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■ After an investigation, the FBI conclud-
ed that a motion sensor found on the
tracks near Philadelphia's 30th Street rail
station just after the Madrid train bomb-
ings was not related to terrorism but was
put there by a employee trying to sleep
on the job but worried about a supervisor
catching him. And just as gasoline prices
cleared $2 a gallon in May, Minnesota's
Commerce Department levied a $70,000
fine against Murphy Oil Co.'s 10 stations
for charging too low a price. (A 2001
state law requires that dealers make at
least 8 cents a gallon profit.) 
■ In a murder trial about to conclude at
press time in Martinez, Calif., the circus-
like cast of characters included Glenn
Helzer (already convicted of several
bizarre murders designed to vault him to
power as the one true Mormon prophet),
his brother Justin (charged in Glenn's
crimes and described as one who takes
his meals on the kitchen floor on all
fours), Dawn Godman (a self-described
"good witch" who pleaded guilty as
Glenn's helper and then, as the govern-
ment's star witness, described Glenn's
plot to recruit Brazilian orphans to go to
Utah and kill Mormon elders, thus has-
tening the apocalypse), and a former
Playboy centerfold (September 2000),
not charged with a crime, who was
Glenn's girlfriend and took the stand to
vouch for Justin's good character.
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10-year-old to test mettle
in day-long grammar contest

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

OCEAN PARK — Although she’s
blind, 10-year-old Kyra Sweeney has man-
aged to achieve what many adults dream
of. She’s an avid skier, and an accom-
plished actor and musician. Today, she’ll
test her mettle in a national competition.

Sweeney, a fifth grader at John Muir
Elementary School, was one of 12 blind

children in her age group from through-
out the country selected to represent
California in today’s Fourth Annual
National Braille Challenge Invitational
in Los Angeles.

The day-long event tests reading
comprehension, spelling and proofread-
ing. A total of 60 top blind students,
ages six to 19, were chosen by qualify-
ing judges earlier this year. Sweeney
said Friday she’s “pretty confident”
she’ll excel.

“I started in the Braille Challenge
when I was in first grade, and I got

Decision against City Hall
could now be in jeopardy

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Forced to make a decision or
lose jurisdiction over the case, a
state appellate court on Thursday
agreed to consider again a lawsuit
over whether City Hall can pursue
landlords for evicting tenants
maliciously or without cause.

The ruling gives the landlord
group Action Apartment Assoc-
iation Inc. until July 8 to argue
that a May decision in their favor
should be upheld. The association
had persuaded the court that a por-
tion of Santa Monica’s tenant
harassment ordinance violated
state law because it made land-
lords unduly vulnerable to possi-
ble lawsuits from City Hall.

At issue is how aggressively

City Hall can pursue landlords it
believes are harassing renters.
Landlords claim it’s up to the ten-
ant to file lawsuits if they think
they’ve been harassed. Prosecutors
maintain City Hall shares that right
because of its municipal tenant
harassment ordinance.

City prosecutors filed for
another hearing last week, claim-
ing the May 25 ruling by the
Second District Court of Appeals
didn’t properly reflect the law.

“The gist of our argument is
that the court struck down an
entire section of the ordinance
dealing with baseless eviction
actions on the theory that the ordi-
nance conflicts with a certain state
law,” said Deputy City Attorney
Adam Radinsky, who is handling
the 2-year-old case. “We argued in
the petition that the state law does
not even apply to the vast majori-
ty of cases when the ordinance
might be used. Even in the rare sit-
uation where it might apply, it is
not the kind of state law that can
preempt a local ordinance.”

Ruling puts onus
back on landlords

Line-backers

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Moviegoers line up early to catch Michael Moore’s new documen-
tary ‘Fahrenheit 9-11’ on Friday afternoon at Loews Cineplex on the
Third Street Promenade. The controversial movie premiered Friday.Liquid asset

Alejandro Cantarero II/Daily Press
As part of a weekly contest,
the first reader to identify
where this photo was taken
wins a prize. E-mail answers
to sack@smdp.com.

Blind girl sets her sights
on national Braille event

sss
Kyra Sweeney, 10,
reads Braille on Friday
at her home in Ocean
Park. Sweeney will rep-
resent California today
in a national academic
competition for blind
children.

See APPEALS, page 5

See BRAILLE, page 5



HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Your lightness and imagination

propel others into motion, with perhaps the excep-
tion of a parent or an older relative. You might not
be comfortable with someone who puts you down
or becomes more of a burden to be with. Tonight:
Establish boundaries.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★ What you know seems right. However,

when you distance yourself and take a look, you
will see something else. Discuss and research the
problem with a trusted friend who understands
you. Don’t hold back. Tonight: Play it low-key.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Adapt plans to be with whom you

want, when you want. You could find a partner or
loved one very difficult to deal with. A little distance
might heal what could become a potential rift. You
can empathize with but not indulge someone.
Tonight: Let another lead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You take the lead and follow

through. Investigate what is necessary to help sev-
eral friends or associates who feel out of sorts. Be
sensitive to those not in the swing of things, but
don’t stop the party! Tonight: Paint the town red.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ A friend adjusts plans to be with

you. Although you could be flattered, you might not
like readjusting your schedule. You could feel
pushed beyond your limits. Smile, detach and know
what you need to do. Tonight: Try a new cuisine.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ A child or loved one’s problems could

drag you down.You might need to cancel or postpone
plans that involve a dear partner because of this per-
son. Be flexible. A must appearance or responsibility
cannot be postponed. Tonight: Have a quiet talk.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Try new cuisine, Aquarius

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Get past a natural resistance that

could prevent you from enjoying your friends and
the day. Adapt plans accordingly to make you feel
more comfortable than before. Humor and laugh
with a close loved one. Together you relax.
Tonight: Make time for a serious talk.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ You might push someone a little too

hard. He or she could be uncomfortable with what
you are sharing. In fact, a coldness might inject
itself between the two of you. Give this person the
space to re-adapt. A talk becomes inevitable.
Tonight: Take care of yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Ever playful, you enjoy yourself

but must keep your eye on the budget. You could
feel roped in or as if your hands are tied. Let your
imagination loose, and you’ll find solutions. Fun
doesn’t have to cost. Tonight: Share a banana split.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★ You might be a “heavier” presence

than you realize. Family might steer a course
away from you. Get into a physical pastime or
perhaps take a mini-yoga session to relax. You
will be able to speak your mind later. Tonight:
Don’t stray far from home.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ An uncomfortable feeling sur-

rounds a premonition involving a dear friend or
loved one. Relax more and enjoy yourself. If you
aren’t careful, you could ruin the afternoon. Your
creativity surges. Have an important talk later.
Tonight: Take your time sharing your thoughts.
Create the right atmosphere.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Expenses could force you to say

no when you really don’t want to. Worry less about
disappointing a friend, and take care of yourself
first. Others might note your discomfort, especial-
ly family and close loved ones. Tonight: Have a
long-overdue talk.
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310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com Eddie Guerboian

Would you like to buy 

diamonds
from someone in the 

family?
Visit today and see the difference family makes.

At Readers Fine Jewelers, we treat our clients 
like part of the family. Loyal service, the best

quality, value and a great reputation.

Panini Sandwiches • Fresh Salads
Homemade Soups

BOWL OF SOUP AND 1/2 SANDWICH

ORANGE-ROSEMARY GRILLED BREAST
OF CHICKEN SALAD

MEATLOAF WITH CORN ON THE COB

Daily Specials

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DELIVERY

313 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica • California 310-656-0012
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1928 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica (1 Block South of Pico)
(310) 396-4039

French • Greek • Italian • Mediterranean Restaurant

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  a  T w i s t

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Spectacular Spot for Dinner

Sunset Grill
Come in and taste our:

DRUNKEN CHICKEN
LAMB CHOPS

PORK TENDERLOIN
SUNSET QUICHE

&
We Have Pastas from

ALFREDO to ZITI

DAILY SPECIALS
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boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockerboardshop.com
info@rockererboardshop.com

SURF REPORT
LOCAL

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 10:15 1.2 N/A N/A 4:11 3.4 5:14 5.0
SUNDAY 12:08 1.3 11:04 1.6 5:47 3.3 5:53 5.6
MONDAY 1:05 0.4 11:56 1.9 7:09 3.4 6:35 6.1
TUESDAY 1:55 -0.4 12:47 2.1 8:18 3.5 7:15 3.6
WEDNESDAY 2:44 -1.1 1:39 2.2 9:16 3.7 8:06 7.0
THURSDAY 3:32 -1.5 2:30 2.2 10:08 3.9 8:53 7.2
FRIDAY 4:20 -1.8 3:22 2.2 10:58 4.0 9:42 7.2

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Look for a mix of mainly NW wind swell and old, fading SSW swell Saturday. North
LA spots will work the swell mix for knee- to waist-high surf at the better exposed
SW/combo breaks in the morning, with a few bigger sets at best breaks. South
Bay spots pick up the mostly wind swell for 1-3’ faces, while best combo breaks
in the north half of the Bay see occasional bigger sets. Look for new SW swell to
slowly fill in through the afternoon with waist-high surf at the better summer
spots and occasional chest-high sets at best breaks in Northern LA County. Those
waves fill in further on Sunday. Look for light and variable to light S wind in the
morning to build out of the SW to W in the 8-12 knot+ range for the afternoon.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

64°
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THE Q-LINE
RESPONSES
ARE IN!

WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS.
YOU HAVE THE ANSWERS.

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S Q-LINE
RESPONSES ON PAGE 6.

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world.

MENTION THIS AD RECEIVE 10%
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CONSULTING • BOOKKEEPING • PLANNING TAXES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

Let me help you succeed

Schwarzenegger handpicks SM man
By Daily Press staff

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger on Friday announced the appointment of a local
man to a high-ranking position in the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 

William Parente, 62, of Santa Monica, has been appointed deputy secretary of
Veterans’ Homes for the Department of Veterans’Affairs. Parente has over 34 years
of experience in health care administration, including serving as president of St.
Vincent Medical Center in Los Angeles from 1998 to 2003.

A former lieutenant in the U.S. Naval Reserve, the Democrat will be paid
$103,332.

Local college students make the grade
By Daily Press staff

Three of Santa Monica’s children earned themselves and the city recognition
away from home this past spring semester. 

Stephen K. Bayes, Gene T. Kafka and Adam P. Saltsman were named on Colby
College’s spring Dean’s List. In order to make the list, the Waterville, Maine-based
college requires a grade point average of 3.2 for continuing students and 3.0 for first
-year students.

Bayes graduated from the city’s Crossroads School and is majoring in biology and
minoring in psychology while at Colby. During Saltsman’s time at the college, he chose
to major in anthropology, after he graduated from Palisades High School. Kafka, a
graduate of Santa Monica High School, is double-majoring in physics and English. 

Find Nemo and Davis at gallery
By Daily Press Staff

Recently discovered paintings by jazz trumpet legend Sir Miles Davis will be on
public display this month at Dahl and Gallant Fine Art Gallery in Santa Monica.  

Dahl and Gallant recently announced the local exhibit of Davis’ “other” art. The
exhibit is presented in cooperation with the Davis family, who have agreed to bring
items from their private collection to supplement the exhibit of six original works.

The Davis exhibit will be accompanied by a collection of rare jazz memorabilia
belonging to the immortal composer Henry Nemo, touted as the “creator of jive.”
Nemo’s collection documents his days at the Cotton Club in the mid-1930s, where
he wrote the lyrics for “I Let a Song Go Out of My Heart,” with Duke Ellington.
The historical collection includes original photographs taken by Nemo at the Cotton
Club, Cotton Club memorabilia, and a 1939 telegram from Ellington to Nemo, writ-
ten in jive. Nemo later partnered with other renowned industry music elite includ-
ing Frank Sinatra, Mildred Bailey and Tommy Dorsey over his seven-decade career,
ultimately landing in Los Angeles.

Gallery owner, Dirk Dahl, ties the two collections together with his latest work
in tribute to the two jazz greats. His current work featuring Miles Davis is a series
of powerful sculptures depicting the trumpet player. Dahl also will present his
recently completed, mixed-media on canvas depiction of Henry Nemo’s historical
jazz collection. Dahl, a self-taught artist, has collected world-wide.

A public reception featuring the current exhibit, “A Journey Through Music, Art
and History,” will be held at Dahl and Gallant Fine Art Gallery on July 24, from 7
p.m. to 10 p.m. The exhibit runs from June 20 through July 31. Dahl and Gallant
Fine Art Gallery is located at 1828 Broadway, suite A in Santa Monica. For more
information, call (310) 453-5100. Gallery hours are Wednesday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Do you have community news?Do you have community news?
Submit news rSubmit news releaseseleases

Email to: sack@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913Email to: sack@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913



ORGANIC DRY CLEANING!
•No toxic solvent residue or bad odor
•Much softer feel of your garments
•Much friendlier to our environment
•Shirt Laundry / Hand Finish
•Same day cleaning
•Fluff / Fold
•Expert alterations
•Plant on Premises

2 for 1
DRY CLEANING

Similar Items, No Minimum

Incoming Order Only
Cannot Be Used With 

Any Other Offers

Fluff & Fold

89¢ lb.
min. 10 lbs.

