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Every graduating class has some 
challenges and congratulating students is 
expected. However, 2020 has been anything 
but an ordinary year and it’s not just empty 
words when we congratulate the class of 
2020.

These students have lived through some 
truly unprecedented times and their senior 
year just upped the ante with not one, but 
two world-shaking events. Students were 
faced with the loss of what should have been 
their watershed moment of Graduation 

when the Coronavirus pandemic shuttered 
local schools. Still they persevered and were 
adapting when the nation was rocked by a 
massive protest movement. Local youth put 
aside their disappointment and in many 
cases, actually became the leaders calling 
for change. Santa Monica youth are truly 
deserving of recognition this year so enjoy 
this special project produced in partnership 
with Santa Monica High School and the 
school district to honestly and whole-
heartedly congratulate the Class of 2020. 

.COM
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Behind you, all your memories.

Before you, all your dreams.

Around you, all who love you.

Within you, all you need.
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Dear Samohi Class of 2020,

This has been a year of unknowns for you. During these days of uncertainty and social distancing we are all missing out on 

something. Your class in particular is missing out on senior memories that you have been preparing for since your first day 

of Kindergarten. I want you to know that you have not been forgotten. Your class and the legacy that you have created will 

remain, even in your absence from school. Your excitement and enthusiasm will continue to echo throughout the campus 

beyond 2020.

Tye COVID-19 pandemic has altered many plans this year, but have continued to model sincerity, maturity, honor, and 

service. Your sincerity has been demonsrated by your willingness to help others who are in need. There have been countless 

emails from your class asking how they can help someone else. Your maturity durins this difficult and humbling time has 

given me a greater appreciation for your generation and those who are growing into adulthood through adversity. Your class 

has continued to honor one another by checking in to see that your fellow classmates are doing well. In all of this confusion, 

sadness, loss and sickness, you have continued to offer yourselves to those that are in greatness need. 

It is without a doubt that you will be remembered. I have been honored to serve as your principal and belive that you are 

well euipped to make a tremendous impact on our society. 

Since 1891, Samohi has been preparing students for life after high school and I believe we have done a top-notch job with 

the class of 2020 as exemplified by your resilence. Please know that we will have a graduation to honor your accomplishments 

and completion of your high school career. Although a time is to be derermined, it is important to know that this too shall 

pass and a new season is on the horizon. 

Stay hopeful, be encouraged, and continue to live your life as if it is your last day on Earth. 

Once a Viking, always a Viking!

Dr. Antonio M. Shelton

Principal

SANTA MONICA HIGH SCHOOL
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Congratulations!

SERVING SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND COMMUNITIES

General Construction // Program & Construction
Management // Engineering & Architectural Services 
//Facilities Management

WISHING YOU A WONDERFUL
 GRADUATION DAY!

Santa Monica High School 
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LIve love shop local

Happy graduation to all the seniors,

from the Solomon Family

Congratulations to the class of 2020!
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Blaise Baker
Rise Barkan 

Carissa Burns 
Max Canny

Maya Furukawa
Abigail Green
Morgan Jarow

Owen Johnston 

Malia Kanan
Alie Lance

Nathan Martin-Bourne 
Nick Martin-Bourne 

Ginger Moore
Gala Morales 
Aidan Petit 

Zelda Saltzman 
Jullian Sharkey 

SMASH Congratulates our
Class of 2020 Graduates

Lily Tenzer 
Giulia Trevellin 

Ava Wasson 
Eleanor Winterer 

Zion Wooden
Andre Zuczek
Natalie Salem 

Nibanna Cooper 

Photo by Kathleen Murphy 

To one of the best classes ever - brilliant, hilarious, caring, curious, mature, and quirky. Every day with you 
was an adventure. You were such a random assortment of characters that came together to create the 
most fabulous group. I can't wait to see what the future holds for you all.  Remember that you are very 
loved and appreciated. Always listen for the blackbird singing in the dead of night. We miss you Andre.

Erin Haendel - SMASH Teacher
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Kimiya Aframian 
Jonathan Ahdoot 

Perla Rocio Bautista De Los Angeles 
Ethan Jackson Berks 

Aidan Blain 
Samantha Breuer 

Casandrah Liang Catterton 
Nicholas Dye 

Rex Evans 
Chloe Forssell 

Ansel Joaquin Garcia-Langley 
Mason Hackmann 

William Owen Halpert 
Melia Kaplan 

Weston Rose Kerekes 
Maxwell Nemoy 
William Nemoy 
Ireland Neville 

Roxy Ong 
Lily Nicole Rafat 

Sofia Rivalta Popescu 
Matthew Sasaki 
Samuel Sasaki 

Ian Seklawi 
Lily Stern 

Tupelo Sullivan 
Giulia Trevellin 

Ava Wasson 
Eleanor Winterer 
Savannah Yassin 

 

Class of 2020 
Valedictorian Candidates 
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Class of 2020 
Valedictorian Candidates 

Samohi’s Valedictorian candidates are seniors with the highest grades and 
academic achievements. Candidates must have attended six semesters at 

Samohi, including the first and second semester of their senior year. They also 
must be a graduating, fourth year senior. Students must have an unweighted 

4.00 GPA over their four year high school career. The Valedictorian is chosen by 
committee and traditionally announced the morning of graduation. 
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CONGRATULATIONS VIKINGS CLASS OF 2020 
FROM YOUR SANTA MONICA NEIGHBOR.

PEN FACTORY COLORADO CAMPUS SANTA MONICA GATEWAYCOMMA BUILDING

ACCOUNTING • ASSET MANAGEMENT • CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT • DEVELOPMENT • ENTITLEMENTS 
LEASING • PHILANTHROPY • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • SUSTAINABILITY • TECHNOLOGY

WE MAKE THINGS HAPPEN.
WWW.LPCWEST.COM

THE MARK 302 631 WILSHIRE1315 LINCOLN

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

Covid-19 hit America this Spring and the lives of students 
have been in flux since. But Samohi PTSA members, school 
officials and residents who have spent nearly two decades 
nurturing the local scholars rallied together this year to give 
the class of 2020 the most “magical” experience possible. 

Thanks to locals like Joan Krenik, Jen Smith, Nicole 
Faries, and dozens of other volunteers who partnered 
with school staff to make everything from Zoom proms 
to Tuesday’s virtual graduation a reality, Samohi seniors 
said they haven’t missed out on too much of the senior 
experience. 

But the work is far from over, according to Karen 
Rigberg, a grad night committee volunteer who recently 
detailed the community’s efforts to ensure graduates had 
an end of the year experience that was as special as possible 
considering the circumstances.

Every year, Samohi seniors look forward to the 
graduation because it’s a time for fun. Thanks to the 
dedicated volunteers, PTA members and school staff, 
Vikings traditionally enjoy graduation day on stage before 
heading out to dinner with family members and loved ones 
to celebrate the occasion. Around 9 p.m. the real fun begins 
once students return to the campus tennis courts, which 
have traditionally been covered with tents and filled with 
casino games and other carnival-style fun.

“It’s a well-oiled machine. There’s more than 100 parents 
and we spend all year planning the all-night party, collecting 
donations and everything that goes into it,” Rigberg said. 
“But this year, we’ve had to all of a sudden pivot.”

Since social distancing limits their ability to fit a DJ and 
hundreds of graduates in such a confined space, parents 
only recently decided how they would bring the magic to 

seniors. 
“Basically, the idea was to get every senior a bag that 

would be filled with their cap and gown, a yearbook, a 
senior t-shirt, towel, face masks,” Rigberg said, as she 
detailed the laundry list of items that went into every hand-
filled package, which was given to students the Saturday 
before the most recent protests broke out. 

“We were actually begging Dr. Shelton for more time and 
wanted to do it Sunday,” Rigberg added, but almost every 
party involved is thankful they didn’t wait or else the entire 
operation would have had to be canceled. 

The only threatening sight during the drive-by gown 
pick-up was a giant Viking mascot, which housed a DJ 
booth and greeted families when they drove down Michigan 
to the view of signs and streamers.

Prior to the end of the road, parents pulled over for 
the contactless exchange of books and gowns. Almost 
everybody used the opportunity to catch up with old 
friends and teachers who they hadn’t seen in weeks.

Now that she can look and say it was a success, Rigberg 
admits the process was a little hectic.

“But the truth is I think it was a total labor of love for 
me,” Rigberg said. “I thought the seniors deserved a special 
moment and I truly think parents all wanted these kids to 
give them that special feeling you can only capture during 
graduation.”

Rigberg added she is proud of the partnership that school 
officials and parents have because none of the wonderful 
activities would’ve come to fruition without everybody’s 
participation and assistance in recent weeks. 

“I think the feeling of working so closely with them to 
make this happen is one of the things that I think was most 
fun, and the most rewarding for me,” Rigberg said before 
commending the assembly line of volunteers who made 
everything possible.

