
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Santa Monica
was one of 70 cities worldwide
last week to commit to municipal
guidelines aimed at improving
sustainability efforts.

The Urban Environmental
Accords were signed by mayors
from around the world during the
United Nations World Environ-
ment Day Conference in San

Francisco, in which participating
cities pledged to make strides in
eco-friendly urban development.

Santa Monica Mayor Pam
O’Connor attended the event,
along with three city staff mem-
bers, and signed the accords. Staff
members said the city can expect
gains in its own sustainability
efforts as a result of attending the
conference.

The accords are not legally
binding, but they do offer 21 ways

cities can become “greener.” 
According to organizers, cities

that sign the accords are promising
to adopt three new policies each
year which provide economic
incentives for sustainable growth.

O’Connor said she was glad to
attend because cities are picking
up where federal governments are
failing on environmental grounds.

“It was quite energizing seeing

TalkToAliens.com began taking orders
in March, recording people’s mes-
sages at $3.99 per minute and beam-
ing them into space, aimed toward the
Milky Way by a huge parabolic dish
antenna in Connecticut on a relatively
accessible FM frequency. And in
December, German inventor Juergen
Broether introduced his “telephonic
angel” system (at about US$2,000),
which is a battery-operated, under-
ground loudspeaker that, buried at a
gravesite, allows someone to speak
into a microphone and have the mes-
sages amplified through the dirt to the
departed for up to a year on a single
battery charge.

Today is the 160th day of 2005.
There are 205 days left in the year. 

On June 9, A.D. 68, the Roman
Emperor Nero committed suicide.
In 1954, during the Senate-Army
Hearings, Army special counsel
Joseph N. Welch asked Sen. Joseph R.
McCarthy: “Have you no sense of
decency, sir?”
In 1870, author Charles Dickens died
in Godshill, England. 
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Back by popular demand...

In a bad mooood

Crill Hansen/Special to the Daily Press
PETA’s “Unhappy Cows Campaign” arrived in Santa Monica on Tuesday with protesters on the Promenade toting
graphic videos and 12-foot panels showing a day in the life of dairy cows.

SM signs on for greener pastures

By The Associated Press

PASADENA — Santa Monicans
ready for some football may have
to be content with watching from
afar a little longer, now that this
city’s bid to lure an NFL team to
the Rose Bowl has ended.

The development leaves the
Los Angeles Coliseum and a park-
ing lot in Anaheim as the lone
remaining candidates interested in
landing a team. 

Pasadena’s city council voted
5-1 to pursue a plan for the Rose
Bowl that doesn’t involve the
NFL. The vote came early Tues-
day after nearly seven hours of
debate in front of a standing-room
only crowd of about 200. 

Opponents of the NFL project,
including Mayor Bill Bogaard,
argued that a proposed $500 mil-
lion renovation of the Rose Bowl
would bring too much traffic, dis-
place park users from the Arroyo

Seco and threaten the historic sta-
tus of the 83-year-old stadium. 

The league has been considering
the Rose Bowl for three years. The
Los Angeles area has been without
an NFL team since the Rams left for
St. Louis and the Raiders returned to
Oakland in 1995. 

The council will now pursue a
different plan to secure the finan-
cial future of the Rose Bowl,
which supporters of the NFL plan
claim loses $2 million a year. The

city partly uses money generated
by the golf course adjacent to the
stadium to cover those losses. 

The NFL is also considering
the Los Angeles Coliseum and
Anaheim, but no decision is
expected before the league settles
collective bargaining and revenue
sharing matters. 

In May, Carson dropped out of
contention when city officials
decided to build a mall on its pro-
posed site. 

Bowled over: Pasadena is latest LA locale to drop NFL bid

Of ‘principle’
concern
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — By hook or by
crook, Santa Monica business-
es will likely be providing
more environmentally con-
scious products. That much
seems clear as the city blazes
out of the World Environment
Day conference.

On the one hand, city staff
members acknowledge the
need to provide better incen-
tives for businesses to provide
environmentally safe products.
At the same time, the “precau-
tionary principle” — defined as
actions in which protecting the
environment and human health
take precedence — may soon
be proposed to the City
Council. If adopted, more busi-
nesses may be encouraged to
prove their products are envi-
ronmentally safe. 

The theme of this year’s
gathering in San Francisco was
“Green Cities”, with the slogan
“Plan for the Planet.” The
United Nations-backed event
started June 1 and culminated
with World Environment Day
on June 5. More than 70 partic-
ipating cities worldwide traded
ideas on renewable energy,
recycling, public transporta-
tion, parks and clean air and
water. 

Brian Johnson, an environ-

See ACCORDS, page 8

See PRINCIPLE, page 8



ARIES (March 21-April 19
★★★ Don’t put more weight and respon-

sibility on your shoulders than you can handle.
Know that you can ask for help. Sharing a per-
sonal matter helps lighten your mood. Let go of a
problem. Tonight: Everything falls into place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20
★★★★★ Your way of presenting a prob-

lem could be a bit stiff or hard. Don’t be so criti-
cal of yourself, either. What starts out as a tough
situation could loosen up if you become less
judgmental. Tonight: Swap news with a pal.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20
★★ You feel as if someone is raiding your

finances. Could it be you? Perhaps you have
overextended yourself financially. Design a more
realistic budget with the help of someone you
admire and trust, at least with money. Tonight:
Look over your budget.

CANCER (June 21-July 22
★★★ No one is harder on you than your-

self. Try to loosen up and be more generous in
your perspective, like you are with others. You
might be the cause of your depression. List your
positives. Tonight: Do what you want to do.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22
★★ If you feel down or need to get away,

do just that — right now. You might not be in the
mood to deal with others, so don’t. Close your
door. You might need to do some hard thinking.
Opt for some much-needed solitude. Tonight:
Continue the low profile.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22
★★★★ Your determination helps you

zero in on what you want. You also might discov-
er that once you have achieved this goal, you
don’t want it after all. A new friend could be more
difficult than you’d anticipated. Tonight: Join a
friend.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22
★★★ Others make demands, and you

have no choice but to produce. You could feel the
weight of the world on your shoulders. Resist get-
ting down. Keep yourself even and direct. Others
need your leadership. Tonight: Turn in as early as
possible.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21
★★★★ You might not be able to get the

whole story or the big picture right now.
Understand that nothing key is being left out.
Don’t dwell on the negatives but on what you can
do or see. Detach if possible. Tonight: Play a
favorite piece of music.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21
★★★★ Someone you have counted on

through good and bad times might close down or,
at best, not be helpful right now. You might want
to rethink recent events and interchanges. Clear
up this situation as soon as possible. Tonight:
Hide out if you want.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19
★★★ You have no choice but to go along

with someone, as this person is too stubborn to
change his or her ideas, plans or decisions. Don’t
feel as if you are giving up your power. Let those
around you reveal their true colors. Tonight: Play
it easy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18
★★★ A situation you might not want to

discuss dominates your thinking and could
impact how you feel. Take your time if you don’t
feel like a whirlwind of energy. Slow but steady
works. Break early if you can. Tonight: Easy does
it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20
★★★★ You might not be as shiny or

upbeat as usual. Know when you are dull and
tired. Do only what you have to. Understand that
even you can have off days. Take your time and
don’t rush. Tonight: Touch base with a loved one.
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Easy does it, Aquarius
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Thinking
about

Bankruptcy?

New bankruptcy regulations will take effect in the next six
months. These new laws will effectively shut the door to many in
need of Chapter Seven Bankruptcy protection. If Bankruptcy is
the right chose for you don’t get shut out.

Call Today For A Free Consultation

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.453.8320

Get the facts now...before it’s too late!
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& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310-806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com Christina S. Porter

Vice President
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Sunset Grill
A  C O N T I N E N T A L  C A F E

F O O D  T O  G O  •  D E L I V E R Y  •  D I N E  I N

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R

Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays
1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Great Spot for Lunch
Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

“THE SUNSET GRILL EVOKES MEMORIES OF CHARMING
PARISIAN CAFES” — ENTERTAINMENT TODAY

Come try our salmon burgers, fresh roasted
turkey, curried chicken salad, rice pudding,

home made vegitarian lasagna.
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

61°

Next week the City Council will con-
sider a proposal that would provide a lim-
ited number of parking permits to employ-
ees of businesses adjacent to certain resi-
dential preferential parking zones.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Do you think preferential parking per-
mits, traditionally only granted to resi-

dents of a neighborhood, should be
extended to employees who work near-
by? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the
weekend edition. Please try to limit your com-
ments to a minute or less. It might help to think
first about the wording of your response.

South-facing breaks are doing best with waist- to chest-
high sets. West-facing breaks are seeing peaky sets in the
waist-high + range, chest-high + on occasional sets at
standout spots. On Thursday, look for the SW to back off to
knee to waist, and the NW wind swell is expected to keep
some waist- to chest-high energy around west-facing
breaks. 

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 8:19 -0.8 7:42 2.9 12:30 5.8 3:36 3.8

SUNDAY 9:22 -0.5 9:33 2.7 1:41 5.2 4:35 4.1

MONDAY 10:20 -0.2 11:10 2.1 3:06 4.6 5:23 4.6

TUESDAY 11:13 0.2 12:24 1.4 11:13 0.2 12:24 1.4

WEDNESDAY 12:24 1.4 11:59 0.7 6:00 3.9 6:39 5.5

THURSDAY 1:22 0.6 12:41 1.1 7:13 3.8 7:13 5.9

FRIDAY 2:18 0.9 1:17 0.9 8:09 3.4 7:45 5.2

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

*Not valid Father’s Day, June 19

Fledgling Eagles flying high
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica’s Boy Scouts of America are about to receive some new wings to
the flock.

On Sunday, June 12, Santa Monica’s Boy Scouts of America Troop 2 will con-
fer the rank of Eagle Scout to five of its members. The newest Eagles are:  Max
Jordan (Santa Monica High School, Class of 2006), Trevor White (Santa Monica
High School, Class of ‘06), Robert Winthrop (Santa Monica High School, Class of
‘06), Teo Van Runkle  (Windward School, Class of ‘06) and  Isaac Yerushalmi
(Santa Monica High School, Class of ‘05).                  

In their 58-year history, Troop 2 has graduated 241 Eagle Scouts, saved at least
56 lives, and represented the region at national and international events.

