FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 2004

Volume 3, Issue 187

Santa Wonica Daily Yress

A newspaper with issues

00000

FANTASY 5
15 19 21 25 38

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 01 6
Evening picks: 41 1

DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 04 Big Ben
2nd Place: 05 California Classic
3rd Place: 02 Lucky Star
Race Time: 1:47.51

a

Oklahoma state Rep. Mike O'Neal,
married with three children and the
author of the state's proposed
"Defense of Marriage Act," was
charged with a felony in February for
grabbing a woman's buttocks in an
Oklahoma City bar; he was also
accused of making lewd comments to,
and chasing after, her. And one of the
sponsors of Georgia's sanctity-of-mar-
riage constitutional amendment (intro-
duced in January), state Sen. Bill
Stephens, was divorced in 1991 after
15 years of marriage but then had the
marriage no-counted ("annulled") in
order to marry a Catholic woman in
1994, according to a public records
check by Atlanta's Southern Voice.
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Santa Monica High stages

150th graduation ceremony
By Daily Press staff

SAMOHI — Seven hundred and fifty-
one Vikings sailed into adulthood Thursday
evening amid the 150th graduation ceremo-
ny at Santa Monica High School.

Thousands of friends, parents and
community leaders attended the com-
mencement event, cheering and snapping
photos as the students filtered into the
Greek Theater.

“I have never been so mindful as in
today’s society that being men and
women of integrity is a tough task,” said
John Deasy, superintendent of local
schools. “Wherever you go and whatever
you do, you will always be a graduate of
Samohi and make us proud.”

The ceremony was punctuated by sev-
eral student speeches and songs, including
a tap dance performance by Maud Arnold
and a presentation of the “Ten things to do
before you enter the real world,” by grad-
uating students Amelia Katkov, Elena
Megalos and Thalia Roussos.

Among the ten things the trio suggest-
ed was to climb to the top of the stairs in
the history building and look out at the

John Wood/Daily Press
CLASS ACT: Samohi graduate Maud
Arnold performs “Tapping into the
Future” to the delight of thousands of
students and supporters.

ocean, take lots of pictures, spend an
entire day alone and write letters to the
people who’ve had an influence on you —
even if they are never able to read them.

Samohi began as the Sixth Street
School in 1891. The cornerstone of the
current school was dedicated in 1912, and
today the campus covers 33 acres.

Maria Shriver, First Lady of California, signs a copy of her book about Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, “What’s Happening to Grandpa?” for Nat Trives, a former mayor and current
chairman of the local chamber of commerce. Shriver spent Thursday afternoon signing
copies of the book at Room with a View, a home furnishings store on Montana Avenue.

Nicky Five Aces/Special to the Daily Press

Turning tail:
Squirrels best
be moving on

Health officials demand that SM poison
ground squirrels; Council begs to differ

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A contentious dispute over whether
Santa Monica’s ground squirrels should be poisoned to
prevent outbreaks of the bubonic plague has pitted local
leaders against Los Angeles health authorities.

The City Council this week voted to look into alter-
native ways of dealing with the local California ground
squirrel population, considered dangerous because it is a
host to fleas, which carry the deadly plague. Nationwide,
10 to 15 people die from the plague each year, mostly in
rural areas.

Officials from the Los Angeles County Health
Department twice recently demanded Santa Monica kill
off its resident ground squirrel population, saying if City
Hall doesn’t do the work, they will. At issue are the many
ground squirrels living inside the Palisades Bluffs, above
the Pacific Coast Highway.

Members of the City Council broached the con-
tentious issue late Tuesday, after passing a budget for the
coming year and hashing out a proposal for an $11.50
minimum wage for government workers. Some on the
council said the squirrels need to be killed to protect the
safety of residents, adding alternatives are too costly.
Others argued it’s inhumane to kill the playful animals.

“If your dog has fleas, you don’t kill your dog,” said
City Councilman Kevin McKeown, kicking off a divi-
sive, hour-long debate on the dais.

NUTS ABOUT SQUIRRELS

Perhaps the most ardent supporter of the ground
squirrels was Councilman Ken Genser, who suggested
City Hall disregard the county mandate.

“I don’t know what the county would do, but I think
if we’re serious about trying to solve the problem, and
maybe not following the order strictly, I think we should
maybe not be so much asking the county — but telling
them what we intend to do, and leaving it at that,” Genser
told his colleagues.

“There is a human dimension to this,” he added. I
know, certainly for certain individuals in my family, the
squirrels are a very important part of their recreation.
And I think they bring a lot of pleasure to a lot of people
in this community.”

McKeown said he hoped to avoid disobeying a coun-
ty order, but emphasized he feels strongly about saving
the squirrels. He pointed to Riverside, Santa Barbara
and Ventura, and said City Hall should follow their
method of treating the squirrels for fleas, rather than
killing them outright.
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Happy Birthday, Melinda Smith
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9:20 INK PLOT

80s Saturday Afternoon

Sunday June 20

8:20 THE JOE BRESSLER BAND

Cubensis (A Tribute to the Grateful Dead)

Triple Crown winner, if you just go with it. Trust
that you will choose the right words at the right
moment. Investigate your options, realizing your
physical limits. You too can become tired.
Tonight: Happy close to home.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

: %% %% Your ability to read between the
lines helps with a very special friend. You talk
yourself or someone you need into a key invest-
ment. Your creativity and risk-taking could crest
at this very moment. Careful, my dear Bull.
Tonight: Out at a favorite Friday spot.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

A ¥ % * Your smile is that of a sure win-
ner. Listen carefully to another’s ideas about a
money venture. Do check out a piece of proper-
ty. Be aware of a tendency to be overly confi-

dent. Work on being a spendthrift. Tonight:
Indulgence is the theme.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)
%% %% Your smile helps overcome a

problem that might have been caused by being
overly cautious. Know when to say enough and
go your own way. You might have to keep a
secret a little longer. You’re chatty and full of
fun. Remember: Don’t spill the beans. Tonight:

As you like it.
E@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

% %% Allow a partner or friend to be dom-
inant. You might be pleased and surprised. Your
ability to kick back and simply enjoy the
moment comes through. The potential exists for
getting more than a Lion’s share of work done,
too. Tonight: Yawn. Time to head home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

@ %% %% % Finally, professional and per-

sonal relationships are more to your liking. Let
down your defenses and explain what has been
on your mind. Understand others’ need for your
advice and company. Schedule some “group”

Qne. Tonight: Where the gang is.

with the moment, as you are thinking of many
other matters. Home in on some research. Use
your powerful intuitive sense to mosey out of
work early and to handle a higher-up. Perhaps he
or she might like to join you for bubblies and a
snack. Tonight: Into weekend mode.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* %% %% Reach out for others, under-
standing that everyone has his or her limits. You
might not be comfortable with an exchange that
involves a child or new friend. In fact, you could
be startled. Stay with the tried-and-true right
now. Tonight: Hook up with an old friend.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* k%% Work with others. You discover
that one associate is unusually verbal and willing
to work with you. Together you build your pro-
fessional status. Remember to prioritize. Many
dive into the limelight, wanting your attention.
Tonight: Togetherness works.

F\W CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

&‘a %k %% You have established a certain
precedent, and others count on your stability.
You know how to put the final touches on a work
project before networking. A meeting draws
unusual ideas and ends the workweek with a
smile. Tonight: Out with friends and co-workers.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Work gets most of your attention.
You need to focus more on what needs to happen
rather than what you want to occur. Laughter
marks your interactions as the day comes to a
close. Plan on socializing with co-workers.
Tonight: Head on home.

@9 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

>4 S %k % * You establish a stronger sense
of your expectations and who you are. Allow
your personality to come through clearly, but
also loosen up. Avoid judging others. Be more in
touch with your long-term feelings and desires.
Tonight: Dance the weekend in.
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LOCAL

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Butting out on the heaches

By Daily Press staff

cuss new state legislation that prohibits tobacco stems

assemblyman Paul Koretz (D-West Hollywood), hopes

of Ocean and Colorado Avenues at 10:00 a.m.

SOUL searching on Main Street

By Daily Press staff

Cigarette smoking on all California beaches might soon be extinguished after
legislators, environmentalists and health activists gather today to announce and dis-

from making an appearance

on the state’s sandy shores. The new legislation, which is being introduced by

to eliminate beach litter and

marine debris from the state’s 1,100 miles of beach. The step to ensure a statewide
smoke-free environment on the beaches follows in California’s leading efforts to
remove environmental tobacco smoke in public places such as bars, restaurants and
parks. The conference will be held at Santa Monica Pier’s parking lot at the corner

Independence Day festivities
begin to come into light

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College will play host to live music
and a fireworks show in their “Celebrate America”
event one day before Independence Day. The event
will feature artists such as Dan Crow (pictured) and
the Thunderwear Band and the USC Trojan Marching
Band. Doors open at 5 p.m., and the music and fun will
start at 6 p.m. on SMC’s Corsair Field at 16th Street
and Pico Boulevard. Revelers are allowed to bring pic-
nic baskets and food, minus the alcohol and barbecue
grills. For more information, call (310) 434-3000.

Main Street will host its 4th annual Summer SOULstice and sidewalk sale event
this Sunday with activities for families, friends and lovebirds. Festival-goers will
have a chance to ride a pony and pet some furry little creatures while joining in on
a scavenger hunt to win a $550 surfboard or dinner for two at Chinois. All the par-
ticipants will also have a chance to win more than $200 in prizes from various Main
Street shops. The festival’s fun and games will all be held with the backdrop of live
music from the tribute bands. The celebration of the official start of summer will
take place on Father’s Day, between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Main Street between Pico
and Marine. For more information, visit www.mainstreetsm.com

Do you have
community

sack@smd
or fax 310.576.9913

Santa YWonioa Daily Wress
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... Submit news

releases
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s_ SURF REPORT

2-3 ft.+ sets, knee- to chest-high, and fair conditions. We'll see the wind swell

Today the
water Is:

drop off over the next couple of days, as small SW swell provides energy through
the weekend. A better SW swell will fill in next Tuesday through Thursday. On
Friday look for SW swell to slowly back down as NW wind swell offers minimal

energy to cross it up. The better SW/combo breaks see knee-waist high+ waves. 6 8 o

HIGH TIDES
Morning Height  Evening  Height

656 3.5 6:24 53
759 34 726 5.7
852 34 754 538
939 34 823 59
10:20 3.4 B:92e5:0
11:00 34 922 59
11:40 34 954 59

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today

at your local break.

LOW TIDES
Morning  Height Evening Height
510k « 09 1220 14
1:57 04 | 2:568 . 147
223601 B 0:0 1:2906% 2.0
312, -03 200N 2.2
346  -05 230 24
THURSDAY 420 -06 8100.%:2.5
FRIDAY 454 -0.6 332 26

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

I</y/ /=742
SURF CENTER santa monica

¥ Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

City Hall has now focused its efforts
on making sure business owners are
complying with the rules and regula-
tions set upon them when they were
approved to open in their locations.

After the business owner is visited in
a surprise inspection by a building and
safety code compliance officer, he or she
is handed a bill for $500. City officials
say business owners have to be charged
to offset the inspection program.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Should business owners pay to have
their property inspected by City Hall?
Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in the weekend edition.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less. It might help to think about the
wording of your response.

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. * 310.451.SLICE (7542)
1622 Ocean Park Blvd. » 310.399.4060

G

Design a Party with a Slice! A

Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

Quality & Valug Hiwagys!

Since 1967

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

For The
Greatest
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Ex-Mayor/Councilman
still refuses to return missing funds.

*This is how I’ve decided to handle it”
is his onl¥ comment.

-Continuing News Item
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Business of Santa Monica is anti-business

Editor:

If the city were truly concerned about code compliance, they could first look at
complaints, instead of surprise attacks on random businesses. Several months ago I
lodged a complaint about a business in violation of a CUP. I did this after contact-
ing the business personally on at least three occasions. When my efforts failed to
result in compliance, I reluctantly contacted code enforcement. Code enforcement
did nothing. I never heard back, no letter, no follow-up. As far as I can tell, they
never bothered to try to enforce the condition I complained about. That business
continues to violate their CUP on a daily basis, and nothing is done.

Meanwhile, the city has hired an inspection officer and plans to hire two more,
as well as a support staff person. Does it bother anyone else that during a time we
hear so much about “budget cuts” and lack of funds, our city is adding four new full-
time positions? And for the sole purpose of charging $500 to innocent business
owners while looking for additional revenue from fines as well. Unbelievable. How
convenient it is to wage war on businesses. Why are we so quick to defend the poor,
the children, the homeless, etc. — yet treat our businesses as though they are ene-
mies of the state? Who will come to their rescue? It’s easy to demonize or at least
exclude oneself from the plight of someone who owns a business. They must be
rich. They can afford that $500. After all, it’s not coming out of my pocket.

Personally, I do not own a business, so it would be easy to ignore this and go on
my way. But [ was reminded of Martin Niemoller’s quote about moral failure in the
face of the Holocaust: “First they came for the Communists, but I was not a
Communist, so I said nothing. Then they came for the Social Democrats, but I was
not a Social Democrat, so I did nothing. Then came for the trade unionists, but [ was
not a trade unionist. And then they came for the Jews, but I was not a Jew, so I did
little. Then when they came for me, there was no one left to stand up for me.”

How quickly we forget the lessons of history. Ask yourself, who will be left to
stand up for you?

