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BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

When Lucille Powell walked through her Pico neigh-
borhood Saturday night, she did so not only to reclaim it
but also to remember her son who was a victim of sense-
less violence.

Powell’s son, Kenneth, was killed in Culver City 12
years ago during a drive-by shooting. He wasn’t in a
gang, but the friends he was visiting were.

That’s why Powell joined about 20 others from The
First A.M.E. Church by the Sea, St. Anne’s Catholic
Church and various community members to walk in a
procession through the Pico neighborhood to help sup-
press violence there.

“(The violence) should never have been allowed to get
to this level,” she said. 

The eight-square block area — which runs north of
the Santa Monica Freeway to Santa Monica Boulevard,
south to Pico Boulevard and east from Lincoln
Boulevard to Centinela Boulevard — has historically
been the center of Santa Monica’s violent crime and drug
dealing.

The neighborhood also has been engulfed in a turf war
between two rival gangs — the Graveyard Crips and the
Santa Monica 17th Street gang. The tension appears to be
not only racially motivated between the two groups —
one black, the other Latino — but also territorial.

So it was symbolic that Rev. Ronald Williams, from

the predominantly black congregation of the First A.M.E
church, and Father Mike Guitterez of St. Anne’s — a
renown Hispanic leader — joined hands to help end the
area’s violence.

The two leaders will bring groups of their congrega-
tions together on a weekly basis to randomly walk
through the Pico neighborhood. They hope the walks will
help reconnect their churches with the community, as
well as help suppress the violence.

As the group walked along some of the cracked and
upturned sidewalks of the neighborhood, many residents
waved from their front lawns and windows. A few even
joined in.

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Despite that cash-strapped Santa Monica is delaying
major improvements throughout the city, officials are
still moving forward with planning for a completely
revamped downtown.

City council members have called a special meeting
Tuesday to bring together the Civic Center working group,
the Promenade uses taskforce and the Santa Monica Place
planning committee to coordinate their plans. 

All three groups have been examining their respective
business districts in the city in an effort to improve them.

Instead of having each group work independently and
report to the city council at different times, council mem-
bers hope all three bodies can connect each group’s goals
into one vision.

“All of this is connected to each other,” said Mayor
Mike Feinstein. “What one group does will inevitably
affect what the other groups are doing.”

The Santa Monica Place planning group has finished
studying how to better connect the enclosed mall into the
downtown.

While the focus of the group’s work was how to end
congestion in the mall’s parking garages and make the
mall more pedestrian-friendly, the group also may sug-
gest possibly extending The Third Street Promenade
through the mall — connecting it with the Civic Center.

The plan could have far-reaching effects on how
downtown Santa Monica is developed in the future — to
the point that it could alter plans for where the future

Expo light rail line will go, Feinstein said.
Promenade business owners, civic leaders and resi-

dents have been asked to determine a proper balance
between retail stores and restaurants along the city’s out-
door mall.

Some city officials are concerned too many restau-
rants are leaving the Promenade, invariably altering its

character. In January, the city council temporarily banned
converting any more space occupied by a restaurant into
a retail store.

At the same time, the city is moving forward with a
civic center proposal that would remodel the area to

By The Associated Press

STINSON BEACH — A surfer
who was attacked by a shark at
Stinson Beach was recovering over
the weekend and talking about the
toothy beast that nearly took him
down for good.

Speaking from his hospital bed
Saturday, Lee Fontan, 24, of Bolinas,
said he’s just glad to be alive. He
spent much of the weekend watching
World Cup soccer games on televi-
sion and reflecting on the attack.

“I saw the jaws of death ... right in
front of my face,” he said. “I can’t
believe he didn’t bite my hand off.”

Fontan was in critical condition

following the attack, but was
upgraded to fair condition by
Sunday. He received 100 stitches
during a one-and-a-half hour opera-
tion on his leg and shoulder.

Fontan was attacked Friday about
300 feet off Stinson Beach, 20 miles
northwest of San Francisco. He was
plucked from his surfboard by a
shark that witnesses said was about
15 feet long.

Fontan told the San Francisco
Chronicle that he never saw the
shark coming until it was too late.

“It grabbed me ... just like a fresh-
water bass will grab a frog,” Fontan
said. Witnesses said the shark lifted

Fontan high out of the water in its jaws.
He plans to resume surfing once

he fully recovers.
Another shark attack occurred

Friday when a shark bit the foot of a
teen-ager swimming about 200 feet
off Florida’s St. George Island,
police said.

The 16-year-old boy underwent
three hours of surgery after attack
and was recovering well, said Jay
Abbott, chief of St. George Island
Fire and Rescue.

The boy was vacationing on the
island with his family. He was released
from a Panama City hospital Saturday,
but his name was not released.

Surfer improving after surgery for
shark wounds; tells of vicious attack

Pico residents walk to end area’s violence

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Father Mike Guitterez of St. Anne’s Catholic Church
leads walkers through the Pico neighborhood
Saturday evening.

SM city council to host ‘meeting of the minds’
See WALK, page 4

See MEETING, page 4

"Peace becomes possible when 
fellowship is forged face-to-face,

like we did it tonight." 

— KEVIN MCKEOWN
Santa Monica Mayor Pro Tem



LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Another might drop a lot of work on you.
Your strongest asset is your ability to remain posi-
tive no matter what goes down. News from anoth-
er could be disconcerting. First, get past your
immediate reaction. Tonight: Get some exercise.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Join your imagination and your uncan-
ny insight, and you simply cannot do anything
wrong. You can act on the spur of the moment
and know you’re landing right where you need to
be. Interpersonal relationships flourish. Tonight:
Go for what you want — OK?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Security must play a greater role in your
decision-making process right now. You might
find that someone simply doesn’t agree. You
could make this a big deal if you want to. A
partner delights you with wonderful news 
that could impact your finances. Tonight:
Togetherness works.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Your phone rings. Someone knocks at
the door. You might wonder about the onslaught
of activity around you. Consider what might be
going on with a close associate. This person
might blow your mind with what he or she offers.
Tonight: Surround yourself with like minds.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Dig into work and get your job done.
Finances could weigh on your mind. Don’t allow
someone to distract you from your main objec-
tive. A co-worker might want more than just a
professional relationship. Be careful. Tonight:
Pick up a new summer item.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ Visualize more of what you desire in an
important relationship. Even if you aren’t
involved in a relationship, start thinking in terms
of what you want. Don’t let fatigue or a sinking
feeling dominate your thoughts. Tonight: Beam
in what you want.

HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★ Take a deep breath before walking into
work. You could be a bit exhausted or dragging,
making your thinking process a bit slow.
Knowing this fact, postpone major decisions.
Indulge a family member or yourself. Take some
time off. Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ A meeting could cause financial dis-
comfort on some level. You might want to review
what is happening here. Your ability to reach out
for others comes through. Others respond to your
request. Jump on an opportunity. Tonight: Zoom
in on what you want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Don’t drag your feet. Keep your eye on the
long term, both professionally and emotionally.
Your thoughts take you in a new direction if you
allow yourself to flow. Don’t always be so hard
on yourself. Share more of your inner thoughts.
Tonight: Work late.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Your optimism takes you in a new direc-
tion if you flow with the moment. Be positive
about news that comes forward, even if you might
be slightly uptight about what you hear. Allow
more happiness in your life. Follow through on a
great idea. Tonight: Relax to a good movie.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Visualize more of what you want and
need from others, and encourage others to do the
same. Learn to create more of what you want
from life. Your instincts are right on about a
neighbor or someone in your day-to-day environ-
ment. Tonight: Play away.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Others present different options. You see
one option as much better for you. Let an associ-
ate know where you’re coming from, as well as
what you think would work. Don’t let a difficult
responsibility weigh you down, or you could start
thinking negatively. Tonight: Go along with plans.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Aries, get a good nights sleep
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“If you tell the truth you don’t 
have to remember anything.”

— Mark Twain (1835-1910)

QUOTE of the DAY

TUESDAY PINT NIGHT
PALE ALE •  AMBER • LAGER • HEFEWEIZEN

PILSNER • ESB •  STOUT • IPA

1st pint $5.00
Refills for only $3.00

You get to keep the glass!

HAPPY HOUR 4-6pm
Monday thru Friday

29 OF THE BEST 
BEERS FROM AROUND THE

WORLD ON DRAUGHT

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • Fax  310.314.4857

LONA 
ANTIQUES & FURNITURE

ON CONSIGNMENT

2316/2408 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA (AT KENSINGTON)

310-581-5566
16,000 sq.ft of Fabulous Buys

on Consignment and New Furniture

Mon.— Sat. 10am-7pm

Specializing in 
19th Century Antiques

Money Back Guarantee on All Purchases

$5 off
any purchase of 

$25 or more
Cannot be combined with any

other offer

FEDORA PRIMO
HAT MERCHANTS

216 PIER AVENUE, SANTA MONICA
(just off Main Street)

310 399 8584

makins hats ltd.



LOCAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Monday, June 3, 2002 ❑ Page 3

Since 1967
QQuuaalliittyy  &&  VVaalluuee  AAllwwaayyss!!

““MMaayy  wwee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  ......

eevveerryytthhiinngg!!””

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  11//22  pprriiccee  oommeelleetttteess

ddaaiillyy  bbeettwweeeenn  66aamm--77aamm  

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Large Cheese Pizza,
Large Spaghetti, 
and Large Salad 

$19.95
310.451.SLICE (7542)

915 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

Middle school does its part
in war on breast cancer

BY MELISSA PRICE
Special to the Daily Press

Alec Richker is known around Lincoln
Middle School as “The Breast Cancer Kid.” 

The 11-year-old spurred on his class-
mates to collect more than 4,200 red tab
tops from cans of Hansen’s Natural Sodas
in an  effort to find a cure for cancer. 

For each tab, Hansen Natural
Corporation donated 10 cents to breast can-
cer research at the City of Hope National
Medical Center and Beckman Research
Institute. Hansen donated a total of $50,000.

Richker’s aunt, Lori Plager, was diag-
nosed with breast cancer four years ago. 

“I didn’t know what it was until my aunt
had it,” Richker said, adding that she went
through grueling chemotherapy. “She lost
all of her hair. It was pretty frightening.” 

Richker started gathering the tabs on a
small scale after he noticed the label on
the soda can. 

“I noticed that a can said ‘save lives,
save tabs’ and thought ‘That’s kinda
cool,’" he said.

He stuffed tabs in his pocket, tossed them
in his lunchbox and brought them home. 

Richker then approached Lincoln
Middle School Principal Ilene Straus to

find a way for more students to become
involved. She challenged him to come
back with a plan and she would help him
launch it throughout the school.

He placed folders in more than 40 fifth-
period classes so students could deposit
their tabs after lunch. He canvassed the
playground and cafeteria during lunch and
recess to gather the tabs from students.

“A lot of people would have their tabs

ready and waiting for me to come by,”
he said. 

Richker had plenty of help from his
schoolmates, teachers and family.

“If I couldn’t get to the cafeteria,

everyone would leave their tabs on the
tables and Joe the janitor would collect
them for me,” he said.

Aschool staffer challenged two other stu-
dents to turn in 10 tabs each day. They
became two of Richker’s biggest supporters. 

“They carried around big buckets and
would come up to people and say ‘fork
over your tabs,’" Richker said. His 8-year-
old brother Aidan counted the tabs he
brought home from school each day.

Straus said she was impressed with
Richker because he was organized and
had a plan in mind. But even more,
Richker came up with the idea on his own,
she added.

As the school’s principal, Straus and her
staffers try to teach students the value of
community. But it can be difficult because

most of the students are adolescents.
“It’s really important for kids to know

that the world isn’t about them,” she
said. “This was great because it was stu-
dent initiated.”

Richker’s aunt, Lori Plager, helped him
prepare a speech he delivered over the
school’s public address system. 

“I just said that one person could make
a difference and told them how many
women died of breast cancer every year,”
he said. “It was effective because it was
novel and a lot of people listened.”

Due to the overwhelming response to
the program, Hansens decided to double
the amount it will donate to $100,000 in
its next campaign. 

Richker already is gearing up for the
next school year. 

“I’ll have to tell people about it again
because people have kinda forgot,” he said.

Richker wants to place collection fold-
ers on the recycling cans so students will
remember to take the tabs off their cans
before they recycle them. To thank
Richker for his work, Hansens is provid-
ing the school with motivational speaker
Gale Webb, who will kick-off breast can-
cer awareness month in October. Webb
also will give a much anticipated skate-
boarding demonstration.

The aspiring poet also has eyes on a
school council seat next year.

Plager is now in remission. When
asked why he sacrificed his time to collect
the thousands of tabs, Richker said, “I just
wanted to do something, you know?”

Local student crushes cancer with soda can tabs

Today looks like there will be a boatload of different
swells in the water. Southeast and northwest swells are
building, making wave heights in most areas hovering
between three and four feet by the afternoon. Breaks
exposed to two or more of these swells should have four-

to five-foot surf with possibly bigger sets. Conditions will be fair and waves will be
waist to head high.

Saturday and Sunday breaks remain big, with Monday’s surf tapering off a foot
with waist to shoulder high waves in good conditions.

(Information compiled by Jesse Haley)

Location Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Water Quality
County Line 3-6/fair 3-6/fair 3-5/fair 3-4/fair A
Zuma 3-6/fair 3-5/fair 3-5/fair 3-5/fair A
Surfrider 3-5/fair 3-5/fair 3-4/fair 2-4/fair A
Topanga 3-5/fair 3-5/fair 3-5/fair 3-5/fair A
Breakwater 3-6/fair 3-6/fair 3-5/fair 3-5/fair A
El Porto 3-5/fair 3-5/fair 3-5/fair 3-4/fair A

There has been talk amongst some
elected officials that Santa Monica may
have too many establishments that serve
alcohol. Some have even suggested that
the government regulate how many bars
and restaurants should be located in dif-
ferent areas of the city.

But the city’s planning department has
placed the issue at the bottom of its list of
priorities for next year.

This week Q-Line wants to know,
“Does Santa Monica have a drinking
problem? If so, should the city govern-
ment intervene?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less; it
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Alec Richker

“I noticed that a can said
‘save lives, save tabs’ and

thought ‘That’s kinda cool.’”

— ALEC RICHKER

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
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SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

1333 Santa Monica Blvd. (corner of 14th and Santa Monica) • (310) 899-0076
Lunch-Time Delivery Available

FREE 
SUB SANDWICH

Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd 
of equal or lesser value for

FREE!!
With Coupon. Expires 6/15/02

HOUSE SPECIALTY PHILLY CHEESE STEAKS
Italian Hoagies • Burgers • Hot Dogs • Salads ... and more

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F
6 Tap Beers• 8 TVs — NHL/NBA

““II  HHAATTEE  HHIIDDDDEENN  CCOOSSTTSS!!”” —DDRR..  RROOSSSS  SSOOMMEERRSS,,  OOPPTTOOMMEETTRRIISSTT,,  (UUCCLLAA  AAlluummnnii)

Frequent 
Replacement

CCOONNTTAACCTT  LLEENNSSEESS iinncclluuddeess:: CCoommpplleettee  EEyyee  EExxaamm  • CCaarree  KKiitt

CCoommppuutteerriizzeedd  CCoonnttaacctt  LLeennss  FFiittttiinngg  • 66  MMoonntthhss  FFoollllooww--UUpp  CCaarree

SSeerrvviiccee  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  (lliikkee  iinnssuurraannccee)

Vision plans & Medi-cal welcome/Appointment made 24 hours a day!

(310) 319-9999
1531 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica (corner of 16th Street, across from jaguar Showroom)

$145

*1 yr. supply
7 pairsCOMPUEYE CARE®

with Ad
Expires 6/30/02

Sunkissed Tanning
926 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

Call for an appointment • 310.451.9895

Buy Two Months of Unlimited Tanning, Get One Free!
Regular beds only

only with this coupon • more coupons at www.sunkissedtan.com

� �

TEMPORARY/LONG LASTING
COLOR/AIRBRUSH TATTOOS
3-5 days • Many colors available • Hypo Allergenic Make-up used

Bar Mitzvah • Birthday Parties • Graduation • Special & Corporate Events

MARTA FISCHER (310) 453-9002
1317 Princeton St. #1, Santa Monica • E-mail: Partyfaces@aol.com

• Hand Finished Laundry
• Wet Cleaning
• Custom Tailoring
• Custom Leather Garments
• Leather Clean & Repair
• Alterations

VICTOR’S CLEANERS & TAILORS
SINCE 1944

700 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica 90401
(310) 394-2724 • Fax (310) 458-1505

20% off
Your Laundry, Dry cleaning

and Tailoring exp. 6/30/02

\EVENT CATERINGLUNCH • DINNER • DELIVERY • TAKE OUT

1432 A FOURTH STREET
SANTA MONICA
Between Broadway 

& Santa Monica Blvd.
FREE 2 HOUR PARKING 
in structure 5 before 6 

Call the Rib Hotline

820-RIBS

*FREE*
You are cordially invited to enjoy one

COMPLIMENTARY ENTREÉ
with a purchase of a second entreé of 

equal or lesser value.
Dine in only. Good at Santa Monica Restaurant only.