New UC Regent an Island onto himself
By Daily Press staff

A Santa Monican is joining the ranks of the UC Regents.
Eddie Island, 61, of Santa Monica, has been appointed to the Regents of the

University of California. Prior to his retirement in 1998, Island served as vice pres-
ident and associate general counsel for McDonnell-Douglas Corporation where he
led the law, intellectual property and governmental affairs departments throughout
his tenure. Previously, he served as assistant general counsel for the Pacific
Enterprises Corporation for 24 years, where he handled issues related to both state
and federal regulatory law. Island’s experience also includes service as a member
and treasurer of the California Science Center Board and chairman of the
McDonnell-Douglas Corporation Employees Community Fund. He earned a Juris
Doctorate degree from Harvard Law School. This position requires Senate confir-
mation and there is no salary. Island is registered decline-to-state. 

Elks receive exalted accolades
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Elks received a Presidential Plaque for being the Outstanding
Lodge in the South Central Coast District. This is based on participating in required
and recommended activities and programs. The Santa Monica Elks conducted
Americanism programs  which includes Memorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July,
Veterans Day, and programs for veterans; youth activities such as hoop shoot, soc-
cer shoot, drug awareness, scholarships, and a Christmas party for under-privileged
children and innovative projects, officials say.

John Sunberg, past district deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, who recently celebrated
his 97th birthday, also received a Presidential Plaque. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Congratulations to Dane Swanson, this week’s Mystery Photo win-
ner. Dane was the first respondent to identify that this shot was
taken of a mural on Main Street’s Star Liquor building. Dane has
won a gift certificate to Over/Under Sports Bar and Grill. Look for
next week’s Mystery Photo in Monday’s edition.
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Columnists need some fresh ideas
Editor:

In regards to Ron Scott Smith’s column “A sad day in America as soul fades to
black,” (Thursday, June 2) poll after poll shows that the majority of the people in
the Armed Forces are there because they believe the cause of freedom for the Iraqis
is a worthy one. Yet, in his Memorial Day column he shamelessly manipulates the
deaths to promote his own personal anti-Bush agenda. That couldn’t be more dis-
honorable to those who gave their lives. 

If he really wants to honor those who died, then respect their viewpoint and prop-
erly present the cause in which these people heroically, courageously and willingly
gave their lives. Week after week, Smith rails against Bush and rails against reli-
gion. We’ve got it. Does he have anything else to say?

If not, let’s all agree to save some trees and either cut Smith’s column, or at least
combine it with Ed Silverstein’s “Incites” since they both say the exact same tired
things over and over anyway.

Eric Cooper
Santa Monica

Plenty of Americans are in the pits, too
Editor:

I was just reading an article about Brad Pitt’s humanitarian efforts in Africa and
how many people died that day. They do in America, too.

People need to wake up and look around them. There’s poverty in every city, and
more so in small towns. Why don’t humanitarian-celebrities stay in America and go to
places such as Appalachia if they want to do some good? Why do they feel they have
to go to other countries? Because it sounds “exotic”? In Appalachia, children starve,
families live in trailers or shacks with missing roofs, so when it rains and snows, it rains
and snows right in on top of them. People use outhouses or crouch in the bushes.  

Regarding how people die, I can’t give exact figures because I’m not there to see
it, nor count it. I know a lot of senior citizens in Los Angeles who barely exist on
$400 a month. They look forward to dying for relief from their lives.

I think celebrities should offer to take care of fellow Americans first, especially
the senior citizens, instead of making a Band-Aid effort of trying to save people in
foreign countries. Those people could only be helped by totally changing their lives.

I have no doubt that Mr. Pitt is kind, but I think that a lot of celebrities run away
from life’s sadness (hunger, poverty, unemployment) right here in the USA.  What’s
wrong with helping Americans?

Cheryl Erb 
Santa Monica

Sobering thoughts for city officials
To the Editor:

The other day, as I was walking with my son through Palisades Park, my son indi-
cated that he needed to use the restroom. We went to one of the cinderblock and wire-
mesh constructions located at the California Avenue end of the park. As I opened the
steel door to the cubicle, my son and I both took in the sight of a smelly, absolutely
filthy, grime-covered individual seated on the commode, clutching in his hand a can
of what looked like very potent brew. This citizen looked to be comatose at this point.

My son looked up at me and said “It’s a bum, isn’t it dad?” To which I could only
reply, somewhat sorrowfully, “Yeah, it’s a bum, Chris.”

This city desperately needs the proposed “sobering center”, as well as an influ-
ential, energetic and well-connected “homeless czar” to do some muscular coordi-
nating of available resources, as well as to tap into other potential sources of sup-
port. Coordinated resources can be a powerful means to address the chronic social
tragedy of markedly disabled and dysfunctional human beings living miserable lives
in our midst.

Sterling Walters
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ron Scott Smith is on vacation. The
following column appeared in the SMDP
in July of 2002. 

It’s in the house. And I don’t know
how to get rid of it. 

I had the doors and windows locked,
but it crept in and I can’t get rid of it. 

I hear it when I use the phone, see it
when I watch the TV, taste it in the medi-
cine I take for a cold. And I smell it every-
where- nasty fumes left behind as the
American cash cow rides off into a hole in
the sunset.

Smells like corporate spirit.
____________________

Here are some checks I wrote this
week. Paid to the order of:

•  WorldCom — (phone bill) —
biggest bookkeeping deception in history;
$3.8 billion fraud; stock shares selling for
pennies; 17,000 workers laid off; hits
home in lousy service with bogus charges
on every bill. Busted.

•  Adelphia —  (cable bill) — $241
million taken from company funds to pay
CEO’s personal loans; stocks down 70%;
mayor seeks to boot them out of L.A.; hits
home in stupid, unwanted pop-up ads
appearing every time you change chan-
nels, generating all the more revenue to
hide away off-shore. Busted.

•  Rite Aid — (cold medicine) — over-
stated income by billions; company com-
puters allegedly thrown into the
Susquehanna River, destroying evidence
of vast fraud; indicted executive says-
“they’ll need a Trident sub to find those
computers”; hits home when they could-
n’t find my prescription, either. Busted.

•  Martha Stewart — (non-stick frying
pan and crock pot) — empire crumbling
after it’s revealed she sold millions in
drug stocks just before they crashed,
based on inside advice from her good
buddy, the CEO; some sucker somewhere
bought those shares from her; hits home
when eggs stick to supposed non-stick

frying pan. Busted.
•  Enron — via So Cal Edison- (electric

bill) – Edison residential rates still inflat-
ed so as to pay off debts incurred when
SCE bought fake electricity from Enron
snake oil salesmen; hits home-phony
rolling blackouts mean hot days and dark
nights during 2001 power outages.
Busted.

____________________

Every one of those checks was deposit-
ed into corporate mega-accounts, every
one of whose top cats are facing prison for
stealing from you and me in broad day-
light. It’s now 10 o’clock at night. Do you
know where your 401 K plan is? 

That color code thing dreamed up by
the White House to give us easy visual
distinctions between the various levels of
terror we’re alerted to from day to day-
let’s get one of those going to rate the level
of corporate greed that routinely pillages
workforces and smalltime investors all
across this land. For instance, say, when
Qwest and Dynegy are soon finished
cooking their books into ash, and are about
to go bankrupt as their leaders take all the
money and run — beware — you are now
entering code blue or something similarly
cool like that White House thing. 

The guy who lives there, the President
speaks in the angriest tones he can muster,
but his heart isn’t in this battle. He may be
distracted by preparing to fight his own
battle over alleged financial shenanigans
while wearing his corporate mogul hat in
Texas, where he seemed to run every
business he had a hand in into the ground.
He lashes out about executives being held
more accountable for the accuracy of their
balance sheets. You go, sir.

____________________

He knows, as we all do. It’s the system,
stupid. Dogs will be dogs, and, if
unleashed, will run wild through the halls
of unregulated capitalism, chewing up
everything in sight.

Now if I can just get them out of the
house before I get mauled.

(Ron Scott Smith can be reached at
edgeofthewest@aol.com. Read more
blasts from the past at  www.smdp.com;
go to archives, click on most any
Thursday edition.)

Dogs will be dogs:
It’s the system, stupid

NEWS ON
THE EDGE
BY RON SCOTT SMITH
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to editing for space and content.



Almost every working person in
America is, in some way, planning for
retirement. Most of us are aware that tra-
ditional sources of retirement income,
such as Social Security or an employer-
sponsored pension, probably will not fully
fund our retirement as they did for past
generations. More and more it is up to us
to prepare financially for our retirement
years.  

As we build our personal retirement
assets, we generally estimate our needs
based on the cost of our expected or
desired retirement lifestyle, the current
outlook for inflation, what we can cur-
rently afford to save and our estimated life
expectancy.

This seems reasonable, but what if one
or more of these factors prove to be other
than anticipated and the money doesn’t
last? People are living longer today, and
it’s especially necessary to plan for the
possibility of a longer life span. What if
you run out of retirement savings at age
85 and live 10 or 20 more years?

ANNUITIZATION MAY HELP 
Ensuring that retirement savings last

long enough is where annuitization comes
in.  Annuitization, available through
insurance contracts called annuities, guar-
antees the annuity owner income pay-
ments for a pre-defined period of time,
typically ranging from as short as five
years to as long as the lifetime of the
owner and his or her spouse.
Additionally, many financial advisers
consider this an excellent method of
building future income because annuities
are tax-advantaged investments — that is,
their assets grow on a tax-deferred basis
during what is called the initial “accumu-
lation phase.” 

How does an investor fund annuitiza-
tion? First, assets are invested and built up
for a number of years in an annuity, dur-
ing the accumulation phase.  As a hypo-
thetical example, a man who is currently
55 years old places assets into an annuity
to begin the accumulation phase.  When
he turns 75, he will decide for how long
he wishes to receive payments and “annu-
itize” his annuity contract. Thus, he will
begin his “income phase” of the contract
and start receiving a check every month.

If he elects a lifetime payout, he will
receive checks for the rest of his life,
regardless of how long he lives.

How assets build during the accumula-
tion phase depends on which annuity you
purchase.

There are many types of annuities from
which to choose.  Some annuities (fixed
annuities) guarantee a fixed rate of return,
while others (variable annuities) offer
professionally managed portfolios that
usually invest in the stock market. Most
variable annuities provide a range of fea-
tures and benefits, including provisions
for your heirs in the event of your death.
(Variable annuities are sold by prospectus
only. Read the prospectus carefully before
investing.) 

All offer the advantage of tax deferral
on investment earnings which, over the
long term, can represent a significant
increase in value over investments with
earnings subject to annual taxes. As with
other investments, diversifying assets can
provide a desirable mix of liquidity, sta-
bility, lifetime income and opportunity for
growth. It is best to talk with an invest-
ment professional to learn what choices
might suit your individual circumstances.

In the end, one of the greatest advan-
tages of annuitization is that you do not
have to know in advance how long you
will require income.  Therefore, you can
rest a little easier knowing that you’ll
have at least one source of ongoing
income throughout your retirement
years.

