
The city’s iconic murals have 
received recognition as the rest of 
the nation is reminded of what we 
all already know: the giant paintings 
that adorn the sides, fronts and 
backs of many buildings in Santa 
Monica are among the best and the 
most beautiful in the country.

In a recently published reader’s 
choice poll by the national newspaper 
USA Today, Santa Monica ranked 
second in a list of 10 US Cities You 
Must Visit To See Incredible Street 
Art. It was pipped at the post by 
Philadelphia.

“The seaside city of Santa Monica 
is an artistic haven in Southern 
California. Although it’s relatively 
small, it boasts over 100 murals from 

artists like Ruben Rojas, Jonas Never 
and Shepard Fairey,” the article says. 

The last name on that list was 
recently responsible for the large 
mural on the Pierside Hotel at 
Ocean and Colorado directly across 
from the Santa Monica pier. In a 
press release written regarding the 
rebranding and redesign of the 
hotel, Fairey said, “Santa Monica is a 
beautiful place with a vibrant history 
filled with creators and rebels from 
surf, skate, and music culture. No 
neighborhood is one-dimensional, 
so I chose to emphasize themes 
and bits of history related to Santa 
Monica that I most enjoy. 

“I’m drawn to the hippie spirit 
of the neighborhood, which is 
welcoming of all types; the natural 
beauty, ocean air, and the way the 
Pacific Ocean Park — once it was 

abandoned —  provided a fertile 
wasteland for surfers and skaters to 
flourish.” 

Another often overlooked site is 
the side of the Red Cross office in 
Santa Monica at 1450 11th Street. 
For over 20 years the parking lot wall 
was adorned with a faded, 140-feet-
long mural painted in 2002, but 
local artist Boo Simms has given 
the exterior wall a facelift in an 
event that was deliberately aimed 
to coincide with a local community 
blood donation drive. 

“I’d read about the five lines of 
service that the Red Cross offer 
[disaster relief, blood service, 
training and certification, service to 
the armed forces and international 
service] and I honestly didn’t know 
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A Japanese, family-run restaurant 
company called the Raku Corporation, 
with 13 outlets across Tokyo, has 
opened its first location in the US 
and it’s in Santa Monica. Originally 
scheduled to open in the summer of 
2019, the project was put on hold 
during the pandemic and has only 
survived as a result of the company’s 
success in Japan’s capital city.

Called Shirubē, the izakaya 
operated by brothers and owners 
Kodai and Yudai Uno offers grilled 
meats and seafood, together with fresh 

vegetables from Southern California 
farmers markets.

The word izakaya (居酒屋) is made 
up of three kanji (a system of Japanese 
writing using Chinese characters) that 
mean “stay-drink-place.” In essence, 
it’s a type of informal Japanese bar that 
serves drinks and food, like a Spanish 
tapas bar or a gastropub. Unlike other 
kinds of Japanese restaurants, which 
typically specialize in one dish, like 
sushi or ramen for instance, an izakaya 
usually offers a wider choice of menu 
items. 

“We were ready to open [in 2019] 

Murals of Santa Monica receive national acclaim and more are coming 

50-year-old, family-run izakaya 
from Tokyo opens first US eatery 

in Santa MonicaThe day after Independence Day 
is when the beaches up and down the 
Southern Californian coast suffer 
from the most litter, garbage and 
plastic pollution, according to non-
profit environmental organization, 
the Surfrider Foundation. 

“We just see it year after year. 
You know, we see many, many 
beachgoers making their way to the 
coast the day before to celebrate 
Independence Day. And we just see 
tons of single use plastic bottles, 
utensils, bags, straws, fireworks and 
more,” said Newara Brosnan-Faltas, 
Southern California Regional 
Manager for Surfrider. 

SCOTT SNOWDEN
SMDP Staff Writer

SCOTT SNOWDEN
SMDP Staff Writer

SEE RESTAURANT PAGE 7SEE BEACH PAGE 6

SEE ART PAGE 6

Surfrider Foundation
PATRIOTIC PLASTIC WASTE: Plastic, not-quite-so-fantastic. This 4th of 
July, take your rubbish home with you.

SCOTT SNOWDEN
SMDP Staff Writer

Scott Snowden
ART: Boo Simms and just one small section of her 140 ft long painting that 
without a doubt brightens the parking lot.
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California can’t — or won’t — match Texas’ approach to 
homelessness. Here are 4 reasons why
MARISA KENDALL
Special to the Daily Press

When looking at the numbers, there’s 
no question Texas is doing a better job of 
mitigating homelessness than California. 

For one thing, Texas’ homeless population 
shrunk by nearly a third over the past decade, 
while California’s grew by 43%, according 
to the federally mandated point-in-time 
count. And in the Golden State, 439 people 
are homeless for every 100,000 residents – 
compared to 81 in the Lone Star State.

Can California homeless services get 
similar results by copying Texas? It’s not that 
simple. Things are very different in California, 
and here’s a brief look at why:

Texas builds more homes than California
One advantage Texas has over California 

when it comes to addressing homelessness 
is the Lone Star State’s ability to build. Last 
year, 265,793 homes were permitted in Texas, 
compared to just 119,667 in California, 
according to the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. That’s less than half 
as many as Texas, even though California has 
about 9 million more residents. 

Many experts say part of the problem is the 
heaps of red tape developers must navigate to 
get anything built in California. The state’s 
signature California Environmental Quality 
Act, which Gov. Gavin Newsom is attempting 
to reform, allows opponents of projects to 
block them in court for years, sometimes 

leading to their demise. 
Not only does Texas have no such law, 

it has fewer building regulations across the 
board. Land in unincorporated counties, 
for example, isn’t subject to zoning. That 
allowed for the 2015 opening of Community 
First! Village, a neighborhood with 350-and-
counting tiny homes for homeless residents 
just outside Austin’s city limits.

In addition, there are no zoning ordinances 
in the entire city of Houston. That lack of 
regulation, coupled with a strong mayor who 
can push projects through, makes it easier to 
get homes built in Texas’ largest city. 

Last year, Houston permitted 15,745 
homes. Los Angeles permitted 16,707, but it 
has 1.5 million more people and four dozen 
zoning districts with different rules on what 
developers can and can’t build.

Everything is just way more expensive in 
California

It’s impossible to leave cost out of the 
equation. The median rent for a one-bedroom 
home in California was $2,200 in June, 
compared to just $1,223 in Texas, according 
to Zillow. 

