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48 County Covid deaths
The County released 
new numbers 
Thursday.
Page 2

Pet of the Week
Sol the Turtle.
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BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310) 395-9922
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TAXES
ALL FORMS, ALL TYPES, ALL STATES

Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s real estate climate ...
Experience counts!
garylimjap@gmail.com
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Bird riders and gig workers 
allege injuries from faulty 

scooters in lawsuit
MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

A local personal injury lawyer 
filed a lawsuit earlier this month 
against Santa Monica-based scooter 
company Bird alleging the company 
deploys poorly manufactured and 
maintained devices. 

The lawsuit from McGee, Lerer 
& Associates alleges more than two 

dozen Bird riders and chargers 
suffered severe injuries resulting 
from defective Bird brakes, wheels, 
throttles and handlebars. The 
complaint also alleges that Xiaomi 
and Segway manufactured defective 
scooters.

“Bird has been cutting corners 
for years with its scooters, plain and 

Residents protest cuts to services 
for Santa Monica seniors

City restores $6.4 million 
in budget update

MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

About 50 people held a 
demonstration in downtown 
Santa Monica Thursday against 
proposed funding cuts to the city’s 
only senior services organization.

WISE & Healthy Aging 

would lose $123,000 in grant 
funding under the city of Santa 
Monica’s proposed budget, 
which eliminates $86.2 million in 
ongoing spending amid a budget 
crisis caused by the pandemic’s 
impact on city tax revenues. The 
nonprofit typically receives more 
than $1 million from the city each 

year, comprising 17% of its overall 
budget.

The proposed budget eliminates 
about $1 million in funding to 19 
other nonprofits that assist low-
income Santa Monicans, or 12% 
of each program’s grant funding 

MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

Santa Monica City Council 
approved a plan Tuesday to restore 
$6.4 million in funding to programs 
that city staff had proposed 
eliminating to fill a $224 million 
budget deficit over the next two 
years.

The city also released a draft 
budget for next fiscal year, which 
starts July 1, showing that about 
469 city employees have been 

bought out or laid off— 20% of 
its former workforce of 2,298 full-
time equivalent positions. The 
$607.4 million budget proposed 
for next fiscal year is nearly 25% 
smaller than last year’s budget, and 
projected revenues will be 20% 
smaller at $537.6 million.

City Council allocated $6.4 
million in funding to continue 
supporting programs that city 
staff had proposed eliminating, 

Matthew Hall
PROTEST: A group of residents gathered on 4th Street Thursday to protest budget cuts impacting seniors.

SEE BUDGET PAGE 11

SEE SCOOTERS PAGE 7
SEE PROTEST PAGE 11
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1847 14th Street, Santa Monica, CA  90404 ▪ (310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7)  
woodlawn.cemetery@smgov.net  ▪  www.woodlawnsm.com 

City of Santa Monica 

WOODLAWN  
Cemetery  

Mausoleum  
Mortuary 

 

FD #2101 

●  Traditional Burial   ●  Green/Natural Burial   ●  Cremation    
●  Funeral Planning & Mortuary Services 

ALL IN ONE LOCATION 

Helping families honor,  
remember, and celebrate life. 

CITY OF SANTA MONICA

SANTA MONICA 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

VIA TELECONFERENCE 
 

Pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20 Issued by 
Governor Gavin Newsom 

DATE/TIME:      Monday, June 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  

LOCATION:      In an effort to reduce the risk of spreading Coronavirus (COVID-19), members 
  of the Architectural Review Board and City Staff will participate via 
  teleconference. The public may join the teleconference via 
  https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-event/xsrpbbhe 
  or by dialing in at +1 (415) 466-7000 (US) PIN: 6450558 #
      
PROPERTIES: 
 • 20ARB-0122: 1437 6th Street: Mixed-Use
 • 20ARB-0040: 3030 Nebraska Avenue: Mixed-Use 
 • 20ARB-0091: 1349 26th Street: Mural 
 • 20ARB-0005: 1432 17th Street: Multi-Unit Residential
 • 20ARB-0099: 3020 Santa Monica Boulevard: Signs 

PRELIMINARY REVIEW(S): 
 • None

More information is available online at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Boards-
Commissions/Architectural-Review-Board/ or at (310) 458-8341 (en espanol tambien). The City 
of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Those wishing to give public comment must make 
that request via email to planningcomment@smgov.net. Written information received prior to 12 
p.m. on the day of the meeting will be distributed to the Board prior to the meeting and posted 
online. Written information received after 12 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be read aloud at 
the meeting subject to time constraints. For disability-related accommodations, please contact 
310-458-8701 or TTY 310-450-8696 a minimum of 72 hours in advance. All written materials 
are available in alternate format upon request.

BROADWAY
WINE & SPIRITS

310-394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

Now delivering with

Large selection of beer and wine

tax
included

tax
included

May German Beer Special!!!

6 pack: all 4 varieties.................. $9.00

Case: 24, all varieties................ $26.00

Citywide

Los Angeles County Announces 48 New Deaths Related to 
2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (Public Health) has confirmed 48 new 
deaths and 1,094 new cases of 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). Thirty-one people who died 
were over the age of 65 years old; 10 people who died were between the ages of 41 and 65 years 
old, and one person who died was between the ages of 18 and 40 years old. Thirty-three people 
had underlying health conditions including 24 people over the age of 65 years old, eight people 
between the ages of 41 to 65 years old, and one person between the ages of 18 and 40 years 
old. Six deaths were reported by the City of Long Beach.