Incoming Order Only
Cannot Be Used With 

Any Other Offers

Shirts
LAUNDERED
Sport & Fancy Extra, min.3 shirts

99¢ ea.
Incoming Order Only
Cannot Be Used With 

Any Other Offers

25% OFF
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Similar Items, No Minimum

Incoming Order Only
Cannot Be Used With 

Any Other Offers

Monday - Friday
7am - 8pm
Saturday

8am - 7pm
Sunday
closed

3019 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica 
(between Berkley and Stanford)

(310) 998-5854
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ad and get...

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL
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People & Places
Last week (pictured at left), the Santa Monica Breakfast

Club had its installation of officers and committee chairs
for 2004-2005 at the 17th St. Cafe. The installing  officer
was Shirley Danley, far left. Those installed, were, from
left Leila Brown, hospitality chair; Gaby Schkud, program
chair; Evelyn Guerboian, president for a second term; Jean
McNeil Wyner, chair, diamond luncheon; Carla Barrett,
secretary; and Donna Alvarez, treasurer.

Sunny side up

(Left) Last week Barbara Hopper was given a going
away party at the home of Dee Menzies, president of the
Rotary Club of Santa Monica. Hopper served as the
club’s executive secretary from 1999-2003. She is mov-
ing to Pittsburgh, Penn., to be closer to her family. From
left, Ruth and Marv Levin, Hopper, RoseMary Regalbuto
and John Miller. (Above) Hopper with Larry Maher,
Webmaster for the Rotary Club of Santa Monica.

“Home of L.A.’s 
Most Famous 

English High Tea”
Since 1986

Open 7 Days
11a.m. to 6 p.m.

ZAGAT’S 2001 

AWARD OF DISTINCTION

355 S. Robertson Blvd.
Beverly Hills

(310) 652-0624



involved because it was from the Braille
Institute” she said. “I didn’t make it to the
nationals that time.”

Sweeney has been blind since birth.
She suffers from Leber’s congenital
amaurosis, a genetically transmitted con-
dition of the retina. Her father Rob, a cin-
ematographer, said he and his wife
Barbara, an attorney, both carry the reces-
sive gene, meaning their children have a
one in four chance of being born blind. 

“She has some light perception — she
can tell light from dark, but she can’t see
shapes and forms,” said Rob Sweeney, 49,
known for his work on films like “Blue
Collar,” and independent hits “I’m Losing
You” and “The Sleepy Time Gal.”

“She is a very happy girl,” he added.
“She amazes us and everybody with her
abilities, rather than her
disability. She’s very bright
and she excels in a school
environment. She’s always
done exceptionally well
and is, at least, I would say,
ahead of her peers, in terms
of her reading and mathe-
matical abilities.”

The Sweeney family
lives in a bungalow on
Beverly Avenue near
Joslyn Park. Kyra has an
older sister named Kiko,
12, who is sighted. With
school out, Kyra looks for-
ward to attending a sum-
mer camp in Minnesota for
blind children.

She plays the piano and
flute, and loves to act. She’s

appeared in nine musical theater produc-
tions at the Creative Kids’ Youth Theater
based in West Los Angeles, including play-
ing the lead role of Maria in “The Sound of
Music.” Sweeney also is a voracious read-
er and loves to write. One of her poems,
titled “The Circus,” recently was published
in the Anthology of Poetry by Young
Americans, and Sweeney was featured in a
PBS series on literacy called “Reading
Rockets: Launching Young Readers.”

All that success has taught Sweeney’s
parents a thing or two.

“I didn’t know anything about blindness
when we had Kyra and really had no idea
what being blind is about,” Rob Sweeney
said. “It’s a (challenge), but through prop-
er training and techniques she can do prac-
tically anything. That’s the philosophy that
we encourage and she embraces. She’s liv-
ing proof that that is true.”

LOCAL

SAVE THOUSANDS PER

YEAR IN ENERGY COSTS

w/Residential Window Tinting

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Auto • Commercial • Residential • UV Coating • Lifetime Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES

Lic#743969

10% OFF
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of this ad

Panini Party Platters • Weekly Specials • Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com • Dine-In Garden Patio • We Deliver

Open Daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street • Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939 • Fax (310) 314-2634

Come In & Experience 

Our Grilled or Cold Panini

Sandwiches & Superb Salads 

20% OFF
ON ALL CIGARS
The Best Selection of Fine Cigars

See our ad every
Tuesday & Thursday
We beat all prices in
town because we are

in Santa Monica!

1434 Fourth St. 
(between SM. Blvd.

& Broadway)

in Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

Santa Monica TSanta Monica Tobaccoobacco Fine Cigars & Cigarettes

310.393.9592
FREE DELIVERY W/ MINIMUM PURCHASE

Xtreme
Your Ride!

SANTA MONICA • 310-820-8446
12423 Wilshire Blvd. (Between Bundy & Centinela)

www.al-eds.com

Panasonic 9” LCD Flip-Down Monitor 
with Built-In DVD Player

• 9” Wide Screen
• 2 A/V Inputs - Video Game/Camera
• 2 Wireless Headphones
• Built-In DVD/MP3 Player

BONUS!
FREE VIDEO
CAMERA

Record video or digital
photos and watch it
instantly in your 
vehicle!

Limited Quantities

9”9”
WIDE SCREEN

• Motorized 6.5” Touch-Screen Display 
• Plays DVDs, CDs, MP3s or even optional XM Satellite Radio.

• Full Color Vehicle Dynamics Display
• Rear-View Camera Ready

Pioneer In-Dash AM/FM DVD
MultiMedia Navigation Receiver

$1999
Includes the First 
Satellite Radio
Ultra Low Profile
MICRO Antenna

Add XM Satellite Radio 
to Any Car! 

INSTALLED*

$249

$1299

*Installation  includes standard installation on most cars. Some cars may require harnesses, kits, cables, adapters,
relays and parts at additional cost.  See store for details. Al & Ed’s Autosound not responsible for misprints. Prices
expire 5-31-04 and are not valid with any other offer or discount.

On the other side of the lawsuit is attor-
ney Rosario Perry, an outspoken critic of
the city’s harassment ordinance. Perry said
City Hall acts like a Mafia boss and strong
arms local landlords by threatening to sue
them every time a tenant complains.

“The city interferes with the owner’s
ability to manage their property and they
interfere on groundless reasons,” Perry
said Friday. “The city attorney knows
nothing about rent control law or land-
lord-tenant law. They’re basically third
graders when it comes to that. All they do
is they get the tenant’s complaint, they
ignore a good body of housing law, and
they send these intimidating letters. Their
purpose is just to stop the owners from
moving to evict tenants — or moving to
control tenants’ behavior.”

Perry added that, like the Mafia, City
Hall doesn’t use the courtroom to resolve
its disputes, instead relying on threatening
letters to prompt compliance. He said
prosecutors have sent out 200 to 250
threatening letters, but filed suit only a
handful of times.

“Very poor, poor track records,” Perry
said. “They’re quick to accuse and they
don’t follow through. If the owner stands
up to (City Hall) and says, ‘Go to hell’ or
if the owner gives in, caves in, they’ve
accomplished their purpose.”

Those same numbers are viewed dif-
ferently by prosecutors, who say the small

number of lawsuits proves the system
works and tenants are being protected
from unruly landlords. Radinsky said City
Hall receives about 100 complaints a year
under its tenant harassment ordinance,
and has pressed charges about 15 times.

Local landlord Doreen Dennis is co-
plaintiff in the association’s lawsuit against
City Hall, which was tossed out twice in
the trial courts before being passed onto
the appellate court. Perry said Dennis
signed onto the lawsuit when City Hall
threatened to pursue her criminally after
she tried to evict a tenant in her building at
1024 Maple St. Dennis wanted to evict the
tenant so her daughter could move into the
four-unit building, Perry added.

The court on Thursday announced it
would invite a rebuttal from the associa-
tion and Dennis. Had it not acted by
Thursday, jurisdiction over the case
would have been passed onto the
California Supreme Court, as with all
appeals cases 30 days after a decision is
filed, officials said. 

In order to keep its tenant harassment
law intact, City Hall will have to convince
the court the law isn’t unfair to landlords.
In its earlier decision, the court ruled the
ordinance would “threaten free access to
the courts by providing an end run around
the limitations on the tort of malicious
prosecution.” A tort is a civil offense.

Prosecutors say system
already protects tenants
APPEALS, from page 1

Girl continues to amaze
BRAILLE, from page 1
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(Editor’s note: Due to the high volume of responses, not all answers to this week’s
question will be printed today. Look for more responses next week in the Santa
Monica Daily Press).

✆ “A free running zone for unleashed dogs is all right with me, providing the dog
owner is required to maintain a high-end liability insurance policy. All dogs are not of
the same size, nor disposition. Prudence dictates that the owners have insurance for
their own legal protection or for another pet or person that may be injured.”

✆ “No, we should not have a special place for dogs. The beach is for people. Santa
Monica has three dog parks already that have turned into a chip place that is not avail-
able to anybody in the community except for dog owners. I think that’s very limited
use and it states that animals should come before people. I vote for people and don’t
think dogs should be allowed on the beach.”

✆ “It is high time we had a doggie beach. I grew up in Carmel and we had a pris-
tine area. We found people becoming more human with more dogs around. I think that
is a great idea.”

✆ “Why do we need an off-leash dog beach? It will be more urine and feces on the
beach, just like the homeless do. The kids will be playing on the beach, sitting in urine-
drenched sand. Even if the owners pick up the poop, the urine will still be there.”

✆ “I think there should absolutely be a designated area for dogs on the beach, just
not unleashed. They should all be leashed, it would be nice to walk a dog on the
beach. I live here in Santa Monica and can’t walk along the coast with my dog. I think
they should at least change the law so you can walk your dog on the beach.”

✆ “I don’t think it’s a bad idea to have a supervised area for dogs on the beach. If
we let the homeless and the vagrants take over our parks and beaches, urinating, defe-
cating and vomiting at will. What could be wrong with somebody’s nice, clean,
behaved doggie buddy? Sounds like an improvement to me.”

✆ “Use common sense on this. Beaches are not for dogs, cats or other animals.
Unless you are 20 miles away from humans. Beaches are for humans. This is a bizarre
recommendation and I am sure it won’t pass.”

✆“I think we owe it to the dog citizens to provide a nice beach run. I think it’s a great idea.”

✆ “Nobody should be allowed to bring a dog onto the beach, off the leash or not.
Dog owners should band together like a co-op and purchase their own stretch of
beach, not use public property. Then they can muck it up all they want.”

✆ “Santa Monica residents deserve a place they can take their dog to the beach.
People assume that a dog beach will affect water quality, or be a liability issue to the
city or safety issue. Yet careful research of all 57 dog beaches in California does not
show that any of these issues are facts. The quality all around does not go down and
dog areas are often cleaner than the rest of the beach. There have been no liability or
safety issues in any of the municipalities that have dog beaches.
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Reagan made teen proud 
Editor:

Since I was a small child I have learned from my family to respect the man and President
Ronald Wilson Reagan. I am now 15 years of age and have studied, read about and observed
on television, the grace in which Mr. Reagan led our country. More importantly, and refresh-
ingly, is to find a man who lived with dignity, treating those he knew and met as he wanted
to be treated. Thank you, Ronald Reagan for making me proud to be an American.

Stefan Barker
Malibu

Homeless woman needs cash
Editor:

I have been in Santa Monica for five months, and I love your paper and try to read it
every day as it is very informative and it’s free. What more can you say about a great
paper? I have a serious problem. I have been homeless like many others in this great city
(and I love this city). I was staying at Samoshel, and the very next day that I arrived, I
was getting a shower, and when I came out of the shower I slipped and fell and fractured
my elbow. I had such a difficult time getting care. I kept going to the emergency room. I
tried in vain to get the Salvation Army to pay the bill since they did not have the grid that
was needed for the women to get out of the showers safely. One woman fell the night
before me and they knew they had a problem but did nothing, until two days after I fell
and only after I was seriously hurt. No staff ever asked me how my arm was or ever said
a word to me about the incident. I was completely ignored while I suffered to get to a
doctor. As of today I cannot get the Salvation Army to pay for my injuries. I left Samoshel
awhile after. I am still homeless and still have this bill to pay. The Salvation Army gets
millions each year and it’s a crime against humanity to do this to me or anyone. 

Joan Campagna
Santa Monica

‘Monsters’ need to be held accountable
Editor:

Before we had the chance to thank the Santa Monica city staff for finally cleaning
up the artworks under the Fourth Street overpass on Ocean Park Boulevard – and
before the restorers could provide the paintings with protective sheathing, both works
were attacked anew by taggers.

