
smdp.comTHE GRADUATION EDITION 6/12 - 6/14Volume 25  Issue 146

The Class of 
2026 takes 
the stage
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From your first day of Kindergarten to
graduation day, we’ve been proud to be
part of your journey. 

Wishing you a future full of possibility!

Congratulations,
Class of 2026
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SMMUSD SUPERINTENDENT 
DR. ANTONIO SHELTON MESSAGE 

TO THE CLASS OF 2026 

Dear Santa Monica High School, Malibu High 
School and Olympic High School Graduates, 

Congratulations to the Class of 
2026! 

Today marks an 
important milestone 

and a celebration of all that you have 
accomplished throughout your 
educational journey. Behind every 
cap and gown are years of hard 
work, perseverance, growth and 
experiences that helped shape 
the individuals you are today. 

Throughout your time in 
the Santa Monica-Malibu 
Unified School District, you 
demonstrated resilience, 
curiosity and compassion 
while continuing to support 
one another and contribute 
to your school communities 
in meaningful ways. You 
navigated challenges, celebrated 
achievements and embraced 
opportunities that allowed you 
to grow both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

We have watched you lead conversations 
that matter, showcase your creativity and talents, 
support your peers and represent your schools with 

pride. Through academics, athletics, arts, activities, service and 
personal achievement, you have left a lasting impact on your 

campuses and inspired those around you. 
As you take your next steps, whether you are 

attending a college or university, entering the 
workforce, pursuing a trade or certificate 

program, serving your community or 
exploring a new path, know that you 

leave here with the knowledge, 
skills and determination needed to 
make a positive difference in the 
world. Continue to stay curious, 
believe in yourselves and lead 
with integrity, kindness and 
purpose. 

We believe in you. We 
celebrate you. And we are 
excited to see all that you will 
accomplish in the years ahead. 
Always remember that your 

voice matters, your experiences 
matter and your future is filled 

with possibility. 
On behalf of the Santa Monica-

Malibu Unified School District, 
congratulations to the Class of 2026. 

We wish you continued success, happiness 
and fulfillment in all that lies ahead. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Antonio Shelton, Superintendent 

ALICIA MIGNANO, SMMUSD SCHOOL 
BOARD PRESIDENT

LAURIE LIEBERMAN, SMMUSD SCHOOL 
BOARD VICE PRESIDENT 

Congratulations, Class of 2026! Today marks the end of one chapter and the 
beginning of countless new possibilities. Whether you are heading to college, 

starting a career, serving your community or exploring a new path, know that your voice, 
talents and perspective matter. The future will be shaped by people willing to learn, lead 
and contribute, and I have no doubt that you are ready for the journey ahead. Wherever 
life takes you, remember that you will always be a part of the SMMUSD community. 
Best wishes for happiness, success and meaningful adventures ahead.¡Enhorabuena 
a la clase de 2026! Hoy marca el final de una etapa y el comienzo de innumerables 
nuevas posibilidades. Ya sea que vayan a la universidad, comiencen una carrera, sirvan 
a su comunidad o exploren una nueva trayectoria, sepan que sus voces, talentos y 
perspectivas importan. El futuro estará marcado por personas dispuestas a aprender, 
liderar y contribuir, y no tengo ninguna duda de que están preparados para el camino 
que tienen por delante. Dondequiera que les lleve la vida, recuerden que siempre 
formarán parte de la comunidad de SMMUSD. Les deseo mucha felicidad, éxito y 
aventuras significativas por delante.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026 on reaching 
this incredible milestone! As you step forward into 

your next chapter, I wish you curiosity, courage, and 
confidence in all that lies ahead. Take time to explore 
different paths, follow what excites you, and don’t feel 
confined by expectations or limits. 

Work hard and stay committed, but remember to also 
care for your well-being along the way. Be kind to others, 
stay grounded, and make space for joy in both learning and 
life. When challenges come, don’t hesitate to lean on those 
around you and ask for support. 

Your SMMUSD family will always be here, rooting for you 
and your future. Cheers to you, Class of 2026! 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM SMMUSD
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JON KEAN, SMMUSD SCHOOL
BOARD MEMBER 

Graduates. This day carries a unique 
significance for each of you. 

For some, this is a first for your families. 
For others, this is an expected step along 
your educational journeys. For a few, this 
is a day that was unimaginable due to 
circumstances in your lives. But for all of 
you who cross the stage and move your 
tassel from the right to the left, this is a day 
of accomplishment. Celebrate what you 
have accomplished, all the while knowing 
that there are far more tomorrows in your 
futures than yesterdays in your pasts. 
Each of you will continue on your own 
individual path, and the only certainty is 
that the path will undoubtedly change due 
to personal choices or external realities. 
This is expected. As the great scholar 
Mike Tyson once said: “Everyone has a 
plan until they get punched in the face.” 
When life punches you in the face, and 
it will on occasion, remember today, and 
remember your successes. Remember 
that you can set goals and reach them. 
Dream as big as you want but act with 
focus. The only way to eat an elephant is 
one bite at a time. So start eating. 

JEN SMITH, SMMUSD SCHOOL 
BOARD MEMBER 

Congratulations, Class of 2026. You 
have made it through a demanding 

and often unpredictable stretch of your 
lives and reached an important milestone 
worth recognizing. When future challenges 
arise, it may help to remember what you 
have already overcome to get here, 

including the moments that felt 
uncertain or difficult at the time. Take 
pride in this achievement as you look 
ahead. You have completed a long 
educational journey, and now you step 
into a new stage with more independence 
and possibility in front of you.

MARIA LEON-VAZQUEZ, SMMUSD 
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 

Congrats Class of 2026! Felicidades 
Clase de 2026! You finished your 

first stop of your journey of life! Hoping 
you all had a great ride at SMMUSD 
and that the education received will get 
you to your next stop of your journey! 
Don’t forget to have FUN and enjoy 
Life! Terminaron su primera etapa en su 
jornada de la vida! Espero que tuvieron un 
gran viaje en SMMUSD y que la educación 
recibida les llevara a la siguiente etapa 
de su jornada. No olviden divertirse y 
disfrutar de la vida! 

DR. RICHARD TAHVILDARAN-JESSWEIN, 
SMMUSD SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 

Dear Class of 2026, on behalf 
of the Board of Education, 

congratulations on completing this 
important chapter of your education. Your 
hard work, persistence, and commitment 
have brought you to this moment, and it is 
well deserved. 

As you move forward, take with you the 
skills, experiences, and lessons you have 
gained here. They will continue to guide 
you as you take on new opportunities 
and challenges in the next stage of your 
journey. 

We are proud of you and excited to see 
what you accomplish next.

STACY ROUSE, SMMUSD SCHOOL 
BOARD MEMBER 

Congratulations, Class of 2026! 
While today marks the end of 

one chapter, it is also the beginning of 
many new possibilities. Carry forward the 
lessons, friendships and memories you’ve 
made along the way, and trust in yourself 
as you pursue your dreams. We are proud 
to celebrate this moment with you.

GERARDO CRUZ, SMMUSD ASSISTANT 
SUPERINTENDENT OF BUSINESS 

SERVICES & CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Congratulations, Class of 2026! 
Your dedication, perseverance 

and commitment have led you to this 
incredible milestone. Throughout 
your educational journey, you have 
demonstrated resilience, adaptability and 
determination, qualities that will serve you 
well in whatever path you choose next. We 
are proud to celebrate your achievements 
and excited to see the contributions 
you will make in your communities and 
beyond. Wishing you continued success 
and fulfillment in all that lies ahead.

ISAAC BURGESS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
MALIBU PATHWAY &  

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Congratulations on reaching this 
first of many milestones. You have 

worked hard to get to this point, and I wish 
you many successes in the years to come 
as you continue working toward your 
future goals and aspirations. I encourage 
you to reflect on and thank the many 
people who have supported you along 
the way including your families, teachers, 
administrators, support staff and friends. 
May this achievement be the beginning of 
an exciting journey filled with opportunity, 
growth and happiness. All the best to you, 
Graduates of 2026!

DR. DOUGLAS MEZA, SMMUSD 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, HUMAN 

RESOURCES 

Congratulations to the Class of 
2026 on completing this important 

chapter. Today reflects years of steady 
effort, commitment, and perseverance, 
and it is a moment to recognize how far 
you have come through both challenges 
and achievements. 

Throughout your journey, you have 
adapted to change, worked through 
obstacles, and continued moving forward 
even when things were not easy. In doing 
so, you have built resilience, gained 
perspective, and strengthened your 
understanding of yourself and others. 
These qualities will continue to guide you 
well beyond graduation. 

As you step into what comes next, 
whether that is college, career, service, 
or other paths, remember that your 
experiences here have prepared you in 
ways that may not always be immediately 
visible. Trust in your ability to grow, adjust, 
and create your own direction. 

We are proud of all you have 
accomplished and look forward to 
what you will do next. Congratulations! 

DR. STEVE RICHARDSON, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

I wish all of you the best as you 
move toward this next season in 

your lives. My hope for you is that you 
bring compassion to the world at a time 
when we most need it. This starts with 
self-compassion. Your path toward your 
dreams will likely not be linear. When 
you’re confronted with a bump in the 
road, meet that unexpected challenge 
with curiosity versus a sense of defeat. 
Know you are equipped to accomplish 
your goals no matter the direction life 
takes you. Congratulations Class of 
2026! 

DR. STACY WILLIAMSON, SMMUSD 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

Class of 2026, your journey has 
been about so much more than 

earning a diploma. Along the way, you 
discovered new interests, challenged 
yourselves, built meaningful relationships 
and found your unique place within your 
school community. Each experience, 
whether a success, setback or unexpected 
opportunity, helped shape the person you 
are becoming. As you move forward, 
continue to approach the world with 
curiosity, courage and an openness 
to learning. Stay true to your values, 
embrace new perspectives and never 
underestimate the impact you can have 
on those around you. We are proud of all 
you have accomplished and excited to 
see the many ways you will contribute, 
lead and make a difference in the years 
ahead. 

Congratulations! 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM SMMUSD



Gavin Newsom
Governor of California

You’ve made it to graduation, each with 
your own experiences, challenges, 
and dreams—and now your journey 
continues. Wherever you go, be 

courageous, move confidently towards the things 
you dream of, and stay true to yourself. You all have 
the power to do good for your fellow Californians, 
your communities, and the world. Congratulations, 
Class of 2026.
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CONGRATULATIONS
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CONGRATULATIONS

Dear Fellow Viking – Class of 
2026, 

Congratulations on your tremendous achievement! Our community is 
so proud of the work you’ve done and the determination you have 
shown as you graduate from high school and proceed into the 
next stages of life! I think back very fondly on my time at Samohi, 

the friends I made, the lessons I learned, experiences I had, and the wonderful 
teachers, administrators, and staff who enriched my experience. I hope you 
enjoyed your time at Samohi and wish you the very best of luck with your future 
endeavors! 

The world looks quite a bit different today compared to when you first started 
school, and the past few years have asked a lot of you, just as the next few 
will as well. Through all the uncertainty, you have risen to the occasion and 
shown up for your classmates, your friends, family, and community. With all of 
the excitement you’re feeling, take a moment to look back on your journey—
everyone who encouraged you along the way, the passions you discovered, 
and the challenges you overcame. Continue to reflect on and embrace each of 
these lasting impressions and they will positively influence the path upon which 
you are about to embark. 

This graduation is hopefully one of many milestones you will reach in life. 
Regardless of the path you choose, I am confident the wonderful Class of 2026 
will make remarkable contributions to help our community and world! In fact, you 
already have made a difference through your time in the classroom with your 
peers and your commitment to improving yourself. 

During moments of difficulty ahead, always remember you are not alone. Trust in 
your support system and lean on your pillars. We are all here to help you along the 
way. 

Thank you for the work you have done and leadership you have shown, 
and remember you are the future of this community. We look forward 
to seeing how you shape it. 

Congratulations again!! 
Sincerely, 

Ben Allen
Senator, 24th District
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Caroline Torosis 
Mayor, City of Santa Monica

CONGRATULATIONS

As an attorney who came to public service because I believe our systems can and 
must be more just, and now as the Mayor of this extraordinary city, I am filled 
with pride watching you step into what comes next.

