
Artists say new laws
governing them ‘stinks’

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

VENICE BOARDWALK — A
recent experiment to manage free-
dom of expression while preserv-
ing other peoples’ rights has
become a touchy subject on this
world-famous stretch known for
its celebration of individualism.

Several artists, political
activists and general expression-
ists argue an updated Venice
Boardwalk ordinance, which went
into effect several months ago,
takes an unneeded step in regulat-
ing how the free spirits conduct
themselves in front of millions of
visitors who come to experience
the legendary spectacle of the one-
and-a-half mile strip. 

Meanwhile, officials who

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 2005 Volume 4, Issue 202

A newspaper with issues

FR
EE Santa Monica Daily Press

The North Dakota legislature voted in
April to ease licensing for carrying
concealed weapons by removing the
shooting test (to hit a miniature human
silhouette at 21 feet), but that was
over the objection of licensee Carey
McWilliams, 31, who told an
Associated Press reporter in March,
“You’ve got to have standards.”
McWilliams, who hit the target 10 out
of 10 in his most recent test, is legally
blind, able to distinguish only shades
of light (thus apparently giving new
meaning to “concealed weapon” when
he looks for his).

Today is the 169th day of 2005.
There are 196 days left in the year.

On June 18, 1815, Napoleon
Bonaparte met his Waterloo as British
and Prussian troops defeated the
French in Belgium.
In 1812, the United States declared
war against Britain. 
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SMALL BUSINESS STARTUP?
Let me help you succeed

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
(Top right) One of the many performers who sprinkle the bohemian boardwalk of Venice. Amir Edwards, aka ‘Sphere Roller,’ performs at Venice Beach. He has
been performing for the past  five years. (Bottom left) Freedom of speech and expression co-exists with performers and artists, who are now under heavy scruti-
ny by Los Angeles City Hall. A law passed last year requires all of them to apply for a permit in order for them ‘to do their thing’ on the Venice Boardwalk.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Russell Weller, the elderly man
who killed 10 and injured dozens
of people when he drove his car
through the Santa Monica
Farmers’ Market nearly two years
ago, may face a jury in the upcom-
ing months.

A possible trial date is expected

Trial date yet to
be set in farmers’
market case

BY BETH DUFF-BROWN AND
PAULINE ARRILLAGA 
Associated Press Writers 

ON THE U.S.-CANADA BORDER
— Nearly four years after the
Sept. 11 terror attacks and after
billions in security investment on
both sides of this frontier stretch-
ing from Atlantic to Pacific,
authorities and average folks are
still jittery. Here’s why: 

■ At the edge of a raspberry

field where Washington state
meets British Columbia, a U.S.
Border Patrol agent shakes his
head at tire tracks that snake
between rows of berries and over
the international boundary, which
here is a ditch so puny a person
can leap it. 

“They’re long gone,” says
agent Candido Villalobos, who
raced to the scene after a surveil-
lance camera spotted the vehicle
— transporting contraband?

Something more sinister? Too late
to know. “They beat us,”
Villalobos murmurs. 

■ At Sandwich, Ontario, across
the river from Detroit, the Olde
Town Bake Shoppe overlooks the
Ambassador Bridge, the busiest
trade crossing between the United
States and Canada. Thousands of
trucks rumble along its lanes
daily, loaded with everything from

Illegals elude authorities at border
(Editor’s note: This the final article in a three-part series this week that shows signs of vulnerability along

U.S. borders after the Sept. 11 attacks. An Associated Press’ probe follows border activity in three countries.
Today, a look at the lack of security surrounding the Canadian border.)

See TRIAL, page 5See BORDERS, page 18

Free speech along
Venice boardwalk
a work in progress

See VENICE, page 6



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Stay anchored and direct with your

dealings. Someone could easily test your temper
with what appears to be an idiotic action or state-
ment. Resolve to start a new beginning with a
family member or a property investment. Tonight:
Relax on the way home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ You might want to think before

you act on your frustration. Discussions could be
important to clearing the air. You will be able to
accomplish a lot more if you have a clear field.
Pace yourself. Tonight: Talk with a buddy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ A friend might push you too hard to

get something or to do something you have been
considering. Though this person means well, you
might find this too costly for your own good.
Make a decision to take control of your finances.
Tonight: Take care of yourself first.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You might want to sit down

before having a “hot” discussion with someone
who makes a big difference in your life. Perhaps
you need to make a resolution to change your
style or approach. Look at the big picture.
Tonight: Let your happiness come out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Know when to take your time and

not push. You might be mulling over an idea or
important change. You might want to rethink
information and seek out the facts on your own.
Ask important questions. Tonight: Get some extra
R and R.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ What someone says could trigger

some important thoughts. Consider the long-term
results when making a decision. New beginnings
become possible, if you so wish. You have con-
trol. Express your needs in a meeting. Tonight:
Where the gang is.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You find others to be irritating, if

not angry and aggressive. Don’t get caught up in
this behavior. Look at what must be accom-
plished and how you want to go about it. Your
decisions could be long-term. Tonight: A must
appearance.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You have the ability to take an

overview when others run around like chickens
with their heads cut off. Make it your policy to not
trigger and to get the full story, even if it means
doing your own research. Tonight: Decide to get
a different opinion.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Working with one partner or a

key associate makes you smile while others feel
frustrated. Take charge and follow through on
what will happen when you work together as a
team. Friends and meetings cheer you on.
Tonight: Dinner one-on-one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Others have strong opinions, and

you might not be able to get past what you con-
sider to be opinionated people. You could easily
lose patience. Instead, approach the situation
from a more stable perspective. Tonight: Let oth-
ers run with the ball.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Be imaginative when encounter-

ing an obstacle. Just jump over the issue instead
of getting drawn into a hassle or disagreement.
You might want to think in terms of success in
your daily life. You want to make yourself as
happy as possible. Tonight: Like the Energizer
Bunny, you go on and on.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Your imagination can help you

wade through any problem that arises. You might
want to approach an issue aggressively, but use
discretion financially and with risks. Remember,
there is always an alternative. Tonight: Let go of
stress. Enjoy yourself.

HOROSCOPE
Page 2 ❑ Wednesday, July 6, 2005 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

PUBLISHER

Ross Furukawa  . . . . . . . . .ross@smdp.com

EDITOR

Carolyn Sackariason  . . . .editor@smdp.com

STAFF WRITER

Ryan Hyatt  . . . . . . . . . . . .ryanh@smdp.com

SANTA MONICA PARENTING

Nina Furukawa  . . . . . . . . .nina@smdp.com

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER

Robbie P. Piubeni  . . . . . . . .rob@smdp.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fabian Lewkowicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Rob Schwenker  . . . .schwenker@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Stewart O’Dell . . . . . . .stewarto@smdp.com

TRAFFIC MANAGER

Connie Sommerville  . . .connies@smdp.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II . . . . . . .alex@smdp.com

PRODUCTION DESIGNER

Frantz Lovell  . . . . .dandemite@hotmail.com

NIGHT EDITOR

Michael Tittinger  . . .somechum@smdp.com

NIGHT EDITOR

Lori Luechtefeld . . . . . . . . . .lori@smdp.com

CLASSIFIEDS SALES MANAGER

Annie Kotok  . . . . . . . . . .anniek@smdp.com

CIRCULATION 

Keith Wyatt

CIRCULATION

Glenn Bolan

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Dave Danforth . . . . . . . . . .dave@smdp.com

MASCOT

Maya Furukawa  . . . . . . . .maya@smdp.com

Published Monday through Saturday
Phone: (310) 458-PRESS (7737) • Fax: (310) 576-9913

1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. #202 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • www.smdp.com

Santa Monica Daily Press

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Enjoy yourself tonight, Pisces

A U D I T  P E N D I N G

Santa Monica Daily Press

Walk Or Die!
People age 50 and over are invited to participate in a sensible

walking program for heart-health and fitness benefits... at no cost!

RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS & IMPROVE YOUR:

Walking Posture • Arm/Upper Body Position
Footfall • Training Regimen

Scheduled for Tuesday & Thursday 5PM; Sat & Sun 10AM. We will be
meeting at San Vicente Blvd. & Ocean Boulevard. (Palisades Park)

JUST SHOW UP OR CALL JERRY CONDON-WALKING COACH

FOR SANTA MONICA TRACK CLUB. (310) 451-4139

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
releasesreleases
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

64°

This past weekend, hundreds of cyclists took
to the road as part of an awareness effort. The
group that organizes the monthly rides,
“Critical Mass,” aims to get more people out of
their cars and onto other forms of transporta-
tion. They also want better planning for alter-
native transportation.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Does
Santa Monica have adequate streets and routes
for bicyclists? Do you feel safe riding your bike
here?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses in the weekend
edition. Please try to limit your comments to a
minute or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

The small amount of SW swell that’s in the
water today should pick up a bit and peak with
waist-high sets. Wind swell from the NW
should remain with knee- to waist-high ener-
gy for west facing breaks. Some significant
SW’er due around the 14th-15th.

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Sponsored by...

MONDAY 3:33 -0.6 2:15 2.7 10:19 3.5 8:34 6.1
TUESDAY 4:08 -0.7 2:53 2.7 10:55 3.6 9:09 6.1
WEDNESDAY 4:41 -0.7 3:28 2.6 11:27 3.6 9:43 6.0
THURSDAY 5:13 -0.6 4:04 2.6 11:58 3.6 10:17 5.9
FRIDAY 6:02 -0.5 4:57 2.2 12:48 3.2 11:09 5.4

The Galley
Rediscover service, rediscover the Galley!

EST. 1934

Now serving Lunch Saturday & Sunday
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Hand-crafted
food for real

people.

We accept all competitors' coupons!

For Fast Pickup Call:

(310) 828-3333

$500OFF
to LAX

To get free rides for seniors, go to www.passengerswanted.net

They think they are #1.
We think you are!

info@passengerswanted.net

Human Relations Council welcomes new leadership
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Bay Area’s own Human Relations Council has new leadership.
The Santa Monica Bay Area chapter of the Human Relations Council voted in its

new board of officers for the 2005-2006 year.
Incorporated in California in 2004, the council prides itself on active involve-

ment in social issues that affect the city. It acts as a liaison between governmental
organizations and community groups to improve race relations, community harmo-
ny and education. To do that, HRC will hold public forums and “town hall meet-
ings” to start discussing community concerns.

The new Human Relations Council board officers elected to serve 2005 through
2006 include: chair: Shiela Banani, of the Santa Monica Baha’i Assembly; vice-chair:
Laurie Newman (office of Sen. Sheila Kuehl); secretary: Iao Katagiri (Rand Corp.);
and treasurer: Nat Trives (community activist and former Santa Monica Mayor).

‘The Mystery of Picasso’ to screen at Mt. Olive Church
By Daily Press staff

As part of its long-running twice-monthly film series, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
will screen “The Mystery of Picasso,” Henri Georges Clouzot’s 1956 classic in
which the famed director joins his good friend Pablo Picasso to “capture the
moment and mystery of creativity” on film. 

The motion picture screen itself becomes the canvas. Picasso, hidden from view,
paints behind translucent paper panels while the camera captures reverse images of
his brushstrokes. In a single hour, the master creates, and sometimes obliterates, 20
works, ranging from black-and-white sketches to cinemascope color murals which
evolve in minutes through stop-motion animation.

The Mt. Olive Film series runs year-round on the second and fourth Saturdays of
each month. 

The event will take place on July 9 at the Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 1343
Ocean Park Blvd. A light supper will be served at 6 p.m. The film begins at 6:45
p.m. Admission is free. For more information, call the church at (310) 452-1116.

A Third Street Promenade tan
By Daily Press staff

Need a summer tan without having to do the maintenance?
Santa Monica’s Third Street Promenade will become a bronzing destination with

the Los Angeles launch of the Physicians Formula Bronzing Booth. Celebrity
makeup artist Matin, whose clients include Angelina Jolie, Katie Holmes, Jennifer
Lopez and Ashlee Simpson, and his bronzing crew will be on hand to provide a
quick and free bronzing application to all passing pedestrians. After the quick
bronzing experience, participants will be invited to send family and friends an e-
postcard in front of a faux tropical scene to show off their new “tan.”  

The event will occur on Friday, July 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Bryant Villa is this week’s mystery photo winner. Villa accurately
described that this photo was taken atop the police substation at the
Santa Monica Pier. Villa has won a 30th anniversary limited edition
DVD of Jaws, recently released by Universal Studios. Check
Monday’s edition for the next mystery photo.

WANT TO T ICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE?

CHECK OUT THE COMICS ON PAGE 20!
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Priorities on the right track
Editor:

Kudos to Santa Monicans for Sensible Priorities. It’s about time we see a group
of people in our community willing to step to the forefront and tackle the issues that
plague Santa Monica, like homelessness and traffic. In the past, many groups and
politicians have attempted to solve our homelessness and traffic problems but are
constantly more talk than action.

SMFSP seems different in that they are ready and willing to publicly tackle these
difficult issues.

The public forum mentioned in your article (SMDP, May 31, page 1) is just the
beginning and we need more forums designed to educate and unite our community.
I look forward to this first public forum and the exchange of ideas that will take
place. I encourage SMFSP to continue their efforts and to continue to listen to the
residents of Santa Monica, and work side by side with the Santa Monicans For
Renter’s Rights community and other groups, along with the business community
that keeps our economy running.

Guy Jordan
Santa Monica

Conduct at SMC graduation was immature
Editor:

Further to the letter from your regular correspondent Marilyn Brennan (SMDP,
June 29, page 4) regarding the appalling lack of courtesy shown by some of the fac-
ulty and students at Santa Monica College to their commencement speaker,
Governor Schwarzenegger, she should know that there is an enormous difference
between “a patriotic duty to protest” and an overt display of rudeness towards an
invited guest.

The faculty members who turned their backs on the speaker should have stayed
away, and so should those student brats who found it amusing to turn their backs to
him showing the message “We deserve better” printed on the back of their T-shirts.
True, they deserve better role models than they’re getting from immature faculty
members, but it was their speaker who deserved better manners on the part of his
hosts.

In a civilized society, there’s a difference between appropriate and inappropriate
behavior, and for adults to throw hissy fits, and sulk and shout because they don’t
agree with a guest’s beliefs is definitely not appropriate behavior. Too bad Ms.
Brennan was so overcome with prejudice toward this particular guest that she
missed this basic point.

Jill Renton
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Intelligent design’ is religion
masquerading as science

Eighty years after the famous Scopes
“Monkey” trial, the anti-evolution
forces have regrouped. Today, the battle
in school districts from Kansas to
Pennsylvania is over the teaching of
“intelligent design,” the view that life is
so complex it must be the product of a
“higher intelligence.” 

Advocates of “intelligent design” try
to portray themselves as a modern-day
Scopes, victims of a dogmatic pro-evo-
lution establishment that will not allow
their scientific view into the schools.
But the central issue is whether “intelli-
gent design” is, in fact, a genuine scien-
tific theory or merely a disguised form
of religious advocacy, creationism in
camouflage.

Proponents of “intelligent design”
aggressively market their viewpoint as
real science, insisting it is not religious-
ly based. Writes one leading advocate,
Michael Behe: “The conclusion of intel-
ligent design flows naturally from the
data itself — not from sacred books or
sectarian beliefs.”

Proponents of “intelligent design”
claim that Darwinian evolution is a fun-
damentally flawed theory — that there
are certain complex features of living
organisms evolution simply cannot
explain, but which can be explained as
the handiwork of an “intelligent design-
er.”

Their viewpoint is not religiously
based, they insist, because it does not
require that the “intelligent designer” be
God. “Design,” writes another leading
proponent, William Dembski, “requires
neither magic nor miracles nor a cre-
ator.”

Indeed, “design” apparently requires
surprisingly little of the “designer’s”
identity: “Inferences to design,” con-
tends Behe, “do not require that we have
a candidate for the role of designer.”
According to its advocates, the “design-
er” responsible for “intelligent design”
in biology could be any sort of “creative
intelligence” capable of engineering the
basic elements of life. Some have even
seriously nominated advanced space
aliens for the role.

