
BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District officials
welcome the coming police investigation
into a racial incident that occurred at
Santa Monica High School in May, said
Board of Education President Jose
Escarce.

The statement came after an African-
American juvenile filed a report with the
Santa Monica Police Department last
Tuesday, alleging that he had been chained
to a locker by two other juveniles in the
wrestling room after passing by a wrestling
dummy with a noose looped around its
neck, said Sgt. Richard Lewis, a spokesper-
son for the department.

“One put a bear hug on him, and the
other one looped the lock through the belt
loop on his jeans and connected it to a
cable,” Lewis said, referencing the juvenile’s
statements in the report.

According to the report, the two other
teens then left the locker room and returned
to the wrestling room, allegedly uttering
racial slurs.

Various versions of the story exist regard-
ing the configuration of the 140-pound
wrestling dummy and the noose, as well as
what — if anything — was said when the
two teens left the locker room.

Accounts also differ on how site adminis-
trators reacted to the events, with some say-
ing that students were asked to delete any
images they may have taken from smart-
phones or other devices, and others saying
that administrators kept the images on a
separate device, and then asked the students
to delete them.

The details are important.
California law deems the use of a noose

on school property, “knowing it to be a sym-
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JUST IN CASE: Graciano Sanchez from the Santa Monica Fence Company installs a fence around the 'Chain Reaction' sculpture on Monday.

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

CIVIC CENTER Perhaps playing on public
works of art isn’t a good idea.

After spotting children and visitors
climbing and “interacting” with the iconic
“Chain Reaction” sculpture located in the
Civic Center, Building Officer Ron
Takiguchi decided that it was time to take a
closer look at the wear and tear the structure
has experienced since being erected in 1991.

“I was just walking by and noticed peo-
ple not just looking at it,” Takiguchi said.
“Kids were holding onto the chain links
and I thought ‘is that really safe?’”

Upon closer review, he observed that not
only was the shell of the sculpture, shaped
like a mushroom cloud consisting of what
appear to be chain links, was slightly dam-
aged due to weathering, but also the fasten-
ers that hold the outer shell onto a fiber-
glass core were either worn or unfastened.

Once realizing that there was a signifi-
cant chance that the sculpture is in need of
repair, Takiguchi took the rare step to have
it surrounded by a temporary fence on
Monday to keep visitors at a safe distance
while city officials determine the extent of
the damage.

“The fasteners were actually detached
and in rusted condition,” he said. “We

decided it needed attention.”
The next step for the city’s Building and

Safety Division is to contract with an art
conservator and a structural engineer to
assist with the assessment. That is expected
to occur during the next few weeks, but no
exact timeline has been set.

Assisting in that process is Cultural
Affairs Manager Jessica Cusick, who over-
sees the city’s public art collection.

Cusick said that the conservator and engi-
neer will work with Takiguchi to make a final
diagnosis. She said that the best case scenario
would have the experts declare it safe and

Civic Center’s ‘Chain Reaction’ sculpture off limits

SEE SCULPTURE PAGE 7 SEE POLICE PAGE 7
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Tuesday, June 28, 2011

Rent control tips in
Spanish

Main Library
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 10 a.m.
Rent Control Board staff togeth-
er with a code compliance officer

invite tenants to attend a free
seminar conducted in Spanish.

Topics include: Rents, amenities
and services included in the rent,

eviction protections, and what
maintenance the owner must do.
Please call to register. For more
information, call (310) 458-8751.

Calling all writers
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 12 p.m.
Meet with other aspiring writers
for inspiration, guidance and sup-
port during this regular meeting.
For more information, call (310)

450-0443.

Time for toddlers
Ocean Park Library

2601 Main St., 10 a.m.
Join Mr. Jesse for stories,
rhymes, songs and even 

puppets. For more information,
call (310) 458-8683.

Wednesday, June 29,
2011

Farmers’ Market
Third Street Promenade

Arizona Ave., 
10 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Fig Restaurant will cook at this

week’s Market Munchies tent on
the Third Street Promenade. For

more information, visit
www.smgov.net/farmers_market.

Punk House Standup
Comedy Show

Westside Comedy Theater
Ed Galvez hosts this weekly
standup show that features
comics and musical guests.

Cost: $8. For more information,
call (310) 451-0850.

The Island Style Cook-Off
Fairmont Miramar Hotel &

Bungalows
101 Wilshire Blvd., 
7 p.m. — 9 p.m.

Guests will enjoy gourmet cui-
sine as they watch several chefs

vie for the title of Hawaiian
Islands Master Chef. Judges

include Roy Yamaguchi of Roy’s
Restaurant, Ed Kenney of Town

Kaimuki and Lesley Bargar
Suter, dine editor of Los Angeles

magazine. Special appearance
by chef Ray Garcia of Fig

Restaurant. Must be 21 or over
to attend. Cost: $20. To pur-

chase tickets, visit
www.lamag.com/pupu/party.