This article does not constitute tax or
legal advice.  Consult your tax or legal
advisor before making any tax- or legally-
related investment decisions. This article
is published for general informational
purposes only and is not an offer or solic-
itation to sell or buy any securities or
commodities. Any particular investment
should be analyzed based on its terms and
risks as they relate to your individual cir-
cumstances and objectives.

Variable annuities are long-term
investment vehicles designed for retire-
ment purposes and are subject to market
fluctuation, investment risk, and possible
loss of principal.

Variable annuities are offered by
prospectus only.  The prospectus contains
complete details on features, benefits,
risks and expenses.  Read the prospectus
carefully prior to investing.

(Kirk Aguer is a financial advisor with
Morgan Stanley in Santa Monica. He can
be reached at (310) 319-5220.)
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Santa Monican gets a fresh promotion
By Daily Press staff

Blaine Eastcott of Santa Monica has achieved the status of Executive Marketing
Director for Oxyfresh Worldwide Inc. Eastcott joined Oxyfresh in December of
1999 and earned his promotion to executive last month.

As an Executive Marketing Director, Eastcott will receive a boost in his Oxyfresh
bonus checks, which are based on Oxyfresh product sales. Eastcott advanced to
executive by broadening his network of Oxyfresh distributors and significantly
increasing his product sales.

Oxyfresh Worldwide Inc. is a network marketing industry leader doing business
for more than 20 years in six countries. Oxyfresh has thousands of distributors who
market more than 60 dental, pet, weight loss, nutrition, personal, health care and air
purification products. Its corporate office is in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
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By The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — The commander of the California
National Guard resigned Tuesday amid accusations that
he failed to meet a Pentagon combat requirement and
tried to arrange a flight on a military aircraft for members
of a Republican group. 

Major Gen. Thomas Eres, who commanded the
nation’s largest Guard force, told his staff “he takes full
responsibility for any administrative mistakes,” a
spokesman said. 

“Because of these allegations, he didn’t want to tar-
nish or slow down the progress the Guard was making,”
said the spokesman, Lt. Col. Doug Hart. “He says the
buck stops here, so he takes full responsibility for any
actions that were taken.” 

Eres resigned after questions were raised by two
newspapers about whether he passed a required shooting-
skills test before visiting troops in Iraq. Eres also
attempted to provide a military flight for a Lincoln Club
group — a partisan Republican organization — that

wanted to travel last month to North American
Aerospace Defense Command center in Colorado. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger appointed as acting
adjutant general Brigadier Gen. John Alexander, the
Guard’s second in command. 

Eres, 61, made no mention of the allegations in the
resignation letter he submitted to Schwarzenegger
Monday night, saying only that “this would be the ideal
time to retire from my military service in order to spend
more time with my family.” 

He declined interview requests through Hart, and
spent Monday turning over command of the Guard’s
22,000 troops, 13 bases and more than 100 armories, as
well as completing the retirement process. 

Questions about Eres’ shooting skills relate to a
Pentagon requirement that personnel pass a complex
firearms test before traveling to a war zone. Eres was
scheduled to meet with California National Guard troops
stationed in Iraq in August, a trip that was postponed. He
eventually made the trip around Thanksgiving. 

The Sacramento bureau for the San Jose Mercury
News and Contra Costa Times newspapers obtained
interviews and documents indicating Eres did not meet
the requirements and that a top aide improperly informed
Department of Defense officials that the general had
proven his shooting skills. 

Eres waited until four days before he initially was to
leave for Iraq before going to a firing range to practice
with his 9mm pistol and an M-16 rifle. An e-mail from
Capt. Peter Lewis, the general’s aide de camp, said Eres
“loaded, fired and cleared his weapon for familiarization
purposes” while sitting at a table but “did not qualify his
weapon.” 

However, Lt. Col. Sonja Banowetz, the general’s top
administrative aide, signed and faxed a document assert-
ing that Eres qualified as a sharpshooter by hitting targets
37 of the 40 times he fired while standing, kneeling,
crouching and lying down. Banowetz was not at the
range. 

Lewis told the newspapers that no one at the range
kept track of the general’s score. 

Also prompting questions was a trip a Republican
friend wanted to arrange last month to NORAD head-
quarters in Colorado. 

Eres had offered to put the Coachella Valley Lincoln
Club on a military flight for the trip, which appeared to
violate military rules because of the group’s partisan
party affiliations. The Coachella Valley is the Southern
California desert region that includes Palm Springs and
Indio. 

Two weeks before the planned trip, the National
Guard Bureau in Washington rejected the request to put
the group on a refueling tanker to Colorado.
Schwarzenegger Cabinet Secretary Terry Tamminen also
directed Eres to cancel the trip. 

In private life, Eres was an attorney specializing in
base-reuse issues as well as commercial real estate, cor-
porate and government law. His tenure lasted through
last month’s Pentagon announcement on which bases it
wants to close. 

Eres, a Republican from the Sacramento suburb of
Carmichael, took command in March 2004 after stints
directing the Guard’s Office of Homeland Security and
Defense and commanding the California Army National
Guard. 

Eres enlisted as an infantryman in the Guard in 1965
and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 1970.
Schwarzenegger, in a statement, thanked Eres for his
years of service, particularly in the wake of the 2001 ter-
rorist attacks. On Tuesday, a spokeswoman referred
requests for further comment to the Guard. 

Alexander, 61, began his military career in 1966, also
as an enlisted man in the Guard, and was commissioned
as an officer in 1968. 

He was in charge of day-to-day operations at the
Guard after serving 13 years as the officer accountable
for all federal government money and property provided
to the California Guard. 

Conflict at the top has dogged the Guard through two
administrations. 

Under former Gov. Gray Davis, Adjutant General
Paul D. Monroe Jr. faced dissension that in 2003 led him
to fire his second in command, who had been a competi-
tor for the top job. 
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National Guard head quits amid controversy
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BY MICHELLE LOCKE 
Associated Press Writer 

HAYWARD, Calif. — She was slapped. She was
smashed in the head with a can and a frying pan. She was
knocked unconscious and tied up. She was strangled. 

As the blows began to fall, 17-year-old Gwen Araujo
said only one thing, one of the men who was there that
night testified Tuesday. 

“She said, ‘No, please don’t, I have a family,” said 22-
year-old Jaron Nabors, the prosecution’s chief witness in
the murder trial of three men accused of killing Araujo. 

Prosecutors say Araujo, who was born a boy named
Edward but grew up to believe her true identity was as a
woman, was murdered in a cold and calculated revenge
when the men discovered that the flirty girl two of them
had sex with was biologically male.

But a previous trial ended in a hung jury after one of
the three defense attorneys argued the case was
manslaughter, a crime of passion provoked by sexual
deceit — a move that angered Araujo’s family and trans-
gender advocates. 

On trial are Michael Magidson, Jason Cazares and
Jose Merel, all 25. Nabors also had faced murder
charges, but was allowed to plead to manslaughter in
exchange for testifying. 

Nabors, spending his third day on the stand, laid out
the bleak details of Araujo’s death Tuesday. He is sched-
uled to be back on the stand Wednesday when cross
examination is expected to start. 

The four met Araujo, known to them as Lida, in late
summer 2002, and started spending time together at
Merel’s house in Newark, a San Francisco suburb. 

Things changed after Merel and Magidson had sexual
encounters with Araujo and compared notes, Nabors
said. 

The situation exploded in the early hours of Oct. 4,
2002, he said, with angry demands: Are you a man or a
woman? 

The debate ended when another woman at the house
grabbed Araujo’s genitals. Magidson subsequently
pulled Araujo to the ground and pushed aside her under-
wear, Nabors said. 

"I’d never experienced anything like that or seen any-
thing like that before,” Nabors told jurors. “I was
shocked.” 

Nabors said he saw Magidson choking Araujo several
times, stopping only when others in the house remon-
strated with him. 

But soon, no one was coming to Araujo’s aid. 
Nabors said Merel struck Araujo with a can of food

and a frying pan. 

Defense lawyers have already told jurors Nabors is not
credible, noting that he lied to police in the past and
charging that he is trying to mask his own culpability. 

Merel’s attorney, Bill DuBois, told jurors his client
only menaced Araujo with the can of food and hit her a
glancing blow with the pan. He said Merel genuinely
cared for Araujo and did not do her any serious injury. 

But under questioning from prosecutor Chris Lamiero,
Nabors said Merel, a high school athlete, hit Araujo hard
both times, putting a dent in the can. 

Nabors said the next thing he remembers is seeing
Araujo lying on the ground. 

In the courtroom, Araujo’s mother wiped away tears. 
As the attack progressed, Nabors said Cazares asked

him “Are you down?” which he took to mean was he
willing to do “whatever would be expected of me.” 

Cazares said they were going to get shovels because
Araujo was going to be killed. 

On the ride to get the shovels and a pick axe, Cazares
told Nabors that Araujo had said she had connections to
the Norteno gang and also offered Cazares money if he
would get her out of the house safely, Nabors said. 

Cazares’ attorney, Tony Serra, says Nabors is lying.
Serra said his client was outside when Araujo was killed
and did not plan her death, only helping to bury the body
afterward out of loyalty to his friends. 

In his opening statement, Magidson’s attorney,
Michael Thorman, said his client did take part in the
attack and is willing to take responsibility for that, but is
not guilty of anything more than manslaughter. He
denied that Magidson strangled Araujo.

At one point, Lamiero asked Nabors why he didn’t try
to stop the attack, why he didn’t say anything. 

“How did you feel about the prospect of killing some-
body?” Lamiero asked. 

“I guess I didn’t even care,” Nabors said. 
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we had a lot of shared problems and real-
izing there are things we can do as mayors
and members of city councils to make
inroads in improving the environment,
because a lot of our federal government is
not doing it,” said O’Connor. “Part of that
is sharing what we are doing. 

“If one city found something works,
others can learn and don’t have to start
from square one.”

San Francisco was the first U.S. city to
host World Environment Day, celebrated
each June 5. WED was established in
1974, with annual conferences staged
since 1987, according to organizers. 

The theme of this year’s gathering was
“Green Cities,” with the slogan “Plan for
the Planet.” The conference ran between
June 1-5, during which time cities traded
ideas on renewable energy, recycling,
public transportation, parks and clean air
and water. More than 230 activities were
scheduled in and around the San
Francisco Bay area.

O’Connor credited San Francisco Mayor
Gavin Newsom for the success of the event.

“He went out of his way to get WED in
North America and had the idea to make it
into a several-day event which allowed
for the kinds of exchanges we had,”
O’Connor said. “He did an excellent job.” 

