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The Class of 2022 has lived through some interesting times. You 
could, if you were so inclined, describe the world around them and 
the challenges it presented in biblical terms. All four horsemen rode 
through their experience at some point but a group steeped in struggle 
doesn't have succumb to it. With their crucible hot and the pressure 
great, they have emerged steel-clad and diamond hard to make their 

mark on the world.  
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ON BEHALF OF OUR ENERGETIC 
VOLUNTEERS AND GENEROUS DONORS

CONGRATULATES OUR WONDERFUL
CLASS OF 2022

Samohi Grad Nite greatly appreciates the community support and generous donations from many parents, 
City of Santa Monica, SMPD, SMDP, Kiwanis, Santa Monica Elks, Santa Monica Malibu CTA and many more.

Behind you, all your memories.

Before you, all of your dreams.

Around you, all who love you.

Within you, all you need.
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Superintendent’s Message to the 
Class of 2022

Dear Samohi, Malibu High School and Olympic 
High School Class of 2022,

Congratulations to the class of 2022!
Graduates of 2022 navigated an uncharted path 

with the most unexpected learning and growth 
experiences none of us ever imagined four years ago. 
Perseverance, adaptability, creativity, resourcefulness, 
time management and resilience are a few of the lessons 
learned, along with the usual coursework required by 
the state of California.

Your accomplishments, both academically and 
socially-emotionally are worthy of celebrating!

Your freshman year was typical, in school, taking 
classes, participating in extracurriculars and athletics, 
hanging out with friends, gatherings with your families, 
traveling, and jobs, for some of you. Your sophomore 
year started out strong, but then in mid-March 2020, 
the world came to a halt with the COVID-19 pandemic 
upon all of us. The remainder of the year and your 
junior year were predominantly online, where we all 
became pros at using Zoom and other remote learning 
platforms.

This was a difficult time for all, youth and adults 
alike. Everything that was familiar to us was in flux and 
constant changes became the norm.

Fortunately, we were one of the first school districts 

in Los Angeles County to return to full in-person 
instruction following spring break of 2021, providing 
for a more traditional end of your junior year, with your 
full senior year in person. This was due to students, staff 
and parents all working together to minimize the spread 
of this contagious virus. We started this school year 
cautiously, but gradually all activities were restored, 
along with traditions, including prom and graduation.

And, you persevered every step of the way. You stayed 
connected in new ways and stuck together to make this 
momentous occasion a joyous one. We know for some 
that it may be challenging and a bit scary to leave your 
comfort zone, however, your family and friends, along 
with your teachers and your communities are cheering 
for your success in your next chapter.

As your superintendent, I am incredibly proud of 
you. I look forward to hearing stories about your future 
endeavors and successes. Whether you are going on 
to Santa Monica College, a four-year university, into a 
certificate program or other postsecondary opportunity, 
we know the Class of 2022 will make a difference in the 
world. We need you to make that difference for the good 
of all.

Stay strong and know that your time at SMMUSD 
has prepared you for a brighter future. We wish you all 
the best in health and success in your future.

Your superintendent,
Dr. Ben Drati
SMMUSD
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Felicidades, Class of 2022! Congratulations! As a proud 
product of our school district (Samohi Class of 1990) it 

inspires me to see your resilience. It inspires me to hear 
your voices calling for justice, equal opportunity and a better 
world! 
You all have the power to shape our collective future in 
ways you can’t even imagine. As I sit in the Greek Theatre 
witnessing your graduation ceremony, I think back to my 
memories of walking the same stage. I never could imagine 
back then serving on our School Board or City Council or 
opening a youth center — much less being a father of two 
boys, one already an incoming junior at Samohi.
There is no way to predict your future, but know that 
with education you expand your ability to make a positive 
difference in our world. For this reason, we celebrate your 
graduation because it represents progress for you, your 
family, our community and our country. Salute to you, Class 
of 2022! 

I’m immensely proud of the Class of 2022 for this huge 
accomplishment. Achieving this milestone in the midst of a 

global pandemic demonstrates your resilience and strength. 
You’re stepping onward with the experience to take on 
whatever challenge comes your way. Congratulations!

As a former Samohi graduate and forever Viking, it 
gives me great pleasure and honor to congratulate the 

Class of 2022! 
You persevered through unprecedented times, missing out 
on two years of your high school experience. Besides your 
academic achievements, the triumphs and disappointments 
and social challenges high school provides, you all gained 
a skill set you will take into this next chapter of life — how 
to pivot. Being able to accept a challenge, think quickly, get 
creative and shift gears, and repeat that over and over will 
carry you through the toughest of times in life. Whether you 
are on to the next phase of education or exploring the world 
or when you are running your own business or making 
policy, being able to pivot in unpredictable circumstances 
will be what keeps you going and growing. I am certain each 
of you is destined for success and greatness in whatever 
path you take! Go experience the world through an open 
mind and heart, be prepared to pivot and know you are 
loved and supported always by your community. Go make 
us all proud, Vikings Class of 2022!  

This weekend, my oldest son graduated from Loyola High 
School and the valedictory address was so profound that 

I wish I could share the entire speech, but if I were to choose 
to quote what impacted me the most to share with Santa 
Monica’s Class of 2022, it is to go into the world and do 
what you love! There is no doubt that many in your class 10 
years from now will be lawyers, engineers, medical students, 
programmers, teachers and working in professions that don’t 
even exist yet and, no doubt, you will be great at those jobs. 
But that is not “who” you will be. “You” will be known for 
being Jason, Maria, Brian, Diego, and that is who and what 
you will be and that is enough. (Quoted from Jared Aimone.)

Congratulations on this great accomplishment! You have 
persevered despite great challenges and now you can 

look forward to even greater opportunities. You are the 
future, so make your voice heard! Whatever lies ahead for 
you, I hope you find fulfillment and joy. To the brave Class of 2022: You did it — but this is 

just the beginning. You persevered despite obstacles 
unimaginable when you began your journey. Your families 
and friends are proud, your schools are proud and your City 
is proud. We all look forward to seeing your next adventures.

As you become Samohi alumni, I want to sincerely 
congratulate you on your milestone accomplishment 

of walking into adulthood through this most tumultuous 
of times. You have repeated the experience of Samohi 
graduates of a century ago as you step forward at the end 
of a worldwide pandemic. You have transcended tragedy 
through hope and the promise of a brighter tomorrow 
as you burst through the virtual Memorial Greek Theatre 
into the world that eagerly awaits you. Yes, despite the 
uncertainty of the past two years, all of you will change our 
world just as fabled Samohi graduates have before. I, too, 
am a graduate, Class of 1971, and President of the Samohi 
Alumni Association. We are incredibly proud of our fellow 
alumni, including two astronauts, a Nobel Prize winner, 
award-winning actors, prominent politicians, heralded 
athletes, beloved local businesspeople, service people, 
and police and fire personnel. Each Viking has contributed 
to making our world brighter. It’s your turn. Look fondly 
upon your years at Samohi as you go forth from the “Queen 
of the setting sun.” Go Vikings!

DAVID WHITELANA NEGRETE

CHRISTINE PARRA

GLEAM DAVIS

SUE HIMMELRICH

PHIL BROCK

OSCAR DE LA TORRE
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I am pleased to share some thoughts with the esteemed Class of 2022.

Having served as Santa Monica’s elected representative in local 

and state government for the past 22 years and as a 40-year resident, I can 

attest to the diversity and greatness of Santa Monica High School and its 

graduates.

The occasion of your graduation from Samohi should be a day of 

celebration and pride, but also one of deep reflection. Your hard work 

and perseverance over the last four years is what allows you to graduate 

triumphantly.

Your high school experience has not been easy. But, years from now, 

I expect that you will marvel about how you weathered the COVID-19 

pandemic and its strange and stressful rules: distance learning, social 

distancing, masking, etc. Each of you, in your own way, rose to challenge 

after challenge, and you deserve recognition as you move forward into 

your next chapter.

As graduates, you are thrust into a world filled with crises that are not 

of your making: from rising gun violence to war, to staggering income 

inequality and a mounting climate crisis. Nevertheless, I am filled with 

hope as never has there been a generation more prepared to confront these 

challenges and restore balance and justice to the world.

Each of your paths forward will be unique. But, every one of you is 

connected by your time as Vikings and a common theme for your future: 

What will you do to better the world you are entering?

Nelson Mandela said, “There is no passion to be found in playing small, 

in settling for a life that is less than the one you are capable of living.”

I challenge each of you to go forth and refuse to settle: Refuse to settle 

for a life that doesn’t inspire you each day; refuse to be ordinary when 

you know you are capable of the extraordinary. These are not easy times 

and you will face obstacles. But, as you step out into the world, remember 

the lessons learned throughout these past four, transformative years and 

be comforted in the knowledge that every obstacle is also an opportunity.

So, celebrate this moment with your friends and loved ones. Amid 

that celebration, take pause and imagine how far you will go as you move 

forward in your journey.

Congratulations, Class of 2022!

Viking Class of 2022, congratulations on such a significant 

achievement! As you are surely aware and so often reminded, 

your Samohi experience was impacted by adversities not seen before. 

Despite the many challenges thrown your way, you found ways to keep 

moving forward and established a community amongst one another to 

lean on. Carry with you the lessons learned through your Samo experience, 

remember your proven resilience in the difficult moments of life, but more 

than anything, remind yourself of the accomplishment you have achieved 

and be as proud of yourselves as we are of you. Thank you, graduates, for 

serving as a symbol of determination for our community. We love you and 

are proud of you. Congratulations!

Assemblymember 
Richard Bloom

State Senator 
Ben Allen

Congratulations Class of 2022
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Grads, you may not have fully wrapped your 
head around the enormous weight of the day 
you walked on that stage in the Greek Theatre 
and received your diploma. Trust us grads from 
previous years – this is one day in your life you 
will always remember vividly!

Your Class of 2022 has a unique position 
in the history of our world, as does every 
graduating class. You are coming of age in a 
colorful, exciting time where changes happen 
at breakneck speed, where seemingly everyone 
knows everything that happens immediately, yet 
there’s always that nagging feeling that there’s 
something you don’t know. That knowledge can 
be deeply frightening, but it doesn’t need to be. 
You will be the captain of your own ship, and you 
will catch the wind and sail through it admirably. 
It’s not all going to be easy, but you know how to 
get through the hard times now. You’ve already 
had plenty of those to overcome.

Just think back to your first days at Samohi, 
who you were then, and who you are now. 
Imagine who you will be in 10 years, 20 years…

at your 50th reunion. There is so much in this 
world to love and change as you begin the rest 
of your life.

As you take your place within the history of 
Samohi, rest assured that you do have the tools 
to navigate the world now, as well as anyone alive 
can navigate it. Think of all the different lives 
your classmates are about to begin. There is so 
much “becoming” that you will all go through 
for the rest of your lives. Embrace it, thrive 
on it, face it, wonder at it, conquer it, seek to 
understand it, and most of all, have fun with it.

