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Santa Monica Star
The final pages from this month’s Santa Monica Star 
are inside this edition.

SMMUSD agrees to bargaining 
agreement with union

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

The Santa Monica Unified 
School District and Santa Monica-
Malibu Classroom Teachers 
Association have agreed to new 
terms in their collective bargaining 
agreement, which was set to expire 
Tuesday, June 30.

In recent weeks, educators 
throughout SMMUSD have been 
subject to pink slips as well as a 

pandemic, which has forced them 
to adapt their classroom curriculum 
to an online world in a matter of 
weeks.

As opposed to spending dozens 
of hours debating the specifics of 
health care, the school calendar and 
salary schedules, union members 
decided it was best to put contract 
negotiations on hold until next year 
so they can focus on the best ways 
to educate students in the coming 
months, SMMCTA president Sarah 

Braff said Friday.
“‘Interest Based’ bargaining is 

a time consuming process, so our 
members chose to invest that time 
improving distance and/or in-class 
learning,” Braff said. “We thank the 
district for their cooperation and 
are eager to get to work helping kids 
learn.”

SMMUSD’s board of education 
approved the contract with a 

Local beats grandmaster to win 
national chess tournament

City prepares for oral 
arguments in CVRA lawsuit

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

It’s been more than four years 
since the City of Santa Monica was 
named as a defendant in a voting 
rights lawsuit, but attorneys for 
the city and Pico Neighborhood 
Association are due back in court 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, June 30, for oral 
arguments. 

The hearing stems from a 
complaint filed in the California 
Superior Court in April 2016, 

alleging that the at-large election 
system for City Council dilutes 
LatinX voting power in violation 
of the California Voting Rights Act 
(CVRA) and other statutes. 

Trial for the CVRA lawsuit began 
on Aug. 1, 2018, in Los Angeles 
Superior Court and the City of 
Santa Monica lost. The city was 
ordered to conduct a district-based 
election on July 2, 2019. It was 
also ordered that no City Council 

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

Danial Asaria beat his first 
grandmaster in a chess tournament 
when he was 15-years-old, but 
the recent Santa Monica High 
School graduate has a number of 
accomplishments — on and off the 
board — that one may find even 
more impressive.

Asaria started playing chess when 
he was 7-years-old and attending 
Franklin Elementary School.

“At first, I was always a very 
energetic kid and my parents 
wanted me to focus the energy on 
something productive,” Asaria said 
in an interview. “Originally, I was 
hoping to play soccer and I thought 
chess would be boring, but after 
the first match, I was automatically 
hooked. I think I liked it because 
I was able to battle against others 

and try to outwit them in a peaceful 
manner without actually hurting 
anyone.”

Six weeks after taking his first 
pawn in a match, Asaria sat down 
to play his coach, he said, “and I 
was completely winning before I 
blundered it at the end. But I was 
winning and the coach was really, 
really surprised… so we signed up 
for the Los Angeles Chess Club.”

In the years since, Asaria said he 
has been fortunate enough to travel 
the world because of his prowess 
on the board. And up until Covid-
19 forced the cancellation of nearly 
every event in the country, he had a 
plane ticket booked for Ohio, where 
he was hoping to compete in his 
final tournament as a high-schooler.

“It got canceled at first and there 
was going to be nothing at all, but 
then they organized an online 
tournament,” Asaria said. “And it 

was only for seniors and featured 
a field of really strong competitors, 
I actually think it was one of the 
strongest tournaments I’ve played 
in.”

In the first round, Asaria played 
an International Master, which is 
the second highest title one can 
achieve in chess. In the next match, 
he was tasked with beating an actual 
grandmaster. 

Ten moves into the game, the 
prospective Trojan was down one 
piece and soon found himself down 
two pieces, “which is essentially 
resignable,” Asaria said, “and I was 
so close to resigning, but then I 
realized this is the last tournament 
of my high-school career. I shouldn’t 
just blank out and give up.”

“Luckily,” he added, “Out 
of nowhere, I got this attack and 

SEE CHESS PAGE 5

SEE AGREEMENT PAGE 5SEE CRVA PAGE 5

Courtesy photo  
CHESS: A Samohi Graduate has been making a name for himself in the 
world of competitive chess. 
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART
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 DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 66.2°

MONDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3ft Waist to stomach high
Small SSW swell lingers. Long period new SSW swell builds. Modest NW windswell.

TUESDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4ft Waist to shoulder high
Long period SSW swell builds -- the most size further west in the region. Minor NW windswell. Watching winds for 
the AM -- looking favorable at this point.

SURF REPORT

Draw Date:06/24 
15  22  27  33  46      
Power#: 23
Jackpot:42 M 

Draw Date: 06/23 
6  20  37  40  48      
Mega#: 15
Jackpot: 44 M

Draw Date: 06/24 
8  11  19  31  42                    
Mega#: 22
Jackpot: 18 M

Draw Date: 06/25
7  8  19  28  39

Draw Date: 06/25
Evening: 6  1  5

Draw Date: 06/25
Midday: 0  6  5 

Draw Date: 06/25
1st: 10 - SOLID GOLD
2nd: 07 - EUREKA
3rd: 01 - GOLD RUSH
RACE TIME: 1:47.36

Monday: Patchy fog before noon. Otherwise, partly sunny, with a high near 65.
Monday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Tuesday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a high near 69.
Tuesday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Wednesday: Patchy fog. Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a high near 70.
Wednesday Night: Patchy fog. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 61.
Thursday: Patchy fog. Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a high near 72.

2020/06/29	 Mon		  04:53 AM		  3.65		  H
2020/06/29	 Mon		  10:52 AM		  1.04		  L
2020/06/29	 Mon		  5:43 PM			   5.49		  H	
2020/06/30	 Tue		  12:38 AM		  0.85		  L
2020/06/30	 Tue		  06:23 AM		  3.52		  H
2020/06/30	 Tue		  11:44 AM			  1.40		  L
2020/06/30	 Tue		  6:28 PM			  5.96		  H
2020/07/01	 Wed		  01:36 AM		  0.07		  L
2020/07/01	 Wed		  07:41 AM		  3.58		  H
2020/07/01	 Wed		  12:35 PM		  1.69		  L
2020/07/01	 Wed		  7:12 PM			   6.36		  H
2020/07/02	 Thu		  02:26 AM		  -0.57		  L
2020/07/02	 Thu		  08:44 AM		  3.71		  H
2020/07/02	 Thu		  1:24 PM			   1.91		  L
2020/07/02	 Thu		  7:55 PM			   6.64		  H
2020/07/03	 Fri		  03:12 AM		  -1.01		  L
2020/07/03	 Fri		  09:36 AM		  3.84		  H
2020/07/03	 Fri		  2:12 PM			   2.07		  L

Date		  Day of the Week	 Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Who would you be if certain 
limitations had not been in place to keep you pinned to a 
particular life tract? You’ll get a glimpse of that, along with 
the reassurance that you, like most, are better for what you’ve 
had to overcome.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). In circles where the 
competition is ramped up and being cool is very important, 
there may not be a lot of genuine care being exchanged. It’s 
fine as long as you know the difference and seek out the hearts 
that are like yours.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Normally, you would find 
it impossible to be happy when others are suffering in the 
world. But today’s good feelings creep up on you. Shouldn’t 

you just accept them? Someone should be happy. Why not 
you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). In many ways, this is a life 
under water. Everything adjusts, constantly. Move, and you 
change the current. Voids are immediately filled. Everything 
gets traded for something else.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll find yourself playing games 
you didn’t plan to play and strategizing when you’d rather 
be direct. This is a case of needing to participate in the fray 
before you can rise above it. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You may prefer that people 
behave in a certain way, but you do not require this of them 
in order to earn your respect. You give your respect up front 

and then hope for the best. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). No matter how useful is a 

person, you’re careful not to let their usefulness define them. 
People are not tools. They are valuable beyond what they 
provide. Your actions prove your belief in humanity. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Even if the situation is not 
designed or assumed to be short-term, if you come at it as 
though it were only temporary, you’ll appreciate, notice and 
remember it all better. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You perform your 
good deed of the day in the usual way -- without hope of 
reward and in full understanding that the process you are 
furthering is not your own. It will feel terrific!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Often, it is the case that 
the pursuit of improvement does something but not quite 
enough. It’s as though dwelling on the fix only affirms the 
brokenness of a thing. Acceptance is ultimately the key to 
change. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You may as well be on 
the floor of the stock exchange for all that you trade today. 
Whatever you value, you’ll give it, and you’ll accept something 
of equal or greater value in return.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Oscar Wilde said, “Morality 
is simply the attitude we adopt toward people we personally 
dislike.” You’ll prove your evolved spirit as you refrain from 
judgment or even opinion and simply focus elsewhere.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (JUNE 29)

