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Group goes from “Horror Story’ to powerful
storytelling

»HEDWIG AND
THE ANGRY
INCH

LICENSIN

BROADWAY

Courtesy Photo

Season 10 Productions, born from the pandemic production of “American Horror Story,” will be performing “Hedwig & the Angry ltch” at

Venice’s Electric Lodge this weekend.

THOMAS LEFFLER
SMDP Staff Writer

A new theater troupe on the
Westside has been through their
own horror stories, looking to turn
their tribulation into theater magic
one show at a time.

Season 10 Productions,

born from a crew of production
assistants on the 10th season of
“American Horror Story,” continues
its stage ventures over the next two
weekends in Venice, performing
“Hedwig & the Angry Itch” at The
Electric Lodge. The third show ofits
inaugural season, Season 10 has the
look of a seasoned crew already due

to their relentless passion.

“I've been wanting to work in the
theater professionally ever since I
was a kid, and to be doing it with so
many wonderfully talented people
has been the absolute joy (of) my
life;}” “Hedwig” Director Jack Boyle
said. “I think it all comes down (to)
were all perfectionists and we all

really want this to be the best thing
it can be, but we also know that
we have some important stories to
tell that we want to share with the
world”

The groups storytelling bonds
were built on “Story;” a television

SEE THEATER PAGE 15
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Formerly homeless
renter protection
advocate
appointed to Rent
Control Board

THOMAS LEFFLER
SMDP Staff Writer

A longtime renter protection
advocate ~ who  experienced
homelessness in her youth will now
have the opportunity to shape the
conversation of renter’s rights in her
community.

At the June 13 meeting of the
Santa Monica Rent Control Board,
Kay Ambriz was unanimously
selected to serve on the board,
taking the position previously
filled by Lonnie Guinn before his
resignation in April. Ambriz was
appointed to the vacant seat, and
will serve through the November

SEE APPOINTMENT PAGE 12

Accused rental
scammer loses
third lawsuit
against SMDP

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

Santa Monica resident Patricia
Anglano has lost her third lawsuit
against the Daily Press for its
coverage of the City’s complaints
against her.

Anglano has now lost three
identical lawsuits against the
paper. In the most recent ruling,
Anglano’s case for defamation was
dismissed and the judge advised
her to move on from her vendetta
against the paper.

SEE ANGLANO PAGE 12
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FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!

If you don't like what we have
to say we will give you a copy
of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE
WITHOUT
JUDGEMENT!

YOUR CHOICE

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM

INCLUDES
FULL XRAYS

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERV!

*Emergencies can be seen today
*No interest payment plans

*Our dentists and staff members
are easy to talk to
\

AND OF COURSE WE

- Invisalign
- Periodontist on Staff

- Oral Surgeon on Staff

- Cosmetics and Implants
- Zoom bleaching
- and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703
(310) 736-2589

SANTA MONICA

Bourget Bros. offers Expert Repair
on all of your tools:

[oiasi0= &
Compressors L "t -

<

Demolition Hammers & More

Rotary Hammers

Strip Nailers
Cordless Tools

Pneumatic Tools

Blade Sharpening
Saw Blades
Gardening Tools
Knifes and Scissors

Bourget Bros. Building Materials [ ZIREE T IE0 3N w0
1636 - 1 1th Street regulations and comes with a 90-day

Santa Monica, CA 90404 warranty. Stop in or call us to schedule
bourgetbros.com e (310) 450-6556 |RV207)
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A California senior lost S700K
to scammers. Now she’s asking
the state to slow bank transfers

RYAN SABALOW

Special to the Daily Press

Alice Lin’s husband died, and she found
herself alone and caring for a disabled son.
Then two years ago, the 81-year-old Alhambra
woman said she started getting texts from a
stranger on a messaging app.

Over the course of a series of friendly
chats, he convinced her to wire $720,000 —
her entire life savings — to a cryptocurrency
app.

So she did - in seven separate in-person
transactions at her local bank over three
weeks. Her life savings disappeared, along
with the man who scammed her. For a time,
she said she contemplated suicide. But then
she got angry - at her bank.

“Despite many red, red flags, my bank
failed to consider that I might be a victim
of elder fraud,” Lin told the California
Assembly’s Banking and Finance Committee
this week. “And they did not even contact my
daughter, who is the joint account holder on
the account.”

In the months since, Lin started working
with Consumer Attorneys of California to
sponsor Senate Bill 278, a measure aimed at
preventing elder fraud scams like the one that
drained Lin’s investment accounts.

The bill, by Napa Democratic Sen. Bill
Dodd, would require that financial institutions
delay transactions of more than $5,000 by at
least three days if they “reasonably” suspect
an elderly person is a victim of fraud. Banks
would be required to train their employees
to spot red flags, such as an unusually large
and sudden transaction. Banks would also
have to take steps to inform an elderly
customer’s designated “emergency financial

Photo by Fred Greaves for CalMatters
LAWMAKERS: State Sen. Bill Dodd has a bill to try to help seniors who may have been
targeted by scammers.

contact” or joint account holder - someone
like Lin’s daughter — of a suspected fraudulent
transaction.

“Elder financial abuse is everywhere,
Dodd told the banking committee. “Losses
exceed $23 billion annually. Once a senior
falls prey to financial fraud, they may never
recover.”

Dodd’s bill passed the Senate this spring
with support from every prominent senior
advocacy group in California, including
the AARP. The measure originally faced
intense opposition from the state’s banking
and business lobbies, though they’ve since
softened their stance after the bill was recently
amended.

The financial institutions cite worries that
they’d be forced into defacto conservatorships
that would give them too much control over an
elderly customer’s finances. The restrictions
would also limit how quickly customers get
their cash for legitimate expenses.

It was a concern shared by Roseville
Republican Sen. Roger Niello who cast the
lone “no” vote when the bill was before the
Senate’s judiciary committee last month.

“As the bill exists now, it seems to me we
run the risk of more conflict between seniors
and their financial institutions than we do
limiting elder abuse,” said Niello, who used
the opportunity to give Dodd, 68, a good-
natured ribbing about his age.

“I want you to know you don’t look a day
over 90,” said Niello, who is 76 and the third-
oldest member of the Legislature.

Dodd told the Assembly committee that
the bill has been amended to limit the liability
banks could face “when they do the right thing

SEE SCAM PAGE 4
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California lawmakers fast-
track restaurant exemption
to hidden fees law

DAN WALTERS

Legislation that would make it easier
for restaurants to set food prices without
including add-on fees is being whipped
through the Capitol in warp speed.

On Tuesday two Assembly committees
endorsed the newly drafted Senate Bill
1524, that would exempt restaurants from a
law passed last year requiring businesses
to include any fees for service, employee
benefits or other items in the prices they
quote to customers.

When it was introduced the 2023
legislation, SB 478, was hailed as a major
reform to make consumers more aware
of their final bills. Attorney General Rob
Bonta, who sponsored the legislation,
was especially boastful.