Volunteers keep the magic of Graduation alive

Matthew Hall
CELEBRATE: Volunteers worked to provide Seniors with a cele-
bration, even if they had to do it from a distance.

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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Congratulations

Seniors!
Congratulations Ava!
You are magic. 

Ava Nickman

Mom,Dad,Sasha & Will

We love you. Catch your dreams.
Congratulations xoxo.

Sofia Olivia Acunto

Skyla Love Adams
California State University-Fullerton

Kimiya Raya Aframian
University of California-Los Angeles

Jonathan Nehemiah Ahdoot
University of California-Los Angeles

Aaron Daniel Akhavan
University of California-Los Angeles

Sebastian Hildan Alcock
New Jersey Institute of Technology

Caleb Bekele Alebachew
Boston College

Brian Alegre

Gabrielle Simone Alperin
University of California-Davis

Jason T. Altman
Santa Monica College

Abigail Wilson Anagnos
Culinary Institute of America

Nikka Arabestani
University of California-Davis

Mauricio Alariz Arias

Satoshi Arimura
The New School - All Divisions

Alexus Armijo
Santa Monica College

Amanda Liman Arnold

Anthony Matthew Arnou

Diego Arroyo
California State University-Bakersfield

Danial Asaria
University of Southern California

Felix Alejandro Audelo-Ruiz

Sofia Nicole Avila-Hengasathorn

Juan Angel Ayala
Santa Monica College

Blaise Kira Baker

Channing Marie Baker
University of California-Santa Cruz

Henry Talbot Ball

Rhoda B. Bancha

Rise Barkan
University of California-Los Angeles

Dominic Bagnato Barker

Eli Abrams Barner
University of California-Davis

Tara Michelle Barrett
Reed College

Becker Shinichi Barriga
Santa Monica College

Liam John Bartlett
University of California-Santa Cruz

Alexander Konstantin Basaric-Miljanovic

Willow Helena Battista
University of Washington, Seattle

Perla Rocio Bautista
California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona

Ava Allen Bayley
University of California, San Diego

Audrey Anne Beal
Santa Monica College

Julia Kirpal Beasley

Antonio Lajuan Beatty II

Joseph Andrew Becerra
California State University-Northridge

Ryan Joshua Bedi

Eldana M. Befekadu

Colby Anthony Bell

Elijah Lucas Bell
Santa Monica College

Logan Christopher Bell

Nicolas Joseph Bellomo
University of California-Santa Cruz

Nayel Anthony Benomar

Ethan Jackson Berks
University of California-Santa Barbara

Jonas Nathan Berlin
University of California-Santa Cruz

August Owen Kelley Bernota
Santa Monica College

Chase Parker Bernstein

Justin Ty Best
University of Southern California

Aiden Martin Binder

Aidan Michael Blain
Brown University

Sophia Lennett Boucher
Santa Monica College

Talia Bou Khalil
California State University-Fullerton

Sean Karl Bowman
Brigham Young University-Provo

Jack J. Brammeier
Santa Monica College

Eric George Brauer

Samantha Haley Breuer
University of California-Berkeley

Darik Samuel Bristol

Jason Joseph Brown
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Christopher Jordan L Brown-Motley
Santa Monica College

Molly Rose Brutsman

Finlay Alexander Buchanan
California State University-Chico

Christian Anzley Burnett

Richard Donald Buschelman

Kane Antonio Buskeness
Santa Monica College

Joseph Callaghan

Ysabella Victoria Calvo
California State University-Northridge

Elizabeth Campos
California State University-Fullerton

Erick Jesus Campos

Max Canny
Santa Monica College

Victor Chester Cano

Iainn Carcamo

Wyatt Mitchum Cardone

Owen Joshua Carlson
University of California-Santa Cruz

Joely Carrera Arenas

Nora Assunta Casa
University of California-Santa Cruz

Melissa Alicia Casarez
Santa Monica College

Kevin Blake Casillas
The University of Alabama

Samantha Nicole Castillo
California State University, Dominguez 

Hills

Casandrah Liang Catterton
Reed College

Sebastian De Carlos Chairez

Raphaël Yoomi Rose Christopher Charles
The New School - All Divisions

Arya Charmchi

Emily Amanda Chase
Pepperdine University

Owen Scott Chen
University of California-Irvine

Anastasia Chernenkova
Santa Monica College

Charlene Chiang
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class (College committment as of press time)

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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congra 
samohi 22o22o grads

congratulations TO ALL

trent |  davian |  skyla ESPECIALLY  

Sara Cho

Brandon Robin Christensen
University of California-Santa Cruz

David Abraham Cikvasvili
San Francisco State University

Jalen James-Edward Cobb

Gidon Cohen

Jacqueline Rose Cohen
The New School - All Divisions

Gabriel Colasanti

Cooper Andersen Colby
University of California-Santa Cruz

Alexandria Lynn Cole
Southeastern Louisiana University

Hashim Cole

LaShanti-CherylLinda Heaven-Renee 
Collins

Melea Jeanne Comay
University of California-Davis

Angelica Rose Conran

Emilie Anne Corlin
University of Colorado Boulder

Jessica Corona

Luis Alexandro Cosio
California State University-Northridge

Soleil Sky Cosko
Vanguard University of Southern California

Alyssa Ayanna Le Nee Cox

Brian Cruz

Ty Cristian Cueva
Marist College

Beckett Cullen

Na’dia Marion Cyprian
California State University, Dominguez 

Hills

Juliette  Dana-Vale

Flynn Nelson D’Angelo

Roger Clayton Davis
Boston Conservatory at Berklee

Jackson Christopher Dawson
University of California-Santa Cruz

Pedro Miguel De Anda

Kayla Lauren Degracia

Alfonso Jr. De La Mora

Angelina Jamie De La Trinidad

Christopher Ken de Leeuw
University of California, San Diego

Isabella Rose de Longeville

Jesse Christian Del Rio

Izabel Kate Koster de Macena
San Jose State University

Shyla Sejal Deo
Santa Monica College

Diego de Oliveira Galvão

Yvan Derkach
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - 

Prescott

Varun Rai Devgan
University of California-Los Angeles

Anna Lupe Diaz

Emily Jessica Diaz
California State University-Fullerton

Paola Alexandra Diaz
California State University-Sacramento

Hugo Dib

Samadhi Uthpala Dissanayake
Connecticut College

Israel Fransisco Dominguez Rivera

Will Alexander Donaldson
University of California-Santa Cruz

Anna Maria Doñate
Cornell University

Liam Charles Dowdall

Jacob Evan Dreifort
St Olaf College

Alexander Antonio Ductor
San Diego State University

Dunia Lormens Dunn
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Joseph Cesar Duran
California State University-Northridge

Marybel Dede Duran

Nicholas Dye
Santa Monica College

Angelic Christine Echiribel
California State University-San Marcos

Luke Barry Economou

Bretton  Edwards
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Matthew Dillon Edwards
Santa Monica College

Riley Thompson Egan

Noor Al Deen Naser Elayyan

Eden Marian Ellertson
California State University-Northridge

Elijah Jon Ellertson
Neumont College of Computer Science

Daniela Victoria Escobar-Valdez
Biola University

Cameren Espana

Sereenah  Espana

Yahir Sebastian Esquivias
California State University-Northridge

Rex Austin Evans
Duke University

Andrea Cecilia Favela
California State University-Northridge

Eli Hayden Finn
San Jose State University

Jaidin Alexzander Flanagan
Rutgers University - Camden

Lateira Ysabel Flores

Noah David Fonck
University of California-Berkeley

Madeleine Antonia Tomiko Forrest

Chloe Anne Forssell
University of California-Berkeley

Harrison Hamer-Robert Forsyth
California State University-Northridge

Nathalie Franklin

George Emad Fransis

Jinan Bralyn Frazer

Claire Lee Freedman

Peyton Leigh Friedman
California State University-Fullerton

Maya Kiku Furukawa
Concordia University, Montreal

Makenna Carvalho Gaeta
University of California-Santa Barbara

Leo Benjamin Ganon
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Jackson David Gantos

Anyssa Jeanine Garcia

Emily Elena Garcia

Kevin Garcia

Marisol Garcia
California State University Channel Islands

Michelle Garcia
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Sabina Emiliana Garcia
Mills College

Silas Rodolfo Garcia-George

Ansel Joaquín Garcia-Langley
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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SAMOHI dsk
a r c h i t e c t s

Amazing to all of the

BEST WISHES FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE!