In Houston, Texas’ biggest city, that price 
is $1,202. Compare that to Los Angeles, 
California’s largest city, where the median rate 
is $2,198.

Texas also has more homes available. Its 
rental vacancy rate was 10.2% in the first 

SEE HOMELESSNESS PAGE 8

Photo by Pablo Unzueta for CalMatters
HOMELESS: Carlos Parra, 44, delivers cold beverages and ice to his unhoused neighbors in 
an industrial part of Los Angeles during a heat wave on Sept. 4, 2022. “For us homeless, it is a 
little harder to deal with this heat,’ Parra said.
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The Supreme Court rejects Biden’s plan to wipe away $400 
billion in student loan debt
COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer

The Supreme Court has sent shockwaves 
through higher education with a landmark 
decision that struck down affirmative action 
and left colleges across the nation searching for 
new ways to promote student diversity.

Leaders of scores of universities said 
Thursday that they were disappointed by what 
they see as a blow to diversity. Yet many 
also voiced optimism that they would find 
new ways to admit more Black and Hispanic 
students, despite evidence that eliminating 
the practice often leads to steep enrollment 
decreases among them.

President Joe Biden said he disagreed 
with the decision and asked the Education 
Department to explore policies that could help 
colleges build diverse student bodies. He also 
pushed against policies like legacy preferences 
— admissions boosts given to the children 
of alumni — that tend to help white, wealthy 
students.

“We should never allow the country to 
walk away from the dream upon which it 
was founded,” Biden told reporters. “We need 
a new path forward, a path consistent with 
the law that protects diversity and expands 
opportunity.”

Yet evidence from states that previously 
outlawed affirmative action show it will be a 
daunting challenge.

As an alternative to affirmative action, 
colleges from California to Florida have tried 
a range of strategies to achieve the diversity 
they say is essential to their campuses. Many 
have given greater preference to low-income 
families. Others started admitting top students 
from every community in their state.

But years of experimentation — often 
prompted by state-level bans on considering 
race in admissions — left no clear solution. 
In states requiring race-neutral policies, many 
colleges saw enrollment drops among Black 
and Hispanic students, especially at selective 
colleges that historically have been mostly 
white.

At Amherst College, officials had estimated 
going entirely race-neutral would reduce Black, 
Hispanic and Indigenous populations by half.

“We fully expect it would be a significant 
decrease in our population,” said Matthew 
McGann, Amherst’s director of admission, 
earlier this year.

Facing a conservative Supreme Court that 
appeared skeptical from the start, colleges 
have been preparing for a rollback. Some were 
considering adding more essays to get a better 
picture of an applicant’s background, a strategy 
invited in Thursday’s Supreme Court ruling.

“Nothing prohibits universities from 
considering an applicant’s discussion of how 
race affected the applicant’s life, so long as that 
discussion is concretely tied to a quality of 
character or unique ability that the particular 
applicant can contribute to the university,” 
Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the court’s 
conservative majority.

Other colleges were planning to boost 
recruiting in racially diverse areas, or admit 
more transfer students from community 
colleges.

The court took up affirmative action in 

response to challenges at Harvard University 
and the University of North Carolina. Lower 
courts upheld admission systems at both 
schools, rejecting claims that the schools 
discriminated against white and Asian 
American applicants. But at Supreme Court 
arguments in late October, all six conservative 
justices expressed doubts about the practice, 
which had been upheld under Supreme 
Court decisions reaching back to 1978, and as 
recently as 2016.

Nine states already have banned affirmative 
action, starting with California in 1996 and, 
most recently, Idaho in 2020.

After Michigan voters rejected it in 2006, 
the University of Michigan shifted attention to 
low-income students.

It sent graduates to work as counselors in 
low-income high schools. It started offering 
college prep in Detroit and Grand Rapids. 
It offered full scholarships for low-income 
Michigan residents. More recently, it started 
accepting fewer early admission applications, 
which are more likely to come from white 
students.

Despite those efforts, the share of Black 
and Hispanic undergraduates hasn’t fully 
rebounded from a fall off after 2006. And while 
Hispanic enrollments have been increasing, 
Black enrollments continued to slide, going 
from 8% of undergraduates in 2006 to 4% now.

The campus is drawing more low-income 
students, but that hasn’t translated to racial 
diversity, said Erica Sanders, director of 
undergraduate admissions at Michigan.

“Socioeconomic status is not a proxy for 
race,” Sanders said.

At the same time, some of Michigan’s less 
selective colleges have fared better. At nearby 
Eastern Michigan University, the number 
of students of color increased, reflecting 
demographic shifts in the state. It illustrates 
what experts say is a chilling effect seen most 
acutely at selective colleges — students of color 
see fewer of their peers at places like Ann 
Arbor, prompting them to choose campuses 
that appear more welcoming.

Growing up in Ann Arbor, there was an 
expectation that Odia Kaba would attend the 
University of Michigan. When her application 
was deferred, she started at Eastern Michigan 
with plans to transfer to Ann Arbor her 
sophomore year.

By then, Kaba was getting daily texts from 
her sister, who attended U-M, describing the 
microaggressions she faced as a Black student 
on campus. Rooms went silent when she 
walked in. She was ignored in group projects. 
She felt alone and suffocated.

“Why would I go to U of M?” Kaba, 22, 
remembers thinking. “I’m just going to be 
stuck with people that don’t look like me, can’t 
relate to me, and with no way to escape it.”

Kaba stayed at Eastern Michigan and 
graduated with a degree in quantitative 
economics this year. Even though it’s a mostly 
white campus, Kaba said she found pockets of 
diversity that helped make her comfortable.

“I’m in economics, which is a white male-
dominated space. But I can walk out of the 
classroom and be surrounded by my people, 
and I just feel safe,” she said.

The University of California also saw 
enrollment slides after a statewide ban in 

1996. Within two years, Black and Hispanic 
enrollments fell by half at the system’s two most 
selective campuses, Berkeley and UCLA. The 
system would go on to spend more than $500 
million on programs aimed at low-income and 
first-generation college students.

It also started a program that promises 
admission to the top 9% of students in each 
high school across the state, an attempt to 
reach strong students from all backgrounds. A 
similar promise in Texas has been credited for 
expanding racial diversity, and opponents of 
affirmative action cite it as a successful model.

In California, the promise drew students 
from a wider geographic area but did little to 
expand racial diversity, the system said in a 
brief to the Supreme Court. It had almost no 
impact at Berkeley and UCLA, where students 
compete against tens of thousands of other 
applicants.

