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NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

Tony Young, 35, made the news in
January in Flint, Mich., when he tried to
stop the theft of his Mustang (“my pride
and joy”) by grabbing the spoiler and
hanging on for 20 minutes as the thief
drove through Flint and on two inter-
state highways at speeds up to 80 mph,
trying to shake him off. Young still man-
aged to call 911 on his cell phone and
describe his route until police could join
the chase, which ended when the driver
fled on foot and was captured. (Two
weeks later, “Young” was arrested and
charged with breaking into a home, and
police discovered that his real name is
Anthony Barry and that he has served
two stretches in prison.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 180th day of 2005.
There are 185 days left in the year.

On June 29, 1776, the Virginia state
constitution was adopted, and Patrick
Henry made governor.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“These are times in which a genius
would wish to live. It is not in the still
calm of life, or the repose of a pacific

station, that great characters are
formed ... Great necessities call out
great virtues.”

- ABIGAIL ADAMS
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Spending habits,
tourist traffic on
the rise in SM

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE —Tourists spent
$840.6 million in Santa Monica
last year, with the average person
spending $110.50 a day, a recent
study shows.

About $250 million of that
money was spent on shopping and
gifts, but dining and restaurants
also saw quite a bit of the revenue
— $196 million. Hotels raked in
$188 million.

And not only did visitors spend
more here, but there were more of
them. The report, commissioned
by the Santa Monica Convention
& Visitor’s Bureau, shows that the
number of visitors here has grown
significantly since 2000, which
was a peak year in the tourism
industry. Since then, visitor vol-
ume has increased from 3.8 mil-
lion people to 4.7 million people
annually, according to the report,
prepared by Lauren Schlau
Consulting and Skip Hull, an
economist based in San Diego.

The 9/11 terrorists attacks near-
ly halted travel in the last part of

2001, but it appears the industry is
on the rebound. Business and
international travelers to Santa
Monica are on the upswing; the
city in 2004 realized a record-
breaking $23.8 million in transient
occupancy tax, a 14 percent tax
paid by hotel guests.

“People had more money in
2004, and we had more of them
here,” Schlau said.

The increase isn’t just good for
City Hall coffers, but for local
merchants too, because overnight
visitors tend to spend more.

“This crucial research shows
the importance of domestic and
international overnight hotel
guests who spend more
$198.20 per day — compared to
the day wvisitor spending of
$73.47,” said Misti Kerns, presi-
dent and CEO of the visitor’s
bureau. “While overnight hotel
visitors comprise only 11 percent
of the total number of Santa
Monica’s visitors, they contribute
nearly half of the total spending.”

The TOT, which is about 35
percent of City Hall’s total gener-
al fund revenue, has grown by $11

domestic which is the strongest segment, led

Total Number of Visitors*

Total Annual Visitor Spending

Total Annual Visitor Spending
by Category (2004)

Hotel Tax Revenue to City 2

Visitor Sales Tax Revenue *

Santa Monica Jobs Supported by Tourism

Economic Impacts of Tourism in Santa Monica
Summary: In 2004, Santa Monica’s vital travel industry surpassed record estimated visitor

volume and spending levels set in 2000 but not seen since.
travelers, two of Santa Monica’s key segments, rebounded, but leisure, especially U.S.

Economic Impact of Santa Monica Visitors By Segment (2004)

International and business
the growth during this period.

4.74 million (2004) +1.3%
4.68 million (2003) +22.8%
3.81 million (2000)

$840.6 million (2004) +8.3%
$776.0 million (2003) -1.5%
$787.9 million (2000)

Shopping/gifts $242.9 million
Meals out 196.1 million
Lodging 188.4 million
Beverages 80.6 million
Transportation 69.3 million
Admissions 26.9 million
Groc./incidentals 22.3 million
Health/spa 14.0 million

$20.2 million (2004) +15.4%
$17.5 million (2003) - 6.4%
$18.9 million (2000)

$ 5.04 million (2004) +7.5%
$ 4.69 million (2003) - 1.3%
$ 4.75 million (2000)

9,380(2004) +15.5%
8,122(2003) -29.3%
11,481(2000)

Private
Hotel Residence| Day International | U.S. Domestic
Measure Visitors Visitors Visitors Visitors Visitors
Total Annual Visitors 522,000 177,000 | 4,038,000 [ 2,240,000 2,490,000
Percent of All Visitors 11% 4% 85% 47% 53%
Total Spending Impact (in millions) $407.3 $136.8. $296.7 $489 $352
Percent of total Spending 49% 16% 35% 58% 42%
Spending per person/day $198.00 $90.00 $73.00 $218 $141
Percent of visitors that walk while 78% 59% 70%
in Santa Monica (2000 study)

Source: Lauren Schlau Consulting and CIC Research, Inc.

* A visitor is defined as someone who resides outside of Los Angeles County, visiting Santa Monica for the day or
overnight, for leisure, business, a meeting or special event, but not for regular work or to attend school.

2 Based on estimated visitor spending, not taxes reported by the City of Santa Monica.

3 Sales tax based on estimated visitor spending not taxes reported by the State and City of Santa Monica

© Santa Monica Convention & Visitors Bureau 06/05

million in the last four years,
Kerns said.

The TOT was raised from 12
percent to 14 percent late last year,
following voter approval. The new
tax went into effect in January.
The study forecasts that 2005 TOT
income will push $27 million.

“I’'m pleased to see the number

of people staying in local hotels,”
Schlau said of the study’s results.
“It’s a great sign in a resurgence of
people spending money on hotels.
That’s a good sign for Santa
Monica.”

Day visitors still account for 85

See TOURISM, page 5

Fabian Lewkowicz/Special to the Daily Press
A pedestrian on Tuesday steps off the sidewalk into the street while walking up
the Santa Monica Pier ramp. City Hall is considering widening the sidewalks, as
well as redesigning the entire entrance to the pier.

City Hall ramping up

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

SANTA MONICA PIER — A pro-
ject intended to make it easier to
get to the Santa Monica Pier will
be available for public review in
coming months.

City officials said a project on
the table since the 1994 Northridge
Earthquake that would expand the
bridge leading onto the Santa
Monica Pier will undergo its first
public evaluation this fall follow-
ing the release of an environmental
impact report, which will require
set guidelines for the project.

Once complete, the upgraded

for easier pier access

ramp would improve traffic flow
on and off of the pier, which some
say is often too crowded, even dan-
gerous, during busy hours. In addi-
tion, the new ramp could be
designed to free up congested areas
near the Santa Monica Freeway.

Miriam Mack, the city’s eco-
nomic development manager, said
federal disaster funds from the
Northridge quake would likely be
used to seismically retrofit and
expand the pier bridge.

“There are funds available to
upgrade the bridge, and pedestrian
and vehicle traffic speaks to the

See PIER RAMP, page 6
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DWELL BANKER

3008 Wilshire Blvd.

$99£

Motorola Razr

w/2 year activation. While supplies last.
Certain Restrictions Apply

SMALL BUSINESS STARTUP?
Let me help you succeed

I CONSULTING » BOOKKEEPING » PLANNING TAXES ‘

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310) 828-7461

(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800

Santa Monica 90401
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OWN A PIECE OF MAUL

Come to MAUI HANDS art gallery...about as
close to Maui as you can get in Southern California.

SUMMER 2005 - JUNE/JULY GALLERY EVENTS

ALOHA SPIRIT - Every Friday and Saturday, 5 to 9 p.m.
|] Enjoy refreshments while browsing in our distinctive Hawaiian gallery
and artisans' boutique representing Hawaii's premier artists.

Artists’ Shows — Coco Hayward
July 8th - 7 to 9 p.m., and July 9th, from 6 to 8 p.m.

So, come for a visit, and find your own piece of paradise. Aloha!

" M-A-U-I H-A-N-D-S

ARTISTS « ARTISANS + JEWELERS
1431 Ocean Avenue, Suite A, Santa Monica + 310.394.1314 or 1-800-720-1314
Open Tues - Thurs — Noon - 7p.m., Fri/Sat - Noon - 10 p.m., Sun - Noon - 6 p.m. (Or by appointment)
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The
LUNCH BOAT SPECIAL

$8.25

Green Salad, Soup, Sunomonao,
California Rell, Sashimi, Shrimp &
Vegetable Tempura, Choice of Chicken
or Teriyaki Salmon, Steamed Rice
and Fruit Dessert

A 514,00 valual
Served every day
during lunch for
dine-<in customers
only. Quick, healthy
and delicious!

Monday - Friday
11:30 a.m - 2:00 p.m
Saturday & Sunday
Hoon - 3:00 p.m.

= *Not valid Father's Day, June 19

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

4 (310) 260-1423

; 1447 - 4th St.- Santa Monica

‘ Between Broadway & Santa Monica Blvd

CELLING
SUNSET

- "v.

Take some time, Taurus
Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* k% kx-Dynamic k**k-Positive *kk-Average **-So0-so k-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

% %k % Share your ideas in a meeting
or with key associates. Others are nothing but
enthusiastic. You get the go-ahead and feel good
about the support and general enthusiasm you
receive. You might need to do some research.
Tonight: Your wish is another’s command.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)
KEZ %% Others seek you out with news

you’ll want to hear. You find a loved one espe-
cially desirable. Realize that someone could be
pulling the wool over your eyes. Ask more ques-
tions, and observe the body language as well as
the answers. Tonight: Accept an invitation out.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20) %\ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

*%* Much needs to happen, but let XY *** Give that extra push at work or in
someone else carry the ball. You intuitively know your daily routine. You might have an idea you are
how to handle a superior. Do just that. A partner | mulling over. Be careful if it involves an invest-
changes his or her tune. Tonight: Take some time ment. Asking for a pay raise or promotion might
for yourself. be a whole different issue. A boss might be
receptive. Tonight: Push into the wee hours.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
%% %% Though others could be reac- @ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
tive, you get solutions from a specific individual. K2 %% k%% You cannot help but share
In fact, this person might wish he or she was as | what you think and feel. Make that OK, because
innovative as you. Discussions bring mutuality | you seem to have some unusual ideas. Let your
and a new understanding. Tonight: Out. creativity flow into the different realms of your
life. Be careful with your innate flirtatiousness.
@ CANCER (June 21-July 22) Tonight: Take a midweek break.
* % %% Responsibilities fall on you,
whether you like it or not. Revamp your plans in r@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
order to get the job done. If you want some inspi- % % Deal with family. You might find
ration, tap into a special creative friend. Accept that money slips right through your hands. Be
new technology, if possible. Tonight: A must careful. You might want to add to your home or
appearance. make an investment that feels good. Don’t. Wait.

Take your time. Tonight: Relax at home.
@ LEOQ (July 23-Aug. 22)
%% % %% You might not be clearly seeing

someone who's significant to your life. Do your
best to see this person realistically, because he
or she could only fall off his or her pedestal.
Detach and take a new look at those close to you.
Tonight: Get into a game of Scrabble, or do some

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

% % %% Your unusual ideas come out.
Others might need to hear some of your thoughts.
Return calls; schedule meetings. By all means,
stay up-to-date on news. Use your sixth sense in
a conversation. Tonight: Find your favorite per-

other mind exercise. son.
@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) @ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
¥ *kK**% Listen to a key associate or RS x> Your intuition comes through in a

partner, especially when this person has sugges-
tions that will make your daily life work better.
Sometimes you need to push harder. Revise your
thinking if need be. In fact, you’ll gain a new per-
spective. Tonight: Exchange ideas with a partner.

financial matter. Check in with someone you
admire and care about. You gain a new perspec-
tive from this person. Listen, because this person
knows more than you. Tonight: Fun doesn’t need
to cost.

am SN Yonica
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SMPD lieutenant races for the cure

w By Daily Press staff
ESII_‘T;FE Santa Monicans next month will rally together for 24
> hours to battle cancer.
The American Cancer Society Relay For Life is an
# %u T overnight team event that raises awareness of cancer in
- the community and raises money to fight the disease.

Teams are made up of people who will walk or run

around a track in shifts. The registration fee is $150, and
each team member is encouraged to raise a minimum of $100. Team participants
camp out and enjoy music, entertainment and refreshments as well as build team
spirit in the fight against cancer.

Organizers say the power of the event relay allows the community to grieve for
those who have been lost to cancer and to celebrate the lives of those who have suc-
cessfully survived. It gives everyone, from the newly diagnosed patient to the care-
givers of those who have struggled with the disease, an opportunity to be with oth-
ers who have been touched by cancer.

The event begins on Saturday, July 23, at 9 a.m. and runs continuously until 9
a.m. on Sunday, July 24. It will be held at Santa Monica College’s Corsair Field,
1900 Pico Blvd.

Leading up to the event, the Daily Press will highlight volunteers’ stories.

t Frank Fabrega
Age: 51
Residence: Santa Monica
Profession: Santa Monica Police Lieutenant

What is your role in the Relay for Life?

“Event chair for 2005.”

How did you get involved in Relay for Life?

“The police department became involved with Relay
For Life since its inception in our community four years

. ago. The Chief of Police, James T. Butts Jr., is on the
executive board for the American Cancer Society and strongly felt this was a great
community outreach event.”

What has been your experience so far?

“I’ve been involved with relay for the past four years. I enjoy working with
everyone on the committee who dedicates their time and efforts at making this event
a success. | measure success by how many residents and participants become more
educated with the American Cancer Society and the programs being offered to the
community of Santa Monica.”

What has been your experience with cancer?

“Two years ago | was diagnosed with prostate cancer. Now I am cancer free, and
it was through early detection that the cancer was discovered. After being diagnosed
with cancer, I utilized the services offered by the American Cancer Society. Their
Web site and their two-hour 800 phone number helped me learn what options I had
to fight this disease.”

