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STRUCTURE: Among the more notable recipients of City Hall funding in the next fiscal cycle
will be the Santa Monica Municipal Pier, which will see about $3.2 million in infrastructure
improvements. 

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Locating the next Big Blue Bus arrival
will soon only require the touch of a send button.

In an effort to enhance customer service and
scheduling predictability, the local public trans-
portation agency plans to install a new feature
whereby passengers waiting for their bus can dial
into an automated response system, plug in the
station number and find out when the ride is
expected to show.

“We are implementing real-time information
at the highest (traffic) bus stop locations … and we
think that will make it easier for existing customers
and will help us attract new users,” Stephanie
Negriff, the director for the Big Blue Bus, said.

The call-in feature is part of a batch of projects
the Big Blue Bus is slated to receive under City
Hall’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP), a
three-year plan that finances undertakings related
to the city’s infrastructure, whether it be address-
ing pedestrian safety in the Pico Neighborhood or
replacing the beach restrooms.

The CIP for the fiscal 2008-09 year is estimated
at more than $129 million, roughly $17.3 million
of which will come from both the general and cap-
ital project funds, representing 13 percent of that
budget. The remainder of the CIP budget will be
paid through various unrestricted resources,
including the Redevelopment Agency fund,
according to Don Patterson, the assistant to the
city manager for management services.

The proposed CIP budget, which was present-
ed to the City Council last week, represents an
approximately $51 million spike over the current
fiscal year, attributed to increases in redevelop-
ment and Big Blue Bus projects.

The projects were chosen based on council
priorities, community input received during the
fall neighborhood group sessions, departmental
needs and whether any grants or non-city funds
could be leveraged. The first year of the CIP
budget includes council adoption and appropri-
ation, moving on to planning and construction
in the second and third years, Patterson said.

“The projects may change by this time next

Putting
in work
City Hall looks to
spend $129M for

improvements

SEE CIP PAGE 11

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY More than a year
after the Santa Monica Fire Department
merged its dispatch center with Los Angeles,
city officials are beginning to evaluate the
performance of a new system that has drawn
some criticism for service quality and slower
response times.

The SMFD contracted the Los Angeles
Fire Department Regional Dispatch Center
in January 2007 to handle all 911 calls,
expanding the capability to address emer-
gency situations in Santa Monica where the
fire department in the past only had one dis-
patcher per 12-hour shift.

Santa Monica fire officials spent nearly
two years evaluating nine different options
to enhance dispatch services, including
increasing staffing at the local
Communications Center and creating a
joint center with the Beverly Hills and
Culver City fire departments.

The Los Angeles regional dispatch center
was the only one that met all of Santa
Monica’s needs, according to SMFD Chief
Jim Hone.

The switch to a regional dispatch center
also allowed the SMFD to acquire $2.4 mil-
lion in unmatched Homeland Security grant
funds to purchase a new fire station alerting
system and radios. The grant also offsets the
first 18 months of the regional dispatch con-
tract.

The contract for the current fiscal year is
estimated at approximately $611,000. Prior
to 2005, the cost to operate the SMFD
Communication Center was approximately
$551,000.

While the new dispatch center has allevi-
ated some of the burdens placed on the one
dispatch officer, it has created some concerns
for its slower response time and in the accu-
racy of the emergency situations that are

Firemen
to assess
dispatch
center 

SEE DISPATCH PAGE 12
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Kiwanis Club meeting
Santa Monica YMCA, Noon — 1:30 p.m.

Come and join the Santa Monica Kiwanis Club — an organization
made up of volunteers that provides community support through
grants, volunteer hours and much more — for their weekly club

luncheon at the Santa Monica YMCA. Members use these meetings to
increase fundraising efforts and spread the word on support commit-
tees and community events. Special guest speakers will be attending

the luncheon. For more information, call (310) 613-1249.

Optimum immunity
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m. — 8:45 p.m.

Dr. David Allen, a graduate of UCLA Medical School and a leading
integrative and anti-aging medicine specialist with over 30 years

experience, will discuss ways to optimize and balance your immune
system for vibrant health. How can we develop and maintain integrity

in this most vital system of the body in the midst of our often
crowded and complicated modern world? Join Allen for this fascinating
and informative lecture, and learn some simple steps you can take to

maximize your immunity, and create for yourself greater levels of
wellness, vitality and longevity than you might have thought possi-
ble. For more information contact the Santa Monica Main Library. 

Thursday, May 29, 2008

Move to the beat
SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd., 11:15 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

The Santa Monica College Percussion Ensemble, led by conductor
Matthew Altmire, will present a creative, unique performance of per-

cussion music, covering a variety of styles. Admission is free. For
more information contact SMC at (310) 434-4452.