“Today, California is eliminating hidden
fees,” Bonta said in a joint statement
with the authors. “These deceptive fees
prevent us from knowing how much we
will be charged at the outset. They are bad
for consumers and bad for competition.
They cost Americans tens of billions of
dollars each year. They hit families who
are just trying to make ends meet the
hardest.

“With the signing of SB 478,” Bonta
continued, “California now has the most
effective piece of legislation in the nation
to tackle this problem.”

Sen. Bill Dodd, a Napa Democrat and
co-author of SB 478, agreed, saying, “With
the governor’s signing of this historic
bill, we can finally take aim at dishonest
junk fees that are tacked onto seemingly
everything — from online concert tickets
to hotel reservations.”

SB 478 takes effect on July 1. But
a couple of weeks ago, Bonta’s office
released an advisory that restaurants
would have to follow the new law, and
restaurant owners and unions reacted,
claiming that they assumed their added
fees would be exempt.

Dodd quickly grabbed SB 1524, which
was parked in the Assembly, stripped out
its language and inserted new verbiage
allowing restaurants to exclude fees from

their menu prices if their menus include
“clear and conspicuous” notices that such
fees exist.

Thus patrons would have to search
menus for such warnings — even so, SB
1524 would give restaurants an extra year
to place the language in their menus.

Restaurant industry lobbyists and
union officials contend that SB 478 would,
in effect, eliminate negotiated service
fees and therefore deprive employees
of income. It is, however, a specious
argument. There’s nothing in the new law
to prohibit restaurants from folding fees
into their quoted prices and using the
income for whatever purpose it is being
used now.

The real reason the industry dislikes the
new law is a fear that disclosing complete
prices of meals would discourage
customers from dining out. In other words,
they want to continue their bait-and-switch
tactics with the Legislature’s blessing.

When SB 478 was being heard in
legislative committees last year, Bonta
sent representatives to stress his support.

For instance, Eleanor Blume, Bonta’s
assistant for economic justice, told
the Assembly Privacy and Consumer
Protection Committee that he “is proud to
sponsor SB 478 to bring an end to hidden
fees in California,” adding, “Businesses
use hidden fees or junk fees to pitch an
artificially low headline price to attract
a customer before revealing additional
charges later in the buying process.”

However, no one from Bonta’s office
testified on SB 1524 Tuesday, implying
that he doesn’t oppose the restaurant
exemption. Bonta is a very likely candidate
for governor in 2026, and his major rival
may be Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis, who
lists herself as a co-sponsor of the new
bill along with the California Restaurant
Association.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, a restaurateur
himself, probably will have the last word
on whether California consumers get
shafted while politicians play games.

This article was originally published by CalMatters.
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AU 16poll — WaTER TEMP: 67.6
FRIDAY SURF: 2-3ft
FAIR Thigh to waist

Small surf with light onshore (NW) wind crumble currently expected.
There should be enough NW windswell and leftover SW swell to be
rideable but overall it looks weak - likely the smallest day of the work
week.

SATURDAY SURF: 1-2ft
POOR TO FAIR Knee to thigh

Still generally small but on a slow rebuilding trend through the day as
a new, long period SSW swell fills in (ahead of a peak later Sun and
Mon). For certain points/reefs that really focus the long period swell it

could get kinda fun late.

B Weather,

Friday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, mostly sunny, with
a high near 69.

Friday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy,
with a low around 62.

Saturday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, mostly sunny,
with a high near 71.

Saturday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly
cloudy, with a low around 62.

Date Day Time (LST/LDT) Predicted (ft)High/Low
2024/06/21 Fri 04:10 AM -0.93 L
2024/06/21 Fri 10:46 AM 3.47 H
2024/06/21 Fri 2:47 PM 2.48 L
2024/06/21 Fri 9:15 PM 6.44 H
2024/06/22 Sat 04:50 AM -113 L
2024/06/22 Sat 1:28 AM 3.53 H
2024/06/22 Sat 3:29 PM 2.50 L
2024/06/22 Sat 9:55 PM 6.51 H
2024/06/23 Sun 05:31 AM -1.20 L
2024/06/23 Sun 12:12 PM 3.59 H
2024/06/23 Sun 4:15 PM 2.52 L
2024/06/23 Sun 10:38 PM 6.43 H
2024/06/24 Mon 06:13 AM -114 L
2024/06/24 Mon 12:58 PM 370 H
2024/06/24 Mon 5:08 PM 2.55 L
2024/06/24 Mon 1:24 PM 6.16 H
2024/06/25 Tue 06:56 AM -0.92 L
2024/06/25 Tue 1:44 PM 3.88 H

X Duily Loitely

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com
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Draw Date: 6/19
4 27 44 50 64
Power#: 7
Jackpot: 72 M
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M“‘" Jackpot: 80 M

Draw Date: 6/19

1st: 01 - Gold Rush

2nd: 09 - Winning Spirit
3rd: 08 - Gorgeous George
Race Time: 1:49.32
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22 23 32 38 41

Mega#: 25
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Yoy c Alight-hearted fun read.
Yo% Well written, particularly useful, instantly accessible.
Yoy yc ...Hecht has a joyful eye and fabulous taste

Daily Press Food &Wine Columnist Merv Hecht takes available at
you on an delightful tour of the world of wine. A fun amazon

way to increase your appreciation and knowledge of wine.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

City of
Santa Monica

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Proposals for:

Stormwater BMPs Inspection & Maintenance
SP2708

The City of Santa Monica is inviting proposals from qualified persons or firms interested in providing technical
and maintenance services in support of the City’s existing stormwater infrastructure for an initial term of five
years (5) years, with one (1) option for renewal of two (2) years for the Inspections, Operations, & Maintenance
of Stormwater BMPs.

The purpose of the RFP is to select the most qualified consultant to provide a variety of services to support the
operations and maintenance of the City’s stormwater structural Best Management Practices (BMPs). The
services would include cleaning of catch basin connector pipe screens and inspecting catch basin screens;
inspecting trash separating devices; inspecting drywells; inspecting bioswales; providing professional
operations services for stormwater treatment facilities; and inspecting other stormwater features as stated in
the RFP for the subject project.

RFP questions to be submitted to via Opengov Procurement no later than 3:00 p.m. on July 1, 2024.

Proposers shall upload proposals via Opengov Procurement no later than 3:00 p.m. on July 17, 2024. Size
of the electronic proposal shall not exceed 10 MB.

RFP Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at: https://procurement.opengov.
com/portal/santa-monica-ca.
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Reader Questions — Why Can’t
We Speak In the Meeting?