Their premise seems to be that as
long as they don’t explicitly name the
“designer” — as long as they allow that
the “designer” could be a naturally
existing being, a being accessible to sci-
entific study — that this somehow saves
their viewpoint from the charge of being
inherently religious in character.

But does it?
Imagine we discovered an alien on

Mars with a penchant for bio-engineer-
ing. Could such a natural being fulfill
the requirements of an “intelligent
designer?”

It could not. Such a being would not
actually account for the complexity that
“design” proponents seek to explain.

Any natural being capable of “design-
ing” the complex features of earthly life
would, on their premises, require its
own “designer.” If “design” can be
inferred merely from observed complex-
ity, then our purported Martian “design-
er” would be just another complex being
in nature that supposedly cannot be
explained without positing another
“designer.” One does not explain com-
plexity by dreaming up a new complex-
ity as its cause.

By the very nature of its approach,
“intelligent design” cannot be satisfied
with a “designer” who is part of the nat-
ural world. Such a “designer” would not
answer the basic question its advocates
raise: it would not explain biological
complexity as such. The only “designer”
that would stop their quest for a
“design” explanation of complexity is a
“designer” about whom one cannot ask
any questions or who cannot be subject-
ed to any kind of scientific study — a
“designer” that “transcends” nature and
its laws — a “designer” not susceptible
of rational explanation. In short, a super-
natural “designer.”

Its advertising to the contrary
notwithstanding, “intelligent design” is
inherently a quest for the supernatural —
only one “candidate for the role of
designer” need apply. Dembski himself,
even while trying to deny this implica-
tion, concedes that “if there is design in
biology and cosmology, then that design
could not be the work of an evolved
intelligence.” It must, he admits, be that
of a “transcendent intelligence” to whom
he euphemistically refers as “the big G.”

The supposedly nonreligious theory
of “intelligent design” is nothing more
than a crusade to peddle religion by giv-
ing it the veneer of science — to pre-
tend, as one commentator put it, that
“faith in God is something that holds up
under the microscope.”

The insistence of “intelligent design”
advocates that they are “agnostic regard-
ing the source of design” is a bait-and-
switch. They dangle out the groundless
possibility of a “designer” who is sus-
ceptible of scientific study in order to
hide their real agenda of promoting faith
in the supernatural. Their scientifically
accessible “designer” is nothing more
than a gateway god, metaphysical mari-
juana intended to draw students away
from natural, scientific explanations and
get them hooked on the supernatural.

No matter how fervently its salesmen
wish “intelligent design” to be viewed
as cutting-edge science, there is no dis-
guising its true character. It is nothing
more than a religiously motivated attack
on science, and should be rejected as
such.

(Keith Lockitch is a Ph.D. in physics
and a junior fellow at the Ayn Rand
Institute in Irvine. The institute pro-
motes objectivism, the philosophy of Ayn
Rand, author of “Atlas Shrugged” and
“The Fountainhead.”)

The bait and switch
of ‘intelligent design’

creationism

GUEST COMMENTARY   BY KEITH LOCKITCH

Tell Santa Monica what you think!Tell Santa Monica what you think!
...write a letter to the editor...write a letter to the editor

Email to: editor@smdp.com Email to: editor@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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“Back Pain: New Hope For
Disc Herniation Sufferers”

Santa Monica – A new free report has recently been released that reveals an amazing new medical breakthrough tech-
nology that is proven 91% successful treating debilitating back pain. Even with herniated discs, degenerative join disease,
sciatica and stenosis. Find out how this technology has lead to the most promising back pain treatment today. It is called
LORDEX Decompression Therapy. (LDT) For your free report including information, and educational DVD, call 1-888-
826-0637 and listen to the toll-free 24HR. recorded message for all the details. Supplies are limited - call now.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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1908 Frank St. Santa Monica
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CREATE A BETTER YOU
What do you have to lose?

Weight? Bad Habit? Anxiety? Fear? Phobia? Low Confidence?
Chronic Pain? Stress?  Insomnia? Procrastination? ___________________?

John McGrail, Certified Hypnotherapist

Helping you create a better you. (310) 235-2883
•Mention this ad and receive a $50 discount on your first session. www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

Santa Monica Recycling Center   2411 Delaware Ave./Cloverfield & Michigan
Directions: Turn East on Michigan off of Cloverfield, First Street is 24th. Right on 24th St. to Delaware

Santa Monica 310/453-9677

Prices good with this coupon only

Recycle for CASH
CRV Aluminum Cans $1.45/LB.
(Over 100LBS) $1.50/LB.
CRV Glass Containers $.09/LB.
(Over 200LBS) $.095/LB.
CRV PET Containers $.75/LB.
(Over 50LBS) $.80/LB.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM
Saturday: 8AM-2PM

Prices include CA Redemption Value
Scrap price subject to change

*Prices good with coupon only

DEVON MEYERS
PHOTOGRAPHY

Award winning photojournalist.
Specializing in:

Weddings, Family Portraits
and headshots.

Special $75
headshot session available.

(310) 454-7449. email me:
devoart@netzero.com

GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!

to be decided upon when lawyers from
both sides meet on July 18, just two days
after the two-year anniversary of one of
the city’s biggest tragedies. 

“We’ll be ready whenever the court
sets a date,” said Mark Overland, one of
Weller’s defense attorneys. He added that
some additional work still needs to be
done before going to trial.

However, the trial could be delayed
even longer since lead prosecutor Ann
Ambrose is expected to take maternity
leave, which would then require a new
attorney to familiarize himself or herself
with an already complicated and involved
case.

Weller, 88, faces 10 counts of vehicu-
lar manslaughter with gross negligence,
which were filed by the Los Angeles
District Attorney’s Office several months
after the July 16, 2003 crash. If convicted
on all counts, Weller’s sentence could
range from probation to 18 years in
prison, according to the DA’s office.
Weller has pleaded not guilty to the
charges.

Federal safety investigators ruled last
year that Weller mistakenly stepped on
the gas rather than the brake as he drove
west on Arizona Avenue. Investigators
ruled out mechanical failure, weather,

alcohol or drugs, and fatigue.
Weller traveled 995 feet through the

market at speeds of up to 60 mph, avoid-
ing parked cars but hurling pedestrians
into the air before stopping, a 900-page
California Highway Patrol report said.
The 10 people killed ranged in age from 7
months to 78 years old.

Days after the crash, Weller issued a
statement saying he was distraught and
heartbroken. His attorney called it an
accident. Since then, Weller has remained
secluded in his Santa Monica home, and
is reportedly in ill health.

Meanwhile, 63 civil lawsuits have
been filed against the city of Santa
Monica and the Bayside District Corp.,
which oversees the market, said Jeanette
Schachtner, chief deputy city attorney.
Those civil proceedings are on hold until
the criminal trial is complete. There also
are dozens of civil lawsuits filed against
Weller, as well as the Los Angeles
County’s agricultural commissioner and
the state of California. 

Attorneys representing the plaintiffs
argue the city should have had protective
barriers at both ends of the market. The
City Attorney’s Office argues that Santa
Monica officials maintain that it was a
tragic accident that couldn’t have been
foreseen. Police vehicles are now parked
at both ends of the market.

Civil lawsuits against
City Hall in farmers’
market crash on hold
TRIAL, from page 1
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helped craft the new rules contend that
conditions for residents have improved as
a result of the changes, while acknowl-
edging that they are far from perfect.

For decades, the Venice Boardwalk has
been a free-for-all for those who regularly
use it to express themselves. But as the
area has transformed into more of a flea
market setting, Los Angeles City Hall put
a clamp down on people who use the
boardwalk as their storefronts. Now, ven-
dors and artists who sell their wares are
subject to routine patrols, checking to
make sure they have a permit and are not
using illegal structures like canopies or
tents. Expressionists also are subject to a
weekly lottery, when they may or may not
be selected for a predetermined space on
the boardwalk.

Those involved say a question of liber-
ty is at stake in which several groups have
a claim in the outcome.

Bill Tompkins, a painter, is one of a
dozen boardwalk contributors who said
they are dismayed by the new rules.

“It has killed the spirit of freedom to
display the creativity of those that gather
to make the atmosphere of the Venice
Beach experience,” Tompkins said. “We
shouldn’t be managing the artists, we
should be managing the drunks and doping
bums that are really causing the problems.

“In short, it really stinks.”

EVOLUTION OF AN ARTIST/FREE-
ENTERPRISE ZONE

The east side of the Venice Boardwalk
is allotted for commercial vending, much
of which consists of restaurants, bars and
shops that offer up a medley of fares and
wares ranging from low-priced cuisine, to
CDs, lingerie, sunglasses and T-shirts. 

The west side of the Venice Boardwalk
is known as the free speech area. Unlike
the east side, it was not intended for com-
mercialization. For decades, that meant
the only vaguely enforceable rule was the
need for west side expressionists to have
an intrinsic artistic, philosophical or spiri-
tual message tied to the “exhibit.”
Expressionists would often arrive early to
stake out the parcel where they presented
their work to the masses. It was a system
of “every man for himself,” and it
worked, or at least it worked out, accord-
ing to long-time participants.

William Yaeger, a Green Party mem-
ber who for years has been distributing
political literature on the west side of the
Boardwalk, said the old way had its obsta-
cles, but was the best method yet devised.

“There were disputes over space,

sometimes the cops had to be called,”
Yaeger said. “There was definitely a need
for some sort of regulation, but nothing
like we have now.”

In more recent years, merchants dis-
covered they could set up shop on the
west side of the boardwalk merely by
slapping a religious symbol onto the
wares they hawked. Artists say merchants
have since started to take advantage of the
boardwalk’s spirit, selling less art and
more junk.

“It used to mean something to say you
are an artist selling your work on the
boardwalk,” Tompkins said. “Not any-
more.” 

Tompkins, who lives in Torrance and
makes his living solely off the art he sells,
has a myriad of work which includes folk,
landscape, nude and religious art. One of
his pictures is of superheroes such as
Batman, Spiderman and the Hulk,
hunched over at a bar. The costumes are
worn and dirty, some are smoking ciga-
rettes and all of them have beer guts.
Another picture is of Jesus Christ, paying
a coin to a clerk, with Judas eyeing him

suspiciously from behind. It is an aston-
ishingly realistic picture Tompkins said
was inspired by a movie.   

Strolling the boardwalk on a Sunday
afternoon, a quick visual survey showed
the majority of boardwalk artisans today
are selling beaded necklaces, stenciled
pictures and photographs, and clothing.
They are wares that, if not hand-made, at
least have some sort of intrinsic artistic,
philosophical or spiritual message embed-
ded into them — depending on who you
talk to.

“It’s a fine line trying to decide what’s
art and what’s not,” said Valerie Punzal, a
recreation and parks supervisor who helps
oversee the boardwalk for the city of Los
Angeles. “That’s why we say if there is a
message tied to it, they can sell it.”

During the term of former
Councilwoman Cindy Miscikowski,
whose 11th District seat jurisdiction
includes Venice, an increase in residential
complaints prompted her and other city
officials to re-evaluate the rules of the
boardwalk.

For more than a year, city officials, resi-

dent groups and artists batted around ideas
for new rules. The Los Angeles City Council
approved the new ordinance last October.

Before the law took hold, expressionists,
who mostly were artists and vendors, were
arriving as early as 3 a.m. to guarantee their
spot. Residents, trying to sleep in on a
Saturday or Sunday morning, were waking
up to the sound of bickering. Police were
called out, draining regular patrol resources,
in order to meddle in disputes which might
have been avoided if a system were in place
that addressed the issues that were being
argued over, officials said.

RISE OF THE NEW RULES
“The ordinance change was intended to

regulate the time, place and manner indi-
viduals operate on the boardwalk,” said
Sandy Kievman, former field deputy for
Councilwoman Miscikowski.

Kievman said Los Angeles Police
Department personnel, residents and busi-
ness owners were trying to solve prob-
lems related to excessive fighting, noise

Venice boardwalk vendors hawk wares, offer services
VENICE, from page 1

Walking to the nearest newsstand increases circulation.
Santa Monica Daily Press

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
A visitor to the Venice Boardwalk stops to learn about his future from one of the many psychics stationed there.

See VENICE, page 7



and commercial vending abuses occurring
on the boardwalk. They designed a plan,
which called for greater regulation of the
boardwalk.

The new system, administered by the
recreation and parks department, requires
all expressionists who wish to exhibit to
apply for a permit, which costs $25 and is
good for life. By applying, permit holders
agree to abide by the new rules of the
boardwalk. With permit in hand, a person
goes to 1800 Ocean Front Walk on
Tuesday the week he or she wishes to dis-
play on the boardwalk, in order to take
part in a lottery by which that permit hold-
er may then be allotted space. 

The lottery for those who wish to
exhibit during Monday through Friday is
held at 8:30 a.m., followed by the week-
end lottery, which is held at 9:30 a.m.

Those who exhibit or take part in the
lottery without a permit — or violate any
of the rules — are considered to be in vio-
lation of the ordinance. They qualify for
up to three warnings, administered by
recreation and parks monitors, who walk
the boardwalk to ensure people are in
compliance. Each of the warnings may be
appealed, but the third citation means the
permit is revoked and the person is
banned from applying for a permit for life.

So far, there have been approximately
70 citations issued, according to the recre-
ation and parks department. Few licenses
have been revoked.

Lydia Ritzman, a recreation and parks
manager for the city of Los Angeles, said

the appeals process has been put in place
so violators have many opportunities to
conform to the new rules.

“Revoking the permit is the last thing
we will do, hoping that by receiving these
citations people will correct themselves
and agree to the terms when they signed
the piece of paper (for the permit),”
Ritzman said.

Having a permit, however, will not
guarantee a win in the lottery for a board-
walk space.

Performers are allocated a space on the
boardwalk that measures 10 by 20 feet, and
there is usually a surplus of performance
space available after the lottery is held.
Artists-vendors, on the other hand, are cur-
rently allocated smaller sections, 10 by 8
feet. In order to display as much of their
work as possible, they frequently use the
back of pick-up trucks parked at a nearby
beach parking lot or set up large tents on
the boardwalk, which is not allowed. 

There are sometimes 30 to 40 artist-
vendors who are not able to exhibit
because there aren’t enough permitted
spaces available for them in the lottery.

Recreation and parks officials said they
will be re-evaluating the number and size
of permitted performance space they dole
out, in order to accommodate the higher
demand of artist-vendors.

Gita Isagholian, deputy city attorney
for Los Angeles and a neighborhood pros-
ecutor for the westside, said her office
looked at several cities when crafting the
updated rules, including Santa Monica.

In Santa Monica, permitted performers
on the Third Street Promenade are rotated

every two hours, a policy which Isagholian
said her office may soon explore to see if it
might be appropriate for the boardwalk,
since it seems to give everyone a chance to
have preferred spaces and may please east
side businesses.

Stephen Bradford, the venue manager
who oversees the rotation for the Third Street
Promenade and Santa Monica Pier, said the
local system has been instrumental for City
Hall to deal with disputes over space.

“In my opinion, rotation is the key to
making it work,” Bradford said.
“Performers and musicians will all get a
chance at prime spots, and business own-
ers will only have to tolerate some indi-
viduals for a short period of time.”

This year, a total of 900 permits are
expected to be issued in Santa Monica, on
track with last year.

Venice artists said such a system would
never work on the boardwalk. Many who

are artists, not performers, want the same
space in order to drum up repeated busi-
ness among patrons.

“I have people who come here, know-
ing this is where I will be,” Tompkins
said, who prefers to be in front of the
Waterfront bar.

A WORK IN PROGRESS
Capt. John Incontro, who works in the

Los Angeles Police Department’s Pacific
Division, said the new rules have reduced
the number of complaints from residents
and business owners while freeing up his
officers to tackle more crime in Venice,
since they are no longer required to man-
age boardwalk space.

Incontro noted the new rules have been
updated several times since they went into
effect and the process would likely be
needed again to ensure the rights of those
involved. 

“It’s a work in progress,” Incontro said.
Meanwhile, some recreation and parks

employees charged with enforcing the
new rules said it continues to be a daunt-
ing task. Punzal said many monitors are
college students who don’t know what
they are getting into when they sign on for
the job.