To date, Public Health has identified 49,774 positive cases of COVID-19 across all areas of 
LA County, and a total of 2,241 deaths. Ninety-three percent of people who died had underlying 
health conditions. Of those who died, information about race and ethnicity is available for 2,062 
people (99 percent of the cases reported by Public Health) 40% of deaths occurred among 
Latino/Latinx residents, 29% among White residents, 17% among Asian residents, 12% among 
African American residents, 1% among Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander residents and 1% among 
residents identifying with other races. Upon further investigation, 20 cases and one death 
reported earlier were not LA County residents. As of today, 6,350 people who tested positive for 
COVID-19 (13% of positive cases) have been hospitalized at some point during their illness. There 
are 1,477 people who are currently hospitalized, 27% of these people are in the ICU and 19% are 
on ventilators. Testing capacity continues to increase in LA County, with testing results available 
for nearly 531,000 individuals and 8% of people testing positive.

“As a community, we have lost far too many of our loved ones, friends and neighbors to 
COVID-19. For all of the people who are experiencing the profound sorrow of losing someone 
they love, our hearts are with you,” said Barbara Ferrer, PhD, MPH, MEd, Director of Public Health. 
“There is a lot at stake as we continue our recovery journey. More people being around one 
another can result in more transmission of COVID-19, more cases, and likely more hospitaliza-
tions and deaths. Individuals and institutions need to continue to do their part to slow the spread 
of the virus.  For individuals, this means physical distancing and wearing cloth face coverings 
whenever you are outside of your home and around other people.  For institutions, this means 
closely following all directives that protect employees, customers, and people who are most 
vulnerable.”

The new Health Officer Order issued earlier this week, called Safer at Work and in the 
Community, allows for the reopening of houses of worship, office worksites, in-store shopping 
at retail establishments, including indoor malls and shopping centers, flea markets, swap meets 
and drive-in movie theaters. Political protests with limited numbers of participants are also 
allowed. Houses of worship can operate at 25% capacity or with a maximum of 100 people, 
whichever is lower, and retail establishments can operate at 50% capacity. Businesses must 
adhere to distancing and infection control protocols that provide safety for employees, cus-
tomers and the County’s most vulnerable residents before reopening. These protocols were 
developed to guide reopening and are available online.

The Health Officer Order continues to require specific higher-risk businesses to remain 
closed and prohibit dining in at restaurants. Restaurants are still allowed to serve food to 
customer via delivery, take-out or drive-thru.  Public and private gatherings of any number of 
people outside of a single household unit are still not permitted except for public protests and 
faith-bases services as described in the Order. Everyone must continue to follow distancing and 
infection control protocols and wear a clean cloth face covering that securely covers both your 
nose and mouth when in contact with other people not in your household.

LA County is in stage two of the five-stage Roadmap to Recovery and until the final stage 
five is reached, Health Officer Orders and directives will continue to ensure that we slow spread 
of COVID-19 to prevent an overwhelming surge of COVID-19 cases at healthcare facilities. The 
Health Officer Order, COVID-19 Surveillance Interactive Dashboard, Roadmap to Recovery, 
Recovery Dashboard, and additional things you can do to protect yourself, your family and your 
community are on the Public Health website, www.publichealth.lacounty.gov.

The best protection against COVID-19 continues to be to wash your hands frequently, avoid 
touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands, self-isolate if you are sick, practice 
physical distancing, and wear a clean face covering when in contact with others from outside 
your household. People who have underlying health conditions remain at much greater risk for 
serious illness from COVID-19, so it will continue to be very important for the County’s vulnerable 
residents to stay at home as much as possible, to have groceries and medicine delivered, and 
to call their providers immediately if they have even mild symptoms.

Santa Monica has 261 confirmed cases. 
SUBMITTED BY THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Trying to Find Kind Words 
For Trump

Whether pro or con, I enjoy hearing from 
readers.  I joke, without reader feedback, 
writing feels like I’m just talking to myself, 
which I do enough of as it is.  Fortunately, I 
have readers who email. 

To name but two, there’s Jackie in 
Philadelphia and Emily in Tampa. Jackie 
agrees with my lampooning Donald Trump 
but she’s often funnier than I am. Emily, an 
avid Trump supporter, rates my columns with 
1 to 5 stars and when I write about Trump I 
always get 1 star along with, “Can’t you ever 
say anything nice?” It’s near impossible. 

We now have 100,000 Americans dead 
and 40 million unemployed due to Covid-19. 
Instead of consoling the nation’s grief as every 
president in my lifetime, Republican and 
Democratic, would do, Trump tweets  insane 
and baseless conspiracy theories. (Were he a 
CEO, he’d be fired for or institutionalized.) 

On Memorial Day, once again, Trump 
enriched his coffers by playing golf at his own 
course, bringing the total taxpayer expense 
for his golf to $138 million. “I needed the 
exercise,” Trump said of his outing.  Exercise, 
driving a golf cart?  

Trump has actually driven a cart onto the 
green, perhaps to protect against inflaming 
his bogus “bone spurs.” Meanwhile, candidate 
Trump relentlessly chastised Obama’s golfing 
but as POTUS Trump has played a whopping 
270% more than Obama. 