KELLY G. RICHARDSON, ESQ., CCAL

Question: We have a dispute with our
HOA board and tried to inform those
present during open meeting time and
were not allowed to speak. We were told
this was not on the agenda and this is
private. Is it not our right to disclose what
we do not want kept private? CW.,, Vista

Dear Kelly: Last night | attended a
board meeting and wanted to speak at
open forum. | was denied as | was told |
had not signed up in advance to speak.
This was never the policy when | was
on the board. If you showed up and
wanted to speak, we listened. | was told
| should have looked for a signup sheet
and signed up if | wanted to address the
board. | didn’t see the signup sheet. Did
the board violate any regulations by not
allowing me to speak due to their new,
unpublished rules? Thank you in advance
for your reply, P.H., Torrance

Dear CW. and P.H.: The Open Meeting
Act (Civil Code Sections 4900-4955)
provides at Section 4925(b) that any
member may speak at any membership
meeting or open board meeting. The
board must set a reasonable time limit for
this part of the meeting, commonly called
“member forum” or “open forum.” A time
limit per member should be established,
as well as an overall time limit for the
open forum portion of the meeting. As
to topics not on the agenda, Civil Code
4930(b) expressly acknowledges that
open forum remarks may be off-agenda
topics since that statute allows the board
to answer questions on such topics from
open forum.

C.W, if you wanted to use your open
forum time to discuss your dispute with
the association you should be free to do
so, within the time limit.

P.H., sign-in sheets help alert the board
if many people wish to speak, but it should
not be an absolute requirement because it

SCAM

FROM PAGE 2

to protect elderly people, their customers.”

That eased some of the concerns from the
13 financial and business groups, including
the California Chamber of Commerce, that
are listed as opponents to Dodd’s bill.

“We think what’s in front of us right now,
while it’s going to be a heavy lift for credit
unions, the good outweighs the work that’s

is arguably an illegal impediment to open
forum remarks. Only members have the
right to speak in open forum, a valuable
part of board meetings that healthy HOAs
embrace.

Best, Kelly

Dear Mr. Richardson: Our board was
not elected by homeowners. There
was no quorum for the vote. However,
the management company appointed
who they wanted and kept some of
the experienced board members. This
group then appointed an Architectural
Committee who revised the guidelines
we have lived with for decades. They
have really overstepped any authority
they might have. Then to compound the
problem, the management company
called a meeting on a weekday morning
when most owners are at work. Do we
need to contact our attorneys to resolve
this mess? L.M., Temecula

Dear L.M.: The manager cannot
appoint directors and cannot advocate
for or against any person regarding
board seats. The architectural guidelines
should be adopted by the board, not a
committee, and members are required to
be notified at least 28 days before any
such rule changes are adopted. Except for
retirement communities, my client HOAs
mainly meet in the evenings. If your board
is deaf to the desires of a majority of the
community, don’t go to court — go to your
neighbors and begin the groundwork for
a new board that will listen to the majority.

Sincerely, Kelly

Kelly G. Richardson CCAL is a Fellow of the College
of Community Association Lawyers and Partner of
Richardson Ober LLP, a California law firm known for
community association advice. Send column ques-
tions to Kelly@roattorneys.com. Past columns at www.
HOAHomefront.com. All rights reserved®.

going to go in there,” Robert Wilson, a lobbyist
with the California Credit Union League, told
the banking committee this week. “This is
going to protect seniors.”

Wilson and other bankers remain leery
of how Dodd’s measure would be enforced
- a matter that Dodd says will get cleared
up by the time the bill reaches the Assembly
Judiciary Committee next week.

This article was originally published by CalMatters.
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In rain, snow and drought,
California’s fights over water
rights, supplies persist

i

Photo by Loren Elliott for CalMatters

WATER : Anglers try their luck from the Antioch Fishing Pier at the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta in Rio Vista on May 29, 2024. The Delta is a fishing hotspot for numerous species of

gamefish.

DAN WALTERS

Legal rights to use water — particularly
those obtained prior to 1914 — lie at the
heart of California’s perpetual wrangling
over the allocation of increasingly limited
water supplies.

For years state officials have been
trying, with limited success, to reduce
farmers’ diversions, increase river flows
and restore declining numbers of fish,
particularly salmon, and other wildlife.

The conflict occurs even during periods
when the state receives abundant rain
and snow and its reservoirs are full. But it
becomes more intense during the state’s
periodic droughts, as illustrated by what
happened in 2014 when then-Gov. Jerry
Brown, citing “one of the driest years in
recorded state history,” proclaimed a state
of emergency.

The state Water Resources Control
Board began notifying agricultural water
agencies that they must curtail diversions
from the Sacramento and San Joaquin
river watersheds — essentially the entire
Central Valley — having “determined that
the existing water supply ... is insufficient
to meet the needs of all water rights
holders.”

The state clearly had the authority
to curtail diversions by agencies, with
rights granted after the state assumed
managerial control of California water
in 1914 — ironically exactly one century
earlier. However, those with pre-1914
rights balked, contending that under state
law the board could not order them to
decrease diversions.

Political and legal squabbling ensued
and the issue wound up in the courts, and
in 2022 an appellate court ruled that the
water board did not have legal authority
to order pre-1914 rights holders to reduce
diversions.

Although the case centered on the
board’s drought-induced curtailment
orders, everyone involved knew that the
outcome could affect the larger issue of
water rights and the overall allocation of
water supplies.

Environmental groups that had
been pressing the board to become
more assertive on water rights were
disappointed. “A recent decision by
California’s Sixth District Court of Appeal
highlights everything that’'s wrong with
California water law,” two officials of Cal

SEE GUEST COMMENTARY PAGE 7
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Just be honest

Editor:

Voters are smart enough to realize that besides eroding trust in local elected officials,
Council leaks out of closed session cost resident taxpayers real money, . Christine
Parra’s defense of such lawbreaking (SMDP 6/18 “Council votes not to proceed with an
investigation into closed session leaks”) is disturbing and embarrassing.

Make no mistake, such leaks violate state law. The L.A. County District Attorney’s
Public Integrity Division stands ready to investigate and enforce, but not if the Council
itself votes for a cover-up. This is the second time in just three years that the “change
slate” voted to prevent an investigation from going forward.

Closed session leaks and cover-ups are not normal — far from it. During my
experience on the Council, going back to 1998, allegations of leaks were never an issue
until after the 2020 election. Something new and extremely concerning is happening
behind the scenes at City Hall, and voters should demand transparency and justice.

Instead, Parra pulled a page fromthe Trump playbook, accusing other Councilmembers
of “weaponizing the city attorney’s office for political gain.” Wait a minute, who'’s been
saying that about state and federal Departments of Justice? Buy the nice lady a MAGA
hat!

The change slate’s hitherto unacknowledged conservatism was revealed by
something else Parra said in dismissing concerns about Councilmembers’ honesty and
integrity: “..this is not the first time that we’ve seen the liberal minority use this body for
political gain...”. Whoal! If we have a liberal minority, that means we have a conservative
majority... for the moment.