“It’s one thing to walk up and down the
boardwalk all day, it’s another thing when
you try to enforce some of these rules,”
Punzal said.

Punzal said her monitors are frequently
insulted and harassed by expressionists
when they attempt to enforce rules.
Unlike the expressionists, the monitors
are required to keep a professional
demeanor, often under trying circum-
stances.

She said one new hire in particular
seems to have been traumatized by a
recent boardwalk encounter.

“I think I’m going to recommend to the
city counseling for her,” Punzal said.

Nonetheless, Punzal noted the new
rules have been effective in reducing
some resident and business concerns.

“There has definitely been no serious
talk about repealing the new rules,”
Punzal said. “It is definitely a program
that intends to be continued.”

City Councilman Bill Rosendahl, who
was recently elected to the 11th District,
may have another say in the matter.

“I want to reach out to the other side of
the boardwalk and listen to what the
artists have to say,” Rosendahl said. “I
feel we can modify things so that all sides
are comfortable.”
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Venice still embraces expressionist mentality

VENICE, from page 6

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Arhata Osho, AKA ‘Erik Olson,’ also known as the ‘The Sign Guy’ has been showing his message boards in Venice for the past 11 years. He has
not missed a day in more than 800 days, except for a few rain days. Olson used to work on Wall Street as a financial account executive. New rules
passed by Los Angeles City Hall make it so expressionists must conform to rules and apply for a permit to operate on the Venice Boardwalk. 

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

FULL MENU featuring Britannia’s very popular fish & chips and all other british
favorites. Breakfast served all day. If you are counting calories, we have great salads too.

Full Bar. Heated Patio. Lunch Delivery Available.
Opening Hours 11AM Monday-Friday, 9:30AM Saturday-Sunday

MONDAY NIGHT
PRE-FOOTBALL SPECIAL!

7-10PM $11 PITCHERS OF HEINEKEN

& 1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS

KARAOKE!
TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY

NO COVER-10PM

AFTER BEACH PARTY
W/DJ DANNY EVERY SUNDAY AFTER 5PM

WED NIGHT PUB QUIZ TEAM TRIVIA
JULY 6TH NEXT TO ZERO
NO COVER  – UN-PLUGGED  – 10PM

Take a different kind of city tour. . . 
 
 

Whole Lotta Projects 
Goin’ On: Part VII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take the seventh annual tour of city improvement 
projects with Craig Perkins, director of Environmental & 
Public Works Management.  We’ll tour the city by Big 
Blue Bus and return to the Ken Edwards Center by noon.  
Tour is FREE.  Registration is a must. 
 
 

Call now to register 310/458-8301 or register on-line at 
http://www.santa-monica.org/ 

communication/cityforms/leadership_series.htm 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  

Saturday, July 9, 2005 
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
Ken Edwards Center 

1527 4th Street 
Bus leaves promptly at 9:30 a.m. 

                                                                                            
Santa Monica’s 2005 Leadership Series courses 
are offered throughout the year and covering a 
wide variety of city government-related topics to 
inform and engage Santa Monicans. Join us! 

Not proud to be an American
By The Associated Press

MURRIETA — An anti-war protester got a hostile reception when he set an
American flag ablaze during a city birthday event. 

Angry bystanders confronted Lee Henry Vollick, 19, when he set fire to the flag
in the middle of Saturday night’s concert at the California Oaks Sports Park, police
Sgt. Dennis Vrooman said. A half-dozen concertgoers surrounded Vollick, who was
punched in the face. 

“He’s just a college student being crazy,” the protester’s mother Barbara Vollick
said, explaining her son was trying to make a statement against the war in Iraq, not
against the United States. “He’s very angry that our young men are dying.” 

Vollick, a former Mount San Jacinto College student, “was basically a one-man
demonstration” trying to get others to join in, Vrooman said. 

A Police Department news release said an officer approached Vollick because
the fire posed a hazard to the crowd. Vollick resisted and tried to break away, but
several bystanders — including two off-duty police officers — subdued Vollick. 

The protester was booked for investigation of resisting a police officer, disturb-
ing a public assembly and inciting a riot. Vollick spent the night in jail and was
released at about 10 a.m. Sunday, his mother said. 

Citizens asked to buck up for public space
By The Associated Press

SANTA CLARITA — The city wants to create a special district to buy parkland. 
Property owners would pay $25 a year under the city’s proposal designed to pre-

serve open space as well as build parks and trails. Mail-in ballots will likely be sent
to property owners in late September, city spokeswoman Gail Ortiz said. 

The measure will require majority approval. 
“You’re never going to be able to get back the open space once you lose it,”

Councilman Frank Ferry said. 
Santa Clarita has set a goal of providing five acres of active parkland per 1,000

residents, Ortiz said. Since incorporating in 1987, the city has added 2,000 acres of
trails, open space and new parks, including the city Sports Complex, the year-old
Aquatic Center and Central Park. 

“With all these new homes being built, we want to buy land so it’s preserved
before it all becomes houses,” Ortiz said. “It’s a way for us to have a seat at the table
as a property owner with the opportunity to purchase land to preserve in perpetuity.” 

Seniors to weigh in on belly dancers
By The Associated Press

LA VERNE — The Grapevine Restaurant got city approval for belly dancer per-
formances on its patio, but the owners have only three months to win the hearts of
elderly neighbors in two mobile home parks. 

“I don’t know anything about belly dancing. It sounds sort of bad. Maybe it isn’t.
I don’t know. I would prefer that it not be there.” said Helen Thompson, 84, who
also complained the restaurant’s beef kebobs were too tough for her to chew. 

Dozens of seniors from La Verne Mobile Country Club and Fountains Mobile
Home Park showed up at a recent City Council meeting to hear Grapevine
Restaurant’s belly dancing plans. The council gave the restaurant a three-month trial
for the belly dancers. 

At least five midriff-baring dancers will play castanets and move to prerecorded
music until 9:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays in front of the restaurant’s outdoor
waterfall, Grapevine account manager Jessica Gonzalez said. 

After three months, the city will consider complaints and disturbances and decide
whether to allow the belly dancing to continue, Councilman Steven F. Johnson said. 

While some seniors near Grapevine are in fear of sleepless nights, other mobile
home park residents are looking forward to the restaurant’s entertainment plans. 

“I’d like to go see the belly dancers, actually. It will be fun,” said Evelyn
Gonnella, 70, adding she plans to take some of her neighbors to the restaurant. 

Urban sprawl a mapmaker’s job security
By The Associated Press

RIVERSIDE — Explosive growth in Riverside and San Bernardino counties is keep-
ing mapmakers busy with the addition of more than 2,700 new streets in recent years. 

Twenty-seven inland communities have grown at a double-digit pace during the
past five years, with Murrieta nearly doubling its population during that period, state
Department of Finance figures show. 

“We are putting in more time in making maps for the two counties,” Rand
McNally vice president Nancy Yoho said. Rand McNally, publishers of Thomas
Bros. map books, has added an average of 2,000 streets per year in Riverside
County and up to 800 per year in San Bernardino County, Yoho said. 

It can be a struggle for homeowners trying to get pizza deliveries or emergency
services. 

“That’s been a major hassle. You definitely can’t order out unless they are call-
ing you every two or three blocks for directions. Even the gas man got lost,” said
Orangecrest homeowner Mark Kepler. 

Neighbor Charles Monroe called police last week to report a swarm of bees in his
back yard and a county crew dispatched to take care of the pests had trouble find-
ing the new house. 

“I had to talk them in,” said Monroe, 52, describing how the crew trying to locate
the home called him by cellular telephone for help.

STATE BRIEFS
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BY BEN FELLER 
AP Education Writer 

LOS ANGELES — Teachers are expected
to bear long days, challenging students and
demanding parents. Now, apparently, some
teachers are baring too much of themselves. 

School boards and superintendents
increasingly are pursuing dress codes for
teachers. At issue is the same kind of
questionable attire most often associated
with students. 

In some districts, teachers can get
dressed down for wearing skimpy tops,
short skirts, flip flops, jeans, T-shirts,
spandex or baseball caps. Spaghetti is fine
in the cafeteria, but shirts supported by
spaghetti straps are not welcome in the
classroom. 

District 11 in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
for example, prohibits sexually provocative
items. That includes clothing that exposes
“cleavage, private parts, the midriff or
undergarments,” district rules say. 

In Georgia’s Miller County, skirts must
reach the knee. Elsewhere in the state, hair
curlers are disallowed in Harris County
and male teachers in Talbot County must
wear ties two or three times a week. 

"There’s an impression that teachers
are dressing more and more — well, the
good term for it would be ‘relaxed,"’ said
Bill Scharffe, director of bylaws and poli-
cy services for the Michigan Association
of School Boards. “Another term for it
would be ‘sloppy."’ 

Regulating dress is touchy, teachers
say. 

Teachers may view policies that get
too specific as restrictive and demeaning.
And what to do about broad policies that
are enforced inconsistently? What works
for a physics teacher may not fit a kinder-
garten teacher who sits with students on
the floor. 

“Because we work with children, and
we’re trying to relate to them, sometimes
we need to have guidelines that say, ‘You
know folks, here’s the line, and you real-
ly need to stay on this side of it,"’ said
Karen Moxley of Grapevine, Texas, who
teaches gifted seventh-graders. 

But, she added, “I don’t know that it
needs to go down to what style of outfit
you wear.” 

Moxley spoke during a group inter-
view with The Associated Press at the
annual meeting of the National Education
Association, which got under way over
the weekend. 

School administrators say inappropri-
ate dress is most often an issue with
younger teachers, whose trendy clothing
and casual style can make it hard to dis-
tinguish them from their students. 

Mark Berntson, who teaches high
school band in West Fargo, N.D., wears a
tie each day. It’s a tradition he began
years ago to stand out from his students.

He does not wear blue jeans to class often,
saving them for occasions such as the first
day of baseball season. 

“I don’t think I’m taken as seriously if
I’m dressed down and I don’t think I take
my job as seriously if I’m dressed down,”
he said. “When I dress more professional-
ly, I think I teach better, I think I’m
received better, and I think I show more
respect for my profession.” 

Schools usually have exceptions, such
as allowing gym teachers to wear shorts.
But sometimes the trouble is in finding
the line — literally. 

At the Tangipahoa Parish School
System in southeastern Louisiana, the
dress code was recently updated to let
women wear crop pants that stretch
almost to the ankle. But the school board
still does not allow Capri pants because
those stop only around the midcalf. 

In Houston, the Aldine Independent
School District’s policy is cut-and-dried:
Male teachers must ensure their hair does
not go below the collar. Their sideburns
cannot extend beyond the earlobe.
Mustaches may not be of the “Fu Man
Chu” variety. 

This year in Alabama, Birmingham
school superintendent Wayne Shiver Jr.
tried to ban excessively tight clothing,
see-through tops, blouses with revealing
necklines and other no-nos. 

But city school board members have
directed him to scale back his plan in
favor of a more generic policy. They do
not want their administrators to become
the fashion police. 

“What’s too short? What’s too long?
What’s too provocative? What’s too reveal-
ing?” said Jacqueline Oglesby, a represen-
tative for the Alabama Education
Association, which worries about unfair
enforcement of a dress code. “Everyone has
their own definition. And besides, this is
supposed to be about the education of chil-
dren, not tattoos or holes in your tongue.” 

On the Hawaiian island of Oahu, where
Aaron Paragoso teaches music, neat and
casual clothes are the norm. He wears a tie
when sixth-graders graduate from his
school, telling them: “I’m congratulating
you by dressing up in this manner. It
shows that I’m very proud of you.” 

Teachers set the example, said
Scharffe, the Michigan official and for-
mer director of school personnel. That is
why he once sent home a teacher whose
belt buckle featured a marijuana leaf. 

Schools must balance their right to
enforce reasonable rules against the free-
dom of expression that employees have
under the First Amendment, said Lisa
Soronen, staff lawyer for the National
School Boards Association. School
lawyers often determine a dress code
“might be a nice idea, but it might not be
worth the time and headaches to go
through with it and do it.” 
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Upcoming
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Teacher attire becoming a
touchy topic at schools
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BY BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press Writer 

EL DORADO HILLS — A huge cloud of construction
dust blowing across the field where his son played Little
League signaled to Lance McMahan it was time to get
out of this fast-growing suburb above Sacramento. 

Watching from a lawn chair as bulldozers reshaped a
nearby hillside into another setting for high-priced
homes, McMahan knew that the ground getting torn up
and carried by the wind over the baseball diamond con-
tained natural veins of asbestos. 

“That was like the last straw.” said McMahan, recall-
ing the day six years ago when he decided his family’s
health was more important than staying in their foothills
home of five years. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently
confirmed the fears of McMahan and many other people
in El Dorado Hills, but also created a dust-up over prop-
erty values and the pace of development in this wealthy
community of 31,000 residents, where the median home
price in May was $566,000. 

In tests completed last October, the agency found ele-
vated levels of a naturally occurring but particularly dan-
gerous type of asbestos fiber at playing fields, a popular
bike trail and a playground for toddlers. But the agency
hasn’t been able to quantify the risk to residents. 

"It’s bad, we just don’t know how bad,” said Jere
Johnson, EPA’s assessment manager for the site. 

While the findings have led some to consider leaving,
most folks are staying put for now. Some are angry at
EPA for singling out their community without explaining
the chances of getting cancer from inhaling invisible air-
borne asbestos fibers, which has led to finger-pointing
and charges of fear-mongering. 

“We’re not concerned about it,” said Tom Ellenburg,
who lives in a neighborhood near where the testing was
done. “We don’t sit around and breathe asbestos dust.
We could go out in the street and dig around in it and
sniff it up, but we don’t do that.” 

Danger from asbestos has lurked over communities
worldwide for generations, largely as a byproduct of
mining or industry. It was once widely used in many
household products, including home insulation. 

If inhaled, the needle-like asbestos fibers can cause
life-threatening asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothe-
lioma, an incurable cancer of the chest lining. 

Asbestos is found in 44 of California’s 58 counties,
usually in serpentine, the state rock. In its natural form
it’s considered harmless unless disturbed. 

But the situation in El Dorado Hills is considered a
greater threat by EPA because a more toxic form of
asbestos, tremolite, is present and can be found close to
the surface or even exposed. 

Because it can take 20 to 40 years to develop an
asbestos-related ailment, children are at a higher risk of
exposure during their lifetime. In El Dorado Hills, a com-
munity planned a little more than a quarter century ago,
that fact has been greeted with gallows humor. 

Middle-aged residents joke that they needn’t worry:
they’ll be dead before any disease is detected. Even their
children have displayed a macabre outlook. 

Some seniors sported T-shirts last year bearing the
slogan, “I survived Oak Ridge High School asbestos,” on
the front. The back read, “Or did I?” 

Terry Trent, a construction consultant who was the
first to draw widespread attention to the problem, offers
informal asbestos tours, getting wary looks from home-

owners as he combs back tall grass looking for the cul-
prit in the eroded embankments beyond their driveways. 

“You can see how flaky this is,” he said as a piece of
the silvery white fiber corroded in his hand. “This whole
hillside is shot through with tremolite.” 

The hill is above the high school and adjacent to the
community center. 

The EPA’s Superfund unit, charged with cleaning up
life-threatening hazardous waste, performed the testing
after spending $1.2 million to clean up asbestos on the
grounds of Oak Ridge High School. 

In October, contractors in white suits and respirators
spent a week simulating child’s play to measure expo-
sure. In the name of science, they slid into the bases on
the ball field, pedaled and jogged along a popular trail,
played basketball and soccer and gardened behind an ele-
mentary school. 

Compared to areas where no activity took place,
cyclists created enough dust to be exposed to up to 43
times more asbestos; baseball stirred up as much as 22
times more asbestos; and soccer kicked up 16 times more
asbestos. 

While the EPA is confident about its findings, it’s
working on a way to explain the significance of the num-
bers. 

Dr. Bruce Case an epidemiology, pathology and occu-
pational health professor at McGill University in
Montreal who has studied asbestos for 25 years, said the
huge exposure levels during exercise are enough to trig-
ger serious concern. 

