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DOWNTOWN Imagine using your smart-
phone or tablet to order a driverless car to
whisk you through town as it interacts with
traffic control systems to find the best route
for you to run errands, or controlling a satel-
lite that can identify a fire in a remote area

and dispatch a drone to fly over and drop
water before the blaze gets out of hand.

Those are just some of the applications
that could be possible thanks to Santa
Monica-based DreamHammer, a software
developer that has recently made available
an operating system that for the first time
allows unrelated, unmanned drones and
robots from different manufacturers to

communicate and work together. The
Ballista software is poised to become the
industry standard for drone and robot con-
trol for the multi-billion dollar global
unmanned systems industry, with the poten-
tial to better protect workers in dangerous
jobs while also increasing productivity.

“We are looking at the next industrial
revolution,” said DreamHammer CEO

Nelson Paez, who helped found the compa-
ny back in 2000 out of a home along the
Venice canals. “This is the model that gets
drones and robots to where we have always
thought they were going to be.”

Managing multiple drones is a unique
challenge, due to the fact that each drone
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BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

FOURTH STREET A nonprofit that provides
services to seniors announced a new pro-
gram Tuesday that will help older adults and
their families solve difficult disputes before
they escalate to the court system.

The Elder Care Mediation program is a
collaboration between WISE & Healthy
Aging and the nonprofit Center for Civic
Mediation, an affiliate of the Los Angeles
County Bar Association.

The association will provide trained
mediators — including lawyers, therapists
and social workers — to meet with families
to talk through issues like the care and treat-
ment of their senior family member.

Unlike a court case, which has a winner
and a loser, mediation allows parties to come
to an agreement that works for both sides.
The process still ends in a legally binding
document, said Molly Davies, vice president
of the organization’s Elder Abuse Prevention
and Ombudsman Services.

“WISE & Healthy Aging has been inter-
ested in mediation and what it could do for
the clients that we serve particularly because

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN Santa Monica locked in
its skateboarding street cred in the
1970s when it became known as
Dogtown and home of the Z-Boys
skateboarding team.

Now, it will have to add Lizzie
Armanto’s name to its pedigree.

Armanto, 20, snagged the gold
medal in the first women’s Skateboard
Park contest at the X Games in
Barcelona this May, adding a bit of
shine to her already lustrous career in
which she’s claimed first in the World
Cup of Skateboarding points race
three years running.

Renowned sponsor Vans took her
under its wing, and Armanto spent the
last several months traveling across the

SEE CP PAGE 8
SEE SENIORS PAGE 9

SEE SOFTWARE PAGE 7
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Local tech company unleashes drone software 

Keeping a tiff
from turning
into a lawsuit 
Nonprofit provides
mediations for seniors

Santa Monican
taking over
skateboarding
Lizzie Armanto wins
gold in X Games,
smashes glass ceilings
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Wednesday, May 29, 2013

Green living
Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 
7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Join this free Sustainable Works Green
Living Workshop and learn information

that will help you save money, and posi-
tively impact your family, community and
ultimately the planet. For more informa-

tion, visit smpl.org.

Diary of improv
Mi’s Westside Comedy Theater

1323-A Third St., 8 p.m.
We all know what really happened after
you poured out your heart to your diary
about your undying ninth grade love for
Barry Jameson and how badly you wish
he would ask you out. Nothing much,
really. But what if you got the courage
to talk to him the next day at school?
Improv Diary is a choose your own
adventure long-form improv comedy

show revealing the future of your past,
now. For more information, 

call (310) 451-0850.

Thursday, May 30, 2013

At the edge
Edgemar Center for the Arts

2437 Main St., 9 a.m. — 9 p.m.
Cinema at the Edge is giving an oppor-
tunity for filmmakers to share their films

of all genres at an independent film
community festival. Cinema at the Edge

invites distribution companies, man-
agers, agents, and casting directors, to
discover a new generation of films. The
festival will feature opening and closing
parties, an award ceremony and panels.
Filmmakers at the festival will receive

instant feedback on their screening fol-
lowed by a Q&A. For more information,

call (310) 394-6162 ext. 103.

Help wanted 
Del Frisco’s Grille 

1540 Second St., Suite 110, 
10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 

Del Frisco’s Grille, which will open at

the corner of Ocean and Colorado
avenues in July, is hosting a job fair

through June 2 to fill over 150 positions
ranging from server and bartender to

broiler cook and dishwasher. The com-
pany offers 401K savings plans, com-
prehensive medical, dental and vision

plans, plus domestic partner coverage.
For more information or to e-mail a

resume, contact dfg8709@dfrg.com.

Mix and mingle
Banana Republic

1202 Third St., 5 p.m. — 9 p.m.
Enjoy refreshments during this mixer to
introduce a new line of clothes inspired
by summer in the Hamptons. For more

information, call (310) 394-7740.

Friday, May 31, 2013

Fly away
Santa Monica Museum of Flying

3100 Airport Ave., 
10 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Experience the MaxFlight high definition,
3D virtual reality flight simulator

FS3000. The simulator features a 360-
degree full range of motion and carries
two passengers. The air-to-air combat
feature and the carrier landings seem

like the real thing. The true-to-life depth
and clarity of the HD-3D projection and
the five speaker surround sound system
makes the experience as close as you

can get to actually flying. For more infor-
mation, call (310) 398-2500.

Stitch it up
1450 Ocean

1450 Ocean Ave., 
12 p.m. — 2 p.m.

Bring a pattern you would like to sew
and learn what all the pattern notes

mean, then get hands-on help sewing it
together in class. You'll need all the

materials listed on the back of the pat-
tern for the size or model you want to
make. You'll also need to bring your

sewing machine, scissors, pins, a chalk
marking pencil, and a seam ripper. For
more information, call (310) 458-2239.

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND SPA LIKE ATMOSPHERE
Top of the line technology | Amazing Yelp reviews | Using the best dental labs in the country

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.SantaMonicaToothDr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS
(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

July 8th-Aug 2nd, 3:30-6pm,Tuesday-Thursday
Dancers ages 13-18 yrs old – $700 INCLUDES T-SHIRT

Join us as we dance the summer a way and refine technique & skill!
To be addressed: – turns – leaps – stretching – core strength

– proper placement – balance and more...

The Pretenders Studios -
To register please call - 310.450.1800
wwww.thepretendersstudio.com

SUMMER CAMP 
REGISTRATION
STARTS NOW!

Teen Summer Camp Intensive
JAZZ - BALLET - MODERN

CONTEMPORARY - HIP-HOP - TAP

1635 16TH STREET, SANTA MONICA CA 90404

Play a round 
or serve it up,
it’s for the kids!

Contact PAL Youth Center - Alicia Endo
310-458-8988 or PAL@smgov.net

Individual Golfers $250 - Foursome $1000 - Tennis $125 - Dinner $100
Sponsorship & Player packages are now available 

Ranging from $300 – $25,000
To lend the support of your business...

Santa Monica Police Activities League

Golf and Tennis Classic
Followed by Awards Dinner & Silent Auction

June 10, 2013 At

MountainGate Country Club

Calendar
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

CRV Aluminum Cans
$1.80 per pound

with this coupon expires 6-30-13

CRV Aluminum      Plastic      Glass      Bi-Metal      Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper      Copper & Brass      

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.
Santaa Monica

www.theomeletteparlor.com

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“Gorgeous garden
patio, everyday!!!”

MARTHA IRVINE
AP National Writer

CHICAGO From the time they are born, we
put our boys in blue beanies and our girls in
pink ones. It’s a societal norm, an expecta-
tion even, that you just are what you are
born — a boy or a girl.