Today at UCLA and Berkeley, Hispanic 
students make up 20% of undergraduates, 
higher than in 1996 but lower than their 53% 
share among California’s high school graduates. 
Black students, meanwhile, have a smaller 
presence than they did in 1996, accounting for 
2% of undergraduates at Berkeley.

Opponents of affirmative action say 
some states have fared well without it. After 
Oklahoma outlawed the practice in 2012, the 
state’s flagship university saw “no long-term 

severe decline” in minority enrollments, the 
state’s attorney general told the Supreme Court.

It pointed to a recent freshman class at 
the University of Oklahoma that had more 
Hispanic, Asian and Native American students 
than in 2012. The share of Black students fell, 
but it wasn’t far from flagship universities in 
other states that allow affirmative action, the 
state said.

Still, many colleges expect racial diversity 
could take a hit. With affirmative action struck 
down, colleges fear they will unknowingly 
admit fewer students of color. In the long run, 
it can be self-perpetuating — if numbers fall, 
the campus can appear less attractive to future 
students of color.

That’s a problem, colleges say, because racial 
diversity benefits the entire campus, exposing 
students to other worldviews and preparing 
them for a diverse workforce.

Beyond race, the decision has the impact 
to reshape other admissions policies. To draw 
more underserved populations, experts say 
colleges may need to do away with policies 
that advantage white students, from legacy 
preferences and early admission to standardized 
test scores.

The Associated Press education team receives support 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New York. The AP is 
solely responsible for all content.
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TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURES 
MONTH OF JULY, 2023

For the latest information on temporary street closures and roadway impacts, please 
visit the City of Santa Monica website at: www.santamonica.gov/categories/getting-
around/street-closures
to various City capital improvement and street maintenance projects and is updated 
continuously as projects progress to completion. Please check this page periodically 
for updates. 
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Hospitality workers need 
higher wages and more homes

GUEST COMMENTARY
By Jesse Zwick

From school teachers to TV writers to 
hospitality workers, the message on the 
picket lines across LA County this year 
contains the same direct and urgent plea 
– and we ignore it at our peril.

Housing costs have risen far faster 
than wages, forcing essential workers 
to commute inhumane distances from 
Apple Valley, Palmdale, or California City 
to the Westside of LA, losing sleep and 
time with their families and worsening 
our congested roads and unhealthy air.

Indeed, most of the people who cook 
our food, clean our homes, and care 
for our loved ones – or, in the timeless 
words of George Bailey, the folks who 
“do most of the working and paying and 
living and dying in this community” – 
make salaries that fall far below what’s 
needed to afford median rent of $2,900 
in Los Angeles, let alone $3,800 in Santa 
Monica, where I serve on the city council.

To solve this we need higher wages, 
which is why our unions are more than 
justified in dropping their tools and 
picking up signs. We also need a lot 
more homes.

Overall, California ranks 49th out of 50 
states in the number of homes available 
per capita. There simply isn’t enough 
housing to meet the needs of a huge 
share of our state’s lower- and middle-
income workers.

It doesn’t have to be this way. With the 
right reforms, we can make it faster and 
less costly to build affordable housing 
across LA County and the entire state.

One such law, SB 35, has been doing 
just that by allowing homebuilders to 

pursue a streamlined approval process 
in cities that have fallen behind on their 
state-mandated affordable housing 
production targets.

Since its passage in 2017, 20,000 
homes across our state have been 
approved and streamlined under the 
bill’s provisions; more than 650 of these 
homes are in Hollywood and West LA – 
with almost 500 of them affordable to 
lower-income renters.

But here’s the problem: SB 35 has 
an expiration date – and we’re fast 
approaching it. 

Unless we act, cities that are not 
producing their fair share of affordable 
housing will be free to deny desperately 
needed new projects – exacerbating our 
regional housing crisis and placing an 
even greater burden on good actors like 
Santa Monica.

That’s why I’m calling on my fellow 
Santa Monicans to join me in asking the 
state legislature to approve the passage 
of Senator Scott Wiener’s SB 423, a state 
law that will extend SB 35.

SB 423 builds on the success of SB 35 
by expanding its reach to ensure more 
affordable housing is built in coastal 
communities, enabling more lower- and 
middle-income Californians to have 
access to our walkable neighborhoods, 
good schools, and clean air.

SB 423 will also streamline affordable 
housing developments on surplus 
public land – thousands of acres of 
underutilized property owned by state 

Hollywood’s actors may join its 
writers on strike. Here’s why
ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer

Hollywood actors may be on the verge of 
joining screenwriters in what would be the 
first two-union strike in the industry in more 
than six decades, with huge consequences 
for film and television production. Here is 
a look at how it could play out, and why it’s 
happening.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH ACTORS’ 
NEGOTIATIONS?

The contract between the Screen Actors 
Guild-American Federation of Radio and 
Television Artists and the studios, streaming 
services and production companies that 
employ them expires Friday night at midnight 
Pacific time. Unionized actors have voted 
overwhelmingly to authorize their leaders to 
call a strike when it does. But that’s hardly 
a hard deadline. Both sides have indicated a 
willingness to talk for what may be several 
days past the expiration, as happened 
before resolutions were reached in the same 
negotiations in 2014 and 2017.

Reports have said the talks have been 
productive. But some actors have expressed 
worry that their leaders may not be pushing 
hard enough. More than 1,000 of them, 
including Meryl Streep, Jennifer Lawrence 
and Bob Odenkirk, have added their names 
to a letter to negotiators saying they are 
willing to strike, and are concerned they are 
“ready to make sacrifices that leadership is 
not.” The letter says “this is not a moment to 
meet in the middle.”

The guild, led by president and former 
“Nanny” star Fran Drescher, represents over 
160,000 screen actors, stunt performers, 
broadcast journalists, announcers, and hosts, 
but a strike would involve only actors working 
on television shows and films.

WHAT DO THE ACTORS WANT?
Many of the same issues that drove writers 

to strike are on the table for actors, including 
what the guilds say is shrinking compensation 
brought on by a streaming ecosystem in which 
royalty payments are no longer tethered to 
the popularity of a film or TV show. A role 
or a writing credit on a show that became a 
hit with a long life in reruns is no longer the 
cash cow that it once was. And the unions 

say inflation is outpacing the scheduled pay 
bumps within their contracts.

For both scribes and performers, the move 
to streaming and its ripple effects have also 
meant shorter seasons of shows with longer 
gaps between them, and therefore less work.