Levels of tremolite measured by the EPA without any
activity were similar to those found in the air of active
mining towns in Quebec where blasting went on for a
century, Case said. 

“Anybody who’s not worried about it is in complete
denial. You can certainly say people are going to die and
there are going to be increased cases of cancer,” Case
said. “I wouldn’t live there, I wouldn’t want my family to
live there.” 

Before the EPA even released its findings publicly,
Jon Morgan, the county’s top environmental officer,
issued a press release warning residents that the sloppy
report “may unnecessarily scare the daylights out of
every man, woman and child in El Dorado County.” 

The EPA fired back, saying Morgan’s claims were
false, irresponsible and he lacked an understanding of the
problem. 

Morgan went on a local cable television station to fur-
ther shoot down the results before they were released.
Michael Dennis, owner of Foothills 7 Television, said he
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ENJOY FEDERAL 
TAX-FREE INCOME.
Call today for a free copy of 
The Complete Guide to Tax-Free Municipal Bonds.
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Brian Hepp, AAMS
Financial Consultant
2425 Olympic Blvd., Suite 130-E
Santa Monica, CA 90404
(310) 453-0077
brian.hepp@agedwards.com

2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC

The  Law  Offices  of Clifford  C.  Nichols

A Law  Firm  Dedicated To  Defending
Those  Charged  With  crimes

All Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the
Searise Tower at 233 Wilshire

Boulevard, Suite 400, Santa Monica
California-Directly Across from The

Promenade

For  An  Appointment  Call: (310)  917-1083

In The Case Of An Emergency, To Speak

With An Attorney Immediately Call Our 24

Hour Hotline: (310) 909-9024

www.cliffnichols.com

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Anger and fear over asbestos
festers in wealthy suburb

See ASBESTOS, page 11

Danger from asbestos has
lurked over communities

worldwide for generations, largely
as a byproduct of mining or

industry. It was once widely used
in many household products,

including home insulation. 
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Earn up to $660.00 per month.
Students Arrive Year Round.

BE A HOST TO AN
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

GLOBAL STUDENT SERVICES, USA
310-391-7800

SANTA MONICA: 825 Olympic Blvd.

(310) 450-6873
CULVER CITY: 11526 Washington Blvd.

(310) 391-0533

Family-owned for over 25 years

✔ F r e e  I n s p e c t i o n s  &  T e s t  D r i v e s

Thank You!

MONDAY-FRIDAY  7:30AM - 5:30PM

• Los Angeles/LAX
• Beverly Hills
• West Hollywood
• Century City
• Westwood
• Culver City
• Santa Monica

Avoid the LAX Headache

EXPANDED FLEET & TERRITORY
Accounts welcome

273-6611

Beverly Hills Cab

(310)
(800)

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices

FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS

NO EVENT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT ALL

2 0 %  D I S C O U N T  F O R  D A I L Y  P R E S S  R E A D E R S

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

By The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The new City Hall that was to be an envi-
ronmentally friendly upgrade from the older, larger
building it replaced isn’t so energy efficient after all. 

The glass-walled structure with its open spaces is
using 15 percent to 50 percent more electricity than the
old building, according to Seattle City Light utility bills
obtained by the Seattle Post-Intelligencer for a report
Tuesday. 

The bills — $3,000 to $5,000 higher per month than
in the old building — are a blow for the city and Mayor
Greg Nickels, who has urged cities nationwide to reduce
energy consumption and voluntarily comply with the
Kyoto environmental protocols. 

To its credit, the building uses less water, and less
trash is produced each week. 

And the building would be using even more electrici-
ty without its energy-saving features, which reduce con-
sumption by an average 19 percent, said Jorge Carrasco,
City Light superintendent. 

“That comparison corrects for all other things,” he
said. 

City Light records show the new building uses 7,045
kilowatt-hours of electricity on average per day, com-
pared with 5,940 kilowatt-hours per day in the old City
Hall. Without its energy-saving devices, the new struc-
ture would use 8,645 kilowatt-hours per day, City Light
estimates. 

City Council members, surprised by the $72 million
building’s high energy use, immediately began searching
for culprits. 

“If this is true, then there is something wrong,”
Councilman Richard Conlin said. “Maybe it’s opera-
tional. It was definitely supposed to meet higher stan-
dards. Maybe the old building was more efficient than

we thought.” 
“Did each council office come with a cute little refrig-

erator in the old building?” said Jean Godden, chair-
woman of the council’s energy and environmental policy
committee who pointed to the small fridge in her office
closet. 

“In the old building, the elevators were so slow every-
one took the stairs. Maybe that has something to do with
it.” 

The new, smaller City Hall opened in 2003 to replace
the 1960s-era building. Its air conditioning and heating
systems primarily use natural gas. 

The building features limestone imported from France
and a titanium wall that shrouds the council chamber.
The materials are meant to help the building last 100
years — with the titanium suggesting the metal used by
The Boeing Co. to build its airplanes. 

“It was designed to be a building that is much more
inviting to the public ... beyond what the old municipal
building ever was,” Nickels spokeswoman Marianne
Bichsel said, noting that plans for the new building began
under former Mayor Paul Schell. “This is an energy-effi-
cient building.” 

The building was designed to meet requirements for
silver certification under the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design program. A request for certifica-
tion was sent last month to the U.S. Green Building
Council. 

Certification considers all aspects of a building’s
design, including materials used, water and energy effi-
ciency, natural light, views, landscaping and how a
building is oriented on the site. 

“Energy efficiency is a big part of LEED,” said Gwyn
Jones, a spokeswoman for the Green Building Council. 

The certification process doesn’t audit actual perfor-
mance of the building or how much energy it uses. 

By The Associated Press

DENVER — Qwest Communications International Inc.
has launched a Spanish-language Web site tailored to the
estimated 5 million Hispanic consumers in its Western
and Midwestern territory. 

It is the latest strategic move by Denver-based Qwest
to cater to Hispanics, the largest and fastest-growing
minority in the United States. 

Qwest also offers a 10-cent-a-minute calling plan to

Mexico, donates about $3 million annually to
Hispanic-related charities and operates “El Centro,” a
call center staffed with 300 Spanish-speaking sales
representatives. 

Two other Baby Bells, SBC Communications Inc. and
Verizon Communications Inc., court Hispanics with
Spanish-speaking representatives, bilingual bills and a
Spanish- language magazine. 

Qwest is the dominant provider of local telephone ser-
vice in 14 states. 

New Seattle City Hall not
so energy efficient after all

Qwest launches Spanish-language Web site

ran with the program because the scope of the problem
was unknown. 

“Let’s be reasonable here and get the truth out before
we start freaking out,” Dennis said. “It was really annoy-
ing that (the EPA) kept coming out with information that
was scaring the living crap out of people without the sci-
ence.” 

Dennis said he felt he achieved his goal when the EPA
held its first public meeting in the community in early
May. More than 1,000 people showed up, many openly
hostile toward the EPA and many not knowing whom to
believe. 

El Dorado County is working on tougher dust control
standards, but already requires developers to water down
construction sites and wash tainted soils from truck tires
so they don’t track asbestos through town. 

Some residents, however, complain the county has
been slow to act on complaints of dust from construction
that usually dissipates before one of the five employees
certified to issue a citation can respond. 

Marcella McTaggart, the county’s air pollution con-
trol officer, defended enforcement efforts. In the first half
of the month, the department received 13 complaints,
stopping work twice until water trucks arrived to douse
construction sites. 

Despite suggestions from experts such as Case to halt
construction, some plans call for a city of 80,000 people
in 20 years. 

As Vicki Summers, a mother of two, decides how
she’s going to cope with the intersecting realities of
development and asbestos, she’s taking several precau-
tions. 

She plans to have carpets that can hold asbestos fibers
torn out of her house. She no longer runs fans. And she
only vacuums when her boys aren’t home. 

On a recent night, she attended a meeting at the com-
munity pavilion, where she entered the building past a
sign warning: “Tests have determined that this facility
contains naturally occurring asbestos.” 

During the meeting she scrawled “Should I move?” on
a folder and pushed it in front of Gerald Hiatt, an EPA
toxicologist. 

It’s a question on the minds of many residents.
Summers wouldn’t reveal what Hiatt told her, and the
EPA is not publicly advising residents what to do. 

When pressed by The Associated Press on a confer-
ence call, three EPA officials would not reveal what pre-
cautions they would take if they lived in El Dorado Hills. 

Would they play baseball or softball on those fields?
Would they let their children play there? Would they
pedal a bike along the New York Creek trail. 

There was silence on the other end of the phone. 

Public obsessing over asbestos contamination
ASBESTOS, from page 10



Sold 565 E CHANNEL RD SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 4,000 List Price: $6,150,000 Bed: 3
06/30/2005 Lot Size: 45,302 Sold Price: $6,250,000 Bath: 4.00
Sold 527 19TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 2,284 List Price: $2,250,000 Bed: 3
06/30/2005 Lot Size: 8,940 Sold Price: $2,357,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 1228 SAN VICENTE BLVD SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,596 List Price: $2,150,000 Bed: 3
06/28/2005 Lot Size: 10,037 Sold Price: $1,674,000 Bath: 1.75
Sold 270 PALISADES BEACH RD #103 SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,693 List Price: $1,995,000 Bed: 2
06/30/2005 HOD: $510 Sold Price: $1,925,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 2103 IDAHO AVE SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 4,781 List Price: $1,775,000 GI: $86,016
06/30/2005 Lot Size: 7,998 Sold Price: $2,025,000 GRM: 20.64
Sold 824 20TH ST SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 0 List Price: $1,695,000 GI: $122,712
06/28/2005 Lot Size: 7,998 Sold Price: $1,772,000 GRM: 13.81
Sold 1513 9th ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90401
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,395,000 Bed: 2
06/30/2005 HOD: $323 Sold Price: $1,395,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 2233 21ST ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,596 List Price: $1,295,000 Bed: 3
06/28/2005 Lot Size: 6,750 Sold Price: $1,285,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 2601 20TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 5,400 List Price: $1,269,000 GI: $78,480
06/29/2005 Lot Size: 6,046 Sold Price: $1,282,000 GRM: 0.00
Sold 2401 28TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,199,000 GI: $43,656
07/01/2005 Lot Size: 8,999 Sold Price: $1,199,000 GRM: 0.00
Sold 1627 SUNSET AVE SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,909 List Price: $1,195,000 Bed: 4
06/28/2005 Lot Size: 5,736 Sold Price: $1,250,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 1215 ASHLAND AVE SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,149,000 Bed: 2
06/29/2005 Lot Size: 6,345 Sold Price: $1,150,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 1760 SUNSET AVE SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $975,000 Bed: 3
07/01/2005 Lot Size: 5,946 Sold Price: $962,650 Bath: 2.00
Sold 2926 URBAN AVE SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,671 List Price: $899,000 Bed: 3
06/30/2005 Lot Size: 6,500 Sold Price: $930,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 930 3RD ST #201 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,548 List Price: $789,000 Bed: 3
06/30/2005 HOD: $325 Sold Price: $851,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 3015 GOLDSMITH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $769,000 GI: $0
06/30/2005 Lot Size: 2,496 Sold Price: $740,000 GRM: 0.00
Sold 854 18TH ST #4 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 0 List Price: $745,000 Bed: 2
06/29/2005 HOD: $250 Sold Price: $770,000 Bath: 1.75
Sold 1010 19TH ST #11 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,408 List Price: $730,000 Bed: 2
06/30/2005 HOD: $289 Sold Price: $715,000 Bath: 1.75
Sold 1228 14TH ST #204 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,020 List Price: $595,000 Bed: 2
06/28/2005 HOD: $259 Sold Price: $591,000 Bath: 1.75
Sold 917 2ND ST #304 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 751 List Price: $539,000 Bed: 1
06/28/2005 HOD: $265 Sold Price: $570,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 2041 EUCLID ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 570 List Price: $399,000 Bed: 1
06/28/2005 HOD: $150 Sold Price: $400,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 1834 9TH ST #2 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: 624 List Price: $399,000 Bed: 1
06/30/2005 HOD: $166 Sold Price: $420,000 Bath: 1.00

Understanding the basics in
home ownership can be a daunting
task, but a necessary one if you are
going to get the most out of your
investment. One of the first steps is
understanding your basis.

The basis is your starting point
for figuring a gain or loss if you
later sell your home, or for figuring
depreciation if you later use part of
your home for business purposes, or
for rent. While you own your home,
you may add certain items to your
basis. You may subtract certain
other items from your basis.

How you figure your basis
depends on how you acquire your
home. If you buy or build your
home, your cost is your basis. If you
receive your home as a gift, your
basis of the person is usually the
same as the adjusted basis of the
person who gave you the property.
If you inherit your home from a
decedent, the fair market value at
the date of the decedent’s death is
generally your basis.

Fair market value is the price that
property would sell for on the open
market. It is the price that would be
agreed on between a willing buyer and
a willing seller, with neither having to
buy or sell, and both having reason-
able knowledge of the relevant facts.

If your home is transferred to you
from your spouse, or from your for-
mer spouse as a result of a divorce,
your basis is the same as your

spouse’s adjusted basis just before
the transfer.

The cost of your home, whether
you purchased it or constructed it, is
the amount you paid for it, includ-
ing any debt you assumed. The cost
of your home includes most settle-
ment or closing costs you paid when
you bought the home. If you built
your home, your cost includes most
closing costs paid when you bought
the land or settled on your mort-
gage.

The basis of a home you bought
is the amount you paid for it. This
usually includes your down pay-
ment and any debt you assumed.
The basis of a cooperative apart-
ment is the amount you paid for
your shares in the corporation that
owns or controls the property. This
amount includes any purchase com-
missions or other costs of acquiring
the shares.

If you contracted to have your
home built on land that you own,
your basis in the home is your basis
in the land, plus the amount you
paid to have the home built. This
includes the cost of labor and mate-
rials, the amount you paid the con-
tractor, any architect’s fees, build-
ing permit charges, utility meter and
connection charges, and legal fees
that are directly connected with
building your home. If you built all
or part of your home yourself, your
basis is the total amount it cost you
to build it. You cannot include the
value of your own labor or any
other labor you did not pay for.

Real estate taxes are usually
divided so that you and the seller
each pay taxes for the part of the
property tax year that each owned
the home. If you pay any part of the

seller’s share of the real estate taxes,
which are the taxes up to the date of
the sale, and the seller did not reim-
burse you, add those taxes to your
basis in the home. You cannot
deduct them as taxes paid. If the
seller paid any of your share of the
real estate taxes — the taxes begin-
ning with the date of sale — you
can still deduct those taxes. Do not
include those taxes in your basis. If
you did not reimburse the seller,
you must reduce your basis by the
amount of those taxes.

If you bought your home, you
probably paid settlement or closing
costs in addition to the contract
price. Those costs are divided
between you and the seller accord-
ing to the sales contract, local cus-
tom, or understanding of the parties.
If you built your home, you proba-
bly paid those costs when you
bought the land or settled on your
mortgage. The only closing costs
you can deduct are home mortgage
interest and certain real estate taxes.
You deduct them in the year you
buy your home if you itemize your
deductions.  You can add certain
other settlement or closing costs to
the basis of your home.

While you own your home, vari-
ous events may take place that can
change the original basis of your
home. Those events can increase or
decrease your original basis. The
result is called adjusted basis.

(Read part two next week on tax
advantages. Contact The
PowerHouse Team for further ques-
tions at 310-482-2015 or
brent@pwrhteam.com.)
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PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Very nice single family 2 bedroom plus den and 2 bath house.
Spacious backyard with private gate.

Great for first time home buyers or a small family.
CONTACT THOMAS OR BRENT   THOMAS@PWRHTEAM.COM     BRENT@PWRHTEAM.COM

www.ThePOWERHOUSETeam.net

(310) 482-2015
822 E NUTWOOD ST , INGLEWOOD 90301 $499,000

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS:
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, CONDOS AND INCOME HOMES

THOMAS AT THE POWHERHOUSE TEAM:
thomas@pwrhteam.com

Information received as per the MLS on .../.../... . Not all transactions may have been represented by The POWERHOUSE Team.
www.thepowerhouseteam.net

BUYING
AND SELLING
BY THOMAS KHAMMAR

& BRENT PARSONS

The POWERHOUSE TeamProudly sponsored by: 

The basics on the basis



www.ThePOWERHOUSETeam.net

WE REPRESENT BUYERS AND SELLERS.
Call us for any of your real estate needs. We can make your dreams a reality.

