
BY JOHN F. MULLER
Special to the Daily Press

Two and a half years ago,
Gregg and Evan Spiridellis loaded
all their possessions into a truck in
Brooklyn and started driving.
They hadn’t a clue where they
were headed.

On Monday, the brothers, who
both work in Santa Monica, pre-
pared for a guest appearance on
Jay Leno’s “Tonight Show” to
talk up their wildly popular
Internet political satire. Their
appearance aired after speeches by
leading Democrats like Bill and
Hillary Clinton, Jimmy Carter and
Al Gore implored Americans to
support presidential challenger
John Kerry at the Democratic
National Convention.

Life hasn’t been the same for
Gregg, 33, and Evan, 30, since the
launch of their hit parody at

JibJab.com — which quickly
became one of the hottest sites on
the ’net after the two-minute fea-
ture was first posted July 9. 

Set to the tune of Woody

■ The March 1998 trial in the lawsuit
by Lesli Szabo (seeking the equivalent
of almost US$2 million against a
Hamilton, Ontario, hospital) started
with her testimony that she deserved
money because her childbirth had not
been pain-free. Physicians said that
painless childbirth could not be
achieved without the anesthesia's
endangering the child, but Szabo said
she expected to be comfortable
enough to be able to read or knit while
the child was being delivered. She
admitted to previous run-ins with
physicians, explaining, "When I'm in
pain, the (words) that come out of my
mouth would curl your hair." (After five
days of trial, the parties reached an
undisclosed settlement.)
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY

ON JULY 27, 1953, the Korean War
armistice was signed at Panmunjom,
ending three years of fighting. 
■ In 1789, Congress established the
Department of Foreign Affairs, the fore-
runner of the Department of State. 
■ In 1794, French revolutionary leader
Maximilien Robespierre was overthrown
and placed under arrest; he was execut-
ed the following day. 
■ In 1861, Union General George B.
McClellan was put in command of the
Army of the Potomac.

TODAY IN HISTORY

FANTASY 5
8  13  16  26  27

DAILY 3
Daytime: 7 0 3 
Evening: 6 3 3

DAILY DERBY
1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 03 Hot Shot
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1:45.69

DAILY LOTTERY

IZZY’S WILL HANDLE THE DETAILS
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SMRR campaign:
Candidates vying
for key endorsement
By Daily Press staff

With the election season officially
getting underway earlier this month,
candidates for the City Council are
positioning themselves.

The city’s most powerful political
group, Santa Monicans For Renters’
Rights, at their annual convention this
coming Sunday will choose three candi-
dates to endorse for the November elec-
tion.

The endorsements are important for
a variety of reasons, but mostly because
SMRR will raise tens of thousands of
dollars for their candidates of choice, as
well as bombard voters with direct
mailers outlining their platforms and
going door to door canvassing for them.
SMRR, whose members pay $35 annu-
ally, will probably spend between
$60,000 and $70,000 on mailers —
their most powerful election-year tool
— supporting its chosen candidates this
year.

SMRR was formed in 1979 out of a
coalition of organizations that banded
together to sponsor the local rent con-
trol law. The powerful, left-leaning
group since then has spearheaded a
variety of progressive local measures.
In 1981, SMRR gained a majority of
seats on the Santa Monica City Council.
It has retained control over City Hall
since then — except between 1984 and
1988, when it lost its majority. Five of
the seven current council members were
endorsed by SMRR.

The organization prides itself on
strict environmental and recycling poli-
cies to aggressive tenant protections,
new affordable housing projects and the
success of the Third Street Promenade.
Strict building standards put in place by
SMRR have helped control growth,
party officials said.

Between 3,000 and 4,000 people
belong to SMRR on any given year.
Before each election, SMRR mails out
to targeted groups up to eight “slate”
mailers, which list its endorsements on
candidates and ballot measures. The
cost of doing that makes it prohibitive
for most independent candidates to suc-
cessfully campaign against SMRR-
backed opponents.

Opponents of SMRR have long
worked to break the organization’s

By Daily Press staff

COUNCIL CHAMBERS —
City Hall officials are expected
to spend an estimated $1 million
tonight in attempts to clean
house and bring their operations
into the future.

Most of the money will go
towards dusting off Santa Mon-
ica’s computer software licenses
and having them renewed by Dell
Software and Peripherals. Mean-
while, the city’s banking services
contract will remain in Bank of
America’s basket, after the city
tested the waters with several other
financial institutions.

Also among the consent items
on the agenda, the city will allo-
cate grant funding towards protect-
ing its dive team and bolstering its
fight against violent criminals.

In an effort to keep the city’s
hands clean for the next five years,
officials will agree to pay Dell
Software $903,588 to update their
computer program licenses. The
city is purchasing new Microsoft
software licenses, upgrading old
licenses and tracking them all
through a web-based system.

The contract does not cover the
purchase or repair of the actual
computers, but the city already has
$180,717 set aside for hardware
upgrades and could re-new that
amount for the next four years.

City Hall will also sweep
$102,500 to Bank of America this
year as part of a four-year contract
with the financial institution.
Bank of America has worked with
the city for the past five years, and

City forking over
$900K to remain
online and on time

Brothers take their jabs
at hopefuls

(Editor’s note: This is part of an ongoing series that tracks the city’s
expenditures which appear on the upcoming Santa Monica City Council
consent agenda. Consent agenda items are routinely passed by the city
council with little or no discussion from elected officials or the public.
However, many of the items have been part of public discussion in the past.)

See JIB JAB, page 7

See CONSENT, page 7

See SMRR, page 6 PATRICIA HOFFMAN
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Work requires creativity and flex.

You might be moving around more than you had
anticipated in the next few days. Others massively
seek you out. Establish limits if need be. Allow your
imagination to work overtime. Tonight: Hang out
with friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Although you see no problem with

an emotional or financial risk, others do. Taking
your time will not hurt you. You find out some sur-
prising, if not shocking, news about a new person
in your life or a loved one. Tonight: Work with facts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ You are in the thick of things.

Everything doesn’t always revolve around you, but
right now it does. Others seek you out. Flex with
each situation. Touch base with your intuition and
feelings. Tonight: Do what makes you happy.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Maintain a low profile. Be subtle

when you pinch yourself. You are going to hear or
see things that could be unbelievable. The situation
that develops needs some research. Finances
might look better than they are. Tonight: Think and
reflect.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Your imagination comes through

for you and inspires others. You zero in on a long-
term goal by working with others. Recognize how
much each person has to offer. Use caution with
money commitments. Tonight: Celebrate life with
friends.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ You surprise a boss who might need

to sit back before making a comment or two. Don’t
push; hang out in the space. Count on your intu-
ition to do the right thing with those in charge. If
possible, take a walk by water at lunchtime.
Tonight: Working again, as late as need be.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Treat a friend, Taurus

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ What you perceive is going on

and the attachment you have to this situation
might need some revising. Try to pull back and
detach. Think through why someone would do
what he or she has done. Understanding helps
you pull a situation together. Tonight: Stretch your
mind. See a good movie or read a good book.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Much could be popping up in

your day that you didn’t anticipate. Meetings,
friends and associates appear to be masters of
surprise. You need to work with someone stable
who can help you realize your idea or project.
Tonight: Treat a friend to dinner.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Bosses seem unpredictable.

Clients act up in unusual ways. Knowing what you
want helps you settle into a routine and guide
your path and others to a goal. Expect some inter-
ruptions. Creativity will flow if you detach from the
issues at hand. Tonight: Out with friends.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ You could be shocked by anoth-

er’s perspective. Maybe you need to change your
thinking or see where you might be closing your-
self off. Your creativity will flourish when you take
off your rose-colored glasses. Tonight: Work late.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Plug in your imagination and

strong solution-finding skills. You might be jolted
by what a partner comes up with. He or she might
be refreshingly original. Together you’ll find
answers that previously might have been dreams.
Tonight: Let off some steam.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ A family member or domestic mat-

ter could come to the forefront of your thinking. You
also might be considering starting a home-based
business. Listen to others’ opinions. You find every-
one quite unique. Tonight: Head on home.
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Five generations of family jewelers
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Custom Design • In House Manufacturing

Serving the Community of Santa Monica for Five Generations

Specializing in Platinum, Gold and Engagement Jewelry.
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B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Great Spot for Lunch

Sunset Grill
Come in and taste our:

FAMOUS COMBO SALAD
served on a bed of mixed greens 

and your choice of:
Duck Pate ❂ Penne Pesto w/ Crab
Chicken Curry and much more!

&
HOT & COLD 
SANDWICHES

PASTAS FROM 
ALFREDO TO ZITI

LET’S GET ACQUAINTED!
50% OFF

Your first take out or delivery
order with this ad.

LUNCH • TAKE OUT• DELIVERY

313 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica • California
Mon - Fri  8:00AM - 5:00PM  Sat 10:00AM - 5:00PM 310-656-0012

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Offer not valid for dine-in. Offer valid only upon presentation of this ad. Offer expires Aug. 31, 2004

Offer valid for first time customers only.

The Spirit of Old World

Mexico Comes to the Westside

12217 Wilshire Blvd in Los Angeles Tel: (310) 820-2540

Join us for a lively and
sophisticated mexican

dining experience.

“Best Mexican food”
– Angelino Magazine

2003

“Best Ethnic food”
-Bon Appétit

2003

Yucatan style lobster artichoke and mushroom 
mousse crépe served with a spicy papaya sauce

CREPA DE LANGOSTA YUCATECA
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boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockerboardshop.com
info@rockererboardshop.com
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A Santa Monica judge recently agreed to
release to the public a 914-page police report
that details the events surrounding the July 16,
2003 Farmers’ Market tragedy in Santa
Monica.

Criminal lawyers — those who are prose-
cuting 87-year-old Russell Weller, who killed
10 people and injured 63 others — as well as
his defense attorneys, argued the report should
be sealed in an effort to give him a fair trial.

But the First Amendment won out and the
judge ordered that the report be made public.

However, Weller’s statements, as well as his
those of his wife, remain sealed.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do
you agree with the judge’s decision to keep
Weller’s statements private? If you were a
juror, would it change how you looked at the
case?”

Call (31) 285-8106 with your responses by
Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll print them in the week-
end edition. Please limit your comments to a
minute or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 8:19 1.5 10:24 1.7 2:11 3.6 3:22 4.9

SUNDAY 9:07 2.0 11:49 1.0 3:56 3.2 4:15 5.3

MONDAY 10:11 2.4 N/A N/A 6:00 3.1 5:13 5.7

TUESDAY 12:55 0.3 11:26 2.6 7:31 3.3 6:10 6.2

WEDNESDAY 1:50 -0.5 12:36 2.6 8:31 3.6 7:06 6.7

THURSDAY 2:38 -1.1 1:37 2.5 9:17 3.9 7:59 7.0

FRIDAY 3:23 -1.4 2:31 2.2 9:58 4.2 8:49 7.2

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Look for sets in the 2-3 ft.+ - knee- to chest-high
range, occasionally 4 ft., and fair conditions. 

On Tuesday, we should see a slight pulse up in S
swell (175-190) to go along with steady NW wind
swell and even a touch more SW swell (200-215).
Many spots work the small combo for knee-waist high
waves.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

67°

CONSULTING • BOOKKEEPING • PLANNING TAXES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

Let me help you succeed

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world.

MENTION THIS AD RECEIVE 10%
OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

Politics, positioning and partying is the
name of the game at the Democratic
National Convention this week. 

Santa Monica Daily Press columnist Dr.
Lara Brown is spending the week in the
thick of it. Here, she’ll give readers on the
Left Coast a taste of the Beantown scene.

Saturday’s arrival: The airport was
papered with welcome delegate signs say-
ing: “Boston 2004: Nothing Conventional
About It.” We were greeted by rosy-
cheeked volunteers holding signs pointing
us towards the special delegate taxi lines
— it would appear that not all Democrats
are equal — which carried us off to our
hotels in rapid fashion.  

The California Delegation is staying at
the Westin Copley (pronounced COP-ly)
Place hotel, across from beautiful Trinity
Church and the Boston Library. Inside the
lobby, which was abuzz with delegates,
elected officials and party leaders, we were
met with complimentary New England clam
chowder and lemonade. Security is tight:
Room keys and identifications are required
in order to ascend the elevators. Last night,
rest was the main priority given that the only
real party was a media-sponsored event and
several of us heard that the food they had
ordered was not worth the trouble of a tick-
et. The party is just getting started.  