O’Connor said the conference helped
her realize the importance of the direction
the city is heading in sustainable efforts.

“It gave me reassurance about what
we’re doing,” O’Connor said. “Santa

Monica is one of the cities at the forefront,
so I will reinforce that continuing down
the road.”

SANTA MONICA PLACES
FIFTH IN SUSTAINABILITY

Brian Johnson, environmental program
manager with the city, said Santa Monica
was recognized at the conference for
being ahead of the pack when it comes to
sustainability efforts.

He said SustainLane, a privately held
company, conducted a comprehensive
search to determine the most sustainable
cities in the U.S., in which Santa Monica
was ranked fifth overall.

SustainLane representatives said their
ranking system measured 25 U.S. cities’
cumulative performance and programs
across 12 economic development and
quality-of-life categories. The informa-
tion was gathered by 20 public and non-
governmental organizations. 

According to Johnson, SustainLane’s
awards were the only ones presented to
American cities during the conference,
and that he felt the group’s ranking was
worthwhile because of the quality of the
research that went into it.

“SustainLane is fairly new on the
scene, and its most effective claim to fame
was the credibility of the analysis,”
Johnson said.

In addition to placing fifth overall,
SustainLane representatives said Santa
Monica finished first in the rankings for
its number of “green” buildings, as well as
for the city’s solid-waste diversion pro-

gram, planning and the environmental
knowledge of residents. 

However, Johnson said the city may
have ranked even higher had it not been
for factors outside the city’s control, such
as air quality and transportation issues.

“Santa Monica is such a unique com-
munity,” Johnson said. “It is an urban

island in a sea of Los Angeles, and that
sort of regional condition dragged our
ranking down a bit.”

Still, he said Santa Monica’s environ-
mental programs are a great source of
pride for the city.

“It’s not about the destination. It’s
about the journey.”
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City first in ‘green’ buildings
mental manager with the city, said he
attended this year’s presentation on the
“precautionary principle”, something he
already uses when he can.

“It is a very democratic, egalitarian
and forward-looking tool for institutions
to navigate through decision-making,”
Johnson said. “During my tenure at the
city, we have practiced the precaution-
ary approach, but have not held it up as
the ‘precautionary principle.’”

Johnson said the principle has already
been moved by the city’s Task Force on
the Environment to go to the City
Council to be adopted into the sustain-
ability plan.

“The principle might be employed,
for example, if you were buying a chem-
ical product,” Johnson said. “If you were
concerned about the toxicity of the prod-
uct, it would be up to the company to
prove it’s not toxic.

“The principle would provide the full
analysis of the alternative.”

Judy Rambeau, city spokesperson,
said that because the sustainable city
plan was recently updated, she does not

expect the City Council to be in a rush to
make changes and additions.

She said the principle, along with
other sustainability ideas, would likely
not come before council until the city’s
environmental and public works manage-
ment division does its next sustainability
progress report, expected later this sum-
mer.

In addition to developments regard-
ing the precautionary principle, Johnson
said staff would be looking at ways to
improve incentives for businesses to be
headquartered in Santa Monica and
which make environmentally safe prod-
ucts.

Staff attended a “green purchasing”
presentation intended to drum up sup-
port for green businesses.

“The focus was to get our minds and
bureaucracies around the movement as it
stands today and find key mechanisms
in the public and private sector to allow
new products to flourish,” Johnson said.
“We need to work on a mature econom-
ic development plan that recognizes sus-
tainable development with better prod-
ucts and services that cuts into the local
workforce.”

Encouraging green businesses of ‘principle’ concern
PRINCIPLE, from page 1

ACCORDS, from page 1



BY BOB MOEN 
Associated Press Writer 

SWEETWATER STATION, Wyo. — The
scattershot stakes of different sizes and
colors stand out among the sagebrush
with nothing more than a lonely, saunter-
ing wild horse as far as the eye can see. 

Over here is a 4-by-4 stake spray-paint-
ed pink and yellow on the top with rocks
painted the same colors at its base. “Giddy
Up and Go 3-4-05” is written in black
marker on one side. Bird droppings mark
the flat top of the post. 

Over there is another stake, bearing a
clipboard bound with duct tape; written
on the board: “2 claims Total Size 200 yds
x 500 yds.” 

Across a dirt-and-gravel road is a 2-by-
4 stake, with “Discovery Cor .23” written
on two sides. A plastic freezer bag is
attached near the top with duct tape.
Inside is a folded document that describes
the claim’s dimensions. 

The stakes are monuments to a 21st
century rush of prospectors. They
descended on this remote, hilly area in
south-central Wyoming last March with
grand hopes and dreams of striking it rich
by finding a precious gemstone called
opal. 

The rush caught federal officials off
guard, resulted in a bureaucratic paperjam
that has delayed actual mining and
prompted authorities to take measures to
protect an endangered flower from being
trampled. 

Opal is considered the most colorful of
all gemstones, and the best opal gems are
more valuable than diamonds, fetching up
to $10,000 a carat, according to the
International Colored Gemstone Assoc-
iation. 

The Wyoming opal site is a three-
square-mile area about 100 miles west of
Casper. It was initially discovered by a
local rockhound who told the State
Geological Survey, which undertook a

more extensive survey and found large
deposits of opal. Most of the opal is
“common opal,” which isn’t worth much.
But geologists found some of the highly
valued “precious opal,” leading them to
conclude that there was more to be found. 

Fremont County Clerk Julie Freese
said her office received 1,048 mining
claims over a nearly two month period
after the State Geological Survey publicly
announced the exact location of the opal
deposit. Each claim cost $135 in fees. 

“I thought it would be more; it didn’t
seem too bad a price,” said Jim
Montgomery of Cheyenne, who along
with a partner staked out two claims —
named “Mother Lode” and “Lucky
Strike” — for a total of $270. 

"We went up and kind of picked
around a little bit, but didn’t find anything
too exciting yet,” Montgomery said. 

Unlike the gold rushes of Old West
lore, these new prospectors aren’t allowed
to begin digging until their paperwork is
properly filed with the state and the feder-
al Bureau of Land Management, which
manages most of the land where the opal
is located and which must record all the
claims. 

So far, the Wyoming BLM office in
Cheyenne has received only 50 of the
1,048 claims. And even among those 50,
most lack the proper legal description in
order to be accepted, further delaying the
digging. 

“They’ll all be getting letters asking
them to correct the legal description,” said
Pam Stiles, a land law examiner with the

BLM. 
There may be more delays for other

prospectors trying to pick their way
through complicated federal and state
mining rules. For instance, claims of 10
acres or more require additional paper-
work, and prospectors who plan to use
heavy equipment to dig must obtain a spe-
cial permit from the state Department of
Environmental Quality. 

In addition, every Sept. 1, in order to
keep the claim, each prospector will either
have to pay the BLM another $100 or
document $100 worth of improvements
made to their claim. 

While the paperwork has put a clamp
on actual digging for now, the rush to the
1,680-acre area, where the only known
resource of value previously was oil and
gas, certainly wasn’t lacking for adven-
ture, surprise and some comic relief. 

Even though most of the opal is on land
administered by the BLM, the agency was
caught off guard because the State
Geological Survey kept the exact location
of the deposit secret until a public
announcement March 4. 

"It would have been helpful to have
more time to get prepared to respond to
the intensive level of activity out there,”
said Jack Kelly, manager of the BLM
office in Lander, who had to call in help
from other BLM offices around the state
to handle the onslaught of prospectors. 

“The bottom line is it impacted our
staff, who were totally unprepared for the
workload,” BLM spokeswoman Cindy
Wertz said. 
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Nice digs

Fabian  Lewkowicz/Special to the Daily Press
(Above) Santa Monica Mayor Pam O'Connor and
SMC Interim President Dr. Thomas J. Donner
break ground Tuesday on Santa Monica College’s
new Liberal Arts Building on the main campus.
(At left) An artist’s rendering depicts what the fin-
ished structure is expected to look like.

Opal find causes headaches for federal officials



BY CHRISTOPHER SMITH 
Associated Press Writer 

BOISE, Idaho — With fresh snow blanketing moun-
taintops and unseasonably cool June temperatures around
the West, federal forecasters are backing away from pre-
vious predictions of a busier-than-normal fire season. 

“Of course we are going to have a fire season, but the
large fire danger has moderated and it’s not going to be
as dire as we first thought,” said Larry Van Bussum,
national fire weather operations coordinator for the
National Weather Service. 

The Predictive Services Unit of the federal govern-
ment’s national wildfire coordination center here is
expected to release its latest western fire season outlook
Friday, downgrading previous “above normal” forecasts
for much of the Pacific Northwest and Rockies to “nor-
mal.” 

But the situation still could change again, one analyst
noted. 

“It’s more like realigning our priorities,” Tom Wordell,
wildland fire analyst with the U.S. Forest Service said of
the change. “To believe this cool weather will persist the
entire summer season is going to be a reach.” 

Fire-weather forecasters say the summer wildfire out-
look for Washington and Oregon is being scaled back to
normal, with the exception of the northwest Cascade
Range and northeastern Oregon. In the Great Basin
region, most of Nevada now is expected to have a normal
fire season, while the critical danger in the Northern
Rockies is expected primarily in the higher elevations of
the Idaho Panhandle, western Montana and the Salmon
and Challis areas of eastern and central Idaho. 

Fire-weather forecasters say their original projections
were based on the dry winter experienced in many parts
of the Northwest and Rockies, a trend reversed in the
Southwest, where winter precipitation set records. 

The damp Southwest winter encouraged the growth of
fine grass fuels to levels fire forecasters liken to waving
fields of grain. Those grasses are now drying to tinder,
and as a result, the outlook in southern Utah and western
Arizona is for a wildfire season that is more active than
usual. 

To the north, the wet spring has eased much of the fire
threat, and long-range forecasting models call for cooler
and wetter-than-normal weather through June in the
entire Northwest quadrant of the country, including
northern California and western Montana. 

“Early in the season, the snowpacks and winter pre-
cipitation patterns were just dreadful,” said Heath
Hockenberry, National Weather Service fire program
manager. “However, all that outlook can be basically
canceled out by a wet June.” 

Tuesday, a chilly Pacific storm moved through the
interior West, dumping up to 8 inches of snow in the
Wasatch Range of Utah. It came on the heels of another
wild winter-like blast — complete with two tornadoes —
in Wyoming’s Bighorn Basin that forced state highway
officials to put snowplow trucks back into service to clear
several inches of slushy hail and snow from roadways
late last week. 