CONTACT THOMAS OR BRENT
THOMAS@PWRHTEAM.COM     BRENT@PWRHTEAM.COM

www.ThePOWERHOUSETeam.net

(310) 482-2015

LET US SHOW YOU
HOW TO MAKE MONEY!
On the capital gains you normally pay the IRS.

Do capital gains deter you from selling your highly
appreciated property?

Would you like to know how you could deter capital gains and
depreciation recapture without interest or penalty?

This IRS accepted program is ideal for sellers who are prepared
to take advantage of these tax savings.

Call the ThePOWERHOUSETeam today for this
and any other real estate need!



Sponsored by The Powerhouse Team
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Living La Vida LocalJODI SUMMERS
JODI SUMMERS

Jodi Summers  *
310.309.4219 *

Boardwalk Realty
jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

TWO UNITS - VENICE CANALS ADJACENT
2901 GRAYSON AVE, VENICE 

Asking price:  $1,490,000 
2+1 + 1+1 ON A QUIET, YET CENTRALLY LOCATED STREET IN VENICE. 

A TOTAL OF 1,423 ON A 5,104 SQ. FT. LOT. THE LOCATION
YOU'VE BEEN DREAMING OF - WALKING DISTANCE TO BEACH,

SHOPPING & NIGHTLIFE.

For the eighth consecutive quarter, the
Pacific states led the nation in annual
house-price appreciation, growing at 19.2
percent from the first quarter of 2004
through the first quarter of 2005, accord-
ing to Freddie Mac’s Conventional
Mortgage Home Price Index. Nationally,
home values increased 11.8 percent on an
annual basis, from the first quarter of
2004 through the first quarter of 2005. 

California saw 23.44 percent price
appreciation during that period.

In Santa Monica in 2005, 134 single-
family homes sold between Jan. 1 and
June 30. According to the Multiple
Listing Service, sales prices are currently
averaging $1,794 per square foot, a 20
percent rise from June 2004. Volume is
slowing, with 170 homes sold during the
same period in 2004; 200 in 2003.

In the condo market in 2005, 279 con-
dos sold between Jan. 1 and June 30.
Condo sales prices are currently averag-
ing $680 per square foot, and prices are
up more than 30 percent from June 2004.
Again volume is down with 338 units sold
during the same period in 2004. In 2003,
332 condos sold.

Properties remain on the market
between one and two months, and selling
at asking price.

Santa Monica mirrors the rest of
California. Statewide, prices continue to
climb with a median-priced home now
averaging $509,230. Prices around the
Southland crossed the half-million-dollar
threshold for the first time in April, as
affordability fell to 17 percent, according
to the California Association of Realtors. 

The minimum household income need-
ed to purchase a median-priced home at
$509,230 in California in April was
$120,290, based on an average effective
mortgage interest rate of 5.92 percent,
assuming a 20 percent down payment,
and assuming the monthly payment for
principal, interest, taxes and insurance is
no more than 30 percent of a household’s
income. April’s minimum required
income was up from $102,350 in April

2004, when the median price of a home
was $452,680 and the prevailing interest
rate was 5.42 percent.

“The first quarter of 2005 was the 39th
consecutive quarter in which all nine
regions of the United States had positive
annual home price growth,” said Amy
Crews Cutts, Freddie Mac deputy chief
economist. 

It has been estimated by the California
Building Industry Association that the
state’s housing boom has generated $1
trillion in increased home equity since
2000 and has pumped billions of dollars
into the state’s economy.

Alan Nevin of the California Building
Industry Association observed that medi-
an equity gain for those who owned a sin-
gle-family home in 2000 was $230,386,
while the median equity gain was
$200,544 for condominium owners.
Homes in Los Angeles County have
appreciated $82.16 billion since 2000.

“For the person who owned a single-
family home in the year 2000 and bought
that home with a 15 percent down pay-
ment, their return on equity would be
approaching 1,000 percent,” Nevin said.
“Economists and housing experts have
known for years that home ownership is
the leading source of wealth creation for
the vast majority of Americans. Now we
have a better feeling for just how much
wealth home ownership has created here
in California.”

The California Building Industry
Association study found that the 2.5 mil-
lion homes purchased since 2000 have
increased in value about $378.7 billion,
while the 4.3 million homes owned but
not sold in that time period have increased
in value by $641 billion. 

To burst that bubble, PMI Mortgage
Insurance Co. notes that there is a 16.1
percent probability of an overall house-
price decline over the next two years in
the nation’s 50 largest housing markets.

The five metropolitan areas least likely
to exhibit home price declines over the
next two years are Indianapolis,
Rochester, NY; 59, Oklahoma City; 57,
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY; 57 and
Pittsburgh; 57. 

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. Contact her at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com, or call (310) 309-4219.)

Home prices on upward
trend for 39 quarters

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS

3 HOUSES ON 1 LOT. MUST SEE!

DAN RICHARDS   —   HUMPHREY REAL ESTATE
(310) 828-9889 EXT. 3   SOCAMANN@HOTMAIL.COM

1402–1406 Maple Street in Santa Monica
3 houses on 1 lot. Must see this beautifully remodeled owner-user triplex. Many upgrades

including stainless steel appliances, gourmet kitchen, granite counters and travertine baths. New
sundeck plus four garages. For an appointment to see or additional information, call or email:



Want a career in Real Estate?
We will pay for licensing School
and have free training for agents.
Call (714) 996-3000 ext. 307 for

more information.

ERA First Choice Realty
1505 4TH Street. Suite 200

Santa Monica, California 90401

Office: (310) 393-8491
Fax: (310) 260-3104

5049 Manitoba Drive, Fontana
Spacious 3 bedroom, 3 bath Hunter’s Ridge home with fireplace,
cathedral ceiling, island kitchen, 3 car garage. Bonus room could

be 4th bedroom.
$514,500 Janin Paine or Timea Basner 310/393-8491 x3#

1706 Happy Trail, Topanga

Looking For Backup!
Unique, private creekside compound totally remodeled on over _
acre. Flat, fenced lot with pool. This bright & spacious ranch style
home features 2 bedrooms + den & office/studio overlooking the

creek & opening to serene private courtyard surrounded by mature
trees.  French doors off the open kitchen and dining room with

vaulted ceilings lead to beautifully stone-tiled pool area with
cabana, grapevine & fruit tree. All new & permitted 1500 gallon

septic tank, plumbing, roof, electrical, kitchen, bath, flooring,
French doors, sprinkler system and much more! Ample parking &
RV access. Conveniently located with easy access to both Valley &

Ocean.
$959,000 Bonnie Thomas or Kathy Haynsworth 310/393-

8491 x2# or 310/823-1411

ATTENTION BUYERS AND SELLERS!

SELLERS:
List & Lock:
We can lock in a low rate for your buyer for up to 6 months.
This gives you time to wait for your price and offer your
buyer a very competitive interest rate.

BUYERS:
Shop & Lock:
We will lock a low rate for your next purchase for up to 6
months. Shop without worry about missing today’s low inter-
est rates.

The Strand in Marina del Rey (2 Units Available)

114 & 116 Galleon, Marina del Rey

6639-6641 Vista del Mar, Playa del Rey

“We sell it or we buy it”
www.matillarealty.com 
225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293 
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

Steve Matilla,  Owner/Broker

These 'State-of-the-Art' townhomes are the last two of four offered.
Located steps from the beach, the units are 3 stories with 2,500 and
2,600 sq. ft of well-designed living space. Featuring 3 bedrooms plus a
large bonus room, 3 bathrooms and 2 powder rooms. The master comes
equipped with a jacuzzi tub, a steam shower, skylight and a large-sized
walk-in closet. These chef kitchens feature granite countertops and
include top-of-the-line stainless steel professional appliances, Viking
stove, Bosch dishwasher, and Sub-Zero refrigerator. Fireplaces in the
family room and master bedrooms. Two-car tandem secure garage.
Balconies off the family room and master bedrooms. Unit 114 offers
ocean and Grand Canal views. CAT 5 wiring, security system, integrated
central audio system and central vacuum are features of both town-
homes. These architectural masterpieces showcase high-end finishes;
bamboo hardwood and Indian slate floorings, granite, limestone and
travertine countertops. Cabinetry is solid maple and handrails are cus-
tom wrought iron. Located on the prestigious Marina del Rey Peninsula.

Offered at: $1,599,000
Open House - Every Saturday & Sunday,
12:30pm to 4:30pm or by appointment.

Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

Pristine, Playa del Rey, view home that backs up to the wetlands. This
beautiful house was once a duplex and can be easily converted back
should the new owner wish to generate rental income. Legitimate wet-
lands, marina, mountains, city and ocean views. This unique proper-
ty is in absolutely "move-in" condition. It is bright and airy. The living
room area is accentuated with floor to ceiling windows and beautiful-
ly manicured hardwood floors. Sky lights, open air party decks with
views, etc. Hurry!  Breakfast Bar,Kitchen Pantry, Dining Room Living
Room, Loft, Patio with Spa, Solarium

Offered at: $1,695,000
Open House - By appointment only.

Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

MATILLA REALTY

Summer Special
Join our team of successful real estate agents

and loan officers. Have your license in 6 weeks.
Up to 100% commission for real estate agents.
Loan officers rank in the top 5 of the nation’s
highest paid professionals. Call today or email
zulliesandoval@era.com to reserve your space.

Guaranteed Sale.
“We will sell your home or ERA will buy it.”

Call us for details

3051 HAMPSHIRE CIRCLE IN CORONA

4314 MARINA CITY DRIVE, MDR

1633 LAUTER BACH ST.
LANCASTER

16836 SIERRA VISTA WAY,
CERRITOS

4635 DON LORENZO
LOS ANGELES 90008

ERA Marina Bay
Realty Group

4640 Admiralty Way #1200
Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Office (310) 448-4280
Fax (310) 448-4282

ERA Marina Bay Realty Group
is seeking an experienced sales manager to

lead our rapidly expanding team.
Call (310) 448-4280 to inquire.

Four bedroom two story home in a wonderful
neighborhood. Exclusive listing, principals only.

CALL JAYE: 213-700-5903

Beautiful condo for lease right on the Marina. 3,400
a month.

Beautiful 2 bed, 2 bath home.
OFFERED AT: $375,000

Awesome 3 bedroom, 3 bath with spectacular of
downtown LA from master bedroom.

OFFERED AT: $515,000

4 bedroom, 3 bath home.
OFFERED AT: $449,000

3 Offices on the West Side to serve you
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Stop foreclosure
Save your credit.

No commission/fees.
310-880-8430

310-301-2372
4079-B REDWOOD AVE.

LOS ANGELES, CA
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.comFred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

Great Westside Village Mar-Vista loc. w/ beau-
tiful upgrades of Maple Hrdwd Flrs, Remodeled
Kitchen, LRG Lvng-Rm, Light/Bright, LRG-Yard
w/ beautiful water fountain, newly landscaped
& updated home. Must see. MOTIVATED & easy
to show.

Income property and single family residence.
Santa Monica SF HM on 11th st (2+1) & 6 units
(all Sngls) on Michigan. 2 props. great for
owner/user or investor opport. Live in the main
house & collect rent$$ Drive by Only! Do Not
Disturb Tenant! Motivated-present offers.

7 Units (2+1’s) VERY MOTIVATED SELLER - Present all
offers. 4 units delivered vacant. Positive cash flow. Drive

By. Please do not disturb tenants.

2925 Military Avenue - 3+2 $879,000

1811 19TH, St. SM                    $1,950,000

Beautiful Mar-Vista home in sought after neighborhood
in move in condition. Pride of Ownership! Private tran-
quil backyard with fruit trees! A must see.... don't miss

out! Open Sunday 2-5PM.

3624 Maplewood Avenue     $819,000 2+1

1021 Michigan Avenue $2,149,000

“In real estate, it takes
all the right ingredients.”

1 cup fresh corn (1 ear)
8 cups mixed greens

1 cup diced tomato
1 cup diced red onion

1 cup diced, peeled carrots
1 cup diced green bell pepper

1 cup diced peeled avocado
1 (15 oz) can black beans, rinsed

& drained
1 (4 oz) shredded Monterey Jack cheese

1 cup coarsely crushed baked tortilla chips
Sprinkle w/Lime-Cilantro Vinaigrette

TO SERVE 4:
1. Steam corn, covered, 3 minutes (until crisp-tender) Rinse w/cold water; set
aside to cool 2. Place 2 cups mixed salad greens on each of 4 plates. Arrange
1/4 cup of tomato, onion, carrots, bell pepper, corn, Avocado & 1/2 cup beans
in rows over salad greens. Sprinkle 1/4 cup cheese and 1/4 cup crushed chips
over each salad. Drizzle 1/4 cup of vinaigrette over each salad .

Marci’a Rudolph
cell: 310-613-3436
office: 310-482-2025
www.marciarudolph.com

1333 2ND Street (5TH Floor) Santa Monica

Mexican
Cobb Salad

MATT CRABBS
(310) 864-9034      352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

CALL ME TO GET A PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON YOUR RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.

T R G

Westchester – 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, great floor plan, very entertaining, approx. 1,600 SQFT., new
bamboo wood floors. Private master bed and bath. Beautifuly landscaped, large lot with detached 2
car garage. $849,000,
Retail + Loft in El Segundo – Brand new construction. Only 2 available! Approximately 2,900s qft
w/rooftop deck. Loft is contemporary style loft building with midwest influnces all done in real cus-
tom brick. 1,450 sq ft of retail space and 1,450 sq ft of residential space with 2 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. Call for details (310) 864-9034
Manhattan Beach– 9,500 sq ft retail plus office $2,930,000
San Pedro – Beautiful medical building all in brick. Close to beach, perfect for a doctor dentist.
10,000 sq ft.
Santa Monica Ocean Park – 3 bedroom 3 bath with loft ocean view townhouse. Comes with small
comercial building. Principals only. $1,100,000
Long Beach – 1 restaurant with strong NNN lease in place. Plus 4 1 bedroom apartements. Close to
beach.  $879,000, 56,000 Net Per Year.
El Segundo – Remodeled office plus warehouse. 12,000 SQFT. 8,000 Office, 4,000 warehouse, Close
to downtown. West of Sepulveda.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Finally, the outrage.
For 30 years across America, local, state and federal

governments have been begging, borrowing and steal-
ing trillions of dollars of private property with little or
no compensation. With little or no outrage.

Any voices raised in protest were drowned out by
the cheering of environmentalists — happy their
favorite plants and animals would get a free place to
live on millions of acres of free land. 

But in Connecticut, the Supreme Court allows a city
to take a few homes — even when it pays for them —
and the anger falls like acid rain.

Better now than never.
The Connecticut city had its reasons why it took

those homes. Cities always do. But for the first 180
years of our republic, the courts really did take proper-
ty rights seriously. Judges insisted that private property
really was private, and that government could only take
it under extreme circumstances. And then, of course, it
had to pay for it.

But for the last 30 years, we’ve been on a slippery
slope of government land grabbing. At the federal level,
the Endangered Species Act has outlawed the private
use of private land on tens of millions of acres through-
out America.

Of course, few people say that private use has been
“outlawed,” though it has. They say it has been “set
aside.” George Orwell was right: Control the word,
control the thought.

In California alone, 5.4 million acres have been “set
aside” for the red-legged frog. Two million more acres
have been set aside for sheep, shrimp, snails and
grasshoppers. Together, this is larger than the entire
state of Connecticut. Larger than the every piece of
urbanized land in California.

A recent U.S. Fish and Wildlife report shows that
taking — I mean setting aside — just a small portion of
this land in California will mean an economic loss of
$965 million and destroy 259,814 housing opportuni-
ties.

