
■ George Stanichuk, trying to con-
vince a Boston Herald reporter in
March of his innocence in his girl-
friend's disappearance, insisted that
the woman having previously gotten a
restraining order against him was not
telltale evidence: In fact, he said,
"every girl I've gone out with has put a
restraining order against me." And in
New Port Richey, Fla., in February,
Robert Scott Schwartz, representing
himself in a domestic violence hear-
ing, admitted that he had beat his girl-
friend for "a few minutes," slammed
her head into the stove, pulled her hair,
and stuck his thumbs into her eye
sockets, but nonetheless turned to her
in the courtroom and said, "I'm willing
to overlook a lot of things if you can
just get along with me."
■ In Albany, Ga., high school English
teacher Carla Murray, 32, resigned
after officials found a poem she had
allegedly written to one of her students
(among other notes that indicated an
affair between the two). The poem:
"The smell of your cologne mixed w/
sweat / The sounds you make while
(omitted in the Associated Press story)
/ The touch of your hands / There's
more, but I won't embarrass myself by
mentioning them."
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“I was the person in contact with all the
graffiti writers in New York, through

them, I had gotten into contact with the
Rocksteady Crew and other b-boys.”

– HENRY CHALFANT
STYLE WARS
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About to be fired

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II/Daily Press
Although it’s illegal, a group of Santa Monicans have amassed thousands of dollars
in fireworks. Police were reportedly called to the area, just north of Interstate 10, near
the Pico neighborhood on Sunday, where at least one person was cited. Apparently
the fireworks weren’t confiscated as the group planned to light the remaining M-80s,
bottle rockets, mortars, dynamite sticks and firecrackers Monday night.

Samohi loses two-thirds of its principals

BY JOHN F. MULLER
Special to the Daily Press

SMMUSD — The school district has undergone a
wide-ranging personnel shuffle in the weeks following
graduation, leaving parents concerned about the future of
education here and school officials scrambling to fill
positions.

Entering its second year of existence, Santa Monica
High School’s six house system lost four of its house
principals to jobs in and out of district and retirement,
officials said. The district has found replacements for
three of the four house principals. 

The district also found a new principal for Lincoln
Middle School — Kathy Scott. She will replace Hank
Harris, who stepped down as principal of Lincoln in June
to take an administrative post at district headquarters,
Superintendent of Schools John Deasy said. Scott was
the most qualified for the job as a long-time Lincoln
teacher and administrator, he added.

Mark Kelly, Patricia Flynn, Anuar Shalash and
Kathleen Martin are stepping down from their posts as
house principals at Samohi. Kelly will replace Mike
Mathews as the principal of Malibu High, Deasy said.
Kelly had been at Samohi for five years. 

The new system at Samohi divides students into dif-
ferent “houses,” in an effort to reduce class size and give
students more personalized instruction. 

Within three to five years, the houses should serve as
smaller communities within Samohi where teachers and
advisors will know their students and each other well.f Samohi. 

“Because of the redesign, we’ve gotten some really
great new people,” Straus said. “People are applying
here to become part of the cutting edge work we’re
doing. I think we’ve made some really great hirings.”

Wendy Waxgeller, long-time principal of McKinley
Elementary and an advisor at Samohi last year, will fill
one of three house principal positions, Straus said.

Schools to get
overhauled
with new
leadership

Local chapter of the League of
Women Voters kick starts 2004
election activities

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — It has less than 150
members, but its nonpartisan message
reaches thousands of Santa Monicans
every election year.

The local chapter of the League of
Women Voters kicked off its election-year
activities late last month with a forum for
potential political candidates on the
November ballot. Later this summer and
into the fall, the league will host a series of
educational forums and partner with other
groups to broadcast election information.

“During an election, voters very com-
monly will look to the league,” said Barbara
Inatsugu, president of the local organization.

A variety of powerful local women
spoke at the June 26 candidate workshop,

which was held at the Ken Edwards
Center downtown. Among the panelists
were former Mayor and City
Councilwoman Judy Abdo; school board
member Emily Bloomfield; Santa Monica
College trustee Carole Currey; City
Attorney Marsha Moutrie; Betsy
Rosenfeld from the Center for
Governmental Studies and City Clerk
Maria Stewart.

Born out of the suffrage movement 84
years ago, the League of Women Voters is
a national, nonprofit group with state and
local offices. Not just women belong,
though. Its 130,000 members and sup-
porters cross cultural and gender divides.

In Santa Monica, there are about 140
members, and each pays $55 in annual
membership dues, with discounts for mul-
tiple members from the same household,
officials said. Even with small grants
from other outside groups, including a
$1,000 contribution from City Hall, the
local chapter of the league commands an

A league of their own:
Voting group not just
for women anymore

See SCHOOLS, page 6See LEAGUE, page 7

“The main problem at Samohi is
there are too many kids.”

– NANCY NOVA
Local parent
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Others push you hard to get a job

or project done. What is true is how much you can
accomplish with perspective and a willingness to
revamp your approach. Realize that an expert,
especially one in efficiency, might fit the bill.
Tonight: If you must, bring extra work home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Your imagination is a source that

you often tap into. Why not do it one more time? In
fact, a partner appreciates the extra touch that you
add. Someone might be holding back some facts.
Loosen up this person. Tonight: A meeting or get-
together could be right up your alley.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Someone might be making a

play for you, wanting your attention. Enjoy the flir-
tation, or work with this person’s good will if he or
she is a co-worker. You might have difficulty with
funds someone owes you. Tonight: Happy at home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Your abilities save the day. You

also express an unusual perspective and gentle-
ness with someone you care about, possibly at
work. Take an overview if possible. You learn a lot
about those around you. Tonight: Out and about.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ Deal with finances by refusing to take

a risk or go overboard treating another. How you
see a changing situation at work might depress
you. Stay on top of work. Tap into your creativity and
think about ways to enhance your funds so that
they go further. Tonight: Go over your budget.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Your personality magnetizes oth-

ers, especially someone who makes a difference in
your life. Others appreciate your friendship, even if
you work with them. Don’t be hard on a kid or new
friend. Tonight: You’re top dog.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Don’t decide on your own, Leo

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★ The less said, the better. Extremes

motivate you, but your best action is no action. Do
research and search your feelings if need be.
What you might gain through reflection could
cause you to veer in another direction. Tonight:
Read a book. Relax to a movie. Play it easy.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Someone has strong feelings

about you. Be sensitive to this person and don’t
lead him or her down a path where he or she
might be very unhappy. Head for exactly what you
want. Success becomes your middle name.
Tonight: Where your friends are.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Take your bows. A boss or asso-

ciate cannot praise you enough. Your hard work
pays off in a big way. Laugh and enjoy yourself to
the max. Be delighted by all the approval. Use
good sense with finances. Tonight: Out late.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You could make a wish or vision a

reality. Back off and get a new perspective with
others. You also might want to gain a perspective
on a close friend. Yes, play amateur psychologist.
Understand rather than judge. Tonight: Flip
through some travel brochures.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Someone cannot do enough for

you. Think about what you need to do in order to
make a situation work. Others willingly help, even
if it means getting a loan or changing some insur-
ance plan. Check in with an accountant. Tonight:
Don’t make a decision on your own.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Others seek you out. You might

enjoy being with others too much to get any heavy
work done.A public appearance can only bring forth
more of what you want. Know that others envy your
persona and presentation. Tonight: Say “yes.”

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  pprroouuddllyy  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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Headed to the Twilight Dance Series
or an evening at the Bowl? Stop by

to pick-up your Open Air Meal to Go.

Poached Salmon in Lemon Dill

Curried Chicken Salad

Caramelized Onion & Gorgonzola Quiche

Spinach & Grilled Chicken Summer Salad

Cheese and Fresh Baked Dessert

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • TAKE OUT
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The Spirit of Old World

Mexico Comes to the Westside

12217 Wilshire Blvd in Los Angeles Tel: (310) 820-2540

Join us for a lively and
sophisticated mexican

dining experience.

“Best Mexican food”
– Angelino Magazine

2003

“Best Ethnic food”
-Bon Appétit

2003

Yucatan style lobster artichoke and mushroom 
mousse crépe served with a spicy papaya sauce

CREPA DE LANGOSTA YUCATECA

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  a  T w i s t

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Great Spot for Lunch

Sunset Grill
Come in and taste our:

FAMOUS COMBO SALAD
served on a bed of mixed greens 

and your choice of:
Duck Pate ❂ Penne Pesto w/ Crab
Chicken Curry and much more!

&
HOT & COLD 
SANDWICHES

PASTAS FROM 
ALFREDO TO ZITI



LOCAL

boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockerboardshop.com
info@rockererboardshop.com
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There has been some debate lately over
the perceived increase of graffiti in Santa
Monica. City Hall-sponsored murals,
which line walls throughout town, have
been the latest targets. 

Some people consider graffiti as art,
while many believe it’s nothing more than
vandalism. Its roots derive not from gang
activity, but from the hip hop culture when
individuals created it to express them-
selves.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Why can’t graffiti be considered an art
form, regardless of its illegality? Why
isn’t  it socially accepted?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses by Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll print
them in the weekend edition. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think about the wording of
your of response.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 5:07 -1.6 4:16 2.2 11:47 4.1 10:32 7.0

SUNDAY 5:54 -1.6 5:13 2.3 12:36 4.2 11:22 6.5

MONDAY 6:41 -1.1 6:16 2.3 N/A N/A 1:26 4.3

TUESDAY 7:28 -0.6 7:28 2.4 12:15 5.9 2:16 4.4

WEDNESDAY 8:14 0.0 8:51 2.3 1:13 5.1 3:08 4.6

THURSDAY 9:00 0.7 10:22 2.0 2:20 4.3 3:59 4.8

FRIDAY 9:48 1.3 11:47 1.5 3:44 3.6 4:48 5.0

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Look for a modest mix of SW swell and NW wind swell
today. The better exposed SW/combo breaks see knee- to
waist-high surf. Look for those waves to then slowly fade on
Wednesday.