Kathryn Morea
Santa Monica

A song for the ‘Unsung Hero’

Editor:

Classified staff at Santa Monica College selected Carl Gettleman, academic
computer instructional specialist at the college for 15 years, to receive this year’s
“Unsung Hero” honor in recognition of his leadership and efforts on their behalf.
The prestigious award was presented by California School Employees Association
(CSEA) Chapter 36 at an event celebrating union activists from throughout
Southern California. Gettleman quipped that “getting an award for being an unsung
hero is essentially self-nullifying, as the recipient of the award can no longer claim
to be unsung.” He was, of course, grateful for the Chapter’s acknowledgment.

Illegally fired by SMC in 1999, Gettleman regained his position after an arduous,
two-year legal battle with the SMC District over back wages. Reinstated, he
resumed his incisive criticisms of the policies of the college’s governing hierarchy.
He has continued to present both written and verbal reports effectively counteract-
ing SMC'’s relentless public relations campaign of misinformation. A fearless repre-
sentative of employees, Gettleman was one of the organizers of the college classi-
fied staff’s recent 83-percent vote of “no confidence” in SMC
President/Superintendent Piedad Robertson’s ability to lead the college, which par-
alleled the 86-percent “no confidence” vote by the SMC faculty.

Phil Hendricks
President, CSEA Chapter 36
Santa Monica College

Down on Main Street:
Keep Montana low-key

© 2004 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

In July, the City Council will act upon
proposed changes in development stan-
dards and permitted uses for Montana
Avenue approved Wednesday by the
Planning Commission.

In May 2000, because of neighbor con-
cerns and hard work by Councilman Kevin
McKeown, City Council approved interim
standards restricting the size of develop-
ments and prohibiting new incidental food
outlets on the commercial strip of Montana
that stretches 10 blocks from 7th Street to
17th Street. If recommendations approved
by the Planning Commission (based on
City staff recommendations) are adopted
permanently by City Council, neighbor-
hood livability around Montana could be
threatened once again.

Neighbors on both sides of Montana
and I strongly support more restrictive con-
ditions as a way of keeping our low-key,
neighborhood street from being overrun by
mini-malls and food and drink establish-
ments catering to the entire world.

Main Street is a prime example of a
commercial street where round-the-clock
activity has made life a living hell for
neighbors. Many businesses, especially
those with food or food and alcohol ser-
vice, operate from 6 a.m. until past mid-
night. After hours, the early a.m. freight
deliveries, cleaning noise, trash disposal,
sidewalk and patio washing and loud
music from uncaring employees’ radios
supplant the drunks’ shouting and scream-
ing, car horns, alarms, stereos and squeal-
ing tires. As one Main Street adjacent res-
ident told me, “It never stops and the city
does nothing.”

Which all leads me back to Montana
Avenue. We don’t want to see the street,
which is entirely surrounded by residential
neighborhoods, to become another “Main
Street” at the expense of our livability.

About a decade ago, the city painted
single traffic lanes on Montana Avenue.
Eager to see what affect this had on side
street traffic flow, some of us checked city
traffic studies of the area. The studies
showed traffic counts doubling on the 1400
block of Idaho Avenue — a strictly resi-
dential street south of Montana. Traffic had
substantially increased on the 800 blocks
of 14th and 15th Streets, too. However,
traffic patterns were relatively unchanged
on most other residential blocks.

There was (and is) a constant parade of
vehicles driving from Montana, down

Court 14 or 15th Street, west on Idaho and
up 14th Street to Montana. Drivers cir-
cled the block looking for preferably free
places to park while they patronized two
newly opened coffee shops and a new
bagel shop on the South side of the 1400
block of Montana Avenue.

City staff agreed these three new inci-
dental food businesses were causing the dra-
matic increase in adjacent street traffic —
not the new paint striping. And, it provided
further proof that persons “driving” to these
locations are most likely not “locals” living
adjacent to Montana Avenue.

Incidental food establishments are vir-
tually indistinguishable from cafes and
permitted to provide a quarter of the park-
ing required by a restaurant. It’s unfortu-
nate that the two “official neighborhood
groups,” staff and even the Planning
Commission itself ignored the fact that
most incidental food outlets on Montana
are woefully underparked and contribute
substantially to adjacent residential traf-
fic, pollution and parking woes.

Hopefully, City Council will correct
this and prohibit new incidental food per-
mits. And, I strongly suggest adding a per-
manent freeze on future alcohol permits as
another way to preserve the peace for sur-
rounding residents, especially at night.

Another issue concerns sidewalk din-
ing. Montana sidewalks are less than 10-
feet wide — much too narrow to safely
accommodate both sidewalk diners and
pedestrians. The staff recommended that a
four-foot wide clear path must be main-
tained. That’s not going to happen because
of parking meters, news racks, poles,
tables, chairs, trees, pets, shopping bags
and infant carriers. Therefore, City Council
has an opportunity to correct another bad
planning error and vote for public safety.

Development standards requiring
Planning Commission review of all pro-
jects in excess of 5,000 square feet and
lower development standards for new
construction should be approved to allow
more public input on potentially incom-
patible projects.

It’s not in the adjacent resident’s best
interests to re-open the street to more
intensive and potentially harmful neigh-
borhood impacting uses, so it’s up to the
City Council to step in and set things
right, again.

I urge all neighbors on both sides of
Montana Avenue to phone City Council at
310-458-8201 or e-mail council@Santa-
Monica.org. Tell them not to let Montana
Avenue become the ugly, loud, traffic-
generating, alcohol-soaked monster that
Main Street has become.

(Bill Bauer is a longtime Santa Monica
resident and freelance writer.)

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:

Santa Monica, CA 90401
Or email: sack@smdp.com

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
SOUND OFF IN THE DAILY PRESS!

Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202
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GUEST COMMENTARY

BY DONNA J. WARREN

Mike Feinstein
needs to come clean

After three years of delay and eva-
sion, Mike Feinstein needs to come
clean. I say that as one of Mike’s biggest
former fans. I'm the treasurer of the
Green Party of Los Angeles County, and
the Green Party of California’s most
recent candidate for Lt. Governor.

When I joined the Green Party in the
late 90s, Mike Feinstein was a hero. I was
a career auditor for the MTA and
President of the Los Angeles Chapter of
Government Accountants (AGA). I invit-
ed Mike to give our keynote address.

When allegations first surfaced that
Feinstein had been depositing Green
Party checks into a personally-con-
trolled credit union account, I backed
Mike. The law requires political dona-
tions to be reported under the Political
Reform Act, though, and I became
increasingly troubled that Mike would-
n’t provide records of how much was
collected and how it was spent.

One check in particular became an
undeniable problem, because the donor
told us in writing he meant it for the
Green Party of Los Angeles County
(GPLAC), not for Mike. Finally, in late
2003, I wrote Mike asking him to make
available the $10,000 donated to the
GPLAC less any amount supported by
documentation of a GPLAC-authorized
expenditure.

Mike responded with a letter threat-
ening legal action. I audited the books
and records of the GPLAC and deter-
mined that Mike owed the Green Party
$6,800 of the $10,000 check he deposit-
ed in his personal account.

To gain control of the bank records
that would provide for state-mandated
political donation filings, and to recover
some of the money, the Green Party
L.A. County Council unanimously
authorized filing a small claims suit and
requested immediate mediation.

Mike never mediated, and he didn’t
show up in court, either.

For the first hearing in February, he
denied having received notice. After
Santa Monica resident Chuck Allord per-
sonally served Feinstein at City Hall,

Mike postponed the court date and instead
packed the County Council with cronies
who pulled the case off the docket.

Wait a minute. The Treasurer has a
legal responsibility for the funds of the
organization. When I challenged the dis-
missal of the small claims court case,
Mike’s minions tried to oust me. They
did so in clear violation of organization-
al bylaws, but Mike sent another group
officer to the courthouse to tell the small
claims clerk to drop the case because I
had been fired.

Ten days later, the full County
Council affirmed that my ‘firing’ never
happened, but the damage was done.
The case was dead, and the opportunity
to bring into daylight the bank records
of political donations Mike deposited
was lost for the moment.

You see, now it’s been discovered
checks made out to the state Green Party
also were deposited in that account by
Mike Feinstein. The state party is now
demanding to see Mike’s bank records,
and this larger investigation won’t be so
casily evaded. Failing to make public
filings of political donations and expen-
ditures is serious business, and Mike’s
manipulations are wearing thin.

Ask yourself, why is Feinstein still
hiding those bank records? Why has he
chosen to delay month after month, over
three years now, ever since we first
found out about the missing $10,000?

As Treasurer, I have a fiduciary
responsibility to the Green Party. We
have given Mike Feinstein every oppor-
tunity to come clean. We’re not asking
for his money, we’re asking for our
money. We’re not asking for his records,
we’re asking for public records.
Political donations and expenditures are
a matter of public record, that’s the law.

Mike, make me a fan again, follow
the law.

(Donna J. Warren is an auditor and a
director of the Pacifica Radio National
Board. Shes a former Green Party can-
didate for Lt. Governor of California and
may be reached at cottry@sbcglobal.net.)
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City calls county’s bluft
about Killing squirrels

PLAGUE, from page 1

“(The county keeps) coming back to
us, every year or every other year, and
asking us to kill all the squirrels in
Palisades Park — and that just feels
wrong,” said McKeown, who brought the
issue to the council. “If there’s a way to
do this without going head to head with
the county, I would go toe to toe.”

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie warned
the council not to do anything deliberate-
ly against the county order, adding their
mandate is several weeks overdue.

“Whatever you decide we should do

.. we need to do it promptly, because
this is now a second notice from the
health official,” she said.

SPAY THAT BUGGER

Not all the council members wanted to
give the issue more attention. City
Councilwoman Pam O’Connor, who left
the dais before voting, said she thought it
was a bad decision to spend time and
resources on what is clearly a health prob-
lem, especially during tight economic
times.

“There are no natural predators to the
squirrels,” she said. “It’s not a natural
environment there. There are no bobcats.
Coyotes do not roam in Palisades Park.
And there’s no program — and I’'m not
saying there should be — to neuter the
squirrels. So they’re going to keep
expanding their population.”

City Councilman Bob Holbrook
recalled how the debate over squirrels
came up in the 1998 election, dubbed by
some the “squirrel campaign.”

“Everyone was upset about euthaniz-
ing squirrels, you know, they’re kind of
fun little animals. It got kind of heated,”
Holbrook said, adding the issue is more
serious than it may appear. “It’s the kind
of thing that sounds crazy, but they had
the, whatever it is, the organism that caus-
es, or virus that causes plague.”

Though they agreed to ask the county
for alternatives, City Councilman Mike
Feinstein and Mayor Richard Bloom both
expressed concerns.

“I don’t think that there are other prac-
tical methods (of controlling the squirrel
population), based on my understanding,
but there’s certainly no harm in asking the

county to reconsider,” Bloom said. “I do
believe this is a serious issue, and let me
be clear on that. I think that the control of
rodent populations and furtherance of
controlling the spread of disease is a very
real and serious issue ...

“We can control fleas on our domestic
animals — like dogs and cats — but that’s
because we have them accessible, and you
can put powder on them, you can control
fleas in your yard, you can put drops on
them. You really can’t nab the squirrels,
and grab ’em and do that every month,”
Bloom added.

SWISS CHEESE EFFECT

The fleas may not be the only problem.

“There’s another huge issue here,”
Holbrook said. “It’s the bluffs. And one of
the reasons they’re falling is they’re full
of holes.

“They’re like Swiss cheese out there.”

The plight of local ground squirrels was
discussed earlier this year as part of a $10
million plan to help shore up the eroding
bluffs. Part of the problem, officials said,
were thousands of tiny tunnels burrowed
through the bluffs, weakening them and
helping contribute to future slides.

Tree squirrels neither carry the plague
nor do they dig holes into the bluffs, offi-
cials said. Ground squirrels were the culprit.

McKeown at the time suggested relo-
cating the ground squirrels, rather than
killing them. County health officials since
have reported it is illegal to transport the
squirrels because of the health risks. It’s
also illegal to feed them.

What will happen next is unclear.

Though City Hall hopes the county
will cooperate in finding a way to deal
with the squirrels, staffers said health
authorities in a recent warning said if City
Hall doesn’t act fast, they will spread poi-
son themselves.

That possibility has many concerned,
because the county doesn’t employ the
special “bait tunnels” that City Hall has
used in the past. That method attracts
squirrels, who then pick up the poison and
carry it back to their resting spots. County
officials, staffers said, use what’s called a
“broadcast” method — where poison is
essentially scattered about, putting other
small, bluff-dwelling animals at risk.
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STATE

Air-dropped fish contributing to amphibians’ demise

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

EBBETTS PASS — High in the
Sierra Nevada south of Lake Tahoe, a half-
hour hike from the nearest road, Vance T.
Vredenburg fishes a hand into the snow
meltwater feeding a shallow, willow-lined
pond that may be unique in hosting four
species of increasingly rare amphibians.

The University of California, Berkeley,
researcher pulls out a male mountain yellow-
legged frog, already tagged with a rice grain-
sized microchip. It’s important, Vredenburg
said, to catalog the pond’s amphibian popu-
lations before they, too, “blink out.”

Throughout the world, frogs are dying
en masse, a phenomenon that concerns
scientists because the extremely sensitive
amphibians are among the first species to
react to wider environmental problems.
Global warming, increased solar radia-
tion, windblown pesticides, pollution and
diseases all are being explored as possible
reasons why the populations are croaking.

Yet Vredenburg found a simpler expla-
nation is one major cause: They’re being
eaten by trout air-dropped into pristine
mountain lakes across the West and in areas
as remote as the Andes in South America,
on every continent except Antarctica.

It’s another example that interfering
with nature brings unforeseen conse-
quences.

