
A new boutique on Montana 
Avenue is aiming to redefine 
what it means to shop for olive 
oil. O&V California, which quietly 
opened its doors this summer 
offers a tightly curated selection of 
globally sourced extra virgin olive 
oils, aged balsamic vinegars and 
gourmet pantry staples, all with 
a strong emphasis on education, 
transparency and neighborhood 
connection.

The store is the longtime 
vision of Santa Monica resident 
Tana Harris, a native Texan who 
moved to California in the 1980s 
and has spent the last 30 years 
on the Westside. After a career 
in the nonprofit sector and time 
spent caregiving for aging family 
members in Houston, Harris 
decided to act on a decade-old 
dream of opening her own culinary 
store, a shop focused on the truth 

and tradition behind olive oil.
“I always thought I knew 

everything there was to know about 
olive oil and vinegar,” Harris told 
the Daily Press. “But I learned I 
didn’t know anything. I wanted 
to educate my neighbors and 
friends on the benefits of real extra 
virgin olive oil, to help them taste 
something that’s fresh and pure and 
properly sourced.”

O&V California’s shelves are 
stocked with items from producers 
around the world, but everything 
is carefully selected with freshness 
and integrity in mind. Harris 
sources olive oils in small batches, 
timed to the harvest cycles in 
both the northern and southern 
hemispheres, ensuring products 
arrive at peak quality. Some oils 
come from Italy and California, 
while others are shipped from 
Tunisia, Spain or Portugal, 
depending on seasonal yields and 
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Unique boutique brings its gourmet flair to Montana

Scott Snowden
OLIVE OIL: O&V on Montana brings olive oil and vinegar to the streets food scene. 
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Lawmakers grapple with the good and the bad as the Olympic Games approach Los Angeles
Budget crunch threatens ability to prepare for the games

California legislators are wrestling with 
mounting financial and logistical challenges 
as the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics approach, 
with state officials warning that budget 
constraints could undermine preparations for 
what organizers describe as the most complex 
Games in Olympic history.

At a California Senate Special Committee 

hearing, lawmakers and Olympic organizers 
outlined a daunting array of challenges facing 
the $7.1 billion event, from coordinating 
to ensuring benefits reach working-class 
communities amid the state’s ongoing fiscal 
crisis.

“We are in a significant crisis when 
we’re talking about the state of California’s 
economic outlook,” said Sen. Rosilicie Ochoa 

California prepares for $18 billion economic boost

California officials are projecting an $18 
billion economic impact from the 2028 
Olympics and Paralympics in Los Angeles, 
with organizers describing the unprecedented 
scale as equivalent to “seven Super Bowls a 
day simultaneously for 30 days.”

The projections, shared during a 
California Senate Special Committee hearing 

on international sporting events, estimate 
the games will support approximately 90,000 
full-time equivalent jobs and generate $700 
million in state and local tax revenue.

“This truly is home game and we haven’t 
hosted an Olympics in the United States since 
2002,” said Reynold Hoover, CEO of the LA28 
Organizing Committee. “This will be the 
largest Olympics ever, and the first time, and 
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BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404    ●   (310) 450-6556 

bourgetbros.com 

Bourget Bros. features a full service lumber yard, 
where everything from landscape timber to drywall 
will enhance the home of your dreams. 

Standard and Custom 
Windows, 
Doors and 
Hardware 
Available   

LUMBER 

Wanting 
mental health 
support?
My name is Talia Kokonian, 
and as an MFT trainee in 
California under supervision of 
Dr. Pamela Reeves.

Here is my phone number, reach 
out for support now: 805-876-4196

Virtual therapy sessions are 
$30/hour, with a free 15 minute 
consultation call.

HHS bans undocumented 
immigrants from Federal 
health, education programs

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services announced it will bar 
undocumented immigrants from accessing 
taxpayer-funded programs including 
Head Start and community health centers, 
reversing a 27-year-old policy interpretation 
in what officials called a move to restore legal 
compliance.

HHS formally rescinded a 1998 Clinton 
administration interpretation of the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 that had allowed 
undocumented immigrants to access certain 
federal public benefits. The new policy takes 
effect immediately upon publication in 
the Federal Register and includes a 30-day 
comment period.

“For too long, the government has 
diverted hardworking Americans’ tax dollars 
to incentivize illegal immigration,” said HHS 
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. “Today’s 
action changes that—it restores integrity to 
federal social programs, enforces the rule 
of law, and protects vital resources for the 
American people.”

The policy change affects numerous 
programs previously accessible to 
undocumented immigrants, including Head 
Start early childhood education, community 
health centers, mental health services, 
substance abuse treatment programs, and 
family planning services. HHS estimates 
American citizens could receive as much 
as $374 million in additional Head Start 
services annually under the new restrictions.

The expanded list of programs now 
classified as “Federal public benefits” under 

PRWORA includes Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinics, Community 
Mental Health Services Block Grant, 
Health Center Program, and various health 
workforce programs. The administration 
said the list is not exhaustive and additional 
programs may be added.

Acting Assistant Secretary Andrew 
Gradison of the Administration for 
Children and Families said Head Start’s new 
classification “puts American families first 
by ensuring taxpayer-funded benefits are 
reserved for eligible individuals.”

The policy aligns with President Trump’s 
Executive Order 14218 of February 19, 
2025, titled “Ending Taxpayer Subsidization 
of Open Borders,” which prioritized legal 
compliance and protection of public benefits 
for eligible Americans.

Health officials and community 
organizations strongly condemned the 
change, warning it could endanger public 
health and create fear in immigrant 
communities.

“This expanded definition of what can 
be classified as a federal public benefit is 
another assault on our nation’s immigrant 
communities,” said Dr. Mitesh Popat, CEO 
of Venice Family Clinic, which serves 45,000 
people in the Los Angeles area. “It is designed 
to sow fear and confusion among immigrant 
families to prevent them seeking health care 
from community health centers.”

Los Angeles County health directors 
issued a joint statement expressing deep 
concern about the policy’s impact. “When 
people are afraid to seek care — or are blocked 
from accessing it altogether — prevention 
opportunities are limited, illnesses go 
untreated, mental health crises escalate, 
and substance use disorders worsen,” said 
Dr. Barbara Ferrer, Director of LA County 
Public Health; Dr. Christina Ghaly, Director 
of LA County Health Services; and Dr. Lisa 
Wong, Director of LA County Mental Health 
Services.

The officials warned that delayed care 
could lead to higher rates of emergency 
room visits, hospitalizations, homelessness, 
and the spread of communicable diseases, 
ultimately threatening entire communities’ 
health.

Venice Family Clinic, a federally qualified 
community health center, said it doesn’t ask 
patients about immigration status and lacks 
guidance on how to implement the new 
policy. The clinic operates locations and 
Early Head Start centers across nine cities in 
Los Angeles County.

“HHS agencies have not provided 
guidance on how to implement this decision, 
so we don’t really know what it means for us 
operationally,” Popat said. The clinic called 
on Congress and courts to override what it 
termed an “assault on immigrant families.”

The LA County health officials 
emphasized their commitment to serving 
all residents regardless of immigration 
status, stating that “health care is a human 
right and essential for the well-being of all 
people.” They warned the policy could create 
a “chilling effect” on all patients seeking care, 

SEE HEALTH PAGE 6
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For too long, 
the government 

has diverted 
hardworking 
Americans’ 

tax dollars to 
incentivize 

illegal 
immigration

- Robert F. Kennedy Jr., HHS Secretary
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WINNER

AWARD WINNER

Draw Date: 7/16
4  21  43  48  49
Power#: 22
Jackpot: 288 M

Draw Date: 7/15
6  10  24  35  43
Mega#: 1
Jackpot: 100 M

Draw Date: 7/16
4  6  8  31  46
Mega#: 22
Jackpot: 26 M

Draw Date: 7/16
2  7  28  34  39

Draw Date: 7/16
EVENING: 9  9  7

Draw Date: 7/16
MIDDAY: 2  0  0

Draw Date: 7/16
1st: 03 - Hot Shot
2nd: 12 - Lucky Charms
3rd: 08 - Gorgeous George
Race Time: 1:44.03

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Friday: A slight chance of thunderstorms before 11am. Patchy 
fog before 11am. Otherwise, cloudy, then gradually becoming 
mostly sunny, with a high near 69.
Friday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, increasing 
clouds, with a low around 63.
Saturday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, mostly sunny, 
with a high near 70.
Saturday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 63.