Congratulations

GRADUATES!2020

Abigail Juliet Geissler
Roosevelt University

Nick H. Ghaffarian

Aydin Francis Gillespie
University of California-Santa Cruz

Gina Ingrid Gobel

Michael Andrew Goldman
University of California-Santa Cruz

Noa Lily Goldsmith
University of California-Berkeley

Alexandra Dennise Gomez

Alexis Georgina Gomez

Ian Gomez

Isabella Ribeiro Gomez

Xiomara Guadalupe Gomez
Azusa Pacific University

Dylan Michael Gonzales

Kyle Adam Gonzales

Maximillian Kemna Gonzales
Pace University-New York

Ernesto Gonzalez
California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona

Fernando Alejandro Gonzalez

Josue Ivan Gonzalez
Santa Monica College

Maya Gonzalez
University of California-Santa Cruz

Pablo Gonzalez

Shyla Giselle Gonzalez

Maxim Gorin

Brianna Marie Gority
Santa Monica College

Olivia Manuele Gossett
Colorado College

David Angel Graciano

William Alexander Grant

Miles Thomas Gravelle
Los Angeles Valley College

Alexandra Carol Graves

Kiyono Julia Gray

Zoey Rose Grecco

Abigail Faith Green
Johnson & Wales University, Providence

Lanaisha Ziona Green

Willa Alyse Grifka
Scripps College

Akin Aidan Gruner Domic
University of Southern California

Emanuel  Guerra

Emma Guerrini Romano
Loyola Marymount University

Kyara Nychole Guidry

Laqota Drake Quent Detric Gunn
Santa Monica College

Jonathan Alexander Gutierrez
University of California-Irvine

Mason Elimar Hackmann
University of Chicago

Natnael Alem Hagos
University of Southern California

Imad Iqbal Hajidamji
Santa Monica College

Sabah  Hajidamji
University of California-Santa Cruz

Jason Taejun Hallal
Santa Monica College

William Owen Halpert
University of California-Berkeley

Guirguis Joseph Hanna

Andrew Mark Hanson
Whitman College

Naveen Haque

Juliet Rose Hayes
University of California-Davis

Yam Hefetz Shlanger
Santa Monica College

Arian Heidari

Marley Hanne Gene Heltai

Cara Jane Henaghen
Humboldt State University

Jonah Kai Henderson
Santa Monica College

Badi Vahid Hernandez
Santa Monica College

Diana  Hernandez
American University

Melissa Lizeth Hernandez
California State University-Northridge

Natalie Paola Hernandez

Stephanie Hernandez
University of California-Santa Cruz

Jonathan Isaac Herrador
University of California-Santa Cruz

Ryan Patrick Herron

Hartman Allister Hubert Hill
Santa Monica College

Thomas I. Hockaday

Noah Benjamin Holiber
Santa Monica College

Alysa Ann Hooks
Langston University

Beau Micheal Anthony Hopper
Santa Monica College

Viergela Mervilus Horwitz
Santa Monica College

Holly Grace Hudson
The University of Texas at Austin

Matthew M. Huizar

Henry K. Hume

Jacob Samuel Humphries
Santa Monica College

Grace E. Hunzicker
University of California-Berkeley

Ahin Symin Huq
Santa Monica College

Eleanor Liselotte Hutman
Wesleyan University

Carolyn Elisabeth Hwang

Stefano Thomas Ingargiola
University of Portland

Abel Isais

Shoshanah Carmela Israilevich
Cleveland Institute of Music

Madelyn Marie Iyotte

Avi  Jannol
Santa Monica College

Morgan Samuel Jarow
Santa Monica College

Jeronimo Alejandro Javier
California State University-Northridge

Casper Gravesen Jensen
Santa Monica College

Dylan Miguel Franklin Jerrett

Carson Jett
New York University

Rosalind Joyce Jewett
Barnard College

Feng Yi Ji
Middlebury College

Alexander David Jimenez
California State University-Northridge

Fernando  Jimenez
Santa Monica College

Abigail Arms Johnson
St Olaf College

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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University of Texas, El Paso (1)
St. Edward’s University (1)

Oklahoma State University (1)

Colorado College (1)
University of Colorado, Boulder (4)
Colorado State University (1)
Colorado School of Mines (1)

Brigham Young University (2)
Neumont College of 
Computer Science (1)

University of Arizona (2)
Northern Arizona University (1)
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (1)

University of Washington, Seattle (2)
Saint Martin’s University (1)
Whitman College (1)

Willamette University (1)
Reed College (2)
Lewis and 
Clark College (1)
Oregon State 
University (1)

     The Santa Monica High School Class of 2020

Goes to College!!

Stanford University (1)
University of California, Berkeley (13)
University of California, Davis (12)
University of California, Los Angeles (18)
University of California, Irvine (6)
University of California, Merced (1) 
University of California, Riverside (1)
University of California, Santa Barbara (9)
University of California, Santa Cruz (14)
University of California, San Diego (6)
University of Southern California (4)
University of Redlands (1)
CalArts (1)
Otis College of Art and Design (1)
Chapman University (2)
Biola University (1)
Loyola Marymount University (2)
Pepperdine University (1)
Mount Saint Mary’s University (1)
Vanguard University (1) 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo (9)
California Polytechnic State University, Pomona (3)
California State University, Bakersfield (2)
California State University, Channel Islands (2)
California State University, Dominguez Hills (2)
California State University, Fullerton (7)
California State University, Northridge (19)
California State University, Long Beach (2)
California State University, Los Angeles (3)
California State University, San Marcos (1)

Scripps College (1)
Occidental College (2)
Mills College (2)
Cuesta College (1)
Cypress College (1)
Humboldt State University (1)
Sacramento State University (1)
San Diego State University (2) 
San Francisco State University (2)
Los Angeles Valley College (1)
San Bernadino Valley College (1)
Santa Barbara City College (1)
El Camino College (1)
Santa Monica College (84)
Victor Valley College (1)
Los Angeles Trade Technical College (1)

University of Hawai’i at Manoa (1)

*This map reflects data collected by May 25, 2020 through a school-sanctioned Naviance survey of the entire twelfth grade

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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Brown University (2)

Wesleyan University (1)
Yale University (1)
Connecticut College (1)

Johns Hopkins University (1)
Goucher College (1)

Rutgers University (1)
New Jersey Tech (1)

Pennsylvania State University (2)
The University of the Arts, 
Philadelphia (1)

Middlebury College (1)

Columbia University (3)
Cornell University (2)

The New School (4)

Pace University (1)

University of 
Alabama (1)
Alabama A&M 
University (1) Spelman College (1)

Duke University (1)

Georgetown University (3)
George Washington University (1)
American University (1)

Marist College (1)

Syracuse University (1)

Haverford College (1)

University of Michigan (3)

Purdue University (1)
Indiana University (2)
DePauw University (1)

The University of Chicago (2)
DePaul University (1)
Roosevelt University (1)

Kenyon College (1)
Oberlin College (2)
Oberlin Conservatory (2)
Cleveland Institute 
of Music (1)

University of Wisconsin,
       Madison (1)

St. Olaf College (2)
Macalester College (1)

Tulane University (3)
Southeastern Louisiana University (1)

Oklahoma State University (1)

     The Santa Monica High School Class of 2020

Goes to College!!

INTERNATIONAL:
University of St. Andrews (2)
Unversidad de la Habana (1)

Concordia University (1)
École Polytechnique (1)

NYU- Shanghai (1)

Miami Dade College (1)
Florida State University (1)

Washington University
 in St. Louis (1)

Fordham University (2)

Middle Tennessee State
 University (1)

Parsons School of Design (1)

Barnard College (2)

The Culinary Institute of America (1)  

New York University (2)

Harvard University (1)

Tufts University (3)
Smith College (1)
Boston University (1)

MIT (1)
Amherst College (1)Boston Conservatory (2)

Wellesley College (1)

University of 
Massachusetts, 
Amherst (1)

Williams College (1)
Boston College (1)

Chelsea Seifer
Center Spread Editor

*This map reflects data collected by May 25, 2020 through a school-sanctioned Naviance survey of the entire twelfth grade

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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CONGRATULATIONS

ZELDA!
Breaking Grad

Magna Cum Awesome

Samo Class of 2020

The Rigberg family

Congratulates
Jonny and the entire 

SAMOHI class of 2020! 