“In much of western Oregon right now, we’ve already
had a month’s worth of rain, so the normal precipitation
for June has already fallen,” said Oregon State
Climatologist George Taylor in Corvallis, Ore. “In the
Northwest, it’s dry enough every year for fires, but the
biggest variable we’ve seen is the number of dry light-
ning storms, which tends to make for a bad fire year.” 

Precipitation during May and early June has moist-
ened the rotting logs and fallen timber that fuels cata-
strophic fires. Forecasters say continued cool tempera-
tures have helped retain that moisture into a period when
fuel loads would normally be drying out. 

Ninety-degree days are frequent in southwestern
Idaho by mid-June, but Boise-area temperatures have
been 5 to 10 degrees below normal and the trend could
challenge the existing record for the latest appearance of
the first 90-degree day of the summer, set on July 6,
1953. 

“Traditionally, there’s a decent, consistent path
toward 90-degree weather that begins in June,” said
Hockenberry. “But we’re definitely not seeing that.” 
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Cool, wet weather downgrades fire danger

BY JENNIFER DOBNER 
Associated Press Writer 

SALT LAKE CITY — The purported original last will
and testament of Brigham Young, the second president
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, was
sold at a Philadelphia auction house on Wednesday for
$70,000. 

The amount was smack in the middle of the $60,000
to $80,000 sales price projected by the Alderfer Auction
Co.’s experts. 

Bidding on the will lasted only two minutes, said Bob
Lucas, an artifact consultant for the auction house who
verified the authenticity of the will. 

The opening bid was $25,000 and the sales price
increased in increments of $2,500 until it hit $50,000.
Then the price jumped up $5,000 with each bid until the
sale. 

It was bought by a private collector who asked the
auction house for anonymity, Lucas said. He did not
know if the purchaser is a member of the Mormon church
and said he thought the person’s interest in the will was
“mostly historical.” 

In addition to the $70,000, the new owner will pay an
additional 15 percent in fees, Lucas said, bringing the
total to $80,500. 

The amount is appropriate, said Lucas. 
“The important part of this piece is that it is the origi-

nal document signed by Brigham Young,” said Lucas.
“He had to sit in front of it, he touched that piece of paper
and for hardcore history collectors that means a lot. This
was the great Mormon leader and (the will) had actual
implications on his life and his family.” 

As leader of the church and the territorial governor of

Utah, there was much call for Young to sign documents,
said Lucas. Other documents and examples of his signa-
tures have often been auctioned, but have mostly fetched
between $1,000 and $10,000 depending on the quality
and the type of record. 

“The content drives the price,” said Curt Bench,
owner of Benchmark Books in Salt Lake City. “It’s an
important legal document in anyone’s existence and the
fact that it’s Brigham Young’s makes it more so.” 

But Bench wonders about the will’s authenticity. 
Young’s will was hotly contested after his death by

family, some of whom produced either copies of this ver-
sion — which was signed and witnessed in November
1873 and filed with the courts shortly after his death in
September 1877 — or with an earlier version, Bench said. 

“My question is, is it the final one? I’m sure they must
have done their homework,” Bench said, noting that he
has only seen this will in photographs. “I’m sure they did
their homework.” 

The authenticity of the document appears to be with-
out question, said Lucas, who did the verification work
himself, by comparing the 12 Young signatures and nine
initials on the will to 35 other original documents bear-
ing Young’s signature. 

Lucas also compared the signatures of the three wit-
nesses — Joseph F. Smith, David McKenzie and James
Jack — to other original documents bearing their auto-
graphs. 

“The all match perfectly,” Lucas said. “Young had a
very distinctive signature.” 

Young took over leadership of the Mormon church
after the death of its founder Joseph Smith in 1844, lead-
ing the migration of church members across the Western
plains to establish church headquarters in Salt Lake City. 

Brigham Young’s purported will
garners $70,000 at auction house
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BY BARRY SCHWEID 
AP Diplomatic Writer 

WASHINGTON — The White House reacted cautiously
Wednesday toward North Korea’s declaration that it is
willing to return to negotiations on its nuclear weapons
program, saying it was too early to tell if the announce-
ment is a diplomatic breakthrough. 

“We will see,” said Scott McClellan, the spokesman
for President Bush. “They haven’t given us a date.” 

A return to negotiations after a yearlong breakoff
would test the Bush administration’s Asian alliances and
its influence with China. 

In a statement Wednesday, North Korea mentioned
the meetings with U.S. officials but didn’t give any indi-
cation of its imminent return to the negotiating table. 

The North said a resumption of the disarmament talks
“was entirely dependent on how the United States
accepts our demand for creating right conditions and
environment,” according to the statement carried by the
North’s official Korean Central News Agency. 

Asian and Russian officials also greeted the prospect of a
resumption of talks caution and hope, and Chinese U.N.
Ambassador Wang Guangya said in New York that the talks
were likely to resume in the next few weeks in Beijing. 

ABC News reported Wednesday from the capital of
Pyongyang that a North Korean representative to the six-
party talks said the country was willing to rejoin the
negotiations if the United States toned down its rhetoric.
The report by correspondent Bob Woodruff was a rare
instance in which Pyongyang allowed a Western reporter
into the country. 

Last year, North Korea promised to reopen talks in
September, but stayed away, hurling invective at the
Bush administration and refusing to bargain again with
the United States and its four partners, China, South
Korea, Japan and Russia. 

In January, Rep. Curt Weldon, R-Pa., said after lead-

ing a congressional delegation to Pyongyang that North
Korea appeared ready to negotiate “in a matter of
weeks.” 

It never happened. 
“First things first,” Mitchell Reiss, the State

Department’s policy planning director in the first Bush
administration, said Tuesday. “The North Koreans have
to come back to the table and they have to stay, and they
have to negotiate seriously.” 

Reiss, now provost at William & Mary College, point-
ed out in a telephone interview that the United States had
work to do, as well. 

At the last round of talks, in Beijing last June, U.S.
negotiator James Kelly floated the prospect of a U.S.
pledge not to attack North Korea, along with economic
incentives to the hard-pressed regime. 

“We have to flesh it out,” Reiss said. 
The former senior official said he was very skeptical of

success but that the United States must make a reasonably
serious attempt to reach an agreement with Pyongyang.
“This deals with managing our alliances with South
Korea and Japan and also being seen in Asia as willing
and able to address a core national security issue.” 

Clearly, the Bush administration is looking for help,
and China is its target. 

Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill, who
now is in charge of the negotiations, told reporters that
China has a big job to take on with the North Koreans. 

“The exercise is not just getting them to the talks,”
Hill said. “It is getting them to the talks with a willing-
ness to give up permanently their nuclear program.” 

Hill also held over North Korea’s head a threat of
seeking political and economic sanctions from the U.N.
Security Council. 

“It’s an option we always reserve when we feel it’s
appropriate,” he said. 

In New York, China’s U.N. ambassador said six-
nation talks were likely to resume in the next few weeks

in Beijing. Ambassador Wang Guangya told reporters the
talks were the best way to resolve the nuclear standoff
and said he was hopeful progress would be made. 

South Korea reacted cautiously. 
Presidential aide Chung Woo-sung said that although

the U.S. claims were “a good sign,” the North “has not
set a date.” 

“It is too early to jump to a conclusion,” he said,
adding that the talks should resume in “June or July, at
the latest.” 

Balbina Hwang, policy analyst on North Korea for the
Heritage Foundation, took a sobering stance in an inter-
view Tuesday. 

“I think people are jumping the gun,” she said. “We
have to put this into perspective. People are running
around elated. 

“Getting North Korea back to the table is not in and of
itself a success. The success is getting North Korea to
agree to the proposal” to end its nuclear program, she
said. 

“I will believe North Korea has come back to the table
when they actually come back,” Hwang said. “And even
then I will view that with skepticism until I see what their
response to the proposal is.” 

Michele Flournoy, a senior Pentagon official in the
Clinton administration, agreed that “getting them back to
the table is a critical first step.” 

Flournoy, senior adviser to the Center for Strategic
International Studies, said the outcome of negotiations
will depend heavily on the Bush administration “being
much more explicit up front about the kinds of incentives
they would get if they halted their nuclear program.” 

“Make it real, make it concrete,” she said in an inter-
view. 

And the main challenge for the Bush administration,
Flournoy said, “is creating a united front with China,
Japan, South Korea and Russia so North Korea cannot
exploit differences among us.” 

BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN 
Associated Press Writer 

TUCSON, Ariz.  — A program to provide illegal immi-
grants caught crossing the Mexican border with free
plane rides home through Mexico City will resume
Friday for a second summer, said the commissioner of
Customs and Border Protection. 

The so-called interior repatriation program is consid-
ered an important part of the Border Patrol’s effort to dis-
rupt illegal immigrant smuggling operations and better
enable the agency to get control of the Arizona border,
“our weakest area” along the 2,000-mile boundary with
Mexico, said Commissioner Robert C. Bonner on
Wednesday. 

“Our goal is to control the border ... to attain and assert
control over what is no question our weakest area,”
Bonner said in a teleconference call from Washington
with reporters. 

The Tucson sector, which has been the nation’s
busiest for illicit border crossings for several years,
accounted for more than half of the 1.1 million appre-
hensions of illegal immigrants made last year by Border
Patrol agents. 

Normally, illegal immigrants from Mexico who are
caught and who have no criminal record can be voluntar-
ily returned, or repatriated, just across the border through
a port of entry, such as Nogales or Douglas, Ariz. Many
immediately make contact with the smuggling group
they hired to arrange for another attempted crossing. 

Bonner said the interior repatriation, which is voluntar-
ily, is considered important in helping disrupt that contact. 

“We know from experience that if you simply return
them to Nogales, Mexico, you are returning them literal-
ly to the arms of the smuggling organizations and they
will often return the next day ... through treacherous ter-
rain that exposes these migrants to death in the desert,”
Bonner said. 

Roughly 70 percent of the migrants arrested in
Arizona come from south of Mexico City, he said, and
repatriation flights allow the United States to return
Mexican citizens closer to their hometowns, he said. 

What’s more, Bonner said, monitoring after last year’s

flights showed that many of those returned to the
Mexican interior didn’t come back, though the vast
majority of people crossing the Mexican border have
crossed repeatedly. 

Plans negotiated with the Mexican government call
for a total of 226 flights — two a day — from Tucson to
Mexico City, with the goal of taking 33,900 illegal immi-
grants back to the Mexican interior. 

A total of 14,067 people were returned to Mexico City
or Guadalajara on flights between July 12 and Sept. 30
last year. 

“Working with the government of Mexico, we will
reduce the number of people who are entering the United

States illegally, particularly in treacherous areas, in what
I call the season of death, and we will reduce deaths in
the desert,” Bonner said. “When you start thinking of
saving human life, that alone justifies the expense that
will occur.” 