2025/07/18	 Fri	 04:02 AM	 3.11	 H
2025/07/18	 Fri	 09:09 AM	 1.80	 L
2025/07/18	 Fri	 4:20 PM		 5.57	 H
2025/07/18	 Fri	 11:58 PM		 0.80	 L
2025/07/19	 Sat	 06:06 AM	 2.95	 H
2025/07/19	 Sat	 10:14 AM		 2.29	 L
2025/07/19	 Sat	 5:18 PM		  5.94	 H
2025/07/20	 Sun	 01:06 AM	 0.06	 L
2025/07/20	 Sun	 07:46 AM	 3.18	 H
2025/07/20	 Sun	 11:27 AM		 2.57	 L
2025/07/20	 Sun	 6:16 PM		  6.30	 H
2025/07/21	 Mon	 02:01 AM	 -0.58	 L
2025/07/21	 Mon	 08:46 AM	 3.50	 H
2025/07/21	 Mon	 12:37 PM		 2.64	 L
2025/07/21	 Mon	 7:12 PM		  6.62	 H
2025/07/22	 Tue	 02:49 AM	 -1.03	 L
2025/07/22	 Tue	 09:29 AM	 3.77	 H
2025/07/22	 Tue	 1:40 PM		  2.54	 L
2025/07/22	 Tue	 8:04 PM		 6.86	 H
2025/07/23	 Wed	 03:32 AM	 -1.26	 L
2025/07/23	 Wed	 10:06 AM	 3.98	 H
2025/07/23	 Wed	 2:34 PM		  2.35	 L
2025/07/23	 Wed	 8:51 PM		  6.96	 H
2025/07/24	 Thu	 04:12 AM	 -1.29	 L
2025/07/24	 Thu	 10:42 AM	 4.14	 H
2025/07/24	 Thu	 3:22 PM		 2.18	 L
2025/07/24	 Thu	 9:35 PM		 6.87	 H
2025/07/25	 Fri	 04:50 AM	 -1.14	 L
2025/07/25	 Fri	 11:18 AM		  4.28	 H
2025/07/25	 Fri	 4:09 PM		 2.06	 L
2025/07/25	 Fri	 10:17 PM		 6.58	 H
2025/07/26	 Sat	 05:26 AM	 -0.83	 L
2025/07/26	 Sat	 11:53 AM		 4.39	 H

Date	                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

Thousands of Californians lost 
work after LA immigration 
raids. Citizens did, too

 Photo by J.W. Hendricks for CalMatters
LOS ANGELES: Demonstrators protest against ICE immigration raids in downtown Los 
Angeles on June 8, 2025.

California saw a 3.1% drop in private-
sector employment the week immediately 
after the Trump administration stepped up its 
immigration raids in the state, according to a 
new analysis of U.S. Census data. 

UC Merced researchers said the steep drop 
is second only to the unemployment surge 
the state experienced during the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic in 2020, and greater 
than the immediate decline during the Great 
Recession in 2007 and 2008.

This appears to be the first analysis of 
the data from the Census Bureau’s Current 
Population Survey from the time when 
federal agents’ focus on the state became clear 
in early June, when a raid at a garment factory 
in downtown Los Angeles preceded weeks of 
sweeps and unrest. 

The Census Bureau surveys Americans 
every month about whether they worked the 
week before. The UC Merced researchers 
compared survey results from the week of 
May 11 to the week of June 8, and found that 
in California, more citizens than non-citizens 
reported that they did not work the week after 
that first raid.

The percentage decline would equate to a 
loss in California of 271,541 jobs from citizens 
and 193,428 non-citizens, the report said.

“What we know from previous research is 
that the work that undocumented immigrants 
or non-citizens do does not exist in a vacuum,” 
Edward Flores, lead author of the report, told 
CalMatters. “If there’s disruptions to the work 
that undocumented immigrants do, it has 
ripple effects. A slowdown in one industry 
could cause slowdowns in other industries.”

That’s consistent with other studies 
that have shown that mass deportations 
of undocumented workers reduces job 
opportunities for U.S.-born workers, and 

studies that have shown the raids’ negative 
effects on local economies. 

Flores, the faculty director of the UC 
Merced Community and Labor Center, said 
he plans to keep tracking and analyzing the 
Census data and will release similar reports 
as the federal immigration crackdown 
continues. He said he expects further 
escalations of raids because a new federal 
spending bill substantially increased funding 
for immigration enforcement. 

The effects of the enforcement may 
continue to be felt more strongly in California. 
The report also showed that the number of 
male citizen workers slightly increased in 
the rest of the U.S. compared with California 
during the same periods.  

White and Latino workers in California 
were the most affected, the researchers 
found. The number of Latinos in California 
who reported work between May and June 
declined 5.6%, while the number of whites 
in the state who reported work during the 
same period decreased 5.3%, according to the 
report. 

The researchers recommended that state 
policymakers consider “significant action” 
that may include economic stimulus and 
disaster relief, similar to what was available 
during the pandemic. 

Flores pointed out that undocumented 
immigrants lack a financial safety net, such 
as access to unemployment benefits. As they 
continue to lose work, that’s not just a problem 
for them and their families, but for the state.

“When low-income people spend money, 
they spend it on things they immediately 
need, which can stimulate the local economy,” 
he said. 

SEE IMMIGRATION PAGE 15
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LET US KNOW YOUR OPINION
office (310) 458-7737

         

DATE/TIME: Monday, July 21, 2025, 7:00 PM

LOCATION:  Council Chambers, (wheelchair accessible)
  Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street, Room 250

PUBLIC HEARING:

1437 Lincoln Boulevard (25ARB-0135): Multi-Family Residential
To review the design, colors, materials, landscape and sign program for an eight-story, 85-foot 
tall, 76,896 square foot residential housing project consisting of 90 units (80 market rate units; 
10 affordable units), above three levels of subterranean parking in the Lincoln Transition East 
Zoning District of the Downtown Community Plan (DCP-LT).

2901 Santa Monica Boulevard (25ARB-0134): Multi-Family Residential 
To review the design, colors materials and landscape plans for the construction of an eight-story, 
85’ tall, 98,189 SF housing project consisting of 129 units and three levels of subterranean 
parking in the Mixed-Use Boulevard Low (MUBL) Zoning District.

1318 4th Street (25ARB-0041): Mixed-Use-100% Affordable +Commercial
To review the design, colors, materials, and landscape plans for the construction of a six-story, 
75’-4” tall, 100% affordable housing mixed-use development consisting of 122 residential 
units and an approximately 20,000 square-foot grocery market on the ground floor above 2 
levels of subterranean parking in the Bayside Conservation Zoning District (BC). Continued with 
comments on March 17, 2025.

1640 5th Street (25ARB-0046): Multi-Family Residential
To review the design, colors, materials, and landscape for an eight-story, 87’ tall, 112,302 
square feet residential housing development project consisting of 132 units (117 market-rate 
units; 15 affordable units) above three levels of subterranean parking in the Transit Adjacent 
Zoning District of the Downtown Community Plan (DCP-TA). Continued with comments on April 
7, 2025 and on June 2, 2025.

More information is available online at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Boards-
Commissions/Architectural-Review-Board/ (en espanol tambien at (310) 458-2201 ext. 2431#).  

The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Those wishing to give written public 
comment shall email comments to planningcomment@santamonica.gov. Comments received 
prior to 12 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be distributed to the Architectural Review Board 
prior to the meeting and posted online. Please note the agenda item in your comments.

For disability-related accommodations, please contact (866) 311-7266 at least 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. 

All written materials are available in alternate languages provided the request is received 72 
hours prior to the meeting. 

Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center area. The Expo Line 
terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street and is a short walk to City Hall. Public 
parking is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive, and in the Civic Center Parking 
Structure (validation free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa 
Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

TRANSLATION SERVICE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. Please contact planning@santamonica.
gov at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.

SERVICIO DE TRADUCCIÓN DISPONIBLE A PEDIDO. Comuníquese al planning@santamonica.
gov al menos 72 horas antes de la reunión programada.

ESPAÑOL: Esto es una noticia pública para revisar aplicaciones proponiendo desarrollo en 
Santa Monica.   Si desea más información, favor de llamar a Ana Fernandez  en la División 
de Planificación al número (310) 458-2201 ext. 2431 o envíe un correo electrónico a ana.
fernandez@santamonica.gov 

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING  

SANTA MONICA
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
SANTA MONICA CITY HALL 

COMMUNITY NEWS
Los Angeles

Caltrans Announces Overnight Lane Closures Along Interstate 405 
through Sepulveda Pass for Pavement Rehabilitation Project

Caltrans has announcee overnight lane closures along Interstate 405 (I-405) through the Sepulveda Pass 
for k-rail installation and median barrier work. 

The work will start after 9 p.m. each night from Monday, July 21 through Saturday, July 26, and will end 
by 6 a.m. each morning.