Merging the energy of
labor and the environment

St. Anne’s Catholic Church
2017 Colorado Ave.,

7 p.m. — 9 p.m.
Progressive Democrats of Los

Angeles organizer Marcy
Winograd will speak at the next
Santa Monica Democrats meet-
ing. For more information, e-mail

maryanneso@mac.com.
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CCOORRRREECCTTIIOONN
In the article, “Donald Sutherland, bicyclist collide,” that appeared in the June 25-26 edition

of the Daily Press, page 3, it should have said that the actor appeared in “MASH” the movie. 

Calendar
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BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongoing series
that tracks the city’s expenditures appearing on
upcoming City Council consent agendas. Consent
agenda items are routinely passed by the council with
little or no discussion from elected officials or the
public. However, many of the items have been part of
public discussion in the past.

CITY HALL Years of planning and process may
result in action Tuesday if the City Council
approves a $2.2 million contract to design the
Colorado Esplanade, a promenade and plaza
that will usher users of the new Expo Light
Rail line into Santa Monica proper.

The project would connect the
Exposition Light Rail station to Ocean
Avenue, the Santa Monica Pier, Main Street
bridge and Downtown, with a special
emphasis on sidewalk and bicycle facilities to
accommodate light rail users.

City staff shortlisted five design teams for
the project, ultimately choosing Peter Walker
and Partners based on a list of criteria
including project approach, cost and previ-
ous experience.

The same firm is working on the National
September 11 Memorial in New York City.

The $2.2 million figure includes the cost
of design, a 10 percent contingency and
reimbursable expenses.

In the same item, a $236,235 contract will
likely be awarded to the Atkins group, which
worked on the environmental work for the
newly adopted Land Use and Circulation
Element.

Although the Colorado Esplanade design
and environmental work will be the most
widely recognizable item on the $16,610,366
consent calendar, it’s only the second most
expensive. That dubious honor falls to a set
of trash contracts.

TAKING OUT THE TRASH  
City staff will ask the council to sign off

on a maximum of $9,582,000 worth of pur-
chase orders to five California companies
and one Arizona company for trash and
recycling disposal.

According to a staff report, the rates with
those companies will be locked in over the
next five years.

State law puts limits on how much trash
landfills can accept on any given day. As a
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TOUCHING DISPLAY: A memorial was set up Friday on Wilshire Boulevard for UCLA student
Melissa Del Aguila, who was struck and killed by a taxi while trying to hail a cab.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD The UCLA senior
struck and killed by a taxi cab June 18 spent
nearly half an hour near the intersection of 24th
Street and Wilshire Boulevard before the fatal
accident took place, Santa Monica police said.

Melissa Del Aguila, 24, arrived at the
2400 block of Wilshire Boulevard near
Douglas Park by taxi, which had picked her
up at Q’s Billiards, said Sgt. Richard Lewis,
spokesperson for the police department.

Del Aguila was celebrating her recent
graduation with friends at the bar, a popular
hangout for UCLA students, before getting
in the cab at approximately 1:40 a.m.

It’s unclear what happened between the
time the cab driver dropped Del Aguila off
and the collision, which occurred 30 min-
utes later at approximately 2:20 a.m.

“She came by herself, was dropped off
and paid her fare,” Lewis said. “She was in
the area for several minutes before the acci-
dent happened.”

The timing has been confirmed both by
the cab company, which records the times of
pick ups and drop offs, and the credit card
payment for the cab fare.

According to witnesses, Del Aguila was
struck by another taxi while running out to hail
a cab. She was transported to a trauma center at
a UCLA-run hospital in Westwood in critical
condition, but later succumbed to her injuries.

A preliminary investigation revealed that
the driver of the Bell Cab in question was
heading westbound when Del Aguila darted
out from the north sidewalk.

The taxi driver was not under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs at the time of the
accident, police confirmed. He consented to
a blood test. Those results can take up to six
weeks, Lewis said.

Police are still looking for witnesses of the
accident and anyone that can confirm how
Del Aguila traveled to Santa Monica. Del
Aguila was described by police as a female
Hispanic, 4 feet 10 inches, 95 pounds with
long, straight brown hair, brown eyes, wear-
ing a light floral print blouse, dark blue
“skinny” jeans and white, high-heeled shoes
at the time of the accident.

Those with information can contact
police at (310) 458-8950 or (310) 458-8954.

ashley@smdp.comSEE CONSENT PAGE 5

UCLA student
delayed before
fatal accident

Esplanade design
contract up for
council’s approval 
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What’s really going on 
Editor:

In regard to the article “City officials raise concerns
about conflicts” on Friday, June 24, page 1:

As a former resident of Santa Monica I applaud the
brave souls who have the courage to go to the City
Council meetings and speak their minds freely, espe-
cially since free speech is being diminished every day
in the USA.

I feel some city officials in Santa Monica are aware
of “conflicts of interest” but are too arrogant and don’t
care what the people of Santa Monica think or want.

