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News of the Weird has reported on how
single acts of sexual intercourse
wound up costing men (e.g., tennis
star Boris Becker) staggering amounts
of money. In March, Harry C.
Stonecipher resigned under pressure
as CEO of Boeing for having an affair
with a Boeing lobbyist, and the New
York Post, examining regulatory filings,
concluded that Stonecipher had thus
forfeited bonuses and incentives that
could have been worth about $38 mil-
lion. While more than one act may have
been involved, the pair were stationed
in different cities, and published
reports indicated that the affair had
only recently begun. 

Today is the 172nd day of 2005.
There are 193 days left in the year.

One hundred years ago, on June 21,
1905, French philosopher, author and
playwright Jean-Paul Sartre was born
in Paris. 
In 1932, heavyweight Max Schmeling lost
a title fight by decision to Jack Sharkey,
prompting Schmeling’s manager, Joe
Jacobs, to exclaim: “We was robbed!” 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

“Three o’clock is always 
too late or too early 

for anything you want to do.”

JEAN-PAUL SARTRE
FRENCH PHILOSOPHER (1905-1980)
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PLAY IN A BAND
WORKSHOP

JUNE 22 THRU -  AUG 10
SIGN UP NOW!

(310) 453-1928
1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102

Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN  — City officials
have given their approval to the
opening of a rapid bus line intend-
ed to make the trip between Santa
Monica and LAX faster and more
seamless.

The Big Blue Bus’ latest public
transportation service, the Rapid 3
line, was celebrated with a cere-
mony attended by 30 city and
county officials on Monday, who
said the express bus ride will offer
a myriad of features that will make
it more appealing to commuters,
residents and tourists traveling
along the Lincoln corridor.  

City Councilman Herb Katz,
who spoke at the ceremony, noted
Santa Monica recently placed fifth
nationwide for its sustainability
measures and said he is proud to live
in a city which provides high-quali-
ty public transportation options.

“I’m excited about the new line
because it will be the fastest way
to travel between LAX, Santa
Monica and downtown,” Katz
said. “It’s great to be part of a
community that offers this kind of
service.”

The Rapid 3 line will run north
and south along a 10-mile stretch
of Lincoln Boulevard, from
Wilshire Boulevard and Fourth
Street to Aviation Station, near the

Los Angeles Airport. There will
be 13 stops in each direction. 

Riders generally will not have to
wait more than 15 minutes at a
stop, if they use the service
between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m., and
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays. 

The cost to ride will be the
same as non-rapid buses at 75
cents for a regular adult fare and

BY CORTNEY FIELDING
Special to the Daily Press

After decades of juggling the
interests of Santa Monica’s auto-
mobile dealerships with those of
area residents, City Hall is gearing
up to loosen long-time restrictions
on car dealers at the risk of over-
looking ongoing resident com-
plaints.

City officials have devised new
standards that will grant the city’s
18 dealerships the ability to
stretch out — allowing them to
build parking garages on residen-
tial lots for both inventory and
customer parking, while also per-
mitting the expansion of their
existing buildings and show-
rooms. 

The proposed provisions,
which could reach the City
Council this fall, are designed to
ensure an industry — which
brings in more than $6 million in
sales tax revenue for City Hall

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Local business
representatives involved in the
solid waste industry are question-
ing the method by which City Hall
has called for a broad sweep of
utility fee hikes.

A group of refuse professionals
said their knowledge of the indus-
try and interests as residents has
prompted them to act on the com-
munity’s behalf to seek answers
for the perceived obscure account-
ing methodology by which they
said City Hall is proposing utility
rate increases over the next few
years in solid-waste, water and
wastewater service rates. The
increases are intended to shore up
the city’s declining utility funds. 

The group, associated with San
Kardashian, owner of the private-
ly-held Southern California
Disposal Company located in
Santa Monica, argue City Hall

Residents feel they’re getting raw deal

Rob Wynne/Special to the Daily Press
A fire truck squeezes past another truck unloading new automobiles near Honda of Santa Monica on 19th Street. Some
residents are concerned that trucks loading and unloading new cars on city side streets create traffic hazards.

A bit LAX:
New rapid
rolling out

Ryan Hyatt/Daily Press
RAPID FIRE: City Councilman Herb Katz, Big Blue Bus director of transit ser-
vices Stephanie Negriff, and Metro CEO Roger Snoble celebrate the new Rapid
3 line’s unveiling at a ceremony on Monday.

Utility hikes
to be decided

See DEALERSHIPS, page 4

See UTILITIES, page 8See RAPID, page 9



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Plan a mini-happening to cele-

brate the Summer Solstice at some point in your
day. Revive your spirit with the change of sea-
sons. Opt to be a little more experimental —
even if it’s just for a day. Enjoy the moment.
Tonight: A summer ritual.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★ A partner demands your attention,

which, of course, you will give him or her. Still,
you might decide that you want to seize more
control over your daily life. Don’t worry about
expressing yourself. The Sun pushes you for-
ward. Tonight: Listen to someone’s opinion, or is
it a tirade?

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Others change their tune one more

time. You can either flow with their whimsical
style or get uptight. What would feel better?
Study your finances more carefully. You might
want to sock away some extra money. Tonight:
Get ready for a talk.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ The Sun enters your sign

today, initiating your birthday period and the
summer. Why not get as much done as possible
so you can celebrate later? Adjust to a different
approach that someone else suggests. Tonight:
The fun starts late.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Though you love the summer, you

still might want to relax a little more with the Sun
moving into Cancer today. Use the time and
space to allow your imagination to run rampant,
even more than usual. Tonight: Meet a pal for an
early dinner.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Deal with the basics, keeping your

eye on the long term. Sometimes you concen-
trate on details too much. In the next month,
carefully think about what end results you want,
be it with work, family or your home life. Listen to
a friend. Tonight: Mosey on home.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Pressure to produce and perform

to the maximum will build in the next few days.
You might want to revise your schedule and elim-
inate the frivolous, for now. Responsibilities will
call. Look for shortcuts. Tonight: Discuss time
issues with someone who is more efficient than
you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Money matters weigh on your

shoulders. Yes, you might have to revise your
budget. Before you take any radical actions, con-
sider finding some experts or friends who think
much differently from how you do. Tonight: Do
your normal thing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Use the daylight hours to the

max, when you are all smiles and the Moon’s
energy is still in your sign. You might completely
change your plans because of a dear friend or
associate. Make it OK, and flow. Tonight: Slow
down. You need some thinking time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Use the daylight hours to carefully

check out a problem. How much of this situation
is being created in your head or because of your
rigid views? Adapt your thinking, and everything
will be easier. Tonight: Accept an invitation out.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Friends and groups still play a

substantial role in your day and in your realizing a
long-term goal. Soon you will be called on to
make plans that will cause your desire to happen.
The practical will follow the theoretical. Tonight:
Make it an early night.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Bosses change their minds at the

last minute. As a result, your focus could change
at the last minute. You need to stay focused and
agreeable. At the moment, you might have had
enough. Still, don’t do anything dramatic.
Tonight: Celebrate the summer.
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Thinking
about

Bankruptcy?

New bankruptcy regulations will take effect in the next six
months. These new laws will effectively shut the door to many in
need of Chapter Seven Bankruptcy protection. If Bankruptcy is
the right choice for you don’t get shut out.

Call Today For A Free Consultation

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.453.8320

Get the facts now...before it’s too late!

Sunset Grill
A  C O N T I N E N T A L  C A F E

F O O D  T O  G O  •  D E L I V E R Y  •  D I N E  I N

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R

Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays
1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Fantastic Spot for Breakfast
Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

“IT’S HARD TO SPEND MUCH HERE; IT’S EQUALLY HARD
TO WALK OUT UNSATISFIED” — THE GOOD LIFE

TRY OUT OUR BREAKFAST CREPES OR OMELETTES
BASQUAISE, GOOD MORNING PASTA

“THE CHEAPEST LATTE IN TOWN!”

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310-806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com Christina S. Porter

Vice President

Specializing in Leasing 
& Selling Office &

Industrial Buildings

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
releasesreleases
Email to:Email to:

editor@smdp.com editor@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

65°

For the first time in a few years, the city’s
budget shows a surplus. The majority of the sur-
plus already has been earmarked for programs
intended to improve the quality of life in the
Pico neighborhood; help better address home-
lessness; streamline the planning process; better
maintain streets, parks and landscaping;
increase the focus on the arts; and build the new
library.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Where
do you think the budget surplus should be
spent? Are the city’s major needs being covered
or has something been overlooked?” 

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses in the weekend
edition. Please try to limit your comments to a
minute or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

The SW swell is expected to keep some fun going around
south-facing breaks with  chest- to shoulder-high sets, but
less frequent, and with size more chest than shoulder. NW
wind swell is looking minimal, knee- to waist-high or so.
Note that onshores could pick up a little earlier. 
It will be mostly clear except patchy night through morning
low clouds and fog. Highs in the upper 60s to lower 70s at
the beaches. Lows 55 to 60. 

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Sponsored by...

TUESDAY 3:46 -1.4 2:35 2.3 10:21 3.8 9:02 7.1
WEDNESDAY 4:32 -1.7 3:24 2.4 11:10 3.8 9:49 7.2
THURSDAY 5:19 -1.7 4:17 2.4 12:00 3.9 10:38 7.0
FRIDAY 6:05 -1.2 5:09 2.3 12:52 3.7 11:25 6.7

The Galley
Rediscover service, rediscover the Galley!

EST. 1934

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

PERSONAL • BUSINESS • OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

IRS 
PROBLEMS?

Grads return to Art Institute for chili reception 
By Daily Press staff

The Art Institute of
California earlier this
month created a tastebud
challenge. 

The smell of chili
filled the hallways at The
Art Institute of Califor-
nia–Los Angeles on June
2, as a group of culinary
graduates returned to
their alma mater to show
off their idea of what
makes “the perfect chili.”
Culinary alumni compet-
ed in the First Annual
Alumni Chili Cook Off
held in the student-run
restaurant, BISTRO 31. Entries included everything from “Cajun kickin’ chicken &
sausage chili” to “Jamaican hot mamma chocolate chili,” as well as more tradition-
al recipes such as “Cajun persuasion chili and Texas red bean chili.”

The event brought out a panel of judges ready to satisfy their palates, including
Stewart O’Dell from the Santa Monica Daily Press, Stan and Mindy Stewart from
Sterling Meats, Danny Harold from of Harold Catering, and Ron Zartman who is
the executive chef of Catering by Field. In addition to the judges, the competition
attracted students, staff and faculty ready to give their own opinions of who boasts
the best recipe.

When the chili tasting was completed, Glenn Smith, a 2003 Culinary Arts grad-
uate who is now the general manager of Coco’s Restaurant in West Covina and
owner of his own catering business, Chef “G’s” in Fontana, took top honors with his
“meaty meatless chili.” He received a cast iron pot and other gifts from Surfas
Restaurant Supply and Gourmet Foods in Culver City. When asked what his secret
was, Smith replied, “I wanted to try something different. I wanted to make a meat-
less dish that would fool meat-eaters. I did some research and found a ‘meatless
meat’ by Lightlife, and it turned out to be really good. I added some portobello
mushrooms and other spices, and you really couldn’t tell it was a vegetarian chili.”

Smith’s chili will now be featured on the menu of BISTRO 31 during the sum-
mer months, which is open to the public beginning July 25. The restaurant is
designed so that every graduating student has the opportunity to work with the pub-

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Katherine Mitchell is this week’s mystery photo winner. Mitchell
accurately described that this photo was taken at Chess Park on
the Santa Monica beach. Mitchell has won a gift certificate to
Izzy’s Deli. Check out Monday’s edition for the next mystery
photo contest.

Best of PALs

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
The Santa Monica Police Activities League (PAL) distributed its annual Chris Carrey PAL
Education Fund scholarships this past Wednesday at the annual PAL recognition luncheon at
the Sheraton Delfina. PAL officer Erik Milosevich (left to right), program supervisor Karen
Humphrey, PAL officer Matt Rice and PAL director Patty Loggins-Tazi paid tribute to volun-
teers. Nine high school students were awarded scholarships, ranging from $500 to $1,500.

See BRIEFS, page 13
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each year — stays put in Santa Monica.
However, by pleasing dealers who

have felt the weight of a restrictive zoning
policy for decades, nearby residents are
likely to have a mixed reaction to the
standards, said city associate planner Liz
Bar-El. While the new provisions could
ease parking shortages in certain neigh-
borhoods, some will not be happy with the
increased presence of the expanded deal-
erships.

Moreover, while focusing on dealer
grievances, the new provisions don’t
address what has become the most com-
mon complaint among residents — the
loading and unloading of inventory trucks
on residential streets. City Hall currently
allows dealership trucks to sit idle on side
streets with engines running while cars
are loaded and unloaded.

The practice is legal during normal
business hours, but some residents claim
to have seen unloading taking place as
late as 2 a.m., waking them up in the
process.

The majority of complaints that City
Hall has received about car dealerships
over the years have been about street
inventory loading, said City Hall spokes-
woman Judy Rambeau.

Rob Wynne, who has lived across from
Honda of Santa Monica for years, said he
routinely calls City Hall about an issue he
says is not just inconvenient, but also dan-
gerous. He said cars must swerve to avoid
the trucks, which are oftentimes parked in

the middle of the road. 
“What’s it going to take before the city

stops this?” he asked. “It’s going to take
some little kid getting run over.”

Wynne said for the past year he has
complained to City Hall about the dealer-
ship’s unloading of vehicles during all
times of the day and night on 19th Street,
between and Arizona Avenue and Santa
Monica Boulevard. 

The response he has gotten has been
form letters, thanking “him for his inter-
est,” Wynne said.

The trucks park in the middle of the
road, oftentimes blocking traffic in both
directions, and sometimes blocking fire
trucks from entering and exiting a nearby
fire station, Wynne added.

However, Santa Monica Fire
Department Chief Jim Hone said the

trucks haven’t caused a problem thus far.
“This is the first I’m hearing about it,

and I’m sure if it was an issue it would
have been brought to my attention,” he
said.

Bar-El said trucks are allowed to
unload on side streets between 8 a.m. and
5 p.m. directly in front of the dealerships,
as long as they aren’t blocking driveways.
She admitted that dealerships often vio-
late the law by parking in the central lane
of the street.

“The City Council knows it’s illegal,”
Wynne said. “It’s unethical and the selec-
tive enforcement of this is criminal. They
should be ashamed of themselves.”

Honda of Santa Monica representatives
weren’t available for comment.