Sunday starters: The California
Delegation held their early evening welcom-
ing reception at the Franklin Park Zoo. It was
a tented affair aglow with vibrant hues and a
diverse crowd. Most delegates were a bit
hesitant to try the grilled squid satay and the
coconut-carrot puree soup, which was served
in plastic shot glasses. That being said, the
rest of the Asian-French fusion food was
tasty and fulfilling. There was a lot of excit-
ed banter and most couldn’t wait to get to the
next party — which if you haven’t been to a
Convention — that is all you ever talk about
at the party you are at because no one ever

has tickets for all the parties and everyone is
simply trying to improve their status by get-
ting an invited to the next event. Some VIPs
in attendance: California Democratic Party
Chairman Art Torres, Los Angeles
Councilmembers Antonio Villaraigosa and
Wendy Greuel, Boston Mayor Tom Menino,
and former Democratic governors Gray
Davis (Calif.) and Michael Dukakis (Mass.).  

Another notable party ... a private dinner
hosted by Los Angeles City Council
President Alex Padilla and Boston City
Council President Michael Flaherty at Grill
23. In a back room that seated about 50, there
was a mix of California and Massachusetts
elected officials, delegates, and business rep-
resentatives from each state. Enjoying some
of the best food in Boston — crab cakes,
seared ahi tuna, and flourless chocolate cake.
Conversation ranged from comparing the
Sox-Yankees rivalry to the Giants-Dodger
competition to the differences in the geogra-
phy between San Francisco and Boston.  We
were briefly graced by the presence of U.S.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein who came in and
spoke a few words, and introduced her
charming husband Dick Blum. Some other
VIPs in attendance: Los Angeles
Councilmembers Bernard Parks, Antonio
Villaraigosa, Wendy Greuel, Los Angeles
City Attorney Rocky Delgaldillo and San
Francisco City Attorney Dennis Herrrera.

Late night was the Blue Dog Coalition
(Conservative Democrats) event at the
Roxbury Nightclub. Pulsating southern
rock and gospel sounds emanated from the
stage as excited Democrats, giant prawns
and chicken wings circled around the
room. Some attempted dancing though that
was a sorry undertaking — politicos are not
the most hip of folks — others kept to con-
versing in dark corners of the room. Great
fun was had by all. VIPs were ushered
upstairs, so it was difficult to corner many
electeds, or even in the dark get a good
look at who was whom.

‘MEMBERSHIP HAS
ITS PRIVELAGES’

Josh Needle is this week’s mystery
photo winner. Needle accurately
described that this photo is in the
alley behind the Third Street
Promenade, between Santa Monica Boulevard and Broadway. Needle has
won a gift certificate to Nawab, an Indian restaurant on Wilshire Boulevard.
Check out this weekend’s edition for the next mystery photo.

DNC kicks off its lovefest
with dancing, squid satay

Reporter’s Notebook
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We all have ability to shape the world
Editor:

One of the most important acts a United States citizen can do is vote. The
Presidential election of 2000 came down to 537 votes, meaning one active citizen
with a few phone calls and a few e-mails can change the world.

Some elections are not that exciting and voting for deputy assistant dog catcher
is not a high priority for most voters. However, given the importance of the
Presidential election this November, I urge every American to come out and vote
this year.

I hope our citizenry can take it one step further and get more involved in the
process. The next time you are at the post office, grab a few “Register to Vote”
forms. When you get home, go to your friends and neighbors and register them to
vote.

Additionally, you could send out an e-mail to everyone in your address book,
asking them if they are registered to vote. The forms are available at
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voterreg1.html.

Since the American Revolution in 1776, millions of men and women have laid
down their lives to protect the right “We the People” have to choose our elected offi-
cials. Participation in our democracy is critical to ensure our government is account-
able.

State laws differ on when an individual can register to be eligible to vote in a par-
ticular election. In California, we have 15 days before the election to register.

So I urge everyone to get involved as soon as possible. Register to vote and reg-
ister your friends and neighbors as well. It is your civic duty. One person can make
a difference. One person can change the world.

George Christopher Thomas
Agoura Hills

Show me the money
Editor:

In every story in which he is mentioned, the SMDP invariably takes care to note
that Santa Monica City Council Member Mike “Where’s The Green” Feinstein
declined an opportunity to comment. After all this time of no communication, it
would be only natural to assume that Mr. Feinstein has a grudge against the SMDP.
As the significant reportage of the alleged conversion of $10,000 of Green Party
funds enters a third year, you are no doubt heartened to realize that it is not a per-
sonal vendetta. Mr. Feinstein won’t even provide his own Green Party membership
with the answer to the oft-repeated query: “Mike, where’s the Green?” 

Bob Abernethy
Santa Monica

‘Red Neck Riviera’?
Editor:

This writing is in regards to the recent Ron Scott Smith column (SMDP, July 22,
page 4) concerning the Linda Ronstadt debacle at the Aladdin Hotel in Las Vegas.

What would you expect from a concert place full of Bush loyalists. Maybe the
Aladdin Hotel should change its name to the “Red Neck Riviera.”

Fred Zimmerman
Canoga Park

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Everybody sing along: “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year ... With candi-
dates running and neighborhoods voting ...
It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”

That’s right, everyone. It’s election time.
Since we all know what happens when
elections go south — as in South Florida —
I thought we should establish some impor-
tant election rules right off the bat. Follow
these guidelines and everything will go
smoothly in November. Ignore them and I
shutter to think what might happen.

1. You are not allowed to vote for a
candidate simply because a special inter-
est group tells you to. Now this can be
confusing. Special interest groups come
in all shapes and sizes. Some of them use
acronyms instead of names and others
claim to represent your interests. But
these groups have their own agendas and
they may or may not have your best inter-
ests in mind. Feel free to read their rec-
ommendations and attend their events.
But you should always question their
motivations and then determine for your-
self if the candidates they are recom-
mending are the best choices for your par-
ticular issues and concerns.

2. You may not vote for a candidate
simply because you recognize their name.
Incumbents have many advantages when
running for reelection. One of the biggest
advantages is name recognition. Studies
show that many people vote for an incum-
bent simply because they recognize their
name. Other’s vote for the incumbent
because they assume they are the best
qualified for the position since they
already won a previous election. Now our
incumbent politicians may indeed deserve
another term. And they may be the most
qualified for the position. But make them
prove it to you before you give them
another vote. 

3. If you don’t know anything about the
candidates and haven’t reviewed the avail-
able election material, don’t vote. I know
what you are going to say. This is America
and every vote is precious. But in the
words of Gore Vidal, “Half of the
American people have never read a news-
paper. Half never voted for President. One
hopes it is the same half.” In other words,
every educated vote is precious. Living in
a democracy is a privilege and it requires
work. If you don’t take the time to educate
yourself on the issues and the candidates,

you don’t deserve the privilege of voting.
4. You are going to get all kinds of

mailers. Some of them will be bigger than
a breadbox and others will be slick and
colorful. Please take note. A nice mailer
does not mean the candidate is the best
choice for the office. It only means that
the candidate has money and a good cam-
paign consultant. Read the mailers, but
consider the source. If the mailer comes
from a candidate, it’s going to explain
why the candidate walks on water and
why their rivals pollute it. If it comes
from an interest group, remember that
they have an agenda and are not obligated
to tell the whole truth when publishing a
mailer. While they don’t necessarily lie
about certain candidates, they selectively
pick and choose the facts they wish to
present. And an omission of an important
fact can be as misleading as a lie.

5. While I am on the topic of fancy
mailers, let’s talk about the issue of
money. As you probably know, running
for elected office requires money. Some
of the candidates will have money and
others will work for food and votes.
Remember, it’s always easier for incum-
bents to raise money. Individuals and
companies are eager to give money to the
campaigns of current politicos in order to
gain favor with those folks. Since most
incumbents win reelection, giving money
to their campaign is usually a good invest-
ment in the future. You never know when
you’ll need a favor or a phone call
returned. But it’s important that you don’t
equate money with political success or a
candidate’s qualifications. Just because a
candidate has raised a lot of money and
can afford fancy mailers, does not mean
you want to keep them in office. Some of
the best legislators in United States histo-
ry came from humble backgrounds with
few financial resources to support their
campaigns. Go to a candidate forum, read
about the candidates in the paper, and get
to know the less known names. You
might just find a diamond in the rough.

6. Vote! After you go through the effort
of following all of these important rules,
why would you skip Election Day? It’s
downright pathetic how few of us vote in
each election. It’s an embarrassment to our
democracy. Do something about it.
Organize a vote party and get your friends
together. All of you can walk to the polling
place and vote at the same time. Then you
can go home, drink beer, eat barbeque and
watch the election returns. Trust me.
You’ll be glad you are an American.

(Matthew Glasser can be reached at
mediamatthew@yahoo.com.)

Poll party: Come one,
come all on Election Day

DOSE OF
REALITY

BY MATTHEW GLASSER

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It
is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verifica-
tion. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
SOUND OFF IN THE DAILY PRESS!

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202
Santa Monica, CA  90401
Or email: sack@smdp.com



OPINION

The life of a politician is a hard one, to
be sure. They must seek to appeal to all
people on as many topics, at all levels of
the socio-economic ladder as possible.
They are subject to attack for everything
they say and do — the clothes they wear,
the cars they drive, the type of food they
eat are all the topics of a well-informed
electorate. The politicos of this world
seek at all times to be all things to all peo-
ple. It happens on the local level, on the
state and, certainly, at the federal level.

I find it repulsive in all of them.
Two weeks ago, I urged people to

come and speak to the council regarding a
proposed ordinance on zoning in the city,
and the permitting process. It was a joint
session with the Planning Commission. It
started an hour later than the agenda
called for, which gave me time to speak
with some of the other participants.

City Council Candidate Jerry Peace
Activist Rubin was there, as usual, and we
had an interesting conversation about the
council’s practice of holding their closed
sessions with legal counsel prior to the
meeting. He suggested that they have it on
a separate day, or at a different time,
rather than have all the citizens who wish
to partake in the process come to the
council, then have to wait around for them
to finish their ‘closed session’ business,
which can be 20 minutes or two hours. 

Frankly, it is a great suggestion. Since
it is a closed session, there is no reason
apparent to me, why they don’t move
their closed session to a different time.
This would allow the public meeting to
begin on time, and perhaps that would
alleviate the need for the long meetings
which are the subject of a lawsuit by sit-
ting council members Katz and Holbrook
against the City of Santa Monica.

As I listened to the council, though, as
they rambled on, and on and on, and for-
got why they had to act that night,  and
then rambled on some more, I was struck
with the level of pandering to their bases
that goes on by some members of the
council.  

Base maintenance is a common prac-
tice among politicians. To define it sim-
ply, it is the practice of saying what you
think people want to hear, to make them
like you. It is people-pleas-
ing and it is repugnant.

All politicians likely
engage in it at some time.
President Bush, for exam-
ple, does it on a regular
basis, anytime he takes a
position he is pandering to
the fundamentalist
Christian right — his base.

On our city council we
have members who take
extreme and unintelligible
positions, solely to appeal to
the extremes of our society.
At least, I hope that is what
they are doing. If they really
believe some of the things
they say, I think we would
be in far worse shape. 

For example, Councilman Ken ‘No-
Growth’ Genser, actually said that some-
one who wanted to build a structure that
“was, frankly, ugly” should not be
allowed. He came out against “ginger-
bread” trim on homes to make his point
that the Architectural Review Board
should have the right to review a proposed
home design.

Well, frankly, I’d like to know where a
public figure who dresses the way he
does, has the right to pass on my aesthet-
ic tastes. I have no quarrel with his
description of some unknown building
being ugly. That is a matter of opinion,
and they are like noses — everyone has
one. He is entitled to his opinions that
something is ugly. Where I draw the line
with him, however, is his pontificating
that such a structure should not be built,
solely because it is “ugly” in his opinion.
Who is he to decide what should or should
not be built? If a structure is built to state
building codes, it should be allowed. In a
city where a teardown can cost over
$750,000, the owners should be allowed
to build whatever they want so long as it
is safe. 

Mr. Genser is representing the Santa
Monica community at large, not the world
of design and aesthetics. His job, for the
last 16 years, is to make laws that are fair
to everyone. He is not the arbiter of good
taste and design. That’s a different posi-
tion and, last I heard, she got five months
in prison and five months house arrest and
her television show continues to do well
in the ratings.

If Mr. Genser wishes to pass judgment
on the design of my home, so be it, but
then I want to pass judgment on his shoes,
his pants, his shirts, his health regimen
and his grooming. If he wants to control
what I, or any other builder, do in this
city, then I want to control how he
appears to the world.

I think it’s a fair trade. He can control
the building design on my piece of land,
and I’ll control his life, what he eats, who
he is seen with, what car he drives and
where he shops. Then let’s see how much
he likes to be controlled.

Somehow, I think he won’t be taking
me up on that deal.

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist.  He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments.  He can be reached
at dpisarra@pisarra.com or 310/664-
9969.)
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stronghold on local politics, saying the
progressive group doesn’t respond to res-
ident and business complaints about
homelessness, traffic and City Hall
bureaucracy, among other issues. That’s
why several political action committees
have been formed — to prop up their own
candidates and seek to toss out the
SMRR-controlled City Council. None of
the PACs have endorsed candidates yet,
but are expected to by September.