From early on, we divide toys and activi-
ties by very distinct gender lines, with super-
heroes and trucks and muck on one side and
princesses and dolls and all things frilly on
the other.

Many children land, enthusiastically, on
the expected side. Others dabble in both
“girl” and “boy” things. But what if your kid,
even from an early age, mostly showed inter-
est in doing opposite-gender things? More
importantly, what if they wanted to BE the
opposite gender — or a less-defined mix of
both? And what if they wanted to test those
limits in public places, like school?

Would you let them?
It’s not, of course, that pat of a process.

Parents don’t just decide to let their kids
switch genders. But, whether parents are
dragged through the process, or if they

decide to work it through more openly,
more kids are challenging the boundaries of
traditional gender, and going public at
younger ages.

And they are doing so with the guidance
of a growing faction of medical experts who
no longer see this as something to be fixed.
Last year, the American Psychiatric
Association removed “gender identity disor-
der” from its list of mental health ailments.

Some experts predict that views on gen-
der will evolve in much the same way they
have for sexual orientation, since homosexu-
ality was removed as a mental illness nearly
four decades ago. Today, the gender spec-
trum includes those who are transgender,
who see themselves as the opposite gender,
and those who are gender variant, or gender
nonconforming, whose gender is more
“fluid.” For kids, it means they identify part
of themselves as boy and part as girl.

“Now these kids . are beginning to have a
voice . and I think that’s what’s been making
things interesting and challenging — and
difficult, sometimes — depending on the
family, the kid, or the school,” says Dr.
Robert Garofalo, director of the Center for

Gender, Sexuality and HIV Prevention at
Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago.

While the numbers are relatively small, it
means that, increasingly, schools are having
to figure out how to accommodate them,
some more successfully than others.

The questions often start with the basics:
Which bathroom do they use? Where do
they change for gym class? What if teachers
or students don’t want to use the pronoun,

CITYWIDE 
Summer safety tips

Summer fun comes with its own unique hazards, but you can keep yourself, your fam-
ily and your friends safe by following a few tips from the doctors over at the Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center.

Although Santa Monica isn’t known for brutally hot summers, a little caution is always
recommended when playing in the heat.

Stay hydrated by drinking between six and eight glasses of water a day, even if you’re
not thirsty, and wear sunscreen wherever your clothing — made of lightweight, light-col-
ored fabrics, please! — does not cover.

For those outdoor adventures, make sure the first-aid kit is stocked with Band-Aids,
calamine lotion, Ace bandages, anti-bacterial wipes and bug spray. Pain relievers are
always a good idea as well.

Keep the important pieces safe by wearing protective gear like helmets and pads
while Rollerblading, biking or skateboarding, said Wally Ghurabi, medical director of the
Nethercutt Emergency Center at the hospital.

“Before the summer starts, double-check that bikes, helmets, skates and hiking boots
still fit whoever will be using them,” Ghurabi said. “You’ll be surprised how often children
have outgrown items from last season.”

Water presents its own challenges. Make sure that children know how to swim, and
always supervise kids around pools or other bodies of water. Life jackets are a must when
boating, and when at the beach, the buddy system is the best policy while swimming.

Finally, food makes any outdoor activity complete, but remember that the heat can
turn your favorite snack into a sickening proposition.

Food that sits out for more than two hours is not considered safe, and when the tem-
peratures hit 90 degrees or more, that window narrows to one hour. Keep meat and poul-
try in a cooler packed with ice until it’s ready to use, and store that cooler in the shade.

Stay safe, and enjoy your summer!
— ASHLEY ARCHIBALD

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

IN PROCESS Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
Artist Joyce Pensato works on a site-specific piece on Tuesday for her upcoming show, 'I Killed
Kenny,' at the Santa Monica Museum of Art. The show opens on June 1. 

SEE GENDER PAGE 10

Gender a new challenge for schools 
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Cut pay 
Editor:

Perhaps the city of Santa Monica can take a radical,
novel new approach to its budget problems so that it
doesn’t have to keep raising taxes and fees on resi-
dents to provide basic services: stop spending money
you don’t have, and in particular cut all the bloated
salaries and the golden parachute retirement packages
for city employees, especially the overpaid city manag-
er and city department heads (“City Hall calls for cuts,
increased fees to balance budget,” May 22).

See how simple and easy that is? Then the city can
enjoy a nice budget surplus rather than a deficit.

Virginia Isaacs
Santa Monica

Hater 
Editor:

I am an avid reader of your paper. I do like to read
Your Column Here. I read many different articles which
I do not agree with from time to time. I understand that
people do have different beliefs, ideas, etc., than myself
and I like to keep an open mind. What I read today
(“R.I.P., Boy Scouts of America,” Your Column Here,
May 28), really disturbed me. Again, I may not agree
with everyone’s point of view, but what Matt Barber
had written and what you allowed in your paper is noth-
ing but hate and bigotry. 

I’m really disappointed that someone with this much
hate is allowed to continue to contribute to your paper.
How can anyone gain from what he has written? I real-
ly hope you take the time to consider never printing
this man’s vitriolic sentiments toward anything he does
not feel is Christian.

Jim Chlopecki
Venice, Calif. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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SOMETIMES IT IS BEST TO ERR ON THE SIDE
of caution. This, however, has not always
been my modus operandi down through the
years. In fact, I am not very good when it
comes to practicing anything, just ask the
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage.

As of late, though, I have been practicing
caution like I was going to Carnegie Hall. I
am not very good at it yet, but my goal is to
come to the point of perfection in the area of
caution as it touches my person, particularly
my health and well-being. This may be
because I have reached that age when most
men go through a mid-life crisis.

You can always tell when a man is going
through his mid-life crisis. He usually wants
to prove he is as good at 60-something as he
was when he was 20-something. Carelessly
throwing caution to the wind, he attempts to
do something beyond the energy of his exist-
ing body. One sure way to tell if a man is
having a mid-life crisis is to notice his recent
injuries.

Personally, when I was 20 I was not good
at anything, which has enabled me to skip
my mid-life crisis. I am glad to be 60 (OK,
maybe I am a tad over 60) because now
when I get tired I can say I am tired and sit
down. At 60-something I have absolutely
nothing to prove. I am no better or worse
than I was when I was 20. It is, as my wife
notes, the ageless wonder of incompetence.

The difficulty with growing older is that
the old memory juices do not flow as swiftly
as they once did. Of course, some of us never
had a real gusher in that department anyway.
The more memories I have, the less I am able
to recall them in the innocence of their real-
ity. Like the fisherman who tells the size of
the one that got away. Memory seems to add
or subtract according to the benefit of the
person conjuring up the memory.

A big problem a man in mid-life crisis has
is that he does not remember how good he
actually was when he was 20, unless of
course, his wife knew him at that time. If he
could, he would not have to try to replicate it
when he is 60. This is one of the unique
advantages of maturing. Forgetting always
leads to exaggerating. Exaggerating at 60-
something leads to injuries. The only pur-
pose of this is to impress people who really
are not being impressed.

As we grow older things begin to change,
and some things change for the better. When
I was 20, I could not admit to anybody that I
was tired. I would have been the laughing
stock in my community if I would admit any
such phenomena. You know what they say
about the unlimited energy that young peo-
ple have. Now that I am in my 60s, I can

blame my advancing years on just about
anything.

“I love to do that, but at my age I don’t
have the energy.” This has covered a multi-
tude of sins, for which I am so grateful. Of
course, it does have one drawback, when
someone in their 80s invites me to go for a
walk, what in the world can you say to that?

This next one has to be one of my favorites.
“I would love to do that but I have to get home
for my afternoon nap.” The person will look at
me, notice my maturing features and under-
stand that I desperately do need a nap, or
something resembling beauty sleep.