There is a gleaming purpose pulling you forward. You’re not thinking of you, only what’s best for the whole. In the way you live, work and conduct yourself, you will build solid foundations that will serve generations to come. 
In spite of your selflessness and modesty, you’ll be often celebrated and awarded. Aries and Sagittarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 30, 1, 19, 44 and 16.
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Sorry, but it is all geek to me

Starting from 

$88
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
Ordinance Number 2640 (CCS)

(City Council Series)

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA 

AMENDING SANTA MONICA MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 4.65.030 TO PROVIDE A 
TEMPORARY EXEMPTION FOR EMERGENCY AMBULANCE AND BILLING SERVICES

The following is a summary of Ordinance Number 2640 (CCS) prepared by the Office of 
the City Attorney:

Santa Monica Municipal Code (SMMC) Section 4.65.030 establishes exemptions 
from the application of SMMC Chapter 4.65, Living Wage, including an exemption for 
entities providing emergency ambulance and billing services.  Prior to amendment, the 
exemption for emergency ambulance and billing services sunset effective June 30, 
2020.  The Ordinance amends SMMC Section 4.65.030 to extend the sunset date for 
the exemption for emergency ambulance and billing services to January 31, 2023.    

The Ordinance will take effect thirty days after its adoption.  

The full text of the above Ordinance is available upon request from the office of the City 
Clerk, located at 1685 Main Street, Room 102, Santa Monica.  Phone: (310) 458-8211.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
Ordinance Number 2641 (CCS)

(City Council Series

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA 
AMENDING SANTA MONICA MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 11.04.120 TO 

PLACE A CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATION IN THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES’S OFFICAL SAMPLE BALLOT AND TRANSFER COSTS FOR A 

CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT TO THE CANDIDATE

The following is a summary of Ordinance Number 2641 (CCS) prepared by the Office of 
the City Attorney:

California Election Code Section 13307 allows candidates to prepare a written statement 
of qualifications and requires the City Clerk to distribute these candidate statements to 
voters and provide a Spanish translation of the statement to candidates wishing to have 
one. Section 13307 also allows local agencies to charge candidates for all or part of the 
costs incurred for printing, handling, translating, mailing, and electronically distributing 
candidate statements. 

The Ordinance amends Santa Monica Municipal Code Section 11.04.120 to provide 
that: (1) candidate statements will be published and distributed in the County’s Official 
Sample Ballot (rather than a separate supplemental voter pamphlet prepared by the 
City as in past elections); and (2) for elections occurring prior to November 2022, the 
costs of printing, handling, and translating candidate statements will be paid by the 
candidates (rather than the City as in past elections).  The Ordinance provides that 
for elections occurring in or after November 2022, the costs of printing, handling, and 
translating candidate statements will return to being paid by the City.   

The Ordinance will take effect thirty days after its adoption.

The full text of the above Ordinance is available upon request from the office of the City 
Clerk, located at 1685 Main Street, Room 102, Santa Monica.  Phone: (310) 458-8211.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NUMBER: 
2020092645 ORIGINAL FILING 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES on 
06/08/2020 The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as 
Ecophant . 1247 Federal Ave #202 
, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The 
full name of registrant(s) is/are: 
Aliya Berkaliyeva  1247 Federal 
Ave  Los Angeles, CA 90025. 
This Business is being conducted 
by:  an Individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
or names listed on (Date)04/2020. 
/s/: Aliya Berkaliyeva . Aliya 
Berkaliyeva .  This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES County on 06/08/2020. 
NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE 
DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR 
TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself autho-
rize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name statement in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Busi-
ness and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 06/22/2020, 06/29/2020, 
07/06/2020, 07/13/2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NUMBER: 
2020094311 ORIGINAL FILING 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
on 06/11/2020 The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business 
as Gutierrez Services . 1538 
Franklin Street Apartment E , 
Santa Monica, CA 90404.  The full 
name of registrant(s) is/are: Joan 
Gutierrez  1538 Franklin Street 
Apartment E Santa Monica, CA 
90404. This Business is being 
conducted by:  an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed on (Date)01/2014. /s/: Joan 
Gutierrez . Joan Gutierrez .  This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
County on 06/11/2020. NOTICE: 