Sing it loud
Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd., 11 a.m.

SMC Emeritus’ Lyric Chorus presents its seasonal mixture of
Broadway and Hollywood songs including “April in Paris” and

“Lyrically Yours.” The concert will take place in the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Auditorium. Admission is free. For more information contact

Judith Graham at (310) 458-8600 or at judith.graham@smgov.net

Can I see your tongue?
1807 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 200, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.

As part of the Quarterly Lecture Series at Emperor’s College of
Traditional Oriental Medicine, this is a free lecture to educate curious
members of the community about Oriental Medicine. Faculty member

Mark Franco Lac will discuss the techniques used to diagnose
patients and the important information derived from those methods.

No previous knowledge of Oriental Medicine is required. For more
information contact the college at (310) 453-8300, ext. 127.
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BY RAQUEL MARIA DILLON
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES Sydney Pollack was
remembered by some of the elite actors
he directed in films such as “Out of
Africa,” “Tootsie,” and “Absence of
Malice,” not only for his Academy
Award-winning direction, but also for
his acting talents.

Pollack, diagnosed with cancer about
nine months ago, died Monday after-
noon, surrounded by family, at his home
in Pacific Palisades in Los Angeles, said
his publicist, Leslee Dart. He was 73.

Unlike many other top directors of
his era, Pollack was also a film and tele-
vision actor himself, and he used this
unique position to forge a relationship
with Hollywood’s elite stars and create
some of the most successful films of the
1970s and ‘80s.

“I sort of straddle the line ... between
personal movies and mainstream
Hollywood,” he told The Associated
Press in 1993.

In 1970, “They Shoot Horses, Don’t
They?,” about Depression-era marathon
dancers, received nine Oscar nomina-
tions, including one for Pollack’s direc-
tion. He was nominated again for best
director for 1982’s “Tootsie,” starring
Dustin Hoffman as a cross-dressing
actor and Pollack as the exasperated
agent who tells him,“I begged you to get
some therapy.”

As director and producer, he won
Academy Awards for the 1986 romantic
epic “Out of Africa,” starring Robert
Redford and Meryl Streep, which cap-
tured seven Oscars in all.

Last fall, Pollack played law firm boss
Marty Bach opposite George Clooney in
“Michael Clayton,” which he also co-
produced. It received seven Oscar nomi-
nations.

“Sydney made the world a little bet-
ter, movies a little better and even dinner
a little better. A tip of the hat to a class
act,” Clooney said in a statement. “He’ll
be missed terribly.”

Other A-listers Pollack directed
include Sally Field and Paul Newman in
“Absence of Malice,” Nicole Kidman and
Sean Penn in “The Interpreter,” Robert
Mitchum in “The Yakuza,” Tom Cruise
in “The Firm,” and Redford in seven

films: “This Property Is Condemned,”
“Jeremiah Johnson,” “Three Days of the
Condor,” “The Way We Were” with
Barbra Streisand, “The Electric
Horseman,” “Out of Africa” and
“Havana.”

“I first met him while he was in the
midst of editing ‘Tootsie,’” Cruise said in
a statement. “I’d seen every one of his
pictures and he generously took the
meeting. ... He spent over six hours, with
the patience of Job, answering all my
questions.

“Throughout the years, unpreten-
tious and never condescending, he
shared with me what he loved about
family, storytelling, food, flying and a
great bottle of vino,” Cruise added. “He
was a Renaissance man and a great
friend. I will miss him dearly.”

In later years, Pollack, who stood over
six feet tall and had a striking presence
on screen, devoted more time to acting,
appearing in Woody Allen’s “Husbands
and Wives,” Robert Altman’s “The
Player,” Robert Zemeckis’ “Death
Becomes Her” and Stanley Kubrick’s
“Eyes Wide Shut.”

On television, Pollack had an occa-
sional recurring role on the NBC sitcom
“Will & Grace” playing Will’s (Eric
McCormack) father, and appeared in the
“The Sopranos,” “Frasier” and “Mad
About You.”

His last screen appearance was in
“Made of Honor,” a romantic comedy
currently in theaters, where he played
the oft-married father of star Patrick
Dempsey’s character.

“Most of the great directors that I
know of were not actors, so I can’t tell
you it’s a requirement,” Pollack said at
the Tribeca Film Festival in 2005. “On
the other hand, it’s an enormous help.”

Pollack first met Redford when they
acted in 1962’s low-budget “War Hunt,”
and would go on to play a major role in
making Redford a star.“It’s easy working
with Bob; I don’t have to be diplomatic
with him,” Pollack once told The
Associated Press. “I know what he can
and cannot do; I know all the colors he
has. I’ve always felt he was a character
actor in the body of a leading man.”