Finally, you’ll always have a home at the 
“Queen of the Setting Sun.”  “Go Vikings” and 
“Samohi” will be indelibly embedded within 
your heart and your soul forever.

Access samohialumni.org to sign up for your 
complimentary college membership in our 
alumni association.

— Phil Brock, President, Samohi Alumni 
Association

From the Samohi Alumni Association
Congratulations, Class of 2022

Phil Brock, President, 
Samohi Alumni 
Association
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To the Samohi Class of '22: Congratulations on 
reaching this milestone, and as you leave the the 
confines of Prospect Hill, please remember that your 
education is a journey to whatever destination you 
can imagine. Dare to be great but never be afraid 
to fail spectacularly along the journey toward your 
destination. As you learned from "The Phantom 
Tollbooth": "You often learn more being wrong for the 
right reasons than being right for the wrong reason."

— Jon Kean

What a wonderful week! In such fraught times, 
graduations are special events that bring communities 
together to celebrate our children. These are moments 
where students get to reflect on their school years. 
They get to speak gratitude for their friends, families 
and teachers out loud, share stories of overcoming 
COVID-19 and other challenges, and embrace their 
hopes and dreams for the future. I feel proud of, and 
inspired by, these resilient young people and by the 
educators who have supported them along the way.

— Laurie Lieberman

Congratulations, Samohi Class of 2022!!!!
Well done! I am awed by the amazing resilience 

you have all shown in overcoming the many 
obstacles fate has thrown in your way over the last 
four years! It has been an honor to have been a 
small part of your lives. Very, very best wishes for 
your futures!

Go Vikings!
— Craig Foster

Samohi Class of 2022: Good wishes!
Kudos to your creativity, empathy and 

adaptability during the adventure that was high 
school! It was truly remarkable to see the power and 
confidence expressed in following your hearts and 
inner voices. I am humbled by beautiful moments 
of reflection in witnessing your human centered 
journey. As you take on new challenges moving 
forward, do so with care, manifesting joy, learning 
and great generosity!

— Keith Coleman

GRADUATES,
Congratulations on your Samohi accomplishments!  Now, 

I want you all to look forward on where you plan to be in 10 
years as you prepare for your 10-year reunion in 2032.  When 
you left Samohi, you had many post-secondary options to 
pursue.  What path did you choose?

Some graduated from college, are working and started 
families.  Others chose an educational path to attain 
certifications or degrees and are now working in careers that 
are more IT-based, in the gig economy, possibly not even in 
a traditional 9-to-5 scheduled environment.  Others chose to 
find employment that creates opportunities.  Some of your 
classmates are entrepreneurs and are owners of companies 
launched with friends from high school or college.  Many 
will have found a career that excites and makes you get up 
in the morning!  Many will be leading our communities and 
government in providing answers to many of our societal, 
environmental and global health problems!  

In spring of 2032, you begin to receive communications from 
the 10-Year Reunion Committee asking for information about 
you, your education after Samo, spouses or partners, children 
and personal accomplishments.  But you are also asked to be 
reflective of your years at Samohi.  Were they memorable or 
stressful, fun or boring, and was it a great learning experience?  
Did Samohi meet or exceed your educational, social, athletic, 
creative and personal expectations?

As you reflect, you will remember COVID-19 and its 
effect on you during your high school years.  It was a time 

of isolation from school friends and family but LOVE of 
family, teachers and friends gave you strength throughout the 
closure.  As Samohi gradually reopened, it was the support 
and love of teachers, friends and family who were there for 
you.  Two years of uncertainty, confusion, depression and 
anger was felt worldwide.  As a world, we began to combat 
the virus and quell the pandemic.  Samohi gave you the tools 
to quickly pivot from distance learning and back to in-person 
learning.  You reflect that Samohi was a great learning and 
social-emotional experience.  The camaraderie shared and 
the lifelong friendships developed are priceless.  You received 
a strong educational foundation to build your future dreams, 
which are now in progress.  Most importantly, you realize that 
your resiliency and perseverance contributed to the person 
you are proud to be 10 years after graduation, as you look 
forward with enthusiasm to your 2032 reunion.

I share my simple advice that comes from my mentor, 
Dolores Huerta: 

“Every moment is an organizing opportunity, every person 
a potential activist, every minute a chance to change the 
world...”

Graduates, now is your chance to make this a better world 
for you, your families, friends and generations to follow.  I 
truly look forward to your leadership!

— Ms. Maria Leon-Vazquez, 
SMMUSD Board of Education, President

Looking forward: 10-Year Class Reunion
Class of 2022
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SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dr. Louise Jaffe, Chair; Barry Snell, Vice Chair; Dr. Susan Aminoff; Dr. Nancy Greenstein; Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez;

Rob Rader; Dr. Sion Roy; Ali Shirvani, Student Trustee; Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D., Superintendent/President

Santa Monica College | 1900 Pico Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405 | smc.edu

CONGRATULATIONS
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!

CLASS OF 2022
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Santa Monica High School 
— affectionately known 
to most as Samohi — has 
been home base for tens of 
thousands of Santa Monica 
teens going back more than 
130 years. It’s been a place 
to learn math and science, 
make art, study English and 
history, and enjoy social and 
sporting events since 1891. 

But over the years, campus has changed. 
It moved from 6th Street to 11th Street and, 
finally, to its permanent home on 4th Street 
exactly 110 years ago in 1912. Over the years, 
the present campus has grown and changed. 

The Class of 2022 has experienced some 
of the most extensive campus changes in the 
past half-century, with the opening of the 
Discovery Building this past August. 

The building includes 42 classrooms that 
house adaptable learning spaces, allowing 
teachers to expand their classes beyond the 
walls of their classroom and easily enable 
break-out groups and teamwork. There are 
raised platforms, groups of couches, projectors, 
circular tables and desk spaces in the building’s 
common areas. 

The new building joins the recently-
constructed Innovation Building, which 

opened six years earlier in 2015. 
Aided by stellar facilities, Samohi continued 

its long tradition of high marks in 2022.
Not only are members of the Class of 

2022 going off to high-ranking institutions 
including Cal, Princeton, the University of 
Michigan and MIT — to name but a few — but 
Samohi once again ranked among the top high 
schools in California, coming in at number 
108, according to the U.S. News and World 
Report. That institution also ranked Samohi in 
the top six percent of high schools nationwide, 
at 829.

Another ranking body, Niche, called the 
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District 
the overall best place to teach in LA County 
in 2022. 

“Ranking factors include teacher salaries, 
teacher tenure, teacher absenteeism, student-
teacher ratio, as well as the district's Niche 
grades for overall, administration, safety, and 
resources,” according to Niche. For its part, 
Samohi was ranked the 15th-best public high 
school in the County, according to Niche — 
out of 444 public high schools across the Los 
Angeles area.

At graduation on Wednesday, Samohi’s 
outgoing principal Antonio Shelton gave 
graduating seniors advice: Make connections. 
Be kind.

“Be kind to those that you encounter and 
this kindness will follow you,” Shelton said. 
“Spread[ing] kindness and love is not difficult 
to do. It is something that can easily be shared 
throughout your life.”

Shelton said he would be departing 

Students make a joyous return to campus for 
their Senior year

SEE STUDENTS PAGE 10
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Samohi to take a leadership role in the District, and 
Samohi I House Principal Marae Cruce would step 
up to the principal role beginning in the fall.

The 2021-22 school year signaled a year of not 
only continued academic excellence but also a return 
to normalcy for most Santa Monica students. Classes 
resumed in-person in the fall and, by the springtime, 
mask rules had dropped and large events were back. 

Seniors showed off their stellar fashion sense and 
style at prom earlier this June and crossed the stage 
at graduation just this week, followed by partying all 
night at grad nite.

Athletes competed on the court and in the pool, 
on the field and in the ocean, on the track and in the 
gym. And they found success. 

Boys water polo made it to quarter finals. Girls 
soccer went to CIF playoffs — for their fourth 
year running. The girls wrestling team earned an 
academic team championship for their high overall 
grade point average. Again and again, Vikings athletes 
distinguished themselves on and off the field of play. 

But transitioning, first to remote learning and 
then back into classrooms, was not without its 
challenges. Senior Class President Hanna de la Rosa 
Rosales spoke to her class’ strength and perseverance 
during an address at Wednesday evening’s graduation 
ceremony.

“As we embark on to the next stage in our life, I'd 
like to reflect on the unique high school experience 

that we shared. To begin, our only normal year was 
freshman year,” Rosales said. “This was a confusing 
time but we made it through. Then, as we were 
finally settling in,  our sophomore year was halted 
due to COVID. At first, it seemed like nothing and, 
frankly, I enjoyed not having any finals that year.

“The fun quickly stopped when junior year 
consisted of taking difficult classes virtually, having 
flex times online and tests over Zoom,” she continued. 
“I know I can speak for everyone when I say that it 
was difficult getting up in the morning just to sit and 
stare at a computer screen for eight hours straight 
and then even more hours in the afternoon for 
homework — all of this with no social interaction 
to compensate and a lack of connection within our 
class. Junior year is difficult enough without the 
barriers that we had. 

“And yet, every single one of us was able to finish 
and finally begin our senior year,” Rosales said. 
“While our senior year was filled with uncertainty 
and many restrictions, we were finally able to see 
each other in person and feel a renewed sense of 
normality. At 17 or 18 years old, we face many 
important life decisions and changes. This can be 
very overwhelming, which is why I'd like to express 
that as a member of this graduating class, every 
single student here is beyond resilient. Especially 
to the students of color in this crowd: I salute your 
ability to stand here today, despite the systems that 
are put in place in the country built to restrain us. 
People and systems bet against us, every single day. 
And yet here we are.”

STUDENTS
FROM PAGE 9
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CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
SAMOHI GRADUATION 

CLASS OF 2022!

MEL'S DRIVE-IN IS AN AMERICAN 
CLASSIC SINCE 1947!
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Hi, I’m Emily. I am honored to have the 
privilege of representing the relentless Class of 
2022.

I’d like to thank everyone in attendance tonight and all of those who 
have supported these students along this treacherous journey that we 
like to call school. Another year, finally over yet again. But things are a 
little different this time. We won’t be returning to this campus as high 
school students, but as graduates. Mandatory school is forever behind 
us. We carry our memories of these classrooms with us forever. A lot of 
us won’t see each other anymore, and some of us have made life long 
friends here. We’ve experienced loss of friendship, loved ones, and at 
some points we’ve lost ourselves. We even survived a global pandemic. 
It’s a little difficult to speak on behalf of my peers, as we all have different 
backgrounds and different reasons why we’re here today. For myself, I 
screwed up. I attended Santa Monica High School for three years, and 
while I made new friends and had some great times, I was struggling. 
There was much more than just school on my mind. I couldn’t focus, 
I was constantly questioning life, my passions, and values. I was 
questioning who I was, and if there was anything I was actually looking 
forward to. As all my peers excelled, I was failing most of my classes. I 
isolated myself from even my closest friends. I was embarrassed of my 
character. After time and time again, retaking classes and a never ending 
school year with every summer taken by summer school. Olympic High 
School was my last chance. I was afraid, terrified that I was simply a 
failure. I felt that my life had been already thrown away. Unexpectedly, 
attending Olympic has changed my life. This has been the best year of 
high school I’ve had. From my very first day, I was greeted with a smile. 
No one here has every doubted me or my abilities.