Gear Vaughn Johnston-Freeman
San Francisco State University

Brady Allen Jones
Santa Monica College

Gavin Spenser Jones

Malachi Jones
The University of Arizona

Anouk Madelaine Jouffret
Barnard College

Natalia Laucella Jovovich
University of California-Los Angeles

Emile Kajotaite
Santa Monica College

Malia Margaret Kanan
Santa Monica College

Genia Rose Kapelonis
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Melia Reese Kaplan

Armani Kaquatosh
Santa Monica College

Vincent Karma
Santa Monica College

Caprice Ayalah Kashfian
Loyola Marymount University

Leo Taketo Kato
University of California-Irvine

Cameron Irene Keith
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Jack Arlen Kendall
New York University

Brianna May Kennedy
Santa Monica College

Jonathan Michael Kennedy

Weston Rose Kerekes
Yale University

Benjamin Boris Kessler
New York University

Laurence Tekeu Keungne
University of California-Los Angeles

Adam Khlaf
Santa Monica College

Gina Eunjin Kim

James Michael King
Santa Monica College

Samaiya Raynell Kirby
California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona

Kaitlyn Michelle Koch
Santa Monica College

Joshua Kong
University of California-Davis

Verit Kooanupong
California State University, Long Beach

Laszlo Gray Koroleff

Natalie Rose Krenik
DePaul University

Zoe Margaux Laclotte
Santa Monica College

Maya Tulum Lauer
Willamette University

Parker Lizbeth Lauer
University of California-Santa Barbara

Allison Ying Gee Lee
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

George Ming-Ren Lee
University of California, San Diego

Gregory Dennis Reichmann Lee
Tulane University of Louisiana

Lucas Town Lee
Oklahoma State University-Main Campus

Thatcher Ming-Deh Lee
Smith College

Elijah Vel LeMel-Caine

Sara Sonila Leppanen
University of California-Irvine

Beattie Cole Lesnick
Santa Monica College

Mia Rose Levenson
University of California-Santa Cruz

Kanan Myer Levin

Kira Mahryn Lewis

Jessica Raleigh Lieban
University of California, San Diego

Amberly Bridget Lin
Fordham University

Brooke Adira Lin
Fordham University

Vanessa Lin
University of California-Santa Barbara

Jenna Ariana Liss
University of California-Santa Cruz

Yvonne Liu
University of California-Berkeley

Ivor Alexis Lloyd

Angelica Marlene Lopez
California State University-Northridge

Brandon Jacob Lopez

David Josue Lopez
Santa Monica College

Erick Lopez
Santa Monica College

Franklin Alexander Lopez

Lizbeth Samantha Lopez
University of California-Davis

Noah Bradley Lopez
Santa Monica College

Victor Emmanuel Lopez

Diego Ramiro Lopez-Zubiri
University of California-Santa Cruz

Layth Saeed Lughod
University of California-Santa Barbara

Veronica Luis
Santa Monica College

Alex Antonio Luis Mendez
Santa Monica College

Ava May Bridget Lynch
Santa Monica College

Anna Elizabeth Lytz
Santa Monica College

Lourdes Maria Mack
Santa Monica College

Celeah Jade Macklin
Loyola Marymount University

Rachel Macwan

Weston Brewster MacWilliams

Aileen Esmeralda Magana
University of California-Berkeley

Hugo Chan Maida
University of California-Berkeley

Henry Maldonado
Santa Monica College

Rod Malek
Santa Monica College

Amelia Mardesich
University of California, San Diego

Benicio Daniel Marin
University of California-Davis

Jocelyn Genesis Marquez
Santa Monica College

Cambria Kylinn Martin
Pace University-New York

Nathan William Martin-Bourne

Nicholas James Martin-Bourne

Carolina Martinez
California State University-Northridge

Elizabeth Naomi Martinez
University of Pennsylvania

Freddie Antonio Martinez
Santa Monica College

Julian Cesar Martinez
California State University-Northridge

Sabrina Alexi Martinez

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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You've always been
willing to take on
challenges with a
smile.
We love you and
your boundless
spirit!

We love you,
Mom, Dad,
Maddy & Josh

CONGRATULATIONS LILY!

We're so
incredibly proud.

You make the world
a better place.

Love,
Beck, Ted and Steele

Congratulations

Eleanor!

Ulises Martinez Chavez
University of California, Merced

Flynn Joseph Mastrangelo
Santa Monica College

Kimberly Matias-Sernas
California State University-Northridge

Margaux Pete Maxon
Indiana University-Bloomington

Goliath Kiyoshi Maxwell
Santa Monica College

Tykia Leontie Maxwell
California State University-Northridge

Camryn Nicole McDaniel-Barnett
California State University-Northridge

Grace Craig McFalls
Oberlin Conservatory of Music

Casey Jean McHugh
University of California-Santa Cruz

Michael Zachary McLendon

Callum Joseph McNally
Santa Monica College

Paulina Alexis Medina
Santa Monica College

Alexa Medrano
California State University-Northridge

Blake Edward Meier
Los Angeles Pierce College

Abigail Ashley Melara
Santa Monica College

Kayla Irene Mendoza Dickerson
California State University-Northridge

Cydney Laren Merritt
Chapman University

Emily Taylor Meyer
Brigham Young University-Provo

Emmerson Grace Meyer
University of St Andrews

Spencer Macgregor Michaelson
Colorado State University-Fort Collins

Sarah Anne Michlin
California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona

Vaughn Vincent Mickshaw
Santa Monica College

Jacob James Miller
Loyola Marymount University

Samuel Berr Miller
Santa Monica College

Elnatan G. Misfen
Santa Monica College

Rahi Misra
Santa Monica College

Nova Lee Mittleman
Santa Monica College

Chantal Moawad
Brown University

Isaac Farrokh Modabber
Occidental College

Dylan Scott Momaday-Leight
Stanford University

Gabriel Adrian Monarrez
Santa Monica College

Etienne Montesinos
California Institute of the Arts

Eduardo Montoya
California State University-Northridge

Ginger Elisabeth Moore
Loyola Marymount University

Taya-Morgan Moore
Santa Monica College

Amy Morales
University of California-Riverside

Eduardo Daniel Morales
Cypress College

Leslie Julissa Morales
Santa Monica College

Gala Elysse Morales-Chaheme

Gillian Louise Ezed Morgan

Samuel Alexander Morgan

Shaun Patrick Morgan

Natalia Mariel Morones
California State University-Bakersfield

Christian Xavier Morris
Santa Monica College

Carolina Domingues Mourinho
University of Vermont

Gino Joseph Moya
Santa Monica College

Marie Hadiyah Muhammad
University of California, Merced

Indio Kairyu Mulholland

Taylor Leigh Mulholland
Santa Monica College

Hailey Laurice Mullenax
Santa Monica College

Isabela Murphy
Santa Monica College

Natalie Frances Murphy
Santa Monica College

Alexandra Muyshondt
University of Redlands

Tom Adam Naar
Santa Monica College

Alon Naiberg
Santa Monica College

Esteven Narvaez

Nasim I Nasimov

Ashley Lisseth Navarrete Rodriguez
Santa Monica College

Jonathan Joshua Navarro
Santa Monica College

Cynthia Daniela Navarro
University of California, Merced

Maxwell Brennan Nemoy
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

William Lucas Nemoy
Georgetown University

Ireland Mckenzie Neville
Georgetown University

Ava Juliet Nickman
University of California-Los Angeles

Kayla Valerie Nieto
California State University-Northridge

Ariunzul Ninjbadrakh
University of California-Davis

Spencer Nugent

Hunter Colgate Nurse
Arizona State University-Tempe

Daniela Obeso
University of California-Santa Cruz

John Colum O’Callahan
University of California-Santa Cruz

Rachael Adetutu Odebunmi
University of California-Los Angeles

Rina Okagaki
University of California, San Diego

Kimberly Gissele Olivares Lopez
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

Caio Cesar Oliveira Borges Do Couto

Zcjanin Ahn Ollesca
University of California-Berkeley

Jonathan Olmedo
El Camino College

John Taimin Om
California State University-Northridge

Roxy Le Ong
University of California, San Diego

Anthony Richard Oram

Oliver Orduna
University of California-Berkeley

Lestat Roosevelt Oriol
Santa Monica College

Alan Garett Orlov
University of California-Santa Barbara

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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Congratulations

-  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0  -

Love, Mom & Dad

ABBY!

Never easily impressed

A Samohi Viking who lives to serve his community.

From sharing talents and faith at St. Monica's 

Church, to helping the homeless at the Giving 

Spirit events, to working hard at Pavilions, we're 

so proud of the young man you've become. 