Pollack produced many independent
films with the late Anthony Minghella
and the production company Mirage

Enterprises. His producing credits
include “The Talented Mr. Ripley";“Cold
Mountain"; “Sketches of Frank Gehry,” a
documentary that was the final film
directed by Pollack; and the new HBO
film “Recount,” about the 2000 presiden-
tial election.

Sidney Irwin Pollack was born in
Lafayette, Ind., to first-generation
Russian-Americans. In high school in
South Bend, he fell in love with theater, a
passion that prompted him to forgo col-
lege, move to New York and enroll in the
Neighborhood Playhouse School of the
Theater.

Studying under the renowned
Sanford Meisner, Pollack spent several
years cutting his teeth in various areas of
theater, eventually becoming Meisner’s
assistant.

“We started together in New York and
he always excelled at everything he set
out to do, his friendships and his
humanity as much as his talents,” Martin
Landau, a longtime close friend and
associate in the Actors Studio, said in a
statement.

After appearing in a handful of
Broadway productions in the 1950s,
Pollack turned to directing. He began on
TV series such as “Naked City” and “The
Fugitive,” then moved to film. His first
full-length feature was “The Slender
Thread,” about a suicide help line.

The film was scored by Quincy Jones.
“Sydney Pollack’s immense talents as a
director were only surpassed by the
compassion that he carried in his soul
for his fellow man,” Jones said Monday.

Pollack said in 2005 that for “Tootsie,”
Hoffman pushed him into playing the
agent role, repeatedly sending him roses
with a note reading,“Please be my agent.
Love, Dorothy.” At that point, Pollack
hadn’t acted in a movie in 20 years —
since “The War Hunt” with Redford.

The love soon frayed as Pollack and
Hoffman differed over whether the film
should lean toward comedy or drama,
and the tension spilled into the public
arena. But the result was a hit at the box
office and received 10 Oscar nomina-
tions, with Jessica Lange winning for
best supporting actress.

Associated Press writer Marcus Franklin in
New York contributed to this report.

CHAMPS photo courtesy SAGE
Santa Monica High School took first place in the national
SAGE (Students for the Advancement of Global
Entrepreneurship) competition on May 23 in Cincinnati. They
are now invited to represent the nation at the SAGE World Cup
to be held in Nigeria, July 21-27, 2008.

BY DON THOMPSON
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO The state Senate on Tuesday rejected a demand
from a court-appointed receiver for nearly $7 billion in bonds
to improve medical care and mental health services for state
prison inmates.

The move sets up a possible clash with the federal courts.
Senators who reluctantly voted for the bill said the state has

little choice because a federal judge in San Francisco could
order the money taken directly from the state treasury.

Senate Republicans voted against the bond money, which
needs a two-thirds majority to advance to the Assembly. They
said the bill was premature because of a possible federal court
settlement of various prison-related lawsuits, including over
health care. The bill failed 22-14, five votes shy of the two-
thirds majority. Senators are expected to seek another vote on
the bill Thursday.

“We have no choice but to pay,” said Senate President Pro
Tem Don Perata, D-Oakland.“You don’t really get an opportu-
nity to fool around with a federal court judge.”

Current medical and mental health treatment care is so
poor that two federal judges have ruled it violates inmates’ con-
stitutional rights. But Republicans said a settlement proposed
in federal court could reduce the prisons’ population and in
turn lessen the need for medical and mental health services.
That possible settlement between the state, inmate advocates
and law enforcement authorities was announced May 19 and
could end a series of lawsuits related to California’s prisons.

At the heart of the legal complaints is overcrowding and the
myriad problems that accrue from that. California’s 33 state
prisons have about 170,000 inmates, about 70 percent over
their designed capacity.

Pollack remembered as one
of Hollywood’s greatest

Calif. Senate rejects
$7 billion to improve
inmate medical care
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Told you so
Editor: 

Back on March 1, I said in my Q-Line answer that the
activists better keep a 24 hour watch on the [ficus]
trees, as the City Council would be sneaky enough to go
out at 2 a.m. to cut them down. Okay, I was off by a few
hours, but the point is the same. They had to hurry up
and suddenly do it early in the morning so they could
get away with it.

Mike Kirwan
Venice

Lifeguards should not be janitors
Editor:

We all see the trash that is left on the beach after a
busy weekend. Some is left by those who are careless.
Some spread from trash cans by ravaging sea gulls. But
what is most disturbing to me is the waste on and
around our Santa Monica lifeguard towers. I have
watched the local lifeguards pick up cigarette butts and
used condoms from on and around their posts. I have
found that this is more than just a once in a while
occurrence and happens a few times a week for some
time now. It is sad to think what goes on [at] the beach
after dark. In such a great city it is hard to believe this
continues to happen.

