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Actors agree to mediation, but strike may be unavoidable
ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer

Unionized Hollywood actors on 
the verge of a strike have agreed 
to allow a last-minute intervention 
from federal mediators but say 
they doubt a deal will be reached 
by a negotiation deadline late 
Wednesday.

“We are committed to the 
negotiating process and will 
explore and exhaust every possible 
opportunity to make a deal, 
however we are not confident that 
the employers have any intention of 
bargaining toward an agreement,” 
the Screen Actors Guild -American 
Federation of Radio and Television 
Artists said in a statement Tuesday 
night.

The actors could join the 
already striking Writers Guild of 
America and grind the already 
slowed production process to a halt 
if no agreement is reached with 
the Alliance of Motion Picture and 
Television Producers. The sides 
agreed to an extension before the 
original contract expiration date on 
June 30, resetting it to Wednesday 
at 11:59 p.m.

Growing pessimism surrounding 
the talks seemed to turn to open 
hostility when SAG-AFTRA 
released a statement Tuesday night.

It came in response to a report in 
Variety that a group of Hollywood 
CEOs had been the force behind 
the request for mediation, which 
the union said was leaked before 
its negotiators were informed of the 

request.
The AMPTP declined comment 

through a representative. It’s not 
clear whether federal mediators 
have agreed to take part, but such 
an intervention would presumably 
require more time than the hours 
left on the contract.

“The AMPTP has abused our 
trust and damaged the respect 
we have for them in this process,” 
the SAG-AFTRA statement said. 
“We will not be manipulated by 
this cynical ploy to engineer an 
extension when the companies have 
had more than enough time to make 
a fair deal.”

Issues on the table in the talks 
include residual pay and the threat 
of unregulated use of artificial 
intelligence.

With temperatures set to soar, experts warn 
of the dangers of not being prepared

SCOTT SNOWDEN
SMDP Staff Writer

SEE HEAT WAVE PAGE 7
Arabella Joaquin

BEACH: Temperatures will be more comfortable along the coast. 

This weekend the greater Los 
Angeles metropolitan area will see 
record temperatures with excessive 
heat warnings of 105°F or higher 
being issued to both the Antelope 
and Santa Clarita Valleys together 
with the San Gabriel Mountains.

The heat event which will begin 
Friday and will continue through 
Monday will “rival some of the 
worst heat waves this area has ever 
seen” according to the National 
Weather Service. 

Sure, a dip in the cool blue waters 
of the Pacific Ocean will offer some 
relief as no doubt many land-locked 

Inflation marches upward, but at a 
slower pace

SEE INFLATION PAGE 8

BLS
INFLATION: The regional increase was 2.5 percent over the year. 
    

Prices for almost everything in 
the Los Angeles region continue 
to increase but the rate of growth 
is slowing dramatically offering a 
glimmer of hope to price-strapped 
consumers. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, prices in the Los 
Angeles area, as measured by the 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U), increased by 
0.5 percent in June. Over the past 12 
months, the CPI-U in Los Angeles 
increased by 2.5 percent.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
is a measure of the average change 
in prices over time in a fixed market 
basket of goods and services in 
a given region. The CPI-U is the 
broader of two data sets provided 

by federal regulators and covers 
about 93 percent of the total U.S. 
population including wage earners, 
clerical workers, professionals, 
managers, tech workers, the self 
employed, short-term workers, 
unemployed residents and retirees. 
The data covers a 12-month period 
and provided month by month 
measurements. 

Annually, food prices in Los 
Angeles increased by 4.5 percent, 
with food at home increasing by 2.7 
percent and food away from home 
rising by 7 percent. 

In the monthly comparison, food 
prices increased by 0.4 percent in 
June. Prices for food at home rose 
by 0.5 percent, driven by higher 
prices for nonalcoholic drinks as 
well as meats, poultry, fish, and eggs. 

MATTHEW HALL
SMDP Editor
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After deinstitutionalization, 
California has tragically 
come full circle on mental 
illness treatment
ALICE FELLER

Robbie, our young patient at the 
county hospital in San Mateo, believed 
his parents were trying to poison him. 

He refused to come into the house and 
foraged in the neighbors’ garbage cans 
for all his meals. Nevertheless, since he 
was able to survive on garbage, he was 
judged no longer in need of treatment. 

I was shocked. It was so callous – 
such a breach of our usual standard of 
care. But then I spent a year working as 
a staff psychiatrist at the county hospital 
in Oakland. I learned that Robbie’s 
experience was not out of the ordinary; it 
was the usual state of care in California.

In the 1960s, American psychiatric 
hospitals began to close their doors. The 
movement began in California, first with 
the large state hospitals and then the 
small community hospitals as well.

By 1994 nearly half a million former 
patients had been sent back to live with 
their families, who were often unable to 
care for them. A quarter million newly 
discharged patients ended up on the 
streets or behind bars. 

So many were incarcerated that jails 
and prisons have become our de facto 
mental hospitals. Today, the vast majority 
of inpatient psychiatric care in America is 
provided behind bars.

“Deinstitutionalization,” as the 
movement to close these hospitals is 
known, began as a cost-saving measure. 
In 1965 the federal government abruptly 
withdrew its financial support for the state 
hospitals, as well as the small community 
hospitals providing psychiatric care. 

This was accomplished through a little-
known law, the Medicaid IMD exclusion, 
passed by Congress in 1965 along with 
the creation of Medicaid. The provision 

forbids the use of Medicaid dollars to 
pay for care in a mental hospital. Any 
psychiatric hospital with more than 16 
beds is forbidden to take Medicaid.

Hospital treatment for severe mental 
illness can mean the difference between 
life and death, but because of this law 
such treatment is specifically denied to the 

people who need it most. No other severe 
illness is subject to such discrimination.

We have come full circle from the 
early 19th century, when Dorothea Dix 
campaigned to rescue the mentally ill from 
the prisons where they languished, often 

Photo by Larry Valenzuela for CalMatters/CatchLight Local
HOMELESS: A person sits in a makeshift tent along a barbed wire fence near Highway 99 in 
southwest Fresno on Feb. 11, 2022. The fence blocks out a grass area that used to be a home-
less encampment. 

SEE HOMELESS PAGE 8
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed proposals for 

• RFP:  #366 PREVAILING WAGE & CERTIFIED PAYROLL  MONITORING

• Submission Deadline Is September 7, 2023, at 3:00 PM Pacific Time. 

Proposals must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.  Request for Proposals 
may be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL.   The website for this Request 
for Proposals and related documents is ProcureNow  (https://secure.procurenow.com/portal/
santa-monica-ca).  There is no charge for the RFP package.

TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800 Santa Monica 90401

GET IT
DAILY...

SEE AI PAGE 8

Sarah Silverman and novelists 
sue ChatGPT-maker OpenAI 
for ingesting their books
MATT O’BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer

Ask ChatGPT about comedian Sarah 
Silverman’s memoir “The Bedwetter” and 
the artificial intelligence chatbot can come 
up with a detailed synopsis of every part of 
the book.

Does that mean it effectively “read” and 
memorized a pirated copy? Or it scraped so 
many customer reviews and online chatter 
about the bestseller or the musical it inspired 
that it passes for an expert?