It will be a shame if again this situation is left unaddressed for eons, as it was until
the city’s recent effort. Leaving a couple of tags unchallenged on these murals result-
ed the last time in an explosion of activity that included not only dozens of assaults
on the pieces themselves, but also in the vandalization of homes, walls, sidewalks,
cars and storefronts throughout the neighborhood.

Already, on the murals themselves, the situation is worse than it was before the
clean-up. The three or four scripts that appeared a month ago have been joined by a
dozen more, including three the size of golf carts that will be very difficult and expen-
sive to repair. Together, these calamities might as well be an advertising billboard
announcing that the neighborhood is ripe for vandalizing. 

Someone – the city, the Main Street Merchants, OPCO, art activists, this newspa-
per – should take up the cause of these murals before it’s too late.

The work on the north side, depicting the escape of the horses from the carousel on
the Santa Monica Pier, is a treasure that especially deserves protection. Let’s turn pho-
tographs of the new tags into wanted posters, offer a cash reward for turning the perpe-
trators in. And when the little monsters responsible for these desecrations are finally
caught, let’s hold them – and their parents – responsible for the cost of restoration.

John Gabree
Ocean Park

There is nothing amateur about vandalism
Editor:

I must protest at the use of language on the front age of your June 24 issue con-
cerning the vandalism of the “Whale of a Mural” on Ocean Park Boulevard.

First, you call those responsible for this criminal act “amateur graffiti artists” then
you compound it by talking about “skilled members of the graffiti-art community.”
Would you ever describe thieves as “skilled members of the shoplifting career commu-
nity?” How about attempted murderers as “amateur life-terminators?” I didn’t think so.

Ocean Park and Sunset Park – and I am sure other parts of Santa Monica – have
been attacked by petty acts of this scribbling on private and public property for some
months now. I urge you to send a photographer down to walk the streets and alleys
and take a look. He or she will find curbs, lampposts, utility poles, road signs, walls,
garage doors, even trees that have been damaged not by skilled (or unskilled) mem-
bers of the graffiti-art community but by criminals.

Let’s stop minimizing this wanton and pointless act, pretending it is a harmless
prank. It is not. It is outright vandalism and should be treated as such.

Martin Gould
Santa Monica

Tag the taggers
Editor:

I read with dismay your article about those “artists” that perpetrated the vandalism
on the “Whale” mural, (SMDP, June 24, page 1).  

Perhaps your writer could explain the difference between art and vandalism to Mrs.
Gomez whose son, Miguel, was slain on Thursday by an apparent tagger for his
efforts to remove “art,” here in our county. I believe Miguel’s funeral is this week so
be sure and show up with pictures of Santa Monica’s “art” just to prove to the mourn-
ers that Miguel was misguided.  

I have been running by the “Whale” mural for over 15 years and view it as a main-
stay of Santa Monica and Ocean Park culture.   When I viewed the most recent “art,”
I figured it must have taken taggers at least an hour or more to do this. Perhaps if our
police force weren’t so busy dealing with the intricacies of our city’s social experi-
ments, they could have been more attentive to our aspiring artisans. But then again,
maybe we could spend another $500,000 from the general fund to build a really nice
graffiti artist academy and institute.  

Graffiti is starting to become prevalent all around Ocean Park and other parts of the city,
and the residents are getting tired of it.  Please, fix this broken window before it spreads.

Lance A. Schmidt
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DOG-DAY AFTERNOONS NOT FOR EVERYONE
This past week, Q-line asked:

“Should a portion of Santa Monica’s beach be designated an off-leash zone for
dogs?” Why or why not?”

Here are your responses:
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It’s that time again. Some people are
speaking from the heart and making excellent
points. Others are angry and vilifying those
who disagree with them. No, I’m not talking
about the current presidential campaign. I’m
talking about e-mails I’ve received recently
in response to my columns.

In my column about Las Vegas, I sug-
gested that it was time to PUT THE SIN
BACK INTO “SIN CITY.” 

MGKERN — “I agree wholehearted-
ly. I hate it when there are a bunch of lit-
tle kids roaming around when we are hap-
pily losing our money in Vegas.”

When I suggested that THE REASON
THAT POLITICIANS LIKE TO TALK
ABOUT SEXUAL ISSUES like Janet
Jackson exposing her breast for a nano-
second and same-sex marriages is
because they like to avoid talking about
more important issues. However, many
readers didn’t think there were any issues
that were “more important.” 

SAM – “Your fingers aren’t anywhere
near the pulse of America, nor do you get
the whole concept of why we don’t want
gay marriages. I won’t even waist (sic)
my time explaining it to you because
you’ve cowed down to the moral stan-
dards of your kind.  Fortunately for
America you don’t run this country.”

DOUG – “I have a number of friends
who are gay or lesbian couples. Thinking
about their long-term dedicated relation-
ships that have had to endure constant
societal prejudice gives STRENGTH to
my 34-year marriage to my wife. I tell
myself that if they can work that hard to
keep things together, I should do no less.” 

THE REV. MAURICE — “When the
nation fails to demand His standard of
decency, accountability to God can be our
only fate.”

WHAN – “You need to know that I am
a ‘conservative Christian.’... While gay
marriage is a big issue, your eternal des-
tiny is a bigger one.”

FROM 84-YEAR-OLD M.V. – “I’m not
in favor of same-sex marriages, nor am I in
favor of abortion. But I firmly believe that the
separation of church and state is fundamental-
ly what this country is all about and we should
not try to impose our beliefs on others.”  

My response to Congress passing the
CHEESEBURBER BILL got some inter-
esting reactions:  

DAVE – “Think I will go have an
‘over-sugarized’ doughnut with a ciga-
rette chaser.”

RON – “If obesity overtakes smoking
as the leading killer in the USA, does that
mean Congress will ban the fast food

industry from advertising on TV, maga-
zines and billboards like they did the cig-
arette industry?”

In SPELLING STILL KOUNTS, I
expressed my outrage at the fact that you
find misspelled words everywhere these
days. Richard disagreed:  

RICHARD – “As a lifelong poor speller
I’ve taken refuge in one guiding principle
when it comes to putting anything down on
paper: Spelling a word the same way each
and every time indicates a decided lack of
imagination on the part of the writer.”

I talked about the current trend of
PEOPLE WRITING THEIR OWN
OBITUARIES. One response was touch-
ing, funny, and bizarre: 

ALAN – “As a terminal cancer patient,
I’ve decided to have the following
inscribed on my tombstone:

Here I lie, in the dirt
I can see up your skirt.
Please go to my Web site and make a

huge donation.”
I received some spirited responses to

my suggestion that DAN QUAYLE
WOULD MAKE A PERFECT RUN-
NING MATE FOR JOHN KERRY.

KIT – “LOL. Great stuff.”
PATRICK –  “Amazingly juvenile

worthless nonsense.”
Readers had definite opinions on MY

PARODY OF THE 911 HEARINGS:
JOHN – “It is my belief that the Bush

administration has done so much more to
fight terrorism than any liberal
Democrats. Your views seem far from the
truth to me.”

KEN – “I nearly got kicked out of the
restaurant for laughing so loudly ... Keep
up the good (and funny) work.”

The first GARVER POLL dealt with
such subjects as President Bush, Barry
Bonds, the price of gasoline, and people
who peek in other people’s medicine cab-
inets. I got the feeling that not everybody
took it too seriously – and that was the
appropriate reaction. For example:

ARTHUR – A, B, B, B, A, A, B, B, ...
but not necessarily in that order.

PAT – “There is definitely a place in
heaven for anyone who can make a com-
plete stranger smile or laugh (without pro-
fanity I might add)!

(Maybe Pat should write to the Reverend
Maurice and to WHAN on my behalf).

Finally, I haven’t gotten a response to
MY RSVP TO TOM DELAY’S DINNER.
So, I’m not sure if I’m still welcome at the
dinner even though I plan on bringing a
salad or dessert instead of $5,000.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com).

The only bad question
is the one never asked

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER
SpaceShipOne, the first privately fund-

ed manned spacecraft, shattered more than
the boundary of outer space: It destroyed
forever the myth that space exploration
can only be done by the government.

Just a week earlier, a Bush
Administration panel on space exploration
recommended that NASA increase the role
of private contractors in the push to perma-
nently settle the moon and eventually
explore Mars. But it appears that neither
the Administration nor anyone else has yet
considered the true free-market solution
for America’s moribund space program:
Complete privatization.

There is a contradiction at the heart of
the space program: Space exploration,
as the grandest of man’s technological
advancements, requires the kind of bold
innovation possible only to minds left
free to pursue the best of their thinking
and judgment. Yet, by placing the space
program under governmental funding,
we necessarily place it at the mercy of
governmental whim. The results are
written all over the past twenty years of
NASA’s history: The space program is a
political animal, marked by shifting,
inconsistent, and ill-defined goals. 

The space shuttle was built and main-
tained to please clashing constituencies,
not to do a clearly defined job for which
there was an economic and technical
need. The shuttle was to launch satellites
for the Department of Defense and pri-
vate contractors — which could be done
more cheaply by lightweight, disposable
rockets. It was to carry scientific exper-
iments — which could be done more
efficiently by unmanned vehicles. But
one “need” came before all technical
issues: NASA’s political need for showy
manned vehicles. The result, as great a
technical achievement as it is, was an
over-sized, over-complicated, over-bud-
get, overly dangerous vehicle that does
everything poorly and nothing well.

Indeed, the space shuttle program
was supposed to be phased out years
ago, but the search for its replacement
has been halted, largely because space
contractors enjoy collecting on the over-
priced shuttle without the expense and
bother of researching cheaper alterna-
tives. A private industry could have fired
them — but not so in a government pro-
ject, with home-district congressmen to
lobby on their behalf. 

There is reason to believe that the
political nature of the space program
may have even been directly responsible
for the Columbia disaster. Fox News
reported that NASA chose to stick with
non-Freon-based foam insulation on the
booster rockets, despite evidence that
this type of foam causes up to eleven

times as much damage to thermal tiles
as the older, Freon-based foam.
Although NASA was exempted from the
restrictions on Freon use, which envi-
ronmentalists believe causes ozone
depletion, and despite the fact that the
amount of Freon released by NASA’s
rockets would have been trivial, the
space agency elected to stick with the
politically correct foam.

It is impossible to integrate the con-
tradictory. To whatever extent an engi-
neer is forced to base his decisions, not
on the realities of science but on the
arbitrary, unpredictable, and often
impossible demands of a politicized sys-
tem, he is stymied. Yet this politicizing
is an unavoidable consequence of gov-
ernmental control over scientific
research and development.

Nor would it be difficult to spur the
private exploration of space — it’s been
happening, quietly, for years. The free
market works to produce whatever there
is demand for, just as it now does with
traditional aircraft. Commercial satellite
launches are now routine, and could eas-
ily be fully privatized. The so-called X
Prize, for which SpaceShipOne is com-
peting, offers incentive for private groups
to break out of the Earth’s atmosphere.

But all this private exploration is hob-
bled by the crucial absence of a system
of property rights in space. Imagine the
incentive to a profit-minded business if,
for instance, it were granted the right to
any stellar body it reached and exploited.

We often hear that the most ambitious
projects can only be undertaken by gov-
ernment, but in fact the opposite is true.
The more ambitious a project is, the
more it demands to be broken into
achievable, profit-making steps — and
freed from the unavoidable politicizing
of government-controlled science. If
space development is to be transformed
from an expensive national bauble
whose central purpose is to assert
national pride to a practical industry, it
will only be by unleashing the creative
force of free and rational minds.

We have now made the first steps
toward the stars. Before us are enormous
technical difficulties, the solution of
which will require even more heroic
determination than that which tamed the
seas and the continents. To solve them,
America must unleash its best engineer-
ing minds, as only the free market can do.

(Robert Garmong, Ph.D. in philoso-
phy, is a writer for the Ayn Rand
Institute (www.aynrand.org) in Irvine.
The Institute promotes the philosophy of
Ayn Rand, author of Atlas Shrugged and
The Fountainhead).

The friendly skies
are for all to explore

GUEST COMMENTARY BY ROBERT GARMONG

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is
our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification.
Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? SOUND OFF IN THE DAILY PRESS!

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO: Santa Monica Daily Press:Attn. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA  90401 Or email: sack@smdp.com
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$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX
with ad only

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS 

EASY AS...

How Is Your
Tap Water? 

Rayne Water Systems can reduce or eliminate

Bad taste and odors • MTBE and other chemicals 

Spotting on shower enclosures, fixtures, dishes and silverware

Chlorine/Chloramines • Dry skin, hair and fingernails

Dull, dingy clothes (especially white garments!)

Call today and see what we can do for you. 

Mention this ad and receive a 10% discount.