Planning Commissioner Darrell
Clarke, who worked on the new dealer-
ship standards, agreed that the practice
could be a public safety issue, but said it
didn’t come up in commission discussions
with city staff. The emphasis was placed
on relieving dealer concerns and trying to
ease parking conditions, he said.

Wynne claims City Hall ignores resi-
dent concerns because of the economic
power dealerships hold in the city.
Dealerships were the top generator of sales
tax in 2004, bringing in nearly $2 million
in the fourth quarter alone, records show.

But City Hall has exercised strict
supervision over dealers for years, and is
not known to have given concessions to
the industry in the past.

Car dealership lots a city conundrum
DEALERSHIPS, from page 1

Rob Wynne/Special to the Daily Press
The loading and unloading of new automobiles from inventory trucks on residential streets has
been the most common complaint of area residents to City Hall regarding local dealerships.

See DEALERSHIPS, page 9
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Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

Hot Coffee

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER     |     CATERING/DELIVERY

1434 Fourth Street,Santa Monica 310.393.9592 (parking in rear)

Santa MonicaSanta Monica TOBACCO & GIFTS
“ T h e  L u x u r y  T o b a c c o  S h o p ”
Do you remember those old movies? Few guys in the

backroom with brick walls and leather chair smoking a cigar
and talking about the biz?

Now you can experience it, Saturday, June 18TH,
opening of our private cigar lounge.

Are you lucky enough to be there?

Robber gets canned after early morning hold-up
At 2:37 a.m. on June 5, the Santa Monica Police responded to the 1500 block of

Ocean Avenue regarding an attempted robbery investigation. When officers
arrived to the scene, they spoke to the victim, who said the suspect approached
them, demanded money and simulated having a weapon, which turned out to be a
can opener. The suspect attempted to rob the victim, who fled and notified the
police. Genaro Hernandez Martinez, 23, a transient, was arrested within 10 min-
utes at the corner of Ocean and Colorado avenues. Bail was set at $50,000.

At 7:10 p.m. on June 4, the Santa Monica Police responded to the Santa Monica
Pier Pacific Park regarding a counterfeit suspect in custody. When officers arrived
to the scene, they spoke to the employee at Pacific Park who said that the suspect
attempted to order food using a counterfeit $100 bill. The employees checked the
currency with a currency authenticator and determined it was in fact a counterfeit
bill. The employees were unable to detect the strip on the bill using ultra-violet
light, and the picture of Ben Franklin which appears to be a hand-drawn picture
under the white light did not appear. The suspect appeared to have several coun-
terfeit bills on him. Andrew Lee Tyars, 27, of Los Angeles was arrested and bail
was set at $27,000. 

At 11 p.m. on June 3, the Santa Monica Police responded to the 1200 block of
the Third Street Promenade regarding a defrauding an innkeeper investigation.
When officers arrived to the scene, they spoke to the employee, who said that the
suspect entered the restaurant, ate his meal, and ordered several alcoholic bever-
ages totaling $43.75. When asked for payment, the suspect said he did not have
any money. Thomas Phillip Mitchell, 40, of Lake Arrowhead, who was on parole,
was placed under arrest with no bail set.

At 3:51 p.m. on June 4, the Santa Monica Police responded to Fourth Street and
Santa Monica Boulevard regarding a vandalism that just occurred. When officers
arrived at the scene, they spoke to a bus employee and a witness who said the sus-
pect exited the bus, and as it was driving off, began pounding on the rear window,
causing it to break. Essam Wasfy, 33, a transient, had several outstanding munic-
ipal code warrants and was placed under arrest with no bail set. 

At 9:20 p.m. on June 4, Santa Monica Police vice officers went to the 2500 block
of Wilshire Boulevard to conduct a massage parlor compliance check. When the
undercover officers entered the location, they identified themselves as police offi-
cers, and while speaking to a person at the front desk, a female walked out of the
room who was asked not to say anything. She began yelling loudly in Korean,
which prevented officers from conducting their compliance check. Yoo Young
Sun, 27 of Los Angeles, was arrested for obstructing an officer on duty. Bail was
set at $10,000.

At 8:03 a.m. on June 5, the Santa Monica Police responded to Berkeley Street
and Arizona Avenue regarding a suspicious vehicle. When officers arrived to the
scene, they located the vehicle. As they spoke to the driver and the occupant, they
recovered a glass pipe and a baggy containing a controlled substance. The driver,
Darell David Greenage, 20, of Malibu, and the passenger, Joe Choi, 21 of Santa
Monica, were both arrested and charged with possession of a controlled substance.
Bail was set at $10,000. 

At 4:45 p.m. on June 6, the Santa Monica Police responded to the 600 block of
Wilshire Boulevard regarding a theft investigation. When officers arrived to the
scene, they spoke to the employee who said the suspect entered the store, con-
cealed a bikini in her purse and left the store failing to pay for the item. When the
employee confronted the suspect, the suspect pushed the employee in an attempt
to escape. Kristen seltzer, 21, of Pacific Palisades, was booked for strong arm rob-
bery. Her bail was set at $50,000.

(This police report was prepared by Daily Press staff writer Ryan Hyatt.)

CRIME WATCH
B y  D a i l y  P r e s s  s t a f f

Tell Santa Monica what you think!Tell Santa Monica what you think!
...write a letter to the editor...write a letter to the editor

Email to: editor@smdp.com Email to: editor@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press

Has an ‘E-dition!’
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories, 
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and 
ads all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on 

our Web site @ www.smdp.com

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!
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Times reporting not fair and balanced
Editor:

TRI-PAC Health and Wellness Advocacy appreciates the opportunity to express
our vociferous objection to “Rating doctors: Who benefits,” by Daniel Costello, Los
Angeles Times Staff Writer, June 13.

This article, content, issues and resources used to support the asserted thesis
brings new meaning to the term “fair, balanced and objective reporting.” An expose
for a Pulitzer Prize this is not.

There is no adequate, verifiable, fair and balanced methodology or mechanism to
account for physician outcomes who serve the medically sickest, generally under-
served patient populations.

Healthgrades is an over-the-counter bulletin board company based in Golden,
Colorado. CEO Kerry Hicks and his team act and speak on behalf of their board,
partners, shareholders, and speak out of their own opportunistic and materialistic
intentions and certainly can’t speak on behalf of the entire health industry, nor do
their views and positions reflect views and interests of medical consumers.

Subimo and its president, Ann Johnson, and her management team don’t fit the
fair and balanced model either. She and her team speak from their own opportunis-
tic and materialistic intentions and motivations. And by the way, who is reporting
on these “reporting” agencies?

The quote attributed to the president of California Health Foundation, doctor
Mark Smith, is ludicrous and preposterous. I assert this quotation is a glaring exam-
ple of ambiguity, speaking out of more than one communication pathway with lim-
ited results and saying nothing.   

The Los Angeles Times, its staff writer, and health editor, along with
Healthgrades and Subimo ought to be ashamed of themselves for what was the best
of intention to appease and accommodate has resulted in a major disservice to the
health, well being, and advocacy of our citizens.

On the other hand, the founder and chairman of TRI-PAC, professor Victor S.
Dorodny advocates a number of fair and balanced solutions. One of them is entrust-
ing the task of the physician report card to an independent third party government
agency such as  the National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB) which presently col-
lects and reports information on individual physicians, such as medical malpractice
lawsuits  and adverse disciplinary and licensing actions against the physician. The
cost associated with such services should be passed on to the inquiring entity, sim-
ilar to CarFax, where for $24.99 the consumer gets the Unlimited Vehicle History,
accompanied by a free safety and eligibility report™ for every car checked. It
behooves an informed health consumer not to get his doctors’ safety and reliability
report for under $25.

Robert Donin, MPA
President, TRI-PAC Health and Wellness Advocacy

Los Angeles

Good things happening at Samohi
Editor:

Because of the great public concern about recent student and adult conflict at
Santa Monica High School, more people should hear about a vastly more positive
event that took place on campus on May 18 — the opening of the art department’s
annual show of work by graduating seniors and presentation of awards.

Reports of student fighting made me expect to pass through a metal detector to
enter the event. Instead, the entrance to a courtyard of refreshment tables was
blocked only by an overflow crowd of students, parents, teachers and other visitors.
The worst I could report is that the Roberts Art Gallery was so crowded it became
warm and humid inside.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Welcome to child support payments.
Now that the Hallmark version of

fatherhood has just passed, I thought I’d
take a look at what it is like for the not-
quite-ready-for-Norman Rockwell ver-
sion of being a father. 

Hopefully, most fathers want to be a
part of their children’s lives. For some
this comes naturally, for others it comes a
little slower. 

Those fathers who are lucky enough to
be married to the mother of their children
are hopefully happy and enjoying the pic-
ture perfect life. For those who don’t quite
fit the mold, life and fatherhood can be
quite different.

If you are an unmarried male parent,
you are in a dangerous place when it
comes to your rights, and more so when it
comes to your responsibilities. The law
recognizes mothers immediately for the
obvious reason that a child was brought
forth from her, but not so with fathers. A
man must take some action to secure his
place in a child’s life. He must make sure
that the mother puts his name down as the
father. 

Depending on your relationship with
the mother of your child, you may find
that co-parenting is the greatest pleasure
in the world, or an excruciating traumatic
battle that resembles war. Some couples
work really well together as co-parents
who are not married. They have no prob-
lems with money or visitation, no dis-
agreements about medical care or school-
ing, and some get along great in dealing
with religious issues. Other couples might
not have an easy a time.

There are five main areas that people
fight over: money, visitation, medical
care, schooling and religion.

MONEY AND CHILD SUPPORT
This is the area where most men pro-

tect themselves the least, get into the most
trouble and yet it is probably the easiest to
handle.

If the mother of your children goes to
court to get a child support order, and you
do not have a custody arrangement with
her in writing, she can tell the judge that
you make however much money she
wants, and the judge will decide how
much child support you must pay, and not
listen to your side of the story. Period. She
wins, and gets a judgment against you.

Then she takes that judgment and goes
to the district attorney’s office, they take
the judgment, and garnish your wages, tax
refund, suspend your drivers license and
take your lottery winnings.  Additionally,
if she has said there is back child support
owed, they will charge you for that. 

All of this will accrue interest, mean-
ing you are paying interest on a child sup-
port award that you did not agree to, and
there is nothing that can be done to stop it
unless you go back into court, get an
agreement with her for child custody,

show how much you really make and then
hopefully get her to reduce the amount of
money she claims was owed her.

WELFARE: THE ULTIMATE NIGHTMARE
If at any time she should go on welfare

and collect relief for herself and your
child, you will be forced to repay that
money. The district attorney will open a
child support case and come after your
paycheck, tax refund, suspend your dri-
ver’s license, and lottery winnings. 

This money must be repaid, and no one
can waive the repayment, or the interest
on it.

The best way to avoid all of this is to
be a responsible dad, have a written cus-
tody agreement with a realistic child sup-
port payment that you can make, and be
sure to keep a payment history with sup-
porting documents. That means keep hard
copies of the checks that have been
cashed, never give cash unless you get a
handwritten receipt from her, and if you
pay in money orders you must keep a
copy of it. 

The reason for keeping records is that
at any time the mother can come back into
your life to demand payment.

For example, I spent Monday morning
going through the microfiche records of
Los Angeles County to find a 23-year-old
divorce case. The reason is that the father
never paid the $200 a month child support
he was supposed. Now he has money, and
property, and we are going after him for
the $100,000 he owes his ex-wife, 23
years after their divorce was finalized.
How angry do you think he will be? 

VISITATION, MEDICAL CARE,
SCHOOLING AND RELIGION

The remaining four areas people fight
over are decided for the most part by a
negotiation between the parties. Only in
extreme cases, does the court get forced to
make decisions in these areas. Most peo-
ple are able to work out a program in the
best interests of the child.

In the case of visitation and custody, a
child custody evaluation can be ordered
by the court. This is a person who meets
state-mandated criteria for qualifications
to make an evaluation and recommenda-
tion as to where the child should live
based on the living conditions, quality of
home life, stability of the parties, emo-
tional maturity and best interests of the
child.

Medical care is likewise determined by
going to outside sources only in the rarest
of cases. When one parent refuses to
acknowledge or treat a known condition,
or perhaps the treating physician isn’t
doing a good job, the court may order
independent evaluations by new doctors.

Schooling and religion are two areas
the court avoids getting involved in as
much as possible. The parties should try
to work out a reasonable solution, other-
wise the court is likely to make a decision
that no one wants.

(David Pisarra is a partner in the
Santa Monica law firm of Pisarra & Grist
specializing in business development. He
can be reached at (310)664-9969 or by e-
mail at dpisarra@pisarra.com.)

Little support for Dad
when he lands in court

See LETTERS, page 7

WHAT’S
THE POINT?

BY DAVID PISARRA
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And the crowd stayed pretty tightly packed through an extended series of pre-
sentations as awards were handed out by alumni, teachers and others. There was
excitement at announcement of many winners’ names, and acknowledgment that
right choices had been made when a few students received more than one award. At
least 40 DVDs of the proceedings were sold, so the excitement and pleasure proba-
bly didn’t just flare up and flame out.

The art studios are sizable and well-equipped, and the Roberts Gallery is big for a
school exhibition space. This is part of a Samohi tradition: We told the campus art
gallery opened at least 60 years ago, so it is the oldest school gallery in all of LA County.

The artwork spanned many media — drawing, electronic media, painting, pho-
tography, pottery and sculpture — and the students’ work is very good, both in the
seniors’ exhibit and in the studios.

But I was most impressed by the presentation comments from several of the
teachers. They spoke — sometimes briefly and sometimes not so briefly — about
almost every winner and about many non-winners, too. What they said was clearly
sincere and seriously considered, and once could hear that the best of adult mentor-
ing takes place here.

Before I left, I spoke with some students and parents who told me that reports of day-
time conflict and menace are accurate. But, despite that, the essence of teaching, learning
and growing up is continuing in the healthiest possible way, at least, in this department.

Departing families were talking together in good spirits and with pride, and the
whole city should know and share their feelings.

Art Harris
Santa Monica

Let’s keep the parking to ourselves
Editor:

I don’t like the idea of allowing businesses to buy or otherwise obtain preferen-
tial parking permits for use in residential neighborhoods. It goes against the very
reasons that preferential parking zones were created in the first place. It goes against
our Sustainable City Plan and it goes against common sense. It also goes against the
wishes of many of the residents of this town, many of whom have suffered through
years of scarce parking in their own neighborhoods.  

Are we to believe that a lack of city-provided employee parking is causing hard-
ship for businesses along Wilshire, Santa Monica, and Ocean Park boulevards in
Santa Monica? That’s pretty hard to swallow, given recent reports that show Santa
Monica’s businesses along those streets have enjoyed 22 percent gains in taxable
sales, far exceeding the state and county averages of 7.7 and 5 percent respectively
(Santa Monica Daily Press, Oct. 13, 2004). I haven’t noticed any vacant store fronts
along those streets — looks like business is pretty good here. 