Integrity and ethics will, and should be, a major issue in November’s election. Last
Tuesday’s Council inaction, as reported by the Daily Press, makes it clear we need to
clean house and restore our City Council to trustworthy representation of Santa Monica
voters. We can’t afford to keep Councilmembers who believe living up to the honesty
we expect of them is merely optional. Christine Parra and your allies, | have to say it
again: your behavior is an embarrassment.

Kevin McKeown, Retired former Mayor

Santa Wonica Daily Vress

Classifieds

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
or email cindy@smdp.com

Affordable Local Plumber

Santa Monica Drain Co is your
local plumbing company. We offer
same-day service at an affordable
price. Licensed. Bonded. Insured.
310-422-8915

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED HERE

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Santa Wonica Daily Wress office (310) 458-7737


https://www.ppic.org/browse/index/?q=water+rights
https://calmatters.org/tag/water/
https://calmatters.org/tag/water/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions/archive/H047270M.PDF
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2022/10/legislature-must-step-up-for-water-rights-of-all-californians/
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High court blocks anti-tax

measure from California ballot

ALEXEI KOSEFF

Special to the Daily Press

The California Supreme Court sided with
Gov. Gavin Newsom and Democratic leaders
in the Legislature on the constitutionality of a
sweeping anti-tax measure, ruling Thursday
that it cannot go before voters in November.

The business community-sponsored
initiative, formally known as the Taxpayer
Protection and Government Accountability
Act, broadly aims to make it more challenging
to raise taxes in California, including by
requiring the Legislature to seek approval
from the voters for any new or higher state
tax.

Newsom and legislative leaders sued
last fall to stop the measure, arguing that it
amounts to an illegal attempt to revise the
California Constitution and would impair
essential government functions.

In a unanimous decision, the Supreme
Court agreed, ordering Secretary of State
Shirley Weber to refrain from taking any steps
to place the initiative on the Nov. 5 ballot.

The proposed changes “are within the
electorate’s prerogative to enact,” Justice
Goodwin Liu wrote, “but because those
changes would substantially alter our basic
plan of government, the proposal cannot be
enacted by initiative””

Proponents, led by the California Business
Roundtable, introduced the initiative to crack
down on what they contend are loopholes
created by legislators and court rulings
that weakened previous voter-approved
tax accountability measures and allowed
an unelected administrative bureaucracy to
flourish. It has been heavily supported by the
real estate industry and a private ambulance
company, which frequently battle local
governments over taxes, fees and assessments
to fund public services.

The measure would also increase the

GUEST COMMENTARY

FROM PAGE 5

Trout, one of the environmental groups,
wrote in CalMatters, adding, “the decision
shields a class of property owners whose
rights were enshrined in law at a time
when the rights of citizenship, land
ownership and common decency were
only afforded to a privileged few.”

Farm interests were, of course, pleased
with the decision as they sparred with
the water board over the larger issue of
how much water must remain in rivers to
support wildlife.

Environmental groups have urged
the board to issue new water quality
standards for the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta that would indirectly reduce
agricultural diversions. Jerry Brown and
his successor, Gavin Newsom, have urged
the adoption of “voluntary agreements”
on diversions without a legal showdown
over water rights, but that effort has not
yet succeeded.

Last year legislation was introduced
to bolster the water board’s curtailment
authority, implementing a report by UC

Santa Wonica Daily Press

margin to pass a voter-initiated special tax
at the local level, to two-thirds from a simple
majority; restrict how officials can calculate
the cost of fees that fund public services
and programs; and reclassify some of those
charges as taxes.

These changes could upend the operation
of California government at every level,
prohibiting administrative agencies from
setting levies and requiring the Legislature
or local governments to turn to the voters to
adjust them. Cities, counties and the unions
that represent their employees have raised
alarms that the initiative would blow a hole
in their budgets, threatening their ability to
provide essential services.

Opponents argued in court during a
hearing last month that, rather than simply
amending tax law in the state constitution,
this amounted to a fundamental restructuring
of how government operates — a more
substantial change that can only be proposed
by a two-thirds vote of the Legislature or
through a constitutional convention. The
initiative’s proponents countered that the
power of the legislative branch has always
been shared with the public and urged the
justices not to intervene in a political conflict
that should be settled by voters.

Democratic lawmakers had already placed
a competing measure on the November
ballot designed to undermine the California
Business Roundtable initiative.

The legislative measure flips the California
Business Roundtable’s own higher standards
around, requiring any changes to the
threshold for approving state and local taxes
pass by that same margin. So if voters adopt
it, the tax initiative would need to secure two-
thirds support from the electorate to become
law, rather than a simple majority, a high
hurdle for a statewide ballot measure.

This article was originally published by CalMatters.

Berkeley’s Center for Law, Energy and the
Environment, underwritten by the water
board, recommending that “the state
needs to implement curtailments on a
regular basis, not only in times of extreme
crisis.”

The most important, Assembly Bill 1337,
would have given the water board direct
authority to order curtailments of pre-
1914 rights holders. However, it sat in
limbo for more than a year until its author,
Assemblywoman Buffy Wicks, an Oakland
Democrat, finally dropped it this month.

The only survivor is AB 460, by
Assemblywoman Rebecca Bauer-Kahan,
a San Ramon Democrat, which would
increase fines for illegal water diversions
and is blessed by a multi-party agreement.

The drought orders, the appellate
court decision and the non-action by
the Legislature this year indicate that
California’s water rights remain a major
bone of legal and political contention as
the larger struggle over water allocation
continues.

This article was originally published by CalMatters.

office (310) 458-7737
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TAXES

ALL FORMS e ALL TYPES o ALL STATES

¢ (310) 395-9922

@ SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
. 100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800 ¢ Santa Monica 90401

ps\santamoy .
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Buy Local 3
SANTA MONICA

Support your community!

UFOs and the Forces of Light:
Here to Help Humanity

WHO ARE THE FORCES OF LIGHT?

Saturday, June 29
2:30 pm

Santa Monica Public Library
MLK Jr. Auditorium
ta.Monica Blvd.
onica, CA 90401
FREE.ADMISSION

Hear Dick Larson—a popular guest on radio talk shows
nationwide, counselor, educator, and student of the
Ageless Wisdom teachings—explain how UFOs, the
World Teacher Maitreya, and the Masters of Wisdom are
beginning to work openly among us—to inspire a complete
transformation of life on Earth!