Serving Santa Monica Since 19601828 Lincoln • 310-450-6300

PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEA

MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SO

FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIA

CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOS

GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STE

KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTER

JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOO

SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWIC

CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAME

FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITAL

VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJU

BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICA

THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MID

EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD  LATIN • F

FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN •  THAI •  STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHIN

SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREE

VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK  KOREA

SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANE

NDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPAN

PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEA

MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SO

FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIA

CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOS

GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEA

KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICHES • CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EAST

JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAMESE • FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOO

SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIAN • VEGETARIAN • CHINESE • SANDWICH

CARIBBEAN • MEXICAN • MIDDLE EASTERN • JAPANESE • INDIAN • CAJUN • BURGERS • KOSHER • GREEK • VIETNAM

FRENCH • SOUL FOOD • LATIN • FAST FOOD • SPANISH • PIZZA • AMERICAN • THAI • STEAK • KOREAN • SEAFOOD • ITALIA

MENUS ♦♦♦♦ DINE-IN ♦♦♦♦ TAKEOUT ♦♦♦♦ DELIVERY ♦♦♦♦ PRICES ♦♦♦♦ SPECIALS

The Spirit of Old World

Mexico Comes to the Westside

12217 Wilshire Blvd in Los Angeles Tel: (310) 820-2540

Join us for a lively and
sophisticated mexican

dining experience.

“Best Mexican food”
– Angelino Magazine

2003

“Best Ethnic food”
-Bon Appétit

2003

Yucatan style lobster artichoke and mushroom 
mousse crépe served with a spicy papaya sauce

CREPA DE LANGOSTA YUCATECA

Toot! Toot! All aboard for the beach
By The Associated Press 

RIALTO – The summer Beach Train is back on track between San Bernardino,
Riverside and Orange counties. 

One of the ocean lovers is Martha Clausen, who welcomes the return of the
weekend Beach Train. It’s eighth season begins Saturday and Clausen’s leaving the
heat and smog for a trip to the beach. 

“That’s really what California’s all about,” the 79-year-old Riverside retiree said.
For most Saturdays and Sundays through Oct. 2, the Riverside County

Transportation Commission and Orange County Transportation Authority charter a
Metrolink train that begins its round trip from Rialto to Oceanside at 7:35 a.m. and
begins the return trip at 4:30 p.m. 

Passengers can choose San Juan Capistrano, two stops in San Clemente or one in
Oceanside. 

The transit agencies break even on the service, commission spokesman John
Standiford said. 

Roundtrip fares are $16 for adults and $11 for children. Season passes are $150
for adults and $100 for children. 

The train leaves Rialto and stops in San Bernardino, Riverside, La Sierra, North
Corona, West Corona, Orange, Santa Ana, Irvine, Laguna Niguel, San Juan
Capistrano, San Clemente and Oceanside.

Kindergarten copped by LA School District
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES – The nation’s second-largest school district is offering full-
day kindergarten in an effort to help close an achievement gap among low-income
children and those from homes where English isn’t spoken. 

The extended kindergarten will be available beginning next week at nine San
Fernando Valley schools. Another 45 will offer the voluntary program in the fall. 

By September, the extended classes will be offered at 173 of the district’s 434
elementary schools. 

The Los Angeles Unified School District hopes to offer the extended kinder-
garten districtwide under a four-year, $100 million program. 

About 60 percent of school districts nationwide already offer full-day kinder-
garten, and district officials said studies show it helps improve academic perfor-
mance. 

“We’re not just going to close the achievement gap; we’re going to eliminate the
achievement gap,” school board Vice President Marlene Canter said. 

Sting operation takes the ‘high’ out of school
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES – An undercover program resulted in the arrest of some 250
high school students for using or selling drugs on campuses this year, authorities said. 

The numbers were slightly higher than last year but well below the peak of 556
recorded in 1982. 

The arrests were made by police officers posing as students under the LAPD’s
30-year-old School Buy Bust Program. 

Undercover officers made about 400 drug purchases on campuses this year,
mostly involving marijuana. 

Officer Pam Meesri, 26, said she saw students smoking marijuana or other drugs
virtually every day at the high school where she was working. 

Apples, soda cans and light bulbs were used as pipes, she said. 
Besides marijuana, crystal methamphetamine and pharmaceutical drugs were

rmpant, Meesri said. 
LAPD Officer Sandra Escalante said that many students use drugs during school

hours to hide it from their parents. 

Fighting terror on the local level
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES – The city and 16 nearby municipalities will receive $28.1 mil-
lion in federal funds to fight terrorism, officials said. 

Half of the money will be used for equipment such as robots to dismantle bombs
and the rest will be used for police and fire training and to reimburse cities for the
overtime that safety services put in during heightened terrorism alerts, Mayor James
Hahn said Thursday. 

The money comes in the form of grants under the Urban Area Security Initiative. 
Hahn said L.A. has spent about $150 million for additional security measures

since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

‘Big Box’ stores feel they’re being boxed out
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES – Wal-Mart, Costco and other chains would have to prove their
huge discount stores won’t harm jobs and wages in nearby areas when they apply to
build new superstores in Los Angeles. 

The proposal to limit so-called “big box” stores was approved Thursday by the
city Planning Commission. 

Critics say Wal-Marts and other big stores drive out smaller competitors when they
enter an area because they can offer goods more cheaply while paying less to employees. 

The City Council could vote on the plan later this summer. 

STATE BRIEFS



Give your
smile a
facelift.

BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

FOLSOM – Using a lunchtime crowd
at suburban Italian restaurant as a back-
drop, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger criti-
cized Democratic leaders Thursday for
the snail’s pace of budget negotiations. 

But a few hours later, Democratic leg-
islative leaders said they believe they’re
close to a deal with Schwarzenegger that
would pass an on-time budget before the
June 30 end of the fiscal year. 

While saying there a lot of details that
need to be addressed, Assembly Speaker
Fabian Nunez said he thought an agree-
ment was imminent. 

“We’d like to get this done by tomorrow
night,” said Nunez, D-Los Angeles. “I’m
hopeful that we can reach some type of ten-
tative agreement on framework, if not by
tomorrow night certainly this weekend.” 

The Republican governor and the
Democrats who control the Legislature
have said for weeks that only a handful of
issues separate them on the governor’s
proposed $103 billion spending plan. 

Lawmakers say three of the issues –
more money for state universities, a wage
guarantee for home health care workers, a
cost of living increase for welfare recipi-
ents – are all but settled. 

Schwarzenegger said two other issues
– pension reform and local government
funding – remain the sticking points. 

“When we solve those two issues, it’s a
little more than $2 billion, then there will
be a little bit of money left so that they
can look at that,” Schwarzenegger told
reporters following a 45-minute session
roaming around the Folsom restaurant,
where he complained about the
Legislature and urged them to call their
lawmakers in support of his budget plan. 

Democrats have said they want to add
about $60 million to the budget to lift a
cap on enrollment proposed by the gover-
nor on state colleges and universities next
year. They also want to restore $130 mil-
lion – revised upward from $98 million –

that would protect wages of workers who
provide domestic services to the disabled
and elderly. Democrats also want a cost of
living increase in welfare payments that
will add another $400 million to the bud-
get. 

Money for local government is more
complicated. 

Schwarzenegger and local government
leaders agreed in May to cut $2.6 billion
in state money to cities and counties over
the next two years in exchange for a
promise the money would be paid back in
the future. Schwarzenegger also pledged
to support a constitutional amendment
that would permanently protect local gov-
ernment from future raids by the state. 

Democrats say they support the cuts but
don’t want to commit to a “flawed” finan-
cial relationship between the state and
local governments, which are too depen-
dent on sales taxes to pay for services. 

As former Gov. Gray Davis tried to do
last year, Schwarzenegger wants to sell $1
billion in bonds to make the state’s $1 bil-
lion payment for public employee pen-
sions. But he also wants to link the bonds
to a new two-tiered retirement system in
which new employees would get lesser
benefits than current state workers. 

Senate President Pro Tem John Burton,
D-San Francisco, said Democrats will not
support reducing the benefits of future
state workers. He said their counter pro-
posal involves imposing a two-year delay
before new employees would be allowed
to join the state retirement system. 

The governor, Burton said, was still
assessing the Democrats’ offer. 

While negotiations continued,
Schwarzenegger’s noontime trip to
Folsom was another example of how he
uses his popularity with voters to pressure
reluctant Democrats. 

Much smaller and quieter than a rally
last week in Chico, the governor’s stop at
a Macaroni Grill in a suburban shopping
center put Schwarzenegger among voters
who were enthusiastic to see the former
movie star. 

He told diner Andrew Volpendesta that
things were going well, although he
would “have to discipline” the Democrats
who were holding up his budget. 

“I want to make the cuts so we stay
within the budget, so that they balance the
budget, and they of course want to contin-
ue spending the way they always have, so
now we are negotiating to meet some-
where in the middle.” 

He posed for pictures with Ann
Gennuso-Newton and her daughter,
Natalie Emken, in exchange for them
agreeing to call their legislators. 

“Put pressure on them,”
Schwarzenegger told them. “Tell them,
‘Pass the governor’s budget now.
Otherwise, I will not vote for you.”’

Assemblyman Darrell Steinberg, a
Democrat from Sacramento and chairman
of the budget committee, said the gover-
nor’s Folsom trip didn’t bother him. 

“I feel pressure but not because the
governor holds an event,” he said. “I feel
pressure because it is our job to get it done
on time, but it also our job to get it done
right. It’s always the balance between
those two things.” 
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BY RACHEL D’ORO 
Associated Press Writer 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – An interna-
tional team of scientists is delving into the
icy depths of the Arctic Ocean to invento-
ry aquatic life in the far north. 

Researchers say a melting polar ice cap
gives urgency to the project, part of a decade-
long, $1 billion marine survey taking place
around the world. The Census of Marine Life
is launching the arctic study with a $600,000
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation,
researchers said Thursday. 

“Increases in sea temperature are
occurring globally with consequences that
are hard to predict,” said Ron O’Dor,
chief scientist of the global census.
“Accurate measures and predictions of
species distribution, abundance and natur-
al variation through time across a range of
species are urgently needed to help poli-
cy-makers respond appropriately to the
consequences of changes in the ocean.” 

The Arctic is the least-documented
ocean on the planet, but past studies have
yielded a surprisingly diverse collection
of species. About 5,000 known multicel-

lular species live in arctic waters, accord-
ing to researchers. 

"It is certainly not the desert people
thought it to be,” said Russ Hopcroft, a
marine ecologist at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, the project headquarters. 

Experts in biology, physics and geolo-
gy from circumpolar and other nations
will particularly focus on the Canada
Basin, a little known ice-covered cavity
more than two miles deep north of Alaska
and the Yukon Territory. It is believed to
contain the world’s oldest seawater, a still
pool surrounded by steep ridges. 

Many species in the basin’s chilled
depths are thought to have lived in isolation
for millions of years. Scientists hope to
learn more about the genetics of species
that can survive in such extreme conditions. 

A small sampling taken in the area
already has found at least five new marine
species as well as the discovery of species
previously unknown to the area.
Researchers expect to find more, using
sonar equipment, camera-equipped under-
water robots, plankton nets and other tools. 

“We need to begin paying more atten-

tion to biodiversity in the arctic, which is
more vulnerable to climate change
because of its multiyear ice cover,”
Hopcroft said. “There are animals here
that are uniquely adapted to that ice cover.
If the arctic continues to lose ice each
summer, these animals could become
extinct, not to mention overall changes.
We just don’t know what it would do to
the whole ecosystem.” 

Since the mid-1970s, the winter ice
pack in the arctic has decreased 2 percent
to 3 percent each decade, said Rolf
Gradinger, a UAF sea ice ecologist partic-
ipating in the study. Scientists say that
without large ice masses, which reflect the
sun’s rays into the atmosphere, the earth
absorbs more heat, contributing to further
warming. Ice also serves as a platform for
walrus and seals. 

“When the ice cover disappears, you
lose an important environment,”
Gradinger said. “Changes in sea ice pro-
duce a domino effect.” 

Researchers also plan to look at the
mouths of rivers in Russia and Canada
that pour an estimated 2 trillion tons of

fresh water into the Arctic Ocean each
year. Climate change could bring more
runoff, changing species composition. 

The arctic project also calls for con-
solidating data gleaned from environ-
mental studies for oil and gas exploration
in the region. 

Among challenges facing the project
are finding and paying for the use of ice
breakers, usually scheduled at least two
years in advance, researchers said. August
trips are planned, however, on Russian
and Canadian vessels already scheduled
for unrelated endeavors. 

Smaller research trips also are planned. 
Political boundaries also could compli-

cate access to some places. Taking sea
floor samples could become a sensitive
issue, for example, in areas valued for their
underground resources or suspected sites
for dumping nuclear and other wastes. 

The Census of Marine Life is a grow-
ing network of researchers in more than
50 nations engaged in a 10-year initiative
to assess the diversity of marine species
worldwide. The census also is developing
a sister project for the Antarctic Ocean. 

