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Animal lovers of all ages are 
invited to attend the nonprofit 
Santa Monica Animal Shelter 
Foundation’s first-ever fundraiser: 
an open house set for June 4.

The Santa Monica Animal 
Shelter, which is run by the City of 
Santa Monica, is a city service that 

receives support from the Santa 
Monica Animal Shelter Foundation 
(SMASF), an independent 501(c)3 
nonprofit with a volunteer board, 
which works in concert with both 
the City and the Santa Monica 
Police Department’s Animal 
Control arm. 

“We want to continue to raise 
donations so that we can continue 
to help the shelter have all the 

resources they need for the animals 
that are at the shelter,” Elizabeth 
Noble, a longtime shelter volunteer 
who is now chairperson of the 
SMASF board, said. “That includes 
being able to step in when they have 
animals that need extra veterinary 
care, and when they need those 
specific facility improvements and 

Animal Shelter Foundation to host 
open house fundraiser June 4

Council debates how to get things 
done and not be up until 2 a.m.
CLARA HARTER
SMDP Staff Writer

City Council meetings are long 
and painful for councilmembers 
and members of the public alike, 
but the best way to reform them is 
unclear.

Marathon meetings that 
stretch on until the early hours 
of the morning can impact 
councilmembers’ reasoning 
and make it challenging for 
local residents to participate in 
public comment. In addition, the 
introduction of remote public 
comment during the pandemic 
made it easier for people to 
participate in Council meetings as 
well as meetings of boards and 

commissions. But, as meetings 
transition back in person, the 
future of this feature is both costly 
and uncertain. 

With all of these problems in 
mind, councilmembers held a 
study session during their meeting 
to discuss the best way to hold 
meetings. 

There are several options for 
change on the table. 

The first staff suggestion, 
moving meeting start time to 4:30 
p.m, was unanimously shot down.

“I do think we need to be 
sensitive that we don’t create a 
structure where people who were 
in that traditional nine to five job 

One of Santa Monica’s oldest bars 
has new leadership at the helm
CLARA HARTER
SMDP Staff Writer

Since the end of prohibition to 
today there has always been a bar 
located at 2907 Main Street, and 
the newest owners of the property 
have no plans on changing that.

The building first opened as 
Willie Ts in the 1930s and for the 
last 25 years has been home to 
Rick’s Tavern. Mark and Addie Van 
Gessel recently purchased Rick’s 
from Owner Howard Alpert, and 
are now preparing to reopen the 
space as Tavern on Main in time 
for 4th of July weekend. 

Residents who were sad to see 
the closing of a longtime casual 
watering hole need not shed a tear, 

as Addie says the revamped tavern 
will keep the spirit of Rick’s alive 
and has a simple mission of “good 
pints, good times.”

In a city hawking $30 truffle 
guacamole where going out can 
feel more about getting a good 
photo than a good meal, the pair 
sees the value in keeping casual 
and welcoming community spaces 
alive. In fact, this is their hospitality 
niche as they own both beloved 
longtime Venice dive bar Hinano 
Cafe and the new yet nostalgic 
feeling Nighthawk Breakfast Bar.

“We’re really so happy to become 
members of the Santa Monica and 
the Main Street community,” said 

Courtesy photo
ANIMALS: The local animal shelter has all kinds of animals available for adoption and will be hosting an in-person 
event to help support operations on June 4. 

SEE ANIMAL SHELTER PAGE 2 SEE TAVERN PAGE 7

SEE MEETINGS PAGE 6
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upgrades.”
Though the shelter has the resources to 

provide for the needs of all the animals in 
its care, SMASF works hard to enrich the 
lives of the animals, but it can’t do it alone. 
In addition to dedicated volunteers, SMASF 
raises money and collects other donations 
for the shelter.

On Saturday, June 4, from noon to 3 p.m., 
the shelter will open its doors to the public 
for “a fun afternoon to support animals and 
help us raise much needed funds for the 
Santa Monica Animal Shelter,” according to 
information provided by Noble. 

The event isn’t just an adoption 
opportunity — although there will be a 
chance to meet the dogs, cats and other 
animals currently residing at the shelter, 
located at 1640 9th Street. There will also 
be live music provided by the School of 
Rock West LA House Band, face painting 
by The Magical Telier and a raffle seeking 
small donations in exchange for the chance 
to win great prizes like a learning experience 
with the Santa Monica Police Forensics 
Department, plus gift certificates and other 
prizes from local businesses.

The event will also feature tasty treats 
from Vienna Pastry and the Kona Ice truck. 

If scaly critters are more your speed, 
there’s also a chance to hang out with reptiles 
from Allan’s Pet Center.

The best part, Noble said, was that all 
of these local small businesses are donating 
their time to support the cause, meaning 100 
percent of all funds raised at the three-hour 
event will go to the Animal Shelter.

“The donation that they’re giving us 
to[ward] a raffle ticket or the donation 
they’re giving us is actually going to go to 
the shelter — it did not go to pay for face 
painting or anything,” Noble said.

The shelter is not just a traditional pound 
for stray or abandoned pets; it is a part of 
the City’s Animal Services Unit, which also 
includes animal control. That means that 
in addition to pets in need of permanent 
homes, the shelter is also going out to 
emergency calls for injured wild animals 
or other animal-related issues in the city. 
The more support SMASF can provide, the 
less stress these emergency calls put on the 
shelter.