We’ll also see some SSE swell later on Tuesday and through
Wednesday mix with the SW swell to reinforce surf in the
two- to three-foot range at the best exposed breaks. The
Southern Hemi swell mix will be on the way down on
Thursday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

66°
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It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world.

MENTION THIS AD RECEIVE 10%
OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

Farmer’s Market crash anniversary nears
By Daily Press staff

A ceremony will be held to remember the tragedies incurred and the lives lost in
the Farmers’ Market tragedy which occurred in downtown Santa Monica on July 16,
2003.

The Santa Monica Bay Interfaith Council will host the Farmer's Market
Remembrance Community Service on July 16 at 1:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church, located on Second Avenue and Arizona Avenue.

There also will be a non-perishable food drive to benefit the Westside Foodbank,
in lieu of flowers and other offerings.

The remembrance memorial site, where an elderly man drove through the
Farmers’ Market, killing 10 and injuring dozens of others, will be at Third Street and
Arizona Avenue from 9 a.m. on Wednesday, July 14 to Friday, July 16.

For further information, e-mail at SMBayInterfaithC@aol.com 

Disabilities complex recognized
By Daily Press staff

A nonprofit organization that created a new apartment complex in Santa Monica
for people with disabilities recently got a leg up.

The Westside Urban Forum honored United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Los
Angeles, Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties last month for developing the
Hacienda del Mar housing complex for people with disabilities.  

The oldest existing government building in Santa Monica, Hacienda del Mar was
designed as a county health facility more than 80 years ago. Through a partnership
with the city of Santa Monica, the Department of Housing and Urban Development,
and the local philanthropic community, UCP transformed the Hacienda del Mar into
an apartment complex for people with disabilities. 
Each year the Westside Urban Forum recognizes community development projects,
programs, policies and academic studies that demonstrate excellence in urban
development and community building.

The 2004 Westside Urban Forum award recipients also included the Lee Group
and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservatory.  

For more information about United Cerebral Palsy, visit www.ucpla.org, or call
(818) 782-2211.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

MYSTERY PHOTO WINNER
Patrick McGilligan is the winner of this week’s

mystery photo, which was taken in front of 14
Below and Over Under sports grill on Santa
Monica Boulevard and 14th Street. McGilligan has
won a gift certificate to Nawab, an Indian restau-
rant on Wilshire Boulevard. Check out the upcom-
ing weekend edition for this week’s mystery photo.

CORRECTION — The woman whose husband is serving in Iraq was
misidentified in the July 3-4 edition, and improperly described in the July 5 edi-
tion. Her name is Sonja Wilson and she lives in Santa Monica.
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Letting greed ring
Editor:

This Fourth of July brings sad faces to the residents of Santa Monica.  
Every weekend for a decade, a group of 40 residents join together for volleyball

and camaraderie at the Santa Monica courts in front of Perry’s Café. The grandest
day for these volleyballers is Fourth of July. They come in masses with food and
happy faces. Well, this Fourth of July the tax paying residents were denied access to
their beloved courts because the city of Santa Monica chose money over their citi-
zens. They sold all of the volleyball courts for the entire holiday weekend to a com-
pany for a tournament that lasted all day on Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  

It is absolutely ridiculous to turn your residents away on their favorite holiday.
Who wants to celebrate America when money is chosen over its people. Thanks so
much for the greed, Santa Monica. 

Jamie Szucsko
Santa Monica

Show a little compassion
Editor:

On behalf of Santa Monica’s homeless population, I humbly extend my deepest
apologies to the Santa Monica community concerning the death of the homeless
man at the YMCA, who had the termidity to die there instead of in the streets.

The police report the deceased was apparently the victim of an assault. By
whom? Skinhead neo-nazis? Drunks from one of the local bars? Just someone who
doesn’t like homeless people in general? It really doesn’t matter — just shame on
the victim for not crawling out onto public property before passing away. I’m sure
he’ll try harder next time.

Even here in Santa Monica, it is a rough life living on the streets every day won-
dering where your next meal will come from, if you’ll be hassled by the police,
where you’ll sleep at night, and if you’ll be safe sleeping there.  

Please forgive the homeless, they’re only human. Homeless people are attacked,
beaten and die. Some drink themselves to death. Homeless people do get ill and die,
neglected by society. Some simply give up hope and stop living.

If you must blame someone for Santa Monica’s homeless problem, don’t scape-
goat our City Council. Instead, blame our dear departed President Reagan who
closed mental facilities across the nation, forcing those in need of treatment to
receive it at their local clinic instead of a government run facility. Guess what —
there are no local clinics. If those who need and deserve treatment were to receive
it, the number of homeless would be cut by half and the number of antisocial inci-
dents would decrease tenfold.

Or blame President George Bush, whose policies have forced many Americans
into poverty and homelessness during the last four years while he spends billions
paying Haliburton to provide housing and social services to Iraq. Even full-time
American workers often cannot afford to keep a roof over themselves and their fam-
ilies. Many low paying starting-position jobs require a knowledge of Spanish but
not necessarily English.

Don’t lump all homeless into the same basket — each soul has traveled a differ-
ent road to reach the streets. Instead of whining, how about doing something posi-
tive to help them out of the abyss?

Ever wonder why public urination is such a theme among homeless bashers? It’s
because nearly all retail operations, including Barnes & Noble, have closed their
restrooms to the public, including the homeless. The human body is not designed to
just “hold it.” A few porta potties strategically placed where the homeless could use
them would go far towards relieving the problem of people relieving themselves.
And, speaking from experience, signs in languages other than English would help.

Kenneth McCrae
Santa Monica

Something to celebrate
Editor:

I would like to thank Santa Monica College for hosting such a wonderful fire-
works presentation on Saturday.

My husband and I had a great time, and we look forward to next year’s event.

Jan Keller
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I am sitting by the pool on this Fourth
of July holiday and watching my friends
partake in beer and barbecue. As I watch
the children swim in the pool and listen to
the adults talk about politics, I can’t help
but feel proud to be an American. On this
one afternoon, I am experiencing some of
the privileges of living in a free society.
My friends and I can sit by the pool and
criticize the government without fear of
repercussions. We can drive to the super-
market and find every kind of food item
imaginable. There is rarely a shortage of
anything and most items are reasonably
priced. Watching the children, I can’t help
but notice that they are healthy and preco-
cious — thanks to a world-class health
and educational system. Even my oppor-
tunity to enjoy a beer would not be possi-
ble in certain countries. 

With all the negative reports about this
country coming from certain media out-
lets and pundits, it’s easy to become disil-
lusioned with living in the United States.
But despite these “nattering naybobs of
negativity,” I still believe this is a great
nation, full of opportunity, and I feel
blessed to be living here.

In the spirit of Independence Day, here
are some of the reasons that I love
America.

I love America because:
■ Brave men and women have fought and
died to keep our country free.
■ We fight for what we believe is right.
■ We saved the world during World War
I, World War II, the Cold War, and now
we are fighting terrorists in Afghanistan,
Iraq, and wherever evil is found.
■ We have a Bill of Rights that protect
our civil liberties and freedoms.
■ Americans can speak their minds with-
out fear of being arrested, tortured, or
killed.
■ We believe that morality and liberty are
not mutually exclusive.
■ I can go to sleep at night without wor-
rying that a government death squad will
knock down my door and take me away
because of something I wrote in my
SMDP column.
■ I can have friends who are Asian,
African-American, Latino, White, Jewish,
Christian, Muslim, Catholic, Buddhists,

and Atheists.
■ A ‘C’ student can become President of
the United States.
■ A man married to a billionaire can run
for the presidency on a “I represent the
common person” platform.
■ I can visit the mountains, the beaches,
the desert, and the forest all in the same
weekend.
■ Our daughters can grow up to be any-
thing they want to be.
■ We created the Internet and can use it to
freely express our views and beliefs.
■ Our government gives billions of dol-
lars to other countries for humanitarian
aid.
■ You can start you own business without
needing government permission.
■ You can stand on a street corner and
speak your mind.
■ We hold peaceful elections without
needing the military to monitor the polls.
■ We are free to practice or not practice
the religion of our choice.
■ We are innocent until proven guilty and
are guaranteed the right to a trial by jury.
■ We have a separation of powers in our
government.
■ We have some of the best colleges and
universities in the world.
■ Capitalism, although it has its prob-
lems, works very well and has led to
unprecedented prosperity.
■ An ordinary person can lead an extra-
ordinary life.
■ Less fortunate families can work hard
to provide their children with a better life.
■ We have a law enforcement system that
is generally fair and just.
■ We have come closer to providing
equal rights for our population than most
other countries.
■ Despite the problems with paying for
health care, our doctors and medical tech-
nology is among the best in the world.
■ We create art for art’s sake and study
science for the sake of knowledge.
■ On any given night, I can attend dozens
of cultural events including a gay film fes-
tival, an Asian art exhibition, a Latino
street festival or a church choir perfor-
mance.
■ I can order chocolate Frappuccino
espresso latte on any street corner.
What do you love about living in
America? Send me your thoughts and I
will publish them in a future column.
Happy 228th birthday, America.

(Matthew Glasser can be reached by e-
mail at mediamatthew@yahoo.com)

Despite our problems,
America is still great

DOSE OF
REALITY

BY MATTHEW GLASSER

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest edi-
torials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to
publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed
to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest
editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

...PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA  90401

Or email: sack@smdp.com
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Santa Monica is a hotbed of activists.
People here like to rant and rave about
nuclear weapons, the homeless, President
Bush and anything having to do with the
City Council.

One of the things that people do not
realize about being a councilmember is
that they are the most important player in
the real estate game.  

Ask any developer who their greatest
competition is, and they are likely to say
it’s the City Council. For it holds the keys
to the kingdom of development.

Projects can be delayed in this city to
the point where they are not financially
viable, so the land goes unused. For
example, the old Pioneer Boulangerie
property on Main Street.  

Now I know the council will say it was
Architectural Review Board’s fault in
dragging the approval process on for
years. And the ARB will blame the plan-
ning department, and planning will blame
building and safety, and they will say they
take orders from the City Council.