I remember being at a City Council meeting when
Santa Monica resident Pro Se was speaking to the City
Council and predicted many things would happen that
night with the issues at hand. After the council meeting
finished, I was shocked and dismayed because Pro Se
was correct with his predictions.

I then came to the conclusion at that moment, the
council meetings are bogus, with the agenda already
being decided before the meeting starts.

The article stated, “At every City Council meeting
without fail, at least one citizen will use their allot-
ted two minutes of public comment to accuse one or
more city officials of corruption and conflict of
interest. As fate would have it, some of them might
be right.”

After reading this paragraph, maybe it is time the
people of Santa Monica listen more closely to those
brave souls and realize many people in Santa Monica
know what is really going on at City Hall.

Vincent Garofalo
New York

What about the white ones?
Editor:

The article does not tell us what happens to the
white decal alternative fuel cars, which always seem
to be forgotten when this subject is reported (“No
more free parking,” July 17, Community Briefs, page
3). That’s how I got a ticket in Los Angeles. When they
stopped the program there, I wasn’t notified and
fought the ticket but they said it was widely publi-
cized, which it wasn’t. I watch several of the major
news stations daily and read several of the local
papers. Seems this could be very easily resolved if
the DMV would simply notify owners of cars with
these decals. 

Kita Mann 
Santa Monica

Balanced awareness  
Editor:

Re: “Too much Bloom” Letters to the Editor, June 21,
page 3.

As an avid reader of your newspaper, I felt a compul-
sion to respond to the very well drafted communication
by Taryn Fordes alleging an imbalance in your reporting
of Torie’s candidacy.

To emphasize a full disclosure, I am a conservative
Republican, but as a family law attorney in Santa
Monica, I see the day-to-day problems that people face
both emotionally and financially during the break up of
their relationship. What people need are jobs! It is very
thoughtful and encouraging to have candidates who
support the green movement, the homeless, etc., but
we must create a climate where employers are encour-
aged to hire, and when Torie was asked how her various
schemes were to be funded, your newspaper reported
that she stated, “raise taxes.” This is a typical liberal
response to everything, “tax and tax/spend and
spend.”

At least Mr. Bloom has been in the real world and
knows the importance of making payroll and has a bal-
anced awareness that the sensitivity to the social
issues has to also take into consideration the econom-
ic needs of the businesses which, in the long run, fund
the projects. 

Even if Torie’s conscientious long-term community
efforts are not rewarded with election to the Assembly,
she will for sure have a reward in her afterlife. 

Connolly Oyler
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

I STARTED COOKING WHEN I WAS 5. I
didn’t have the fancy cooking classes that
children today have, like those my friend
Samantha Saffir Barnes teaches at the First
Presbyterian Church Kitchen on Second
Street. She has sessions this summer for kids
on world food, Italian favorites and an all
day buffet class that looks amazing. Her
classes are also mobile for parties. Her back-
ground is in education; she was a middle
school teacher who has turned her passion
for teaching children and cooking, into a
vocation. She even has a school enrichment
program. There’s a wealth of information on
her programs at www.kitchenkid.com and if
I was a parent looking for summer activities,
this is one that I’d sign my child up for.

I write all this because cooking has been a
source of great joy and satisfaction to me in
times of plenty, and as an outlet for stress in
times of chaos. I learned the old fashioned
way, at my mother’s apron strings. My mom
would make me learn to identify spices by
smell. As a young lad I was expected to learn
my way around the kitchen. Those were les-
sons that I cherish. The tips and techniques I
learned as a child have stayed with me to this
day, and I will always be grateful for what my
mother taught me in the kitchen.

As a young man, I learned the food busi-
ness from both the front of the house by
waiting tables, and the back of the house,
which includes the management side of cost
accounting, inventory, payroll and market-
ing. Before becoming a divorce lawyer, I
worked my way through law school doing
small business turnarounds. I would go in to
a distressed restaurant and begin to find the
leaks and the losses to shore up the compa-
ny. That job put me in some wonderful
restaurants, and some where I wouldn’t
drink the coffee.

Once you’ve had a good restaurant expe-
rience, and seen behind the curtain that sep-
arates the dining room from the kitchen, you
can’t go back and forget what quality is.

Santa Monica is home to great restau-
rants, and depending on the mood you are
in and what type of food you want, we have
wonderfully unique fine dining. There is a
wide selection of cuisine, and the wealth of
one-off and small chain restaurants allows
us to experience the world, without leaving
home.

I had one of those experiences a couple of
weeks ago. I was looking for a place that had
a quiet atmosphere, quality food and good
service. It was a beautiful Sunday and I was
contemplating the week ahead. As I drove

down Montana Avenue, I found Vincenzo
Ristorante at Montana and Seventh. This
delightful restaurant has about 12 tables. It is
decorated in a dignified and classy manner,
with each table having mini Derruta-style
olive oil and balsamic vinegar.