And like the writers, actors fear the threat 
of unregulated use of artificial intelligence. 
SAG-AFTRA said in a memo to members 
that the burgeoning ability of AI to recreate 
the performances of its members is “a real and 
immediate threat” that it wants to head off.

Issues particular to actors include the 
new and increasing burden of self-taped 
auditions — the cost of which used to be the 
responsibility of casting and productions.

HAVE HOLLYWOOD ACTORS GONE ON STRIKE 
BEFORE?

Movie and TV actors last went on strike 
for three months in 1980, though actors in 
broadcast commercials have gone on strike 
twice since then. Overall they have had far 
more labor peace than screenwriters, whose 
walkouts have been far more frequent. That 
includes the current standoff, in which 11,500 
members of the Writers Guild of America 
have been on strike for nearly two months, 
with no end in sight.

In 1960 the actors’ union, led by then-SAG 
president and future U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, went on strike for six weeks that fell 
in the middle of a five-month writers’ strike, 
the only time two major Hollywood unions 
walked off the job at the same time.

Actors have shown broad support for 
striking writers, and many have joined them 
on picket lines in an act of what has so far 
been symbolic solidarity.

WHAT EFFECT WOULD THE COMBINED 
STRIKES HAVE FOR VIEWERS?

The writers’ strike had an almost instant 
effect on late-night network talk shows, 
including NBC’s “The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon,” ABC’s “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live!” and CBS’s “The Late Show With 
Stephen Colbert,” which all went on hiatus 
immediately. “Saturday Night Live” axed its 
last three episodes of the season.

In the two months since, many scripted 
television series have also shut down, 

SEE STRIKE PAGE 5

SEE COMMENTARY PAGE 6



5WEEKEND EDITION, JULY 1 - JULY 2, 2023OPINION

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY  

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

OUR NO OBLIGATION

THE RE-VIEW
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Calabra at Proper Hotel
Every cloud has a silver lining. The 

COVID pandemic was a big cloud, but its 
negative impact on restaurants resulted 
in relaxed rules for outside dining and 
allowed restaurants to expand into 
parking areas and outside dining. And 
when the weather is nice, outside dining 
is special. And outside dining on rooftops 
is even more special.

There’s a nice semi-outdoor patio with 
a bar nearby at Elephante on 2nd Street 
with a nice view and a lot of beautiful 
people having a good (loud) time. But 
the best outside roof top dining that I’ve 
found in West Los Angeles is the Calabra 
restaurant at the top of the new Proper 
hotel on 7th and Wilshire.

Entering the restaurant from the 
elevator near the hard-to-find hotel entry 
is tricky, but once you arrive you almost 
feel like you’ve entered a different world 
a bit like Hawaii. There are beautiful 
plants everywhere and various seating 
areas with different views. There’s a 
Mediterranean atmosphere amplified by 
the Mediterranean menu.

I love the menu, and the all-day service. 

The last time I was there for lunch I 
ordered mostly breakfast selections. I 
tasted my friend’s Moroccan pancakes 
with yogurt, dates, and walnuts and loved 
it. I had the Mediterranean breakfast, 
which was lox, pita breads, humus, and 
Israeli salad.

The main courses run the gamut of 
every restaurant, but I would skip the 
hamburger and salmon dishes even 
though they are prepared a bit differently 
than most restaurants, and stick with the 
chicken souvlaki or the lamb with harissa.  

The drinks are great: juices, smoothies, 
good wine list, and great cocktails. And 
the service is above average. But I was 
not impressed with the desserts, which, 
according to my doctor, is a good thing. 

Merv Hecht, like many Harvard Law School graduates, 
went into the wine business after law. In 1988, he 
began writing restaurant reviews and books. His latest 
book “The Instant Wine Connoisseur, 3rd edition” is 
available on Amazon. He currently works for several 
companies that source and distribute food and wine 
products internationally. Please send your comments 
to:  mervynhecht@yahoo.com

Merv Hecht
CALABRA: The restaurant has one of the best rooftop experiences.

including Netflix’s “Stranger Things,” Max’s 
“Hacks,” Showtime’s “Yellow Jackets,” and 
Apple TV+’s “Severance.” Some movies have 
reportedly also been paused.

Actors joining writers would force 
nearly every other show or film that hasn’t 
already been shot into a similar shutdown. 
Forthcoming seasons of television shows 
would be delayed indefinitely, and movie 
releases will be pushed back.

Streaming menus on Netflix or Amazon 
Prime Video will show no immediate 
differences, though lovers of those outlets’ 
original series would eventually have to wait 
longer for their favorites to return.

Exceptions would be productions taking 
place outside the United States. And reality 
shows, game shows and most daytime talk 
shows will likely be unaffected.

The two strikes are also casting doubt on 
the viability of the Emmy Awards, whose 
nominations are scheduled to be announced 
on July 12 before a September ceremony, 
though the Tony Awards and BET Awards 
managed shows to go on despite the writers 
strike.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH THE WRITERS?
The writers’ strike has seen persistent 

picketing and some major rallies for two 
months, but so far no movement. There are no 
current negotiations happening between the 
strikers and the Alliance of Motion Picture and 
Television Producers, which represents the 
studios, streamers and production companies 
in all the industry’s union negotiations. The 
longest previous writers strike, in 1988, lasted 
five months.

Along with the issues they have in common 
with actors, writers are especially concerned 
with the shrinking staffs that are used on 
shows, which they call “mini-rooms.” They 
have meant much less work, and far fewer 
guarantees of future work.

The AMPTP says the writers’ demands 
would require that they be kept on staff and 
paid when there is no work for them. The 
group also said that it had offered generous 
pay increases.

The two sides were so far apart on its 
negotiations that talks broke off hours before 
the contract expired. No one expects that will 
happen on Friday with actors, but whether 
a strike can be avoided in the coming days 
remains to be seen.

STRIKE
FROM PAGE 4
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BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404     

bourgetbros.com  ●   (310) 450-6556 

Bourget Bros. offers expert repair 
on all of your tools: 

Rotary Hammers 

Strip Nailers 

Power Grinders 

Cordless Drills 

Orbital Jig Saws 

Pneumatic Scalers 

Demolition Hammers 

All repair work meets factory             
regulations and comes with a 90-day 
warranty.  Stop in or call us to schedule 
service. 