I’d like to thank the entire Olympic staff. None of this would be 
possible if it weren’t for your care and concern for these students. You’ve 
given us a second chance—an opportunity to feel confident in ourselves 
and be proud of our work. You’ve helped us realize what we are capable 
of and have empowered us to strive for only our greatest endeavors. 
Thank you, Mr. Anderson: You’re the first person I see when I arrive at 
school and the last when I leave. Your sense of humor and kindness has a 
significant impact. Thank you, Patty: Your inviting smile every morning 
makes my day immediately so much brighter. Thank you, Maria: We 
appreciate your diligence and your efforts do not go unnoticed. Thank 
you, Mr. Daglis, for valuing your students interests, and for showing 
students our endless opportunities. Thank you, Mr. Arnold: Your 
exceptional connection with students has made the classroom all the 
more enjoyable. Thank you, Ms. Siemer, for your meticulous attention 
to each and every student and their needs and your drive to ensure our 
success. Thank you, Ms. Diane, for your reliability and efforts to assist 
students any time, and for being so pleasant to talk to. And finally, thank 
you, Mr. Fuller. Your humanity towards students and our education is 
unmatched. Your work here at Olympic has been exceptional, I have 
never experienced such a loving group of individuals who have tirelessly 
cared so much for our futures and well being.

But even with endless support, it’s important to remember that 
we are responsible for our own excellence. You have to live with the 
consequences of your choices. Do not sacrifice your decisions for 
someone else’s happiness. Do not sacrifice your dreams and aspirations 
because of uncertainty. It’s too easy to lose yourself. Failure knows no 
bounds. It can happen to anyone at anytime. You can fail at something 
you don’t even like, so you might as well take a chance and just try doing 
what you truly love. Don’t let your dreams only be that. Your reality 
is important. Your life is important. On behalf of these students, I’d 
like to say that we’re honored to have attended Olympic High School. 
Congratulations to the graduating Class of 2022.

— Emily Gomez, 
Class of 2022

Erfan Akhaven Far
Helleney Avila

Quentin Barringer
Esme Rose Bergman Liautaud

Evan Bird-Fremont
Gabriel Botello Santillan

Randy Bridwell
Jesse Cano
Iana Clarke

Benjamin Cohen
Gabriel Botello Santillan

Vonne Elian
Jasmine Garcia
Emily J. Gomez

Jasmine Gonzalez
Esteban M. Gonzalez Lopez

Bella Rose Goodrich

Kian Kemper
Michael Kirkpatrick

Dominic Lupino
Marley Macary-Kollins

Amy Merida
April Ocon

Audrey Gia Robles
Adriana Sanchez

Daniel Santos
Spencer Scott

Aleydis Belen Sernas Sernas
Desmond Smith

Melanie Solorzano Villasenor
Mya Spencer

Journel Taylor
Nicole Torres

Luca Massimo Viotti

Olympic High 
celebrates graduates

OLYMPIC GRADUATES:
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Grad Nite returns to Samohi

Samohi’s beloved Grad Nite, complete with its faux 
cruise ship, returned to the City By the Sea this year.

The annual post-graduation celebration was scuttled due to COVID-19 for the 
past two years, but thanks to the hard work of more than a hundred volunteers, Grad 
Nite set sail again in 2022. 

“It was amazing to see the kids’ faces, and they seemed so happy and that made us 
happy that they were excited to be at the event—to be together again after two years 
of what we’ve all been through,” said volunteer Nicole Faries. 

Grad Nite offers recent graduates a safe space to celebrate their achievements. 
Students enter through the boat façade, receive a “boarding pass” to their destination 
and then partake in casino games, food, dancing, carnival games, and inflatables. 

“We were just really happy to be able to do something really special for the kids 
again; that made us really happy,” said Faries.

It takes several weeks to construct the event with volunteers working long hours 
to put everything together. 

“That façade was redesigned and we had somebody who helped us with that and it 
really still looks like you’re getting onto a cruise ship,” she said. “There were teachers 
who gave up their time after graduation, including coaches who checked kids in, and 
it was so warm and touching to see them come into the area where they get their 
boarding passes and hear an eruption of cheers and congratulations.”

She said a host of sponsors including Smart & Final, SMPD, Elks, Kiwanis, City of 
Santa Monica and Bill Wishart of Running With Speakers helped provide a fantastic 
experience for the 517 students who participated. 

“We want to convey that we’re really happy to have the community come together 
to support Grad Nite,” she said. “And if anyone wants to get involved, they can. They 
just have to reach out.”

For more information, visit www.samohigradnite.org or email samohigradnite@
gmail.com.

We were just really happy to be able to do something really 
special for the kids again; that made us really happy

—Nicole Faries
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Seniors recognized for academic prowess
With consistently high state 

and national rankings, plus a 
long history of exceptional 
college placements, Samohi 
is an academic powerhouse. 
That rang true again this year, 
with students racking up 
accolades across disciplines.

But strong educational programs go beyond 
what can be quantified on tests or summed up 
by the U.S. News and World Report: hands-on 
classroom experiences, extracurriculars that 
enrich classwork and programs that advance 
college readiness. 

To that end, here is just a taste of what 
Samohi has to offer:

This spring, for the 16th year in a row, 
marine biology students had the opportunity to 
dissect squid and then enjoy a squid cookout, 
with teacher Benjamin Kay. This year, the 
dissection/cookout took place in the rooftop 
classroom of the new Discovery Building, 
which opened in the fall. 

“Kinesthetic and visual parts of experiential 
learning opportunities are known to bolster 
student understanding and retention of 
curricular material,” Kay said in a statement 
provided by the school district. “Learning by 

doing is powerful in this sense. Students will 
probably not remember even the best lecture 
I’ve given this year, but they will probably 
recall the slimy mantle, sticky suction cups, 
sharp chitinous beak and the taste and smells 
of surume squid.”

Samohi and Malibu High School students 
preparing to take the leap into college received 
support through the Santa Monica College 
Young Collegians Program. “Inspired by the 
desire to increase the high school-to-college 
matriculation pipeline, the Young Collegians 
Program (YCP) target population is comprised 
mainly of students who have traditionally 
been underrepresented—those who are not 
highly motivated and for whom the cost and 
academic preparation for college is not readily 
available, English language learners, and first-
generation college attendees.” This year, 18 
Young Collegians each earned 14 SMC credits 
while in high school through the partnership. 

“Hard work pays off,” Samohi Principal 
Antonio Shelton said in a social media post 
about the YCP, later adding, “These seniors 
will be doing great things in the future.”

The PLTW — Project Lead The Way — 
engineering class spent senior year developing 
prototypes to solve problems. In May, seniors 
presented their capstone projects and invited 
the school community to experience their 
viable prototype solutions. Students were able 
to create their projects at Samohi’s new interim 
instructional learning lab.

Kinesthetic and 
visual parts of 
experiential 

learning 
opportunities 
are known to 

bolster student 
understanding 
and retention 
of curricular 

material - 
Benjamin Kay
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Samohi makes a splash at 
Ocean Sciences Bowl

In February, five talented 
Samohi science students 
earned top marks at the 
regional Ocean Sciences Bowl 
tournament — called the Los 
Angeles Surf Bowl — hosted 
by NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) at CalTech.

In May, the talented team placed seventh 
in the national tournament, facing teams from 
Massachusetts, Washington, Missouri, New 
York and across California.

The Samohi competitors, representing the 
sophomore, junior and senior classes, were far 
from the first Vikings to earn the honor. In fact, 
the 2022 Los Angeles Surf Bowl win marks 
the seventh consecutive year Santa Monica 
students have taken the top spot.

The team was coached by science teacher 
Ingo Gaida, who has shepherded a total of 
14 first-prize winning teams since he began 
moderating the club 21 years ago.

“I think it’s an outlet for the real sharp kids,” 
Gaida said. He added that his students were 
motivated and “willing to put in the work” to 
win.

Gaida said the students practice after school 
as well as in his a.m. academic competition 
class, which meets early in the morning every 
day. In the lead up to the competition, students 
from the 27-member class play games and 
compete among each other to earn a position 
on the competition team. Gaida said each team 
has students that specialize in one particular 
area, such as ocean biology, geology or physics.

According to Gaida, over the years about 
half of the Samohi students who compete in 
the Ocean Sciences Bowl have gone on to 

pursue careers in science after graduation. 
Recently, a former team captain earned a PhD 
from UCLA in biology. Another student has 
been conducting ocean research in Antarctica.

Last year’s captain is now studying at UC 
San Diego and recently earned an internship 
at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Gaida 
said.

“A lot of them have actually gone on to do 
some really cool stuff,” Gaida said. “I’d say 
about half of them go into something science-
related.

“The other half, completely not,” Gaida 
laughed. “Ethan, for instance, got into Duke. 
He’s going to major in business.”

This year’s team consisted of Captain Sara 
Akiba, a senior; junior Halie Matsui; senior 
Ethan Vazquez Foley; and sophomores Isaac 
Feinberg and Jesse Howard.

A lot of them 
have actually 
gone on to do 

some really 
cool stuff - Ingo 

Gaida
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Sara Akiba

Paix Auslander

Alana Basmajian

Summer Bennett Stein

Deren Berberoglu

Cassidy Chen

Lucas Childs

Christian Daidone

Eve Davidson

Ford Dreifort

Casey Fienberg

Kai Ford

Erkki Forster

Eliana Freedman

Nebiy Giday

Adam Harris

Ethan Hopkins

Kate Javerbaum

Theophile Juteau

Jacob Kim

Lauren Kozmor

Ty Kushi

Ryan Lee

Inez Lynch Alfaro

Caroline Lytz

Sarah Melamed

Isabella Miele-Okada

Jadyn Miyahira

Kayhan Mokhtari

Arman Nazarizadeh

Mallory North

Layna Ogawa

Dominic Palmer

Kai Patel

Kethan Raman

Alexandra Raphling

Lawrence Rhee

Nadiya Sayson

Grace Sencio

Samuel Simmons

Jack Simon

Lucas Taylor

Jason Telanoff

Colton Thompson

Miles Tobel

Catherine Todd*

Sarah Wenger

Harrison Williams

Daniella Zhou

*Valedictorian

Valedictorian Candidates
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Graduation 2022
Samohi celebrated Graduation with a formal ceremony on June 8. 

The event was a chance for the Class of 2022 to be given their fond farewell.
Photos by Emily Sawicki
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A year of triumph for Viking athletes
Samohi student athletes from all 

disciplines found terrific success 
competing this school year.

Boys golfer Jaxson Tagawa was named Bay League 
champion this spring. The graduating senior heads to 
Texas Southern University to continue competition this 
fall.