San Francisco epicureans introduced
Eastern bullfrogs a century ago because
they liked gourmet frog legs. The bull-
frogs have since devastated the population
of red-legged frogs thought to have
inspired Mark Twain’s Gold Rush-era
short story, “The Celebrated Jumping
Frog of Calaveras County.”

More recently, voracious northern pike
dumped into the northern Sierra’s Lake
Davis a decade ago are eating the lake’s
trout and costing the state millions of dol-
lars to eradicate.
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Late in the 1800s, anglers and hatchery
managers began hauling fish into high
mountain lakes in modified milk cans
lashed to mules. But in the 1950s, wildlife
managers discovered they could drop the
fingerlings from airplanes, easily seeding
thousands of previously inaccessible
lakes.

Now thousands of lakes across the
West  many of them in designated
wilderness areas  are regularly stocked
with trout, accounting for about 95 per-
cent of the larger, deeper lakes that once
were prime frog habitat.

“If you put fish in the lakes, they grow
really fast on the frog population,”
Vredenburg said.

The impact of trout ripples far beyond
any single pond by splintering frog popula-
tions and driving them to less desirable
areas, where they can more easily be wiped
out by a drought, deep winter freeze, dis-
ease or other disaster, he theorizes.

“You end up with these isolated mar-
ginal habitats that have frogs in them, then
they disappear,” Vredenburg said. “I think
the fish explain a large part of frog
decline.”

Vredenburg concentrated his studies on
mountain yellow-legged frogs, a species
that evolved at high altitudes with little
competition from fish.

With artificial stocking over the last
half-century, trout now occupy 90 percent
of the frogs’ remote habitat. The well-doc-
umented species once was so plentiful
researchers had trouble not stepping on
the critters; now they’re endangered in
Southern California and are awaiting a
similar listing in the Sierra.

To set up his eight-year study,
Vredenburg and his assistants hauled
camping and research equipment on their
backs into the remote Sixty Lake Basin of
Kings Canyon National Park, a two-day
hike from the nearest road.

He demonstrated that where there are fish,
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there are no breeding populations of frogs.

The relationship has been documented
in studies in Costa Rica, Spain and
Australia and those by the U.S. Forest
Service in California’s northern Cascades,
Idaho and Montana.

“It’s so conclusive that it’s not worth
arguing over,” said David Wake, a UC
Berkeley biology professor who orga-
nized the first international conference on
amphibian decline in 1990 after noticing
that frogs had disappeared from
Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite National
Park.

The good news is, once the fish are
removed, Vredenburg found frogs repopu-
lated the lakes to normal levels within
three years.

The research by Vredenburg and others
is driving experiments and policy changes
by state and federal agencies including the
National Park Service, which is removing
fish from 11 high altitude Sierra lakes to
see if frogs will return.

The California Department of Fish and
Game stopped stocking fish where yellow-
legged frogs live in 2001, ending aerial
stocking of about 75 percent of high moun-
tain lakes _ though the majority of trout
populations are self-sustaining. The depart-
ment has since surveyed more than 5,000
Sierra lakes for the frogs and found only a
tiny fraction with breeding populations.
The department is working with federal
agencies to balance the needs of trout and
frogs through basin-wide habitat plans.

“A lot of people have had trouble

accepting this, but I think it’s finally sink-
ing in,” said U.S. Forest Service
spokesman Matt Mathes.

Ed Pert, Fish and Game’s fisheries pro-
grams chief, doesn’t doubt that trout have
had a wide impact, but says Vredenburg’s
conclusions are too broad, particularly
when he didn’t compensate for other pos-
sible causes like disease and pollution.

Vredenburg has now shifted his
research to a mysterious disease that also
is playing havoc with frog populations. In
earlier experiments, he ruled out the effect
of solar radiation on mountain yellow-
legged frogs, though irradiation is known
to affect other species. And in some areas,
amphibians are dying where there are no
trout.

Wake thinks there is no single cause: “I
think the real answer is synergism _ death
by a thousand cuts.”

He discovered the pond near Ebbetts
Pass in 1985 while hiking with his family.
It’s the only place he or Vredenburg know
that is home to mountain yellow-legged
frogs, Pacific tree frogs, Yosemite toads
and long-toed salamanders.

In mid-June, snowdrifts remained
around the pond nestled at about 8,300
feet. Male frogs scrambled over the snow
to claim the best breeding territory around
the pond’s edge. A few days ago the
females arrived, and now Wake and
Vredenburg count the dozens of egg mass-
es that in a few more days will produce
clouds of tadpoles that will take years to
reach maturity and reproduce.
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WHAT'S PLAYING
THE CHRONICLES OF RIDDICK

A fine return to action-hero form
by Vin Diesel, but film suffers from
excess and a convoluted storyline.
Starring:  Diesel, Thandie
Newton, Judi Dench

NAPOLEON DYNAMITE
Boasts enough humdingers to
qualify as a winner in what has
thus far been a humdrum year
for comedies.

Starring: Jon Heder, Jon Gries,

GARFIELD

What abhorrent sin did
humankind commit to deserve
Breckin Meyer?

Starring: Meyer, Bill Murray,
Jennifer Love Hewitt

HARRY POTTER AND THE
PRISONER OF AZKABAN

Not only more visually appealing
than its forebears, it is decidedly
more mature and interesting. A
momentous motion picture that
effectively evokes author J.K.
Rowling’s bookish magic.
Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, Emma
Watson, Rupert Grint

THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW

Hampered by galumphing human
interest stories, but filled with
enough edge-of-the-seat action to
make itworth the price of admission.
Starring: Dennis Quaid, Jake
Gyllenhaal

RAISING HELEN

In the wake of a recent spate of
similar slush - “Jersey Girl” and
“Uptown Girls” come to mind - i
offer this: give it a rest, please.
Starring: Kate Hudson, John
Corbett

SAVED!

This cheeky indictment of religious
fundamentalism is at times engag-
ing, but suffers from an almost
fanatical aversion to subtlety.
Starring: Mandy Moore, Jena
Malone

BAADASSSSS!

A film that really lives up to its
name. Has the raw look and feel
that marked the coolest flicks the
blaxploitation era had to offer.
Starring: Mario Van Peebles

SOUL PLANE

The soundtrack kicks, the cristal
flows and crass comedy is in full
effect in this urbanized take on
the “Airplane” spoofs.
Starring: Snoop Dogg,
Hughley

SHREK 2

There are oodles of gut-busting
gags for all ages in a sequel that
not only does its predecessor
proud, but ranks among the fun-
niest animated features ever.
Starring: Mike Meyers, Eddie
Murphy, Cameron Diaz

TROY

A spirited throwback to the
sprawling war epics of yester-
year. Brad Pitt’s muscular perfor-
mance as Achilles is nearly unas-
sailable.

Starring: Brad Pitt, Eric Bana,
Orlando Bloom

D.L.

BREAKIN' ALL THE RULES

A mediocre WB sitcom disguised as
a big screen sex farce; wastes
decent talent on pablum that relies
far too heavily on unlikely coinci-
dence and lots of mistaken identity.
Starring: Jamie Foxx, Gabrielle
Union, Morris Chestnut

COFFEE AND CIGARETTES

A thoughtful collection of eleven
deadpan comedic vignettes from
indie icon Jim Jarmusch. A black
and white gallimaufry of talent
and abstraction.

Starring: Bill Murray, Cate Blanchett

‘Dodgeball’ hits
funny bone hard w39

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Some moviegoers may find the foundation
upon which this Ben Stiller-Vince Vaughn
vehicle is built to be too rudimentary —
grownups playing a silly childhood game —
but then again, anyone who shows up expect-
ing highbrow humor out of “Dodgeball”
deserves to get whacked in the noggin by a red
rubber ball. Film neophyte Rawson Marshall
Thurber (he created the “Terry Tate: Office
Linebacker” spots) wrote and directed this
comedy about a group of 98-pound weaklings
who have the dodgeballs to take on the big bul-
lies. It’s inane, implausible and — oh yeah —
at times very funny.

“Dodgeball” certainly doesn’t compare to
Stiller or Vaughn’s best stuff (“There’s
Something About Mary” and “Swingers,”
respectively), but there’s no shame in this game

either. Stiller effectively plays his
egomaniacal, self-loathing fitness

guru way over the top, and Vaughn is, as
usual, cooler than the other side of the pillow
as the good-natured protagonist. The main
players get assists from Rip Torn, Christine
Taylor (aka Mrs. Ben Stiller) and Stephen Root
(“Office Space”), all of whom deliver yuk-
yuks in key supporting roles.

Peter LaFleur (Vaughn) is the insouciant
proprietor and resident best bud to the proletar-
ian patrons of a rundown gym called “Average
Joe’s.” Peter’s business is doomed, thanks to a
neighboring iron-pumping palace, Globo Gym,
owned by White Goodman (Stiller). The
tanned and toned White’s got it in for Peter,
and is hellbent on bulldozing Average Joe’s.
After a sympathetic attorney from the bank
(Taylor) informs eventual love interest Peter
that 50 grand is needed to save his beloved
sweatshop, he and dodgeball legend Patches
O’Houlihan (Torn) lead a ragtag team of mis-

WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

fits to Vegas in
the hopes of
winning the cash

at a dodgeball
tournament. To do
so, they’ll need to
overcome White’s squad of roid-raging ringers
and their own foibles — one guy thinks he’s a
pirate, another is enervatively docile. Their
quest ultimately leads us to a profound truth:
Seeing people get nailed in the nuts by balls is
a real hoot.

(Rated PG-13 for rude and sexual humor,
and language. Running time.: 91 minutes)

Jet set: Hanks, Spielberg get emotional

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

It isn’t every day a poor shlub
gets a private sitdown with Steven
Spielberg and Tom Hanks at a
swanky left coast hotel, but for this
one it happened last Wednesday in
the 90210. The dynamic duo sat
down to discuss their new film
“The Terminal,” the old stuff and
being bosom buddies.

Q: What, if anything, were you
trying to convey in “The
Terminal” about an America that
is very different now than it was
before September 11, 2001?

STEVEN SPIELBERG:
Whatever I said about the post-9-
11 environment, I chose to say it
gently. This was not meant to be a
picture that emphasized politics or
the post-disaster environmaent
over character. Of course, this
country is much more vigilant at
our international airports because
of 9-11, but you have to make your
own inferences.

Q: Are we sacrificing too much
personal freedom in the name of
national security?

SS: We sometimes forget about
a teeny little thing called the
human being. We do tend to sus-
pect everybody. Suddenly every-
thing doesn’t look as safe as it

used to look before that horrible
disaster. This was an effort to try
and show audiences that the peo-
ple who travel internationally are,
for the most part, the same people
who traveled before 9-11, and that
we should try to start trusting each
other again.

Q: Tom, what’s your favorite
Spielberg movie?

TOM HANKS: Wow. Well,
what’s tough is, which films do
you not include on the list? From
the perspective of when I saw the
film, I’d say “Close Encounters of
the Third Kind.” It’s easily one of
the five greatest motion pictures
ever made. That’s not taking any-
thing away from “ET” or
“Schindler’s List” or “Saving
Private Ryan” — they’re all part of
the top ten, for crying out loud. But
“Close Encounters of the Third
Kind” made me poop my pants.

Q: Have you soiled yourself
over a Hanks movie, Steven?

TH: And we’re talking literally.

SS: (laughs) I pooped my pants
from both pathos and laughter
when I saw “A League of Their
Own.” That was a great character
you played — one of my favorite
performances of all time. And I
also think one of the greatest state-
ments ever made on the AIDS epi-
demic was “Philadelphia.”

Q: You’ve both made some
emotionally devastating movies.

Are you ever moved to tears while
you’re shooting the films?

SS: Absolutely. If you can have
an emotional reaction behind the
camera to what the actor is doing
in front of it, there’s no better sig-
nal that you’re really involved. On
“Schindler’s List” and “Saving
Private Ryan” there were whole
days where I would have tears in
my eyes all day long. And I’'m not
patting myself on the back — 1
think anybody, if they believe in
what they’re doing, gets caught up
in the emotional journey.

TH: You do get overpowered
by what’s going on. You know
you’re making a movie, of course,
but the emotional power is not like
you’re making a movie. After
what we did on Omaha Beach (in
“Saving Private Ryan”) I had a
day off, had a Guinness in the
afternoon, and two more at dinner-
time because I needed it.

Q: The question on every-
body’s mind is when are the two
of you going to bring “Bosom
Buddies” to the big screen?

TH: We have Steven working
on the storyboards. He’s got it all
ready to go. If we can shoot in the
Vatican — we’re just waiting for
those permits to come through —
we’ll have it.

Q: Steven, what can you tell us
about the next Indiana Jones film?
SS: It’s still in the process. I'm
hoping we’ll make it next summer.

Perhaps it’ll come out Memorial
Day of ’06, but I can’t promise
you that. I was certain it was going
to be shot this summer, coming
out "05, but that didn’t happen so |
didn’t want to make a promise I
can’t keep to the public.

TH: What’s the actual name of
it? Does it have a name?

SS: Indy 4

TH: Just Indy 4? (chuckles)
Indy 4. You gotta come up with
something better than that.

SS: I'll leave that up to you,
Tom.

TH: Only if I get one of those
cool Indy Jones hats.

Q: What was your worst airport
experience?

TH: There was a four-hour
storm delay, we were already in
the plane, pulled away from the
gate, sitting on the runway.
(Impersonating a flight attendant)
“Ladies and gentlemen, there’s a
storm all over the east coast.” We
couldn’t leave until the gate was
cleared at La Guardia, so we were
sitting there for a while at O’Hare.
We were in the plane, on the run-
way, on a flight that was going to
take an hour and a half, but we
were sitting on the runway at
O’Hare for four hours.