What would you tell someone about this event who doesn’t know about it?

“I tell individuals that this is a community event and the purpose is to raise
awareness about cancer and that money raised goes toward education, advocacy and
research, and this impacts everyone in our community. Cancer affects our family,
friends and co-workers. Relay helps us celebrate survivorship, and we remember
those who lost their battle to cancer.”

Why are you involved in this event, and not others that raise money for cancer?

“Relay is an event run by volunteers who are truly dedicated at making a differ-
ence in our community.”

What does your committee need?

“We are always looking for individuals that want to get involved with our com-
mittees. We are looking for teams to join our relay.”

For more information, contact the American Cancer Society at (310) 348-0356
or visit www.acsevents.org/relay/ca/santamonica.
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(s SURF REPORT

Wednesday the SW swell is expected to
back down with early AM sessions seeing
chest- to head-high sets when the tide is
right, but as the day progresses, evening
sessions may only see chest-high sets.

Today the
water Is:

98°

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning  Height  Evening  Height Morning Height  Evening Height

TUESDAY 9:288 % 0.5 10:32% #.7 ods 4.3 4:25 5.0
WEDNESDAY  10:18 1.1 N/A  N/A 420 3.6 513 53
THURSDAY 12405 1095, 1.6 6:00 3.2 5:58 5.6
FRIDAY 12:42 0.9 11247, 1.3 714 338 6:37 5.2

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Wr/ocurce
SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

.
The % Llne,\~\‘\~\«\«mwmwwwm\~\~\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\~\~\~\~\x\~\\\\\‘mwm

Sponsored by...

Pier officials are working on a plan to bring sport
fishing and boating back to Santa Monica. £ST. 1934
Currently they are considering two options: an

estimated $13 million plan that would restore the
Rediscover service, rediscover the Galley!

breakwater just north of the Santa Monica Pier to
accommodate commercial boating and a harbor, or a
substantially less expensive gangway that might
achieve the same goal. A recommendation could be
presented to the City Council as early as August.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Which plan
do you favor — the breakwater rebuild or the gang-
way? Why? Is there another option that should be
considered?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition.
Please try to limit your comments to a minute or less.
It might help to think first about the wording of your
response.

Now serving Lunch Saturday & Sunday
(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street ® Santa Monica

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Auto Experts m Life, Disability & Pension

m Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.

1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

310.829.0305

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

Fully Equipped
Private Fitness Studio
Individualized Programs
Personal Training
Bodybuilding-Shaping
Strength Training
Weight Management
Free Fitness Consultaion
216 Pico Bhed # 17 ~ Santa Monica Beach

Fabian@Fitbyfabian.COM or 310-399-7049

4
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OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Homeless veterans might not want help
Editor:

Being a veteran of Vietnam, let me comment on the V.A. to help the homeless vets.

I used the V.A. for five months (lived there). They have wonderful programs for
all vets. Homeless vets are always welcome, so why are they homeless?

1.) Drugs and alcohol.

2.) Wore out their welcome at all V.A. facilities.

3.) Don’t want help.

All vets can use the V.A. but they must enter an alcohol and drug program. They give
every vet three chances to get help (i.e., wore out their welcome or don’t want help).

How is the V.A. to allow homeless vets who go out and drink and do drugs every
day then go back and sleep there? Is that fair to the vets who want help?

Vets who are homeless choose it.

Michael Rudy
Santa Monica

Protesting is a patriotic duty
Editor:

Regarding the two letters critical of the behavior of the protests protesting Mr.
Schwarzenegger’s presence at the SMC commencement, (John Faulk and Bunnie
Meyer, SMDP, June 20, page 4), I have the following opinion.

We live in a country founded on protest. Get over it. And as for Bunnie Meyer
calling the students “snot nosed kids whose mothers taught them nothing,” these stu-
dents and others across the country will be leading this country before long and per-
haps their mothers — and fathers — taught them to learn and speak their minds.

If the students of the *60s and *70s hadn’t held mass protests and even gave their
lives (Kent State) to protest the war in Vietnam, we would still be over there.

President Theodore Roosevelt declared that it was the patriotic duty of each
American to protest the government’s actions, a point that the George Bushes and
the Johns and the Bunnies of the world seem to think disgraceful.

And if Mr. Schwarzenegger can’t stand the heat, let him stay in his insulated,
cigar-smoke-filled cabana in Sacramento, and continue to cheat the police, the
unions, the firemen, the educators, the poor, the elderly and the children of his state
and then lie about it at his true special interest fundraisers.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica

Real action needed for real problem
Editor:

Enough time has passed for the Santa Monica City Council to discuss in broad-
brush strokes the idea of a dedicated position to tackle the homeless issue in Santa
Monica and to work with surrounding communities, as well as work with levels
beyond that, as needed (SMDP, June 6, page 1).

For the dissenters in the City Council, get onboard with Shriver’s idea and make
it work to achieve real solutions to homelessness. Shriver is new to the council, has
ideas and can draw media attention, as well as the attention of heavy-hitters in the
political and entertainment realm. The City Council needs to embrace the new posi-
tion and use what Shriver can bring to the table to solve problems. In other words,
there’s no room for road-blockers and obstructionists at this point.

The homeless issue has been a major problem for more than 15 years. City
Council may justifiably point to success stories getting people off the streets. That’s
all to be applauded. But the reality is that the numbers of people living on the streets
— drugged out, mentally ill or simply down and out — don’t seem to ever change.
The perception — and the reality — is that Santa Monica is a homeless haven, and
City Councilmembers who have served for years bear a lot of responsibility.

So it’s fine to talk about input and plans from Bring L.A. Home. But without even
knowing the specifics, I bet it’s not going to be nearly enough to fix the problem.
Put some powerful legs in Santa Monica for this position.

Blaine Ivy
Santa Monica

Kill the squirrels
Editor:

It saddened me to read Kevin McKeown’s letter, “stop poisoning the squirrels”
(SMDP June 8, page 4). Is this our City Councilman? Last time I checked, squirrels
were considered rodents.

Potential disease doesn’t send up a red flag? By the time there is an outbreak of
a flea-borne disease, it’s too late. Prevention should be the name of the game when
it comes to morbidity and mortality.

The analogy of “just because your dog has fleas, you don’t kill your dog,” does-
n’t fit the case about rodents in a public park. It’s your dog, on your property.

If poison wasn’t put out, how many squirrels would be at Palisades Park when it
has an unnatural habitat for squirrels? There are no predators. There are people who
feed the squirrels. There is even cat food left out on the ground, west of the fence,
for ferile cats — which again brings up the concept of caring for animals that are on
your property.

Has Kevin seen all of the rodent burrows in the bluffs?

L. Kane
Santa Monica

GUEST COMMENTARY BY MIGHAEL S. BERLINER

Put the ‘independence’
back in Independence Day

America’s cities and towns will soon
fill with parades, fireworks and barbe-
cues. They will be celebrating the
Fourth of July, the 229th birthday of
America. But one hopes that — on this
fourth post-September 11 Independence
Day — the speeches will contain fewer
bromides and more attention to exactly
what is being celebrated. The Fourth of
July is Independence Day, but
America’s leaders and intellectuals have
been trying to move us further and fur-
ther away from the meaning of
Independence Day, away from the phi-
losophy that created this country.

What we hear from politicians, intel-
lectuals and the media is that indepen-
dence is passé, that we’ve reached a new
age of “interdependence.” We hear
demands for mandatory “volunteering”
to serve others, for sacrifice to the
nation. We hear demands from trust-
busters that successful companies be
punished for being “greedy” and not
serving society. But this is not the mes-
sage of America. It is the direct opposite
of why America became a beacon of
hope for the truly oppressed throughout
the world. They have come here to
escape poverty and dictatorship. They
have come here to live their own lives,
where they aren’t owned by the state,
the community or the tribe.

“Independence Day” is a critically
important title. It signifies the funda-
mental meaning of this nation, not just
of the holiday. The American
Revolution remains unique in human
history: a revolution — and a nation —-
founded on a moral principle, the princi-
ple of individual rights. Jefferson at
Philadelphia and Washington at Valley
Forge pledged their “lives, fortunes and
sacred honor.” For what? Not for mere
separation from England, not — like
most rebels — for the “freedom” to set
up their own tyranny. In fact, Britain’s
tyranny over the colonists was mild
compared to what most current govern-
ments do to their citizens.

Jefferson and Washington fought a
war for the principle of independence,
meaning the moral right of an individual
to live his own life as he sees fit.
Independence was proclaimed in the
Declaration of Independence as the
rights to “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” What are these rights? The
right to life means that every individual
has a right to his own independent life,
that one’s life belongs to oneself, not to
others to use as they see fit.

The right to liberty means the right to
freedom of action, to act on one’s own
judgment, the right not to have a gun
pointed at one’s head and be forced to

do what someone else commands. And
the right to the pursuit of happiness
means that an individual may properly
pursue one’s own happiness, e.g., one’s
own career, friends, hobbies and not
exist as a mere tool to serve the goals of
others. The Founding Fathers did not
proclaim a right to the attainment of
happiness, knowing full well that such a
policy would carry with it the obligation
of others to make one happy and result
in the enslavement of all to all. The
Declaration of Independence was a dec-
laration against servitude, not just servi-
tude to the crown but servitude to any-
one. Even though some signers still
owned slaves does not negate the fact
that they established the philosophy that
doomed slavery.

Political independence is not a prima-
ry. It rests on a more fundamental type
of independence: the independence of
the human mind. It is the ability of
human beings to think for themselves
and guide their own lives that makes
political independence possible and nec-
essary. The government as envisaged by
the Founding Fathers existed to protect
the freedom to think and to act on one’s
thinking. If human beings were unable
to reason, to think for themselves, there
would be no autonomy or independence
for a government to protect. It is this
independence that defines the American
Revolution and the American spirit.

To the Founding Fathers, there was
no authority higher than the individual
mind, not King George, not God, not
society. Reason, wrote Ethan Allen, is
“the only oracle of man,” and Thomas
Jefferson advised us to “fix reason firm-
ly in her seat and call to her tribunal
every fact, every opinion. Question with
boldness even the existence of a God.”
That is the meaning of independence:
Trust in your own judgment, in reason;
do not sacrifice your mind to the state,
the church, the race, the nation or your
neighbors.

Independence is the foundation of
America. Independence is what should
be celebrated on Independence Day.
That is the legacy our Founding Fathers
left us. It is a legacy we should keep, not
because it is a legacy, but because it is
right and just. It has made America the
most free and prosperous country in his-
tory.

(Michael S. Berliner is a member of
the board of directors of the Ayn Rand
Institute in Irvine. The institute pro-
motes the philosophy of Ayn Rand,
author of “Atlas Shrugged” and “The
Fountainhead.” Send comments to reac-
tion@aynrand.org.)
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Visitor’s bureau will get
extra $500K from hotel tax

TOURISM, from page 1

percent of all tourists in Santa Monica, the
study shows.

Since 1983, the visitor’s bureau has
conducted an economic impact study
every three years to gauge what type of
people are coming to Santa Monica and
where they spend their money. Similar
analysis was done in 1997, 2000 and
2003. But since the market dramatically
changed in 2000 and business appeared to
be on the upswing in 2003, officials
decided to get an annual update to better
determine how to spend their limited mar-
keting dollars for 2005.

“This is the only visitor’s bureau that I
know that does these analyses so fre-
quently and with such detail,” Schlau
said.

The recent study includes on-site inter-
views with 600 visitors near hotels and in
high traffic areas during September, the
most representative month of the year,
Schlau said. Her firm also surveyed hotels
that provided data on their occupancy lev-
els and rates for every month. Another
300 households that hosted guests were
surveyed in December. The entire study
took about six months, Schlau said.

Those results were then given to Hull,
vice president of CIC Research Inc. and a
noted economist. The numbers were
crunched and analyzed, resulting in the
percentage of day, overnight and visitors
staying with residents, which was trans-
lated into the total volume of tourists and
their spending habits.

Schlau said her firm also drew infor-
mation from a host of other sources,
including private and public national and
state tourism agencies, as well as the Los
Angeles International Airport, to deter-
mine the change in domestic and interna-
tional arrivals into LA from 2003 to 2004.

Santa Monica also saw a resurgence of
the business traveler, who typically stays at
more expensive hotels than the internation-
al visitor. However, international tourists
usually stay longer and spend more than
domestic travelers, officials said.

Market research shows that 78 percent
of hotel visitors walk or use public trans-

Key findings from the 2004 eco-
nomic impact study include the follow-
ing estimates:

B Total visitor volume: 4.74 million
(up 1.2 percent from 2003)

B Total visitor spending: $840.6
million (up 8.3 percent from 2003 and
ahead of the previous record of
$787.93 million in 2000)

B The breakdown of total spending
by major spending categories: shop-
ping (28.9 percent); meals out (23.3
percent); lodging (22.4 percent)

B Daily visitor spending in 2004
was estimated at $110.50 (up 6.8 per-
cent from 2003).

B Average daily hotel visitor
spending increased 11 percent from
2003 ($186.76) to 2004 ($198.20).

B Although the majority of visitors
to Santa Monica were day visitors,
hotel guests accounted for 11 percent,
generating 49 percent of the total
spending. Home visitors accounted for
4 percent of overall visitor volume and
16 percent of total spending.

B International visitor volume is
slowly and steadily returning to Santa
Monica, comprising 47 percent of total
visitor volume. Visitors spend more
than domestic visitors, accounting for
58 percent of total visitor spending.

portation once they arrive in Santa
Monica.

The visitor’s bureau for the past few
years has stepped up its marketing efforts
abroad, specifically in the United
Kingdom. Before 9/11, Japan was the No.
1 market for Santa Monica’s international
marketing efforts, Kerns said.