Emily might be pleased as I just thought 
of kind words for Trump. He’s possibly the 
best golfer to occupy the White House, but, 
of course, he ruins it because he’s such a 
pathological cheater he’s the subject of the 
best-selling book, “Commander in Cheat,” by 
Rick Reilly. 

“Trump thinks playing by the rules is for 
losers,” Reilly writes. “He cheats at everything, 
and sees other people only as marks.” Just like 
the rest of his life, Trump’s cheating at golf 
is so brazen caddies nicknamed him “Pele,” 
because he constantly kicks his ball from the 
rough back onto the fairway. 

Memorial Day is a sacred holiday honoring 
those who gave their lives for an idea bigger 
than themselves. Sadly, Trump demonstrates 
he considers nothing to be bigger than 
himself. Disturbingly, after he laid the wreath 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Trump, 
who will be 74 in June, swayed, as if having 
difficulty keeping his balance. 

Later, however, he sent off a series of vile 
rage tweets against women. He suggested  
Nancy Pelosi  “drinks  on the job,” called 
Hillary Clinton a “skank,” and said of Stacey 
Abrams, “She’s visited every buffet restaurant 
in Georgia.”  This from the most obese 
POTUS in 100 years! 

Undeniably, Trump lacks basic human 
empathy. He’s vengefully mocked the disabled, 

minorities, two Gold Star families, a teenage 
climate activist and disparages John McCain 
even after he’s dead. (During the pandemic, 
not only does Trump not wear a mask, he 
belittles those who do.)  

Trump’s callousness reminds many of  
Senator Joe McCarthy who, in a hearing 
in 1954, was famously asked, “Have you 
no sense of decency?” Coincidentally, his 
diabolical hatchet man, Roy Cohn, would 
become Trump’s “mentor.” A Republican, 
McCarthy was censured by the majority GOP 
Senate and drank himself to death within 
three years.    

Speaking of censure, there are absolutely no 
kind words for Trump’s abysmal mishandling 
of Covid-19. Ever the victim, he denies any 
responsibility  whining,  “Nobody knew there 
would be a pandemic of this proportion.” 
Nobody?

In December, 2014, President Obama 
predicted perhaps in five years,  “We will have 
an airborne disease that will be deadly. We 
have to put into place an infrastructure that 
allows us to see it quickly, isolate it quickly 
and respond to it quickly.” 

In March, Trump predicted  Covid-19 
would “disappear like a miracle.” (If he would 
disappear it would be a miracle.)  Clearly, 
when Trump lies, people can die as evidenced 
on March 6 when he insisted, “Anybody who 
wants a test can get one.” That’s not even 
true today. (Trump’s puppet master, Putin, 
must just love all the tragedy and chaos in 
America.)

Pulitzer-Prize columnist Thomas 
Friedman called Trump “President Breaking 
Bad.” He cites Trump’s “Touting ultraviolet 
light colonoscopies, Lysol enemas and 
Hydroxychloroquine,  rejected by his own 
FDA.” 

To the horror of his medical experts, Trump 
infamously suggested injecting disinfectants 
to fight the virus. Lysol and Clorox had to 
warn Americans not to do it. (In 1978, Kool-
Aid didn’t get a chance to warn Jim Jones’ 900 
devotees not to poison themselves with the 
cyanide-laced drink.)

As Howard Stern noted, ironically, Trump 
despises his followers, as is true of almost 
every cult leader throughout history. The 
question is what can we do about him? 
(#Remember November 3.)   

As for Jackie and Emily, tomorrow Jackie 
celebrates her 50th wedding anniversary. And 
Emily recently moved into a new apartment 
she loves. After today’s column, however, 
obviously I’m only getting 1 star.

For proof, Google “Hear what Obama said in 2014 
about Pandemic”  For laughs, Google “Sarah Cooper 
Trump videos.” Jack is at: jackdailypress@aol.com

Jack Neworth	 Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Laughing Matters

office (310) 458-7737



OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters to the Editor can be submitted to letters@smdp.com. Receipt of a letter does not guarantee 
publication and all content is published at the discretion of the paper. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content. All submissions must include the author’s name, address and phone number for the purposes of verification.
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SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 243 CALLS ON MAY 27