The U.S. courts may now help sort that 
out after Silverman sued ChatGPT-maker 
OpenAI for copyright infringement this week, 
joining a growing number of writers who 
say they unwittingly built the foundation for 
Silicon Valley’s red-hot AI boom.

Silverman’s lawsuit says she never gave 
permission for OpenAI to ingest the digital 
version of her 2010 book to train its AI 
models, and it was likely stolen from a 
“shadow library” of pirated works. It says 
the memoir was copied “without consent, 
without credit, and without compensation.”

It’s one of a mounting number of cases 
that could crack open the secrecy of OpenAI 
and its rivals about the valuable data used 
to train increasingly widely used “generative 
AI” products that create new text, images 
and music. And it raises questions about the 
ethical and legal bedrock of tools that the 
McKinsey Global Institute projects will add 
the equivalent of $2.6 trillion to $4.4 trillion 
to the global economy.

“This is an open, dirty secret of the whole 
machine learning industry,” said Matthew 
Butterick, one of the lawyers representing 
Silverman and other authors in seeking a 
class-action case. “They love book data and 

they get it from these illicit sites. We’re kind 
of blowing the whistle on that whole practice.”

OpenAI declined to comment on the 
allegations. Another lawsuit from Silverman 
makes similar claims about an AI model built 
by Facebook and Instagram parent company 
Meta, which also declined comment.

It may be a tough case for writers to win, 
especially after Google’s success in beating 
back legal challenges to its online book library. 
The U.S. Supreme Court in 2016 let stand 
lower court rulings that rejected authors’ 
claim that Google’s digitizing of millions of 
books and showing small portions of them to 
the public amount to “copyright infringement 
on an epic scale.”

“I think what OpenAI has done with books 
is awfully close to what Google was allowed 
to do with its Google Books project and so 
will be legal,” said Deven Desai, associate 
professor of law and ethics at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology.

While only a handful have sued, including 
Silverman and bestselling novelists Mona 
Awad and Paul Tremblay, concerns about 
the tech industry’s AI-building practices 
have gained traction in literary and artist 
communities.

Other prominent authors — among them 
Nora Roberts, Margaret Atwood, Louise 
Erdrich and Jodi Picoult — signed a letter late 
last month to the CEOs of OpenAI, Google, 
Microsoft, Meta and other AI developers 
accusing them of exploitative practices in 
building chatbots that “mimic and regurgitate” 
their language, style and ideas.

“Millions of copyrighted books, articles, 
essays, and poetry provide the ‘food’ for AI 
systems, endless meals for which there has 
been no bill,” said the open letter organized 
by the Authors Guild and signed by more 
than 4,000 writers. “You’re spending billions 
of dollars to develop AI technology. It is only 
fair that you compensate us for using our 
writings, without which AI would be banal 
and extremely limited.”

The AI systems behind popular products 
such as ChatGPT, Google’s Bard and 
Microsoft’s Bing chatbot are known as large 
language models that have “learned” by 
analyzing and picking up patterns from a 
wide body of ingested text. They’ve awed 
the public with their strong command of the 
human language, though they’re also known 
for a tendency to spout falsehoods.

While the models have also been trained 
on news articles and social media feeds, 
books are particularly valuable, as OpenAI 
acknowledged in a 2018 paper cited in 
Silverman’s lawsuit.

The earliest version of OpenAI’s large 
language model, known as GPT-1, relied on 
a dataset compiled by university researchers 
called the Toronto Book Corpus that included 
thousands of unpublished books, some in the 
adventure, fantasy and romance genres.

“Crucially, it contains long stretches of 
contiguous text, which allows the generative 
model to learn to condition on long-range 

I think what 
OpenAI has done 
with books is 
awfully close to 
what Google was 
allowed to do with 
its Google Books 
project and so will 
be legal
- Deven Desai, associate professor 
of law and ethics at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology
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SUBJECT:

A public hearing will be held by the City Council to consider the following request:

Introduction and first reading of an ordinance amending the text of the Zoning Ordinance to provide incentives 
for certain housing projects that filed an application prior to implementation of the City’s 6th Cycle (2021-
2029) Housing Element. More specifically, the following local incentives would allow: 

1) A 15% inclusionary requirement for the development of o�-site a�ordable housing units, giving the 
owners more flexibility to pool o�-site a�ordable housing units into one 100% a�ordable housing   
project to satisfy o�-site inclusionary requirements for multiple market-rate projects; 

2) The grant of State Density Bonus waivers and concessions for the market rate projects as if the o�-
site units were provided on-site; and 

3) An increase in the Downtown Community Plan maximum parking requirement from 0.5 to 1.0   
spaces.

The local incentives would apply to new housing projects with applications filed between June 1, 2023 
and two years after the e�ective date of the proposed ordinance located on parcels that meet the following 
criteria:

1) A preliminary application was filed for a housing development project pursuant to Government   
Code Section 65941.1 between September 30, and October 13, 2022; and

2) The preliminary application asserted eligibility for processing under the “builder’s remedy”   
provision of the Housing Accountability Act, Government Code Section 65859.5(d).

As explained more fully in the proposed ordinance, the incentives, with the exception of the “parking” 
incentive, would terminate and be of no further force and e�ect upon issuance of administrative approvals for 
965 “additional units”.  For purposes of the proposed ordinance, “additional units” means the total amount 
of units provided by one or more eligible projects, including market rate, a�ordable, on-site and o�-site units, 
that exceed the collective unit capacity allocated to the properties associated with eligible project subject 
to the proposed ordinance under the Suitable Sites Inventory for the City’s 6th Cycle (2021-2029) Housing 
Element.  

COMPLIANCE WITH CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
Council will be asked to consider compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), including 
whether to adopt a finding that no subsequent environmental review is required pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section15162 based on a determination that the adoption of development incentives as set forth in the 
proposed ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance was analyzed as part of the 2021-2029 6th Cycle 
Housing Element Environmental Impact Report (EIR) [SCH No. 2020100575] that was certified by the City 
Council on October 12, 2021 with an Addendum to the EIR approved by the City Council on October 11, 
2022.

DATE/TIME: TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2023 AT 7:00 PM

LOCATION: City Council Chamber, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street, Santa   
  Monica, California

HOW TO COMMENT: 
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Members of the public unable to attend a meeting 
but wishing to comment on an item(s) listed on the agenda may submit written comments prior to the public 
hearing via email to councilmtgitems@santamonica.gov or via mail to City Clerk, 1685 Main Street, Room 
102, Santa Monica, California 90401. Written public comment submitted before 12:00 p.m. on the day of 
the meeting will be available for online viewing.  All written comments shall be made part of the public record.  
Please note the agenda item number in the subject line of your written comments. 

You may also comment in person at the City Council hearing.  Please check the agenda for more detailed 
instructions on how to comment in person.