Those traveling along the following routes will experience intermittent closures as follows:
Monday, July 21 through Friday, July 25 
* Up to two lanes of northbound I-405 between Wilshire Boulevard and Mulholland Drive/Skirball Center 

Drive 
* Up to two lanes of southbound I-405 between Skirball Center Drive/Mulholland Drive and Wilshire 

Boulevard 
Saturday, July 26 
* Up to two lanes of northbound I-405 between Wilshire Boulevard and Mulholland Drive/Skirball Center 

Drive 
This work is part of the I-405 Pavement Rehabilitation Project between the Los Angeles communities of 

Van Nuys and Westwood along the Sepulveda Pass. This project will apply $143.7 million toward improve 
the safety and mobility along I-405 between Van Nuys and Westwood as well as sustainably extend the 
pavement life. 

Due to weather or operational reasons, the schedule is subject to change including the times and dates, 
the number of closures and other details. Residents and businesses located near construction may expe-
rience noise, vibrations and dust associated with construction activities. Please visit https://quickmap.dot.
ca.gov/ for current road conditions. 

Sign up for notifications about the project. If you have already signed up and are receiving project emails, 
there is no need to sign up again. For more information on the project visit https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-
me/district-7/district-7-projects/d7-405-repave-project

Caltrans reminds drivers to “Be Work Zone Alert” and to “Slow for the Cone Zone.” .

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

UCLA

 Lawsuit Alleges Cover-Up at UCLA over Child Sexual Abuse
A national law firm has filed a civil lawsuit against the University of California Regents following the 

criminal conviction of a longtime teacher at UCLA’s Krieger Child Care Center for child sexual abuse.
Herman Law filed the suit on behalf of a 3-year-old girl, alleging the university failed to protect children 

despite warning signs about Christopher William Rodriguez, who worked at the center for nearly 25 years.
The civil complaint alleges Rodriguez committed repeated sexual assaults against the child over several 

months. Despite concerns raised by parents and staff, the lawsuit claims UCLA kept Rodriguez in his position 
with unsupervised access to young children.

“This is about justice for the victims and accountability for those who failed to protect them,” said Greg 
Glazer, a trial attorney at Herman Law. “UCLA should never have allowed this to happen.”

Rodriguez was recently convicted on multiple counts, including sexual battery against children as young 
as 3 years old.

The lawsuit alleges Rodriguez was allowed to take girls into restrooms alone, covered classroom 
windows and had children sit on his lap. The complaint states one child ran away crying, but the abuse 
continued.

“We believe there are more victims — many more,” Glazer said during a press conference announcing 
the lawsuit.

The suit brings claims of negligence, negligent hiring and supervision, and statutory violations under 
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 340.1. The complaint also alleges an institutional cover-up.

Herman Law is seeking damages on behalf of the child and her family. The firm has urged additional 
survivors to come forward and said UCLA has provided assurances against retaliation for those who share 
information.

“Silence protects abusers. Institutions must be held accountable. Predators must be stopped,” Glazer 
said.

The firm is encouraging anyone with information about abuse or misconduct at the Krieger Child Care 
Center to contact them at (561) 565-6190 or visit ChristopherRodriguezLawsuits.com. All reports are handled 
confidentially.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF



5NEWS WEEKEND EDITION, JULY 18 - JULY 20, 2025

COMMUNITY NEWS
Main Street

Father-Daughter Authors Host Book Signing Fundraiser for 
Palisades Fire Victims

Local author and filmmaker Cali Gilbert and her father, Joe Gilbert, will host a dual book signing and 
fundraiser Saturday, July 19, at Mystic Journey Bookstore in Santa Monica to benefit the Pacific Palisades 
Rebuilding Fund.

The event from noon to 2 p.m. at Mystic Journey, 2923 Main Street, will support female entrepreneurs 
who lost homes and businesses in the devastating January fires. The fund was created by Cali Gilbert 
through her nonprofit, Tower 15 Productions.

The event is open to the public and will offer opportunities to meet both authors, purchase signed copies 
of their books and view original artwork.

Cali Gilbert’s newest release, “A Second Chance with Dad,” is a memoir chronicling her experience as a 
full-time caregiver for her 83-year-old father following the loss of her mother. The book explores themes of 
healing, forgiveness and finding unexpected beauty in late-life connection.

Joe Gilbert will sign his memoir, “The Nine Lives of Joe,” which reflects on his journey as a Vietnam vet-
eran, artist and storyteller. The event will also feature Cali’s first children’s book, “Siri’s Seaside Adventure.”

“This is more than a book signing,” says Cali Gilbert. “It’s a celebration of resilience—through story, 
through art and through community. We wanted to use this special moment to give back to the women in 
our neighborhood who lost so much earlier this year.”

Ten percent of all proceeds from book and art sales will be donated to the Pacific Palisades Rebuilding 
Fund, which specifically focuses on supporting female entrepreneurs affected by the fires.

The Gilbert family’s fundraising effort represents part of broader community recovery initiatives follow-
ing the destructive January fires that devastated the Pacific Palisades area. The event combines literary 
celebration with community support, highlighting the ongoing needs of fire victims while showcasing local 
talent and resilience.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

Courtesy image
CALI GILBERT AND JOE GILBERT: Cali Gilbert and her father, Joe Gilbert, will host a dual 
book signing and fundraiser Saturday, July 19.

ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY!
office (310) 458-7737

SEND YOUR NEWS TO THE EDITOR
office (310) 458-7737

         

SUBJECT: 

A public hearing will be held by the City Council to adopt proposed amendments to the City’s 
Zoning Ordinance (Santa Monica Municipal Code Article 9 Planning and Zoning) to Promote 
Economic Recovery and Increase Land Use Flexibility in the City’s Downtown Area. On July 
2, 2025, the Santa Monica Planning Commission adopted Resolution Number 25-013 and 
recommended that the Council adopt the proposed amendments. The proposed amendments 
were previously adopted as interim zoning regulations, with minor changes, and include 
expanded opportunities for Alcohol Exemption permits, increased operational flexibility for 
restaurants with entertainment, and removal of the prohibition against certain fast-food 
restaurants in establishments with frontage along the Third Street Promenade.

Additionally, the City Council will consider the adoption of Interim Zoning Regulations established 
by Interim Zoning Ordinance Number 2754 (CCS), amended and extended by Interim Zoning 
Ordinance Number 2761 (CCS), amended by Interim Zoning Ordinance Number 2794 (CCS) 
and amended by Interim Zoning Ordinance Number 2809 (CCS) to promote economic recovery 
by increasing land use flexibility in the City’s downtown area and establishing a pilot program 
to allow exclusively outdoor commercial uses in the Office Campus (OC) District. The proposed 
amendments would include, but not be limited to, allowing additional land use flexibility in the 
City’s downtown area and flexibility in floor area ratio for existing non-conforming buildings 
located on the Promenade. 

DATE/TIME: TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2025 AT 7:00 PM

LOCATION: City Council Chamber, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main   
  Street, Santa Monica, California

HOW TO COMMENT: 
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Members of the public unable to attend 
a meeting but wishing to comment on an item(s) listed on the agenda may submit written 
comments prior to the public hearing via email to councilmtgitems@santamonica.gov or via 
mail to City Clerk, 1685 Main Street, Room 102, Santa Monica, California 90401. Written public 
comment submitted before 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be available for online 
viewing.  All written comments shall be made part of the public record.  Please note the agenda 
item number in the subject line of your written comments. 

You may also comment in person at the City Council hearing.  Please check the agenda for more 
detailed instructions on how to comment in person.

Address your comments to: City Clerk
    Re: Economic Recovery Zoning Ordinance and Interim   
    Zoning Ordinance Amendments

    VIA EMAIL: councilmtgitems@santamonica.gov 
    VIA MAIL: 1685 Main Street, Room 102
      Santa Monica, CA 90401

MORE INFORMATION: If you want more information about this project, please contact 
Steve Mizokami by e-mail at steve.mizokami@santamonica.gov. For disability-related 
accommodations, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (310) 458-8211 or (310) 917-
6626 TDD at least 72 hours in advance. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested 
accommodation. All written materials are available in alternate format upon request. Santa 
Monica Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center area. The Expo Line terminus is 
located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street, and is a short walk to City Hall. Public parking 
is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive, and in the Civic Center Parking Structure 
(validation free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa 
Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

ESPAÑOL: Esto es una noticia pública para revisar applicaciónes proponiendo desarrollo 
en Santa Monica.  Si desea más información, favor de llamar a Ana Fernandez en la División 
de Planificación al número (310) 458-2201 ext. 2431 o envíe un correo electrónico a ana.
fernandez@santamonica.gov  

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL

Proposed Amendments to the City’s Zoning Ordinance to Promote Economic 
Recovery and Increase Land Use Flexibility in the City’s Downtown Area.  