Even if businesses don’t have enough parking for their employees, whose prob-
lem is it, and how should it be solved? I’m a business owner, but I don’t think it’s
the city’s responsibility to solve problems that are mine — and providing parking
for my employees is my problem. Maybe it’s “good business” for the city to try to
make things better for businesses, but it shouldn’t be done at the residents’ expense.
Putting non-resident cars into residential neighborhoods on a regular basis hurts res-
idents, and that’s exactly the situation that our existing preferential parking program
attempts to prevent. Santa Monica’s municipal code cites a desire to protect resi-
dential streets from non-resident parkers five times in six paragraphs (3.08.040 des-
ignation criteria). Not a lot of room for interpretation there. 

Whether it’s a business owner’s problem or the city’s problem, I’m disappointed
that the city’s “solution” is contrary to our Sustainable City Plan’s transportation goals
— which include reducing automobile dependency, and reducing pollution and motor
vehicle congestion. Our east-west corridors (Montana Avenue; Wilshire, Santa
Monica, Pico, and Ocean Park boulevards) are already choked with traffic. Why
would we want to encourage more people to drive to jobs at businesses on those streets
by making it easier for them to park nearby? Santa Monica’s own Big Blue Bus com-
pany serves these east-west corridor streets extremely well, with routes along each
from east of the 405 Freeway almost to the ocean. Why aren’t we suggesting that busi-
ness people get with the program and ask their employees to hop on the bus? 

It’s time we put considerable city resources into solving Santa Monica’s parking
problem — a 365-days-a-year problem that negatively affects businesses, renters,
homeowners, students, tourists, and everyone else who’s tried to park a car here. It’s
a city-wide problem that needs significant attention. I understand City Hall’s desire
to balance the parking needs of businesses and residents, and while I think the coun-
cil’s collective heart is in the right place, mere nipping and tucking at the existing
municipal code is not the way to provide a significantly improved situation. Rather
than tinkering here and adjusting there, let’s start over, and let’s do it right. Santa
Monica doesn’t need to fine-tune its existing preferential parking program — it
needs a carefully considered, comprehensive city-wide parking plan. Let’s make
one that works, one that we can stick to — and let’s get started now. 

Christian Boyce
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Outsiders mistake Hollywood to be a
bastion of glitz and glamour, but I can tell
you what it really is — a bad session of
poetry readings. I know. I was there.

Last Wednesday was basically on par
with a reject taping for “American Idol”,
with poems and lyrical turrets shouting
thrown in the mix.

“DegraDAtion, deprecation, CONstip-
ation in this world we have. SALve can-
not smooth the pain away, so let’s use a
little BenGay.” I wish it was that good. 

I know this guy who used to host the
poetry readings at the UnUrban
Coffeehouse. I went once, only once, and
ever since then, he’s been trying to get me
to go to another one.

Was it my poetry, or the fact that I’m a
girl in my early 20s? I will never know. 

Two years later, I finally gave in and
decided to come. Only by this time the
location of the reading had changed from
Santa Monica to Hollywood’s Karma
Coffeehouse. UnUrban’s was pretty all
right for poetry, but I had no idea what to
expect with the change in venue.

I dragged my friend Heidi along as she
had been in a poetry/prose writing mood
as of late, and the only mood I was in was
to get this guy off my back. She brought
three pages of condense, crafted lyricism
she had been laboring over for the past
two weeks. I brought a page I scribbled on
just before I drove over. 

The best part of the night had to be the
chai tea, but that only got me through the
first five of many a tooth-pulling act. 

You think I’m exaggerating? Let me
paraphrase the words a 20-something girl
sang about her family:

“When you’re poor and at the super-
market asking me for money, I won’t give
you any. You’re all gonna be sorry when
I’m famous. Because I’m gonna be rich,
and I’m gonna be a star.” Imagine that off
key with no melody — the kind of thing

you did when you were 7 and signing into
your hand-held Snoopy tape player. 

I felt like I was at a never-ending
recital for the delusional. One guy bla-
tantly ignored the other poems as he rum-
maged through his immense file folder of
poems he sadly had printed out in cursive
computer font. I felt a mocumentary com-
ing on in my head, only it’d be too painful
for me to come back another Wednesday
to tape it.

It’s a shame he was so in the zone too,
because he missed the poem a girl did
about her period: “Flow, why does every-
one bag on you, and act as if they don’t
want you around? I love you, Flow.
Period.” 

That rendition is actually pretty close
to the original words. I know because she
kept repeating them.

Coffeehouses aren’t supposed to be an
outlet to plug your career. They’re an
extracurricular you go to share what’s
been on your mind in the form of semi
well-written poesy. But no, wannabes like
this white afro son was using it to plug his
upcoming gig at the Pig’n Whistle, which
after his “set” there was no way in
Hollywood I was going to come. 

Yes, I just used Hollywood as a profan-
ity word. After hearing a beat poem about
a period, I feel as if I’m entitled, too.

Sometimes I just want to shake these
people and say, “You’re never going be a
star. There are millions of people in Los
Angeles doing the same thing and you are
just not going to make it.” 

But of course I smile politely and I clap
perfunctory. Come on, who is ever that
mean in person? And more importantly,
why would I demolish their dreams? If
they really wanted to know their success
rate, they’d do some research, or at least
get some good feedback on their singing
ability. I might as well let them stay in
limbo reading at coffeehouses, and let
some other passerby be stuck at their
recital.

I’m done with this week’s column.
Period.

(Heidi can be reached at anydayin-
la@gmail.com.)

LETTERS, from page 6

Roses are red, all of
your dreams are dead

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff.
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of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
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may be doing a disservice to the public by
not fully disclosing information associat-
ed with disposal costs, which could be
used to improve service. 

Staff members are asking the new utili-
ty rates be approved for next year’s budget,
which is expected to be approved tonight.
Some fees would go into effect by July.

Officials said the increases in water
and solid-waste fees are needed because
expenditures are exceeding revenues for
those services. A recent City Hall report
details how solid-waste, water and waste-
water fund balances have been decreasing
to varying degrees over the last four years
and need to be corrected in order to keep
the bonds that support the funds in legal
compliance. 

In order to restore the funds to a
healthy level, staff has proposed to the
City Council a rate schedule that would
allow a “timely,” “intermediate” or
“extended” recovery of the revenue

stream over the next few years, depending
on the rate increase.

Meanwhile, representatives from City
Hall’s environmental and public works
management department, which oversees
Santa Monica’s residential and commer-
cial solid waste disposal, has attempted to
clarify some of the issues associated with
the proposed rate changes.

Sam Chandler, a consultant based in
Tucson, Ariz., said he has more than 17
years of experience in solid waste dispos-
al with clients along the West Coast.
Chandler, who used to work at the SCD
site, said his interest in the utility rate
issue is to help ensure City Hall is doing
all it can to provide an efficient service to
utility users.

“Our position has everything to do with
the process,” Chandler said, who
acknowledged SCD and City Hall have
had disputes in the past over Santa
Monica’s disposal policies and opera-
tions. “Staff needs to be forthright in order
to let the council make good decisions

about these rate increase proposals.
“They can’t just blackmail the council

and say, ‘pass this tonight, or we’re
broke.’”

Chandler said Santa Monica would be
better off adopting a rate review process in
which expenditures and revenues could be
compared line by line, perhaps by a com-
mittee allotted the necessary time to do so.

“This is either an accidentally obscure
budget, or something else,” Chandler said.
“How do we know which services are in
the red and which are in the black? That’s
why a rate review process is needed, so
the public can better understand what is
going on.”

Craig Perkins, director of Santa
Monica’s environmental and public works
management, said City Hall has account-
ed for the expenditures that are eating into
the utility funds in its reports.

According to Perkins, over three-quar-
ters of the expenditures in the solid waste
operation are tied to the cost of employees,
landfill disposal and recycling processing,
and vehicle repairs and replacements. 

“These expense categories, as well as
other expense categories, have been
increasing at greater than the rate of infla-
tion,” Perkins said. “The refuse rates have
not been increased more than the rate of
inflation since 2001.”

In the water fund, Perkins said the
majority of expenditures are related to
employee costs, the expense of purchas-
ing outside water, and the money that’s
needed to repair, maintain and replace the
city’s water supply and distribution infra-
structure. 

“These costs have increased at greater
than the rate of inflation since 1986,”

Perkins said. 
In the wastewater fund, Perkins said

the major burden is related to payments to
Los Angeles for the regional wastewater
collection and treatment system with
which Santa Monica contracts, called the
Hyperion Treatment system. 

“These costs are increasing greater
than the rate of inflation, whereas the
wastewater rates have not been increased
greater than the rate of inflation since
1996,” Perkins said.

Staff is proposing the wastewater rates
be changed in a year.

As far as a rate review process is con-
cerned, Perkins said City Hall has com-
plied with the city’s rules for proposing
any increases.

He said the city charter and municipal
code empower the City Council to make
enterprise rate and fee decisions after
holding a public hearing. He said there
have been two public hearings held on the
issue, with a third to be held today before
the budget is adopted.

“This is pretty much the standard
approach to rate adjustments in Santa
Monica over the past 25 years,” Perkins
said. “Sometimes there has been more
process, sometimes less.

“Each city in the region follows a
process that fits its unique circumstances
and needs.”

City Councilman Ken Genser, who has
expressed concerns about the rate increas-
es, said he has not been entirely sold on
the information staff has yet provided.

“I still have questions I have not had
time to pursue with staff,” Genser said. “I
am not sure I have enough information to
commit to the increase at this point.”
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BY LISA LEFF 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Researchers here
want to talk about sex, and not just the
naughty bits. 

Academics, social scientists and policy
makers from around the world are gather-
ing this week at San Francisco State
University for a conference on human
sexuality and the “moral panics” caused
by such charged topics as homosexuality,
abortion and sex education. 

And while there’s plenty of talk about
Hollywood, masturbation and all topics
titillating, the premise is that ignorance
and intolerance about sex have disastrous
consequences — whether it’s an inade-
quate response to AIDS, the stigma suf-
fered by rape survivors or teenagers hav-
ing unsafe sex. 

“Better sexuality education will raise
public knowledge and lead to positive
public policy,” said Gilbert Herdt, direc-
tor of the National Sexuality Resource
Center based at San Francisco State. 

These are ticklish times for sexuality
specialists — even as some scoff at the
theory that Americans fed on “Sex and the
City” and “Elim-a-Date” are undereducat-
ed on X-rated matters. 

Herdt says he is on a mission to free
Americans from the “packaged sex”
Hollywood serves up and what he regards
as Washington’s prudish sensibilities. 

“The question isn’t is there enough sex

around, it’s what kind of sex is around,” he
said. “It’s meant to titillate, not educate.” 

This is the first year the International
Association for the Study of Sexuality,
Culture and Society has convened in the
United States, and Herdt said the timing is
right. While some Europeans get sex edu-
cation in kindergarten, he notes, the sub-
ject is still controversial in American high
schools. 

Earlier this year, Herdt’s center
launched a “Sexual Literacy Campaign”
that uses the Internet to foster an open dis-
cussion about sexually charged topics. 

On its Web site, SexLiteracy.org, a
quiz asks such provocative questions are
“Is there such a thing as having too much
sex?” and “Is masturbation a healthy way
to relieve stress?” 

The papers to be presented at the con-
ference, which runs from Tuesday
through Saturday, all deal in some way
with society’s squeamishness about sex.
They cover such topics as abortion, trans-
sexualism — and runaway brides. 

Saskia Wieringa, the international
association’s president, studies sexual
politics in Indonesia and likens some
strict Muslim traditions, such as forcing
women to cover their faces in public, to
many of President Bush’s conservative
policies. 

“They are both fighting against each
other, but upholding the same kind of sys-
tem,” Wieringa said. 

Sex researchers meet
for titillating talks 

Utility increases can be authorized tonight
UTILITIES, from page 1
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25 cents for seniors, the disabled and stu-
dents.

Travel time from the city to the airport
is expected to be cut in half with the new
service, reducing it from nearly one hour
to one-half hour. To do this, the Rapid 3
will utilize “signal-priority” technology,
which enables buses to move quickly
through oncoming stoplights. 

Stephanie Negriff, Big Blue Bus direc-
tor of transit services, said City Hall hopes
the introduction of the signal-priority
technology will hopefully have a positive
effect on Lincoln traffic flows.

She didn’t comment as to what effect
the new service will have on ridership,

noting city officials will evaluate the pro-
gram in a year. Information provided by
the city indicated ridership on the Big
Blue Bus system has increased 17 percent
between 1990 and 2000.

In addition to decreased travel times,
the Rapid 3 line is intended to appeal to
users through some of its amenities and
branding. It will feature on-board luggage
racks, reading lights and a “distinctive
new dark blue color for easy recognition.”

The Rapid 3 will operate on liquefied
natural gas — like 89, or nearly half — of
the city’s Big Blue buses, which city offi-
cials said is equivalent to eliminating the
smog and soot from 17 to 33 cars.

Ten buses have been purchased for the
Rapid 3 line, costing $372,000 each. Five

of the buses were purchased as part of a
development agreement with Playa Vista,
a large development that is located along
the bus route. Santa Monica is covering
the capital cost for the other five buses,
for a total of $1,860,000.

Big Blue Bus serves 51 square miles of
service area in greater Los Angeles, from
Palisades to  LAX and from Santa Monica
to downtown Los Angeles, for its 80,000
daily riders. 

Roger Snoble, Metro chief executive
officer, said the completion of the Rapid 3
line has marked the halfway point to cre-
ate a grid of express bus routes county-
wide. So far, 28 rapid services have been
put into place, with double that number,
or 56, expected to go into operation in

coming years, Snoble said.
“No one would have imagined looking

forward to a faster travel time on Lincoln,
but we’ll see a transformation of that with
the rapid bus routes,” he said. “We’re offer-
ing more competition with the automobile.”

Snoble said that although the metropol-
itan Los Angeles area was still considered
the worst nationwide for automobile con-
gestion and related air pollution, the coun-
ty is taking some of the furthest steps to
address the issue.

City Councilman Kevin McKeown is
looking forward to riding the Rapid 3 line.

"I take the Big Blue 3 to LAX whenev-
er I travel, and I’ve never missed a flight,”
McKeown said. “The Rapid 3 will make
that even easier.”
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Rapid bus expected to cut LAX trip in half
RAPID, from page 1

“I don’t think Santa Monica has ever
given any special favors to dealers,” said
Fred Robbins, who owned a Santa Monica
BMW dealership through the early ’90s.