Address your comments to:  City Clerk
    Re: Housing Projects Development Incentives Ordinance

    VIA EMAIL: councilmtgitems@santamonica.gov
    VIA MAIL: 1685 Main Street, Room 102
      Santa Monica, CA 90401

MORE INFORMATION: If you want more information about this project, please contact Roxanne Tanemori 
at (310) 458-2200 ext 8202, or by e-mail at roxanne.tanemori@santamonica.gov. For disability-related 
accommodations, please contact the City Clerk’s O«ce at (310) 458-8211 at least 72 hours in advance of 
the meeting. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. All written materials are 
available in alternate languages provided the request is received 72 hours prior to the meeting. Santa Monica 
Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center area. The Expo Line terminus is located at Colorado 
Avenue and Fourth Street, and is a short walk to City Hall. Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on 
Olympic Drive, and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (validation free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in 
Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

ESPAÑOL : Esto es una noticia de una audiencia pública para revisar applicaciónes proponiendo desarrollo en 
Santa Monica. Si deseas más información, favor de llamar a Carmen Gutierrez en la División de Planificación 
al número (310) 458-2275.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL

Proposed Amendments to the Text of the Santa Monica Municipal Code to Provide 
Incentives for Certain Housing Projects That Filed an Application Prior to Implementation of 
the City’s 6th Cycle (2021-2029) Housing Element

COMMUNITY NEWS
Countywide

Board of Supervisors strengthens renter protections to prevent 
homelessness

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors unanimously supported strengthening the County’s 
Rent Stabilization and Tenant Protections Ordinance on Wednesday to shore up additional protec-
tions to prevent vulnerable renters from falling into homelessness. 

The ordinance impacts unincorporated Los Angeles County and is intended to model protections 
for cities to prevent greater numbers of Angelenos from falling into homelessness. This comes as 
evictions increase countywide and the Greater LA Homeless Count results demonstrated that inflow 
into homelessness remains a challenge in scaling 
our response. 

“As those who profit from renters find ways to 
increase their profits, we are meeting the moment 
with stronger protections that give renters a fight-
ing chance,” said Supervisor Lindsey P. Horvath. 
“Rent stabilization measures for unincorporated 
communities are one additional way Los Angeles 
County is addressing the homelessness crisis with 
urgency and demonstrating what’s possible for all 
our cities — an essential partner in solving home-
lessness. Together, we must make every effort to 
take homelessness prevention seriously by tackling 
the issue of inflow head on.” 

The strengthened protections under the revised 
Rent Stabilization and Tenant Protections Ordinance, 
include:

Requiring that any tenant in the unincorporated 
areas of the County when presented with a volun-
tary buyout agreement be offered an amount equal 
to or greater than the relocation assistance amount 
a tenant would be entitled to under a no-fault evic-
tion.

Clarifying that tenants have an affirmative 
defense to an unlawful detainer action should a 
landlord fail to provide a copy of the notice of ter-
mination or eviction to the LA County Department of 
Consumer and Business Affairs (DCBA) as required 
under Section 8.52.090. 

Requiring that for any at-fault termination of 
tenancy, the termination notice must include the 
reason for eviction, including the date, place, wit-
nesses and circumstances of concern.

The meeting included another homelessness 
prevention motion introduced by Supervisors 
Mitchell and Solis calling for a Right to Counsel 
ordinance to expand eviction defense services for 
unincorporated LA County. 

“The majority of Los Angeles County residents 
are tenants and three years after the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, many are still struggling to pay back 
rent and figure out a way to keep a roof over their 
heads,” said Supervisor Hilda L. Solis. “Strong evic-
tion protections are critical in preventing mass displacements. Today’s vote on strengthening our 
Rent Stabilization and Tenant Protections Ordinance will help us avert more people from falling into 
homelessness—an issue we are severely grappling with and one we have to address head-on with 
policy and systems change.”

Last month, the University of California San Francisco issued its most comprehensive study of 
people experiencing homelessness statewide and found that high housing costs and low incomes 
left people vulnerable to homelessness, and that 70% believe that a monthly rental subsidy of $300-
$500 would have prevented their homelessness for a sustained period.

Recognizing the important role Los Angeles County cities play in keeping people housed, DCBA 
held a Tenant Protection Summit in May and will soon launch a Tenant Protections Toolkit. For more 
information about that and resources available to assist tenants, rental property owners, and land-
lords in LA County, visit rent.lacounty.gov or stayhousedla.org.

SUBMITTED BY CONSTANCE FARRELL

As those 
who profit 

from renters 
find ways to 

increase their 
profits, we 

are meeting 
the moment 

with stronger 
protections that 

give renters a 
fighting chance
- Lindsey P. Horvath Supervisor

GET IT
DAILY...
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If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
• Invisalign   • Periodontist on Staff   • Oral Surgeon on Staff
• Cosmetics and Implants   • Zoom bleaching   • and more

OR

TRY

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
ST.

15TH
ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

OUR NO OBLIGATION

ortosa
nt

a

monica

502 Santa Monica Blvd. 424-433-8100 ortosantamonica.com

Join us in our beautiful

courtyard for an authentic,

natural Italian al fresco dining

experience.

utdoors
dine in the great

O P I N I O N
Send comments to 
editor@smdp.com

Charles Andrews

NOTEWORTHY

It takes a village ... people

Courtesy photo
YMCA: SO politically incorrect.     

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED:
TONIGHT! - NEIL YOUNG –   Remember 

how I went out on a limb last week 
and foamed at the keyboard about the 
opportunity to see Neil Young in concert? 
Look it up. My daughter, a very tough 
critic, went last week, and raved. That’s 
good enough for me, and you too, I hope. 
Mon 7 p.m., Greek Theatre, LA, $99-525.

THE HOT CLUB OF LOS ANGELES – 
from their website: “Hot Club’s brand of 
virtuoso, Django-style 1930s gypsy swing 
jazz is found nowhere else and even if it 
were, it couldn’t possibly be this good. 
These guys are masters, individually and 
collectively. You will find it hard to stop 
smiling all night. - Santa Monica Daily 
Press” And may I add, they manage to 
record and play high-profile gigs and 
still show up every Monday night here, 
for years. Aren’t we lucky? Mon 9 p.m., 
Cinema Bar, Culver City, no cover.

Next Thurs - CELSO SALIM & DARRYL 
CARRIERE - I’ve written about this hard 
core blues duo so many times, two great 
voices, one monster blues harp, one 
authentic blues guitar, they are the Real 
Deal and we are lucky every time they 
swoop back to Santa Monica every few 
months, go hear them and tell me I’m lyin’. 
Next Thurs 9:30 p.m., Harvelle’s, $10.

RECOMMENDED: 
TONIGHT! - DUDAMEL Conducts 

LA PHIL, ELLINGTON, GERSHWIN  – 
Ellington, and “An American in Paris”? 
God bless our incredible open-minded 
world music every genre and era Music 
Director Gustavo. Can’t wait. (Note: his 
Verdi “Requiem” at the Bowl Tuesday 
night was absolutely transcendent. We 
are going to miss him,) Next Thurs 8 p.m.,  
Hollywood Bowl, $6-129.

TONIGHT - RICK SHEA – Rick’s been 
landing in Santa Monica-adjacent more 
frequently lately, and ain’t that great. 
One of my favorite SoCal country folk 
Americana crooners, and he plays a good 
gee-tar too. Next Thurs 9 p.m., Cinema 
Bar, Culver City, free,

KOOL & THE GANG, VILLAGE PEOPLE 
- Some who know me may see this 
recommendation and think I’ve lost my 
mind, and that’s probably the case, I 
mean, sit through an entire set just to 
hear “YMCA”? (But you know the entire 
Bowl audience will leap to their feet to 
gleefully form the letters…) I figure VP 
and Kool  are not touring venues like the 
Hollywood Bowl without a show to show 
us, so I’m ready to check my brain and let 
my feet take over, ‘cause sometimes, we 
all just wanna have fun. Fri, Sat 8 p.m.,  
Hollywood Bowl, $29-229.