International marine census takes on deep Arctic
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BY MELANTHIA MITCHELL
Associated Press Writer 

SEATTLE – Fort Lewis Army Spc. Ryan Anderson
thought he was communicating with a Muslim extremist
on the Internet when he allegedly asked if a “brother
fighting on the wrong side could defect.” 

The 26-year-old Washington state National
Guardsman didn’t know his e-mails instead were secret-
ly collected by Shannen Rossmiller, a small-town
Montana city judge and amateur cyber sleuth who draws
out would-be terrorists and turns them over to authorities. 

Anderson was arrested in February and now faces a
court-martial on five counts of trying to provide terrorists
with information about U.S. troop strength and tactics,
along with methods for killing American soldiers. 

Rossmiller, 34, of Conrad, Mont., is one of an
unknown number of citizen cyberspies who, unrestricted
by laws prohibiting entrapment, gather information they
say authorities don’t always catch. 

She said government agencies at times have little
understanding “regarding the extent and depth with which
the terrorists and their followers utilize the Internet for
their means and methods of communications.” 

Today she’s a member of 7-Seas Global Intelligence, a
small group that tracks terrorist activity on the Web and
passes the information to government and military officials. 

As a citizen, Rossmiller did nothing illegal when she
turned Anderson’s e-mails over to the FBI, said John
Strait, an associate professor who teaches entrapment law
at the Seattle University. 

“As a judge, she of course cannot sit on any case
involving 7-Seas matters,” he said. 

To prove entrapment, Strait said the defense would
first have to prove Rossmiller was acting on behalf of law
enforcement. Then a case would have to be built showing
Anderson “was not predisposed to do what he did.” 

Rossmiller testified last month during Anderson’s
Article 32 hearing – the military equivalent of grand jury
– that after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, she felt compelled
to help. So she began searching the Internet for possible
terrorists, both domestic and international. 

She said she posted the call to Muslim holy war that
drew Anderson in only after she discovered an Internet
message from him that had been sent using the name
Amir Abdul Rashid. 

Bob Wright, FBI special agent in Salt Lake City,
likened work by 7-Seas and similar groups to neighbor-
hood watch programs. 

“That type of forum, if it’s not used in a spiteful man-
ner, can be a good thing,” Wright said. “It’s the same
thing with people traveling the Internet highway, it can
be very useful to law enforcement.” 

Rossmiller bristles at the comparison, saying it
demonstrates that authorities are still catching up to how
much terrorists use the Internet. 

Brent Astley, a 44-year-old software developer in
Ontario, Canada, has been with 7-Seas since it formed in
January 2003. He said the small band of seven came
together on an Internet forum where people discuss cur-
rent events. 

Today they monitor various Web boards frequented by
groups they believe may have terrorist or extremist
views. Astley declined to identify specific sites, fearing
they would be taken down and therefore lost as a source. 

Most of the group’s investigating involves filtering
through information to discern what’s worthwhile, he
said. 

“There are certain people who we know are perhaps
closer to the core of al-Qaida than others,” he said. 

Rossmiller testified at Anderson’s hearing that

through a string of Internet searches she connected the
name Amir Abdul Rashid to Anderson’s military e-mail. 

Over several months she drew details from the man,
including that he was an American soldier who was about
to be deployed to Iraq. 

Alarmed, she alerted the Homeland Security
Department and shared her information with the FBI. 

Undercover agents in February met with Anderson,
and a nearly hour-long video of the meeting shows him
telling about weaknesses in the M1A1 Abrams, the
Army’s main battle tank, and presenting sketches of it. 

Astley said 7-Seas’ intent only is to pass on information
that otherwise may go unnoticed by federal investigators. 

“We gather it, we don’t try to act upon it. We’re not
trying to take over any kind of role of law enforcement,”
he said. “There’s just way too much out there for any
agency to keep full track of.” 

Astley couldn’t say how often information from 7-Seas

has led to a full-scale investigation, but he stressed the
federal government has never solicited help from 7-Seas. 

“Typically what will happen is we’ll send something
and in a few cases they’ll ask for follow up or to keep an
eye out. I can’t honestly say we’ve been sought out.” 

Federal agents are wary of the amateur sleuths, wel-
coming the information but leery of having private citi-
zens investigate. 

Special Agent Robbie Burroughs in the FBI’s Seattle
office said the agency constantly receives tips from private
citizens, but she wouldn’t say specifically whether more
people seem to be gathering information from the Internet. 

“People call in with information. I wouldn’t be com-
fortable being more specific than that,” Burroughs said. 

Asked if the agency welcomed information from peo-
ple acting as private investigators, Burroughs said, “It
would not be our normal practice to utilize private citi-
zens to conduct investigations on our behalf."
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Cyber sleuths patrol the Web for signs of terrorism
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BY GEORGE GEDDA
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON – Genocide has struck many victims
over the past 65 years: European Jews during World War
II, Cambodians in the late 1970s, Rwandans in 1994. 

There may be a new addition: The black African tribes
of Darfur province in western Sudan have faced murder,
displacement, pillage, razing of villages and other crimes
committed by Arab militias known as janjaweed. 

The dictionary defines genocide as “the systematic
killing of a racial or cultural group.” The U.S. government
is reviewing whether Darfur qualifies for the designation. 

“The janjaweed are the government’s militia, and
Khartoum has armed and empowered it to conduct `eth-
nic cleansing’ in Darfur,” says Human Rights Watch. The
Brussels-based International Crisis Group says Darfur
can “easily become as deadly” as the Rwanda genocide
of 1994. Then, soldiers, militiamen and civilians of the
Hutu majority killed more than 500,000 minority Tutsis
and politically moderate Hutus in 100 days. 

All along, Sudan has denied allegations of complici-
ty with the Arab militias and has blamed rebels for
rights violations. 

In February 2003, the Zaghawa, Fur and Masalit black
tribes rebelled against what they regarded as unjust treat-
ment by the Sudanese government in their historic strug-
gle over land and resources with their Arab countrymen. 

Countless thousands of tribesmen have died in a bru-
tal counterinsurgency. The conflict has uprooted more
than 1 million, and the Bush administration believes this
many could die unless a peace settlement is reached and
relief supply deliveries are greatly accelerated. Sudanese
cooperation has been limited but is improving. 

The Muslim-vs.-Muslim conflict is separate from the

21-year war between ethnic Arab Muslim militants in
northern Sudan and the black African non-Muslim south.
That three-decade-long struggle may be ending thanks to
peace accords signed last month. 

A U.S. interagency review is aimed at judging
whether the Darfur tragedy qualifies as genocide under a
1946 international convention that outlaws the practice. 

“I believe what is occurring in Sudan approaches the
level of genocide,” says Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., a
senior member of the House Appropriations Committee.
He and several colleagues are pushing for $95 million in
emergency assistance for Darfur’s victims. 

Rabbi Marvin Hier, of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, a
group opposed to intolerance in all forms, says
Washington could increase the pressure on the Sudanese
government by issuing a “stern warning” that, in the U.S.
view, it is “close to if not bordering on genocide.” This
would greatly impact international public opinion, said
Hier, founder and dean of the center. 

Mark Schneider, a vice president of the International
Crisis Group, says Hier may have a point. He also cau-
tions that a genocide designation by the United States
could thrust the U.N. Security Council into prolonged
debate, deflecting attention from Darfur’s massive
humanitarian needs. 

A role for the United Nations is made clear under
Article 8 of the Genocide Convention: “Any contracting
party may call upon the competent organs of the U.N. to
take such action under the Charter of the U.N. as they
consider appropriate for the prevention and suppression
of acts of genocide.” 

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he wasn’t ready to
describe the situation in Darfur “as genocide or ethnic cleans-
ing yet,” but he called it “a tragic humanitarian situation.” 

Black African tribes of Darfur
are being targeted for genocide



BY JEFF BARNARD 
Associated Press Writer 

HERMISTON, Ore. – As early as mid-August, muni-
tions handlers hope to go to one of the 80-foot-long con-
crete bunkers in K Block of the Umatilla Chemical
Depot, fire up a forklift, and move to the door two pallets
stacked with a total of 30 M55 rockets filled with deadly
nerve agent. 

Outside the bunker, another forklift will load the rock-
ets into a 19,000-pound pressurized containment cylinder
on a flatbed truck, which will drive down a short road to
a huge building inside the U.S. Army’s Umatilla
Chemical Agent Disposal Facility.

The rockets will be the first of more than 220,000
munitions containing nerve and mustard agents left over
from the Cold War to move through the robotic disas-
sembly line, where they will be punched, drained,
chopped and finally burned in special furnaces, disposing
of a threat that has sat in the rolling sagebrush of the
Columbia Plateau for more than 60 years. 

“It’s time,” said Frank Harkenrider, who as mayor of
Hermiston from 1990 to 2000 took part in many of the
battles fought over the past decade to get to this point.
“It’s time to say yes to the incinerator.” 

The last remaining yes needed to fire up the furnaces
with real nerve and mustard agents is expected to come
Aug. 13, when the Oregon Environmental Quality
Commission considers the results of three years of testing. 

Destroying the munitions and shutting down the
Umatilla plant is expected to take the next six years –
three years past the initial deadline set by international
treaty – and cost a total of $24 billion. 

Still, not everyone is eager to get on with it. Karyn
Jones, who manages her father’s dental office here and
grew up downwind of radiation from the Hanford nuclear
reservation, has fought the incinerator every step of the
way. She and the grassroots organization GASP still have
three lawsuits pending, hoping to force the U.S. Army to
start over with a chemical
neutralization process. 

“It’s a disaster waiting
to happen,” Jones said. 

The first of the chemical
weapons arrived on five
rail cars in August 1962,
just two months before the
Cuban missile crisis, when
the Cold War conflict
between the Soviet Union
and the United States
almost went hot after
President John F. Kennedy
refused to let the Soviet
Union put nuclear missiles
on Cuba. 

A total of 7,300 tons of
deadly nerve and mustard
agents contained in mis-
siles, artillery rounds,
bombs, land mines,
sprayers and storage con-
tainers came to be stored
here in row upon row of
concrete bunkers originally
built for World War II
bombs and ammunition.
About 140 have leaked
since 1984, increasing
pressure to destroy them. 

President Nixon halted
the manufacture of chemical
weapons in 1969, and the
Army has budgeted $25 bil-
lion to destroy the 31,000-
ton national stockpile. To
date, more than 9,000 tons
have been destroyed. 

The Army decided in
the 1980s to build inciner-
ators at the eight storage
sites around the country
and one on Johnston Atoll,
south of Hawaii. Johnston
Atoll has finished inciner-
ating its stockpile. As tech-

nology improved and local opposition to incinerators
increased, the Army agreed to switch to chemical neu-
tralization at four sites – Newport, Ind.; Blue Grass, Ky.;
Edgewood, Del.; and Pueblo, Colo. Sites in Tooele,
Utah; Pine Bluff, Ark.; Anniston, Ala. and Umatilla are
going ahead with incineration. 

Neutralization is not without its problems. Disputes
remain over how to dispose of millions of gallons of con-
taminated wastewater generated by the process. 

Construction and testing of the Umatilla incinerator
had problems, too. Construction workers claiming they
were exposed to nerve agent while building the plant in
1999 have won the first round of their lawsuit against the
Army. A federal judge ruled the government was negli-
gent in providing emergency response when the workers
became mysteriously ill. 

The Army and Washington Demilitarization Co.,
which built and operates the incinerator, were fined
$185,000 for bypassing safety systems during furnace
testing last year. Another $11,000 in fines were levied
after an employee left the grounds with a diluted vial of
the nerve agent sarin in his pocket. 

There are four incinerators. Two burn the liquid agent
at 2,700 degrees. A deactivation furnace destroys explo-
sives and rocket motors. A metal parts furnace burns off
traces of agent from remaining hardware. Exhaust gasses
go through an afterburner, then a system of scrubbers and
filters before being released into the air. 

In the control room, supervisor Lance Pappas can
watch over the weapons from bunker to furnace. He feels
safe for himself, as well as his family in Kennewick,
Wash., 35 miles away. 

“I worked in refineries, and refineries are a whole lot
more dangerous than this is,” Pappas said. 

Pappas and everyone else must carry a gas mask and
special syringes loaded with antidote in case of a spill.
Orange wind socks around the compound show which
way the wind is blowing in case gas is released. Weather
conditions are constantly monitored to project where a

leak may spread. Reader boards on nearby Interstate 84
are ready to warn of an emergency. 

The containment rooms where the munitions are dis-
mantled, drained and fed into incinerators have walls 30
inches thick in case of an explosion. Sensors and alarms
around the plant can detect minute amounts of agent. In
case of a spill, workers don protective suits to clean it up.
Video monitors keep watch over the plant and grounds.
Guards tightly control people entering and leaving. 