Additionally, Proposed Amendments to Interim Zoning Regulations to 
Promote Economic Recovery by Increasing Land Use Flexibility in the 
City’s Downtown Area and Establishing a Pilot Program to Allow Exclusively 
Outdoor Commercial Uses in the Office Campus District.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
DTSM

Palisades Dolphin Strong Hosts Music Benefit Concert for Wildfire 
Recovery

Palisades Dolphin Strong will host its first fundraising benefit concert July 20 on 4th Street to support 
local wildfire recovery efforts and honor the legacy of The Amazing Music Store, a beloved Pacific Palisades 
institution for over four decades.

The Amazing Music Benefit Concert will feature live and silent auctions, a red carpet and live performanc-
es with leading musicians. The four-hour event will showcase local talent and provide an opportunity for the 
community to gather in celebration of reviving the Palisades’ musical arts scene.

Sam Laganà, who was sworn in as Honorary Town Sheriff for Pacific Palisades in March, will serve as 
emcee. The Pali High alumnus and voice of the LA Rams is recognized for his extensive community service, 
philanthropy and Palisades stewardship.

The event honors Patrick Hildebrand and his son PJ of The Amazing Music Store, which was lost in the 
Palisades fire. All proceeds will support relief efforts for the music store and ongoing community support 
initiatives and grants for families affected by the fires.

Invited guests include U.S. Congressman Brad Sherman, Los Angeles City Councilwoman Traci Park, 
impacted residents and friends of the Pacific Palisades, and former Santa Monica Mayor Phil Brock.

Auction highlights include a signed instrument from Grammy-winning saxophonist Tom Scott of Steely 
Dan, a guitar from Taylor and merchandise from Norman’s Rare Guitars, a Matador-Fire eco-friendly home 
protection system valued at $5,000, and a full architectural design package from Everlasting Homes valued 
at $144,000.

Proceeds will directly benefit Patrick Hildebrand and support Palisades High School’s booster club and 
ongoing community rebuilding initiatives led by Palisades Dolphin Strong.

The event represents the first in a series of efforts to rebuild neighborhood touchpoints and safeguard 
the future for those most severely impacted by the Palisades fire.

This is a cashless event accepting credit cards and Zelle. All ages are welcome.
For tickets and more information, visit https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/amazing-music-bene-

fit-concert and https://palisadesdolphinstrong.org.
EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

SMC

Santa Monica College Presents Family-Friendly ‘Seussical TYA’ 
Musical

Santa Monica College’s Theatre Arts Department will present “Seussical TYA (Theatre for Young 
Audiences)” July 25-Aug. 3 at the Theatre Arts Main Stage on the SMC Main Campus, 1900 Pico Blvd.

Show times are 7 p.m. Friday, July 25 and Aug. 1, and Saturday, July 26 and Aug. 2. Matinees are sched-
uled for 1 p.m. Sunday, July 27 and Aug. 3. All performances are subject to change or cancellation without 
notice.

The 75-minute musical adventure through the Jungle of Nool follows Horton, an elephant who discovers 
a speck of dust containing Whos, including Jojo, a Who child sent to military school for thinking too many 
“thinks.” Horton faces a double challenge protecting the Whos from naysayers and dangers while guarding 
an egg left by the irresponsible Mayzie La Bird.

Throughout the story, Horton encounters ridicule, danger, kidnapping and even a trial, but the intrepid 
Gertrude McFuzz never loses faith in him. The production explores themes of friendship, loyalty, family and 
community that ultimately triumph over adversity.

The musical features music by Stephen Flaherty and lyrics by Lynn Ahrens. The book is by Lynn Ahrens 
and Stephen Flaherty, co-conceived by Lynn Ahrens, Stephen Flaherty and Eric Idle. Based on the works of 
Dr. Seuss, “Seussical for Young Audiences” premiered at The Coterie Theatre in Kansas City, Missouri, under 
artistic director Jeff Church.

The SMC production is directed by Terrin Adair with music direction by Gary Fritzen.
Advance tickets range from $25 to $22 ($18 for SMC students and staff) plus a service charge and can 

be purchased online at smc.edu/tickets or by calling 310-434-4165 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Tickets purchased on performance weekends at the Events Box Office are $3 higher. Parking is free, 
and transportation information is available at smc.edu/transportation.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

Courtesy image
FUNDRAISING BENEFIT CONCERT: Palisades Dolphin Strong will host its first fundrais-
ing benefit concert July 20.

Photo by Serin Lee
MUSICAL: front, left to right) Ginger Simpson, Kathy Syta, Isabella Sawoski, Kennedy 
Burnette, Sophia Lafaurie-Muñoz, Julie Duclos, Celt Ward, and (rear, left to right) Justin 
Lescoulie, Isabella Sanesi, Victoria Pizzaro, August Michael Brooling, and Victoria Middagh 
rehearse for the Santa Monica College production of Seussical™ TYA. Performances are at 7 
p.m. on Friday, July 25 and Aug. 1, and Saturday, July 26 and Aug. 2 — with matinees at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 27 and Aug. 3— in the Theatre Arts Main Stage, located on the SMC Main 
Campus (1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).

including U.S. citizens.
HHS said the policy change aligns with 

long-standing Congressional intent and 
doesn’t alter funding levels, but ensures 
public resources are no longer used to 
incentivize illegal immigration. The 
department promised to issue further 

guidance to affected programs to ensure full 
implementation.

The 1998 interpretation that was 
rescinded had “improperly narrowed the 
scope of PRWORA” for over two decades, 
according to HHS, by allowing access 
to programs Congress intended only for 
American citizens.

maaz@smdp.com

HEALTH
FROM PAGE 2

To learn how to feature your upcoming 
event on the SMDP and various digital 
event calendars

Contact dina@smdp.com today!
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If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY  

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

OUR NO OBLIGATION

Ask about PTWorks+ !

Trump administration pulls 
$4B in federal funding for 
California’s bullet train project

The Trump administration revoked 
federal funding for California’s high-speed 
rail project on Wednesday, intensifying 
uncertainty about how the state will make 
good on its long-delayed promise of building 
a bullet train to shuttle riders between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles.

The U.S. Transportation Department 
announced it was pulling back $4 billion in 
funding for the project, weeks after signaling 
it would do so. Overall, a little less than a 
quarter of the project’s funding has come 
from the federal government. The rest has 
come from the state, mainly through a voter-
approved bond and money from its cap-and-
trade program.

President Donald Trump and 
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy both 
have slammed the project as a “train to 
nowhere.”

“The Railroad we were promised still 
does not exist, and never will,” Trump wrote 
on Truth Social. “This project was Severely 
Overpriced, Overregulated, and NEVER 
DELIVERED.”

The loss marks the latest blow to California 
by the Trump administration, which has 
blocked a first-in-the-nation rule to phase out 
the sale of new gas-powered cars, launched 
investigations into university admission 
policies and threatened to pull funding over 
transgender girls being allowed to compete in 
girls sports.

It also comes as rail project leaders are 
seeking private investment to help pay for its 
estimated price tag of more than $100 billion.

Voters first approved the project in 2008 
and it was supposed to be operating this 
decade. But cost estimates have consistently 
grown and its timeline pushed back.

State officials are now focused on building 
a 119-mile (192-kilometer) stretch connecting 
the Central Valley cities of Bakersfield and 
Merced that is set to be operating by 2033. 
The California High Speed Rail Authority is 
slated to release a report this summer to state 
lawmakers with an updated funding plan and 
timeline for the project.

Authority officials wrote in a letter earlier 
this month that the Trump administration 
made up its mind about revoking funding 
before thoroughly reviewing the project. 
They noted that more than 50 structures have 
already been built, including underpasses, 
viaducts and bridges to separate the rail line 
from roadways for safety.

“Canceling these grants without cause isn’t 
just wrong — it’s illegal,” authority CEO 
Ian Choudri said in a statement Wednesday. 

“These are legally binding agreements, and 
the Authority has met every obligation, as 
confirmed by repeated federal reviews, as 
recently as February 2025.”

The authority has asked potential private 
investors to express their interest by the end 
of the month.

Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom said the 
state will keep “all options on the table” to 
fight the revocation of federal funds.

“Trump wants to hand China the future 
and abandon the Central Valley. We won’t let 
him,” he said in a statement.

The state has “no viable plan” to complete 
even the Central Valley segment, said 
Drew Feeley, acting administrator of the 
transportation department’s Federal Railroad 
Administration, in a report released last 
month. He called the project a “story of 
broken promises” and a waste of taxpayer 
dollars.