Chadwick Jones 
Santa Monica

Good deed by a local dry cleaner
Editor:

Though we live in Pacific Palisades we frequent a
Santa Monica dry cleaner because they do good work,
charge a reasonable price and are very nice people.
Only recently did I realize just how nice they really
are. This is a young couple who run/own the shop.

My grandson, who is in college in Tucson, left me his
sport jacket that needed repairing. I took it in and left
it for repairs and cleaning. When my husband went to
pick it up the young man handed him the jacket and
then handed him six $100 bills. He explained that he
had found them in the pocket of the jacket. My hus-
band was speechless.

Evidently my grandson had cashed a paycheck and
left it in his pocket. He must have been too embar-
rassed or ashamed to admit he’d lost the money and
obviously, had no idea he’d left it in the jacket. Scary,
isn’t it?

When my husband got his speech back and thanked
the young owner he told my husband that he’d found
$4,300 recently, which he obviously returned or he
would not have mentioned it.

It is a shame that we are so astounded that this
young owner returned the money. I am quite sure he is
having a rough time like most small businesses are.

My husband Jon and I both grew up in families who
owned and ran dry cleaning establishments in the
Valley. My husband remembers finding a $20 bill, a
huge amount back then, and his mother firmly told him
they would return it to the owner. Jon said he begged
her to let him keep it, finders keepers you know, but she
was quite firm and he feels it was a lesson he learned
early on. Evidently this young man’s mother instilled
the same values in him.

I hope you will print this because his honesty needs
to be acknowledged by more than my family.

The dry cleaning establishment is Plaza Cleaners at
11740 Wilshire Blvd.

Sylvia and Jon Boyd
Pacific Palisades

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Kenny Mack Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Word in Edgewise

THE L.A TIMES AND KTLA CONDUCTED A
poll to get Californians’ opinion on our
Supreme Court giving same-sex couples the
same right to marry (get sick of, then grow
old and miserable with each other) as every-
one else. This survey revealed the existence
of a California schism around same-sex
marriage — a statewide cognitive disso-
nance when it comes to gay and lesbian cou-
ples that could threaten our status as the
hippest state in America this November.

Historically, California has been ahead
of the rest of the country when it comes to
individual rights and freedoms.

Sixty years ago our state’s Supreme
Court struck down anti-miscegenation
laws designed to prevent interracial mar-
riages (almost two decades before the
United States Supreme Court) and now, in
2008, I don’t have to worry about getting
the chair for having sex with white women.

That’s progress. So is making sure that
one person in a couple isn’t denied visita-
tion in a hospital or survivor’s benefits just
because they happen to be the same sex as
their partner.

This progress could be undermined in
the fall. Opponents of equal rights for
same-sex couples will get a question put on
the ballot asking voters to support a consti-
tutional amendment banning same-sex
marriage. Usually, a Constitution is
amended to give people rights, not take
them away. But apparently when it comes
to gay couples, the mission seems to be to
stop them from saying “I do” by any means
necessary.

I respect ballot questions as much as the
next guy, despite the fact that it’s the same
process that got an Austrian bodybuilder
with only a rudimentary ability to speak
English elected governor. But the
California Supreme Court’s decision to
grant equal rights to same-sex couples was-
n’t made on a whim.

It was based on a case that was heard by
a trial judge who ruled in favor of same-sex
marriage, then by an appellate court which
overturned that judge’s ruling. So some of
the sharpest legal minds in the entire state
have had a chance to hear the evidence and
weigh in on the case and they say it’s a civil
rights issue.

In that case, it’s morally wrong to deny
these couples their rights, even if a majori-
ty of California voters want to. After all, do
we really want the average uninformed
voter to be making these kinds of decisions?

Shouldn’t a question of this magnitude be
left to the experts and not to conservative
voters in the Central Valley and southern
California suburbs to answer?  

I’m sure the good people of Modesto
and Laguna Beach mean well, but do we
really want them messing around with our
state Constitution?

I won’t blame conservatives if the
amendment passes. If these people were
the only proponents of the amendment,
there wouldn’t be a problem.

In the Bay Area alone there is enough
opposition to the amendment to cancel out
the Republicans who would support it.

The problem is there are some
Democrats who would vote in favor of the
amendment, despite their agreement with
the Supreme Court ruling. According to
this poll, some male Democrats, specifically.