But at the end of the day, after all the
buck passing, who gives a rat’s patoot. The
city is not reaping the positive rewards
from a proactive government at all levels.

The ARB should be thinking of ways to
accomplish the twin goals of allowing
development and maintaining the charac-
ter of the city.

Planning officials should be consider-
ing how to best accommodate the increase
in population.

The City Council should be facing the
reality that Santa Monica, like all other
beach communities, is going to be devel-
oped. One look up and down the coast at
any large city, and anyone can see that the

way of the future is bigger and denser.
Redondo, Manhattan, Hermosa, are all

gorgeous beach communities that have
systematically grown up. Yes they are
crowded, yes they are stupidly expensive,
but the reality is, if someone is willing to
pay for it, it is not overpriced.

The home we just bought in April is a
ramshackle, 864-square-foot home on a
7,100-square-foot-lot. We paid a stupid
amount of money for it. But we did so
because we have the land to expand to a
decent sized home.

The problem is that the home is locat-
ed in the R-2 zoned part of the city. This
means that we could theoretically build a
two-story apartment complex, or condo-
miniums on the lot.

Our goal is to build a 2,000-square-foot
home that we can entertain in, and have a
backyard.

Now the fun begins. Because we are
located in an R-2 zone, we must go
through the following process to get a
building permit. We start with plans at
Building and Safety. They tell me to safe-
ly assume a eight-week process for them
to review the plans. That’s two months of
waiting, while they review plans for a sin-
gle-family home on a huge lot.

Then, assuming they find the plans
acceptable, we have to go in front of the
Architectural Review Board, and that is
another eight weeks for them to review
the plans.

Finally, we go to plan check, which
takes between three and five months to
review the plans, and let us get back to
them if they have any modifications. And
they always do.

So in order for us to put a simple extra
15 feet on the back of our home, and add
a second story, it is seven to ninth months
of approvals.  

As a comparison, we spoke with the
Los Angeles Department of Building and
Safety. They said that a second story addi-
tion should take between four to six

weeks to be approved.
City Hall on the one hand wants to

limit development to maintain the unique
character of Santa Monica neighbor-
hoods, or so the agenda for May 11, 2004
says, specifically in Attachment A, sub-
section C, which reads, “The City Council
adopted this moratorium to provide the
city sufficient time to evaluate the effects
of this high rate of development and to
develop appropriate requirements and
programs to preserve the city's character,
diversity, and quality of life in this period
of drastic change.”

City Hall wants to preserve character.
This is a laudable cause, and one that I
fully support. But, as usual, with the law
of unintended consequences, by delaying
and frustrating the process for those, who
like me, want to develop a single-family
home, they are making it financially
untenable. My property is a prime condo-
minium development parcel. Anyone
other than my partner and I, would devel-
op it as condos, because City Hall is mak-
ing it so hard to build a home there.  

There is no reason why our second
story addition should take so long to get
an approval. But the fact that it is taking
so long made us consider developing con-
dominiums rather than a home.

The City Council wants less dense
development, so it should allow those
who want to keep air and light available to

have the ability to do so quickly.
Next Tuesday the City Council consid-

ers yet another zoning ordinance, (unless
it extends the existing ordinance again)
this one specifically exempts single-fami-
ly homes from the ARB process. The
council needs to know that residents want
homes developed, not apartments and
condominiums.

I have a vested interest in this. We can-
not move forward with an architect, a con-
tractor or a structural engineer until we
know what the codes are. I’ve spoken
with two members of the council. One of
them was very helpful, but suggested that
we wait to apply for our permits, because
the upcoming zoning changes could affect
the outcome for us. The other one, when
asked what the council is doing about the
process, said, “we have a consultant look-
ing into that.” Not hard to figure out who
I’d vote for again.

The truth is, we’re lucky. We have the
resources to wait, but if we didn’t, we
would have sold this home to a developer
and let condos be built. The reward we get
from the city is delays, delays, and an out-
side consultant “looking into” the situation.

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist). He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments. He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-9969).
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Waxgeller has 18 years of experience as a
principal. 

Craig Lewis and Tristin Komlos will
fill two of the other positions, Straus said.
Lewis has four years of administrative
experience in Riverside. Komlos comes
from Houston, where she spent three
years as a high school administrator.

The next round of interviews to fill the
last house principal seat will be held later
this month, Straus said. She stressed that
the selection process has included Samohi
students, parents, teachers and adminis-
trators.

Despite Straus’ reassurances, some
Samohi parents and students have
expressed concerns about the turnover
and in the house system.

“I have several children at Samohi and
most of my children and their friends do
not have a single class in their houses,”
Nancy Nova said. “If they do, it is one
class. This system was designed so the
teachers in your house could know you.
But if you do not have a class in your
house, how is that bonding supposed to
happen?”

Ava Tramer, a Samohi senior
expressed similar frustration.

“Everybody I know has not been
affected by it,” she said. “I think it proba-
bly affects lower classmen more. I didn’t
have any classes in my house. I can see it
being effective maybe for classes that
start in the future if they really look at the
problems and see how people are reacting
to it now. But for me and for the people I
know, it seems kind of like a joke some-
times, because there wasn’t really a house
feeling.”

Both Nova and Tramer expressed con-
cern with the turnover in leadership,
unsure how the changes could promote
personalization for a program still in its
infancy. Nova attributed the shortcomings
to the massive student body at the high
school, which is expected to be 3,500 stu-
dents next year.

“The main problem at Samohi is there
are too many kids,” Nova said. “Thanks to
our former Superintendent Schmidt,
whose policy was ‘come one, come all’
and it didn’t seem to matter where you
live. It seemed to be a matter of money....
The kids attending now are surely paying
the price for all those years we took
everybody.”

Straus said such complaints were just
the result of anxiety.

“Every time there’s change, people are
concerned,” she said. “I think people need
to understand that people have profes-
sional reasons for change. How can you
blame people for shortening their com-
mute, retiring or promoting? There’s
always change in personnel. People are
worried that we are going to continue to

hire good people and provide stability.
That’s what we’re doing.” 

There are many Samohi parents who
believe the house system is working.

“We felt that this year administratively
ran much more smoothly than we ever
remember it running before,” said Ping
Ho, who has had kids in the district for
nearly 15 years. Her daughter graduated
in 2001 and her son is currently attending
Samohi. “We always felt this year that we
had immediate access to our house princi-
pal and the immediate counselors ... any-
time we had problems at all, there was
always somewhere we could go immedi-
ately, unlike in the past, when we would
have to call and leave messages and listen
to recordings before we realized that we’d
left a message for the wrong person.

“I’m not worried. I think a lot of it
boils down to having faith in the adminis-
tration,” she said. “Change can be for the
better. The house system shows that
change can be for the better ... I think (the
change in house principals) could be a
really healthy thing.”

Karen Dickerson, a Samohi parent and
the president of the PTSA for the upcom-
ing year, agreed that the turnover should
have little effect. 

“I’m looking at the teaching leaders,
I’m looking at the student support advi-
sors,” she said. “Those are key positions.
Those are the people that need to know
their students. Yes, the house principal is
there, is overseeing. But I think the conti-
nuity will have more of an effect at a dif-
ferent level. As long as the concept is
there and the house principal is there as a
good leader and a moderator. That’s why
I’m not concerned.”

Mathews, last year’s principal of
Malibu High, will take over for Joe
Quarles as assistant superintendent,
superintendent Deasy said. Quarles
accepted an administrative position in the
Coast Community College District as the
district’s Vice Chancellor.

As for the principals leaving Samohi,
Flynn, who left the school last January for
personal reasons, took a principal position
in northern California. Straus said Flynn
wanted to move closer to her family and
return to elementary school. Steve
Cannell, who filled in for Flynn during
her absence, will take a teaching position
at Franklin Elementary next year. Straus
said Cannell’s position at the high school
was strictly an interim assignment.

Shalash chose to take an assistant prin-
cipal position closer to his home in
Whittier, Straus said. Shalash has had to
commute four hours each day during his
two year stint at the high school. 

Martin is retiring after 36 years in edu-
cation. The end of the 2003-2004 school
year marked the end of a two-year com-
mitment she made to the high school.

New principals will
come to school district
SCHOOLS, from page 1



annual budget of just $10,000.
That’s why collaborative partnerships

with neighborhood organizations and
other nonprofit groups are so important,
officials said. Perhaps the most visible
partnership the league enjoys is with City
Hall’s television station. City TV each
year is given between $33,000 and
$36,000 to disseminate election-year
information, Inatsugu said.

In conjunction with City TV, the league
will spend most of September taping and
producing interviews with interested can-
didates, at no cost to the candidates. Four
seats will be open on the City Council this
November, and three seats on both the
local school and college boards, as well as
two seats on the Rent Control Board. The
field of possible contenders already
includes several veteran community
activists and civic leaders. 

But the league won’t be taking sides,
officials said

“We are a nonpartisan, nonprofit orga-
nization,” said Inatsugu, a former league

president at the state level. “We are not
allowed, by law, to take positions on can-
didates. We don’t even take positions that
would give the perception of support of a
candidate. There’s a strength to having at
least one organization who does not take a
position, but devotes a tremendous
amount of energy to getting the voices of
all candidates out.”

League officials pride themselves on a
broad base of support in Santa Monica
and count among league members numer-
ous civic and community leaders, male
and female, from local governing boards
and commissions.

“I don’t think one could overstate the
importance of the League of Women
Voters in Santa Monica elections,” Mayor
Richard Bloom said. 

“There’s no question in my mind —
coming from one that’s been involved in
four elections, both successful and not
successful,” Bloom added. “They
absolutely play an important role. They
are the only neutral organization to pro-
vide information to the public.”

In addition to the City TV segments,
league officials will be working with local
chapters of the Parent Teacher Association
to hold forums at various schools, some-
thing they’ve done for several elections.
The group also will meet with leaders at
St. Anne’s Church and hope to stage a
bilingual candidate forum. Additionally,
Inatsugu plans to partner with various
neighborhood groups and other nonprofit
organizations — though the league will
not join with the local chamber of com-
merce this year, because the chamber has
formed a political action committee and
will be endorsing candidates.