California Democrats also have 
criticized project spending. Democratic 
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan said 
at a budget hearing earlier this year that her 
constituents “overwhelmingly believe” high-
speed rail spending “has been irresponsible.”

Newsom plans to extend the state’s cap-
and-trade program, a key funding source for 
the project which is set to expire at the end of 
2030, through 2045.

The program sets a declining limit on the 
total amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
large emitters can release. Those polluters 
can buy allowances from the state needed 
to pollute, and about 45% of that money 
goes into what’s known as the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund, according to the 
Independent Emissions Market Advisory 
Committee, a group of experts that reviews 
the program.

The fund helps pay for climate and 
transportation projects, including high-speed 
rail.

The bullet train project receives 25% of the 
money from the fund, which ends up being 
a little less or a little more than $1 billion 
annually, depending on the year. Newsom in 
May proposed guaranteeing $1 billion a year 
for the project from the fund, but lawmakers 
have not agreed to that.

By SOPHIE AUSTIN Associated Press/Report 
for America. Austin is a corps member for The 
Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse 
News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit 
national service program that places journalists in 
local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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Pacific
PalisadesMalibu

Marina
del Rey

Venice
Beach

All data gathered at redfin.com

 HOMES IN OCEAN PARK

Brentwood
2115 3rd St #104

Listed by David Solomon •DRE #01386406
 •  Douglas Elliman of California, Inc.

2 BR 2.5 BA, 1,641 Sq Ft

$1,550,000

SANTA MONICA

2644 5th St

Listed by Stephen Udo�  , •DRE #01870835
 •  Coldwell Banker Realty

1 BR 1 BA, 540 Sq Ft

$890,000

SANTA MONICA

2431 3rd St #2,

Listed by Michael Pines, •DRE #01965604
 •  The Condo Experts

1 BR 1 BA, 628 sq ft

$569,000

SANTA MONICA

2506 5th St #2

Listed by Simon Mills
• DRE #01309436
• Mills Realty of California

3 BR 2.5 BA, 1,482 Sq Ft

$1,500,000

SANTA MONICA

120 Hart Ave,

Listed by Kurt Rappaport • DRE #01036061 
• Westside Estate Agency Inc.

4 BR 5 BA, 3,344 Sq Ft

$10,995,000

SANTA MONICA

160 Wadsworth Ave,

Listed Alphonso Lascano , •DRE #01723550
•  Carolwood Estates,

3 BR 2 BA, 1,584 Sq Ft

$2,835,000

SANTA MONICA
1222 Princeton St #9,

Listed Gary Limjap , •DRE #00927151
• Coldwell Banker Realty

1 BR 1 BA, 571 Sq Ft

$549,000

SANTA MONICA

2530 Beverley Ave

Listed by Raphael Barragan 
•DRE #01898434
•Douglas Elliman

4 BR  3,5 BA, 3,316 Sq Ft

$4,499,000

SANTA MONICA

2622 2nd St #2

Listed by Oliver Thornton
•DRE #01969227 
•Hollywood Estates

3 BR 3 BA, 1,884 Sq Ft

$2,095,000

SANTA MONICA

2601 2nd St,

Listed by Michelle Zoolalian, 
•DRE #01370099
•Compass

8 BR 5 BA, 3,586 Sq Ft

$2,997,000

SANTA MONICA

FOR SALE
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Disneyland is celebrating its 
70th anniversary: Here’s a 
look at the park then and now

Disneyland is celebrating 70 years of being 
“The Happiest Place on Earth.”

The summerlong festivities in southern 
California include the opening of “Walt Disney 
– A Magical Life,” a show featuring a lifelike 
animatronic of the company’s founder that 
debuts Thursday and also marks Disneyland’s 
official anniversary.

Walt Disney’s vision of creating a getaway 
for families revolutionized the amusement park 
industry with immersive attractions featuring 
robotic figures and holographs, and shows and 
characters appealing to children.

The park’s emphasis on storytelling and 
attention to detail is still evident today in theme 
parks across the world.

Disneyland now ranks as the world’s second-
most visited theme park, closely behind Magic 
Kingdom at Disney World in Florida, which 
opened in 1971. According to the Themed 
Entertainment Association, Disneyland drew 
more than 17 million people in 2023, bouncing 
back from an unprecedented 13-month closure 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The park was built on what was once orange 
groves in Anaheim, just outside Los Angeles. It 
opened on July 17, 1955 — a year that also saw 
Ray Kroc start his first McDonald’s restaurant 
and Jim Henson introduce his original version 
of Kermit the Frog.

Disneyland’s first day was famously a disaster, 
all broadcast on a live television special. The 
park opened just a year after its groundbreaking 
and simply wasn’t ready for its big day.

Attractions broke down, there weren’t 
enough restrooms, food and drinks were in 
short supply, traffic backed up for miles and the 
shoes of the first guests sank into freshly paved 
asphalt.

Among the original rides still around today 
are the Mad Tea Party, Peter Pan’s Flight and 
Jungle Cruise.

The cost to get in that first year was $1 for 
adults and 50 cents for children, although tickets 
for most rides were an additional 10 to 50 cents.

Today, a one-day ticket starts at more than 
$100 and on some days can double that.

Over the years, the park has hosted U.S. 
presidents, kings and queens, and countless 
celebrities. A few even got their start at 
Disneyland — actor Kevin Costner was a 
skipper on the Jungle Cruise and comedian 
Steve Martin worked at a magic shop where he 
learned about being a performer.

The Walt Disney Co. now has six resorts 
with a dozen theme parks worldwide. The parks 
have become one of its most successful and 
important business segments.

The resort in Anaheim now includes Disney 
California Adventure and Downtown Disney, a 
shopping and entertainment district.

While Disneyland still features many of 
the touches Walt Disney oversaw himself, the 
original park is ever-evolving, sometimes to the 
dismay of its loyal fans.

Some of the moves have been made to 
keep up with a changing society, while others 
have been made to introduce more thrilling 
attractions with the latest technology to keep up 
with competitors.

Just last year, Disney received approval to 
expand its Southern California theme parks. A 
new parking structure and transit hub are the 
first steps in its plans to open more space for 
new attractions.

By JOHN SEEWER Associated Press

COMMUNITY NEWS
Malibu

Mind Master Event in Malibu to Feature Leadership Expert Richard 
Greene

A transformational leadership workshop focusing on embodied presence and authentic communication will take 
place July 20 in Malibu, featuring renowned speaker Richard Greene.

“Living in Magic: Embodied Leadership,” hosted by Gula World and Champïone by Mileva, will explore how ener-
gy, posture and presence work together to unlock personal power and elevate leadership impact.

Greene, dubbed the “Master of Charisma” by The Sunday Times of London, is the author of “Words That Shook 
The World” and creator of an acclaimed BBC Maestro course on public speaking and charisma. The USC Law School 
graduate has worked with world leaders, Fortune 500 executives and professionals in more than 25 countries.

In his rare in-person session, Greene will present his framework for dismantling public speaking myths and 
unlocking confidence to lead with clarity and authenticity. He has coached presidents, Princess Diana, Tony Robbins 
and CEOs across 53 countries.

The seaside gathering will include guided movement, science-backed skincare practices and expanded aware-
ness exercises designed to help participants lead from within.

Event highlights include a yoga power flow session to cultivate body awareness and posture that supports con-
fidence, high-frequency facials for men and women, and a “From Resin to Radiance” workshop with Violet Mileva, 
founder of Champïone. The workshop will cover how ancient tree resins, frequency-based skincare and breathwork 
can transform personal presence.

Additional activities include Tai Chi with Steve Baker, ecstatic dance with DJ Katrina Essence, and a nourishing 
dinner with conscious networking opportunities.

Organizers say the event addresses society’s shift toward conscious leadership that emphasizes alignment and 
presence rather than traditional titles.

Champïone, founded by cosmetic chemist and healer Violet Mileva, uses electromagnetic frequencies and 
time-honored resins in products designed to reverse effects of trauma, aging and stress. The company aims to reach 
200,000 people this year.

Gula World is a wellness community that focuses on mind-body optimization through plant-based products, 
adaptogenic drinks and events for conscious living.

Registration is available at: https://lu.ma/hq2u2bhv
EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

Medicare does not cover dental care1. That 
means if you need dental work done, it can cost 
you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out 
of your own pocket.

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to 
crowns and dentures. Call today to get help 
paying big dental bills.

• See any dentist you want, 
 but save more with one in our network

• No deductible, no annual maximum

• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-323-7468
dental50plus.com/santamonica

Get the dental care you deserve.