Case No. 20SMCP00084
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles
Petition of  Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner or Attorney: Lawrence 
Randolph Gardner  for filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree 
of changing names as follows 
Lawrence Randolph Gardner  to 
Randy Gardner The court orders 
that all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. 
Notice of Hearing: 
Date: July, 10th ,  2020, Time: 8:30 
a.m, Dept: K, Room: 20A
The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
Main St. Santa Monica, CA 90401
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the 
following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: Feb 18, 2020

THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS 
FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY 
CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Busi-
ness and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 06/22/2020, 06/29/2020, 
07/06/2020, 07/13/2020.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 20CHCP00137
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles
Petition of  Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner or Attorney: Avery 
Nolan by and through guardians 

for filed a petition with this court 
for a decree of changing names 
as follows Avery Nolan Carranza  
to Adonis Xhaiden Carranza  The 
court orders that all persons 
interested in this matter shall 
appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be 
granted. 
Notice of Hearing: 
Date: August 5th,  2020, Time: 
8:30 a.m, Dept: F, Room: 49
The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 9425 
Penfield Ave , Chatsworth, CA 
91311
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the 
following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: June 03, 2020

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 20SMCP00146
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles
Petition of  Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner or Attorney: Chen Qian  
for filed a petition with this court 
for a decree of changing names 
as follows Chen Qian  to Casey 
Elijah Qian court orders that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should 
not be granted. 
Notice of Hearing: 
Date: August  7, 2020, Time: 8:30 
a.m, Dept: K, Room: A-203
The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA, CA 
90401
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the 
following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: June 09, 2020

Name Change

Name Change

eventually turned the board, so after that I 
started to feel more confident and gain 
momentum.”

Nearly 20 moves later, Asaria said “I had 
somehow managed to checkmate him. I 
immediately leapt out of my chair and sprinted 
down the hall to tell my dad about my cunning 
trickery and my undeserving win,” and when 
he returned to the computer he was met with 
a stern message from organizers about his 
squealing noises.

“This game was a refreshing reminder of one 
of the important life lessons I plan to take from 
chess into college and beyond,” Asaria said. 
“And that is to never give up even in the most 
hopeless of situations.”

And while Asaria said he doesn’t intend to 
play professionally in the future, the 18-year-
old does plan to continue to give back to the 
community through the different nonprofit 
tournaments he holds with the I-CERV 
organization and the Aga Khan Youth and 
Sports Board.

I’ve realized chess lessons and opportunities 
can be expensive but I don’t want financial 
status to hinder any student from reaching 
their potential,” Asaria added. “That’s why I 
am planning to partake in a national initiative 
with the Aga Khan Education Board/Youth and 
Sports Board to virtually teach free chess classes 
to Ismaili Muslim kids around the country 
to try inspire hope, happiness, and learning 
during these tough times.”

brennon@smdp.com

CHESS
FROM PAGE 1

unanimous vote during Thursday night’s 
meeting.

The language of the contract, which can be 
seen online at bit.ly/3dE7rH4, remains mostly 
the same and will be in effect until through 
June 30, 2021. However, the contract states, 

“if it is evident that (health care) rates will 
increase substantially for the 2021 benefits 
year, the parties agree to have the Joint 
Committee for Health & Welfare Benefits 
review the rates and make recommendations 
to be considered by the parties.”

brennon@smdp.com

AGREEMENT
FROM PAGE 1

members elected at-large could continue 
to hold their seats past August 15, 2019. 
However an appeal was filed by city attorneys 
temporarily preserving the status quo.

The two sides are set to make oral 
arguments to the court of appeal Tuesday.

Either party can seek review by the 
California Supreme Court if they disagree 
with the court’s decision.

Both sides are hopeful the judge will issue 
a ruling by early July and in May 2019, the 
court gave the city of Santa Monica calendar 
preference to expedite briefing and argument 
in order to facilitate a November 2020 Council 
election. 

“The calendar preference called for the 
appellate decision by July 10, 2020,” Farrell 
said.

She said members of the public who wish to 
access Tuesday’s arguments via live-streaming 
on the Court’s website can do so by visiting: 
courts.ca.gov/2dca.htm. The public will be 
able to see and/or hear the court proceeding 
in the same manner as the participants and 
will have a similar experience to sitting in the 
courtroom gallery. 