Report Of Shots Fired 2000blk Delaware Ave 
12:48 a.m.
Malicious Mischief Report 200blk Broadway 
5:44 a.m.
Identity Theft 300blk 25th St 6:59 a.m.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor Investigation 
1700blk Pico Blvd 7:02 a.m.
Vehicle Cite & Tow (Parking Problem) 2300blk 
Ocean Park Blvd 7:53 a.m.
Burglary Report 1300blk Harvard St 8:01 a.m.
Malicious Mischief Report 2700blk Pico Blvd 
8:09 a.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 1400blk Ocean 
Ave 8:11 a.m.
Auto Burglary Report 300blk Strand St 8:12 
a.m.
Violation Of Temporary No Parking Signs 
400blk Hill St 8:41 a.m.
Theft Of Recyclables 400blk Raymond Ave 
8:44 a.m.
Burglary Report 1400blk 4th St 9:18 a.m.
Fight 1700blk Ocean Park Blvd 9:30 a.m.
Prowler Report 2100blk Dewey St 9:31 a.m.
Bike Theft Report 1000blk Ozone Ave 9:37 
a.m.
Auto Burglary Report 3000blk Delaware Ave 
9:45 a.m.
Fraud Report 2400blk Oak St 9:49 a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 18th St / 
Broadway 10:30 a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 18th St / 
Broadway 10:30 a.m.
Fraud Report 2700blk Lincoln Blvd 10:33 a.m.
General Parking Problem 1300blk 2nd St 
10:54 a.m.
Encampment 19th St / Santa Monica Blvd 
10:58 a.m.
Silent Robbery Alarm 1000blk Wilshire Blvd 
11:07 a.m.
General Parking Problem 2900blk 3rd St 
11:35 a.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 1900blk Lincoln 
Blvd 12:03 p.m.
Bike Theft Report 1600blk Ocean Front Walk 
12:11 p.m.
Stakeout 25th St / Ocean Park Blvd 12:22 
p.m.
Auto Burglary Report 2400blk Beverley Ave 
12:33 p.m.
Traffic Collision - No Injuries 1500blk Lincoln 
Blvd 12:35 p.m.
Found Property 1000blk 5th St 12:36 p.m.
Encampment Ocean Ave / Alta Ave 1:11 p.m.
Burglary Report 2500blk Michigan Ave 1:13 
p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1200blk 23rd St 
1:19 p.m.
Found Property 300blk Olympic Dr 1:29 p.m.
Indecent Exposure Just Occurred 14th St / 
Wilshire Blvd 1:29 p.m.
Civil Dispute 1600blk Ocean Park Blvd 1:56 
p.m.
Violation Of Posted Sign 200blk San Vicente 
Blvd 2:10 p.m.
Lost Property 300blk Olympic Dr 2:11 p.m.
Violation Of Posted Sign 1600blk Appian Way 
2:22 p.m.
Violation Of Posted Sign 1700blk Appian Way 
2:23 p.m.
Auto Burglary Report 400blk 17th St 2:27 p.m.
Check Temporary No Parking Signs 300blk 
24th St 2:34 p.m.
Critical Missing Person 1400blk 6th St 3:15 
p.m.

Identity Theft 100blk Idaho Ave 3:16 p.m.
Traffic Collision - No Injuries 2200blk Wilshire 
Blvd 3:16 p.m.
Bike Theft Report 1200blk 9th St 3:17 p.m.
Check Temporary No Parking Signs 1200blk 
Euclid St 3:19 p.m.
Lost Property 1900blk 20th St 3:21 p.m.
Death Investigation 1300blk Harvard St 3:23 
p.m.
Abandoned Vehicle 1300blk Marine St 3:26 
p.m.
Violation Of Posted Sign 2200blk 20th St 
3:32 p.m.
Violation Of Posted Sign 900blk 7th St 3:40 
p.m.
Strongarm Robbery Just Occurred 1300blk 
Wilshire Blvd 3:46 p.m.
Fraud Report 2400blk Oak St 3:58 p.m.
Auto Burglary Just Occurred 600blk 
Broadway 4:16 p.m.
Malicious Mischief Report 1000blk Pacific 
Coast Hwy 4:21 p.m.
Auto Burglary Report Barnard Way / Sea 
Colony Dr 4:31 p.m.
Violation Of Preferential Parking Zone 
3300blk Barnard Way 4:37 p.m.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor Investigation 
2300blk Pearl St 4:38 p.m.
Check Temporary No Parking Signs 400blk 
21st St 4:40 p.m.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor Investigation 
1700blk Pico Blvd 4:42 p.m.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor Investigation 
2300blk Pearl St 4:44 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 20th St / 
Broadway 4:50 p.m.
Theft Of Recyclables 800blk Cedar St 5:06 
p.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 1500blk 2nd St 
5:22 p.m.
Vehicle Parked On Sidewalk 600blk Ocean 
Park Blvd 5:27 p.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 700blk Broadway 
6:02 p.m.
Construction Noise 1600blk Centinela Ave 
6:33 p.m.
General Parking Problem 2000blk Ocean Ave 
6:42 p.m.
Encampment 800blk Palisades Park 6:43 
p.m.
General Parking Problem 3300blk Barnard 
Way 6:43 p.m.
Loud Music 1200blk 3rd Street Prom 6:54 
p.m.
Petty Theft Now 16th St / Marine St 7:39 p.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 2400blk Pico Blvd 
8:10 p.m.
Fight Barnard Way / Ocean Park Blvd 8:17 
p.m.
Critical Missing Person 1200blk Princeton St 
8:25 p.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 1700blk Ocean 
Front Walk 8:42 p.m.
Living In A Vehicle 2400blk 5th St 9:42 p.m.
Death Investigation 1500blk Centinela Ave 
9:51 p.m.
Violation Of Preferential Parking Zone 100blk 
Hart Ave 10:09 p.m.
Loud Music 1200blk 10th St 10:12 p.m.
Traffic Collision - Unknown Injuries 1100blk 
Pacific Coast Hwy 10:45 p.m.
Exhibition Of Speed 12th St / Marguerita Ave 
11:00 p.m.