“QUEEN MARGARET’S VERSION OF 
SHAKESPEARE’S WAR OF THE ROSES” 
– Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear, I just hate to 
say anything at all negative about any of 
the consistently superb productions done 
in beautiful Topanga Canyon for lo this 
past half century, but… this Theatricum 
production encompassing Henry VI Part 
I, II, III, and Richard III, is stitched together 
in a way that becomes a bit confusing 
for all but medieval English royal history 
buffs, and as far as it “centers on Queen 
Margaret and the women and children 
of Shakespeare’s civil war saga,” well, a 
whole lot of them wound up dead, and 
it became commonplace to hear, Oh so 
you killed my husband and two children 
and now you want to wed me? … where 
exactly is your castle, sir? The acting is, 
as always, top notch, with barely a word 
or two stumbled over in nearly three 
fast paced hours, but, nearly three hours 
is just a bit long despite the fantastic 
sword fights. Sun 7:30 p.m., Theatricum 
Botanicum, Topanga Canyon, $15-60.

“MACBETH”’ – In this bloody, depraved 
corner, M’Lord and M’Lady, reigning still 
as the unchallenged monstrous couple 
of political pushiness, gruesome greed, 
absolute ambition  and murderous 
mayhem. Some things never change. No 
wonder this one by Will (Shakespeare, not 
Geer) remains perhaps his best-known 
work (but hardly beloved). Sun 3:30 p.m., 

SEE NOTEWORTHY PAGE 7
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Visit 
InspireSleepEvents.com 
to register for a free 
event.

Want to 
go from 
restless...
to well 
rested?

Inspire is not for everyone. 
Talk to your doctor to see if 
it’s right for you, and review 

important safety information 
at InspireSleep.com.

Hear from doctors in your 
area about Inspire, a sleep 

apnea treatment that works 
inside your body. 

No mask. No hose. Just sleep.™

COMMUNITY NEWS
Los Angeles

Virginia Tech Researcher Discovers New Millipede Species in the Los 
Angeles Metropolis

In busy Los Angeles, few people pay attention to what’s under their feet, but a new underground move-
ment has people looking at the subterranean world just below the surface. A team of scientists discovered 
a new species of millipede crawling just beneath the soil surface in Los Angeles and Orange counties. 

These never-before-seen creatures are pale, blind, thin, inch-long burrowers with the ability to produce 
a silk-like sticky substance, similar to spider silk. Measuring in at 0.5 millimeters wide and 2 1/2 centimeters 
long, these creatures are about the width of a thin 
graphite lead of a mechanical pencil and about as 
long as a small paperclip.

Despite being so small, they are described as 
having a gaping toothy mouth and over 480 legs. The 
species in question is called the Los Angeles Thread 
Millipede, formally named Illacme socal.

Paul Marek, associate professor in the Department 
of Entomology in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences at Virginia Tech, was the lead author of the 
study that described the new millipede.

“We hope that this discovery will encourage con-
servation efforts to protect these unique creatures 
and their habitats,” said Marek. “The discovery of 
Illacme socal highlights the importance of research 
into subterranean fauna.”

The discovery of Illacme socal was made possible 
by funding from the National Science Foundation. 
The research team included scientists from Virginia 
Tech, West Virginia University, and the University of 
California, Berkeley. The findings were published in 
the journal ZooKeys.

The team captured a video of the millipede bur-
rowing and moving through small spaces and crev-
ices underground. This is the first-ever video of this 
species in action and provides insight into the unique 
behaviors of these fascinating creatures. 

This research discovery highlights the importance of habitat preservation efforts to protect the envi-
ronment and prevent the loss of biodiversity. The millipede was found in two parks in the Los Angeles and 
Orange counties but almost certainly lived in other parts of the metropolis in the past.

The fact that populations of this species are living in two small well-known areas that are near constant 
development emphasizes the need for conservation efforts to protect this and other threatened organisms.

SUBMITTED BY VIRGINIA TECH

Photo by Paul Marek for Virginia Tech.
INSECT: This minute critter, the Los Angeles Thread Millipede has gone unnoticed beneath 
feet until now.

Prosecutors won’t seek death 
penalty against men charged in 
Whitey Bulger’s prison killing
ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press

Federal prosecutors will not pursue the 
death penalty against two men charged 
with the prison killing of notorious Boston 
gangster James “Whitey” Bulger, according to 
court papers filed Wednesday.

Prosecutors said in a court filing that in 
the event Fotios “Freddy” Geas, a former 
Mafia hitman, and Paul J. DeCologero, a 
Massachusetts gangster, are convicted of 
murder in Bulger’s killing, they will not seek 
a death sentence.

Geas also faced a possible death sentence 
if found guilty of an additional charge of 
murder by a federal prisoner serving a life 
sentence. But prosecutors said they would 
not seek it in the event he is convicted of that 
charge either.

Geas and DeCologero were charged last 
August in the 2018 slaying of Bulger, who ran 
the largely Irish mob in Boston in the 1970s 
and ‘80s and served as an FBI informant who 
ratted on his gang’s main rival. Bulger went 
into hiding and was later found in a Santa 
Monica apartment.

Bulger was killed just hours after he was 
transferred to a prison in West Virginia from 
another lockup in Florida and placed in the 
general population.

Geas and DeCologero are accused of 
striking Bulger in the head multiple times 
while a third man, Sean McKinnon, acted as 
a lookout. An inmate witness told authorities 
that DeCologero said he and Geas used a 
belt with a lock attached to it to beat Bulger 
to death.

Geas, DeCologero and McKinnon are all 
charged with conspiracy to commit murder, 
which carries up to life in prison. McKinnon, 
who is charged separately with making false 
statements to a federal agent, did not face 
a possible death sentence. The men are 
scheduled to go on trial in December 2024 in 
federal court in West Virginia.

Patrick Nash, an attorney for DeCologero, 
called it the “correct decision by the 
Department of Justice.”

“We are looking forward to our day in 
court. We trust the system and trust the 
fairness of the system and will put the facts in 
front of the jury,” Nash said.

Attorneys for Geas didn’t immediately 
respond to emails seeking comment on 
Wednesday. An attorney who has represented 
Bulger’s family also didn’t respond to an 
email.

Attorney General Merrick Garland in 2021 
placed a moratorium on federal executions. 
But the Justice Department has continued to 
press for the death penalty in certain cases.

We hope that 
this discovery 
will encourage 
conservation 
efforts to protect 
these unique 
creatures and 
their habitats
- Paul Marek, associate professor in the 
Department of Entomology 
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Angelenos will make a weekend pilgrimage 
to the oceanfront Eden that is sunny Santa 
Monica, but that creates a different set of 
problems. 

Dr. Anu Seshadri, lead physician at UCLA 
Century City, advises that you stay in the 
shade during the sun’s peak hours, typically 
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. and she also 
recommends that you wear a sun protection 
factor (SPF) of 30 or higher because sun 
damage occurs even on cloudy days. 