Q: Must have been hot?
TH: It’s not necess...
no... it’s stufty.
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‘Terminal’ should be removed from life-support

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Frequent  collaborators Steven
Spielberg and Tom Hanks (“Saving
Private Ryan,” “Catch Me If You Can”)
once again team up, this time with fellow
Academy Award-winner Catherine Zeta-
Jones, in an unlikely story about an
Eastern European traveler who finds him-
self stranded indefinitely inside New
York’s JFK airport following a military
coup in his homeland that renders his pass-
port invalid. Stanley Tucci and “Y Tu
Mama Tambien’s Diego Luna are also on
board for this surprisingly flawed film that

proves even the best of the best are fallible.
Sitting through “The Terminal,” it’s
easy to relate to the main character,
Viktor Navorski, who is stuck some-
where awfully boring (when was the last
time anyone had fun at an airport?) for
what feels like an eternity. What Viktor
fails to grasp as the days turn into months
inside the terminal, is that all he has to do
to escape is walk out. While it’s doubtful
many filmgoers will do just that, it’s safe
to say that by the time the final credits
roll lots of folks will be wishing they’d
chosen a more lively destination.
There’s nothing truly objectionable
about “The Terminal” — it’s well-acted
and seems to have good intentions — but

‘Weeping Camel’ a film
that need not be deserted

BY DAN DUNN

Special to the Daily Press

Legendary documentarian Robert J.
Flaherty (“Nanook of the North”) once
said his primary ambition as a filmmak-
er was to “show how a rose smells.” In
the delightful “The Story of the Weeping
Camel,” fresh talents Byambasuren
Davaa and Luigi Falorni channel the
spirit of Flaherty, whose work was a
major inspiration to this project, deliver-
ing an ethereal treasure that inspires all
of the senses.

Set in the vast, remote Gobi Desert of
Mongolia — one of the last undefiled
places on earth still capable of stirring
the imagination — “Weeping Camel”
follows a real family of nomadic

herders who face a crisis when a moth-
er camel rejects her newborn calf after a
particularly difficult birth. The herders,
several generations strong, employ a
number of methods to coax the mother
into nursing the baby, eventually sum-
moning a violinist to assist an ancient
ritual that, if successful, will not only
save the calf, but bring the mother
camel to tears.

Audiences will weep as well, as the
soul of this magically simplistic film is
as stirring as the visuals. And if they
awarded golden statuettes to the hoofed
ruminants of the family Camelidae
(look it up, people), well, the little white
calf would be a shoe-in to take home the
hardware.

(Rated PG for some mild thematic
content. Running time: 90 minutes)

‘World’ beaters are just beat

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

One thing’s for sure, you could spend
80 days trekking the globe and you’d be
seriously hard-pressed to unearth anything
more odious than this high-priced turd of a
remake. Disney’s “Around the World in 80
Days” is shamefully violent (it is, after all,
supposed to be a family film) and contains
enough offensive racial stereotypes to
make even the crassest Howard Stern fan
cringe. The gags are awful, performances
sub-par and the obligatory fight scenes
serve only to remind that star Jackie Chan
is really getting old. And he’s not aging
gracefully either. Once considered a singu-
lar talent who combined the martial arts
expertise of Bruce Lee with the comedic
prowess of Buster Keaton in making some
of the best Chinese movies ever, Chan has
sold-out for Hollywood greenbacks and, in
the process, devolved into a pathetic Asian
caricature. Here, he voluntarily subjugates
himself to be the white man’s valet,
Passepartout, who can sing, knows karate
and is careful to offer “a thousand pardons”
whenever he’s reproached by his master.

Based on the novel by Jules Verne,
“Around the World” chronicles the adven-

tures of 19th Century persnickety British
inventor Phileas Fogg (Steve Coogan),
who — on a bet with England’s crooked
Minister of Science (Jim Broadbent) —
attempts to circle the planet in just 80
days. It’s a Victorian-era “The Amazing
Race” rife with possibility, but it stumbles
right out of the gate and never recovers.

Coogan, who was fantastic in “24 Hour
Party People” is surely going to regret this
choice, and Broadbent — a recent
Academy Award-winner for his support-
ing role in “Iris” — needs not only fire his
agent, he must remove him from his
Christmas card list as well. Chan, with a
string of recent missteps that includes
“The Medallion,” “The Tuxedo” and a gig
judging the Miss World Pageant, appears
to be a lost cause. Next up for him is
“Rush Hour 3.” Ooh, can’t wait!

One bright spot here is French actress
Cecile de France, who wows in her
English language debut as Fogg’s love
interest. In a nod to its cameo-laden pre-
decessor, “Around the World” trots out
John Cleese, Kathy Bates and the gover-
nor of California. As you’ve no doubt
gathered, they don’t much help matters.

(Rated PG for action violence, some
crude humor and mild language. Running
time: 93 minutes)

the plot points are so far-fetched that it’s
nearly impossible to invest oneself in the
story. An entire government collapsed
while Viktor was in the air — sheesh,
how far away is the fictional village of
Krakozhia? Hard-ass airport official
Frank Dixon (Tucci) can’t find a single
European in JFK to translate when he
interrogates Viktor? So he turns him loose
in the terminal where Viktor instantly
learns English, befriends a multi-ethnic
band of brothers and chows fast food.
C’mon, that’s nearly as hard to believe as
Catherine Zeta-Jones’ stunning, neurotic
stewardess falling for a frumpy foreign
rube who sleeps on a cot at Gate 67.

“Already

-%

- .

o

We’re supposed to buy that everyone
from the Homeland Security officers to
the gals at the counter at Burger King
(product placement is off the hook in this
movie — guess we’re supposed to buy
Whoppers, too) adopt Viktor as a sort of
duty-free mascot, but let’s face it, even
in pre-9/11 America, it’s impossible to
believe that a scenario even remotely
like the one upon which this film relies
could ever exist. It’s this dubious
premise that keeps “The Terminal,” like
Viktor, stuck in airport limbo hell.

(Rated PG-13 for brief language and
drug references. Running time: 129 minutes)

- Newsweek
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Spurned California senators feel Bush-whacked

BY ERICA WERNER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Sens. Dianne Feinstein and
Barbara Boxer released angry letters to President Bush
and federal energy regulators this week, urging them to
agree immediately to California’s demands for billions in
refunds from the state’s 2000-01 energy crisis.

The Democrats cited new transcripts of Enron Corp.
traders gloating and swapping profanities as they dis-
cussed cheating California on energy sales.

“We have now seen proof that is irrefutable that we
were essentially robbed,” Boxer told a press conference.

She released a letter to Bush asking him to seek the
resignation of any member of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission who doesn’t agree California
should receive refunds of $8.9 billion for overcharges.

In a letter to FERC Chairman Pat Wood, Feinstein
criticized a May FERC order that requires California to
pay Enron and other energy companies almost $270 mil-
lion in refunds for power they purchased from state sell-
ers at the height of the crisis.

“World Famous”
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“To ask Californians to repay energy companies $270 million after the
fraud perpetrated against them is preposterous. Californians lost hillions
during the 2000-2001 energy crisis while energy traders mocked them.
California consumers are the ones who deserve some relief.”

“To ask Californians to repay energy companies $270
million after the fraud perpetrated against them is pre-
posterous,” Feinstein said in a statement. “Californians
lost billions during the 2000-2001 energy crisis while
energy traders mocked them. California consumers are
the ones who deserve some relief.”

California Attorney General Bill Lockyer filed a
motion with FERC this week asking regulators to reverse
the order. FERC spokesman Kevin Cadden said he could-
n’t comment on Feinstein’s complaints about the order
because the matter was pending before his agency.

A public utility district in Washington state recently
released records indicating Enron manipulated the energy
market practically every day during the 2000-01 power
crunch and gouged Western customers for at least $1.1 bil-
lion. The utility also has released details of conversations
in which Enron traders gleefully discuss ripping off “those
poor grandmothers” in California and gloat about a forest
fire shutting down a transmission line.

California contends it is owed some $9 billion in
refunds from overcharges by electricity sellers during the
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energy crisis, while FERC has put the number at about $3
billion. Officials are still calculating a final number.

“The bottom line is due process takes time, all parties
have to have an opportunity to have their say in the pro-
ceedings, and we’re acting on these matters based on the
facts and the law and we’re going to continue to act on
these matters according to the facts and the law,” said
FERC spokesman Bryan Lee.

Boxer and Feinstein sent a joint letter to Wood on June
2, shortly after the tapes of Enron traders became public,
asking him to order the refunds.

Boxer released Wood’s 1 1/2-page response, dated June
7, on Wednesday. He didn’t comment on the contents of
the tapes but wrote, “The commission takes very seriously
your concerns about market manipulation. The commis-
sion has received copies of the tapes you mentioned and is
pursuing Enron’s misdeeds in every way possible.”

White House spokesman Ken Lisaius said he hadn’t
seen Boxer’s letter to Bush but officials would respond to
the senator after reviewing the letter.
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LA’s Library Tower was initially a 9/11 target

BY SETH HETTENA

Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO — The tallest building
in California and other West Coast sites
were on an early list of targets for the
Sept. 11 plot, the commission investigat-
ing the attacks reported this week.

The mastermind of the attacks, Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed, said he originally
envisioned an attack involving 10
hijacked planes. He proposed crashing
them into CIA and FBI headquarters,
unidentified nuclear power plants and the
tallest buildings in California and
Washington state. At 1,017 feet, Library
Tower in Los Angeles is the tallest build-
ing west of the Mississippi.

The expanded plan was rejected by
Osama bin Laden, who ultimately
approved a mission involving four planes.
Training for it began in 1999.

The commission’s 20-page outline of
the Sept. 11 plot, based on interviews with
government officials and documents,
filled some of the gaps in the events lead-

ing up to the deadliest attacks on U.S. soil
and raised fresh questions.

The report answered the question of
what led the first two hijackers who
entered the United States to pick San Diego
as their first base of operations _ a phone
book. But what the pair did for the first two
weeks after their arrival remains a mystery.

Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar,
who were aboard the flight that crashed
into the Pentagon, arrived Jan. 15, 2000,
at Los Angeles International Airport. For
the first two weeks, the two Saudis appear
to have frequented the King Fahd Mosque
in Culver City, possibly staying in a near-
by apartment. The commission said it is
continuing to investigate their activities
and associates.

Last month, the mosque’s imam, a
Saudi consular official named Fahad al
Thumairy, was denied entry at LAX and
expelled from the United States. U.S. offi-
cials said his name was on a list of people
with suspected links to terrorism.

Mohammed, who is in U.S. custody at
undisclosed location overseas, told inves-

tigators he sent Alhazmi and Almihdhar to
San Diego because he learned of the city’s
flight and language schools from a phone
book. Alhazmi barely spoke English;
Almihdhar spoke none. The two received
permission to seek help at local mosques.

Among the commission’s disclosures:

B Despite their poor English,
Almihdhar and Alhazmi were picked for
the mission because they were “so eager
to participate in the attacks” they already
had obtained U.S. visas. They had both
been inspired by a friend who was a sui-
cide bomber in the 1998 attack on the U.S.
embassy in Kenya.

B Mohdar Abdullah, a San Diego State
University student, helped Alhazmi and
Almihdhar and later made jailhouse
claims that he had advance knowledge of
the attacks. Abdullah last month was
deported to Yemen. The FBI has been
unable to fully corroborate his con-
tentions. Abdullah’s attorney, Randall B.
Hamud, called the allegations “a total lie.”

M In June 2000, Almihdhar abruptly left

San Diego to visit his family in Yemen.
Apparently, he did so without
Mohammed’s permission, the Sept. 11
commission reported. Mohammed was dis-
pleased and wanted to remove him from
the operation, but Bin Laden interceded
and Almihdhar remained part of the plot.

The commission cleared the wife of the
Saudi ambassador to the United States,
Princess Haifa al-Faisal, saying it found no
evidence she provided money “directly or
indirectly” to the Sept. 11 conspiracy.

The princess, wife of Saudi Arabia’s
U.S. ambassador, Prince Bandar, came
under scrutiny because she had sent checks
to the wife of Osama Basnan, one of two
Saudi nationals living in San Diego who
befriended the hijackers. The Saudi gov-
ernment, which strongly denies providing
support for terrorists, says those checks
were charitable donations to help cover the
medical expenses of Basnan’s wife.

The commission report said there is no
evidence that Basnan and the other Saudi,
Omar al-Bayoumi, provided funding to
the two hijackers.
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Business proves a cure-all for bored physicians

BY PAUL FOY
AP Business Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — Dr. Molly
Hutsinpiller says she has the best job in
medicine.

Her work for a physician staffing
agency has taken her from the South Pole
to Alaska. She can pick and choose the
assignments, or not work at all. She does-
n’t have to support an office or staff and
her agency covers expenses for airfare,
rental cars, lodging and malpractice insur-
ance — “everything except gas and food.”

She’s a doctor for hire who practices
medicine and nothing more.

“You have power over your schedule,”
said the 48-year-old emergency physician
from her Snowbird resort time-share, rest-
ing after 3 1/2 months at the South Pole,
where she worked for National Science
Foundation contractor Raytheon Co. and
dealt mostly with altitude sickness at the
9,000-foot base.

A business started 25 years ago this fall
by a University of Utah medical student
— hiring doctors like smokejumpers for
temporary assignments, often to remote
places — has provided thousands of
physicians like Hutsinpiller with reliable
work and ballooned into a $2 billion
industry.