Congratulations

Keep Shining! Mom & Dad

Brady Jones

Tadeo Cain Ornelas
Santa Monica College

Lenin Jose Oropeza Hernandez
California State University-Monterey Bay

Alex Keith Orrala
University of California-Santa Cruz

Emanuel Ortiz
California State University-Northridge

Ian Stewart Osburn-Veach

Krystaleina Maya Oslapas
Saint Mary’s College of California

Karima Harvey Oumanchar
Otis College of Art and Design

Gabriela Anahi Ovalle Cerero
Santa Monica College

Alejandro Padilla

Azucena Palula
California State University, Long Beach

Donovan Langston Parks
Alabama A&M University

Kayla Lynn Patel
Tulane University of Louisiana

Roschard Albert Paticchio-Stein
Santa Monica College

Bryan Salam Paulis
Arizona State University-Tempe

Micah Rafael Payton
Tufts University

Ellis Pederson

Celeste Kai Penney
University of California-Los Angeles

Danielle Perez
Santa Monica College

Samantha Mary Anne Perez
Santa Monica College

Osiris Yeretzi Pérez Figueroa
Santa Monica College

Gilberto de Jesus Perez Martinez
Santa Monica College

Elizabeth Whitlow Pernoll
University of California-Davis

Gillian Lee Pernoll
Saint Edward’s University

Sierra Rose Petersen
Santa Monica College

Justin James Petrille
University of Southern California

Jack Ryan Phillips

Nicole Catherine Pineda

Juliana Renita Pinn

Jacob Bryant Presogna
Santa Monica College

Emma Claire Preston
University of California-Davis

Ohara Bree Price
University of California-Davis

Olivia H. Pritikin
University of California, San Diego

Vicente Puga
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Aidan Mark Robert Quinn
Santa Monica College

Sharon Quintero
California State University-Northridge

Maya Rabadi
Santa Monica College

Lily Nicole Rafat
University of California-Los Angeles

Nikolai Andres Ramalingam
University of California-Los Angeles

Olivia Kaylin Ramirez
Victor Valley College

Dannielle Precious Sharell Randall

Aneesa Jane Rappoport
Chapman University

Remi Isabella Rappoport
University of California-Davis

Ava Rastegarfar
California State University, Long Beach

Ella Jane Raziel
Occidental College

Iternite Indya Reed
Saint Martin’s University

Jordan Everton Reed

Cole Alan Blair Renshaw
University of California-Santa Cruz

Matthew Lawrence Reynolds
Santa Monica College

Dayshawn Richard

Ian Zander Richardson
Santa Monica College

Jonathan Albert Rigberg
Haverford College

Zander Maxwell Riley

Lauren Nicole Rintoul
Pennsylvania State University

Sofia Rivalta Popescu
University of California-Santa Barbara

Isaac Mauricio Rivas

Garrett Allan Roberts
University of California-Santa Barbara

Hayden Ferrari Roberts
University of California-Santa Barbara

Sebastian Isaac Rocha

Lily Rockwell
Colorado School of Mines

Carson Lynd Rodriguez
University of California-Santa Cruz

Daniel Flores Rodriguez
Santa Monica College

Mariana Cristela Rodriguez
Santa Monica College

Rose Gabrielle Rodriguez-Grammatico
Santa Monica College

Evie Jevine Rojas
Santa Monica College

Marco Antonio Rojas
California State University-Northridge

Destiny Ann Rojo
California State University, Dominguez 

Hills

Gabriella Anais Romo
West Los Angeles College

Roberto Ricardo Romo
Santa Monica College

Alannah Phree Ross
Spelman College

Jasmine Janna Rowland
University of California-Davis

Zeini Iraisa Ruiz
University of California, Merced

Daniel Zane Rushakoff
Santa Monica College

John-David François Russo
University of California, San Diego

Jasmine Teresa Ruvalcaba
University of California-Santa Cruz

Antonio Jesus Saba

Nonthakan Saengkaew

Mina Safaee Naeeni
University of California-Santa Cruz

Stephanie Marie Sakamoto
University of California-Los Angeles

Morris Salas

Monica Salazar-Jimenez
California State University-Fullerton

Zelda Callahan Saltzman
Kenyon College

Chelsey Daphne Samayoa

Marcus Kitson Sanai
Santa Monica College

Davis Alexander Sanchez
Santa Monica College

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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Karina Daniella Sanchez
Santa Monica College

Keila Sanchez Gomez
Santa Monica College

Kaia Imani Sanders
Loyola Marymount University

Iliana Sandoval
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Nestor Santiago
California State University-Northridge

Jhoana Belen Santiago Cruz
California State University-Fullerton

Angela Paola Santiago Sánchez
University of California, Merced

Sara Sarshar

Matthew Won Sahng Sasaki
University of California-Los Angeles

Samuel Won Jin Sasaki
Williams College

Rachel Tawny Satinover
University of California-Santa Barbara

Sawyer Grace Savage
University of California, San Diego

Aoife Alexandra Schenz
Boston Conservatory at Berklee

Claire Schmelzer
Oberlin College

Davian Jolie Schroer

Trent Paulson Schroer
University of Colorado Boulder

Francis Lee Schumann
University of California-Davis

Kane V. Schwengel

Nicole Seay
Santa Monica College

Chelsea Arin Krebs Seifer
University of Chicago

David Maurice Seizer
University of California-Santa Barbara

Ian Hassan Seklawi
University of California-Berkeley

Samalah Jasmine Seldon
Goucher College

Ava Senior
Syracuse University

Antonio Christopher Sercarz

Micha Sevenhuysen
University of California-Irvine

Anastasia Shakhidzhanova
Sciences Po - Columbia University Dual BA Program

William Daniel Shapiro
University of Colorado Boulder

Christine Alexandra Shimahara
University of California-Berkeley

Gloria Hannah Simon
The New School - All Divisions

Hanna Rose Skikne
University of California-Los Angeles

Owen Robert Slinger
University of Colorado Boulder

Bryce Camron Smith
California State University-Northridge

Jayla Monique Smith

Mylah McKayla Smith

Rashaud Ian Smith
U.S. Air Force

Anna Smolentseva
University of California-Los Angeles

Nicola Yvonne Smulovitz
University of California-Davis

Sydney C. Sobel
University of St Andrews

Lucas Alexander Soeth
Ecole Polytechnique

Sarah Ava Sorensen Ogata
Columbia University in the City of New York

Sofia Sosa Grijalva
California State University Channel Islands

Isabella Jeanny Soto
Boston University

Rocco Agostino Spano
Santa Monica College

Taylor Emma Spill
Tulane University of Louisiana

Benjamin Asher Spilo
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Sean Kuegar Stahl
University of California, San Diego

Lily Pauline Stern
Tufts University

Gabriel Marcelino Stixrude-Bertelloni
University of California, San Diego

Bria Abigail Stocker
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Tupelo Jade Sullivan
Columbia University in the City of New 

York

Sara  Takaoka
Santa Monica College

Tiffany Jazmin Tapia
California State University-Northridge

Jadyn Tyler Taylor

Elijah Dennis Teems

Samuel Maximillian Telanoff

Kedus Belay Tensay

Lily Rebeka Tenzer
Chapman University

Kalkidan Yirdaw Tessema

Kayden David Thomas
The University of Arizona

Jason Michael Thongpaithoon
University of California-Santa Cruz

Shanara Denay Thorne
California State University, Dominguez Hills

Christina R. Thorpe

Nathan Jon Thorson
Purdue University-Main Campus

Rosie Veronica Toro
California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona

Angel David Torres
California State University-Northridge

Giulia Faye Trevellin
Wellesley College

Kristeen Ynhi Truong
University of California-Irvine

Carmen Inga Tryggvadottir
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Sheila Vafa
Santa Monica College

Nicolas Pierre Vaillancourt
University of California-Santa Cruz

Adam Vaisman
Santa Monica College

Jazmin Valdez
Santa Monica College

Thomas Ian Valencia
The University of the Arts

Adam Joshua Vallejo

Oliver Vasquez
Santa Monica College

Gilberto Vasquez Jr.

Pearl Chaya Vaynman
University of California-Los Angeles

Sergio Isaiah Vega

Olivier Russell Tetsu Velde
University of California-Santa Barbara

Oskar Jorden Veloz
San Francisco State University

Lila Ann Victor
Oberlin College

Michael Vigman
University of California-Los Angeles

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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10% o� Your Total Bill
*Take photo to present to cahsier. Not Valid with any other discounts or promotions.

SANTA MONICA

VENICE MANCHESTER

915 Wilshire Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
310.451.0200

10401 Venice Blvd,
Culver City, CA 90034 
310.298.8327

7101 W. Manchester Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
310.670.8226

TA
KE

 P
HOTO AND SHOW

 IT

O

N YOUR PHONE

/BennysTacos bennystacos.com/bennystacos

Congratulations to the class of 2020!