The visitor’s bureau, which operates
on a $2 million annual budget, will
receive an additional $500,000 from TOT
revenue for increased marketing efforts.
The wvisitor’s bureau currently spends
about $500,000 on sales and marketing,
$400,000 on services that include staff
and the rest on operational costs. The
2004 study is estimated to cost between
$30,000 and $35,000.
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New ramp, gangway may be coming to pier

PIER RAMP, from page 1

need to make it more accessible and
improve conditions, hopefully with wider
sidewalks,” Mack said.

Currently, pedestrians and vehicles
enter and exit the Santa Monica Pier on
the same ramp. The pedestrians use two
sidewalks, each no more than a few feet
wide, located on either side of the two-
lane vehicle path.

Several ideas have been discussed in
the past to better separate pedestrian and
vehicular traffic on the pier bridge to
improve safety and traffic flow. The hope
has been to direct vehicular traffic from
the ramp to the parking area below the
pier, while providing more walking space.

Michael Klein, former chair of the non-
profit Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corp., said he proposed one of the more
recent ideas that was met warmly by city
groups a few years ago.

Klein suggested that pedestrian traffic be
limited to the left side of the pier bridge on
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an expanded walkway. Vehicular traffic —
much of which he said comes from Colorado
Avenue — would be allowed one-way
access down the right side of the bridge, then
veer below and to the right on a new ramp
toward the 1550 beach parking lot.

Vehicles would then exit the parking
lot onto the Pacific Coast Highway, lead-
ing back to the freeway. That would pre-
vent congestion along main freeway corri-
dors, such as on Colorado Avenue at
Lincoln Boulevard and Fourth and Fifth
streets. Klein said those areas take the
brunt of cars going to and from the pier.

Abby Arnold, who served for years as
a PRC board member, said the longer the
ramp is not redeveloped, the longer the
public is exposed to danger.

“This is certainly the time to make the
project happen, if not for any other reason
but safety,” Arnold said.

Arnold, who began her term on the
commission shortly after the Northridge
quake, said she and others have been
pushing for the bridge expansion ever

Since 1993
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“This is certainly the time to make the project
happen, if not for any other reason but safety.”

—ABBY ARNOLD

Former board member of the Pier Restoration Corp.

since, but it has always been put off.

“It never got to the priority level,”
Arnold said. “The city has been balancing
the needs against the new police building,
library, resurfacing the streets.”

Santa Monica Fire Chief Jim Hone said
it was impossible to know in any reason-
able period of time the number of accidents
that might have occurred on the pier ramp
as a result of its current configuration.

He said the ramp’s redeveloped ramp
would be useful.

“I do think a wider or differently con-
figured ramp with sidewalks more con-
ducive to pedestrian traffic would be a
benefit to better separate vehicle traffic

and improve overall safety,” Hone said.

The ramp expansion also might pave
the way for other pier projects City Hall is
considering. The creation of a gangway at
the end of the pier is being discussed that
would serve as a docking point for boat-
ing activities.

Mack said Rincon Consultants, Inc.,
will be conducting the bridge expansion
environmental impact report.

“There are a number of alternatives
being looked at for the impact of environ-
mental issues, such as traffic and circula-
tion,” Mack said. “The public will have an
opportunity to review the report before it
goes to council.”
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Court OKs music
downloading lawsuits
against software firms

BY TED BRIDIS
AP Technology Writer

WASHINGTON — Hollywood and the
music industry can file piracy lawsuits
against technology companies caught
encouraging customers to steal music and
movies over the Internet, the Supreme
Court ruled Monday.

The justices, aiming to curtail what
they called a “staggering” volume of pira-
cy online, largely set aside concerns that
new lawsuits would inhibit technology
companies from developing the next iPod
or other high-tech gadgets or services.

The unanimous ruling is expected to
have little immediate impact on con-
sumers, though critics said it could lead
companies to include digital locks to dis-
courage illegal behavior.

The justices left in place legal protec-
tions for companies that merely learn cus-
tomers might be using products for illegal
purposes.

The justices said copying digital files
such as movies, music or software pro-
grams “threatens copyright holders as
never before” because it’s so easy and
popular, especially among young people.
Entertainment companies maintain that
online thieves trade 2.6 billion songs,
movies and other digital files each month.

“I am pleased that the Supreme Court
has considered this important case and
determined that those who intentionally
induce or encourage the theft of copy-
righted music, movies, software or other
protected works may be held liable for
their actions,” Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales said.

The ruling represents a significant vic-
tory for Hollywood and record labels,
which have resorted to suing individually
the thousands of computer users caught
sharing music and movies online.

“We will no longer have to compete
with thieves in the night whose business-
es are built on larceny,” said Andrew
Lack, chief executive for Sony BMG
Music Entertainment.

In a tweak at entertainment companies
— and a demonstration of legal purposes
for file-sharing — computer users circu-
lated the court’s published opinion over
Internet file-sharing services.
Government-produced documents gener-
ally are not protected by copyright.

The court said Grokster Ltd. and
Streamcast Networks Inc., developers of
leading Internet file-sharing software, can
be sued because they deliberately encour-
aged customers to download copyrighted
files illegally so they could build a larger

audience and sell more advertising.
Writing for the court, Justice David H.
Souter said the companies’ “unlawful
objective is unmistakable.”

The court noted as evidence of bad
conduct that Grokster and Streamcast
made no effort to block illegal downloads,
which the companies maintained wasn’t
possible.

But the court also said a technology
company couldn’t be sued if it merely
learns its customers are using its products
for illegal purposes. That balancing test,
the court said, is necessary so that it “does
nothing to compromise legitimate com-
merce or discourage innovation having a
lawful promise.”

The court said it wanted to protect an
inventor who must predict how con-
sumers months or years in the future
might use new technology.

“The price of a wrong guess ... could
be large,” Justice Stephen G. Breyer
wrote.

The lawyer for the software compa-
nies, Richard Taranto, said he will argue
in a new trial that they did not encourage
computer users to download music and
movies illegally. He complained the
Supreme Court’s ruling was so vague it
was impossible to know which companies
might be sued.

“You can’t be terribly sure how it
might apply to you,” Taranto said.

Taranto’s partner in the case, Fred von
Lohmann of the San Francisco-based
Electronic Frontier Foundation, predicted
the decision will “unleash a new era of
legal uncertainty on America’s innova-
tors” and that unresolved questions “will
probably tie up courts for a long time.”

Justices said a federal appeals court in
California mistakenly applied too broadly the
landmark 1984 Supreme Court ruling. The
court decided in the case that Sony Corp.
could not be sued over consumers who used
its VCRs to make illegal copies of movies
because most people used VCRs legally to
tape programs and watch them later.

“Nothing in Sony requires courts to
ignore evidence of intent to promote
infringement,” the court said. It declined
to go further, saying it wanted “to leave
further consideration of the Sony rule for
a day when that may be required.”

Monday’s decision did not affect the
illegality of computer users downloading
copyrighted materials over the Internet
without permission. The ruling also was
not expected to affect the thousands of
copyright lawsuits filed already against
computer users by the trade groups for
Hollywood studios and the largest labels.
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CNOOC wages public relations, lobbying battle for Unocal

BY GARY GENTILE

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Chinese state-controlled oil and gas
company CNOOC Ltd. is waging a high-stakes public
relations campaign to focus its bid for U.S. energy pro-
ducer Unocal Corp. on shareholder value, and away from
politics.

The company has hired high-powered public relations
and lobbying teams to steer Unocal shareholders, regula-
tory bodies, legislators and the media away from the
notion that the proposed deal is an attempt by the Chinese
government to deprive the U.S. of vital energy resources.

CNOOC’s CEO Fu Chengyu wrote in a letter to
Congress Monday that the company is eager to have the
U.S. government scrutinize the national security implica-
tions of the deal — seeking to address concerns already
circulating among lawmakers.

Even before making public its $18.5 billion for
Unocal last week, competing with a $16.6 billion deal
with Chevron Corp., members of Congress sent President
Bush a letter warning him of the threats posed by China’s
“pursuit of world energy resources.”

A separate letter was passed around Congress late last
week, also calling on the Bush administration to investi-
gate — through the aegis of the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United States — the national security
implications of the proposed deal.

In the face of such scrutiny, CNOOC has aggressive-
ly sought to paint its bid as a straight economic deal.

“This is a commercial deal, a commercial bid from
one New York Stock Exchange listed company to anoth-
er New York Stock Exchange listed company designed
to improve shareholder value for both,” said Mark
Palmer, a managing director at Public Strategies Inc. of
Austin, Texas, one of two public relations firms hired by
CNOOC.

Public Strategies has close ties to President Bush. One
of its top executives, Mark McKinnon, served as a media
adviser to the Bush-Cheney campaign.

McKinnon is not working on the CNOOC account,
and Bush spokesman Scott McClellan sidestepped a
question about the firm’s close administration ties at a
press briefing Monday.

In his letter to Congress, Fu attempted to address some
of the concerns the deal raises about America’s energy
security by noting that Unocal’s oil and gas production
amounts to less than 1 percent of all U.S. consumption.

He also reiterated his belief that CNOOC’s all-cash
offer would benefit the shareholders of Unocal and that
substantially all of the company’s U.S.-based workers
would retain their jobs if the merger were completed.

“We know this bid is historic for both companies and
will be closely scrutinized by everyone involved,” he
said. “I want you to know that we encourage that review
and welcome the opportunity to participate.”

Last week, CNOOC also said it would continue to sell
“substantially all” of the crude oil and natural gas pro-
duced by Unocal domestically to the U.S. market.

Even the choice of words is an issue. CNOOC has been
framing its bid as a “friendly” offer and has objected to
media describing the bid as “hostile” or even “unsolicited.”

The company points out that Unocal had invited bids
from companies, including CNOOC, before accepting
Chevron’s offer. CNOOC submitted its bid after the
agreement between Chevron and Unocal only because its
board insisted on doing an independent review of the
transaction, delaying its offer.

CNOOC also notes that four of its eight board mem-
bers are independent, non executive members in keeping
with Securities and Exchange Commission guidelines for
corporate governance. Those four are non-Chinese and
the company’s business, including board meetings, are
conducted in English, the company points out.

CNOOC’s lobbying and public relations effort also is
focused on correcting what it sees as an outdated image
of Unocal as an American oil and gas company.

The vast majority of Unocal’s reserves are located in
Asia and the company that once was famous for its
“Union 76 filling stations sold that business long ago.

Unocal shares rose 32 cents, or 0.5 percent, to close at
$66 on the New York Stock Exchange. Share for
CNOOC Ltd. American Depositary Share rose 86 cents,
or 1.6 percent, to $55.76, on the NYSE.

Assembly committee OKs bill allowing licenses for 1llegal immigrants

BY STEVE LAWRENCE

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — An Assembly committee approved
legislation Monday that would allow illegal immigrants
to get California driver’s licenses, despite opposition
from Schwarzenegger administration officials who said
the bill was premature.

Representatives of the Department of Motor Vehicles
and the state Office of Homeland Security said lawmakers
should wait until the federal government issues regulations
spelling out the details of requirements for the licenses.

Mike Dayton, deputy director of the Office of
Homeland Security, went further, suggesting that terror-
ists could use the licenses to “carry out their evil deeds.”

But the measure’s author, Sen. Gil Cedillo, D-Los
Angeles, said it would implement security requirements
sought by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and required by
federal legislation signed by President Bush.
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The licenses would have to be of a different color or
design than driver’s licenses held by other motorists and
they could be used only for driving, he said.

Cedillo has been trying for seven years to enact legisla-
tion allowing the licenses, saying they would improve
highway safety by getting more drivers tested and insured.

Former Gov. Gray Davis signed one of his license
bills in 2003, but lawmakers repealed that law after Davis
was recalled by voters.

Cedillo said he thought he had an agreement with
Schwarzenegger to sign a revised license measure last
year, but the Republican governor vetoed it, contending
it lacked security requirements.

This year Cedillo said he’d met Schwarzenegger’s con-
cerns by dropping his opposition to licenses that looked
different from the standard ones, but the governor’s office
has raised new objections about the timing of the bill.

“I hoped that we could do this in a bipartisan manner,
the manner in which Congress did,” he said. “I wish we

This space kept clean by
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could support the president in a bipartisan manner. It’s
our duty today to ensure highway safety.”

But Republican lawmakers argued that bill would
undercut efforts to prevent illegal immigration.

“The biggest problem I have with this bill is it’s mak-
ing a mockery of the law of the land,” said Assemblyman
Bob Huff, R-Diamond Bar. “It sends mixed messages.”

“Those that are in this country should not have the right
to anything,” added Assemblyman Dennis Mountjoy.

But Democrats said allowing the licenses would have no
impact on illegal immigration, that many California busi-
nesses depend on illegal immigrants for employees, that
employers are seldom penalized for hiring them and that
other drivers suffer when all motorists aren’t licensed and
insured.

“When you want to have a serious discussion about
strengthening employer sanctions and raising the mini-
mum wage so so-called American workers will clean
bathrooms and mow lawns, then I’m willing to have that
debate,” said Assemblyman Alberto Torrico, D-Fremont.

Michael Gunning, a lobbyist for the Personal
Insurance Federation of California, said the bill would
lead to “trained, tested and insured drivers, which will
increase highway safety for all.”

A 7-5 vote sent the bill to the Appropriations
Committee, the last stop before the full Assembly.
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Bush tries to ease doubts on first
anniversary of Iraqi sovereignty

BY NEDRA PICKLER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush is using the first
anniversary of Iraq’s sovereignty to try to ease
Americans’ doubts about the mission and outline a win-
ning strategy for a violent conflict that has cost the lives
of more than 1,740 U.S. troops and has no end in sight.