More than 30 people have pulled nom-
ination papers to run for City Council and
about half of them are expected to seri-
ously campaign for one of four seats open.
Five hopefuls will be vying for SMRR’s
City Council endorsements, three of
whom are incumbents. They are current
Santa Monica Mayor Richard Bloom;
City Councilman Ken Genser and
Councilman Mike Feinstein; Patricia
Hoffman and Maria Loya. 

They met with SMRR leaders this past
weekend and were asked their views on
the state of the city and where they plan to
take it if they were elected.

Here the Daily Press asked the candi-
dates to tell residents why they are inter-
ested in the SMRR endorsement:

1. Why are you seeking the SMRR
endorsement? Why do you think it’s
important?

2. What do you believe SMRR stands
for and how is that aligned with your
political beliefs?

3. What do you believe are the top
three most important issues facing Santa
Monica? How will you specifically
address them?

4. With many forces aligning to chal-
lenge the SMRR platform, how will you
respond to the entire Santa Monica popu-
lation and its concerns?

RICHARD BLOOM:

Question 1:
SMRR’s endorsement means that

Santa Monica’s premier advocacy organi-
zation trusts a candidate to protect tenants
and affordability — and much, much
more. SMRR has always represented a
broad cross-section of Santa Monicans in
a democratically run process, in which
hundreds of residents participate. As a
result, the SMRR platform addresses all
of the major issues in our city. The SMRR
platform also largely reflects my own per-
sonal values. Daily Press readers may
wish to see the platform for themselves at
www.smrr.org.

Question 2:
SMRR stands for public participation in

local government, strong neighborhoods,
maintaining an affordable community, sup-
port for public education, environmental-
ism ... and the list goes on. While the
SMRR platform reflects my beliefs, I
believe that as mayor, one of my most
important, and difficult jobs is to try to find
common ground. Some residents are not
SMRR members — though they are wel-
come to join. All should know that SMRR’s
platform encourages broad community par-
ticipation, including opposing viewpoints.
This is one of the many reasons why I
believe the organization maintains high
credibility and success in our community.

Question 3:
The overriding issue in Santa Monica

continues to be maintaining a great quali-
ty of life. The city has begun the process
of reviewing its master plan which will
provide a critical roadmap for the future
of the city. We need to continue to work
locally and regionally to improve our
transportation system to relieve traffic and
parking problems. 

Homelessness continues to impact our
community and I am committed to mak-
ing sure that an appropriate regional
approach is implemented. I’m proud of
my record on parks and have presided
over an unprecedented rehab and expan-
sion of our park system. Excellent public
education is vital. I spearheaded the effort
to double our contribution to our school
district. My activism on these issues will
continue. There are many other important
issues in our great city.  Some of them are
not citywide, but are extremely important
to those who are impacted. For example,
we need to fairly revise our approach on
hedge heights, we need to work harder
still to eliminate jet traffic at Santa
Monica airport and to more effectively
address issues in the Pico Neighborhood.

Question 4:
I do not believe in the “SMRR vs. the

world” paradigm. SMRR is certainly an
important factor in Santa Monica politics.
However, important as it is, SMRR is not
the only meaningful endorsement. I
believe voters understand this and use all
endorsements as a guide. Frankly, I
believe there are groups who will seek to
limit the voice of the broad base of Santa
Monica residents. For example, it is hard
to imagine that the chamber of commerce,
whose PAC will likely spend huge sums
of money to affect the outcome of the
election, is interested in anything more
than fostering a development bonanza in
Santa Monica. This, in spite of residents’
clear opposition to non-sustainable
growth. As mayor, I am proud to have
facilitated and listened to a broad public
debate. I am seeking re-election so that
the voice of every Santa Monican will
continue to be heard.

MICHAEL FEINSTEIN:

Questions 1, 2 and 4:
As with my previous two campaigns, I

plan to seek endorsement from groups and
organizations with which I share common
goals and objectives. 

SMRR has a very positive platform
that I support, on quality-of-life issues for
our community like housing, environ-
ment, education and social services.

Twice before SMRR has endorsed my
candidacy. I am forever grateful for that
support, because those endorsements have
played an essential role in my having the
opportunity to serve our entire communi-
ty. This year, I will again place my faith in
the SMRR grassroots membership and
seek their support.

I will also continue to listen to and
learn from all parts of our community.
I’ve enjoyed broad-based support across
political lines in the past, because people
appreciate the independent, common
sense role I’ve played on the council. For
example, in my successful 2000 cam-
paign, I received the endorsements of a
dozen groups and organizations.

Looking forward, I remain committed
to being an effective councilmember for
all Santa Monicans, as we strive to work
in partnership to maintain this unique and

beautiful place we call home.

Question 3:
All issues are important. Which issues

stand out vary day to day, person to per-
son.

Our community suffers from a chronic
shortage of parks, fields and open space. I
will continue to successfully champion
the direct purchase of land for open space
by the city, and will pursue new intera-
gency cooperation to create even more
land acquisition opportunities.

On traffic, parking and development,
I’ve consistently opposed large-scale,
inappropriate, traffic-generating develop-
ments in our community. I’ve successful-
ly advocated for increased public transit,
more walkable neighborhoods, adequate
parking in our commercial districts, and
reducing unnecessary commutes by pro-
moting jobs/housing balance and commu-
nity-serving small business.

As we head into the first update of our
city’s general plan in over 20 years, I also
believe there is an intangible called “com-
munity character” that we must preserve,
while at the same time welcoming and
positively channeling inevitable change.

That includes maintaining safe, friend-
ly neighborhoods of appropriate scale. It
includes maintaining what is left of the
small-town, beach community atmos-
phere that brought so many of us here. It
includes open and responsive govern-
ment, where people feel pride and owner-
ship of their civic life. And it includes the
ability of youth and families to remain
here and thrive.

KEN GENSER:

Question 1:
I am seeking the SMRR endorsement

because it validates my commitment to
the protection of rent control, more
affordable housing, funding for education,
and overall, a more livable community.
For over 25 years, SMRR has fought for
renters’ — and all residents’ rights.  A
SMRR endorsement is important because
voters recognize SMRR as an organiza-
tion with a purpose, a history and a track
record of advancing the interests of the
residents of Santa Monica.

Question 2:
As a democratic organization, SMRR

has a comprehensive platform adopted by
its members. It reflects the values of most
residents of Santa Monica. It includes
policies that call for the preservation and
expansion of affordable housing opportu-
nities, enhanced support for public educa-
tion, safeguarding our environment, pro-
tecting our residential neighborhoods
from the impacts of commercial develop-
ment, public participation in municipal
decisions, and, of course, defending
renters’ rights. I support the platform and
will continue to work to implement these
community values.

Question 3:
Limiting the list of issues that are

important to our community is not easy;
issues that are significant to some are less
significant to others. I consider the fol-
lowing three issues as among the most
important:

■ Land use: The city is embarking on
rewriting its General Plan and zoning
laws. We must be sure to maintain a liv-
able scale, provide opportunities for more

affordable housing, create more parks,
protect neighborhoods from overflow
traffic and parking, and ensure that the
public has meaningful input in project
approvals and future land use decisions.

■ Education: The city has significantly
enhanced its funding for public education.
Unfortunately, the state has not lived up to
its responsibilities, so we have further to
go. As a community, we must work to
provide our public schools with the funds
necessary to properly educate our youth. 

■ Public behavior: Anti-social behav-
ior by some individuals in our community
is once again becoming a more significant
problem. We  must not confuse this with
homelessness, as most homeless individu-
als are law-abiding. We have the  policies
in place to prohibit the behavior that most
of us find offensive. We must redouble
our efforts to enforce them.

We must make it absolutely clear that
everyone in our city must  conduct them-
selves appropriately in our civic spaces.

Question 4:
The voters of Santa Monica are intelli-

gent and sophisticated, and are able to tell
the difference between well-reasoned pol-
icy and empty rhetoric.

They understand that there are no sim-
ple solutions to the issues that face us. I
will continue to be straightforward in
expressing my beliefs and explaining my
reasons for them. I trust the voters to
respond accordingly.

PATRICIA HOFFMAN:

Question 1:
SMRR is a progressive organization

with a strong platform and a commitment
to the people of Santa Monica. I have
been part of the organization for more
than 20 years.

The original vision that SMRR had for
the city was one where tenants could feel
safe and secure in their homes in the same
way that homeowners could. This vision
evolved into a platform that slowed down
the massive development of Santa
Monica, supported the schools, recog-
nized neighborhood needs, restored and
expanded our parks and expanded social
service programs for children, families
and seniors, and encompassed award win-
ning environmental programs.

The SMRR endorsement is especially
important because it is given following an
open democratic process that involves
hundreds of politically active members.

Question 2:
SMRR continues to recognize the

needs of the people who live and work in
our city. The SMRR platform is online at
smrr.org. My political beliefs are very
aligned with the SMRR platform. It is a
broad guide to a caring community. 

There are disagreements on implemen-
tation strategies and priorities. There is
not agreement on questions such as how
much growth is too much. And there has
never been an expectation of lock-step
loyalty within the organization. Because
of these things, SMRR is a flexible orga-
nization that evolves and changes to meet
the needs of the community without los-
ing its core values.

Question 3:
Councilmembers work on so many

issues within the city, it is hard to identify

Candidates weigh in on all things Santa Monica
SMRR, from page 1

See SMRR, page 7
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Guthrie’s “This Land is Your Land,” the
cartoon is equally insulting to President
George W. Bush and Kerry, each of
whom takes verbal shots at the other and
takes time to dance vaudevillian softshoe
to the familiar refrain of “this land will
surely vote for me.”

Produced in a warehouse on Berkeley
Street, the site registered 5 million hits in
the week after the parody first appeared
and 3.7 million last Friday alone. The
intense interest has resulted in intermittent
server crashes and a lot of sleepless nights
for the Spiridellis brothers.

“It’s been absolute insanity,” said Evan
Spiridellis, who does the animation for the
pair’s films. “We’ve been doing this for

five years, and all of a sudden the phones
are ringing off the hook. We’ve got
30,000 e-mails and we’re just two guys in
a warehouse.”

The two candidates-turned-animated-
cutout-figures stop at nothing in the short.
The animated Bush calls Kerry a “liberal
wiener” who offers flip-flops instead of
tax breaks. The cartoon Kerry calls Bush
a “right-wing nut job” who’s “dumb as a
door knob” and reminds viewers on mul-
tiple occasions that he’s won three purple
hearts.

“We had no political agenda in making
this piece,” Evan Spiridellis said. “It was
just to try to bring some comedy to a very
nasty political season. Maybe that’s why
it spread so far. It is so nasty. Maybe
everybody just needed a little laugh.”

The site sure has spread far. Parts of
“This Land” have appeared on NBC’s
“Today Show,” CBS’s “Early Show,” the
“NBC Nightly News,” Fox News and
CNBC.

“We never expected this kind of
response,” Evan Spiridellis said. “We
always were trying to get something out
there ... it hasn’t quite sunk in yet.”

The brothers have been up day and
night for much of the past three weeks,
eating whatever has been available and
drinking lots of coffee. Evan Spiridellis
said they have been trying to read each of
the responses that have been pouring in,
but it hasn’t been easy even keeping the
site together.

“Our tech guy had gotten a real job,” he
said. “He had just moved to Florida, but
we flew him out here on a red-eye (flight)
after we were on the ‘Today Show.’ He
was buying a house.” 

JibJab Media does contract work for
Disney, Cartoon Network, USA Networks
and Sony, among other companies. The
Spiridellis brothers launched it from a
garage in Brooklyn in 1999, shortly after
they were drawn to Internet animation in
1998 by a vulgar online cartoon. At the
time, Gregg Spiridellis was an MBA stu-

dent at the Wharton School of Business
and Evan Spiridellis was an accomplished
independent animator. Since then, the two
have also published numerous children’s
books, including their best-selling debut,
“Are You Grumpy, Santa,” which por-
trays Santa on a terrible day.

“Basically, we looked at the technolo-
gy and thought, every new technology
offers new opportunities,” Evan
Spiridellis said. “When you look at the
Disney brothers, their big break was
putting in sound. Jim Henson looked at a
TV and thought of puppets. New technol-
ogy opens new channels. We thought the
Internet would be that for us.”

The brothers plan to work on an ani-
mated feature film after things die down,
but viewers keep on coming. So far, the
response has been hugely positive across
the board, Evan Spiridellis said.