Though it strives to remain nonparti-

san, the league has been criticized at times
by people on the opposite side of whatev-
er issue it takes a stance on. But Inatsugu
said those criticisms usually are short-
lived and lack merit.

“In terms of the kinds of positions that
we take on issues, our positions last over
time,” she said. “What we have found is
that our stand will remain consistent with
our position over time. The environment
around us may change. So, sometimes the
league has been accused of being on the
side of the conservative party or on the side
of the liberal party, depending on the envi-
ronment around us.”
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State of the Heart Fitness offers:
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League plans to host a variety of political forums
LEAGUE, from page 1

“I don’t think one could overstate the
importance of the League of Women Voters in

Santa Monica elections.”

– MAYOR RICHARD BLOOM
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What parent doesn’t want the best for her child? What
parent doesn’t want to protect his child from the same
painful struggles he had to face as a child? What parent
doesn’t want to make life easier for her son or daughter?

But could this strategy actually backfire? Yes.
Goodhearted well-meaning parents sometimes, unknow-
ingly, raise helpless teenagers.

How do we know this? My colleagues and I recently
conducted a study with college students who were
overindulged as children. Mostly college freshman ages
18-19. We found some startling things. In particular, par-
ents who overindulge, were over-loving by giving their
children too much attention — ones who didn’t require
chores or enforce rules — raised teenagers who believe
that they are helpless, incapable young adults.

The more parents overindulged their teens as children,
the more the teens ascribed to the following self-defeat-
ing thoughts:

■ I am incapable of dealing with most of life’s prob-
lems.

■ I give up on new things if I am not successful.
Teens whose parents were over-loving and gave them

too much attention when they were growing up, also
accept as true the following dysfunctional beliefs: 

■ People will not respect me if I do not do well all the
time.

■ It is a sign of weakness if a person asks for help.
■ It is best to give up on your own interests in order

to please other people.
Our sample indicated that parents who didn’t expect

their children to do chores when they were growing up,
the more likely they believed in dysfunctional thinking: 

■ There is little point in doing it at all if you cannot do
something well.

■ It probably indicates that he does not like me if

someone disagrees with me.
■ If a person I love doesn’t love me I am nothing.
Finally, the more our college age sample said parents

did not enforce rules when they were growing up, the
more likely they accepted the following self-defeating
thoughts:

■ I soon give up if I am not initially successful when
trying to learn something new.

■ I stop trying if I can’t do a job the first time.
■ I have problems because I cannot get down to work

when I should.
When parents overindulge they unknowingly train

their children to become helpless, and as a result, these
overindulged children will have greater difficulty in
reaching future vocational, educational, and monetary
goals.

Don’t give up hope. It is never too late to make adjust-
ments in your parenting. Difficult, but not too late. Focus
on one thing at a time and make small changes. When
you hit resistance, which you will, be firm and resolved
because after all, you want what is best for your children.

Tips for parents:
■ Gradually give your teens freedom appropriate for

their ages.
■ Encourage your teens to solve their own problems.
■ Teach your teens to do chores and expect them to

complete them.
■ Agree on a set of rules and enforce them.
■ Decide which of your rules are negotiable and

which are nonnegotiable.
To participate in a new study on overindulgence and

parenting styles log onto our Web site at www.overindul-
gence.info.

(David J. Bredehoft Ph.D., Jean Illsley Clarke Ph.D.,
and Connie Dawson Ph.D., are co-authors of “How
Much Is Enough? Everything You Need to Know to Steer
Clear of Overindulgence and Raise Likable, Responsible
and Respectful Children — From Toddlers to Teens.”
Bredehoft chairs the social and behavioral sciences
department at Concordia University in St. Paul, Minn.
and can be reached at bredehoft@csp.edu. To read more
about overindulgence go to www.overindulgence.info).

Recipe for raising helpless teens
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How Much
Is Enough?

By David J. Bredehoft Ph.D.

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call Kitty at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
SATURDAY, JULY 10TH  
SING-a-LONG SOUND OF MUSIC at the
Hollywood Bowl
This sensation returns to the Bowl!  Join in the
costume parade, boo the villans, cheer for the
Captain and Maria and, best of all, sing your
heart out to some of the most memorable
songs ever on a newly restored print with dig-
ital sound. Sure to sell out so get your tickets
now!  Hosted by Melissa Peterman, featuring
The Singing Nuns.
Pre-show: 6:00 p.m., Movie presentation:
8:00 p.m. Call 323-850-2000 or visit
www.hollywoodbowl.com on the web for more
info.

WEDNESDAYS in JULY – MS. BETSY’S STO-
RYBOOK TREE 
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Meet the new school on the
block!  The Delphi Academy is sponsoring a
free storytime for children ages 3-8, featuring
quality children’s books and a craft activity.
Parents can join their children or take advan-
tage of the EARLY READING WORKSHOP for
PARENTS in the room next door. 1610
Broadway, 526-2700.

THE MAGIC of MUSIC for CHILDREN – THE
DELPHI ACADEMY
Children will share in the fun they create with
Grammy award-winner David Spear. Call 526-
2700 to schedule a time and date. 1610
Broadway.

SUMMER CAMPS, SWIM and COMMUNITY
CLASSES offered by the City of Santa Monica.
The city provides children of all ages with a
variety of recreation enrichment activities
including camps, sports, dancing, crafts and
yoga. For details pick-up a brochure at Joslyn
or Reed Park, or call 458-2239.

SUMMER SOUNDS at the HOLLYWOOD BOWL 
Mondays, 10:00 and 11:15 a.m. shows. This
program introduces kids to a variety of musi-
cal styles and cultures. Ages 3 – 10. Shows:
$5 per person, $30 a series. After the perfor-
mance, kids can get creative in the Fine Arts
Outdoor Studio - $3 per child.
2301 Highland Ave., LA, 323-850-2000.

PARENTING WORKSHOP – Falling in Love and
Staying in Love with your Kids
Saturday, July 10, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Skirball Cultural Center, LA.
Register now for this parent training course
conducted by Connie Lillas Ph.D. MFT, RN, par-
ent, nurse, marriage, family and child therapist
and psychoanalyst. Keynote Address by Mary
Hartzell: Raising a Child to Thrive – It’s All
About Relationship. To register call 888-992-
9199 from 7:30 a.m. – noon. Limited to 175
people, first come/first served.
$40 includes training, parking, coffee and
lunch.

TUESDAY 

Movies for Moms!  
“Spider-Man 2”, starring Tobey Maguire,
Kirsten Dunst and James Franco.
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd St.

Promenade – for Moms and babies newborn –
1 year old. Doors open early for socializing
and getting comfortable.
www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms.

Storytelling
Main Library 
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00 & 10:30
a.m. thru August 17. For 2  year olds with
adult.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m., June
22 – Aug. 10. Six-week series in Spanish for
24 – 36 month olds with adult.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, June 22 – Aug. 10. Six-
week series for babies 0-24 months, co-spon-
sored by the SMMUSD Infant and Family
Support Programs.
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing pro-
gram for 3-5 year olds.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
– 310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30. Music,
rhymes and stories for 24-36 month olds with
adult. Next session is July 27 – Aug. 31,
required registration begins July 14th.
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
Themes change weekly; for ages infant to 3.
11:00 a.m. 116 North Robertson, Plaza A, LA.
310-358-2500, www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6. 10:00 a.m. 189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Summer Activity Programs at the Montana
Branch Library, 1704 Montana Ave.
Tuesdays thru August 10th at 2:30 p.m. (no
program Aug. 3rd).
Programs are approximately 45 minutes,
appropriate for ages 4 and up.
July 6th – “Home on the Range” – stories of
the Old West; make a paper patchwork quilt.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free
for members, non-members $90 for 10 class-
es. (also Thursday nights 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Itsy-Bitsy Yoga at Ocean Oasis Day Spa,
1333 Ocean Ave.
Tots (crawling to 24 months) – 10:30 –
11:30 a.m.; Babies (6 wks. to pre-crawling) –
11:30 – 12:30 a.m. On-going 6-week series;
$120. Pre-register at 458-8190; visit
www.khefri.net for more info or contact khe-
fri@earthlink.net.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11 a.m.;
Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd, at
the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-6711.
Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.; Post
Partum Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and workout

at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-826-
5774 - no pre-reg required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Storytelling
The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge – 1630
Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m. Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee shop.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m., June 23
– Aug. 11;  six-week series for 3-5 year olds
with adult.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:00 & 10:30 a.m., for children
ages 0-2. Next session begins July 21st.
Toddler Story Time – 11:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds. Next session begins July 21st.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
–392-3804.
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 – 7:30
p.m. Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2 pm
– ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-3444.

Summer Activity Programs at the Ocean
Park Branch Library, 2601 Main St.
Wednesday, July 14th and 28th at 2:30 and
3:00 p.m. Tickets are required and must be
picked up on day of program.
July 14th – “Come and Get It” –
Chuckwagon stories for cowboys and cow-
girls; ages 4 and up.
July 28th – “Comic Cowhands” – stories and
puppet show with Mr. Jessie and Lester, ages
3 –7.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11 a.m.;
(infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m.. Pre-natal yoga –
11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean Avenue,
458-8190. Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle Flow –
5:30 – 6:45 p.m. Private sessions available;
call Kate Thomas, RN – 408-1717

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774, no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483, 1255
2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations suggested

THURSDAY

Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-9590

10:30 a.m. Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4.
Main Library – Reed Park
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00 a.m.;
thru Aug. 19th. For 2 year olds with adult.
Preschool Story Time at Reed Park; 10:30
a.m.; thru Aug. 19th. For ages 3-5.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Toddler Story Time – 10:30 a.m; June 24 –
Aug. 12; for ages 2 –3.
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m. Spanish sto-
ries, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds.
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
– 310-392-3804.
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m. ,next session
July 8 – Aug. 12. 6-week series for babies 0-
24 months, co-sponsored by SMMUSD Infant
& Family Support Program.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-
members $90 for 10 classes. (also Tuesdays at
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and  7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11 a.m.;
Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd, at
the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-6711.
Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.; Post
Partum Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and workout
at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class
free, $10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 4-8
months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

July 8th - Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) 10 a.m., Sullivan Canyon, 13500
Bayliss Rd, West LA.
Reservations required - 310-998-1151 or
www.childrensnatureinstitute.org

FRIDAY

La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista – meets
the 2nd Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
Call 310-390-2529 for info. (next meeting May
14)

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45 p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 – Mommy
& Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11 a.m.; (infants
only) – 1 – 2 p.m.. Pre-natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. –
12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean Avenue,

458-8190. Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle Flow –
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.; Yoga for Fitness – noon –
1 p.m Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717
Prenatal Breath and Movement – a
Continuum Movement and Yoga-based pro-
gram designed to support women through var-
ious sound and movement explorations that
celebrate pregnancy and labor as powerful
rites of passage. 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
With Deborah Raoult at the Continuum
Studio, 1629 18th St., #7. For more info call
625-3739, www.openskymovement.com.
$108 for a six-week session.