Apparently, there are a number of men
who call themselves Democrats and who
agree with the Supreme Court’s ruling, but
would still vote in favor of a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriages.
The most interesting statistic in the survey
is that almost half of the people who have a
personal relationship with a gay person
approved of the ruling and less than a quar-
ter of those who don’t have a personal rela-
tionship with a gay person approved of it.

I think one full day in Provincetown,
Mass. would go a long way toward changing
these men’s minds.

Spending the day browsing the shops
and eating in restaurants where 99 percent
of the people they come in contact with are
gay, super nice, and not even remotely
interested in them sexually would be a real
eye-opener for the average straight guy. Or
they could travel to San Francisco for the
pride parade.

Watching the “dykes on bikes” ceremo-
nially start the parade with 30 minutes of
roaring motorcycles ridden by proud,
happy lesbians (some defiantly and
unashamedly displaying their naked breasts
to the world) would be like immersion
therapy for undercover homophobia.

If enough of these male Democrats see
that, they’d be changed forever and there is
no way that amendment would pass in
November.

KENNY MACK is a writer and social commenta-
tor living in Santa Monica who will vote “no” on
the constitutional amendment (as you should).
He can be reached at kennymack@gmail.com.

California is not
so progressive
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Going Postal

I GOT A PHONE CALL FROM MESOPOTAMIA
over the Memorial Day weekend from my
son, Nathan, who is currently deployed with
an EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) unit
in Basra. He is, in his own words, “living the
dream” of taking out the jihadist trash in the
rebel Mahdi Army. Nate and I yakked and
trashed talked on each other, as military guys
are prone to do. It’s all part of the cama-
raderie of being or having been in “the
Club.”

My Dad was in the Club in Korea. I had
five uncles on my Mom’s side of the tribe
who were down in the front row of the
Pacific Theatre at Tarawa, Guadalcanal
and Iwo Jima in WWII. My paternal
grandfather served as well and a great
grandfather in “The Great War.” In the
current cultural milieu, however, we are
considered, well, an oddity.

We’re a family of volunteers.
Jack Neworth, in his May 16, 2008

“Laughing Matters” column in the SMDP,
offered a curious opinion.

There was some dialectic drivel about
taking walks and talking talks and a list of
Republican pols and pundits who were
either remiss in serving their country in
the conscript military during the Vietnam
conflict or who serve on the cheerleading
squad in the current Iraq War.

I noticed, however, that Bill Clinton’s
name was missing from Jack’s list, as were
Democratopian House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
and patriarch Ted Kennedy. And in what
branch of the volunteer Armed Forces did
Barack Obama serve? 

Or should it be the “Armed Farces.”
Hillary Clinton probably has the most
extant military street creds of all of them.
Dodging sniper poems and rocket-pro-
pelled posies from a schoolgirl at a
Bosnian airport nearly interrupted tea
time.

And I’ve included the ladies on my list
as I think it sexist of Jack to believe that
not serving one’s country should be limit-
ed by gender differences.

My Dad once told me, “There are two
kinds of men, son: Men who serve their
country in the military and the ones miss-
ing their … . There isn’t a third choice,
really.” By that bit of paleo-conservative
logic, there are women currently serving in
the military that have a bigger set than B.

Hussein Obama. I understand he plays
basketball.

Currently, 844,480 officers and enlisted
members that serve in the volunteer
Armed Forces identified themselves as
Republicans. That is nearly 60 percent of
our current complement in all five servic-
es. Republicans do most of the dirty work.
We like it that way.

So why is it that a Republican without a
bullet on his military resume is not
accorded the same liberal fascist hall pass
as his Democrat doppel-gag-me? 

Or is it because Democrats find all the
suits in their own party closet either empty
or a little too big to fill? Seems that the
Whine and Cheese Party wants to claim a
moral high ground without wrecking their
manicure.

Speaking of “gagging me,” it is interest-
ing to note that in the same edition of the
SMDP, Bubblemeister Tim Dillenbeck had
threatened me personally with physical
violence after I pugnaciously, yet accurate-
ly, impugned the ersatz credentials and
vapid validity of B. Hussein Obama’s cred-
ibility in my column.

The Bubster took more issue with my
“style” than he did with the substance but
to his credit he does seem to agree with me
since he offered no serious refutation of
the facts presented.

It seems to stretch the bounds of
Obamatopianism, however, that a white
man can still threaten a man of color, a US
Navy vet and career civil servant with the
phrase, “… you just want to tie [Breen] to
a chair, gag [him], shut the door and walk
away…” and then hide like a schoolgirl
behind the tired little vignette of “… but
hey, freedom of speech; it will test us …”
What grade did you get on the test, Bub? 