“One guy said, ‘I’m a liberal wiener,
my dad is a right-wing nut job, and when
we saw the movie together we laughed
and talked politics with a smile for a first
time in years,’” he said. “And within the
office environment, we’ve gotten a lot of
e-mails saying that all the right-wing con-
servatives and left-wing liberals watched
it and were laughing together.”
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only three that are the most important. 
I will start with growth and develop-

ment issues. The next Council will be
updating the Land Use and Circulation
element. This is going to set the standards
by which we will grow for the next 10 to
20 years. I would want to ensure exten-
sive public discussion and review before
synthesizing a plan based on community
input and sound planning principles.
Also, under this umbrella, we need to
work with the Planning Department on
improving efficiency in the delivery of
services. The processes need to be more
user-friendly. Enforcement should focus
on some of the more egregious violations.
Implementing the Matrix recommenda-
tions is a good first step. 

Second, we need to address the issues
of housing and homelessness in our com-
munity. Homelessness is a national dis-
grace that is a result of Johnson’s “War on
Poverty” morphing into the Bushes’ War
on the Poor. I would like to follow the
example of the large cities that are taking
a multifaceted approach, such as those in
New York, San Francisco and the most
recent addition, “Bring LA Home.”
Housing, social services and work pro-
grams are part of this approach. We need
job training and livable wages in addition
to the safety nets of child care and health
care that were once a larger part of the
federal and state budgets.

Finally, it is my belief that education

affects all other city issues. It enables people
to participate in civic life, and enhances the
desirability of Santa Monica as a place to
live. Education is a key issue facing not just
the School Board, but the entire community.
I will tend to education and the other quali-
ty of life issues that we cherish; clean air and
water, the Big Blue Bus, first-rate schools
and college, public art and cultural opportu-
nities, parks, beaches and open space, pub-
lic safety and neighborhood serving busi-
nesses. I would continue to focus the city
resources on these issues as well as try to
develop partnerships with other agencies.  

Question 4:
I work with many different groups of

people in Santa Monica. I am a home-
owner and a former business owner. I lis-
ten well and am a team player who will
work with others to solve problems. I
have demonstrated active leadership in
our community including two years as
president of the Santa Monica-Malibu
Board of Education. I am a vice-president
of the Bayside Board of Directors and a
member of the Financial Oversight
Committee and the Intercultural
Committee of the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District. I have a history
as a consensus builder and will continue
to work to bring disparate parts of our
community together. 

MARIA LOYA:
Did not respond to the Daily Press

questionnaire.

Candidates answer bell
SMRR, from page 6

after evaluating proposals from nine other
banks, City Hall officials are sticking to a
successfully tested service. 

The new contract will go into effect
after the Sept. 30 expiration date of the
old agreement. The five-year agreement
could be extended to as many as nine
years if the city uses its option to renew in
five years. The cost of the services will be
re-evaluated on a yearly basis.

Santa Monica will also receive $50,121
in federal grant money to be soaked up for
local law enforcement, as long as the city
matches 10 percent of the money. City
Hall recommends $26,846 of the grant
money and $2,685 of the city’s matching
funds be used to buy eight new Viking Pro
100 dry suits for the Police Harbor Unit

dive team. Because the divers spend  a
concentrated amount of time in the water,
even when water pollution advisories are
in effect, the suits will serve to protect
them from the bacteria in the Santa
Monica Bay that could cause respiratory,
digestive and skin diseases. 

The remaining $28,844 of the grant
and $2,884 of the city’s money will fund
DNA and advanced forensic services to
help wipe away violent criminals. The
DNA and forensic services provide detec-
tives with an important evidence tool in
their investigation of violent crimes.

Residents in the 1300, 1400 and 1500
blocks of Fifth Street and 500 block of
Broadway could find themselves neigh-
boring with the city some time soon. City
Hall is considering the purchase of 11
properties on Fifth Street and Broadway,

and after tonight, officials will be able to
explore and possibly negotiate a contract
for the properties. 

If purchased, the plots could be used
for temporary parking while three down-
town parking structures are demolished
and replaced with fresh new lots. The
final cost of buying the properties will be
released if and when City Hall strikes a
deal.

City Council is also expected to oppose
a bill that could give the families of fire-
fighters more time to file a claim for
work-related death benefits. Currently,
families of Santa Monica’s firefighters are
able to file a claim for benefits if the fire-
fighter died within 240 weeks of being
injured. Under the proposed bill, however,
the families would be able to hold the city
liable 10, 20, or even 30 years after the

fireman retired or was exposed to a fire. 
City Hall wants the bill dumped

because it wouldn’t be realistic to investi-
gate the cause of death so many years
after retirement or any injuries. If the leg-
islation is passed, the city will face an
immeasurable and costs that could effect
other resources.

The council will also officially bid
farewell to one of the city’s furriest police
officers, Carlo, who has helped eradicate
many a felon from the city streets.

Carlo will be retired tonight after serv-
ing Santa Monica faithfully for 8 1/2
years. One of Santa Monica’s best friends
has helped in many felony arrests here as
well as in other cities. Carlo, 12, will go
home with his best friend — Officer
Mario Toti — and from now on, he’ll only
be seen off duty.

Council digs down deep to help law enforcement
CONSENT, from page 1

Satirical film is an equal opportunity offender
JIB JAB, from page 1

By Daily Press staff

Late Sunday night, Santa Monica
police arrested three suspects in connec-
tion with a string of street robberies that
began only 46 minutes earlier.

Astin Michael Alexander-Harris, 19,
was arrested along with another male
and female, both under 18, at around
11:46 p.m. The three were taken into
custody after police saw them on the
3300 block of Pico Boulevard in a stolen

car reportedly used in the robberies.
Officers pursued the car from Pico

Boulevard to the eastbound Santa
Monica Freeway and were finally able
to stop the three teenagers. An investi-
gation is still being conducted.

Anyone with information regarding
the incidents should contact the
Robbery-Homocide Unit of the Santa
Monica Police Department at (310) 458-
8451.

SMPD nabs trio for robberies 



Page 8 ❑ Tuesday, July 27, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Fo
r Eve

rything Sewing

Summer Sewing
Classes for
Children 

Adults
limited space available

CALL NOW TO ENROLL!

(310) 450-4300
3330 Pico Blvd.
in Santa Monica
www.sewingartscenter.com

& 

THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

Baby Safe your 
drinking water
Babies are more sensitive to the chlorine and 

hard minerals found in local tap water.

Call for the New Mom 

water treatment package today.

1828 Lincoln • 310-450-6300

The Secret Studio • Gallery of Venice
841 Flower Ave. Venice

310-664-8977

PRIVATE & GROUP INSTRUCTION

BEGINNING TO ADVANCED

TODDLER TO ADULT

MOMMY & ME

CALL TO
ENROLL

w w w . o f f r o s e g a l l e r y . c o m

State of the Heart Fitness offers:

■ *4-Week “Way to Wellness” program

■ Personal Training

■ Exercise Classes

■ Life Coaching

■ Health & Wellness Education

Have Fun Getting FIT By the BEACH
Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.stateoftheheartfitness.com

*Inquire about our Way to Wellness program, Exercise, Eating & Stress Management…
all in one great program!

SANTA MONICA — When Marti White was born
at Saint John’s Health Center, she had the distinction of
being one half of the largest set of twins ever delivered
at the hospital. In turn, Marti chose Saint John’s as the
hospital where she would deliver her daughter Hilary. 

“I knew my mother had gotten great care during a
difficult pregnancy,” she said. “Even though I wasn’t
pregnant with twins, I felt really good knowing the
experts at Saint John’s would be there for me when my
time came.”

Saint John’s was also the hospital of choice for
Hilary — who was expecting twins.  

“Twins run in the family,” recalled Hilary.  “Saint
John’s was the best hospital for me. I knew the care
would be unsurpassed. And with the new Women’s
Health Center opening this fall, I tell all of my friends
that they will get the same personal care and excellent
nursing as I did and they will be delivering in a state-
of-the-art facility.”

Hilary now has two beautiful baby girls, but her
pregnancy was difficult.  

“I remember talking to my doctor long before my
husband and I even started to conceive, and she ran
through some of the difficulties you can have while car-
rying twins,” she said. “It didn’t stop us from wanting
a baby, but it did make me think long and hard about
the importance of good medical care.”

Early in her pregnancy, Hilary was diagnosed with

gestational diabetes and warned to regulate her diet and
stay off of her feet. 

“The diabetes was hard,” she said, “but my doctor
and all of the staff at Saint John’s gave me lots of sup-
port and took wonderful care of me. Thanks to them, I
carried my babies until their due date.”

When the new Inpatient Pavilion opens this fall, the
entire fourth floor will be devoted to women’s health
care. In addition to 12 birthing suites, two dedicated
operating rooms for Caesarian deliveries, a beautiful
newborn nursery and a state-of-the-art neonatal inten-
sive care unit, the Women’s Health Center will feature
a complete array of Perinatology Services.  

Women facing risk during pregnancy or delivery are
referred by their obstetrician to Perinatology Services
at approximately 20 weeks of pregnancy. The new
facility features specially equipped exam and fetal-
monitoring rooms to support women requiring this
extra level of supervision during pregnancy.

The facility offers doctors the very best patient care
facilities available. Moreover, the high quality, compas-
sionate care for which Saint John’s is known will be just
as evident in the new building as it always has been.

“Perinatology Services is great for high-risk pregnan-
cies like mine,” says Hilary. “I’m not sure if we’ll have
another baby, but I know, come what may, that Saint
John’s will always be the hospital for me and my family.”

The hospital of choice for
three generations of moms

GUEST COMMENTARY BY BARBARA BISHOP/JULIE WATT

DID YOU KNOW?
George Washington once said, "My mother was the most beautiful woman I
ever saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the
moral, intellectual and physical education I received from her."

A weekly look at events and programs foor Santa Monica mothers and mothers to be
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SPECIAL EVENTS
THE CIRCUS is in TOWN!  
RINGLING BROTHERS and BARNUM &
BAILEY CIRCUS – the Greatest Show on
Earth features trapeze performers, ani-
mal acts and clowns.  For all ages.
At the Arrowhead Pond of Anaheim July 28
– Aug. 8, 714-704-2500.

THURSDAYS thru SEPT. 2 – TWILIGHT
DANCE SERIES
The Santa Monica Pier’s “Twilight Dance
Series” is back for its twentieth year.  

WEDNESDAYS in JULY – MS. BETSY’S
STORYBOOK TREE 
12:30 – 1:15 p.m.  Meet the new school on
the block!  The Delphi Academy is sponsor-
ing a free storytime for children ages 3-8,
featuring quality children’s books and a
craft activity.  Parents can join their chil-
dren or take advantage of the EARLY READ-
ING WORKSHOP for PARENTS in the room
next door. 
1610 Broadway, 526-2700.  

THE MAGIC of MUSIC for CHILDREN –
THE DELPHI ACADEMY
Children will share in the fun they create
with Grammy award-winner David Spear.
Call 526-2700 to schedule a time and date.
1610 Broadway. 

SUMMER CAMPS, SWIM and COMMUNI-
TY CLASSES offered by the City of Santa
Monica.  The city provides children of all
ages with a variety of recreation enrich-
ment activities including camps, sports,
dancing, crafts and yoga.  For details pick-
up a brochure at Joslyn or Reed Park, or
call 458-2239.

SUMMER SOUNDS at the HOLLYWOOD
BOWL 
Mondays, 10:00 and 11:15 a.m. shows.
This program introduces kids to a variety of
musical styles and cultures.  Ages 3 – 10.
Shows:  $5 per person,  $30 a series.  After
the performance, kids can get creative in
the Fine Arts Outdoor Studio - $3 per child.  
2301 Highland Ave., LA, 323-850-2000,
www.hollywoodbowl.com 

SPECIAL NOTE – Yoga Baby Studio in
Venice is operating on a limited schedule
for Mommy and Me and pre-natal classes.
Call 306-9381 for a current schedule.

TUESDAY 

Movies for Moms!  
“The Bourne Supremacy”, starring Matt
Daemon. Rated PG13.  
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade – for Moms and babies new-
born – 1 year old.   Doors open early for
socializing and getting comfortable.
www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms.

Storytelling

Main Library 

Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00 &
10:30 a.m. thru August 17. For 2  year olds
with adult.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m.,
June 22 – Aug. 10. Six-week series in
Spanish for 24 – 36 month olds with adult.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, June 22 – Aug. 10.
Six-week series for babies 0-24 months,
co-sponsored by the SMMUSD Infant and
Family Support Programs. 
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing
program for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30.
Music, rhymes and stories for 24-36 month
olds with adult.  Next session is July 27 –
Aug. 31, required registration begins July
14th. 
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
Themes change weekly; for ages infant to
3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North Robertson, Plaza
A, LA.  310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Summer Activity Programs at the
Montana Branch Library, 1704 Montana
Ave.
Tuesdays thru August 10th at 2:30 p.m. (no
program Aug. 3rd).  
Programs are approximately 45 minutes,
appropriate for ages 4 and up.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m;
Free for members, non-members $90 for
10 classes. (also Thursday nights 7:30 –
8:30 p.m.)  393-2721. ext. 117 for more
info.
Itsy-Bitsy Yoga at Ocean Oasis Day Spa,
1333 Ocean Ave.
Tots (crawling to 24 months) – 10:30 –
11:30 a.m.; Babies (6 wks. to pre-crawling)
– 11:30 – 12:30 a.m.  On-going 6-week
series; $120.  Pre-register at 458-8190;
visit www.khefri.net for more info or con-
tact khefri@earthlink.net.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd,
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-
6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15 –
11:15 a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby
massage and workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.

Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Storytelling
The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge – 1630
Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and
kids ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee
shop. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m., June
23 – Aug. 11;  six-week series for 3-5 year
olds with adult.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:00 & 10:30 a.m., for chil-
dren ages 0-2.  Next session begins July
21st.
Toddler Story Time – 11:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds.  Next session begins July 21st. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. –392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 –
7:30 p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2
pm – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-
3444.

Summer Activity Programs at the Ocean
Park Branch Library, 2601 Main St.
Wednesday, July 28th at 2:30 and 3:00
p.m.  Tickets are required and must be
picked up on day of program.
July 28th – “Comic Cowhands” – stories
and puppet show with Mr. Jessie and
Lester, ages 3 –7.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm,
$15
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190.  Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 5:30 – 6:45 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774, no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483,
1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested

THURSDAY

Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-
9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and
kids ages 0-4.  

Main Library – Reed Park
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00
a.m.; thru Aug. 19th.  For 2 year olds with
adult.
Preschool Story Time at Reed Park;
10:30 a.m.; thru Aug. 19th.  For ages 3-5.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 10:30 a.m; June 24
– Aug. 12; for ages 2 –3.
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.  Spanish
stories, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., for 2
year olds. 
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for 3-
5 year olds.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804. 
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m. ,next ses-
sion July 8 – Aug. 12. 6-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by
SMMUSD Infant & Family Support Program.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-
members $90 for 10 classes. (also
Tuesdays at 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and  7:30
– 8:30 p.m.)  393-2721. ext. 117 for more
info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd,
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-
6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15 –
11:15 a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby
massage and workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 4-8 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

Other
Twilight Dance Series thru Sept. 2 – free
concert on the Santa Monica Pier.  7:30
p.m.

FRIDAY

La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista –
meets the 2nd Friday of each month at
10:00 a.m.  Call 310-390-2529 for info.
(next meeting May 14)

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean Avenue,
458-8190. Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle
Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.; Yoga for
Fitness – noon – 1 p.m Private sessions

available; call Kate Thomas, RN – 408-
1717
Prenatal Breath and Movement – a
Continuum Movement and Yoga-based
program designed to support women
through various sound and movement
explorations that celebrate pregnancy and
labor as powerful rites of passage.  9:30 –
11:30 a.m.
With Deborah Raoult at the Continuum
Studio, 1629 18th St., #7.  For more info
call 625-3739,
www.openskymovement.com. $108 for a
six-week session.

SATURDAY

Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World, 10580 1/2 Pico
Blvd, LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve,
Pacific Palisades – 10:30 a.m. – 454-4063.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal
Yoga, Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040,
www.santamonicayoga.com
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd.
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 394-6711;
Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.;
Post Partum Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
(babies welcome, includes baby massage
and workout at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.  Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN –
408-1717

Other
Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids
of all ages, at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m.
thru Sept. 26, $12 adults, $10 kids ages 12
& under.  394-9779 ext. 1 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for mati-
nee. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Family Fundays at the Will Geer
Theatricum Botanicum (also Sundays)
Ages 4 and up, 11:00 a.m., $8, 1419 N.
Topanga Blvd., Topanga Canyon, 310-455-
3723.

Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for
a Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -
10:00 – 11:30 a.m., $12 fee, led by Ilka
Sternberger, certified lactation educator.
Call 826-5774 for more info. 

SUNDAY 

Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids
of all ages, at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m.
thru Sept. 26, $12 adults, $10 kids ages 12
& under.  394-9779 ext. 1 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean
Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of
vendors and great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for
info.
Family Fundays at the Will Geer
Theatricum Botanicum (also Saturdays)
Ages 4 and up, 11:00 a.m., $8, 1419 N.
Topanga Blvd., Topanga Canyon, 310-455-
3723.

MONDAY 

Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park,
9:30 a.m., thru July 26th.  Ages 0-24
months with adult in conjunction with the
Infant and Family Support program of
SMMUSD.  
“Family Connections” is on summer
break.  Check back here for the fall
start-up date.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m.,
next session is July 12 – August 16.  
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-
9110

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm,
$15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.
www.yogagardenstudios.com
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.  Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN –
408-1717

A weekly look at events and programs for Santa Monica mothers and mothers to be



STATE

BY BETH FOUHY 
AP Political Writer 

BOSTON — In many ways, San Francisco Mayor
Gavin Newsom’s schedule at the Democratic National
Convention befits an ambitious young politician on the move
— by day, he tours Boston’s low-income housing projects
and by night, he’s honored at celebrity-laden parties. 

But since gaining notoriety last February as the
nation’s most prominent crusader for same-sex marriage,
there’s one conspicuous place Newsom won’t be seen
this week: at the podium, addressing the convention. 

“Unless there’s an outbreak of the flu or something,
and they’re desperately searching for someone,”
Newsom said with a laugh. 

It’s an interesting turn of events for the 36-year-old
Newsom, whose combination of glamour and earnest
policy wonkishness positioned him as a rising star in the
Democratic Party when he was first elected in December. 

After launching San Francisco’s high-profile gay
wedding spree in February, Newsom became something
of a political hot potato for top Democrats bracing for a
fight over a Republican-backed constitutional amend-
ment banning gay marriage, as well as a Massachusetts
court order setting a May 17 date for gay couples to begin

to wed legally in that state. 
“I had this little idea, you think they would have

embraced it,” Newsom later joked. 
The California Supreme Court ordered a halt to San

Francisco’s gay marriage experiment in March, and the
court is expected to rule soon on whether Newsom over-
stepped his authority. 

Publicly, the Kerry campaign had little to say about
the decision not to offer Newsom a speaking spot. 

“We have so many elected officials and we’d love to
have them speak at the convention,” spokeswoman
Alison Dobson said. “We’re thrilled to have him as a del-
egate, and he’s certainly part of the convention.” 

Some strategists said Newsom probably could have
gotten a speaking slot — during the day, away from
prime time — had he pushed. Others said the appearance
of being snubbed makes Newsom a more visible and
influential symbol. 

“Even though he isn’t speaking, he is one of the most
sought-after people at this convention because his coura-
geous deeds have spoken louder than anything that could
be said in a speech,” said Democratic strategist Chris
Lehane. 

He’s the guest-of-honor at parties hosted by Salon and
GQ magazines. On Friday night, at Salon’s event, former
Saturday Night Live comic Al Franken, political strate-
gist James Carville and political commentator Arianna
Huffington were among the guests. 

On Sunday, Newsom appeared nonplussed and said he
was too new in his job as mayor to warrant a major role
at the podium. But in a recent radio interview, Newsom
acknowledged his presence in Democratic presidential
nominee John Kerry’s orbit might be a bit too radioactive

for the campaign to handle. 
“If there is a photo op of Kerry and I ... there are 320

reporters following him around. What are they going to
ask?” Newsom told San Francisco radio station KFOG. 

Newsom said Kerry’s job right now is to appeal to
swing voters. 

Winnie Stachelberg, political director of the Human
Rights Campaign, a pro-gay rights organization, said she
was satisfied that the Kerry campaign had taken steps to
feature supporters of gay rights at the convention as well
as prominent gay and lesbian speakers, including
Wisconsin Rep. Tammy Baldwin, who addresses the del-
egates Monday. 

“I think it reflects the priority of this country at this
time,” Stachelberg said. 

Convention speaker or not, Newsom said Sunday
what he set forth in San Francisco had “significantly”
helped the Democratic Party and helped eventually
defeat the anti-gay marriage amendment in the U.S.
Senate. 

“It took pressure and focus away from Massachusetts
and the fact that people are getting married here every
day,” Newsom said. “And it forced Bush’s hand early in
terms of his support for the constitutional amendment.
They miscalculated, they failed, and they were embar-
rassed.” 

And Newsom said one goal for his convention week
schedule was to witness legal gay marriage in
Massachusetts firsthand. 

“I want to go to a registrar or a county clerk, just to see
it,” Newsom said. “To me it’s an extraordinary thing, to
see human beings and their relationships being validat-
ed.” 
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WANTED: USED
GYM EQUIPMENT

B E N E F I T I N G
CULVER CITY HIGH SCHOOL

CALL KATHRYN @ (310) 839-5937

DONATE Your Vehicle

1-866-7REDCROSS 
American Red Cross

Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs 

Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle. 

The call is free!
And so is the pick-up!

1 - 8 6 6 - 7 7 3 - 3 2 7 6

Physician House Calls L.A.
Doctors at your door

Is there a doctor in the house?
Yes, just call us now.

House calls are back!!

(310) 386-2109
No driving to the nearest Urgent Care Facility.
No waiting for hours in a crowded Emergency Room.
No expensive hospital bills for non-emergency services.

Next time you have a non life-threatening healthcare need
that requires the attention of a doctor, call us and one of our
experienced Family Practitioners or Pediatricians will attend
to your medical needs in the privacy of your own home.

Adult Pediatric Geriatric
Diet Control Management

Service is available in selected areas.
7:AM to 12:00 Midnight. Weekends and Holidays.

Payment is expected when service is required.
The visit is $200 during the week.
$225 on weekends and Holidays.

Patients are provided with a detailed comprehensive bill to
submit to their health insurance carrier for reimbursement.

We accept Medicare
Hold on to this ad for future reference.

SF Mayor conspicuously absent from DNC dais

BY JULIANA BARBASSA 
Associated Press Writer 

FRESNO — More than a dozen dairies in California
are building contraptions to turn one of their least-valued
products — the gases that rise from decomposing manure
— into one of the state’s most sought-after commodities
— energy. 

The state’s 1.72 million dairy cows, clustered heavily
in the Central Valley, have made California the country’s
top dairy state. Their milk and cream sell for more than
$4 billion a year, and the industry brings jobs and tax rev-
enue to counties with double-digit unemployment. 

But according to air officials, the state’s cows also
contribute about 10 percent of the chemical compounds
that combine in the atmosphere to produce ozone, a prin-
cipal component in the smog that plagues the San
Joaquin Valley’s air. 

By capturing the offending gases of dairy air, farmers
are not only reducing the emissions that cloud the valley,
but cutting their own electricity costs. The decidedly
low-tech technology also has the potential to play a role,
albeit a small one, in meeting the state’s constant hunger
for new power sources. 

To produce energy, the farmer has to scrape up the
manure, mix it with water, and pour it into a lagoon typ-
ically covered by an enormous plastic bag. When the
mixture is heated, it produces methane, which is trapped
by the bag, piped into a generator, and burned to create
electricity. 

The experiment comes a time when the agriculture
industry is having to abide by air pollution regulations

for the first time. By the end of the month, the local air
district is expected to issue guidelines for clean-air tech-
nology that will be required in new dairies — and so-
called “methane digesters” are part of the solution, offi-
cials said. 

“This is probably one of the best forms of emission
control from dairies,” said Dave Warner, who leads the
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District’s per-
mit program. 

But what really got farmers interested, they said, was
that the machines literally turn manure into money. 

Ron Koetsier, who has 1,200 dairy cows on 160 acres
near Visalia in Tulare County, qualified for a matching
grant from the state, and since 2002 has been saving
about $30,000 a year on energy costs — about half his
annual bill — because he can now produce most of the
energy he needs onsite. 

Once his digester is hooked up to the local utility com-
pany, Koetsier said he’ll be able to bank energy with the
company. When he feeds excess energy into the system,
his electricity meter will run backward. 

Methane digesters won’t produce enough energy to
make a significant dent in the state’s energy demand —
or even come close, experts said. 

Manure from one cow can generate up to two kilo-
watts per day — enough to brighten two light bulbs, said
Warner, and it takes a dozen cows to power an average
house. But the other advantages — allowing farmers to
save money, trapping gases and other chemicals that
would have turned into harmful pollutants, and reducing
the volume of animal waste — make the machines an
alternative supported by environmentalists as well. 

California dairies turning manure
to money with help of new devices



NATIONAL

BY PAUL FOY 
Associated Press Writer 

SALT LAKE CITY — Three days
before her husband reported her missing,
Lori Hacking took a phone call at work
that left her stunned and sobbing, her col-
leagues at a brokerage house told The
Associated Press. 

Several colleagues say that Hacking
had been arranging for on-campus hous-
ing at the University of North Carolina
medical school and that they believe the
school was returning a call to say her hus-
band, Mark Hacking, wasn’t enrolled
there, as he had told her. 

Lori Hacking left work early after
receiving the call the afternoon of Friday,
July 16. Mark Hacking reported his wife’s
disappearance the following Monday. She
is now feared dead, and her husband has
become the focus of the police investiga-
tion. 