Standard court rules, including the general 
prohibition against photographing, recording, 
and rebroadcasting of court proceedings 
(including those held by telephone or 
videoconference) are still in effect.

brennon@smdp.com

CRVA
FROM PAGE 1
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If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge
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DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN
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(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM
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TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION
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TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

No recovery, No fee

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

424-416-7340 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

BBoouurrggeett BBrrooss.. BBuuiillddiinngg MMaatteerriiaallss 
1636 - 11th Street

Santa Monica, CA  90404    

bourgetbros.com  (310) 450-6556
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needed it. I served a four-course
meal consisting of chips and salsa
for the appetizer, a Mediterranean
salad, pizza, and for dessert, cook-
ies with melted chocolate on top
and some oreo cookie crumbles 
all around.”
His mom, Kera said, “Jahrid

itemized the menu on the check
and where it said Total, he wrote,
No Charge. But, Jahrid added, 
I need you both to sign the bill 
confirming that you will continue 
to love each other and make each
other happy until death.”   
Jahrid explained that, “The gift 

of it is my parents need to always
be there in difficult times, in sick-
ness and in health, and in anger
and sadness.”
He added that he was not one to

plan far ahead. Our chef gains his
inspirations through daily life. 

Page 5June 2020 www.thesantamonicastar.com

Jahrid got the idea to surprise
his parents with a “date night.” He
asked them to dress up to attend 
a special dinner served on their
patio, where he played music 
and served a menu featuring his
best dishes.
Jahrid explains, “I did it because

I wanted to give my parents a time
to relax and enjoy each other. I
heard them talking about missing
date nights so I wanted to give
them a date night at home. I knew
they needed to relax and have a 
good time.
“I started by telling my mom that

she could not leave her room. If she
would just trust me, I would plan
the meal for that night. I then
texted my dad from my mom’s
phone telling him that my mom has
an amazing night planned for him,
but he had to dress up and wear a
suit. I then transformed the patio
into a romantic restaurant for two.    
“The meals I was honestly not

sure about, but knew I was serving
pizza. Everything else I created as I 

Passing Through the Pico Neighborhood

This month, our Chef Jahrid
Longsworth, a resident of the Pico
neighborhood and a middle school
student, decided to share the sur-
prise he gave to his parents on
Mother’s Day. He thought some
teens may want to try it for their
parents on Father’s Day or any
night to make it memorable.   

Chef Jahrid created a date night for
his parents, Barry and Kera.

Dairy-Free Living 
with Chef Jahrid

During the month of June, we can celebrate Flag Day,
Perennial Gardening Month, National Candy Month, 
National Iced Tea Month, National Safety Month, 

National Soul Food Month, National Zoo and Aquarium
Month, and National Skyscraper Month.

Chef Jahrid gets ready to serve
a delicious four-course meal.
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few months because of the deadly
virus, and many front-line workers
are still risking theirs to take care
of us and keep us safe.  
When we get tired of staying

home, eating at the same table and
pacing the same floor, we may want
to channel our restlessness into
helping those who have lost their
jobs and are worrying about losing
their homes or putting food on
their tables. After all, compassion
is our proud old American tradi-
tion, a perfect remedy to absorb
our excess energy and put it to
good use.
This pandemic is a serious health

and economic crisis. We're battling
a new, invasive and deadly enemy.
For that, 2020 will be forever re-
membered as an epic time when
our lives and livelihoods were
threatened. How we fight back and
what we do will directly affect the
future of our world. So, let's take a
pledge to do our part and live up 
to the challenge.
You can always reach me at 

qstubis@gmail.com.

Qin is a longtime columnist of
ours who lives in Bethesda, MD.

By Qin Sun Stubis
These days, doing 
chores as simple as 
grocery shopping or 
picking up your 
monthly medicine 
at the pharmacy  
can be quite daunt-

ing tasks, especially if you're eld-
erly or immune compromised. We
can probably count hundreds of
ways the pandemic has changed
our lives, no matter who we are
and where we may be, whether a
child in New York City or a farmer
in Idaho.
For a few months now, COVID-19

has disrupted our lives. With vari-
ous levels of quarantine and "stay-
at-home" orders still in place,
Americans are getting "cabin fever,"
a phenomenon normally reserved
only for frigid winter days.
This virus has tested our pa-

tience, forcing us to become iso-
lated, unsocial creatures. It is
against our nature to burrow away
for months on end, eating, sleep-
ing, working, studying, exercising,
and relaxing in the same space. 
So, it is no surprise that our impa-
tience and agitation have reached 
a high point: When will all this be
over? When will we finally be able
to reclaim our freedom?
We can sometimes forget that