You have grown up on these bluffs and this beach. You have watched 
the sun set over the Pacific from Palisades Park. You have walked Third Street, ridden 
Big Blue Bus, and called this remarkable, complicated, beautiful city home. That is 
not a small thing. Santa Monica shaped you. Now it is your turn to take those values 
out into the world.

This city has always believed that where you come from should not determine 
how far you go. We are building housing so more families can afford to stay. We 
are healing old wounds through restorative justice. We are preparing to welcome 
the entire world for the FIFA World Cup and LA28. The values behind all of that 
work, equity, courage, community, belong to you now too.

A few things I want to leave with you:
Ask who the system was built for, and whether it is working for everyone. 

Justice does not happen on its own. It takes people willing to look clearly at 
the world and demand better.

Use your voice, especially when it is uncomfortable. Speak up for those 
who cannot. Be the person in the room who says the thing that needs 
to be said.

Stay connected to this city. Come back to it. Engage with it. 
Show up. Santa Monica will always have a seat for you.

And no matter where life takes you, you will always carry this 
coastline with you. That salty air, that golden light, the sound of 
the ocean reminding you there is something bigger than any 
one moment. That is yours forever. Take the values of this 
place and let them guide everything you do.

Congratulations, Vikings Class of 2026. I believe in you 
with everything I have. Now go make us proud.

With pride and belief in you,

Dear Vikings, Class of 2026,
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Lindsey P. Horvath

CONGRATULATIONS

To the Class 
of 2026:
There is no single roadmap for what comes next — and that 

is what makes this moment so exciting. Graduation is not 
about having your whole life figured out; it is about 
recognizing how much you have already grown, and 
trusting yourself enough to take the next step forward.

You are graduating at a time when the world is asking big 
questions about who we are, how we care for one another, and 
what kind of future we want to build together. I believe your 
generation is uniquely prepared to meet this moment. You 
understand the value of community, authenticity, and using 
your voice to create change.

No matter where your path leads from here, I hope you 
stay curious. Stay connected to the people and places that 
ground you. Stay open to opportunities you cannot yet predict. 
And, most importantly, do not underestimate the impact you are 
capable of having — not someday, but right now.

Los Angeles County is stronger because of young people who 
are willing to lead with empathy, creativity, and conviction. Your 
perspective matters. Your ideas matter. And your willingness to 
imagine something better matters.

Congratulations on this extraordinary accomplishment. Your next 
chapter belongs entirely to you, and I cannot wait to see where it 
takes you.

With admiration and encouragement,

Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors
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RICK CHAVEZ ZBUR
Assemblymember, Fifty-First District

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulatory Message to Santa 
Monica High School Graduating 
Class of 2026

Congratulations Class of 2026!
As you walk across the stage, receive your diploma, and become 

a graduate of Santa Monica High School, one journey will come to 
an end, and another will begin. For the past four years, you have 
pushed through obstacles small and large, grown intellectually 

and emotionally, and, I hope, made lasting friends and memories.
As your representative in the California State Assembly, I can assure you that 

our community is deeply proud of you and your accomplishments. Now, as you 
enter life’s next chapter, I hope you will channel the tenacity and determination you 
have displayed over the last four years into a willingness to take intelligent risks and 
push yourself to contribute to a better world for your family and community, as well 
as yourself.

I know that the world that you are graduating into is profoundly uncertain: 
communities in the United States and around the world are under threat, our economy 
and workforce are being transformed by artificial intelligence faster than ever 
anticipated, and our democratic institutions are being seriously tested. Yet the future 
also holds extraordinary promise — breakthroughs in science and medicine, new forms 
of creative and civic expression, and opportunities to build the kind of just world that 
previous generations could only imagine. I am confident in your ability to rise to meet 
these challenges and seize these opportunities. 

I’m sure you learned about “The Greatest Generation”—a generation of 
Americans who faced social injustice, the economic uncertainty of the 
Great Depression, the threat of fascism, and the service and 
sacrifice required by the Second World War. They responded 
to these challenges with determination, resilience, and a 
commitment to building a better America and a better 
world. You have that same extraordinary power to shape 
the future, and as you look toward the next decade and 
the next century, I hope you never forget the strength 
that can be built through both individual and collective 
action. 

Wherever you go and whatever you do, remember 
to have confidence in yourself and a belief in the 
value of your authentic self. Regardless of the path 
you take, I know that our future will be brighter 
under the light of the incredible Class of 2026.

As you go forward and make your mark on the 
world, I hope you warmly remember the formative 
years you spent at Santa Monica High School—
and the dedication of your parents, teachers, and 
the school staff and administrators who have 
worked to make your experience possible. No 
matter where you go, you’ll always be a Viking! 
Congratulations on this momentous step!
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As a proud member of the SaMoHi Class of 1997, this graduation feels especially 
meaningful. Over the years, I have had the privilege of watching so many of 
these students grow up through our schools, youth sports, music programs, 
Youth City Council, and community events. It is impossible not to feel 

emotional seeing them reach this milestone.
A special congratulations to my daughter, Briana Negrete. Watching you grow into the 
kind, resilient, thoughtful, and determined young woman you are today has been one 
of the greatest joys of my life. I could not be more proud of you and all that you have 
accomplished.
To Briana and her incredible crew, RENIKABR, and to every graduate: remember to 
stay true to yourself. Follow your heart, pursue what you love, and never let anyone 
convince you that your dreams are too big. Know that you are deeply loved, valued, and 
supported by a community that will always be cheering you on.
Santa Monica has truly been the village that helped raise these remarkable young 
people. To the families, teachers, coaches, mentors, and friends who helped guide them 
along the way, thank you.
Class of 2026, your future is bright. We cannot wait to see where your journeys take 
you.
With love and pride,
Lana Negrete
Santa Monica High School Class of 1997
Proud Mom and Community Member

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SANTA MONICA 
HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2026!

CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA

 

Monday June 15, 2026 10:00 AM 

Call the PAL Youth Center
at 310-458-8988 
for more information.
Space is limited.
Register ASAP!

Santa Monica Police Activities League
 CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC

Followed by Awards Dinner & Silent Auction

Mulholland Hills Country Club
 Individual$500 Foursome$1,900 Dinner Only$100 

Promote your business while investing
in public safety and positive youth

engagement with law enforcement.

SMPALGolf2026.givesmart.com

2 0 2 6

Samohi Class of 2026! This is your moment. You’ve pushed 
through challenges, risen with hope, and now stand at the edge 
of what’s possible.
Your graduation is more than a celebration — it’s a sacred 

shift from potential to purpose. The world needs your courage, your 
compassion, and your conviction.
Build bridges, not walls. Serve boldly. Love deeply. Live with grit and 
purpose.
Carry your diploma not as a trophy, but as a tool, to create justice, open 
doors, and lead with fortitude. Don’t chase success... create significance.
The question isn’t “What will you do?” it’s “Who will you lift?”
Wherever life takes you, know that your Santa Monica community is 
behind you, cheering you on. Congratulations! We can’t wait to see what 
you do next!
Dan Hall
City Councilmember
City of Santa Monica, California

CONGRATULATIONS
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SAMOHI FINDS 
SUCCESS BEYOND 
THE CLASSROOM

This year, Samohi students 
were extremely successful 
in prestigious, academic 
competitions. 

On Dec. 5, the 
Samohi Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
Engineering team placed third at the 
JPL competition. The competition 
consists of high schools teams designing 
and building an apparatus to create a 
device that could relocate an eight-liter 
water container and empty it into a 
bucket five meters away, all under 60 
seconds. Samo’s team won first place at 
regionals prior to their third place win 
at NASA JPL, their device was able to 
complete the challenge in 9.18 seconds. 

The SaMoTech robotics team earned 
the second seed in its divisional playoffs 
and came within two matches of 
reaching the overall finals, ultimately 
falling in a 488–496 contest — one 
of the highest combined scores of the 
season.

Over three days of competition, the 
team battled some of the top 300 teams 
in the world, drawn from a pool of 
more than 8,000. Between matches, 
SaMoTech students hosted other teams 
to collaborate on robot improvements, 
working late into the night — one 
session stretched until 4 a.m.

For the six members who founded 

the team as freshmen in 2022, all of 
whom graduate next month, the run 
represented the payoff of four years 
of work and a chance to connect with 
future engineers from around the world.

Samohi also succeeded in the 
Conrad Challenge. Brandon Kirbyson 
(‘26), Landon Kummer (‘28) and Tobin 
Palmer (‘26) were awarded for their 
innovation and entrepreneurship on 
April 25 at the Houston Innovation 
Summit Awards Ceremony. Seventy 
different countries were involved in 
this year’s challenge, which recognizes 
advancements in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). 
Students were put up to the task of 
solving an everyday problem with an 
innovative STEM solution, where they 
then presented their design to a 30 judge 
panel. The students were awarded for 
Aerospace and Aviation (one of the five 
categories for the Conrad challenge). 
Their design was for integrated multi-
axis ailerons, it significantly lightens the 
steering system on satellites, as well as 
being more cost-efficient.

Overall, Samo students continue to 
shine on a national level in academic 
competitions, showcasing their 
innovative thinking and collaborative 
efforts.
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WINNER

AWARD WINNER

Draw Date: 6/10
12  31  38  60  66
Power#: 14
Jackpot: 258 M

Draw Date: 6/9
9  30  36  38  40
Mega#: 3
Jackpot: 413 M

Draw Date: 6/10
3  16  22  29  42
Mega#: 5
Jackpot: 28 M

Draw Date: 6/10
6  28  35  36  37

Draw Date: 6/10
EVENING: 5  3  0

Draw Date: 6/10
MIDDAY: 8  1  3

Draw Date: 6/10
1st: 01 - Gold Rush
2nd: 07 - Eureka
3rd: 02 - Lucky Star
Race Time: 1:49.94

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Friday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, cloudy through mid 
morning, then gradual clearing, with a high near 71.  
Friday Night: Increasing clouds, with a low around 63. West 
southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.
Saturday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, mostly sunny, 
with a high near 71. 
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63.

2026/06/12 Fri 02:11 AM  -0.52 L
2026/06/12 Fri 08:32 AM 3.45 H
2026/06/12 Fri 1:02 PM  1.89 L
2026/06/12 Fri 7:35 PM  6.58 H
2026/06/13 Sat 02:59 AM -1.19 L
2026/06/13 Sat 09:27 AM 3.59 H
2026/06/13 Sat 1:50 PM  2.03 L
2026/06/13 Sat 8:20 PM  6.96 H
2026/06/14 Sun 03:46 AM -1.65 L
2026/06/14 Sun 10:19 AM  3.70 H
2026/06/14 Sun 2:40 PM  2.11 L
2026/06/14 Sun 9:06 PM  7.17 H
2026/06/15 Mon 04:34 AM -1.86 L
2026/06/15 Mon 11:10 AM  3.77 H
2026/06/15 Mon 3:32 PM  2.15 L

Date                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

Trend towards smaller but still fun waves continues with fading swell. 
Light winds for the morning. Old SSW swell, along with a little lingering 
NW swell, has surf mainly running chest to head high zone in the 
morning. Afternoon gradually eases. Light/variable to light S winds in the 
morning, followed by a moderate W sea breeze for the afternoon.

Another strong SSW swell moves in - not nearly as big as the 8th-10th 
but still good size. A recent SPAC storm set up another SSW swell 
which will fill in over the weekend. Not a monster storm for seas, but 
still good size, on a favorable track and also moving over an agitated 
sea state (pre heated oven from earlier storms) for SoCal swell produc-
tion. Waist-chest high waves on tap for average spots, pushing head-
high+ high for better breaks. Standouts, mainly west of Dume, a foot or 
so overhead by the end of the day.

FRIDAY SURF:
FAIR TO GOOD

3-4ft+
Waist to shoulder

SATURDAY SURF:
FAIR TO GOOD

4-5ft
Chest to head

WATER TEMP: 68.5
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SAMOHI’S NEW ACADEMIC 
PATHWAYS THRIVE IN THEIR 

FIRST YEAR

Santa Monica High School introduced two 
new one-year Career Technical Education 
pathways this school year, offering juniors 
and seniors the opportunity to explore law 
and public policy or health and wellness 

through immersive, multi-period programs housed in 
the school’s Exploration building.

LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY
The Law and Public Policy Academy provides 

students an in-depth look at the American legal 
system and its impact on everyday life, combining 
legal study with leadership and industry skills. The 
course is taught by Samohi alumna Alana Rivera, 
Bryn Boyd and Samantha Eden.

Through block scheduling, the academy fulfills 
students’ English credit and their U.S. Government/
Economics credit by embedding those subjects into 
the Law and Public Policy curriculum.

A dedicated classroom in the Exploration building 
features a mock courtroom, including a judge’s 
bench, designed to keep students engaged in course 
material. The academy also maintains a “Classroom 
Constitution” outlining the rights and responsibilities 
of all participants, signed by students and teachers 
alike.

Senior Jared Juarez emerged as one of the program’s 
standout students, developing the Police & Youth 
Advisory Council to foster communication between 
the Santa Monica Police Department and local 
students. The initiative began as a class assignment 
before Juarez expanded it into a formal proposal that 
won SMPD approval and secured funding.

Juarez devoted his weekly free periods — known 
as flex times — to building the council’s relationship 
with the department rather than pursuing personal 
projects.

“My Police & Youth Advisory Council brought 

in lots of support from the students and many truly 
appreciated the opportunity to attend each event,” 
Juarez said. “I’m grateful for the tremendous growth 
and support I received from my teachers and peers 
in the Law and Public Policy Academy. As I graduate 
I wanna leave off with saying: no matter where you 
start, anything is possible. Growth isn’t something 
that carries a limit.”

Rivera said the program’s first year exceeded 
expectations.

“Through mock trials, advocacy projects, field 
trips and guest speakers, students developed critical 
thinking, communication and leadership skills while 
exploring issues that impact their communities,” 
Rivera said. “They visited places such as the Los 
Angeles Superior Court, the Santa Monica Courthouse 
and the Santa Monica Police Department, giving them 
firsthand exposure to the legal system and public 
service careers.”

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
The Health and Wellness Academy offers students 

an in-depth exploration of sports medicine and 
healthcare across three periods covering sports 
medicine, human biology and English. The biology 
and English components fulfill students’ life science 
and English credits for the year. The courses are 
taught by Katie Saunders, Katrina Reyes and Kathleen 
Faas.

The academy features specialized equipment 
allowing students to examine skeletal, muscular and 
cardiovascular systems, and projects are designed to 
address the causes, effects and biological impacts of 
injuries and diseases alongside their sociopolitical 
dimensions.

Senior Evangeline Boyd said the hands-on format 
set the class apart.

“I was pretty excited to join because most of your 

classes you just sit down at a desk, and this one was 
more in groups and practicing ankle taping, CPR 
practice, knee and wrist taping, etc.,” Boyd said.

Boyd added that the course serves as strong 
preparation for students pursuing careers in medicine 
or allied health fields.

“I would definitely recommend it to someone 
who wants to take a senior year tri-class — if 
you’re interested in going into medicine, or being a 
physician’s assistant, or a nurse — literally anything 
in the healthcare or sports medicine world,” Boyd 
said. “I would definitely recommend it as an almost 
prerequisite for what you would have to take in 
college.”

Projects frequently tie course material to current 
events in sports medicine. For the fall semester final, 
students examined chronic traumatic encephalopathy, 
or CTE, across all three subject areas.

“They explored exactly how concussions happen 
in my class, recognizing a concussion on the field, 
recognizing symptoms, how to do a concussion test,” 
Saunders said. “Then in Ms. Reyes’ class they learned 
about gray matter and white matter in the brain and 
neurons, and what each of the lobes of the brain 
are responsible for in our experience of reality. Ms. 
Faas had them look into policy currently in different 
athletics about safety, specifically with head injuries, 
and altogether we worked on research on how to 
change the sports that we have today to make them 
safer.”

The three dedicated classrooms in the Exploration 
building allow instructors to separate grade levels 
when needed, accommodating differences in English 
and science coursework between juniors and seniors.

Both academies occupy the first three periods of 
a student’s school day and are open to juniors and 
seniors with flexible schedules.
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SENIOR 
SPOTLIGHTS: 

SHAYL KHATOD

Samohi senior Shayl Khatod 
has reimagined and 
redivined how to teach 
empathy for youth. When 
observing the spike in anti-

Asian hate during COVID-19 as well 
as living in a post 9/11 America, in 
as early as 7th grade Khatod began 
to wonder how instilling empathy in 
America’s youth might impact hate 
crimes. After writing two research 
papers, one focusing on the sociological 
aspects of hate and empathy, and other 
psychological, Khatod founded his 
nonprofit “Reflect Empathy”, using it as 
an avenue to demonstrate how and why 
teaching empathy in schools would lead 
to a more all-encompassing society. 

Khatod additionally brought these 
same concepts to Samo when he created 
his “Reflect Empathy” club at Samohi, 
working with many other Samohi 
students to foster increased compassion 
within his high school community. 
Khatod describes his process of how he 
came to be interested in the topic and 
the successes his club has had.

“I was interested in how these big 
seminal events, like Covid, influenced 
people and how people scapegoat 
others, “ Khatod said. 

The process of forming the 
curriculum wasn’t necessarily planned. 
In the concluding parts of his research 
papers, Khatod looked for a direction 
of future research, hoping to find a way 
to actually be able to teach empathy to 
youth. The journey began with Khatod 
discovering a teaching curriculum 
“Activating Social Empathy” from a 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
organization called the Family and 
Child Research Center (FCRC) in 
Ireland. Through many cold emails, 
he was able to get in contact with 
the institute and begin coordination. 
However, Khatod soon realized that the 

program wasn’t entirely applicable for 
American students, and slowly adapted 
the curriculum to better fit American 
life, with the consent and collaboration 
of the FCRC.  

Reflect Empathy was able to 
collaborate with the Samohi school 
board to allow for an empathy 
curriculum to be incorporated into 
Samohi’s Freshman Seminar classes, a 
general education class that all freshmen 
are required to take that delves into 
topics such as discrimination, and sex 
and drug education. 

“They have a Geffen curriculum, 
which does all the SEL, social-emotional 
learning, in freshman seminar, and now 
they have ours too” relayed Khatod. 

Furthermore, Khatod has reached 
out to the school district’s social studies 
department which now has access to 
the program. The curriculum has been 
instated in the Boys and Girls Clubs’ 
throughout Santa Monica and Los 
Angeles, giving students opportunities 
to actually teach the content themselves. 
Khatod describes a time when he was 
able to teach his course. 

“I personally taught kids at the Boys 
and Girls Club, I think it was really 
cool, I taught them what empathy meant 
and my main goal was to have them 
understand the concept and maybe how 
to empathize with someone, and that’s 
obviously the goal of the curriculum,” 
Khatod said. “[They’re] kind of simple 
goals, but I think the kids really got it 
and connected with it, and that was 
inspiring.” 

On top of the lengthy dedication 
to his non profit organization, that is 
currently working on a lab studying 
different coping methods for Asian 
American victims of hate, Khatod was 
an avid violinist in Samohi’s orchestra, 
creative writer and is attending Harvard 
College for Social Studies in the fall. 

FRIDAY | JUNE 12
LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR AT MARELLE - NIGHT CAP MENU
9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Marelle at Sandbourne Santa 
Monica 1740 Ocean Ave Santa Monica. Marelle will be 
launching a late-night happy hour menu called ‘Night Cap’ 
starting Monday, April 6th. Guests can order from this 
menu exclusively at Marelle, bar and bar lounge only. Visit 
: https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/late-night-
happy-hour-at-marelle-night-cap-menu/18409321/2026-
06-12T21

SATURDAY | JUNE 13
MAIN STREET WALK
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. The Historic Shotgun House 2520 
2nd St Santa Monica. Far more than a history lesson, Santa 
Monica Conservancy’s Main Street Walk shows us Main 
Street as a vibrant hub of the Ocean Park neighborhood, 

upon which its histories have been written. Yourguide, 
Mark Gorman, street historian and author of the award-
winning blog The Street Seen, will share stories that 
reflect years of walking with a curious gaze and that are 
informed by well-researched musings. Check-in:A docent 
will greet you at the Shotgun House, 2520 Second Street in 
Ocean Park.Check-in on the day of the tour opens at 10:15 
a.m., and the tour will start promptly at 10:30 a.m. Visit: 
https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/main-street-
walk/18119523/2026-06-13T10

SUNDAY | JUNE 14
19TH STREET COMMUNITY FARM BLOCK PARTY !!! 
1:00 p.m.– 5:00 p.m.  19TH Street Community Farm – 2018 
19th Street, Santa Monica 90404. We will be celebrating 
the opening of the 19th Street Community Farm and 
Wellness Garden with a Street Party.  Complete with music, 
garden activities, arts & crafts, food trucks and of course, 
getting your hands dirty and checking out the new garden 
space.  This event is open and free to the public, with 
the exception of purchasing food from the food trucks.  
Limited parking will be available on SMC Campus, so we 
encourage arrival via walk, bus or bike as well. 

         

DATE/TIME:   Monday, June 15, 2026, 7:00 PM 

LOCATION:   Council Chambers, (wheelchair accessible)
   Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street, Room 250

PUBLIC HEARING:

1399 Olympic Blvd (25ARB-0189): Multi-Family Residential/Mixed Use: 
Review of the design, colors and materials for the construction of an eight-story 81-foot 
tall, 192,381 square foot mixed-use housing project consisting of 222 units, including 25 
affordable housing units, 9,982 square feet of commercial floor area, and parking located 
in two subterranean levels.  The project will be developed on six parcels (currently the 
Synder Diamond appliance retail), in the Mixed-Use Boulevard Low (MUBL) District.

More information is available online at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Boards-
Commissions/Architectural-Review-Board/ (en Espanol tambien at (310) 458-2201 ext. 
2431#).  

The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Those wishing to give written public 
comment shall email comments to planningcomment@santamonica.gov. Comments 
received prior to 12 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be distributed to the Architectural 
Review Board prior to the meeting and posted online. Please note the agenda item in your 
comments.

For disability-related accommodations, please contact (866) 311-7266 at least 72 
hours in advance of the meeting. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested 
accommodation. 

All written materials are available in alternate languages provided the request is received 
72 hours prior to the meeting. 

Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center area. The Expo Line 
terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street and is a short walk to City Hall. 
Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive, and in the Civic Center 
Parking Structure (validation free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa 
Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

TRANSLATION SERVICE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. Please contact planning@
santamonica.gov at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.

SERVICIO DE TRADUCCIÓN DISPONIBLE A PEDIDO. Comuníquese al planning@
santamonica.gov al menos 72 horas antes de la reunión programada.

ESPAÑOL : Esto es una noticia pública para revisar aplicaciones proponiendo desarrollo en 
Santa Monica.  Si desea más información, favor de llamar a Ana Fernandez en la División 
de Planificación al número (310) 458-2201 ext. 2431 o envíe un correo electrónico a ana.
fernandez@santamonica.gov  

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING  

SANTA MONICA
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
SANTA MONICA CITY HALL
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2412 Wilshire Blvd. Suite #208
Santa Monica, CA phoenixclassicalpilates.com

424-835-2810

Pilates sessions designed to strengthen, 
restore, and energize your body from 
the inside out.

Congratulations 
Class of 2026!
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YEAR IN REVIEW:  
SAMOHI MUSIC

Samohi music made many memories 
traveling far and wide in the 2025-26 
school year. Each respective program 
was significantly accomplished, and 
many seniors who participated in the 

various musical pathways are pursuing higher 
education in or revolving around music.

The Orchestra traveled the distance this year, 
going to South Korea to perform over spring 
break. The program participated in three concerts, 
each in a different part of Korea — one in Daegu, 
one in Busan and one in Seoul — performing with 
guest conductors and other youth ensembles. On 
top of getting to play in multiple concerts, the 
Orchestra was able to explore various aspects of 
Korean culture such as the night markets and the 
cuisine, making the trip memorable on multiple 
levels. Senior Matti Scott, who has been a part of 
the Symphony Orchestra for three years, remarks 
on his favorite parts of the trip.