Come and learn why this is the most important time of change
in human history!
shareinternationalsocal.org


https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/21-0042A1%20%28Taxes%29.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/21-0042A1%20%28Taxes%29.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/21-0042A1%20%28Taxes%29.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions/documents/S281977.PDF
https://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions/documents/S281977.PDF
https://calmatters.org/politics/2023/08/california-taxes-ambulance-fees/
https://calmatters.org/politics/2023/08/california-taxes-ambulance-fees/
https://www.calcities.org/news/post/2024/05/08/all-eyes-on-state-supreme-court-as-justices-weigh-2024-ballot-measure
https://www.calcities.org/news/post/2024/05/08/all-eyes-on-state-supreme-court-as-justices-weigh-2024-ballot-measure
https://calmatters.org/politics/elections/2024/05/california-taxes-ballot-measure/
https://calmatters.org/politics/elections/2024/05/california-taxes-ballot-measure/
https://taxpayerprotection.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FACT-SHEET-ON-RESPONSE-TO-TAXPAYER-PROTECTION-ACT-LAWSUIT.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-measures/pdf/aca-13.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-measures/pdf/aca-13.pdf
https://calmatters.org/politics/2024/06/california-taxes-supreme-court-ballot/
https://calmatters.org/environment/water/2023/09/california-delta-bay-plan/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Managing-Water-Scarcity-Report-April2023.pdf
https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/bills/ca_202320240ab1337?slug=CA_202320240AB1337
https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/legislators/buffy-wicks-165044
https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/bills/ca_202320240ab460?slug=CA_202320240AB460
https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/legislators/rebecca-bauer-kahan-165035
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2024/06/california-water-rights-fights-bills/
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Malibu

PACIFIC PALISADES

$6,995,000
$995,000 1180 Fiske St,

. Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
19777 Grand View Dr,

4BR 5.5BA, 4,365 Sq Ft
Topanga, CA 90290 i
Listed by Michael Edlen, DRE
#00902158

Listed by Lisa Saver, DRE #01203202 Coldwell Banker Realty
Sotheby’s International Realty

TOPANGA CANYON

2BR1BA, 1,126 Sq Ft

PACIFIC PALISADES

$3,700,000

335 Beirut Ave,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

4 BR 2.5 BA, 2,711 Sq Ft SANTA MON ICA

Listed by Peter Maurice, DRE #01129738
& Tregg Rustad, DRE #01349144

Rodeo Realty

Bought with Elisa Crispi, DRE

FEATURED

$3,850,000 SANTA MONICA

#02068150
Compass

219 22nd St,
Santa I\r;lonica, CA 90402 $5,295,000

3BR2.5BA, 2,626 Sq Ft 709 10th St
Listed by Beth Styne, DRE #00815705 Santa Monica, CA 90402

Coldwell Banker Realty
4 BR 3.5 BA, 3,326 Sq Ft

Welcome to this Greene and Greene
inspired craftsman-style home north of
Montana. Situated in the award-winning
Roosevelt School District and just steps
from the vibrant shops and restaurants
on iconic Montana Avenue.

Listed by Bjorn Farrugia, DRE

#01864250
© SOLD @ FOR SALE iorm@bjorniarugia.com

All data gathered at redfin.com §auta monica IDC(i["? 101’ 9%
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Brentwood

SANTA MONICA

$6.,145,000

627 Euclid St,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

4 BR 4 BA, 2,497 Sq Ft

des

Listed by F. Ron Smith, DRE #00961954
& David Berg, DRE #01481236

Compass

Bought with Ryan Siebel, DRE #01973121
Compass

Monica

{ ]
VENICE Venice

$1,990,000

1141 Palms Blvd,
Venice, CA 90291

3 BR 2BA, 1,375 Sq Ft

Listed by Anita Akhavan, DRE
#02177412
Sotheby’s International Realty

Marina
del Rey
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MOST LOVED

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

We are sincerely honored
to be voted Santa Monica's

most loved real estate
brokerage 3 years in a row!
Engel & Volkers Santa
Monica is a global luxury

' - AWARD-WINNING EXPERTS IN
service brand, and we SANTA MONICA REAL ESTATE!
would be delighted with the
opportunity to serve you.
ENGEL&VOLKERS
l\ IO ST LO‘ 7ED T
| | |
REAL ESTATE AGENT ENGEL & VOLKERS SANTA MONICA

I'm incredibly grateful and
humbled to have been voted
Santa Monica's most loved
real estate agent 2 years in
a row! It has been an
absolute pleasure serving the
Westside community and
helping with their real estate
needs for the past 20 years.

Engel & Volkers
1123 Montana Avenue

(310) 460-2525

Each Engel & Vélkers real estate brokerage is independently owned and operated. Engel & Volkers fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All
listing information is from sources deemed reliable. However, no representation is made as to the accuracy or completeness thereof and should be independently verified. License #: DRE 01911544
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SMARTSWEETS CANDY SHOP

Come join the low-sugar candy brand SmartSweets
at their first ever Mobile Candy Shop to try their
latest innovations and new and improved recipe. The
mobile candy shop will be full of candy-fied games,
exclusive merch drops, nostalgic activations, content
worthy gifting and a sweet tooth playlist. Runs from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at The Brig, 1515 Abbot Kinney Blvd.,
Venice. For more information, contact Katie Hawkins at
smartsweets@autumncommunications.com.

MAKE MUSIC LOS ANGELES

Join three Santa Monica neighborhood associations
for concerts presenting a wide variety of bands. These
concerts are part of the Make Music Los Angeles
festival, a global celebration of music observed in 800
cities across 110 countries on the summer solstice.
Shows will be at Beach Park 1, 2600 Barnard Way,
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; Colorado Center Park, 26th St.,
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.; and at Palisades Park between
Colorado Ave. and Adelaide Drive from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. Performers at Colorado Center Park include Mac
Nix, Kyle Spleiss and Tom Nolan; while the Palisades
Park show includes Captain Dan for Kids, Tutu School
Dancers and SaMoHi String Quartet.

PRIDE SUNSET SWIM

Enjoy a queer, safe, accessible, judgement-free space
for everybody with fabulous pool floats and s’mores at
the historic Annenberg Community Beach House, 415
Pacific Coast Highway, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Outside
food welcome, no glass, no alcohol. $10 for adults, $5
for seniors (60 and above).

SATURDAY | JUNE 22

DOUGLAS PARK PLAYGROUND RECONSTRUCTION
MEETING

The City and Landscape Structures Inc. would like
to meet and hear directly from residents about the
Douglas Park Playground Reconstruction Project. Starts
at 10 a.m. at Douglas Park, 2439 Wilshire Blvd., at the
bike track next to the playground.

VENICE SUMMER FEST

Welcome to the Venice Summer Fest 2024 on Venice
Blvd. in downtown Mar Vista, running from 12 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Free admission. Get ready for live music,
delicious food, shop local artists and exciting activities
for all ages. Dog friendly event. Summer Fest Social
Garden tickets $65, can be purchased at: https:/
www.eventbrite.com/e/venice-summer-fest-2024-
tickets-859228464467.

SOUNDS OF SANTA MONICA- PRIDE EDITION

As an extension of the Sounds of Santa Monica live
music series, families can get their groove on during
the inaugural Sounds of Santa Monica: Pride Edition
and enjoy family-friendly live musical entertainment by
LGBTQIA+ performers. Runs from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. at

i - - . x
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Santa Monica Place mall. Free admission.