As of last week, the Santa Monica Animal 
Shelter has six dogs and one cat ready for 
adoption, plus four bunnies, a duck and a 
guinea pig. Noble said the shelter usually 
is caring for additional animals that aren’t 

quite ready to be placed into homes.
More information about SMASF can 

be found at www.smasf.org. The website 
includes resources to volunteer, make 
material donations, attend next Saturday’s 
fundraiser and a link to the Santa Monica 
Animal Shelter website.

emily@smdp.com

ANIMAL SHELTER
FROM PAGE 1

The donation 
that they’re 

giving us 
to[ward] a 

raffle ticket or 
the donation 
they’re giving 
us is actually 
going to go 

to the shelter 
— it did not 
go to pay for 
face painting 
or anything 
- Elizabeth 

Noble

Courtesy photo
FURRY FAMILY: Santa Monica’s pet inventory is available on  https://24petconnect.com/



Citywide

JAMS Student Selected to Perform at Carnegie Hall
Grayson Fitzgerald, an eighth grade student at John Adams Middle School (JAMS) in the Santa Monica-

Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD), has been selected as a junior finalist for the 2022 middle school 
honors performance series at Carnegie Hall. Grayson will perform as a string bassist in June with the middle 
school honors orchestra, which will be conducted by Ms. Angela Woo, JAMS director of instrumental music. 
Participation in one of the three honors junior ensembles is limited to the highest-rated middle school per-
formers from around the world.

Grayson was nominated for the honors performance series earlier this year and was recently accepted 
by the honors selection board. Acceptance to the elite 
group is a direct result of his talent, dedication, and 
achievements.

Grayson has studied music for five years and 
is a member of his school’s highest instrumental 
music groups: chamber orchestra and wind ensemble, 
(where he plays the string bass, as well as the Jazz 
Band (where he plays guitar). In 2022 he was also 
selected to participate in the California All State and 
All Southern Honors Orchestras. In response to his 
selection as a junior finalist with the honors perfor-
mance series, Grayson said, “The invitation to perform 
with other student musicians from around the world 
at Carnegie Hall is an amazing way to end this school 
year, my time in middle school, and to celebrate the 
return to performing music in person. I feel incredibly 
honored and excited to participate, and I can’t wait 
to experience Carnegie Hall, spend time in New York 
City, and for all the opportunities to come that playing 
music will provide throughout my life.”

“I could not be prouder of Grayson and his accep-
tance to the 2022 Honors Performance Middle School 
Orchestra,” said JAMS Director Woo. “To perform in 
Carnegie Hall is a transformative experience for any 
musician, and I’m thrilled for Grayson to have the 
opportunity to stand on the same stage as many of the 
“giants” of the music world such as Peter Tchaikovsky, 
George Gershwin, and Leonard Bernstein. Having been invited to conduct with the Honors Performance 
Series in 2019 and 2020, I can say that it is a special privilege to share in Grayson’s musical journey, starting 
with his arrival to SMMUSD as a 6th grader where he first learned to play the string bass at JAMS, to his 
culminating performance as a middle school musician in Carnegie Hall.”

Grayson will join student performers from 39 states, the District of Columbia, and Canada for a special 
performance at the world-famous Carnegie Hall, a venue that marks the pinnacle of musical achievement. 
He is raising funds to pay for this music adventure through GoFundMe: https://gofund.me/78389d46.

The junior finalists will come together in New York City for five days in June. They will have the opportu-
nity to learn from world-renowned conductors, work with other junior finalists, and get a taste of New York 
City. The three-day program will culminate in a middle school honors group performance on Saturday, June 
18, 2022, and is open to the public. Tickets can be purchased through the Carnegie Hall box office.

“After having performances worldwide impacted for over a year, we are excited to be returning to the 
stage at Carnegie Hall. Being selected to the honors performance series is something each junior finalist 
should be extremely proud of accomplishing,” said Marion Gomez, program director for the honors perfor-
mance series. “We process thousands of nominations annually, selecting only the most talented performers. 
Working with these conductors and performing at Carnegie Hall is a once-in-a-lifetime experience that these 
musicians will never forget.”

The honors performance series was created to showcase accomplished individual middle school per-
formers on an international level by allowing them to study under master conductors and perform in the 
celebrated venue, Carnegie Hall. Learn more by visiting www.honorsperformance.org.

SUBMITTED BY GAIL PINSKER
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Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa 
Monica Police Department. These are arrests only. All 
parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

CRIME
WATCH

ON THURSDAY, MAY 19 AT 10:18 A.M.
The victim of an assault with a deadly weapon walked into the Public Safety Facility after being 
attacked with a knife. The victim relayed that he was walking through Tongva Park and noticed a 
transient laying on the ground with a blanket. The subject’s basketball had rolled out and the victim let 
the subject know. The subject then stood up angrily and charged at the victim with a knife, the victim 
ran away and dropped his belongings in the process. Officers located the subject at Tongva Park and 
questioned him about the incident. The subject became irate and started to throw things at officers. 
Ultimately Tyrell Pak was arrested for Assault with a Deadly Weapon and for Resisting Arrest. The 
victim’s belongings were retrieved.