“They’re needed and appreciated, and

they don’t get sucked into professional
politics. It’s pure medicine, without all the
hassles,” said Dr. Therus Kolff, who start-
ed the physician-for-hire business known
by the industry name locum tenens —
Latin for “holding a place.”

Kolff, an entrepreneur who started four
companies, now sits on the board of Salt
Lake-based VISTA Staffing Solutions,
which can draw on a pool of more than
1,200 physicians, including Hutsinpiller.
Their wages range from $50 an hour for
basic emergency care to as much as
$2,000 a day for neurosurgeons, depend-
ing on the assignment.

“If they don’t want to go to North
Dakota in February, they don’t have to,”
said VISTA chief executive Mark Brouse,
who can resort to horse-trading to find doc-
tors willing to take less desirable postings:
“We’ll send you to Hawaii in March.”

Physicians work anywhere from a
week or less on U.S. assignments to as
much as six months overseas, typically
earning $400 a day for family practice or
about $1,200 for specialists.

VISTA, which screens and certifies
doctors, covers their malpractice insurance
with a $1 million annual premium, Brouse
said. The company has as many as 200
physicians under contract any given day.

The demand for these footloose doc-
tors is expected to steadily increase as the
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U.S. population grows and gets propor-
tionally older, while U.S. medical schools
are limited in the number of new doctors
they can graduate, Kolff said.

Regional disparities in the supply of
doctors, who tend to gravitate to metro-
politan areas, gave rise to shortages in the
first place.

Kolff was a medical student when he
landed a federal grant to supply medical
help to rural areas and Indian reservations
across the West where doctors are scarce.

In 1979 he founded Comprehensive
Health Systems, selling that company in
the early 1990s. Through a series of merg-
ers it’s now called CompHealth Group,
one of seven big players in the medical
staffing industry. VISTA is the fifth
largest and fastest growing player, supply-
ing doctors only. Others deploy nurses as
well. The roll call of agencies includes
another 60 mom-and-pop operations.

Kolff, 55, comes from a family of doc-
tors including his father, grandfather, two
uncles and three brothers. Another brother
is a medical architect who designs hospi-
tals and clinics.

Their 93-year-old Dutch immigrant
father, Willem J. Kolff, invented the kid-
ney dialysis machine and headed the
Division of Artificial Organs at the
University of Utah until 1999.

Therus (pronounced “Terrus") Kolff

says many doctors are fed up with pushing
paper, fighting insurers, keeping long hours
and paying exorbitant malpractice rates.
When the economy and stock market
rebound, he predicts, many older physi-
cians will cash out their retirement portfo-
lios and retire, aggravating the doctor short-
age and giving companies like VISTA and
its contractor-physicians more business.
Hutsinpiller has worked for VISTA and
other staffing agencies off and on since
1998. An engineer, she decided at 32 to
pursue a medical degree at the University
of Utah. She completed a residency in
Denver, then worked for the Colorado
Outward Bound School for nine years
while spending winters skiing.
“Financially single” but married, she
visits her husband and his daughter in
Spokane, Wash., between assignments
and spends Augusts at Priest Lake in
northern Idaho. She still owns a house in
Salt Lake City, which she rents out.
Hutsinpiller has spent parts of the past
few weeks pulling 24-hour shifts at one
hospital in Ketchikan, Alaska, and
overnight shifts at another hospital in
Anchorage. She could make more money
being a regular doctor with fixed hours
but “my needs are not huge.”
“Life is so short, you have to enjoy it,”
she said.
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Ocean’s a-lovin’: J-1 proves it’s never too late for love

BY MARY PEMBERTON

Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — J-1 was
doing more than whispering sweet noth-
ings to Aurora as the two clutched each
other in a deep embrace in a secluded cor-
ner last month.

It turns out that J-1 had all the right
moves. Aurora is happily laying long strings
of nearly translucent eggs in her tank.

“She basically stays there hanging on
the wall, and the eggs are extruded and
sent out of her mantle,” Richard Hocking,
aquarium curator at the Alaska SeaLife
Center, said recently.

Aurora, a Giant Pacific octopus, began
laying eggs last weekend by dribbling them
down the sides of her tank. Lately, she’s
taken to laying discrete clusters. She could
lay 60,000 to 100,000 eggs — about what’s
expected from a Giant Pacific octopus.

She likes to use one or more of her
eight arms to gently move the eggs and
press them to the walls of her 3,600-gal-

lon tank, part of the Seward center’s
“Denizens of the Deep” exhibit.

Aquarists at the center could only won-
der what went on the morning of May 11
when the aging J-1, who up until then had
lived a strictly bachelor life, was intro-
duced to the slightly younger Aurora.

During their brief but oh-so-intense
encounter, when they were both gripping
the back of the tank and his body nearly
covered hers, did J-1 pass his sper-
matophore packet to Aurora? Did she
accept it? Would she choose to conceive?

That’s right, female Giant Pacific octo-
puses can choose to conceive in what is
known as delayed fertilization. Apparently,
J-1 had the right stuff.

“l am amazed by this animal’s vitality,”
Hocking said of J-1, an 81-pound octopus
which at more than 5 years is considered
elderly. “This animal has a lot of vitality,
more than any other I’ve seen in an octopus.”

When J-1 began acting cranky with
Aurora early last week, he was removed
from her tank. Giving her privacy and

dimming the exhibit lights to simulate
den-like conditions may have been just
what she craved. Aurora began laying
eggs just a few days later.

In the wild, Giant Pacific octopus
females stop eating when caring for eggs,
weaken and die about the same time as the
eggs hatch.

Hocking said Aurora will continue to
be given food but the inevitable will hap-
pen. Her immune system eventually will
shut down and she will die. The only
question is when.

Aurora was about the size of a grapefruit
when she was found in 2002 living inside
an old tire in front of the SeaLife Center.

J-1, who was only about the size of a
quarter when collected on a beach near
Seldovia in 1999, now measures 12 feet
when stretched out. He is doing fine for
now, but basically he’s on his way out, too.

“Nothing is forever for an octopus.
Five years is a long time,” Hocking said.

In the meantime, aquarists will keep a
close eye on the eggs. Over the next cou-

ple of weeks, they’ll be looking for a
darkening in the eggs to indicate the
development of baby octopuses. If the
eggs are fertile, they could produce young
in two or three months.

To prepare for the big event, aquarists
at the center are talking with colleagues at
the Seattle Aquarium and the Oregon
Coast Aquarium in Newport to find out
what to expect.

If the eggs are fertile and they hatch,
the center would be lucky to have a hand-
ful survive. Then aquarists have to figure
out what to feed the babies as they grow.
Hocking said octopuses are pretty specif-
ic about what they will eat and when.
They may try using a net to troll for live
plankton from open waters near Seward.

“We will learn a lot,” Hocking said.
“Almost the easy part is getting the eggs
fertilized, and the animals do that. They
did their part and then they go away and
they die.”

Crop insurance industry sues over government subsidies

BY RYAN J. FOLEY

Associated Press Writer

DES MOINES, lowa — A coalition
of insurance companies is suing the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, claiming the
government has shortchanged them mil-
lions of dollars in a program to provide
crop insurance to farmers.

The lawsuit, and a separate disagree-
ment over new terms set by USDA for the
Federal Crop Insurance Program, are the
latest battles between the crop insurance
industry and the government.

Taxpayers subsidize the program to
help farmers who lose crops to natural dis-
asters — such as the flooding, hail and tor-
nadoes that struck across a large swath of
the Midwest this spring. The result is
lower premiums for farmers, but insurance
companies complain they aren’t reim-
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bursed adequately by the government.

“The way it’s been going, you’ve had a
significant amount of unreimbursed costs
that have been imposed on the companies
for years,” said Elizabeth Haws, a lobby-
ist with the American Association of Crop
Insurers, a trade association.

The companies warn that cuts to the
program could reduce insurance availabil-
ity to farmers or force companies in the
industry to merge to be profitable.

In their lawsuit, filed this week in fed-
eral court in Council Bluffs, they claim
the government violated a 1998 contract
when Congress cut their fees and subsi-
dies. They said the changes cost the com-
panies at least $60 million between 1999
and 2002.

Eight of the 12 companies in the law-
suit, including ACE Property and
Casualty Insurance Co. and Alliance

APPROACH THEM LOGICALLY
CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION AND SYSTEM ASSESSMENT

(310) 6349009

COMPUTERLOGIXS@HOTMAIL.COM

COMPUTER LOGIXS

Insurance Cos., continue to take part in
the program, originally started in the
1930s to help farmers cope with the Dust
Bowl.

USDA this week announced further
cuts in subsidies in a new agreement with
companies. Companies have until June 30
to decide whether to sign the agreement,
which reduces reimbursements industry-
wide by $36 million over two years.

Trade groups predict that some of the
14 companies now in the program will opt
to drop out or merge. That will mean
fewer choices for farmers, especially in
high-risk areas where companies don’t
want to operate, officials said.

“This year certainly is starting out to be
very challenging, so I think the crop insur-
ance industry is justifiably very worried
about what’s going on,” said Paul Horel,
president of the Crop Insurance Research

Do you have community news?

Submit news releases
Email to: sack@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913

Bureau in Overland Park, Kan. “It’s going
to be real challenging for much of the
industry to be profitable over the next
couple years with this agreement.”

Farmers and ranchers paid more than
$3 billion in premiums to protect 215 mil-
lion acres of land under the program in
2002, according to the research group.

Shirley Pugh, a spokeswoman for
USDA’s Risk Management Agency,
declined to comment on the lawsuit, but said
the new contract was necessary because
new technology and planning is allowing
farmers to better manage their risk.

“The growing complexity and expan-
sion of risk management tools for farmers
has taken us well beyond traditional crop
insurance and we need a new forward-
looking agreement between the govern-
ment and the companies,” she said.
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9/11 commission: U.S. was dazed and confused

BY HOPE YEN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The terror strikes
of Sept. 11, 2001 overwhelmed all imme-
diate efforts at response or even full com-
prehension, a bipartisan commission
reported Thursday, and spread such con-
fusion that Vice President Dick Cheney
mistakenly thought U.S. warplanes shot
down two aircraft.

The front line civilian and military
agencies struggled to “improvise a home-
land defense against an unprecedented
challenge they had never encountered and
had never trained to meet,” the panel said.

“We fought many phantoms that day,”
Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the panel. He
noted that reports of car bombings and
other terrorist acts spread quickly in the
nerves-on-edge hours after the World
Trade Center and Pentagon were struck by
planes hijacked by terrorists.

The panel met as President Bush person-
ally disputed its day-old finding that there
was no “collaborative relationship”
between Saddam Hussein and the al-Qaida
terrorist network responsible for the attacks.

“There was a relationship between Iraq
and al-Qaida,” the president said after a
Cabinet meeting at the White House.

The dispute is a significant one, since
Bush and top administration officials
cited ties between al-Qaida and the Iraqi
dictator in the run-up to the invasion of
Iraq in 2003.

The bipartisan commission issued its
latest findings as it held the last public

session of a momentous review of the
worst terror strikes in the nation’s history.
The panel is expected to make a final
report next month into the events that
killed nearly 3,000.

The commission said efforts to respond
to four hijackings that day were plagued
on multiple fronts.

Among them was difficulty in estab-
lishing secure communications between
President Bush, who was in Florida at the
time of the attack, and officials in
Washington, the panel said.

“The president himself said in our
interview with him how frustrated he
was,” said former Rep. Lee Hamilton,
vice chairman of the panel.

Some commissioners were sharply
critical of the FAA. One, former Navy
Secretary John Lehman, called its perfor-
mance a “real inescapable failure.”

The commission said the military
never received more than nine minutes
notice from the FAA on any of the four
hijackings.

It added there was a delay in passing
along an order for pilots to shoot down
any hostile aircraft.

Additionally:

B The first call from the FAA to the
military for help prompted a question: “Is
this real-world or exercise?

B One plane moved into a gap in
Federal Aviation Administration radar
coverage.

B A single air traffic controller wound
up with responsibility for two hijacked
planes simultaneously.

Here's to becoming a classic

Happy 50th Melinda

from your friends at the
Daily Press and the BEAR

B The FAA failed to notify the military
that one of the four planes had been hijacked.

B The FAA incorrectly told the mili-
tary that the first plane to crash into the
World Trade Center was still in the air
after impact.

The commission’s report steered clear
of any claims that the planes could have
been intercepted.

“NORAD (North American Air Defense
Command) officials have maintained that
they would have intercepted and shot down
United 93. We are not so sure,” the report
said. That was the hijacked plane that
crashed into the Pennsylvania countryside,
evidently after passengers struggled with
the terrorists aboard.

“Their actions saved the lives of count-
less others,” the panel said.

Gen. Ralph E. Eberhart, NORAD com-
mander, testified that given the changes
implemented since them, the military
would be able to shoot down the plane if
it got immediate notice from the FAA.

If FAA and NORAD officials were
scrambling to deal with the strikes, so,
too, were top officials of the government.

Cheney, in a secure, below-ground
White House facility, received Bush’s
approval for pilots to shoot down aircraft
deemed hostile. The vice president con-
veyed the order.

At midmorning, more than a half-hour
after the order had been given, Cheney told
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld he
thought it had been carried out.

“It’s my understanding that they’ve
already taken a couple of aircraft out,”
Cheney said, according to the partial tran-
script of a conference call that the com-
mission released.