Limit one coupon with purchase of entreé. Not available with other coupon offers.
You must present this coupon. expires 6/09/02

Pilot was on his way to
Santa Monica Airport
By The Associated Press

ALHAMBRA — A small plane made
an emergency landing in the car pool lane
of Interstate 10 in this suburb six miles
east of Los Angeles on Sunday.

The single-engine Cessna managed to
avoid cars as it came down, and there
were no immediate reports of injuries,
said California Highway Patrol Officer
John Seumanutafa.

The pilot, who was en route to Santa
Monica from Palm Springs, radioed an

emergency call to the highway patrol as
he was going down at 5:42 p.m.,
Seumanutafa said.

“There are no reports of injuries. There
was no impact with any other vehicles,”
the officer said.

Police have closed one eastbound land
of the highway, but all lanes westbound
remain open, Seumanutafa said.

The Federal Aviation Administration
has given the CHP permission to begin
removing the plane from the landing site,
he added.

CHP dispatched four patrol cars to the
scene. One fire truck from the Alhambra
Fire Department was also at the site.

“It felt good to do this,” said Doug
Willis, a 25-year Pico resident. “We
talked to people; several people asked
what we were doing and came along.

“Many of us live in this community
and take great pride in where we live, and
we need to make that presence known.”

At the corner of 17th Street and
Delaware, the site of many shootings, the
group paused to join hands and say a
prayer for peace. Their voices echoed off
the surrounding homes, where many resi-
dents pulled back their blinds to watch the
commotion.

Joining arms, Williams and Guitterez
led the procession down the cul-de-sac on
20th Street — where two teen-agers were
recently caught in the crossfire of a gang-
related incident — before heading back to
the church.

On the corner of 21st Street and
Delaware Street, a young man approached
Powell and asked her what the group was
doing. When she told him, he responded
by saying he had been struck by a bullet
after  he was caught in the middle of a
shooting a few years ago.

She urged the young man to join the
group and walk with them. But he declined
and told her to catch up with the group.

“It’s for people like him that we

walked,” Powell said. “I definitely think
this will work. I have faith this will work.”

While the event was organized by the
two churches, the object wasn’t to prose-
lytize or preach. It was to make their pres-
ence felt. 

“The church is present; it has been
present to what is going on,” said
Guitterez. “We are here for a purpose and
bringing the community together like this
is part of the gospel message.”

Mayor Mike Feinstein and Mayor Pro
Tem Kevin McKeown, along with a few
potential city council candidates and Santa
Monica High School’s newly elected stu-
dent body president marched as well.

“Peace becomes possible when fellow-
ship is forged face-to-face, like we did it
tonight,” McKeown said.

include a town square, a garden walk
with botanical and sculpture gardens,
plenty of open space and bicycle paths,
as well as a child development facility
and a revamped City Hall.

The civic center, located on Main
Street between Colorado Avenue and
Pico Boulevard, serves as an integral part

of town because of its proximity to down-
town, Santa Monica Place, Palisades
Park, the Santa Monica Pier, the Ocean
Park neighborhood and Main Street.

The city purchased the 11-acre site
from the RAND Corporation in 2000 for
$53 million with the intention of com-
pletely overhauling the civic center area
so it would better connect to downtown
Santa Monica.

Peace walks will continue
WALK, from page 1

City council to coordinate
downtown planning groups

Plane makes emergency
landing on Interstate 10

MEETING, from page 1

“(The violence) should
never have been allowed

to get to this level.”

— LUCILLE POWELL
Pico resident

ADVERTISE!
310-458-7737

Santa Monica Daily Press
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BRUNO’S
Lunch: Served Mon.-Sat. from 11:30am-4pm

Dinner: Served 7 days a week from 4pm-11pm

(310) 395-5589
1652 Ocean Ave., Santa Monica 90401

PANTELEONE LUNCH SPECIALS
10” Pizza/one topping with soda — $5.00
Meatball sandwich with soda and salad

Pasta • Pizza • Subs

wildfiber
fiber arts supplies - yyaarrnnss - books - classes

a very modern, 
traditional knitting shop

1453 14th street • santa monica • 310.458.2748

MALFER MULTI MEDIA
Full Service Website Design & Development

Santa Monica based • Building great websites since 1997

CLIENTS INCLUDE:
The City of Santa Monica
Fred Sands/Vintage Capital Group
Mori Lee Wedding Dresses

Visit www.malfer.com for a 
complete description of our services

and to view the sites we have 
created for our clients

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE:
Warren Malfer310/656-1082 warren@malfer.com

KKAARRTTEEKK
MUFFLER & AUTO REPAIR

Quality 
Repairs at

Reasonable
Rates

Complete
Auto Repair
Foreign &
Domestic

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
$15.95 up to 5 quarts of Castrol

GTX  (most cars)

2310 COTNER AVE., WEST LA 90064 11480 GATEWAY BLVD., WEST LA 90064
310.444.4938 310.477.7475

We Specialized in Custom Exhaust Systems & Transmissions

GUARANTEED SERVICE!!

$2.00 Hazardous waste fee extra. with coupon. Expires 6/30/02
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SANTA MONICA
Brentwood Country Mart

(310) 451-2728

WESTWOOD VILLAGE
Westwood Blvd. & Weyburn Ave.

(310) 824-2225

w w w . W h i t e r a n d B r i g h t e r. c o m
FREE Teeth Whitening for New Patients with Dental Insurance

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  2211  yyeeaarrss  iinn  tthhee  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Sandwich

with Soup or Salad
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By Dan Dunn

The telephone is ringing 
I say, “Hi, it’s me. Who is it there on

the line?”
A voice says, “Hi, hello, how are you.

Well, I guess I’m doin’ fine” 
He says, “It's three a.m., there's too

much noise. Don't you people ever wanna
go to bed? Just 'cause you feel so good,
do you have To drive me out of my head?”

— The Rolling Stones, “Get Off of My
Cloud.”

Be forewarned: I write angry when I’m
tired, and I’m writing this at a most
ungodly hour when damn near everyone
else, save convenient store clerks and
speed freaks, is fast asleep under the cov-
ers, dreaming about Russell Crowe … and
yeah, I mean the guys too!

(The Crowe thing reminds me of some-
thing I learned once from a Kentucky
woman drinking something called a sloe
gin fizz: There are two final stages to a
sexual relationship, the part where you
wish/imagine your partner is somebody
much better looking and glamorous than
they are, and the final-final part where
you wish/imagine YOU are somebody
much better looking and glamorous.)

So I should be asleep, but I’m wide
awake. Partly because I still put stock in
such old-fashioned journalistic principles
as meeting deadlines, and partly because
I’m trying to finish the latest draft of the
“Fun Things To Do With Mud” script to
give to the dry cleaner-cum-producer
known as Fong (see last week’s column,
but try to keep up — I can’t carry this
relationship on my own). 

But mostly I’m wide awake due to the
strident late-night vocal stylings of my
new neighbor, who henceforth will spite-
fully be referred to as The Screamer, and
performs with a percussion accompani-
ment best described as headboard bongos.
Just as I write this, she hit a note higher
than any I’ve heard since my friend
Dennis had that bicycle seat incident on
Moab’s Slick Rock trail. That was fol-
lowed by a scream that sounded for all the
world like the remixed screech of a mis-
adjusted fanbelt combined with that
sound a modem makes when it hits con-
nection pay dirt.

To make things worse, I’ve seen The
Screamer — bumped into her in the hall
the other night when she got home from
work. So I wound up welcoming The
Screamer to the neighborhood and giving
her a quick-rundown of the amenities —
as if occasionally being able to find street
parking within five blocks of the building
qualifies as an amenity — and I may have
made a joke or two about the steep penal-
ty for being late with the rent … geez, I
gotta get some new material. 

Truth is, I don’t know what in the
world I actually said to the gal because the
entire time we were talking what I was
really listening to was the little voice in
my head — the one I call Cyrano de
Brainiac, who feeds smooth lines to my

subconscious … carefully crafted lines
that damn near always net me a game of
mattress hockey. I think some of the
words asked if her necklace was hand-
made, because it sure looked much like
some tribal crafts I’d seen in Bora Bora
that time Sting hosted the mountain
climbing party … stuff like that.

But alas, not even Cyrano could put
that puck in play. And this has everything
to do with what was said at The End of
my conversation with The Screamer. The
End part I remember quite well. It went
like this:

Me: “So, maybe after you get settled in
and all, I could officially welcome you to
the neighborhood by buying you a drink.
There’s a great little place up the street
called The Some Young Moon Saloon.
You can’t beat the Anchor Steam on tap.”

Her: “That sounds great …”
… she lied. At least, I think she was

lying. She had to be, ‘cuz chicks don’t
drink Anchor Steam. Too heavy for them.
Still, I like to throw that out like a test reel
— see if they bite regardless. If they do,
I’m “in” like a Moby record at a gay bar
(not the best analogy, but again, I’m writ-
ing tired and angry). But you get the point
— chick says yes to an Anchor Steam at a
place named after a dead Chinese dictator,
and she’s digging the FunHog something
proper. Unless, or course …

Her: “do you mind if my boyfriend
comes along?”