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020 
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available 
in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 
or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; 
NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL
Insurance
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FRIDAY | JULY 18
THE NIGHT SKY SHOW
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Santa Monica College 1900 
Pico Blvd Santa Monica. The Night Sky Show is 
a short program with the latest news in space 
exploration and astronomy. The program uses 
freeware sky visualization tools to show you the 
constellations planets and deep sky objects in the 
Southern California night sky. The show will last 
about 30 minutes followed by a short Q&A when 
guests can type questions into a chat box. We 
will answer as many questions as possible. Visit: 
https://smdp.com/events/#/details/the-night-sky-
show/14165546/2025-07-11T19

SATURDAY | JULY 19
COMPOST
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. City Yards 2500 Michigan 
Ave Santa Monica. Join us for Resource Recovery 
and Recycling’s quarterly compost giveaway on 
July 19th, 2025, from 9:00am to 2:00pm at City 
Yards, 2500 Michigan Avenue. Please bring gloves 
and containers if you’re picking up compost - a 
limited supply of bags are available. This is a self-
service event so please be prepared to load your 
own compost. We’re also giving away FREE food 
scrap pails. One per household while supplies last. 
This event is open to all Santa Monica residents 
with proof of residency. Visit: https://smdp.com/
events/#/detai ls /compost/14712444/2025-07-
19T09

UC MASTER GARDENERS AT PICO FARMERS MARKET
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Visit with the UC Master 
Gardeners at the Saturday Pico Farmers Market. 
he booth is filled with free advice on how to 
care for plants, how to troubleshoot a gardening 
problem, and much more. Free seeds and 
seedlings are available on a limited basis. Market 
attendance is subject to change based on weather 
and holidays. Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/
detai ls/uc-master-gardeners-at-pico-farmers-
market/13766365/2025-07-19T10

ARTISTS & FLEAS: VENICE MARKETPLACE
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Westminster Elementary 
School 1010 Abbot Kinney Los Angeles. Artists & 
Fleas in Venice is located in the vibrant, artistic 
heart of Venice at the corner of Abbot Kinney 
and Westminster Avenue in the outdoor lot of 
Westminister Avenue Elementary School. Join 50+ 
merchants every Saturday (rain or shine!) for a 
fabulous lineup of art, design, food trucks and 
vintage. Date: Every Saturday Time: 11:00 AM - 5:00 
PM Location: Westminster Elementary School - 1010 
Abbot Kinney Check our website here for a list of 
vendors. Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/
artists-fleas-venice-marketplace/14548485/2025-
06-28T11

$5 COMMUNITY DOG TRAINING CLASSES!
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Virginia Ave Park 2200 
Virgina Ave Santa Monica. People’s Dog Training™, 
a Love At First Sit® host ongoing $5 ongoing 
Community Dog Training Classes on Saturdays at 
Virginia Ave Park in Santa Monica. Class proceeds 
donated to charitable organizations that advocate 
for animals, and animal shelters and rescues. 
Sign-up at peoplesdogtraining.com/community-
training. $5.00 —General $5.00. First Responders 
& Wildfire Victims FREE. Visit: https://smdp.com/
events /#/deta i ls / -5-communi ty -dog- t ra in ing-
classes-/11981844/2025-06-28T12

SUNDAY | JULY 20
THE WATERFRONT - SUNDAY REAL FUNDAY BRUNCH 
BUFFET
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. The Waterfront 205 Ocean 
Front Walk Venice. Enjoy a bottomless brunch 
buffet Sundays at The Waterfront! The Waterfront 
Venice is a full-service restaurant celebrating 
Californian cuisine with views of the Pacific Ocean. 
Situated between Rose and Navy on the famous 
Venice Beach Boardwalk, our food & beverage 
menus celebrate California with carefully selected 
seasonal produce from local farms. Visit: https://
smdp.com/events/#/details/the-waterfront-sunday-
real-funday-brunch-buffet/14894114/2025-07-20T11

MONDAY | JULY 21
PIZZA PARTY AT BODEGA WINE BAR
6:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. 814 Broadway Santa Monica, 
CA 90401. Every Monday Night at Bodega, every 
bottle of wine you purchase gets you a pizza 
half off! 6pm-Close. Visit: https://smdp.com/
events/#/detai ls/pizza-party-at-bodega-wine-
bar/11526040/2025-07-21T18

THE GORDONS IMPROV RESIDENCY
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Westside Comedy Theater 
1323-A 3rd St Santa Monica. Welcome to The 
Gordons Improv Show at Westside Comedy Theater! 
IMPROV RESIDENT TEAM NIGHT! Check out our 
current lineup of Resident Improv Teams! These 
teams perform Long-Form Improv all inspired by a 
suggestion from the audience. Think of it as a sitcom 
made up on the spot. Catch them before they are 
gone! These teams rotate every three months!Get 
ready for a night filled with laughter, spontaneity, 
and hilarious moments. Join us for an evening of 
unscripted comedy where every joke is made up on 
the spot. Our talented improv performers will have 
you in stitches as they create scenes, characters, 
and stories based on your suggestions. Don’t miss 
out on this one-of-a-kind experience! Grab your 
friends and come on down to Westside Comedy 
Theater for a night you won’t forget. $10.00. Visit: 
https://smdp.com/events/#/details/the-gordons-
improv-residency/14863274/2025-06-23T19

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Montana Branch Library 1704 
Montana Ave. Santa Monica. This community-led, 
monthly book discussion group meets in person at 
6 p.m. on the third Thursday of the month at the 
Montana Branch Library. This book group discusses 
a mix of fiction and nonfiction titles, often on topics 
chosen from current events. To register, email 
library@santamonica.gov. Visit: https://smdp.com/
events/#/details/book-discussions/14712450/2025-
07-17T18

TUESDAY | JULY 22
WALKING MEDITATION
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Beach lot 5 South 2600 Bernard 
Away Santa Monica. Walking meditation is and 
has always been a significant alternative to sitting 
meditation, especially for those starting a new practice. 
The goal of meditation is to be able to practice in all 
positions, conditions and activities whether sitting, 
standing, walking, lying down, or whenever awake. 
We’ll meet Tuesday’s and Thursdays at 2 pm by the 
Mobile Community Meditation and Retreat Center VAN 
parked in the Santa Monica Beach lot 5 South (by the 
grass on the east side of the parking lot and across 
the street from the basketball courts at Ocean View 
Park) We’ll walk silently together for approximately 
45 minutes on the shoreline. Everyone is welcome to 
join whether new to meditation or with many years of 
experience. Please remember to bring sand shoes if 
you prefer not to walk barefoot, sunscreen, a hat, a 
jacket if it’s cold and water. Tho there’s a dog in the 
photo, unfortunately dogs are not permitted on the 
beach. Looking forward to meeting and meditating 
with you all. please feel free to reach out with any 
concerns or questions and please arrive 5 minutes 
early. Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/walking-
meditation/16206460/2025-07-15T14

GELSON’S WEST LA TO HOST TACO TUESDAYS WITH 
TACOS, MARGARITAS, AND MEZCALS
4:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Gelson’s 12121 W Olympic 
Blvd, Los Angeles. Every Tuesday from 4 PM to 
10 PM, Gelson’s West LA Wine Bar will be hosting 
Taco Tuesdays, bringing together a festive blend of 
flavors and fun. Enjoy a variety of mouthwatering 
tacos, refreshing margaritas, and smooth mezcals, 
all served in a vibrant, welcoming atmosphere. 
The perfect way to spice up the week—gather 
friends and enjoy a night of great food, drinks, 
and good times. Prices vary.  Visit: https://
smdp.com/events/#/details/gelson-s-west-la-to-
host-taco-tuesdays-with-tacos-margaritas-and-
mezcals/15309564/2025-07-08T16

WEDNESDAY | JULY 23
FRIENDS OF VENICE LIBRARY: YOGA FOR EVERYONE!
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Venice Branch Library 501 
S Venice Blvd. Venice. Through body awareness, 

movement, and breath, you will be guided on 
how to bring your body, mind, and spirit back 
into balance for overall well-being. All levels are 
welcome. Generously funded by the Friends of 
Venice Library. For ADA accommodations, call (213) 
228-7430 at least 72 hours prior to the event. Para 
ajustes razonables según la ley de ADA, llama al 
(213) 228-7430 al menos 72 horas antes del evento. 
Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/friends-of-
venice-library-yoga-for-everyone-/14548476/2025-
07-02T12

THURSDAY | JULY 24
ARTS/CRAFTS
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Virginia Avenue Park 2200 
Virginia Ave Santa Monica. Venga, aprenda, y 
diviertase cada jueves de 11 AM a 1 PM el el 
salón 3 del parque Virginia. Visit: https://smdp.
com/events/#/details/arts-crafts/14712446/2025-
07-17T11