In a prime-time address from Fort Bragg, N.C., home
of the Army’s elite 82nd Airborne Division, Bush was to
argue that there is no need to change course in Iraq
despite the upsetting images produced by daily insurgent
attacks.

His assessment comes on the heels of a recent
Associated Press-Ipsos poll that showed public doubts
about the war reaching a high point.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said Tuesday that
Bush will stress the need for patience as Irag moves
toward establishing a permanent democratic government.
She acknowledged that continuing insurgent violence
and the loss of life makes it hard for Americans “to focus
on the quiet process that’s going on in Iraq of building a
political consensus toward a stable and democratic Iraq.”

“I know it’s difficult and the president will acknowl-
edge that,” Rice said on NBC’s “Today” show. “But the
United States has been through difficult times before to
come out on the other side with a more stable world.”

As of late morning, ABC was the only broadcast net-
work planning live coverage. CBS, Fox and NBC had
announced no decision. The cable networks CNN, Fox
News Channel and MSNBC were planning to carry it.

Although attacks frequently take the lives of American
troops, Bush has said they will not leave until Iraqi secu-
rity forces are trained and equipped to keep the peace. He
has refused to give a timetable for troop withdrawal, even
though some Democrats and a few Republicans in
Congress are supporting a resolution that calls for Bush to
start bringing them home by Oct. 1, 2006.

“The key to success in Iraq is for the Iraqis to be able
and capable of defending their democracy against terror-
ists,” Bush said Monday, then turned to what has been
the signature achievement of the conflict that began in
Baghdad more than two years ago. “Parallel with the
security track is a political track. Obviously, the political
track has made progress this year when 8 million people
went to the polls and voted.”

Bush’s 2004 Democratic presidential opponent, Sen.
John Kerry, urged the president to “tell the truth to the
American people.”

“Happy talk about the insurgency being in ‘the last

throes’ leads to frustrated expectations at home,” Kerry,
D-Mass., said in an op-ed piece that appeared in
Tuesday’s editions of The New York Times.

“The president must also announce immediately that
the United States will not have a permanent military
presence in Iraq,” Kerry wrote. “Erasing suspicions that
the occupation is indefinite is critical to eroding support
for the insurgency.”

The administration appears to be shifting its strategy
subtly, focusing more on political solutions to the insur-
gency. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld has con-
firmed that talks have taken place with some insurgent
leaders, and the U.S. commander of the multinational
coalition in Iraq has said the conflict will ultimately be
resolved in a political process.

Tapping into Americans emotions over terrorists
attacks in the United States, White House press secretary
Scott McClellan said Bush will talk about insurgents
killing innocent people and how stopping the violence
“will be a major blow to the ambitions of the terrorists.”

“This is a time of testing,” McClellan said. “It is a crit-
ical moment in Iraq. The terrorists are seeking to shake
our will and weaken our resolve. They know that they
cannot win unless we abandon the mission before it is
complete.”

Bush also scheduled two and a half hours to meet with
families of soldiers who have died, as he usually does
when he visits military bases. Outside the base, oppo-
nents of the war planned protests.

“There’s a groundswell against this war,”” said Bill
Dobbs, spokesman United For Peace and Justice, an anti-
war coalition of more than 1,300 local and national
groups. “You can see it in Congress, you can see it in
newspaper editorials and what young people are saying
to military recruiters: ‘No."’

Bush’s speech is part of a new public-relations cam-
paign from the White House to try to calm anxieties
about the war. It comes after several conflicting or per-
plexing messages about the nature and duration of the
conflict.

Vice President Dick Cheney made headlines last
month with his assertion that the insurgency in Iraq was
“in its last throes.” He was later contradicted by the top
U.S. commander in the Middle East, Gen. John Abizaid,
and by Rumsfeld, who said the insurgency could drag on
for years.

Rumsfeld also told an interviewer this month that Iraq

s “statistically” no safer today than it was before the
ouster of Saddam Hussein, although he maintains
progress is being made.

New case of mad cow brings talk of national ID system

BY LIBBY QUAID

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The latest case of mad cow disease
has brought new talk of a national livestock tracking sys-
tem, something the chairman of the House Agriculture
Committee says the beef industry can create more quick-
ly than the government.

The government is still trying to pinpoint the herd of
the infected cow, a “downer” that could not walk and was
at least 8 years old. The Agriculture Department, which
confirmed the new case on Friday, is using DNA analy-
sis because the cow’s breed was mislabeled and its tis-
sues got mixed with parts from other cows.

Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., said a system to track the
movements of the nation’s 96 million cattle needs to be
running ““as soon as possible.” The government’s goal is to
make a system mandatory by January 2009, but Goodlatte
said the industry can create a tracking system more swiftly.

The dominant cattle ranchers’ group, the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, is creating its own identi-
fication system. The plan is to test the system starting
Oct. 1, then have it up and running by October 2006, said
Jay Truitt, lobbyist for the group.

The industry is hoping to persuade the department to
use the cattlemen’s system instead of its own. Other
groups of livestock producers are also resisting the idea
of a mandatory system.

“We definitely do not believe that this should be a top-
down operation where folks here in Washington know
best how cattle producers should keep track of their cat-
tle,” Goodlatte said. “And we definitely do not believe
the government should have control of this information.”

Canada has a tracking system that its livestock industry
created, said Goodlatte. He acknowledged that the
Canadian government ultimately ordered mandatory par-
ticipation and said that might need to happen in the U.S.

“With that in place, then you can look at what the gov-
ernment needs to do to make sure that it is comprehensive
in nature and works in as many circumstances as possi-
ble,” Goodlatte said. “But I think the department is at risk
of getting that backwards if they think they should step in
and mandate something first, and then see how it works.”

The department wants a system that cattle producers
will want too, Agriculture Department spokesman Ed
Loyd said. He said officials are open to different ideas.

The department released a “thinking paper” last
month saying it envisions mandatory participation in an
identification system by 2009.

“It would give us a tool that we don’t have today, and
we certainly want to have as many tools as possible to be
able to deal with these types of situations,” Loyd said.

The program won’t come cheaply, but Truitt said
Tuesday it may not be as expensive as was originally
thought. The cost to producers could be as low as 20
cents to 40 cents a head, he said.

“World Famous”

PBig DBean’s Cafe

AT SANTA MONICA BEACH
Where the “locals™ meet and the “fun loving™ tourists always return!
SUN s FUN « GREAT FOOD + BEER « WINE » MUSIC
Sports TV « 2 Outdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed
Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier.

This location has been here since 1902

Back Taxes
Chal Surinyg Jom & Som

ComeSearch.com/LiveTaxChat. nm

Elhﬂhﬁ
| Eﬁﬂwﬁm

el Grealed Las Angeles
pnd the laland Empide

{338} 3UE-I(IDS J
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Accounts welcome

Beverly Hills Cab
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running too slowly?
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Home or Business

Any Computer Problem

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Request Help by Phone or Online
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The homeowner’s tax advantages

BUYING
AND SELLING

y BY THOMAS KHAMMAR
L & BRENT PARSONS
L

If you bought a home last year,
you may deduct many of the costs
associated with your home loan or
acquisition mortgage.

Did your lender quote an interest
rate plus points for the loan? A
point equals 1 percent of the loan
amount. Check your escrow closing
statement for the amount of the loan
fee or points — that amount quali-
fies as an itemized deduction. If you
obtained a home improvement last
year, the points also are deductible.
With either a purchase or home
improvement loan, you may have
been charged a prorated interest
amount for the month you closed
escrow. Check your closing state-
ment for this deduction. If you sim-
ply refinanced the loan on your
home or borrowed against other real
property to take cash out or secure a
lower interest rate, the points or
loan fees must be deducted annual-
ly over the life of loan. If you refi-
nanced last year and forgot to
deduct the points, prorated interest
or loan fees, you can take the deduc-
tions on this year’s return.

PROPERTY TAX
If you bought property last year,
escrow would prorate the portion of
property tax paid by the seller. Your
closing statement may reflect a prop-
erty tax charge (deduction) from the
date you took title to the property.

The seller would have received a
corresponding credit. However, if
you agreed to pay the property tax
owed by the seller, you could not
claim that amount as a deduction, but
you could add it to your basis.

PREPAYMENT PENALTY
If you paid off an existing real
property loan last year and were
charged a prepayment penalty, that
amount is tax deductible.

SELL YOUR HOME AT A PROFIT?

If it was your primary residence
for two of the last five years, up to
$250,000 in profit is tax-free for
single taxpayers. Married couples
have $500,000 in tax-free gain from
a qualifying home sale. The two-
year occupancy need not be contin-
uous. Only one spouse need be on
title, but both must meet the resi-
dency requirement.

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED?

As a general rule, no gain or loss
is recognized, or inter-spousal title
transfers during marriage or divorce.
However, an exception is made in
cases where the spouses agree to
delay the sale of their primary resi-
dence. For the welfare of the chil-
dren, a divorce decree may allow
one spouse to reside in the home
until some time in the future when
the property will be sold and the pro-
ceeds divided equally. If the resident
spouse qualifies for the $250,000
home sale exemption, the non-resi-
dent spouse also qualifies for the
$250,000 home sale exemption.

SURVIVING SPOUSE

The widow may claim the

$500,000 exemption if the home is
sold during the year the spouse died.
If the surviving spouse inherits the
deceased spouse’s half of the resi-
dence, the adjusted cost basis on the
half is usually “stepped up” to mar-
ket value on the date of the surviv-
ing spouse’s taxable gain upon sale.

HOUSE PARTNERS
Unmarried co-owners who sell
their residence after two years may
each claim the $250,000 exemption.

RESIDENCE EXEMPTION

As long as the taxpayer meets the
two-year residency requirement for
each sale, the individual $250,000
and the married $500,000 tax
exemptions can be claimed every
two years.

CHANGE JOBS AND RELOGATE?

A homeowner or renter can
deduct almost all of their moving
costs if your new job location is at
least 50 miles further from your old
home than your previous job. The
second requirement is that you work
at least 39 weeks in the vicinity of
your new job location, 78 weeks for
self-employed persons. You do not
need to itemize deductions to take
advantage of the moving cost tax
adjustment if your situation quali-
fies. The distance from your new
job is not a consideration.

(Read part two next week on tax
advantages. Contact The
PowerHouse Team for further ques-
tions at  310-482-2015  or
brent@pwrhteam.com.)

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS:

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, CONDOS AND INCOME HOMES

Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/22/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/23/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/27/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/24/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/22/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/24/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/24/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/24/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/27/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/24/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/23/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/22/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/24/2005
Sold

Santa Monica
06/21/2005

2025 CLOVERFIELD BLVD #A SANTA MONICA 90404

SqFt: 474 List Price: $329,500 Bed: 1
HOD: $212 Sold Price: $329,500 Bath: 1.00
1125 PICO BLVD #102 SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 850 List Price: $469,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $183 Sold Price: $462,500 Bath: 1.50
2308 SCHADER DR #201 SANTA MONICA 90404

SqFt: 865 List Price: $499,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $222 Sold Price: $525,000 Bath: 2.00
834 6TH ST #102 SANTA MONICA 90403

SqFt: 759 List Price: $529,000 Bed: 1
HOD: $221 Sold Price: $534,000 Bath: 1.00
3101 3RD ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 695 List Price: $545,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $140 Sold Price: $576,000 Bath: 1.00
1037 9TH ST #C SANTA MONICA 90403

SqFt: N/A List Price: $599,000 Bed: 1
HOD: $179 Sold Price: $615,000 Bath: 1.00
1218 9TH ST #7 SANTA MONICA 90401

SqFt: 1,260 List Price: $599,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $290 Sold Price: $670,000 Bath: 1.50
1834 11th ST #1 SANTA MONICA 90404

SqFt: 1,360 List Price: $649,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $155 Sold Price: $662,000 Bath: 2.50
737 PIER AVE #3 SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,229 List Price: $689,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $250 Sold Price: $695,000 Bath: 2.50
201 OCEAN AVE #B1103 SANTA MONICA 90402

SqFt: 906 List Price: $719,000 Bed: 1
HOD: $603 Sold Price: $700,000 Bath: 1.00
950 6TH ST#A SANTA MONICA 90403

SqFt: 1,907 List Price: $779,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $216 Sold Price: $792,500 Bath: 1.75
34 VILLAGE PARK WAY  SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: N/A List Price: $780,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $320 Sold Price: $785,000 Bath: 1.75
2441 14TH ST  SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 954 List Price: $789,000 Bed: 2
Lot Size: 4,434 Sold Price: $850,000 Bath: 1.00
2930 NEILSON WAY #307 SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,352 List Price: $839,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $672 Sold Price: $852,000 Bath: 2.00
817 5TH ST#1 SANTA MONICA 90403

SqgFt: 1,615 List Price: $899,000 Bed: 3
HOD: $300 Sold Price: $0 Bath: 2.75
211 CALIFORNIA AVE #301 SANTA MONICA 90403

SqFt: N/A List Price: $989,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $460 Sold Price: $970,000 Bath: 2.50
122 OCEAN PARK #408 SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,427 List Price: $999,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $675 Sold Price: $1,012,000 Bath: 2.00
2129 21ST ST  SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,487 List Price: $1,095,000 Bed: 3
Lot Size: 4,860 Sold Price: $1,100,000 Bath: 2.00
1352 GRANT ST  SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,185,000 Bed: 4
Lot Size: 5,760 Sold Price: $1,160,000 Bath: 2.00
2257 21ST ST SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,548 List Price: $1,199,000 Bed: 3
Lot Size: 6,750 Sold Price: $1,225,000 Bath: 2.00
2707 6TH ST  SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,596 List Price: $1,448,000 Bed: 2
Lot Size: 6,000 Sold Price: $1,425,000 Bath: 2.00
42 SEA COLONY DR #42 SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,855 List Price: $1,589,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $870 Sold Price: $1,803,000 Bath: 3.00
843 25TH ST SANTA MONICA 90403

SqFt: 1,856 List Price: $1,600,000 Bed: 3
Lot Size: 8,350 Sold Price: $1,600,000 Bath: 3.00

THOMAS AT THE POWHERHOUSE TEAM:

thomas@pwrhteam.com

Information received as per the MLS on 062805 . Not all transactions may have been represented by THE POWERHOUSE TEAM.
t

www.thepowerhouseteam.net

% PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Looking for Investment Properties? Call or email us for the most profitable listings.