Girls beach volleyball played its inaugural season 
of CIF competition this year, the newest varsity sport 
offered to Samohi athletes.

Girls lacrosse was named Co-Ocean League 
Champions and went on to compete in the first round of 
the CIF playoffs; the boys team competed in the second 
round of the CIF playoffs.

A quartet of sprinters set a new school record in 
the 4x1600 relay, knocking 36 seconds off the previous 
record, set in 2017: seniors Kim Hensen and Stephanie 
Garcia, with freshmen Cleo Topp and Phoebe Benun. 
Track athlete Gus Reyman made CIF finals. 

This winter, both the boys and girls basketball teams 
excelled; the boys were named Bay League Champions 
and made it to the second round of the division 2A CIF 
playoffs, while the girls made the CIF playoff semifinals 
and the California State Regionals for division 2AA, with 
an overall record of 20-7.

In the fall, boys water polo made it to the division 3 
quarterfinals in the CIF playoffs.

Both the boys and girls soccer teams made CIF 
division 2 playoffs this fall.

Similarly, members of both the boys and girls wrestling 

teams earned spots in postseason play – Daniel Jensen, 
Maia Baker and Tara Sakamoto competed at both the 
masters and state meet.

Girls water polo also made it to CIF playoffs this 
winter.

Vikings softball made it to the CIF quarterfinals.
Of particular note this spring was the Vikings swim 

team, which swam (metaphorical) laps around the 
competition. A whole squad of Vikings participated in 
CIF section finals, including seniors Anallese Hanson, 
Sebastian Munguia-Mullins and Brandon Wu. Two 
swimmers, Daniela Petran and Kyle Kim, set new Samohi 
records in the 200 meter individual medley and 50 meter 
free, respectively. 
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Samohi seniors surf to historic victories

The Samohi surf team does not have an easy ride. 
They train on consistently poorer waves than their 
rival teams in Manhattan Beach or Palos Verdes and 
they draw from a much smaller talent pool of surfers 
due to the comparatively weak surf culture in Santa 
Monica. They are also disadvantaged by their status as 
a club and not an official team and lack advantages like 
excused competition absences or practices scheduled 
during school periods. 

Yet despite all these challenges, this year’s team smashed expectations. Led by their 
coach Marion Clark and graduating senior Co-Captains Beau Werger and Ethan Foley, 
the Samohi surfers claimed impressive victories over longtime powerhouse teams.

Foley won first place in the juniors category of the entire South Bay Boardriders 

Series, while Werger won the prestigious Waterman of the Year Award. Both senior 
co-captains competed in the South Bay Scholastic Surf Association’s All Stars with 
Foley coming in second in the shortboard competition and Werger winning the 
longboard competition. In addition, senior teammate Zachary Mitchell was recognized 
as the hardest working surfer in the series and won the Dedication Award.

“We overall had a lot of awards, which is kind of unheard of for Santa Monica—like 
we’ve never had a Waterman of the Year, never had someone win the overall, so I was 
just super proud of the seniors for setting a good precedent for the future members of 
our team,” said Foley. 

Foley and Werger also highlighted the contributions of senior surfers Lucas Childs 
and Declan Smith, whose efforts were integral to competition victories. They said 
that Childs is always out there ripping and trying his hardest at all competitions and 
Smith, who joined the team in 10th grade, has shown incredible improvement and 
significantly contributed to the team’s overall scores.  

“Our grade really stuck together and we have stuck together for a long time. Ethan 
and I have surfed pretty much every day for the last six years and I think we push each 
other a lot and I would say that’s the same with a lot of our seniors,” said Werger. “This 
year, we made it a goal to help out the younger people on the surf team, and take them 
surfing, and make sure they’re really into it so that when we leave they can still keep 
winning.”
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We overall had a lot of 
awards, which is kind 
of unheard of for Santa 
Monica—like we’ve never 
had a Waterman of the Year, 
never had someone win the 
overall, so I was just super 
proud of the seniors for 
setting a good precedent for 
the future members of our 
team - Ethan Foley

Photos by Steve Gaffney
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Soccer playing seniors ready 
for international competition

Graduating senior Samuel Lena is nothing 

if not well-rounded — a skilled trumpet 
player in the Samohi Band, he spent the last 
two fall sports seasons competing on the 
boys varsity soccer team (making it to the 
2021 CIF finals), while also earning high 
enough academic marks to be admitted 
to the Cal Poly Pomona Kellogg Honors 
College come fall. 

On top of everything else, the young Santa Monican is getting ready 
to take his skills as a forward for the Samohi Vikings and use them on 
the international stage at the upcoming Maccabi Games in Israel. 

Lena called the competition “kind of the Jewish Olympics” — it 
features Jewish competitors from dozens of nations in a wide array of 
athletic competitions including, of course, soccer. 

“I’m very proud to be able to participate, and the fact that I was 
selected … It’s crazy, in my opinion, that I can say I’m, like, one of the 
top Jewish athletes in the entire country, for my age,” Lena said. “To 
represent Santa Monica is a very big deal, and I hope I’ll live up to 
everyone’s expectations.”

Lena’s soccer career — which began around the age of three — will 
not end with the Maccabi Games. He signed on to compete on the Cal 
Poly men’s soccer team as a winger. In college, he plans to pursue a 
career in civil engineering.

“Playing a sport and doing school teaches you discipline and time 
management like crazy,” Lena said. He added: “It gives you preparation 
for the future, so that when you’re dealt a bad card, you know how to 
face it. You know how to pick yourself back up, because you’ve already 
dealt with so many things like that … it teaches you lessons of how to 
care for yourself.”

Will Barker will pursue professional dream in Madrid
Weeks after crossing the stage at Samohi, Will Barker will be lifting 

off on a flight to Spain, en route to what he hopes will become a 
professional soccer career. Barker, who has been playing soccer since 
age five, will be playing soccer for Sporting Club Madrid in La Liga, 
the Spanish football league, while also attending classes at St Louis 
University in Madrid.

When it comes to balancing academics, a social life and the game, 
Barker said it would be no issue.

"I just want to play as much as I can," Barker said. "I'll find time to 
study and to socialize, but if I'm playing soccer every day, I'll be happy 
no matter how busy I am."

Barker, who was born in London but raised in Santa Monica, said 
he feels prepared to transition from high school life into Spain, and isn't 
fazed by his lack of Spanish language skills.

"I'm just excited to dive into a new city," Barker said, adding he has so 
far visited 25 countries and feels connected to Europe. 

For now, Barker has signed a one-year contract, but has set his goals 
much higher.

When asked if he was hoping to go pro, his answer was conclusive: 
"Definitely."

I’m very proud 
to be able to 
participate, and 
the fact that I 
was selected … 
It’s crazy, in my 
opinion, that I 
can say I’m, like, 
one of the top 
Jewish athletes 
in the entire 
country, for my 
age — Samuel 
Lena
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Paid for by Santa Monica Firefighters Association PAC ID: 903126

The Santa Monica Firefighters Local 1109
want to congratulate the

on a job well done.

From challenging times
emerge emboldened leaders.

Samohi
Class of 2022
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Zander Ayman Abid

Akram  Aboussena

Angel Francisco Acevedo Gonzalez

David Cipriano Acosta

Ameli Vera Adams

Alexander  Aguayo

Vicente  Aguayo

Ronen  Ahdoot

Sila  Akcora

Sara  Akiba

Matthew James Alas

Jasmin  Aldana 

Madison Isabelle Alexander

Alani Kamori Allen

Elexus Mya Allen

Oscar Marcial Alvarado Suazo

Erianthe  Alvarez-Zakson

Marcela  Alvizo

Solaris  Amini

Vivian Cutler Anderson

Nicholas Jasper Andrews

Michael James Anselmo

Alexander Rroberto Arias

Leo R. Arney

Natalie Ann Arnou 

Lea Olivia Arnoult

Araceli Guadalupe Alanis Aronin

Esther  Arroyo

Gabriella Rae Asad

Aurelia Nadia Kamakanananiokalani 

Aubrey

Paix Julian Auslander

Adiani Valerie Ayala

Samira Betul  Ayrik

Belane Almaw Azage

Sayhan  Azam

Beksultan  Azykbekov

Leela Zara Babakhyi

Leah Marisa Bachman

Omar Mohamed Taher Badr

Lucas Jay Badt

Requelle Elyse Bailey-Johnson

Max Edward Baker

Persephone Clara Ballatore

Cecilia  Barikhan

Marie Nicole  Barikhan

William John Barker

William Andrew Barndollar

Gabrielle Rosa-Louise Barnes

Endure De’jeane Barnett

Joshua  Baron

Maya Nichole Barrett

Lilianah  Marie Barton

Mirielle  Barton

Alana Lee Basmajian

Ignacio J. Bautista 

Meadow  Skylar Bell

Travis Wilkinson Bell

Kevin Cesar Benavides

James Sebastian Benitez

Owen B. Bennett

Summer Grace Elizabeth Anderton 

Bennett Stein

Deren Elizabeth Berberoglu

William  Timothy Weilee  Berger

Mischa  Blue Bernstein 

Angelo V. Betita

Ophelia Elizabeth Bickford

Alula Chloe Bird

Katherine Bennett Bishop

Brooklyn Anne Bisson

Ryan Yuma Boardman

Joshua  Orion  Bodor

Anthony Mitchell Bonin

Tahj-Lynn  Frances  Booker

Juliette Jolie Borchardt

Antonella  Borjas

Isabella Constance Boucher

Ava  Bourdeau

Harrison James Dylan Boutwell

Eleanor Ashley Boyd

Nico  Rimae Bracken

Simon Andres Bravo

Cesare Daniel Breceda

Ryan Philip Brode

Katy Quinn Broderick

Ryan Robert Brogan

Ian Simon Brown

Keith Isaiah Brown

Simone  Domonique Brown

Neo Melvin Bruehmann

Torin Anthony Buhl

Grace Ann Burkin

Sophia  Meadow  Burns

Ruby D. Buskirk

Nerea Xabina Cabana

David Bernardo Cajahuaringa

Eliza   Camacho

Alia  Jasmine  Campanotto 

Jesse Enrique Cano

Liang  Cao

Zel Adrian Carey

Julia Frances Carlson 

Christopher Thomas Carranza

Jennelle  Carrillo

Matteo Enrico Caruso

Diego Alberto Carvajal

Zachery Alexander Castellanos

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class
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Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class