July 9th - Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) 10 a.m., Temescal Canyon, 15601
Sunset Blvd., Pacific Palisades.
Reservations required - 310- 998-1151 or
www.childrensnatureinstitute.org

SATURDAY

Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World, 10580 1/2 Pico Blvd,
LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve, Pacific
Palisades – 10:30 a.m. – 454-4063.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal Yoga,
Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040, www.santa-
monicayoga.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Prenatal yoga – 9:15 – 10:45 a.m., $13
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd. at
the Dance Factory, West LA, 394-6711;
Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.; Post
Partum Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and workout
at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean Avenue,
458-8190. Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle Flow –
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.; Yoga for Fitness – noon –
1 p.m. Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

Other
Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids of
all ages, at the Santa Monica Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m.
thru Sept. 26, $12 adults, $10 kids ages 12 &
under. 394-9779 ext. 1 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for matinee.
Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Family Fundays at the Will Geer Theatricum
Botanicum (also Sundays)
Ages 4 and up, 11:00 a.m., $8, 1419 N.
Topanga Blvd., Topanga Canyon, 310-455-
3723.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for a
Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The Pump

Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -
10:00 – 11:30 a.m., $12 fee, led by Ilka
Sternberger, certified lactation educator. Call
826-5774 for more info.10:00am

SUNDAY 

Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids of
all ages, at the Santa Monica Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m.
thru Sept. 26, $12 adults, $10 kids ages 12 &
under. 394-9779 ext. 1 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m. –
1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean Park
Blvd. Pony rides, live music, lots of vendors
and great family socializing.
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Family Fundays at the Will Geer Theatricum
Botanicum (also Saturdays)
Ages 4 and up, 11:00 a.m., $8, 1419 N.
Topanga Blvd., Topanga Canyon, 310-455-
3723.

MONDAY 

Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park, 9:30
a.m., thru July 26th. Ages 0-24 months with
adult in conjunction with the Infant and Family
Support program of SMMUSD.
“Family Connections” is on summer break.
Check back here for the fall start-up date.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804.
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m., next
session is July 12 – August 16.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class
free, $10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4
months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for pre/post-
natal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133. www.yoga-
gardenstudios.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11 a.m.;
(infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m.. Pre-natal yoga –
11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean Avenue,
458-8190. Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle Flow –
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.; Yoga for Fitness – noon –
1 p.m. Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717
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BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

MODOC NATIONAL FOREST,
Calif. — Lucky Sunshine Day says he
arrived at this year’s Rainbow Family
Gathering “a moon cycle ago,” measuring
time much as he has the 20 years of his life. 

He spent much of his youth traveling
aboard a Rainbow bus with his parents,
Flower and Two Rock. To reach this
year’s Gathering, he hitched a ride deep
into the woods of Northern California. 

“It’s about love, it’s about community,
it’s about family,” he said. “We’re here to
restore the earth to its natural state.” 

This year’s annual peace Gathering got
off to a bad start when one participant beat
another nearly to death with a shovel for
driving too fast through a campground. 

The early violence was an aberration
for an event where violations generally
involve recreational drugs, occasional
nudity or an unleashed dog, said partici-
pants and law enforcement officials, who
have had a running 30-year dispute over
policing the event. 

The counterculture festival reaches its
high point Sunday when more than 16,000
self-described hippies from at least 40
states and eight nations are expected to
hold hands in a circle, silently praying for
world peace from dawn until noon. 

Twenty years ago the Rainbows hitch-
hiked and shared rides in peace buses and
Volkswagen vans to these same lovely
hills and meadows tucked in the Modoc

National Forest, 26 miles over rough
gravel roads from the tiny town of Likely.
The pilgrimage more than doubled the
population of Modoc County, hidden in
California’s remote northeast corner. 

Though the Gathering officially is July
1-7, some of the “road dogs” had been in
the area for weeks, helping find and set up
the camp, and will spend weeks more
cleaning up. The later arrivals were just as
likely to arrive in Audis, Volvos or sport
utility vehicles, “weekend hippies” who
had pulled out their tie-dyed T-shirts and
Grateful Dead stickers for the occasion. 

“You find a vast segment of society
here, from lawyers to people who are liv-
ing on the street trying to get along,” said
Happy, 46, who like most participants
gave only his Rainbow name. 

“Everybody with a bellybutton is a
Rainbow. Some people just don’t know it
yet,” said Sarieah, cradling her 2 1/2-year-
old daughter Zakiaya on her hip. 

For some, the event is a religious expe-
rience. 

“While other people are shooting off
fireworks, we’re praying for world
peace,” said Faith, a 29-year-old midwife
from Texas. “My hair is standing on edge
just thinking about it.” 

For others, the annual Gathering is a
party in the woods. 

Marijuana is omnipresent, though alco-
hol is discouraged. The reason is that
thousands of drunken hippies are a riot
waiting to happen, while thousands of
stoned hippies are merely mellow,

explained Glowing Feather, a Vietnam
veteran who has been a Rainbow since the
first event in 1972. 

Though donations are accepted, the
food is free, served communally at
kitchens each with their own specialty:
organic food, vegetarian, vegan, Hare
Krishna fare, coffee, even a bakery — the
only place where drumming was discour-
aged because the cakes might fall. 

Elsewhere, as the full moon came up
the drums came out, filling the woods with
a hypnotic tribal beat. Rainbows consider
themselves a tribe, or a gathering of tribes,
and have drawn much of their language
and tradition from American Indians. 

Yet their choice of a site drew protests
from the Fort Bidwell Indian Community
Council, which worried diggings of latrines
in particular would harm ancestral artifacts. 

The U.S. Forest Service has been trying
to regulate the Rainbows’ activities since
the first Gathering in 1972, but only since
last year has it succeeded in issuing the
group a group-use permit for what previ-
ously had been officially illegal events. 

The Rainbows have no leadership, only
unofficial elders and organizers, and decide
everything by consensus at council meet-
ings. Most refuse to acknowledge they need
a permit to freely assemble on public land. 

"Whenever there’s a problem, we deal
with it. We call the sheriff,” said Kalif, the
head gatekeeper. “They spend an enor-
mous amount of money for no purpose, to
harass Americans camping in the national
forest for the Fourth of July — what’s
more American than that?” 

Kalif turned in his longtime friend,
Harry “Hugs” O’Neill, 47, of Whitehorn,
on June 22 after O’Neill allegedly used a
shovel to smash the windshield of a pick-
up truck and beat the vehicle’s two occu-
pants. O’Neill remains jailed on felony

assault and battery charges. 
By Saturday afternoon, there had been

11 arrests, most for interfering with a
police officer. 

Christopher Witcher, 47, of Roan
Mountain, Tenn., nearly died from
injuries that included a punctured lung,
ruptured spleen and head injuries, police
said. Kelly Cook, 44, of Brosnan, Texas,
suffered a head wound but later returned
to the Gathering. 

The hostility between law enforcement
and Rainbows echoes from the ‘60s, with
both sides well practiced at their roles. 

A half-dozen Rainbows held hands and
sang “Give Peace a Chance” as Forest
Service rangers on horseback with riot
batons and bulletproof vests enforced an
order that one kitchen be moved because
it was within 300 feet of a waterway. 

Sheriff’s deputies and senior Forest
Service officials said the event was going
smoothly with the grudging cooperation
of most Rainbows. 

The Forest Service has budgeted
$720,000 for a National Incident
Management Team to oversee this year’s
event in much the same way the service
would react to a large wildfire, though
overall costs will run much higher. 

The impact on Modoc County has been
minimal, officials said, aside from extra
patrols and placing portable toilets where
they can be used by Rainbows headed to
or from the Gathering. 

Rod Weed, who with his wife owns both
The Most Likely Cafe and the Likely
General Store, two of the nearest town’s
three retail businesses, hired eight extra
employees and ordered more groceries to
handle the rush. Rainbow organizers
offered to fix any problems he might
encounter, as they did the last time in 1984,
the last time they were in Modoc County. 

BY ADAM GOLDMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

LAS VEGAS — The Las Vegas mono-
rail is back on track for a scheduled July
15 opening after nearly six months of
costly delays during which engineers
worked out various kinks that threatened
the rail system’s reliability. 

“This has been a very difficult time for
us,” said James Gibson, chief executive of
Transit Systems Management, the private
company that will operate the monorail
for the nonprofit Las Vegas Monorail Co. 

“We needed to ensure the system was
reliable and safe,” he said Tuesday. 

Gibson said the $650 million monorail
was supposed to begin running Jan. 20 but
a drive shaft problem and later software
glitches pushed back the starting date. 

The four-car trains were stopping
unexpectedly between stations, train
doors were not opening properly when
pulling into the stations, and the trains
weren’t maintaining the proper distance
between one another, he said. 

"None of those things suggest we have
a lemon,” Gibson said. “It was just a mat-
ter of staying after it and figuring out the
cause.” 

The delays cost Canadian manufactur-
er Bombardier Inc. and project partner
Granite Construction Co. of Watsonville,
Calif., about $85,000 a day in construc-
tion penalties. Bombardier built the
monorail cars. 