You’re absolutely right I do! What do I
look like, the damn Welcome Wagon?

Me: Boyfriend? No … I mean, sure,
bring him along … but I’ve gotta get
going now … something’s … wrong …
with … the … parking. I’ll, um, call you
about that beer sometime.

Than I ran back into the apartment, a
lonely, defeated man. But I got over it.
Until that night, that is.

That night I discovered that not only is
The Screamer’s boyfriend inconveniently
(at least as far as I was concerned) still
alive, he’s apparently packing more pack-
age than a U.S. Marine squadron in
Kabul.. Either that, or he’s doing things
most men haven’t even considered yet.
It’s the only explanation for the sound he
makes her make. Now, by the way, it’s
suddenly silent after a three-minute
refrain that sounded like maybe 300 cats
fighting in a giant sack.

So maybe it’s worth rethinking, espe-
cially with the JCPA status. I’ll just
befriend Marine Boy and after all, I live
next door. Before I’m through, he’ll think
that TV show “Fifth Wheel” is Dating
Game, 2002.

Failing that, I’ll just hook maybe six or
seven digital mikes to my wall, download
these sounds to my laptop and lay down a
few rap lyrics. Nothing like a great
soundtrack for a movie about having fun
with mud.

(Dan Dunn, a Santa Monica resident,
writes for Warner Bros. Online. For more
FunHog fun, check out www.thefunhog.com.)

‘The screamer’ proves
not to be a good neighbor



BY STEVE LAWRENCE
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO —
The Legislature’s version
of the Energizer Bunny —
the long-running hearings
on the Oracle contract —
continue this week with
the state’s budget chief
facing questions about the
potentially costly deal.

Tim Gage, Gov. Gray
Davis’ director of finance,
will be grilled Tuesday
about why the state didn’t
verify Oracle Corp.’s
claims of big savings
before it signed the $95
million, no-bid agreement.

“Tim Gage said,
‘Sometimes we don’t make

the rules’ and OK’d the
deal,” said Assemblyman
Dean Florez, chairman of
the Joint Legislative Audit
Committee. “We’re inter-
ested in figuring out that if
we don’t make the rules,
who does?”

The contract was sup-
posed to save California up
to $111 million through vol-
ume purchasing and main-
tenance of database soft-
ware. But the state auditor
says the deal could end up
costing up to $41 million
more than if the state had
kept its previous software
supply arrangements.

Oracle, a Redwood
Shores-based company, is
sharply critical of the audi-

tor’s analysis and defends
the contract as a great deal
for the state.

The committee has
already taken 67 hours of
testimony on the Oracle
deal and other state con-
tracts and plans up to five
more hearings, two this
week and three the next.

Florez, D-Shafter, told
Assembly Speaker Herb
Wesson last week that he
plans to wrap up the hear-
ings on June 13.

But Republicans say the
panel should be ready to
hold even more hearings.

“We believe it more
important to provide tax-
payers and all interested
parties (with) an inquiry 

that is thorough, fair and
objective rather than one
that is incomplete, partisan
and biased due to an unnec-
essary deadline,” six GOP
members of the committee
said in a letter to Florez and
Wesson.

Florez says the June 13
date isn’t a firm deadline but
that the committee needs to
finish its work sometime
soon to allow Attorney
General Bill Lockyer to
complete his investigation
of the contract.

“Sure (the Republicans)
would like this to go on
through next year, but we
are an oversight commit-
tee, not the AG’s office,”
he said.

Nathan Barankin, a
spokesman for Attorney
General Bill Lockyer, said
that completion of the com-
mittee’s work would remove
“some impediments” for the
attorney general.

“It’s inevitable that any-
time there are overlapping
investigations occurring
that you can run into sched-
uling conflicts while you’re
trying to interview relevant
individuals,” he said

On Wednesday the
committee is scheduled to
hear from State Auditor
Elaine Howel and one of
her predecessors, Kurt
Sjoberg, who did an analy-
sis for Oracle that support-
ed the company’s position.

“It’s the battle of the
auditors, past and present,”
Florez said.

Oracle representatives
complained angrily before
the Sjoberg appearance
was announced that their
testimony kept getting put
off and that Florez didn’t
plan to let them really pres-
ent their side of the story.
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BY ANDREW BRIDGES
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A lawmaker planned to unveil a
bill Monday that would raise California’s smoking age
from 18 to 21, making it the highest in the nation.

The bill would make it illegal for anyone under 21 to
purchase tobacco products, including cigarettes, in the
state. All 50 states set a minimum age of at least 18 fol-
lowing a 1992 directive from Congress. In three states —
Alabama, Alaska and Utah — the legal age is 19.

State Assemblyman Paul Koretz, D-West Hollywood,
said the goal is to cut smoking rates among kids in their
teens, the age when most smokers pick up the habit.

More than 400,000 deaths each year in the U.S. are
attributable to tobacco-related causes, according to the
Centers for Disease Control. The American Lung
Association estimates about 90 percent of all smokers

begin smoking before the age of 21.
“Our highest calling is to do things that save lives and

the best way to prevent smoking deaths is to prevent peo-
ple from becoming addicted to tobacco in the first place.
My bill is the best way to do that,” Koretz said.

The move follows a February vote by the California
Medical Association to push for the change in state law.

Dr. Leonard Klay, a Santa Rosa obstetrician and gyne-
cologist who introduced the measure at the association’s
annual meeting, said a higher smoking age, along with
peer pressure and the taxes that make cigarettes unaf-
fordable for many teens, should cut smoking rates.

“If you’re smoking by age 21, it’s very difficult to
quit,” said Klay, 64, who smoked for more than dozen
years after beginning at age 19.

The American Lung Association initially was cool to
the medical group’s proposal, saying it preferred to con-
centrate on enforcing current tobacco-related laws.

On Friday, however, Paul Knepprath, a lobbyist for
the American Lung Association of California, said the
group would support the proposed legislation, despite
what he called a lack of evidence that a hike in the mini-
mum age would reduce youth smoking.

Anti-smoking activists fear the bill could derail other
tobacco-related legislative efforts, including continued
pushes to boost taxes on cigarettes.

Gov. Gray Davis has proposed tacking 50 cents on
each pack of cigarettes to help close an expected $23.6
billion budget shortfall. The Lung Association and others
are pushing to add an additional 15 cents on top of that to
go to anti-smoking efforts.

Brendan McCormick, a spokesman for Philip Morris
USA, the nation’s largest tobacco company, said the
company believes a better approach to curbing youth
smoking is enforcement of existing laws, but that it
would remain neutral on the bill.

“We will be guided by whatever society says the mini-
mum age should be for tobacco products,” McCormick said.

University of Southern California student Rob
Mariano, 21, said he didn’t think tighter access would
prevent young people from smoking.

“They can try all they want, but kids are going to find
ways to get cigarettes,” said Mariano, who began smoking
at 14. Mariano said he bought cigarettes from stores that
didn’t ask for identification or had older friends buy them.

Because the deadline for introducing new bills has
passed, Koretz planned to amend an existing tobacco-
related bill to seek the change in state law.

That bill, AB 1453, would also ban ashtrays where it
is illegal to smoke, require them in designated smoking
areas and restrict the distribution of free tobacco samples.
It has been stalled in the state Senate for the past year.

Assembly bill seeks to raise state’s smoking age to 21

Denis Poroy/Associated Press
Runners dressed as Elvis get off the starting
line with Joseph Kibor (24) and John Gwako
(11), both of Kenya, at the beginning of the Rock
'N' Roll Marathon in San Diego on Sunday. Over
20,000 runners took part in the annual race with
a Rock 'N' Roll theme.

Run me tender

Hearings resume with finance director
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BY DEEPTI HAJELA
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Hundreds of relatives
of people lost on Sept. 11 joined hands at
the site of the World Trade Center on
Sunday as those hit hardest by terrorism
sought solace at an interfaith memorial
ceremony marking the end of the recov-
ery effort.

Family members hoisted pictures of
their loved ones above their heads as the
ceremony began with bagpipers playing
“Amazing Grace.” Then, a woman sang
“God Bless America” amid the muffled
sobs of relatives.

Among those at the site was William
Healey, whose niece Renee Newell, was a
passenger on American Airlines Flight 11,
the airliner that was flown into the World
Trade Center’s north tower.

“My niece is here forever,” Healey
said, speaking before the ceremony. “It
doesn’t seem like it’s the last day to me.”

The ceremony included the lighting of
four candles: one for peace and three to
honor rescue workers, the families and the
more than 2,800 people who died there.