DAILY POLICE LOG
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ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

If you donʼt like what we have to say we will 
give you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICEFINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY | DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703  (310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES

*Nitrous Oxide available  *No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
• Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

OR

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

Starting from 

$88
+Taxes

1760 Ocean Avenue | Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE
SeaviewHotel.com

Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 26 CALLS ON MAY 27

EMS 2200blk 20th St 2:12 a.m.
Electrical Fire - No Fire Visible 1300blk Pearl 
St 2:27 a.m.
EMS Lincoln Blvd / Pico Blvd 3:55 a.m.
EMS 20th St / Pico Blvd 5:09 a.m.
EMS 1300blk 20th St 5:39 a.m.
EMS 300blk 10th St 7:40 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 1500blk 2nd St 8:35 a.m.
EMS 400blk Expo Line 9:07 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 2500blk Pico Blvd 9:41 a.m.
EMS 2600blk Ocean Park Blvd 10:04 a.m.
EMS 20th St / Santa Monica Blvd 10:07 a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury 18th St / 
Broadway 10:30 a.m.
EMS 1200blk 6th St 12:03 p.m.
EMS 500blk Olympic Blvd W 2:21 p.m.

EMS 1300blk Harvard St 2:43 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 1700blk Ashland Ave 2:47 
p.m.
EMS 1100blk 7th St 2:56 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 1400blk 4th St 3:15 p.m.
EMS 2500blk 22nd St 4:10 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury 20th St / 
Broadway 4:50 p.m.
EMS 200blk 7th St 6:10 p.m.
EMS 1000blk 3rd St 6:36 p.m.
EMS 900blk 9th St 7:34 p.m.
EMS 26th St / Pico Blvd 8:13 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 600blk Santa Monica Blvd 
8:40 p.m.
EMS 1500blk Centinela Ave 9:14 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG
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Adoptable Pet of 
the Week

Courtesy photo.
PET: The Adoptable Pet of the Week is available from the Santa Monica Animal Shelter.

Hi, I’m Sol. I’m female Red Eared 
Slider. Being given the name Sol is no 
mystery. I am an expert sunbather and 
I’m perfectly content to spend the entire 
day cozy on a rock or log. I’d like to think 
I’m confident and independent as I’m 
not one of those girls that needs to be 
coddled and constantly reassured that 
I’m loved. You can hang out with while 
surfing your social media, texting, or 
working, and you’ll get no complaints for 
me. I’m too low-key and well-adjusted 
too engage in any drama. Plus, I know 
that if you’re willing to meet my needs 
in keeping my pond clean, warm, with 
plenty of access to sunshine for me to 
enjoy, obviously you love me. So, if you’re 
looking for a lady friend that will keep it 
cool, pull out your lawn chair and beach 
towel and adopt me. Sol, ID#A059749, is 
available for adoption at the Santa Monica 
Animal Shelter located at 1640 9th Street, 
Santa Monica CA, 90404. The shelter is 
closed to the public and adoptions are by 
appointment only by calling the shelter at 
(310) 458-8595.

PET TIP OF THE WEEK: REGULAR VET VISITS
Did you know that taking pets to their 

annual vet exam can help them live longer 
and prevent them from ending up in 
animal shelters?

Pet owners that skip annual vet visits are 
often overwhelmed when it is discovered 
that their pets are not only suffering, but 
that they have a full-blown illness that is 

too costly for them to treat. These pets 
have a high likelihood of ending up at 
local animal shelters. The relinquishment 
of sick animals in the shelter system not 
only adds to overcrowded shelters that 
already have limited medical resources 
to attend to illnesses, but these types of 
animals are more likely to be euthanized.

Some medical problems like skin 
and dental conditions occur gradually. 
But many animals compensate so these 
conditions are often missed by pet owners, 
even though it may cause them chronic 
pain and discomfort. Many illnesses 
like kidney and weight problems, when 
caught early, can be easily managed. Left 
untreated, pets may endure a tremendous 
amount of pain, the inability to thrive, 
and may cause families stress and heart 
ache at seeing their beloved pet suffer. 
This often leads to difficult decisions like 
whether the pet should rehomed due to 
lack of resources to treat the illness, or 
even euthanasia.  

Taking pets to the vet regularly helps to pre-
vents many serious illnesses, improves a pet’s 
quality of life, may increase their lifespan, and 
greatly reduces overcrowded shelters!Pet of 
the Week is provided by Carmen Molinari, a 
long-time volunteer at the Santa Monica Animal 
Shelter and founder and CEO of Love At First 
Sit, a pet care and dog training company in 
Santa Monica. Learn about her, pet tips, and 
Love At First Sit services at loveatfirstsit.net

Sol

Saving Olympic
TO THE SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL 
BOARD MEMBERS:

I know it looks like a solution to cut the 
counselor position at Olympic High School. 
However, such action will have extremely 
detrimental impact on the demographic that 
needs it the most.

What I have absolutely found to be a truth 
from my thirty-nine years at Olympic is: 
before one can learn, one must be emotionally 
literate.

Olympic silently heals and prepares 

the at-risk youth for that next step. It is 
a sad commentary that  the district has 
been  increasingly myopic to the value of 
the Olympic community and the positive 
outcome of its students.

The Olympic counselor needs to be on 
campus to offer advice and advocate for the 
students. The counselor helps support the 
many students who are going through one of 
the most difficult and critical stages in their 
life. 