NEWS
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I could not 
be prouder of 
Grayson and his 
acceptance to 
the 2022 Honors 
Performance 
Middle School 
Orchestra - Ms. 
Angela Woo
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California needs to keep Diablo 
Canyon Power Plant running
ALEX TREMBATH AND ADAM STEIN

Gov. Gavin Newsom is reportedly 
considering extending a lifeline to the 
Diablo Canyon Power Plant, California’s 
last operating nuclear power plant. He 
should do so. Diablo Canyon is the single-
largest generator of zero-carbon energy 
in the state. The only thing the plant 
requires to continue operating is political 
leadership on the part of the governor. 

Institutional environmentalist groups, 
which came of age largely before climate 
change was widely recognized as 
a global threat, have been pressuring 
governments to shut down zero-emissions 
nuclear power plants for decades. Former 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo allied with 
environmental groups to shut down the 
Indian Point power plant in 2020, which 
resulted in immediate increases in both 
carbon emissions and electricity costs. 
The Natural Resources Defense Council 
has led the activist movement to shut 
down Diablo Canyon. 

But some political leaders are bucking 

this trend and making real efforts to keep 
existing nuclear plants online. Newsom 
should follow their lead. 

Last month, U.S. Energy Secretary 
Jennifer Granholm announced $6 billion 
in funds from the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act to help keep the nation’s 
existing nuclear plants open. 

The Diablo Canyon nuclear plant on 
the coast of San Luis Obispo County 
generates almost 9% of the state’s total 
electricity and does so profitably. It does 
not require financial rescue by the federal 
government. Nonetheless, the plant is 
scheduled to shut down within three 
years.

Why? Because Diablo Canyon has 
lacked the support of political leadership. 

Newsom previously supported 
retiring the 2 gigawatts of zero-carbon 
power provided by Diablo Canyon. And 
in 2016, the California Public Utilities 
Commission brokered a deal with the 
state’s largest utility, PG&E, and a coalition 
of environmental groups, alleging that 
the state could replace Diablo Canyon’s 

generation with zero-carbon power from 
renewables. 

If that had been feasible, it would have 
amounted — at best — to a standstill 
in California’s clean-energy goals. But 
it never was feasible. A recent Stanford 
University report estimates that closing 
Diablo this decade will result in 10% higher 
carbon emissions in California through 
2035. 

This, combined with the hundreds of 
jobs supported by the operation of Diablo 
Canyon and the lack of any other pollution 
from the plant, might explain why keeping 
the plant open enjoys strong support from 
local elected officials, the local electrical 
workers union and clean-energy activists. 

Earlier this year, dozens of scientists 
wrote an open letter to Newsom urging 
him to reverse the scheduled closure of 
Diablo Canyon. “We are convinced it is 
impossible to replace the carbon-free 
electric output of Diablo Canyon at or 
near the time the plants are scheduled to 
close,” wrote the scientists, including two 
former U.S. energy secretaries. 

But as the story of Diablo Canyon up 
until now shows, support from scientists 
and the local community is not always 
enough to overcome the influence of anti-
nuclear ideology. 

California has an opportunity to lead. 
With expectations for an electric power 
capacity shortfall and the stalling out 
of renewables deployment across the 
state, extending Diablo Canyon’s license 
may become not just the climate-smart 
option but a necessary one to keep the 

lights on. The state Assembly and Senate 
should immediately hold hearings to 
explore policy options for keeping the 
plant online. 

Several parties requested an extension 
to the application deadline and Newsom’s 
office requested adjustments to the 
federal program to suit PG&E’s needs.

But the linchpin in any effort to keep 
Diablo Canyon online will be leadership 
from the top. Even if changes are made to 
the federal program and Diablo Canyon 
does get those funds, the real challenges 
still remain: securing waivers from the 
State Water Board, amendments or 
cancellation of the agreement to shut 
down the plant, and reinitiating the license 
extension process with the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission.

Newsom has an opportunity to show 
political bravery by paying less attention 
to the environmental lobbyists in his 
backyard and more attention to climate 
leadership from President Biden and 
Secretary Granholm. 

Alex Trembath is the deputy director of 
The Breakthrough Institute, a think tank 
focused on technological solutions to 
environmental problems. Adam Stein is 
the director of nuclear innovation at The 
Breakthrough Institute.

This article was originally published by CalMatters. 
CalMatters.org is a nonprofit, nonpartisan media 
venture explaining California policies and politics.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Downtown
Drag Me to the Loews

Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel and LA! Pride presents the inaugural Drag me to the Loews event, a 
ticketed drag performance on June 4 from 7-11 p.m. with proceeds benefiting LA! Pride’s mission of creating 
safe and inclusive spaces for the LGBTQ+ community of Greater Los Angeles.

Hosted by the famous Lady Bunny, guests will enjoy the art of drag during this can’t-miss performance 
featuring 10 queens under one roof, during one show. Performers include Lady Bunny, Willam, Lauren 
Banall, Meatball, Shannel, Derrick Barry, Paris Sukomi Max, Nebraska Thunderf*ck, Mimi Marks, and Stasha 
Sanchez. DJ Taj will also be spinning for the festivities.

Tickets prices are $45 for standing room, $75 for general admission, and $125 for VIP. VIP passes include 
access to a private reception from 7-8 p.m., and VIP guests will meet the performers during cocktails with 
the queens, with welcome cocktails provided by sponsor 0.2 Sips. Specialty cocktails will also be available 
for purchase before, during, and after the show. Tickets can be purchased via Resy. (https://resy.com/cities/
lax/venues/blue-streak-at-loews-santa-monica-beach-hotel/events/drag-me-to-the-loews-2022-06-04).