I found one the other week that has
proved quite beneficial. I was invited to a
function during the evening, which turned
out to be a rather boring affair. Once the
meal was over people were milling around
engaged in small talk. Nothing bores me
quicker than small talk. Not knowing what
to do, I pondered the situation for some-
time. Then, like lightning from the heavens,
I was struck with a brilliant idea. I went up
to my host and said, “I’m sorry, but it is get-
ting near my bedtime and I have strict orders
from my doctor to go to bed early. You’ll
have to excuse me.”

It worked like a charm. Everybody under-
stood that a person of my age needs to go to
bed early. I do not know who thought this
up, probably Benjamin Franklin, but whoev-
er it was, I owe them a steak dinner at the
restaurant of their choice. It has now
become part of my get-out-of-boring-situa-
tions arsenal.

I was thinking about this the other day
when another good excuse popped into my
head. Somebody invited me to come and
play softball. At the time, they caught me off
guard and I was trying to wiggle out of such
an invitation. Then it dawned on me. “I am
sorry, I would like to but my health insur-
ance does not cover that kind of activity.”

Whether my health insurance would
cover that, I have no idea, but neither does
anybody else, only my doctor knows for
sure.

While I was pondering this, I was
reminded of a word from the Proverbs.
“Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like
clouds and wind without rain” (Proverbs
25:14 KJV).

Whoever boasts to others about their
physical prowess is only fooling himself.

TTHHEE  RREEVV..  JJAAMMEESS  LL..  SSNNYYDDEERR  is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship in Ocala, Fla. Call him
at (866) 552-2543 or e-mail at jamessny-
der2@att.net. The church web site is
www.whatafellowship.com.

Dr. James L. Snyder Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

Many excuses can be made 
for a man in mid-life crisis
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WWaatteerr  wwiissee

With a goal of eventually being self suffi-
cient, city officials are looking at ways to
save water across the board.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Where do you think you can save the
most water at your home or busi-
ness? What would you sacrifice to be
part of a self-sustaining city?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1  EXAM
includes FULL XRAYS AND INVISALIGN CONSULTATION

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give
you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
No need to be embarrassed if you haven’t been in for 

a long time complex cases welcome

"NO HASSLE" DENTAL INSURANCE PROCESSING
We will take care of all your insurance paperwork

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

THIS WEEK, THE CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE
will consider Assembly Bill 8, a massive $2.3
billion car tax increase. In better days, a tax
increase this large and this unpopular would
stand little chance of passage because virtu-
ally all Republicans and a handful of moder-
ate Democrats could be counted on to stand
up for taxpayers.

But things are not as they once were. Up
to a dozen Republicans have already signaled
support for AB 8 or its companion measure
in the Senate, SB 11. Some of these mem-
bers, including a few who have previously
received an “A” grade on Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association’s report card, tell us
that the nine year tax increase is the best
“deal” for taxpayers they can get. It is not.
There is always the choice to stand and fight
for taxpayers rather than capitulate to gov-
ernment bureaucrats and rent seeking busi-
ness organizations who rarely advocate for
the broader interests of taxpayers.

The crux of the matter is this: should
unelected government entities like the
California Air Resources Board (CARB) be
able to impose strict mandates on diesel
truckers and the petroleum industry and
then force all taxpayers to pay for them? AB
8 would increase by millions of dollars
annually the amount the state provides to
assist truckers with diesel engine retrofits.
Without these expensive upgrades, they will
eventually be forced out of business, leading
to lost jobs and declines in economic output.
Stated another way, should Republicans buy
into the extortion by sacrificing all taxpayers
to obtain needed regulatory reform?

CARB has also imposed a regulatory
mandate on the petroleum industry, forcing
them to fund various alternative energy
projects like a “hydrogen highway,” a series
of hydrogen fuel pumps across the state. AB
8 suspends this burdensome mandate, much
to the relief of Big Oil. Of course, all this
really means is that taxpayers will instead be
on the hook to fund a hydrogen car infra-
structure program few will ever use, to the
tune of $200 million over the next nine
years. Other programs the funds could be
spent on include costly biomass energy facil-
ities and vehicle rebates for electric cars like
the Nissan Leaf.

A powerful coalition of environment reg-
ulators, the trucking industry, business asso-
ciations and petroleum interests have made

the deal to protect what’s theirs. But working
Californians get stuck with a $2.3 billion bill,
a hydrogen highway, heavily subsidizing
thousands of electric car and diesel truck
upgrades, and other alternative energy proj-
ects. We’re surprised many Republican legis-
lators think this is the best “deal” to be had.
We suspect that voters in their districts
might be equally surprised.

As an alternative to this deal with the
devil, all of us who are not on the govern-
ment side of the ledger should make the log-
ical case for the regulatory relief without
socking it to taxpayers. If Gov. Brown and
some Democrats are as serious about
California’s economic climate as they claim,
let’s call their bluff. Rational regulatory
reform should not be held hostage by a $2.3
billion tax increase. Regulations should be
repealed when they serve no logical purpose
or become unbearably burdensome.

Republicans should, if nothing else, be
fearful of the template they are creating. If
government regulators, environmental
extremists and liberal politicians looking for
their next shakedown targets get away with
this drill, expect more of the same. A lot
more.

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association — California's largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers' rights.

Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Taxman

Will Republican legislators
betray California taxpayers?
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CALIFORNIA ALTERNATIVE CAREGIVERS - 122 S. LINCOLN BLVD. #204, VENICE

Did you know...

JUDY LIN
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Over the objection of
doctors, the state Senate on Tuesday passed
one of three health reform-related bills
intended to address California’s medical
provider gap.

Lawmakers passed SB491 by Democratic
Sen. Ed Hernandez of West Covina, which
will expand the role of nurse practitioners.
The 21-12 vote was the bare majority need-
ed for the bill to move to the Assembly.

The Senate also is considering two other
bills — SB492 and SB493 — to expand med-
ical services provided by optometrists and
pharmacists. For example, optometrists
could check for high blood pressure while
pharmacists could order laboratory testing
to detect diabetes.

All three bills face heavy opposition from
the California Medical Association. The doc-
tors group has argued that the state should
focus on building more medical schools,
adding residency slots and expanding pro-
grams that help doctors pay off student
loans in exchange for working in under-
served communities.

SB491 would give greater independence
to nurse practitioners to treat Medicaid and
Medicare patients even if the doctors they

work for do not. Supporters said the change
is necessary to serve rural and minority
communities as California prepares to
insure million of new patients under federal
health care reforms.

Hernandez said nurse practitioners
already are allowed to work independently
in 17 states. One of those, Arizona, saw an
increase in nurse practitioners moving there
after the change was made.

“We need to do something to address the
provider shortage,” said Hernandez, an
optometrist by training. “We have to look at
making sure we get more individuals access
to primary care.”

But some lawmakers of both parties wor-
ried that the change would create two class-
es of medical care and argued that not all
Californians will have access to quality care
provided by doctors.

Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa
Barbara, said she would rather get more pri-
mary care doctors into the field.

“This is a situation where we really need
to make sure that even if people live in
underserved communities that they get the
best health care we can provide,” Jackson
said. “And I don’t believe allowing nurse
practitioners to practice without any over-
sight gives those people the protections that
they need.”

LAURA OLSON
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Women could go to a
medical professional other than a doctor to
end some pregnancies under a bill advanc-
ing through the state Legislature.

The bill by Assemblywoman Toni
Atkins, D-San Diego, would allow nurse
practitioners, certified nurse midwives and
physician’s assistants to perform so-called
aspiration abortions during the first
trimester. The method involves inserting a
tube and using suction to terminate a preg-
nancy.