Marcia Gecht, Olympic High School Teacher

By Marcia Gecht	 Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Letter to the Editor

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

424-416-7340 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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Avoid crowded spaces > RIDE BICYCLES

STAY HEALTHY, RIDE A BIKE

Do not use public transit >  RIDE BICYCLES
Expose yourself to sunshine >  RIDE BICYCLES
Avoid recirculated air >  RIDE BICYCLES
Boost immunity with fresh air >  RIDE BICYCLES

THE BIKE SHOP 
CALIFORNIA 

310.838.9644
pros@bikeshopsantamonica.com 

bikeshopcalifornia.com

THE BIKE SHOP 
SANTA MONICA 

2400 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.581.8014

sales@bikeshopsantamonica.com 
bikeshopsantamonica.com
Across from Urth Cafe

  

3770 Motor Avenue
 Angeles, CA 90034Los

Email 24/7 sales@BikeShopSantaMonica.com

OPEN DAILY 10AM-4PM
SAFE SPACE AT BACK DOOR

PICKUP AND DELIVERY!

PUBLIC DUMP
IN SANTA MONICA

Construction Credit (310)  828-6444

Fa
mily Owned &

 O
pera te d S ince 

1913
Southern California

D
isposal & Recycling C

o
.

www.SCDisposal.com

COMMERCIAL  |  RESIDENTIAL  |  RENT A BIN

ROLL-OFF  |  LOW-BOY RENTAL  |  CITY APPROVED

simple,” attorney Mike Arias said in a press 
release. “Nationwide, people have suffered 
serious injuries, required emergency room 
care, expensive surgeries and ongoing therapy 
because this ‘gig economy’ company has been 
ignoring its customers’ safety while it rakes 
in profits.”

The plaintiffs named in the mass tort 
complaint filed May 15 say they experienced 
brake or throttle failures while they were near 
moving vehicles. Several of the plaintiffs had 
injuries that required surgery, such as broken 
wrists, arms and ankles.

According to the lawsuit, Los Angeles 
resident Lisa Beardslee suffered a broken 
wrist, road rash and injuries to her neck and 
shoulder when a Bird scooter’s brakes failed at 
an intersection in the Mid-City neighborhood 
of Los Angeles. 

The complaint also alleges that Bird 
fails to properly maintain its scooters and 
incentivizes chargers to not report broken 
or dysfunctional scooters because chargers 
are not paid if they inform Bird that scooters 
need to be removed from circulation.

Santa Monica resident Fahin Kamrany, 
who worked for Bird as a charger, was forced 
to jump off a Bird scooter when the brakes 
failed as she approached an intersection. She 
fractured her collarbone, cut her scalp and 
sprained her neck, according to the lawsuit.

Kamrany said she was riding the scooter to 
determine how it had been damaged because 
Bird had not told her the nature of the issue.

Bird, which could not immediately be 
reached for comment, has been the target 
of safety complaints in the past. It launched 
the most recent iteration of its scooter, the 
Bird Two, last August, which included safety 
features such as a tip-proof kickstand and 
damage sensors.

A little less than a year earlier, McGee, 
Lerer & Associates filed a class-action 
lawsuit against Bird accusing the company 
of negligently deploying scooters on city 
sidewalks and failing to ensure that the 
scooters were safe to ride.

Last February, a former Bird mechanic 
filed a lawsuit alleging that Bird fired him 
because he spoke up about safety issues.

The company is now one of two scooter 
companies authorized to operate in Santa 
Monica. In September 2018, the city kicked 
off a Shared Mobility Pilot Program that 
allowed Bird, Lyft, Lime and Jump to deploy 
devices in Santa Monica, but Lime and Jump 
have permanently ceased operations in the 
city amid the pandemic.

Bird also laid off 30% of its staff, or about 
400 workers, in late March. Workers have 
since described the company’s culture and 
leadership as reckless and erratic in various 
news outlets covering the tech industry.

madeleine@smdp.com
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office (310) 458-7737
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

 DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 69.
Friday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Saturday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, partly sunny, with a high near 69.
Saturday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 70.
Sunday Night: Patchy fog after midnight. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Monday: Patchy fog before noon. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a high near 70.

2020/05/29	 Fri		  02:08 AM			  4.58		  H
2020/05/29	 Fri		  09:51 AM			   -0.04		  L
2020/05/29	 Fri		  5:10 PM			   3.97		  H
2020/05/29	 Fri		  10:18 PM			   2.69		  L
2020/05/30	 Sat		  03:38 AM			  4.24		  H
2020/05/30	 Sat		  10:49 AM			   0.10		  L
2020/05/30	 Sat		  5:49 PM			   4.46		  H
2020/05/30	 Sat		  11:42 PM			   2.00		  L
2020/05/31	 Sun		  05:06 AM		  4.07		  H
2020/05/31	 Sun		  11:39 AM			  0.28		  L
2020/05/31	 Sun		  6:26 PM			  5.02		  H
2020/06/01	 Mon		  12:45 AM		  1.16		  L
2020/06/01	 Mon		  06:23 AM		  4.02		  H
2020/06/01	 Mon		  12:25 PM		  0.51		  L
2020/06/01	 Mon		  7:02 PM			   5.59		  H
2020/06/02	 Tue		  01:39 AM		  0.30		  L
2020/06/02	 Tue		  07:32 AM		  4.03		  H
2020/06/02	 Tue		  1:08 PM			   0.78		  L

Date		  Day of the Week	 Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low

Draw Date:05/27 
38  58  59  64  68     
Power#: 21
Jackpot:125 M 

Draw Date: 05/26 
34  52  58  59  62      
Mega#: 4
Jackpot: 336 M

Draw Date: 05/27 
2  5  11  14  44                
Mega#: 21
Jackpot: 10 M

Draw Date: 05/27
1  10  20  26  38

Draw Date: 05/28
Midday: 6  3  2

Draw Date: 05/27
Evening: 1  8  5 

Draw Date: 05/27
1st: 11 - MONEY BAGS
2nd: 5 - CALIFORNIA CLASSIC
3rd: 3 - HOT SHOT
RACE TIME: 1:47.02

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 62.6°

FRIDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4ft Waist to chest high
Long period SW/SSW swell holds. Small NW swell.

SATURDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4ft Waist to chest high
Stronger new SSW swell building over top of old SW/SSW swell. Small NW swell. Wind looks manageable for the 
morning.

SURF REPORT
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). What you have now is 
not an alliance of two parts working together but rather a 
blending with two parts becoming one as it happens with 
the joining of flames or water. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You do not go places just 
to be able to say you went, nor do you do things so you 
can tick them off your list. You bring every ounce of your 
attention to the current experience, inviting it to change 
you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You’ll be extremely content 
as you untangle a messy situation. This was caused by 
someone who is not as practical and detail-oriented as you. 
You could place blame, but you’ll give thanks instead. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). While others boast about 
their problem-solving abilities or humblebrag to bring 
attention to their luxury of options, you will stay quiet and 
let the work speak for itself. Not everyone will get it, only 
those who matter! 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Just as asking for money means 
you’re in need of it, when you try to conjure up a state of 
mind, it affirms the opposite state of mind from whence the 
request comes. Instead of asking, act as though it’s already 
granted.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Everyone has faults. 
Confidence is not ignorance of those faults; rather, it’s the 
acceptance of them and the assurance that no matter what 

happens, you have your own back.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Remember when you let 

go of things beyond your grasp? It wasn’t easy or hard; it 
was just time. Now, it’s once again time to let go. Open up 
your hands. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When you’re not sure 
whether to comply with what’s being asked of you, stall. 
It will give you time to understand the dynamics at play. 
Better to have the benefit of a strategy than be at the whim 
of your reactions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The value of money 
is what people say it is. It’s not exactly arbitrary. Instead, it’s 
a social agreement made by an entire society, or, in today’s 

case, between two people. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You know how to be 

sensitive to what others need, but when was the last time 
you aimed those super-sensors back to yourself ? Self-care 
is the worthiest cause today.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There’s a stress cycle in 
which you’re taking part with periods of tension followed 
by release. Monitor and observe yourself. Is this necessary? 
Is it fun? Is it good for you? 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You can close yourself off 
to energy or open yourself up to it at any time. Right now, 
you’re not sure which way you should go. Observe those 
already immersed in the game for clues. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MAY 29)

Relationships you can rely on will allow you to develop yourself. Emotional muscle tone enables you to achieve what you couldn’t before. You’ll accept a new post and revel in the responsibility. You’ll make a big sale 
and be part of a remarkable team that turns out work of which all can be proud. Leo and Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 40, 12, 28, 44 and 17. 
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Relax on Cottesole Beach

smdp.com/signup

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

smdp.com/signup

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

Binary Puzzle
Each cell should contain a zero or 

a one. No more than two similar 

numbers below or next to each 

other are allowed. Each row and 

each column is unique and con-

tains as many zeros as ones.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE
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Amazon.com Services LLC -  
Santa Monica, CA. Business 
Intelligence Manager - Lead 
a team to define and build 
key metrics for various new 
business initiatives. Provide 
vision, direction, and day-
to-day management for the 
team. Multiple job openings. 
Send resume, referencing 
AMZ3955 to: Amazon.com, 
P.O. Box 81226, Seattle, WA 
98108. EOE.   

Employment/Help Wanted

Classifieds 

$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

but several members of the public asked 
councilmembers to go further, asking them to 
save crossing guards and CREST’s afterschool 
playground, sports and homework programs.

Community members also asked the city 
to maintain funding for the Santa Monica 
Public Library and mental health counseling 
for youth.

Interim City Manager Lane Dilg asked 
the community come together to preserve 
certain programs that the city budget can 
no longer support. The Santa Monica Police 
Department is working to redesign the 
crossing guards program, she added.

“We know you love these programs,” 
she said. “If we’re not able to provide these 
programs in our foundational budget, we 
need you to work as a community to find 
other ways to provide those services.”

Dilg said she would like to see residents 
donate directly to social services organizations 
that will see a 12% reduction in grant funding 
from the city under the proposed budget.

“There is no secret pool of money from 
which we can pull,” Dilg said. “It’s a zero sum 
game.”

HOUSING AND FOOD ASSISTANCE
The city would expand its Preserving Our 

Diversity (POD) rent subsidy program for 
low-income seniors to anywhere from 250 to 
450 households.  An additional 307 eligible 
households — not just elderly residents — 
would receive rental assistance for three 
months.

More than $51,000 in funding would be 
restored the Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles, which provides 900 Santa Monicans 
with free legal aid, often defending them 
against attempted evictions.

The Westside Food Bank and Meals on 
Wheels West would receive a total of $20,000.

YOUTH AND RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS
The CREST afterschool program would 

be maintained at its current capacity of 420 
participants. Santa Monica Police Activities 
League Youth Center hours would be 
increased, with access to the center’s dance 
and art rooms and gymnasium. Youth and 
athletic organizations would be able to keep 
using fields at local public schools.