The monorail stills needs a certificate
of operation before it can begin shuttling
people, said Ron Lynn, head of the Clark
County Building Division. The certificate
could be issued in the next several days,
he said. 

The monorail will run 3.9 miles on a Z-
shaped route that links seven stations,
including one at the Las Vegas
Convention Center. Walker said it could
take a passenger under 14 minutes to trav-
el behind some of city’s largest hotel-casi-
nos from one end of the Las Vegas Strip to
the other. Fares are $3 for one-way trips. 

The monorail is being built in three
phases and is expected to be extended to
downtown Las Vegas and later to the air-
port. 

Las Vegas hosts about 35 million visi-
tors a year, including 5 million convention
delegates. Project officials predict 19 mil-
lion people will ride the monorail a full
year after it opens. 

Counterculture ‘Rainbow Family’ gathers for peace

Vegas monorail to open
July 15 after nearly six
months of ‘costly’ delays 
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BY ALLISON LINN 
AP Business Writer 

SEATTLE — For years, Richard
Thompson tried everything, but he could-
n’t get anyone at Microsoft Corp. to reply
to his e-mails. 

Thompson isn’t a nagging wannabe
employee or a deranged computer geek.
He’s the chief executive of a company that
sells Microsoft products to other compa-
nies. Even so, for years, “We couldn’t
seem to find someone to explain to us how
to join that merry band at Microsoft.” 

Things have improved recently for
Thompson’s Surrey, England-based
TVision Technology Ltd., and it’s not a
coincidence. 

As Microsoft enters more competitive
markets and faces increased grumbling
over its litany of security flaws, the com-
pany is trying what — for it — is an
unusual tact: paying more attention its
customers. 

Yes, it sounds obvious. But even some
at Microsoft concede that when you’re the
world’s largest software company it’s
easy to lose focus. That is, until your cus-
tomers start to balk — and look to other
options, such as cheaper Linux-based
technology. 

Kevin Johnson, Microsoft’s group vice
president in charge of sales and market-
ing, says the company realized about two
years ago that it had significant customer
satisfaction problems. 

Computer viruses targeting vulnerabil-
ities in Microsoft software were clogging
computer networks, sometimes even shut-
ting down businesses for days. Updating
Microsoft products to ward off attacks
was onerous, costly and time-consuming. 

Amid a weak economy and tight cor-
porate budgets, customers complained
that some of Microsoft’s latest technolo-
gy, the cool factor notwithstanding, was-
n’t helping solve real workaday problems.
The image-tarnishing antitrust cases
against Microsoft didn’t help either. 

Such factors fed interest in competing
technology, led by the Linux operating
system. Proponents say such open source
software is cheaper to run and less of a
target to security threats because the
underlying code — and any improve-
ments — are freely shared. 

Johnson says Microsoft’s decision to
completely revamp the way it deals with
customers is just beginning to pay off. 

One big customer complaint was sim-
ple logistics: there were no good systems
in place to respond to difficult complaints
— or even to track whether a number of
customers were having the same problem. 

So Microsoft created a sort of heat map
to track which problems are systemic and
which are individualized, and it devel-
oped a response system to more efficient-
ly route questions to the appropriate busi-
ness units. 

With security complaints, employees
took things a step further. They set up
phone trees so key people could respond
to threats quickly, and they ran middle-of-
the-night drills. In a specially designated
situation room, the company can now
track security threats much like a chemi-
cal company might monitor a toxic spill. 

Microsoft also says it is talking more to
customers about what changes they want
to see in software. 

For its latest small business server
product, Johnson sent Microsoft employ-

ees to spend time at small businesses and
report back on what improvements were
really needed. 

“The whole thing about driving satis-
faction, it’s not just a tag line, it’s not just
a slogan,” Johnson said. “We’ve really re-
engineered the company to enable us to
serve the customer.” 

Many analysts say it’s too early to tell
whether Microsoft’s efforts will produce
results, though they credit the company
for its work on meaningful security
improvements. 

Even so, some analysts say security
problems linger as an issue. 

"Frankly, that gets in the way of a lot of
discussions Microsoft might have with
customers,” said Al Gillen, an analyst
with IDC. 

In some ways, Microsoft has become a
victim of its own success. Its huge and
pervasive presence in the technology
world may comfort some, but it’s a
turnoff to others. 

The city of Paris recently said it would
consider using open source software
rather than Microsoft products for a near-
ly $200 million upgrade to its obsolete
systems, prompting Microsoft France
chief executive Christophe Aulnette to
say the company might cut prices. 

French officials say the choice will
come down to security issues and how
open the two systems are to upgrades. But
they also concede that political pressure
to move away from Microsoft’s domi-
nance may be a factor. 

The governments in Brazil and
Munich, Germany, also have embraced
Linux in a big way. 

Michael Cherry, an analyst with
Directions on Microsoft, thinks some of
Microsoft’s efforts to improve customer
relationships are a response to the percep-
tion that the Linux community is more
open and collegial while Microsoft is
“seen as a faceless corporation.” 

Along with soliciting feedback and
offering more technical support,
Microsoft has begun giving software ven-
dors tips such as how to build an effective
business plan, said Barry Baker, chief
technology officer for eOptimize Inc. in
Kamloops, British Columbia. 

Baker, whose company’s products
include scheduling software, also credits
Microsoft with doing a better job of com-
municating useful information, such as
when products will be released. 

After years of unanswered e-mails,
TVision’s Thompson believes Microsoft
has realized it needs to build better rela-
tionships if it wants to succeed in compet-
itive markets such as his own. 

“They’re a big company, so it takes
people time to sort things out,” Thompson
said. “But there are key people there that
I’ve spoken to (and they) understand that
they do need to listen to what people like
ourselves have to say.” 

Microsoft looks to customer
service as competition grows

SUMMER GUIDE 2004
PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY AT LOCAL NEWSTANDS NEAR YOU!

Microsoft also says
it is talking more to

customers about what
changes they want to

see in software.

Bitch!
Whine!

Complain!
Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

FREE ROOM

call for details

State-of-the-art, High Pressure Truck
Mount

Professional Grade Cleaning • On time
guarantee

OLD SCHOOL
STEAM-CLEANING

BLUE RIBBON
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

locally owned and operated • 310-729-2931
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Newest and 
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Clothes!
Gifts!

Collectibles!
2400 Main Street, Santa Monica

310.314.6472
2400 Main Street, Santa Monica

310.314.6472



Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘00 Volvo C70 coupe

low miles, one owner, vin#018256 $19,995 

This Week’s Special

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.
11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. (between Sepulveda & Sawtelle)

www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121
Serving Your Family for 21 Years

‘98 Dodge Neon Highline
Auto Trans, AC, Low miles

Vin# 340944 $3,995

2000 Hyundai Sonata
Loaded. 44K orig. mi.
Vin# 265094 $6,995

’98 Honda Civic EX
Dk. Green, Loaded, Auto

Trans, 4DR, Moon Roof
Vin# 503217  $8,995

’98 Ford Explorer XLT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles

Vin# A23720 $10,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

2000 BMW 740i
51K mi. Nav System.

Sport Pac Car Fax Certified.
Must See!

VIN 75505   $31,995

2000 Chevy Blazer LS 4X4
Fully loaded.  Low mi.

White/gray
VIN# 31185  $10,995

1996 Chevy Corsica
Blue/gray Must see
& drive to believe!

VIN# 81490  $2,588

2000 Ford F150 Super Cab
Pick-Up Silver/Gray

Low Miles.  CD Player
VIN# 40287  $10,995

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good

Employment
$100,000 POTENTIAL. Sales 
pro’s can earn100K+ as 
account reps w/Superior 
Galleries. We are the oldest 
and largest rare coin dealer in 
the West. 20K existing clients.
No cold calling. Beverly Hills 
location. Huge upside for right 
individual.
E-mail Richard S@SGBH.com

**A LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS**
WANTED:

ENLIGHTENED LEADER
$360K+ POTENTIAL.

FROM HOME. NO HYPE NOT 
MLN. 888-775-8700

BLUE SKY Service Agency
Elderly Care & Home cleaning
service seeking Caregivers & 
Housekeepers. Please contact
Madeline 323-655-4009

EXCITED MOTIVATED front desk 
person needed for high energy 
chiropractic office. Computer skills
helpful, fax resume.
310-445-1060

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FULL-TIME HOUSEKEEPER
needed, apply at the Hotel Carmel
at 201 Broadway, salary plus 
benefits.

GAS STATION Boat Dock 
needs PT/FT for MDR Harbor
call Randy or Sue 
310-823-2444

PROPOSAL WRITER: WLA 
Translation Agency seeks 
experienced government proposal 
writer with extensive computer 
skills. Organized self-starter.
Salary plus comission. Resume:
languages@lazar.com

Employment
HELP WANTED PART-TIME
AM/Dockmaster and skilled 
kayak, sail, surf and windsurf in-
structors for adults and row head 
instructor and master coach.
www.recreation.ucla.edu/oa for 
job descriptions.
UCLA Marina Aquatic Center 
310-823-0048 oa@ucla.edu

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks 
valet parkers. Experience 
preferred, no placement 

agency.310-214-1888

NEW YORK Loft-Style Salon 
looking for full-time or part-time
receptionist. Fax your resume 
to 310-396-7683 or call 7600.

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

For Sale
HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Pets
PEGASUS PONIES! Let us bring 
loving, clean, ponies & farm 
animals to your next event!
818-414-PONY, Fully insured.