Atkins said her bill, AB154, would help
expand access to abortion services in areas of
the state that have few physicians. Half of
California’s counties do not have abortion
providers, she said.

“The growing shortage of abortion
providers creates a significant barrier for
women’s access,” Atkins said. “Authorizing
trained health professionals to provide early
abortion services removes those barriers.”

Under a state pilot program created in
2007, 8,000 aspiration abortions have been

provided by non-doctors. Four states —
Oregon, Montana, Vermont and New
Hampshire — already allow nurse practi-
tioners to perform these abortions.

Nurse practitioners also are allowed
under state law to administer medicine to
induce an abortion.

Republicans said expanding who can per-
form abortions would increase the risk to
patients. Comparing abortion to outpatient
surgeries, they said women should have
health professionals with the most training
performing the abortion procedures.

“Just because we are more rural, just
because we are higher in poverty, does not
mean we deserve less access to high-quality
medical care,” said Assemblywoman Kristin
Olsen, R-Modesto.

Atkins and other supporters said data
from the trial showed both doctors and non-
doctors performing the procedures with low
error rates.

The Assembly passed the legislation
Tuesday on a vote of 48-24, with one
Democrat, Assemblyman Rudy Salas of
Bakersfield, joining Republicans in opposi-
tion. The bill now heads to the Senate.

California Senate approves bill
addressing medical provider gap 

Bill would expand who can
perform abortions in state



type has proprietary control systems. That’s
great for drone builders. The unique soft-
ware codes and operating features lock the
Pentagon and other purchasers into an
exclusive and expensive relationship. That
makes it difficult for smaller agencies or
individuals to get into the game.

Paez is looking to change that. If the mil-
itary adopts Ballista, dronemakers like
Northrop Grumman and Boeing would have
to license Paez’ software so their unmanned
systems could be plugged into the military’s.
Boeing declined comment for this story.
Northrop Grumman did not return phone
calls for comment.

“In the past, anyone wanting a unified
system had to develop the actual drone
hardware. Ballista allows government or
commercial customers to link together
machines from numerous developers per-
forming a variety of tasks,” Paez said.

He emphasized the efficiency of Ballista,
which DreamHammer, located on Colorado
Avenue in Downtown, has spent roughly $5
million developing.

“Some unmanned systems take as many
as 200 people to manage a single drone,
much more resources than manned vehicles.
Ballista allows a single user to manage mul-
tiple drones simultaneously,” he said.

That means farmers, filmmakers and
smaller law enforcement agencies like the
Santa Monica Police Department would also
be able to use unmanned systems too since
operating them would become less complex
and relatively inexpensive.

“The key to the future of drones and
robots will be their ability to work together,”
Paez said. “Until now, there has been no way
to tie them together. Because Ballista is so
intelligent and easy to integrate and operate,
a user who previously required extensive
training to manage one drone or robot can
now manage multiple drones or robots
simultaneously — all to achieve a single task
or coordinated mission.”

While that may boost productivity, it also
means many people will find themselves
obsolete and in need of training. The technol-
ogy has the potential to dramatically change
the labor market, which has some concerned.
Who will fund the extra education and train-
ing necessary for future generations? How
long will it take to adapt? Will there be
enough new jobs created to meet demand? 

Michael Toscano certainly thinks so.
He is president and CEO of the

Association of Unmanned Systems
International, the world's largest nonprofit
organization devoted exclusively to advanc-
ing the industry. The association recently
put out an economic impact report that said
the industry has the potential to generate

$13.6 billion and 70,000 high-paying jobs in
the first three years following the integration
of unmanned systems in the national air-
space, with California reaping many of the
benefits because of the already established
aerospace industry and agriculture.

The Federal Aviation Administration
must first allow commercial drones to oper-
ate, something which is expected by 2015 or
shortly thereafter. (The California State
Senate on Tuesday approved a bill that
would establish standards for the domestic
use of drones.) Once that happens, Toscano
believes those projections could be rosier,
that is if the federal government moves
quickly enough to establish proper regula-
tions and beat other countries to the punch.

“If you can make the farmer more pro-
ductive by using these systems, someone has
to build and maintain them,” he said. “Those
are high-paying jobs.”

With more wealth generated, govern-
ments will have more tax dollars to invest in
education, training the next generation of
workers, Toscano said.

Concerns about privacy and safety are
legitimate, Toscano said, and with every
transformative technology there are learning
curves and fears that need to be addressed.
He welcomes the involvement of groups like
the American Civil Liberties Union to help
develop solutions.

“There is a tremendous upside to this
technology, but we also must pay attention
to the things that cause this technology to
not be used in the best ways possible,” said
Toscano, who does not like to use the word
“drone” because it has a hostile connotation
(think war on terror) and does not reflect
how unmanned systems are used domesti-
cally. “People are always going to be resistant
to change because they don’t know what it
means to them. That’s just human nature.”

DreamHammer is currently licensing its
Ballista software only to governments and
other key players in the industry so they can
test it out and identify its strengths and
weaknesses before making it available to the
general public. Paez would not disclose the
cost of the software, but said pricing will be
“invisible” to those already manufacturing
or purchasing drones.

DreamHammer had revenues of $6 mil-
lion in 2012 and raised its first external
funding to support that growth, Paez said.

If all goes well, Paez said he will expand
operations in Santa Monica.
DreamHammer has offices in Virginia,
Hawaii, and Belgium, with much of the soft-
ware being designed in San Diego.

“Santa Monica has great developers and
we plan on expanding development to Santa
Monica as well,” he said. “We see the enter-
tainment industry as one of the stronger
users of drones in the future.”

kevinh@smdp.com 
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world of contests, exhibitions, clinics and workshops to pro-
mote her sport in developing countries.

What’s more, she’s only been skateboarding since 2007.
The Santa Monica resident and Santa Monica College

student got her start less than six years ago in a friendly com-
petition with her little brother, who had expressed some
interest in getting into skateboarding.

The pair took on The Cove skatepark at Olympic
Boulevard and 14th Street, fighting to see who could master
the art of making it down the side first.

Although her brother still does skate, it’s safe to say that
Armanto won that contest.

Now, Armanto travels the world competing in bowls;
parks designed with curved sides so that skaters do not have
to stop; and verts, where skaters ride an incline. She tries to
blend the technical aspects of her sport with a certain
Dogtown artistry, embracing the flowing aesthetic that she
grew up with in local parks.

She loves the flexibility of bowl parks, and how they force
the skater to adapt tricks to their format, which can differ
hugely from park to park.

“You can do the same trick in a bowl in five different
places and end up with five different tricks,” Armanto said.

Armanto does all her work without the benefit of a coach,
instead working her way through long days at the parks in
which she may complete one full run. Otherwise she’s pushing
herself forward working on new tricks, taking falls and bailing.

“You have a certain knowledge that you already know
how to do some of these tricks, so why do something you
already know how to do?” Armanto said.

Armanto has a certain nonchalance about her drive
and accomplishments that belie what a rare thing it is for
a woman to have risen so far and so fast in the world of
professional skateboarding, a culture largely dominated
by men.

Women-specific events like those in Spain this year are rel-
atively infrequent, forcing Armanto to compete against guys
in events in Brazil and Australia that she attended this year.

The young woman, who sports her Vans paraphernalia

with a daisy headband when she’s not wearing soft pastels,
does not believe that skateboarding equates to a lack of fem-
ininity, and her style, along with her success, has earned her
acclaim amongst fans that populate her Facebook page.

Others who have watched the role of women in skate-
boarding grow over the years call her the future of their sport.
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in some of the programs that we have, we see
different points of conflict that maybe a legal
remedy is too strong or costly,” Davies said.