“We’re honored to partner with LA! Pride and support their mission, while hosting our first-ever Pride 
celebration at the hotel,” shares Younes Atallah, Managing Director of Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel. 
“Inclusivity and diversity are at the core of who we are as a company, from our own team to our guests and 
beyond. Being a part of this year’s Pride celebration and supporting our community is a vision come true.”

For guests looking to celebrate Pride with a stay by the beach, the Love Loudly room offer is available 
through June 30 with perks and a special rate. https://www.loewshotels.com/santa-monica/specials/
love-loudly

SUBMITTED BY CAITLIN HURLEY, AREA DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

Downtown
Safe Place for Youth hosts 6th Annual Gala

Safe Place for Youth invites the public to join them for their Safe Place for Youth, 6th Annual Gala at the 
Fairmont Miramar Hotel, Santa Monica on Thursday June 9 to raise vital funds to provide a caring connection 
and housing for 1,000 unhoused and at-risk young people annually. The Safe Place for Youth 6th Annual 
Gala will take place under the historic fig tree in front of the hotel with live music, food, specialty cocktails 
and a silent auction.

The event will honor Los Angeles City Councilmember, Mike Bonin and Specialty Family Foundation for 
their unwavering commitment to Safe Place for Youth and unhoused youth in our community.

“I am humbled and deeply moved to receive this honor from Safe Place for Youth, a tremendous organi-
zation doing the work of angels. I have worked with SPY since its early days and share its fierce commitment 
to our unhoused youth. SPY’s mission is righteous, and its work is transformative,” said Bonin.

“At Specialty Family Foundation we look for heroes on a mission to replace conditions that lead to 
poverty with conditions that lead instead to hope and opportunity. We seek organizations with the audacity 
to believe that the way things should be, can be. We know of no investment made in our Foundation’s his-
tory that fits this description more than our many investments in Safe Place for Youth (SPY). SPY’s urgent, 
compassionate, and seemingly boundless approach to meeting the needs of our region’s young unhoused 
community members is a “light in the darkness” of our region’s housing crisis and a proof point of hope for 
each and every life SPY touches,” said Joe Womac, President of Specialty Family Foundation

This event will take place outside so please dress accordingly. Cocktail attire.
“Safe Place for Youth’s annual gala is a special evening of celebration and support for SPY’s life- saving 

and life-affirming work. Each year, our dedicated team serves over 1,000 youth experiencing homelessness, 
by providing a comprehensive array of supportive services and housing, and by empowering our youth 
members to thrive. With close to 5,000 youth experiencing homelessness in LA County, on any given night, 
raising awareness and supporting unhoused young people is more important than ever. But we can’t do 
this work alone, which is why we are so thrilled to be able to bring together our community of supporters 
and honor two incredible champions who have made our work possible: Councilman Mike Bonin and the 
Specialty Family Foundation. I am very much looking forward to a fantastic event and night to remember, as 
our community comes together to end youth homelessness,” said Erika Hartman, Executive Director, Safe 
Place for Youth.

For information & Tickets: safeplaceforyouth.org
SUBMITTED BY CHERRY HEPBURN
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Slow-growth heads are spinning after 
Phil Brock’s proposal last week that 
hands developers a free pass to exceed 
local zoning and overbuild our city with 
unneeded market-rate housing instead of 
deed-restricted affordable housing for our 
working families.

Perhaps Phil will protest that’s an 
unintended consequence, but think this 
through.

Residents have been signing petitions 
for a ballot measure to raise tens of 
millions of dollars for affordable housing. 
Without that money, leveraged with grants 
and tax credits, Santa Monica will never 
be able to provide the requisite low-
income housing to meet the current state 
mandate.

If we fail to address our affordable 

housing challenges, the state can 
penalize our city by bulldozing local 
zoning limits and empowering developers 
to proceed willy-nilly, building still more 
highly profitable market-rate housing we 
don’t need. 

Phil has proposed a competing ballot 
measure, which would replace the 
resident-signed petition to raise affordable 
housing money. One consequence: 
missed affordable housing opportunities 
could lead to state intervention, and 
further loss of local control over our 
zoning.

An unintended disaster is still a disaster. 
City Council, please think this through 
before putting Phil’s idea on the ballot.

Kevin McKeown, Santa Monica



smdp.com6 TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2022 LOCAL

Lifelong Learning

Healthy Lunches

Formerly
Dial-A-Ride

Your Trusted Source

WISE & Healthy Aging  •  1527 4th Street, 2nd Floor  •  Santa Monica

For adults age 50+ interested in 
staying active and healthy. Virtual 
and in-person courses and travel 
opportunities. Make new friends 
and learn something new!

Call (310) 394-9871 or visit www.wiseandhealthyaging.org

WISE & Healthy Aging is a nonprofit social services organization 
serving seniors and caregivers.

A weekday lunch program 
for Santa Monica residents 
age 60+. Nutritious, healthy 
hot meal at three locations. 

In conjunction with City of Santa 
Monica’s Big Blue Bus Division, 
MODE (Mobility On-Demand Every 
Day) offers transportation options 
to Santa Monica residents age 
65+ and disabled persons age18+. 

aren’t able to participate either as council 
members or as members of the public,” said 
Councilmember Gleam Davis.