Vehicles for sale
1993 MERCEDES SE300 Black 
Grey Leather, 145Kmi, One 
Senior Owner Lojack Full Power
$9500/obo  310-490-0302

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’00 Isuzu
Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise

(ID#4337000)
$8,995 

’99 Dodge
Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize
Tires & Wheels, Auto,

A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134) 

’99 Ford
Explorer 

Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

‘79 MERCURY 
COUGAR XR7

Classic, Mint Condition
VIN 660874 $4995

‘00 CHRYSLER 300M
low miles, moon roof, 

chrome wheels
VIN 323726 $14,995

‘00 VOLVO C70
COUPE

only 39k, clean car,
one owner

VIN 018256 $19,995
2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 Lexus LS 430 Sedan 4D
V8 4.3 Liter, 5spd Auto Overdrive

Rear Wheel Drive, Leather, Moon Roof
$44,995 (075981)

2002 Infiniti I35 Sedan 4D
V6 3.5 Liter, Automatic,

Front Wheel Drive, Leather, Alloy Wheels
$18,995 (000358)

2000 Toyota MR2 Spyder Convertible 2D
4-cyl. 1.8 liter, 5 spd mnl, AC,

Power Steering, Power Windows and Locks,
Dual Front Air Bags 
$14,995 (012653)

2004 Lexus GS 300 Sedan 4D
6 cyl. 3 liter, 5 spd overdrive, Power Windows, Tilt

Wheel, Roof Racks
$39,995 (193543)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

Vehicles for sale

‘03 Honda Element
$17,995
Loaded, w/all the Toys!
(VIN L014293)

‘03 Infinity FX45 V8
$41,995
Orig MSRP $52,000 DVD, Navig.
(103X001763)

‘01 XTERRA V6
$14,995
Low Miles! Very Clean.
(1C583657)

‘04 Nissan QUEST 3.5
$22,995
New Model, Including DVD
(4N300182)

‘01 Infinity I30
$14,995
Fully Equipped, One owner
(VIN T024263)

SANTA MONICA NISSAN
1599 SM BLVD., SANTA MONICA

(888) 651-4821

VIEW OUR COMPLETE
INVENTORY ONLINE
WWW.SANTAMONICANISSAN.COM

SONIA WILLIAMS
*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*

*Palm Reader*

*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099YOUR
AD 

HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.
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Vehicles for sale

2002 TOYOTA

ECHO Coupe 2D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Auto, AC, Power Steering,

CD player. $12,990

(20221753)

2001 TOYOTA

TACOMOA PreRunner

DOUBLE CAB 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Power Everthying, 

CD player, $21,100

(Z798780)

2003 SUBARU

OUTBACK 4D

Like New, AC, CD player,

Power Everything, $16,995

(37617006)

2001 TOYOTA

AVALON XL SEDAN 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Auto, CD player, Power

Everthing, ABS, $16,600

(1U144203)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

2003 Volkswagen GTI Hatchback 2D
4-cyl. 1.8L turbo, AC
Duel Front Air Bags
$19,995 (028503)

2004 Nissan 350Z Coupe 2D
V6 3.5 Liter, 6 speed manual, rear wheel drive

Power Door locksl, Duel Front Air bags
$32,995  (T150321)

2003 VW New Beetle GL Hatchback 2D
AC, Power Steering, 

automatic, Duel Front Air bags
$14,995  (427933)

2003 VW Passat GLS Sedan 4D
Auto, AC, Power Steering, Power Locks, 

Power Windows, Duel Front Air Bags
$18,995 (264654)

Wanted
JOB WANTED: Personal Advisor/
Assistant,Female,Non-smoker 
seeking to work w/high profile 
individual.20+ years experience.
Excellent resume/refs, live-in 
preferred please contact
541-941-4449

Wanted
PIANO TEACHER Wanted, 
looking for a patient piano 
teacher for lesons in my home 
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

For Rent
BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00  Close to malls. On 
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba, 
laundry, parking, d/w, stove, 
water & trash included newly 
finished hardwood, fresh paint, 
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer 
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry & 
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $2500 Large 3+2
3 Floors, 3 Fireplaces, Pool-Large
2Bd, $1700/mo, quiet,no/pets!
310-476-5637

BRENTWOOD 2+2BD Balcony, 
$1895/mo,fireplace, dishwasher, 
fridge, A/C, laundry, everything 
new! Cat OK- 11819 Kiowa
310-820-1673

Casa Loma Apartments

101 Dudley Ave.
ONE BLOCK FROM BEACH!

Venice Beach Unf. Single
(Completely Remodeled)

$1095.00
FIRST MONTH FREE!

PARKING FREE!
UTILITIES FREE!

Sorry no pets, single occupancy only. Free 
month requires security deposit & 1 year lease.

Call Edward Romero (310) 399-1166

or sunnibill@juno.com

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet, 
single, remodeled building, 
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping, 
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HISTORIC VENICE Canals 3+3 
Serene Lower unit,stv/fridge, 
W/D, free cable, HBO, Pet ok,
$3500/mo 310-822-2640

HOME IN Marina Del Rey, 
2+2+Den with private, fenced 
yard, shed and three cars 
gated. Breezy, hardwood floors, 
large kitchen, laundry on  patio.
$2500  310-466-9256

VENICE, 1 bed+loft
Brand new totally renovated, 
high,exposed beam ceilings, 
oak floors,rooftop patio with 
views, balcony, new bathrooms 
and kitchen, gated building, 
new landscaping and common 
areas.
$2200- 310-466-9256

For Rent
HOWARD MANAGEMENT 

GROUP
310-869-0468

AVAILABLE RENTALS

2 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath
Townhouse Style for $2195
Totally Redone-A Must See

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1375/MO 2+2
12746 Pacific #8 & #3, Stove, 
dishwasher, A/C, carpet, blinds, 
fireplace, balcony, intercom en-
try, parking, no pets. 310-578-
7512

MARINA ADJ. 2 bedroom 2.g 
bath Townhouse, gated parking, 
Fireplace, Balcony, Laundry, 
A/C,great location. 1 Year lease.
No Pets. $1660 310-466-9256

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated 
building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, 
newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng, 
1 year lease,no pets $1550
310-578-9729
MDR PENINSULA, 2bd 2bath.
Completely renovated, new 
everything. Hardwood/tile 
floors, kitchen, granite counters.
Rooftop deck, ocean view. Two 
car parking, large balcony. 1 
year, no pets. 310-466-9256
$2995

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove. Block from 
beach. 2 car parking, 1 year 
lease, no pets. $1950  
310-466-9256

PALISADES, ONE Bedroom, new 
paint, stove, refridgerator, 
covered parking, laundry, in top 
condition, no pets, non-smoker,
$1090/mo 310-477-6767

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off 
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc., 
amenities include Street park-
ing, lndry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA 3BD 2.5BA
Townhome $2575/mo Fireplace, 2 
car garage, call Gail.
310-415-4497

SANTA MONICA : $1460/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint,water 
paid No pets(818)222-5683 .

STUDIO CITY $1000.00 
1bdrm/1ba  New w/d in each 
unit, new bbq and sun patio w/ 
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE BEACH 1bd+den, 1 ba.
Beautiful Authentic Craftsman 
Duplex unit, totally restored with 
new plumbing and electrical. Lots 
of moldings, 1 block to beach, 
parking, hardwood floors. 1 year 
lease, no pets. $1795 
310-466-9256

VENICE BEACH Cozy 1 bedroom 
in Tudor Style building on a walk-
street. Great location, 1/2 block to 
the beach. 1 year lease, no pets.
$1795 310-401-0027

VENICE: STORAGE garage 
available, lockable gate, approx 
140 sq/ft. $175 310-466-9256

For Rent
VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
bath house. Completely reno-
vated 4-story brick building with 
lots of charm and unbeatable 
views of the ocean, mountains 
and sunsets. All singles w/ full 
kitchens and bathrooms, some 
with exposed brick. Views of the 
ocean, laundry room, storage 
available, water and gas heat 
paid. 1 year lease, no pets.
$925. (310)466-9256

VENICE BEACH, incredible, 
Commercial/Live space. Free 
standing brick building, exposed 
brick walls, w/ new kitchen & bath.
One block from the ocean. 14 foot 
ceilings, skylights, concrete floors,
Parking, 1 year lease, no pets
$1995  310-466-9778

VENICE. UPSCALE Beach 
house. 2 bed. Completely 
renovated, classy fixtures.Great 
deck, yard, and hot tub. Wood 
floors, tile, and marble counters.
Nice neighborhood-comfortable
lifestyle. 310-466-9256 $2950

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00 
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units 
available, patio, hardwood 
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish 
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WLA/PALMS SPACIOUS 2+1 
Upper, $1200/mo. On Keystone 
near Palms Blvd. Appliances, 
laundry, parking, info.
310-828-4481

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA CHARMING 
SMALL COUNTRY HOME IN 
MONTANA Avenue 
NEIGHBORHOOD Designer’s 
one bedroom plus bonus room, 
vine covered private garden 
patio, High beam ceilings, hard 
wood floors, wood burning  
fireplace. New stainless  
appliances and limestone bath.
Completely secure and gated 
environment, near 14th & 
Montana. Enclosed garage, no 
pets.$2250 per month Available
8-1-04  310-826-7960

WESTWOOD 3BD2BA $2500
Open House Saturday & Sunday
6/26-6/27 1-5pm 1902 Veteran
323-344-7161

WLA 3BD 2BA House for Lease
Completely Remodeled, Large 
yard, laundry room, quiet safe 
neighborhood-Pets ok! $2800/mo
310-445-8649

Roommates
SHARE LOVELY Westside 
Home. Nominal rent exchange for 
light duties/errands. Female- Call
Joyce 800-482-1783

Commercial Lease
1,000SQFT ACROSS from 
St.Johns Hospital. Reception, 
business office/ba 3exams, 
conference room 3,350/mo for 
5years (310)663-8062

FULL SERVICE OFFICES & 
secretarial bays available in 
upscale Santa Monica 
building. 310-883-3333

MAR VISTA 12240 Venice
852sq/ft $1220/mo & 2083sq/ft
$3000/mo-Interior Courtyard, 
includes utilities & janitorial.
310-390-7087

MEDICAL SPACE. One room 
available in Beautiful Holistic 
Center, Part/Full time, low rates.
310-664-8818

PACIFIC PALISADES Village 
1,000 Sq/ft 3 offices, sub-lease, 2 
years. Furnished or unfurnished.
Call Rick at 310-459-6256;
310-466-9066