Even this estimate must be considered modest
because this same Fish and Wildlife Service said that
the 500,000 acres it wanted to set-aside for the gnat
catcher could be done at no cost. Zero. 

Free land. Imagine that. Or could it be that it is not
really free? It’s just that someone else is paying. Too
many people no longer want to know.

The list goes on all across America: The piping
plover enjoys 508 miles of free waterfront property in
nine states adjoining the Great Lakes. In Arizona, the
pygmy owl gets 800,000 acres — free and clear, with
not a penny going to the people who own any of this
property.

More than 20 million people are crammed into the
800,000 acres that make up Los Angeles, New York,

Dallas, Atlanta and Boston. Meanwhile, 78 pygmy
owls are given 800,000 acres of land in Arizona. That’s
almost 10,000 acres per owl. 

At Camp Pendleton, the land grabbers tried to take
63,000 acres for a microscopic shrimp that is born, lives
and dies in a mud puddle in three weeks. This is threat-
ening our ability to train troops at American military
bases throughout the world.

If red-legged frogs had been found at the homes in
Connecticut that everyone is now so upset about, the
result for the homeowners would have been the same,
yet we never would have heard about it.

But we did, though this is far from the largest abuse
of property rights in America. However rapacious the
federal government may be, local governments are pos-
itively predatory.

The headlines tell the story: Almost every day in
California a newspaper trumpets the latest environmen-
tal “victory” over property owners. In one week in June
alone, news outlets tell us that city councils are shutting
down property rights in Monterey, Vallejo, Norco, El
Segundo, Ventura, Yucaipa, Fairfield, Alamo, San
Ramon, Contra Costa County, Castroville, Pajaro, San
Joaquin, Murrieta, Temecula, San Diego, Carlsbad,
Oceanside, and on and on and on. Day after day. Week
after week. Year after year. For landowners big and
small.

In Southern California today, the wholesale destruc-
tion of our property rights means that only 6.4 percent
of San Diego residents can afford to buy an average-
priced home. In Orange County, the number is 3.8 per-
cent. The rest of the state is not much better off. 

The implications for a whole generation unable to
buy their first home are staggering — and catastrophic.
Yet no one seems to notice. 

To paraphrase Lenin, steal a few homes in
Connecticut and that is a tragedy. Steal hundreds of
thousands in California and that is a statistic. But hard-
ly a surprise.

(Michael Pattinson is the president of Barratt
American, a Carlsbad, Calif., home-building company.
He also is the former president of the California
Building Industry Association. To reach him, call
(760) 431-0800, or e-mail at drowley@barrattameri-
can.com.)

Outrage over property
rights: 30 years too late

GUEST COMMENTARY   BY MICHAEL PATTINSON

However rapacious the federal
government may be, local govern-

ments are positively predatory.



BY SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Insurgents mounted attacks against
Arab and Muslim diplomats in Iraq on Tuesday, wounding
Bahrain’s top envoy in a kidnapping attempt. Pakistan’s
ambassador also escaped an assault on his convoy. 

The attacks came three days after gunmen seized
Egypt’s top envoy to Iraq as he was buying a newspaper
in the capital, appearing to signal an insurgent campaign
to discourage Islamic countries from bolstering ties with
the U.S.-backed Iraqi government. 

“The aim is clear, just to create a state of fear,” Iraqi
government spokesman Laith Kuba told reporters. Al-
Sherif’s kidnapping “was an attempt to ... scare the other
diplomatic missions so that they won’t expand their pres-
ence in Iraq.” 

The Bahraini diplomat, Hassan Malallah al-Ansari,
was shot on his way to work in the Mansour district of
western Baghdad, said Dr. Muhanad Jawad of Yarmouk
Hospital. The diplomat was treated for a shoulder wound
and released, witnesses said. 

"There was an attempt to kidnap him by gunmen when
he was on his way from his house to the Bahrain mission
in Baghdad,” Bahrain Foreign Ministry Undersecretary
Yousef Mahmoud was quoted as saying by the official
Bahrain News Agency. 

Pakistan’s Ambassador Mohammed Younis Khan
said gunmen riding in two cars opened fire on his convoy
as he was on his way home from work in the same neigh-
borhood, but he wasn’t wounded. 

The Pakistani Foreign Ministry said it has asked Khan
to leave the country temporarily. 

“Our escort fired back at them so we were able to
escape without any harm,” Khan told The Associated
Press. He said he believed that one of the attackers’ cars
was hit by fire from his bodyguards, but he was not sure
if any of the men were injured. 

“It happened so quickly I didn’t have time to think of
being scared,” said Khan, who was named Pakistan’s
ambassador to Iraq earlier this year. He said security

would be stepped up, but declined to give details. 
There was still no word Tuesday on the fate of the kid-

napped Egyptian envoy, Ihab al-Sherif, 51. 
Witnesses said the abductors accosted him Saturday

night in western Baghdad and shoved him into the trunk
of a car after pistol-whipping him. They accused him of
being an American spy, witnesses said. 

Egypt announced last month that it would become the
first Arab country to post an ambassador to Iraq since the
fall of Saddam Hussein. 

The tiny Gulf state of Bahrain is a close American ally
and home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, which played a
support role during the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in
March 2003. 

Pakistan has been a heavy backer of the U.S.-led war
on terrorism in Afghanistan, but it has offered only luke-
warm support for America’s activities in Iraq. 

Several Pakistani civilians have been kidnapped and
killed by insurgents in Iraq, but this was the first assault
on a Pakistani official. 

In other violence Tuesday, two suicide car bombers
wounded four U.S. Marines in the western town of Hit on
Tuesday, three days after military commanders
announced that an Iraqi army battalion backed by
Marines would be stationed in the town, a U.S. spokes-
woman said. 

Gunmen ambushed a minibus taking seven Baghdad
airport employees to work, killing four women and
wounding three men, police and hospital officials said. 

A roadside bomb blast and a subsequent firefight
killed two Iraqi soldiers and wounded seven others on
Baghdad’s outskirts in the Abu Ghraib district, police
and hospital officials said. 

A mortar attack, meanwhile, missed a U.S. military
base and struck central Samarra, killing a 13-year-old
girl and wounding four civilians, police said. The city is
60 miles north of Baghdad. 

Another mortar attack killed two sisters, ages 20 and
30, doctors said, in an area just north of Ramadi, the cap-
ital of the volatile western Anbar province. It was not
known who fired the mortar. 

BY AMIR SHAH 
Associated Press Writer 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan on Tuesday con-
demned the killing of up to 17 civilians in a U.S.
airstrike, and a senior American defense official con-
firmed the deaths of two Navy SEALs who were missing
in action in the country’s northeast. 

The airstrike came Friday in Kunar province, which
borders Pakistan, the area where a U.S. transport heli-
copter was downed late last month, killing 16 troops in
the deadliest single blow to American forces since they
ousted the Taliban in 2001. 

“The president is extremely saddened and disturbed,”
said Jawed Ludin, President Hamid Karzai’s chief of
staff. “There is no way ... the killing of civilians can be
justified. ... It’s the terrorists we are fighting. It’s not our
people who should suffer.” 

A government team is on its way to the site to investi-
gate the bombing, a Defense Ministry statement said. 

Meanwhile, two members of the U.S. Navy’s elite
special forces branch who were missing in Kunar have
been found dead, a senior U.S. defense official in
Washington said Monday night. Another SEAL was res-
cued Saturday and the fate of a fourth was unknown. 

The official who confirmed the recovery of the two
bodies spoke on condition of anonymity because of the
ongoing effort to account for the missing U.S. service-
men in Afghanistan. 

The team of SEALs was reported missing on June 28.
A rescue effort that day ended in tragedy when the trans-
port helicopter seeking to extract the team was shot
down. 

The serviceman rescued Saturday had taken shelter in
a village elder’s home before American forces were noti-
fied of his location and picked him up, said Kunar

provincial Gov. Asadullah Wafa. 
Speaking about the U.S. airstrike, Wafa told The

Associated Press that an initial strike destroyed a house,
and as villagers gathered to look at the damage, a U.S.
warplane dropped a second bomb on the same target,
killing 17 of them, including three women and children. 

He said it was unclear who was killed in the initial
attack in the tiny village of Chechal. “Maybe some mili-
tants were killed, but I don’t know,” he said. “The 17
people were killed in the second bombing.” 

The U.S. military said the attack was carried out “with
precision-guided munitions that resulted in the deaths of
an unknown number of enemy terrorists and noncombat-
ants.” 

“The targeted compound was a known operating base
for terrorist attacks in Kunar province as well as a base
for a medium-level terrorist leader,” it said. “Battle dam-
age assessment is currently ongoing.” 

The statement added U.S. forces “regret the loss of
innocent lives and follow stringent rules of engagement
specifically to ensure that noncombatants are safeguard-
ed. However, when enemy forces move their families
into the locations where they conduct terrorist operations,
they put these innocent civilians at risk.” 

The civilians are the latest victims in an unprecedent-
ed spate of violence that has left about 700 people dead
and threatened to sabotage three years of progress toward
peace. Afghan officials insist the violence will not dis-
rupt landmark legislative elections slated for September. 

A purported Taliban spokesman, Mullah Latif
Hakimi, claimed last week that militants had captured
one of the SEALs. He said the “high-ranking American”
was caught in the area where the helicopter went down. 

Hakimi, who also claimed insurgents shot down the
helicopter, often calls news organizations to take respon-
sibility for attacks, and the information frequently proves

exaggerated or untrue. His exact tie to the Taliban lead-
ership is unclear. 

U.S. officials said they had no evidence indicating any
service members had been taken into captivity. 
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Info + Application: www.socaljrelite.com
Tel: (310) 994-0994

Youth Triathlon
(9-18 year olds)

Swim, Bike, & Run!

8 Saturday Training Sessions

JULY 9-AUG 27
(8AM-10AM)

Crossroads School 1715 Olympic Blvd., SM

“We’ll Teach & Train You”

Afghanistan condemns civilians deaths in airstrike

Insurgents mount attacks against
Islamic diplomats throughout Iraq
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Nova Scotia salmon to U.S. auto parts. 
Bakery owner Mary Ann Cuderman

worries about what else might be passing,
especially given concern that infrastruc-
ture could be a terrorist target. A citizens
group she heads wants closer scrutiny.
“How do you feel secure,” she says,
“knowing that anybody, at any time,
could drive right up on that bridge?” 

■ Farther east, where Maine and New
Brunswick touch, a man carrying a home-
made sword, a hatchet, a knife, brass
knuckles and a chain saw stained with
what seemed like blood sought entry to
the United States. After confiscating his
weapons and questioning him, border
agents let him in. 

Canadian-born Gregory Despres was a
naturalized U.S. citizen returning home,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection offi-
cials explained. But the day after he was
admitted to America in April, authorities
in his Canadian hometown found two
bodies — one decapitated, the other
stabbed to death. Despres was arrested
wandering a road in Massachusetts. 

“The whole thing gives me a queasy
feeling,” says Colin Kenny, chairman of
Canada’s Standing Senate Committee on
National Security and Defense. 

Two U.S. congressmen, Edward
Markey and Stephen Lynch, sent a letter
to Homeland Security Secretary Michael
Chertoff, seeking answers about the
Despres case and a review of entry proce-
dures. Said Markey: “Giving the green
light to this deranged individual to enter
our country raises serious questions about
these procedures.” 

Balancing the historic openness of the
U.S.-Canada border with today’s neces-
sary wariness is a challenge the two
nations still have not mastered — and
some fear the continued ambivalence
could be harmful. 

"Despite what should have been the
wake-up call of September 11, 2001, there
has been an unsettling lack of progress on
both sides of the border to improve effi-
ciency and strengthen security at land bor-
der crossings,” said a 192-page report
issued last month by Kenny’s committee. 

Last week, Chertoff and his counter-
parts from Canada and Mexico met to
pledge better integration of terrorist
watchlists and other measures to counter
threats. 

Yet tightening rules along the border is
rarely easy. This spring the Bush adminis-
tration proposed, then held up, a plan to
require passports of everyone entering the
United States from Mexico, Bermuda, the
Caribbean, Panama and Canada. President
Bush said the proposal would “disrupt the
honest flow of traffic,” though he added:
“We’ve got a lot to do to enforce the bor-
der.” 

Much has already been done. In the
Blaine, Wash., border sector, where the
raspberry field tire tracks were found, 32
new camera surveillance systems are
online and 133 agents on staff, 2 1/2
times the number prior to Sept. 11. Still,
Eugene Davis, retired deputy chief of
this Border Patrol sector, frets: “We are
still wide-open.” 

At the mile-and-a-half-long
Ambassador Bridge, vehicles are not
inspected before they embark from either
country; as with other border spans, that
only happens once they reach the opposite
end. Skip McMahon, a spokesman for
Detroit International Bridge Co., the pri-
vate owner, says armed guards patrol the
bridge 24 hours every day. Still, he sug-
gests concerned citizens push both federal
governments for inspections of suspicious
cargo before vehicles cross. 

Canada’s welcoming immigration poli-
cies have long drawn scrutiny from
Americans, who fear a terrorist claiming
refugee status could lie in wait to carry out
a mission. That threat still exists, says
David Harris, former chief of strategic
planning for the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service, Canada’s counter-
part to the CIA. 

Harris asserts more than 50 terrorist
organizations have a presence in Canada. 

“Canada has essentially said, if you put
your foot in Canada and you declare your-
self a (Geneva Convention) refugee, then
by and large you are,” says Harris. “It
means that we’re quite susceptible to pen-
etration.” 

Canada continues to admit 250,000
new immigrants and refugees annually. A
Canadian government report notes that
refugee claims can be delayed up to two
years, meaning potentially dangerous
applicants can disappear. 

Though not a refugee, Fateh Kamel,
suspected former ringleader of an Islamic
extremist group, easily returned to
Montreal in January after serving a prison
term in France for terrorist plots there. His
Canadian passport (he holds Algerian-
Canadian citizenship) gave officials no
choice but to admit him — though some
lawmakers have since suggested his citi-
zenship be revoked. 

The case has parallels to that of
Despres, who authorities said violated no
immigration rule. 

About 1,000 U.S. Border Patrol agents
work along the U.S.-Canada border,
roughly triple the 2001 force but a frac-
tion of the 9,600 agents who patrol the
Mexican border, about half as long at
1,900 miles. 

The Canadian side is monitored by 23
enforcement teams, consisting of officers
of the 4,500-member Canada Border
Services Agency, supplemented by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police and local
police departments. Still, most of
Canada’s 160 land and maritime border
crossings are staffed by only one unarmed
guard — and long stretches between entry
points go unmanned. 

On both sides, forests and waterways
harbor hidden nooks where helicopters,
motorboats, even kayaks drop off or col-
lect drugs. 

Recalling a highly publicized terrorist
case, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agent Peter Ostrovsky says,
“We’re lucky that Ahmed Ressam did not
hook up with Canadians smuggling con-
traband into the country.” 

Ressam, with ties to the Algerian
Armed Islamic Group, was arrested in
1999 in Port Angeles, Wash., as he drove
off a ferry from Canada. Customs agents

found explosives in his trunk; Ressam
eventually was convicted of plotting a
blast at the Los Angeles airport. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland
Security has added small air and marine
operations branches near Blaine and
Plattsburgh, N.Y.; others are planned for
Michigan, North Dakota and Montana. 

The friendship between the countries
has a potent symbol in downtown Blaine.
Twenty-acre Peace Arch Park straddles
the international line. People from both
nations may meander through its gardens
— so long as they go home at day’s end.
Many don’t. 

Palestinian Gazi Ibrahim Abu Mezer,
convicted in 1998 of plotting to bomb a
New York subway, illegally entered the
United States this way in 1996. A Border
Patrol agent stopped him and returned
him to Canada, but Mezer crossed the
Washington border again months later. 

Dorothy Kristjanson, 84, lives across
from the park on the Canadian side. She
recalls watching a family illegally cross-
ing, heading south; another time, a burglar
going north dropped backpacks on her
porch and fled. 

“It’s something that happens every
day,” she said. Still, she added: “The bor-
der’s pretty safe.” 