Entering the restaurant I am greeted by
Vincenzo Nicoletta, chef and owner, who
offers me a table and a menu. His hardwork-
ing staff almost immediately bring me pip-
ing hot bread. It sets the tone for the rest of
my meal; great attention to quality and a
focus on the customer. I order a three color
salad and a pappardelle in a bolognese sauce.
The salad of rugola, radicchio and endive is
presented like a piece of food art, highlight-
ing the distinctive colors of each compo-
nent. My pasta is served perfectly al dente
and accents the meaty goodness of the
bolognese.

The smell of a well made sauce, gravy as
mom used to call it, brings back a flood of
memories and feelings. Enjoying my dinner
I am reminded of my childhood cooking on
a cold winter morning with mom when she
would take some random spice from the
rack and make me identify it by smell alone.

Sitting and enjoying the dignified air of
Vincenzo Ristorante is a great respite from
the chaotic and hectic traffic of life in Santa
Monica. Vincenzo himself comes over to
inquire if all is well. We chat for a few min-
utes about the food, my iPad, and life. It’s the
little touches like this, that make it such a
special spot.

DDAAVVIIDD  PPIISSAARRRRAA  is a family law attorney focus-
ing on father’s rights and men’s Issues in the
Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969.

David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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result, City Hall must contract with several
different companies. One of them, Puente
Hills Landfill, will close in 2013, causing rates
across the county to rise and forcing City
Hall to look for another provider of services.

The cheapest of the new options is
Sunshine Canyon Landfill, located in Sylmar
and run by an Arizona-based company,
Republic Services Inc.

In May 2010, the City Council voted to avoid
contracts with Arizona companies in protest of
a law that allowed police to check people’s citi-
zenship if they had “reasonable suspicion”that a
person was in the country illegally.

As a result, city staff recommend to use the
Sylmar facility as a back up to the more expen-
sive Chiquita Canyon Landfill in Castaic.

H2O FOR ALL
Three items on the consent agenda,

worth $2,056,000, deal with maintenance on
two local water treatment facilities, the
Arcadia Water Treatment plant and the
Charnock Well Fields.

The City Council is expected to approve
$911,000 to buy three chemicals necessary to
treat water at local facilities.

The contract is for the purchase and
delivery of sodium bisulfite, sodium hydrox-
ide and sodium hypochlorite over the course
of three years.

Each chemical serves a specific purpose
in water treatment at the Arcadia and
Charnock plants. Sodium bisulfite is used to
remove chlorine, while sodium hypochlorite
both disinfects and removes iron and man-
ganese from water.

Sodium hydroxide raises the pH to make
treated water less corrosive.

All three chemicals would come from JCI
Jones Chemical Inc., a Florida-based company.

Council members will also be asked to
approve an $800,000 replacement of granular
activated carbon at the Charnock Well Field.

That type of carbon filters out methyl
tert-butyl ether and other organic chemicals
from water.

Those chemicals were introduced
through leaking gas storage tanks, amongst
other things, and are toxic to humans.

The contract will likely be awarded to
Carbon Activated Corp., which bid the low-
est and has provided similar services to sev-
eral California cities.

Finally, the facilities must be painted to
prevent damage to the buildings.

That maintenance will cost $345,000 total
for three years of services. The contract
would be awarded to the company DAVIAN,
which was considerably cheaper than the
two other companies polled on their after
hours rates.

DRAIN IT
An existing storm drain north of the

Santa Monica Pier will get a redesign to
make it hardier and prevent flooding the
north parking lot if the City Council
approves a $422,738 project on Tuesday.

The storm drain, as it is, gets over-
whelmed by runoff from the parking lot,
and frequently fails. The new design would
use a gravity storm water collection system
instead of the current pump, harnessing nat-
ural forces to get the water to the existing
clarifier treatment system.

That contract is expected to go to Mike
Prlich & Sons Inc., which underbid its com-
petitor by approximately $14,000.

TAKES MONEY TO MAKE MONEY 
Convenience costs.
In response to the rising popularity of

using credit cards to pay for parking in city
structures — nearly 50 percent of parkers
use this option — staff requested a four-year
contract with Six Card Solutions to process
the transactions.

Six Card Solutions is the authorized
processor for the parking system installed in
Santa Monica public parking lots. The con-
tract would be for $80,000 each year, for a
total of $320,000.

KEEP IT CLEAN 
Some dub it art, others nuisance. Either

way, City Hall will likely contract with an out-
side firm, Graffiti Control Systems, to remove
the paint that city staff isn’t able to get to.

The three-year contract would cost City
Hall $230,256 total for removal and a com-
puter-based tracking system that documents
where instances of graffiti occur.

Graffiti Control Systems has operated in
Santa Monica since 2006, primarily in the
Pico Neighborhood.

LIGHT RAIL STATION IMPROVEMENTS
Santa Monicans have high expectations

for the aesthetics and functionality of their
city, and as the Exposition Light Rail line gets
closer to its eventual terminus, City Hall will
have to pay for those elements that go over
the base package that the Expo Construction
Authority offers for train stations.