Ilana Gabrielle Villa
University of California-Berkeley

Kelly Alexandra Villa
Santa Monica College

Jason Jossue Villalta

Nicolas Villaseñor

William Alexander Villegas-Mellein
Santa Monica College

Nathan Matthew Vincent
George Washington University

Peter David Voutsas

Dalia Nicole Wadsworth

Anan Zeleke Waktole
California State University-Fullerton

Sophie Mimosa Walker
University of California-Santa Cruz

Elsa Mei Wallace
University of Southern California

Emi Arvli Ward
University of California-Santa Cruz

Ava Jane Wasson
Georgetown University

Holly Joy Webb
California Institute of the Arts

Sarah Florence Weeks
DePauw University

Nathan Wade Wetmore
University of California-Los Angeles

Annalise May Wille
The University of Arizona

Kiana Madeline Williams
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Darren Dewayne Willis Jr.
Santa Monica College

Eleanor Beck Winterer
Amherst College

Dylan Cayne Choi Wolff

Lulu Nastassja Wolter

Yahimah Avanya Woodbury
University of Nevada-Las Vegas

Andrew Ellison Norton Wright
University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Colin Ching-Wen Wu
Cornell University

Spencer Riley Wynn
Santa Monica College

Rebecca Zeng Xu
University of California-Los Angeles

Anna Fumi Yakura
University of California-Los Angeles

Zealand Yancy

Janet Yi-Yang Yang
University of California-Berkeley

Savannah Faye Dupre Yassin
Indiana University-Bloomington

Anthony Angel Ybarra
Santa Monica College

Kanaris K. York

Jonathan Yuan
Oberlin Conservatory of Music

Abanob Zaky

Jonathan Zhang
University of California-Los Angeles

Dyllan J. Zhou
Johns Hopkins University

Ira Jacob Zimmerman
Macalester College

Cristina Zoldi
California State University-Los Angeles

Alexandra Lucia Zubieta
Reed College

Jacob Austin Zucker
Pennsylvania State University

Shayna Madison Zuckerbraun
Florida State University

Santa Monica High School 2020 Graduating Class

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020

Oh Samohi, dear old Samohi,
Queen of the setting sun,

For you we toil,
For you our banners fly,

We win for you when victory’s won

All hail to thee, Mighty Samohi,
Our Faith in the ne’er will fail,

For the love that we give
is they po’er to live, 
To thee, All Hail!

 Santa Monica High School Hymn Of Praise
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SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District of Los Angeles County (SMMUSD) will 
receive sealed bids from contractors holding a type “C-7”license, on the following: 
Bid #20.15.SMS.M – Districtwide Elementary School Security Camera Project 
at sites within both Santa Monica & Malibu. This scope of work is estimated to 
be between $2,300,000.00 - $2,500,000.00 and includes the installation of video 
surveillance cameras and all associated pathways, cabling and storage appliances 
for the expansion of the District’s existing video surveillance system and other 
associated improvements per bidding documents. All bids must be submitted 
electronically as per the instructions included in the bidding documents on or before 
6/23/2020 no later than 2:00 PM. To view the projects bidding documents, please 
visit ARC Southern California public plan room www.crplanwell.com and reference 
the project Bid #.

Prequalification Due Date & Instructions for Application Submission: All 
applications are due no later than 6/9/2020  - Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District has contracted with Colbi Technologies, Inc. to provide a web-based process 
for prequalification called QualityBidders.  To submit an application at no cost please 
visit www.qualitybidders.com.  Once you have been approved, you will receive an 
email indicating your approval expiration date and limit.  The Districts approved 
contractors listing can be obtained via the FIP website at http://fip.smmusd.org/
contractors.html.

Mandatory Job Walk:  No job walk will be conducted due to COVID-19 “Stay Safer 
at Home Orders”  

Electronic Bid Submittal Deadline: 6/23/2020 no later than 2:00pm

Any further questions or clarifications to this bidding opportunity, please contact 
Sheere Bishop at smbishop@smmusd.org directly. 

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020

office (310) 458-7737

Superintendent’s Message to the Class of 2020
DR. BEN DRATI
SMMUSD Superintendent

The year 2020 will go down in history as 
an unprecedented global pandemic that has 
upended life for millions of people in the 
world, including the Class of 2020. We had 
envisioned seniors going to prom, looking 
forward to Grad Nites, attending awards 
banquets, playing spring sports and sending 
out graduation invitations to friends and 
family.

Instead, you are stuck at home finishing 
off your senior year with distance learning 
and its challenges, the events you were 
looking forward to cancelled, postponed 
or re-envisioned. You may be filled with an 
uneasiness and uncertainty about what the 
next weeks, months and even years, may 
hold.

Class of 2020, my heart aches for you. I 
am so sorry that the final, joyous moments 
of your preschool-12 experience have been 
cut short by a worldwide pandemic. When 
you started your senior year back in August, 
none of us had any way of knowing that it 
would end so differently than years past, 
without the same traditions that all of us 
have experienced and celebrated.

Coronavirus would completely change 
life as we know it.

Even though the future is still 
undetermined, it still does not feel real 
that March 12 could have been your last 
day of high school, ever. We’ve heard the 

#OneMoreDay, and understand the desire to 
be together one more time. Some of you are 
mourning the loss of your senior year.

Many of you feel frustrated and upset and 
question why this is happening to you. Some 
of you are just eager to move on and begin 
the next chapter of your lives.

One thing I know for certain, is that 
during this difficult time, you have learned 
lessons that you will carry with you for the 
rest of your life. In speaking with many of 
you, you have shared some of the ways these 
lessons and life skills will serve you well in 
college, career and beyond.

Adapting to unexpected changes — Your 
life changed overnight. You had to adapt in 
so many ways: from the way you do school, 
to the way you interact with your friends, to 
the way you maintain your social, physical 
and emotional health. Since we know the 
only constant in life is change, the more you 
are equipped to deal with it, the better.

Working and learning remotely — Just 
as you are distance learning from home, 
many of your parents are working remotely 
from home as well. Working and learning 
remotely will increasingly become the 
norm in a post-coronavirus world. The 
independence and ownership that you are 
displaying will serve you well.

Managing your time — In college and 
adult life, there are many distractions, just 
as there are at home currently. How do you 
decide when to study versus going surfing 
or shopping with your friends? Sleep in or 

work out? Do your job and fit in homework, 
too? Time management is one of the most 
important life skills you can master as a 
young adult, and many of you are receiving 
a crash course in it right now.

Cherishing moments with your family 
— This unexpected time at home, for better 
or for worse, has increased the quality time 
you are spending with your family and loved 
ones. Make the most of it. Cherish every 
moment, as these moments will pass quickly 
as you grow older.

Learning new life skills — Some of you 
are taking the opportunity to learn new life 
skills during your extended time at home: 
cooking, cleaning, laundry, budgeting, home 
improvement work, home repairs, etc. As 
I like to say, some of the best learning can 
occur outside of the classroom.

Becoming more resilient — Michelle 
Obama once said, “You should never view 
your challenges as a disadvantage. Instead, 
it’s important for you to understand that your 
experience facing and overcoming adversity 
is actually one of your biggest advantages.” 
You aredeveloping grit, resilience and 
determination as you struggle. Never forget 
that you are stronger for having experienced 
this moment in history together.

Learning the importance of community 
and giving back — I have heard many 
uplifting

stories about our SMMUSD students 
making a difference in our communities. 
Students have been making masks and other 

protective gear, helping needy families with 
food and necessities, providing words of 
encouragement and goodie bags to medical 
workers and more. All around us, young 
people are taking the lead in giving back to 
those in need. We appreciate your leadership, 
compassion and generous hearts.

As your superintendent, know that I am 
incredibly proud of you. We know there’s 
no substitute for the traditional year-end 
ceremonies, but we have had discussions 
with students, staff and parents who are all 
working hard to plan alternatives that honor 
you and all that you’ve accomplished.

Class of 2020, this pandemic has given 
all of us more of an appreciation for life and 
the simple things we once took for granted. 
Many of us are longing for that opportunity 
just to see our friends face-to-face one more 
time. This experience has bonded all of us 
together as a stronger school community. 
While coronavirus may have taken away 
several months of your senior year,

it can never take away the laughter, 
friendship and memories that you’ve made 
with your classmates, teachers and families 
over the past 13 years in SMMUSD.

Please connect with your school 
administration to learn how we are honoring 
and celebrating your graduation success.

Stay strong and know that your time at 
SMMUSD has prepared you for a brighter 
future. We wish you all the best in health and 
success in your future.



22 TUESDAY, JUNE 09, 2020 .COM

CONGRATULATIONS
MAYA!

LOVE MOM, DAD,  JADE AND OLIVE

Courtesy photo.
CELEBRATING SENIORS: The class of 2020 has experienced an extraordinary conclusion to 
their high school career. 

Like so many had before them, Samohi 
seniors came into the new academic year 
eager to make lasting memories with longtime 
friends before they had to say goodbye for 
what could be the final time.

During the school year, which turned out 
to be unlike any other before it, some students 
used what they had learned in class to build 
life-sized projects that would be seen in places 
like the Third Street Promenade by thousands 
of tourists, while others used their talents 

out of the classroom to find success in sports 
like football and wrestling during the Fall 
semester. 

No matter what academic or extracurricular 
activity they were working on — and there 
sure were a lot of them — the year was going 
well for most. But right as students began to 
prepare their plans and vacations for Spring 
Break, Covid-19 hit America and changed the 
lives of millions.

In early March, only a few days after 
the entire school rallied to support its girls 
basketball team’s playoff run, students were 
still unsure how serious the pandemic would 
shape up to be, but it was threatening enough 

to force district officials to dismiss all students 
from campus on Thursday, March 12.

They didn’t know it yet, but this would be 
the final time high school seniors would find 
themselves in class with their peers.