CONTACT THOMAS OR BRENT
THOMAS@PWRHTEAM.COM BRENT@PWRHTEAM.COM

WWW.THEPOWERHOUSETE AM.NET
(310) 482-2015

REALTOR®
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LET US SHOW YOU
HOW TO MAKE MONEY!

On the capital gains you normally pay the IRS.

Do capital gains deter you from selling your highly
appreciated property?

Would you like to know how you could deter capital gains and
depreciation recapture without interest or penalty?

This IRS accepted program is ideal for sellers who are prepared
to take advantage of these tax savings.

Call the THEPOWERHOUSETE AM today for this
and any other real estate need!

THOMAS@PWRHTEAM.COM BRENT@PWRHTEAM.COM

ww. THEPOWERHOQUSETE &AM yex

(310) 482-2015

WE REPRESENT BUYERS AND SELLERS.

Call us for any of your real estate needs. We can make your dreams a reality.
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In Multiple Offers!
5826-6826 S Centinela Culver City, CA

Asking price: $3,900,000

Gateway to Playa Vista, M-2 zoning,
18,000+ sq. ft. lot on a signalized corner

Jodi Summers * Boardwalk Realty
310.309.4219 * jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Full service. Big savings.
. The experts next door..-

it
T
MEAL ERTATE

ONLY $6,950* To Sell Your Home

Call Today For a Free Consultation

Help-U-Sell Westside Properties Presents

2 4

) e

222 7th Street, Santa Monica 90402
Listed at $699,000

2BD/ 1.5BA bright and sunny top floor unit in this
beautifully maintained complex on the corner of 7th
and San Vicente. Blocks from the beach and 4th
street stairs in one of Santa Monica’s most
desirable neighborhoods. Floor-to-ceiling marble
fireplace in living room, plantation shutters,

recessed lighting, smooth ceilings.

1307 Ashland Ave. Santa Monica 90405

Listed at $1,349,000
Open Sun 2-5pm

Stunning Sunset Park Home has quality
designer touches throughout. Situated on a
large 6,996 sq ft (A), charming 3br/2ba home

features, hardwood floors, family room, formal

living and dining rooms, a cook’s kitchen and
updated baths. Trellised patio sits in large

serene private yard with mature landscaping.

11963 Maytield #102, Brentwood.......3BR,2.5BA, 1,961 sq.Tt(A)..$1,189,000.....cc.ccvmrrennne. Open Sun 2-5pm
727 22nd Street, Santa Monica .$ 5,500 per month lease.
1228 14th Street, Santa Monica..........3BR, 2BA, 1,552 5q.ft.{A)....$769,000.....ccccccceevurinnrnunnne. In Escrow
1330 Yale Street. Santa Monica........... 2BR, 1.5BA, 1,5525¢.11.(A)....8499,800....cccconrniinnnnnnns In Escrow
856 ILiff Street, Pacific Palisades......... 1BR, 1BA, 6,500 sq.ft {A)......$1,295,000......Sold and Saved $39,050
1736 Palisades Dr. Pacific Palisades...2BR, 2BA 1,776 sq.ft.{A).......$699,000......... Sold and Saved $34,990
7909 Winsford, Los Angeles............... 2BR, 1BA, 792 s5q.ft{A)......... $558,600.......... Sold and Saved $18,130

keep more cash
when you close escrow,

L T e R g e A T e e T

Piegse Call 310 460 2528
620 Santa Monica Bhed | Suite B
Sants korica, CA S0401

Wi P Taevhcerrrpaerian com
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Building basics for a
healthier environment

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS

Did you know that cement is the criti-
cal ingredient that makes sand and gravel
bind together and become hardened con-
crete? Manufacturing cement is energy
intensive and hard on the environment.
Research reveals that when a ton of
cement is made, up to a ton of carbon
dioxide is released into the atmosphere.

A solution is to be able to reduce the
amount of cement mixed into concrete with-
out affecting its structural integrity. Try fly
ash, an industrial waste created at coal-burn-
ing power plants. Fly ash is said to strength-
en the concrete because it changes its chem-
ical properties. Another option, opt in recy-
cled glass cullets for gravel — made in part
from the glass bottles.

Such are the choices when you’re
green building. Green building encom-
passes several different areas of construc-
tion, but the concept of green building is
“any structure that is designed, construct-
ed, renovated or operated in such a man-
ner as to minimize its impact on the envi-
ronment, protect the health of its occu-
pants and utilize resources efficiently,”
notes property columnist Paul Bianchina.

“Green Building Products,” a guide for
residential building products, states that a
product may be considered “green” if:

B [t’s made with recycled, salvaged or agri-
cultural wastes — most commonly crop straws.

B [t conserves natural resources
because it’s especially durable or it’s
made with a rapidly renewing material
such as bamboo that can be harvested
every 10 years.

B It enhances indoor air quality
because it has low or no emission of toxic
chemicals into the air or because it helps
block the introduction of indoor contami-
nants such as mold.

B Its manufacture does not produce
toxic emissions.

B It saves energy or water.

B [t reduces the environmental
impact of the construction itself. For
example, porous driveway paving prod-
ucts absorb a substantial amount of the
rain that hits them, and this reduces the
amount that runs off into a local and
often-overwhelmed stormwater collec-
tion system.

There are two particular parts to green
building — materials and occupant
health:

ENGINEERED BUILDING MATERIALS

Plywood, oriented-strand board, glue-
laminated beams, I-joists and many other
similar products make use of smaller,
fast-growing trees harvested from tree
farms like any other crop. The result is
stable, uniform and structurally solid
building materials that minimize the
impact on existing old-growth and even
second-growth forests.

For further information about the

Building Green g0 to
www.BuildingGreen.com.
OCCUPANT HEALTH

The World Health Organization has
confirmed formaldehyde is a human car-

cinogen. This toxic eye and nose irritant
can cause respiratory  problems.
Ironically, certain floor coverings, parti-
cle board, insulation and other materials
that utilize formaldehyde in their make-up
can make the air inside a building worse
than the air outside. Green building prac-
tices make extensive use of products that
do not contain formaldehyde.

Paints, finishes for floors and other
components, some types of adhesives and
other materials commonly found in build-
ing construction may cause volatile
organic compounds that can be harmful to
building occupants. Green building con-
cepts aim to utilize materials that are man-
ufactured without VOCs.

Additionally, furniture, wall coverings
and drapery emit VOCs. Furniture can be
made with as many as 30 different mate-
rials including glues, resins, foam
padding and upholstery fabric, and many
of them emit toxins.

One place to find information about
low-emitting products is the Web site of
the Greenguard Environmental Institute.
Greenguard tests for 65 chemical com-
pounds. Find out more at www.green-
guard.org.

BASIC EFFICIENCY

In the Northern Hemisphere, it is
most efficient to orient the building
with southern exposure. This allows for
passive solar heating and improved nat-
ural lighting, which conserves energy
usage.

Colorado Court, located on the corner
of Colorado Avenue and Fifth Street, is a
100 percent green affordable housing pro-
ject. The building features 44 single-room
occupancy units, each with its own
kitchen and bath. The small units feel spa-
cious because of the high ceilings and
efficient use of natural light.

“The original schematics for the build-
ing were east/west,” Scarpa said. “That is
the worst way to orient a building for
solar conditions. We changed the orienta-
tion to north/south so it would be more
efficient.”

A combined effort of the city of Santa
Monica, the Community Corporation of
Santa Monica and local architects Pugh
Scarpa Kodama, Colorado Court utilized
energy efficiency on everything from
solar heating to ecologically appropriate
building processes.

Additionally, actor/director and conser-
vationist Robert Redford and the Natural
Resources Defense Council’s Southern
California office at 1314 Second Street in
downtown Santa Monica is constructed to
the highest green building standards. The
property is being considered by the U.S.
Green Building Council for a LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) Version 2 Platinum green build-
ing rating — the highest possible level of
sustainable design — and may become the
first structure in the United States to
receive the status.

There is a Green Building Resources
Center at 2218 Main Street.

(Jodi Summers is director of the
investment division at Boardwalk Realty
Santa  Monica. Contact her at
Jjodis@boardwalkrealty.com, or call 310-
309-4219.)
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. We sell it or we buy it”
B v-matillarealty.com

E R A’ 225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax
MATILLA REALTY

Steve Matilla, Owner/Broker

The Strand in Marina del Rey (2 Units Available)

114 & 116 Galleon, Marina del Rey

These 'State-of-the-Art' townhomes are the last two of four offered.
Located steps from the beach, the units are 3 stories with 2,500 and
2,600 sq. ft of well-designed living space. Featuring 3 bedrooms plus a
large bonus room, 3 bathrooms and 2 powder rooms. The master comes
equipped with a jacuzzi tub, a steam shower, skylight and a large-sized
walk-in closet. These chef kitchens feature granite countertops and
include top-of-the-line stainless steel professional appliances, Viking
stove, Bosch dishwasher, and Sub-Zero refrigerator. Fireplaces in the
family room and master bedrooms. Two-car tandem secure garage.
Balconies off the family room and master bedrooms. Unit 114 offers
ocean and Grand Canal views. CAT 5 wiring, security system, integrated
central audio system and central vacuum are features of both town-
homes. These architectural masterpieces showcase high-end finishes;
bamboo hardwood and Indian slate floorings, granite, limestone and
travertine countertops. Cabinetry is solid maple and handrails are cus-

tom wrought iron. Located on the prestigious Marina del Rey Peninsula.

Offered at: $1,695,000

Open House - Every Saturday & Sunday,
12:30pm to 4:30pm or by appointment.
Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

= A
6639-6641 Vista del Mar, Playa del Rey

Pristine, Playa del Rey, view home that backs up to the wetlands. This
beautiful house was once a duplex and can be easily converted back
should the new owner wish to generate rental income. Legitimate wet-
lands, marina, mountains, city and ocean views. This unique proper-
ty is in absolutely "move-in" condition. It is bright and airy. The living
room area is accentuated with floor to ceiling windows and beautiful-
ly manicured hardwood floors. Sky lights, open air party decks with
views, etc. Hurry! Breakfast Bar,Kitchen Pantry, Dining Room Living

Room, Loft, Patio with Spa, Solarium

Offered at: $1,695,000

Open House - By appointment only.
Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

1

5049 Manitoba Drive, Fontana
Spacious 3 bedroom, 3 bath Hunter’s Ridge home with fireplace,
cathedral ceiling, island kitchen, 3 car garage. Bonus room could
be 4th bedroom.
Janin Paine or Timea Basner 310/393-8491 x3#

$514,500

1706 Happy Trail, Topanga

Looking For Backup!

Unique, private creekside compound totally remodeled on over _
acre. Flat, fenced lot with pool. This bright & spacious ranch style
home features 2 bedrooms + den & office/studio overlooking the
creek & opening to serene private courtyard surrounded by mature
trees. French doors off the open kitchen and dining room with
vaulted ceilings lead to beautifully stone-tiled pool area with
cabana, grapevine & fruit tree. All new & permitted 1500 gallon
septic tank, plumbing, roof, electrical, kitchen, bath, flooring,
French doors, sprinkler system and much more! Ample parking &
RV access. Conveniently located with easy access to both Valley &
Ocean.
Bonnie Thomas or Kathy Haynsworth 310/393-
8491 x2# or 310/823-1411

$959,000

ATTENTION BUYERS AND SELLERS!

SELLERS:

List & Lock:

We can lock in a low rate for your buyer for up to 6 months.
This gives you time to wait for your price and offer your
buyer a very competitive interest rate.

BUYERS:

Shop & Lock:

We will lock a low rate for your next purchase for up to 6
months. Shop without worry about missing today’s low inter-
est rates.

Want a career in Real Estate?
We will pay for licensing School
and have free training for agents.
Call (714) 996-3000 ext. 307 for

more information.

ERA Marina Bay Realty Group
is seeking an experienced sales manager to
lead our rapidly expanding team.
Call (310) 448-4280 to inquire.

3051 HAMPSHIRE CIRCLE IN CORONA

Four bedroom two story home in a wonderful
neighborhood. Exclusive listing, principals only.

CALL JAYE: 213-700-3903

4314 MARINA CITY DRIVE, MDR

Beautiful condo for lease right on the Marina. 3,400
a month.

1633 LAUTER BACH ST.
LANCASTER

4 bedroom, 3 bath home.
OFFERED AT: $449,000

16836 SIERRA VISTA WAY,
CERRITOS

Beautiful 2 bed, 2 bath home.
OFFERED AT: $375,000

4635 DON LORENZO

LOS ANGELES 90008

Awesome 3 bedroom, 3 bath with spectacular of
downtown LA from master bedroom.

OFFERED AT: $515,000
Summer Special

Join our team of successful real estate agents
and loan officers. Have your license in 6 weeks.
Up to 100% commission for real estate agents.
Loan officers rank in the top § of the nation’s
highest paid professionals. Call today or email

zulliesandoval@era.com to reserve your space.