Obamamaniacs like Bub seem to forget
that veterans like me and my family, as
well as the men and women buried here
and abroad, who took an oath to defend
the Constitution against all enemies, both
foreign and domestic, protect the very
“freedom of speech” that allows him to
threaten those same veterans while he sits
blowing bubbles on the beach.

STEVE BREEN is former US Navy Aircrew
Cryptologic Korean Linguist and still “the best
looking Mailman in the U.S. Post Office.” He can
be reached at dulcamarax@yahoo.com.

Criticism over military
service rings hollow

SStteeppppiinngg  DDoowwnn

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District Superintendent Dianne Talarico is
widely expected to leave her post at the
end of the school year.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::
What should the Board of Education look
for when selecting her successor?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55
pp..mm..  aanndd  wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee
wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee
lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa  mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..
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BY DANIELA FLORES
Associated Press Writer

Imagine you lost the camera that had those
one-of-a-kind vacation photos, or images of a
keepsake moment. Now imagine a stranger
finding it: Would you feel happy, or somehow
that your privacy was invaded, if that stranger
put some of your images on the Web to track
you down?

A new Web site,
www.Ifoundyourcamera.net, aims to do exact-
ly that: Using the power and reach of the
Internet, it asks people who find cameras,
memory sticks or photos to upload and send a
few of the images, which are posted for all to
see. The intent is for people who visit the site to
scroll through the pictures for their lost memo-
ries or for faces they know.

In three months, the Web site has had more
than 700,000 hits, according to Matt Preprost,
the blog’s 20-year-old co-founder and operator.
Almost 60 people have sent images from cam-
eras or memory sticks they found, and that’s led
to eight happy reunions between camera own-
ers and their digital memories, he said.

“I thought that it was something special and
unique, but I was unsure of how long it was
going to last,” said Preprost, a student at the
University of Winnipeg in Canada. He said
most people are “dumbfounded” such a site
exists, and aren’t bothered by potential privacy
issues.

His site was inspired by a submission to
PostSecret.com, where people submit secrets
on the Internet via handmade post cards. In
early February, one posted “secret” was from

someone who found a camera at Lollapalooza
and wanted to reunite it with its owner.

Preprost found it compelling that the per-
son was using PostSecret to try to connect with
someone and e-mailed site-founder Frank
Warren, whom he’d interviewed for his college
newspaper. By the end of the day, they’d started
www.Ifoundyourcamera.net together.

Preprost runs the blog — a scroll through its
submissions takes you to all corners of the
globe — while Warren said he serves as his
mentor.

“I’ve been through a lot of the things he’s
going through in terms of trying to create this
community and listen to it and respect every-
body’s values and allow the community to
grow in a self-purposing way,” Warren said.

Preprost, who says the site focuses on the
stories surrounding the cameras, asks people
to send in two pictures that are visually
strong, with identifiable people and land-
marks. When an owner turns up, he puts
them in contact with the person who found
their memories.

Brett Moist, a 21-year-old photography stu-
dent from Crystal Lakes, Ill., lost his memory
card at Union Station in Chicago during a trip
in January. He thought he lost it in Michigan,
and figured it was long gone.

Then a picture of Moist and his girlfriend in
front of Wrigley Field turned up on Preprost’s
Web site.

“A couple of weeks after I lost it my girl-
friend’s friend randomly stumbled onto the site
and went crazy when she saw us,” Moist said.

While Preprost hasn’t run into any prob-
lems with people being upset about their pic-

tures being posted online, the site is in a bit of a
legal gray area, according R. Bruce Rich, a
lawyer with Weil, Gotshal & Manges in New
York City.

Whoever takes a picture owns it and almost
any photo is entitled to copyright protection,
Rich said. While Rich said an argument could
be made that the Web site makes unauthorized
copies of pictures, it’s clear the intent of the site
is to get cameras back to their rightful owners,
not to deny the camera’s owner any commer-
cial benefit.

Another legal problem could arise, though,
if someone who appears in a posted image
claims that they had a reasonable expectation
of privacy when the picture was taken, Rich
said.

Preprost said he’d remove pictures of any-
one who objected. He said most people seem to
appreciate the site, like George Metz, a 66-year-
old Pennsylvania resident who lost his camera
during Mardi Gras in New Orleans.

A picture of him during a visit to Fantasy of
Flight in Florida was posted on
www.Ifoundyourcamera.net and Metz heard
about it when a fellow member of a Star Wars
re-enactment group spotted it — through his
computer in Denmark.

It turns out a student at Tulane University
School of Medicine had picked up Metz’s cam-
era after standing near him during a parade.