Jonathan Miguel Castillo

Mia Lisset Castillo 

Elisa Mariana Castro

Mariana Lizeth  Castro López 

Aidan Morgan Chan

Daniel Benjamin Charbonnet

Cassidy Keira Chen

Lucas Benjamin Childs

Jay Oh Cho

Benjamin E. Cikvasvili

Cameron Marie Cody

Jacob Leo Cohen

Joshua Aidan Cohen

Ruby Esperanza Cooper

Sophia Gabrielle Cooper

Eric Alstair Copley

Charles J. Corlin

Bryan I. Cortez

Diego  Jessie Cortez

Adrian Christian  Cortez-Isaac

Emma Elizabeth Crawford

Bryson Joseph Crumbie

Evelyn Lupita Cruz

Jaime Ivan Cruz

Sandra  Valerie Cruz

Jayleen Hazel Cuellar 

Crawford Patterson Cushing

Talia Miriam Daghighian

Christian Raymond Benjamin 

Daidone

Tayah Lorraine-Marie Dancy

Brielle Nancyann Daniels

Jonas Valentine Rawson 

Dannenbaum

Eve Larkin Davidson

James Alexander Davidson

Jackson Goodart Davies

Read Anthony  Davis

Danielle Julia de Beauchamp

Delyla Marie De La Mora

Hanna  De La Rosa

Lesly Yvette De Pablo

Jasmin   De Pablo Puga

Daniella  de Raaf

Leo Kalani DeCristo

Isabel Celest Del Castillo 

Amanda Paz Del Pozo Cucumides

Alona Fiore Abdon Delavin

Members of the Class of ’22 are entitled to a FREE year of membership in the Samohi Alumni Association. Sign up via the website below.
www.SamohiAlumni.org
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Sofia  Denbaugh

Lauren Jane Derby  

Ronan Henry Derro

Anna  Deryugina 

Nathan  Desalegne

Allen Charlie  Diaz

Jocelyn Bernadette Diaz

Jorge Alejandro Diaz Sanchez

Salvatore Antonio DiCarlo

Tessa Belle Dillman

Ian Benjamin DiMundo

Annika Olivia Dodd

Octavia Charlotte Dorothy 

Donaldson

Jaya Harshal Doshi

Samuel  Joseph Dowd

Holland Mae Drabkin

Nathan Emmett Dracup

Ford  William  Dreifort 

Chuanneng  Du

Aimana  Duishekeeva

Bevin  Earhart

Emanuel  Adolfo Ebanks

Tyus Dwayne Edney Jr.

Summer Nagisa Ernst

Princess Kate Vengco Ersando

Martin Willard Ervin

Farimah  Esmaeilafjeh

Farinaz  Esmaeilafjeh

Luis Paulo Espinoza

Jordyn  Emily  Feldman

Vince Anthony Felix

Madalyn Grace Fenner

Mariah E. Ferguson

David  Fernandez Herrera

Mia Flora Ferrara

Casey Gordon Fienberg

Grayson Marquette Somerville Finch

Santana Richard Flores

Kai Ellison Ford

Max Anders Forssell

Erkki  Förster

Dora June Foster

Cleo Jacqueline Fouts

Nathaniel William Foy

Antonio Francisco Franco

Eliana Gabrielle Freedman

Alexis Zhu Fringer

Adrien Ethan Frym

Katherine Grasse Furlong

Isabella Yoo-Rhee Gaeta

Ivette Alejandra Galindo

Adrian Nikolas Galvan

Benjamin Blake Garcia

Danny Quirino Garcia

Ignacio Benjamin Garcia

Jasmine A. Garcia

Landon Gavin Garcia

Melina  Garcia

Tiego  Garcia

Vanessa Elizabeth  Garcia

Adan  Garcia 

Alexis   Garcia Haro

Edith  M. Garcia Martinez

Denice Alexa Garcia Vazquez

Christopher  Edu Garcia-Escobar 

Rhea Francesca Garten

Alyab Demisse Gebremichale

Baslel Demisse Gebremichale

Kalen Niklas George

Angela Jean German

Joshua Jonah Ghaly

John Estle Gibson V

Nebiy  Kahsay Giday

Jackson Leland Gillespie

Maya Lin Gillespie

Sam  Gillespie

Gabrielius  Gintalas

Jolie  Kate Glasser

Lily Claire Goddard

Isaiah Gerald Godlock

Jaclyn Leigh Gohring

Jackson William Richard Goldman

Lucas Robert Golliher

Matthew  Golubitskiy

Cristina Elizabeth Gomez

Elizabeth Celeste Gomez

Louis  Andres Gomez 

Rabi  A. Gomez Jr.

Artem  Gontaruk

Alana Xiena Gonzalez

Ariana Ruby Gonzalez

Emma  Gonzalez

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class
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Isabelle  Mikaela  Gonzalez

Jasmine Lizbeth Gonzalez

Julie  Liana Gonzalez

Sean Jeffrey Gonzalez

Marcos R. Gonzalez 

Samantha  Alexis Gonzalez 

Cooper Thomas Gorman

Sydney  Brooke Graves 

Natalie  Louisa Greenfield

Ozkar Daniel Grijalba Hernandez

Sidney Marah Grunwald

Leo  Guerrini Romano

Bevin Quinn Guth

Andrew  Esteban Gutierrez

David Abraham Gutierrez

David Jose Gutierrez

Christopher  Phillip Gutierrez 

Sanchez

Jairo  Gutierrez-Garcia

Trey James Hagerty

Cristian  Hagos

Salena Sheraz Hajidamji

Liam Zachary Halberg

Ari Sonny Hamel

Brooke-Lynn Toyami Handel

Kim Lam Hansen

Anneliese Julia Hanson

Lucky Bud Jonathan Harber

Jetienne Marc De Picciotto Hardy

Jessica Kauilani Harper

Kaliyah Mariah-Juanita  Harrington

Adam Isaac Harris

Helen Rose Harris

Sam Robert Harrison

Kendrick Keith Hartwell

Emma Tsering Heckerman

Luca Dakota Heisler

Judy Nicole  Heitmeyer

Abigail  Hernandez

Alexandra Yoko Hernandez

Daniel  Hernandez

Daniela Carolina Hernandez

Emilio Emmanuel  Hernandez

Henry Mateo Hernandez

Jessica  Hernandez

Paris Marie Hernandez

Yoxsira  Hernandez

Josue  Hernandez Sernas 

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class
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Dulce Esperanza Hernandez-Vielman

Brandon Scott Herron

Jeffrey David Hix

Casey  Yul-Kwong Ho

Tyler Ray Hooks

Joseph Evans Hoover

Ethan Ember Hopkins

Aryan  Hosseini

Eden Jayne Hotch

Aleksandar Boykov Hristov

Spencer Wyatt Hruby

Aidan J.  Hubbard

Jennifer Joy Hudson

Isaak Alexander Huizar

Clare Jane Hummer

Tahoe  Ikumi

Myla Beau Indigaro

Maggie Masumi Ineno

Riley Jade  Izen

Robert Maclean Jackson

Sanai Ari  Jackson 

Ava Elise Jaffe

Johanna Rory James

Ruby S. Jantzen

Julian  Jardack

Kate Bard Javerbaum

Ethan Michael Jenkins

Ava Frances Jennings

Katelyn Rae Jennings

David Henry  Jensen

Angela  Isabela Jimenez

Adrián Eulises Jiménez

Ming-yen Chou Johnson

Kaley Dominice Jones

Victoria Evelyn Jonsson

Arien  Jowharchi

Rayan  Jowharchi

Abigail  Juan

Daniel Andre Juarez

Theophile David Juteau

Henry Philip Karkafi

Liam Shane Katz

Jack Thomas Keefer

Jaxson Hunter Kenzo

Diego  Kersh

Tenzin Lhundup Khangchen

Brian  Kim

Jacob  Jong Won Kim

Best wishes for a bright future!

w
w

w
.d

sk
a

rc
h

.c
o

m

design@dskarch.com
310.254.2263

Congratulations
to all of the

Awesome
2022 Graduates!

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class



31SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022.COM Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2022

Ariel Sophia King

Donatas  Kizevicius

William Moses Kjenner-Love

Madeleine  Knight Weber

Kenneth  Lamont  Knott Jr.

Auden Kennedy Koetters

Kira Elinore Kolhoff

Roxanna Lily Barer Kortleven 

Lauren Brooke Kozmor

Ty Beaudoin Kushi

Ethan Magnus La Chapelle

Caleb Liam Landgraf

Madeline M. Landon

Olivia Jacqueline Landon

Joey Ray Lara

Bethania Mirebelle Larios

Kai Alexander Lauer

Luke Randolph Laurie

Alessandra  Frances  Lawson

Theodora Chelsea Lawson

Kaleb Maurice LeBlanc

Finley  Lecanu-Fayet

Ryan Eric Lee

Jake Gianni Lemkin

Samuel Benjamin Lena

Luca  Lesko

Solomon Quinn Lesnick

Rachel Lee Levin

Julia  Ilana Lim

Phoebe Rosalie Liskin

Danielle Lillian Lopez

Jesse  James  Lopez

Jessica  Lopez

Quetzalli Margarita Lopez

Yesenia  Lopez

Jasmine  Yvette Lopez 

Monica Marie Lopez 

Daniela Abril Losoya

Wesley Jefferson Loughran

Brianna  Mishael  Louis

Tristan Csaba Istvan Lucas

Daniela  Luis Antonio

Chloe Valeria Luna

Derrick James Lunsford

Micah Asher Lynch

Inez Rachelle Lynch Alfaro

Caroline Olivia Lytz

Sally Margaret MacLeod

Best wishes for a bright future,
SaMoHi Class of 2022!
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933 pico boulevard
santa monica, ca 90405
moorerubleyudell.com
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Gustavo Adolfo Madero Carriles

Jorge Alejandro Magana Nava

Tania  Mahdavi

Ahmed  Yasin  Mahomed 

Emie  J Malanaphy

Keira Nicole Malarky

Maria O. Manaa

Gianluigi  Manco 

Mahoor  Manteghi

Ethan Anthony Manzanarez

Felix Hume Kusmiersky Mardesich

Charlie Ryan Marin

Larissa Viana  Markman

Henry Edward Stefan Marks

Alina  Marquez

Andrew William Marroquin

Genessy Brianna Martinez

Jacibe Julieta  Martinez

Valeria  Martinez

Luke David  Mathewson

Elliot E. Mattson-Whitbread

Kaitlyn Patricia Maximo

Olivia Rose Mayers 

Valeria Marlene McCarthy Olvera

Giovanna M. McClaren

Geron Kirk McCoy

Kate Hulet McDoniel

Owen Howard McKay Schultz

Carys Sadie McKenzie

Liam Michael McNally

Sarah Josephine Melamed

Ivan  Melchor Martinez 

Bethlehem T. Mengistu

Sebastian P. Mercado

David  Meshkanian

Katelyn Ashraf Metry

Deven   Mickshaw 

Isabella Grace Miele-Okada

Jake Lee Miller

Susannah Jolie Miller

Emma Wensi Milton

Felix Jacob Mindlin

Sophia Roblin Mirza

Zachary Macrae Mitchell

Lennon Yoshito Miura

Jadyn Naomi Miyahira

Rebeka  Tilahun Moges

Yasmen Abdelkadr Mohamednur

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2022!