The Santa Monica Swim Center will 
reopen under reduced hours based on 
guidelines from public health officials, and 
Memorial Park’s gym and skate park drop-in 
programs, which serve about 1,000 visitors 
per day, would continue.

Basketball courts, tennis courts, turf fields 
and the Virginia Avenue Park splash pad will 
be reopened when it is safe to do so.  The 
community gardens program will also be 
maintained.

MOBILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY
The Vision Zero program, which 

seeks to eliminate traffic fatalities, and 
the transportation demand management 
program, which helps employers reduce car 
commuting, would both continue. GoSaMo, 
the city-funded organization that supports 
employers in meeting the city’s transportation 
requirements, would receive 40% of its usual 
funding.

The city would retain one employee to 
advance the Climate Action and Adaptation 
Plan and another to continue water 
conservation efforts.

ARTS
Half a million in available arts funds will 

be allocated to artists and nonprofits to create 
recovery projects in the spirit of the Works 
Progress Administration. Projects could 
include art in or on vacant storefronts, social 
distancing markers and arts activities that 
could be included with pick-up orders at local 
businesses.

City Council will hold a study session on 
the 2020-2021 budget June 9.

madeleine@smdp.com

BUDGET
FROM PAGE 1

from the city.
On Tuesday, City Council voted to restore 

$6.4 million in funding to housing, youth, 
recreational, mobility and sustainability 
programs that were up for elimination earlier 
this month — including three social services 
nonprofits, the Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles, Westside Food Bank and Meals on 
Wheels West.

WISE & Healthy Aging’s members are 
worried that the organization won’t be able 
to serve as many seniors with $123,000 less 
in funding. 

Under the city’s proposed budget, WHA 
would lose more than $46,000 to support its 
senior center, paratransit and mental health 
counseling programs, said president Grace 
Cheng Braun.

Cheng Braun said the city’s funding to 
WHA’s Adult Day Service Center — which 
it is planning to reduce by $17,000 — allows 
the center to provide “scholarships” for low-
income residents, mostly Spanish-speaking 
seniors who live in the Pico neighborhood. 

With the stay-at-home order in effect, the 
center, which serves 48 seniors, has also lost 
$250,000 in income from other participants, 
Cheng Braun said. 

Carla Alvarado said the Adult Day Service 
Center’s Spanish-speaking Alzheimer’s day 
care program that her 82-year-old father has 
participated in for the last five years has 
prevented his condition from deteriorating. 

“Given the amount of time my dad has 
had Alzheimer’s, he should be in more of a 
regression stage, but he’s actually improved 
or stayed the same,” Alvarado said. “It’s given 
him purpose … he feels like he matters.”

In the center’s “Somos Amigos” program, 
Alvarado’s father, Isidro, shares stories 
and sings songs with other longtime Pico 
residents. Alvarado said the daily activities 
keep his brain stimulated and his mood 
cheerful, and allows her to continue working 
at Santa Monica College instead of caring for 
her father full-time. 

“My dad’s quality of life has improved 
immeasurably,” she said. “He brings so much 
light to our lives.”

Alvarado said if reduction in funding for 
the program leads to a reduction in services, 
it would put financial strain on residents who 
would have to work less in order to care for 
their parents and grandparents.

“A lot of the things the city is cutting 
funding for impact low-income families who 
have been living here for years on end,” she 
said.

67-year-old Sandra Tolbert, who moved 
from Alabama to Santa Monica at age 18, said 
a social worker in WISE & Health Aging’s 
care management program helped her stay 
housed by resolving a miscommunication 
that put her Section 8 voucher in jeopardy, 
helped her enroll in Medi-Cal and ensured 
that the Salvation Army delivers her a food 
box each week during the pandemic. 

“She saved me,” Tolbert said. “I would have 
been on the street. I don’t know what I would 
do without her.”

Under the proposed budget, the city 
would cut nearly $30,000 in funding to the 
care management program. WHA’s lunch 
program, which serves seniors a free or $5 
lunch every day, would also see a roughly 
$30,000 reduction in funding. 

Each program supports about 280 low-
income seniors in Santa Monica, Cheng 
Braun said. During the pandemic, WHA 
has been providing to-go food boxes for 
seniors and calling seniors at home rather 
than delivering the programs in person. 

“Because we provide direct services, it is 
going to mean a significant number of seniors 
aren’t going to be receiving services,” Cheng 
Braun said earlier this month. “Seniors are 
most at-risk and seriously impacted by this 
pandemic, and we have to make sure they 
aren’t becoming so isolated that it starts to 
impact their health and wellbeing.”

Dr. Scott Kaiser, director of geriatric 
cognitive health at the Pacific Neuroscience 
Institute, said loneliness has adverse impacts 
on health and cognitive function in seniors, 
and the pandemic has cut many elderly people 
off from their social outlets. 

He said WHA has not only brought food, 
care management and wellness programs to 
seniors’ homes during the pandemic, but in 
many cases served as their only social support 
for the last 10 weeks. 

“I think cutting funding right now is really 
unjust and unwise,” Kaiser said. “We have to 
think about where support is needed most 
right now — it’s with frail, vulnerable older 
adults who are vulnerable both to the virus 
and the social isolation that’s been part of our 
very necessary public health response.”

madeleine@smdp.com
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