While it is customary for commission
staff to read their report aloud, this one
was augmented by snippets of tape
recordings made that day as well as
graphics demonstrating the flight paths of
the four hijacked plans.
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A particularly haunting transmission
came from the cockpit of American
Airlines Flight 11, which took off from
Boston and was the first plane to strike the
World Trade Center. A person believed to
be Mohamed Atta, the alleged ringleader
of the 19 hijackers, who piloted the plane,
is heard saying to passengers: “We have
some planes. Just stay quiet and you’ll be
OK. We are returning to the airport.”

Later, Atta told the passengers, “If you
try to make any moves, you’ll endanger
yourself and the airplane.”

The report largely blamed inadequate
emergency procedures that contemplated
more time to react to a traditional hijack-
ing rather than a suicide hijacking.

In many cases, the panel praised the
actions of government personnel forced to
make split-second decisions. In the hours
just after the attacks occurred, nearly
4,500 planes in the air had to be landed as
quickly as possible. To do that, air traffic
controllers first had to reroute about a
quarter of them.

“We do not believe that an accurate
understanding of the events of that morn-
ing reflects discredit on the operational
personnel,” the report said.

The report said air traffic controllers
realized at 8:24 a.m. on Sept. 11 that
Flight 11 was being hijacked, but lost sev-
eral minutes notifying layers of command
before contacting NORAD. The plane
crashed at 8:46 a.m.

Controllers, meanwhile, didn’t realize
American Airlines Flight 77 — which
took off from Dulles Airport outside
Washington — might be hijacked when it
mysteriously started veering off course at
8:54 a.m. The plane then traveled unde-
tected for 36 minutes toward Washington,
due in part to a radar glitch.

The confusion meant only an unarmed
military cargo plane could be diverted to
track the plane. The plane located Flight 77
but its crew could do nothing as the com-
mercial jetliner crashed into the Pentagon.
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Car bomb attack on Iraqi military camp Kills 3

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A sport utility
vehicle packed with artillery shells blew up
Thursday in a crowd of people waiting to
volunteer for the Iraqi military, killing at
least 35 people and wounding 138. Another
car bomb north of the capital killed six
members of the Iraqi security forces.

The explosion in Baghdad was part of a
surge of violence on U.S. coalition forces
and their Iraqi allies ahead of the transfer
of sovereignty to Iraqis on June 30.

The blast scattered bodies and debris
across a four-lane highway outside
Baghdad’s Muthanna airport, which is
used as a base by both the Iraqi Civil
Defense Corps and the U.S. military. The
explosion could be heard for several miles
and sent a cloud of smoke over the city.

Iraq’s interior minister said he believed
an al-Qaida-linked militant, Abu Musab al-
Zargawi, was connected to the bombing.

No American or Iraqi troops were
wounded, U.S. Army Col. Mike Murray
said. Most of the victims appeared to be
poor Iraqis hoping to join the security forces
because job opportunities here are limited.

“This clearly again was an attack that
has hurt the Iraqi people,” Murray said.

Another car bomb exploded Thursday
afternoon in a village near Balad, 50 miles
north of Baghdad, killing six ICDC mem-
bers and injuring four others, the U.S. 1st
Infantry Division said. The ICDC is the
main internal security force, created by
U.S. administrators to battle insurgents.

The bombing came a day after a rocket
slammed into a U.S. logistics base near

Balad, killing three U.S. soldiers and
wounding 25 people.

A top U.S. military official said
Thursday’s bombing in Baghdad appeared
to fit a new pattern from al-Zarqawi’s ter-
ror network in Iraq: simpler, more frequent
car bombings to shake confidence in Iraqi
security forces ahead of the handover.

Asked by reporters if he saw al-
Zarqawi’s hand in the attack, interim
Interior Minister Falah Hassan al-Naqib
said “I think there is some links.”

“We are quite sure and confident they
are not Iraqis,” al-Naqib said. “And we
have very good indications that they came
from abroad.”

Al-Nagqib said that one of al-Zarqawi’s
aides had been arrested, though he didn’t
say, who, where or when.

Many of the Baghdad victims had just
gotten off a bus at about 9 a.m., Murray
said. About 100 volunteers were trying to
enter the recruiting center when the white
sport utility vehicle crashed into the
crowd, ICDC Capt. Hani Hussein said.

Another 175 Iraqis already accepted into
the security force were inside the gate of the
facility, but none of them was injured.

“We were standing waiting for our turn
to register,” Rafid Mudhar told The
Associated Press from his hospital bed.
“All of a sudden, we heard big explosion
and most of those standing fell on the
ground including me.”

He said he was unconscious for a while,
then managed to reach a nearby ambulance.

Bloody bodies covered in dust were
scattered around the blast site. One dead
man lay prostrate in the center of a high-
way median.

An artillery shell could be seen lying
on the road.

At least 35 people died and 138 were
injured, health ministry official Saad al-
Amili said.

Surrounded by Western security guards
and Iraqi police, interim Prime Minister
Iyad Allawi visited the scene of
Thursday’s blast and described it as a
“cowardly attack.”

“We are going to face these escala-
tions,” he said. “The Iraqi people are
going to prevail and the government of
Iraq is determined to go ahead in con-
fronting the enemies, whether they are
here in Iraq or whether they are anywhere
else in the world.”

Yas Khudair, an ICDC member, said all
the victims were “poor people” who “want-
ed to volunteer to support their families.”

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
said the string of recent attacks would not
affect the handover of sovereignty.

“The terrorists used to justify their ter-
ror saying it was against the occupation.
The occupation is going to end in 12 days
time; now the terrorists appear to be try-
ing to stop the transfer of power to the
Iraqi people themselves.

“We and the Iraqi people will not be
deterred. The transfer of power will take
place. Iraqis will take control of their
lives,” he said.

Britain announced Thursday that it will
send more troops to Iraq, increasing the
number of soldiers there by 270 to a total
of about 9,200.

An explosion next to a convoy of water
trucks killed a Hungarian soldier and
wounded another Thursday, 40 miles

northeast of the Hillah base south of

Baghdad, the Hungarian Defense
Ministry said. It was Hungary’s first mili-
tary death in Iraq.

British soldiers clashed with Shiite
fighters loyal to radical cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr in southeastern Iraq after coalition
troops detained one of the militia’s lead-
ers, but no one was injured, witnesses and
the British military said.

Three British military vehicles also
were fired upon early Thursday with small
arms fire and a rocket propelled grenade
in two separate attacks in the city of
Amarah, 180 miles southeast of Baghdad,
a British military spokesman said. None
of the vehicles was damaged, the
spokesman said on condition anonymity.

The attacks occurred after British forces
detained militia leader, Ahmed Hachi.

Witnesses said the fighting lasted about
an hour and a shop was burned.

The trouble began only one day after
al-Sadr took steps to honor an agreement
meant to end fighting with American
forces in the holy cities of Nafaj and Kufa,
ordering fighters who did not live in those
twin cities to return home.

President Bush, in a speech beamed
live to U.S. forces worldwide, said
democracy was being born in Iraq despite
the killings and pipeline attacks.

“We have come not to conquer, but to
liberate people and we will stand with
them until their freedom is secure,” Bush
told several thousand troops at MacDill
Air Force Base, Fla., home of the U.S.
Central Command.

4% % WORLD BRIEFLY

Gay marriages hit a glitch

By The Associated Press

BOSTON — A 1913 law that went virtually unno-
ticed for almost a century may take center stage in the
battle over gay marriage in Massachusetts.

The law prohibits clerks from issuing licenses to cou-
ples if the marriage would not be legal in their home state.

After the state’s Supreme Judicial Court ruled in
November that same-sex couples had a right to marry,
Gov. Mitt Romney used the 1913 law to block out-of-
state couples from exchanging vows in Massachusetts.

Gay rights advocates contend the law is unconstitu-
tional. They also said it’s discriminatory to enforce it
against gay couples when heterosexual couples from
out-of-state were rarely, if ever, challenged over the past
several decades.

The advocates plan to challenge the law in court this
week.

A source familiar with the legal challenge who asked
not to be named told The Associated Press that two law-
suits would be filed _one on behalf of about a dozen cities
and towns and one on behalf of out-of-state couples.

Take that, Tehran

By The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Senior diplomats at the
International Atomic Energy Agency refused to back down
from a tough statement rebuking Iran for nuclear cover-ups
even after the Iranian president warned of retaliation.

Chief U.S. delegate Kenneth Brill this week accused
Tehran of a “full-court press of intimidation” to sway a meet-
ing of the IAEA’s 35-nation board of governors.

“People who are trying to produce electricity for light
bulbs don’t engage in this kind of behavior,” he said.

Iran has suspended its uranium enrichment program,
but President Mohammad Khatami said Tuesday that his

country has no “moral commitment” to maintain sus-
pension. He insisted his country would not accept a
toughly worded text.

But one delegate said the draft that keeps a sharp
rebuke could be formally submitted by early Thursday.

A diplomat told The Associated Press the Americans
were waiting for new revelations about Iran’s nuclear
program to surface at the next board meeting in
September that will increase sentiment to find the coun-
try guilty of contravening the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty. That could result in referral to the U.N. Security
Council, which could impose sanctions.

Turks toughen up on terrorists
By The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Turkish police detained four
suspected Islamic militants on suspicion they were plan-
ning to bomb an upcoming NATO summit that will be
attended by foreign leaders including President Bush.

The four were detained this week in Istanbul and are
suspected of being members of the Ansar al-Islam, a
group linked to the al-Qaida terrorist network, a police
official said on customary condition of anonymity.
Bomb-making materials were also seized, the official
said.

Turkey has pumped up security ahead of the June 28-
29 meeting of NATO leaders.

Swiss banks open up the vaults

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — After years of acrimony, Swiss
banks have agreed to release records of thousands of
World War Il-era accounts that may belong to victims of
the Nazis.

A lawyer for Nazi victims who sued the banks said
the agreement could allow the victims or their descen-

dants to obtain hundreds of millions of dollars in
unclaimed funds. The banks’ refusal to release the
records had angered Holocaust survivors and infuriated
a federal judge overseeing the case.

If Swiss banking authorities approve the agreement,
Credit Suisse and UBS AG will publish the names of
3,000 accounts opened during the Nazi era. They will
open databases of Nazi-era accounts for comparison
with a list of thousands hoping to recover family assets
from Swiss banks.

A claims resolution center will open in New York to
ease the process.

The agreement, made public on Wednesday, could
resolve much of the outstanding contention between the
banks and Holocaust survivors, who agreed to a $1.25 bil-
lion settlement of their lawsuit in 1998. It is expected to be
sent to Switzerland for final approval as early as Thursday.

Southern Baptists keeping the faith

By The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — With over 16 million members,
the Southern Baptist Convention remains America’s
largest Protestant denomination and continues to grow
even as more liberal Protestant groups decline. But as
the SBC ended its annual meeting, some leaders said the
denomination appears to be stagnating.

The Rev. Jimmy Draper, president of the SBC pub-
lishing house, reminded the 8,500 church representa-
tives this week of a decline in new member baptisms in
each of the past four years. He said it reflects “a denom-
ination that’s lost its focus.”

The SBC’s newly elected president, the Rev. Bobby
Welch of Daytona Beach, Fla., said at a news confer-
ence it would be a compliment to say the SBC has
“plateaued.” In fact, he said, baptism figures show “we
are declining.”

Associated Baptist Press, operated by moderates who
oppose the SBC’s conservative leadership, reported that
statistics show a slowdown since the denomination
began its rightward swing in 1979.
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/IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

. Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services * statefarm.com®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI — State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including |
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice. 4

Marty’s Gourmet Wines & Liquor

Fine Wine Shop in Santa Monica

Smirnoff Premium Vodka

§0.99%

Beer

Grolsch 6Pk - $4.99+crv
Sapporo 6PK - $5.99+crV
Guinness 6PK - $5.99+Crv
Coors 6PK - $3.99-+cRv
Aspen Edge 6k - $4.99+crv

Liquor

Absolut Yodka 750ml - $19.99
Courvoisier VS Cognac 375ml - $19.99
Jack Daniels 750ml - $17.99

Ancient Age 375ml - $3.99

Paul Mason 750ml - $8.99

1736 Ocean Park Blvd.,
Santa Monica CA 90405 (310) 452-3821

OLD SCHOOL

0 STEAM-CLEANING
=
State-of-the-art, High Pressure Truck

Professional Grade Cleaning ® On time
guarantee

FREE ROOM

call for details

BLUE RIBBON

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
locally owned and operated © 310-729-2931
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S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call 310-4538-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.
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Travel
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Employment Employment Employment Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

$100,000 POTENTIAL. Sales
pro’s w/interest in coins &
collectibles. Can earn100K+ as
account reps w/Superior
Galleries. We are the oldest
and largest rare coin dealer in
the West. 20K existing clients.
No cold calling.Base+Comm.
Beverly Hills location. Huge
upside for right individual.
E-mail Richard S@ SGBH.com

BABYSITTER MONDAY-FRIDAY
30-40hrs per week until mid
September. Near UCLA,
323-783-7220

COOK, SANTA Monica, wanted
for small elder-care facility,
experience or culinary school
necessary. Job includes meall
planning & supply ordering.
Contact Gary at 310-266-9978 or
Gstrath@aol.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT: Reliable &
w/Perio experience. Quality
Brentwood office Monday-Thurs.
Call 310-826-8911

DENTAL/ORTHODONTIC
OFFICE, New patient
coordinator, seeking a very
special person. We value good
communication skills, ambition,
involvement, energy and
organizational skills. We stress
personal development through
continuing education, full
participation with our patients,
previous experience not
essential, however you should
be health oriented, personally
stable & self motivated. If you
are seeking a real opportunity
to fulfill your potential, you will
find our quality oriented office
an exciting & rewarding
experience.