The distance learning format was an 
adjustment for all involved when school 
“returned,” but once students and their 
parents were able to get the background 
noises in-check, scholars adjusted in no 
time and soon found themselves discussing 
Shakespearean themes and preparing for 
Advanced Placement exams just as they were 
prior to the dismissal; albeit now from the 

comfort of their couches at home. 
To help students — some of who were not 

properly equipped to handle the rigors of 
learning outside the classroom — the board 
of education passed a resolution that called 
for letter grades to be based on student’s 
performance from assignments that were due 
Friday, March 13 — one day after students 
were dismissed due to Covid-19.

And today, dozens of Samohi graduates 
are preparing for their upcoming virtual 
graduation ceremony. Soon after, some will 
embark on adventures in countries overseas 
and others will look to make an impact in the 
community that raised them. 

No matter where they go, though, Samohi 
Principal Antonio Shelton said, Samohi 
scholars are vibrant, upbeat and strong-willed 

individuals who know how to band together 
when difficulties arise.

As a result, Shelton added, “I believe 
without a doubt that this class will use this 
difficult and unpredictable time as a growth 
opportunity… This pandemic will only make 
the Samohi Class of 2020 more powerful in 
their pursuits in life.”

The 2019-2020 school year has been anything but ordinary for students across the Westside, 
yet the local Vikings and their peers across California have still found ways to persevere.

NEW BEGINNINGS

SCHOOL DISMISSED

DISTANCE LEARNING

BIG PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

Extraordinary Times
Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020

Samohi students showcase diverse 
academic interests throughout the year

Samohi Seniors excelled in and out 
of the classroom this year with a variety of 
organizations recognizing the hard work of 
Santa Monica students. 

Students from Santa Monica High School, 
won the LA Surf Bowl, a regional ocean 
science academic competition that is part of the 
National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB). The LA 
Surf Bowl, which was hosted by the NASA Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, is part of a nationwide 
competition that tests students’ knowledge of 
ocean science disciplines through buzzer-style, 
multiple-choice questions and open-ended team 
challenge questions. The Santa Monica High 
School team placed second at the National 
Finals.

Samohi’s Team Marine was recognized for 
their 11-foot-tall art installation that helped 
the group secure first place in the international 
Bow Seat Marine Debris Creative Advocacy 
Competition and a prize of $5,000. Team 
Marine worked to advocate for a district wide 
sustainability plan and the installation, of  “Giant 
Plastic Bottle sculpture,” at the Third Street 
Promenade brought hundreds of residents and 
tourists to discuss Team Marine’s work and 
the issues associated with single-use plastics 
and solutions. The interactive structure was 
composed of more than 600 plastic bottles that 
were mainly sourced from a single classroom on 
the local high-school campus.

Santa Monica High School’s Distributive 
Education Clubs of America, or DECA, 
chapter had students place first in a districtwide 
conference that occurred in Anaheim.

The goal of DECA is to integrate academic 
business learning to applied situations, so, the 
students use their extra-curricular time to discuss 
different principles of economics like supply 
demand and marketing terms. At competitions 
participating members are given an exam and 
a possible workplace problem that could arise 
on an average day. Members present how they 
would go about solving the problem to a panel 
comprised of real-world business owners and 
professionals.

Local Santa Monica students were 
recognized during the Human Rights Educators 
USA special Youth Engagement Recognition. 
Students were included in the recognition on 
International Human Rights Day as a result of 
their participation in the Human Rights Watch’s 
LA-based Student Task Force. Celebrating its 
20th anniversary this year, the youth leadership-
training program, which engages high school 
students and educators from the Los Angeles 
area and empowers them to advocate for human 
rights issues, has many different chapters spread 
throughout public and private campuses in 
Southern California. Samohi’s chapter invited 
Human Rights Watch’s Tamar Chafets to host a 
presentation that discussed youth homelessness 
and some resources that are available to students 
experiencing a similar situation, and the chapter 
worked on an initiative that would allow senior 
students to donate school supplies they no longer 
need so less fortunate children would no longer 
have to worry about finding the funds to cover 
the often pricey purchases every school year.
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LIBRARY LOVERS UNITE!

80% LESS58% LESS

64% LESS FEWER

With a 43% reduction in funding ($5.7 million cut from its $13.2 million budget), 

the Santa Monica Public Library will look drastically different.

Maintaining services to youth
and families will be difficult with
only 2 of 10 Youth Services
Librarians remaining.

SERVICE

75%

STAFF

ACCESS PROGRAMS

BECOME A FRIEND         friendsofsmpl.org

Less in-person support for library
account management, reference,
and resource assistance at
service desks.

Hours of operation reduced from
259 hours per week at 5 locations
to 93 hours per week at 3
locations.

Reduced neighborhood
focused programs for 
youth, families, literacy, 
and senior services.

Let City Council know you support the restoration of $3 million in funding 
so the Library can reopen all five branches, five days a week 

and retain Youth Services Librarians.

We need your support and public comments to encourage a budget change. 
Email councilmtgitems@smgov.net by 2:00 pm on Tuesday, June 9.  

Congratulations
to the class of 2020!

smdp.com

GO VIKINGS!

JON KEAN
SMMUSD Board Of Education

When Charles Dickens penned “It was 
the best of times, it was the worst of times” 
he could’ve been describing the spring of 
2020…if he chose to undersell it. Graduates of 
Santa Monica High School and Olympic High 
School, you are living through unprecedented 
times. And while we all feel the deep sense 
of loss for the rewards that you should have 
reaped, we realize that through this time of 
virus mandated quarantines and the vast 

social unrest that has gripped our nation, 
you have become a truly unique cohort of 
students. No graduating class in the past 
century has faced what you have. But you will 
not be defined by what you lived through. You 
will be defined by what you do next.

The world is hurting: socially, economically, 
environmentally. morally, even physically. We 
are a people in need of healing. And you will 
be the leaders of this recovery. You have grown 
from kids negotiating “slicey” and “waterfall” 
rules on elementary yard handball courts to 
young adults advocating for yourselves and 

future generations. You were ready for your 
next steps before the chaos of Spring 2020 and 
if anything you are even more determined 
and prepared now.

Your community is exceedingly proud of 
you and your resiliency. We anxiously await 
your accomplishments as citizens of this 
world. To go back to Mr. Dickens: “It was the 
season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope”. 
You are our hope. You are our future. Go out 
and grab it, make your mark knowing that 
you will always have a home here in Santa 
Monica.

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020

Letter from the Board Of Education

Letter from the Santa Monica Mayor

Courtesy photo
Jon Kean SMMUSD Board Of Education 
President. 

Courtesy photo
Kevin McKeown Mayor from Santa Monica.

MAYOR KEVIN MCKEOWN
City of Santa Monica

Congratulations, Santa Monica High 
School Class of 2020!  Our City of Santa 
Monica is particularly proud of you, because 
you’ve made it to graduation despite obstacles 
previous classes never had to overcome.

At the same time we join your parents, 
families, and friends in expressing pride in 
your accomplishments, we acknowledge that 
these last months were not easy, and that you 
may feel you missed some of the rewards for 
your years of study and work.

Samohi has long been a haven of stability 
and certainty.  I worked at Samohi for 25 
years, and know well the familiar rhythms 

of class bells, extra-curriculars, and social 
events.  The loss of all that to the coronavirus 
pandemic was unfairly difficult for you in the 
second half of your senior year.

On this day, most years, I’d be at the Greek 
Amphitheater to watch each of you get your 
diploma in person.  We’re both missing that 
experience, as are your parents and families.  
Yet our entire community rises up together to 
honor and salute the Class of 2020.

High school friendships were hard-won 
when you came into Samohi as a freshman 
class, but now as seniors you know the value 
of those bonds with classmates you can count 
on no matter what.  Having to be apart during 
the final weeks of your senior year, which 
you long anticipated spending together, has 

to have been a constant heartache.  The good 
news is that high school friendships can last a 
lifetime, and yours are just beginning.

Today you graduate from Samohi as the 
most distinguished class our community has 
ever seen, distinguished by a remarkable extra 
level of flexibility and commitment.  

You may feel you got a raw deal, but you 
got something more important.  You got a 
chance to show what you’re made of.  You 
got a chance to show your strength, and your 
resiliency.  You’ve made us even prouder of 
you!

The predictable regularity of high school 
isn’t the only kind of education.  Too often, 
life gives the test before offering the lesson.  
You have been tested by circumstances, you 

have shown your ability to deal with life on 
life’s terms, and you’ve not only passed the 
test but you’ve done so with flying colors 

of Samohi blue and gold.  Congratulations, 
Vikings!



Paid for by Santa Monica Firefighters Association PAC ID: 903126

The Santa Monica Firefighters want to
congratulate the

on a job well done.

We eagerly await your future leadership and
the many accomplishments ahead for you.