The second staff suggestion, holding more 
meetings per month in hopes of shortening 
overall meeting length, was a subject of 
greater debate.

Councilmember Phil Brock supports 
adding more meetings as he feels that 
the current length of meetings is having 
a noticeable effect on councilmembers’ 
decision making skills. 

“I absolutely believe in separating our 
study sessions and the appeals to a different 
day when necessary,” said Brock, adding that 
he supports this for two main reasons, “one 
to make sure we’re fresh and secondly, to 
make sure that residents really feel they’re 
being heard and can tune in at a great time to 
be part of their participatory government.”

Councilmember Lana Negrete disagreed 
and said that the current meeting 
schedule was already onerous enough for 
Councilmembers, particularly members like 
herself who are also working parents. Negrete 
does not feel like adding more meetings 
would result in greater net efficiency. 

“I can count some of the months we were 
here for back to back nights multiple weeks in 
a row, and like Councilmember Davis said, I 
don’t think that it’s making the meetings any 
shorter. It’s just redistributing it, and I think 
it’ll actually just mean that we’ll go longer at 
each of those meetings because we’re all very 
long winded,” said Negrete.

One possible change to meetings that 
Councilmembers were generally supportive 
of is moving all public comment to the 
beginning of the meeting. 

The benefit is that members of the public 
will have a set time to speak at and thus 
will not need to stay up until very late 
hours in order to comment on an item that 
matters to them. The detriment is that public 
commenters will not hear a staff report or 
any councilmember comments prior before 
speaking on a subject and councilmembers 
may struggle to recall what was said on an 
item during public comment when it comes 
time to discuss it several hours later. 

“Most people who come up to the mic 
have already decided what they’re going 
to say. It’s rarely in my experience based 
on anything we’ve said up here during the 
meeting,” said Negrete. “We listen, or at least 
I know I do, to the comments that are made, 
so if they’re made up front, we take notes 
and it is going to impact us in the discussion 
later on.”

Councilmembers were also interested in 
continuing the option of continuing to allow 
remote participation in meetings as it allows 
greater access and input opportunities for 
members of the public. Currently with the 
exception of City Council, all other civic 
meetings are still taking place remotely.  
Moving all civic meetings to a hybrid model 
(in person meetings with a remote comment 
option) would incur significant costs. 

Staff estimates that the annual cost would 
be $459,852. This includes covering the 
regular and overtime pay for staff members 
to assist in running these meetings as well as 
the one time costs of meeting room upgrades 
to facilitate remote public comment. 

“I do think for any large number of reasons 
whether it’s child care, differential abilities, 

or simply just expanding the universe of 
people who feel comfortable participating or 
meetings, we need to find a way to do truly 
hybrid meetings, which include an option 
to do live participation. And I understand it 
will be more expensive, and we’ll probably 
have to have a discussion about how we pay 
for that,” said Councilmember Gleam Davis.

Based on councilmembers’ comments in 
the study session staff will return with formal 
recommendations for altering the format of 
meetings.

Clara@smdp.com

MEETINGS
FROM PAGE 1

Most people 
who come up 

to the mic have 
already decided 

what they’re 
going to say. 
It’s rarely in 

my experience 
based on 

anything we’ve 
said up here 
during the 

meeting - Lana 
Negrete

GET IT
DAILY...
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Grad Nite
is back for the Class of 2022! 
Please join community members such as Santa 
Monica PD, The Elks, Kiwanis, City of Santa 
Monica and your neighbors in supporting the 
annual non-profit Graduation Party for all 
Samohi seniors!

Samohi

Go to Samohigradnite.org now to make your donation in any amount to sponsor a kid! Donations are 
tax deductible! Thank you on behalf of Samohi Seniors!

Addie. “We’ve been here for over 30 years, so 
we’ve seen a lot of things come and go, but 
we create places that we like to hang out in 
and we’re comfortable in and that we want 
to go to.”

While the core essence of Rick’s is staying 
the same, the Van Gessels will be bringing 
in some exciting change, the most notable 
being the addition of a breakfast and lunch 
service. 

Leaning on their learnings from 
Nighthawk Breakfast Bar, they are excited 
to be the only spot on the block offering 
morning eats and have already crafted a 
menu of indulgent delights. These include 
pancakes, steak and eggs, cinnamon churro 
French toast, chilaquiles and fried chicken 
and waffles.

The lunch, dinner and light night bites 
menus are also rooted in comfort food 
classics. Rick’s well loved chicken wings are 
sticking around and will be complemented 
by a fun range of sauces including buffalo 
sauce, Jamaican jerk, garlic parm, Cajun 
barbecue and a Thai sauce. Other highlights 
include bacon wrapped shrimp, short rib 
poutine, cool ranch Doritos chicken fingers, 
a Cuban sandwich, bacon mac and cheese 
bites and homemade cookies. 

With hours from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m. seven 
days a week, Tavern on Main will be able to 
cater to essentially any meal time. 

The space is also undergoing a facelift as 
the Van Gessels want to create a real pub feel 
where people are comfortable to come dine, 
drink and hang all day long. The marble bar 
is being renovated, an interior brick wall 
being revealed and new seating installed.