A spokeswoman said 160 migrants have died along
the entire southwestern border during the fiscal year that
began Oct. 1, including 91 in Arizona. There have been
15 heat-related deaths in the Tucson sector, which covers
most the Arizona border. 

The project is expected to cost $14.2 million this year,
a $1.2 million savings over last summer’s operation, the
spokeswoman said. 

North Korea’s talking seen as good first step

Daily flights for illegal immigrants resume on Friday
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BY QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraq’s president openly praised
Shiite and Kurdish militias in a statement Wednesday
that could further antagonize Sunni Arabs at a time of
growing fears of sectarian strife. 

Clashes in Baghdad and other attacks around Iraq
killed at least eight Iraqis as the Sunni-dominated insur-
gency pressed on with its campaign against the Shiite-led
government. In addition, four U.S. troops were killed
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Two U.S. soldiers were killed in an attack on their
base in Tikrit, north of Baghdad, late Tuesday, while
another was killed by roadside bomb north of the capital,
the military said. A fourth was killed Wednesday when a
roadside bomb exploded near his vehicle close to Adwar,
10 miles south of Tikrit, the military said. 

At least 1,680 U.S. military members have died since
the war began in March 2003, according to an Associated
Press count. 

The wave of violence that broke out after the April 28
announcement of Iraq’s new Shiite and Kurdish domi-
nated government has killed more than 874 people,
including more than 10 Sunni and Shiite clerics in appar-
ent retaliatory slayings that raised fears the country was
facing a civil war. 

President Jalal Talabani’s backing of the Shiite Badr
Brigade militia came despite accusations by Sunni lead-
ers that the militia has killed members of the minority.
The Sunni leaders have demanded that it be disarmed and
complained that it provides intelligence and support for
some Shiite-dominated special security units. 

The Badr Brigade was the military wing of the coun-
try’s largest Shiite political party, the Supreme Council
of the Islamic Republic in Iraq. The party claims the Badr
Brigade is no longer a militia but performs social and
political functions. 

“Badr is a patriotic group that works for Iraq’s interest
and it will not be dragged into sectarian or any other kind
of conflict,” said Abdul-Aziz al-Hakim, SCIRI’s leader
and the former commander of the Badr Brigade. “Badr is
for all Iraqis,” he added. 

Talabani, himself a Sunni Kurd, spoke at a conference
marking the second anniversary of the Badr Brigade’s
transformation from a solely military body to a political
one. 

“May those who describe the heroes of Badr and their
Kurdish brothers as militia be doomed to failure,”

Talabani said. 
“You and your (Kurdish) brothers are the heroes of

liberating Iraq,” he added. “You, my brothers, march on
without paying attention to the enemies’ claims because
you and the (Kurdish militia) are faithful sons of this
country.” 

There are no accurate figures on the size of the
brigade, but it is thought to be smaller than the Kurdish
Peshmerga militia, estimated at 100,000. The Peshmerga
has been largely exempted from efforts to disband mili-
tias because of its close ties to the United States and its
supporting role during the war. 

Sunni criticism of Talabani’s remarks was swift, with
Abdul-Salam al-Qubeisi, spokesman of the influential
Association of Muslim Scholars, saying the president
was acting in line with “U.S. policies to prolong the
struggle in Iraq and turn it into an Iraq-Iraq conflict.” 

Al-Qubeisi accused the Badr Brigade of providing
intelligence to units such as the feared Wolf Brigade, an
elite commando unit from the Interior Ministry that is
headed by a top SCIRI member. 

“We do not have problems with this party or another,
we only have problems with the chasing and killing of
Sunni clerics and their followers,” al-Qubeisi said. “Even
the militia elements who have joined the Iraqi army have
been heavy-handed during army operations.” 

The Badr organization’s leader, Hadi al-Amiri, chal-
lenged the association’s head, Sheik Harith al-Dhari, to
prove his group involvement in the killings and said an
investigation should be held. 

“If the accusations prove to be true, then we will apol-
ogize and punish the offenders, but if they turn out to be
false, al-Dhari should apologize,” he said at
Wednesday’s gathering. 

On Tuesday, Laith Kuba, spokesman for Prime
Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, a Shiite, said there was “no
place for militias” in the new Iraq and that such forces
could be incorporated into the police and army. 

The complaints came a day after a Sunni Arab politi-
cian said two insurgent groups were willing to negotiate
with the government, possibly opening a new political
front. 

Former electricity minister Ayham al-Samarie told
The Associated Press the Islamic Army in Iraq and the
Army of Mujahedeen were ready to open talks with the
government aimed at eventually joining the political
process. The groups account for a large part of the Sunni
insurgents and were responsible for attacks that included
assassinations and kidnappings. 

A senior U.S. official confirmed that influential Sunni
leaders have been negotiating with some insurgent
groups interested in embracing the political process. 

The official told reporters at a briefing that U.S.
authorities have met with some of those leaders to try to
persuade insurgents to lay down their arms. 

“Some insurgents are irredeemable and have to be
dealt with in a purely military way and there are some
who are looking to enter the political process under some
conditions,” he said. 

The official said he did not think those Sunni leaders
who American authorities were talking to had a direct
role in terrorist attacks, but they do have ties with insur-
gents. 

The effort to begin talks comes at a delicate time for
the government, criticized by Sunni Arab groups for
deliberately targeting the minority in counterinsurgency
campaigns such as the ongoing Operation Lightning in
Baghdad. 

The association said the operation, which has led to
nearly 900 arrests, could spark sectarian strife. Now in its
second week, the campaign involves thousands of Iraqi
security forces and 7,000 U.S. troops, according to the
U.S. military. 

In Habaniyah, 50 miles west of Baghdad, insurgents
attacked a supply convoy carrying supplies to a U.S.
base, and local reporters said they saw at least seven bod-
ies. U.S. military and diplomats said they were not aware
of any Americans in the convoy.

Reporters who returned to the scene Wednesday saw
four more bodies. The other bodies were still there and
armed men were present. 

Mbulelo Mtilwa of the South African Embassy in
Jordan confirmed that a South African was part of the
convoy but it wasn’t known if he was killed, captured or
wounded. 

In other violence Wednesday: 
■ Gunmen killed two industry ministry officials in a

drive-by shooting in the capital. 
■ One police officer was killed and six injured in

clashes in northwest Baghdad. 
■ Police Col. Nashwan Hadi was killed in a drive-by

shooting near his home in Mosul. The attackers then fired
a rocket at his house, injuring five people, including two
children. 

■ A police officer was shot and killed in eastern
Mosul. 

■ A car bomb in Baqouba killed two people. Gunmen
also killed a translator at an American base. 

BY MICHAEL NORTON 
Associated Press Writer 

ORANJESTAD, Aruba — Two former security guards
arrested in the disappearance last month of an Alabama
honors student are being investigated for murder and kid-
napping, their attorney said. 

The two have not been charged in the disappearance
of 18-year-old Natalee Holloway, and authorities have
not said she was a victim of foul play. Police on Tuesday
also said they had not ruled out accidental death in the
case. 

A judge was to determine Wednesday whether author-
ities have enough evidence to continue to hold the two
men, who deny any connection to the high school gradu-
ate, said defense lawyer Chris Lejuez. 

“They both say that during the time” of the disappear-
ance, “they were not at the (girl’s) hotel and they don’t
know this girl,” Lejuez told The Associated Press on
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, police and the FBI kept up a search for
Holloway, but a lack of any solid leads was hindering
progress, according to several officers. Local officials
asked the FBI to bring in dogs trained to search for peo-
ple. 

The parents said they had not received any request for
ransom or any other evidence that she had been kid-
napped. 

In an interview with The Associated Press, they
thanked the people of Aruba for helping in the search. 

“The support is phenomenal,” said her mother, Beth
Holloway Twitty, 44. 

Holloway has been missing since May 30, when she
vanished while on a five-day trip with more than 100
classmates celebrating their high school graduation on
this Dutch Caribbean island. Seven chaperones accompa-
nied them. 

Authorities had not ruled out any possibilities, includ-
ing that Holloway may have drowned, Attorney General
Caren Janssen said. Two divers among the eight FBI

agents in Aruba have been searching the waters sur-
rounding the island, Comemencia said. 

The two men in custody were security guards at a
hotel two blocks from the Holiday Inn where Holloway
was staying. Their work contracts expired the day before
she disappeared, a police officer told The Associated
Press. 

The men were known to police because they had a
habit of going around to hotels trying to pick up women
or bum cigarettes, said the officer, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. 

Holloway’s parents and other relatives who rushed to
the island last week refused to give up hope of bringing
her home alive. 

“I feel determined. I won’t leave here until I find my
daughter,” said Holloway Twitty, who was accompanied
by the missing girl’s stepfather, Jug Twitty. 

In Holloway’s hometown of Mountain Brook, Ala.,
residents tied yellow ribbons to everything from mail
boxes to ATMs. 

Iraqi president’s praise may not be a positive

Security guards facing murder rap for missing teen-ager
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Employment

ADVERTISE YOUR SUMMER 
JOBS HERE!

Call Annie in Classifieds
(310) 458-7737 ext. 114

or email: anniek@smdp.com

APPOINTMENT SETTERS, work at 
home. 8:30am-10:30am and/or 6pm-
8pm. Schedule pick up of clothing and 
household items for a charity, poten-
tial $400/week Call Manny (310) 753-
4909
BE YOUR own boss, no commute. 
$4,000 + weekly pot’l. Call 
(800) 995-0798
BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del 
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory. 
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.
CASHIER NEEDED for evening and 
weekend shift at SM Foodmart/ liquor 
store (323) 932-0873 ext. 600.

CLEANROOM CLEANING positions 
available. Full time and part time. 
Evening work. Medical Benefits 
and 401K available. Starting be-
tween $9.50 and $10.50 hour. 
Looking for quality individuals. 
Must have good verbal/written 
skills. We will train. Interested 
candidates should apply at 1 
(888) 263-9886 or www.clean-
roomcleaning.com

BARTEND
Earn $150-400 daily. 1 or 2 week 
training. Nationwide job placement. 
Financing available. National Bartend-
ers school (310) 996-1377. www.na-
tionalbartenders.com.

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway. 
Must be experienced. All shifts. Apply 
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway, 
SM. (310) 396-9898.