“I really enjoyed performing alongside 
professional and other student musicians in the 
beautiful Korean concert halls. We played with 
some Korean schools and then professional 
Korean singers. Experiencing the culture of Korea, 
especially their music, was a new experience for 
me and was quite eye-opening,” Scott said.

The Orchestra additionally had a plethora 
of extremely successful concerts in California 
and honored the graduating class at the Senior 
Gala on May 30, awarding standout seniors and 
concluding a fantastic year of performance. Scott 
reflects on his time in the Orchestra program.

“Playing in a group as advanced as we 

are is a very rewarding experience, as the 
repertoire is demanding and is music that a 
real professional orchestra would play,” Scott 
remarked. “The environment in the orchestra is 
incredibly supportive and everyone has a sense 
of camaraderie, and I’ve made lifelong friends 
through our orchestra program.”

The Choir brought their all to their annual 
Sweet Serenade and Winter concerts and went 
on an international tour, going to France, the 
Netherlands and Belgium. In Paris, after a series 
of auditions, the Samohi choir was able to perform 
in the prestigious Notre Dame cathedral, marking 
the first performance Samohi participated in since 
its rebuild after the 2019 fire. Katie Bryce, the 
choir co-president, comments on the trip.

“We visited various cities and got to have five 
different concerts. We sang in historic churches 
and cathedrals with such impressive architecture 
and acoustics,” Bryce said. “I felt so lucky to 
connect with the origins of the choral arts as we 
learned about traditional western choral music 
and sang in places where the art form I love was 
developing so long ago.”

Bryce is in charge of a variety of responsibilities 
regarding the choir alongside her co-president 
Harper McCalum, including non-teacher weekly 
lunchtime rehearsals for upper choir students 
to hone in on specific songs and dedicate extra 
time to particularly challenging pieces. Though 
she enjoyed the choir tour immensely, Bryce also 
found the annual, beginning-of-the-year retreat to 
be an especially memorable experience.

“My favorite memories from this year include 

when all members from the upper two choirs go 
up to Camp Whittle for a weekend. We spend the 
time together split between bonding activities and 
rehearsal,” Bryce relayed. “It is meant to make us 
as a choir work better together and have a stronger 
sense of community and camaraderie. This year 
was so special as I connected with my fellow choir 
members very deeply, and we had such a positive, 
friendly environment all year.”

Samohi’s Marching Band also had a 
remarkably successful semester and concluded 
the season competing in the Southern California 
School Band and Orchestra Association 5A Field 
Championships, placing 3rd and receiving a 
bronze medal. Senior Frances Aguilar discusses 
her four years in the marching band and how they 
impacted her high school life.

“I think that my experience in marching band 
is probably what shaped my entire high school 
experience, because all of the friends that I made 
first in high school started off from marching 
band, and it always gave me a place to feel 
welcomed,” Aguilar said. “It’s one of the things 
that I’m the most grateful for in this entire school, 
because it’s such an open place, you’re allowed 
to be yourself, and the people that you become 
friends with are the people you’re gonna stay 
friends with for your entire four years, because 
you’re with them so much.”

Music has always been one of Samohi’s strongest 
programs, and that reality was no different this 
school year, continuing a long legacy of keeping 
students engaged while simultaneously moving 
them toward excellence.
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• REED COLLEGE
• UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

OREGON • COLORADO COLLEGE
• UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER
• UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER
• UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

COLORADO

• UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN

NEBRASKA

• UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA

NORTH DAKOTA

• GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEGE

MINNESOTA
• UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

MICHIGAN

• TULANE UNIVERSITY

LOUISIANA

• ALABAMA STATE UNIVERSITY

ALABAMA

• UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
• UNITED STATES ARMY

OTHER

• UNITED STATES COAST GUARD ACADEMY
• UNITED STATES NAVY

• RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN

RHODE ISLAND

• WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

CONNECTICUT

• RUTGERS UNIVERSITY-NEW BRUNSWICK

NEW JERSEY

• DUKE UNIVERSITY

NORTH CAROLINA

• GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
• UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON-SEATTLE 

CAMPUS

WASHINGTON

• FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

FLORIDA

• BRYN MAWR COLLEGE
• UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
• CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

PENNSYLVANIA

• PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY-MAIN CAMPUS
• UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH-PITTSBURGH CAMPUS

• COPENHAGEN BUSINESS SCHOOL
• BASQUE CULINARY CENTER-SAN SEBASTIAN
• MAASTRICHT UNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL

• MCGILL UNIVERSITY
• UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER-LONDON
• TRINITY COLLEGE

• UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS LONDON
• WASEDA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 

INTERNATIONAL LIBERAL STUDIES

NEW YORK

• BARD COLLEGE
• BARNARD COLLEGE
• COLGATE UNIVERSITY
• CORNELL UNIVERSITY

• FORDHAM UNIVERSITY
• NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
• UNION COLLEGE (NY)
• ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY (NY)

• SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
• VASSAR COLLEGE

• INDIANA UNIVERSITY-BLOOMINGTON
• PURDUE UNIVERSITY-MAIN CAMPUS

INDIANA

• LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO
• NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

ILLINOIS

• TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
• SAINT EDWARD'S UNIVERSITY

TEXAS

• ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY-TEMPE

ARIZONA

• UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
• WEBER STATE UNIVERSITY

UTAH

•CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE 
UNIVERSITY-HUMBOLDT

•CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN 
LUIS OBISPO

•CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
UNIVERSITY-MARITIME

•CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
UNIVERSITY-POMONA

•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-BAKERSFIELD
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-CHANNEL ISLANDS
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-DOMINGUEZ HILLS
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-FULLERTON
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-LONG BEACH
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-MONTEREY BAY
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-NORTHRIDGE
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN BERNARDINO
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN DIEGO
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN MARCOS
•CERRITOS COLLEGE
•CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY
•DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
•EAST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE
•EL CAMINO COMMUNITY COLLEGE
•LOS ANGELES FILM AND RECORDING SCHOOL
•LOS ANGELES TRADE TECHNICAL COLLEGE
•LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
•MOUNT SAINT MARY'S UNIVERSITY
•PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY
•PIERCE COLLEGE - LOS ANGELES
•POINT LOMA NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
•SANTA MONICA COLLEGE
•SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
•SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY
•SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
•SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY
•UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
•UNIVERSAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
•UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-BERKELEY
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-DAVIS
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-IRVINE
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-MERCED
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-RIVERSIDE
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SAN DIEGO
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA BARBARA
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA CRUZ
•UNIVERSAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE-SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA
•VANGUARD UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA MASSACHUSETTS

• BERKLEE SCHOOL OF MUSIC
• BOSTON COLLEGE
• EMERSON COLLEGE
• HARVARD UNIVERSITY
• TUFTS UNIVERSITY
• UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS-AMHERST
• WILLIAMS COLLEGE
• WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

NEW HAMPSHIRE

• DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
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INTERNATIONAL
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• TRINITY COLLEGE

• UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS LONDON
• WASEDA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 

INTERNATIONAL LIBERAL STUDIES

NEW YORK

• BARD COLLEGE
• BARNARD COLLEGE
• COLGATE UNIVERSITY
• CORNELL UNIVERSITY

• FORDHAM UNIVERSITY
• NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
• UNION COLLEGE (NY)
• ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY (NY)

• SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
• VASSAR COLLEGE

• INDIANA UNIVERSITY-BLOOMINGTON
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UNIVERSITY-MARITIME

•CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
UNIVERSITY-POMONA

•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-BAKERSFIELD
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-CHANNEL ISLANDS
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-DOMINGUEZ HILLS
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-FULLERTON
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-LONG BEACH
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-MONTEREY BAY
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-NORTHRIDGE
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN BERNARDINO
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN DIEGO
•CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN MARCOS
•CERRITOS COLLEGE
•CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY
•DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
•EAST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE
•EL CAMINO COMMUNITY COLLEGE
•LOS ANGELES FILM AND RECORDING SCHOOL
•LOS ANGELES TRADE TECHNICAL COLLEGE
•LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
•MOUNT SAINT MARY'S UNIVERSITY
•PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY
•PIERCE COLLEGE - LOS ANGELES
•POINT LOMA NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
•SANTA MONICA COLLEGE
•SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
•SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY
•SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
•SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY
•UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
•UNIVERSAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
•UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-BERKELEY
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-DAVIS
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-IRVINE
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-MERCED
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-RIVERSIDE
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SAN DIEGO
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA BARBARA
•UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA CRUZ
•UNIVERSAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE-SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA
•VANGUARD UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA MASSACHUSETTS

• BERKLEE SCHOOL OF MUSIC
• BOSTON COLLEGE
• EMERSON COLLEGE
• HARVARD UNIVERSITY
• TUFTS UNIVERSITY
• UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS-AMHERST
• WILLIAMS COLLEGE
• WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

NEW HAMPSHIRE

• DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Ava De La Barreda
Giulia Della Rocca

Daira Santiago Marcial
Sierra Abronson
Ava Adamucci
Alyssa Adauto

Frances Aguilar
Sahar Aguilar

Hiroshy Aguilar Aquino
Isaac Akotuah

Anthony Alarcon Ramirez
Ariana Aldana

Kaden Alejandro
Elliott Alexander

Solonia Allen
Sergio Alvarado

Alex Alvizo
Justine Anderson
Jasmine Andrews

Valeria Angelino-Islas
Karina Arciga

Daniel Arevalo Mota
Dominic Arias

Erin Arita
Kevin Armanious

Maya Asato
Tatum Asla

Morgane Auffret
Dulce Avila

Anthony Ayala
Feben Ayele
Kaleb Azage

Nikita Azarov

Claire Baboujon
Adham Badr

Arianna Ballard
Rufus Ballatore
Angel Baltazar

Nazar Bandrovskyi
Branden Banks
Adrian Barajas
Jacob Barajas

Katherine Barba
Deva Bardach
Rian Barenfeld

Lucky Padraig Basseri
Gabriel Baum-Lopez

Jason Bautista De Los Angeles
James Baxter

Yazabeth Baza
Keaton Becker

Alexander Beekman
Francisco Bejarano

Inkara Bekbenbetova
Leul Belay

Brooklyn Bell
Demi Belle

Ezra Benavides
Eli Bendersky Boreth

Benjamin Benitez
Zachary Bennett
Leo Bernknopf
Joshua Besser

Katerina Betancourt
McKay Betita

Trevor Bhattacharya

sunmoonrain.com

Sustainable beauty, home, and wellness essentials 
designed to reduce waste and elevate everyday living.

2601 17th Street, Suite B, Santa Monica

REFILLS NOT LANDFILLS
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Santa Monica High School 2023 Graduating ClassSanta Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Mylo Bieber

Eliot Bingener
Nyah Bishop
Tegan Blaine
Aundria Blair
Luke Blaney

Sofya Blazhko
Marco Bowker

Evangeline Boyd
Calvin Bradshaw

Alexander Brandenberg
Veronika Brandt
Madeline Braun

Jahir Brenes
Gavin Britt
Ana Brokaj

Victoria Browne
Jacob Browning

Alessandro Bruce Casanova
Sloane Bryant

Kate Bryce
Isabella Bryson
Hanah Buckner

Vivian Bukowiecka
Melchior Bukowiecki

Gavin Burdick
Addison Burns

Jayden Butts
Eleanor Cadena

LB Caldwell
Stella Callen
Mia Campos

Samantha Campos

Lily Cannington
Grace Cao

Zhihan Cao
Cameron Carey

Isobel Carmichael
Logan Carter

Ella’Mae Carysfort
Mateo Castagna
Haley Castanaza

Isabella Castaneda Jimenez
Sophie Castellanos

Damian Castillo
Sam Cattarossi
Isaac Cervantes
Karin Cervantes

Maggie Cervantes
Sarah Chabouh

Hayden Chambers
Griffin Chandler

Kimberly Chavez Ortiz
Daniela Chavez Perez

Taylor Chen
Arman Chhibber

Isaac Chiang
Nathaniel Chin
Lawrence Chiou

Camille Choe
Liam Chutuape
Matthew Clark
Spencer Cody
Ryder Coffey
Joshua Cohen

Boadicea Conran

Solé Cook
Alexis Cooley-Knotts

Christian Cormier
Tanya Cortes

Brianna Cortez
Iris Cortez

Ethan Crawford
Monica Cristobal

Xylia Criswell
Armando Cruz Martinez

Aylin Cruz Rojas
Jazlene Curiel Grijalva

Zoe Dale
Tate Daley
Ande Daly

Triston Daniels
Nikolas Davis

Ambrea De Leon
Guadalupe De Pablo

Landon De Regil
Brianna De Veyra
Charles De Young
Cameron Delavin
Francisco Delgado
Attilio Della Puppa

Mario Della Torre Neto
Louis Henri Moussa Deloose

Ruby Dembo
Lucie Demmer
Oliver Deutsch
Abraham Diaz

Ruby Diaz Magana
Daniel Diaz-Bentancor

CRAFTED DRINKS.
GREAT FOOD.
GOOD COMPANY.