Samohi
Class of 2020
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Congratulations
Magnifique JD! 

Boldly go where no one
has gone before!

- CLASS OF 2020 -

Congratulations Laqota Gunn! We are so proud of you and 
your roles in the SAMO Musicals, Elvis performances, and 

just being you!

CLASS OF 2020 

Love always,
Mom, Emily, Amy, Lizzie and David

We are looking forward to your wonderful future! We love you! 

Congrats to Samohi’s 
Sports Teams 

Girls Soccer Team
With a regular season record of 14-6, Santa Monica High School’s girls soccer team finished 
the year Ocean League champions. They enjoyed home field advantage in the CIF Southern 
Section Division 3 playoffs and held a double-digit winning streak for most of this season’s 
campaign. After the season, California Interscholastic Federation officials named Samohi 
senior Giulia Trevellin the Ocean League MVP.

Girls Basketball Team
Following a victory over El Segundo High School, Samohi’s girls basketball team finished its 
Ocean league season undefeated in the division and headed into the playoffs ranked number 
1 in the Southern Section Division 3AA Girls Basketball Rankings. With their respectable 
overall record of 21 wins and 7 losses, players said they hoped to make a deep push in the CIF 
playoffs earlier this Spring. Players’ dreams would come true as they dismantled opponent 
after opponent with stifling defense and energy. The Vikings eventually finished the year as 
the CIF State Division 2 Southern Region Runner Up and came one game shy of the state 
championship. 

Boys Football Team
For the first time in more than half-a-decade, the Santa Monica High School football team 
hosted a home playoff game when it reached the second round of the CIF Southern Section 
Division 11 football playoffs this year. 
Led by seniors Cody Bell, Donovan Parks, Kayden Thomas and Anthony Arnou, Samohi’s six 
regular season wins were good enough to secure the team’s first playoff appearance in football 
since 2014.

Boys Basketball Team
The Samohi boys basketball team finished the year Ocean League champions with a 18-10 
record, which propelled them to the CIF Division 2AA Boys Basketball playoffs. The team 
would lose by 3 points in the first round, but senior standout Quincy Hilaire-McGriff hopes to 
continue his career on the hardwood in college. 

Track & Field
The Track & Field team had 5 Valedictorian candidates  on the team and secured a number 
of Samohi Senior Award Honors this year; and we haven’t even mentioned how they excelled 
on the track.

Girls Water Polo
The Girls Water Polo team kept a cool head in the pool at all times this year en route to an 
Ocean League championship and the CIF Division 3 playoffs. 
With their Letters of Intent signed, seniors Quincy Hilaire-McGriff, Iternite Reed and Chantal 
Moawad will soon be heading the University of Texas El Paso, Saint Martin’s University and 
Brown University, respectively, to showcase their skills on the hardwood, while Donovan Parks 
and Anthony Arnou intend to head south to Alabama A&M University and the University of 
San Diego to continue their careers in football.

The community also hopes all of the seniors who had their careers cut short by Covid-19 
continue to strive because you will be successful!

Courtesy photos
TEAMS: It was a good year for the Santa Monica High School sporting community.

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020
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Olympic High School celebrates 30 graduates

Celebrating Samohi’s Class of 2020

Olympic High School will have 30 students graduate this year. There will be 23 students completing their studies this month and an additional seven finishing by the end of the summer. 

Photo courtesy.
OLYMPIC HIGH: Newly refreshed, this High School is a great example of student resilience. 

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

Santa Monica’s Olympic High School will 
also celebrate graduation this year. Olympic 
students will participate in a contactless 
graduation caravan on June 9 with students 
and their families celebrating from their 
cars. The graduates have been invited to 
park on the school grounds and when they 
hear their name, the students exited the 

car and walked a lap around the vehicle to 
honks, headlight flashes and other in-car 
celebrations. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 
We are very proud of the resilience and 

tenacity of our seniors!
The worldwide Covid–19 pandemic has 

denied them the mythical Senior Spring, 
Spring Break, Prom and Grad night. Now 
because of the failure of American society, 

they have been brutally reminded, again 
and again, that some lives matter more 
than others. But these Olympic seniors are 
coming up, as it were, at the right time. 
While there is much adversity and injustice 
in the world, many of our students have 
already fought those challenges first hand. 
They have lived that which many of us 
know nothing about. They have seen what 
we have not seen, and still they rise!

With their knowledge and experience 

we hope that as they enter Adulthood, they 
will help transform our nation into one that 
lives up to the promises made to its citizens. 
We will be here to support them for as long 
as they need us.

ACTA NON VERBA.

Thank you,
Anthony Fuller M.A., M.Ed.
Principal, Olympic High School

Wednesday Weber
Fayth Turner-Black

Colin Flannery
Gian Gladous
Adam Wilbur

Elijah Christian
Maya Rudolph

Jessie Ordaz
Bilal Zaidi

Wysdom Turner-Black

Elena Bonett
Elliot Clarke

Rikki Esquivel
Harper Fish

Cameryn Johnson
David KJenner-Love

Gabriel Marinez
Natalie Miles (summer)

Arthur Moore
Isaac Rico (summer)

Anjelina Tirado
Angel Vera

Deion Braxton 
Anthony Castillo

James Moore
Hayden Signoretti

Yaremi Baza
Jonathan Kennedy

Kanaris York
Giselle Becerra Garcia



28 TUESDAY, JUNE 09, 2020 .COM

We invite you to hear, read, remember, and heed 
the recent words of former President Barack Obama, 
excerpted here:
 
"Your graduation marks your passage into adulthood — 
the time when you begin to take charge of your own life. 
 
It’s when you get to decide what’s important to you...
the values you want to live by.
 
Doing what feels good, what’s convenient, what’s easy — that’s how little kids think.
Unfortunately, a lot of so-called grown-ups, including some with fancy titles and important
jobs, still think that way — which is why things are so screwed up.
 
So be alive to one another’s struggles. Stand up for one another’s rights. Leave behind
all the old ways of thinking that divide us — sexism, racial prejudice, status, greed — and set
the world on a different path."
 

Sincerity in speaking the truth, even when unpopular

Maturity to lead in opposing what you know is wrong

Honor to live by your principles, in both word and deed

Service to those in your community who are most vulnerable to abuses of power

 

 

 

 

 
--Your friends and neighbors at Santa Monicans for Democracy

santamonicansfordemocracy.org

CONGRATULATIONS 
SAMOHI CLASS OF 2020!

Santa Monicans for Democracy Steering Committee Chair: Craig R. Miller, Resident of Ocean Park since 1983

"SINCERITY, MATURITY, HONOR, AND SERVICE"
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CONGRATULATIONS 

GRADUATES!
  

This ad is underwritten through a partnership with the SMDP.

To our Ed Foundation donors, thank 
you for your commitment to all 
Santa Monica’s students. Your gifts 
directly fund the enriched education 
that launches our students to bright 
futures and develops the leaders 
of tomorrow. 

To the graduates of 2020, we are proud of you! Know that your entire community 
is wishing you the best today. You have accomplished so much and we know 
graduation will be just one of many moments of success for you. Keep growing, 
learning and working to positively contribute to your communities.

Samohi Class of 2020



 
Avoid crowded spaces > RIDE BICYCLES

STAY HEALTHY, RIDE A BIKE

Do not use public transit >  RIDE BICYCLES
Expose yourself to sunshine >  RIDE BICYCLES
Avoid recirculated air >  RIDE BICYCLES
Boost immunity with fresh air >  RIDE BICYCLES

THE BIKE SHOP 
CALIFORNIA 

310.838.9644
pros@bikeshopsantamonica.com 

bikeshopcalifornia.com

THE BIKE SHOP 
SANTA MONICA 

2400 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.581.8014

sales@bikeshopsantamonica.com 
bikeshopsantamonica.com
Across from Urth Cafe

  

3770 Motor Avenue
 Angeles, CA 90034Los

Email 24/7 sales@BikeShopSantaMonica.com

OPEN DAILY 10AM-4PM
SAFE SPACE AT BACK DOOR

PICKUP AND DELIVERY!

CLASS OF 2020
Sponsored by
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Go Vikings!

SAMOHI  
CLASS OF 2020

CONGRATULATIONS

We know this has been a challenging year, and it is 
disappointing that graduation will be different than we 
had hoped and expected, but we are so proud of the 
class of 2020 and can’t wait to see what the future holds 

for every one of you!
-The Massetti Consulting Team 
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SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dr. Nancy Greenstein, Chair; Dr. Susan Aminoff, Vice Chair; Dr. Louise Jaffe; Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez; Rob Rader;  

Dr. Sion Roy; Barry A. Snell; Joshua Elizondo, Student Trustee; Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D., Superintendent/President
Santa Monica College | 1900 Pico Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405 | smc.edu

CONGRATULATIONS
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!

CLASS OF 2020
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