Commercial Lease

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

OFFICES/CUBICLES 
AVAILABLE; Inside Creative 
Space; $1200-$1500 Office 
$500 Cubicle includes full use 
of shared facility,kitchen,
conference room, parking etc.
(5 offices, 3 cubicles,6 work 
areas) Contact:
info@oceanbridgegroup.com

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

WEST L.A. PRIME PROF.
OFFICE- Share 1,367 sq/ft. office 
w/patio view, conference/filing 
room, dsl line. $1350/mth.
Available 7/1. CALL 
310-479-4484

WLA 2 Room Upper, Front Office
11906 Wilshire #24 Between 
Bundy & Barrington,Open 9-5
310-569-4200

Real Estate
BEACHFRONT CONDOS for 
Sale! Private Party in Rosarito.
www.oceanfrontrosarito.com

MDR 3+2.5 Townhouse 
Immaculate 1932 sq/ft Living 
space. Fresh paint remodeled 
granite in kitchen & bath, mirrored 
walls, hardwood/new carpets,
$769K,move-in condition, Owner,
323-298-7702

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted
I BUY Full Price! All Cash 
3-day close! 
800-870-5162x2003

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage.
Very private, very discreet, 
6am-9pm. Incall/Outcall special 
rate between 6am-9pm, Rachel
310-339-6709

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

Deep Tissue Bodywork
$40/hr Swedish & Thai 
Included. Non-Sexual. Paul.
310.741.1901.
EXPERIENCED HANDS will 
soothe your aching body. Very 
thorough, relaxing Massage.
Bundy & Montana, Frances
310-826-2275

Massage
FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

THAI YOGA & Swedish Massage
by Thai Ladies. Non-Sexual Only
$45/hr www.phthaiyogamassage.
com Call 323-219-2845

Announcements

HOST
INT’L STUDENTS!!!

short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

OK, CALL TODAY!!!

310-393-5337
HAVE YOU had Thermage? 
Are there problems with 
healing? Scarring? Pain? 
Numbness?     Inform Me!!
310-471-1132

ENCOURAGING NETWORK: A
support group that helps you 
pursue your dreams & passions.
Call 310-229-5326

CLARE
FOUNDATION INC.
OVER 34 YEARS ON THE WESTSIDE

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE!
MUST BE IN WORKING CONDITION!

100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE!  ALL PROCEEDS
GO TO THE CLARE FOUNDATION

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

(310) 314-6229
ANIMAL ADOPTIONS/
Volunteers WLA Animal 
group seeks homes for dogs 
& cats of all ages.Loving 
volunteers needed.
310-396-2664

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

1FREE TO A GOOD HOME
A New Film about one girl’s 
struggle with saving shelter 
animals. Four years in the 
making  written, directed, & 
produced by USC Film School 
ALUM Judy Crozier. Funds are 
being sought to help finish the 
film at the Village  Art  Gallery 
Fundraiser & Silent Auction at 
458 Rodeo Drive in Beverly 
Hills. Saturday, July 10,
7PM. More information at
freetoagoodhomemovie.com
RSVP- 818-872-6344

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

Personals
REBECCA B. PLEASE CALL 
YOUR MOM!! I HAVE 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT TO 
TELL YOU!! I LOVE YOU.

THIS COULD
BE YOUR AD!
CALL KITTY @
310-458-7737
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IBM Remodeling, INC. 10%
to

20%
OFF
with 

this ad

General Contractors
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

BATHROOMS

ADDITIONS

PATIOS

DECKS

ROOFING

DRIVEWAYS

KITCHENS

ANY CONSTRUCTIONS

100% FINANCING

NO MONEY DOWN

VERY EZ TERMS

Our Goals is Satisfaction

Ph 888-668-0444 • Lic#773163

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

Business and Residential
Experienced • Reliable • Affordable

Training • Networking • Hardware • Web Design • Software

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) 989-6677

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A.L.C. Electric
WE DO ALL

ELECTRICIAN WORK
ALL SPECIALTIES

AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

LIC#: 509408

310.456.6453
888.706.1452

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

Services

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with 

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
locally owned and operated 

310-729-2931

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Cabinetry

310-428-1602

DRIVER CARING, dependable for 
all your appointments for seniors.
Mornings. Westside. Call Joyce
310-575-3062

GET ORGANIZED! For filing 

system set-ups, unpacking from 

major move, uncluttering clos-

ets and other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

Hire a professional organizer.

Call Christine Cohen. (310)274-

4988

Member: National Association 

of Professional Organizers

Services
HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design,installing and 
troubleshooting.16 years expe-
rience with audio/video 
systems,satellite,cable,telphone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry

All Work Guaranteed

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 673-2443

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, 
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674 

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505
When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 

Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Computer Services

(310) 395-6884 

Computer Repairs Computer Repairs Computer Repairs    

Networking, Set-Up, Installation, 
Training, Wireless (WiFi), DSL/Cable, 
Virus Protection and Removal  

Fast On-Site  
Service  

For Business or In-Home 

Promote your  business in the Santa Monica

ADVERTISE WITH
THE DAILY PRESS

CALL US TODAY
310-458-7737

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words
caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards,
and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or clas-
sified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

Pay tribute to a loved one.Pay tribute to a loved one.

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.
Call us [ 310 - 458-7737 ]

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.
Call us [ 310 - 458-7737 ]
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By The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
personal label cigars have become a coveted currency at
the state Capitol. 

Political insiders who’ve received a stogie straight from
Schwarzenegger or lifted handfuls from his open humidor
save the cigars as keepsakes or pass them on to friends. 

“It’s not a status thing,” Assemblyman Greg
Aghazarian told The Record newspaper in Stockton last
week. “It’s more like you know when someone’s been to
the governor’s office when they have a cigar in their
hand.” 

Aghazarian, who doesn’t smoke because of asthma,
said the cigars have helped him break the ice with con-
stituents. 

Assemblyman Guy Houston said he gave one to his
brother and smoked another. “It was OK,” Houston said.
“It’s not a Cuban or anything, but it’s a quality cigar.” 

Some lawmakers prefer other types of celebrity keep-
sakes from the superstar governor. Sen. Charles
Poochigian said he might frame the pen the governor
used to sign the workers’ compensation reform bill
Poochigian carried for the administration. 

LONDON — “Baywatch” star David Hasselhoff
will appear in the London stage production of the hit
musical “Chicago.” 

Hasselhoff will play scheming lawyer Billy Flynn in
his debut on the British stage at the Adelphi Theatre.
The show has run in the West End for seven years. 

Hasselhoff, 51, is booked for 60 performances start-
ing July 16. 

“This is not about making money — this is about fol-
lowing my heart, challenging myself and having fun,”
Hasselhoff said. 

STAMFORD, Conn. — Four men claim the

Wayans brothers stole the idea behind the movie “White
Chicks” from them. 

Mario Pittore and brothers Jason, Jon and James
Coppola sued last week in federal court, seeking $15
million in damages. 

“We feel not only does it rip us off, but it’s not even
as good” as the Pittore-Coppola script, said Pittore, 30. 

“White Chicks” stars the Wayans as black FBI agents
who pose as young white hotel heiresses. The movie has
grossed $37.3 million since it opened June 23. 

The mens’ script, titled “Johnny Bronx,” is about a
bumbling black FBI agent who impersonates a white
man to infiltrate the mob. 

EL PASO, Texas — Former college basketball
coach Don Haskins had been approached before about
doing a movie on his 1966 Texas Western team — the
first to win a national title with five black starters. 

When Walt Disney Pictures came to him a few years
ago, Haskins did not hesitate. 

“I always liked their movies and I thought they were
movies kids could watch,” said Haskins, who coached
38 years at the school now known as the University of
Texas at El Paso. 

The movie, “Glory Road,” will star Ben Affleck as
Haskins. Filming is tentatively scheduled to begin this
year. 

Haskins, 74, said he simply picked the best players
for the team that beat Kentucky’s heavily favored bas-
ketball powerhouse 72-65. 

CARSON CITY, Nev. — Twenty-four years ago,
Elizabeth Muto was abandoned as a baby at the Reno
airport. Now she’s considered royalty — the newly
crowned Miss Nevada. 

The Las Vegas woman beat out 11 other women
Saturday night to become the first black Miss Nevada
and to advance to the Miss America pageant in Atlantic

City, N.J., in September. 
“I’ve been Nevada’s own since I was 10 days old,”

Muto said. “Since then, the people of Nevada have
loved and supported me.” 

Muto, a University of Nevada at Las Vegas, graduate
who majored in international business, was the winner
of last year’s Miss Black USA pageant in Miami. 

She was abandoned on Jan. 17, 1980, atop a counter
at Reno-Tahoe International Airport. The Reno couple
who adopted her thinks her biological mother flew to
Reno to abandon the child before returning home to the
San Francisco Bay area. 

Muto’s cause for the pageant was a group she formed
called Heal Evaluate Learn and Progress, or HELP,
which is designed to help children overcome adversity. 

CONCORD, Mass. — Aday after becoming a U.S. cit-
izen, three-time Boston Marathon winner Uta Pippig won
her first race as an American in her hometown of Concord. 

Pippig was first among women runners at the annual
Fourth of July Minuteman Classic Road Race, a five-
kilometer race. 

The East German-born runner became an American
citizen in a special ceremony Saturday before a
rehearsal of the Boston Pops on the city’s Esplanade. 

“Coming from East Germany, where there was a dic-
tator, and we were living behind the Iron Curtain, we had
not the freedom of speech, or religion, or Bill of Rights,”
said Pippig, who escaped East Berlin as a teenager. “I
really hope everyone on earth can enjoy those things.” 

Pippig is the only woman to have won three consec-
utive Boston Marathons since the women’s division was
created in 1972. She won the first in 1994, setting what
was then a course record of 2 hours, 21 minutes, 45 sec-
onds. She is best known for her grueling come-from-
behind win in 1996. 

Pippig last ran in the Boston Marathon in 1997, fin-
ishing fourth. 

Cigars ignite in popularity at the state’s capitol