2907 Main St., Santa Monica +310-392-2772tavernonmainsm.com

Local flavor meets classic tavern energy. Grab a 
seat, order your favorites, and enjoy the best of 
Santa Monica dining and nightlife.

ALL FORMS, ALL TYPES, ALL STATES
TAXES

395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310)
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1753 • Santa Monica 90401

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

Helping families honor, remember, and celebrate life

1847 14th Street
 Santa Monica, CA  90404

(310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7)
www.woodlawnsm.com

City of Santa Monica
WOODLAWN

Cemetery   Mausoleum  Mortuary 

CEMETERY & FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME
 Tradi onal  Burial  Green Burial   Crema on Pre-Need Planning

FD # 2101

office (310) 458-7737
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Luca Donahue
Maurice Doty

Alexander Douglas
Yungbihn Douglas

Emmitt Driggs
Olivia Duarte

Jonah Dworkin
Eloise Eastland
Kaitlyn Eggers
Jaxson Ehlers

Siena Eichholz
Mason Eissa

Eli Elton
Alexis Enriquez
Melany Escobar
Jacob Escontrias
Milana Espalin

Alejandra Estrada- Romero
Harmonii Everage
Ella Ever-Hadani

Archer Faas
Leyla Fajardo-Nguyen

James Faries
Zephyr Fehmers

Nala Feil
Gavin Felix

Isabella Fernandez
Isaiah Fernandez

Emerson Fields-Kremer
Abby Fienberg

Emma Fischer-Hernandez
Grayson Fitzgerald

Liam Fitzpatrick

Nico Flores
Juan Flores IV
George Frank
Alicia Frausto
Amber French

Arianna French
Kaden Fussell

Crystal Gaitan Carvajal
Agustin Garcia

Alex Garcia
Emmanuel Garcia Curiel
Milly Garcia Hernandez

Loa Garcia Lopez
Gabriela Garcia-Serrano

Holden Gardner
Khailee Garland

Luc Garland-Di Stefano
Beimnet Gebermariam

Feven Gebremichael
Aras Gedvila

Hiyab Getachew
Ryan Gillespie- Breslo

Jacob Gilshteyn
Magnus Gino-Shawcross

Sabrina Glasser
Emma Godfrey
Jack Goldberg

Alexander Goldman
Aubrielle Gomez

Daniel Gomez Aparicio
Brian Gonsalez
Alyssa Gonzalez
Lucia Gonzalez 

Julian Gonzalez-Alfaro
Zane Gray

Xavier Green
Piet Greenspan
Sadie Gryczman

Juan Guerra
Aislin Gutierrez
Eva Gutierrez

Ramona Gutiérrez
Jayden Guzman

Joshua Guzman-Mesias
Justin Guzman-Mesias

Sarah Gyepes
Henry Hackett

Jack Hagen
Julian Haggart

Abel Hailu
Helio Halperin Ortiz
Honorah Hamilton

Logan Hanvey
Niya Harris

Claire Harrison
Jahz Harvey

Rhea Hawkins
Mateo Haykinson

Lundon Heard
Aaron Heirigs

Ciela Hendrickson
Haeliyah Henry
Khloe Herbach

Abraham Hernandez
Joshua Hernandez
Marco Hernandez

You can support our efforts here:Follow us on Instagram and Facebook:  @cepssm

cepssm.org

Community for Excellent 
Public Schools (CEPS) 
Congratulates all the graduates and wishes them all the best 
for the next steps in their lives! Your futures look bright with 
a quality education from SMMUSD behind you.

CEPS
Is dedicated to the preservation and betterment of public schools in the Santa 
Monica-Malibu School District. For two decades CEPS has successfully 
campaigned for increased local funding, generating over $40 million annually in 
extra operational revenues for SMMUSD. We have also advocated for bond 
measures to build the facilities required for 21st century instructional needs.
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Ilene Hernandez Gomez
Daniel Hernandez Palma

Fernando Hernandez Sernas
Jameson Hightower

Emerson Hill
Samir Hirji-Johnson

Audrey Howard
Shane Howard
Xinhe Huang
Asha Hudson
Luke Huizar

Callista Hurwitz
Lily Hynding

Benjamin Indursky
Luca Infantolino

Marco Iusco
Maya Jarmakani

Keira Jenkins
Dylan Jericiau

Enaya Samir Jetha
Esteban Jimenez Mendoza

Breyon Johnson
Roderick Johnson

Sydney Jones
Parisa Joseph
Adele Jouffret
Jared Juarez

Nicholas Juarez
Dominykas Kajota

Lindsay Kaplan
Pedro Kappaz Davalos

Shelby Katzen
Edie Kaufmann

Cooper Keeves
Shayl Khatod
Iris Mary Kim

Nahom Kinfegebriel
Porter Kingscote
Fiona Kinigstein

Brandon Kirbyson
Elleri Klein
Carly Knauf

William Komlos
Isabelle Kotler
Erini Kreakous

Dashiell Krepela
Sia Kresch

Ravi Kriegel
Sakura Krohn
Antoni Kubiak

Rana Kurt
Michael Kuzma

Lyra La Flam
Alice Jane Lambert

Tristan Lambert
Andrew Lau

Valentino Lavin-Diez
An Le-Nguyen

Jaxon Lee
Rodney Lee II
Jasper Leigh

Steven Lenkin
Koi Lerner

London Leslie
Sophia Levi
Jake Levin

BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404    ●   (310) 450-6556 
bourgetbros.com 

Builder’s Supply 

Since 1947, your local source for a complete 
      selection of Plumbing Supplies, Hardware         

Supplies and Building Materials. 
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Oliver Levine
Tessa Levine
Kobi Lewis

Simon Liberman-Slionski
Sahana Lindsey

Sydney Lippman
Francesca LoGreco
Christopher Lomeli
Emmanuel Lopez

Daphne Lopez-Herrera
Eden Lopez Santiago

Sara Lord
Leonardo Lucente

Evie Luna
Sophia Luneva
Pasha Luongo

Russell Ma
Jonathon Madrid
Kian Mahmoudi

Pierce Malayil
Alex Maldonado

Khaelan Manuel-Zeitlin
Katherine Markos
Gabriela Martin
Diego Martinez

Ely Martinez
Jasmine Martinez

Margaret Martinez
Neri Martinez Lazaro

Eddie Martinez Mateos
Clara Mastrippolito

Kyle Matsui
Lunna Matta

WHERE MUSIC
LIVES

Strings, Stories & Sound

Legendary guitars, live performances, and decades 
of music culture in the heart of Santa Monica.

3101 Pico Blvd, Santa Monica,
CA 90405

mccabes.com | 310.828.4497
910 Broadway, Ste 102.
Santa Monica

Treat yourself to expert manicures, 
pedicures, gel services, nail art, and 
spa-quality care in a modern, 
welcoming space.

Whether you’re getting ready for a 
special occasion or simply taking time 
for yourself, My Nail Bar delivers 
beautiful results with every visit.

POLISHED TO PERFECTION

BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY

@mynailbarsMy Nail Bar
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Jackson Mayeda

Richard Maytorena
Otto McAfee

Harper McCallum
Jordan McCoy

Kassandra McCreary
Aaliyah McGee

Christopher McGowan
Jasper McGowan

Giuseppe McGrouther
Sa’Rai Mclaurin

Samantha Medina
Isaac Mercado

Lexxie Merino-Orellana
Brooke Merriam

Brooke Meshekow
Priya Mevasse
Ryan Meyer

Gelila Mihret
Deacon Miller

Manuela Miller-Vergara
Charles Mitchell

Alison Mitrovith Garcia
Cedric Jeanne Mogol

Nicholas Molina
Timofey Moncher
Daniela Monroy

Morgan Moosbrugger
Michael Morales

Nichole Morales-Alaba
Orlando Morales Martinez

Luca Morena

Anthony Moya
Alexander Mukherjee

Jonathan Munoz-Camacho
Conner Myers

Luiza Nagase Machado
Kaveh Naini

Eugene Naruse
Frida Narvaez

Temuujin Nasankhuu
Trustyn Neal

Briana Negrete
Jackson Nelson
Mikai Nelson
Amir Nesher

Roman Nicodemus
Tyler Norland

Nalani Olivares
Jaime Olivarez
Diego Olivera
Marley Olmos

Olivia Olvera-Sumano
Gavin Ongsoi

Rachel Orsolini
Isaac Ortiz

Kalea Oshidari
Daniel Ostrovsky
Layla Oumanchar

Christopher Owens
Christian Oxman

Taj Oyenoki
Isabella Padilla
MaiLeia Padilla

Sofia Padilla Engler
Tobin Palmer

Gabriela Paniagua
Chiara Panozzo-Solanot

Lanikai Parker
Noah Parker
Hopi Paulsen

Hope Paz
Clara Percus
Conner Perry
Dean Phelan

Shanti Phillips
Seito Phipps

Khaliya Piredina
Alexa Pirrone
Sara Polster

William Powell
Alejandro Poza-Poza
Samantha Prampin

Rani Prasad
Yaretzi Presa

Maximiliano Prieto
Noah Pust

Kylie Pytlarz
Cameron Quon

Leonardo Raiher
Govind Raman

Catalina Ramirez
Emma Ramirez
John Ramirez

Giovani Ramos Serrano
Maansi Rao

w
w

w
.d

sk
ar
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om

design@dskarch.com  
310.254.2263

Congratulations
to all of the

 
2026 Graduates!
Best wishes for a bright future!

distinguished

Dr. Ali Mogharei

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR SMILE 
Dental Care is most 
focused in helping you 
discover your most 
beautiful smile as quickly 
as possible. Get your best 
looking smile now!

(310) 829-2224
2222 Santa Monica Blvd #400,
Santa Monica, CA 90404

Santamonicatoothdr.com
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class
Danielle Rexicker

Thomas Reyes
Estella Reynolds

Giovanni Reynoso
Jesse Riche

Meena Riesen
Jack Rizzo

Micah Roback
Damian Robles

Laz Rocha
Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez

Audrey Rogers
Bodhi Rojas

Anthony Rome
Carolina Romero

Azul Roque Medina
Phoebe Rosenfeld

Anna Ross
Cameron Rowe
Georgia Rowe
Dylan Ruan

Nery Ruiz Antonio
Arwen Ruvolo

Aidan Ryan
Nyla Ryf

Jonathan Saenz
Marko Said

Arata Sakamoto
Giovanni Salas
Kenzie Salazar

Melanie Salazar
Victor Salazar Graciano

Jessica Salcedo

Eliana Salem
Enoc Sanchez

Nicole Sanchez
Chloe Sanders

Yahir Santiago Ruiz
Anika Sarvey
Liam Sauer

Jordyn Scannell
Nathan Schlepp

Mark Schneeman
Jaxon Scholz

Rebecca Scholze
Elliott Schuh

Fiona Schweig
Claire Schweighofer

Broden Scissors
Matti Scott

Payton Seals-McClellan
Alexander Sebastian
Leonardo Seccuro

Andrew Seizer
Cady Senior

Estrella Sernas
Sade Session
Soul Session

Brighton Sewell
Ethan Shah

Arthemen Shakibaeian
Kamerin Shakir
Lyam Shapouri

Langston-Marley Shelton
Marina Shickler
Luke Shimahara

Serena Shiri
Judisma Siddhi

Emmanuelle Simon
Carla Sinecka Rodes

Pawel Skrzecz
Nina Slavonia

Emiliano Slesaransky
Dionna Sloan
Jaiden Smith
James Smith

Malachi Smith
Milo Smith
Mia Solano

Lorena Soliman
Elia Song

Kamila Soto
Emma Stajduhar

Olivia Stephansen
Sawyer Stocker

Ruby Street
Lila Subin

Solen Suchet
Jaiden Sujan
Rohan Sujan

Mohammed Surur
Kloe Taheri

Uliana Tatiievska
Michael Taylor
Spencer Taylor
Alfredo Tejeda
Cristian Tejeda

Soren Thanawalla
Madison Thompson

www.SamohiAlumni.org

Members of the Class of ’26 are entitled to a FREE 
year of membership in  the Samohi Alumni 
Association. Sign up via the website below.
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Santa Monica High School 2026 Graduating Class

Gather, sip, and savor bold Mexican 
flavors at Lula Cocina Mexicana.