Like the midst of the Cold War, when students around
the nation practiced hiding under their desks in case of
nuclear attack, the 10,000 students in 28 nearby schools
practice assembling in special rooms pressurized to keep
out drifting gas in case of a release.
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two 18 hole layouts only 40 minutes from Santa Monica

27734 Sand Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351

Clubhouse - 661 252-8484 Golf Shop - 661 252-7666

It's Not a Private Club. 

It Just Plays Like One. 

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination

as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs. 

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

Of all the nerve: Incinerator nixes Cold munitions
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BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI
Associated Press Writer

PORTLAND, Ore. –There are no vel-
vet ropes or marble teller’s counter. No
dark wood or imposing glass panels.

Instead, the interior of Umpqua Bank
has the feel of a sleek living room – hip
leather chairs form the bank’s core, flank-
ing a plasma TV screen and a shelf of
best sellers. On offer are mortgage con-
sultants, as well as yoga class, movie
night, freshly brewed coffee and a chunk
of milk chocolate with every transaction.

“What if we felt like home?” asks
Umpqua Bank’s chief executive Ray
Davis, standing next to a pot of steaming
coffee in the plush Portland branch.

Started in 1953 in the southern town of
Canyonville by loggers who were fed up
with driving long distances to cash their
checks, the tiny Oregon bank has grown
into a cutting-edge institution.

Community banks like Umpqua are
gaining prominence by adding a human
touch, prompting commercial giants like
Wells Fargo and Bank of America to
change the way they handle basic finan-
cial transactions.

In 1994, Davis – who had just been
hired to help Umpqua Bank grow beyond
its rural roots – did something revolution-
ary. He invited customers to linger.

Internet banking had just been invented
and the prevailing ethos was that customers
could be weaned off human contact.

“If you wanted to check your balance,
we sent you to the phone. If you wanted
to withdraw money, we told you to use
the ATM,” said Nancy Kinnard, manager
of Umpqua Bank’s Eugene branch, who
worked for First Interstate Bank before
joining Umpqua.

“The big banks had created a vacu-
um,” said 77-year-old Milton Herbert, the
only surviving founder of Umpqua Bank.

Into that vacuum, Davis placed a cup
of coffee. Not just a pot of generic brew,
but the company’s own blend. The trans-
formation started in the southern town of
Roseburg, site of the bank’s headquarters
until moving to Portland in 2001. In
Roseburg, the bank’s design team tore out
the teller windows and created a living
room, replete with magazines, a couch
and a large-screen TV.

“Read, Sip, Surf, Bank,” became the
bank’s motto. “What if we felt like
home?” is not just a rhetorical question
for Davis – but also the bank’s latest
advertising line, emblazoned on buses
and billboards.

From $140 million in assets a decade
ago, the bank has grown to $3 billion
today. It has 64 branches and recently
announced plans to expand into
Washington and California.

By inviting people to linger, Davis
stumbled upon a concept familiar to the
retai industry.

“There is a direct relationship between the
time spent in a store and the average amount
that you buy,” said Dan Stanek, executive
VP of Retail Forward, a retail research and
analysis firm in Columbus, Ohio.

“Retail is a four-letter word for most
bankers,” said Davis. “They see them-

selves as the guy with the coat and tie.”
Starting in 1996, Umpqua Bank became

the first to call its branches “stores.”
Like at the Estee Lauder counter, they

began offering a complimentary gift with
every new account – a T-shirt, a Java
mug, a bestseller.

“My customers walk away with a bag
full of stuff,” gushed Marie Green, man-
ager of the Roseburg branch.

Like in a department store, the prod-
ucts are on display.

“If you were to go outside a Nordstroms,
what do you see? Merchandise,” said
Davis. “If we believe that we’re in the same
service industry, then we need to figure out
how to visualize a mortgage loan.”

Open an interest-bearing account, and
you get the seed of a Douglas fir tree,
wrapped like a pair of Tiffany’s earrings
in soft, white tissue. At the Roseburg
branch, customers walk past an elaborate
fish bowl and a sign asking: “Has low
tide left your business dry?”

“Retailers understand the importance
of touch and feel – even with intangible
products like electronics,” said Ellen
Tolley, spokeswoman for the National
Retail Federation in Washington, D.C.

Smart retailers, she said, display digi-
tal cameras on the countertop and encour-
age customers to point and shoot.

A decade after opening its first “store,”
Umpqua Bank is now far from alone in
its approach.

In Seattle, Washington Mutual has pio-
neered its ‘Occasio’ branches – Latin for
“favorable opportunity.” In addition to a
coffee bar, the branches include a play
area, where children can have fun while
their parents “shop.”

In Virginia, the 168-year-old Riggs
Bank – where Abraham Lincoln had an
account – has shed the marble, in
exchange for European furniture and
flatscreen TVs.

A fireplace with leather-bound chairs
greets customers at Old National in
Indianapolis.

“It’s part of a trend in business which
tries to make transactions an experience –
rather than just a transaction,” said
Charlotte Birch, spokeswoman for the
American Bankers Association.

Overall, the retail strategy has not only
worked – it’s forced megabanks like
Wells Fargo, Charter One and Bank of
America to take notice.

A “hostess” now greets you when you
walk into Bank of America branches. And
both Wells Fargo and Charter One have
signed deals with Seattle-based Starbucks to
operate coffee shops inside select branches.

“There are a lot of copycats out there,”
said Umpqua founder Milton Herbert.

As the banking world has changed, so
has Umpqua.

The latest innovation is chocolate
served on a tray with every transaction.
Close on its heels was yoga class, fol-
lowed by poetry readings, knitting cir-
cles, and seminars on how to build an art
collection – all ideas brought forward by
employees at individual branches.

Umpqua’s edge, said Davis, is that
tellers are empowered to partake in the
bank’s evolution.

Bank takes an interest
in lending slice of home

SANTA MONICA SUMMER GUIDE 2004

AVAILABLE IN NEWSTANDS ACROSS SANTA MONICA
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KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sundays • NO COVER

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

Full Bar • Restaurant • Live Music

Heated Patio • Delivery 

Low Carb Menu Available!
Open Sat & Sun at 9:30am for Breakfast

LIVE SHOWS

EVERY WEDNESDAY
no co

ve
r!

ELECTION NEWS
FOR SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS!
NOVEMBER 2, 2004 MUNICIPAL ELECTION

SANTA MONICA ELECTION INFORMATION:

Offices to be voted upon:

City Council Four Seats
Rent Control Board Two Seats
Board of Education Three Seats
College Board of Trustees Three Seats

Eligibility
Requirements: Candidate must be a registered voter in the jurisdiction at the 

time nomination papers are issued to him/her. All vacancies 
are for four-year terms.

Filing Period: July 12, 2004 to August 6, 2004.  However, because City Hall will be 
closed Friday, August 6, nomination papers will be accepted through 
Monday, August 9, until 5:30 p.m.  Nomination papers will be issued by
the City Clerk starting on July 12, 2004, and throughout the nomination
period.  In order to qualify, a candidate must obtain at least 100 valid 
signatures, from voters registered in the jurisdiction, on his/her peti-
tion.  Candidate Workshops will be held on July 12, 2004, at 8:30 a.m., 
and July 14, 2004, at 5:30 p.m., in Council Chambers at City Hall.  
Candidates not able to attend the workshops will be issued nomination
papers throughout the filing period at the City Clerk’s Office upon 
request.  There is no filing fee.  

LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE: OCTOBER 18, 2004

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!!  There is a dire need for polling sites and for precinct workers
for the November 2, 2004, election.  If you are interested in working as a precinct worker or
offering a poll location, please call (562) 466-1373.

For information on the following related topics, please call the City Clerks Office at 458-8211:
Elected Official Duties
Campaign Fundraising
Establishing Campaign Committees
Related Election Regulations
Initiative Process

N. Korea wants to test nukes
By The Associated Press

BEIJING – North Korea has threat-
ened to test a nuclear weapon unless
Washington accepts Pyongyang’s condi-
tions for a freeze of its nuclear weapons
program, a senior U.S. official said. 

North Korea said it wants hefty ener-
gy aid in exchange for the freeze, calling
on the United States to make a “respon-
sible, bold decision.” The demands
came at six-nation talks Friday. 

Two previous rounds of disarmament
talks have made little progress, and the
North Korean threat of a nuclear test
suggested the latest round may be
unsuccessful, said a senior U.S. official
in Washington, speaking on condition of
anonymity. The other participants are
South Korea, China, Japan and Russia. 

The United States has been insisting
on complete disarmament by the com-
munist state and submitted a proposal to
this week’s conference in Beijing outlin-
ing a step-by-step plan and the benefits
North Korea could receive if it complies. 

On Friday, the North renewed a
demand for the United States to drop its
“hostile policy,” though it made no pub-
lic response to the American proposal.
“It is high time the U.S. made a respon-
sible, bold decision,” said the North
Korean official newspaper Minju Joson,
quoted by the North’s main news agency. 

Politicians bicker over budget
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON – An effort to
impose legal hurdles on lawmakers’
own spending urges failed as House
Republicans split among themselves
over taxes and spending during an era of
war and deficits. 

In a late night roll call Thursday, the
House voted 268-146 to reject a bill that
would have imposed a legal ceiling on
the one-third of the federal budget set
annually by Congress to fund routine
agency operations. 

If such spending exceeded $821 bil-
lion next year or $843 billion in 2006,
automatic cuts would be triggered in
those programs to bring them back to
the legal limits. 

The bill also sought to restrain spend-
ing in the remaining two-thirds of the
budget that covers automatically paid
benefits like Social Security, Medicare
and welfare. Under the bill, any expan-
sions of those programs would have to
be paid for by cuts in other benefits,
though Social Security and some other
benefits would be protected. 

Many Democrats – and an occasional
Republican – said the GOP needs to
simply exercise more restraint, not pass
a new law. 

“We have got to stop handing over
our responsibilities to someone else to
save ourselves from ourselves,” said

Rep. James Walsh, R-N.Y. “We have to
have some discipline.” 

Brits leave Iran, head for Iraq
By The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY – Eight British ser-
vicemen detained for four days in Iran
returned to Iraq on Friday, ending a
diplomatic crisis. 

An Iranian commercial flight took
the six Royal Marines and two sailors
back to the British sector in southern
Iraq after stops in Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates. 

The eight were captured Monday
when their river patrol boats apparently
strayed onto the Iranian side of the Shatt
al-Arab waterway, or Arvand River, that
runs along the Iran-Iraq border. 

Britain said the troops were from a
Royal Navy training team based in
southern Iraq and were delivering a boat
to Iraq’s new river police. 

Iran initially said it would prosecute
them for illegally entering Iranian
waters. British concern mounted after
Iranian television showed the eight
blindfolded and sitting cross-legged on
the ground. 

Court not in tune with FCC
By The Associated Press

NEW YORK – A federal appeals
court struck down an effort by the
Federal Communications Commission
to make sweeping changes in media
ownership rules, handing a victory to
public interest groups and consumer
advocates who argued the changes
would limit diverse sources of news. 

The ruling by the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia threw
out rules that would have allowed com-
panies to own more television and radio
stations in a single market. The court also
left intact an order it made in September
blocking the rules, announced in June
2003, from taking effect. 

However, the court also found the
FCC was within its rights to repeal a
blanket prohibition on companies owning
both a newspaper and a television station
in the same city. Several media compa-
nies have lobbied for the ban to be lifted. 

"This is a big, big win for diversity,”
said Andrew Jay Schwartzman, chief
executive officer of the Media Access
Project, a Washington, D.C.-based pub-
lic interest law firm that led the lawsuit. 

FCC Chairman Michael Powell criti-
cized the ruling, saying in a statement it
was “deeply troubling and hampers the
flexibility of the agency to protect the
American public.” 