FRIDAY | JULY 25
THE NIGHT SKY SHOW
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Santa Monica College 1900 
Pico Blvd Santa Monica. The Night Sky Show is 
a short program with the latest news in space 
exploration and astronomy. The program uses 
freeware sky visualization tools to show you the 
constellations planets and deep sky objects in the 
Southern California night sky. The show will last 
about 30 minutes followed by a short Q&A when 
guests can type questions into a chat box. We 
will answer as many questions as possible. Visit: 
https://smdp.com/events/#/details/the-night-sky-
show/14165546/2025-07-11T19

GET IT
DAILY...
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Classifieds

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
 or email cindy@smdp.com

DBA Help Wanted

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NUMBER:   ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES on 06/09/25  2025116899The 
following person(s) is (are) doing business 
Hollander Clinic 2730 Wilshire Blvd 265 Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.  Los Angeles Articles 
of Incorporation  or Organization Number 
(if applicable): Ai #ON. The full name of the 
registrant(s) is/are Dr. Karyn I. Grossman & 
Jennifer Hollander A. Medical Corporation  
2730 Wilshire Blvd 265 Santa Monica, CA 
90403. If corporation or LLC- Print State of CA 
This is Business is Conducted:  A Corporation    
.  The date registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious  business name 
or names listed above on N/A .  Registrant /

Corp/LLC Dr. Karyn I. Grossman & Jennifer 
Hollander A. Medical Corporation Title: Vice 
President   Jennifer Hollander    .  This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County on 06/9/2025NOTICE: 
THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE 
DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
County CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR 
TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a fictitious business name statement 
in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see Section 
14411 et seq. ,Business and Professions 
Code).

Program Manager II (Job ID: 3018241). 
Identify, design, develop, implement, and 
execute new and existing processes, policies, 
goals, and solutions to ensure optimal 
customer experience related to fulfillment 
solutions. Drive development efforts and 
manage priorities for project/program 
completion, including operational solutions. 
Domestic and/or international travel up to 
25% to perform role responsibilities may 
be required. The pay range for this position 
in Santa Monica, CA is $82,846 - $129,800 
(yr); however, base pay offered may vary 
depending on job-related knowledge, 
skills, and experience  A sign-on bonus and 
restricted stock units may be provided as part 
of the compensation package, in addition to 
a full range of medical, financial, and/or other 
benefits, dependent on the position offered. 
This information is provided by Santa Monica, 
CA Equal Pay Act. Base pay information is 
based on market location. Applicants should 
apply via Amazon’s internal or external 
careers site.

Bogh, highlighting the tension between 
Olympic preparations and budget realities. 
“Our obligation is to the most vulnerable in 
this state, as well as the safety and security of 
the individuals that are either tourists, players 
and the districts that we represent.”

The hearing, led by Sen. Ben Allen and 
Vice Chair Sen. Maria Elena Durazo, marked 
a critical juncture as organizers face the 
enormous scale of coordinating the largest 
Olympics ever. LA28 Organizing Committee 
CEO Reynold Hoover warned that 
preparations involve far more than initially 
anticipated.

“The list of things to do is much longer 
than 10,000,” Hoover told lawmakers. “This 
will be the largest Olympics ever, and the first 
time we’ve had Paralympics in Los Angeles.”

BUDGET PRESSURES MOUNT
The financial challenges are particularly 

acute given California’s current economic 
climate. LA County CEO Fesia Davenport 
warned that without adequate funding for 
planning, the state risks “constraining our 
ability to pull off an effective Olympics event.”

“If we do not have a funding source to start 
the planning today, we place ourselves at risk,” 
Davenport said, noting that the county faces 
demands equivalent to supporting multiple 
Super Bowl events daily for a month.

The organizing committee operates as a 
nonprofit with no direct government funding, 
relying entirely on sponsorships, broadcast 
rights, and ticket sales. However, state and 
local agencies must still prepare for massive 
service demands, from law enforcement to 
emergency management.

EQUITY CONCERNS TAKE CENTER STAGE
Several lawmakers emphasized preventing 

what Sen. Lola Smallwood-Cuevas called “the 
tale of two games” — ensuring Olympic 
benefits don’t bypass working-class 
communities.

“This is going to be a beautiful story of 
one united Los Angeles where we can grow 
our economies together,” said Smallwood-
Cuevas, whose district includes venues like 
the Memorial Coliseum and Exposition Park.

The senator pressed organizers about 

concrete hiring benchmarks and preparation 
for underserved residents, including formerly 
incarcerated workers. “What are the things 
that we will need to have in place, and 
especially if some of these a year out, it may 
put strain on resources?”

Sen. Durazo emphasized the importance 
of centering working people in Olympic 
planning. “We have examples of our past of 
project labor agreements and community 
workforce agreements, and the kinds of 
things that we know are very specific to the 
well being of not just Angelenos, but those 
who will come into work.”

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION
Perhaps the most visible challenge will be 

managing regional transportation, with plans 
for a “games route network” spanning over 350 
miles of express lanes that will “dramatically 
impact everyone in Los Angeles,” according 
to organizers.

The Games Mobility Executives are 
coordinating between Metro, Caltrans, and 
other agencies to manage what Hoover 
described as unprecedented logistical 
complexity.

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT INTENSIFIES
Committee Chair Allen emphasized the 

need for sustained legislative oversight as 
preparations accelerate. “The time to begin 
serious legislative oversight and collaboration 
is now,” Allen said. 

The committee plans additional hearings 
focusing on specific challenges, including 
transportation coordination and venue 
planning across the Los Angeles region.

Despite the challenges, organizers remain 
optimistic about the Games’ potential 
economic impact, projecting $18 billion 
in economic benefits and 90,000 full-time 
equivalent jobs. The “no build” approach 
using existing iconic venues offers financial 
advantages compared to other Olympic host 
cities.

The 2028 Games will mark the third 
time Los Angeles has hosted the Olympics, 
following successful events in 1932 and 1984 
that generated budget surpluses through 
careful cost control and use of existing 
facilities.

maaz@smdp.com

CHALLENGES
FROM PAGE 1

Get the local news that matters to you!

SMDP's free daily newsletter for all
your Santa Monica news & events!

POWERED BY

Sign up for

CalMatters
2028 LOS ANGELES OLYMPICS: There are mounting financial and logistical challenges 
to hosing the games.

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED HERE
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
We climb because it’s there

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can’t fake chemistry. 
You know this, but it’s wild how many people still try. You 
feel it instantly -- in art, in conversation, in a stranger’s 
glance. Trust your aesthetic radar. It rarely steers you 
wrong.
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Sure, you could talk 
around the issue so thoroughly that the original point 
gets lost, but it’s a strategy you’ve outgrown. You’re in 
a phase where clarity is more important than avoiding 
the discomfort of honesty. Anything less than true 
communication would feel like self-betrayal.
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Certain relationships have 
developed into something so consistent, so predictable, 
they’ve readied you for something a little more surprising. 
You’d like to be challenged, and you will be, in just the 
right amount. 

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). The day brings an 
awareness of how you give love, not per quota, but as a 
part of yourself, ongoing -- an endless lease in your heart. 
You’ll show love with service, through gifts, and mostly 
just by prioritizing their happiness and well-being.
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re tired of things that glitter 
with promise and deliver nothing but complication. 
Today, seek the plainspoken, the under-designed, the 
unpolished gem. The soul of a thing will speak to you 
before the packaging does.
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). What you’re holding in 
your body affects your mood, and sometimes much more 
than you realize. Where does tension cluster? Where is 
the ease? Before you talk, before you act, scan the system. 
There’s wisdom in the unspoken signals.

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There’s money to be made, 
but the real payoff is not so obvious. Stay tuned to shifts in 
power and key information handed through the side door. 
Stay alert. The most useful information will be traded in 
whispers. 
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your powers of 
discernment will continue to serve you well today. Don’t 
be seduced by the wrapper or distracted by clumsy 
packaging. Tune into the intent behind the words, the 
vibe behind the visuals, the energy behind the smile.
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’re cool even 
when emotions come in hot. You don’t have to slam the 
door. You don’t have to blow it up. You can just... slow the 
rhythm. Delay the return text. Skip the call. Let the silence 
speak, as it most certainly will today. 