The City Council will decide whether or
not to give $245,000 to Expo for preliminary
engineering at Bergamot Station, and anoth-
er $120,000 for similar services at the
Memorial Park/Mid-City Station.

These estimates are “not to exceed”
marks, meaning that the end planning cost
could be cheaper.

CHECKED OUT 
The City Council will be asked to extend the

contract for a firm that helps with plan checks,
code compliance and other inspection services.

JAS Pacific Inc. has worked with city staff
since 2007 when there were staff vacancies
or peak workload demands, as well as on
projects that require special expertise.
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(310) 828-3333
www.passengerswanted.net

• Beautiful Towncars and Vans

• Reservations required

• Charter/Party service • Call for value pricing

LOCAL
TOWNCAR
SERVICE
"NO METER, NO DRAMA"

Santa Monica
to LAX $35

(add $10 for pickup from LAX)

SkyCar LIMO
Towncars and Vans

NEW WESTSIDE ALTERNATIVE TO TAXIS – TRANSPORTATION FOR HIRE

EURO Car Service
O F  S A N T A  M O N I C A

(310) 828-4200
GREEN FLEET • ALL CNG CARS

LOCAL - POINT TO POINT IN SANTA MONICA 
$9.99

DOWNTOWN LA - FROM SANTA MONICA 
$44

HOLLYWOOD - FROM SANTA MONICA 
$49

HOURLY - $45 P/H - 2 HOUR MINIMUM

PICK UPS AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE LA AREA - WE CAN 
ACCOMODATE LARGE PARTIES IN OUR LUXURY MINIVANS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

$28
$35

FLAT TO LAX
FROM ANYWHERE, ANY-
TIME IN SANTA MONICA

FOR RESIDENTS

FOR BUSINESSES AND HOTELS

WE ALSO PICK UP FROM LAX

NNiixxiinngg  ffllaavvoorreedd  mmiillkk

There is a movement afoot that aims to
ban flavored milk at area public schools.
Some say it’s bad for young kids.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think flavored milk should be
banned, or do you think there are big-
ger fish to fry when it comes to child-
hood nutrition on campus?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110022.

CONSENT
FROM PAGE 3

SEE CONSENT PAGE 8
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• Low Prices
• Reliable Service
• Experienced Drivers
• On-Time

Call
Now!

310.444.7777
www.MetroCabCo.com

27.90*

from SM to LAX

310-478-3001 ext. 100 www.californiarecycles.com

You can also shop for recycled

office products and compostable

tableware and utensils 

in our online store. 

www.californiarecycles-store.com

Recycle old electronics
For Cash*

We pay the best rates for:

Celll Phones TVs
Computers And much more

Drop your items off at 1932 Cotner Ave. in 

West Los Angeles and mention this offer for cash
* Some restrictions apply

Sunset Plaza Liquor
& Jr. Market

2602 Pico Blvd.   Santa Monica, CA 310.450.3938

H
ab

la
m

os
 E

sp
an

ol

an Authorized Bill
Paying Service

We Offer

Easy Pay

Wines • Spirits • Beer

Payment Hours: M-F 9-6pm  Sat 9-3pm No Service Fees for Edison & SoCal Gas

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA? LARGER THAN LIFE Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
People get their pictures taken along side a 40-foot Smurf during Global Smurfs Day at Santa
Monica Place on Saturday. The event included face painting and other activities for kids.



bol representing a threat to life,” to be a hate crime punish-
able by a year in county jail or a $5,000 fine.

“We definitely want to know if the police think what hap-
pened comes to the level of a crime,” Escarce said.

The case has been assigned to an investigator, Lewis
said.

“The investigation is being done now,” he said. “We could
find out some of this is unfounded or untrue.”

If it’s true, a decision will have to be made whether or not
administration should have reported the incident to the
police straightaway, something Lewis described as a “fine
line.”

A few things are known for certain.
After the incident, which occurred on May 4, coun-

seling sessions were held on site for other members of
the wrestling team that wanted to talk about the expe-
rience.

At those sessions, students were told to go home and tell
their parents what happened.

Victoria Gray, the mother of the boy who was chained,
was never informed, neither by her son nor by school offi-
cials.

She found out over three weeks later when a woman
she had never met called her to tell her one version of
events.

The two boys who allegedly did the chaining have been
disciplined by the school with a three-day suspension.
They will also have to help teach a freshman seminar on
hazing.

The matter first came before the Board of Education at its
meeting June 16, when Gray used public comment time to
express her dissatisfaction with how the incident had been
handled.

The topic is now officially agendized for the June 30
meeting, at which time the board will direct staff to look at
curriculum about diversity and tolerance, ensure that staff
receive sensitivity training, look at policies governing stu-
dent behavior and make sure that students who were hurt by
the incident get the support they need.

They will also consider bringing back the Intercultural
District Advisory Committee, although, Escarce said, the
committee would have more to say about curriculum than
situations like this one.

Escarce also plans to request that the board commis-
sion an independent report by a third party not connect-
ed to the police department, the school district or any
member of the administration to get to the bottom of the
many versions of the events that allegedly took place on
May 4.