At the time of her disappearance, the
couple were packing for a move to North
Carolina that was to occur within weeks.
But after she vanished, police and family
members learned that in addition to lying
about being accepted to the University of
North Carolina, Mark Hacking had not
even graduated from college. 

Mark Hacking, a nightshift hospital
orderly, has been at a psychiatric hospital
since police found him running naked in
sandals the night after the search for his
wife began. 

Lori Hacking, a 27-year-old trading
assistant who just learned she was five
weeks pregnant, was a private woman
who didn’t share personal troubles, mak-
ing her breakdown in the office all the
more unusual, say colleagues at Wells
Fargo Securities Services. 

“She was visibly upset. She started to
cry and got up to walk away,” her super-
visor, Randy Church, told the AP on
Monday. When co-workers asked her
what was wrong, she replied, “It’s no big

deal; I’m OK. But I think I will go
home,"’ he recounted.

Officials at the University of North
Carolina were trying to determine
whether one of their administrators made
the call. 

But Lori Hacking’s co-workers gave
accounts of the phone call to homicide
detectives after she was reported missing. 

“We wouldn’t have any reason to
doubt” the Wells Fargo employee
accounts, Detective Dwayne Baird said
Monday. He would not comment further,
but later dismissed suggestions that an
arrest was imminent. 

“Our most important focus in this case
is the fact we have a missing person and,
coupled with that, it’s under very, very
suspicious circumstances,” he said. 

Church said detectives showed up at
Wells Fargo the day after Hacking’s dis-
appearance and inspected her e-mail and
computer files. 

Thelma Soares was unaware her
daughter had received the upsetting phone
call, but didn’t get a chance to speak to
her that weekend before she vanished,
family spokesman Scott Dunaway said
Monday. 

It was about 10 a.m. July 19 that Mark
Hacking placed a call to his wife’s office,
speaking first to Brandon Hodge, another
trading assistant she was training. He did-
n’t ask where his wife was, but instead
how she was doing, Hodge told the AP. 

“By the way, how is Lori?” Hacking
reportedly asked. Hodge said he replied,
“Well, she’s not made it into work yet.” 

Church then took the phone and recalls
Hacking saying she hadn’t returned from
a sunrise jog at Memory Grove, a down-
town park near the office. Hacking made
it seem he was calling from his apartment,
Church said. 

“Oh, my God, her (work) clothes are
still here,” Hacking reportedly said to
Church, who had been expecting Lori
Hacking at 7 a.m. and says she was never

late to work. 
“I said, `You need to call police imme-

diately. Just get off the phone,"’ Church
said. 

But Hacking did not immediately call
police, and police say he was at a store
buying a new mattress shortly before
reporting his wife missing. 

Three of her co-workers who spoke to
the AP said they showed up at Memory
Grove before Mark Hacking joined them.
When he arrived in his Dodge Durango,
they told him his wife already had been
reported missing. He then placed a call of
his own to police dispatchers. 

Hacking began an aimless search,
walking and pondering before taking off
on his own and abandoning Lori’s co-
workers. But first, he sat in his sport-util-

ity vehicle with an address book on his
lap, making phone calls, apparently to rel-
atives who said they received the news
about this time. 

Results on some of the evidence col-
lected by police, including a mattress
recovered from a trash bin and a box
spring taken from the apartment, could
come back from a laboratory this week. 

The Hacking family has hired Utah
defense attorney D. Gilbert Athay, who
said Monday that he has spoken to Mark
Hacking many times since being hired by
the family on Thursday. Athay refused to
characterize his conversations with
Hacking. 

Baird refused to say whether Hacking
was being held at the psychiatric hospital
involuntarily. 
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Speech Recognition Technology Works!
• Why pay for Medical/Legal Transcription?
• Instant turnaround time!
• Effectively replace traditional transcription!

call for information/demonstration
310.490.0345

professional version

Michael Freeman Bliss, MA www.sr4hp.com
National Speech Recognition Consultant & Author

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310/440-8500 ext. 104 Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Specializing in Leasing 
& Selling Office &

Industrial Buildings

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press Writer 

BOSTON — Bill Clinton had the
spotlight on Day One of John Kerry’s
convention, as the soon-to-be Democratic
presidential nominee cast for votes in
Florida. Amid tight security, convention
delegates readied for an evening of
speeches with a day of parties. 

The prime-time speech by Clinton, the
last Democrat to occupy the White House,
was to cap a first night of the convention
focused on Kerry’s stated vision for
America: a strong economy, a growing
middle class, affordable health care and a
beefed-up military. 

The former president dismissed any
idea he might overshadow Kerry. 

“I feel good about the way he relates to
voters,” Clinton said Sunday. As for him-
self: “I’m going to give a talk and get out
of town.” 

Kerry was visiting the Kennedy Space
Center in the key state of Florida on

Monday to talk about affordable health
care. He popped into Boston for a brief
surprise appearance Sunday night at the
Yankees-Red Sox game, throwing out the
first pitch. 

“It’s great to be back in Boston for a
game like this,” Kerry said after the Red
Sox won, 9-6. He will make a grand
entrance at the convention Wednesday,
the day before he accepts the party’s pres-
idential nomination. 

Clinton’s wife, Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, was to introduce the former pres-
ident, after speakers including New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, former
President Carter and Al Gore, who lost to
Republican George W. Bush in 2000 after
a drawn-out ballot recount in Florida. 

Kerry said a team of lawyers is looking
at voting problems to try to prevent a
repeat of that dispute. 

But security was the immediate worry.
This year’s convention is the first since
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and

police and military authorities already had
revved up. 

Camouflaged military police kept watch
on elevated rail lines overlooking the
FleetCenter, the sports arena where 4,350
delegates will gather through Thursday.
Helicopters circled overhead constantly. 

Bomb-sniffing dogs and officers with
guns patrolled nearby streets. Metal barri-
cades about 7 feet high directed foot traf-
fic and limited access to the FleetCenter.
Numerous roads will be closed during the
convention, and authorities braced for
gridlock Monday as commuters seek
alternate routes to and from work. 

But despite the precautions and the ter-
rorism threat, the convention’s message
was relentlessly upbeat, underscoring the
unity behind Kerry as the man Democrats
hope will deny Bush a second term. 

No platform fight loomed, and the rel-
ative lack of President Bush-bashing was
a strategy conceived in part because of
polls indicating Kerry’s Democratic base

is already solidly behind him. The rela-
tively small portion of undecided voters
instead wants to hear more about him and
his plans. 

“This is going to be the most harmo-
nious convention we’ve had in years,”
Richardson, the convention chairman,
said Sunday. 

Protests remained mostly scattered.
Two groups _ about 3,000 protesting
mainly against the Iraq war and about
1,000 abortion opponents _ exchanged
angry words blocks from the FleetCenter
on Sunday. A few anti-abortion protesters
lay in fetal positions in the street as fellow
protesters drew chalk outlines around
them. 

Police moved them along, but two peo-
ple were taken into custody. 

“This is just the beginning of a week of
protests,” said Larry Holmes, spokesman
for Act Now to Stop War and End
Racism, the coalition of activist groups
that staged the anti-war march. 

Clinton in the leadoff spot at Kerry’s convention

Missing woman’s husband reportedly lied about his past
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

Chiropractic &

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

Victoria D.
Lucas

D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

Accupuncture
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$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

CLAUDE SHORT 3x3.5 4 generations of serv

Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘00 Volvo C70 coupe

low miles, one owner, vin#018256 $19,995 

This Week’s Special

Gardening
LAWN & Garden Service 
Maintenance English speaking,
excellent local references.
Greenscenegardens.com 
877-476-7236

Employment
BILLING CLERK needed for 
Plumbing Contractor. Good typing
skills, knowledge of Quickbooks,
answering phones, 310-394-5130

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FOR AIRPORT area: Auto rental 
franchise, bilingual, Spanish pre-
ferred. Fax resume (310)649-
0879 or call (310)490-0302

NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their 
Sales Department!! Flexible 
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn 
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at 
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our 
website: goymt.com

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
Manager, Santa Monica Office. 
Must live close. Self-motivated to 
support sales team. Experience in 
all MS applications & general 
office admin. Marketing skills also 
desired. Competitive salary. 
Hours are 8-3pm. May consider 
full time hours for the right 
applicant.Email too 
dcarville@ABSLA.com

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day. 
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car. 
Near Venice/Robertson. 
(310)253-9091

SANTA MONICA Dental Office 
needs 5 clerks w/computer & 
phone skills. Call Nicole
310-828-7429

SANTA MONICA Gas station has 
immediate opening for cashier F/T 
friendly w/strong customer service 
(310)451-2355

Employment
SANTA MONICA Photo Company
seeks sales person(s) to contact 
established accounts. Unlimited
potential, P/T-F/T, Rachael
310-899-6972

SECRETARIAL POSITION in LA
English/Spanish, answer phones,
billing, Data entry. Call 
323-582-5167, Hours 8am-4pm

Venice Boardwalk or 
Promenade Work on Food cart
PT/FT,good pay, fun job. 
Call (310)392-7306, 10am-5pm

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

YARDMAN BUILDING Materials
Store F/T Including Saturdays, will 
train. Requires lifting,apply in 
person at Bourget Brothers,
1636 11th Street Santa Monica, 
CA 90404 310-450-6556

For Sale
GUITAR: GOOD Sound, Beautiful
Wood $80, European Violin
Ready to play, $125
310-455-1031

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Vehicles for sale
2000 BUICK Le Sabre,LTD 39K
Excellent Condition, Black/Tan 
leather, new tires & battery.
$11,800 310-471-0432

1966 MUSTANG, HARDTOP 
COUPE. Needs new wiring, 
excellent condition, perfect interior
all stock. Original radio intact, new 
sound system inside. $4000-Firm
310-823-4793

Vehicles for sale
‘

‘01 F150 XLT Supercab 
$18,988 Low Mls. Great buy! 
(1KA29098) Santa Monica 

Ford
(310)451-1588.

‘95 Honda Civic EX
$6995 Air cond. Spread 

(vin#027532) Santa Monica 
Ford

(310)451-1588.

‘01 Ford Expedition
Call for price, silver, loaded & 

more! (vin#UBR772)
Santa Monica Ford 

(310)451-1588.

‘97 Ford Explorer
$8,995 (ID# A41915)
Santa Monica Ford

(310)451-1588.

‘00 Ford Explorer
$12,995 (ID#B30956)

Santa Monica Ford
(310)451-1588.

‘01 Ford Expedition XLT
$22,995 (ID#B59858)

Santa Monica Ford
(310)451-1588.

‘98 Lincoln Continental
$11,995 (ID#B626495)

Santa Monica Ford
(310)451-1588.

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’00 Isuzu
Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise

(ID#4337000)
$7,995 

’99 Dodge
Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize
Tires & Wheels, Auto,

A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134) 

$12,995

’99 Ford
Explorer 

Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

SOLD

Vehicles for sale
CLAUDE SHORT 1x5-A

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

‘89 FORD E-150
VAN CONVERSION
TV-VCR/ONLY 75K
VIN C35999 $4,995

‘00 CHRYSLER 300M
LOW MILES

MOON ROOF,
CHROME WHEELS
VIN 323726 $13,995

‘00 VOLVO C70
COUPE

ONLY 39K, CLEAN
CAR, ONE OWNER
VIN 018256 $19,995

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

2002 Lexus LS 430 Sedan 4D
V8 4.3 Liter, 5spd Auto Overdrive

Rear Wheel Drive, Leather, Moon Roof
$39,995 (075981)

2002 Infiniti I35 Sedan 4D
V6 3.5 Liter, Automatic,

Front Wheel Drive, Leather, Alloy Wheels
$18,995 (000358)

1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee Ltd
Sport Utility 4d

Auto, AC, Power Steering,
Power Windows and Locks,

Leather, ABS 
$10,260 (305522)

2004 Lexus GS 300 Sedan 4D
6 cyl. 3 liter, 5 spd overdrive, Power Windows, Tilt

Wheel, Roof Racks
$39,995 (193543)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

Vehicles for sale
SANTA MONICA Nissan

‘03 Honda Element
$17,995
Loaded, w/all the Toys!
(VIN L014293)

‘03 Infinity FX45 V8
$41,995
Orig MSRP $52,000 DVD, Navig.
(103X001763)

‘04 Nissan 350Z
$29,995
Loaded! Touring!
(4T151640)

‘04 Nissan QUEST 3.5
$22,995
New Model, Including DVD
(4N300182)

00 Volvo S80
$18,995
Low Miles! One Owner!
(Y1081522)

SANTA MONICA NISSAN
1599 SM BLVD., SANTA MONICA

(888) 651-4821

VIEW OUR COMPLETE
INVENTORY ONLINE
WWW.SANTAMONICANISSAN.COM

LEXUS/VW OF Santa Monica

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

2003 Volkswagen GTI Hatchback 2D
All power, Dual Front and side

Leather and Moon Roof
$15,150 (026254)