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Anything that went 
wrong in the past was a lesson you either already learned 
or will absorb in time without further effort. There’s 
no need to keep processing, digging, ruminating. Take 
control with a simple shift in focus. Forward only.
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You advocate for 
your needs without demanding others sacrifice theirs. 
You deserve to have your time respected, your creative 
priorities honored and your evening protected so you can 
show up where you shine. 
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). How do you know you 
can trust someone? The proof is in how they show up 
over time. Same with you. Don’t worry about the core 
goodness or character traits or anything too mystical. 
Look at the record, and do what it takes to have a good 
one. This is about logistics.

Welcome to a year of connections, creative fuel and emotional refuge aplenty. You are the reason people feel better, and they’ll credit and 
celebrate you for the profound impact you have on their lives; what could be better? More highlights: Colorful collaborations with unique 
results, exclusive arrangements catered just to you, events you can’t believe you’ve finally been granted VIP access to. Capricorn and Libra 
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 13, 1, 11, 20 and 6.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 18)

HOROSCOPES



15LOCAL WEEKEND EDITION, JULY 18 - JULY 20, 2025

also the largest Paralympics ever, and the first 
time we’ve had Paralympics in Los Angeles.”

The economic impact figures are based on a 
2017 study, but Hoover indicated the numbers 
could increase as planning progresses. “We’re 
working actually on a new economic study 
to we think that those numbers will increase, 
because at the time the study was done in 
2017, we didn’t have some of the other venues 
identified,” he said.

The games are expected to attract over 
15 million visitors to the region, with more 
than 15,000 athletes competing. For the first 
time in Olympic history, there will be more 
female athletes competing than male athletes, 
Hoover noted.

“We expect about an $18 billion economic 
impact, not only to the region, but nationwide,” 
Hoover told the committee. “That will include 
about 90,000 full time equivalent jobs, it’ll 
be about a $6 billion labor income, and we 
think somewhere around $700 million in tax 
revenue to the state and local communities.”

The massive undertaking will require 
between 45,000 to 50,000 volunteers, Hoover 
said, describing the volunteer program as “an 
amazing, powerful uniting event.” The LA28 
organizing committee’s own headquarters 
will grow to about 4,000 full-time employees.

Senator Ben Allen, who chairs the 
committee, emphasized the transformative 
potential of the events. “As legislators, we 
all have a responsibility to ensure that 
California’s involvement with the games 
delivers long term value to our residents and 
our taxpayers,” Allen said.

The games will introduce five new sports 
to the Olympic program: baseball, softball, 
squash, cricket, lacrosse, and flag football. On 
the Paralympic side, para climbing will make 
its debut.

Beyond Los Angeles, the economic 
benefits are expected to ripple throughout 
California. Regional areas anticipate increased 
tourism, restaurant visits, entertainment, and 
hotel stays, contributing to local Transient 
Occupancy Tax development.

“Regional areas will have an increase 
in people going out to restaurants, people 
going to the entertainment shows, the zones 
there, the hotels, the TLT that is going to 
be developed for the local cities, and much 
more,” said Senator Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh, 
who represents the Bay Area where World 
Cup matches will be held.

The state’s tourism economy, which already 
generates $12 billion in state and local tax 
revenues and supports 1.2 million jobs, is 
expected to receive a significant boost from 
the games.

County of Los Angeles CEO Fesia 
Davenport highlighted the regional 
coordination required, noting that while the 
county is not the official host or financial 
guarantor, it will play a “significant, critical 
and essential role” in supporting the games 
throughout the region.

The organizing committee operates as a 
nonprofit with a $7.1 billion budget funded 
entirely through sponsorships, International 
Olympic Committee payments, broadcasting 
rights, licensing, merchandising, and ticket 
sales. Hoover announced that eight major 
sponsors have already committed $2 billion.

“There is no other place in the world 
that can host the games of this size and 
magnitude,” Hoover said. “This is a no build 
games. So our only build will be temporary 
builds and temporary facilities. We will use 
existing iconic venues throughout the city of 
LA and the county.”

The games will feature a historic 50-state 
Olympic torch relay, described by Hoover as 
“the thread that’s going to bind the nation” 
and “a way that we’re going to unify the 
world.”

With 1,100 days remaining until the 
opening ceremonies, California officials 
are emphasizing the long-term benefits 
extending well beyond the games themselves. 
The economic projections represent just the 
beginning of what organizers hope will be 
decades of lasting impact from hosting the 
world’s largest sporting event.

maaz@smdp.com

OLYMPICS
FROM PAGE 1

Gov. Gavin Newsom has twice vetoed 
California lawmakers’ attempts to extend 
unemployment benefits to undocumented 
workers. In addition, the state just cut Medi-
Cal benefits to undocumented immigrants 
and froze new enrollments because of budget 
constraints.

When reached for comment, Tara 
Gallegos, spokesperson for Newsom, said: 
“Donald Trump’s ruthless and cruel raids 
have sent families into hiding, impacting our 
schools, churches, businesses, and workforce 
— hurting not only California, but the entire 
nation.” She added that the governor will 
continue to fight the Trump administration 

in court; the state has sued Trump over his 
deployment of Marines to Los Angeles soon 
after the stepped-up raids.

The California Finance Department 
closely monitors demographic and economic 
trends as it shapes state spending plans. When 
asked to comment about the UC Merced 
report, Finance Department spokesperson 
H.D. Palmer pointed to the “downside risk” 
mentioned in the state’s most recent economic 
forecast in the revised May budget. It stated 
that the Trump administration’s large-scale 
deportation program could “significantly 
degrade the state’s labor force.”

By Levi Sumagaysay. This article was originally 
published by CalMatters.

IMMIGRATION
FROM PAGE 3

polyphenol levels.
“These are fruits, not fats,” she said. “Olives 

are only good for about 14 months after 
they’re picked. After that, there’s no health 
benefit and almost no flavor left. That’s why 
we bring them in every six months, it’s the 
only way to guarantee freshness.”

Harris partners with a multigenerational 
importing family whose business has evolved 

over a century from general goods to a laser 
focus on olive oils and vinegars. She said 
they provide detailed chemical analyses of 
every shipment, including breakdowns of 
polyphenols, oleic acid and squalene levels.

The balsamic vinegars are sourced 
exclusively from Modena, Italy, with some 
aged up to 20 years in wooden barrels. Most 
are IGP or DOP certified. Other goods, like 
preserved lemons, heirloom beans, jams and 
almond butters, are sourced from smaller 
producers in California, many of whom have 
never sold to anyone in Los Angeles before. 
One jam maker in Ventura reportedly sells 
only to O&V.

The goal, Harris said, is to stock the 
store with items that enhance the olive oil 

experience without overcrowding the space 
or overwhelming visitors.

“We want people to come in and find 
something that feels like a gift, for someone 
else or themselves,” she said. “It’s about 
quality, not clutter. We’re not trying to sell 
mattresses like five other shops on the street.”

In addition to products, O&V California 
offers monthly “Olive Oil 101” tasting 
classes, held after hours and designed as a 
relaxed introduction to oils and vinegars. 
Each 90-minute class includes small bites, a 
guided tasting session and a private shopping 
experience. Guests can opt for wine or a 
cocktail and tickets are priced at $45.

The shop also plans to host community 
events with a philanthropic element, with a 
portion of proceeds going to local nonprofits 
such as Community Brigade and the Santa 
Monica Fire Department.

“We want to be more than a store,” 
Harris said. “We want to be part of the 
neighborhood, somewhere people can come 
to learn, connect and enjoy themselves.”

The interior of the store reflects that 
philosophy. Clean lines, custom-built 
shelving and soft lighting set the tone. Harris 
said she intentionally left the front of the 
store sparse to encourage curiosity from 
passersby, resisting suggestions to crowd the 
entry with displays or tasting tables.

“I wanted people to look in and wonder 
what it is,” she said. “Some think we sell 
coffee, some think it’s a wine shop. But once 
they step inside, they see it’s something 
different.”

For Harris, the leap from nonprofit work 
to specialty retail isn’t as dramatic as it seems.

“I still had to eat, I still had to cook,” she 
said. “And I thought I was doing everything 
right. But then I learned what was really 
in those bottles at the grocery store and it 
shocked me. I wanted to offer something 
better, and I wanted to do it in Santa Monica.”

She lives about a mile from the store and 
walks to work. That proximity, she said, 
reinforces her sense of accountability to 
the community, both as a retailer and as a 
neighbor. “I love it here. This is home,” Harris 
said. “People know each other. I wanted to 
build something that would belong here, 
something beautiful, welcoming and honest.”

O&V California is at 1109 Montana Ave 
and open Tue–Sat 10am–6pm, Sun 12noon–
5pm. 

scott.snowden@smdp.com
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We want people 
to come in and 
find something 
that feels like 

a gift, for 
someone else 
or themselves

- Tana Harris

ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY!
office (310) 458-7737
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