“It was a real godsend to get this message
that she was going to send this back to me,” he
said.“There were a few pictures on there I real-
ly cared about.”

Preprost hopes his site will inspire even
more acts of kindness.

Lose a camera? This Web
site may have found it

BY BEN FELLER
Associated Press Writer

MESA, Ariz. President Bush, sounding
upbeat as consumer confidence swooned,
said Tuesday that the government’s effort to
stimulate the economy is just starting to kick
in.

“It’s going to make a positive contribu-
tion to economic growth,” Bush declared,
referring to a package of rebate checks for
families and tax breaks for business. The
most tangible part of the deal — checks in
people’s mailboxes — began arriving this
month.

Bush’s reassurance came as a new report
put consumer confidence at its lowest level
in almost 16 years. Soaring gas prices and
gloomy job prospects were largely to blame.

Meanwhile, a separate index released
Tuesday showed U.S. home prices dropped
at the sharpest rate in two decades during
the first quarter of 2008. The slump in hous-
ing and a related credit crunch, which has
resulted in multibillion-dollar losses at large
financial institutions, have depressed the
economy and raised worries about a possible
recession.

The president chose a backdrop of the
Silverado Cable Co., a 70-employee business
that makes electrical wiring for airplanes
and other industrial uses. He trumpeted the
new tax breaks that have encourage compa-
nies like Silverado to invest in new equip-
ment.

Bush touts
economy’s
potential
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Simon Says

This article is the second and final part of a
series focusing on foreclosures.

MANY PEOPLE ARE UNDER THE
misguided perception that there are a lot of
foreclosures on the Westside. They also tend
to be under the impression that these are the
best deals around.

Not only are there rarely any good buys in
foreclosures, there just aren’t a lot of bank
owned properties period. Brentwood had six
residential property foreclosures in 2007.
Santa Monica 90402 had zero foreclosures.
Santa Monica 90403 had three, 90404 had
five, 90405 had eight and 90401 had one.

There has not been any particular situa-
tion where I have seen more good deals than
another. Sometimes a bank-owned REO is a
steal, sometimes a plain old under-priced
property owned by a motivated seller is a
fantastic buy.

However, if you are looking for a good
buy (who isn’t), one of the opportunities
right now is in “Short Sales.” A short sale is
when a seller sells their home for less money
than what they owe the bank. The bank has
the option to accept the final sales price or
not. Often, instead of going through the
time and expense of foreclosing on a proper-
ty, a bank will option to accept a small loss
and approve the short sale.

The opportunity for you is that a seller
engaged in a short sale has no incentive to
achieve a high sales price. So, the agent lists
the property usually at a price below the
competition and then submits the low ball
offers that come in to the bank. The bank
then decides whether they want to accept the
offer or not. What usually results is a final
sales price that is below the current market
value.

This hurts the bank but usually less than
a foreclosure and adds a low priced compa-
rable sold into the neighborhood.

This lowers the public perception of
value and eventually affects a banks
appraised values.

The increase in the number of short sales,
in my opinion, has had a far greater affect on
the real estate market than foreclosures.

This rise in short sales lies in the amount
of financially strapped homeowners who are
aware of this option. Not everyone knows
this is an option for them.

Another element that has contributed to
their increase is a banking industry that puts
little effort in discerning the difference
between the real estate market in Inglewood
and that of north Santa Monica.

The way the banks view the different
regions of L.A. County parallels the way
national news coverage draws no distinction

between Riverside County and Beverly Hills.
It all gets thrown together as L.A. County,
Southern California, or California.

Therefore, if a bank thinks all of Los
Angeles has gone down 20 percent, instead
of the 5-10 percent that the lower end prop-
erties on the Westside have actually gone
down, they are more likely to accept a low
offer on a short sale.

This negative misinformation and sloppy
analysis eventually becomes part of a self-
fulfilling prophecy. When cash strapped sell-
ers start hearing about short sales as an
option, more sellers begin doing short sales.
And the more the banks accept low-ball
offers on short sales, the lower the compara-
ble sales data goes and short sales happen
with greater and greater ease.

In many instances, if the bank and/or the
sellers hired a good agent to sell their homes,
this course of action would be unnecessary.
From what I have seen I would estimate that
at least half of the short sales would have
sold for 5-10 percent more if they were mar-
keted better.

So, the current market, pleasant for a nat-
ural optimist like me, no. A fun and gratify-
ing environment for the pessimistically
inclined, yes.

However, if you are currently looking for
foreclosures go to Realtytrac.com, don’t call
a Westside real estate office. And know this
— if you are hoping for Santa Monica and
Brentwood real estate values to go down 30
percent, stop immediately. If this did hap-
pen, it would be because the economy and
the state of our entire country was in disas-
trous shape.