ERA First Choice Realty

1505 4TH Street. Suite 200
Santa Monica, California gogox

Office: (310) 393-8491
Fax: (310) 260-3104

Guaranteed Sale.
“We will sell your home or ERA will buy it.”
Call us for details

“Zia>
RIS

ERA Marina Bay
Realty Group

4640 Admiralty Way #1200
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
Office (310) 448-4280
Fax (310) 448-4282
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Stop foreclosure
Save your credit.
No commission/fees.

310-880-8430

Relieved residents find firefighters
saved theirr homes from a wildfire

BY JENNIFER DOBNER

Associated Press Writer

Do you have
community news?

. Submit news
releases
Email to:

editor@smdp.com
or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Wonica Dailp ress

“In real estate, it takes
all the right ingredients.”

BERRY MEDLEY

“A 4TH OF JULY FAVORITE"”

FRUIT FILLING

5 Cups strawberries rinsed, hulled
and halved

2 Cups softly whipped cream
Powdered sugar

SHORTCAKE

3 cups-All Purpose Flour
2T. Sugar

41/2 TSP. Baking Powder
1/2 TSP. Salt

1/2 Cup Butter or Margarine
11/4 Cup Milk

Shortcake: Combine Dry Ingredients, With A Pastry, Blender Or A Knife Cut In Butter Until
Mixture, Resembles Coarse Crumbs. Add Milk, Stir Until , Dough Sticks Together. Lightly
0il And Flour, A 12" X 15" Baking Sheet, Spoon Dough , Into Center And Press Into A 9"
Circle. Cut Dough Into 8 Wedges. Bake In A 450 Degree Oven Until Golden Brown, About
15 Minutes, Transfer To A Rack, Pull Wedges Apart, Slice Horizontally Into Halves. Serve
Warm Or Cool. Filling: Combine Strawberries And Blueberries. Spoon Fruit Mixture
Between Shortcake Wedge Halves. Top Fruit With Whipped Cream And Cover With
Another Shortcake Wedge. Top With Powdered Sugar (Optional)

Marci'a Rudolph

cell: 310-613-3436

office: 310-482-2025
www.marciarudolph.com

&)

KELLER WILLIAMS

1333 2ND Street (5TH Floor) Santa Monica

310-301-2372

4079-B REDWOOD AVE.
LOS ANGELES, CA

Email: info@team24-Trealty.com
Web: www.team24-Trealty.com

Fred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

3624 Maplewood Avenue ~ $819,000 2+1

1811 19TH, St. SM

Beautiful Mar-Vista home in sought after neighbor-
hood in move in condition. Pride of Ownership!
Private tranquil backyard with fruit trees! A must
see.... don't miss out!

7 Units (2+1's) VERY motivated seller, 4 units
delivered vacant. Positive cash flow. Drive By.
Please do not disturb tenants.

$879,000 $2,149,000

2925 Military Avenue - 3+2 1021 Michigan Avenue

Great Westside Village Mar-Vista loc. w/ beau-
tiful upgrades of Maple Hrdwd Flrs, Remodeled
Kitchen, LRG Lvng-Rm, Light/Bright, LRG-Yard
w/ beautiful water fountain, newly landscaped
& updated home. Must see

Income property and single family residence.
Santa Monica SF HM on 11th st (2+1) & 6 units
(all Sngls) on Michigan. 2 props. great for
owner/user or investor opport. Live in the main
house & collect rent$$ Drive by Only! Do Not
Disturb Tenant!

NEW HARMONY, Utah — Relieved residents of a south-
west Utah housing development that was nearly con-
sumed by a 12,000-acre wildfire returned to their homes
Tuesday, and they took the time to thank firefighters who
worked through the night.

“I’ve got nothing but kudos for the fire department,”
Emily Jones said. The fire stopped within 50 feet of her
home.

“God was looking out for us. Our property was
unharmed,” she said.

High winds pushed the fire toward Harmony Heights
and New Harmony late Monday, forcing the evacuation
of nearly 1,000 people. Eight hundred firefighters, who
got unexpected help when winds calmed, worked all
night to keep the fire way from homes.

Air tankers and a rare night-flying helicopter provid-
ed other support for the fire about 20 miles north of St.
George in Utah’s southwest corner. Officials lifted the
evacuation order for New Harmony Tuesday.

There was more good news nearby, where the state’s
largest wildfire, the 68,264-acre Westside Complex fire,
was declared contained late Tuesday. Officials also low-
ered the acreage estimate for the fire near New Harmony
after mapping it from the air, lowering it by 4,000 acres
to 12,000 total.

Linda and Jack Reed didn’t know what to expect
when returning to their Harmony Heights home Tuesday
after being ordered to evacuate.

“When we left here, there was a wall of fire at the end
of the neighborhood. I’ve never seen or heard anything

like it,” she said. “It was obviously very, very scary.”

But she said they “were amazingly lucky” to find their
home intact Tuesday. “It’s a big destruction to your life.
And, of course, it’s very scary when you think it’s all
going to go up in smoke.”

The NIFC said 21 large fires were burning on more
than 769,000 acres in Alaska, Arizona, California, Idaho,
Nevada, New Mexico and Utah.

In Nevada, firefighters dug in Tuesday as a buffer
between a railroad town and two huge wildfires covering
more than 315,000 acres narrowed to 10 miles.

“The No. 1 concern is to ensure that it doesn’t contin-
ue to travel north toward Caliente,” said David
Chevalier, a U.S. Forest Service spokesman.

Many of the 961 firefighters on the massive Mesquite
and South Desert fires worked to stem flames in moun-
tains south of Caliente, while others protected a Union
Pacific Railroad line through Meadow Valley, 50 miles
north of Las Vegas.

However, Caliente was believed to be a safe distance
from the fire, and Chevalier said incident commanders
expected flames to slow in green, wet vegetation in the
mountains near the town.

“Everyone’s concerned,” said Bud Sanders, owner of
the Knotty Pine Restaurant, a breakfast meeting place in
the town of about 1,100. “We’ve got a lot of smoke and
the air’s pretty nasty. But this valley is pretty green. It
would be pretty hard to catch anything here.”

Arizona’s biggest blaze, about 30 miles north of
Phoenix, had grown to 124,000 acres Tuesday, but it was
burning away from populated areas that had been threat-
ened by the lightning-sparked fire. It was 25 percent con-
tained, fire officials said.
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"' (310) 864-9034

352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

car garage. $849,000,

rooms. Call for details (310) 864-9034

10,000 sq ft.

comercial building. Principals only. $7,700,000
beach. $879,000, 56,000 Net Per Year.

to downtown. West of Sepulveda.

CALL ME TO GET A PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON YOUR RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.

Westchester — 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, great floor plan, very entertaining, approx. 1,600 SQFT., new
bamboo wood floors. Private master bed and bath. Beautifuly landscaped, large lot with detached 2

Retail + Loft in El Segundo - Brand new construction. Only 2 available! Approximately 2,900s gft
w/rooftop deck. Loft is contemporary style loft building with midwest influnces all done in real cus-
tom brick. 1,450 sq ft of retail space and 1,450 sq ft of residential space with 2 bedrooms and 2 bath-

Manhattan Beach- 9,500 sq ft retail plus office $2,930,000
San Pedro — Beautiful medical building all in brick. Close to beach, perfect for a doctor dentist.

Santa Monica Ocean Park — 3 bedroom 3 bath with loft ocean view townhouse. Comes with small
Long Beach - 1 restaurant with strong NNN lease in place. Plus 4 1 bedroom apartements. Close to

El Segundo - Remodeled office plus warehouse. 12,000 SQFT. 8,000 Office, 4,000 warehouse, Close
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INTERNATIONAL

Mexican lawmakers approve absentee voting for migrants

BY WILL WEISSERT

Associated Press Writer

MEXICO CITY — To chants of “Viva Mexico!” legisla-
tors on Tuesday overwhelmingly approved a law allow-
ing millions of Mexicans living abroad to vote by mail in
the 2006 presidential election — a measure that could
reshape the race for the country’s next leader.

By a vote of 455 to 6 with 6 abstentions, a special ses-
sion of the lower house of Congress passed an absentee
voting scheme already approved by the Senate. President
Vicente Fox has pledged to sign it into law.

As the congressmen cast votes on the electronic board,
dozens of visiting migrants waved flags and sang the
Mexican national anthem.

“Today is historic,” said Maria Sara Rocha, of the
Institutional Revolutionary Party, or PRI. “It’s a tri-
umph.”

The support came despite fears expressed by members
of all major political parties that the country’s notorious-
ly slow and corrupt postal service will handle mailing out
ballots.

“Voting by mail has its advantages and disadvantages,
but it is the consensus that has been agreed upon,” said
Juan Jose Garcia of the leftist Democratic Revolution
Party.

An estimated 11 million Mexicans, as much as 14 per-
cent of the country’s electorate, live overseas, the vast
majority in the United States.

Expatriates are legally allowed to vote and hold dual
citizenship but have been effectively barred from partic-
ipating in elections because of the lack of an absentee

ballot system.

When President Vicente Fox ended 71 years of PRI
rule during elections in 2000, thousands of Mexicans
crossed from the United States into their homeland to
seek special voting booths along the border — many of
which soon ran out of ballots.

“An election that excludes millions of Mexicans is an
election that doesn’t count,” said Gustavo Santiago, a
proponent of migrant voting rights who first immigrated
to Los Angeles from the southern state of Oaxaca in
1973. “It means a democracy for the country that is
incomplete. A president chosen only partially.”

The bill was passed with little time to spare. An absen-
tee ballot system must be approved by the end of the
month to take effect in time for the July 2, 2006, presi-
dential election.

Last week, PRI lawmakers voted in committee to
modify the bill to install polling places abroad. That
would have sent it back to the Senate, which might not
have had time to convene a special session.

But the PRI legislators eventually agreed to support
the Senate version.

Santiago said the mail-in ballot system was not ideal
because of logistical challenges but added that “it’s a
starting point, a positive step.”

Those who voted against the measure complained that
voting by mail was unworkable.

“We accept programs that humiliate them (migrants),
hurt them, cut them,” complained Eliana Garcia of
Democratic Revolution. “We even accept programs that
cause them to die. And the only thing we’re offering
today is an undignified vote by mail.”

Car bombs kill Shiite parliament member along
with U.S. soldier; western offensive launched

BY QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A suicide car bomber killed an
influential Shiite member of parliament and his son as
they drove to the capital Tuesday, an attack likely to
stoke ethnic tensions on the first anniversary of the trans-
fer of sovereignty to the Iraqis.

The attack that killed Dhari Ali al-Fayadh, his son and
two bodyguards was one of several around the country
carried out by suicide bombers. Other attacks killed one
U.S. soldier in Balad, 50 miles north of Baghdad, and
one in Tikrit. Two soldiers were wounded. At least 1,743
members of the U.S. military have died since the war
began in 2003, according to an Associated Press count.

The attacks came as more than 1,000 U.S. troops and
Iraqi forces launched “Operation Sword” in a bid to
crush insurgents and foreign fighters in western Iraq.

The campaigns have not been able to stem a resilient
insurgency that has killed more than 1,350 people since
Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari announced his Shiite-
dominated government on April 28.

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani nevertheless praised the
anniversary because it led to the Jan. 30 election, coun-
try’s first free balloting in decades.

“This is a blessed day which saw the restoration of
independence and national sovereignty,” Talabani said
after meeting U.S. and British envoys. “But we think that
the restoration of independence started after the epic, the
legend, of the elections.”

Al-Fayadh, who was in his late 80s, was killed while
traveling to parliament from his farm in Rashidiya, 20
miles northeast of Baghdad, said parliamentarian
Hummam Hammoudi, who heads a committee charged
with drafting a new constitution.

Four people were wounded, police Maj. Falah al-
Mihamadawi said.

The group al-Qaida in Iraq claimed responsibility for
the assassination on an Islamic Web site, saying a “sui-
cide car bomber, in a heroic attack, exploded himself at
the motorcade of the assembly member, his guards and
his companions.” The authenticity of the statement could
not be verified.

Al-Fayadh was the eldest member of the new parlia-
ment, and he was the interim speaker until one was elect-
ed. He was a member of the country’s largest Shiite polit-
ical party, the Supreme Council of the Islamic

Revolution in Iraq.

Al-Fayadh also was a senior sheik from the al-Boamer
tribe in the Mahmoudiya area, about 20 miles south of
Baghdad and a hotbed of the insurgency. Al-Boamer
includes both Sunni and Shiite clans.

“Those who killed the sheik are the enemies of the
Iraqi people at large,” Hammoudi said.

Al-Fayadh was the second Shiite legislator to be killed
since the parliament started work in March. Lamia Abed
Khadouri al-Sagri, a member of the Iraqi List party, was
killed April 27 in eastern Baghdad.

Al-Fayadh’s seat will be taken by the runner-up from
the same party.

The country’s Shiites already are on edge following
car bombings last week that killed nearly 40 people in
predominantly Shiite neighborhoods in Baghdad. With
the Sunni-dominated insurgency targeting the Shiite
majority, the wave of killings has raised fears of civil
war.

A car bomb north of Baghdad killed five people and
injured nine, police said. The explosion occurred near the
headquarters of an Iraqi quick-reaction police force in
Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of the capital, police Capt.
Nihad Jamal Ibrahim said.

Two other car bombs in Bagouba caused no injuries,
police said.

Near Musayyib, 40 miles south of Baghdad, a bomber
wearing explosives blew himself up at a checkpoint,
killing one policeman and wounding 17, police said.

In Kirkuk, a suicide car bomber slammed into a con-
voy carrying traffic police chief Brig. Gen. Salar Ahmed,
killing one of his bodyguards and a civilian, said police
Lt. Assad Mohammed. Four others, including Ahmed
and three of his bodyguards, were wounded in the city
180 miles north of Baghdad.