That can happen when a senior is no
longer able to express their needs or desires,
leaving family members to figure out what is
best for them. The problem is that under
California law, each family member has an
equal say in the fate of their parent, Davies
said.

“They can go to court and become a con-
servator and make those kinds of medical
decisions, but that is very costly,” Davies
said. “Or, you can try mediation first.”

Mediators will meet with the families in a
private, confidential setting, listen to all sides
of the dispute and try to forge a mutually
beneficial solution. The downside to media-

tion is that all sides have to agree to come to
the table.

The Elder Care Mediation program will
be available at the WISE & Healthy Aging
office at 1527 Fourth St. on Mondays
between 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. The initial
meeting is actually a consultation, after
which the mediator will try to contact any
other people involved in the situation.

The consultation is free and the first three
hours of the service are also free. There may
be a cost after that, Davies said.

It’s a “bit of a process,” Davies said, but
the end goal can be better for the senior and
family members alike.

“We’re really excited about it,” Davies
said. “It’s a much-needed service. I think
there are a lot of instances when mediation
could be utilized and people don’t think
about it.”

ashley@smdp.com
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Armanto shrinks from those kinds of
labels, saying she’s only doing what she
enjoys and what comes naturally to her.

“It’s just weird to phrase it that way,” she
said. “It’s like someone saying that putting
jam on toast is strange when you eat that
every day.”

She recognizes the reality that relatively
few women get into skateboarding.

Of the 8 million skateboarders in the
country, only 12.6 percent are women,
according to 2010 industry numbers from
Board-Trac, a marketing and research com-
pany that keeps an eye on action sports.

Although the company will be releasing
new numbers by the end of this year, the
chances that they’ve changed too severely are
slim, said Marie Case, spokeswoman for the
company.

The birth rate declined sharply in the
middle of the 2000s, meaning fewer youth
were available to beef up the skating num-
bers, she said.

“There was a major decline. It went from
upwards of about 10 million skateboard par-
ticipants to below 8 (million),” Case said.

While skateboarding has never been con-
sidered a girl’s sport, those trying to push

their way in are seeing a confluence of events
that could pump up the number of women
getting into it.

One aspect is access, said Lisa Whitaker,
founder of Girls Skate Network, a website ded-
icated to women in skateboarding.

“I think one of the things that has helped
girls skateboarding grow is the addition of
new skateparks,” Whitaker said. “Before there
were skateparks, it was a little intimidating.”

When skateboarding came out of the
underground and into the mainstream, it
opened the sport up to many who had never
considered getting involved in the past. The
emergence of people like Armanto, who has
been dominating the scene for the past three
or four years, has also helped other girls who
see them in action and think, “I could do
that, too,” Whitaker said.

Slowly women are being drawn to
skateparks, looking for ways to get involved.

Sean McNulty, skate buyer and manager
at ZJ Boarding House, isn’t noticing a huge
increase in his female customer base, but
sees them showing up at skateparks and for
lessons.

“From four years ago, it’s a change,”
McNulty said. “Contests have changed —
they’re paying more attention to the females
there.”

ashley@smdp.com
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“he” or “she,” or a new name the student
prefers?

It can be difficult, and uncomfortable. In
Colorado, for instance, the parents of a 6-
year-old transgender girl are suing their
school district for trying to make her use a
separate bathroom.

The center at Lurie opened recently, in
part, to meet the demand from parents seek-
ing guidance for children who are question-
ing their gender identity and to provide sup-
port to older transgender youth who some-
times struggle more in adolescence, even
facing a greater suicide risk, especially if they
have no backing from family and others
around them.

The center also serves as a resource for
schools with transgender and gender variant
students.

Increasingly, those students are making
the transition as early as elementary school,
if not before.

Ryan, a fourth-grader in suburban
Chicago, is one of those kids.

Most people, upon seeing her big blue

eyes, long lashes and flowing blond hair,
would never know she’s anything but a girl.
But underneath, she is still physically a boy.

Doctors call that gender variant, though
Ryan prefers to call herself a “tomgirl.”

“I feel that I’m a girl in my heart,” she
says, “and a boy in my brain.”

Her parents allowed her to be interviewed
and also agreed to speak to The Associated
Press on the condition that the family’s last
name, the name of the town where they live
and the school Ryan attends not be used in
the story.

Though the decision to publicly express
as a girl happened at the end of kinder-
garten, Ryan had slowly been becoming
“she” at home for a long time, even when she
still had a crew cut.

Six months after her second birthday, her
parents say Ryan was drawn to all things
pink and sparkly. Ryan, the boy, wore paja-
ma pants on his head, pretending it was long
hair, or acted out girl roles from movies.

“I’m wishing . for the one I love . to find
me!” the preschooler would enthusiastically
sing into the toilet, copying Snow White,
who sings into the echoing wishing well in
the animated Disney movie.

By kindergarten, Ryan would bolt

through the door of the family’s suburban
Chicago home, leaving a trail of boy clothes
up the stairway — then quickly changing
into a skirt and matching T-shirt.

Ryan’s parents, initially told that Ryan
had gender identity disorder, tried to get
their child more interested in traditional boy
things. But Ryan preferred chasing butter-
flies instead of footballs. Her dad scheduled
extra “father-son” time, thinking that might
have an influence. But nothing changed.

“The next step was to eliminate all girl
things — can’t write about girl things, can’t
draw girl things, can’t talk about girly things
... and that just didn’t feel right,” says
Sabrina, Ryan’s mom.

They decided to stop resisting and
allowed Ryan to start taking small steps into
the outside world, at a nearby park, for
instance, where she wore her girl clothes.

For her kindergarten Halloween party,
Ryan dressed as a princess and, shortly after,
asked her parents to refer to her as “she,” a
request to which they agreed, though it took
a few months to adjust.

Their first support came from a pediatri-
cian who specialized in gender, as well as
other parents with children like Ryan, many
whom they met through an online listerv.
They are, as they call themselves, “affirming
parents.”

“There’s a realization that it’s not a phase
or something that’s ending when the pre-
schooler gets to kindergarten,” says Kevin
Gogin, the program manager for school
health programs at the San Francisco
Unified School District, which recently
added a transgender category in student
health surveys. The survey found that 1.6
percent of high school students and 1 per-
cent of middle school students identified as
transgender or gender variant. Elementary
students weren’t in the survey, but Gogin
says the district has seen more young trans-
gender and gender variant students, too.

Sixteen states and the District of
Columbia have transgender rights laws,
according to Michael Silverman, the execu-
tive director of the Transgender Legal
Defense and Education Fund in New York
City. He is representing the family of Coy
Mathis, the 6-year-old transgender girl in
Colorado.

But even in states that don’t have laws, he
says districts are often open to guidance.

“By and large, most educators want to do
the right thing and want to know how to
treat all of their children equally,” Silverman
says. But often, they don’t know how.

In California, which has had protections
for transgender people for some time, a new
law requires schools to provide transgender
and gender variant students with “equal and
full access to programs and facilities,” such as
gender-neutral bathrooms, if need be, and
private changing areas for gym and sports.

There can be resistance, of course — even
in families and friends, as Ryan’s parents dis-
covered.

Neighbors in the Chicago suburb where
the family lived when Ryan was born
stopped asking about or acknowledging her
when she started dressing in girl clothes. “It
was as if she no longer existed,” Sabrina
recalls.

Early on, people in their own extended

family also struggled with their decision to
let Ryan live outwardly as a girl. Some said:
“I think what you’re doing is wrong” or
“Ryan’s too young to know.”

Cousins made fun of her, too, and once
shut her in a dryer to taunt her.

Sabrina and husband Chris sat their fam-
ily members down to talk and, over time,
they say they came to an understanding.