Authentic Mexican 
Flavor Awaits

2720 Main St. Santa Monica  |  (310) 392-5711

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 
SANTA MONICA

129 Years of Christian Healing 
in Santa Monica

Congrats Class of 2026!

First Church of Christ, Scientist 505 Arizona Ave Santa Monica, CA 90401
@cssantamonica

Titan Thompson
Annabel Thorpe

Sebastian Thorson
Maé Thouvard

Onieli Thruston
Matthew Tigrak

Madeleine Tinley
Anthony Tirado
Brooklyn Todd
Ricardo Torres

Sebastian Torres
Denzel Torres Chavez

De Zion Townsend
Skye Traill

Silas Tropea-Lester
Alina Troyanker
Rosalie Tsirlin

James Tuffs
Sara Valecillos

Bernard Van Bilderbeek
Isabella Van Bilderbeek

Blake Van Cott
Kaden Vannoy
Simon Vasquez

Reese Vasquez Foley
Trueno Vellos

Genesis Villanueva Altan
Santiago Vitturi
Emilia Wachtel
Justin Wagner
Hope Wang
Kyle Wang

Kevin Watanabe
Jack Waterstone

Milo Watt
Kainoa Waxman
Emily Wessling

Makena Weybright
Annabelle Whaley

Lucas White
Orly Wilkinson
Aaron Williams
Odin Williams

Archie Windsor
Aron Wondwossen

Connor Wong
Jalen Woo

Victoria Wooten
Noah Worku
Naomi Xia
Skyler Yang
Kayla Yee

Stephen Yoon
Corinne Yu

Sohrab Zarin
Tehmina Zarin
Tasneem Zeki

Macy Zelenovic
Marko Zelenovic

Martin Zhelyazkov
Amir Ziyash
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SMDP Photos
2026: Samohi’s Graduation Ceremony, held on June 10, provided a final moment of recognition 
for the class of 2026.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2026
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SAMOHI 
PERFORMING ARTS

SAMOHI  
VISUAL ARTS

Samohi performing arts 
were simply sensational 
this school year, with 
sweeping successes 
across the board. There 

were a total of four Samohi theater 
events this year: the fall play “The 
Play That Goes Wrong,” the spring 
musical “Hello, Dolly!,” the first 
spring play, “Wolves,” and Public 
Domain.

The first play of the year, “The Play 
That Goes Wrong,” was a particularly 
challenging opportunity for Samohi 
theater students as they were tasked 
with acting as if they were acting in 
a fictional play, balancing being both 
their character’s person as well as 
their character’s role. Samohi senior, 
four-year theater student and theater 
president Tegan Blaine commented 
on her experience playing Chris 
Bean/the “inspector” in the fictitious 
performance.

“’The Play That Goes Wrong’ was 
kind of a unique experience because 
it’s a play (that goes wrong) within a 
play. Having to play two characters 
made preparation more difficult than 
past roles but still super fun,” Blaine 
said. “For that play specifically, I had 
to work on my director character 
and then also on how that character 
would play the investigator. To do this 
I really just analyze all of their lines 
and the stage directions that apply 
to them so I can understand their 
motivation, attitude, personality, etc.”

Furthermore, “Wolves” was the 
first-ever spring play — not musical 
— put on by Samohi. This was 
an especially unique endeavor for 
the theater program as it cast an 
11-person, all-woman cast, opting 
for a much smaller number of student 

participants than typical. There was 
also a fairly small technical crew 
due to the intimate cast size, leading 
the overall environment to be quite 
tight-knit for the girls involved.

“I also did a play called ‘The 
Wolves’ this year, it was super fun 
and allowed me to get super close 
with everyone working on that play,” 
Blaine said. “We also really focused 
on character work for that play since 
it’s about a soccer team and there’s 
not a lot of blocking other than doing 
soccer drills and warm-ups. So a lot 
of rehearsals we were just having 
conversations or doing activities in 
character that weren’t necessarily in 
the play.”

Additionally, in April, several 
students in the Samohi theater 
program participated in the annual 
Drama Teachers Association of 
Southern California (DTASC) 
competition at El Camino Real 
Charter High School. The junior 
varsity team won every category they 
performed in, and the varsity group 
placed second for a performance of 
a “Midsommar” scene, third for a 
reenactment of Shakespeare’s “King 
Lear” and fifth for a scene from 
“What to Do With Nothing.” The 
spring musical was recognized as 
well, with its costume design and 
live orchestra earning nominations 
for the Jerry Herman Awards, a Los 
Angeles-based competition that 
celebrates excellence in high school 
musical theater.

Overall, this year was very 
constructive for the theater program 
as a whole and allowed students to 
thrive and expand the program to 
new lengths.

Visual arts across the 
board thrived this year, 
with the up-to-date 
facilities of Exploration 
still making a significant 

improvement in the day-to-day 
quality of the classrooms. There were 
a total of three art shows that visual 
art programs hosted this year: the Día 
de los Muertos exhibition to kick off 
the first semester, a district art show 
that featured both middle school and 
high school art in spring, and the 
Senior Art Show to commemorate the 
graduating creatives.

Classes like Advanced Placement 
Art took on long-term art projects 
that enabled students to reimagine 
traditional art styles and look through 
the lens of potentially unknown 
cultures. Both AP Art periods this 
year were tasked with a Mongolian 
Buddhist project, which asked 
students to create a large-scale piece 
of California scenery inspired by 
traditional Mongolian art techniques, 
which often included multiple 
patterns and an emphasis on animals 
and plants. AP Art teacher Amy Bouse 
describes the project and the thought 
behind it.

“Mongolia is 3.9 times the size of 

California, and it has a population of 
Los Angeles, so it’s one of the most 
sparsely populated areas in the world, 
so the landscape is extra exceptional. 
In terms of making up an assignment, 
I wanted to use Mongolian art as the 
inspiration.”

Bouse was able to travel to 
several cities in Mongolia with 
the UC Berkeley Tang Center for 
Silk Road Studies, giving students 
the opportunity to have a teacher 
with a further, more well-rounded 
background in the subject.

“They have a very different system 
there than we do, especially being in 
a large city. LA has a lot of museums, 
Mongolia has less, so I did some 
research on how it’s been depicted 
and showed my students that. We 
talked about what things they have 

in common, what the Mongolian 
work has in common, and picked a 
few things to focus on for a project 
that honors California using the 
Mongolian Buddhist style,” Bouse 
said.

The ceramics program was also 
particularly successful this year, with 
an AP 3-D Art course at Samo getting 
approved, which will be available for 
students who have taken ceramics, 
starting in the 2026-27 school year. 
Typically, the first few weeks start 
with exploring 2D art mediums like 
watercolor, and students transition 
into traditional ceramics leading up to 
the Día de los Muertos art exhibition. 
This year, they experimented with 
new techniques like cobalt oxide — 
blue stains often used on porcelain 
clay. They also did projects inspired 
by the Harlem Renaissance and put a 
large emphasis on researching African 
American potters and incorporating 
those techniques into their own 
pieces. Senior Veronika Brandt talks 
about her love for ceramics and how 
the teachers consistently encouraged 
her.

“In junior year I started taking 
ceramics; I have always loved hands-
on work and art but never felt I was 

confident and good at drawing off 
the top of my head, so being able to 
mold clay into any object is the best 
part,” Brandt said. “Another aspect 
has been seeing our ceramics teachers 
at school being so helpful and eager 
to teach so many kids about the arts. 
[They] give me great confidence that, 
if I ever become a ceramics teacher, 
I can channel them to inspire kids 
to let their minds have a break from 
academics and work on something 
that gives such a lasting impact.”

The close-knit communities, 
increased access to helpful materials 
and creatively motivating educators 
were just some of the many elements 
that allowed Samohi visual arts to 
flourish throughout the year.

YEAR IN REVIEW: 
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Classifieds

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 2219A Main St Santa Monica, CA 90405

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
 or email legal@smdp.com

DBA DBA Name Change

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File 
No. 2026040770. The following person(s) is (are) 
doing business as: BREAKTHROUGH THERAPY, 
11482 MOORPARK ST UNIT 08, STUDIO CITY, 
CA 91602, County of Los Angeles. Registered 
Owner(s): IAN TURLEY, 11482 MOORPARK ST 
UNIT 08, STUDIO CITY, CA 91602. This business 
is conducted by: an Individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed above 
on N/A. I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and Professions 
Code that the registrant knows to be false is 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)). /s/ 
IAN TURLEY, OWNER. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County 
on 2/23/2026. NOTICE: This Fictitious Name 
Statement expires five years from the date it 
was filed in the office of the County Clerk. A 
new Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed before that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or Common Law (See Section 14411 et 
seq., Business and Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS Publish: 05/22/2026, 
05/29/2026, 06/05/2026, 06/12/2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File 
No. 2026086251. The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: USHA’S KITCHEN, 
COPPER & CARDAMOM, RICE & SPICE, 
SHREEMAN’S TABLE, SPICE & RICE, 12516 
206TH STREET, LAKEWOOD, CA 90715, 
County of Los Angeles. Registered Owner(s): 
USHA’S KITCHEN LLC, 12516 206TH STREET, 
LAKEWOOD, CA 90715. This business is 
conducted by: a Limited Liability Company. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on N/A. I declare that 
all information in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of the Business and Professions Code that 
the registrant knows to be false is guilty of 
a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)). /s/ 
USHA NATARAJAN, PRESIDENT. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles 
County on 04/20/2026. NOTICE: This Fictitious 
Name Statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before that time. 
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY 
PRESS Publish: 06/05/2026, 06/12/2026, 
06/19/2026, 06/26/2026

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME Case No. 26SMCP00235. Superior 
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, 
Santa Monica Courthouse, 1725 Main Street, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401. Petition of Heaven 
Dampier and Jarelle Lesean Timothy Dampier for 
Change of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner Heaven Dampier and Jarelle Lesean 
Timothy Dampier filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as follows: Ronin 
El Dampier to Ronin El Taeyang Dampier. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should not be 
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date:6/26/26, 
Time: 8:30am, Dept: K. The address of the court 
is same as noted above. A copy of this Order 
to Show Cause shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition in the 
following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: SANTA MONICA DAILY 
PRESS. Date: 5/15/26,  Judge name: Lawrence 
H. Cho, Judge of the Superior Court. SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS Publish: 05/22/2026, 
05/29/2026, 06/05/2026, 06/12/2026

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME 
Case No. 26SMCP00263 LOS ANGELES. Superior 
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, Santa 
Monica Courthouse, 1725 Main Street, Santa 
Monica, CA 90401. Petition of Amaya Ashlock 
Lopez for Change of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner Amaya Ashlock Lopez filed 
a petition with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows: Amaya Ashlock Lopez to 
Amaya Sierra Lopez. THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. NOTICE OF 
HEARING: Date: [hearing_date], Time: [hearing_
time], Dept: [department]. The address of the 
court is same as noted above. A copy of this 
Order to Show Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four successive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: Canyon Newspaper. 
Date: [order_date]. [judge_name], Judge of the 
Superior Court. SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS 
Publish: 06/05/2026, 06/12/2026, 06/19/2026, 
06/26/2026

NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMEFILE NO. 
2026109493The following person(s) has (have) 
abandoned the use of the fictitious business 
name: BOURGET FLAGSTONE CO., 1838 
COLORADO AVENUE, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404.
The fictitious business name referred to above 
was filed on January 29, 2024, in the County 
of Los Angeles. Original File No. 2024020130.
Full name of Registrant(s): BOURGET BROS. 
BUILDING MATERIALS, INC., 1636 11TH STREET, 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90404.This business was 
conducted by: a Corporation.I declare that all 
information in this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime.)/s/ JOHN BOURGET, CEO BOURGET 
BROS. BUILDING MATERIALS, INC.This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles 
County on 05/18/2026.NOTICE — In accordance 
with subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a fictitious 
business name statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date on which it 
was filed in the office of the county clerk, except, 
as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement pursuant 
to Section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. A new 
fictitious business name statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).Publish: Santa Monica Daily 
Press Pub Dates: May 22, May 29, June 5, June 
12, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No. 2026122370. The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business as: ALPHA 
GROUP CONTRACTING, 28942 HANCOCK 
PKWY, VALENCIA, CA 91355, County of Los 
Angeles. Registered Owner(s): UNLIMITED 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC., 30505 
JASMINE VALLEY DR, CANYON COUNTRY, 
CA 91387. This business is conducted by: a 
Corporation. The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on 06/2026. I 
declare that all information in this statement is 
true and correct. (A registrant who declares as 
true any material matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and Professions Code 
that the registrant knows to be false is guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not 
to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)). /s/ 
DAMON VARGAS, PRESIDENT. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles 
County on 06/04/2026. NOTICE: This Fictitious 
Name Statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before that time. 
The filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY 
PRESS Publish: 06/05/2026, 06/12/2026, 
06/19/2026, 06/26/2026
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SAMO BOYS SOCCER 
CELEBRATES HISTORIC 
SEASON WITH TROPHY 

CEREMONY, PUTTING SOCCER 
BACK ON THE MAP

Samo boys’ soccer finished 
their historic season with 
a 21-4-3 overall record 
and an 8-1 record in 
the Ocean League. This 

culminated in the team winning 
the Division I CIF playoffs against 
Fontana High School on February 
28, marking the program’s third CIF 
title. Coach Chris Sandoval is in his 
fourth year as head coach of the boys’ 
soccer team and he touched on the 
journey the team took to achieve this 
milestone. 

“At the beginning of the season 
during non league games we 
understood that we were going to play 
some tough opponents.” Sandoval 
said. “We needed to discover who we 
are and find out the team’s identity. 
We stuck to it and got some big 
results and that has led us to where 
we are today.”

Nathan Schlepp (‘26) scored 
Samo’s first goal in the 30th minute. 
With five minutes left in the first half, 
Samo got another goal on a volley 
by Joaquin Castro (‘27) to put the 
team up 2-0 heading into halftime. 
Fontana scored to cut the deficit in 
half, but Samo responded with a 
goal of their own by forward Adrian 
Gonzalez (‘26). Shlepp solidified 
the win with a fourth goal, bringing 
Samo its third championship. 

This win Samo qualified for state 
playoffs due to the team making 
it past the semi finals of the CIF 
tournament, where they faced Mater 
Dei in the first round on March 4. 
While the game resulted in a loss, 
it didn’t stain their historic season. 
Deacon Miller (‘26) a varsity captain 
and the national leader in assists gave 
his thoughts on the Mater Dei game. 

“The low for the team I’d say 
was the day after we lost to Mater 
Dei but only because we all realized 
that such a beautiful season had 
to unfortunately come to an end,” 
Deacon Miller (‘26) said. 

On March 18 the boys’ soccer 

team took part in a trophy ceremony 
to celebrate their great season. 
The boys’ soccer team’s last CIF 
championship was in 2008, and since 
then the southern section of CIF has 
gotten even tougher. This year 12 
teams in the southern section of CIF 
were ranked nationally in the top 
100, and in addition Mater Dei was 
ranked number one in the country. 

On top of this season being a 
huge success for the soccer team, 
this season stood out in all of Samo 
sports history. The last Samo team to 
win a CIF championship was boys 
basketball in 2013. This was a step in 
the right direction for Samo’s entire 
sports program, a notion expressed 
at the trophy ceremony. 

The ceremony was attended by all 
Samo sports teams, many students, 
parents, and news sources. The team 
walked out to raucous applause, and 
each player and coach received the 
CIF Division 1 championship medal. 
The captains Matteo Castagna (‘26), 
Miller (‘26), and Will Komlos (‘26) 
gave speeches to commemorate this 
great season. 

“This team was so special because 
of the bond between the players. 
Every single player felt like they 
belonged and was given that level 
of respect. From freshmen to seniors 
we all became true friends and this 
allowed us to grow as a group,” Miller 
(‘26) said.

With the season at its close, 
the team looks towards next year 
and how they can achieve similar 
success. The Samo sports revival 
will hopefully continue next year, as 
Miller gave his parting advice to next 
year’s team and captains. 

“I would say to focus on building 
relationships with each other and 
accept the fact that mistakes are going 
to happen. If you can get these two 
down I’m sure the Vikings will repeat 
as back to back CIF champions,” 
Miller said. 
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TWO SENIOR SAMO 
WRESTLERS REACH 

CIF MASTERS

SAMO RUNNING 
RUNS SAMO 

SPORTS

The Samo wrestling 
season came to an 
end with the team 
finishing with a 2-4-0 
record. Two seniors 

Arata Sakamoto (‘26) and Aaron 
Heirigs (‘26) advanced to the CIF 
masters meet, the third round of 
CIF. Although both wrestlers lost at 
masters, the season was a complete 
success, showcasing two wrestlers 
advancing deep into the CIF playoffs. 
This is a huge accomplishment 
considering that California has over 
26,000 competitors. 

The girls’ tournament was on Feb. 
19 and the boys’ was on Feb. 20. 

Sakamoto’s two wins and two 
losses resulted in her season ending 
at Masters. Sakamoto, who has been 
to the Masters three times, talked 
about her highlights of the season. 

“My favorite part of the post 
season was putting myself out there 
and having fun, while still focusing 
on my next match,” Sakamoto said. 

Although this ended her high 

school career, she had one of the 
most successful careers as a wrestler 
in Samo history, winning the Ocean 
League an unprecedented four times. 

Heirigs, who was much newer to 
wrestling than Sakamoto, achieved 
similar success throughout the 
season, advancing all the way to 
masters in his first year on the team. 

“This was my first legit year 
wrestling and I came in with a tough 
mindset, and would push myself 
every day at practice. The community 
was really strong this year, full of 
freshmen and wrestlers who wanted 
to prove themselves,” Heirigs said. 

What made this season meaningful 
wasn’t just wins or losses or the 
two seniors’ successes, but how the 
wrestlers adapted and grew despite 
wrestling challenging opponents. 

Head coach Jason Mun expressed 
his satisfaction with the team. 

“We doubled our master wins, we 
had more CIF placers, and we placed 
higher at all of our tournaments,” 
Mun said.

CROSS COUNTRY:
The Samo cross country 

team had a successful 
season that culminated in 
Samo winning all divisions 

in the Ocean League finals. 
Senior Crystal Gaitan gave her 

thoughts on the Cross Country 
season as a whole. 

“The cross country season went 
really well. I PRed (personal record) 
every race, and I was the second girl 
on the team for most races. For the 
girls overall, we did really well. We 
got to the CIF finals, and we had a 
strong race,” Gaitan said.

There were many highlights 
throughout the season, such as the 
varsity boys winning their race 
at the world famous Woodbridge 
Classic, the boys’ team running in 
sweepstakes at Mt Sac and a highly 
successful all around meet at the 
infamously challenging Palos Verdes 
course.

“A highlight of the season was 
PV. It was a really, really good race 
despite it being such a hard course, 
and everyone PRed and had a really 
good time, and I could see all the 
girls were really proud of their 
performance,” Gaitan said. 

The cross country season 
began many months prior as most 
runners trained throughout the 
whole summer, which culminated 
in the varsity team heading up to 
Mammoth for a high altitude training 
camp. The top 10 boys and girls both 
experienced a week full of a variety 
of runs, workouts and team bonding. 
These runs were all at an altitude of 
around 8,000 feet which forces your 
body to produce more red blood cells 
to compensate for the lower oxygen, 
ultimately boosting your aerobic 
capacity and endurance when you 
return to sea level. This helped 
prepare runners to work together as 
a team and have a successful season. 

Paul Lupi, who is in his first 
year as the head coach of the cross 
country team, gave his thoughts on 
the team’s growth from the beginning 
of the year to the end. 

“We came in with a team that 
was somewhat dysfunctional, they 
didn’t have direction, we tried to 
immediately put them on the right 
path and build a strong team bond. 
It went from being not a group to 
by the end of the season being a 
really close knit group of kids, with 
everything coming together,” Lupi 
said. 

This team camaraderie was 
shown at the Ocean League finals 
when Samo thoroughly dominated 
the entire meet. The junior varsity 

girls won with a perfect score of 
15 (the lower score the better) and 
finished with the first 17 runners. 
The Varsity girls team ran a near 
perfect race in Ocean league finals 
and won with a team score of 17. 
They were led by seniors Gaitan and 
Marina Shickler who both finished 
in the top six. The boys team ran a 
perfect race, finishing 1-7 and with 
the near impossible score of 15. They 
were led by seniors Leo Lucente, 
Emerson Hill, Jackson Mayeda and 
James Fairies, all of whom finished in 
the top 7. Both teams ran in the first 
round of Division 1 CIF, resulting in 
only the girls’ team advancing to the 
finals of CIF. The girls advanced past 
CIF prelims, finishing third in heat 
three of the Division 1 prelims against 
some of the top competition in the 
country. Although they eventually 
lost in CIF finals, this marked an 
extremely successful season for both 
the girls’ and boys’ cross country 
teams.   

TRACK AND FIELD: 
Samo track and field picked up 

right where the team left off from cross 
country. The team spent the months 
of January, February and March 
preparing their bodies for the later 
parts of the season. This preparation 
included increasing mileage up to 50 
miles per week for varsity runners 
and frequent trips to the weight 
room to improve the strength of 
the runners muscles. The grueling 
preseason and early season set Samo 
up for success in the postseason of 
the long track season.  Samo brought 
a boys Four by mile team to Nike 
Indoor Nationals on March 13, 
which is the most prestigious indoor 
track meet in the country. The team 
finished with a time of 18 minutes 13 
seconds, averaging 4 minutes and 33 
seconds per mile. This broke Samo’s 
school record and showcased Samo’s 
ability to compete with national level 
competition. Samo also brought a 
team to the DMR which comprises 
a relay of four runners where each 
runner runs one of the following: 
1200 meters, 400 meters, 800 meters 
and 1600 meters. Samo also broke 
the school record in this event. 
Lucente, a senior who took part in 
these events, talked about what they 
meant to him. 