There will be a stronger emphasis on beer 
on tap with the couple planning to bring 
in 12 draft offerings in addition to select 

bottles. The cocktail menu is also being 
refreshed and will complement the brunch 
service with not one, nor two, but three 
different types of bloody marys.

“We offer something for everyone: great 
music, great sports viewing, and a great 
place to come sit on the sidewalk or by the 
bay windows and watch the local color as it 
goes by,” said Addie. “We are really happy to 

bring our camaraderie and our hospitality 
philosophy to Main Street and we’re really 
looking forward to becoming active members 
in the Santa Monica business community as 
well as providing a wonderful service to the 
neighborhood at large.”

Clara@smdp.com

TAVERN
FROM PAGE 1

File Photo
TAVERN: The bar will drop “Rick’s” from its name due to new owners.  

We offer 
something for 
everyone: great 
music, great 
sports viewing, 
and a great place 
to come sit on 
the sidewalk 
or by the bay 
windows and 
watch the local 
color as it goes 
by - Addie Van 
Gessel
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SUBJECT:
ADDRESS:
PROPERTY OWNER:
APPLICANT:

A public hearing will be held by the City Council to consider the following request:

Appeal of Landmarks Commission Designation 21ENT-0067 for the designation of the 
building at 1665 Appian Way as a City Landmark and for the property as a Landmark 
Parcel.

DATE/TIME: TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 AT 6:30 PM

LOCATION:

HOW TO COMMENT:
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Members of the public unable to 
attend a meeting but wishing to comment on an item(s) listed on the agenda may submit 
written comments prior to the public hearing via email to councilmtgitems@santamonica.
gov or via mail to City Clerk, 1685 Main Street, Room 102, Santa Monica, California 90401. 
Written public comment submitted before 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be 
available for online viewing.  All written comments shall be made part of the public record.  
Please note the agenda item number in the subject line of your written comments. 

You may also comment in person at the City Council hearing.  Please check the agenda for 
more detailed instructions on how to comment in person.

Address your comments to: City Clerk
    Re: 21ENT-0253
    VIA EMAIL: councilmtgitems@santamonica.gov
    VIA MAIL: 1685 Main Street, Room 102
      Santa Monica, CA 90401

MORE INFORMATION:
If you want more information about this project, please contact Stephanie Reich at (310) 
458-2200 ext 5460 or by e-mail at stephanie.reich@santamonica.gov.  For disability-
related accommodations, please contact the City Clerk’s O�ce at (310) 458-8211 or 
(310) 917-6626 TDD at least 72 hours in advance. Every attempt will be made to provide 
the requested accommodation. All written materials are available in alternate format upon 
request. Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center area. The 
Expo Line terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street, and is a short walk to 
City Hall. Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive, and in the Civic 
Center Parking Structure (validation free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa 
Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

ESPAÑOL:
Esto es una noticia de una audiencia pública para revisar applicaciónes proponiendo 
desarrollo en Santa Monica. Si deseas más información, favor de llamar a Carmen 
Gutierrez en la División de Planificación al número (310) 458-2275.

21ENT-0253 Appeal of Landmarks Commission Designation 21ENT-0067. 
1665 Appian Way
Shyle LP
Shawn Hugus

City Council Chamber, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street, 
Santa Monica, California

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL          

SUBJECT:
  

A public hearing will be held by the Planning Commission to consider the following request:

A Conditional Use Permit (22ENT-0076) to allow for the sale of beer and wine for o -site 
consumption (Type 20 ABC license) in conjunction with the operation of an existing 1,424 
square-foot butcher shop within the Neighborhood Commercial (NC) district. Pursuant to 
Santa Monica Municipal Code Section 9.31.040(B), a Conditional Use Permit is required 
for the dispensation of alcoholic beverages for on-site or o -site consumption.

DATE/TIME: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2022 AT 5:30 PM

LOCATION:

HOW TO COMMENT
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Those wishing to give written public 
comment shall email comments to planningcomment@santamonica.gov. Comments 
received prior to 12 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be distributed to the Planning 
Commission prior to the meeting and posted online. Please note the agenda item in your 
comments.

Additionally, public comment can be made by telephone by calling 1-408-740-7256 
(Meeting ID: 258991948 and Passcode: 4825 followed by #) when the caller queue opens 
for the item on which you wish to comment.  Remarks from the public made by telephone 
will be limited to up to 3 minutes per item.  Please check the agenda for more detailed 
instructions on how to comment.

Address your letters to: Ana Fernandez, Associate Planner
   Re: 22ENT-0076

MORE INFORMATION
If you want more information about this project or wish to review the project file, please 
contact Ana Fernandez by e-mail at ana.fernandez@santamonica.gov. The Zoning 
Ordinance is available on the City’s web site at www.smgov.net. For disability-related 
accommodations, please contact (310) 458-8341 or (310) 458-8696 TTY at least 72 
hours in advance. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. 
All written materials are available in alternate format upon request. Pursuant to California 
Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in Court, 
the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing described in 
this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa Monica at, or prior 
to, the public hearing.

ESPAÑOL
Esto es una noticia de una audiencia pública para revisar applicaciónes proponiendo 
desarrollo en Santa Monica.  Si deseas más información, favor de llamar a Carmen 
Gutierrez en la División de Planificación al número (310) 458-2275.