“You will never be forgotten. Your
memory will live on forever,” said one
woman, as a candle was lighted.
Afterward, nine white doves were
released that circled ground zero before
soaring out of sight.

Jennifer Nilsen, 33, who lost her hus-
band Troy Nilsen, said the ceremony
added a touch of dignity to the grim work
at ground zero. The remains of her hus-
band, who worked for Cantor Fitzgerald,
have not been identified.

“It’s real important you know, saying
goodbye to my husband, which I never
wanted to do,” she said. “I’m glad this
was done today.”

About 1,100 victims have been identi-
fied and nearly 20,000 body parts were
recovered during the excavation of the
16-acre site, which ended after more than
eight months of round-the-clock work.

“Most of these families haven’t even
found the remains of their loved ones,”

said Dennis McKeon, director of the St.
Clare’s Church WTC Outreach program,
which organized Sunday’s ceremony.
“Starting next week, this is going to be a
construction site, so this is their last
chance to say goodbye.”

On Thursday, thousands of people
attended a service organized by the city to
mark the end of the cleanup at the site and
to honor the rescue workers. An empty,
flag-draped stretcher symbolizing the vic-
tims whose remains have not been recov-
ered was carried out of the pit, followed
by the trade center’s last steel beam,
draped in black cloth and a flag.

Some victims’ relatives had criticized
Mayor Michael Bloomberg for not hold-
ing the service on a weekend, when they
said it would be easier for families to
attend. Sunday’s ceremony was planned
for family members who weren’t able to
be there Thursday.

Among those who did attend on
Sunday were former Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani and Sen. Charles Schumer.

The cleanup finished more than three
months earlier than expected and, at less
than $750 million, at a fraction of the esti-
mated cost.

Families share prayers at
ground zero final memorial

BY WOODY BAIRD
Associated Press Writer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The city’s chief
medical examiner was attacked, bound
with barbed wire and left with what
appeared to be a bomb tied to his body,
police said Sunday.

The device did not explode and
Medical Examiner O.C. Smith escaped
Saturday night’s attack with minor
injuries. Police said it appeared that it
would have been possible for the device
to explode.

The device appeared similar to a crude
bomb found in March in a stairway of the
Shelby County Regional Forensic Center,
where Smith and his staff work. The
bomb was destroyed by police and no one
was injured.

Deputy Police Chief Bob Wright
declined to speculate on why Smith was
attacked but noted that he has helped in
several criminal investigations.

Smith and his staff perform autopsies
on the bodies of crime victims and often

provide information used in prosecutions.
Smith was leaving the forensic center

when one or more attackers threw a chemi-
cal in his face and overpowered him. A secu-
rity guard found him two and a half hours
later, tied up and lying near a parking lot.

The police bomb squad was called to free
Smith because of the device bound to his
body. Police X-rayed the device and ren-
dered it harmless with an explosive charge.

The X-rays and the remains of the
device were sent to a lab in Atlanta run by
the U.S. Department of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms.

Wright said Smith suffered minor cuts,
bruises and a chemical burn to his face.

Last June during court hearings on con-
victed killer Philip Workman’s attempt to
avoid execution, authorities received an
anonymous letter threatening Smith.

Workman was convicted of killing a
Memphis police officer in 1981.

The letter accused Smith of lying and
referred to Workman as an innocent
“LAMB OF GOD.”

Memphis’ chief medical
examiner tied-up with bomb

Stephen Chernin/Associated Press
Former New York City Mayor Rudy
Guiliani bows his head during prayer at
the interfaith service held at the site of
the World Trade Center disaster on
Sunday. Victims' families, ground zero
workers and New York City uniformed
services attended the memorial.
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BY TIM DAHLBERG
AP Boxing Writer

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — Evander Holyfield did his
part, in a performance that made him feel young once again.
Now he’ll go to Memphis to see just what his win over
Hasim Rahman really means in the heavyweight picture.

Holyfield made a bid for yet another title fight
Saturday night, turning back the clock with some sur-
prising power and quick combinations before Rahman’s
grotesquely swollen head forced the fight to be stopped
in the eighth round.

The official verdict was a split technical decision for
the 39-year-old former four-time champion. What he
really won, though, was the acknowledgment that per-
haps his career isn’t quite over yet.

“Don’t tell me what God can’t do,” said Holyfield, a
four-time heavyweight champion. “Don’t tell me he can’t
revive a 39-year-old.”

Just how revived Holyfield is depends largely on the
outcome of Mike Tyson’s fight with Lennox Lewis that
will decide the two main portions of the heavyweight title.

Holyfield plans to be in Memphis — where he would
do well to cheer on Tyson, who would seem far more
likely to give him a third fight than would Lewis.

“One of the guys who wins next week might want a
big payday,” Holyfield said. “I’m willing to fight anyone
who wants to fight me.”

Holyfield entered his fight with Rahman as somewhat
damaged goods, seen as an aging warrior whose reflexes
were slowing. But he showed glimpses against Rahman
of how good he was in his prime, constantly attacking his
fellow former champion and landing the harder shots.

The hardest of those shots came from Holyfield’s head
— head butts in the fourth and seventh rounds that
caused a swelling the size of a baseball to form on the top
left forehead of Rahman.

After saying before the fight that he’d retire if unable
to defeat Holyfield, Rahman called for a rematch. But it
would seem Holyfield would have better opportunities
against either the Tyson-Lewis winner or the winner of
the WBA title fight next month between John Ruiz and
Kirk Johnson.

Holyfield was fighting in a non-title fight for the first
time in 10 bouts, a remarkable string that dated back to
his big upset win over Tyson in November 1996.

Evander Holyfield defies age, back in heavyweight picture

Chris Polk/Associated Press
Hasim Rahman, left, lands a left jab to the chest of
Evander Holyfield, right, during the first round of
their heavyweight bout in Atlantic City, N.J., on
Saturday. Holyfield pounded Rahman for most of
eight rounds before winning a technical decision
after a head butt caused a large swelling on
Rahman's head.

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
AP Basketball Writer

SACRAMENTO — The two-time
defending NBA champion Los Angeles
Lakers were pushed further than they’ve
been pushed in the playoffs in three years
— into overtime on the road in Game 7 of
the conference finals.

Did they flinch? Not at all.
Shaquille O’Neal and Derek Fisher

came through in the clutch for the Lakers
on a night when Kobe Bryant didn’t make
a basket in either the fourth quarter or
overtime, sending the Lakers back to the
championship round with a 112-106 victo-

ry over the Sacramento Kings on Sunday.
Bad shots, bad passes, bad decisions —

those were about the only things the Kings
did well in an extra session that went the
Lakers’ way and gave coach Phil Jackson
his 27th consecutive playoff series victory.

O’Neal, Bryant and their cohorts have
shown they can thrive when the pressure
is at its highest, and Sunday’s overtime
was another example. O’Neal finished
with 35 points, 13 rebounds and four
blocks, while Bryant had a quiet 30 as he
scored only four points in the final 17
minutes — all on free throws.

Bryant’s final two from the line gave
the Lakers a six-point lead with 6.4 sec-

onds left. The game ended with Webber
bobbling an inbounds pass.

Webber hit the first shot of overtime, a
20-footer over O’Neal, but even that did-
n’t instill any faith in the fans.

The crowd went into a collective hush
every time Webber got his hands in the
ball, wondering whether the big-salary
player with the reputation for failing at
crunch time would get it done.

Webber missed a jumper with 1:38 left
and O’Neal hit a pair from the line for a
108-106 lead. After Bibby missed a
jumper, O’Neal got the ball in the low
post, spun around Webber and — surprise
— missed a dunk.

Hedo Turkoglu ruined that chance by
firing a pass at Webber’s feet, but the
Kings got another break when O’Neal
missed again inside. This time, though,
Doug Christie had his foot on the 3-point
line as he was long on a jumper.

Fisher made two from the line for a
110-106 lead with 14.6 seconds left, and
Webber then missed a 3-pointer. Bryant
wrapped it up from the line, pumping his
fist in defiant delight.

After the game, Bryant went over and
hugged Sacramento’s Mike Bibby,
O’Neal threw a white towel into the
stands and Jackson went over to shake
hands with Kings coach Rick Adelman.

L.A. Lakers beat Kings in overtime, move to finals
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BY ROBERT H. REID
Associated Press Writer

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — With
India’s prime minister unwilling to meet
with Pakistan’s president at a summit in
Kazakhstan this week, the Pakistani
leader held out the possibility Sunday that
Russia could serve as a mediator in the
crisis over disputed Kashmir.

Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee said there was “no plan” to meet
Pakistan President Gen. Pervez Musharraf
on the sidelines of a regional summit in
Almaty, Kazakhstan. The summit, which
both leaders are attending, begins
Monday.