There is just no practical solution to the
problem, Bar-El said. Forcing dealers to
unload on-site would leave them with
even less lot space for inventory, possibly
crippling business. Many dealerships
don’t have the space for trucks that are at
least three times longer than the average
SUV.

Plans to move inventory to a central
location on the eastern end of Olympic
Boulevard have been batted around for
years, but the reality is impractical, Bar-El
said. Dealers would have to drive each
individual car to the lot, inconveniencing
employees and customers alike.

City Councilman Herb Katz, whose
wife manages the Santa Monica Mercedes
Benz dealership and whose architectural
firm works with dealerships in the city,
said the side streets off of Santa Monica
Boulevard are wide enough to easily
accommodate both residents and trucks
without any conflict. While they may be
annoyed, the situation poses no real threat
to residents.

“I’m sure there are some people who
wish the car dealers would just leave
town,” Katz said. “But where do they
think all the money comes from for all the
social programs they want?”

The push to revise auto dealership stan-
dards began in 2001, when the Santa
Monica Auto Dealers Association
(SMADA), which represents many of the
city’s dealers through the chamber of
commerce, confronted City Hall with its
grievances. 

They argue that the rules governing

dealerships are so restrictive they make
competition with dealerships outside of
Santa Monica impossible. If dealers were
to continue to invest in the city, according
to the SMADA, some revisions had to be
made.

Four years later, most car dealers are
now pleased with City Hall’s “good faith
efforts” to work with them after years of
struggle, said Chris Harding, a lawyer
representing SMADA.

But tensions between dealers and their
neighboring residents continue. Cramped
conditions have caused the two groups to
scuffle over everything from noise control
to parking.

Car dealerships started setting up shop
on the strip of Santa Monica Boulevard
between Ninth Street and the city’s east-
ern edge during the 1950s. Half a century
later, the surrounding areas have become
intensely developed with homes, apart-
ments and businesses — turning a once
sprawling area into an overcrowded corri-
dor where residents and businesses must
compete for space and parking. 

When combined with the increased
pressure car dealers must face to make a
profit, the situation is ripe for conflict,
according to officials within City Hall.

Both sides have accused officials of
ignoring their needs in the past. Dealers
have long complained that restrictive zon-
ing laws do not give them space to store
inventory, or even allow for their employ-
ees to park. 

Meanwhile, residents in the Mid-City
neighborhood have complained about
everything from test drivers who speed
down residential streets to a perceived
general disrespect from car dealerships
towards their neighbors, said Joan
Charles, former president of the now-
defunct Mid-City Neighbors neighbor-

hood group.
And parking shortages have been a

major cause of conflict for years. 
The revised standards address the park-

ing deficit with multi-story garages in res-
identially zoned lots, which would be
built and paid for by the individual deal-
ers. The provisions would only allow
dealerships to build on lots they already
own but have been largely unable to use
because of city zoning laws restricting
commercial activity. All garages would
have to comply with zoning standards, so
a dealer couldn’t build an obtrusively
large structure.  

But some residents are expected to be
opposed to new development in the area,
Bar-El said, fearing the structures will
ruin the residential feel of the neighbor-
hood or increase traffic down side streets.

“It’s a mixed reaction,” she said.
The new standards also will give deal-

ers the option to increase the size of their
showrooms and build underground park-
ing, although few dealers likely will,
Harding said.

“It’s all about flexibility,” he said. “It is
important to have the options.”

While the new provisions will go a
long way towards repairing dealer-City
Hall relations, they will not solve all prob-
lems dealers face in Santa Monica. The
city’s dealers will still operate on lots
much smaller than those in competing
Orange County, where sprawling auto
malls shape the landscape, said Robbins,
who now has a dealership in Encino.

Still, Harding said the provisions will
grant some relief to dealers. He said he
hopes the provisions also will reduce hos-
tility with residents.

“Dealers do not want to be at odds with
their neighbors,” he said. “Their neigh-
bors are their customers.”

Space odyssey: Dealerships
continue to grapple for room
DEALERSHIPS, from page 4

Rob Wynne/Special to the Daily Press
Revised city standards aimed at curing the parking crunch for city dealerships tying up side
street traffic include multi-story garages in residentially zoned lots.
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THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

Baby Safe your 

drinking water
Babies are more sensitive to the chlorine and 

hard minerals found in local tap water.

Call for the New Mom 

water treatment package today.

1828 Lincoln • 310-450-6300

Info + Application: www.socaljrelite.com
Email info: socaljrelite@adelphia.net

Youth Triathlon
(9-18 year olds)

Swim, Bike, & Run!

8 Saturday Training Sessions

JULY 9-AUG 27
(8AM-10AM)

Crossroads School 1715 Olympic Blvd., SM

“We’ll Teach & Train You”

No taming for the shrewd
Dear Dorie,
My 20-month-old son is extremely active. He loves to

climb, touch and explore. I hate to admit it, but he has a
hard time sitting down and staying still. Many people
(mostly relatives and friends) have said this isn’t normal
or that I should exert more control. What do you think?

— Active Observer

Dear Observer:
You’ve hit one of my hot-button issues. My oldest

daughter didn’t “sit still” either and I remember being
asked to leave activities, as well as feeling totally humil-
iated in group scenarios that demanded quiet and calm
children. I thought I was doing something wrong or, at
least, not parenting the way she needed.  

Here’s the reality: Count your blessings and enjoy the
ride with your active baby boy. Sitting down and staying
put are adult wishes when it comes to toddler behavior
and these same adults are the ones who are not normal.
The days of “children should be seen and not heard” are
long gone. A healthy toddler should love to touch, smell,
see, hear and taste anything and everything that piques
his curiosity. Your job is to make sure he’s safe and then
stay out of the way. Keep any adult who wants to “tame”
him out of the way as well. Good luck.

— Dorie

(Dorie Meek is director of the Infant & Family
Support Program, provided by Saint John’s Health
Center in partnership with the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District. Meek answers questions con-
cerning children ages birth to 5 years old. Submit your
questions to “Dear Dorie” at meek@smmusd.org, or
call (310) 452-6132; fax (310) 452-6392).

DEAR DORIE

Sometimes, no matter how well we teach our children
the self-management skills needed to live a successful
life, the train leaves the track ... to which it can return.
Here follows a case in point.

THE CONSULTANT MOTHER
A mother, we’ll call her Geri, got a call from her mid-

twenties son last week. He was seeking advice.  “Mom,
I’m so mad! I wanted to buy this motorcycle and they
wouldn’t finance it! They said my credit wasn’t good
enough.”

Mom’s reply? “Well, that’s sad. What’s up with your
credit, Jake?” Jake is a married, usually responsible
Marine who has served two tours in Iraq.

Jake went on to recite his indictments against his wife
and her shopping buddy. “Stop,” said Mom. “What did
the bank tell you?”

Jake calmed down a bit. “The bank said I owed a bal-
ance on the car that was totaled when Sara was involved
in that accident the last time I was gone.”

“I thought the insurance company sent a check to the
bank for all but $500 of the balance you owed on the
car?” Mom asked.

“They told me they did,” said Jake. “But the bank had
something else to say. They didn’t like the balances we
owe on two credit cards.”

“Well,” said Geri, “You have to stay ahead of the
bank.”

“What do you mean?”
“I mean you keep your act clean. Don’t give the bank

a reason to not lend you money when you need it.”  This
mother is not known for mincing words. 

What would Mom do?
“Tell me what you’d do,” he asked.
“I’d start by calling the insurance company and work

through whatever glitch happened about the bank’s not
receiving the check. Then I’d pay off the remaining $500
right away. How much can you and your wife squeeze
out of your next pay checks?”

“Probably $1,000.”
“OK. First, pay off the bank. Then start on the credit

cards. How long do you think it would take you to clear
them?”

“Probably three months,” Jake replied. “But I want to
buy it now!”

Mom recognized this as a vague suggestion she might
lend him the money to get the bike now. She deftly
avoided his “vague suggestion.” All she said was,
“Honey, I raised you to be responsible with your money.
I’m confident you’ll handle this situation just fine.”

Heavy sigh on the other end of the line.
“Yeah, we’ll do it. Thanks, Mom.” Mom reports that

the thanks sounded genuine.

THE BACKGROUND STORY
As her two boys were growing up, Geri was deter-

mined to teach them how to manage their funds because
of her own hard learning experiences with spending
money.  This Mom believes that actions speak louder than
words. She says, “I didn’t just tell my boys something. I
told them the basics. When they were little, I set a struc-
ture of how much of their allowance and earnings they
could put where. As they got older, we negotiated more
and they became more in charge of their own money. I’m
surprised Jake let himself get into debt in the first place.”

She thought for a moment. “I can see what might have
happened. Jake and his wife probably need to have a
heart-to-heart talk and agree on their way of spending
and saving.  

“Then too, I can imagine that because he knows I am
so grateful he is safe and well, he could be thinking I
might give him some special dispensation and loan him
the money,” Geri said. “I think something else happened.
He got carried away with wanting to have the kind of
bike his friends have. I don’t blame him, but I won’t res-
cue him either. I told him three months isn’t such a long
time to wait. He’ll manage.”

THE MORAL OF THE STORY
Young children who learn the skills of responsible liv-

ing early on in their lives can pull those skills out for use
whenever they’re needed.

(Connie Dawson, Jean Illsley Clarke and David
Bredehoft are co-authors of “How Mush Is Enough?
Everything You Need to Know to Steer Clear of
Overindulgence and Raise Likeable, Responsible, and
Respectful Children.” Dawson can be reached at cdaw-
son@whidbey.com. To read more about overindulgence,
go to www.overindulgence.info.)

Lessons in responsibility
can only last a lifetime

How Much
Is Enough?

By Connie Dawson

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737



SPECIAL EVENTS
TODAY!  TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 10:00 a.m. –
Alpha Mom TV (the first-ever 24/7 parenting
channel) has partnered with the Loews’ Reel
Moms program to present their programming
live in front of the Reel Moms audience.  Karen
Ballou, a certified infant massage instructor,
will present techniques of infant massage fol-
lowed by a Q&A session.  At 11:00 a.m. the
movie The Perfect Man will be shown. Loews
Cineplex Broadway Cinema, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade.   

SATURDAY, JUNE 25th 
FAMILY DAY at the SANTA MONICA PIER pre-
sented by the LA FILM FESTIVAL.  11:00 a.m. –
10:00 p.m.  This free event features activities
for all ages including celebrity storytelling; a
Playhouse Disney booth with JoJo’s Circus arts,
crafts and more; live penguins from the March
of the Penguins movie; and a Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory activity booth.  Also live
music and martial arts demo.  Activities go until
5:00 p.m.  At 8:30 p.m. enjoy the 10th
Anniversary Screening of the movie BABE.  For
more info visit www.lafilmfest.com. or call
Katie Raddon at 463-6306.

NEXT!  LIVING the LIE – 7:30 p.m. (also
Sunday, June 26)
A musical exploration of auditions, real and
imaginary, that shape everyday lives from
school rooms, living rooms to community
rooms.  Performed by young actors.  Ages 7
and up, $20, 394-9779, ext. 1.  Santa Monica
Playhouse, 1211 4th St.

CARNEVALE!  VENICE BEACH – noon – 10:00
p.m.
Celebration of the arts and artisans of
Venetians, featuring costume contests, arts,
live music, fire-spinners, dancers and vendors.
FREE!  Windward Circle, 396-2803.

PETER ALSOP – 11:00 a.m.
Songwriter performs insightful and fun-filled
sing-alongs with kids and parents.  Ages 3 and
up, $10 adults, $5 children, 208-6500.  Geffen
Playhouse at the Brentwood Theatre, Bldg. 221,
11301 Wilshire Blvd., Brentwood.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 
FAMILY FUNDAY at the WILL GEER THE-
ATRICUM BOTANICUM
Aesop’s Fables – presentation of several of his
famous tales.
All ages, $8.  1419 Topanga Canyon Blvd.,
Topanga, 455-3723.

BRASIL, BRAZIL – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Kick off the summer and enjoy this family pic-
nic and concert blending Latin and African
rhythms.  FREE!  440-4636, Skirball Cultural
Center, 2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd., LA

COMING UP – JULY 9 – AUG. 27  
SUMMER YOUTH TRIATHLON PROGRAM –
Saturdays, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.
SoCal Jr. Elite presents this program to intro-
duce more youths to the sport of triathlon.
Designed for ages 9 – 18, no previous triathlon
experience is required.  For info and application
visit www.socaljrelite.com or email questions
to socaljrelite@adelphia.net.  Space is limited.
Crossroads School Pool, 1715 Olympic Blvd.
(not affiliated with Crossroads Summer Camps
– do not call the school)

TUESDAY 

Movies for Moms!  June 21 –The Perfect Man
– starring Hilary Duff, Heather Locklear and Aria
Wallace.  Romance-Comedy, Rated “PG.”
Special presentation on Infant Massage at
10:00 a.m. brought to you by Alpha Mom – the
first 24/7 parenting channel.  See Special
Events above for more info.
11:00 a.m., Loews Cineplex Broadway Theatre,
1441 3rd St. Promenade – for Moms and
babies newborn – 1 year old.   Doors open early
for socializing and getting comfortable.  Visit
www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms for details.  

Storytelling
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of
7th and Wilshire. 
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m. For 2 year olds
with adult. (on break until July)  
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5. (on break until July)
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m., six-
week series in Spanish for 24 – 36 month olds.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, six-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant & Family Support Program.  
Current session June 21 – Aug. 9 for both.  
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing pro-
gram for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
– 310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30. Music,
rhymes and stories for 2 to 3 year olds.
Current session  June 7 – July 12.
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
For ages infant to 3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North
Robertson, Plaza A, LA.  310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Infant/Toddler
& Me Classes -  
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – Walkers to 3 years; 10:45
– 11:45 a.m. & 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. – ages 0 to 1
year; classes in partnership with the Infant and
Family Support Program.  2019 14th St. Call
452-3881for details and prices.
YMCA – Attachment Parenting Classes - 2:00 –
3:30 p.m., 1332 Sixth St., 393-2721 (ask for
Shelana Philip-Guide or Audrey Meyer).  This
new class for mothers/dads and babies up to
12 months is presented by Karol Darsa, PsyD, a
licensed psychologist with extensive experi-
ence working with children and families.  Fees:
Members – 1 class - $40, 5 class pass - $180;
Non-members - $50, 5 class pass - $200.
BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES – 7:00
– 9:30 p.m.
An advanced 10-week parent education
course.  Culver City/Westchester, $30 per
class/$40 materials.  Also Thursdays, 6:30 –
9:30 p.m., West LA, $40 per class/$40 materi-
als.  Continuous enrollment.  For info call Jayne
A. Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting
Services, Inc., 310-823-7846,
jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free
for members, non-members $90 for 10 class-
es. (also Thursday nights 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise Group
– 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.. (babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)
Itsy Bitsy Yoga – Tots (crawling to 24 months)
– 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Baby (6 weeks to pre-
crawling) – 11:00 – noon.  With Khefri Riley at
Ocean Oasis, 1333 Ocean Ave.  Register at
www.khefri.net or call 323-549-5383.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class  – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle – Yoga for ages 4 -7, 4:00 –
5:15 p.m. (Students may be dropped off at 3:30
for indoor play, song and snacks).  $18 drop-in,
discounted multiple week passes available,
reservations required.  1814 14th St., #208,
260-2736 

Breastfeeding Group

The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Storytelling
The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge – 1630
Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee shop. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 9:30 a.m., for two year
olds.  
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m.; six-week
series for 3-5 year olds with adult.
Next session June 22 – Aug. 10 for both.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:15 & 11:15 a.m., ages 0-2.
Current session June 1 – July 6. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
–392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 – 7:30
p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2 pm
– ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-
3444.