CREATIVE AND mature, part-time 
sales associate wanted for current 
retail opening. Very pleasant at-
mosphere. 18-24 hrs/week. 
W01589517ill train. Apply in per-
son at Wilshire West Fine Paper. 
3023 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Established legal services co. in LAX 
area seeks industrious and well-spo-
ken Reps for phones & data entry. 
40hrs/wk, M-F 8:25am-5:25pm. 
$8/HR TO START, $10/HR AFTER 
FIRST YEAR. GENEROUS MED INS, 
401(K) AND BONUS PROGRAMS. Must 
pass background check and sub-
stance screening. Please e-mail re-
sume to: LROSE@COURTCALL.COM or 
Fax: (310) 743-1850.

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Modern, low-stress, SM office. No 
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and X-ray license required. 3-
4 days per week. 60% back office/ 
40% front office. (310) 451-1446.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with back 
office experience. Santa Monica 
office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
P/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Shelley @ (310) 260-
1204
HAIR STATION for rent in Santa Moni-
ca Hair Salon. Please call Hazel at 
(310) 450-3246

Employment
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR 
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
MED. FRONT Office Assistant
Immediate F/T Front Off. opening
for busy, multi-doctor, private practice 
in beautiful Pac. Pal. Seeking mature 
minded person that has outstanding 
ability to organize, coordinate & follow 
through on details. Responsibilities in-
clude (not limited to) processing refer-
rals, authorizations, insurance eligibil-
ity, scheduling & greeting patients. 
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS, 
ability to muti-task, and excellent 
written & oral comm.  Please 
submit/fax resumes to (310) 453-
9047 or contact Laura at (310) 413-
6722.

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales per-
son in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-998-
8305 x83

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFFICE ASST. Busy home office in 
Palisades needs f/t asst to answer 
phones, schedule appts, office tasks. 
Email Dori@MilestonesInc.com. NO 
CALLS.
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT, technical 
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for 
details. (310)478-0591.
P/T SALES of Cruises & Tours. 38 yr 
old Nat’l Tour Co. near LAX. Base + 
Comm. Paid Training, 30 hrs/wk, No 
Cold Calling. Call Aaron @ (310) 649-
7171.
RENTAL CHAIR in SM hair salon. Great 
Location! Call Mary (310) 656-2725.

RETAIL
Crossroads Trading Co. 

PT Sales/Buyer

Fun buy-sell-trade clothing co. 
seeks fashion-obsessed person 

w/excel, people skills & “can-do” 
attitude for sales/buyer position. 

APPLY IN PERSON: 1449-B 4th St, 
Santa Monica or FAX RESUME to 

Christian 310-255-0502. 

www.crossroadstrading.com

SALES
BEST Kept Secret in Sales
If you could sell a product that is 
needed by everyone, can survive any 
economic downturn, rewards success 
with bonuses and accolades and of-
fers an opportunity for advancement; 
would it be worth a five minute call? 
Looking for an outgoing, compassion-
ate, motivated Funeral Sales Counse-
lors to work in Santa Monica, Culver 
City, West LA area. No experience 
needed, we’ll train you. Call Enid Metz 
@ (310) 474-1579.  The more you 
think about it, the more it makes 
sense.

SALES-TILE/MARBLE SLABS
SM showroom. In/ out sales. Salary + 
commission. Need experience 
(310) 995-5136, Fax (310) 451-0085
SECRETARIAL/ BOOKKEEPING
SM office. Full Time (310) 995-5136, 
Fax (310) 451-0085
SECURITY GUARD needed evenings 
and weekends (310) 589-8678.

THREE HAIR Stations For Rent. 
$125/week. 2106 Wilshire Blvd. Call 
Christine (310) 829-5944
TOP DESIGNER Santa Monica Bou-
tique seeks team player, HIGH energy 
salesperson, experience preferred, 
family environment. Salary and com-
mission (310) 394-1406.
TRANSMISSION PARTS phone sales.  
Attractive commission schedule w/ 

Employment
guaranteed draw & large territory. 
medical & 401k after 6 mos.  Trans-
mission or auto parts experience help-
ful, but not required. Must be comput-
er literate.  10-person office with ac-
counts around the world looking to 
expand. Casual dress, relaxed atmos-
phere, Gardena location.  E-mail re-
sume:  lepstein@slauson.com.

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST needed 
for a busy practice in SM.  Must have 
great telephone and customer service 
skills.  Multi-tasking and computer 
skills a must. Full benefits for full-
time. Must work on Saturdays. 10hr, 
4d week.  Pay is competitive for the 
area, but will depend on experience.  
Contact Karen at 310-393-8218
WANTED: PT day clerk for local motel 
in SM. Check-in guests, courteous 
and responsible. $10/hr (310) 399-
3202.

For Sale

CUSTOM LONGBOARDS
from $400.00. Glassing/ding re-

pair, dirty glassing. 
(310) 733-9067.

SNACK AND cold sandwiches in 
office building. $20,000 including 
inventory, very low rent. OPEN 5 
DAYS A WEEK. Call Essa 
(310) 804-6528.

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (310)479-3054

Wanted
LOOKING TO rent a room in a house or 
apt. Santa Monica/ Venice area. Have 
outside cat. Can pay $500-$700. Call 
Morgan (760) 473-3183

For Rent
2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adja-
cent. 2+2, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, Newer 
building, with courtyard area, quiet 
neighborhood. Laundry rm., pkng, 1 
year lease, no pets. $1400. Call 
(310) 578-0729.

3562 MENTONE AVE. Beautiful 2 bed 
2 bath in two-story townhouse layout. 
Very quiet, spacious with newly re-
modeled kitchen and patio. Well 
priced at $1495. Call (310) 877-3074
36 ROSE Ave. Venice Beach. Com-
pletely renovated upper, 1 BR w/ 
French doors, 1/2 block to the beach, 
hardwood floors, new kitchen, light & 
bright. 1 year lease, no pets $1495 
(310) 466-9256

53 PALOMA Ave. Venice Beach single, 
great location, very sunny, 1 block 
from beach, new carpet, vinyl, paint 1 
year lease, no pets $950. Call 
(310) 877-3074
8 UNIT building. Spacious upper, 
washer/dryer, A/C, refrigerator, stove, 
dishwasher, gas fireplace, secured 
building, secured parking, blinds, 
wood/ carpet/ vinyl, balcony, good 
closets, close to shopping w/c pets 
$1650.00 2+2 (310) 271-7064

ADVERTISE YOUR RENTAL 
PROPERTY HERE!

Call Annie in Classifieds
(310) 458-7737 ext. 114

or email: anniek@smdp.com

STUNNING 2 bed 2 bath home in very 
desirable Santa Monica location. This 
two story unit offers custom features 
and amenities, eco-friendly construc-
tion in a beautifully landscaped set-
ting. One year lease, no pets. $3500 
month. Call (310) 877-3074.

For Rent
BEAUTIFUL 1-BEDROOM bungalow in 
delightful garden setting. Close to 
medical facilities and commercial 
centers yet located on a quiet tree-
lined cul-de-sac. Very nicely appoint-
ed apartment constructed with eco-
friendly technology. $1500. 1 year 
lease. No pets or smokers, please. 
Call (310) 877-3074

BEAUTIFUL MONTANA Gardens 401 
Montana Avenue, under new manage-
ment. Complete ambulatory adult liv-
ing. Includes daily meals, laundry, 
housekeeping, utilities and cable. Var-
ious apartment sizes now available for 
lease starting at $2,000/mo. 
(310) 245-9436 Beautiful Montana 
Gardens

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property manage-
ment.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS 
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to 
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1045 6th St. $1600

Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, new kitchen & bath tile
floor, new fixtures & window

coverings

845 20th St. $2050
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, new

oven, woodburning FP, large
patio

WEST LA/BRENTWOOD

10900 S.M. Blvd,, WLA,
$875

Upper single, new carpet,
near UCLA & Century City

11615 Darlington, BW,
$895

Lower bachelor, remodeled,
new kitchen & carpet, walk to

San Vicente

11856 Rochester, WLA,
$1125

Lower 1 bed, berber carpet,
dishwasher, air conditioner,

balcony

1975 Beverly Glen, WLA,
$1250

Upper 1 bed, new Pergo
floors, new windows, all new

kitchen

LIVE-WORK SPACE

2928 S.M. Blvd, SM, $1500
Unique live-work space, 775

SF, 1 bed apt, sky light,
beamed ceiling

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 

For Rent
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2375/mo 
East of Abbot Kinney/ 

South of Venice
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage

Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA single 12746 Pacific Ave. 
Unit 2, stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall 
AC, carpet, laundry, intercom entry, 
patio, parking, no pets $850, $200 off 
move in (310) 578-7512.

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. Courtyard building. Re-
frigerator, stove, dishwasher, hard-
wood floors. Bright, month-to-month 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1200/mo 
1bdrm/1bath plus dining room. Cot-
tage Style. Refrigerator, refurnished 
hardwood floors. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1495.00/mo 
2bdrm/1bath. Bright, sunny. No pets. 
Refrigerator, new carpets, new paint. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1695.00/mo 
2bdrm/1bath. Chateau seaside apart-
ment. Stove, dishwasher, fireplace, 
accent painting, parking. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1750/mo 
2bdrm/2bath. Plus living and dining 
room. Refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, 
balcony. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $975/mo Bachelor. 
Few blocks to beach! Refrigerator, 
stove. Balcony, hardwood floors 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $995.00 1 bdrm/1 
bath. Refrigerator, stove, parking, NO 
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #13, Mgr 
#19.
SANTA MONICA 2bdrms/1 3/4bath. 
Balcony, carpets. Large closets. Close 
to Montana Ave. Parking. $1850/mo 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA 2bdrms/2baths plus 
office. Stove, dishwasher, balcony, 
large closets, laundry, parking 
$2145.00/mo (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA 3BDRM/2BATHS. W/C 
pet w/deposit. Dishwasher, hardwood 
floors, A/C, W/D, built-in bookshelves. 
$2850/mo (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA BACHELOR/1BATH.
Cat ok. Laundry, 1 block to SMC, lots 
of trees, $750/mo (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
VENICE 25 19th Ave., Unit E, single, 
stove, fridge, blinds, laundry, 1/2 
block to beach. No pets $1050.00 
(310) 578-7512.
VENICE BEACH 1 bedroom in Tudor 
style building. Great location 1/2 block 
to the beach @ 39 Sunset, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310) 401-0027 
$1050.
WLA, $1275 large 1 bdrm UNOB-
STRUCTED OCEAN VIEW! Upper front, 
top of hill on private driveway. Centi-
nela Ave. (310) 390-4610.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA! 820 Bay St. Beautiful 
townhome. Large master suite on 
ground floor, 2nd floor living area in-
cludes jacuzzi tub, large living room, 
kitchen and washer/dryer hook-ups. 

3rd story loft can be used as second 
bedroom with roof-deck plus 2 car 
garage, fresh carpet, paint, and end-
less storage, a must see! $2295. Call 
(310) 877-3074.