Tool Repair & Servicing 

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa 
Monica Police Department. These are arrests only. All 
parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

CRIME
WATCH

ON JUNE 15 AT 5:40 PM
Officers were dispatched to the 2700 block of Santa Monica Blvd, for a stolen laptop report. The victim 
informed officers that his laptop was stolen from his office a few days prior and he was able to track 
it. He found the laptop posted online for sell and had arranged to meet with the suspected thief under 
the rouse of purchasing it. The individual selling the laptop claimed she was given the laptop and did 
not know it was stolen. During the investigation, the suspect was found to  be driving a stolen vehicle 
that officers recovered and returned to the rightful owner. Forty year-old Pamela Webbe was arrested 
for Unlawful Possession of a Vehicle and transported to the Santa Monica Jail.

Pollution and the discarding of waste by 
people into our natural environment is one 
of the biggest existential problems the human 
race faces. Putting aside for a moment, the 
catastrophic consequences caused by the 
relentless dumping of garbage actually at sea 
—  which has contributed to the creation of 
a 620,000 square mile accumulation of trash 
in the ocean between California and Hawaii 
— a lot of waste still finds its way into the sea 
by way of river estuaries, waste pipes, beaches 
and tides. 

And if that wasn’t bad enough, which it 
obviously is, plastic and other, often frankly 
disgusting, trash left on the beaches is not 
only extremely unpleasant to stumble across, 
but can be dangerous to both animals and 
people. 

“We find a lot of drug paraphernalia like 
needles and such like and sometimes even 
baby diapers. Condoms too, quite a lot of 
condoms,” Brosnan-Faltas says.

Aside from a total, outright disrespect for 
the environment in which we all have to live, 
other people and all other life forms that we 
share the planet with, what makes people do 
this?

“One key factor behind the persistence 
of beach litter is a general lack of knowledge 
about how trash and plastic affect the 
environment and our marine ecosystems,” 
says Brosnan-Faltas. 

“Public education through efforts like 
Surfrider’s Beach Cleanup Program can play 
an important role in informing individuals 
about the harmful effects of litter on our 
beaches, such as the contamination of water 
sources, the entanglement and ingestion risks 
for marine animals and the disruption of 
fragile ecosystems.”

According to Brosnan-Faltas, they’ve 
collected over 1,970 pounds of trash from 
local Los Angeles beaches this year so far 
during public cleanup events. But Surfrider’s 
beach cleanup events do more than just 
remove trash. They collect and analyze data 
about what’s ending up on our beaches, which 

contributes to the success of our advocacy 
actions.

“The real change that we’re trying to make 
is to ensure that we collect the data to inform 
better advocacy. We have a long track record 
of helping pass bills locally that banned 
plastics. Numbers that people can collect 
when they’re beach cleaning, can help us do 
that more effectively,” says Brosnan-Faltas.

The Surfrider Foundation has helped 
pass bills that ban plastic bags in California 
grocery stores, keep unwanted plastic utensils 
out of takeout orders in NYC, and commit to 
reducing single-use plastics in National Parks. 
In 2022, 20 local, state and federal laws were 
passed that keep 4.2 billion items of plastic 
out of circulation.

Of course, every time you go for a walk 
along the beautiful, sandy beaches of sunny 
Santa Monica, you could pick up trash…
and some residents do. Even just filling a 
supermarket-sized grocery bag and dropping 
it into an actual bin helps. However, because 
of some of the repugnant items that some 
folk leave behind, Brosnan-Faltas suggests 
wearing gloves and possibly even consider the 
purchase of a “grabber.” 

“Surfrider actually has a solo cleanup 
database that people can use. So if folks 
want to get out there and help clean up, we 
encourage people to document what they’re 
finding,” says Brosnan-Faltas.

However, if you can’t make it down to 
the beach for Wednesday July 5, another 
non-profit, environmental organization LA 
Waterkeeper will be hosting the first of four 
beach and river cleanups in the Los Angeles 
River watershed as part of the global Plastic 
Free July initiative. After all, it’s always nice to 
meet like-minded people. If you’re interested, 
everyone will be meeting at 9 a.m. at Tower 
20, near 2030 Ocean Ave on Saturday, July 8.

Last year alone, LA Waterkeeper, together 
with more than 700 volunteers, collected over 
4,000 pounds of trash — most of it plastic 
— and cleaned up more than four miles of 
coastline, rivers and creek beds. 

scott.snowden@smdp.com

BEACH
FROM PAGE 1

office (310) 458-7737

ART
FROM PAGE 1

how extensive their work was, but I wanted to 
reflect all of this as much as possible,” Boo says. 

On June 29, members of the community 
were encouraged to come along to the center 
and donate blood. After which they were then 
encouraged to pick up a paintbrush and tap 
into their inner Bob Ross, by helping paint the 
new mural. 

“It was amazing,” Boo says, adding, “I think 
the youngest we had helping out was five years 
old and the oldest was 70-something. We 
mapped it all out in chalk the day before, with 
different parts sectioned off and images pasted 
of what the finished section should look like.” 

As we spoke, Boo was adding the final 
finishing touches and she very much hoped 
it would be completed by the end of the day, 
which was Friday. 

“Everyone has a story about the last time 
they painted, or perhaps it had been years 
since they’ve held a brush, or this is the first 
time they’ve ever actually painted, or maybe 
they’ve only ever painted a wall in their house,” 

Boo laughed. “And they’re all nervous about 
brush strokes, but, you know, there’s no wrong 
way to do it here, we just want everyone to 
have a bit of fun. Yes, of course one or two went 
outside the lines, but that’s no problem.”

Boo is one half of the culinary duo behind 
Lady & Larder, a Santa Monica-based specialty 
cheese and cured meat shop located at 828 
Pico Blvd that she runs with her twin sister. 
She says her painting is more of a therapeutic 
thing, but how does a painter top a 140-ft, wall-
sized work of art..?

“The projects I’m most drawn to are areas 
where communities gather, like schools, 
playgrounds, parks, areas where kids and 
neighbors come together. I think those areas 
are always the most exciting because you get to 
be a little part of the story.

“When we came to this one, there was a 
mural here that had been painted 20 years ago, 
this wall was already painted and that’s always 
a strange part of the process. You cover up an 
old one to start a new one, you’re erasing a little 
bit of history to make new history.”

scott.snowden@smdp.com

Boo Simms
MURAL: All the paint needed has been generously donated by the Dunn-Edwards Corporation.

and local governments, which often 
include parking lots, vacant parcels, 
and unused or abandoned commercial 
properties.

Too many of California’s cities and 
counties are failing to meet the housing 
needs of their lower- and middle-income 
residents; in 2021, our state produced 
less than 17 percent of the affordable 
units we need to meet our goals.