SUMMER OF STRUM INTRODUCTION TO UKULELE

Steve Rose, longtime ukulele instructor at McCabe’s
Guitar Shop, teaches you a few chords and basic
strums to start you on your ukulele journey. Bring your
own instrument, borrow one (supplies are limited), or
check out a Ukulele RED Kit. For adults and teens.
Starts at 2 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room of the Santa
Monica Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd.

PRIDE ON THE PROMENADE

From 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the Third Street Promenade,
everyoneisinvited to revelin live musical performances,
indulge in PRIDE-themed treats, snag some free swag,
engage in games and much more. Local service
providers and community groups will be present along
the Promenade, offering support and resources for
the LGBTQ+ community. Performers include Big Kim,
Blow Brass, Jeffrey Chan and Kao Wonder. Pets are
welcome.

PRIDE BAR CRAWL

Celebrate Pride with the 7th Annual Pride Bar Crawl,
beginning at Cabo Cantina on the Third Street
Promenade at 4 p.m. Dress in vibrant attire and express
your true self in a safe, welcoming space. A portion
of every ticket sold goes directly to Pride non-profit
organizations nationwide, including 20% of this year’s
proceeds going to the Trevor Project. Drink specials
will be hosted at Cabo Cantina, Barney’s Beanery,
Britannia Pub, Jameson’s Irish Pub and Santa Monica
Whaler. After party from 10 p.m. to 12 p.m. at Lanea.
Tickets $25, to purchase visit: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/the-official-pride-bar-crawl-santa-monica-7th-
annual-tickets-765152641147.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB

Read the book and join the lively discussion.
The Crossing Places by Elly Griffiths, For ADA
accommodations, call (213) 228-7430 at least 72 hours
prior to the event.

SUNDAY | JUNE 23

SANTA MONICA HISTORY MUSEUM EXHIBIT

Check out the new pop-up exhibition at the Santa
Monica History Museum, “Telling Stories of Mexican
California: Real Life and Myth Making,” from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. at 1350 7th St. This evocative exhibition invites
visitors to embark on a journey through the intricate
tapestry of California’s pre-statehood history, offering
a nuanced exploration of the narratives that have
shaped California’s identity. Produced in partnership
with the California Historical Society and Exhibit Envoy
Museum. Free admission.

CHESS SUNDAYS

Make your move as chess players of all ages and levels
are invited for weekly casual play on the 1200 Block
of Third Street Promenade from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Play
a game with a friend as some chess sets (including a

EVENTS

few giant ones) will be provided, but you are welcome
to bring your own. No sign-ups or advance registration
required. This event is a partnership between the Santa
Monica Chess Club and Downtown Santa Monica, Inc.

DRIED FLORAL ARRANGING CLASS

Join The Cove for a fun and creative Dried Floral
Arranging Class at Colorado Center Park, 26th St.,
beginning at 3 p.m. Learn how to arrange beautiful
dried flowers and create a stunning arrangement that
will last for months. This in-person event is the perfect
way to spend a relaxing afternoon surrounded by
nature ands female community. Included are a white
vase, selection of premium dried florals to choose
from, floral clippers and supplies to use during the
class, and a beautiful arrangement to take home and
enjoy. General admission $75, can be purchased at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dried-floral-arranging-
class-tickets-919765412107.

MAGIC FUNDRAISER FOR ROCK THE VOTE

Albie Selznick & Friends will be performing for one night
only at lllusion Magic Lounge, 1418 4th St., to support
Rock The Vote. Doors open at 5 p.m. Scheduled to
perform are Selznick, Pop Haydn, Siegred Tieber, Arthur
Trace, David Stryker, Michael Rayner, Lauro Castillo
and Andrew Goldenhersh. General admission $40, to
purchase visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-magic-
fundraiser-for-rock-the-vote-tickets-885713431717.

MONDAY | JUNE 24

SENIOR WRITING GROUP

1-2:30 p.m. Palisades Branch Library, 861 Alma Real
Drive, Pacific Palisades. No RSVP is required. For
questions, you can email Kathy at kathleenkatims@
gmail.com or call 310-569-3492. Kathy Katims, founder
of Saved by a Story, will be leading an ongoing writing
group for seniors. New members are welcome to
all sessions. Write to prompts, share (if you want),
connect with fellow seniors in the neighborhood,
hone your writing skills, and find your story. RSVP is
recommended but not required. If you RSVP Kathy
will send you a welcome packet, guidelines, and a
reminder the day before the meeting. More information
and to RSVP, email Kathy at kathleenkatims@gmail.
com or call 310-569-3492.

AIRPORT COMMISSION

The Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the
City Council in matters pertaining to the administration
of Santa Monica Municipal Airport and other aviation
matters affecting the City. The Airport Commission
meets on the 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers, except in August and December
when the Commission is in recess. Santa Monica City
Hall, 1685 Main Street, 7 p.m.

20 QUESTIONS TRIVIA @ O’BRIEN’S
20 Questions Trivia is like no other trivia show, because
you’re a part of the show. Wrong answers count for
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partial credit if they’re funny. Every week the show
has a theme, and all the questions and/or answers
revolve around that theme. That makes it possible to
figure out the answer even if you don’t know it. And
every question is followed by a song, which is usually
an additional clue to the correct answer. O’Brien’s
Irlsh Pub & Restaurant, 2226 Wilshire Blvd, 8 - 10 p.m.
https://www.20questionstrivia.com/

MAGIC SHOW WITH MAGICAL KATRINA

Find yourself astounded by the many tricks of
Magical Katrina! Kids and families are invited to join
us for a magic show that will surprise and delight.
Recommended for ages 3 and up. This event is
put on with the generous support of the Library
Foundation. For ADA accommodations, call (213) 228-
7430 at least 72 hours prior to the event. Donald
Bruce Kaufman - Brentwood Branch Library, 11820 San
Vicente Boulevard, Los Angeles.

SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP AT HEAL THE BAY AQUARIUM
June 24— July 26; Grades: K-8, Price: $400/week, $85/
day. Sea otters, reef sharks, polar bears — oh my! The
ocean is as varied as it is vast, and we can explore it
all together! Join us as we embark on an epic journey
around the world, learning about several distinct ocean
ecosystems and the animals that live there. From
learning about breaching whales and tiny shrimp to
comparing playful penguins to mysterious narwhals
— your camper’s thirst for adventure will be satisfied.
Finally, each week will end with discussions on the
impacts humans have had on the chosen ecosystem
of that week and the ways your camper can make
a difference and protect our oceans. Discover the
thrills and spills of life under the sea this summer. Join
now — adventure awaits! https://healthebay.org/event/
summer-science-camp-at-heal-the-bay-aquarium/

DECODEN DESIGN

Personalize a trinket box or claw hair clip in Decoden,
a Japanese style of decorating with faux frosting and
kawaii charms. All materials will be provided. For ages
12-18. Santa Monica Public Library, 601 Santa Monica
Blvd. 4 -5 p.m.