“We need to sort out what happened and why it
happened to try to prevent it in the future,” Escarce
said.

ashley@smdp.com

begin removing the temporary fence, but she warned against
that rosy of an outlook. For now, it’s in the hands of inspectors.

“We want to make sure everyone is safe and happy and
able to enjoy the sculpture,” she said.

The structure itself was first donated to City Hall by a
benefactor of Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist and artist
Paul Conrad. The sculpture was the source of considerable
debate among city leaders, some of whom telling the Los
Angeles Times at the time that it was “ugly,” and not appro-
priate for the Civic Center’s lawn.

Conrad defended the creation as a gesture of peace,
but critics couldn’t see beyond the obvious nuclear
weapon connotation. After debate on the City Council,
the structure was ultimately accepted and installed in
1991.

While the debate has obviously died down over the years,
the need to preserve it as a major piece of public art remains
for Cusick’s Cultural Affairs Division, which oversees 150
works of art across the city, but not many has high-profile as
“Chain Reaction.”

She said that the effort to preserve the familiar work falls
in line with City Hall’s aim of providing art for its residents
and visitors alike.

“We’re committed to this,” Cusick said. “Art in the public
realm adds a lot to the city.

“It’s about celebrating the uniqueness of Santa Monica.”

daniela@smdp.com
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YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO

Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn. Editor: • 1410 Broadway,
Suite B • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com

SM628

POLICE
FROM PAGE 1

SCULPTURE
FROM PAGE 1



The current contract will expire June 30,
and staff has not begun the process of put-
ting the work out to bid. As a result, staff is
requesting a $200,000 contract extension
until the proposal process can be conducted.

That will bring the total amount paid to
JAS Pacific since 2007 to $2,614,000.

TOWING SERVICES
When transit buses and fire engines break

down, it’s not your average tow truck that
can do the work to get them to a mainte-
nance yard.

That’s why the City Council will likely
approve a three-year $200,000 contract with
Tom John Towing, a California-based com-
pany that can tow the large vehicles but also
provide clean-up and disposal of any liquids
spilled by the buses and fire trucks.

SWEEPER REPAIR
A $150,000 contract to repair the brushes

on street sweepers will be under considera-
tion Tuesday night.

Three companies bid on the contract.
Staff recommends that it be awarded to
United Rotary Brush Corporation.

BIKE RIGHT 
At the request of Bike and Park, LCC, the

operator of the new public bike facilities in
two municipal parking structures, staff rec-
ommends an additional $148,250 for
improvements to the facilities’ design.

The changes would provide easier access
for bike members, including a second entry
and exit pathway, powered self-opening
doors, steel ledges for rolling bikes at stairs
and easier bike locking devices.

There would also be a better theft retrieval
system and security monitoring so people
coming in and out of the facility can be iden-
tified, as well as greater security where docu-
ments are stored and bikes repaired.

NEW PLAYGROUND
Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. is up for a

$120,038 contract to design and provide
pre-construction services for a universally-
accessible playground to be built at 2900
Ocean Front Walk.

A universally-accessible playground
exceeds the requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act to include children with
all kinds of disabilities.

The specifics of the project will be worked
out through a series of community meetings,
and in conjunction with the Disabilities and
Recreation and Parks commissions.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST 
Five other expenditure items are on the

consent agenda: Janitorial services for the
Big Blue Bus ($98,472); leases on electric
Toyota RAV 4s ($90,873); development and
administration of a financing program for
the Mountain View Mobile Home Park
($85,000); purchase of brake reline kits
($70,000); and a $35,504 contract extension
for the Morley Construction Company.

ashley@smdp.com
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
Looks a bit smaller as southern hemi backs off, about chest+. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
THE SOUTHERN HEMI IS EXPECTED TO BACK OFF TO WAIST TO CHEST.   

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

RECYCLE NOW!
Aluminum Cans

$1.80 per pound with 
this coupon expires 6-30-11

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

X
DELAWARE AVE.

24
TH

MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D

10 WEST

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

Bookkeeping
by the Numbers

Peace of Mind for Small
Businesses & Households
30 Years Experience | Free Consultations