right now, our world is infested
with a lethal, vicious virus, invisi-
ble to our naked, naive eyes. Since
we cannot see it, we often don't see 
the mortal danger we're facing, un-
knowingly surrendering ourselves
as prey to a hungry, merciless
pestilence in pursuit of victims.
Sometimes I wish that the coron-

avirus could manifest itself in the
form of a giant, scary alien with
bloody-red tentacles, growling as 
it roams down our neighborhood
streets, for the physical sight of an
approaching monster would surely
persuade us all to hunker down
and save lives.  
Before we moan and groan about

missing haircuts and restaurant
meals, we have to remind ourselves
that many of our fellow Americans
have lost their lives during the last

Pandemic Pledge: 
Live up to the Challenge  

Reflections From The East

From Me to You...
By Diane Margolin
When I first moved to
Santa Monica, I be-
came involved in a few
community organiza-
tions. I have been a
member of the Rotary
Club of Santa Monica

for about 30 years. Years ago I
worked in Community Relations in
the Santa Monica Police Depart-
ment. We worked with schools on
crime prevention programs and
created materials for the students
and newsletters for the community.
We ran a program called Westside
Safe Rides where students could
call on the weekends if they needed
a ride because they did not feel
comfortable driving home from 
a party.      

Wrapping Up a Great Year with 
the Rotary Club of Santa Monica 

projects and socials, and we have
strengthened our connections to
each other. 
From our weekly meetings that

featured experts presenting sub-
jects including medicine, technol-
ogy, veterans, music, art, wildlife
conservation, the Santa Monica
community, and other countries, to
our fun happy hours, parties, and
healthy living excursions, our Ro-
tarians continue to support each
other personally and professionally.
And, when the world was con-

fronted with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we rose to the challenge.
We transitioned seamlessly to a 
virtual world with virtual meetings,
socials, and classes, and continued
to serve our community through
hands-on service activities and
extra grants to the local non-profits
on the front lines of the crisis.
As the new Rotary Year begins,

our club will continue to make a
positive difference in the lives of
each of our members, in our local
community, and in the world. If
you are interested in learning more
about the Rotary Club of Santa
Monica, please contact Savi at 
rotaryclubofsantamonica@verizon.
net or visit our website at 
rotaryclubofsantamonica.org.

By Sharon Gavin
President
The official Rotary Year
concludes at the end 
of June. It’s been an 
honor and a privilege 
to serve as the club’s

president. The theme of my year
was “Connections,” and I am proud
to say that we have fulfilled this 
aspect on so many fronts. We have
connected to our community by
providing about $150,000 to local
causes, in addition to over 700
hours of hands-on service to help
those in need. 
From delivering meals to seniors

with Meals on Wheels West to
painting an apartment complex for
Safe Place for Youth to building
homes with Habitat for Humanity
to speaking to the teens at the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Santa Monica, our
Rotarians came out in force to live
our motto “Service Above Self.”
We have connected to the world

by donating almost $160,000 to 
international causes that have re-
sulted in bringing clean water to
villages in Oaxaca, new medical
equipment to a hospital in Oaxaca,
and shelter for people around the
globe. We have connected to other
Rotary Clubs with joint service

Community Service

The Santa Monica Chamber of-
fered many opportunities to meet
other business owners. Being on
the board of a non-profit such as 
the YMCA or the college was an-
other opportunity to meet more
new people.
Each time you worked on a spe-

cial project, you usually made more
friends. This past month, Susan
Potter, a dear friend, and her hus-
band Pat contracted the coron-
avirus and were in our local
hospitals. They are very active in
our community. I received calls
from several friends of ours ask-
ing how they were doing. Some
emailed, others called. Finally, we
were able to reach a relative, and 
we began receiving daily updates.
At that time, I felt an overwhelm-

ing sense of being a part of this 
incredibly caring community of
Santa Monica. We would forward
emails to those who had computers
and I would call those who didn’t.
Susan, who thankfully is now

home from the hospital, said she
was aware of the prayers and con-
cerns of her friends, even though
she couldn’t see or talk to us.
She and Pat are still dealing with
some of the characteristics 
of the virus we have heard about.
But, as they are getting stronger
each day, they feel the love of 
their friends who live and work
around them.
Please be sure to wear masks 

and honor social distancing. You
are protecting yourself and those
around you. 
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Openings Now for
Skilled Caregivers

Join the team at Right at Home.
Call Tim at 

310-313-0600 for details.