Submit your
event at

smdp.com/
events

M
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ANGLANO

FROM PAGE 1

Anglano, who stated in court she is also
known as Tricia Anglano, first filed a small
claims suit against the Santa Monica Daily
Press, the Santa Monica Lookout and the
Canyon News back in 2021 over coverage
of a settlement related to tenant harassment.

The City filed its case against Anglano
alleging an elaborate scam against more than
ten people who responded to online ads to
rent a room in her Santa Monica apartment.
According to the City’s complaint, Anglano
first extracted money from applicants for
the room, and then, once their checks were
deposited, subjected them to bizarre and
harassing behavior designed to make them
flee the apartment — or never move in at all.

She claimed that publication of a 2018
news story about the settlement in that case
defamed her and sought $10,000 from each
publication. The court rejected her case in
July 2022. Her second suit against the paper
was dismissed when she failed to appear in
court.

Anglano also failed to appear during the
initial hearing for her third attempt but in
an effort to end the legal harassment, SMDP
pursued an in-person ruling.

During the scheduled May 23, 2024,
hearing inside the Small Claims Court,
Anglano insisted she had never received
the cross complaint documentation despite
evidence provided by Ross Furukawa,
Publisher of the Daily Press, that it had been
sent to the address filed in Anglano’s initial
complaint.

In an attempt to prevent this case from
going on any longer and since both parties
were actually present in court, Judge Pro Tem
Danny Lewis opted to give Anglano about an
hour or so to review and familiarize herself
with the cross complaint documentation.

A few minutes after Anglano left the
courtroom, Daily Press reporter Scott
Snowden, who was also in attendance,
ventured outside to offer Anglano the
opportunity to comment or make any kind
of statement if she so wished.

After identifying himself as a reporter for
the newspaper, Anglano became agitated
and uncooperative.

“The guy’s completely unkempt. He looks
like he just is getting out of bed and he looks
obviously very crazy. So I'm going to stop
this conversation with you and just tell you
guys bullshit,” Anglano said, adding, “You
better go home. Take a shower. Okay and
wash your mouth ... You know, you can put
that in writing. Go home, take a shower, talk
to mama. Okay. And then you know what?
Shave okay? Because you look ridiculous,’
she said as she recorded the exchange on
her phone.

Once the court was back in session and
the case resumed, Anglano claimed both
Snowden and Furukawa had harassed her
and announced that she would be seeking a
restraining order against both. She repeated
lies that the Daily Press had paid for the
original 2018 story (“Santa Monica City
Attorney’s Office obtains judgment against
tenant in rental scam case”) to rank higher
on Google searches, that the paper was
stalking her online and that the original story
was false. She also broached new falsehoods
that Furukawa had a criminal record, which
he does not.

“I've never been involved in a rental
scam. I'm a victim of identity theft in 2018,
Anglano told the Judge.

That original press release is still live
on the City of Santa Monica’s website and

LOCAL

Furukawa said all the paper had done was
report the news.

“Our job as a local newspaper is to inform
our readership of stuff that they need to
protect themselves,” Furukawa said.

Anglano repeatedly interrupted Furukawa
even after she'd had a chance to speak.

Judge Lewis told her, “I think your life
would be better if you just ignored them and
went your separate ways.”

Anglano said she couldn’t and that she
would appeal a loss. She also said she would
continue to make online posts targeting the
company.

Anglano presented no evidence to support
any of her claims but her behavior prompted
the court to end the hearing without making
a final ruling and ask SMDP employees
to wait until Anglano had cleared the area

Our job
as a local
newspaper 1s
to inform our
readership of
stuff that they
need to protect
themselves

- Ross Furukawa

before departing to prevent any additional
outbursts.

The ruling dismissing her case was then
mailed to both parties.

Anglano has a robust history with the
courts, both real and fictional. She has a
litany of failed lawsuits against individuals
that she accuses of stealing her dog, an
LA animal shelter employee she accuses of
refusing to return the dog to her, pro-bono
lawyers she believes were in a conspiracy
against her and individuals she believes
defamed her in a custody fight.

She has also appeared on the TV show
Judge Faith where a tenant accused her of
harassment. Anglano lost the TV case as well
with the judge saying her behavior was so
aberrant that she should be paying tenants
to live with her, not the other way around.

It is the policy of the Daily Press to run a
story on any attempt by anyone to take legal
action against it.

“We have a procedure for when somebody
attempts to sue us, we’'ll write about it so
we're always transparent,” Furukawa said.

Regarding the counterclaim, the court
did not award damages to the Daily Press for
legal, reputational damage and time.

editor@smdp.com

APPOINTMENT

FROM PAGE 1

2024 municipal election where she intends to
earn a full four-year term.

Ambriz has been incredibly active in the
Santa Monica renters community, having been
a member of the Santa Monica for Renters’
Rights (SMRR) Steering Committee and also
working on the SMRR hotline assisting callers
with various issues. Those roles, she noted in
her board application, made renter education
her “top issue” and reason for applying.

“As I have seen firsthand as a SMRR
hotliner, many residents are ill-informed
about their rights,” Ambriz wrote. “I plan to
address this issue by being as knowledgeable
about the law myself and educating the public
wherever possible via in-person workshops,
Zoom meetings, neighborhood association
meetings (and) various club meetings.

Along with her SMRR contributions,
Ambriz’s first hand experience with rental
issues has gone deep, as she experienced
homelessness in her youth due to familial
issues. During high school, Ambriz’s mother
was able to receive Section 8 housing, a
circumstance she “was very aware and
appreciative of.

“Without rent control, I would have been
priced out of Santa Monica years ago,” Ambriz
added. “I know many other city residents
share this experience. Now, I would like to
use my lived experience and education to help
others by serving on the Rent Control Board”

Politically, Ambriz has supported a wide
range of local campaigns for pro-housing
ballot measures, such as Measures GS, RC
and EM. She was also appointed by Santa
Monica City Council in 2019 to serve on the
Social Services Commission (now the Human
Services Commission), working in the role
for three years.

The same support she received from

smdp.com

Council during that time was given by the
existing Rent Control Board members, who
unanimously supported the candidate during
candidate discussion. Board Chair Ericka
Lesley stated that she’s “throwing her hat in”
for Ambriz due to her dedication and also
having “compassion for our tenants and also
our landlords” Lesley added that prospective
candidates should “stay in the clear middle”
of rent issues, an impartiality Ambriz stated
was a result of her law background, attending
Hastings Law School with a housing rights
issue focus.

“I'm dedicated to fostering open
communication between tenants, landlords
and policymakers to ensure that the needs
and concerns of all stakeholders are taken
into account,” Ambriz told the board prior to
her selection.

Ambriz also received endorsements from
City Councilmember Caroline Torosis and
former Santa Monica Mayor Sue Himmelrich,
making her a standout candidate. Along with
Ambriz, residents Phillis Dudick and Thomas
Touzin also threw their name out for the
position, something Board Vice-Chair Kurt
Gonska was appreciative of.