2004 Nissan 350Z Coupe 2D
V6 3.5 Liter, 6 speed manual, rear wheel drive

Power Door locksl, Duel Front Air bags
$32,995  (T150321)

2003 VW New Beetle GL Hatchback 2D
AC, Power Steering, 

automatic, Duel Front Air bags
$14,995  (427933)

1999 Honda Civic EX Coupe 2D
Auto, 4cyl 1.6 liter VTEC,

Power Steering, Duel Front Air Bags
$12,250 (053966)

Vehicles for sale
TOYOTA

2002 TOYOTA

ECHO Coupe 2D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Auto, AC, Power Steering,

CD player. $12,990

(20221753)

2001 TOYOTA

TACOMOA PreRunner

DOUBLE CAB 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Power Everthying, 

CD player, $21,100

(Z798780)

2003 SUBARU

OUTBACK 4D

Like New, AC, CD player,

Power Everything, $16,995

(37617006)

2001 TOYOTA

AVALON XL SEDAN 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Auto, CD player, Power

Everthing, ABS, $16,600

(1U144203)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

Instruction
FREE WORKSHOP  
INTRODUCTION TO 
MEDITATION & Mindfulness
Tuessday 7/27  7pm-8:15pm
Center for Healing Arts 1247 
7th Street, 3rd Floor, Santa 
Monica. Info at
www.meditation4joy.com

FUN PIANO Lessons! All Styles!
Affordable Rates! Beginners 
Welcome, All Ages Contact
Amy 323-363-3303

LOOK LIKE A Star!! Hollywood 
Make-up artist will give private 
make-up application lessons.
310-804-4535

Wanted
HOUSEKEEPER/NANNY AVAIL-
ABLE. European, hard working 
person. Reliable, driver good eng-
lish. Live in, great personality 
(914)433-4554

For Rent
*BIG BEAR* Worldmark by
Trendwest, 6,000 Credits, 12,000
Available, *$5200*
1-877-478-7938

DBAS
Case #SS012732
Superior Court of California
1725 Main Street Santa Monica California
1. Name of each petitioner: 
Victoria Caldwell Later & Aurelio
Gomez
2. Petitioner requests that the court decree the 
following name changes:
Samantha Monick Gomez changed to Samantha 
Monick 
Gomez Caldwell Later

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE FOR
IMMEDIATE ADVERTISING

CALL US TODAY AT 310-458-7737
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WWW.CPHOMEEQUITY.COM

NEED EXTRA CASH? WANT TO PAY OFF YOUR HIGH INTEREST 
CREDIT CARDS? NEED A NEW CAR? NEED A NEW ROOF? 

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT
ALWAYS PRIME RATE MINUS 0.05%
BORROW UP TO 90% OF YOUR HOME VALUE UP TO $200,000 (MINUS 
YOUR 1ST MORTGAGE)
NO CLOSING COST, NO POINT, NO APPLICATION FORMS TO FILL 
OUT 
APPLY ON-LINE, YOU’LL GET THE RESULT IN MINUTES .
WEBSITE ADDRESS : 
CPHOMEEQUITY.COM 
WE ALSO PROVIDE LOW INTEREST RE-FINANCE AND LOW DOWN 
PAYMENT PURCHASE PROGRAM
PLEASE CONTACT WILLIAM AUYANG AT CAPITAL PLACE
TOLL FREE 866-913-9180
CA LIC # 01341307
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLIED

WWW.CPHOMEEQUITY.COM
NEED EXTRA CASH? WANT TO PAY OFF YOUR HIGH INTEREST

CREDIT CARDS? NEED A NEW CAR? NEED A NEW ROOF?

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

ALWAYS A PRIME RATE MINUS 0.05%

BORROW UP TO 90% OF YOUR HOME VALUE UP TO

$200,000 (MINUS YOUR 1ST MORTGAGE)

NO CLOSING COST, NO POINT

NO APPLICATION FORMS TO FILL OUT

APPLY ONLINE, YOU’LL GET THE RESULTS IN MINUTES

WEBSITE ADDRESS: CPHOMEEQUITY.COM

WE ALSO PROVIDE LOW INTEREST RE-FINANCE AND LOW

DOWN PAYMENT PURCHASE PROGRAM

PLEASE CONTACT WILLIAM AUYANG AT CAPITAL PLACE

TOLL FREE 866-913-9180
CA LIC#01341307 *SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

SONIA WILLIAMS Past,
Present Future, Psychic. 
Spiritual, clairvoyant, palm reader, fortune teller, tarot cards.
310-278-5099 SONIA WILLIAMS

*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*

*Palm Reader*

*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099

For Rent
$700.00 SANTA MONICA
HOUSE TO Shr, close to SMC., Part. 
Furn., PVT bd., shr , w/c pet,fridge, female 
student preferred, parking included, six 
month minimum lease, utilities included,
www.westsiderentals.com

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $2000 
2+2 $1900-$2800. W/D in Unit, 
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street. 
(310)862-1000.

APARTMENT FOR Rent: Santa 
Monica, 1 bedroom, hardwood 
floors, street parking, laundry 
on-site, one year lease, water 
included, $1100. Call Mike at
310-395-6618

BRENTWOOD UPPER Bright 
Spacious 1+1 w/security garage,
laundry, Open 7-10, 10-12:30
11848 Kiowa $1375 
310-390-2765

CHARMING BEVERLY HILLS 
Single close to Nieman Marcus. 
Has hardwood floors and view of 
the garden. 1 year lease, no pets.
$895 415-235-8261

CULVER CITY Brand New 
Townhome 2,600sq/ft 3bd/2.5ba
High ceilings, rooftop deck, 
storage, fireplaces, laundry, two 
patios, great big living room, near
Sony Studios. $3450, 1 yr lease,
310-216-9558

ELLY NESIS The Best RentalsThe BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HISTORIC VENICE Canals 3+3 
Serene Lower unit,stv/fridge, 
W/D, free cable, HBO, Pet ok,
$3500/mo 310-822-2640

HOWARD MANAGEMENT 
GROUP

310-869-0468
AVAILABLE RENTALS

1037 5th Street #1 2bd 2ba
Front Unit 2 car parking 

$2195/mo

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 2 bd 2 ba, split 
floor plan with two fireplaces,
new carpet & paint. 2 car gated 
parking. $1450 1 year lease, no 
pets  310-466-9256

MDR ADJACENT Large 2bed 
2bath, newer gated building 
2car gated parking, AC,  
fireplace, quiet neighborhood, 
laundry rm. 1 year lease,no 
pets $1550 310-578-9729

OPEN SAT-SUN  9-12  
SANTA MONICA, 2BR 1BA, 11th
Street Upper Unit. Tiled kitchen, 
bath, oriental rugs, fridge, laundry,
underground parking, call Wayne
310-394-4837 $1550

PALISADES, ONE Bedroom, new 
paint, stove, refridgerator, 
covered parking, laundry, in top 
condition, no pets, non-smoker,
$1090/mo 310-477-6767

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 
$890/MO 1bd1ba. Appliances, no 
pets, parking, 2009 Preuss Road 
#3 Los Angeles CA 90034 
Mngr. in #1

SANTA MONICA (upper), Unf., 2bd1ba 
w/c pet, r/s, carpets, pool, laundry, sauna, 
parking included, month-to-month, cable 
included, August 1st, 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2BD Upper, 
peak ocean view, hardwood floors
lots of windows, bright & airy
$1800/mo 310-729-5367

SANTA MONICA : $1440/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint,water 
paid No pets(818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA
APARTMENT,1bd 1ba,w/cpet,r/s ,carpets, 
large closets, laundry, close to SMC, 800 
sq ft, parking included, one year minimum 
lease,www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA
APARTMENTS,Unf., 1 Bdrm, 1 bath, w/c 
cat w/deposit,r/s,hardwood floors, new ap-
pliances, completely restored, parking in-
cluded, one year minimum lease
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA
FURNISHED APARTMENT TO SHARE, 
Prvt. Bdrm., private bath, 1847 18th St, 
w/c pet, refrigerator, street parking, flexible 
lease, water included
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA
TRADITIONAL DUPLEX, 2Bd1ba, plus 
family room,w/c pet, r/s, d/w, hardwood 
floors, W/D, yard, street parking, flexible 
lease, share utilities
www.westsiderentals.com 

SANTA MONICA
TRIPLEX,1bd1ba,w/c pet, r/s, controlled 
access,hwd flrs,W/D,microwave,tiled kitch-
en, parking included, six month minimum 
lease, www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Unf., Studio, 1 bath, 818 
Cedar St., w/c pet, r/s, carpets, newly re-
modeled, parking included, one year mini-
mum lease, utilities included
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA
Unf.,2bd 1.5ba, w/c pet, refrigerator, stove, 
hardwood floors, large closets, laundry, 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA,$1595/MO
North of Wilshire, Prime location
1bdrm 1ba Upper, just 
redecorated, hardwood floors, 
backyard, walk to 3rd Street 
Promenade & Ocean, Open Sat & 
Sun 10am-1pm 310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA,Unf., 2bd 1.5 bath,  w/c 
pet, stove, carpets, large closets, laundry, 
quiet neighborhood, new paint, WSRC 
credit check, one year minimum lease, 
www.westsiderentals.com

THIS BUILDING is very 
convenient for any commute.It is 
on a quiet street. There is plenty 
of street parking beyond the 
assigned space. 1 year lease, no 
pets. $895. 310-466-9256 

VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
bath house. Completely reno-
vated 4-story brick building with 
lots of charm and unbeatable 
views of the ocean, mountains 
and sunsets. All singles w/ full 
kitchens and bathrooms, some 
with exposed brick. Views of the 
ocean, laundry room, storage 
available, water and gas heat 
paid. 1 year lease, no pets. 
$925. (310)466-9256

VENICE BEACH,incredible, 
Loft/Live space. Free-standing 
1904 brick building,exposed brick 
walls, w/ new kitchen & bath. One 
block from the ocean. 14-foot ceil-
ings, skylights, concrete floors, 
laundry hookups, Clawfoot tub, 
Parking, 1 year lease, no pets 
Avail 9/1/04 $2195  310-466-9256

VENICE BEACH1 bedroom with 
Ocean View in Tudor Style 
building. Great location, 1/2 block 
to the beach. 1 year lease, no 
pets.Shown Saturday July 24 
between 1:30-2:30pm Also seen 
by appointment $1795 
310-401-0027

VENICE DUPLEX 2bd 1.5ba 
upper,2 car parking, W/D 
hookups, hardwood floors and 
lots of charm. 1year lease, no 
pets, no smoking. $1525. 
310-466-9256

VENICE: STORAGE garage 
available, lockable gate, approx 
140 sq/ft. $175 310-466-9256

WLA/PALMS SPACIOUS 2+1 
Upper, $1200/mo. On Keystone 
near Palms Blvd. Appliances, 
laundry, parking, info.
310-828-4481

Houses For Rent
MARINA DEL Rey Silver Strand
4+3 2Car Garage 3,000sq/ft Walk 
to beach & Marina, Completely
Remodeled, new appliances
$8K/Mo 310-293-1744

PRIME BRENTWOOD
Professor’s home, fully furnished.
3BD Huge garage for storage, 
gardener available for 5/mos
$3600/mo 510-409-2861

Houses For Rent
W LA 1828 Armacost 2+1+den
Charming house, huge yard, 
hardwood floors, double-space 
parking, $2190/mo,213-748-9393
310-276-6330

WESTCHESTER AREA
2bd+Office Fenced Backyard, 
quiet street, Garage contact Don
310-216-9558 $2150

WLA 3BD 2BA House for Lease
Completely Remodeled, Large 
yard, laundry room, quiet safe 
neighborhood-Pets ok! $2800/mo
310-445-8649

Roommates
SINGLE MOM seeks Single Mom
1 Child,looking for room to rent,
$700-$900/mo 818-259-1111 By
8/1

Commercial Lease
SID FREIDMAN

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

1,000SQFT ACROSS from 
St.Johns Hospital. Reception, 
business office/ba 3exams, 
conference room 3,350/mo for 
5years (310)663-8062

1316 THIRD ST. Promenade 
1 Office available. 10x23 Great 
Creative Space (310)613-1415.

320 WILSHIRE at 3rd Street 
Promenade. Office Space 
550sq/ft $1250/mo 
310-576-3433

FULL SERVICE OFFICES & 
secretarial bays available in 
upscale Santa Monica 
building.  310-883-3333

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

OFFICE SPACE: Santa Monica, 
400 sq/ft, street parking, located 
by UCLA Medical Center, new 
carpet and paint, water included.
$800-Call Mike at 310-395-6618