“Our commitment is that our children
are in an accepting, loving environment —
and if someone’s not on board with that,
then they’re not going to be around,” Chris
says, calmly but firmly.

They also moved to a neighboring sub-
urb, where some said a particular elemen-
tary school would be more open to Ryan.

They still fear a harsh reaction from peo-
ple outside their community. But they say
most people locally have been accepting.

And she notes how well the staff at Ryan’s
school has handled things. She remembers
meeting with the principal and teachers at
the end of Ryan’s kindergarten year. She told
them that Ryan would likely enter first grade
as a girl, then came home to find that Ryan
was ready to make the transition — right
then.

“I don’t want to do this anymore,” Ryan
told her parents, referring to what she now
calls the “revolving door” of changing her
appearance from boy at school to girl at
home.

Her mom alerted the school. “You know
how we spoke about, that it might happen
next year?” she said. “Well, it’s happening
tomorrow.”

They were ready, and allowed Sabrina to
explain things to Ryan’s classmates — that
Ryan liked to dress in girl clothes and liked
girl things.

One of Ryan’s friends also stood up: “I
want everyone to know this is Ryan’s first
day as a girl, and everyone better be nice.”

One boy talked about how he’d once
worn his sister’s shirt when his own got wet.
A girl said she’d worn her brother’s boots.
And then the kindergarteners moved on,
Sabrina says.

Of course, how a school staff and a com-
munity react still varies widely from place to
place. But overall, attitudes about differences
in gender identity have been changing, even
in the last decade, says Eli Erlick, a transgen-
der student and graduating high school sen-
ior in Willits, Calif., a small town in the
northern part of the state.

When Erlick began her transition from
boy to girl at age 8, she says that even she
didn’t know what the word “transgender”
meant. She just knew that she wanted to live
life as a girl. “I thought I was the only person
like this,” she says.

School was difficult. Some teachers made
fun of her in front of the class, she says. To
avoid dealing with which bathroom to use,
she would pretend to be sick, so she could go
home and use the facilities there.

Now Erlick is the director of an organiza-
tion called Trans Student Equality
Resources, which provides schools with
training and information about students like
her. Erlick also has helped her school district
and others in California develop transgender
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policies.
Some schools in other states are doing the

same.
“There is definitely more awareness,” says

Kristyn Westphal, vice principal at Grant
High School in Portland, Ore.

There, they’ve established a student sup-
port team to determine how well the school
is meeting the needs of transgender and
other students. Earlier this year, the school
also created individual gender-neutral bath-
rooms that any student can use.

Bathrooms often become a focal point
because, when children are young, the tran-
sition is often more “social,” a change in
clothing and hairstyle.

As some kids move into puberty, they
might use hormone blockers and, eventual-
ly, start hormone therapy to help their bod-
ies transform from male to female, or vice
versa. But any kind of surgery, experts say, is
still relatively rare, even in adolescence.

Ryan’s parents will consider these options
later. But for now, Ryan sees no reason to
choose one gender over the other — “at least
until I get married or something,” she says.
So she uses a separate bathroom at school, as
the principal has arranged with her parents.

A separate bathroom was not, however, a
workable solution for the parents of Coy
Mathis, who are suing their school district in
Fountain, Colo. Kathryn Mathis, Coy’s
mother, says it’s about more than that.

“If it were just a toilet, then just having
the gender-neutral option would be fine. But
it’s really about being accepted,” Mathis says.

“What’s happening now — they will call
you a girl but you’re not really a girl, so you
don’t get to act like one. And that’s incredi-
bly damaging.”

The school district has declined to com-
ment on an ongoing case.

Mathis says she’s heard from several par-
ents who’ve made the decision for their
transgender children to go “stealth.” In other
words, they make the transition — from boy
to girl or girl to boy — and then move, so no
one knows.

“That’s how they’re doing it ... because
there aren’t laws to protect them,” Mathis
says.

Even in Ryan’s case, the initial transition
at school wasn’t always smooth.

While her own younger classmates were
accepting, older kids called her “gay” and a
“fag.” Early on, a few followed Ryan around
on the playground. “Are you a boy or a girl?”
they’d ask repeatedly.

Her parents had prepared her for this
type of reaction as best they could. Ryan,
who her parents say is a strong-willed, inde-
pendent kid, was mostly just annoyed. Still,
she was relieved when her principal quickly
stepped in to enforce the school’s anti-bully-
ing policy.

One mother also recalls how, early on, a
few other parents worried about their boys
being around Ryan — that it might cause
them to be confused about their own gender.
But that talk eventually dissipated, she says.

Sabrina took it upon herself to speak
about Ryan at school curriculum nights, to

answer parents’ questions. And now, the
principal says, it as a non-issue. “Ryan is
Ryan,” she says.

It’s not been as easy at other nearby ele-
mentary schools, where there’s been more
friction over the few other transgender stu-
dents. Some administrators have come to
Ryan’s principal for advice — and she’s
already been in contact with her counter-
parts at the middle school Ryan will eventu-
ally attend.

No one expects that adolescence will be
easy.

“The more challenging times are up
ahead, and we’re clear about that,” Sabrina
says.

But Scott Morrison, a transgender stu-
dent at Grant High School in Oregon, says
having support at home and at school, as he
did, will make a big difference for kids like
Ryan.

Morrison, a graduating senior, moved to
Oregon from Virginia three years ago.

“Gender identity is probably the most
important part of me,” Morrison says. “It’s
the most important discovery I’ve made
about myself.”

He transitioned from female to male a
year later and says support from his mom,
his friends and his new school — and help
from a counselor — likely prevented him
from committing suicide.

According to a 2010 National
Transgender Discrimination Survey, 41 per-
cent of transgender people surveyed said
they had attempted suicide. That figure rose
to 51 percent for those who said they’d also
been bullied, harassed, assaulted or expelled
because they were transgender or gender
nonconforming at school. The survey was a
joint project of the National Center for
Transgender Equality and the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force.

With more support and an ability to live
more openly, however, some wonder if it will
be better for Ryan and this up-and-coming
group of transgender and gender variant
kids.

“I’ll be really curious to see what this next
generation looks like,” says Masen Davis, the
executive director of the Transgender Law
Center, a civil rights and advocacy organiza-
tion based in San Francisco. “I’m hopeful.”

Ryan is, too. “It’s just made me feel more
strong and confident,” she says of the sup-
port she’s gotten from her parents and her
school.

People who know her say that’s true. She
is a bubbly kid, they note. She loves to draw,
sing and write poetry, loves sports and run-
ning. On the school playground, she can be
found in the middle of a group of girls,
doing cartwheels and playing tag.

“Most people forgot that she was ever a
boy,” says one of her girlfriends, a fellow
fourth-grader.

If her parents ever question their decision
to let Ryan go public at school, they say they
pull out her first-grade photo and compare
it with the one from kindergarten, taken
when Ryan was still hiding her girl self.

“There is a light and a twinkle in her eye
that’s unmistakable,” Sabrina says of the
first-grade photo. “And if nothing else, just
looking at that picture, we’re clear we made
the right choice.”

SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 10
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 67.6°

THURSDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 2-3 ft thigh to waist high
SSW swell slowly eases; NW windswell continues. Standouts through the 
Western portion of the region see larger sets. Potential improving winds.

FRIDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 2-3 ft knee to waist high
Old SSW swell eases as new SSW-S swell shows in the PM; NW windswell pulses up.
Larger sets to chest high+ for standouts in the far Western part of the region.

SATURDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 2-3 ft knee to waist high
SSW swell continues; NW windswell holds. Larger sets to chest high+ for standouts in the far
Western part of the region. Cleaner conditions possible, stay tuned.