“It’s really great to see so many members
of the community who are passionate about
this and want to become involved and want to
give back to the community, and obviously are
very knowledgeable about our role here and
our mission here ... to the other (candidates),
I hope you'll stay involved,” Gonska said.

November’s election will be for two open
seats, the seat Ambriz now holds as well as the
seat of Anastasia Foster, who announced she
will be running for an open seat on the Santa
Monica College Board of Trustees. Dudick
announced her intention to run for the open
seats during the June 13 meeting.

thomas@smdp.com

Courtesy Photo
RCB: Kay Ambriz, a renter protection advocate who experienced homelessness in her youth,
has been appointed to serve on the Santa Monica Rent Control Board.


https://www.smgov.net/uploadedFiles/Departments/Rent_Control/About_the_Rent_Control_Board/Staff_Reports/2024/RcB061324_Item_06A_Appointment_of_Applicant_to_Unscheduled_Vacancy_on_SMRCB.pdf
https://smdp.com/2018/12/14/santa-monica-city-attorneys-office-obtains-judgment-against-tenant-in-rental-scam-case/
https://www.santamonica.gov/press/2018/12/13/santa-monica-city-attorney-s-office-obtains-judgment-against-tenant-in-rental-scam-case
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i TODAY'’S BIRTHDAY (June 21)

PUZZLES

ARIES (March 21-April 19). People aren’t always having
the kind of fun it looks like they're having. The inner
dynamics of groups and parties can be very different from
what’s projected. To be sensitive to this, and savvy about
social illusions, is to have an edge.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). What seems like a risk to
one person is the only option for someone in a different
situation, and therefore a no-brainer. Before you get involved
in an endeavor, learn where the players are coming from,
how your situation is the same and how it is different.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Life is usually a trade-off, but
today it’s just offerings and gifts. You won’t have to give up
the old to get something new. All options exist side by side
like sweet confections in a dessert case. You'll have your cake
and eat it, too.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It’s a creative high for you,
with usual associations like writing or playing music, and
extended variations of the art of life, too — like designing an
experience for another person, or bringing together disparate
elements in the name of worship, solutions or play.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Relationships may seem one-
to-one, but they exist in a web. Each alteration relates to
everything connected in the web. So new additions cause
exponential change.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When there’s too much to do,
nothing gets done well. This is why you'll step back, survey
the scene and decide on the single most important thing.
Then you'll not only execute the task, you'll elevate it to an
art form.
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Newsday Crossword
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You have no idea about the intangible magic you wield except that people are drawn to your charisma and delighted by your company. It
leads to many charmed outcomes, some you’ll take to the bank, some to the memoir. Even though you retrain yourself to stop thinking in
terms of a destination and stick with the moment, Gemini and Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 2, 5, 16, 33 and 28.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Everything feels better when
you can just be you. If you feel you must filter the picture or
slant the story to favor yourself, it might say something about
how well you're connecting with the person you’re with. Are
they capable of a deeper connection?

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You're leading things
whether you realize it or not. When you're comfortable,
everyone around you will be comfortable. And how can you
possibly relax with this much on your plate? Call in some
backup and delegate a few tasks.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You'll approach the
day with an easy intelligence, naturally gravitating to the
moves that are smart, graceful, logical and practical. It can all
be accomplished without cracking a book or opening a case
to see the inner working of things.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Just because you can fit
into a group doesn’t mean you should. Stick with the people
who make you feel hopeful, curious and excited. And if you
don’t know them yet, you will soon. Start the search tonight.
Mingle in new places.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Because life moves and you
move with it, you're always going to be a different person
when you sign up to do a thing from the person you are after
the delivery. Predict whether future-you is going to be happy
about what past-you signed up for.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You've a teacher’s heart
and an instinct about people’s needs and potentials. You'll
be proud to see others making good use of the lessons you
imparted. Knowing your contributions make a difference is
an affirmation of your instinct.
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MORE OF STAN'S CROSSWORDS! Play FREE from Stan's archives of Easy,
Hard and Sunday puzzles at: tinyurl.com/stan-newman-crosswords



Santa Wonica Daily Wress

THEATER

FROM PAGE 1

sensation that continued production on the
10th season, “Double Feature,” during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Boyle said that while
they “were low on the totem pole” on the
production staff, they “shared this complete
love and bond of creating artwork” that kept
them going.

“Hedwig” producer Athena Saxon called
the experience a “collective trauma,” but
ultimately a key learning experience.

“We worked really hard, and it (came from)
a place of just coming together and really
making the best out of a terrible situation and
learning a lot,” Saxon said. “And for some of
us, it was their first opportunity to ever be in
the industry ... it was part of transition for us.”

Now transitioning into making their own
productions, Season 10 began with a sold-out
run of Martin McDonagh’s “The Pillowman,”
followed by a limited engagement of Neil
Simon’s “California Suite” Looking for
inspiration for the third show, Boyle and
friend Tyler Marshall saw the original
Hedwig, John Cameron Mitchell, on tour and
knew what they would do next.

Marshall, playing the lead role in the

LOCAL

musical dramedy about the female recording
artist, called the show a “drag stand up act”
that has been a dream role since seeing
Mitchell perform on Broadway.

“(Hedwig) is so universal, and I always
felt like not one type of person always has to
play the role, (it) can be people of different
shapes, creed, sizes, and I think all of us can
see a little bit of ourselves in Hedwig ... I'm
honored that I get to put my own stamp on
it Marshall said.

Working at The Electric Lodge in the leadup
to the shows, the group was complementary
about its Venice abode, thrilled to be able to
bring “Hedwig” to the Westside.

“It’s such a wonderful community, (it)
almost reminds me of my high school theater
in that there’s such a community of people of
all different ages and different people from
different backgrounds,” Boyle said.

Performances at The Electric Lodge will
take place at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
with a 3 p.m. matinee Sunday show, then
following the same schedule next weekend.
For tickets, visit Eventbrite or follow Season
10 on Instagram @season10stage.

thomas@smdp.com

Courtesy photo
THEATER: Tyler Marshall stars as Hedwig in Season 10 Productions’ “Hedwig & the Angry
Itch,” a role Marshall has wanted to play for years.
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Better Credit.
Better Life.

We are a top rated and fully bonded credit

repair consulting company. We are extremely 5 stars on

yelp

aggressive and also teach you how to maintain
good credit. After reviewing your credit report,
our Credit Consultants determine a customized
fee based on your situation.

P -
Give Us A Call Today! (877) 212-2450
fixyourcreditconsulting.com

DENTAL nsurance

Medicare does not cover dental care'. That means if you need dental
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out
of your own pocket.

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to
crowns and dentures.

° See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
° No deductible, no annual maximum
° Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-323-7468

3, dental50plus.com/santamonica

Here's the informat on
You requested on Dental insurance

""Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states.
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN); Rider
kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).

6255



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hedwig-the-angry-inch-the-electric-lodge-tickets-876356103697
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