Safer, anyway, many officials contend. 
After the 9/11 attacks, Canada adopted

a new anti-terrorism act and a plan with
Washington intended to increase security
while permitting the flow of commerce
and some 300,000 people across the bor-
der each day. 

A program that identifies low-risk fre-
quent travelers and gives them speedier
crossings has enrolled 76,000 people; and
54,000 truckers have been screened for
faster passage. 

“Security has increased dramatically,”
says Danny Yen, a spokesman for the
Canada Border Services Agency. 

In Blaine, the Border Patrol’s Joe
Giuliano believes security is greater but
speaks pragmatically: 

“I can put a million agents out there
and have them run willy-nilly across the
border catching everything that moves
and throwing it back. Two hours later,
they’re going to try again ... and sooner or
later somebody’s going to find that one
little seam and exploit it.” 

BY BETH DUFF-BROWN 
Associated Press Writer 

TORONTO — Though many view
Canada as an unassuming neutral nation
that has skirted terrorist attacks, it has
suffered its share of aggression, and
intelligence officials believe at least 50
terror groups now have some presence
here. 

They are from Sri Lanka, Kurdistan
and points between and include support-
ers of some of the best-known Mideast
groups, including al-Qaida, authorities
say. 

Osama bin Laden named Canada one
of five so-called Christian nations that
should be targeted for acts of terror. The
others, reaffirmed last year by his al-
Qaida network, were the United States,
Britain, Spain and Australia. 

The Canadian Security Intelligence
Service, counterpart of the CIA, said ter-
rorist representatives are actively raising
money, procuring weapons, “manipulat-
ing immigrant communities” and facili-
tating travel to and from the United
States and other countries. 

Besides al-Qaida, those groups
include Islamic Jihad; Hezbollah and
other Shiite groups; Hamas, the
Palestinian Force 17, Egyptian Al Jihad
and various other Sunni groups from
across the Middle East, CSIS said. 

CSIS said the Irish Republican Army,
Tamil Tigers and Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) and major Sikh terrorist
groups also have supporters in Canada. 

The Air India bombing of 1985 was
the deadliest terrorist attack on a commer-
cial airliner prior to Sept. 11, with the gov-
ernment accusing Sikh terrorists living
legally in Canada of taking down the air-
liner over Ireland, claiming 331 lives,
most Canadian. 

The separatist Tamil Tigers of Sri
Lanka _ whose followers helped start
the trend in suicide bombings when they
assassinated Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi in 1991 _ have their polit-
ical headquarters in a Toronto suburb. 

Canada’s clandestine
Communications Security

Establishment, which listens in on con-
versations and translates messages from
foreigners under suspicion, has
increased its annual budget by 57 per-
cent since Sept. 11, and Canada has
spent some $6.5 billion to beef up secu-
rity along its border. 

There currently are four Arab Muslim
men in Canadian jails under “security
certificates,” which allow Ottawa to
detain suspects without public trial or
evidence in the name of national securi-
ty. All four suspects argue they face risk
of torture if returned to their native
Algeria, Morocco, Syria and Egypt. A
fifth suspect, Adil Charkaoui, was grant-
ed conditional release in February but
must wear an electronic tracking device
and remain in Montreal. Human rights
groups have condemned Canada for
holding the men. 

Canada adopted its Anti-Terrorism
Act in the months that followed Sept.
11, yet only one man has been arrested
under the act: Mohammad Momin
Khawaja. 

Born in Canada to Pakistani immi-
grants, Khawaja was arrested in March
2004 on suspicion of participating in and
facilitating terrorist activities in London
and Ottawa, according to the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. 

Young men like Khawaja, 26, are
representative of the type of recruits al-
Qaida is after, CSIS said in a report
recently made public by the Toronto
Star. 

“There is a direct threat to Canada
and Canadian interests from al-Qaida
and related groups,” CSIS said.
“Converts are highly prized by terrorist
groups for their familiarity with the
West and relative ease at moving
through Western society.” 

The U.S. State Department has esti-
mated there are 40 terrorist organiza-
tions with sympathizers or supporters in
the United States. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: AP Homeland
Security reporter Lara Jakes Jordan
contributed to this report from
Washington.)

Cargo crossing the
border not inspected

Officials believe 50 terror groups have presence in Canada

BORDERS, from page 1

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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Hybrids!Hybrids!

Toyota of Santa Monica
Pre-Owned Center

2001 Toyota Prius
$13,988

ACTUAL COLOR: Silver  VIN: 010660 MILES: 85K

2001 Toyota Prius
$16,988

ACTUAL COLOR: Millenium Silver MT  VIN: 019775  MILES: 40K

2002 Toyota Prius
$19,988

ACTUAL COLOR: SILVER  VIN: 055986  MILES: 39K

2001 Toyota Prius
$13,988

ACTUAL COLOR: Silver  VIN: 010660 MILES: 85K

2001 Toyota Prius
$16,988

ACTUAL COLOR: Millenium Silver MT  VIN: 019775  MILES: 40K

2002 Toyota Prius
$19,988

ACTUAL COLOR: SILVER  VIN: 055986  MILES: 39K

Toyota of Santa Monica
Pre-Owned Center

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
2450 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405

“In Santa  Mon ica ,  On  Santa  Mon ica  @ L inco ln”

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
2450 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405

“In Santa  Mon ica ,  On  Santa  Mon ica  @ L inco ln”
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

JEEP SPECIALIST
WE USE ONLY FACTORY

PARTS TO REPAIR YOUR JEEP.

WESTSIDE MOTORS
1453 Lincoln Blvd. (At Broadway) SM  (310) 395-3125

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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Employment

25 YR old SM publishing co. on 3rd 
St. Prom seeks FT administrator. 
Indep. worker. 2 wks vacation + 1 
at Christmas. Casual dress. Earn 
comp. time toward days off in sum-
mer! Paid health/parking. Strong 
MS Office/Excel. Graphics/Access a 
+. Make big difference in small, 
supportive office! $16-$18/hr doe. 
Fax resume to: 310-394-3539 or 
email to: service@entfored.com

CLEANROOM CLEANING positions 
available. Full time and part time. 
Evening work. Medical Benefits 
and 401K available. Starting be-
tween $9.50 and $10.50 hour. 
Looking for quality individuals. 
Must have good verbal/written 
skills. We will train. Interested 
candidates should apply at 1 
(888) 263-9886 or www.clean-
roomcleaning.com

ADVERTISING SALES
$$$ TOP COMMISSION $$$

Newspapers & Magazines, abundant
leads, 41/2 day Wk., friendly staff, all in-
house. Great Co. & track record, 50+
years in L.A.
www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm
and/or call: Paul, 213-251-9100, x-25

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway. 
Must be experienced. All shifts. Apply 
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway, 
SM. (310) 396-9898.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with back 
office experience. Santa Monica 
office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

DOCTORS OFFICE Clerical Position F/T 
Must multi-task well. Salary flexible 
depending on experience. Fax resume 
to 310-582-1223
ELECTRICIAN'S HELPER. Minimum 2 
years experience.  Must have own 
transportation. (310) 398-3850

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON
needed. Marina del Rey software 
company. Inside sales. No cold 
calling. Upselling existing custom-
ers only. Full time. 2+ years of 
consultative selling or software 
knowledge. Excellent pay plus 
benefits. Fax resume (310)305-
3645. email resume 
jonathan@buycheapsoftware.com

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSONS/
closers wanted. Earn $500-$1000 
daily from your home. Leads pro-
vided. Call Eugene at (323) 962-
2920.

F/T EXEC Asst. for Busy home based 
office in Palisades to manage all ele-
ments of support for 2 Execs, heavy 
computers. Email info@milestones 
inc.com $35K-40K/yr, NO calls.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR 
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

MENS FITNESS magazine photog-
rapher seeks in shape model with 
6 pack 18-20’s (310) 226-8411.

Employment

FUN AND Busy Brentwood mort-
gage and real estate office needs 
full and part-time assistants. 
Seeking smart and hardworking 
candidates. We’re open 9am-9pm 
M-Th and close at 6pm on Fridays. 
Please fax  or email resume and 
cover letter detailing why you’re 
well suited for the job. (310) 394-
5751, amcmailbox@yahoo.com.

HAIR SALON chair for rent in SM. 
Great location! Call Mary (310) 656-
2725
KENNEL ASSISTANTS for busy kennel. 
Part-time, weekends, AM/PM shifts 
available. $8.00/hr. Call (310) 838-
5599. Ask for Michael or Jaime.
MED. FRONT Office Assistant
Immediate F/T Front Off. opening
for busy, multi-doctor, private practice 
in beautiful Pac. Pal. Seeking mature 
minded person that has outstanding 
ability to organize, coordinate & follow 
through on details. Responsibilities in-
clude (not limited to) processing refer-
rals, authorizations, insurance eligibil-
ity, scheduling & greeting patients. 
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS, 
ability to muti-task, and excellent 
written & oral comm.  Please 
submit/fax resumes to (310) 453-
9047 or contact Laura at (310) 413-
6722.

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales per-
son in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-998-
8305 x83

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT, technical 
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for 
details. (310)478-0591.
PART TIME ADMIN. ASST.
Seeking a bright, energetic individual 
to perform clerical and bookkeeping 
functions, opportunity to learn many 
aspects of the commercial real estate 
business. Must be organized, self mo-
tivated and be able to multi-task. 
Must have experience in accounting/ 
bookkeeping, with QB/ MS WD/ EX-
CEL/ OUTLOOK knowledge. Please 
send resume to (310) 829-5525 (fax) 
or email resume to jobs@austinequi-
ties.com.

SALES
BEST Kept Secret in Sales
If you could sell a product that is 
needed by everyone, can survive 
any economic downturn, rewards 
success with bonuses and acco-
lades and offers an opportunity for 
advancement; would it be worth a 
five minute call? Looking for an 
outgoing, compassionate, motivat-
ed Funeral Sales Counselors to 
work in Santa Monica, Culver City, 
West LA area. No experience 
needed, we’ll train you. Call Enid 
Metz @ (310) 474-1579.  The 
more you think about it, the more 
it makes sense.

SALES-TILE/MARBLE SLABS
SM showroom. In/ out sales. Salary + 
commission. Need experience 
(310) 995-5136, Fax (310) 451-0085
SECURITY OFFICER needed. Malibu 
area. 2 positions available. Must have 
California Guard Card. (805) 385-
7100.

TELEPHONE ORDER ENTRY CLERK 
needed. Marina del Rey software 
company.  Full time. Some soft-
ware knowledge required. Excel-
lent pay plus benefits. Positive at-
titude a plus. Fax resume 
(310)305-3645. email resume 
jonathan@buycheapsoftware.com

THREE HAIR Stations For Rent. 
$125/week. 2106 Wilshire Blvd. Call 
Christine (310) 829-5944
WANT FINANCIAL freedom? Must 

Employment
be serious and motivated. No per-
sonal selling. (800) 995-0798.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (310)479-3054

Vehicles for sale
‘00 PASSAT WAGON $14,988. Silver, 
Mnfr, Clean, Leather (T2093) 800-
579-6047.
‘01 CAMRY CE $9,988. Auto, full Pow-
er, CD, Tilt C (Vin 035994) 800-579-
6047.
02 FORD Explorer XLT loaded, Leath-
er, CD, 20" chrome wheels, Show-
room condition w/only 28k $16,995 
will not last...Vin# c64964 (800) 406-
7782.
03 CHEVROLET Malibu. Silver/gray 
w/only 39k. Auto, pw, pdl, tilt, cc. 
$8995 Vin# 508675, (800) 406-7782.
‘03 FORESTER AWD $17,988. Pwr 
Pkg, Alloy Whls, 4Whl, ABS (Vin 
715331) 800-579-6047.
94 LEXUS ES300. One owner w/ only 
60k. Showroom, leather, mnroof, 
chromes and will not last. $11,995 
Vin# 027546, (800) 406-7782.
‘95 WRANGLER 4x4 $6,988. Black 
4x4, 56k Miles (Vin 223677) 800-
579-6047.
‘97 PASEO CONV. $6,988. Low Miles, 
Black, Economy (Vin 034713) 800-
579-6047.
99 CADILLAC Escalade Certified 
$19,995 showroom condition, low-
low miles, leather, cd, Bose, tow 
package & ready for the summer. 
Vin# 400721, (800) 406-7782 

99 RX300 4x4 loaded. Nakamichi 
sound, leather, moonroof, cd changer,
very clean pearl white RX. $17,995
Vin# 086274, (800) 406-7782

2002 Honda Accord
Black Auto Full Power 
$15995 vin# 005954

2003 Honda Oydessey
16k miles Full Power

Call For Price vin# 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles
$15495 vin# 303036

2001 Mitsubishi Montero
Sport  Full power Great first time car

$9995 vin# 044921

2004 Mitsubishi Spyder GT 
Silver/Black  Auto Full power

$19495 vin# 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer
Auto Full Power

$9995 vin# 047677

2001 Dodge Durango
Full Power 43k miles

$15995 vin# 512295

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Instruction
VIOLIN LESSONS in Malibu for all ages 
and levels. USC & Juilliard trained, 

Instruction
int’l competition winner (c) (213) 447-
0353.

Wanted

CHILDREN NEED FOSTER FAMILIES

Free Training • Financial Support
Adoption Opportunities

Specializing in ages 0 to 8 years of age
Servicios Bilingüe

Westside Children’s Center in Culver City
310-390-0551 www.westsidechildrens.org

WANT TO rent garage for classic auto 
within 6 blocks of Santa Monica Pier. 
(310) 395-3268
WANTED: FURNISHED apartment or 
small house for short term lease dur-
ing the month of August for couple. 
West Hollywood, Beverly Hills adja-
cent, or Westside preferred. Contact 
Chris (310) 587-2200.

For Rent
1220 S. Barrington Ave. West LA-Xtra 
Large 1 BR, 1 Bath with garden view, 
great, centralized location and private 
parking. Laundry rm, carpet, private 
entry, 1 year lease, no pets. $900 
(310) 396-4443x2002.

129 CLUBHOUSE Ave. Venice beach. 
Large, very private one bedroom, one 
bath historic craftsman style home. 
Great location close to parks, beach 
and commercial centers. Beautifully 
landscaped gardens, large front 
porch, fireplace and lots of charm. 
Wood floors throughout. One year 
lease. Call Jack at (310) 395-
4443x2002.
131 CLUBHOUSE Ave. Venice Beach. 
Large two-story historic craftsman 
style home. Great location close to 
parks, beach and commercial centers. 
Beautifully landscaped gardens, large 
front porch, fireplace and lots of 
charm. Second floor bedrooms with 
private balcony. Wood floors through-
out. One year lease. Call Jack at 
(310) 396-4443x2002.
2 BEDROOM/ 1 bath + den in Venice, 
2206 Brenta Place. Stove, dishwash-
er, carpet, balcony, laundry, intercom 
entry, garage tandem parking, no pets 
$1600 (310) 578-7512
2000 ALBERTA Ave. #22, Venice 
beach large 2 bedroom, 1 ba. gated 
parking. Close to beach and Venice 
Canals, quiet neighborhood, 1 year 
lease no pets. $1650. (310) 823-
0354.

2000 ALBERTA Ave. Spacious 1 BD, 1 
BA apt. with large courtyard and 
swimming pool. 4 blocks to the 
beach. Gated private parking, laundry 
room, quiet neighborhood. $1075. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310) 823-0354.

2000 ALBERTA Ave., Venice Beach 
large 1 bd, 1 ba apts. Upper unit in 
large courtyard and swimming pool, 4 
blocks to the beach. Gated private 
parking, laundry room, quiet neigh-
borhood. $1150. (310) 823-0354.

2447 31ST Street. Cute Sunset Park 
house. Very cozy, lots of charm and 
close to everything. Call now because 
it will go fast! One year lease. Will 
consider pets. Call Jack at (310) 396-
4443x2002.

2476 PURDUE Ave. Great freeway ac-
cess located on a quiet side street. 
Close to commercial centers and lots 
of charm. One year lease. No pets. 
Call Jack at (310) 396-4443x2002 
now for showing.