“We went to Nike indoor 
Nationals and ran a four by mile, and 
got the school record on that four by 
mile. We also got the school record 
in a DMR. I was a part of both of the 
school records and that was a really 

SEE RUNNING PAGE 31
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Classifieds
CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted 
Travel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 2219A Main St Santa Monica, CA 90405

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
 or email legal@smdp.com

Storage Auction Sale Notice Name Change

Lien Help Wanted

Abandoned Personal Property Auction 
NoticeNotice is hereby given that under 
and pursuant to California Civil Code 
Sections 1983-1991, California Civil Code 
Section 1988, Government Code Section 
6066, and any other applicable California 
statutes, that the items of property listed 
below are believed to be abandoned by 
INCIPIO, LLC, VINCI BRANDS LLC, and 
all other owners, occupants, partners, 
tenants and/or subtenants at address: 
1351 Railroad Street, Corona, CA 92882. 
Items will be sold at a Public Auction 
by George E. Renfro III, to be offered in 
bulk, bulk lots, pallet lots, and individual 
lots at a competitive bid sale through an 
Online Auction.Online bidding will begin 
closing at 9:00 AM on June 23, 24, and 
25, 2026.Preview and inspection will be 
held Thursday, June 18, 2026, from 10:00 
AM to 6:00 PM and Friday, June 19, 2026, 
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM at 1351 Railroad 
Street, Corona, CA 92882.Auction access 
via WWW.MEGAAUCTIONS.NET Items 
to be sold are to include but are not 
limited to:Approximately 2.5 million units 

of commercial inventory and consumer 
products, including inventory and products 
marketed under the Incipio, Incase, and 
Griffin brands, mobile phone cases, tablet 
cases, computer cases, laptopsleeves, 
laptop bags, consumer electronics 
accessories, computers, laptops, tablets, 
servers, networking equipment, monitors, 
televisions, printers, thermal label 
printers, barcode scanners, warehouse 
and material handling equipment, 
conveyors, packaging equipment, pallet 
jacks, utility carts, platform trucks, loading 
ramps, safety ladders, shipping scales, 
packing stations, industrial workbenches, 
lockers, office furniture, shelving, 
warehouse racking, industrial storage 
systems, 3D printers, milling machines, 
laboratory and testing equipment, 
warehouse fixtures, shipping supplies, 
packaging materials, toner, printer parts, 
safety equipment, maintenance supplies, 
bicycles, appliances, first aid equipment, 
display systems, trade show displays, 
various items unsearched.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME Case No. 26SMCP00267. Superior 
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, 
1725 Main Street, Santa Monica 90401. Petition 
of Juanito Maldonado for Change of Name. 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Juanito Maldonado filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as follows: 
Juanito Maldonado to John Maldonado. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested 
in this matter appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: 
07/24/2026, Time: 8:30a, Dept: K. The address 
of the court is same as noted above. A copy of 
this Order to Show Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: SANTA MONICA DAILY 
PRESS. Date: 06/04/2026. LAWRENCE H. CHO, 
Judge of the Superior Court. SANTA MONICA 
DAILY PRESS Publish: 06/12/2026, 06/19/2026, 
06/26/2026, 07/03/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALEPursuant to 
the California Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act, (B&amp;P Code 21700et. seq.), the 
undersignedwill sell at public auction, on June 
23, 2026 personal property including but not 
limited to business equipment, electronics, 
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other 
miscellaneous items located at: A-AMERICAN 
SELF STORAGE Via storageauctions.com @ 
2:00 pm, at 2300 Federal Ave Los Angeles 
CA 90064 (310) 478-2211STORED BY THE 
FOLLOWING PERSONS: Elle Co, Terrence J. 
Brownlee, Bobby Gavin, Sarah Hein, Brittany 
LawsonBrittany Lawson, Christian Pagliarulo, 
Brian Witkowsk, Michelle Harrison. All sales 
are subject to prior cancellation. Terms, 
rules and regulations available at sale. By 
A-American Management Co. Inc. (310) 914-
4022, Bond. #72BSBBU5400

CMG Worldwide, Inc. (Beverly Hills, CA 90212) 
seeks f/t Counsel, Business &amp; Legal 
Affairs to manage legal and business matters 
involving intellectual property, licensing, 
enforcement, and personality representation. 
Salary: $115,690.00 per year. REQ’s: Must 
be admitted to the State Bar of California 
and hold a minimum of a Juris Doctor (JD) 
or Master of Laws (LLM) from an accredited 
School of Law in the United States, plus 
3 years of professional experience in 
transactional entertainment law, with 
demonstrated knowledge of intellectual 
property, copyright and entertainment 
law. For full job description and to apply, 
please go to: https://www.cmgworldwide.
com/ https://www.cmgworldwide.com/
employment/Beverly Hills Openings
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AN OLD TREND 
FINDS A NEW 

AUDIENCE

Hacky sack took 
Samo by storm 
at the end of the 
school year. The 
Innovation quad 

of Samo is consistently filled with 
circles of five, 10 or 15 students 
playing hacky sack during breaks 
or rather than being in class. Rowan 
Booher, a sophomore at Samo 
highlighted the unique appeals of 
the game.

“What I love about playing hacky 
sack is that it gives students a chance 
to bond with each other without just 
sitting on their phones,” Booher said. 

The sport was invented in 
the early 1980s and was popular 
throughout the 1990s in colleges and 
high school. It has recently exploded 
in popularity throughout college 
campuses and high schools originally 
on the east coast, but quickly spread 
to California. In the past year there 
has been a 5000% search spike for 
hacky sacks online. 

Josh Besser, a senior at Samo who 
plays hacky sacks talked about how 
he started playing. 

“I’ve known about hacky sacks for 
a while, but I started playing for real 
this year. Hacky sacks have become 
way more popular, probably because 
it’s become extremely popular on 
social media,” Besser said. 

As the popularity has increased, 
new brands have emerged along 
with original brands from the 1980s 
remaining popular. The Wham-O 
sack which is the original hacky 
sack from the 1980s has remained 
as popular as ever due to its good 
touch and brand name. One new 
hacky sack that has emerged has 
been the viral Adidas World Cup 
2026 hacky sack. It is made of 100% 
polyethylene fabric and is a direct 
replica of the official World Cup ball. 

This trend has come to Samo and 
is as popular as ever. The majority 
of players at Samo are seniors who 
use it as a way to socialize with 
friends and be outside. Students are 
ditching their phones during breaks 
to test their skills with a hacky sack. 
Students rally to keep the sack off 
the ground using any body part. 
Additionally some students do skills 
such as stalls, around the world, knee 
and thigh strikes and many other 
tricks. 

Besser gave his thoughts on why 
he likes playing hacky sack.

“I like how it allows me to connect 
with my friends while being active, 
but not too strenuous. I think it’s 
become a way for people who don’t 
usually hang out to connect,” Besser 
said. 
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SENIORS COMPOSE 
NEW SOCIAL 

NETWORK BUILT 
AROUND MUSIC

cool experience,”  Lucente said. 
Another standout performance 

from this meet was senior 
Shenandoah Markos in the 400m 
race. She finished with a time of 
58.30 seconds and placed 15 out of 
54 competitors. 

Samo progressed throughout 
the season under the leadership of 
coaches Lupi, Kathryn Saunders, 
Harley Richards and Richard Rucker. 
The team excelled under these 
coaches and improved throughout 
the season prior to the league finals 
meet.  In a historic sweep, Samo 
dominated the Ocean League by 
winning every single division. The 
F/S boys and girls both won through 
strong overall performances. The 
boys varsity team was led by Lucente 
and Emerson Hill in the mile and 
two mile who placed in the top three 
in both. Additionally, sprinter senior 
Roman Nicodemus placed in the top 
four for both the 100m and 200m 
runs. On the girls’ varsity side, the 
team was led by Markos who won 
the 400m final and placed second 
in the 200m final. The season didn’t 
end at the league finals meet, because 
Samo brought 26 runners to CIF 
prelims and multiple people to CIF 
masters. Samo has a bright future 
as they brought Kingsly Lin (‘27) 
to the California State meet to run 
the 3200m race. He finished with a 
time of 8:59.99 breaking the coveted 
“nine” minute barrier. With his 
senior year still ahead of him, he is 
set up to be one of the most heavily 
watched returning distance runners 
in the state. 

“The biggest standout has to 
be Kingsley Lynn. He ran a PR of 
8:59.99 for 3200 which equates to 
less than sub 430 per mile, which is 

really impressive. He made the state 
meet, and he placed 15th at the state 
meet. I’m really excited to see what 
he does. He’s definitely a D1 caliber 
prospect,” Lucente said. 

Three seniors stand out from 
the rest of the group through their 
leadership and their talent. Although 
there are no captains this year, these 
three runners lead by example and 
continue to inspire their teammates. 
All of these seniors have been on 
the team for four years and their 
contribution to the track program 
is immense.  Leo Lucente, a 1x All 
American who holds a PR of 4:21 in 
the mile, is headed to University of 
Chicago to run Cross Country and 
Track. Shenandoah Markos holds a 
personal best of 57 seconds in the 
400m race and is attending Colgate 
University to run Track. And last but 
not least Crystal Gaitan, who has a 
PR of 18:22 for three miles and has 
been praised by coaches as a great 
leader and face of the team. 

“Crystal has a great and positive 
attitude, even on the worst day 
Crystal shows up and helps build 
this team. There were around 30 
freshman girls on this team this year, 
and she just helped rip them into 
shape, and also just led by example.” 
Lupi said. 

Despite a lot of talent graduating 
this year, coaches believe that this 
team is in great shape to improve and 
become a “running school.”

“It takes a handful of years to 
really get a program going in the 
right direction. I didn’t come to Samo 
where we have one season where we 
do all right, I came here to be one 
of the best programs around and we 
have more than enough talent in this 
campus to do that. I think in two or 
three years people are going to be 
worried about us as one of the better 
programs in the state, “ Lupi said. 

RUNNING
FROM PAGE 29

Two Santa Monica 
High School students, 
senior Jonah Dworkin 
and junior Jonah 
Meyuhas, released a 

social music app in May, attracting 
hundreds of users within weeks of 
its launch. The app, titled “Cue: 
Music Diary with Friends,” features a 
simple interface. Users are prompted 
to post a song of the day using a 
search bar connected to the iTunes 
catalog. Once a user posts their song 
of the day, they gain 
access to a friends 
page, where they can 
scroll through all of 
their friends’ posts 
and leave likes or 
comments.

Dworkin and 
Meyuhas shared the 
app with friends via 
TestFlight on April 
26 with the plan of 
receiving feedback 
and improving 
features before 
releasing it to a larger 
audience. On May 
13, they released 
the app on the App 
Store and have since 
amassed 615 users 
across 16 states and 
eight countries as of 
June 5.

“The inspiration 
behind Cue is trying to bridge the gap 
between experience and expression. 
Music is one of the most natural ways 
to close that gap because it’s personal, 
emotional, and easy for other people 
to connect with. You’d be surprised 
as to how much you can learn about 
someone based on their one song of 
the day,” Dworkin said.

Dworkin and Meyuhas developed 
a unique marketing strategy. Instead 
of traditional promotions such as 
ads, they decided to host a launch 
party for Cue. They promoted the 
Instagram account and informed 
users that in order to enter the party 
they had to have a four-day streak on 
Cue. This grew the app’s user base by 
452% in two weeks. They plan to roll 
the profit from the party back into 
the app.

“Our next step is to launch a high 
school ambassador program that 
helps us expand school by school 
in the L.A. community. Instead of 

relying solely on social media, we 
plan to identify students at different 
schools that can introduce Cue to 
their classmates, friends and family. 
It’s a more personal and scalable 
way to grow because the adoption is 
organic. Once that’s up and running, 
we plan to do the same for college 
campuses,” Meyuhas said.

Initially, the app’s early users were 
mostly friends and classmates, but 
it has grown significantly since its 
release. Rocco Shahriary, a Santa 

Monica High School 
student and Cue user, 
shares what he finds 
enjoyable about the 
app and what has led 
him to recommend it 
to others.

“I think Cue 
is great because 
it connects users 
and friends by 
highlighting music 
preferences, which 
separates it from any 
other app I know of. 
I’ve told friends and 
family to download 
Cue so that we can 
connect musically,” 
Shahriary said.

The app is free 
and features no 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
However, on May 
20, Dworkin and 

Meyuhas added a revenue-generating 
feature — a customizable poster users 
can order featuring a calendar that 
displays the cover art of each song 
they posted throughout the month. 
According to Meyuhas, this is the first 
of many ideas the two have to expand 
the app.

“Beyond the custom album art, 
we’re thinking about ways Cue can 
help people hold onto the music that 
defined different moments in their 
lives. One idea is a physical Cue 
yearbook, which essentially turns a 
user’s digital memories of the entire 
year into a physical product. We’re 
also excited about the possibility of 
partnering with smaller artists in 
order to help users discover new 
music while also giving those artists 
another platform to reach listeners,” 
Meyuhas said.

Cue: Music Diary with Friends is 
available for download on the App 
Store.
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