22ENT-0076 (Conditional Use Permit) 
1426 Montana Ave
APPLICANT: David Sarraf
PROPERTY OWNER: American Commercial Properties I, LLC

In an e ort to reduce the risk of spreading Coronavirus (COVID-19), members 
of the Planning Commission and City Sta  will participate via teleconference. 
The meeting will be broadcast on CityTV Channel 16 and streamed on the 
City’s website as normal but participants may also join the teleconference via 
https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-event/qpfkurwh  or by dialing in at 
1-415-466-7000 (US) (PIN: 3256634 #)

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA PLANNING COMMISSION

VIA TELECONFERENCE
Pursuant to AB361



SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank 
cells using numbers 
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block. 
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to 
solve the puzzle.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can sense how 
much someone needs you, and that can get heavy. What 
offsets the weight is realizing how much you need them. 
Helping has a way of organizing and sharpening you to 
greatness. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It will be incredibly 
satisfying to use your power to make someone else look 
good. They deserve to be seen in this lovely light. The 
glow will bounce back most pleasingly onto you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). In short, you like them 
and you’re not totally sure they feel the same. It’s an 
uncomfortable but exciting place to be, perched in 
anticipation of a potentially exhilarating learning curve.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Economic circumstances 
will affect what you do, but not how you feel. You can tap 
into a glorious mood at any price point, especially when 
you’re around your favorite people. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Because you come across as 
fantastically capable, you’ll be given more work than you 
deserve or can do alone. Don’t be afraid to mention it! 
Your lack of pretense inspires someone to help.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The goods are coming. 
In anticipation, lines form; people jockey for position. 
Something to keep in mind: Nothing at stake here has 
inherent value. All value has been assigned and/or agreed 
upon.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Success is neither mysterious 
nor complicated. It boils down to repetition. Do the 
desired thing until it’s the automatic thing. Anything that 
gets repeated will become ingrained. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). While versatility is a 
useful virtue, the upcoming adventure will require you 
to specialize. The focus perfectly suits your new mood. 
Anyway, you’d rather be masterful at one thing than 
adequate at everything. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Do not concern 
yourself with who deserves what, as it’s too subjective a 
territory to waste your time with. It’s a good day to shoot 
high, even unreasonably so, because you just might get it. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). People are picking 
up what you’re putting down today, even when it’s done 
in very small gestures or with little more than subliminal 
intent. Given the telepathic vibes, you’ll be careful what 
you think! 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). One of the many 
reasons that your pleasure matters is that you will not be 
able to bring yourself into compliance with your better 
angels until you’ve tended to your creature comforts.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). With so much else going 
on in your life and the lives of those close to you, the goal 
you want the most seems to be getting the least of your 
attention. To flip this, you’ll need new rules.

You tap into higher, more energized states and feel strangely calm and still inside them. Insights pop to mind for you and others around you, 
which will prove quite prescient. Definitely act on your whims. More highlights: a lucrative summer business move, new family and a chance 
to right a wrong of the past. Libra and Sagittarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 2, 30, 18, 4 and 17.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (May 31)

HOROSCOPES

PUZZLES
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
It’s an obsession
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Westside
What’s Up

out and about in Santa Monica

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

TUESDAY | MAY 31
MAIN STREET FOOD TRUCKS
Located one block from the beach, in the parking 
lot of the California Heritage Museum at 2612 
Main Street (on the corner of Main Street and 
Ocean Park Boulevard). Available are a variety of 
5 or more Food Trucks, each hosting a different 
type of cuisine.  A preview of each truck’s menu 
can be seen by visiting the museum’s website at 
www.californiaheritagemuseum.org. 5 - 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY | JUNE 1
MILES OF PRIDE LIGHT INSTALLATION
In celebration of SaMo PRIDE month, the Third 
Street Promenade will be illuminated in all 
the colors of the rainbow thanks to tens of 
thousands of colorful LED lights strung over the 
popular pedestrian mall, allowing visitors to bask 
in the love light. Third Street Promenade.

KID’S CLUB
A fun, family-friendly musical morning hosted 
by Twinkle Time, a bilingual, Billboard pop-
artist for kids, and featuring special guests 
each month. This is an all ages event and free 
to attend for parents and children. Snacks will 
be provided by GOGO SQUEEZ (while supplies 
last). Visit https://www.santamonicaplace.com/
Events/Details/570632 for more information. 
Santa Monica Place. 12 p.m. 

EATING OUR WAY TO EXTINCTION ONLINE 
SCREENING AND PANEL
The City of Santa Monica and Sustainable Works 
are proud to present: Eating Our Way to Extinction 
Online Screening and Panel. Eating Our Way 
To Extinction takes audiences on a cinematic 
journey around the world, telling the story of our 
planet through shocking testimonials. A panel 
discussion will follow the screening. Sarah Spitz, 
UC Master Gardener, Los Angeles County, will 
moderate the panel. Online event. Register at 
http://www.sustainableworks.org/events/

THURSDAY | JUNE 2
BRING BACK THE BEACH GALA
Heal the Bay’s Annual Gala is back after two 
years of hiatus due to the pandemic. They’re 
excited to be back on the sand celebrating clean 
water and the people who protect it. Jonathan 
Beach Club, 850 Palisades Beach Road. Tickets 
required. Ticket and sponsorship information 
available online at https://donate.healthebay.
org/event/heal-the-bay-bring-back-the-beach-
gala-2022/e389762. 