Classes
Rhythm Child Parent & Me Rhythms, Santa
Monica Studios, 3025 Olympic Blvd.,  9:30 –
10:15 a.m.  Children explore rhythms through
drum play.  Ages 6 mos. – 3.5 years; $100 for
8 weeks.  Call 204-5466 or visit www.rhythm-
child.net for more info and session dates.
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Infant /Toddler
and Me (0-12 mos.) – 10:30 – 11:00 a.m.;
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Step
Aerobics, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info.  Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle – Mommy and Me Yoga
(ages 4- 6), 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. and 2:00 – 3:00
p.m  Includes 15 minutes of indoor play and
song.  $165 for an 8 week session, $75 for
additional sibling.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774, no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483, 1255
2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations suggested

THURSDAY 

Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4.  
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of
7th and Wilshire.
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m.; for 2 year olds
with adult.  (on break until July)
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5.  (on break until July)
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.  Spanish sto-
ries, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds.  
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds.  
Current session June 2 – July 7 for both.

Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
– 310-392-3804.
Lap Time, 9:20 and 10:20. Ages 0 – 2. Next
session  June 23 – Aug 11.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler & Me
Classes, Walkers to 3 years – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m. and 10:45 – 11:45 a.m.; classes in part-
nership with the Infant and Family Support
Program.  Parent Support (3 – 5 years) – 3:30
– 4:30 p.m.  2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for
details and prices.
BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES – 6:30
– 9:30 p.m.
An advanced 10-week parent education
course. West LA, $40 per class/$40 materials.
Also Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., Culver
City/Westchester, $30 per class/$40 materials;
Continuous enrollment.  For info call Jayne A.
Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting Services,
Inc., 310-823-7846, jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-mem-
bers $90 for 10 classes. (also Tuesdays at
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and  7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle – Yoga for ages 6 - 10, 4:00
– 5:15 p.m. (students may be dropped off at
3:30 for indoor play, song and snacks).  $18
drop-in, discounted multiple week passes
available, reservations required.  
Family Yoga, 5:15 – 6:30 p.m., includes 15
minutes of indoor play and song.  8-week
series for parents and 1 child, $250, $100 each
additional child. 
1814 14th St., #208, 260-2736 

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies 4-8 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica – New Mother
Group – for new moms with babies ages 0-6
months.  Meet for conversation, support and
playtime.  All new Moms welcome!
Call Cassandra at 451-1827 for time, location
and more info.

Parent’s Night Out at Child’s Play, 2299
Westwood Blvd., 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. 
Kids get a night of supervised fun with pizza,
games and more while parents go out.  Ages 3-
10, $9 per hour, $7 siblings, 3 hour minimum.
Reservations required, 470-4997. ww.child-
splayonline.net
La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista – meets the
2nd Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  Call
310-390-2529 for info.
Planetarium Show at SMC’s John Drescher
Planetarium, 7:00 p.m. - Night Sky Show, 8:00
p.m. – featured program.  $5 adults, $4 chil-
dren.  Pico and 17th St., 434-3000. 

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler & Me
(1-3 years) – 9:20 – 10:20 a.m.; Parent Support
(1-3 years) – 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.(childcare pro-
vided).  2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details

and prices.
Mommy and Me Dance– celebrate the won-
derful world of imagination Fridays at the
Electric Lodge.  9:45 – 10:45 a.m. ages 14 - 24
months; 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. ages 2 – 4. 
6 classes for $75 or $14 per class.  First class
free!  1416 Electric Ave, Venice, 306-1854. 

Yoga & Exercise 
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Indoor
Cycling, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info.  Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45 p.m., $15.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle – Yoga for ages 8 - 11, 4:30
– 5:45 p.m., includes 15 minutes of indoor play
and song,  $18 drop-in, discounted multiple
week passes available, reservations required.
1814 14th St., #208, 260-2736 

Other
Baby Attuned - Fridays, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.,
A new program promoting sensitive parenting
and developmental awareness. Parent-com-
pleted developmental screening, with review
and feedback from a licensed clinical develop-
mental psychologist and experienced pediatric
nurse practitioner, Eileen Escarce, PhD, MSN.
(PSY 18819).  Introductory fee: $15 per screen-
ing with feedback.  1137 2nd Ave, Suite 213.
By appointment only 310-367-1155.

SATURDAY 

Storytelling 
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am, 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5, 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World, 10580 1/2 Pico Blvd,
LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve, Pacific
Palisades – 10:30 a.m., 454-4063.
826LA, 685 Venice Blvd, 2nd Floor, Venice –
10:30 – 11:30 a.m., ages 3-6, RSVP to info
@825LA.com or 310-314-8418.  (826LA is a
non-profit organization dedicated to supporting
students with their creative and expository writ-
ing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their
students to write).

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal Yoga,
Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040, www.santa-
monicayoga.com
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise Group
– 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.(babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:00 a.m.,
Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708 or visit
www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle – Yoga for ages 6 -10, 9:45
– 10:55 a.m.., includes 15 minutes of indoor
play and song; Yoga Girls (ages 12 and up),
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.   $18 drop-in, dis-
counted multiple week passes available, reser-
vations required.  1814 14th St., #208, 260-
2736 

Other
Emerging Artists Family Workshop - 10:00
a.m. – noon.
Program varies, ages 6 and up, $12.  Santa
Monica Museum of Art, 2419 Michigan Ave,
586-6488, ext. 32.

Barnyard Madness with the Three Little Pigs at
the Santa Monica Playhouse 
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
June 26; $12 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com, 1211 4th St.
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for matinee.
Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for a
Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.
Lakeshore Learning Stores “Free Crafts for
Kids” – Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.,
8888 Venice Blvd., 559-9630.

SUNDAY

Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m. –
1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean Park
Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of vendors
and great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St., Admission
is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Barnyard Madness with the Three Little Pigs at
the Santa Monica Playhouse 
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
June 26; $12 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com. 1211 4th St.

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -  Call
826-5774 for more info.

MONDAY  

Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park, Craft
Room, 9:30 a.m.  A series for babies up to two
years old, June 6 – July 25.  (“Family
Connections” is on summer break.)
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m.   Current
session thru June 20th. 
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler & Me
(1-3 years) – 9:20 – 10:20 a.m.; Parent Support
and Play Group (6 months -3 years) – 10:30
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. (partial childcare provided).
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for pre/post-
natal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.  www.yoga-
gardenstudios.com
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
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Expecting? We’ll Be Expecting You!

Take a FREE tour of The BirthPlace 
at Santa Monica–UCLA Medical Center

Tours held monthly. Private tours available too.

Call today: (310) 319-4947

Tell Santa Monica what you think!Tell Santa Monica what you think!
...write a letter to the editor...write a letter to the editor

Email to: editor@smdp.com Email to: editor@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913
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BY RACHEL KONRAD 
AP Technology Writer 

STANFORD, Calif. — As an eager freshman in the fall
of 2001, Andrew Mo’s career trajectory seemed preor-
dained: He’d learn C++ and Java languages while earn-
ing a computer science degree at Stanford University,
then land a Silicon Valley technology job. 

The 22-year-old Shanghai native graduated this month
with a major in computer science and a minor in eco-
nomics. But he no longer plans to write code for a living,
or even work at a tech company. 

Mo begins work in the fall as a management consul-
tant with The Boston Consulting Group, helping to lead
projects at multinational companies. Consulting, he says,
will insulate him from the offshore outsourcing that’s
sending thousands of once-desirable computer program-
ming jobs overseas. 

More important, Mo believes his consulting gig is
more lucrative, rewarding and imaginative than a tradi-
tional tech job. He characterized his summer program-
ming internships as “too focused or localized, even
meaningless.” 

“A consulting job injects you into companies at a higher
level,” he said. “You don’t feel like you’re doing basic stuff.” 

Mo’s decision to reboot his nascent career reflects a
subtle but potentially significant industry shift. As tens of
thousands of engineering jobs migrate to developing coun-
tries, many new entrants into the U.S. work force see info
tech jobs as monotonous, uncreative and easily farmed out
— the equivalent of 1980s manufacturing jobs. 

The research firm Gartner Inc. predicts that up to 15
percent of tech workers will drop out of the profession by
2010, not including those who retire or die. Most will
leave because they can’t get jobs or can get more money
or job satisfaction elsewhere. Within the same period,
worldwide demand for technology developers — a job
category ranging from programmers people who main-
tain everything from mainframes to employee laptops —
is forecast to shrink by 30 percent. 

Gartner researchers say most people affiliated with
corporate information technology departments will
assume “business-facing” roles, focused not so much on
gadgets and algorithms but corporate strategy, personnel
and financial analysis. 

“If you’re only interested in deep coding and you want
to remain in your cubicle all day, there are a shrinking
number of jobs for you,” said Diane Morello, Gartner
vice president of research. “Employers are starting to
want versatilists — people who have deep experience

with enterprise-wide applications and can parlay it into
some larger cross-company projects out there.” 

Career experts say the decline of traditional tech jobs
for U.S. workers isn’t likely to reverse anytime soon. 

The U.S. software industry lost 16 percent of its jobs
from March 2001 to March 2004, the Washington-based
Economic Policy Institute found. The Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported that information technology industries
laid off more than 7,000 American workers in the first
quarter of 2005. 

“Obviously the past four or five years have been real-
ly rough for tech job seekers, and that’s not going to
change — there are absolutely no signs that there’s a
huge boom about to happen where techies will get big
salary hikes or there will be lots of new positions open-
ing for them,” said Allan Hoffman, the tech job expert at
career site Monster.com. 

Not everyone from the class of 2005 thinks programming
is passe, and companies are always eager to hire Americans
who can write great code — the type of work that, in recent
years, produced innovations including file-sharing software
at Napster and search engine tech at Google. 

But even the most dedicated techies are entering the
profession with less zeal than their predecessors. 

The erosion of “deep code” and other technology jobs
in the next decade is creating a high-stakes game of musi-
cal chairs for geeks, Silicon Valley recruiters say. 

Dimming career prospects have been particularly ego-
bruising for people who entered the profession during the
late ‘90s, when employers doled out multiple job offers,
generous starting salaries, and starting bonuses including
stock options and Porsches. 

“The current situation is getting back to the ‘70s and
‘80s, where IT workers were the basement cubicle geeks
and they weren’t very well off,” said Matthew Moran,
author of the six-month-old book “Information
Technology Career Builder’s Toolkit: A Complete Guide
to Building Your Information Technology Career in Any
Economy.” 

“They were making an honest living but weren’t any-
thing more than middle-class people just getting by,”
Moran said. 

Thousands of U.S. companies have opened branches
or hired contractors in India, China and Russia, trans-
forming a cost-saving trick into a long-term business
strategy. Offshoring may be a main factor in eroding
enthusiasm for engineering careers among American stu-
dents, creating a vast supply of low-wage labor in eastern
Europe and Asia and driving down worldwide wages. 

The average computer programmer in India costs
roughly $20 per hour in wages and benefits, compared to
$65 per hour for an American with a comparable degree
and experience, according to the consulting firm Cap
Gemini Ernst & Young. 

According to the most recent data from the National
Science Foundation, 1.2 million of the world’s 2.8 mil-
lion university degrees in science and engineering in
2000 were earned by Asian students in Asian universi-
ties, with only 400,000 granted in the United States. 

U.S. graduates probably shouldn’t think of computer
programming or chemical engineering as long-term
careers but it’s “not all gloom and doom,” said Albert C.
Gray, executive director of the National Society of
Professional Engineers. 

He says prospects are good for aeronautic, civil and
biomedical engineers, the people who design and build
artificial organs, life support devices and machines to
nurture premature infants. 

“In this country, we need to train our engineers to be
at the leading edge,” Gray said. “That’s the only place
there’s still going to be engineering work here.” 

At Stanford, career experts are urging engineering and
science majors to get internships and jobs outside of their
comfort zones — in marketing, finance, sales and even
consulting. 

They suggest students develop foreign language skills
to land jobs as cross-cultural project managers — the
person who coordinates software development between
work teams in Silicon Valley and the emerging tech hub
of Bangalore, India, for example. 

Stanford listed 268 job postings in its computer sci-
ence jobs database in the spring quarter — roughly dou-
ble the number from last year. 
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Pickup Special!
Large Pizza
with up to 3

toppings

+Tax

Valid only at 1865 Lincoln Blvd., Carryout only. Not valid with other offers.
Deep dish extra. Chicken extra. Taxes may apply. Offer may change without
notice. Valid only from 6-20-05—6-26-05

Delivery Special
Large Pizza
with up to 3

toppings

$899
+Tax

917

Valid only at 1865 Lincoln Blvd., Carryout only. Not valid with other offers.
Deep dish extra. Chicken extra. Taxes may apply. Offer may change without
notice. Valid only from 6-20-05—6-26-05
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Computer jobs lose luster for young techies
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TOBACCO CENTER
12215 Santa Monica Blvd.  (1 Blk W. of Bundy)

Lighter Sale!35 % off(Dupont, Colibri
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C A R T O N  P R I C E S
Marlboro $31.99+tx

Am. Spirits $36.99+tx

Virginia Slims $31.99+tx

All Generics $19.99+tx

(310) 826-2899   Hours: 9:30-6:30 Mon- Sat    Closed Sunday

2621 PICO BLVD. Unit C (we’re in the rear) 

Santa Monica     (310) 829-6786
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lic before graduation. 
“When you know what you are doing it the kitchen, you can apply what you’ve learned and create extraordi-

nary dishes, while not always following a traditional recipe,” said chef Christophe Bernard, culinary academic
director for The Art Institute of California–Los Angeles after he  announced the winners. “Glenn set a great exam-
ple of this by making an award-winning chili, without one of the conventional ingredients.” 