WORLD BRIEFLY
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

FREE ROOM
call for details

State-of-the-art, High Pressure Truck
Mount

Professional Grade Cleaning • On time
guarantee

OLD SCHOOL
STEAM-CLEANING

BLUE RIBBON
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

locally owned and operated • 310-729-2931
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J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

Sake or Beer
Buy 1, Get Second Free

(Same or less value) One coupon per customer per visit

Sushi & Roll
Buy 1 Get Second Item Free

(Same or less value) One coupon per customer per visit

Exp. Dec. 31, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
MON - WED  11:00AM - 10:30PM
THUR - SAT  11:00AM - 11:30PM
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Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘00 Volvo C70 coupe

low miles, one owner, vin#018256 $20,995 

This Week’s Special

Vehicles for sale

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.
11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. (between Sepulveda & Sawtelle)

www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121
Serving Your Family for 21 Years

‘98 Dodge Neon Highline
Auto Trans, AC, Low miles

Vin# 340944 $3,995

2000 Hyundai Sonata
Loaded. 44K orig. mi.
Vin# 265094 $6,995

’98 Honda Civic EX
Dk. Green, Loaded, Auto

Trans, 4DR, Moon Roof
Vin# 503217  $8,995

’98 Ford Explorer XLT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles

Vin# A23720 $10,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

2000 Chevy Blazer LS 4X4
Fully loaded.  Low mi.

White/gray
VIN# 31185  $10,995

1996 Chevy Corsica
Blue/gray Must see
& drive to believe!

VIN# 81490  $2,588

1999 Chevy Malibu
Green/Gray Loaded.

Low miles
VIN# 71208  $5,495

2000 Ford F150 Super Cab
Pick-Up Silver/Gray

Low Miles.  CD Player
VIN# 40287  $10,995

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good

Vehicles for sale

Employment

$100,000 POTENTIAL. Sales
pro’s can earn100K+ as 
account reps w/Superior 
Galleries. We are the oldest and
largest rare coin dealer in the
West. 20K existing clients. No
cold calling. Beverly Hills 
location. Huge upside for right 
individual.
E-mail Richard S@SGBH.com

BABYSITTER MONDAY-FRIDAY
30-40hrs per week until mid 
September. Near UCLA,
323-783-7220

BLUE SKY Service Agency
Elderly Care & Home cleaning
service seeking Caregivers & 
Housekeepers. Please contact
Madeline 323-655-4009

COOK, SANTA Monica, wanted
for small elder-care facility, 
experience or culinary school 
necessary. Job includes meall
planning & supply ordering.
Contact Gary at 310-266-9978 or
Gstrath@aol.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
experienced for Santa Monica
office. F/T Please call Nicole at
310-828-7429

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit
female model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experience
necessary. Call (818)501-0266

FULL-TIME HOUSEKEEPER
needed, apply at the Hotel Carmel
at 201 Broadway, salary plus 
benefits.

Employment

GAS STATION Boat Dock
needs PT/FT for MDR Harbor
call Randy or Sue 
310-823-2444

LIVE-IN: BRENTWOOD Park 
retiree seeking mature live-in, light
cooking, shopping, small 
errands, CA driver’s license, good
driver, non-smoker, references,
$350/mo 310-472-5415

MERCHANDISER, PART-TIME
LHE, Inc. A National 
Merchandising Company, seeks a
permanent P/T worker to 
independently merchandise at  
local retail stores in the Santa
Monica, CA area. Flexible 
schedule, no evenings/weekends,
for immediate consideration call
800-395-LEVY Ad code 94 EOE

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks
valet parkers. Experience 
preferred, no placement 

agency.310-214-1888

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

PART-TIME LIVE-IN
Housekeeper two days a week,
Spanish speaking, neat in 
appearance. Duties Include:
Cleaning & cooking. Apply at 201
Broadway, Hotel Carmel in Santa
Monica

ROBEKS JUICE Santa Monica is
looking for motivated,enthusiastic
Associates. Positions available-
626-926-1900

PROPOSAL WRITER: WLA
Translation Agency seeks 
experienced government proposal
writer with extensive computer
skills. Organized self-starter.
Salary plus comission. Resume:
languages@lazar.com

For Sale

“BOOKS ON SALE”
8am-12pm, Thousands of titles,
$1-$3. In the alley at 627
9th Street.

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

LIMITED EDITION, “La Corrida,
The Run”, a collection of poetry &
artwork by world renowned artist
Gary Hansmann, written as he
was preparing for his first bullfight.
Prologue written by famous 
Mexican Matador Antonio 
Lomelin. The book is written in
English and translated into 
Spanish on opposing pages. Very
limited first edition of 300 
softbound 50 hardbound copies in
total. There are only 5 of the
hardbound copies left! The
softbound price is
$35.00USD+s/h. The hardbound
version includes  
original handprinted signed
and numbered etching (edition
of 50 only) and sells for $350.00
USD inc.s/h. Please e-mail 
hansmannart@aol.com for more
details and photos or call 
661-728-0071 and ask for Greg.

YARD SALE HAND PAINTED
toys & gifts.Sunday June 27
10am-? 1453 12th Street

Pets

PEGASUS PONIES! Let us bring
loving, clean, ponies & farm 
animals to your next event!
818-414-PONY, Fully insured.

WELSH CORGIES “Pembroke”
AKC Males & Females, 9 weeks
old, Champion Line Red/White
Sable/White $800/up
760-961-9098

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’00 Isuzu
Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise

(ID#4337000)
$8,995 

’99 Dodge
Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize
Tires & Wheels, Auto,

A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134) 

’99 Ford
Explorer 

Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA
‘98 DODGE GRAND

CARAVAN LE
Loaded, Light color for summer

“look”, low miles
VIN 530531  $7995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable
VIN 801616  $4,995

‘94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner,
Excellent Condition
VIN 277493  $3,995

’95 SATURN SL2
Alloy Wheels, Good Transportation

VIN 392250 $3,995

‘02 FORD THINK 
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 37 miles

VIN 1050861 $5,995

196 FORD MUSTANG
CONVERTIBLE

Alloy Wheels

VIN 231581  $6,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

2000 Lexus ES 300 Sedan 4D
White, Certified, V6 3.0 Liter, Leather, 

Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels
$19,995  (267836)

2003 Lexus LS 430 Sedan 4D
V8 4.3 Liter, 5spd Auto Overdrive

Rear Wheel Drive, Leather, Moon Roof
$49,995 (111014)

2003 Lexus LS 430 Sedan 4D
V8 4.3 Liter, 5spd Auto Overdrive

Rear Wheel Drive, Leather, Moon Roof
$49,995 (111014)

2000 Lexus GS 400 Sedan 4D
Platinum Series, Power Steering, Cruise Control

CD Auto Changer, Moon Roof
$32,995 (026314)

2001 Lexus RX 300 Sport Utility 4D
Power Windows, Tilt Wheel, Roof Racks

$27,995 (106109)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

ADVERTISE WITH
THE DAILY PRESS

CALL US TODAY
310-458-7737

YOUR
AD 

HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Kitty
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Vehicles for sale

2002 TOYOTA

ECHO Coupe 2D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Auto, AC, Power Steering,

CD player

(20221753)

2001 TOYOTA

TACOMOA PreRunner

DOUBLE CAB 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Power Everthying, 

CD player

(Z798780)

2003 SUBARU

OUTBACK 4D
Like New, AC, CD player,

Power Everything

(37617006)

2001 TOYOTA

AVALON XL SEDAN 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Auto, CD player, Power

Everthing, ABS

(1U144203)

2001 TOYOTA

SEQUOIA ltd 4D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V8, Fully Loaded

(1S028184)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

2001 Volkswagen Jetta GLS Turbo Sedan 4D
Black, Certified, Wolfsburg Edition,
Moon Roof, Single Compact Disc

$11,495  (196999)

2000 Volkswagen Cabrio GL Convertible 2D
Silver, Certified, Power Steering,

Duel Front Air Bags
$12,995 (805690)

2003 Toyota Corolla LE Sedan 4D
Black, Power Steering, 

Power Door locksl, Duel Front Air bags
$13,995  (042858)

2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse GS Coupe 2D
Silver, Power Steering, Tilt Wheel, 

Duel Front Air Bags
$14,995 (055584)

Instruction

TEEN ACTING CLASS
SUMMER 2004
Affordable & Wholesome
Call 310-403-1830

Wanted

NURSE W/20 years 
experience & excellent 
references, available for live-in
or out. 310-270-6183

PIANO TEACHER Wanted,
looking for a patient piano
teacher for lesons in my home
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

For Rent

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850,
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit,
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00  Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00  EQ Housing
Opportunity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00
Traditional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper,
newer carpet, fridge, stove,
laundry & parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00  EQ Housing
Opportunity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $2500 Large 3+2
3 Floors, 3 Fireplaces, Pool-Large
2Bd, $1700/mo, quiet,no/pets!
310-476-5637

BRENTWOOD 2+2BD Balcony,
$1895/mo,fireplace, dishwasher,
fridge, A/C, laundry, everything
new! Cat OK- 11819 Kiowa
310-820-1673

Casa Loma Apartments

101 Dudley Ave.
ONE BLOCK FROM BEACH!

Venice Beach Unf. Single
(Completely Remodeled)

$1095.00
FIRST MONTH FREE!

PARKING FREE!
UTILITIES FREE!

Sorry no pets, single occupancy only. Free 
month requires security deposit & 1 year lease.

Call Edward Romero (310) 399-1166

or sunnibill@juno.com

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony,
carpets. Convenient to
shopping, premises,
dishwasher, fireplace,
refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00  EQ Housing
Opportunity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CULVER CITY, 4bd+2 1/2ba &
sunroom.2 Car garage, two 
fireplaces, W/Dhookups,stove,
large backyard. $2800/mo
310-403-4943

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

For Rent

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri
Company. 2111 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403.

HISTORIC VENICE Canals 3+3
Serene Lower unit,stv/fridge, W/D,
free cable, HBO, Pet ok,
$3500/mo 310-822-2640

HOME IN Marina Del Rey,
2+2+Den with private, fenced
yard, shed and three cars 
gated. Breezy, hardwood floors,
large kitchen, laundry on  patio.
$2500  310-466-9256

HOWARD MANAGEMENT
GROUP

310-869-0468
AVAILABLE RENTALS

1214 Idaho #2 Totally 
Remodeled 1+1 w/Private 

patio. $1450/mo
&

2 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath
Townhouse Style for $2195
Totally Redone-A Must See

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1375/MO 2+2
12746 Pacific #8 & #3, Stove,
dishwasher, A/C, carpet, blinds,
fireplace, balcony, intercom
entry, parking, no pets. 310-
578-7512

MAR VISTA 1Bdrm 1ba $825/mo
11924 Courtleigh Drive #1 Stove,
refrigerator, carpet, blinds, utilities
included, laundry, parking, no
pets. 310-737-7933

MARINA ADJ. 2 bedroom 2.g
bath Townhouse, gated parking,
Fireplace, Balcony, Laundry,
A/C,great location. 1 Year lease.
No Pets. $1660 310-466-9256

MDR PENINSULA, 2bd 2bath.
Completely renovated, new 
everything. Hardwood/tile floors,
kitchen, granite counters.
Rooftop deck, ocean view. Two
car parking, large balcony. 1
year, no pets. 310-466-9256
$2995

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove. Block from
beach. 2 car parking, 1 year
lease, no pets. $1950  
310-466-9256

RENT IN Palisades, Spacious
1bd1ba, walk to town or beach!
Perfect for single or couple,
available July 15th, 6/mo
lease,$1250/mo. Call
310-230-0974 or 310-895-5615

SANTA MONICA $1595/mo,
Small but charming 2bd Duplex.
Hardwood,fireplace,tile,yard
835 Cedar 818-501-4100

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Lower Unit, Part. Furn., safe
neighborhood, bright, full
kitchen, off of Wilshire Blvd.,
utils. inc., amenities include
Street parking, lndry facilities,
crpts, furnished, refrig., stv,
storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00  EQ. Housing
Opportunity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $895 Single, all
utilities, parking, newly 
remodeled,  818 Cedar St.
310-268-1170 or   310-478-6100

SANTA MONICA 1+1, pet ok,
r/s,carpet, laundry, parking incld,
nr SMC, $1000
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2bd1ba New
kitchen & bath, stove, hardwood
floors,includes water & gas
$1850/mo 310-279-8979

For Rent

SANTA MONICA 3BD 2.5BA
Townhome $2750/mo Fireplace, 2
car garage, call Gail.
310-415-4497

SANTA MONICA : $1460/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double
enclosed garage,fresh
paint,water paid No
pets(818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA, 1+1, cottage,
stve, hrdwd flrs, laundry, vertical
blinds,garage. $950
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 1+1,fridge,
stove, hardwood floors, South of
Wilshire, $995
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 2+1, pet ok, r/s,
hrdwd flrs, laundry, blinds, carport
parking, $1395
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 2+1.5, twnhse,
r/s, tiled flrs, nr. SMC,w/d, parking
incld. $1500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, duplex, r/s, 
carpets, yard, full kitchen n bath,
parking incld. $850
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, fridge, new 
carpets,blinds, microwave, 5-plex,
new decor. $650
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd Apt, r/s,
carpet, laundry, w/d, parking n
utilities incld. $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd hse, pvt.
bdrm, pvt bath, quiet local, 
parking available. $350
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, fridge,
carpets, laundry, vertical blinds,
hotplate. $600
www.westsiderentals.com

SPECTACULAR OCEAN view
condo on Sunset Blvd. in
Palisades. Secure building,
pool, spa, high ceilings, wet bar,
1br, 1.5ba, gated parking.
$1,900/mo. call (805)705-8200

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/1ba  New w/d in each
unit, new bbq and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat,
mirrored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00  EQ Housing
Opportunity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE BEACH 1bd+den, 1 ba.
Beautiful Authentic Craftsman 
Duplex unit, totally restored with
new plumbing and electrical. Lots
of moldings, 1 block to beach,
parking, hardwood floors. 1 year
lease, no pets. $1795 
310-466-9256

VENICE BEACH, VERY NICE,
Studio w/fresh paint and 1/2
block from beach.1 year lease,
no pets. $825    (310)466-9256

VENICE, 1 bed+loft
Brand new totally renovated,
high,exposed beam ceilings,
oak floors,rooftop patio with
views, balcony, new bathrooms
and kitchen, gated building, new
landscaping and common
areas.
$2200- 310-466-9256

VENICE. UPSCALE Beach
house. 2 bed. Completely 
renovated, classy fixtures.Great
deck, yard, and hot tub. Wood
floors, tile, and marble counters.
Nice neighborhood-comfortable
lifestyle. 310-466-9256 $2950

For Rent

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units
available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00  EQ Housing
Opportunity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Houses For Rent

WESTWOOD 3BD2BA $2500
Open House Saturday & Sunday
6/26-6/27 1-5pm 1902 Veteran
323-344-7161

WESTWOOD, 3BD-3BA 1328
Holmby Avenue, Newer home, all
aplliances included N/S Beverly
Glen/Wilshire $4950/mo
310-410-1978

WLA 3BD 2BA House for Lease
Completely Remodeled, Large
yard, laundry room, quiet safe
neighborhood-Pets ok! $2950/mo
310-445-8649

Commercial Lease

FULL SERVICE OFFICES & 
secretarial bays available in 
upscale Santa Monica 
building. 310-883-3333

MAR VISTA 12240 Venice
852sq/ft $1220/mo & 2083sq/ft
$3000/mo-Interior Courtyard, 
includes utilities & janitorial.
310-390-7087

MEDICAL SPACE. One room
available in Beautiful Holistic 
Center, Part/Full time, low rates.
310-664-8818

For Sublease:

One office in a

three office

Psycotherapy Suite,

FT/PT, 

Santa Monica/LA

Border.  