PARTY WITH A PURPOSE HAPPY HOUR
A fun (and funny) evening to raise awareness and 
funds for legal name and gender marker change 
application fees for the local trans community. 
The evening will include a comedy set from 
LA-based trans comedian, Delia Rawddon, 

raffle prizes and the wonderful ambiance of 
The Victorian (2640 Main St). $10. 7 p.m. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/party-with-a-purpose-
trans-equity-fundraiser-tickets-330805457027

FRIDAY | JUNE 3
MADE WITH PRIDE MARKETPLACE
Made with PRIDE will showcase over 15 
LGBTQIA+ business owners, highlighting their 
stories, unique products, and services. Santa 
Monica Place. 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

SATURDAY | JUNE 4
OCEANS OF POSSIBILITIES: SUMMER READING 
LUAU
Join organizers as they say, Aloha to summer! 
Our kickoff event includes family activities, 
crafts and a hula performance. Preview summer 
reading prizes and sign up for the reading 
challenge! For families. Main Library. 10:30 - 
11:30 a.m.

OCEAN PARK BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Join a community-led discussion of books 
chosen by the group. Contact jeff.schwartz@
santamonica.gov for the Zoom link. 11 a.m. - 12 
p.m.

SOUNDWAVES OUTDOOR CONCERT 
The Soundwaves new music series returns for 
three outdoor concerts this summer, featuring 
acclaimed performers presenting unique jazz-
inspired music. Each concert is at 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Saturday of the month, at the 
Pico Library Annex in Virginia Avenue Park at 
the corner of Pico and Cloverfield. The West 
Coast Chamber Jazz Trio appear June 4. Led 
by drummer/composer Andrea Centazzo, they 
perform his compositions, drawing on his long 
career writing for film and classical groups and 
contributing to the development of European 
free improvisation and the Downtown scene 
alongside artists such as Steve Lacy, Derek 
Bailey, and John Zorn. The Virginia Avenue Park 
concerts are free and open to the public. There 
are no tickets or reservations. Free parking is 
available and the #7 Big Blue Bus stops at the 
park. 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

AIDA SIMULCAST
Gather your blankets and lawn chairs, pack 
your picnic and come experience the music 
and drama of Aida under the stars. LA Opera’s 
production of Giuseppe Verdi’s Aida will be 
transmitted live in high-definition video from 
nine cameras at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion to 
large LED screens at Santa Monica Pier. Seating 
is general admission. Bring your own seating 
and arrive early to secure the best viewing 
areas, doors will open at 5:30 p.m. RSVP for 
more information and to enter for free gift. 
https://www.laopera.org/performances/2022-
aida-simulcast-events/opera-at-the-beach-
rsvp-2/

Draw Date: 5/25
19  28  39  42  57
Power#: 17
Jackpot: 150 M

Draw Date: 5/24
3  5  6  63  68
Mega#: 25
Jackpot: 157 M

Draw Date: 5/25
9  38  42  43  47
Mega#: 17
Jackpot: 14 M

Draw Date: 5/26
11  13  19  20  27

Draw Date: 5/26
EVENING: 4  5  0

Draw Date: 5/26
MIDDAY: 5  7  1

Draw Date: 5/26
1st: 01 - Gold Rush
2nd: 12 - Lucky Charms
3rd: 09 - Winning Spirit
Race Time: 1:43.50

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mis-
takes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery 
regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available 
at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 70.
Tuesday Night: Clear, with a low around 59.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 71.
Wednesday Night: Patchy fog. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 60.

2022/05/31 Tue  05:02 AM  -0.62  L
2022/05/31 Tue  11:42 AM   3.32  H
2022/05/31 Tue  3:44 PM   2.42  L
2022/05/31 Tue  10:05 PM  5.71  H
2022/06/01 Wed  05:39 AM  -0.53  L
2022/06/01 Wed  12:30 PM  3.23  H
2022/06/01 Wed  4:13 PM   2.59  L
2022/06/01 Wed  10:36 PM  5.53  H
2022/06/02 Thu  06:19 AM  -0.38  L
2022/06/02 Thu  1:24 PM   3.17  H
2022/06/02 Thu  4:45 PM   2.76  L
2022/06/02 Thu  11:10 PM   5.29  H
2022/06/03 Fri  07:01 AM  -0.18  L
2022/06/03 Fri  2:26 PM   3.17  H
2022/06/03 Fri  5:25 PM   2.93  L
2022/06/03 Fri  11:49 PM   4.99  H
2022/06/04 Sat  07:46 AM  0.04  L
2022/06/04 Sat  3:35 PM   3.27  H

Date  Day  Time (LST/LDT)  Predicted (ft) High/Low

Wind looks more favorable overall. SW swell holds 
steady for exposures -- offers best size at summer 
magnets west of Dume. NW windswell drops off 
more sharply through the day.

Wind looks favorable early. SW swell eases for 
exposures -- offers best size at summer magnets 
west of Dume. NW windswell drops to traces.

TUESDAY SURF:
POOR TO FAIR

1-2ft Knee to thigh

WEDNESDAY SURF:
POOR TO FAIR

1-2ft Knee to thigh

SURF REPORT WATER TEMP: 64.2

ADVERTISE WITH US
TODAY!
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Classes start 

June 20
smc.edu/summer

Flexible online and 
on-campus classes
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