2632 Santa Monica Blvd
Santa Monica, CA 90404

Mon-Fri 
8:30am-5:30am

310-829-3022
orders@sirspeedysm.com

WHETHER YOU NEED TOP-NOTCH PRINTING, 
CUSTOM WEB DESIGN, OR A DIRECT MAIL 
MARKETING CAMPAIGN, SIGNS OR BANNERS WE'RE 
READY TO HELP. GET THE QUALITY PRODUCTS, 
SERVICES, AND EXPERIENCE YOUR BUSINESS 

DESERVES — PARTNER WITH SIR SPEEDY TODAY.

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class
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Firdous Ahemed Mohammed

Jahan Oliver Mokhtari

Kayhan D. Mokhtari

Jacob Ronnie Moler

Alexander Kamiwai Molina

Samuel Renden Moneta

Noah  Monjazeb

Benjamin G. Montesinos

Milla Rose Moretti

Daniel  Moriarty III

Anna  Moricz

Egehan  Mortas

Saskia Isabella Mortimer

Grant Quitugua Mueller

Helena  Catherine Bernadette 

Mulholland

Nicolas  Munguia-Mullins

Sebastian  Munguia-Mullins

Andrea Cecilia Muñoz Del Pozo

Finlay Joseph Nathan

Tristan Martella Nava

Arman  Nazarizadeh

Marius James Nelson

Madelyn Abigail Sing Ngo

Moses Manuel  Nicholas

Isabella   Nitti

Brian Andrew North

Mallory Michelle North

Ethan James Le’ahi Nunn

Eyindiya  Obasi

Rowen Wish O’Day

Layna Angela Ogawa

Julian Umi Okudaira

Jairuz  Ollesca

Zcjean A. Ollesca

Adrian  Olmedo  

Javier   Olmedo Jr.

Lauren Marie Onodera-Brasel

Adrian Geovanny Ostorga

Olivia Maya Overfield

Sydney Keira Palleiko

Dominic B. Palmer

Valeriia Valeriivna Papkova

Kanoa Tsai Parker

Elijah  Khamani  Parker 

Samantha Sky Parkhurst 

Alex Kristian Parry

Kai Jay Patel

CEPS is dedicated to the preservation and betterment of public 
schools in the Santa Monica-Malibu School District. For two 
decades CEPS has successfully campaigned for increased local 
funding, generating $35 million annually in extra operational 
revenues for SMMUSD. We have also advocated for bond 
measures to build the facilities required for 21st century 

instructional needs.

YOU CAN SUPPORT 
OUR EFFORTS HERE:

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook:  @cepssm

Community for Excellent Public Schools (CEPS)
congratulates all the graduates and wishes 
them all the best for the next steps in their 
lives! Your futures look bright with a quality 

education from SMMUSD behind you.

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class
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Leo  Jay Patel

Rendell Richelle Pelayo

Derek Chong Long Peng

Marinka Alheli Peralta

Alexandra Meyer Percus

Abigail  Perez

Mia  Perez

Minya Lin Pertel

Ava Gloria Petrille

Riley Michelle Pierce

Rendhel Alber Pierre-Louis 

Micah Ferenc Piscopo

Stephanie Garcia Pliego

Gabriel Johnathan Porras

Paige Karina Prodonovich

Maël Jean Provo

Eric  Puig

Lila Pearl Rabin

Yasmina  Rahhali

Adrian Nicholas  Rakfeldt

Sofia Andres Ramalingam 

Kethan  Raman

Sophie Claire Ramati

Jessica  Anay Ramos

Joshua Luke Randolph

Alexandra K. Raphling

Bobby Gene Renfurm

Carolina Ana Reynoso

Christopher  Reynoso

Hugo Paul Reznick

Lawrence Lance  Rhee

Damian Gates Rho

Charles Owen Ries

Maxwell Joshua Rison

Angelina  Marie Rivas

Jaden Theodore Robinson

Robert  Rocha

Sadie Jasmine Rodd

Estevan Flores Rodriguez

Luis Alfonso Rodriguez

Melissa Sofia Rodriguez

Sofia Lauren Rodriguez

Emily  Frances Rodriguez 

Chloe Angelina Rodriguez Stangle

Pablo Alexander Rogers

Daniella Chenoa Rosa

Denise Xochitl Rosa

Ella Blanche Rose

Anna Paola Ross 

Sofia  Rossignol

Athena Aimée Ruelas

Isabel  Ruiz

Kelsie Isabel Sabbe

Matthew  Kerac Sader

Mahsa  Safaee Naeeni

Lupita  Salas

Kenny  Joalmo Salazar

Natalia  Salazar-Hernandez

Jacqueline   Salcedo 

Sophie Rachel Salem

Youssef Safwat Salib

Adam Cyrus Sanai

Adriana Carolina Sanchez

Ian Alexander Sanchez

Samuel  Sanchez

Oscar Crescencio  Sanchez 

Angela Isabela Sanchez-Jimenez

Grayson Harlowe Sanders

Alexander Roberto Santiago

Miguel Alejandro Santiago

Juan Carlos  Santiago 

Ricardo  Santiago-Sanchez

Zintli  Santos

Elizabeth Paige Saunders

Mark Adan Sawicka

Nadiya Gabriella Sayson

Sadie Anne Schnur

Chloe Bryn Schwartz

Angela Danielle Scott-Orihuela

Eliza  Semmes Scripps

Grace Willow Sencio

Victor David Sernas Blas

Trini   Sernas Mateo

Heidi  Serrano

Samson Adam Severin

Vincent Bardia Shahriary

Maanav  Sharma

Jack Crash Shattuck

Claudia  Sofie Sherman

Letal  Shimshi

Annalena Marie Siering 

Ruby  Elizabeth Sievers

Lucas Victor Iroquoi Silberman

Alexis Christina Silliman

Samuel Benjamin Simmons

Jack Samuel Simon

Emma  Skala

Daniel Michael  Skarsten

Susan Charlotte Slavonia

Kai Angue Sloan

Cameron Jordan Smith

Christian Diego Smith

Darwin Lin Smith

Declan Seishi Peter Smith

Desmond James Smith

Jameer David Smith

Jayden Nicolas Smith

Marques Darin Smith

Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class
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Santa Monica High School 2022 Graduating Class

Jacob Arthur Smith-Hurks

Yasmina Françoise Snyder

Natalia Viviana Solano

Bianca   Solano 

Noah Gebre Solomon

Arjun  Soni

Tatiana Quetzali Soto

Nathan Alexander Staba

Juliet Louise Stansbury-Housden

Chloe Micaela Stavis

Branden Jason Stewart

Bryson Lee Strang

Mia Gabrielle Strong

Megan  Suchet

Jersey  Sullivan

Tara Elizabeth Sung 

Samon  Swafford

Benjamin A. Swerdlow

Kian  Arman  Taheri

Sarah Beatrice Tarsky

Kevin  Tawadros

Lucas Park Taylor

Jason Franklin Telanoff

Kalkidan S. Temesgan

Olivia Bette Tenhouten

Autumn  Terry

Lara Sophia Terzitta

John Peter  Tholl VI

Tyler James  Thomas

Cole  Thompson

Vincent James Elgar Thorpe

Matthew Lars Thorson

Milo  Thouvard

Daniel Sorren Thurmond

Piero Marcello Tito González

Miles Benjamin Tobel

Catherine Marie Todd

Sebastian Miguel Tordilla

Gian Luca  Tosonotti

Roberto David Tovar Mercado

Helen Ruth Tramble

Khoi P. Tran

Marissa Anne Tuller

Alexa Mitsue Ty

Matthew Steven Uberti

Ariella Gissell Umanzor

Amber Isabel Urena

Daphne Hacer Uzun

Lucie Joy Vaillancourt

Ailin  Valdez

Alejandro   Valdivia 

Deyla Luna Valle

Cassidy Diane Van Cott

Caleb Chad Van Sweden

Anna Wren Elizabeth Vanden Bosch

Sydney Michelle Vargas

Bahar  Vasli

Ethan James Vasquez Foley

Stella Brooklyn Vaughan Verk

Daniel  Vega

Ava Maxine Velthoen

Jessica  Lorena Villalta 

Ian Adlai Villanueva

Erin Nicole Vinson

Karina  Vital

Matteo Myron Felice Voth

Sophia Marie Vukadinovich

Tamara Lynn Wadsworth

Rio Desai Wagabaza

Dean Thomas Walker

Erick  Donell  Walls

Logan Min Ook  Walther

Adcharapon  Wang

Patrick James Ware

Ty David Alexander Warner

Gwendolyn Gaetana Warren

Jahmani Ra’nell Washington

Story Dominique Waxman

Matteo John Weber

Amelia River Weill

Brandon Timothy Wendel-Oliver

Sarah Vivian Wenger

Beauen Chestek Werger

Sanaa  Amirah  West 

Jeremy Wade Wetmore

Jackson Wayne Wheeler

Ailani Jeniyah White

Harrison Eli Williams

Kylah Noel Williams

Saiya Rena Williams

Jordan Thomas Wilson

Amelia Paulina Wirick

Noah  Woldegiorgis

Princess-Alicia Ashley Woods

Theo William Leslie Wright

Brandon C. Wu

Faith Alane Wyatt

Shae Johanna Wyatt

Talia  Yarmand

R. Jackson DuPre Yassin

Aayah Al-Batoul Zaidi

Jocelynn  Zapata

Daniella Jiang Zhou

Gabrielle Paige Zimerman

Julius Solomon Zimmerman

Mher  Zohrabyan

Daniel Wallace Zortman

Ester Anna Linnea Zunino Noellert
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Stellar senior artists bring 
their art to an audience

Artists are always in cycles 
of ideating and creating, but 
producing art in a vacuum 
or a bedroom is nowhere 
near as creatively satisfying 
or inspiring as making it in 
a collaborative environment 
and presenting it to the 
public. 

This year’s senior class understands that 
difference intimately, having gone from their 
freshman year art classes to almost two years 
of artistic isolation before triumphantly 
returning to the group studio and having 
their senior year of work culminate in a 
gallery show. 

“To be able to show your art to people 
in person is a remarkable event,” said senior 
painter Meira Tuller. “It is one thing to see a 
piece digitally, yet you can’t exactly reach it 
with your full vision as you can see it right in 
front of your face. I am extremely grateful for 
this opportunity that I could partake in, and 
hope in the future to have more art shows at 
the University I plan to attend.”

The art show is typically only open to 
seniors, but given the lack of opportunities 
for students to publicly showcase their work, 
the art department decided to open the show 
to all students. As a result, there was an even 
greater crowd than normal and photography 
teacher and art department chair Martin 
Ledford estimated a couple hundred people 
attended the opening in the new Roberts Art 
Gallery on May 12.

“Art is super interactive, so to experience 
this art show in person and watch people 
connect to different pieces was so ethereal,” 
said senior painter and printer River Weill. 
“Like, ‘Ahh you want to look at my work!’ A 
lot of my friends are in the art program and it 
was nice to see them getting attention for their 
work as well.”