“You should choose something that says 
‘broad-spectrum sunscreen’ and be mindful 
of anything that you might be allergic to, 
say any scented sunscreen. Sprays tend to 
be easier to reapply as well, but use a gel, 
serum or cream for your face,” Seshadri says, 
adding, “You should reapply every two hours, 
especially if you’ve been in the water.”

Finally, remember to cover up with 
comfortable, light-colored clothing, especially 
a broad-brimmed hat and UV-blocking 
sunglasses. Moreover, in addition to liberally 
applying lashings of sun lotion, if you’re 
driving either to or from Santa Monica this 
weekend, the hot weather can also play havoc 
on your road trip.

According to Doug Shupe, Los Angeles-
based spokesperson for the AAA, heatstroke 
is actually the leading cause of non crash 
vehicle fatalities and of course, extreme heat 
can push a vehicle beyond its breaking point. 

“You need to inspect your vehicles before 
those road trips. You want to make sure 
that your battery is prepared for the warmer 
temperatures. Summer heat can have a more 
negative impact on your battery than freezing 
winter temperatures. Heat and vibration are 
a battery’s worst enemies, because they lead 
to internal breakdown and eventual failure,” 
Shupe says.

He stresses that in the sort of temperatures 
that we’re expecting this weekend to treat 
even short to medium distance car journeys 
like long road trips and plan accordingly. 
Check tire pressures and make sure all fluids 
in the car are topped up. 

“It’s important to make sure that your 
engine is cool, make sure that your cooling 
systems are in good shape and ensure that 
your coolant levels are filled up properly. 

So things like motor oil transmission fluid, 
power steering fluid, brake fluid, any fluids 
that need to be topped off and make sure that 
you’re using the fluid that’s specified in your 
vehicle owner manual,” Shupe says.

And whatever you do, do not leave a 
child or a pet in a vehicle that itself is in 
direct sunlight. “The inside of a car that’s in 
sunlight can exceed 130°F and children are 
particularly susceptible to heat stroke because 
their bodies heat up three to five times faster 
than an adult’s body,” Shupe says, adding, “A 
cracked window is simply not good enough.”

However, even at home, you need to take 
into account the considerations of others, 
in particular, your pets. “It’s important to 
remember that the hot temperatures affect 
our pets and can turn serious very quickly,” 
says Elizabeth Noble, Chair of the Santa 
Monica Animal Shelter.

“Make sure that your pet has access to 
lots of fresh, cool water. I like to place several 
water bowls out in different places around 
the apartment for my cat during the summer 
months to make sure she is drinking enough 
water,” Noble says. 

“Not everyone has AC, so it really helps to 
have a bowl or a bucket of cold ice water in 
front of a fan, it really makes a difference in 
helping keep the place cool. And never, ever 
leave your pet unattended in a vehicle.”

She also stresses that the temperature of 
sidewalks or any tarmac can get extremely 
hot and can easily burn your pet’s paws. 
“Refrain from taking your dog with you on 
a run or a hike on these hot summer days,” 
Noble says, adding, “Try to time your walk to 
when the temperature is not so hot, so in the 
morning or later in the day and maybe even 
consider investing in some booties for your 
dog’s paws.”

Beware of and know what to do for heat-
related illness, such as heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke. Call 911 right away if you see 
these symptoms: high body temperature, 
vomiting, dizziness, confusion, and hot, red, 
dry, or damp skin. Heat stroke is a medical 
emergency. Also, call 911 if you see a child or 
pet in a car alone, regardless of how little or 
how much the window may be opened.

scott.snowden@smdp.com

HEAT WAVE
FROM PAGE 1

Theatricum Botanicum, Topanga Canyon, 
$15-60.

TOLEDO DIAMOND – Unique, riveting, 
first class act. There’s nothing like it, it 
is high performance art and great fun. 
Degeneracy is rarely so well disciplined. 
Could be the most memorable 12 bucks 
you ever spent. Sun 9:30 p.m., Harvelle’s, 
$12.  

DIANA KRALL - One of the very finest 
jazz pianist - vocalist of any age or gender, 
Elvis doesn’t deserve her, or to be more 
famous than her. Wed 8 p.m., Hollywood  
Bowl, $10-109.

COMING ATTRACTIONS: CELSO 
SALIM & DARRYL CARRIERE, Harvelle’s, 
7/20; “MACBETH,” Theatricum Botanicum, 
7/21, 30; LA SANTA CECILIA, Levitt 
Pavillion, 7/22; “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
DREAM,” Theatricum Botanicum, 7/23, 

28; “QUEEN MARGARET’S VERSION OF 
SHAKESPEARE’S WAR OF THE ROSES,” 
Theatricum Botanicum, 7/23, 30; TOLEDO 
DIAMOND, Harvelle’s, 7/23, 30; REGGAE 
NIGHT XXI with BERES HAMMOND, 
STEEL PULSE, Hollywood Bowl, 7/23 
HOT CLUB OF LOS ANGELES, Cinema 
Bar, 7/24, 31; GERSHWIN, DVORAK, LA 
PHIL, Hollywood Bowl, 7/25; STEVE 
EARLE & THE DUKES, Troubadour, 
7/30; DAKHABRAKHA, Ford Theater, 
8/4; “HANSEL & GRETEL,” Pacific Opera 
Project, 8/4, 5, 6; YNGWIE MALMSTEEN 
GLENN HUGHES, Saban Theare, 8/8; 
LUCINDA WILLIAMS, Ford Theatre, 8/10; 
ROY ZIMMERMAN, McCabe’s, 8/11.

Charles Andrews has listened to a lot of music of all 
kinds, including more than 3,000 live shows. He has 
lived in Santa Monica for 37 years and wouldn’t live 
anywhere else in the world. Really. Send love and/or 
rebuke to him at therealmrmusic@gmail.com (the real 
mr music…)

NOTEWORTHY
FROM PAGE 5

COMMUNITY NEWS
Los Angeles

West L.A. Man Charged with Running Decade-Long $4.5 Million 
Timeshare Telemarketing Scheme that Scammed Elderly Victims

A federal grand jury has returned an indictment against a West Los Angeles man who allegedly ran a 
decade-long telemarketing scam primarily targeting elderly victims that fraudulently obtained more than $4.5 
million via false promises to help victims sell or rent their timeshare properties.

Michael Alexai Dragunov, 44, whose aliases include “Michael Anthony Farole,” “Michael LeFleur,” “Victor 
Romano,” and “James Logan,” is charged in the 10-count indictment along with Christopher Michael Lang, 42, 
of Hays, Kansas, whose aliases include “Scott Graham,” “Don Lewis,” and “Jack Morgan.”

Both defendants are charged with one count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud and nine counts of wire 
fraud in connection with telemarketing and email marketing targeting the elderly.

Dragunov was arrested on a federal criminal complaint in this matter on June 28 and was ordered jailed 
without bond. His arraignment is scheduled for July 18 in United States District Court in downtown Los 
Angeles. Lang was arrested in Kansas on June 28 and is expected to be arraigned in Los Angeles in the 
coming weeks.