PACIFIC PALISADES Village 
1,000 Sq/ft 3 offices, sub-lease, 2 
years. Furnished or unfurnished.
Call Rick at 310-459-6256;
310-466-9066

WEST L.A. PRIME PROF. 
OFFICE- Share 1,367 sq/ft. office 
w/patio view, conference/filing 
room, dsl line. $1350/mth. 
Available 7/1. CALL 
310-479-4484

Real Estate
1250 AMHERST St. Los Angeles, 
Santa Monica Adj. Desirable 
condo unit w spacious,open floor 
plan. 2bd 2ba,2 fireplaces,2 
balconies.Great complex w/low 
HOA. Close to beaches,shopping
& freeways. Unit vacant.Owner 
needs quick sale. $530K
310-283-4970 Agt

BEACHFRONT CONDOS for 
Sale! Private Party in Rosarito.
www.oceanfrontrosarito.com

Real Estate
DOUGLAS PARK Condo 3bd 
3bath Townhome,end unit.
Fireplace,gated bldng, wet bar, 
W/D Hookups, Patios, 2 secured 
& covered parking spaces.
$665K Agent-714-743-3252

LUXURIOUS HIGH Rise 
Condominium Century City Large
2bd+2ba Corner unit, two 
balconies, Ocean & City views.
$650,000 2160 Century Park East
Agent 562-634-7437

SANTA MONICA ELEGANT 2+2 
with Fabulous View. Close to 
beach, Italian tile, cable, huge 
walk-in closets. $640K
818-887-2639 Broker

WESTSIDE BUYERS!
Would you like to find your new 
house from the comforts of your 
own home?Free Recorded 
Message-
1-887-545-2201 ID#2001

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted
I BUY Full Price! All Cash 
3-day close! 
800-870-5162x2003

Storage Space
W.LA 3-CAR GARAGE for rent, 
Storage Only  $500/mo,
310-391-8880

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. 
Very private, very discreet, 
6am-9pm. Incall/Outcall special 
rate between 6am-9pm, Rachel
310-339-6709

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit.  Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue. 
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310)749-0621

Deep Tissue Bodywork
$40/hr Swedish & Thai 
Included. Non-Sexual. Paul.  
310.741.1901.

DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. 
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

THAI YOGA & Swedish Massage
by Thai Ladies. Non-Sexual Only
$45/hr www.phthaiyogamassage.
com Call 323-219-2845

Massage
TWO WEEKS only. Goddes-
stouch, Tantra, Sacred Spot. 
10am-7pm. M-F. (805)660-8056 
www.goddessworld.com. Rose 
and Lincoln

Announcements
PROOFREADER AVAILABLE for
Novels, Manuscripts, Biographies,
Scripts,etc. More than a decade 
of experience, currently an Editor 
of a Local paper. 310-451-1699

HOMESTAY SERVICESHOST
INT’L STUDENTS!!!

short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

OK, CALL TODAY!!!

310-393-5337
GET $200 of Grocery Coupons of 
Your Choice 800-404-1475 
ext.169136 Free Recorded 
Messages

CLARE FOUNDATION

CLARE
FOUNDATION INC.
OVER 34 YEARS ON THE WESTSIDE

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE!
MUST BE IN WORKING CONDITION!

100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE!  ALL PROCEEDS
GO TO THE CLARE FOUNDATION

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

(310) 314-6229

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995. 
(800)234-6982.

Yard Sales
GARAGE SALE Saturday 7/31, 
Sunday 8/1 Furniture, Interior 
Design Accessories & More!!
929 Idaho Ave. 8am-12 Noon

Yard Sales
INTERNATIONAL FAMILY looks 
to unload souvenirs from Europe, 
Asia, & Africa as well as DVD’S,
Vhs, Cd’s, Toys, clothes etc. In a 
Yard Sale Saturday July 31st
9am-1pm No Early Birds!
536 26th Street

Fitness
DECAF FOR the Soul

Decaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga
Relax and work out those kinks after your work day

(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings, beginning August 3rd 2004

6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.

Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$10/17 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

DBAS
FILE NO. 04-1893515 FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAMES STATEMENTS THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE)  DOING BUSINESS AS: The 
Songwriter Collective, 1831 Colorado Ave.Santa 
Monica, CA 90404 The full name of registrant(s) 
is/are : The Songwriter  Collective (CALIFORNIA), 
Santa Monica, CA 90404This Business is being 
conducted, A Limited Liability The registrant com-
menced to transact business under the fictitious 
business name/names listed above on: Registrant 
has not yet begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed 
herein./s/: Harold W. Carr, CEO This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of  LOS ANGELES 
County on 7/23/04   indicated by the file stamp 
above.  NOTICE- THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO 
THAT DATE. The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another federal, state, or common 
law(see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code).SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS 
Published 7/27/04,8/2/04,8/9/04,8/16/04

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME:
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IBM REMODELING
IBM Remodeling, INC. 10%

to

20%
OFF
with 

this ad

General Contractors
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

BATHROOMS

ADDITIONS

PATIOS

DECKS

ROOFING

DRIVEWAYS

KITCHENS

ANY CONSTRUCTIONS

100% FINANCING

NO MONEY DOWN

VERY EZ TERMS

Our Goals is Satisfaction

Ph 888-668-0444 • Lic#773163

LDT

FREE CONSULTATION (310) 989-6677 ldtcompute@aol.com

Small Business? Computer Problems?

No IT staff? Call LDT to the rescue!
MICROSOFT  CERT I F I ED  SYSTEMS  ENG INEER  AND  TRA INER

TRAINING • NETWORKING • HARDWARE • WEB DESIGN • SOFTWARE

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate. 
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays. 
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS No job too small. 2 men, 
$50 per hour. Fully insured. We make it 
EZ. Free prep. & boxes. Discount for 
handicap & seniors. Since 1975. Lic. T-
163844
$30.00 OFF with this ad
(323)263-2378 or (800)2GO-BEST

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

LICENSED IN HOME CHILD-CARE
IN LOVING ENVIRONMENT

SPECIALIZING IN 0-3 YRS
INCLUDES MEALS 24 HRS

(310) 823 0414

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
“A Professional Painting 
Contractor” License#809274
dennisstankie@yahoo.com
818-420-9265(Pager)
818-415-5189 After 8pm

Services
BLUE RIBBON 1x2

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with 

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
locally owned and operated 

310-729-2931

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRYCONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Cabinetry

310-428-1602

GET ORGANIZED! For filing 
system set-ups, unpacking from 
major move, uncluttering clos-
ets and other home/office paper 
management problems, etc. 
Hire a professional organizer. 
Call Christine Cohen. (310)274-
4988
Member: National Association 
of Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design,installing and 
troubleshooting.16 years expe-
rience with audio/video 
systems,satellite,cable,telphone 
and computer networks. 
(310)450-6540.

Services
“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 673-2443

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising. You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 

hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, 

etc. Made by professional Call

Michael 310-980-2674 

Services
PAINTING CO.
Painting Company
Dry Wall • Plaster
Stucco • Repair

25 Years Experience
Contractor Licensed & Bonded

(213)

590
2584

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . 
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

STEVE’S DISCOUNT Plumb-
ing

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

WINDOW CLEANING,
Professional, Residential & 
Commercial, Free Estimate! 
Specializing in Luxury Homes
310-709-1257

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 

Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET Ac-
cess Up to 8X Faster than 
DSL.
Only $12.99 per month!

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Credit Services
CREDIT PROBLEMS? Get the 
credit score you deserve! 
Guaranteed Results 
310-430-4271

Computer Services

(310) 395-6884 

Computer Repairs Computer Repairs Computer Repairs    

Networking, Set-Up, Installation, 
Training, Wireless (WiFi), DSL/Cable, 
Virus Protection and Removal  

Fast On-Site  
Service  

For Business or In-Home 

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!

ADVERTISE WITH
THE DAILY PRESS

CALL US TODAY
310-458-7737

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more
than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks,
credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa
Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services
directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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By The Associated Press

■ LONDON — Former “Sex and the City” star Kim
Cattrall is to make her London stage debut next year in
“Whose Life Is It Anyway,” producers have announced. 

Peter Hall will direct Cattrall in an updated version of
Brian Clark’s 1978 drama about a sculptor paralyzed in
a road accident who seeks the right to die. 

Mary Tyler Moore won a Tony Award in 1980 for
playing the role on Broadway. The play was filmed the
next year with Richard Dreyfuss in the lead. 

Born in Liverpool, England, and raised in Canada,
Cattrall played Samantha on the HBO sitcom, which
ended a six-season run earlier this year. 

Previews for “Whose Life Is It Anyway” begin Jan.
7, 2005. The play is scheduled to open Jan. 25 for a 16-
week run at the Duke of York’s theater. 

■ SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif. — Impressed with a
tasty sandwich, Oprah Winfrey decided to invest in the
Art Cafe and Bakery. 

“It turns out this was the most expensive sandwich
I’ve ever had,” Winfrey said Sunday after a restaurant
photo shoot for the October issue of her magazine, O. 

A few weeks ago, Winfrey ate a chicken curry sand-
wich from the cafe and was overwhelmed. She offered to
buy the place. Less than 24 hours later, the talk-show host
sent cafe owner and chef Margaux Sky a check. The two
had never met, and Winfrey hadn’t even seen the cafe. 

Sky, who had considered selling the cafe because of
the long hours and modest profit, was surprised. 

“It was just a sandwich, you know what I mean?” she
said. 

■ BATON ROUGE, La. — Rapper C-Murder, who
is awaiting trial in Jefferson Parish on murder charges,
has been indicted by a Baton Rouge grand jury on
attempted second-degree murder charges in an unrelat-

ed case. 
The rapper, whose real name is Corey Miller, is

accused of shooting at a Baton Rouge club owner and
patron on Aug. 14, 2001. He faces a 50-year prison sen-
tence if convicted of the second-degree murder charge. 

Baton Rouge prosecutors Jeff Traylor and Brenda
O’Neal said they couldn’t comment about why it took
three years to bring the case to a grand jury. 

Miller’s New Orleans lawyer, Ronald Rakosky, said
it usually takes prosecutors only a matter of weeks to get
a case before a grand jury. He said East Baton Rouge
Parish prosecutors did nothing with Miller’s case for
years and only got “cranked up” after a state judge
ordered a new trial for Miller in the Jefferson Parish
case. 

Miller’s Baton Rouge lawyer, Hillar Moore, couldn’t
be reached for comment last week, but another of
Miller’s lawyers, Roy Maughan Jr., said his client
denies the allegations. 

In September, a jury convicted Miller of second-
degree murder in the killing of a 16-year-old at a
Jefferson Parish nightclub on Jan. 12, 2002. A state
judge ordered that Miller receive a new trial because
prosecutors withheld information about witnesses. 

■ MIAMI — Salsa legend Celia Cruz, a Cuban exile
who later became an anti-communist icon of the Cuban-
American exile community, was refused an artist’s visa
to visit America at least twice in the 1950s, according to
recently declassified documents.

Cruz’s once-classified 32-page FBI file said she was
a “well-known communist singer and stage star,”
according to a story published Sunday in The Miami
Herald. The alleged activities predate Fidel Castro’s
1959 communist revolution on the island, during a time
when Cruz was in her teens and 20s. 

Cruz died last summer at 77 of a brain tumor in her
Fort Lee, N.J., home. 

Cruz was first refused a visa in May 1952, the Herald
reported based on documents it obtained through a
Freedom of Information Act request. She was then
refused again in July 1955 under a provision of the
Immigration and Nationality Act that weeds out sus-
pected subversives. 

The memo quotes reports that claim she was among
a group in 1951 that signed a letter published in a
Communist Party newspaper that endorsed a Pro-Peace
Congress. It also claimed she was a member of Cuba’s
Socialist Youth movement, at age 20. 

None of the records provide proof of the claims,
including one that Cruz met secretly at age 27 with
Cuban Socialist Party leader, and had used an October
1953 concert as cover to meet covertly with communists
in Venezuela. 

At the time, these activities were legal in Cuba. But
U.S. immigration law forbade entry to foreigners found
to have communist affiliations or anti-government sym-
pathies. 

Cruz would eventually get permission to visit the
United States in 1957. She traveled to New York again
in 1960, to perform, and was granted asylum in 1961. 

But Cruz was aware of her record and sought to clear
her name, according to a confidential Oct. 11, 1961,
telegram from the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City. 

■ VERSAILLES, Ky. — Cameron Crowe said he’s
happy to be filming his latest movie, “Elizabethtown,”
in Kentucky — a state he said his father loved and often
visited. 

Crowe, the director of “Jerry Maguire” and “Almost
Famous,” said two of his uncles lived in Stanton, and he
visited the state as a child. Crowe has been shooting
scenes for the movie recently in Versailles, near
Lexington. 

The movie’s title is named for a small town near
Louisville. 

‘City’ star Cattrall finds new ‘Life’ in London