Toys Become More Fun for 
Adults as Their Kids Get Older

By Michael 
Margolin
Jake has just
turned four, and
Alexa's seventh
birthday is right
around the corner.
Generally, I do not
feel like there are 
a lot of things that

remind me that I am getting older. 
I am only about to turn 41, and 

I am blessed with good health, and
as far as I can tell, I have good cov-
erage on my head. I say as far as 
I can tell, because I have had my
head shaved for the last 20 years 
or so. But, Jake turning four years
old came with an unanticipated ex-
ample of how our kids are getting
older. It had to do with the gifts
Jake received. 
Alexa has not been given little kid

toys in a while. What I mean to say
is that for several years, she has
not received Playskool-type toys or
toys that are given to children still
trying to figure out what sound the
cow makes.  
Now, Jake is in Alexa's category.

Just looking at the gifts he re-
ceived, it is blatantly obvious that
we do not have infants or toddlers
anymore. I find the gifts that Jake
got for his birthday to be much
more fun to play with! We are
building rockets and racing cars
and making super bouncy balls! 
I KNOW what sound the cow
makes. I had never made a 
bouncy ball before.    
At the end of the day, I found my- 

From the Santa Monica History Museum

Children at Garfield Elementary School, circa 1930 --
School children participated in a nutrition class at Garfield Elementary,
which was built in 1910 and was located at 7th Street and Olympic 
Boulevard. Courtesy: Santa Monica History Museum, SMHM Collection 
[For historical reprints, please contact SMHM and specify image #36.2.151.]    

Thoughts From a Second-Time Father

self reflecting on how this is a new
stage. A stage we are lucky to be in,
and another one to get used to.
Jake's birthday fell on Mother's

Day. The next time it falls on the
second Sunday in May it will be 
for his 10th birthday. Chances 
are that one will be much different
than his fourth. 
Since nobody is really having a

normal birthday party, we arranged
for family and friends to drive by
and shout Happy Birthday to ac-
knowledge our little man's big day.
We had about 10 to 12 cars partici-
pate. A lot of them were filled with
friends I have had for more than 30
years with their wives and kids.
It reminds me of how thankful I

am to have surrounded myself with
such good people. The importance
of these special friendships is
something I will always stress to
my children. Because especially in
times like this, we need to be re-
minded of the good that we have in
our lives. Being able to see my
friends’ kids grow is special, too.
The older they get, the more fun
they become. I guess that goes 
for the toys as well.

Michael Margolin is the father 
of two young children. He is 
an avid sports fan and a 
soccer coach on Alexa’s team.

Downtown Business Owner Express Appreciation

As the owner of a small family-run
business in downtown Santa Mon-
ica for 75 years, I was so impressed
by the kindness and caring shown
by members of our local commu-
nity after the devastation we all 
experienced on Sunday, May 31.
On Monday, June 1, in the early

morning, I saw so many volunteers
wearing masks and gloves sweep-
ing up broken glass with their

brooms and dumping it into the
giant trash bags they had brought.
Others were repainting over the
graffiti left by the looters.
I felt the love and spirit of com-

munity exhibited by those who
came to help clean up. You are all
appreciated more than you can
imagine. Thank you so much for
your time and dedication. 

--Bill Bubar, Bubar’s Jewelers
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FR
EE DELIVERY

D
AILY 11:30am - 

9p
m

T H O U S A N D S  O F  C A N N A B I S  P R O D U C T S  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

Locations

In-Store Partners

VENICE  |  MARINA DEL REY  |  WEST LA  
CENTURY CITY  |  SANTA MONICA  

CULVER CITY  | BELAIRE  | MAR VISTA  
BEVERLY HILLS  |  BRENTWOOD 

MALIBU        |  PACIFIC PALISADESNow 
Delivering!

Now 
Delivering!

11:30 AM - 9 PM  Delivery
 

8:30 AM - 9:30 PM Curbside Pickup & In Store
 

 
 

• Curbside Pickup
• No Fee Delivery
• In Store Service

ERBAMARKETS.COM ERBAMARKETS | P. 310.207.1900                            
 C10-0000383-LIC

ErbaDelivered.com
STAY SAFE - ORDER ONLINE: NEW HOURS:

Thank you to all 1st Responders, Medical Personnel & Essential Service Providers OBSERVING ALL CDC CONTROLS