According to the indictment, from August 2013 to June 2023, Dragunov and Lang purported to represent 
companies that provided advertising and other services to current or former timeshare owners. The com-
panies included Premier Marketing LLC, CML Marketing Specialists Inc., Condo Rental Associates LLC, and 
Paramount Media LLC.

Dragunov and Lang allegedly contacted victims, many of whom were elderly, and, to conceal the fraudu-
lent scheme and their true identities, the defendants also used Skype messaging service phone numbers and 
used aliases instead of their true names.

Victims allegedly were induced to enter into agreements with the defendants’ telemarketing companies 
– agreements that were formalized in documents that were faxed or sent electronically – by falsely repre-
senting that the telemarketing companies would assist the victims with selling or renting their timeshare 
properties for a “one time” advertising fee.

Despite the recurring fees that each victim paid, often reaching the hundreds of thousands over several 
years, no victim received the timeshare-related services or proceeds promised, the indictment alleges.

To dupe victims into sending them more money, Dragunov and Lang allegedly told their victims a series of 
lies, including that the fees being requested would be refunded or reimbursed to the victims upon completion 
of the sale or rental of the victims’ timeshare, that the victims still owed taxes on the timeshare properties, and 
if the victims tried to dispute their payments to the telemarketing companies, the victims would automatically 
lose their disputes and lose all funds paid and any proceeds from a sale or rental of their timeshares.

To create the false impression that the telemarketing companies were legitimate, Dragunov and Lang 
pretended to be the companies’ customers and engaged in hundreds of phony small transactions with the 
companies’ payment processing accounts, according to the indictment.

Dragunov and Lang also allegedly concealed material facts from the victims, including the fact that their 
money was being used to personally enrich themselves.

If convicted of all charges, Dragunov and Lang would face a statutory maximum sentence of 30 years in 
federal prison for each count.

An indictment is merely an allegation. All defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

If you or someone you know is age 60 or older and has been a victim of financial fraud, help is available 
at the National Elder Fraud Hotline: 1-833-FRAUD-11 (1-833-372-8311). This Department of Justice hotline, 
managed by the Office for Victims of Crime, is staffed by experienced professionals who provide personalized 
support to callers by assessing the needs of the victim and identifying relevant next steps. Case managers 
will identify appropriate reporting agencies, provide information to callers to assist them in reporting, con-
nect callers directly with appropriate agencies, and provide resources and referrals, on a case-by-case basis. 
Reporting is the first step. Reporting can help authorities identify those who commit fraud and reporting 
certain financial losses due to fraud as soon as possible can increase the likelihood of recovering losses. The 
hotline is staffed seven days a week from 3 a.m. to 8 p.m. Pacific Time. English, Spanish, and other languages 
are available.

Information about the Department of Justice’s Elder Fraud Initiative is available at www.justice.gov/
elderjustice.

SUBMITTED BY CIARAN MCEVOY, U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER
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Classifieds
CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
or email cindy@smdp.com

Summons

Summons (Civil  Harassment 
Restraining Order) Orden 
de Restricción por acoso 
Civil)   Case Number: 
23STR002913Superior Court 
of California (County of corte 
de Superior de California 
Condado de)  Los Angeles 
Central District Stanley Mosk  
Courthouse  111 North Hill 
Street Los Angeles, CA 90012  
1.Person Seeking Protection 
(La Persona que solicita 
protección)  MARY TESSA 
CORMAN  2. Notice to: (name 
of person to be restrained) 
Aviso a ( Nombre de la persona 
a ser restringida)  Donald 
Jake SellerThe person in 1 is 
asking for Civil Harassment 
Restraining Order Against 
youLa Persona en 1 esta 
pidiendo una restricción  por 
acoso civil contra usted3. You 
have a court date ( Tiene una 
audiencia en la corte) Date: 
(fecha) 8/1/23 Time: (Hora) 
8:30 am Dept: (Depto) 25 
Room Room: (Sala) N/A   What 
if I don’t go to the court date?  
If you don’t go to the court 
date, the judge can grant the 
restraining order that limits 
your contact with person in 
1. Having a restraining order 
may impact your life in other 
ways,  including preventing 
you from having guns and 
ammunition. If you do not go 
to your court date, the judge 

could grant everything that 
the person in 1 asking the 
judge to order.  Qué pasa si 
no voy a la audiencia?  Si 
no va a la audiencia, el juez 
puede dictar una orden de 
restricción que limita su 
contacto con la persona en 
1. Una orden de restricción 
en su contra puede tener 
otras consecuencias, como 
prohibirle tener armas de 
fuego y municiones. Si no va 
a la audiencia, el juez puede 
ordenar todo lo que pide la 
persona en 1. How Do I Find 
out what the person in 1 is 
asking for?   To find out what 
the person in 1 is asking the 
judge to order, go to the court 
listed on page 1. Ask for the 
court clerk to let you see 
your case  file. You will need 
to give the court clerk your 
case number, which is listed 
above in page 1. The request 
for a restraining order will be 
on form Ch-100 request for 
civil harassment restraining 
order. Cómo puedo entender 
lo que pide la persona en 
1? Para entender lo que 
pide la persona en 1, vaya 
al tribunal en la dirección 
en la parte superior de la 
página 1. Pida al secretario 
de la corte permiso para ver 
el expediente de su caso. 
Tendrá que darle al secretario 
el número de su caso, que 

aparece arriba y  en la página 
1. La solicitud de una orden 
de restricción se hace en el 
formulario CH-100, solicitud 
de órdenes de restricción por 
acoso civil. Where can I get 
help? Free legal information 
is available at your local 
court’s self help center. Go to 
www. courts.ca.gov/selfhelp  
to find your local center. 
Donde puedo obtener ayuda? 
Puedo obtener información 
legal gratis en el centro 
de ayuda de su corte. Vea 
ahttps://www.courts.ca.gov/
selfhelp-selfhelpcenters.
htm?rdeLocaleAttr=es para 
encontra el centro de ayuda 
en su condado. Do I need a 
lawyer?You are not required 
to have a lawyer, but you 
may want legal advice before 
your court hearing. For help 
finding a lawyer, you can visit 
www.lawhelpc.org or contact 
your local bar association. 
Necesito un abogado? No es 
obligatorio tener un abogado, 
pero es posible que quiera 
consejos legales antes de 
su audiencia en la corte. 
Para ayudar encontrar un 
abogado visite www.lawhelpc.
org/homepage o contacte al 
colegio de abogados local. 
Date (Fecha) June 23, 2023 
Clerk,  by (Secretario , por)  W. 
Slyaton Deputy ( Asistente) S. 
Watson.

Food prices away from home increased by 0.3 
percent during the same period. 

Energy prices were the only category to 
decrease over the year, by 14.8 percent, mainly 
due to a drop in gasoline prices. Prices for 
natural gas service declined by 24.9 percent, 
while electricity prices increased by 9.6 percent.

While energy dropped over the course of 
the year, it has ticked up recently. Energy prices 
saw a 1.3 percent increase in June, mainly due 
to higher gasoline prices. Electricity prices rose 
by 1.6 percent, and natural gas service prices 
advanced by 1.2 percent during the same 
month.

Over the year, the index for all items 
excluding food and energy increased by 4 
percent, with notable contributions from other 
goods and services and shelter. However, there 
was a decrease in prices for used cars and 
trucks.