India has ruled out such a meeting until
it is convinced Musharraf has fulfilled his
promise to stop Pakistan-based militants

from crossing into the Indian-controlled
part of Kashmir.

With the two sides at an impasse,
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who
will also attend the Almaty meeting, has
offered to mediate the crisis, which threat-
ens to escalate into nuclear war.

During a stopover Sunday in Tajikistan

en route to the summit, Musharraf
expressed optimism that Russia, a tradi-
tional ally of India, could help — presum-
ably by shuttling between the two sides.

“I think that President Putin can per-
suade India to join a dialogue,” Musharraf
told reporters. “Pakistan will not start a
war. We support solving the conflict
through peaceful means.”

Musharraf said he would “meet any-
where and at any level” and wanted one-
on-one talks with Vajpayee. But “if he
doesn’t want to, I will not insist,”
Musharraf said.

However, Musharraf is under conflict-
ing pressure between the international
community to stop cross-border terrorism
and from Pakistan’s Muslim activists that
he stand firmly behind Kashmiri rebels
battling Indian rule in the contested
Himalayan region.

Vajpayee, who arrived in Almaty on
Sunday, is likewise under strong domestic
pressure to put an end to what many
Indians consider terrorism.

Pakistani officials maintain that
Musharraf is cracking down on the mili-
tants as he abandoned his Afghan Taliban
allies last year and backed the U.S.-led
war on terrorism. But the Pakistanis insist
that India show flexibility by agreeing to
talks on the future of Kashmir.

Without concessions from India,
Pakistani officials fear a firestorm from

Islamic activists, including extremists
linked to al-Qaida and believed responsi-
ble from terrorist attacks on foreigners in
Pakistan.

In a bid to gain international support,
Pakistan said it will send envoys to the
United States and elsewhere to relay
Islamabad’s stand on the crisis — that it
wants to discuss a solution but India
won’t come to the table.

Some Western diplomats and U.N.
officials have left India and Pakistan amid
concerns the military standoff, punctuated
by daily shelling and gunfire across the
border, could escalate into a full-fledged
war.

Malaysia on Sunday urged nonessen-
tial embassy staff and families of its
diplomats to leave — following similar
decisions by the United States, Britain,
France, Israel, South Korea and the
United Nations.

Kuwait advised its nationals Sunday
not to travel to India and Pakistan “until
the causes of tension and escalation are
contained,” while Iran said its citizens
should avoid unnecessary visits.

Indian Defense Minister George
Fernandes, in a tearful speech to a military
conference in Singapore, said Sunday that
India would neither be “impulsive” with
Pakistan nor weak in “the war against ter-
rorism, the same terrorism which hit the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon.”

Fernandes repeated India’s pledge to
avoid first use of nuclear weapons.

“There is no way India will ever use a
nuclear weapon other than as a deterrent,”
Fernandes said. “We stand by our nuclear
doctrine.”

Pakistan, which has a smaller military,
has not ruled out a first nuclear strike,
although Musharraf said Saturday “any
sane individual” would ensure that any
conflict not go nuclear.

Pakistan to ask Russia for help with India crisis

Aijaz Rahi/Associated Press
An unidentified woman, center, screams near the body of her sister Shasi Bala,
20, not seen in picture, near Garkhal village 28 kilometers (18 kilometers) north
of Jammu, India on Sunday after Bala was allegedly killed by Pakistani motor
shelling on the village early Sunday. Dozens of people including Indian and
Pakistani soldiers were killed in recent cross border shelling by both countries.

BY JO TUCKMAN
Associated Press Writer

SANTIAGO XOCHILTEPEC, Mexico
— Army troops and police arrested 16
people in remote southern Mexico after
26 sawmill workers were massacred in a
land dispute, state officials said Sunday.

Three mass burials clogged the little
graveyard in this village of 640 people on
Sunday as Evangelical church members,
Jehovah’s Witnesses and then Catholics
lowered their dead into graves, some dug
extra wide in the red clay so that relatives
could be buried side by side.

The army and more than 200 state
police helped in the arrests after Friday
night’s shooting about 215 miles south-
east of Mexico City, the Oaxaca state
attorney general’s office said.

“This attack was an act of vengeance
by one community toward another”
because of a federal ruling that the com-
munity of Santiago Xochiltepec owned
hundreds of acres claimed by neighboring
Santo Domingo Teojomulco, the office’s
statement said.

Most conflicts in the impoverished
region are related in some way to land.
Competing Indian cultures have battled
over farm and forest land since before the
Spanish conquest 500 years ago.

According to survivors, the 26 victims
collected their pay Friday after spending a

week working at a sawmill in San Pedro el
Alto. They hitched a ride on a dump truck
for the several-hour journey along a wind-
ing dirt road to their hometown of
Xochiltepec.

At a spot called Agua Fria, rocks and
tree trunks blocked the road. Gunmen
emerged, chased away the driver and then
opened fire, killing at least 26 men.

Only the driver, his son and four other
people survived, the attorney general’s
office said.

The newspaper Reforma quoted driver
Alberto Antonio Perez as saying, “After
stopping the vehicle, the subjects ordered
me to get out of there and after advancing
a few meters, they began shooting and
then everything was confusion.”

Survivor Pablito Lopez Cruz, 18, told
Televisa from a hospital in Oaxaca that he
was protected by the bodies of his slain
friends. After the killings, the attackers
stripped the dead of their pay, he said.

“This was not a conflict, it was a mas-
sacre,” said Sergio Santos, 25, who would
have been on the truck that was attacked
had he not returned home a day early from
the sawmill to register a son’s birth.

Abdias Hernandez, 66, said there had
been repeated clashes with Teojomulco
since 1935.

“If we had guns, we’d go and do the
same thing to them, but we don’t, which is

why we stand here with our arms
crossed,” Hernandez said. “If the govern-
ment does nothing, the dispute will con-
tinue. There will be more massacres.”

People in Xochiltepec say men from
neighboring Teojomulco raided their town
Jan. 24 and fired hundreds of shots at the
village school.

Those in the Teojomulco village of Las
Huertas — population 390 — accused
Xochiltepec men of a March 1 ambush
that killed one person.

“The government has left this to grow
and grow, and then this happened. It was
brutal” said Onofre Ramirez, a 24-year-old
teacher. “This is not an isolated situation.

It is generalized throughout the region.”
Hundreds of people have died in

decades of clashes related to land con-
flicts between Zapotec Indian villages
such as Xochiltepec, Mixtec Indian dis-
tricts such as Amoltepec, and Mestizo
areas such as Teojomulco.

The federal agrarian reform depart-
ment has reported some 600 ongoing
community disputes over land in Oaxaca,
Mexico’s most heavily Indian state.

Repeated federal and state campaigns
to solve the disputes have failed. Some
disputes date to colonial times and others
to conflicts between Indian nations before
the Spanish arrived in the 16th century.

Army arrests 16 in connection to sawmill massacre

By The Associated Press

TOKYO — A woman in northern
Japan bit into a rice ball she bought at a
convenience store and got a gruesome
surprise: a fingertip.

The woman spit out a mouthful of her
Korean bibimbap-flavored snack after
she tasted something unusual and discov-
ered a half-inch slice of human finger,
said Takashi Fujii, a spokesman for the
convenience store Lawsons.

Police later determined the severed digit

belonged to an employee of food company
Nihon Fresh Delica who accidentally cut
his finger while making rice balls.

The woman found the chunk of flesh
Friday in the northern city of Sendai. She
showed it to a doctor, who identified it as
a fingertip.

Bibimbap is a spicy Korean mix of
rice, vegetables and red pepper paste.

Fujii apologized.
“We’ll make sure this sort of thing

doesn’t happen again,” he said.

Fingertip found in rice ball

“I think that President Putin can persuade India to
join a dialogue. Pakistan will not start a war.”

— GEN. PERVEZ MUSHARRAF
Pakistan President
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Women bare breasts in protest
• Four women bared their chests in downtown Eugene, Ore., in December, protesting soci-

ety's use of child-unfriendly pesticides (and in favor of legalized hemp). 
•"Hundreds" of women bared their chests in Lusaka, Zambia, in January, protesting the

allegedly fraudulent election victory of president Levy Mwanawasa. 
•In a protest in Helsinki, Finland, in April, "hundreds" of women publicly vowed to refrain

from bearing children for four years unless parliament stops authorizing nuclear power plants.
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Creative

ARTIST SUPPORT project.
Creative people, new meet-
ings in Santa Monica. Not 
12 step. Call (310)452-0851

GUITAR LESSONS IN YOUR 
HOME. Learn guitar & have fun!
Pete (818)563-2021.

NOW FORMING musical thea-
tre company for children. Santa 
Monica Children’s Theatre 
Company. Weekly classes/pro-
ductions. (310)995-9636.