Roommates
DESIGNER HOUSE north of Montana in 
Santa Monica $1500. Separate Mas-
ter suite for your privacy female pre-
ferred (310) 458-2702 

Commercial Lease

BEAUTIFUL ARTIST
Studio For Rent

Looking for Painters or Artists to 
share this unique setting/ one of a 
kind studio located in Santa Moni-
ca (14th and Colorado)

AVAILABLE FOR:
-Painting Classes
-Mural Work
-Designer Showroom
-Gallery Showroom
Call for details (310) 804-1516

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail 
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and Wil-
shire
(310) 806-6104 
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private 
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/ 
A/C, 310-394-3645
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550sqft office space. 3 
offices plus reception. $1250 
Nice decor. (310) 576-3433

SM OFFICE- Main St. 875 sq. feet. 
Creative space $3.15 FSG. Parking 
available. Agent (310) 593-4570
VENICE BEACH, great office space lo-
cated 1 block from beach and 1/2 
block from Windward Ave. Approx 
1800 sq.ft. Concrete floors, exposed-
beamed ceilings, entrance with clear 
douglas fir details, French doors and 
patio area with Bamboo. Available 
Now for Month-to-Month lease. 
$3600/mo. (310) 466-9256

Real Estate
CLSS - Home Down the Street

Find out what the home down the

street sold for! Free computerized

list of area home sales and current

listings. Free recorded message.

1-888-465-4534
ID# 1041 www.matillarealty.com

Home Sellers

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Real Estate
BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

$500,000
1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 P⁄MO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.875%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 4.625%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 4.25%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.25%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of April 12, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Storage Space
GREAT CREATIVE space. Perfect for 
art studio, office, storage, etc. Very 
nicely appointed. This in not a live 
space. Located at 1423 24th St., San-
ta Monica (310) 877-3074

Massage
A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing 
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full 
body massage, outcalls available. 
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.
STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

Massage

MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN
Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again

SM near Promenade, free pkg
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

Announcements

Business Opps
CLSS - Host Foreign Students

HOST
FOREIGN STUDENTS

Optional Plans
Full Compensation
(310) 859-4740

mathesonu@yahoo.com

Yard Sales

ESTATE SALE: 2 new Queen mat-
tresses, Queen slay bed, new 
brown leather couch, 3 new TVs, 2 
new couch sectionals and much 
more. Saturday June 11, 10am-
4pm 18049 Coast Line Drive, Mali-
bu 90265

GARAGE SALE Saturday June 11 
(all day) 805 Georgina Ave. (corner 
of Lincoln and Georgina)

MOVING SALE: Acoustic guitar, elec-
tric keyboard, TV, stereo, desk, laser 
printer, furniture, appliances 
(310) 581-5594.
VENICE HIGH School flea market. 
13000 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA. 
Antiques, toys, crafts, collectibles, 
jewelry, clothes. June 11, 2005, sec-
ond Saturday each month. 9am-4pm. 
Free admission & free parking. Vendor 
information call (310) 390-5851.

Health/Beauty

UNIQUE INDIVIDUALS
Hair Extensions $100/ Full Fu-
sion/ Full sew in.
Braids $50/$75/$100
Corn Rows $15/$25
‘Locs $45
Happy Holidayzzz! 
Kashmira (818) 587-1672

Lost & Found
LOST: SILVER Klein Mountain Bike in 
front of Yankee Doodle, 5/31/05. RE-
WARD. No questions. (310) 387-1659

Notices
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON THE BUDGET OF
SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

The governing board of Santa Monica-Malibu Uni-
fied School District will hold a public hearing on the 
BUDGET OF THE DISTRICT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2006, prior to Final Adoption as required 
by Education Code Section 42103.

The public hearing will be held at 1651 16th 
Street/Santa Monica, CA on June 24, at 4:30 
o'clock p.m. The public is cordially invited to attend 
this meeting.

The proposed budget will be on file and available 
for public inspection at the following location(s) 
should members of the public wish to review the 
budget prior to the public hearing. Location Office 
of the Superintendent - 1651 16th St,/Santa Moni-
ca, CA from June 21 - 24, 2005 during the hours 
of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dr. Darline P. Robles, Ph.D., Los Angeles County 
Superintendent of Schools
Los Angeles County Office of Education

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

CLSS - 1-877-33-FIX-IT

1-877-33-FIX-IT
www.HandymanOnDemand.com

(1.877.333.4948)

Services
CLSS - 14% Annual

14%
ANNUAL
12 month C.D. (Savings)

CONTACT:
dfund@mymongol.com

A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial & 
residential remodel. Honest and Reli-
able. Free estimates. Call (310)278-
5380. Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Custom Draperies

Custom
Draperies

Bedding, Table Linens
And Custom Furniture.

Call Michael at Homey LA
(323) 930-7914

homeyla@aol.com

We look forward to hearing from you!
Quality at its best.

WEST COAST Construction
• Drive Ways
• Block Walls
• Concrete
• Brick Work
• Stucco
• Ceramic Tiles

Quality Work Guaranteed!
Call Anytime, (310)466-4456

West Coast Construction

• Drive Ways
• Block Walls
• Concrete
• Brick Work
• Stucco
• Ceramic Tiles

Quality Work Guaranteed
Call anytime, (310)466-4456

CLSS - Get a Free
Get a free
surf video.
Private surf

lessons &
surf camp.

Learn from the best!
SMC Surf Instructor

(818) 990-7633 for reservations
matt@malibulongboards.com

malibulongboards.com

HONEST, DEPENDABLE housecleaner. 
Excellent references. Specializing in 
apartments. Attention to detail. Call 
Aury at 323-605-7197. Available im-
mediately.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

CLSS - Home

(323) 605-7197
Aury Bonilla

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality Cleaning

CLSS - Home DoctorSINCE 1980

The Home Doctor
THE REMEDY FOR ALL

YOUR HOUSEHOLD AILMENTS
PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL • CARPENTRY

APPLIANCES • HEATING & A/C • PLASTERING
SCREENS • GLASS • TUB & SHOWER CAULKING 

ROOFING • RAIN GUTTERS • LOCKS
SPRINKLERS • STUCCO • MASONRY

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS • PAINTING
DOOR, WINDOW & WALL LEAKS • WEATHER
PROOFING •  INSULATION • SMOKE ALARMS

CABLE TV • FIREPLACES • POOLS & SPAS
TELEPHONES & MORE

GARY ABRAMS (310) 948-1717
SYNDICATED COLUMNIST
FULLY INSURED ST. LIC #457472

ALSO, HOME INSPECTIONS
& EARTHQUAKE SAFETY

CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free 
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap & 
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Services
CLSS - Master Carpenter

MASTER
CARPENTER

Repairs  •  Remodels
Maintenance  •  Fine Carpentry

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LIC. #512638

CALL ROB
(310) 866-3533

PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Business Services

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
for international students arriving 
Jul/Aug. SM, WLA & other areas. 

COMPENSATION PROVIDED. 
310-469-1906

Computer Services
CERTIFIED MAC Tech. Repair/ Sup-
port/ Consulting/ Tutoring. (310) 
980-9254, macninjas@mac.com

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Attorney Services
LAW OFFICES of Girot, Gonzalez & As-
sociates
Bankruptcy, Civil, Personal Injury, 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Will & 
Trust
1452 2nd Street, Santa Monica, CA 
90401
Tel: (310) 899-3710

Law Offices of
Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil

Personal Injury
Criminal Defense

Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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NEW CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE•SANTA MONICA
1-800-MY-MERCEDES

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD•SM

310-453-2045

MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED PROGRAM INCLUDES
7 DAY TRIAL EXCHANGE • 1 YEAR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY

WWW.MBZSANTAMONICA.COM
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 06/12/05

ON SELECT PRE-OWNED MERCEDES-BENZ
ON ABOVE AVERAGE CREDIT • APR OFFER ONLY FOR C-CLASS AND M-CLASS MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AND TIER 1 CUSTOMERS ONLY.

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS INSANTA MONICA

2.9% CLS 500 IN STOCK NOW!IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
S65, SL, SLK, CL65, SL65, CLK CABS, SL55, E55 AMG, SL600

LIMITED TERM FINANCING2.9%

l APR

1•800•MY•MERCEDES1•800•MY•MERCEDES

INTRODUCING THE NEW CLS.

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

W.I.SIMONSON INC.W.I.SIMONSON INC.

2001 E320 VIN#055227 $25,995
2002 E320WAG VIN#158165 $29,995
2003 E320 VIN#366290 $36,995
2004 E320 VIN#445021 $42,995

E-CLASSE-CLASS SPECIALTIESSPECIALTIES
$24,995

STARTING ATONLY

$24,995
1AT THIS PRICE ’01 E320 VIN#219799

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$499.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3124 cap cost reduction + $795
acquisition fee = $3919 less $500 W.I. Simonson contribution = $3419 total due at signing ($0 security
deposit). MSRP $50,770. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

$459.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2583 cap cost reduction +
$795 acquisition fee = $3378 total due at siging ($0 security deposit). MSRP $49,260. Tier 1
Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

$329.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2179 cap cost reduction +
$795 acquisition fee = $2974  total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP $34,360. Tier 1 Credit.
10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

2005 CLK 3202006 E350 SEDAN2005 C230 SPORT SED
W.I. SIMONSON

EXCLUSIVE!
DEALER

CONTRIBUTION

$500
2006 E350 SEDAN

ONLY

$329$329 $459$459$499$499

2000 S500 VIN#053431 $39,995
2001 S430 VIN#200247 $41,995
2001 S500 VIN#197100 $44,995
2002 S500 VIN#281460 $49,995
2002 S500 VIN#300579 $54,995

S-CLASSS-CLASS
$39,995

STARTING ATONLY

$39,995
1AT THIS PRICE ’01 S430 VIN#211777

WE WILL BEATANY ADVERTISEDPRICE GUARANTEED!
Just bring us any Southern California ad 

dated within the last week on any 
identically equipped, in stock, 
year, make, model & MSRP, 

and we’ll beat it!

2002 CLK32AMG VIN#238621 $37,995
2000 CL500 VIN#005854 $49,495
2005 SLK350 VIN#041560 $49,995
2002 CLK55 AMG VIN#070432 $53,995
2000 CL500 VIN#005374 $54,995
2005 CLK500 CAB VIN#070432 $54,995
2002 CL500 VIN#020678 $59,995
2002 CL500 VIN#023612 $59,995
2002 CL600 VIN#024453 $69,995
2005 CL500 VIN#044483 $84,995

THE MERCEDES-BENZ SUMMER EVENT.