While it’s not a silver bullet, SB 423 

can get us back on track by doubling 
down on SB 35 – a law that’s already 
proven its power to improve housing 
affordability for thousands of California 
families.

Santa Monica has a proud legacy 
of supporting workers and building 
affordable housing. It’s time for every 
city across California to do the same. It’s 
time to pass SB 423.

Jesse Zwick is a member of the Santa Monica City 
Council.

COMMENTARY
FROM PAGE 4
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Jewish Family Service

Courtesy Photo
AWARD: Jewish Family Service LA (JFSLA) has been honored as a 2023 California Non-
profit of the Year by Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur. JFSLA is a leading social service 
agency in Los Angeles. They provide various services including food insecurity programs, 
domestic violence services, aging services, services for survivors of the Holocaust, ser-
vices for individuals with special needs and disabilities, and more. Assemblymember Zbur 
represents district 51, which includes the cities of Hollywood, West Hollywood, Beverly 
Hills, and Santa Monica.

we were just waiting for a few approvals to go 
through, but then the pandemic came. And 
because we own a bunch of restaurants in Japan, 
we had to go back because Japan was hit very 
badly with the pandemic as well,” says Kodai.

“We had to take care of the business in Tokyo 
and then we couldn’t fly back to the US. Japan 
wasn’t letting anyone travel overseas for a while. 
So that pretty much stopped us from operating 
here,” Kodai says, adding, “We came back last 
year and we had to start seeking approvals again 
and doing a little bit more of construction and 
stuff like that. So it took us nearly a year since 
we restarted the project. And yeah, so here we 
are now.”

The Raku Corporation will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary next year and it all began when the 
father of Kodai and Yudai, Takashi Uno, opened 
the first Shirubē in Tokyo in 1974. Kodai himself 
studied in Vancouver, first at high school and 
then at the renowned Pacific Institute of Culinary 
Arts. Dividing his time between Canada and 
Tokyo, Kodai worked with his father running the 
family business before opening two restaurants 
in Vancouver. 

However, in March 2011, a massive 
earthquake struck Japan, which invariably 
affected the country’s economy. “We all had to 
focus on keeping the business alive, so we closed 
everything that was in Canada and we had to 
focus on Japan,” Kodai said.

However, during his time spent with our 
neighbors to the north, Kodai worked extensively 
with different recipes, ingredients and cooking 
styles from countries all over the world, 
particularly France and Italy and as such, you’ll 
find subtle references to those in some of the 
items on the menu and wine list. 

Shirubē serves two beers, one Japanese and 
one American, plus a nice list of nine types of 
sake to choose from and all of this unfolds in 
1,800 square feet of space that offers a total of 60 
covers, both at tables and at bar. 

The décor itself is simple, effective and elegant, 
with a somewhat industrial aesthetic. Plus there’s 
also a samurai warrior placed high up on the wall 
at one end with the family’s crest on the left and 
the name of the restaurant on the right. 

“Our family is from one of the two biggest 
samurai clans from thousands of years ago and 
our family has ancestors that were samurai,” Kodai 
says. “We kept everything simple [inside the 
restaurant] but we wanted to display something 
that’s Japanese and I think the samurai armor is 
probably the best example.”

Shirubē is at 424 Wilshire Blvd and opens 
between 5 and 11 p.m., seven days a week, 
currently. 

scott.snowden@smdp.com

RESTAURANT
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Shirubē
IZAKAYA: The restaurant’s opening was 
delayed by the pandemic but it’s now feeding 
customers.
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Classifieds CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	
Travel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

InsuranceAutos Wanted Help Wanted

Cable/Satellite TV

Internet

Announcements

Financial Services

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

Real Estate Loans

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission 
kit! Limited offer!   Why 
wait?  Call now: 1-855-667-
0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-
SCAN) 

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote -Call 
now before the next power 
outage: 1-844-439-5645 
(SCAN)
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS   Fast Free Pickup – 
Running or Not - 24 Hour 
Response - Maximum 
Tax Donation – Help Find 
Missing Kids! Call 1-888-
491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? Your car donation 
to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Fast free pick. Running or 
not!  Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495. (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no 
deseado? Donelo a 
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida 
rápida y gratuita en los 50 
estados.  Patriotic Hearts 
ofrece programas para 
ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-844-244-5441 
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle? 
Get more! Free Towing. Tax 
Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 
2-night/3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations. Call 
Heritage for the Blind to 
donate your vehicle today. 
CALL 1-844-491-2884 
(Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year Price 
Guarantee. The most live 
MLB games this season, 
200+ channels and over 
45,000 on-demand titles. 
$84.99/mo for 24 months 
with CHOICE Package. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. 
Government program 
for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-480-0769 (Cal-
SCAN)

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited 
time offer get $50 off on 
any new account. Use 
code GIFT50. For more 
information, call 1-844-
908-0605 (SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share 
is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. 
CNPA’s Advertising 
Services’ power to connect 
to nearly 13 million of the 
state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, 
makes our services an 
indispensable marketing 
solution. For more info call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or cecelia@cnpa.com

DID YOU KNOW 
Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable 
it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, 
posted, copied, edited, 
and emailed countless 
times throughout the 
day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising.   For a free 
brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecelia@
cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 
months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-
SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose 
Real Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.
viploan.com Call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. 
No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN)

CLEARLAKE LOTS FOR 
SALE - 5K SF, Utilities 
Available, $500 Down, 
$286 per month. Call (707) 
998-1785 or (707) 523-
5239. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 
(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(Cal-SCAN)

BlackRock Financial 
Management, Inc. is 
seeking applications for 
the following positions 
in Santa Monica, CA: 
Vice President, Lead 
Engineer. Pay range: 
$ 1 9 8 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 1 0 , 0 0 0 /
yr, Duties: Coordinate 
individual projects, 
priorities, deadlines & 
deliverables using AGILE 
methodologies. Deliver 
high throughput, scalable, 
highly available, & 
concurrent & fault tolerant 
software systems. Ref 
code: R231297).

Real Estate/Land For State

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074 or email cindy@smdp.com

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED HERE

quarter of this year – one of the highest 
in the country – compared to just 4.1% in 
California, according to U.S. census data. 

Little state funding for Texas cities, but 
outsized federal resources

Texas gets by almost entirely on money 
from the federal government and private 
donations, whereas California recently has 
made large contributions in state funding to 
homeless services.