STARVING ARTIST? Show-
case your work through promo-
tion in the classifieds! easily 
reach over 15,000 interested 
readers for a buck a day! Call 
(310)458-7737 to place your ad 
today.

Employment

DENTAL HYGIENIST W,Th. In 
Westwood Village. Friendly 
dental office. (310)208-4036 or 
fax (310) 208-1344

FULLTIME RECEPTIONIST
needed for busy Santa Monica 
physical therapy office. Heavy 
phones and scheduling, experi-
ence a plus. Mon-Fri, 11:30-
8:30. Good salary and benefits, 
profit-sharing, etc. Fax resume 
(310)656-8606.

GENERAL OFFICE, Santa 
Monica. Computer skills, bilin-
gual Spanish. Fax resume 
(310)828-6829.

HELP US raise funds for the 
Arts! Experienced advocates 
comfortable with “high ask”
campaigns: $5-25k+! Professio-
nal S. Monica office & no com-
puters. P/T weekends + after-
noons OR evenings. (310)507-
1030.

LOOKING FOR good people? 
The Santa Monica Daily Press 
is your ticket to future employ-
ees that live in the area! Ask 
about our hiring guarantee! Call 
(310)458-7737 to place your ad 
today.

Ready to dig into 
Santa Monica?

The Santa Monica Daily 
Press is looking for experi-
enced journalists to contrib-
ute on a freelance basis to 
its daily coverage of Santa 
Monica.
Applicants must have a 
knack for investigative sto-
ries and a hard news back-
ground. Newspaper experi-
ence is required and daily 
experience is preferred. If 
you want to have some fun 
in a growing newsroom at 
Santa Monica’s only daily 
newspaper, send your re-
sume, clips and story ideas 
to:

Carolyn Sackariason
530 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA 90401

RECEPTIONIST NEEDED for 
upscale, contemporary, new 
salon. PT/FT. Second and Wil-
shire. Please call Roni 
(310)451-4477

Employment
SANTA MONICA Travel Whole-
saler seeking reservations/sales 
agents. No experienced re-
quired, but an ability to learn 
quickly, computer familiarity and 
a happy personality a must!  No 
telemarketing, incoming inqui-
ries only. Join our happy envi-
ronment with travel benefits! 
$9/hour + commission. Call Ka-
ren (310) 319-3445.

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for local col-
umnists to contribute to its 
editorial page. Knowledge of 
the city’s issues is helpful.
Send your ideas and contact 
information to:

Carolyn Sackariason
530 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA 90401

For Sale
DINING RO0M Table and six 
chairs. Cherrywood. (310)451-
5054.

ROM 4 minute exerciser.
Lasts thirty years, paid 
$13,000 in Y2K, sacrifice 
$6,600. www.quickgym.com 
(310)392-1679.

UPRIGHT PIANO Cherry-
wood, (310)451-5054.

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

Wanted
26 YEARS same location. Unit 
demoed. Want 1bdrm w/ga-
rage, duplex,guest house. Quiet 
responsible male. 57. Excellent 
references! Aug-Sept.
(310)473-8506.

PARKING or SPACE for 
Modern MOTORHOME 
WANTED on vacant land or 
beside residence. With or 
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59.
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848.

WANTED
FIRST Car! Good Condition.
$1000 - $3000 range. Call Lee 
(310)678-7886.

For Rent
1-3 BEDROOM apartments.
$1,475-2,500. All hardwood 
floors, newly remodeled, light, 
bright. 1920’s old world charm.
Garden courtyards with en-
closed patios. (310)454-5495.
Cell (310)770-2148.

CULVER CITY $750.00 1 bdrm, 
R/S, carpets, laundry, yard, 
great neighborhood. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

MARKET YOUR apartment in 
the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters! 
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

For Rent
NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $999.00 to 
$1400.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Promenade area! 
(310)656-0311. www.breeze-
suites.com

SANTA MONICA $1395.00 2 
bedroom, pet ok, R/S, carpets, 
laundry, parking included.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1450.00 
1bdrm/1bath, garage w/storage.
Bright upper unit.848 5th St.
Call (818)707-3391.

SANTA MONICA $1600.00 
Nice unfurnished 2 bedroom in 
private triplex. New hardwood 
floors and paint. Large kitchen 
w/dining area. Includes stove, 
refrigerator, W/D and blinds.
Safe and secure. Controlled ac-
cess parking. 1 year minimum 
lease. Available NOW! 5 blocks 
west of SMC. Call Paul 
(310)452-3673.

SANTA MONICA $1700.00 N.
Wilshire. 2bd/2ba. Five blocks 
to ocean. Two tandum parking.
Balcony, quiet bldg. (310)305-
1105.

SANTA MONICA $1850.00 
2bdrm/2ba, 2 parking spaces, 
all appliances, carpet, no pets.
(310)306-2667.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1800.00 
2bdrm/1ba. 714 Bay St. Full 
kitchen, assigned parking.
Available 06/15. Call Nancy 
(310)306-8286.

SANTA MONICA $2750.00 
3bdrm/3ba plus open loft. Large 
sundeck, all appliances, 2 park-
ing spaces. (310)306-2667.

SANTA MONICA $850.00 
1bdrm, new carpet, new tile in 
kitchen and bathroom, laundry.
No pets. (310)452-4049.

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom, 
north of Wilshire, secluded cot-
tage/bungalow. Wood floors, 
No pets. $1,150. (310)395-2601

SANTA MONICA 1-2 bedroom 
apartments for rent. $1,500-
$3,000. 310-394-1279

SANTA MONICA, north of Wil-
shire, $1,650. 2BR, 1BA duplex 
apartment. Hardwood floors, 
laundry, patio. (310)394-8121.

WEST LA $650.00 Studio, 
fridge, carpets, laundry, parking 
included. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT.

WESTWOOD $1200.00 2+2, 
balcony, walk-in closets, laun-
dry, parking included. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

Guest Houses
MARINA DEL Rey $850.00 
Guest House, patio, central ac-
cess, carpets, pl, yard, garage, 
utilities included. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

MARKET YOUR Guest House 
in the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters.
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

SANTA MONICA $2150.00 
2bdrm/1ba, 1 year lease. Re-
modeled kitchen, W/D, berber 
carpets, no pets. (310)396-
7050.

SANTA MONICA $750.00 
Guest house, R/S, carpets, 
laundry, parking, utilities includ-
ed. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

Houses For Rent
MARKET YOUR rental house in 
the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters.
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

OCEAN PARK $3450.00 
3bdrm/2ba, hardwood floors, re-
modled kitchen, private deck. 1 
year lease. SM (310)396-7050.

PACIFIC PALISADES $1600.00 
House, pet ok, R/S, hardwood 
floors, parking included. West-
side Rentals. 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $2000.00 
First & last month. 1 year lease.
2bdrm/1bath. Fenced front 
yard. Rear patio. Close to 
beach. (310)314-3197.

SANTA MONICA $2150.00 
3bdrm/1ba, hardwood floors, 
berber carpet, W/D hook-ups, 
patio, R/S. No pets. (310)456-
7117

Townhouses

SANTA MONICA $1400.00 2 
bdrm duplex, pet ok, R/S, hard-
wood floors, W/D, yard. West-
side Rentals. 395-RENT

Roommates
PALISADES $575.00 Large 
furnished private bedroom/stu-
dio. Laundry privileges. Near 
town/beach. Share full bath. Fe-
male only! Student preferred.
(310)454-1282.

SANTA MONICA $450.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, pet ok, hard-
wood floors, large closets, park-
ing included. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT.

WESTWOOD $425.00 Private 
bedroom, private bath, R/S, car-
pets, large closets, laundry, util-
ities included. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT.

Commercial Lease
COMMERCIAL SPACE can be 
leased quickly if you market to 
the right crowd. Reach local 
business owners by running 
your listing in the Daily Press.
Call (310)458-7737 to place 
your listing for only a buck a 
day.

ELECTROLOGIST  MAS-
SEUSE has office to share.
Reasonable. Santa Monica 
Blvd. & Yale. Month to month.
(310)600-8333.

Storage Space
DOUBLE CAR garage and stor-
age room in Santa Monica, 
north of Wilshire. (310)394-
8121.

STORAGE GARAGE. $125-
200/month. North of Wilshire, 
Santa Monica. (310)454-5495.
Cell (310)770-2148.

Vehicles for sale

WANTED
FIRST Car! Good Condition.
$1000 - $3000 range. Call Lee 
(310)678-7886.

Massage

POWERFUL, SOOTHING
deep-tissue bodywork by ex-
perienced masseur. First vis-
it only $35/hr. Normally 
$50/hr. Paul (310)228-3113.