310-546-5097

PT DATA Entry/General Office
$10/12HR Casual Santa Monica
office, Fax resume 310-394-3539

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE
Assistant. Seasoned Professional
needed for demanding Santa
Monica office. Flexible hours. Fax
resume-310-576-6356

EXPERIENCED DENTAL
Assistant in Santa Monica office.
F/T Please call Nicole at
310-828-7429

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

GAS STATION Boat Dock
needs PT/FT for MDR Harbor
call Randy or Sue
310-823-2444

JOB FAIR
Friday June 18, Saturday June
19 9am-3pm. Looking for a fun,
exciting and rewarding career?
Then Jiffy Lube is looking for
you! Several positions from
entry level to store managers
available. Paid vacations,health,
dental,vision,401K and Bonus
incentive program.
3601 Overland Ave. in Los
Angeles. 562-331-0052

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks
valet parkers. Experience
preferred, no placement
agency.310-214-1888

NEW YORK Loft-Style Salon
looking for full-time or part-time
receptionist. Fax your resume
to 310-396-7683 or call 7600.

OPERATORS NEEDED:

Malibu  answering  service
day/night shifts P/T experience
preferred but will train. Must be
reliable, pleasant, good speller,
light typing required.
310-317-1000

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

'8 Dodge Neon Highline

Auto Trans, AC, Low miles
Vin# 340944 $3,995

2000 Hyundai Sonata

Loaded. 44K orig. mi.
Vin# 265094 $6,995

'8 Honda Civic EX

Dk. Green, Loaded, Auto

Trans, 4DR, Moon Roof
Vin# 503217 $8,995

'98 Ford Explorer XiT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles
Vin# A23720 $10,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS GAR FAX BUY-BAGK GUARANTEE

Grand Prix

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.

11267 Venice B|Vd., L.A. (vetween Sepulveda & Sawtelle)
www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121

Serving Your Family for 21 Years

2000 Chevy Blazer LS 4X4

Fully loaded. Low mi.
White/gray
VIN# 31185 $10,995

1996 Chevy Corsica
Blue/gray Must see
& drive to believe!

VIN# 81490 $2,588

1999 Chevy Malibu
Green/Gray Loaded.
Low miles

VIN# 71208 $5,495

2000 Ford F150 Super Cab
Pick-Up Silver/Gray
Low Miles. CD Player
VIN# 40287 $10,995

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good|

PT/FT WORK ON Food cart,
Venice Beach Boardwalk, good
pay, fun job.

Call (310)430-0468.

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

WORK-AT-HOME
TRANSCRIBERS.  Must
85+WPM proficient at Word.
excellent grammar & punctuation
skills, experienced with multiple
voices & hard to hear tapes. Must
be absolutely dependable.
Available during days preferred,
fax resume to 310-829-5872.

type

“BOOKS ON SALE” Every
Saturday 8am-12pm, Thousands
of titles, $1-$3. In the alley at 627
9th Street.

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

ROUND SOLID Oak dining
room set. Six chairs plus leaf.
Nice, Like new. $300
310-450-0924

PEGASUS PONIES! Let us bring
loving, clean, ponies & farm
animals to your next event!
818-414-PONY, Fully insured.

WELSH CORGIES “Pembroke”
AKC Males & Females, 9 weeks
old, Champion Line Red/White
Sable/White $800/up
760-961-9098

Vehicles for sale

1999 NISSAN Altima GXE.
Low Mileage, Great
Condition- MustSell! $7500
310-283-4033

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’'S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps

BECOME DEBT FREE and
Financially Secure for only $25
a month!!  800-466-8217

ID# 18307

Yard Sales

MULTIPLE FAMILY Garage Sale!
Costume Jewelry,computer
equipment, clothing & more.

1342 10th St. Sat-7-12

SATURDAY 7-2 Art, Estate,
Moving Sale 2452-2444 Oak St.
SantaMonica in Alley, Ocean Park
/23rd

Announcements

TESSAYURR HEW BARD.

at 14 helow in Santa Monica,
310-45i-5040 Yues. June 22, 16 pm.

WWW.TESSATURA.COM X

OF SANTA MONICA

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’00 Isuzu
Rodeo S Sport

V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise
(ID#4337000)
$8,995

’99 Dodge
Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize
Tires & Wheels, Auto,
A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134)

99 Ford

Explorer

Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,995

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

Announcements

HAVE YOU had Thermage?
Are there problems with
healing? Scarring? Pain?
Numbness? Inform Me!!
310-471-1132

ANIMAL ADOPTIONS/
Volunteers WLA  Animal
group seeks homes for dogs
& cats of all ages.Loving
volunteers needed.
310-396-2664

Announce

HOST

INT’L STUDENTS!!!
short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

OK, CALLTODAY™

310-393-5337 @3

Claude Short

Auto Sales Dealer

96 PLYMOUTH

GRAND VOYAGER SE
Rear Air, Many Extras, Must See
VIN 484227 $4995

‘98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
Loaded, Many Extras, Low Miles
VIN 530531 $8995

‘98 DODGE NEON
Low Miles, New Tires
VIN 640909 $4995

‘94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner,
Excellent Condition
VIN 277493 $3995

95 SATURN SL2
Good Transportation
VIN 392250 $4000

’89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

One Owner, Good Car
VIN 394894 $3995

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

LOGK

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

2000 Lexus ES 300 Sedan 4D
White, Certified, V6 3.0 Liter, Leather,
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels

$21,995 (267836)

1999 Honda Givic EX Coupe 2
White, Power Steering, Titt Wheel,

Duel Front Air Bags
$8,995 (047698)

2002 Levus ES 300 Sedan 4D
V6 3.0 Liter, 5spd Auto Overdrive
Front Wheel Drive, Leather, Moon Roof
$28,995 (061426)

2003 Lexus LS 430 Sedan 4D
\i8 4.3 Liter, 5spd Auto Overdrive

Rear Wheel Drive, Leather, Moon Roof
$49,995 (111014)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

888-865-1759

LAcarGUYcom

ADVERTISE! caLL mITCH

OR KITTY 310-458-1131

@TOYOTA

SANTA MONICA

2004 TOYOTA

PRIUS Sedan 4D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
AC, Auto, Power
Everything
(X40017750)

2002 TOYOTA
ECHO Coupe 2D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Auto, AC, Power Steering,
CD player
(20221753)

2001 TOYOTA
TACOMOA PreRunner
DOUBLE CAB 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
V6, Power Everthying,
CD player
(Z2798780)

2003 SUBARU

OUTBACK 4D
Like New, AC, CD player,
Power Everything
(37617006)

2001 TOYOTA
AVALON XL SEDAN 4D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
V6, Auto, CD player, Power
Everthing, ABS
(1U144203)

2001 TOYOTA
SEQUOIA 1td 4D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
V38, Fully Loaded
(1S028184)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.
800-944-4157

LAcarGUYcom

Pay tribute to
a loved one.

40 a day

up to 40 words.

$.20 per word there-
after.

$5 extra with photo.

Call us for details.

310.458.7737
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VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

2001 Volkswagen Jetta GLS Turho Sedan 4D
Black, Certified, Wolfsburg Edition,
Moon Roof, Single Compact Disc
$11,495 (196999)

2000 Volkswagen Gabrio 6L Converfile 20

Silver, Certified, Power Steering,
Duel Front Air Bags
$12,995 (805690)

2003 Toyota Corolla LE Sedan 4D

Black, Power Steering,
Power Door locks!, Duel Front Air bags
$13,995 (042858)

2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse GS Coupe 20
Silver, Power Steering, Titt Wheel,
Duel Front Air Bags
$14,995 (055584)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

888-865-1759

LAcarGUYcom
| Instruction |

TEEN ACTING CLASS
SUMMER 2004
Affordable & Wholesome
Call 310-403-1830

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical
response method,
(songs/games) ADULTS
Communicative grammar and
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

COMPANION TO Seniors,

English speaking live-out, C.D.L,
own car, light housekeeping.
323-291-0686

NURSE W/20 years

experience & excellent
references, available for live-in
or out. 310-270-6183

PIANO TEACHER Wanted,
looking for a patient piano
teacher for lesons in my home
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

1+1 IN WLA 2656 S. Barrington
Unit #3 Stove,fridge,carpet, blinds
Parking, no pets, laundry, $995
310-578-7512

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850,
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit,
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony,
incredible canal view, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove. Block from
beach. 2 car parking, 1 year
lease, no pets. $1950
310-466-9256

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunte rz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $2500 Large 3+2
3 Floors, 3 Fireplaces, Pool-Large
2Bd, $1700/mo, quiet,no/pets!
310-476-5637

Casa Loma Apartments

101 Dudley Ave.
ONE BLOCK FROM BEACH!
Venice Beach Unf. Single
(Completely Remodeled)

$1095.00

FIRST MONTH FREE!
PARKING FREE!
UTILITIES FREE!

Sorry no pets, single occupancy only. Free
month requires security deposit & 1 year lease.
Call Edward Romero (310) 399-1166

or sunnibill@juno.com

CENTURY CITY-ADJ. 2+1
Security, upper w/private balcony,
pool, fridge, stove, w/d hookups,
Parking $1350/mo 310-839-6840

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CULVER CITY, 4bd+2 1/2ba &
sunroom.2 Car garage, two
fireplaces, W/Dhookups,stove,
large backyard. $2800/mo
310-403-4943

CULVERCITY 1BD/1BA highly
upgraded new kitchen applian-
ces, counters/flooring. A cook’s
dream! Garage, N/P 8 unit
building with charm. $1,150.
(310)462-3462

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLy NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

HISTORIC VENICE Canals 3+3
Serene  Lower unit,stv/fridge,
W/D, free cable, HBO, Pet ok,
$3500/mo 310-822-2640

HOME IN Marina Del Rey,
2+2+Den with private, fenced
yard, shed and three cars
gated. Breezy, hardwood floors,
large kitchen, laundry on patio.
$2500 310-466-9256

MARINA ADJ. 2 bedroom 2.g
bath Townhouse, gated parking,
Fireplace, Balcony,  Laundry,
A/C,great location. 1 Year lease.
No Pets. $1660 310-466-9256

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated
building with gated,
subterranean parking, AC,
newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng,

1 year lease,no pets $1550
310-578-9729

MDR PENINSULA, 2bd 2bath.
Completely renovated, new
everything. Hardwood/tile
floors, kitchen, granite counters.
Rooftop deck, ocean view. Two
car parking, large balcony. 1
year, no pets. 310-466-9256
$2995

RENT IN Palisades, Spacious
1bd1ba, walk to town or beach!
Perfect for single or couple,
available July 15th, 6/mo
lease,$1250/mo. Call

310-230-0974 or 310-895-5615

SANTA MONICA $1475/mo.
1248 11th Street unit F 2BD
1.5BA blinds,carpet,laundry,

parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA 1+1, pet ok,
r/s,carpet, laundry, parking incld,
nr SMC, $1000
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2+2+loft Need
extra  space?Suite-bedrooms,
side-by-side private garage.
High ceilings, skylight.Fireplace
A/C, extra closets. Private
ROOFTOP patio. 820 Bay St.
$2595 310-466-9256

SANTA MONICA 3BD 2.5BA
Townhome $2750/mo Fireplace, 2
car garage, call Gail.
310-415-4497

SANTA MONICA : $1480/mo,
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint,water
paid No pets(818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA Beach share
2bd upper, sunny furnished
private bath fully equipped
kitchen, hardwood floors,
subterranean  parking.  Walk:
Ocean, Montana Shops, 3rd
Street Promenade, Grocery, bus.
Discount: Utilities, phone, internet,
T.V., available 7/15 $850
310-393-6933

SANTA MONICA Charming large
single,in renovated building near
Santa Monica Beach &
Promenade. Hardwood floors,
skylights, stove, refrigerator.
Open Sunday/1-2 (310)358-6511

SANTA MONICA, 1+1, cottage,
stve, hrdwd flrs, laundry, vertical
blinds,garage. $950
www.westsiderentals.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT
GROUP
310-869-0468
AVAILABLE RENTALS

1214 Idaho #2 Totally
Remodeled 1+1 w/Private
patio. $1450/mo

CHECK OUT OTHER
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1375/MO 2+2
12746 Pacific #8 & #3, Stove,
dishwasher, A/C, carpet, blinds,
fireplace, balcony, intercom en-
try, parking, no pets. 310-578-
7512

SANTA  MONICA, 1+1,fridge,
stove, hardwood floors, South of
Wilshire, $995
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, duplex, r/s,
carpets, yard, full kitchen n bath,
parking incld. $850
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, fridge, new
carpets,blinds, microwave, 5-plex,
new decor. $650
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd Apt, r/s,
carpet, laundry, w/d, parking n
utilities incld. $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd hse, pvt.
bdrm, pvt bath, quiet local,
parking available. $350
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, fridge,
carpets, laundry, vertical blinds,
hotplate. $600
www.westsiderentals.com

SPECTACULAR OCEAN view
condo on Sunset Blvd. in Pali-
sades. Secure building, pool,
spa, high ceilings, wet bar, 1br,
1.5ba, gated parking.
$1,900/mo. call (805)705-8200

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/1iba New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE 1BD1BA in 4-plex
w/courtyard, stove, refridgerator
No pets/No smoking-$1375/mo

1yr lease 818-653-6808

VENICE BEACH 1bd+den, 1 ba.
Beautiful Authentic Craftsman
Duplex unit, totally restored with
new plumbing and electrical. Lots
of moldings, 1 block to beach,
parking, hardwood floors. 1 year
lease, no pets. $1795
310-466-9256

ROOMMATE WANTED: 2 Blocks
to beach. 3rd Street near
Montana, 2+2 $815/mo. Sunny,
spacious & safe, N/S,N/D,
references & responsible.
310-395-4418

Commercial Lease

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

1,000SQFT ACROSS from
St.Johns Hospital. Reception,
business office/ba 3exams,
conference room 3,350/mo for
5years (310)663-8062

ART STUDIO for rent.400sq/ft
$600/mo,24 hr. access, No
live-in. (310)828-7742

ARTIST STUDIO,OFFICE or
Work space,approx. 350/sq. ft
unique private setting, no
live-ins!! Ocean Park & 17th
$850 310-753-2621

FULL SERVICE OFFICES &
secretarial bays available in
upscale Santa Monica
building. 310-883-3333

MAR VISTA 12240 Venice
852sq/ft $1220/mo & 2083sq/ft
$3000/mo-Interior Courtyard,
includes utilities & janitorial.
310-390-7087

MEDICAL SPACE. One
available in Beautiful Holistic
Center, Part/Full time, low rates.
310-664-8818

room

VENICE BEACH, VERY NICE,
Studio w/fresh paint and 1/2
block from beach.1 year lease,
no pets. $825 (310)466-9256

VENICE, 1 bed+loft

Brand new totally renovated,
high,exposed beam ceilings,
oak floors,rooftop patio with
views, balcony, new bathrooms
and kitchen, gated building,
new landscaping and common
areas.