Last year, Texas put $19.7 million of state 
funding into its three main homelessness 
programs – equal to about $806 per unhoused 
person. California poured $1.85 billion into 
its three main programs – or $10,786 for 

every unhoused person. 
Houston puts no city money into 

homelessness. Instead, service providers there 
rely on federal funding – of which they 
get an outsized amount. The Houston area 
received $45.2 million for homelessness from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development in 2021, or about $14,483 for 
every homeless person in the region. Leaders 
there say they win extra federal dollars because 
they’ve proven that their strategies work.

Los Angeles County got $155.4 million – 
but that equates to just $2,386 per unhoused 
person. San Francisco got $6,629 per 
unhoused person, and Sacramento County 
got $3,203. 

Two of Texas’ most well-known 
homelessness programs – Austin’s Community 

First! Village of tiny homes and San Antonio’s 
massive, 1,600-bed shelter – were founded on 
private donations. 

Texas’ enforcement-heavy approach 
wouldn’t fly in California

Texas is cracking down on homeless 
communities in a way California is unwilling 
and unable to do. With support from 
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott, Texas in 2021 
passed a law that makes camping in public 
places a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
of up to $500. Republican lawmakers in 
California tried to pass versions of that ban 
this year, but their bills died in committee. 

Some California cities recently started 
prohibiting encampments in certain places, 
such as near schools, but a federal court 
ruling severely limits their ability to enforce 

broader bans. The 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, whose rulings govern nine Western 
states ruled cities cannot penalize someone 
for sleeping on public property if there are no 
other options. Cities have interpreted that to 
mean they can’t clear a camp unless they have 
shelter beds for all its occupants. 

Leaders in Texas have no such court ruling 
tying their hands. Even so, different cities in 
Texas use different tactics. Houston attempts 
to get everyone into housing – or into a bed 
in its brand-new navigation center – before 
clearing an encampment. In Austin, activists 
say police force unhoused people to move 
from camp to camp – often pushing them out 
of sight into wooded areas far from services.

This article was originally published by CalMatters.
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

9WEEKEND EDITION, JULY 1 - JULY 2, 2023

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). At an arm’s length, a thing 
is so understandable as to be unremarkable. If you back 
away, it gets even more ordinary to the point of blending 
into the inconsequential background. But if you get closer 
instead, the wonder sets in. 
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The spirit of generosity 
isn’t always about giving. Today it’s about ignoring — or 
at least pretending to. Though you see all, you’ll graciously 
turn a blind eye to someone’s faults, flowing attention to 
the very thing they would prefer. 
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). What so often stands 
in the way of major progress is minor disputes. It’s the 
law of accumulation. The whole universe is made up of 
tiny things. You’ll be mindful of the minutiae of each 
interaction. 

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). “I have found the paradox, 
that if you love until it hurts, there can be no more hurt, 
only more love,” said Mother Teresa. If there’s a pain point 
to blow past, today you will certainly do it. 
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Past encounters have instilled in 
you the wisdom to exercise restraint. Today this is coming 
off as poise, and an innate elegance that will attract various 
forms of favor and other positive outcomes.
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re getting stronger by 
accepting more responsibility. Today you’ll get a chance 
to grow in versatility too. Because as worthy a pursuit as 
strength may be, it will not be effective without versatility. 

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You have tact and diplomacy 
in abundance. You’ll speak to the needs and wants of others 
and argue your points with gentle persuasion. Your point of 
view will be respected and will sway the group.
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). There are those who 
consistently bring out your kind and friendly nature, and 
others who seem predisposed to irritate you. Regardless, 
you build up your core social and emotional skills with the 
aim of maintaining balance around anyone and everyone.
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Some are so afraid of 
being wrong that they rage against the notion. You welcome 
the chance to become more aware of the truth. Being 
corrected leads to greater accuracy. You’re determined to 
know all that’s necessary to reach excellence. 

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The change you’re 
going for will occur in the future, but there’s still a benefit 
to touching back on a bit of past pain that might be keeping 
you stuck.
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s possible for people 
to learn to do a job better, but if you can get someone who 
already knows, everything will be easier today. When the 
right person is doing the right job, things come together in 
a snap and problems are solved quickly. 
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Oscillating atoms give 
the impression of a solid world. Even though you’re right 
there in it, you sense the illusory nature of this plane of 
consciousness. Let the realizations embolden you. You may 
as well experiment, play around and enjoy this persistent 
version of reality.

Welcome to your year of great courage: bold actions, public expression and the moxie to ask for, and receive, more than you thought 
possible. More highlights: You’ll add to your education and earning power, too. Your relationships improve and multiply. You’ll form mighty 
bonds and beautiful networks of loose ties too. Gemini and Leo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 12, 4, 48, 21 and 5.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 1)

HOROSCOPES

PUZZLES
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Let’s order in  tonight

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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Westside
What’s Up

out and about in Santa Monica

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

SATURDAY | JULY 1
POSITIVE PARENTING: BEHAVIORAL STRUGGLES IN 
CHILDREN
Pico Branch Library, 2201 Pico Blvd. 10:30 - 11:30 
a.m. United Mental health Promoters presents this 
free, confidential and educational conversation 
for parents, grandparents and caregivers. UMHP 
aims to reduce the stigma associated with mental 
illness by increasing awareness, removing 
barriers, engaging families with children and 
improving timely access to culturally- and 
linguistically- appropriate resources. A light 
breakfast is served and childcare provided. To 
register, email library@santamonica.gov or call 
(310) 458-8600.

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION AT SANTA 
MONICA COLLEGE
SMC’s Independence Day Celebration—the 
biggest, most sensational patriotic community 
event on the Westside! Bring your family and 
friends to SMC for a star-spangled salute to our 
nation’s independence. Come early, picnic on the 
lawn, enjoy continuous entertainment and special 
exhibits (with plenty of refreshments available 
for purchase), and cap off the evening with a 
spectacular fireworks salute to America. Santa 
Monica College 1900 Pico Blvd. Santa Monica, 
CA 90405 https://www.smc.edu/calendar/index.
php#event-details/349216ef-e8d8-4118-aa78-
e1d6af36a997

SUNDAY | JULY 2
DAPPER DAY SOCIAL
Calling all vintage buffs- legendary LA event 
producers Dapper Day will host an afternoon at 
the Santa Monica Place full of vintage fun: music, 
refreshments, vintage shopping, and more!