SUNDAY – POOR – SURF: 2-3 ft knee to chest high
Blend of SSW swell and NW windswell continues. Larger sets to chest high+ for standouts in
the far Western part of the region. Cleaner conditions possible, stay tuned.

S U R F R E P O R T

ANTONIO GONZALEZ
AP Sports Writer

SANTA CLARA, Calif. The second week of
organized team activities began for the San
Francisco 49ers without Michael Crabtree
but with the tough task of replacing the
team’s top wide receiver.

Anquan Boldin sure seemed up for the
challenge.

As for the other wideouts, they will likely
need more time — and healthy bodies — to
help fill the void.

Boldin caught the bulk of the balls during
Tuesday’s practice, the first one open to
reporters that he has participated in since
coming to the 49ers in a trade with Baltimore
in March. He looked comfortable as ever in a
red No. 81 jersey — and later in a San
Francisco Giants cap walking out of the lock-
er room. With Crabtree out for the foresee-
able future with a torn right Achilles tendon,
Boldin could be the key to San Francisco’s
depleted receiving corps this season.

“We have to make plays. The passing
game goes through us. If we don’t make
plays outside, we won’t be successful as an
offense,” Boldin said. “It’s definitely on us to
get better as a receiver corps entirely.”

Coach Jim Harbaugh has decided to put
veterans on one side of the offense and have
an open competition among younger players
on the other for Crabtree’s spot.

Last year’s catchless first-round pick, A.J.
Jenkins, and Ricardo Lockette and Quinton
Patton are the leading contenders for the “X”
role Crabtree so skillfully occupied until tear-
ing his Achilles in 7-on-7 drills last week.
Recovery time can often take as long as a year
after surgery, though the team is optimistic
Crabtree will return at some point in 2013.

In the meantime, the NFC champions
will rely on Boldin’s experience to help
groom the younger receivers into a bigger
role, especially with reliable wideouts Mario
Manningham and Kyle Williams both com-
ing off serious knee injuries that occurred
late in the regular season.

“Anquan is not a talkative guy,” Harbaugh
said. “He’s not a small-talk guy. He’s just very
serious about competing, and very serious
about football and winning. I think it’ll speak
volumes if the young guys observe that.”

Boldin had 65 catches for 921 yards and
four touchdowns for the Ravens last season.
He also caught six passes for 104 yards and a
touchdown in Baltimore’s 34-31 win over
San Francisco in the Super Bowl on Feb. 3.

The 6-foot-1, 220-pound receiver said he
already feels comfortable in San Francisco’s
complicated version of the West Coast
offense. In his 11th year in the NFL, Boldin
said he has run many of the same plays and
routes throughout his career but the termi-
nology with the 49ers is the major difference.

“For me, it’s just translating right now,”
he said.

Boldin’s big frame already has made him

a favorite of starter Colin Kaepernick and
the other quarterbacks. While it was only
one practice without full pads, he was often
the first read and easily targeted more than
any other player on the field, including while
catching a 25-yard touchdown pass from B.J.
Daniels between three defenders.

“I guess I’m looked at as being able to
step in right now and make plays,” Boldin
said. “And that’s what I want to bring. I want
Kaep to be comfortable. I want the other
quarterbacks to be comfortable enough to,
even if it doesn’t look like I’m open, just give
me a chance. I’ll make a play for you.”

That’s exactly what Crabtree gave
Kaepernick last season.

The 25-year-old Crabtree, the team’s 10th
overall pick in the 2009 draft out of Texas Tech,
had career highs with 85 receptions for 1,105
yards and nine touchdowns for the 49ers last
season. He was one of the biggest reasons the
franchise returned to the Super Bowl for the first
time in 18 years, clicking with Kaepernick after
his promotion over Alex Smith in November.

More than likely, the 49ers will need a
collection of players to make up for
Crabtree’s loss.

Williams already was participating in
some individual practice drills and said he
hopes to be ready by training camp.
Harbaugh has said Manningham might
need more time to recover.

Jenkins and Lockette both trained with
Kaepernick in the Atlanta area for about two
months during the offseason. The trio even
lived together in Georgia and often quizzed
each other about the playbook.

Back on the practice field at 49ers head-
quarters, now it’s up to the veterans to help
speed up the learning.

“It’s a credit to the young guys we have,
they’re not afraid to come ask questions, ‘How
do I do this? How do I run this route? Against
this coverage, what do we do?’” Williams said.
“For me, I’m happy to do that stuff because I
want to see these guys progress and move
along and become better players. We’ve got it.
We’ve got a bunch of them. Don’t sleep on
some of the young guys we have.”

NOTES: Harbaugh said RB Frank Gore
has not been participating in practice
because he is “working through something,”
the coach’s typical line for an injured player.
Harbaugh said the injury is not serious. ...
Second-year RB LaMichael James said he is
up to 205 pounds, 10 more than his playing
weight last season. He credited the offseason
weightlifting program with helping him
build strength and sees himself as the top
option to return kicks and punts with Ted
Ginn Jr. gone. ... Harbaugh said he received
some tips from three-time Indianapolis 500
winner Johnny Rutherford before driving a
high-performance Corvette Stinger at the
track over the weekend. He said he got the
car up to 118 mph the last two turns. “Of
course, by next week when I retell the story
it might be up to 138,” he joked.

NFL

49ers trying to find WR to
fill Michael Crabtree’s role 

GERMANN CARR SERVICE
Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW • MINI

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ADDITIONAL 10% OFF WITH THIS AD! 

2143 PONTIUS AVE., WEST L.A. | (310) 477-2563

■ Best alternative to high dealer prices
■ Complete service and repair
■ 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
■ Locally owned and operated since 1965
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Zero in on what you want, and others
will pitch in and help. This sense of hospitality
and camaraderie makes your day. You might
wonder how you could create an atmosphere
like this long term.  Tonight: Whatever you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Others will wait for your instructions.
How often does that happen? Seize the
moment and run with it. You could be shocked
by everything that comes up. Tonight: In the
limelight.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You may want to step back and be an
observer. What you see by not participating on
such an active level might surprise you. You
will use this knowledge in many ways. Tonight:
Easy works.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Allow greater give-and-take with a child
or loved one. You might need to follow through
on what needs to happen. Listen to your inner
voice regarding a friend at a distance. It is easy
to forget this person, as he or she isn't a part
of your daily life. Tonight: Go to a movie or con-
cert.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Someone will jump in and take control
before you even can say "yes" or "no." You
have two choices; you either can be annoyed,
or you can decide just to sit back and relax. A
domestic matter or real-estate issue remains
complicated. Tonight: Think through a decision.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Act as if there were no tomorrow as far
as work or a project is concerned, and you
could be delighted by the results. You might
want to repeat this kind of intensity again.
Return calls later in the day when you can chat
and catch up on news. Tonight: In the thick of
things.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You might want to listen to a loved one
carefully, as there could be nuggets of truth to
be heard. A serious conversation about your
funds needs to happen.  Tonight: Fun and games.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★ Your seriousness speaks for itself when
dealing with a security issue. Others clearly get
your message. Still, you might need to resolve
a situation that appears to be a standoff. Try to
initiate a conversation using a lighter tone.
Tonight: At home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You have a unique way of saying
things that opens up possibilities in others'
minds. You might be surprised at the feedback
you get. You could want to take someone's sug-
gestion and work with that person. Do not hes-
itate to ask for what you need. Tonight: Chat
over dinner.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ You might need to push someone whom
you admire. Getting your point across could be
exhausting, but know that it's important. There
always is a solution.  Tonight: Your treat. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Enjoy all of the activity that is going
on around you. People are taking their cues
from you. A boss demands your attention. You
won't be able to lighten this person up, so don't
even try. Remember that you are a role model
in some form. Tonight: Be a star in your own
universe.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Be wary of someone who continues to
close the door on you instead of opening it.
You could be taken aback by this person's
actions. Learn to expect this behavior, and
you will be much happier as a result. Tonight:
Get plenty of R and R -- you are going to need
it soon!