The regional numbers are on par with 
national trends. Inflation was at its lowest point 
since early 2021 — 3 percent in June compared 
with a year earlier — thanks in part to easing 
prices for gasoline, airline fares, used cars and 
groceries. Nationwide, the 3 percent rate was 
down from 4 percent in May but still above the 
Federal Reserve’s target of 2 percent. 

Nationally, prices increased by 0.2 percent 
for the month of June. Housing was the largest 
contributor to the monthly all items increase, 
accounting for over 70 percent of the increase, 
with the index for motor vehicle insurance also 
contributing to cost increases. The food index 
increased 0.1 percent in June after increasing 
0.2 percent the previous month. The price for 
food at home was unchanged over the month 
while the price for food away from home rose 
0.4 percent in June. The energy costs rose 0.6 
percent in June.

While eating at home got more expensive 
(by 4.7 percent) annually, it was still cheaper 
than eating out where prices rose by 7.7 
percent. 

When eating at home, prices for cereals 
and bakery products rose 8.8 percent over 
the 12 months ending in June. Meats, poultry, 
fish, and eggs declined 0.2 percent over the 
year. The remaining major grocery store food 
groups posted increases ranging from 2.7 
percent (dairy and related products) to 7.6 
percent (nonalcoholic beverages).

Prices for full service meals eaten at a 
restaurant rose 6.2 percent over the last 12 
months, and prices for limited service meals 
rose 7.8 percent over the same period.

editor@smdp.com
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under shockingly inhumane conditions. 
Due to her work, people with mental 
illness were rescued from prisons and 
cared for in hospitals. 

But today that trend has been reversed. 
Once again, Americans with serious 
mental illness are being warehoused out 
of sight in our prisons. And many more are 
living unsheltered on our streets. A third 
of our homeless population today suffer 
from untreated severe mental illness, 
most commonly schizophrenia.

Schizophrenia is a brain disorder. It 
affects 1 out of every 100 human beings 
on Earth. Good parenting doesn’t 
prevent it, and bad parenting doesn’t 
cause it. It begins in adolescence or 
early adulthood, and without treatment 
it will be permanently disabling. It leaves 
the afflicted person living in a psychotic 
world, unable to tell reality from delusion. 

Lives are derailed. Suicide is common.
Treatment requires early intervention 

by a specialized team of clinicians who 
collaborate on patient care. Unfortunately 
these dedicated programs are rare. 
Despite mountains of evidence showing 

their effectiveness, insurers refuse to 
cover early intervention programs.

While hospital care can provide 
stabilization and enable the patient to use 
outpatient treatment, insurance coverage 
for inpatient treatment is rare.

California can rectify this situation by 
obtaining a waiver of the IMD exclusion. 
We need to restore hospital care to 
stabilize our patients and enable them 
to use outpatient treatment. We need to 
mandate early intervention programs and 
require insurance coverage for this vital 
treatment. 

These two interventions would do 
more than anything else to help our 
mentally ill homeless citizens. It is not 
a simple lack of housing that leaves so 
many homeless. Like Robbie, our patient 
who ate out of garbage cans, they are 
unable to use available housing due to 
their mental illness.

Alice Feller is a psychiatrist and writer based in 
Berkeley. Her work has appeared in the Journal of 
the American Psychoanalytic Association, East Bay 
Express, Laney Tower and the opinion pages of the San 
Francisco Chronicle and New York Times. This article 
was originally published by CalMatters.

HOMELESS
FROM PAGE 2

information,” OpenAI researchers said at the 
time. Other tech companies such as Google 
and Amazon also relied on the same data, 
which is no longer available in its original 
form.

But since then, OpenAI and other top 
AI developers have grown more secretive 
about their sources of data, even as they 
have ingested even larger troves of written 
works. Butterick said circumstantial evidence 
points to the use of so-called shadow libraries 
of pirated content that held the works of 
Silverman and other plaintiffs.

“It’s important for their models because 
books are the best source of long-form, 
well-edited, coherent writing,” he said. “You 

basically can’t have a high-quality language 
model unless you have books in your training 
data.”

It could be weeks or months before a 
formal response is due from OpenAI. But 
once the case proceeds, tech executives could 
have to testify, under oath, about what sources 
of books they downloaded.

“As far as we know, the other side hasn’t 
denied it,” said Joseph Saveri, another of 
Silverman’s lawyers. “They don’t have an 
alternative explanation for this.”

Saveri said authors aren’t necessarily 
asking tech companies to throw away their 
algorithms and training data and start over — 
though the U.S. Federal Trade Commission 
has set a precedent for forcing companies to 
destroy ill-gotten AI data. But some way of 
compensating writers is needed, he said.

AI
FROM PAGE 3



SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank 
cells using numbers 
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block. 
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to 
solve the puzzle.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Even though you are 
quick on your feet today, improvisation works best when 
it follows certain guidelines. Within those guidelines 
your spontaneous solutions will be brilliant, your whims 
inspired.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Everything glows around 
people who see you in the best light. Those who celebrate 
your accomplishments and highlight the sparkle of your 
personality are worth more than gold. If you don’t have 
them in your life, find them. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Communication is the 
answer. A misunderstanding will get further blown out of 
proportion unless you talk about it. You might not come 
to terms about the issue, but you’ll keep it from getting 
worse. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The easy life makes for 
weak people. You embrace challenge because you want to 
be the strong person who can help others. On busy days 
like today, it’s good to remind yourself that this work 
ultimately benefits you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). No one can bother you quite 
like family can. Close relationships come with a set of 
challenges including, but not limited to, competition and 
territorial issues. Don’t try to solve anything when feelings 
are heated. Back off and let it cool. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). To serve the big picture 
you’ll have to gloss over finer points. When you’re 
handling things in broad strokes, the pettiness ends. 
A million tiny details will be handled, and the small 
problems will seem to solve themselves. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Do what you want to do. 
You’ll never be more ready than you are right now. 
You have everything you need to get started. Trust in 
future you. That person will acquire the resources and 
knowledge to adventure on.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Don’t judge yourself 
or buy into anyone else’s assessment. Focus on where 
you want to go and whether your actions are taking you 
there. All the rest is noise. Tune it out. You’re a genius at 
focusing now. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your impulse to 
move is tempered by caution. He who hesitates may lose 
out, but that can be a good thing if what you’re losing out 
on is a gigantic hassle.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Complaining is a 
habit that robs people of happiness, though it’s also a 
habit that bonds people. To be bonded in negativity 
can be a powerful tie indeed, and it’s hard to break, but 
relationships become more fun once you do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You are witty and 
charming with the right words right at the tip of your 
tongue. Social life involves a giddy high. You cherish 
the ride all the more knowing that what goes up must 
eventually come down. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re creative and your 
complex mind can solve problems in ways others wouldn’t 
think to. You may be met with incomprehension, but 
don’t let it get to you. Keep working and eventually you’ll 
find a way to simplify and explain.