U.S. soldiers killed an Iraqi news executive when he
did not pull over as an American convoy passed on a
road in Baghdad, said Dr. Muhanad Jawad of Yarmouk
Hospital. Ahmed Wael Bakri worked as a director at al-
Shargiya TV. The U.S. military said it was investigating.
Bakri was the third Iraqi journalist alleged to have been
killed by U.S. forces in similar incidents in the past week.

A U.S. reconnaissance helicopter was hit Monday
night by small-arms fire in Tal Afar, about 95 miles east
of the Syrian border, and forced to land, but there were
no reports of injuries, said Sgt. John Franzen, a
spokesman.

It was not clear which parties might benefit from the
migrant voting.

PRI, which controls the largest bloc of seats in
Congress, had long been rumored to fear that migrants
would vote against it because they were forced to leave
the country for lack of work during its rule. However, it
is the only party so far to have elected a migrant to
Congress.

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Earn up to $660.00 per month.
Students Arrive Year Round.

GLOBAL STUDENT SERVICES, USA
310-391-7800

Promo Pens!!

Promotional Products

Great pricing on Bic Pens!
Check out the Bic Clic Stic.

$.48 each with your one color logo - 300 piece minimum.

Set-up NO CHARGE Y _
Call Today! (310) 474-7053

2127 Westwood Boulevard « Los Angeles, CA 90025
tclark@singletonco.com (310) 4747053 www.singletonco.com

Take Advantage of OUR Hindsight,
Take Contral, Then Ralax!

25% off il
YOUR TAX PREP FEE
when_ Amenica’s CPA Completes

Your Income Tax Return

With over 40 years of IRS & Business Expenances.
Lastred of Sants Manica's Ird Sireal Promanads

Free Consultation 310 395-0603

The 14th Apnyal Fishing Derby

sponsors!

Safe Gas Service Calamigos Ranch

Steve Rivera The Lobster

Wrap It Up Ace Trophy

Mariasol
LA Beach

Promar West Coast Publishing

BIC distributors

Pacific Park r

Blazing Saddles
Playland Arcade

Fish Wrap

Hooters
Zuma Design

LA Dodgers

Chaiel Fishing Quiksilver

Santa Monica Pier Aquarium Barney’s Beanery

Dan Hernandez

Santa Monica Pier Bait & Tackle Shop sincerely appreciates
the support of these great sponsors.
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- Keep your money hard at work, with

401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

B Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services * statefarm.com®

WE USE ONLY FACTORY PARTS
YOUR ALTERNATIVE TO DEALERS.

<

P

G003 CEQLY
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WESTSIDE MOTORS

1453 Lincoln Blvd. (At Broadway) SM (310) 395-3125
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 31I0-438-7737 and promote your busimness opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CLASSIFICATIONS:

Announcements
Creative
Employment

For Sale
Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates
Commercial

Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

P

25 YR old SM publishing co. on 3rd
St. Prom seeks FT administrator.
Indep. worker. 2 wks vacation + 1
at Christmas. Casual dress. Earn
comp. time toward days off in sum-
mer! Paid health/parking. Strong
MS Office/Excel. Graphics/Access a
+. Make big difference in small,
supportive office! $16-$18/hr doe.
Fax resume to: 310-394-3539 or
email to: service@entfored.com

ADMIN. ASST.

Seeking a bright, energetic individual
to perform admin. functions for our
fast paced office. Must be organized,
self motivated and be able to multi-
task. Responsibilities would include
both clerical and bookkeeping func-
tions. Must have experience in ac-
counting, bookkeeping, data entry
with QB/MS WD/EXCEL/ACT knowl-
edge. Please fax resume: 310-577-
8388

CLEANROOM CLEANING positions
available. Full time and part time.
Evening work. Medical Benefits
and 401K available. Starting be-
tween $9.50 and $10.50 hour.
Looking for quality individuals.

Must have good verbal/written
skills. We will train. Interested
candidates should apply at 1
(888) 263-9886 or www.clean-
roomcleaning.com

ADVERTISING SALES

and real estate office needs full and
part-time assistants. Seeking smart
and hardworking candidates. We're
open 9am-9pm M-Th and close at
6pm on Fridays. Please fax resume
and cover letter detailing why you're
well suited for the job. (310) 394-
5751.

IMMEDIATE OPENING bookkeeper
(15 hrs/wk), $13-$15/hr DOE, small
Santa Monica law firm. Programs:
Quicken, Timeslips 11 and Word-
perfect. Criminal & Civil practice.
Email/fax resume to Farrah: far-
rah@randolphassociates.com/
(310) 395-1833

KENNEL ASSISTANTS for busy kennel.
Part-time, weekends, AM/PM shifts
available. $8.00/hr. Call (310) 838-
5599. Ask for Michael or Jaime.

MED. FRONT Office Assistant
Immediate F/T Front Off. opening
for busy, multi-doctor, private practice
in beautiful Pac. Pal. Seeking mature
minded person that has outstanding
ability to organize, coordinate & follow
through on details. Responsibilities in-
clude (not limited to) processing refer-
rals, authorizations, insurance eligibil-
ity, scheduling & greeting patients.
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS,
ability to muti-task, and excellent
written & oral comm. Please
submit/fax resumes to (310) 453-
9047 or contact Laura at (310) 413-
6722.

$$$ TOP COMMISSION $$$

Newspapers & Magazines, abundant
leads, 41/2 day Wk., friendly staff, all in-
house. Great Co. & track record, 50+
years in L.A.
www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm
and/or call: Paul, 213-251-9100, x-25

BARTEND

EARN
$150-400
DAILY

® 1 or 2 week training
o Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377

www.nationalbartenders.com

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. All shifts. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

CUSTOMER SERVICE - Auto Detail
Auto Detail Company looking for train-
ee with supervision and communica-
tion skills. Commission plus hourly.
Valid license, Bilingual plus. Fax re-
sume to (310) 644-8029.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with back
office experience. Santa Monica
office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

EXPERIENCE SALES person needed
P/T at The Blue House. 1402 Mon-
tana Ave. Apply in person. See
Mary (310) 451-2243.

EXPERIENCED
closers wanted. Earn $500-$1000
daily from your home. Leads pro-
vided. Call Eugene at (323) 962-
2920.

SALESPERSONS/

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FRONT OFFICE coordinator needed,
located on UCLA campus. Please fax
resume (310) 539-0468.

rapher seeks in shape model with
6 pack 18-20s (310) 226-8411.

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales per-
son in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-998-
8305 x83

|MENS FITNESS magazine photog—l

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFFICE ASST. Busy home office in
Palisades needs f/t asst to answer
phones, schedule appts, office tasks.
Email Dori@Milestonesinc.com. $15-
20/hr. NO CALLS.

OPERATIONS  ASSISTANT, technical
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for
details. (310)478-0591.

REAL ESTATE Front Reception-
ist/Office Admin. F/T Front Office
opening for a busy, real estate of-
fice in Santa Monica. Seeking
hard-working, positive, team
player that has outstanding ability
to organize, coordinate & follow
through on details. Responsibili-
ties include (not limited to) heavy
phones, filing, correspondence,
FedEx, greeting clients, ordering
supplies & maintaining an organ-
ized office area.

Must have GREAT PHONE
SKILLS, local candidate preferred,
ability to multi-task and excellent
written & oral comm. Please sub-
mit/fax resumes to (310) 395-
2683 or email to info@parcom-
mercial.com.

SALES

BEST Kept Secret in Sales

If you could sell a product that is
needed by everyone, can survive
any economic downturn, rewards
success with bonuses and acco-
lades and offers an opportunity for
advancement; would it be worth a
five minute call? Looking for an
outgoing, compassionate, motivat-
ed Funeral Sales Counselors to
work in Santa Monica, Culver City,
West LA area. No experience
needed, we’ll train you. Call Enid
Metz @ (310) 474-1579. The
more you think about it, the more
it makes sense.

SALES-TILE/MARBLE SLABS

SM showroom. In/ out sales. Salary +
commission. Need experience
(310) 995-5136, Fax (310) 451-0085

SECRETARIAL/ BOOKKEEPING
SM office. Full Time (310) 995-5136,
Fax (310) 451-0085

SECURITY

NEED security guard with license for
store in Santa Monica. Call Samy
(714) 531-0555

THREE HAIR Stations For Rent.

$125/week. 2106 Wilshire Blvd. Call
Christine (310) 829-5944

CUSTOM LONGBOARDS
from $400.00. Glassing/ding re-
pair, dirty glassing.

(310) 733-9067.

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for
$1750 (310)479-3054

Vehicles for sale

& MITSUBISHI
Santa Monica

2002 Honda Accord

Black Auto Full Power
$15995 vin# 005954

2003 Honda Oydessey

16k miles Full Power
Call For Price vin# 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles
$15495 vin# 303036

2001 Mitsubishi Montero
Sport Full power Great first time car
$9995 vin# 044921

2004 Mitsubishi Spyder GT
Silver/Black Auto Full power

$19495 vin# 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer

Auto Full Power
$9995 vin# 047677

2001 Dodge Durango

Full Power 43k miles

$15995 vin# 512295

UhearblY cam

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

VIOLIN LESSONS in Malibu for all ages
and levels. USC & Juilliard trained,
int’l competition winner (c) (213) 447-
0353.

2 BEDROOM/ 1 bath + den in Venice,
2206 Brenta Place. Stove, dishwash-
er, carpet, balcony, laundry, intercom
entry, garage tandem parking, no pets
$1600 (310) 578-7512

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adja-
cent. 2+2, gated building with gated,
subterranean parking, AC, Newer
building, with courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm., pkng, 1
year lease, no pets. $1400. Call
(310) 578-9729.

8 UNIT building. 647 N. Hayworth.
Spacious upper, washer/dryer, A/C,
refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, gas
fireplace, secured building, secured
parking, blinds, wood/ carpet/ vinyl,
balcony, good closets, close to shop-
ping w/c pets. Call (310) 877-3074

BRAND NEW totally renovated, high
ceilings, oak floors, private rooftop
patio, balcony, new bathrooms and
kitchen, gated building, new land-
scaping and common areas. This unit
and building is incredibly dramatic.
One year lease, No smoking, No pets.
Call (310) 466-9256.

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

ACTIVE ADULT LIVING

401 Montana Avenue
Under New Management.

Complete adult ambulatory living,
daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

RENTALS

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2250/mo
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage
Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

1214 Idaho
2 +11/2 Townhouse

PLEASE CHECK DETAILS OF
THESE AND OTHER LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

STUNNING 2bed/2bath home in very
desirable Santa Monica location. This
two story unit offers custom features
and amenities, private parking for 2
vehicles, full-size washer/dryer, spa-
cious private deck (25x25) + small
yard, eco-friendly construction in a
beautifully landscaped setting. One
year lease, no pets. $3500/month.
Call (310) 877-3074.

WANT TO rent garage for classic auto
within 6 blocks of Santa Monica Pier.
(310) 395-3268

WANTED: FURNISHED apartment or
small house for short term lease dur-
ing the month of August for couple.
West Hollywood, Beverly Hills adja-
cent, or Westside preferred. Contact
Chris (310) 587-2200.

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.

2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

FUN AND Busy Brentwood mortgage

PAC PAL $3200 Huge FURN 1/1
OCEAN condo- Resort Style Spec-
tacular VUS! 9.5 acres Pool/Spa

Maid/Util Incl. v
www.csbcondo.com  (323) 497-
1884

ROQUE &
MARK Co.
2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

519 Hill St. $1450
Upper 1 bed, utilities paid,
granite counters, near beach
& Main St.

419 Raymond  $1495
Lower 2 bed, hardwood, new
paint, near beach & Main St.

1045 6th St. $1550
Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, new kitchen & bath tile
floor, new fixtures & window
coverings

507 Raymond  $1900
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, office
granite counters, walk in
closet

1047 2nd St.  $2100
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, wood
floors, dishwasher, stove,

fridge

WEST
LA/BRENTWOOD/PALMS

1721 Westgate, WLA, $650
Lower bachelor, fridge & hot-
plate fresh paint, laundry
room

3653 Keystone, Palms, $1550
Lower 3 bed, 2 bath, new
kitchen vinyl, fresh paint,

laundry room

649 Barrington, BW, $1600
Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, new vinyl, dishwasher,
pool

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

LA GROVE area. 6211 Orange St., Unit
1. 2bdrm/1bath $1625.00. Lower,
stove, fridge, hardwood floors, inter-
com entry, parking, no pets. Close to
Farmers’ Market (310) 578-7512.

LADERA HEIGHTS, single, 4820 Slau-
son Ave., Unit 1 $650. Stove, fridge,
carpets, blinds, laundry, parking, no
pets. (323) 290-1694.

MAR VISTA $1500.00 2 bdrm/1 bath.
Appliances, parking w/shared garage,
Sm. Yard, NO Pets. 3573 Centinela
Ave., Rear unit

PACIFIC PALISADES, small guest cot-
tage, ocean view. Dog considered.
Large garden, washer/dryer, garage.
$2400/mo (310) 454-5656.

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive $1300. 2 bdrm/1 1/2
bath.  Stove,  blinds, carpet,
washer/dryer hook-ups, patio, inter-
com entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471

MDR Adjacent. 2724 Abbot Kinney
Blvd. 2+2, gated building with gated,
2 car subterranean parking, AC, New-
er building, with courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood, laundry, 1 year lease,
no pets. $1550. Call (310) 578-9729.

PALMS- 3346 S. Canfield Ave., Unit
205 and 207. $900 and up, $200 off
move in. Stove, blinds, fridge, carpet,

laundry, intercom entry, no pets
(310) 578-7512.
PALMS: 9849 Tabor St., Unit 8.