www.bookkeeping-bythenumbers.com

Karen Wedge, PB |  310-614-0856

READ US
ON THE GO

www.smdp.com/mobile

CONSENT
FROM PAGE 5
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Gather your bills tonight, Taurus
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You might feel like you are tired of say-
ing everything over and over. Be willing to try
another style of communication. Others cer-
tainly will respond. Understand how direct
some people need you to be. Tonight: Catch up
on a friend's news.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ You might not realize exactly where
someone is coming from. A change of direction
and perhaps a different conversation could
open up your sense of restriction. Finances
could be an issue, especially if you spend to
forget your troubles. Tonight: Gather your bills.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ You might want to rethink a situation.
Discussions driven by your need for change draw
a strong reaction. You might not realize how much
you are pressuring someone without intending to.
Tonight: Back off from control issues.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Maintain a low profile and listen to what
is being said. Unexpected developments sur-
round a boss or community issue. You need to
discuss your feelings, even if you are uncom-
fortable. Consider some exercise to help
reduce anger. Tonight: Vanish while you can.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Open up conversations. Take the initia-
tive, especially with a neighbor or close rela-
tive. You could be delighted by another per-
son's take on a situation. You might want to
free your mind of self-imposed restrictions.
Tonight: Talk away.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Pressure builds. Others have expecta-
tions that perhaps you do not want to meet.
Unless you want a major falling out, you might
not have a choice. Say "no" to unnecessary
risks right now. You will be happier in the long
run. Tonight: Could go until the wee hours.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Keep looking for other ways. There is a
solution that can make all parties fairly happy.
Begin with what everyone has in common. Take
a strong stand with someone at a distance.
Tonight: Follow the music.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Work with others directly. You might
not like everything you hear, but you will find
solutions. Don't take a comment personally.
Someone could be aggressive when it comes to
his or her concerns. Tonight: Talk through a
problem.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ You will have your hands full, as others
really seem overly challenging and full of feed-
back. Recognize that nothing is engraved in
stone. Be willing to break patterns. Don't get
into a spat over money. Tonight: Say "yes" to
an offer.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ An easy transition is likely if you work
with a situation. If you block someone or try
to interfere, the results could be less than
great. Observe what is happening, and be
ready to flex more. Tonight: Count on your
energy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ You simply seem to have fun no mat-
ter what you are doing. Ideas pop up from out
of nowhere, and you find answers out of the
blue. Don't get caught up in an internal conver-
sation that might not even be relevant. Tonight:
Let the fun begin.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Be aware of an implicit demand from a
family member. You might want to change
directions, especially if you feel like you are
hitting resistance. Be careful if you seem to
suddenly feel angry. Let go and relax. Tonight:
Easy works.

This year, approach situations differently. You might want to be more

sensitive to what isn't being said, then you will learn and understand

much more. You need time alone to center and process feelings that

might not be particularly comfortable. Anger could be an issue. Internalizing these feelings could be a source of physical ill-

ness or acting out. If you are single, you should check out a potential suitor, as you might be seeing someone as what you

want him or her to be rather than who he or she really is. If you are attached, the two of you benefit from time alone togeth-

er. You bond more strongly and keep passion heated. GEMINI makes an excellent healer. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Hangover Part II (R) 1hr 42min
11:35am, 2:20pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:20pm

X-Men: First Class (PG-13) 2hrs 11min
12:10pm, 3:20pm, 6:25pm, 9:35pm

Bad Teacher (R) 1hr 29min
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm,
9:30pm

Mr. Popper's Penguins (PG) 1hr 35min
11:00am, 1:30pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm,
9:00pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Cars 2 in Disney Digital 3D (G) 1hr
53min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 7:50pm,
10:30pm

Green Lantern 3D (PG-13) 1hr 45min
10:45am, 1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:30pm,

10:30pm

X-Men: First Class (PG-13) 2hrs 11min
11:20am, 2:25pm, 5:30pm

Super 8 (PG-13) 1hr 52min
10:35am, 1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:15pm,
10:00pm

Bridesmaids (R) 2hrs 05min
10:40am, 1:35pm, 4:30pm, 10:20pm

Cars 2 (G) 1hr 53min
10:00am, 12:45pm, 3:30pm, 6:15pm,
9:00pm

Transformers: Dark of the Moon 3D
9:00pm, 12:30am

Kung Fu Panda 2 3D (PG-13) 1hr
31min
10:30am, 12:45pm, 3:00pm, 5:20pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Bride Flight (R) 2hrs 10min
1:50pm, 5:00pm

Tree of Life (PG-13) 2hrs 18min
1:10pm, 4:10pm, 7:15pm, 10:15pm

Midnight in Paris (PG-13) 1hr 28min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm,
9:30pm, 10:15pm

Farmageddon (NR) 1hr 30min
1:00pm, 3:15pm, 5:30pm, 7:45pm,
10:00pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Green Lantern (PG-13) 1hr 45min
10:15am, 1:00pm, 3:45pm, 6:30pm,
9:30pm

Beginners (R) 1hr 44min
11:35am, 2:25pm, 5:05pm, 7:45pm,
10:25pm

Bad Teacher (R) 1hr 29min
10:00am, 12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm,
8:00pm, 10:30pm

Mr. Popper's Penguins (PG) 1hr 35min
11:45am, 2:15pm, 4:40pm, 7:15pm,
9:50pm

Cars 2 (G) 1hr 53min
10:45am, 1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm,
9:45pm