Samohi's end-of-year art show featured 
work across a wide range of mediums 
including painting, photography, digital 
painting, ceramics and sculpture. It was an 
excellent opportunity for art students to see 
the work being completed in other classes 
and share their accomplishments with their 
teachers, friends and family. 

“It was really special to have an in-person 
opening instead of a digital art event. It 
was nice to actually interact with the people 
who had work up and ask them questions,” 
Matthew Alas, a senior photographer, said 

in a message to the Daily Press following 
the show. “Art always looks good when it’s 
physical and right in front of you. It was also 
refreshing to see old art teachers I had in the 

past who taught me a lot and very nice to 
show them the work I’m doing right now.” 

Ledford also expressed his excitement and 
relief to be back creating in person, noting the 
improvement that his students have been able 
to make on campus. 

“It’s one thing to talk about photographs 
in Zoom learning, but it’s another to actually 
get into a darkroom and the whole hands 
on experience of being there and touching 
the product and being on a shoot stage and 
ingesting light, there is just no replacing that,” 
said Ledford.

Ledford also said his photography students 
greatly benefited from working in teams and 
being able to critique each other’s art and 
develop camaraderie. Despite the challenges 
that senior art students faced over their high 
school career, they achieved many awards and 
are heading to prestigious art schools such as 
the Rhode Island School of Design and the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 

Several seniors were also awarded art 
scholarships recognizing their outstanding 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
department. These include: Bryson Crumbie, 
Stephanie Garcia-Pliego, Adrien Frym, David 
Meshkanian, Bahar Vasli, Kayhan Mokhtari, 
Jackson Goldman and Inez Lynch Alfaro.

Art is super 
interactive, so 
to experience 
this art show 
in person and 
watch people 
connect to 
different pieces 
was so ethereal  
River Weill
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Senior orchestra members headed to 
prestigious music programs

The Samohi Orchestra consistently performs 
at some of the highest levels in the state, with 
students routinely mastering college level scores, 
so it is no surprise that this year’s graduates are 
moving on to top tier music programs across 
the country. What is unique about this year’s 
graduates is that for almost half of their high 
school career they were unable to practice their 
music in person or even in unison.

During the pandemic, it was impossible for the orchestra to play together 
due to time lags over Zoom. For virtual concerts, students would pre-record 
their instruments and they would then be edited together to construct each 
musical piece. Nevertheless, the seniors worked persistently and tenaciously, 
continuing to form close bonds through virtual practice before reuniting in 
triumphant harmony last spring. 

“I think that this year’s seniors have been especially resilient… this is an 
especially strong group of students and I get the sense that a lot of them don’t 
take as much for granted,” said Jason Aiello, director of orchestras. “I think this 
year, they’re treasuring some of these opportunities.”

Thanks to the students’ dedication to their craft and the support of 
the music department staff, opportunities have been plentiful. Around 
60 orchestra students participated in the Honor Orchestras put on by the 

California Orchestra Directors Association in December, 24 participated in 
the All State Orchestra in February, and 15 students dedicated their spring 
break to participating in a festival put on by the Southern California Band and 
Orchestra Directors Association. In addition, they performed at three school 
concerts and the symphony orchestra now readying to play at Carnegie Hall 
on June 14. 

Five of the graduating orchestra players have declared music majors at 
prestigious university programs. Chloe Schwartz, violin, is going to Vanderbilt 
University; Ethan LaChapelle, cello, is going to Oberlin Conservatory; Ian 
DiMundo, trumpet, is going to St. Olaf College; and Emma Crawford, oboe, 
and Luca Lesko, bass, are going to UCLA.

This year Schwartz and Crawford were awarded with the Glen Katz 
Memorial Scholarship in recognition of their outstanding contributions to the 
orchestra.

“Those two have really been standouts, not only musically, but in 
leadership positions, being involved and active in the orchestra program and 
music program in general,” said Aiello. 

Crawford, who has been the principal oboist of the symphony orchestra for 
all four years of high school, was this year’s orchestra student board president 
and a drum major in the marching band. 

“She is just completely involved and immersed in really everything music 
here at Samo,” said Aiello.

Schwartz is a violinist in the symphony and chamber orchestras who has 
performed in numerous honor ensembles throughout her high school career. 

“What I really respect about Chloe is during the pandemic there was a 
period of time when she couldn’t play her instrument and so, rather than 
go and leave music, she spent the time researching composers, practicing 
mentally and researching pieces,” said Aiello. 
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Showbiz is back, baby!

After a nearly two- year hiatus of live performances, 
the talented crop of Samohi thespians took to the stage 
celebrating the return of theater in all its uproarious glory.

This year, the theater department put on not one, not two, but three stellar performances 
showcasing the top tier singers, dancers, actors, comedians and musicians at Samohi. For 
seniors, many of whom hadn’t stepped foot on stage since their early underclassmen days, 
this academic year was a touching theatrical reunion and a rewarding opportunity to bring 
their passion for performance back to the public. 

“These Samohi students have come out of distance learning like champions,” said High 
School Director Kate Barraza. “It’s exciting to watch them prepare to perform before a live 
audience for the first time in almost two years.”

The theater department kicked off its seasons of shows with the staging of hilarious and 
fast-paced whodunit comedy “Clue: On Stage!” in the fall semester. The play, which is based 
on the popular board game and 1985 movie "Clue", was written by Sandy Rustin and had its 
world premiere in 2017. 

The show has quickly become a favorite for high school productions, thanks to its 
eccentric characters, melodramatic moments and slapstick comedy. Nevertheless, it is 
a challenging play to pull off as students have to remember a litany of possible murder 
scenarios every night. 

“In addition to its popularity and familiar characters, 'Clue' offers specific learning 
opportunities for theater students in regard to the timing of the comedy and the building of 
suspense and urgency,” said Barraza. 

In the spring semester, the department staged an even more elaborate performance: 
"Legally Blonde the Musical". This show featured a large cast, many complex sets and 
numerous dance numbers with complicated and athletically demanding choreography. 
Once again, the Samohi thespians rose to the challenge and executed the energetic and sassy 
musical comedy to a standing ovation every night over two weekends in March.

“This talented cast of characters has dedicated their time, energy and talent to portray 
the story of 'Legally Blonde' [the movie] and have done so with gusto and grace. It has truly 
been an honor to direct them,” said Barraza. “We would not be able to tell this story in this 
way without our dedicated technical theater students who have worked tirelessly to make 
this production a success.”

Last but not least, the department rounded out the year with its 2022 Public Domain 
talent show. This year there were so many students eager to perform that two separate 
lineups were created that each had three performances in May. This exciting and dynamic 
show featured dramatic and comedic scenes, musical theatre, dance, and many fabulous 
musical numbers. 
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These Samohi 
students have 

come out 
of distance 

learning like 
champions  
High School 

Director Kate 
Barraza
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Congratulations to the class of 2022!
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Girls wrestlers grapple with highest GPA in the league

This year’s varsity girls wrestling 
squad earned an unusual accolade 
in the 2021-22 season: winning 
an All-Academic Championship.

The CIF Southern Section award goes to the team 
with the highest overall grade point average, making 
the Vikings the premier squad of girls wrestling 
scholar-athletes across the California Interscholastic 
Federation — most commonly called the CIF — in 
Southern California. In the first two quarters of 
the school year, the team’s cumulative GPA was a 
whopping 3.9 on a 4.0 scale. 

But the team is about more than just academic 
marks.

“They’re great. They’re really good with each 
other; they take care of each other,” their coach, Aldo 
Juliano, said, later adding, “It’s kind of a cool thing to 
see how they care for each other and make sure they’re 
there for each other.”

Juliano said the group of 10 teammates, which 
includes senior Maggie Inens, plus Tiara and Ata 
Sakamoto, Malaika Kamau, Maia Baker, Naomi Gage, 
Destoni Lowe, Alicia Lewis, Janelly Lopez, and Fridha 
Nicolas, were fierce competitors but also made sure 
to study, including sometimes between matches at 
tournaments. 

“It’s a brutal sport. You’re basically going through 
hand-to-hand combat,” Juliano said. “And to do that, 
and then to go home and have your grades [up]? 
I remember … seeing them bring schoolwork to 
tournaments. I could never do that.”

In recognition of this achievement, the CIF invited 
the team and their families to Angel Stadium in 
Anaheim this April to watch a baseball game and be 
presented with a banner.

“They walked us out and announced they had the 
highest GPA in all the girls wrestling, and everybody 
screamed and yelled as they walked in. It was a real 
neat little thing,” Juliano said. 

The ceremony was the first time Academic Awards 
were offered since the start of the pandemic in 2020. 

They walked 
us out and 
announced 

they had the 
highest GPA 

in all the girls 
wrestling, and 

everybody 
screamed and 
yelled as they 
walked in. It 

was a real neat 
little thing  

Aldo Juliano
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Superintendent Dr. Ben Drati and the Board of Education

T H E 2 0 2 2  G R A D U AT I N G  C L A S S O F

Santa Monica High School, Malibu High School 
and Olympic High School

www.smmusd.org

We are proud of your accomplishments and wish you all the 
best in your future!

Congratulations
Sarah Bea!

We’re so proud
of you.

Love, Mum, Dad, and
Elizabeth

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge
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FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
• Invisalign   • Periodontist on Staff   • Oral Surgeon on Staff
• Cosmetics and Implants   • Zoom bleaching   • and more
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TRY

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
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FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
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ST.
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ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
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*Nitrous Oxide available
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*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients
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Bourget Bros. Building Materials
1636 - 11th Street

Santa Monica, CA  90404    (310) 450-6556
bourgetbros.com

1847 14th Street, Santa Monica, CA  90404 ▪ (310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7) 
woodlawn.cemetery@smgov.net  ▪  www.woodlawnsm.com

City of Santa Monica

WOODLAWN 
Cemetery 

Mausoleum 
Mortuary

FD #2101

●  Traditional Burial   ●  Green/Natural Burial   ●  Cremation   
●  Funeral Planning & Mortuary Services

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Helping families honor, 
remember, and celebrate life.
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Lifelong Learning

Healthy Lunches

Formerly
Dial-A-Ride

Your Trusted Source

WISE & Healthy Aging  •  1527 4th Street, 2nd Floor  •  Santa Monica

For adults age 50+ interested in 
staying active and healthy. Virtual 
and in-person courses and travel 
opportunities. Make new friends 
and learn something new!

Call (310) 394-9871 or visit www.wiseandhealthyaging.org

WISE & Healthy Aging is a nonprofit social services organization 
serving seniors and caregivers.

A weekday lunch program 
for Santa Monica residents 
age 60+. Nutritious, healthy 
hot meal at three locations. 

In conjunction with City of Santa 
Monica’s Big Blue Bus Division, 
MODE (Mobility On-Demand Every 
Day) offers transportation options 
to Santa Monica residents age 
65+ and disabled persons age18+. 