Other winners included Duddana Watt, a 2003 graduate who is a chef at Catalina Island Resort and owner of
Catering by Duddana who took second place; and Anthony Williams, a 2000 graduate who is an operations man-
ager and chef at UCLA and took third place. Both of whom also received cast iron pots and other gifts from Surfas
in Culver City. 

Carnevale! time on Venice Beach
By Daily Press staff

Venice is turning 100.
The fourth Annual Carnevale! Venice Beach, pre-

sented by the Bank of America, will kick off the com-
munity celebration of the Venice Centennial this week-
end. 

At noon, the Venice Drum Circle will launch the
Carnevale! as 100 booths featuring arts and crafts will
open and then performances will continue throughout
the day on three stages and in the surrounding streets.
Deborah Greene of Venice's new epOxybOx Gallery
will be hosting an art show of Venice talent near the
post office, where there also will be a food court includ-
ing local Venice restaurants.

For the first time this year, an antique car show spon-
sored by Santa Monica Saab has been added to the
Carnevale on Grand Avenue, south of Windward Circle.
The Concorso Venezia has been organized by Pierre
Vuilleumier and Richard Feibush, an automotive expert
who writes for several car magazines.

The costumed Masqerade will feature two stages,
DJ’s, dancing, a cabaret show, bars, and a special per-
formance by Trey Knight and his 10-foot tall dancers in
his acclaimed choreographed performance: Stilt World.

The Carnevale! will take place on Saturday, June 25
starting at noon and ending at 10 p.m. at Windward
Circle where Windward Avenue and Main Street inter-
sect, just east of the Venice Beach Boardwalk. There
will be a party to follow at 10 p.m. at Actor’s Challenge
Training, 3224 Thatcher Ave., Marina Del Rey.
Admission is $10 in costume and $15 in street clothes. 

A little northern exposure for concerned residents
By Daily Press staff

Care to know what is going on north of Wilshire?
The Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition (WILMONT) will host its annual meeting on Saturday, June

25, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Reed Park Auditorium at Seventh Street and Wilshire Boulevard.  
This year’s annual meeting will feature refreshments, door prizes, presentations and discussions among resi-

dents. The scheduled speakers are Santa Monica Police Chief James T. Butts, Jr.; Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District Superintendent John E. Deasy; and Santa Monica Planning Department staff to update Wilmont
on the General Plan. Other agenda items include the election of board members and discussions of resident con-
cerns.  

The meeting will be attended by City Council members and other local officials, in an effort to give attendees
a chance to present his or her views directly to local representatives.

“Wilmont gives everyone the opportunity to be heard,” said Rob Rader, chair of the Wilshire/Montana
Neighborhood Coalition. “This past year, Wilmont has taken positions on affordable housing, the proposed fluo-
ridation plant, the Garden of Angels school at 18th and Washington, outdoor dining on Montana Avenue and
extending preferential parking for businesses. We’ve continued adding new board members to ensure that
Wilmont retains its vital connection to the community.

“Neighborhood organizations are the lifeblood of the city and participating in the Wilshire/Montana
Neighborhood Coalition is the best way for a Wilshire/Montana resident to get involved,” he added.

There will be door prizes for attendees provided by local merchants, including from Bagel Nosh, Fromin’s,
Izzy’s, Panera, Three Bags Full, Starbucks, Jafra Skin Care, Merle Norman Cosmetics, Number One Beauty
Supply, Pavilions, Ron Teeguarden’s Drgon Herbs and Staples.  

The next regular Wilmont board meeting is July 18 at 7 p.m. at the Ken Edwards Center on Fourth Street.
Board meetings are every third Monday and are open to the public.  

For more than a decade, the Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition has addressed the concerns of its mem-
bers by organizing neighbors to work with the city and local businesses to ensure that residents’ voices are heard.
The Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition is a non-profit 501 corporation and has the largest population
within its boundaries of any neighborhood organization in the city. The boundaries are:  Montana Boulevard to
the north (both sides); Ocean Avenue to the west; 21st Street to the east; and Wilshire Boulevard to the south
(north side only). Annual membership dues are $10 per person, $15 per family. For more information, contact
Wilmont at: Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition, P.O. Box 607, Santa Monica, CA  90406, or (310) 840-
2257. www.wilmont.org

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3

KATHY LEONARDO

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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BY MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The Forest Service is
eliminating $5 and $10 recreation fees it
charges at about 500 picnic areas and
trailheads after outdoor enthusiasts and
Western lawmakers complained. 

The fees also could disappear at other
recreation areas among thousands operat-
ed by the government but will remain at
those with parking lots, restrooms and
other amenities under a law Congress
passed last year. 

The new law “raises the bar for sites to
qualify for charging fees so the public can
enjoy more amenities,” said Forest
Service Chief Dale Bosworth. 

Nationwide, 61 percent of more than
16,000 sites operated by the Forest
Service will be free of charge, officials
said. That is an increase from 58 percent
that are already free. 

A law pushed by the Bush administra-
tion and signed by the president in
December granted longterm authority for

the once-temporary fees at recreation
sites, but set standards under which they
could be collected. It immediately set off
a storm of protest, particularly in the West
where much of the land is controlled by
the government. 

The fees generate about $170 million a
year for the Forest Service and three
Interior Department agencies: the
National Park Service, the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Land
Management. Officials use the money to
maintain restrooms, collect trash and pro-
vide other amenities. 

The most dramatic change in the initial
round of fee cuts made this week is in the
Pacific Northwest. Visitors to about a
quarter of the sites in Oregon and
Washington where fees were charged no
longer have to pay them. 

In Oregon’s popular Willamette
National Forest, 43 day-use sites will
charge fees, down from 69 last year. In
some remote forests, such as the Umatilla
National Forest in eastern Oregon and
Washington, fees at all 20 day-use sites

are being dropped. 
In California, fees are being dropped at

88 of 591 sites. Nearly half of all Forest
Service sites in the state will be free. 

“Recreation on federal lands has grown
tremendously over the past several years,
and the rec-fee program has been a valu-
able tool for allowing forest managers to
meet visitor demands for enhanced visitor
facilities and services,” Bosworth said in a
statement. 

Activists hailed the return to free access
at more recreation areas but said the new
law still gives federal managers too much
leeway to determine what sites are eligible
for fees. For instance, in some cases old
and poorly maintained portable toilets are
considered permanent, they said. 

Ken Fischman of Sandpoint, Idaho,
said the government shouldn’t charge fees
for visiting any national forest since peo-
ple pay taxes to maintain them. 

“These fees discriminate against low-
income workers and families,” said
Fischman, who belongs to a coalition of
outdoor enthusiasts, environmentalists

and sportsmen circulating a petition urg-
ing Congress to repeal the fees.
Legislatures in at least three states —
Oregon, Montana and Colorado — have
passed similar resolutions. 

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., a long-
time critic of the fee program, said he was
“vehemently opposed to the Forest
Service charging citizens to park at unde-
veloped trailheads with a dirt pullout, one
battered picnic table and a decrepit out-
house.” 

Interior and Forest Service officials
acknowledged that the fees — instituted
on a trial basis in 1996 and renewed every
two years since — are unpopular. But
they say the charges allow cash-strapped
agencies to provide security and comfort
for visitors. 

The Forest Service is the first agency to
eliminate some recreation fees. Price poli-
cies at national parks, wildlife refuges and
other recreation areas are also being
reviewed, but no decisions have been
made, said Interior Department
spokesman Dan DuBray. 

By The Associated Press

JUNEAU, Alaska — A Juneau homeless
shelter has stopped serving donated bear
meat after learning the state prohibits non-
profit groups from accepting wild game
meats such as bear, fox and walrus. 

“We didn’t know that it is illegal,” said
Jetta Whittaker, executive director of the
Glory Hole. 

For years, the shelter accepted bear
meat to supplement its meals for the
homeless. The meat went into many
recipes, including burgers, casseroles and
spaghetti. 

But last year, Whittaker learned that
serving it was contrary to rules set by the
Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation. This year, it has meant
turning down five offers of bear meat. 

“That was 250 pounds of ground meat
I could use for spaghetti sauce,” said Bob
Thompson, operations manager of the
shelter. “We are protein-poor.” 

The Glory Hole rarely gets offers of
deer because venison is more palatable to
most people while bear meat has a
stronger, wild smell, Whittaker said. 

Some of the people served by the Glory
Hole said they miss meat of any kind.
David Kelley, who is staying at the shel-
ter, said he appreciates the three meals a
day but he is tired of eating starchy veg-
etables. 

“I will eat whatever you put in front of
me,” Kelley said. “But you cannot live by
starches alone.” 

Organizations such as the Food Bank
of Alaska cannot accept bear meat
because of the same regulation. 

State food safety officials said even if
the organizations could get bear meat
from hunters for free, eating it could make
people sick. 

Domestic pigs and certain carnivorous
animals, including bears, might be infest-
ed with the larvae of a species of worm
called trichinella. That can cause trichi-
nosis, which can result in diarrhea, vomit-
ing, breathing problems and even death in
severe cases, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. 

People may question why the state allows
the distribution of pork but not of bear meat,
but state officials said there are differences in
how pork and bear meat are processed. 

“Pork is raised commercially, slaugh-
tered, inspected and processed under the
regulatory guidelines of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,” said Ronald

Klein, program manager of the DEC’s
food safety and sanitation program. “Wild
game and bear meat are not.” 

Whittaker would like to see the agency
create a method to test for trichinosis or
relax the regulations. 

“We serve a lot of guys who need pro-
tein to get their days going,” Whittaker
said. 

A nonprofit with a yearly budget of
$193,000, the Glory Hole has only $4,500
to churn out 54,000 meals a year for the
homeless. 

Dan Rasmussen, who cooks at the shel-
ter five days a week, said meat is the most
popular item on the menu. 

“When you serve oatmeal, probably six
people show up,” Rasmussen said. “The
day I mixed 6 pounds of bacon with 10
dozen eggs, it was gone in 10 minutes.” 

Forest Service dropping fees at picnic areas

Glory Hole shelter to stop acceptance of bear meat
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BY SANDY SHORE 
AP Business Writer 

DENVER — With an accounting scandal
behind it and significant revenue chal-
lenges ahead, Qwest Communications
International Inc. this week begins talks
on a new contract for nearly 25,000
employees. 

Two Qwest unions say they want an
increase in base pay — their first in near-
ly five years — and a continuation of
health-care benefits, among other things.
A Qwest spokesman declined to discuss
what will be on the table. 

The talks, scheduled to begin Tuesday,
come at a critical time for Denver-based
Qwest, which is burdened with $17 billion
in debt and diminishing revenue as compe-
tition increases from mobile and Internet
phone services. In addition, Qwest last
month lost a $9.85 billion bid for MCI Inc. 

LeRoy Christensen of the
Communications Workers of America,
one of two unions involved, expects the
talks to be difficult. 

“When you negotiate with any compa-

ny that’s not doing so good economically,
you have to recognize that,” he said. 

The talks will involve the CWA’s
District 7, representing about 24,300
workers, and the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, repre-
senting about 350 employees in Montana.
The current two-year pact is set to expire
at midnight Aug. 13. 

In addition to wages and benefits, the
six-member union bargaining team plans
to discuss outsourcing and worker pro-
ductivity issues, Christensen said. 

“There are concerns particularly
around productivity,” he said. “The com-
pany has been trying to increase produc-
tivity, get more work in the same amount
of time. There’s always an ongoing issue
of mandatory overtime.” 

Jeff Miller of CWA’s national office
expects both wages and benefits to be key
issues since businesses across the country are
seeking ways to control rising health-care costs. 

In 2003, Qwest workers approved a
contract with two bonuses instead of a
salary hike in part because of the compa-
ny’s problems at the time — $20 billion in

debt, stagnant revenue and government
probes of financial statements. 

Analyst Donna Jaegers, who tracks
Qwest for Denver-based Janco Partners,
does not expect a strike. She said Qwest
needs to retain the support of its work
force because of the competitiveness of
the industry. 

"I think you’ll get a lot of rhetoric
beforehand but at the end of the day
they’ll work together,” she said. “The
union understands Qwest’s situation.” 

Qwest spokesman Steve Hammack
declined comment other than to say, “We
have a strong and positive working rela-
tionship with our unions.” 

“We’re all committed to the same goal
and that’s delivering outstanding service,”
he said. 

Qwest became a major telecom player
by acquiring former Baby Bell U S West
Inc. in 1999 in a $38 billion merger that
brought its total capitalization to about
$85 billion. Today, its market cap has
dwindled to less than $7 billion. 

The Securities and Exchange
Commission began investigating Qwest

two years after the merger, alleging the
company inflated revenue through fraudu-
lent transactions. 

Qwest restated financial results for
2001 and 2002 to lower revenue by about
$2.5 billion and agreed to pay $250 mil-
lion to settle the allegations without admit-
ting wrongdoing. SEC suits are pending
against several former executives. 

Earlier this year, Qwest and Verizon
Communications Inc. engaged in a highly
public battle for Ashburn, Va.-based MCI,
hoping to land its nationwide fiber-optic
network with a lucrative roster of govern-
ment and corporate clients. 

MCI’s board rebuffed Qwest’s offer
four times, saying it was concerned about
Qwest’s financial health and the long-
term value of the shares it planned to use
as partial payment for the deal. 

Since then, Qwest has said it is looking
for other acquisitions or partnerships. It
also has begun rolling out Voice Over
Internet Protocol — VOIP — services and
is persuading regulators and lawmakers
across its 14-state region to lift some price
controls on services. 

BY PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

ORANJESTAD, Aruba — As the mystery
of a missing Alabama teenager drags into
a fourth week, Arubans complain their
peaceful little island is getting a bad rap. 

And they worry that if the disappear-
ance of 18-year-old Natalee Holloway
isn’t solved soon, Americans might get
scared away, depriving the island of a
prime source of revenue. 

“We were just one happy island with
one happy people and it seems everything
has changed,” said Marcus Wiggins, the
boss of Steve Gregory Croes, a tourist boat
disc jockey who was arrested Friday in the
case. “We just want the old Aruba back.” 

Tourism accounts for 70 percent of the
gross domestic product of Aruba, a Dutch
protectorate of 97,000. The island welcomes
728,000 visitors each year and an additional
550,000 cruise ship passengers. More than
70 percent are from the United States. 