MONDAY | JULY 3 

20 QUESTIONS TRIVIA @ O’BRIEN’S
20 Questions Trivia is like no other trivia show, 
because you’re a part of the show. Wrong 
answers count for partial credit if they’re funny.
Every week the show has a theme, and all the 
questions and/or answers revolve around that 
theme. That makes it possible to figure out the 
answer even if you don’t know it. And every 
question is followed by a song, which is usually 
an additional clue to the correct answer.

TUESDAY | JULY 4
FOURTH OF JULY PARADE
The 2023 parade returns to its classic route. 
The parade kicks off promptly at 9:30am at 
Pico and Main Street, traveling South on Main 
Street before turning right onto Marine, ending 
at Barnard Way. You can watch the parade 
anywhere along the Main Street route as classic 
cars and community organizations make their 
way to Lot 5 South by the beach. The official 
parade grandstand will be located in front of the 

Ocean Park Library at the corner of Ocean Park 
and Main Street. On the 4th of July much of Main 
Street and some adjacent streets leading to it will 
be closed to vehicle traffic from 6 a.m. – noon. 
Public parking is available at several parking 
lots off Neilson Way and beach lots to the west. 
Consider walking, biking or taking the metro to 
watch the parade. Ocean Park Library 2601 Main 
St. Santa Monica, CA 90405

WEDNESDAY | JULY 5
DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET
Santa Monica Farmers Markets create thriving, 
vibrant communities that are inclusive, 
connected, and diverse by promoting the 
prosperity of California farmers and small food 
businesses, preservation of the agricultural arts 
and sustainable food systems. The Wednesday is 
open 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine, and may be 
closed for selected holidays. 

THURSDAY | JULY 6
TECH & TASKS
Volunteer tutors provide help with reading 
documents or written tasks, using mobile devices, 
navigating government websites, filling out 
forms, using email, writing resumes, and more. 
The July 13 program includes transportation 
representatives from the Santa Monica Active 
Aging Program. 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Main Library, 
Tutoring Center.

NOMA’S MEETING
SM Police Chief Ramon Batista will be discussing 
current policing policy and resident safety and 
hearing the concerns of members of the city’s 
business community at the North of Montana 
Avenue Neighborhood Association’s monthly 
meeting. Ridwell, SM’s newest recycling service 
for home pick-up of plastic bags and wrappings, 
will also be featured on the program. The meeting 
begins at 7 pm via Zoom — details at http://www.
smnoma.org — and the public is invited.

FRIDAY | JULY 7
OPEN MIC MUSIC
Open mic music every Friday at 7pm to 10pm 
At Unurban coffeehouse 3301 pico Blvd Santa 
Monica ca. 90405 Open to all ages no alcohol, 
open to all. With a professional sound system 
and lighting system now. Just come in and play.
Tickets for sale in the event until there is no more 
room. You get 2 songs or ten mins.

READ THE ROOM
Comedy Meets Spirituality! Get a REAL tarot 
card reading by the one and only Jova Illa! Then 
have Spirit’s voice interpreted into hilarity by 
comedian Jenny Zigrino Want a reading? Drop 
your name in the Mystical Bucket, and we’ll let 
The Universe choose which souls need biting, 
witty, advice until the show ends! Bergamot 
Station Arts Center 2525 Michigan Ave.

Draw Date: 6/28
19  25  34  57  68
Power#: 4
Jackpot: 493 M

Draw Date: 6/27
8  34  35  41  52
Mega#: 12
Jackpot: 368 M

Draw Date: 6/28
5  9  12  34  46
Mega#: 27
Jackpot: 72 M

Draw Date: 6/29
5  6  12  13  16

Draw Date: 6/29
EVENING: 1  6  0

Draw Date: 6/29
MIDDAY: 5  4  5

Draw Date: 6/29
1st: 10 - Solid Gold
2nd: 05 - California Classic
3rd: 06 - Whirl Win
Race Time: 1:47.77

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mis-
takes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery 
regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available 
at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER
Saturday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a high near 76.
Saturday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 65.
Sunday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, partly sunny, with a high near 74.
Sunday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 62.

2023/07/01	 Sat		  02:59 AM		  -0.75		  L
2023/07/01	 Sat		  09:30 AM		  3.50		  H
2023/07/01	 Sat		  1:38 PM			   2.36		  L
2023/07/01	 Sat		  8:12 PM			   6.66		  H
2023/07/02	 Sun		  03:42 AM		  -1.23		  L
2023/07/02	 Sun		  10:14 AM			  3.65		  H
2023/07/02	 Sun		  2:27 PM			   2.35		  L
2023/07/02	 Sun		  8:56 PM			  6.95		  H
2023/07/03	 Mon		  04:26 AM		  -1.52		  L
2023/07/03	 Mon		  10:59 AM		  3.77		  H
2023/07/03	 Mon		  3:16 PM			   2.31		  L
2023/07/03	 Mon		  9:42 PM			  7.08		  H
2023/07/04	 Tue		  05:11 AM			  -1.62		  L
2023/07/04	 Tue		  11:45 AM			  3.89		  H
2023/07/04	 Tue		  4:08 PM			  2.27		  L
2023/07/04	 Tue		  10:29 PM		  6.97		  H
2023/07/05	 Wed		  05:56 AM		  -1.51		  L
2023/07/05	 Wed		  12:32 PM			  4.03		  H

Date		  Day		  Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low

Trending toward very small again but maybe still 
enough swell leftover from the SSW and NW to be 
rideable. Should be clean in the morning.

Many breaks dropping below waist high in the 
morning. The wildcard will be Adrian the EPAC 
tropics which could prop surf size back up across 
the region for the afternoon — nudging many 
breaks back into 2-3’ range surf through the PM.

SATURDAY SURF:
FAIR

2-3ft
Thigh to waist

SUNDAY SURF:
POOR TO FAIR

1-2ft
Knee to thigh

SURF REPORT WATER TEMP: 64.4

ADVERTISE WITH US
TODAY!
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One Medical makes it easy to get in-person primary care and 24/7 virtual care for your 
body and mind. Visit us in our comfortable, modern offices or right from your phone — our 
providers will make you feel seen, heard, and cared for.

Get $55* off your 1st year of membership with code: SMDPOM
Learn more at onemedical.com/smdp
*Terms & conditions apply

The doctor’s office tailor-made for Los Angeles.

Avoid the 405 
with 10 primary 
care offices

10 primary care offices in the area

24/7 on-demand virtual care via message 
or video

Improved appointment lengths with 
minimal wait

Request prescription refills via our app

Simple referral process for specialists