THE BEST solution to low cost 
advertising. Fill your appoint-
ment book by running your ad 
in the Daily Press. Only a buck 
a day, call (310)458-7737 to 
place your ad today.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements

GET YOUR message out! For 
only a buck a day, call 
(310)458-7737 to run your an-
nouncement to over 15,000 in-
terested readers daily.

PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect need’s volunteer’s for 
events that honor our heros.
(310)899-3888  pro.se@adel-
phia.net

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council!  Our Residents, 
Businesses,  Schools must 
come first!

Announcements

SERIOUS, NEW Anti-aging 
breakthrough now available 
for free testing. Patented 
new HGH delivery system 
provides safe, natural in-
crease in human Growth 
Hormone. Similar to injecta-
ble, participants typically ex-
perience 10 to 20 years re-
versal in aging symptoms.
Increase energy, vitality, viril-
ity, skin elasticity, and mental 
acuity, and reduce sleepless-
ness, physical pain, and 
weight. This is not a gim-
mick. This was developed by 
a doctor and is patented. If 
you want to participate you 
must be willing to tell your 
story on TV. Please call the 
Elan study at (310)450-0450.

Services

3 FREE Hours!
Quick Books and Excel.
4000+ hours Experience.
Setup/Clean up/Training.

quikcel@earthlink.net

ACCOUNTING CYCLE
SM - MDR Taxes, audit, G/L 
(310)724-2101

AT YOUR SERVICE! Profes-
sional Personal Assistance.
Let me take care of your per-
sonal and business needs so 
you can go play! (310) 452-
4310 STRONG REFER-
ENCES! Reasonable rates!

COMPUTER TUTOR for begin-
ners. E-mail, basic word proc-
essing, personal assistant. Ju-
dy, (310)451-1319. Very pa-
tient, $20/hr.

ELECTRICAL WORK all 
types. Reasonable rates.
$35.00 Service Call. 25 
years experience.

(310) 722-2644

FREE CARPET cleaning. #1 
company introduces new floor 
shampooer. We want your opin-
ion! Will clean one room in your 
home, free. Trial appointment 
(310)962-8189.

GUITAR LESSONS IN YOUR 
HOME. Learn guitar & have fun!
Pete (818)563-2021.

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

QUICK AND Dirty (if the news-
print rubs off on your hands).
Market your small business in 
our services section for a buck 
a day. Call (310)458-7737.

RELATIONSHIP EXPERT.
Learn to connect deeply with 
yourself and others. Experi-
enced local psychotherapist, 
sliding scale. Roxy DeCou, 
LCSW, (310)456-6197.

Selling? GARDEN CONSUL-
TANT  Add thousands $$$ to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal. References.
Mary Kay Gordon (310)264-
0272.

Web Hosting  E-commerce 
As low as $12.95 per month

Wide range of applications:
CGI, PHP, SSI, ASP, MS SQL, MYSQL, JSP,

shopping carts, and more

www.zylink.net • 818-509-8579

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-453-1736

RREENNTTAALLSS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA
1328 Yale #B $850

Lower Single, Utilities Paid, 
New Carpet & Bath Vinyl

2302 32nd St. #C $950
Lower 1 Bed, New Carpet, New

Kitchen & Bath Vinyl

2325 Kansas #4 $1000
Lower 1 Bed, Large Kitchen,

New Blinds, Pool, Laundry Room

928 4th St. #2 $1100
Lower 1 Bed, New Carpet,

Balcony, Walk to Beach 
& Promenade

143 Hollister $1100 & $1790
Single & 1 Bedroom, Steps to

Beach, Hardwood Floors

1111 17th St. #F $1250
Upper 1 Bed, Bright Unit,

Garage, Balcony, Dishwasher

139 Hollister #2 & #6 
$1300 & $1350

1 Bed, Hardwood Floors, 
Steps to the Beach

1045 6th St. #F $1500
Upper 1 Bed, Hardwood Floors, Very

Bright, Gas Stove, Garage

2325 20th St. $2250
3 Bed, 2.5 Bath Townhouse,

Fireplace, Dishwasher, 
2-Car Garage

WWLLAA//BBRREENNTTWWOOOODD
10908 S.M. Blvd. #4B, WLA $750

Lower Single, Near UCLA, 
Fridge & Stove, Laundry Room

12258 Montana #103 BW $1900
2 Bed, 2 Bath, New Stove & Micro,
Gated Entry & Park, Laundry Room

11698 Montana #1 BW $2195
Lower 3 Bed, 2 Bath, New

Hardwood Floors, New Carpet &
Bath Floor, 2 Parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.
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S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 5 9 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

BY LINDSEY TANNER
AP Medical Writer

CHICAGO — Sun-worshiping kids are still seeking
tans — and not using sunscreen — despite warnings
about the dangers of skin cancer, a survey of preteens and
adolescents found.

Only a third of the 10,079 youngsters surveyed said
they routinely used sunscreen during the previous sum-
mer, and nearly 10 percent said they had used a tanning
bed. Most reported having at least one sunburn during the
previous summer, and half with multiple sunburns said it
was worth it to get the tan that followed.

Research has shown that severe sunburns in childhood
can significantly increase the risk later in life of develop-
ing melanoma, the most serious type of skin cancer;
while the use of tanning beds has been linked to other
skin cancers.

Studies have suggested that using sunscreen in child-
hood could reduce the risk of developing skin cancers
other than melanoma in adulthood by as much as 78 per-
cent, the researchers said.

More than 1 million Americans are diagnosed each
year with skin cancer, and excess sun exposure is the
leading cause. With rates rising nationwide, public health
messages from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the American Cancer Society have urged
sun-protection measures for all ages, including using
sunscreen and avoiding tanning beds.

However, they appear to have had minimal impact
among youngsters, according to the study led by Boston
University researcher Alan Geller. Results appear in the
June issue of Pediatrics.

Geller said a stronger national effort is needed, akin to
anti-smoking campaigns that have been credited with
helping to reduce teen smoking.

Alexandra Tomlinson, a fair-skinned 14-year-old in
suburban Detroit, said the reason she goes to tanning
booths and lays out in the sun without sunscreen is simple:
“I just think I look better when I’m tan and not white.”

She said she has heard the warnings from her mother
and in school, where teachers show pictures of prema-
turely wrinkled, sun-damaged skin, but the consequences
are “too far off to worry about.”

“Maybe showing us someone who does have skin
cancer” would help, Tomlinson said.

In the study, boys and girls ages 12 to 18 filled out
questionnaires in 1999 about “tan-seeking” behaviors
during that year and the previous summer. The young-
sters were children of participants in a national study of
female nurses. Though they were mostly white and mid-
dle-class and were not randomly selected, Geller said the
results likely can be generalized to other teens.

While girls were much more likely than boys to
report sunscreen use — 40 percent versus 26 percent,
they also were more likely to have been sunburned at
least three times. Girls also were far more likely to have
used a tanning salon or tanning bed, 14 percent versus 2
percent for boys.

Dr. Martin Weinstock, a Brown University dermatol-
ogy professor and head of the American Cancer
Society’s skin cancer advisory group, said changing the
cultural norm will require time and novel methods.

The study was funded by grants from the National
Institutes of Health, the CDC and the Association of
Teachers of Preventive Medicine.

Nationwide survey suggests kids ignore sun-safety advice

BY STEPHANIE GASKELL
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — A nonprofit
group is urging people to learn about
the tall buildings where they live and
work, offering a handbook of tips on
how to make sure structures are safe.

The Council on Tall Buildings
and Urban Habitat, a group of archi-
tects, engineers and city planners,
created the guide after the Sept. 11
attacks brought down the World
Trade Center’s twin towers, killing
2,823 people.

“We’re not saying that building
codes are somehow deficient or that
buildings aren’t safe,” David Maola,
the council’s executive director, said

at a safety conference Friday. “But
the impact that an informed consumer
could have could force the building
management to make changes.”

The 29-page “Building Safety
Assessment Guidebook” advises ten-
ants to ask about evacuation plans,
security measures, emergency power
systems, ventilation and communica-
tion systems. It also urges tenants to
find out if there are flammable mate-
rials in the building, the council said.

Nearby structures must be consid-
ered when assessing the safety of a
building, council officials said Friday.
Buildings around the World Trade
Center were vulnerable because of
their proximity to a target, council

chairman Ron Klemencic said.
Klemencic recommended that

communication systems be located
away from vulnerable areas and
urged people to be more aware of
their surroundings and to practice
fire safety drills.

He stressed, however, that the
trade center collapse should not dic-
tate building codes.

“It’s not feasible to design every
building to deal with that magnitude
of an event,” he said.

The council created a similar
booklet advising building owners
and managers on how they can
improve safety measures beyond
what building codes require.

Group offers new guidebook with
safety tips on working in skyscrapers