Aruba’s sweet ocean breeze and its
luxurious hotels aren’t the only reason
Americans come to the island. Many also
have found this is one of the safest spots
in the Caribbean. 

With street lights even along most
ocean roads, the island feels like paradise
in a protective bubble. Young Americans
enjoying the 18-year-old drinking age go
from bars to nightclubs late into the night,
with taxi drivers parked outside waiting to
shuttle them to hotels. 

But now the island has become a vic-
tim of its reputation as virtually free of
violent crime. 

“The reason you are seeing so much
negative publicity is that these things don’t
happen in Aruba,” said Myrna Jansen-
Feliciano of the Aruba Tourist Authority.
“Our blessing has been a curse.” 

The last time a tourist was killed was in
1996, when two robbers shot and killed an
American woman. They were arrested and
convicted, police said. In 2005, only one
person has been murdered, an Aruban man. 

Arubans take comfort in the knowl-
edge that about half their annual visitors
have been to the island before so they

know what it is like and won’t be swayed. 
Besides, the islanders say, how many

countries have the solidarity to mobilize a
nationwide search for one person? After
Holloway vanished, thousands of
Arubans took off work to comb the island. 

Authorities previously detained 17-
year-old Joran van der Sloot, the son of a
Dutch justice official on Aruba, and his
two friends, Surinamese brothers Deepak
Kalpoe, 21, and Satish Kalpoe, 18. The
three men have said they took Holloway
to a northern beach before dropping her
off at her hotel in the early hours of May
30, the day she disappeared. 

Natalee’s disappearance “shows people
need to be more careful on vacation, but
we feel safe here,” said Kim Falk, who
was visiting from Janesville, Wis., with
her husband and daughter Hannah, 14. 

Does Hannah, a blonde who resembles
Holloway, feel safe? 

“Of course,” she said. “And it’s not
like I’ll be going to the bar or anything.” 

Since Natalee’s disappearance, none of
the 20 international airlines with up to 85
daily flights have reported cancellations,
said Sharissa Arends, spokeswoman for
Aruba Airport Authority. 

Tour package operators have had no
cancellations and hotel occupancy is
slightly higher than this time last year,
said Jansen-Feliciano. 

Still, Arubans are worried. Local news-
papers have interviewed business owners
to see if they fear a slowdown, and Prime
Minister Nelson Oduber has expressed
concern. 

“We’ve been working 50 years, day
and night, to build up tourism,” Oduber
said last week. 

Natalee’s mother, Beth Holloway
Twitty, has said if she doesn’t get answers
soon, she may believe authorities are try-
ing to protect the detained young men. 

Aruban authorities say police work
takes time and no one is above the law. 

But in Birmingham, Ala., talk show
hosts Russ and Dee Fine of Radio 101.1
FM have called for a boycott of Aruba.
And some Americans have sent letters to
the Web site caribbeannetnews.com. 

Qwest Communications to open contract talks

Negative publicity from missing teen case
a big concern for tourism-focused Aruba
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly
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$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
APPOINTMENT SETTERS. Experienced 
only. Work at home. P/T, potential 
$300/week. Call Manny (310) 753-
4909
BOOKKEEPER -EXPERIENCED for busy 
friendly office in Marina Del Rey. Must 
know ar, ap, payroll. Send resume to 
infor@execumaildirect.com or fax to 
(310) 574-9332.

CLEANROOM CLEANING positions 
available. Full time and part time. 
Evening work. Medical Benefits 
and 401K available. Starting be-
tween $9.50 and $10.50 hour. 
Looking for quality individuals. 
Must have good verbal/written 
skills. We will train. Interested 
candidates should apply at 1 
(888) 263-9886 or www.clean-
roomcleaning.com

CLSS - Advertising Sales
ADVERTISING SALES
$$$ TOP COMMISSION $$$

Newspapers & Magazines, abundant
leads, 41/2 day Wk., friendly staff, all in-
house. Great Co. & track record, 50+
years in L.A.
www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm
and/or call: Paul, 213-251-9100, x-25

BARTEND
Earn $150-400 daily. 1 or 2 week 
training. Nationwide job placement. 
Financing available. National Bartend-
ers school (310) 996-1377. www.na-
tionalbartenders.com.

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway. 
Must be experienced. All shifts. Apply 
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway, 
SM. (310) 396-9898.
CUSTOMER SERVICE - Auto Detail
Auto Detail Company looking for train-
ee with supervision and communica-
tion skills. Commission plus hourly. 
Valid license, Bilingual plus. Fax re-
sume to (310) 644-8029.

CUSTOMER SERVICE - Receptionist
Busy office. Must be able to multi 
task. Excellent organization and com-
munication skills required. Working 
knowledge of Microsoft office soft-
ware. Bilingual plus. Fax resume to 
(310) 392-9486.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Established legal services co. in LAX 
area seeks industrious and well-spo-
ken Reps for phones & data entry. 
40hrs/wk, M-F 8:25am-5:25pm. 
$8/HR TO START, $10/HR AFTER 
FIRST YEAR. GENEROUS MED INS, 
401(K) AND BONUS PROGRAMS. Must 
pass background check and sub-
stance screening. Please e-mail re-
sume to: LROSE@COURTCALL.COM or 
Fax: (310) 743-1850.

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
P/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Shelley @ (310) 260-
1204
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR 
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FRONT OFFICE coordinator needed, 
located on UCLA campus. Please fax 
resume (310) 539-0468.

HAIR STATION for rent in Santa Moni-
ca Hair Salon. Please call Hazel at 
(310) 450-3246
MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales per-
son in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-998-
8305 x83

Employment
HOST/HOSTESS, SERVERS, Chef/ Chef 
Trainee, kitchen helpers, and bussers 
needed.

BENIHANA
(310) 260-1423

1447 4th St., Santa Monica, 

MED. FRONT Office Assistant
Immediate F/T Front Off. opening
for busy, multi-doctor, private practice 
in beautiful Pac. Pal. Seeking mature 
minded person that has outstanding 
ability to organize, coordinate & follow 
through on details. Responsibilities in-
clude (not limited to) processing refer-
rals, authorizations, insurance eligibil-
ity, scheduling & greeting patients. 
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS, 
ability to muti-task, and excellent 
written & oral comm.  Please 
submit/fax resumes to (310) 453-
9047 or contact Laura at (310) 413-
6722.

MEDICAL FRONT office. Immediate 
Part time or full time, friendly, fast-
paced, growing family practice on the 
Westside, fax (310) 582-1223.

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFFICE ASST. Busy home office in 
Palisades needs f/t asst to answer 
phones, schedule appts, office tasks. 
Email Dori@MilestonesInc.com. $15-
20/hr. NO CALLS.
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT, technical 
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for 
details. (310)478-0591.

RETAIL
Crossroads
Trading Co. 

PT Sales/Buyer
Fun buy-sell-trade clothing co. 
seeks fashion-obsessed person 

w/excel, people skills & “can-do” 
attitude for sales/buyer position. 

APPLY IN PERSON: 1449-B 4th St, 
Santa Monica or FAX RESUME to 

Christian 310-255-0502. 

www.crossroadstrading.com

SALES & Manager: Trendy Jr. clothing 
store in Santa Monica is hiring for 
sales & management positions. Bene-
fits available 310-638-9931 or fax
resume to HR at 310-638-9954

SALES
BEST Kept Secret in Sales
If you could sell a product that is 
needed by everyone, can survive 
any economic downturn, rewards 
success with bonuses and acco-
lades and offers an opportunity for 
advancement; would it be worth a 
five minute call? Looking for an 
outgoing, compassionate, motivat-
ed Funeral Sales Counselors to 
work in Santa Monica, Culver City, 
West LA area. No experience 
needed, we’ll train you. Call Enid 
Metz @ (310) 474-1579.  The 
more you think about it, the more 
it makes sense.

SALES-TILE/MARBLE SLABS
SM showroom. In/ out sales. Salary + 
commission. Need experience 
(310) 995-5136, Fax (310) 451-0085
SECRETARIAL/ BOOKKEEPING
SM office. Full Time (310) 995-5136, 
Fax (310) 451-0085
SECURITY GUARD needed evenings 
and weekends (310) 589-8678.

SECURITY
NEED security guard with license for 
store in Santa Monica. Call Samy 
(714) 531-0555
THREE HAIR Stations For Rent. 
$125/week. 2106 Wilshire Blvd. Call 
Christine (310) 829-5944

Employment
VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST needed 
for a busy practice in SM.  Must have 
great telephone and customer service 
skills.  Multi-tasking and computer 
skills a must. Full benefits for full-
time. Must work on Saturdays. 10hr, 
4d week.  Pay is competitive for the 
area, but will depend on experience.  
Contact Karen at 310-393-8218

For Sale

CUSTOM LONGBOARDS
from $400.00. Glassing/ding re-

pair, dirty glassing. 
(310) 733-9067.

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (310)479-3054

Vehicles for sale
MITSUBISHI 
SANTA Monica
1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
866-925-3333

2002 Honda Accord
Black Auto Full Power 
$15995 vin# 005954

2003 Honda Oydessey
16k miles Full Power

Call For Price vin# 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles
$15495 vin# 303036

2001 Mitsubishi Montero
Sport  Full power Great first time car

$9995 vin# 044921

2004 Mitsubishi Spyder GT 
Silver/Black  Auto Full power

$19495 vin# 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer
Auto Full Power

$9995 vin# 047677

2001 Dodge Durango
Full Power 43k miles

$15995 vin# 512295

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Instruction
VIOLIN LESSONS in Malibu for all ages 
and levels. USC & Juilliard trained, 
int’l competition winner (c) (213) 447-
0353.

Wanted
LOOKING TO rent a room in a house or 
apt. Santa Monica/ Venice area. Have 
outside cat. Can pay $500-$700. Call 
Morgan (760) 473-3183
WANT TO rent garage for classic auto 
within 6 blocks of Santa Monica Pier. 
(310) 395-3268

For Rent
2 BEDROOM/ 1 bath + den in Venice, 
2206 Brenta Place. Stove, dishwash-
er, carpet, balcony, laundry, intercom 
entry, garage tandem parking, no pets 
$1600 (310) 578-7512

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adja-
cent. 2+2, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, Newer 
building, with courtyard area, quiet 
neighborhood. Laundry rm., pkng, 1 
year lease, no pets. $1400. Call 
(310) 578-0729.

For Rent
36 ROSE Ave. Venice Beach. Com-
pletely renovated upper, 1 BR w/ 
French doors, 1/2 block to the beach, 
hardwood floors, new kitchen, light & 
bright. 1 year lease, no pets $1495 
(310) 466-9256

BEAUTIFUL 1-BEDROOM bungalow in 
delightful garden setting. Close to 
medical facilities and commercial 
centers yet located on a quiet tree-
lined cul-de-sac. Very nicely appoint-
ed apartment constructed with eco-
friendly technology. $1500. 1 year 
lease. No pets or smokers, please. 
Call (310) 877-3074
CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

ACTIVE ADULT LIVING
401 Montana Avenue

Under New Management.

Complete adult ambulatory living,
daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
HOLLYWOOD, LARGE 1+1. Gated 
building near the In & Out Burger on 
Sunset. This is a quiet building. The 
unit is freshly painted and is very 
clean. 1 year lease, no pets $850. 
(323) 466-4700.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2250/mo 
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage

Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

1214 Idaho
2 + 1 1/2 Townhouse

PLEASE CHECK DETAILS OF 
THESE AND OTHER LISTINGS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

LA GROVE area. 6211 Orange St., Unit 
1. 2bdrm/1bath $1625.00. Lower, 
stove, fridge, hardwood floors, inter-
com entry, parking, no pets. Close to 
Farmers’ Market (310) 578-7512.

MAR VISTA $1600.00 2 bdrm/1 bath. 
Appliances, parking w/shared garage, 
Sm. Yard, NO Pets. 3573 Centinela 
Ave., Rear unit
MAR VISTA single 12746 Pacific Ave. 
Unit 2, stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall 
AC, carpet, laundry, intercom entry, 
patio, parking, no pets $825, $200 off 
move in (310) 578-7512.
MAR VISTA, 2+1. 3743 McLaughlin 
Ave. Large unit with new carpeting 
and paint. The unit has just been re-
freshed. McLaughlin becomes Bar-
rington so there is easy access to 
Westwood. $1075 (310) 466-9256

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621 
Braddock Drive $1300. 2 bdrm/1 1/2 
bath. Stove, blinds, carpet, 
washer/dryer hook-ups, intercom en-
try, gated parking, no pets (310) 967-
4471

MAR VISTA. Very nice studio apt locat-
ed on a quiet, tree-lined street. 1 year 
lease @ $750. Call (310) 466-9256 
for showing.

For Rent
MAR VISTA. Contemporary 2BD, 2BA 
with split floor plan, 2 fireplaces, 
modern appliances, control access, 2 
car gated parking. Will consider small 
pet with 1 year lease and extra depos-
it. Available mid-August. $1,325. 
(310) 396-4443.

MDR ADJACENT, 2+2, gated building 
with gated, 2 car subterranean park-
ing, AC, Newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet, neighborhood, laundry, 1 
year lease, no pets. $1375. 
(310) 578-9729.

PALMS: 9849 Tabor St., Unit 8. 
3bdrm/2bath. Stove, carpet, blinds, 
balcony, laundry, tandem parking, no 
pets $1675.00 (310) 578-7512
SANTA MONICA $1000.00, 1 bdrm/1 
bath. Appliances, parking, NO Pets. 
2535 Kansas Ave., #210, Mgr.: Apt. 
#101
SANTA MONICA $1040/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. Garden style. Cat ok. 
Refrigerator, stove, hardwood floors, 
blinds. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1075/mo, 
1bdrm/1bath. Small pets only. Refrig-
erator, stove, laundry, swimming pool, 
parking. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1250/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. Spacious and charming. 
Hardwood floors, laundry, yard, quiet 
neighborhood. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1390/mo 
2bdrm/1bath. Refrigerator, hardwood 
floors, large closets, carport parking, 
flexible lease (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1500.00 2 bdrm/1 
bath. Appliances, parking, NO pets. 
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #16, Mgr.: Apt. 
#19
SANTA MONICA $1650/mo 
2bdrm/1bath + dining room, no pets, 
stove, laundry, charming courtyard. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1850/mo 
2bdrm/2bath. No pets. Refrigerator, 
stove, dishwasher, patio, fireplace, 
gated parking (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2100/mo 
3bdrm/2bath, w/c pet. Stove, new 
carpets, close to SMC, parking 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $2250/mo, 
3bdrm/2bath. Patio, hardwood floors, 
laundry, Jacuzzi, ceramic tile, park-
ing. (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com
SANTA MONICA $725/mo, 
studio/1bath. Refrigerator, tile, hard-
wood floors, microwave, cable TV/ 
utilities included. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $975/mo, 
Bachelor/1bath. Blocks to beach. 
Stove, balcony, hardwood floors, large 
closets. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com
SANTA MONICA 3 bdrm/ 2 bath + den 
townhouse. Wood, tile, all appliances 
included. Wahser/dryer. New building. 
Gated parking, balcony, no pets. 
$2800 (310) 500-7294.
STUNNING 2bed/2bath home in very 
desirable Santa Monica location. This 
two story unit offers custom features 
and amenities, private parking for 2 
vehicles, full-size washer/dryer, spa-
cious private deck (25x25) + small 
yard, eco-friendly construction in a 
beautifully landscaped setting. One 
year lease, no pets. $3500 month. 
Call (310) 877-3074.
VENICE 25 19th Ave., Unit E, single, 
stove, fridge, blinds, laundry, 1/2 
block to beach. No pets $1050.00 
(310) 578-7512.