This year you display a very positive attitude in most areas of
your life; however, you also become too focused on your work
or health, which eliminates some spontaneity. If you are single,
your desirability and openness to different lifestyles makes
relating easier. Be sure you know what you want before committing. If you are attached, the two of you opt
to go on a special trip together. AQUARIUS provokes interesting reactions.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaayy  2299,,  22001133

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

The Taming of the Shrew () 2hrs 2min 
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Fast & Furious 6 (PG-13) 2hrs 10min
11:45am, 3:00pm, 6:15pm, 9:30pm

Epic (PG) 1hr 42min
12:45pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:15pm

Hangover Part III (R) 1hr 40min
11:55am, 2:30pm, 5:10pm, 7:45pm,

10:30pm

Iron Man 3 3D (PG-13) 2hrs 15min
12:20pm, 3:45pm, 7:00pm, 10:15pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Star Trek Into Darkness (PG-13) 2hrs 03min
11:55am, 3:15pm, 6:30pm, 9:45pm

Iron Man 3 (PG-13) 2hrs 15min
11:45am, 3:00pm, 6:15pm, 9:30pm

Fast & Furious 6 (PG-13) 2hrs 10min
1:00pm, 4:10pm, 7:30pm, 10:45pm

Epic in 3D (PG) 1hr 42min
11:30am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,

10:20pm

Great Gatsby (PG-13) 2hrs 23min
3:45pm, 10:35pm, 10:45pm

Great Gatsby in 3D (PG-13) 2hrs 23min
12:15pm, 7:15pm

Star Trek Into Darkness 3D (PG-13) 2hrs
03min

1:15pm, 4:35pm, 7:45pm

Hangover Part III (R) 1hr 40min
9:45pm

Hangover Part III (R) 1hr 40min
11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:25pm, 7:00pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Mud (PG-13) 2hrs 10min
1:10pm, 4:10pm, 7:10pm, 10:10pm

Stories We Tell (PG-13) 1hr 48min
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:15pm

Iceman (R) 1hr 45min
10:10pm

Love Is All You Need (R) 1hr 40min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm

We Steal Secrets: The Story of WikiLeaks
(R) 2hrs 07min

1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

GO TO A MOVIE TONIGHT, CANCER

Happy Birthday
Karen Maruyama!
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■ The Washington Post reported in
April that the federal government is
due to spend $890,000 this year to
safeguard ... nothing. The amount is
the total fees for maintaining more
than 13,000 short-term bank
accounts the government owns but
which have no money in them and
never again will. Closing the
accounts is easier said than done,
according to the watchdog Citizens
Against Government Waste,
because the accounts each housed
separate government grants, and
Congress has required that, before
the accounts are closed, the grants
must be formally audited -- some-
thing bureaucrats are rarely moti-
vated to do, at least within the 180
days set by law (though there is no
penalty for missing the deadline).
■ It's good to be the county
administrator of Alameda County,
Calif. (on San Francisco Bay, south
of Oakland). The San Francisco
Chronicle revealed in March that
somehow, Susan Muranishi negoti-
ated a contract that pays her
$301,000 a year, plus "equity
pay" of $24,000 a year so that
she makes at least 10 percent
more than the next highest paid
official, plus "longevity" pay of
$54,000 a year, plus a car
allowance -- and that she will be
paid that total amount per year as
her pension for life (in addition to
a private pension of $46,000 a
year that the county purchased
for her).

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

iissoollaattoo
\\  aahhyy--ssuuhh--LLEEYY--ttoohh  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1. a person who is spiritually iso-
lated from or out of sympathy
with his or her times or society.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1945– First combat mission
of the Consolidated B-

32 Dominator heavy bomber.

1948– Creation of the
United Nations

Peacekeeping Force the United
Nations Truce Supervision
Organization

TODAY IN HISTORY

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Beauty
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica. PT/FT 
(310) 449-1923

Announcements
HYMAN KOSMAN PRODUCTIONS

“THE UNLIMITED GIFT CARD”
drive-by comedian

Employment
ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019

COMMISSION SALES Position selling our 
messenger services. Generous on-going 
commission. Work from home. To in-
quire further please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019.  Ask for Barry.

Operations Research Analyst: Apply 
judgment & statistical tests to define 
data requirements, gather/validate info 
& identify business problems concern-
ing production, logistics & sales. Study 
info & select plan from competitive pro-
posals that affords maximum probabil-
ity of profit or effectiveness in relation 
to cost or risk. Use statistical analysis, 
simulation & optimization to analyze 
info & develop practical solutions to 
business problems. Perform validation 
& testing of models to ensure adequacy 
& determine need for reformulation. De-
velop business methods & procedures. 
Prepare reports to mgmt defining prob-
lem, evaluation & possible solutions. 
Master's degree in Operations Re-
search, Actuarial Science, Management 
Science or related fields of study re-
quired. Job site: Santa Monica, CA. Send 
resume to Louey/Rubino Design Group 
Inc. 2525 Main St., Ste 204, Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90405. Attn: Executive VP

Taxi drivers needed. Age 23 or older, 
H-6 DMV report required. Independent 
Contractor Call 310-566-3300

For Rent
MV/MDR adj. Large studio near Centi-
nela and 90 freeway. Full kitchen, stove 
& refrigerator, laundry, parking. $985. 
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 
after 6pm.

S.M. Large (10' W x 25' L x 8' H) en-
closed garage, alley access, 17th & 
S.M. Blvd., $250/mo., Bret 
(310)994-5202.

WLA Spacious 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, up-
per apt, near SM. Blvd/Bundy. Large 
bedrooms & baths, stove, fridge, D/W, 
fireplace, laundry, new carpets, park-
ing, smaller quiet building, $1785/mo 
Info (310) 828-4481

Instruction
Private boxing coach. training clients on 
Santa Monica and Venice Beaches.
310-579-7544

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

2355 Bentley Ave. #202. Bright unit 
with high ceilings and Loft. Loft is 
2nd Bd. Laundry onsite, Tandem 

gated parking, Central A/C, intercom 
entry. $1995 p/m

721 Pacific St. #1. 2Bd + 1.5 Bth. 
Hdwd floors, patio, walk to stores/res-

taurants. Will consider pet. $1995 
p/m

1038 9th St. #H. North of Wilshire 
Blvd in Santa Monica. 1 Bd 1 Bth. Top 
floor unit. Easy bike ride to the beach! 

$1695 p/m

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”
Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

LI
C

# 
88

87
36

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in a 
total healing environment. Lynda, LMT: 
310-749-0621

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NUMBER: 2013086476 ORIGINAL 
FILING This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES on 
04/26/2013 The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as YUASA GROUP. 
555 WEST FIFTH ST. 31ST FLOOR , LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90013.  The full name of 
registrant(s) is/are: YUASA JOUJI 883 
MAGNOLIA AVE UNIT 35 PASADENA, CA 
91106. This Business is being con-
ducted by:  an Individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names 
listed on (Date)01/01/2011. /s/: YUASA 
JOUJI.  This statement was filed with 

DBAS
the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
County on 04/26/2013. NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT 
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself author-
ize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and Professions 
Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 05/22/2013, 05/29/2013, 
06/05/2013, 06/12/2013. 

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR
DBAs IN THE 
DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY
$45
PUBLISH YOUR ALREADY
FILED DBA AND FILE A

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com/dba

Call us
today!
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