You will be called many things behind your back this year: “successful,” “big-hearted” and “cool” -- but when it gets back to you, the one that 
will make you the proudest is “kind.” It’s easy for you to look for opportunities to uplift, and you’ll start trends with this. You’ll be favored in an 
exchange of property. Also featured: a big contract and an oath. Leo and Virgo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 2, 28, 10, 6 and 30.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 13)

HOROSCOPES

PUZZLES
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Head for the hills

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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Westside
What’s Up

out and about in Santa Monica

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

THURSDAY | JULY 13 
SANTA MONICA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
The Library Board consists of five members 
appointed by the City Council for a four-year 
term. The Board meets on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month at 6:00 P.M. at the Main Library, 
Administrative Conference Room, 601 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Santa Monica. The public is 
welcome to attend. Current and past agendas 
and minutes are available on smpl.org.

FRIDAY | JULY 14
OPEN MIC MUSIC 
Open mic music every Friday at 7pm to 10pm. 
At Unurban coffeehouse 3301 pico Blvd Santa 
Monica ca. 90405. Open to all ages no alcohol, 
open to all. With a professional sound system 
and lighting system now. Just come in and play.
Tickets will for sale for the event until there is no 
more room. You get 2 songs or ten mins.

MOVIES IN THE PARK
Join organizers at Virginia Avenue Park (2200 
Virginia Ave.) for Movie Night! They will be 
playing Wakanda Forever. Mats & snacks will 
be provided for the first 150 guests. Feel free to 
bring your own snacks, drinks, blankets/chairs if 
you would like This event is in partnership with 
Providence Medical Group and free healthcare 
screenings will be available. Movie starts at 
7:30 p.m. Reserve free tickets online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/movies-in-the-park-
tickets-672732369627 

SATURDAY | JULY 15
PICKLE ME SILLY!!
Whether you like your pickles sweet or sour, 
this event is sure to be a big Dill. There will be a 
demonstration on making Full Sour Dills as well 
as materials on hand for all little hands to make 
a small jar of quick pickles.  Cool Cucumbers 
hang out in July.  Will you we dare make Pickle 
Pancakes? You can bet your gherkin that you 
will. Event can be found on our website at: 
https://santamonica.gov/events/pickle-me-silly 
Sponsored by City of Santa Monica Community 
Garden Program Ishihara Park Learning Garden, 
2909 Exposition Blvd, Santa Monica

CHECK OUT A HUMAN BOOK
Check out a human book for a one-on-one, 
30-minute conversation that challenges 
stereotypes and prejudices. Follow on Twitter @
SantaMonicaLibr for updates. 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. Pico Branch Amphitheater.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB
You too will be exclaiming “Terrific” when you 
join the “radiant” (yet “humble”) cast of Morgan-

Wixson Theatre’ Y.E.S. Youth Theatre for their 
summer play CHARLOTTE’S WEB! The Y.E.S. 
program’s young actors bring the beloved 
characters from this immortal children’s classic 
to life – from Wilbur, the irresistible young pig 
who desperately wants to avoid the butcher 
and Templeton, the gluttonous rat who can 
occasionally be talked into a good deed; to Fern, 
a girl who understands what animals say to each 
other and Charlotte, who proves to be “a true 
friend and a good writer.” https://www.morgan-
wixson.org/charlottesweb

SUNDAY | JULY 16
SHARK FEEDING
Feast on a little knowledge while our swell 
sharks, horn sharks, and round stingrays chow 
down. Come and watch the Aquarium staff feed 
these important keystone species and learn 
about the part sharks play in marine ecosystems, 
every Sunday at 1 pm and 3 pm.

MONDAY | JULY 17
SANTA MONICA ARTS COMMISSION
The Arts Commission of the City of Santa 
Monica exists to ensure a regular and ongoing 
assessment of arts programs in the City, develop 
arts programs of innovative form, recognize 
and encourage the arts as a service of local 
government and enrich the lives of all citizens 
by exposure to art in its various forms. Civic 
Center Parking Structure. 333 Civic Center Dr 
Santa Monica, CA

TUESDAY | JULY 18
DROP-IN EVENT: HANDS-ONLY CPR
The  Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health is coming once a month to provide 
drop-in hands-only CPR training. Come anytime 
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., it only takes about 10 
minutes to complete the training This training is:
- A life-saving skill that will help you feel more 
confident to respond in an emergency.
- CPR without mouth-to-mouth breaths
- Only to be used on teens or adults
- No documents are required from anyone who 
would like to be trained

AN EVENING WITH LISA SEE
Renowned author Lisa See speaks on her 
process and the research behind her new book 
Lady Tan’s Circle of Women, one of this year’s 
Santa Monica Reads selections. Ms. See will sign 
books after her talk, and copies will be on sale.
Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. 6 - 7 p.m.

Draw Date: 7/10
2  24  34  53  58
Power#: 13
Jackpot: 750 M

Draw Date: 7/11
10  17  33  51  64
Mega#: 5
Jackpot: 560 M

Draw Date: 7/8
1  25  44  45  46
Mega#: 20
Jackpot: 75 M

Draw Date: 7/11
10  15  19  22  26

Draw Date: 7/11
EVENING: 9  5  7

Draw Date: 7/11
MIDDAY: 9  2  1

Draw Date: 7/11
1st: 07 - Eureka
2nd: 12 - Lucky Charms
3rd: 03 - Hot Shot
Race Time: 1:45.12

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mis-
takes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery 
regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available 
at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER
Thursday: Patchy dense fog before 11am. Otherwise, cloudy through mid morning.
Thursday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, increasing clouds, with a low around 59.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 78. East southeast wind 5 to 15 mph.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.

2023/07/13 Thu  02:00 AM  -0.01  L
2023/07/13 Thu  08:35 AM  3.37  H
2023/07/13 Thu  12:35 PM   2.52  L
2023/07/13 Thu  7:08 PM   6.00  H
2023/07/14 Fri  02:45 AM  -0.38  L
2023/07/14 Fri  09:25 AM  3.55  H
2023/07/14 Fri  1:26 PM   2.66  L
2023/07/14 Fri  7:50 PM   6.11  H
2023/07/15 Sat  03:23 AM  -0.58  L
2023/07/15 Sat  10:04 AM  3.67  H
2023/07/15 Sat  2:11 PM   2.69  L
2023/07/15 Sat  8:29 PM   6.17  H
2023/07/16 Sun  03:58 AM  -0.65  L
2023/07/16 Sun  10:38 AM  3.73  H
2023/07/16 Sun  2:49 PM   2.65  L
2023/07/16 Sun  9:04 PM   6.19  H
2023/07/17 Mon  04:31 AM  -0.63  L
2023/07/17 Mon  11:08 AM   3.77  H

Date  Day  Time (LST/LDT)  Predicted (ft) High/Low

Small but rideable surf early nudges up a touch 
through the afternoon as S/SSE swell mix gets a 
light refresh. NW windswell could rebound some 
late.

A little slow through the AM high tide but there 
should be a few small/clean waves to track 
down. At this point looks small and holding from 
Thursday PM. Lightest wind of the day in the AM.

THURSDAY SURF:
POOR TO FAIR

1-2ft
Knee to thigh

FRIDAY SURF:
FAIR

2-3ft
Thigh to waist

SURF REPORT WATER TEMP: 68.5

ADVERTISE WITH US
TODAY!
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#1 IN TRANSFERS JUMPSTART YOUR CAREER

Classes start August 28
On-campus and online
smc.edu/fall

Secure 
Your Future 
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