$2200- 310-466-9256

VENICE. UPSCALE
house. 2 bed. Completely
renovated, classy fixtures.Great
deck, yard, and hot tub. Wood
floors, tile, and marble counters.
Nice neighborhood-comfortable
lifestyle. 310-466-9256 $2950

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units

Beach

available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WLA $950 Furnished 1BD on
Private Drive on top of hill. Patio,
garden, utilities paid, 1 person
only. No pets, Centinela Ave.
310-390-4610

SANTA MONICA, 2+1, pet ok, r/s,
hrdwd flrs, laundry, blinds, carport
parking, $1395
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 2+1.5, twnhse,
r/s, tiled flrs, nr. SMC,w/d, parking
incld. $1500
www.westsiderentals.com

VENICE: STORAGE garage
available, lockable gate, approx
140 sq/ft. $175 310-466-9256

Houses For Rent

WESTWOOD, 3BD-3BA 1328
Holmby Avenue, Newer home, all
aplliances included N/S Beverly
Glen/Wilshire $4950/mo
310-410-1978

WLA 3BD 2BA House for Lease
Completely Remodeled, Large
yard, laundry room, quiet safe
neighborhood-Pets ok! $2950/mo
310-445-8649

Hdl CartraL CoMMIRCIA

For Sublease:

One office in a
three office
Psycotherapy Suite,
FT/PT,

Santa Monica/LA
Border.

Wilshire & Franklin

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

with full amenities

and views.

310-440-8500 x.104

OFFICE SPACE in the
Pacific Palisades Village.
805sq/ft Call Ness
310-230-6712 ext.105

OFFICES/CUBICLES
AVAILABLE; Inside Creative
Space; $1200-$1500 Office
$500 Cubicle includes full use
of shared facility,kitchen,
conference room, parking etc.
(5 offices, 3 cubicles,6 work
areas) Contact:
info@oceanbridgegroup.com

PALISADES MEDICAL Space
Great Location (2,000 sq.ft)
Available,newly renovated.
910 Via De La Paz
310-273-8700

PROMENADE: 1316 3rd St.
Suite 101, 2 Offices
310-613-1415

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 750 sq/ft $1500/mo
Includes utilities,private patio &
parking D.Keasbey
(310)477-3192

WEST L.A. PRIME PROF.
OFFICE- Share 1,367 sq/ft. office
w/patio  view, conference/filing
room, dsl line. $1350/mth.
Available 7/1. CALL
310-479-4484

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units * Realtor and Developer
Ocean Harbor View
Residential Land $300K Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

MDR 3+2.5 Townhouse
Immaculate 1932 sqg/ft Living
space. Fresh paint remodeled
granite in kitchen & bath, mirrored
walls, hardwood/new carpets,
$769K,move-in condition, Owner,
323-298-7702

ROQUE &
MARK Co.
2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

300 CALIFORNIA $1050
Lower single, utilities paid,
new carpet, gated entry

2439 OAK $1050
Lower 1 bed, utilities paid,
new carpet, fresh paint

OFFICE SPACE
1247 LINCOLN $650 - $695
2nd floor offices, 500 SF
each negotiable terms, near
Wilshire

W LA/MAR
VISTA/BW/WW

11905 Avon, Mar Vista, $750
Lower single, gated parking,
dishwasher, fridge, stove

12258 Montana, Brntwd, $850
Lower bachelor, fridge &
hot plate, fresh paint, laundry

1975 Beverly Glen, WLA, $1150
Near Century City, upper 1
bed, remodeled kitchen,
parking

649 Barrington, Brntwd, $1200
Front upper 1bed, new car-
pet, pool, walk to San Vicente

10669 Eastborne, Westwd, $1200
Upper 1 bed, hardwood floors,
fridge & stove, laundry room

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

SECLUDED MOUNTAIN
Hideaway.

*Timberon New Mexico Resort
*Intersection: Timber Drive &
Cabin Lane.

*2.2 Acres, Only $50,000
*County maintained airstrip
*One of the best golf courses
*Licoln National Forest
*Sacramento River

*Call Larry Berg 503-656-1717

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller
Williams Realty Sunset
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Real Estate Wanted

I BUY Full Price! All Cash
3-day close!
800-870-5162x2003

Deep Tissue Bodywork
$40/hr Swedish & Thai
Included. Non-Sexual. Paul.
310.741.1901.

Storage Space

3-CAR GARAGE for rent, W.LA
$500/mo, Storage Only
310-391-8880

-CHOCOLATE MASSEUSE-
WHERE do you have your ten-

sion? Back, neck, shoulder?
When? How long? How much?
($120hr) Outcall- 24hrs. 310-
890-3531 Dolly

52" HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage.
Very private, very discreet,
6am-9pm. Incall/Outcall special
rate between 6am-9pm, Rachel
310-339-6709

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

THAI YOGA & Swedish Massage
by Thai Ladies. Non-Sexual Only
$45/hr www.phthaiyogamassage.
com Call 323-219-2845

Franle %

ent

310.772.8210

SATURDAY, JUNE 19TH 3:30 TO 6:30
SANTA MONICA Memorial Park

Registration: 3:00 to 3:30 $45

Director - Double Pump Basketball Camps
CIF Coach of the Year - Artesia High

14th & Olympic

SPECIAL GUEST
COACH SCOTT PERA

PHESENT

é

st

¥

.SONIA WILLIAMS

*Spiritual Clairvoyant™
*Palm Reader*
*Fortung Teller*

310.278.5099

*Psychic*

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

Business and Residential
Experienced ¢ Reliable ¢ Affordable
Training ® Networking ® Hardware ¢ Web Design ¢ Software

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) ©989-6677

S
/e
\é‘%ﬂ >

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

Beverly Hills/Beverlywood
General Contractor
Residential Remodel &
Home Improvement
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A.L.C. Electric
WE DO ALL
ELECTRICIAN WORK
ALL SPECIALTIES
AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES
LIC#: 509408
Wi

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(8310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.

(310)714-1838.
BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners
on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning

locally owned and operated

310-729-2931

Congratulations!

Matthew Luke Putzulu GClass of 2004

We celebrate you on

your graduation from

8th grade at Lincoln
Middle School

LOVE MOM & DAD

GONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Gustom Wnndwnrkinm

Doors  Remodeling * Repair ¢ Cabinetry

310-428-1602

ELECTRICAL PROFESSIONALS
Affordable & Reliable to install
fixtures,fans, additional plugs, and
switches. 310-897-1022

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve
consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad
the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for
Monday's paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course
cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad
copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

Services

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design,installing and
troubleshooting.16 years expe-
rience with audio/video
systems,satellite,cable,telphone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

HOUSEKEEPER OR Babysitter
Available Full-Time, 7-Days a
week. Own transportation,
Excellent references.

Catalina 213-381-6854

HAULING & DEMOLITION
COMPUTER SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL, CONSTRUCTION,
GARAGE CLEAN UP

7 Day® ? CALL JOE GOMEZ
310.327.9599
PAGER: 310.796.3501

WOOD FENCING

Decks & Carpentry
All Work Guaranteed

T .

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501 gﬂ\‘][m

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

- Certified
.~ | Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

Services

merry
maids.

One less thing to worry about?®

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 673-2443

GET IN THE WATER!
New Custom Long Boards: $300

Professional glassing
availahle for your shaped hoard
Limited time offer

DIRTY
GLASSING

310.674.6741

D
G

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

Lic.#759420
All Work
Guaranteed

Stexes 24
DISCOUNT

PLUMBING

DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 avu prices necoTinsLe
15% OFF WITH THIS AD

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing,
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service 310-686-8505

SMALL BUSINESS Bookkeeper
25 Years Experience, Call Chris
310-845-1799

PAINTING-30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE. Reasonable
& Reliable, Call Paul.
310-828-1112-Free
Estimates

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic.441191
(310)578-7108.

IBM Remodeling, INC. | 1094,

General Contractors
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

BATHROOMS | 100% FINANCING
ADDITIONS | NO MONEY DOWN

PATIOS | veRY EZ TERMS
DECKS

ROOFING 7 H
DRIVEWAYS ) :
KITCHENS
ANY CONSTRUCTIONS a8 e

Our Goals is Satisfaction

Ph 888-668-0444 ¢ Lic#773163

Services Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
300-2100/wk? ~ Working 10
Hours a Week? Call
323-632-1234

V-CHANGE VIDEO Services
Streaming Media,
VHS/MiniDV to DVD
Conversions, Hosting, Video
Editing 800-687-1615
VCHANGE.com

High» Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

%20 PER MONTH gosicentia
 No Contract

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured ¢ Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING

* Includes Email and
Webspace
* 1-Month Trial

NoCat Networks
310-393-4037

CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL —_—
323.871.8869 | [o])) o)1} I ETTQV TS
“WINDOW CL ANlN}l Gomputer Repairs

proiessionais < _ —
esidential and Commercial ;‘r::;?’\‘lﬁr:lif fv'v:':ffaulalgf';g'ame, \\J ' /J
FREE Estimates Vinus Protection and Removal =)
Specializing in Luxury Homes! w/ For Busineas orn-Home Sy = é)
(310) 709_1257 Tegperint’ Thecdieaa

(310) 395-6884



SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE

We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

A FINANCING

on approved credit c:ne
selected vehicles In 1]
of rebates:

ID#PB30614

200 STK#432752

RANGER XLT REG CAB

VOLUME FORD

DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

e FORD 6T+

AVAILABLE SOON AT

SANTA MONICA FORD
Ask for Walt or Rob

ID#A62749
STK#432306
ID#A56373

\
2004 STK#432256
Explorer XLS

,
S

.
-t

* PLUS tax, license, documentation fee. This price ncludes a
$3,000 factory rebate from Ford Motor Credit Company. 0%
financing in lieu of rebate. Subject to credit approval. Better than

i average credit needed for 0%.

* Plus tax, license, documentation fee. This price includes a $1,000
factory rebate from Ford Motor Credit. 3.9% financing thru Ford Motor

Credit in lieu of $1,000 factory rebate. Subject to credit approval. Better
than average credit needed for 3.9% financing.

All vehicles subject to prior sale plus government fees and taxes, any finances charges, any deal-
er document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. On approved credit.

finaning in lieu of rebate. Subject to credit approval. Better
\ th

VIN#R125787
STK#432613

2004 h

s . | Ford Focus Zx3 3DR

* PLUS tax, liscense, documentation fee. This price
includes a $3,000 rebate from Ford Motor Company. 0%

an average credit needed for 0% financing.

HAVE WE GOT SERVICE DEALS FOR YOU!

Tire Rotation &
Brake Inspection

$1 ©-95

Inspect brake friction material, caliper operation,
rotors, drums, hoses and connections. Inspect park-
ing brake for damage and proper operation. Rotate
and inspect four tires. Dual-rear-wheel
vehicle extra. See Service Advisor for details.

0%
OFF

SERVICE BILL

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra.
Expires 6/30/04

Bring this coupon to your Service Advisor and receive the

above savings applied to your entire service bill, when it
does not include services listed on this ad.

4-wheel alignment
& Tire Inspection

$69£

Check and adjust camber and toe. Check tread
depth and condition all four tires. Additional parts
and labor may be required on some vehicles. See

Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra.
Expires 6/30/04

Santa Monica Ford
will meet or beat any
OEM tire price
10% OFF any body repair over $2500

10% OFF of parts purchased
from the parts dept.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra.
Expires 6/30/04

2-wheel alignment
& Tire Inspection

$39£

Check and adjust camber and toe. Check tread
depth and condition all four tires. Additional parts
and labor may be required on some vehicles. See

Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra.
Expires 6/30/04

Minor Service
for only *39-°°

Oil Change & Oil Filter Replacement, Lube Hinges,
Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts, Silicone Protection
of Window Weather Strips, Check Fluid Levels & Top Off

to Factory Specifications, Inspect Cooling System, Hoses
& Belts, Check Running Lights for Proper Operation,
Check Suspension System, Inspect Exhaust System for
Corrosion, Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures,
Multi-Point Inspection Report Card
Must mention this ad at time of write up.

Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.
Expires 6/30/04

If you purchased elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

SANTA MONICA @&Z=» 1230 Santa Monica

Blvd.  310.451-1588