2641 RIVERSIDE Terrace. Very charm-
ing ground floor unit in garden setting. 
Great access and original floor plan. 
One year lease. Utilities included. Call 
(310) 396-4443x2002.
30 HORIZON Ave. Venice beach sin-
gle, great location. 1/2 block from 
beach, 1 year lease, no pets. $795. 
(310) 396-4443x2002.

For Rent
2643 RIVERSIDE Terrace. Sunny up-
per unit with garden view. Great ac-
cess and original floor plan. One year 
lease. Utilities included. Call Jack at 
(310) 396-4443x2002

2724 ABBOT Kinney Blvd., MDR adja-
cent. 2+2, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, Newer 
building with courtyard area, quiet 
neighborhood, laundry room, parking, 
1 year lease, no pets. $1200. 
(310) 578-9729.

2724 ABBOT Kinney Blvd., MDR Adja-
cent, 2+2, gated building with gated 
parking, AC, Newer building with 
courtyard area, quiet neighborhood, 
laundry rm, parking, 1 year lease, no 
pets. $1395 (310) 578-9729.

2724 ABBOT Kinney Blvd., MDR Adja-
cent, 2+2. Gated building with gated 
2 car subterranean parking, AC, New-
er building with courtyard area, quiet 
neighborhood, laundry, 1 year lease, 
no pets. $1550. (310) 578-9729.

36 ROSE Ave., Venice Beach Single, 
totally remodeled with hardwood 
floors and tile. New everything, must 
see to appreciate. 1/2 block to beach 
and close to Main Street. 1 year lease, 
no pets, no smoking. $950. 
(310) 396-4443x2002.

39 SUNSET Ave. Venice beach studio 
with ocean view in Tudor style build-
ing. Great location 1/2 block to the 
beach. All utilities paid. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310) 401-0027.
50 BREEZE Ave. Venice sunny 1+1 
one block from beach. Westerly view. 
Hardwood floors, full kitchen. Very 
charming, security building. 1 year 
lease, no pets. $1295. (310) 396-
4443x2002

8 UNIT building. 647 N. Hayworth Ave. 
#201. Spacious upper, washer/ dryer, 
A/C, refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, 
gas fireplace, secured building, se-
cured parking, blinds, wood/ carpet/ 
vinyl, balcony, good closets, close to 
shopping. Call (310) 877-3074

AWAY FROM the hustle and bustle of 
the city yet just 30 minutes to down-
town. 10825 Blix Street also features 
a sparkling pool. This stunning apart-
ment includes washer and dryer 
hook-ups, a tranquil courtyard view 
and lots of amenities. One year lease. 
Units 203 and 109. No pets. Call Dan 
at (818) 766-0759.
BRAND NEW totally renovated, high 
ceilings, oak floors, private rooftop 
patio, balcony, new bathrooms and 
kitchen, gated building, new land-
scaping and common areas. This unit 
and building is incredibly dramatic. 
One year lease, No smoking, No pets. 
2201 Ocean Ave. Call (310) 466-
9256.

ACTIVE ADULT LIVING
401 Montana Avenue

Under New Management.

Complete adult ambulatory living,
daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

BEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
519 Hill St. $1450

Upper 1 bed, utilities paid,
granite counters, near beach

& Main St.

419 Raymond     $1495
Lower 2 bed, hardwood, new
paint, near beach & Main St.

1045 6th St. $1550
Lower 1 bed, hardwood

floors, new kitchen & bath tile
floor, new fixtures & window

coverings

507 Raymond     $1900
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, office
granite counters, walk in

closet

1047 2nd St. $2100
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, wood
floors, dishwasher, stove,

fridge

WEST
LA/BRENTWOOD/PALMS

1721 Westgate, WLA, $650
Lower bachelor, fridge & hot-

plate fresh paint, laundry
room

3653 Keystone, Palms, $1550
Lower 3 bed, 2 bath, new
kitchen vinyl, fresh paint,

laundry room

649 Barrington, BW, $1600
Lower 1 bed, hardwood

floors, new vinyl, dishwasher,
pool

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

1214 Idaho #8
2 + 1 1/2 Townhouse
Granite, laundry room

$2275

PLEASE CHECK DETAILS OF 
THESE AND OTHER LISTINGS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

LA GROVE area. 6211 Orange St., Unit 
1. 2bdrm/1bath $1625.00. Lower, 
stove, fridge, hardwood floors, inter-
com entry, parking, no pets. Close to 
Farmers’ Market (310) 578-7512.

LADERA HEIGHTS, single, 4820 Slau-
son Ave., Unit 1 $650. Stove, fridge, 
carpets, blinds, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (323) 290-1694.
MAR VISTA $1500.00 2 bdrm/1 bath. 
Appliances, parking w/shared garage, 
Sm. Yard, NO Pets. 3573 Centinela 
Ave., Rear unit
MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #102. 
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C, 
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For Rent
intercom entry, gated parking. No pets 
$1400. (310) 578-7512

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621 
Braddock Drive $1300. 2 bdrm/1 1/2 
bath. Stove, blinds, carpet, 
washer/dryer hook-ups, patio, inter-
com entry, gated parking, no pets 
(310) 967-4471

MAR VISTA. Contemporary 2BD, 2BA 
with split floor plan, 2 fireplaces, 
modern appliances, control access, 2 
car gated parking. Will consider small 
pet with 1 year lease and extra depos-
it. Available mid-August. $1,650. 
(310) 396-4443x2002.

PACIFIC PALISADES, small guest cot-
tage, ocean view. Dog considered. 
Large garden, washer/dryer, garage. 
$2400/mo (310) 454-5656.
PALMS- 3346 S. Canfield Ave., Unit 
205 and 207. $900 and up, $200 off 
move in. Stove, blinds, fridge, carpet, 
laundry, intercom entry, no pets 
(310) 578-7512.
SANTA MONICA $1200/mo 
2bdrm/1bath. No pets. Refrigerator, 
stove, A/C, cable ready, parking. (310) 
395-RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1250/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, blocks to beach! Cat ok, 
parking, large closets, laundry, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1266/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. Lovely contemporary, 
North of Wilshire. Stove, carpets, 
laundry. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1450.00 2 bdrm/1 
bath. Appliances, parking, NO pets. 
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #16, Mgr.: Apt. 
#19
SANTA MONICA $1600/mo 
2bdrm/2bath. No pets. Refrigerator, 
dishwasher, patio, laundry, parking, 
fireplace, A/C (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1695/mo 
2bdrms/2baths. Spanish apartment, 
balcony, new carpets, parking, one 
year lease. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2200/mo 
3bdrms/2baths. No pets. Refrigerator, 
fireplace, laundry, split-level, parking. 
Charming, sunny. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2550/mo 
3bdrms/3bath. Refrigerator, balcony, 
hardwood floors, A/C, fireplace, quiet 
neighborhood, parking. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $775/mo 
bachelor/1bath. Guest apartment, pri-
vate entrance. North of Montana, near 
beach. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com
SANTA MONICA $900/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, cottage style. No pets. 
Hardwood floors, refrigerator, stove, 
courtyard (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com
SANTA MONICA Canyon $1200/mo 
Studio/1bath, 1/2 block to beach. Gor-
geous deck, amazing view. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Senior Bldg 4 blks 
to beach $525/mo 2 BR/2 BA 
shared by 2 seniors, 62yrs+, sec 
bldg, Call (323) 650-7988, M-F, 
9-5

SANTA MONICA, 1245 10th St. #11. 
2+1, large upper unit. Stove, carpet, 
blinds, laundry, parking. No pets, 
$1675. (310) 393-6322
SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/ 
1BA $1,500 Live on the Promenade 
with ocean views, Hardwood floors, 
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580
STUNNING 2bed/2bath home in very 
desirable Santa Monica location. This 
two story unit offers custom features 
and amenities, private parking for 2 
vehicles, full-size washer/dryer, spa-
cious private deck (25x25) + small 
yard, eco-friendly construction in a 
beautifully landscaped setting. One 
year lease, no pets. $3500/month. 
Call (310) 396-4443x2002

For Rent

TWO BEDROOM/TWO bathroom 
with patio. North of Wilshire Bou-
levard, one block from Montana. 
Quiet and beautiful neighborhood 
and building. Underground parking 
available. $1990.00. Call 
(310) 451-2178.

Houses For Rent
OCEAN PARK CHARMER/SANTA MON-
ICA HOUSE FOR LEASE. (310) 840-
6362. Recently Renovated Single 
Family House: Two bedrooms, One 
Bathroom. Approx. 700 sq. ft. Hard-
wood floors, Vintage Stove in great 
condition, New Refrigerator, New En-
ergy Efficient Washer/Dryer. Bright 
and Sunny Location located in Historic 
Ocean Park, West of Lincoln Blvd. 
Walk to Main St. and Beach. (.7mile!) 
Available immediately. One year 
lease. Will consider pets.

Roommates

I AM looking for a cool, laid 
back roommate to share my two 

bedroom apartment, which
is located one block from Monta-

na Ave. Large bedroom with 
private bath attached. Under-

ground parking included. 
Laundry on premises. 

Available Aug. 1, $1,000/month. 
Call (310) 365-1753 or email to

sack@smdp.com.

Commercial Lease
$1500. CHARMING, unique, one 
bedroom space, on residential sec-
tion of Montana Ave. Wood floors, 
fireplace, kitchen, air conditioning, 
full bath and lovely private patio. Ex-
cellent for artisan, writer, computer, 
composer. 22nd and Montana in 
SM. (310) 395-1767.

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private 
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/ 
A/C, 310-394-3645
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550 sqft office space. 3 
offices plus reception. $1250 
Nice decor. (310) 576-3433

VENICE BEACH, great office space lo-
cated 1 block from beach and 1/2 
block from Windward Ave. Approx 
1800 sq.ft. Concrete floors, exposed-
beamed ceilings, entrance with clear 
doughlas fir details, French doors and 
patio area with Bamboo. Available 
Now for Month-to-Month lease. 
$5300/mo. (310) 466-9256

Real Estate

DISTRESS Sale -
Bank

Foreclosures.
Free list

of Foreclosure
Properties.

Receive a free
computerized

printout.
Free recorded message

1-800-000-000, 
ID# 1042.

www.matillarealty.com 1-888-465-4534

Real Estate

A great place in which
to invest or retire.

For information on the
purchase or sale of

residential, commercial or
investement property
please contact:

Toll Free (800) 505-3989

Cell Phone (702) 496-3870

Office (702) 214-1400

Fax (702) 214-1404

FABULOUS

LAS VEGAS

MARTIN J. FELDMAN
Broker-Salesman for
Century-21 Express

&Buying
Selling

Brent
(brent@pwrhteam.com)

Thomas
(thomas@pwrhteam.com)

(310) 482-2015
Call us for any of your Real Estate needs.

We can make your dreams a reality

ThePowerhouseTeam

Thomas

Brent

Why Rent When
You Can Own?

Tell Your
Landlord

You’re
Moving.

Free list of properties available
with no money down.

Call Eric at (213) 393-4454
Cimax Home Mortgage

Storage Space
GARAGE FOR storage. All enclosed 
and locked. Easy access. $225/mo 
(310) 314-8005.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING & REJUVENATING
Removes Pain and Tightness

by the Ocean in S.M., 
then a walk on the beach

(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 

Massage
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, Swedish, 
Accupressure, Deep-tissue, Sports 
Massage, Reflexology. For apt call 
Tracy at (310)435-0657.

VERY CAPABLE Certified Massage 
Therapist available for outcalls. 
Reinvigorating, stress-eliminating 
Therapeutic Massage (Swedish/ 
Deep Tissue). Very Reasonable 
Rates. David (310) 488-8059.

Announcements

Business Opps

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
for international students arriving 
Jul/Aug. SM, WLA & other areas. 

COMPENSATION PROVIDED. 
310-469-1906

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 05 1157343 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as LA Boutique, Lib-
erty, Liberty Boutique, 4337 Marina City Dr., 
#947E, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292. The full name 
of registrant(s) is/are : Myriam Koppelmann, 4337 
Marina City Dr., #947E, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
This Business is being conducted by, an individual. 
Signed: Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious name or names listed 
herein.. /s/: Myriam Koppelmann
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County on . NOTICE: THIS FICTI-

TIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE 
YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRI-
OR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name statement in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 7/6/05, 7/13/05, 7/20/05, 7/27/05

Take control of your
weight & your life.

Factual Weight Loss
Free 30 day trial.

Enter code dailypress

w w w . f a t b u r n . c o m

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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1-877-33-FIX-IT
www.HandymanOnDemand.com

(1.877.333.4948)

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE
A professional painting contractor

License #809274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount
Available

Services

Get a free
surf video.
Private surf

lessons &
surf camp.

Learn from the best!
SMC Surf Instructor

(818) 990-7633 for reservations
matt@malibulongboards.com

malibulongboards.com

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Services
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Over 40,000 food
items that you eat.

We’ll count the calories.

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

w w w . f a t b u r n . c o m

Mester Carpet Cleaner
Shampoo Carpet • Stripper & Wax

Buffing Marble & Granite

Ask For Hani
24 Hrs/7 Days A Week

Fast Dry Guaranteed

Tel: 310-349-0222
Cell: 310-600-4339

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming, 
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael (310) 980-2674 

Services

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

24 hours a day
7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)
828-2233

You should call:

Services

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Computer Services
CERTIFIED MAC Tech. Repair/ Sup-
port/ Consulting/ Tutoring. (310) 
980-9254, macninjas@mac.com

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 

Computer Services
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Attorney Services

Law Offices of
Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil

Personal Injury
Criminal Defense

Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

1541 Ocean Avenue #200
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 458-1076
www.lawhashemi.com

• PERSONAL INJURY
• FAMILY LAW
• IMMIGRATION

We Speak Farsi & French

FREE
CONSULTATION

LAW OFFICES OF
MAJID HASHEMI

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

RRoobb’’ss  OOrrggaanniicc  CCaarrppeett  CCaarree
CClleeaanniinngg  yyoouurr  hhoommee  wwiitthh  ssaaffee,,  nnoonn--ttooxxiicc  pprroodduuccttss

SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa    331100--772299--22993311



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pacific Ocean Properties
2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica

310.392.9223

Wholesale lending through:

Pac West Mortgage
30 year fixed rates just reduced! Just 5.75!

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

Pre-Approval
in minutes!

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 5.75%
10 year/1 arm 5.625%

7 year/1 arm 5.5%
5 year/1 arm 5.25%**

3 year/1 arm 5%**
1 year/1 arm 5%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 4.25%
1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change

* As of June 21, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

*** Denotes Neg Am

Real Estate

Rob Schultz
Broker

LICENSED CALIFORNIA BROKER #01218743

• Over 300 banks approved
• Residential & Commercial loans
• 100% financing
• 30 years of experience
• Purchase or Refinances
• Expert loan consultations
• Lines of Credit
• CONSTRUCTION LOANS
• Apartment Buildings
• Timely performance

100% Finance Interest Only Loans
$650,000.00
1st - $520,000.00 @ 5.25%
$2,275.00 Per Month

2nd - $130,000.00 @ 7.75%
$834.00 Per Month

Total $3,114.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

$500,000.00
1st - $400,000.00 @ 5.25%
$1,750.00 Per Month

2nd - $100,000.00 @ 7.75%
$645.00 Per Month

Total $2,395.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

Pacific Ocean Properties announces the grand opening of its Newport Beach office!
601 East Balboa Blvd., Newport Beach CA 92661

Phone: (949) 675-0050     Fax:(949) 675-0051

1448 25TH ST., 3 UNITS
SANTA MONICA     $1,400,000

846 EUCALYPTUS DRIVE, EL SEGUNDO
$849,995

No Picture
Available

10610 VENICE BLVD. 4 UNITS 
LOS ANGELES     $949,500

2801 LA CASTANA DR
LOS ANGELES  $1,590,000

PRIME MULHOLLAND ESTATE WITH VIEWS

(PICTURED ABOVE)

SPECTACULAR PROPERTY!
1855 BENICIA, 3BD., 2BA., PLUS DEN,

THOROUGHLY REMODELED WITH VIEWS
Century City

BIDS START AT $1.1M