VOTED SANTA MONICA’S
MOST-LOVED HOTEL 2022

FAIRMONT-MIRAMAR.COM
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HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm       LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Classifieds CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
WantedvvTravel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos 

Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate
Real Estate Loans

Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

Autos Wanted/Luxury

Cable/Internet Services

Cable/Satellite TV

Insurance

Autos Wanted

Announcements

Financial Services
PET

Tax Services

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission 
kit! Limited offer!   Why 
wait?   Call now: 1-855-667-
0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-538-9554 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 
Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@yahoo.
com (Cal-SCAN) 

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 1-888-231-4274. (Cal-
SCAN)

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip 
as an area spray to control 
lyme disease ticks, fleas, 
stable flies, & mosquitoes 
where they breed. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.
com). (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Estate 
loans. Credit unimportant. 
V.I.P. Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com Call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-principal 
DRE 01041073. No consumer 
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom 
simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost 
to your family. Call 1-844-
741-0130  today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out 
of moving!   Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. We 
deliver the largest consortium 
of trusted news publishers in 
California and beyond. For 
more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.
com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share 
is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. 
Mark Twain said, “Many a 
small thing has been made 
large by the right kind of 
advertising”.   So why spend 
your hard-earned dollars 
on social media where you 
already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing an election is how 
campaign dollars are spent. 
Get the best ROI by using our 
deep relationships in every 
community in California. Our 
on-the-ground knowledge is 
indispensable to campaigns 
that want results. For more 
info on multi-market ethnic 
and non-ethnic solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NUMBER: 
2022089871 ORIGINAL 
FILING This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES on 4/22/22. 
The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business 
as PICNIC SERVICES, 
3737 SAN GABRIEL RIVER 
PARKWAY PICO RIVERA, CA 
90660. The full name of the 
registrant(s) is/are SHARON 
PATAPOFF, 5217 TIERRA 
BONITA DRIVE, WITTIER, 
CA 90601. If corporation 
or LLC- Print State of 
Incorporation/Organization 
This Business is conducted 
by: an INDIVIDUAL. The 
registrant commenced to 
transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed on (Date) 
01/2022 Registrant/Corp/ 
LLC Name /s/: SHARON 
PATAPOFF title: OWNER. 
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County 
on 4/22/22 NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE 
YEARS FROM THE DATE IT 
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name 
statement in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish,05/21/22, 05/28/22, 
06/04/22,06/11/22.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NUMBER: 
2022099976 ORIGINAL 
FILING This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of LOS ANGELES on 5/05/22. 
The following person(s) is (are) 
doing business as ANCIENT 
MEDIA MONKS, 1050 WEST 
LAKES DRIVE, SUITE 225 
WEST COVINA, CA 91790.The 
full name of the registrant(s) 
is/are GARVIN TRAN, 1235 
SOUTH STEPHORA AVE. 
GLENDORA CA 91740 and  
MELVIN FOJAS, 12594 PICRUS 
STREET, SAN DIEGO CA 
92129.If corporation or LLC- 
Print State of Incorporation/
Organization.This Business 
is conducted by: a GENERAL 
PARTNERSHIP. The registrant 
commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed on (Date) 04/2022 
Registrant/Corp/ LLC Name 
/s/: GARVIN TRAN title: 
GENERAL PARTNER. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
County on 5/05/22 NOTICE: 
THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE 
IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 
or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish, 06/04/22, 06/11/22, 
06/18/22, 06/25/22.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2022088635 
ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 4/21/22. The 
following person(s) is (are) 
doing business as YOSETSU 
STUDIO, 1330 FACTORY 
PL BLDG C, UNIT 212, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90013. The 
full name of the registrant(s) 
is/are SOPHIA SMITH,1330 
FACTORY PL BLDG C, 
UNIT 212, LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90013. If corporation 
or LLC- Print State of 
Incorporation/Organization 
This Business is conducted 
by: an INDIVIDUAL. The 
registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed on (Date) N/A 
Registrant/Corp/ LLC Name 
/s/: SOPHIA SMITH  title: 
OWNER. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of LOS ANGELES County 
on 4/21/22 NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE 
YEARS FROM THE DATE IT 
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name 
statement in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and 
Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish,05/21/22, 05/28/22, 
06/04/22,06/11/22.

Aloe Care Health, medical 
alert system. The most 
advanced medical alert 
product on the market. Voice-
activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get 
$20 off Mobile Companion. 
Call today 1-844-790-1673. 
(SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year! Call 1-844-
410-9609! (M-F 8am-8pm 
Central) (Cal-SCAN)

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-855-
397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & 
entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv is 
#1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-888-
641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV Stream - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-404-2509 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS   
Fast Free Pickup – Running 
or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! Call 
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-
SCAN)

Miscellaneous DBADBA DBA

Real Estate Loans Senior Living

Health/Medical

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074 or email cindy@smdp.com
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SUBJECT:
  

DESCRIPTION
The City Council, Housing Authority, and Parking Authority of the City of Santa Monica 
will hold a public hearing on the proposed FY 2022-23 budget on June 28, 2022. At this 
meeting, the City Council will adopt a resolution determining the City’s Gann Appropriations 
Limit for FY 2022-23. A copy of the documentation used in calculating the limit can be 
viewed online at fi nance.smgov.net/budgets-reports/Gann. The FY 2022-23 Proposed 
Budget can be viewed online at fi nance.smgov.net/budgets-reports/.

At the June 28, 2022 meeting, the City Council will also conduct a public hearing on the
proposed adoption of new fees and revisions to existing fees charged by the City’s 
Community Services Department, Community Development Department, Department of 
Transportation, Fire, Public Works Department, and Records and Elections Services (City 
Clerk).

The proposed fee revisions are intended to more fully recover the City’s cost of providing
services and processing applications. The proposed fee schedule and a copy will be 
available online at https://www.smgov.net/departments/clerk/agendas.aspx/ no later than 
June 24, 2022. The public hearing will also consider maintaining certain existing fees at 
current rates for various services.

A public hearing will be held by the City Council to consider this request:

 DATE/TIME:       Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.

 LOCATION:

HOW TO COMMENT
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. You may comment at the City 
Council public hearing, or by writing a letter. Written information will be given to the City 
Council at the meeting.

Address your letters to:  

MORE INFORMATION
For more information, please refer to the Adoption of the FY 2022-23 Operating Budget 
and Adoption of the First Year and Approval of the Second Year of the FY 2022-24 
Capital Improvement Program Budget sta�  report for the June 28, 2022 meeting on the 
City’s web site at https://www.smgov.net/departments/clerk/agendas.aspx/. In addition, 
a Cost Recovery Study for the Fire Department was previously made publicly available 
in connection with the May 24, 2022, City Council Meeting and available at https://www.
smgov.net/departments/clerk/agendas.aspx. You may contact the City Clerk at (310) 458-
8211 for alternate availability of the City Council agenda packet.

The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodations, 
please contact (310) 458-8211 or (310) 458-8696 TTY at least 72 hours in advance. Every 
attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. All written materials are 
available in alternate format upon request. Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines numbered 2, 
5, and 9 serve City Hall.

ESPAÑOL
Esto es una noticia de una audiencia pública sobre, el presupuesto propuesto para 
el año fi scal 2022-23, para adoptar una resolución para la determinación del límite de 
asignaciones de Gann para el año fi scal 2022-23, y la propuesta adopción de aumento a 
los cobros de varios servicios que ofrece la ciudad de Santa Monica Para más información 
en español, favor de llamar a Yolanda Nunez al número (310) 434-2616.

Proposed FY 2022-23 Budget;
Adoption of the Resolution Establishing the City’s Gann Appropriations
Limit for Fiscal Year 2022-23; and
Adoption of Master User Fee Resolution

City Council Chambers, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California

City Clerk
Re: FY 2022-23 Proposed Budget, Gann Appropriations Limit, or Fee Revisions
June 28, 2022, City Council Meeting  
councilmtgitems@santamonica.gov or
1685 Main Street, Room 102
Santa Monica, CA 90401

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL

Human Services Commission:  
Two seats available for partial term ending June 30, 2023.
Two seats available for partial term ending June 30, 2024.
Two seats available for partial term ending June 30, 2025.
Two seats available for a full-term ending June 30, 2026.
One seat available for a full-term ending June 30, 2027.

Applicants must be a Santa Monica resident and none of the members shall hold any paid 
o­ce or employment in the City of Santa Monica government.
______________________________________________________________________

Applications due by noon, Tuesday, July 5, 2022.
Appointments to be made by City Council, Tuesday, July 12, 2022.

No Santa Monica City Employee may serve as a member of any Board or Commission.

The State Political Reform Act requires certain o­ceholders to disclose their interest and 
income which may be materially a�ected by their o­cial action.  The applicants appointed 
to serve in these positions will be required to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form 
700) upon assuming o­ce, and annually thereafter.  ln addition, this position will be required 
to complete two hours of Ethics Training (AB1234) biennially, as well as attend other city 
sponsored trainings deemed necessary by the city.

All appointments are conditional on providing evidence of COVID-19 vaccination.

Applications are available on-line at: www.smgov.net/boards
All current applications on file will be considered. 

Disability related assistance and alternate formats of this document are available upon request 
by calling (310) 458-8211.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA 
NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS TO THE

NEWLY CREATED
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION

9 OPEN SEATS

BACK or UNFILED 

TAXES?
(310) 395-9922

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800 Santa Monica 90401

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE SANTA MONICA HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2022! 

Thank you to our awesome graduating Samohi girls who helped bring our team 
to the playoffs for the last 4 consecutive years! Thanks to them and coach Yumori 
the girls soccer team has also been promoted to division 2 this year! Go Vikings!

Veronica Metz 82’, Chris Metz 85, 
Greg Metz 86, Sonia Metz Van Cott 
89, Martin Metz 92, Isabella Metz 
96, Jager Metz 2013, Aiden Metz 
2017, Ava Metz 2017,  Zane Metz 
2018, Hunter Van Cott 2019, and 

Cassidy Van Cott 2022.

On behalf of Sea Shore 
Motel of Santa Monica 

along with SAMOHI alums:

Senior girls from top left Jasmin Aldana, Anna Wren Vanden Bosch, 
Keira Malarky, Ruby Sievers, Julia Carlson, Jacibe Martinez, Abby Juan. 
 Coach Angel, Minya Pertel, Summer Ernst/ co captain , Angela Scott, 

Tayah Dancy, head coach Nicole Yumori, goalkeeper and 
co-Captain Cassidy Van Cott

Team captain and coach picture:
4 year varsity starter Cassidy Van Cott with 

head coach Nicole Yumori 



48 SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022 .COMCelebrating Samohi’s Class of 2022

Congratulations to every graduate!
You are off to carve out your HAPPY FUTURE!You are off to carve out your HAPPY FUTURE!

'21 '21

Virtual essay camps begin June 27th, August 1st, 7th, 15th. 
Register today!

Class of 2023! Applying to Top 100 Colleges? Get ahead this summer 
by writing YOUR amazing essays. 4 Essays, 5 Days, 20 Hours, No 

Homework. Students aren’t rejected, applications are.