3bdrm/ 2bath. Stove, carpet, blinds,
balcony, laundry, tandem parking, no
pets $1650.00, $300.00 off move in
(310) 578-7512

SANTA MONICA $1040/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Garden style. Cat ok.

Refrigerator, stove, hardwood floors,
blinds. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1075/mo,
1bdrm/1bath. Small pets only. Refrig-
erator, stove, laundry, swimming pool,
parking. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Spacious and charming.
Hardwood floors, laundry, yard, quiet
neighborhood. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1390/mo
2bdrm/1bath. Refrigerator, hardwood
floors, large closets, carport parking,
flexible lease (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1450.00 2 bdrm/1
bath. Appliances, parking, NO pets.
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #16, Mgr.: Apt.
#19

SANTA MONICA $1650/mo
2bdrm/1bath + dining room, no pets,
stove, laundry, charming courtyard.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo
2bdrm/2bath. No pets. Refrigerator,
stove, dishwasher, patio, fireplace,

gated  parking  (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2100/mo

3bdrm/2bath, w/c pet. Stove, new
carpets, close to SMC, parking
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $2250/mo,
3bdrm/2bath. Patio, hardwood floors,
laundry, Jacuzzi, ceramic tile, park-
ing. (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com

SANTA MONICA $725/mo,

studio/1bath. Refrigerator, tile, hard-
wood floors, microwave, cable TV/

utilities included.  (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $975/mo,

Bachelor/1bath. Blocks to beach.
Stove, balcony, hardwood floors, large
closets. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/
1BA $1,500 Live on the Promenade
with ocean views, Hardwood floors,
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580

THREE STORY 30 unit gated building.
319 S. Clark Dr., large upper rear apt.,
A/C, sunny, secured parking, dish-
washer, laundry room, balcony, prime
location for shopping/ restaurants.
Call (310) 804-7460.

VENICE 25 19th Ave., Unit E, single,
stove, fridge, blinds, carpet, laundry,
1/2 block to beach, 1 parking space in
garage. Cat ok. $1050.00 (310) 578-
7512.

VENICE BEACH, 2000 Alberta Ave.
large 2 bedroom, 1 bath, gated park-
ing. Close to beach and Venice Ca-
nals, quiet neighborhood, 1 year
lease, no pets. $1650. (310) 466-
9256.

$1500. CHARMING, unique, one
bedroom space, on residential sec-
tion of Montana Ave. Wood floors,
fireplace, kitchen, air conditioning,
full bath and lovely private patio. Ex-
cellent for artisan, writer, computer,
composer. 22nd and Montana in
SM. (310) 395-1767.

VENICE BEACH, great office space lo-
cated 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Ave. Approx
1800 sq.ft. Concrete floors, exposed-
beamed ceilings, entrance with clear
doughlas fir details, French doors and
patio area with Bamboo. Available
Now for Month-to-Month lease.
$5300/mo. (310) 466-9256

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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BEAUTIFUL ARTIST
Studio For Rent
Looking for Painters or Artists to
share this unique setting/ one of a
kind studio located in Santa Moni-
ca (14th and Colorado)
AVAILABLE FOR:
-Painting Classes
-Mural Work
-Designer Showroom
-Gallery Showroom
Email for pictures of studio at
sannbeck@adelphia.net and/or
call for details (310) 804-1516

NAL c.

il LR

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(31 0) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550 sqft office space. 3
offices plus reception. $1250
Nice decor. (310) 576-3433

SM 1334 Lincoln 2 offices, 1140sqft,
$2200 rent. 600sqft, $1140 rent. Util-
ites  and parking included.
Deke Keasbey (310) 477-3192

SM OFFICE- Main St. 875 sq. feet.
Creative space $3.15 FSG. Parking
available. Agent (310) 593-4570

Real Estate

A great place in which
to invest or retire.

FABULOUS

LAS VEGAS

For information on the
purchase or sale of
residential, commercial or
investement property
lease contact:

MARTIN J. FELDMAN
Broker-Salesman for
Century-21 Express

Toll Free (800) 505-3989
Cell Phone (702) 496-3870
Office (702) 214-1400
Fax (702) 214-1404
Why Rent When

You Can Own?

Tell Your
Landlord
You're
Moving.

Free list of properties available
with no money down.

Call Eric at (213) 393-4454
Cimax Home Mortgage

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Real Estate

Thomas

(310) 482-2016

(310) 482-2015

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

No Money Down

Free list of
properties
available with no

down payment
1-888-465-4534
ID# 1043

www.matillarealty.com

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,

Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from  $50.00/1hr.
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

Lynda,

SPORTS MASSAGE 525
" EN & COUPLES I7-35
iy 1uf e e

by consfrnaction wrir
yopa workouts alsol
Weal LA-~call 24hra

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-

ropen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.
HEALING & REJUVENATING

Removes Pain and Tightness
by the Ocean in S.M.,
then a walk on the beach
(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

Announcements

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
for international students arriving
Jul/Aug. SM, WLA & other areas.
COMPENSATION PROVIDED.
310-469-1906

Yard Sales

MOVING SALE this Saturday 8am -
3pm. 12538 Venice Blvd. Furniture,
antiques, designer clothing, home fur-
nishings, kitchen appliances/ elec-
tronics, Pyrex & Fire King Dishes, and
more!

TREASURE HUNT. Moving sale, every-
thing must go! Brand new bedroom
set, couch, table, and much more. Ju-
ly 1,2,3, 9am-6pm 1247 11th St,
Apt. 2, SM

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Personals
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$10-17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Surf Lessons
Private ahd Group
Equipment provided
CPR. certified

310-920-1265
Camp@learntosurfla.com

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit.
Paul (310) 741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, Swedish,
Accupressure, Deep-tissue, Sports
Massage, Reflexology. For apt call
Tracy at (310)435-0657.

VERY CAPABLE Certified Massage
Therapist available for outcalls.
Reinvigorating, stress-eliminating
Therapeutic Massage (Swedish/
Deep Tissue). Very Reasonable
Rates. David (310) 488-8059.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MaNICA

SERVICE DIRECTORY

1-877-33-FIX-IT

(1.877.333.4948)

www.HandymanOnDemand.com
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ANNUAL

12 month C.D. (Savings)

CONTACT:

dfund@mymongol.com

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest * Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—
SRR
310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE

A professional painting contractor
License #309274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Il
B«

Senior
Discount
Available

Get a free
suvf video.
Private suvd
lessons &
suvf camp.

.

Leavn £rom the vest!
SMC Suvf Instvuctor
(818) 990-7633 Lov vesevvations
wmatt@malibulongboards.com
walibulongboards.com

T
C?::n%;yg;

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices
Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service
N ~Great References
P HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

R\ 4 ] STARTING AT *99
Aury Bonilla (323) 605-7197

S
PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

SINCE 1980
s The Home Doctor s

THE REMEDY FOR ALL
YOUR HOUSEHOLD AILMENTS

PLUMBING e ELECTRICAL » CARPENTRY
APPLIANCES e HEATING & A/C  PLASTERING
SCREENS e GLASS * TUB & SHOWER CAULKING
ROOFING * RAIN GUTTERS ¢ LOCKS
SPRINKLERS * STUCCO  MASONRY
GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS e PAINTING
DOOR, WINDOW & WALL LEAKS e WEATHER
PROOFING © INSULATION e SMOKE ALARMS
CABLE TV  FIREPLACES ® POOLS & SPAS
TELEPHONES & MORE

ALSO, HOME INSPECTIONS
& EARTHQUAKE SAFETY
GARY ABRAMS  (310) 948-1717

SYNDICATED COLUMNIST
FULLY INSURED ST. LIC #457472

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL ¢

Interior & Exterior « FREE Estimates
References Available.
10YEARS EXPERIENGE

Call Joe: 447-8357

MASTER
CARPENTER

Repairs ® Remodels
Maintenance e Fine Carpentry

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LIC. #512638

CALL ROB

(310) 866-3533

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic.T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

Law Offices of

Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil
Personal Injury
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

LAW OFFICES OF
MAJID HASHEMI
* PERSONAL INJURY
* FAMILY LAW

* IMMIGRATION

FREE
CONSULTATION

WE SPEAK FARS!| & FRENCH

1541 Ocean Avenue #200
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 458-1076

www.lawhashemi.com

Mester Carpet Cleaner
Shampoo Carpet o Stripper & Wax
Buffing Marble & Granite

3.
Fast Dryﬁ Guaranteed
Ask For Hani HY " Tl 310-349-0222

24 Hrs/7 Days A Week Cell: 310-600-4339

Computer Services

woerwr LANerd S guad.oom

I"I:_lllll_l o F_Ill'\;.|||l'l'..-_.
156 Yéars In Service
Ay Cormpurter Fresbbem

' - ﬁ" =
(800) 2315164

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs ¢ Cleaning
Copper Galvanized
Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen
G

I

ARPENTRY. ELEC . PAINT, ETC. ..
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael (310) 980-2674

Computer Services

CERTIFIED MAC Tech. Repair/ Sup-
port/ Consulting/ Tutoring. (310)
980-9254, macninjas@mac.com

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845




ADVERTISEMENT

Lexus Santa Monica | Proudly Serving Santa Monica For 16 Years

o

. Announcing the

- GRAND OPENING

of the

*Over 60 pre-owned luxury vehicles including
Lexus, BMW, Mér;edes and Land Rover in stock*

"""1'

2003 Lexus ES300 Sedan | 2004 Lexus RX 330 Sport Utility | 2002 Lexus SC Convertible

O exus iy b ot Lo

CD Auto Changer, Moonroof, CD Auto Changer, Navigation System, Leather,
. CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED 16,954 Miles 17,790 MILES CD Auto Changer, 5,596 Miles 4
: [ ES6125RR ] [ RX7689RR | [LR13656 ]
——ONLY AT YOUR LEXUS DEALER——
oy $26,995 $33,995 $50,995
. [ ] 1 at this price VIN 008456 1 at this price VIN 026347 1 at this price VIN 025792 |

| %

. - il 2 n & Pha 3 g ™ .
i ﬁ a prices exclude go rnmeﬂs and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation char&“a / en 1s-testing charges. Expires 6/30/05.
- - > { 4

U_EXUIS

SANTA MonicA

800 406 7782

1100 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD - SANTA MONICA, CA 90404
“IN SANTA MONICA, ON SANTA MONICA™

= = Our family of dealers includes:
IIETCUNAT Lexus Santa Monica e Scion Santa Monica eToyota Santa Monica e Mitsubishi of Santa Monica  Volkswagen Santa Monica
B Toyota of Hollywood e Lincoln Mercury of Hollywood e Scion of Hollywood e Pacific Porsche e Pacific Audi ® Pacific Volkswagen



ADVERTISEMENT

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties

2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica

Y 3;

=

P

e
. _‘-‘;1-. o
1448 25™ ST., 3 UNITS
SANTA MONICA  *1,400,000

846 EUCALYPTUS DRIVE, EL SEGUNDO
$849,995

2801 LA CASTANA DR
LOS ANGELES $1,590,000

No Picture
Available

10610 VENICE BLVD. 4 UNITS

Properties recently sold or put into
escrow by Pacific Ocean Properties.

Let our sales team go to work for you today!
LOCATION qary
[E] Sawtelle Blvd. #41  W/Los Angeles
[E] 3648 Empire Dr. Culver City
[E] 1458 Princeton St. Santa Monica
[E] 2430 Echo Park Blvd.  Los Angeles

Culver City
Los Angeles

[S] 8310 Raintree Circle

[S]1 1617 S. Bronson

[S]1 5647 Fountain Ave. Los Angeles

[S] 7027 Ramsgate Westchester
*E denotes in escrow *S denotes sold

(PICTURED ABOVE)

SPECTACULAR PROPERTY
1855 BENICIA
3BD., 2BA.
PLUS DEN
THOROUGHLY
REMODELED
WITH VIEWS

$1,250,000

Century City

PRIME MULHOLLAND ESTATE WITH VIEWS

LOS ANGELES  °949,500

Pacific Ocean Properties announces the
@ 601 East Balboa Blvd.,
2[R Phone: (949) 675-0050

Pac West Mortgage

30 year fixed rates just reduced! Just 5.75!

rand openm%of its Newport Beach office!
ewport Beach CA 92661
ax:(949) 675-0051

VERY
AGGRESSIVE
RATES

* Over 300 banks approved 100% Finance Interest Only Loans
¢ Residential & Commercial loans §500,000.00 $650.000.00
° 1 0, f' H ’ o y . .
330 ‘o financing 1st - $400,000.00 @ 5.25% 1st - $520,000.00 @ 5.25% 30 year fixed 5.75%
* 30 years of experience 0
Rob Schultz + Purch f. $1,750.00 Per Month $2,275.00 Per Month 10 year/1 arm 5.625%
BrOker Purchase or Re mance.s 7 ear/1 arm 5.5%
LICENSED CALIFORNIA BROKER #01218743  * EXpert loan consultations y =

2nd - $100,000.00 @ 7.75%
$645.00 Per Month

2nd - $130,000.00 @ 7.75%

* Lines of Credit $834.00 Per Month

* CONSTRUCTION LOANS
* Apartment Buildings
* Timely performance

5 year/1 arm 5.25%**
3 year/1 arm 5%**
1 year/1 arm 5%
6 mos./6 mo.arm 4.25%
1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.09%***

Total $2,395.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

Total $3,114.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

Pre-Approval
In minutes!

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

EQUAL HOUSHNE
REALTOR® [_nE NDER

Wholesale lending through:
. Et—,—-n—u
J * Rates subject to change
* As of June 21, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan
*** Denotes Neg Am

o s e ST WEI_T.H
_ FARGO