Art of Getting By (PG-13) 1hr 23min
9:45pm

Cave of Forgotten Dreams 3D (G) 1hr
30min
10:05am, 12:25pm, 2:45pm, 5:05pm,
7:20pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO File Photo  
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ From time to time, clever rab-
bis suggest ways of bypassing
ancient Talmudic laws that
restrict observant Jews' behavior
on the Sabbath (a day of "rest").
In April, Rabbi Dror Fixler, an elec-
tro-optics expert from Bar-Ilan
University in Israel, said he could
foresee a day when even driving a
car might be permitted on the
Sabbath. The driver would wear an
encephalography helmet that
could catch brain signals and
transmit them to a car's operating
and steering system, removing
the need for "action" on the dri-
ver's part (thus theoretically leav-
ing him "at rest").
■ Mattel revealed that its best-
selling fashion doll in the last
year, for the age-6-and-up mar-
ket, has been the teen werewolf
"Monster High" model, Clawdeen
Wolf, who comes with heavy
makeup, a short skirt and high
boots, and who supposedly
spends her time "waxing, pluck-
ing and shaving." (Says Clawdeen,
in promotional materials, "My hair
is worthy of a shampoo commer-
cial, and that's just what grows on
my legs.") Though Mattel claims
the doll celebrates girls' imper-
fections, a counselor told Fox
News she was appalled that the
company tells young girls they
"need to sculpt, tweeze, wax and
... change their bodies" to attract
men.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

aatttteennuuaattee  \\uuhh--TTEENN--yyoooo--eeyytt\\  ,,
vveerrbb;;  1. To weaken or reduce in
force, intensity, effect, quantity,
or value 2. To make thin; make
slender or fine.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

10  14  40  49  51
Meganumber: 4
Jackpot: $88M

9  16  27  34  45
Meganumber: 21
Jackpot: $42M

5  7  21  32  33

MIDDAY: 0 1 4
EVENING: 9 0 6

1st: 07 Eureka
2nd: 12 Lucky Charms
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:42.14

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1902The U.S. Congress
passes the Spooner

Act, authorizing President
Theodore Roosevelt to acquire
rights from Colombia for the
Panama Canal.

1904The SS Norge runs
aground and sinks

1914Franz Ferdinand,
Archduke of Austria and

his wife Sophie are assassinated in
Sarajevo by young Serbian nation-
alist Gavrilo Princip, the casus
belli of World War I.

1919The Treaty of Versailles
is signed in Paris, for-

mally ending World War I between
Belgium, Britain, France, Italy, the
United States and allies on the one
side and Germany and Austria-
Hungary on the other side.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Beauty
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

Announcements
HYMAN COSEMAN PRODUCTIONS

PRESENTS

KING OF CHICAGO.

Employment
FULL TIME & PART-TIME SALES position.  
Our attorney service is looking for refer-
rals to law firms. Referrals result in 
generous ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Research associate-neurologic pain. 
Masters required. Send Resume to Sa-
lem neurological associates. 191 S. 
Buena Vista St. Ste. 370, Burbank, Ca., 
91505.

Salon Montana West
Station for Rent
7th & Montana
Call Andrea (310) 451-3710

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1334 Euclid Ave, #8
1 Bed, 1 Bath $1495

1037 5th St Unit #9.3+2 $2995

12321 Ocean Park Blvd, #2
2+1 $2,395

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Santa Monica $1,100.00 Single, 1-Bath, 
W/Den, NO Pets, Stove, Refrg. 
Parking.2535 Kansas Ave., #108-B 
Open daily 9am-7pm Additional info in 
Apt., Mgr. in Apt. #101

SM $2400/mo. 12th St. near Colorado.
Bright, spacious 3 bdrm, 1.5 bath 
split-level townhouse. New hardwood 
floors on lower level, appliances, bal-
cony, 2-car parking, attractive garden 
courtyard, 310-828-4481 or 
310-993-0414.

SM.ADJACENT LARGE, hilltop, 3+2 Apt 
private backyard, 3 patios, gated, pri-
vate driveway, ocean view, $2325 
(310)390-4610

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA one room office suite. 
First floor w/ street frontage. Well main-
tained, garden building, $525.00 mo. 
30th St & Ocean Park 
Blvd.(310)456-7031 ext.175

Construction

Your Local Contractor
• Window Replacement
• Tex-Cote
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Room Addition
• Sunroom
• General Remodeling

310.470.3747
www.pinesconstructioninc.com

Lic # 848754

Services

Enter to win $200 Mary Kay W Compli-
mentary facial. Will come to you. Lo-
renna Taylor
310-401-4863

House cleaning experts. 30+ years ex-
perience.  Reliable with great refer-
ences. Free estimates. Call Norma 
818-388-4476

Handyman
ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Additions, Carpentry, Tiles, Decks, 
Plumbing.,Stairs,Plans.Lic#612380. 
310-770-3022

Superman
Handyman Service

KITCHEN, BATH REMODELS, TILE, GRANITE,
MARBLE, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING

20 years of great local references

Super Work, Great Value! 

Erik
310-508-3828

Notices
Free depression treatment at UCLA for 
teens, adults, and seniors! 
(310)825-3351 www.DepressionLA.com

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/search

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737
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