Wilshire & Franklin 

with full amenities

and views.

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

OFFICES/CUBICLES 
AVAILABLE; Inside Creative
Space; $1200-$1500 Office
$500 Cubicle includes full use
of shared facility,kitchen,
conference room, parking etc.
(5 offices, 3 cubicles,6 work
areas) Contact:
info@oceanbridgegroup.com

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

WEST L.A. PRIME PROF.
OFFICE- Share 1,367 sq/ft. office
w/patio view, conference/filing
room, dsl line. $1350/mth.
Available 7/1. CALL 
310-479-4484

WLA 2 Room Upper, Front Office
11906 Wilshire #24 Between 
Bundy & Barrington,Open 9-5
310-569-4200

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units • Realtor and Developer

Ocean Harbor View

Residential Land $300K Call Today

310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

BEACHFRONT CONDOS for
Sale! Private Party in Rosarito.
www.oceanfrontrosarito.com

MDR 3+2.5 Townhouse 
Immaculate 1932 sq/ft Living
space. Fresh paint remodeled
granite in kitchen & bath, mirrored
walls, hardwood/new carpets,
$769K,move-in condition, Owner,
323-298-7702

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA

928 4TH ST.,  $925
Lower single, new blinds,

fridge & stove, parking

2439 OAK  $1050
Lower 1 bed, utilities paid,

new carpet, laundry room

711 9TH ST.,   $1850
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, N of

Montana, dishwasher, balcony

W LA/BW/VENICE

10906 S.M. BLVD., WLA, $850

Upper single, new carpet,

laundry room, near UCLA

1453 BROCKTON, WLA, $995

Upper 1 bed, bright front unit

fridge & stove, laundry rm

649 BARRINGTON, BRNTWD, $1200

Front upper 1bed, new car-

pet, pool, walk to San Vicente

523 GRAND, VENICE,  $1750

Duplex, 2 bed, walk to beach

new carpet, blinds, stove & more!

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller
Williams Realty Sunset
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SONIA WILLIAMS
*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*

*Palm Reader*

*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099

Personals PersonalsReal Estate Wanted

I BUY Full Price! All Cash 
3-day close! 
800-870-5162x2003

Massage

-CHOCOLATE MASSEUSE-
WHERE do you have your
tension? Back, neck, shoulder?
When? How long? How much? 
($120hr) Outcall- 24hrs. 310-
890-3531 Dolly

5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage.
Very private, very discreet,
6am-9pm. Incall/Outcall special
rate between 6am-9pm, Rachel
310-339-6709

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit.
Therapeutic, Swedish, Deep-
tissue. Energy balancing.
Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310)749-0621

Deep Tissue Bodywork
$40/hr Swedish & Thai 
Included. Non-Sexual. Paul.
310.741.1901.

EXPERIENCED HANDS will
soothe your aching body. Very
thorough, relaxing Massage.
Bundy & Montana, Frances
310-826-2275

OCEAN THERAPY: nice
relaxing massage Spanish &
Asian Staff (310)899-3709.

Massage

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European.
Professional Lady Sonja
(310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy
European therapist. Serious
callers only. (310)826-7271.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an
exquisite full body
Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage.Laura (310)394-
2923(310)569-0883.

THAI YOGA & Swedish Massage
by Thai Ladies. Non-Sexual Only
$45/hr www.phthaiyogamassage.
com Call 323-219-2845

Announcements

HOST
INT’L STUDENTS!!!

short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

OK, CALL TODAY!!!

310-393-5337
HAVE YOU had Thermage? Are
there problems with 
healing? Scarring? Pain?
Numbness?     Inform Me!!
310-471-1132

ENCOURAGING NETWORK: A
support group to develop & 
pursue your dreams & passions.
Call 310-229-5326

Announcements

ANIMAL ADOPTIONS/
Volunteers WLA Animal
group seeks homes for dogs
& cats of all ages.Loving 
volunteers needed.
310-396-2664

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of the
month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

1FREE TO A GOOD HOME
A New Film about one girl’s 
struggle with saving shelter 
animals. Four years in the 
making  written, directed, & 
produced by USC Film School
ALUM Judy Crozier. Funds are
being sought to help finish the
film at the Village  Art  Gallery
Fundraiser & Silent Auction at
458 Rodeo Drive in Beverly
Hills. Saturday, July 10,
7PM. More information at
freetoagoodhomemovie.com
RSVP- 818-872-6344

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with
excellent locations all for
$10,995. (800)234-6982.

Yard Sales

BRENTWOOD , Multi-Family 
Moving Sale! Computer, kid stuff,
12339 Gorham Ave. Sat/Sun
7/26-7/27  7-2

Yard Sales

Great Labels Designer Resale
HUGE Parking Lot Sale!
Starts Saturday June 24th at 10.
GAP to Gucci
Designer Clothing, Shoes &
Handbags
AT BLOW-OUT Prices!!

Personals

REBECCA B. PLEASE CALL
YOUR MOM!! I HAVE 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT TO
TELL YOU!! I LOVE YOU.

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$10/17 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

Business and Residential
Experienced • Reliable • Affordable

Training • Networking • Hardware • Web Design • Software

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) 989-6677

Computer Services Computer Services

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A.L.C. Electric
WE DO ALL

ELECTRICIAN WORK
ALL SPECIALTIES

AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

LIC#: 509408

310.456.6453
888.706.1452

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate -
small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

PAINTING-30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE. Reasonable

& Reliable, Call Paul.
310-828-1112-Free 

Estimates

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Cabinetry

310-428-1602

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design,installing and
troubleshooting.16 years
experience with audio/video 
systems,satellite,cable,telphone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

Services

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with 

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
locally owned and operated 

310-729-2931

ELECTRICAL PROFESSIONALS
Affordable & Reliable to install 
fixtures,fans, additional plugs, and
switches. 310-897-1022

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HAULING & DEMOLITION
COMPUTER SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL, CONSTRUCTION,
GARAGE CLEAN UP

CALL JOE GOMEZ
310.327.9599

PAGER: 310.796.3501

7 Days a
week!

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674 

Services

Need Help?
on

Gardening   Moving   Painting
Odd Jobs   Clean Up   Laborers

CALL TO GET

H.E.L.P
Homeless Empowerment Labor Program

(310) 570-8902
Donations Gratefully Accepted

For more information go to www.helpwork.org

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own
transportation. $40 (818)705-
0297.

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry

All Work Guaranteed

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

Services

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 673-2443

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, Free
Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

Services

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 

Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Computer Services

(310) 395-6884 

Computer Repairs Computer Repairs Computer Repairs    

Networking, Set-Up, Installation, 
Training, Wireless (WiFi), DSL/Cable, 
Virus Protection and Removal  

Fast On-Site  
Service  

For Business or In-Home 

YOUR
AD 

HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no
charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m.
prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE:
To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop
in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

ADVERTISE WITH
THE DAILY PRESS

CALL US TODAY
310-458-7737
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By The Associated Press 

■ NEW YORK – Australian rock band INXS, which
has kept going with guest vocalists since Michael
Hutchence died in 1997, has enlisted reality TV guru
Mark Burnett to help them find a new singer. 

Burnett’s reality series “Rock Star” will air next sum-
mer on CBS, the network announced Thursday. 

His obvious model is Fox’s “American Idol.” Burnett
will hold auditions in the United States and in London,
Tokyo and Sydney, Australia. The top contenders will
live together in Hollywood and compete live each week. 

INXS, which had the hits “What You Need” and
“Need You Tonight,” will embark on a world tour with
their new singer. 

Burnett’s pedigree as producer of “Survivor” and
“The Apprentice” made “Rock Star” a concept eagerly
sought by the TV networks. 

“Rock stars offer rich material for the reality TV
world,” Burnett said. “They are colorful personalities
and charismatic performers who make great reality TV
characters.” 

■ NEW YORK – After an 11-year break from the
theater, Neve Campbell is making her Broadway debut. 

The former star of television’s “Party of Five” and
the “Scream” movies will perform in Allan Knee’s play
“Syncopation,” which opens Oct. 24. She previously
appeared in the Toronto production of “The Phantom of
the Opera” during her teen years. 

“I just feel the urge to get back on stage now,” the 30-
year-old told The Associated Press on Thursday. “I’m
sort of disappointed in the scripts I’m reading. I would
rather go do a play than sit at home moping. I know it
will help me grow as an actor, and it will be good to
work my muscles again.” 

Campbell plays an introverted factory worker in turn-
of-the-century New York who dreams about dancing.
Her character begins taking ballroom dance lessons on
the sly, where she meets a man (played by Michael
Hayden) with similar fantasies. The two fall in love. 

■ SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic –
Randal Kleiser, director of “Grease” and “The Blue
Lagoon,” will begin filming a romantic comedy in the
Dominican Republic next week. 

Amanda Bynes and Chris Carmack will star in
“Lovewrecked,” production supervisor Paul Jaconi
Biery said Thursday. 

Bynes will play a college student who goes on vacation
in the Caribbean. Carmack’s character plays in a band and
the two meet during a concert at a hotel, Biery said. 

Filming, set to begin Monday, will take place around
the northern town of Puerto Plata, one of the country’s
most popular tourist areas. 

■ ROME – An exhibit to be shown in Milan and
New York will explore the work of one of the least
known Renaissance artists, Fra Carnevale, putting on
display his paintings as well as pieces by some masters
he knew during his life, including Piero della Francesca
and Filippo Lippi. 

The show aims to be one of the most comprehensive
exhibits ever on Fra Carnevale, a Dominican monk who
lived in the 15th century and worked in Italy as an archi-
tect and painter, organizers said Thursday. 

The exhibit will run from Oct. 12 to Jan. 9 at Milan’s
Brera museum. It will then be on view at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York from Feb. 1
to May 1. 

Highlights include “Nativita della Vergine (Birth of

the Virgin),” which is on loan from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and a companion panel, “Presentazione
della Vergine al Tempio (Presentation of the Virgin in
the Temple),” from Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts. 

The two works were part of an altarpiece for a church
in Urbino, a central Italian city where Fra Carnevale
lived and developed his art. 

■ LONDON – In love letters to Prince Charles,
Camilla Parker Bowles told how she yearned for him
and urged her lover to withstand “the onslaughts of that
ridiculous creature,” his wife, Diana, a newspaper
reported Thursday. 

The Daily Mail published details of letters it said
had been shown by the princess to her biographer,
Andrew Morton. 

Diana had found them when she searched her hus-
band’s briefcase looking for evidence of his affair with
Parker Bowles, the newspaper said. 

According to the Daily Mail, Parker Bowles urged
Charles not to feel guilty about their liaison and
promised to be his “forever.” 

She describes how her “heart and body aches” to be
with him. “I yearn to be with you day and night, to hug,
comfort and love you,” she writes to the man she calls
“my most precious darling.” 

Morton met Diana in 1991 while researching his
biography, “Diana: Her True Story,” which revealed the
princess’ bulimia, loneliness and distress at her hus-
band’s unfaithfulness. 

In a now-famous 1995 TV interview given two years
before her death at age 36 in a Paris car crash, Diana
said there had always been three people in her marriage
_ a reference to Parker Bowles. Diana and Charles
divorced in 1996 after 15 years of marriage. 

In excess? Reality show to provide band with singer