VENICE BEACH 1 bedroom in Tudor 
style building. Great location 1/2 block 
to the beach @ 39 Sunset, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310) 401-0027 
$1050.
VENICE BEACH, large 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, gated parking. Close to beach 
and Venice Canals, quiet neighbor-
hood, 1 year lease, no pets. $1395. 
(310) 396-4443.
VENICE, 25 19th Ave., Unit B, 1bed-
room/1bath. Stove, fridge, blinds, 
laundry, parking in garage. 1/2 block 
to beach. No pets $1150. (310) 578-
7512

Apartment Swap
SANTA MONICA Trade: Beautiful 2 
bedroom condo and/or 3200 sq. ft In-
dustrial building in Los Angeles for 
larger apartment or house. Can add 
cash (310) 899-3193

Roommates
DESIGNER HOUSE north of Montana in 
Santa Monica $1500. Separate Mas-
ter suite for your privacy female pre-
ferred (310) 458-2702 

Commercial Lease

BEAUTIFUL ARTIST
Studio For Rent

Looking for Painters or Artists to 
share this unique setting/ one of a 
kind studio located in Santa Moni-
ca (14th and Colorado)

AVAILABLE FOR:
-Painting Classes
-Mural Work
-Designer Showroom
-Gallery Showroom
Email for pictures of studio at 
sannbeck@adelphia.net and/or
call for details (310) 804-1516

CHARMING SANTA Monica office bun-
galow to sublet with kitchen and bath 
now through September or October 
(or portions) Neg. at $700/mo. 
(310) 453-4272

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail 
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and Wil-
shire
(310) 806-6104 
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private 
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/ 
A/C, 310-394-3645
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550 sqft office space. 3 
offices plus reception. $1250 
Nice decor. (310) 576-3433

SM 1334 Lincoln 2 offices, 1140sqft, 
$2200 rent. 600sqft, $1140 rent. Util-
ities and parking included. 
Deke Keasbey (310) 477-3192
SM OFFICE- Main St. 875 sq. feet. 
Creative space $3.15 FSG. Parking 
available. Agent (310) 593-4570
VENICE BEACH, great office space lo-
cated 1 block from beach and 1/2 
block from Windward Ave. Approx 
1800 sq.ft. Concrete floors, exposed-
beamed ceilings, entrance with clear 
douglas fir details, French doors and 
patio area with Bamboo. Available 
Now for Month-to-Month lease. 
$3600/mo. (310) 466-9256
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Real Estate
CLSS - 6 Buyer Mistakes

6 Costly
Mistakes

to Avoid Before
Buying a home

Free report reveals

how to save thousands of dollars and

years of expense.

Free recorded message

ID# 1004

www.matillareality.com 1-888-465-4534

BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

$500,000
1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 P⁄MO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.875%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 4.625%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 4.25%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.25%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of April 12, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Storage Space
GREAT CREATIVE space. Perfect for 
art studio, office, storage, etc. Very 
nicely appointed. This in not a live 
space. Located at 1423 24th St., San-
ta Monica (310) 877-3074

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

CLSS - Sports Massage and Yoga

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 

Massage
(310) 397-0433.

FIRM, DEEP, and thorough Swedish 
massage by L.M.T. Strictly non-sexu-
al. A vacation for your body at your 
home. $50/hr, James (310) 582-
1948.

HEALING & REJUVENATING
Removes Pain and Tightness

by the Ocean in S.M., 
then a walk on the beach

(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, Swedish, 
Accupressure, Deep-tissue, Sports 
Massage, Reflexology. For apt call 
Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Business Opps
CLSS - Host Foreign Students

HOST
FOREIGN STUDENTS

Optional Plans
Full Compensation
(310) 859-4740

mathesonu@yahoo.com

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
for international students arriving 
Jul/Aug. SM, WLA & other areas. 

COMPENSATION PROVIDED. 
310-469-1906

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 05 1225560 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as Classique Design, 
12353 Garber Street, Pacoima, CA 91331. The full 
name of registrant(s) is/are : Armand S. Sablad, 
12353 Garber Street, Pacoima, CA 91331, Jose-
phine S. Clark, 4915 West Berteau Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60641, Paulino C. Pagtalunan, 11150 Glen Oaks 
Blvd., Unit 3, Pacoima, CA 91331 This Business is 
being conducted by, a general partnership. Signed: 
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business 
under the fictitious name or names listed herein.. 
/s/: Armand S. Sablad, Josephine S. Clark, Paulino 
C. Pagtalunan
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County on 5/25/05. NOTICE: THIS 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRI-
OR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name statement in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 6/21/2005, 6/28/2005, 7/5/2005, 
7/12/2005

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons
YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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CLSS - 1-877-33-FIX-IT

1-877-33-FIX-IT
www.HandymanOnDemand.com

(1.877.333.4948)

Services
BUSINESS EXECUTIVES!! English Tu-
tor-$50.00 per hour. Call: The English 
Well; Wendy at (310) 394-5470 
www.theenglishwell.com
CLSS - 14% Annual

14%
ANNUAL
12 month C.D. (Savings)

CONTACT:
dfund@mymongol.com

A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial & 
residential remodel. Honest and Reli-
able. Free estimates. Call (310)278-
5380. Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

NEED YOUR apartment cleaned once a 
week? I am affordable and honest, do 
a great job, and rates start at $30 per 
week. Call Aury at 323-605-7197. 
Schedule is filling up fast.

Services
CLSS - Diamond Red Painting

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE
A professional painting contractor

License #809274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount
Available

CLSS - Get a Free
Get a free
surf video.
Private surf

lessons &
surf camp.

Learn from the best!
SMC Surf Instructor

(818) 990-7633 for reservations
matt@malibulongboards.com

malibulongboards.com

CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

Services
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

THE HOME DOCTOR

THE REMEDY FOR ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD AIL-
MENTS

PLUMBING * ELECTIRCAL * CARPENTRY * APPLIAN-
CES * HEATING & A/C * PLASTERING * SCREENS * 
GLASS * TUB & SHOWER CAULKING * ROOFING * 
RAIN GUTTERS * LOCKS * SPRINKLERS * STUCCO * 
MASONRY * GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS *PAINT-
ING * DOOR, WINDOW , AND WALL LEAKS * 
WEATHER PROOFING * INSULATION * SMOKE 
ALARMS * CABLE TV * FIREPLACES * POOLS & 
SPAS * TELEPHONES & MORE

ALSO, HOME INSPECTIONS & EARTHQUAKE SAFE-
TY

GARY ABRAMS (310) 948-1717
Syndicated Columnist
Fully Insured ST. LIC #457472 

SINCE 1980

The Home Doctor
THE REMEDY FOR ALL

YOUR HOUSEHOLD AILMENTS
PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL • CARPENTRY

APPLIANCES • HEATING & A/C • PLASTERING
SCREENS • GLASS • TUB & SHOWER CAULKING 

ROOFING • RAIN GUTTERS • LOCKS
SPRINKLERS • STUCCO • MASONRY

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS • PAINTING
DOOR, WINDOW & WALL LEAKS • WEATHER
PROOFING •  INSULATION • SMOKE ALARMS

CABLE TV • FIREPLACES • POOLS & SPAS
TELEPHONES & MORE

GARY ABRAMS (310) 948-1717
SYNDICATED COLUMNIST
FULLY INSURED ST. LIC #457472

ALSO, HOME INSPECTIONS
& EARTHQUAKE SAFETY

CLSS - Master Carpenter

MASTER
CARPENTER

Repairs  •  Remodels
Maintenance  •  Fine Carpentry

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LIC. #512638

CALL ROB
(310) 866-3533

BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free 
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap & 
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services
CLSS - MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

STUDIO 10 DESIGN
Visual Identity
Full service graphic design studio
Print design, web design, printing
(323) 851-7725
www.studio10design.com
Our clients are happy. That is what we 
like.

CLSS - Westside GuysWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in 
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)
828-2233

You should call:

CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

TIRED OF counting calories? Let us do 
it for you.
Fatburn.com
Free 30 day trial, enter code: daily-
press
www.fatburn.com

Tired of
counting calories?
Let us do it for you.

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

w w w . f a t b u r n . c o m

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 

Computer Services
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

Attorney Services
LAW OFFICES of Girot, Gonzalez & As-
sociates
Bankruptcy, Civil, Personal Injury, 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Will & 
Trust
1452 2nd Street, Santa Monica, CA 
90401
Tel: (310) 899-3710

Law Offices of
Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil

Personal Injury
Criminal Defense

Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

CLSS - Majid & Hashemi

1541 Ocean Avenue #200
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 458-1076
www.lawhashemi.com

• PERSONAL INJURY
• FAMILY LAW
• IMMIGRATION

We Speak Farsi & French

FREE
CONSULTATION

LAW OFFICES OF
MAJID HASHEMI
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• From Santa Monica to Anywhere, Anytime.
• Most dependable taxi company in town.
• Vehicles are properly insured, certified, and licensed
• All Major Credits Cards accepted

You should call:

Mercedes-Benz Taxi Service

(310)

828-2233

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE $5.00
OFF THE METER ON YOUR NEXT RIDE

By The Associated Press

LONDON — The London premiere of Steven
Spielberg’s “War of the Worlds” turned into a war of
words after Tom Cruise was squirted in the face by a
man posing as a reporter. 

Four men were released on bail and were ordered to
return to a police station Monday, when they may be
charged with assault, a police spokesman said. 

The 42-year-old actor was outside a movie theater in
central London’s Leicester Square doing press inter-
views Sunday when a man squirted Cruise with a water
pistol disguised as a microphone, London’s
Metropolitan Police said. 

Cruise appeared to laugh but then asked the
prankster: “Why would you do that?” 

As the man gave a barely audible excuse, Cruise said:
“Do you like thinking less of people, is that it?” The
prankster tried to walk away but Cruise reached across
the metal barrier, held his arm and said: “Don’t run
away. That’s incredibly rude. I’m here giving you an
interview and you do that ... it’s incredibly rude.” 

The actor grew increasingly irritated and told the
man: “You’re a jerk.” 

Police detained the man who squirted Cruise and
arrested three other men who filmed the incident. The
four were working on a new comedy show for British
TV station Channel 4 in which celebrities are the targets
of practical jokes. They were released on bail several
hours later. 

Katie Holmes, who became engaged to Cruise last
week, was at the premiere but not by Cruise’s side when
the incident occurred. 

In an interview with Newsweek magazine, on news-
stands Monday, Spielberg denies that media attention
on Cruise and Holmes forced a change in the publicity
campaign for “War of the Worlds.” The couple went

public with their romance in April. 
“People say, `Oh, you didn’t put Tom on the poster

because of what happened. No. The poster was designed
in January ... and my decision with all my films has been
to use iconography on the posters,” Spielberg says.
“Tom was fine with that. It’s the first time Tom has not
been on a poster in his career, by the way.” 

As for Cruise’s exuberant appearance on “The Oprah
Winfrey Show” last month, Spielberg tells the maga-
zine: “What Tom did on `Oprah’ was exactly what Tom
did with me when he first told me about Katie Holmes.
But the press didn’t like the way Tom bared his soul to
Oprah.” 

LONDON — A major collection of John Lennon mem-
orabilia, including an oil painting from his student days
and a handwritten “All You Need Is Love” manuscript,
will go on sale next month. 

The July 28 auction also will include a table from the
home Lennon shared with his first wife, Cynthia; a tunic
thought to have inspired the costumes on the “Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” album cover; and a
bedspread from Lennon’s “bed-in” for peace in
Montreal with Yoko Ono, Cooper Owen auction house
announced Monday. 

Cooper Owen, which specializes in auctions of music
and film memorabilia, said it expects to raise $2 million
from the auction, to be held at The Hippodrome night-
club in central London. 

RENO, Nev. — LeAnn Rimes is on the road with her
summer tour, after recovering from an injury to one of
her vocal cords and an unspecified dental procedure. 

“I look at it in a positive way _ I got some good vocal
rest,” the 22-year-old singer told The Associated Press
by phone from her tour bus as it headed for Saturday
night’s concert in Santa Fe, N.M. 

In April, Rimes was ordered not to speak for two
weeks after a coughing fit during a bout with bronchitis
burst a blood vessel in one of her vocal cords. Last
month, her periodontist told Rimes it was time to under-
go some dental surgery she’d put off, which forced her
to cancel an appearance at the CMA Music Festival in
Nashville, Tenn. 

“When your passion’s almost stripped from you, at
least for a couple of weeks, you realize how much you
do love what you do. I guess I have a little more drive
now than I ever have,” Rimes said. 

Scheduled stops on her tour include Chicago, New
Orleans, Detroit, Salt Lake City and Atlanta. 

Her latest album, “This Woman,” was released in
January. 

NEW YORK — For years, Bob Geldof balked at recre-
ating the 1985 Live Aid event because he thought he
couldn’t top himself. 

“Not to be immodest, but the first one was perfect in
almost every sense,” Geldof told the latest edition of
Time magazine. “Artistically, people seemed to up the
ante, and the performances were pretty great across the
board. Huge amounts of money were raised, not a penny
lost, and politically it elevated the issue onto the global
table. The whole thing just worked, unbelievably.” 

But Geldof gave in to pressure from U2’s Bono and
screenwriter Richard Curtis, and the three friends are
organizing Live 8, a series of free concerts scheduled
July 2 worldwide to raise awareness of poverty in
Africa. 

The concerts are intended to influence the leaders of
the world’s richest nations meeting in Britain for the G8
summit. 

Bono said the focus has changed in the 20 years since
Live Aid. 

“It’s the journey from charity to justice,” he said. 

War of the words: Cruise balks at squirt stunt