So, as a buyer, enjoy the modest leverage
you have right now and find a good deal.
Remember, once everyone begins thinking
it’s an OK time to buy, it won’t be a buyer’s
market anymore.

SIMON SALLOOM is a local Santa Monica and
Brentwood based realtor with Coldwell Banker.
Research local real estate and comment on this
article at his Web site, www.WestsideSimon.com

Looking for foreclosures?
Look for ‘short sales’ instead

REMEMBER, ONCE EVERY-
ONE BEGINS THINKING

IT’S AN OK TIME TO BUY,
IT WON’T BE A BUYER’S

MARKET ANYMORE.

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com
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BY LISA LEFF
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO Same-sex couples in
some California counties will be able to
marry as soon as June 14, the president of
the California’s county clerks association
said.

Stephen Weir, who heads the
California Association of Clerks and
Election Officials, said Monday he was
told by the Office of Vital Records that
clerks would be authorized to hand out
marriage licenses as soon as that date,
which is a Saturday and exactly 30 days
after the California Supreme Court ruled
that gay marriage should be legal.

The court’s decisions typically take
effect after 30 days, barring further legal
action.

“They are shooting for the 14th,” said
Weir, adding that the state planned to give
California’s 58 counties advice this week
for implementing the historic change so
local officials can start planning.

Suanne Buggy, a spokeswoman for the
California Department of Public Health,
which oversees the vital records office,
would not confirm Monday that state
officials have settled the matter of when
counties can or must start extending mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples.

“We will be getting guidance out to the

counties soon,” Buggy said.
According to Weir, it would be up to

each county clerk to decide whether to
open their offices to gay and lesbian cou-
ples on that Saturday or to wait until the
following Monday.

Some clerks have said they would try
to accommodate couples at the earliest
possible date, depending on their staffing
and anticipated demand, he said.

If the court’s decision does take effect
on June 14, couples could, in theory, plan
to obtain their licenses and take their
vows at 12:01 a.m. that day, he said.

As it happens, Weir’s office in
Martinez already holds open hours on the
second Saturday of each month, so serv-
ing couples who want to get hitched as
soon as possible won’t be a problem, he
said. He and his partner of 18 years hope
to be the first ones to tie the knot.

“Just because we have been so close to
it, and so far, I would really like to be first,”

Weir said.
An effort, however, is under way to

stay the Supreme Court’s decision until
voters can decide the issue with an initia-
tive planned for the November ballot. The
measure would overrule the justices’ deci-
sion and amend the state constitution to
ban gay marriage.

Justices have until the ruling’s effective
date to weigh the request, but could give
themselves longer to consider it, attorneys
have said.

Another complicating factor is that
the Supreme Court also directed a
midlevel appeals court that upheld the
state’s one man-one woman marriage
laws a year ago to issue a new order legal-
izing same-sex marriage, and it’s not clear
when the appeals court would comply.

Massachusetts is the only other state to
legalize gay marriage, something it did in
2004. More than 9,500 same-sex couples
in that state have wed.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES Federal investigators have recovered the
engine from a commercial helicopter that crashed on Santa
Catalina Island, killing three people and injuring three dur-
ing a weekend flight.

The turboshaft engine of the Island Express Eurocopter
AS350D was being shipped to the manufacturer for a “tear-
down” analysis, National Transportation Safety Board
spokesman Terry Williams said Tuesday.

Medical examiners, meanwhile, worked to complete
identifications of the dead.

Pilot Emeric Maillet, 33, of Lakewood was killed when the
helicopter crashed Saturday morning on the west end of the
island, Los Angeles County coroner’s Investigator Jerry
McKibben said. Another male employee of Island Express and
a female passenger were burned beyond recognition and would
require dental records to be identified, the coroner’s office said.

Friends and colleagues, however, identified the dead
woman as Tania Hurd, 46, a culinary arts teacher at John
Burroughs High School in Burbank. Hurd taught there for
about five years and her son is a ninth-grader there,
Principal Emilio Urioste said.

Hurd and family liked to visit Catalina and this time she
chose to go by air, Urioste said.

“She had wanted to ride a helicopter ... that was some-
thing that she always wanted to do,” he said.

Names and conditions of the survivors, two women and
a man, have not been released. They were flown to mainland
hospitals after the crash.

The Island Express Helicopters Web site said the compa-
ny has operated since 1982, offering Catalina tours and char-
ters, as well as serving all of Southern California. It also serv-
ices offshore oil platforms.

NTSB recovers engine
from fatal helicopter
crash on Catalina

Official: California gay
weddings a go for some

JUST BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN SO
CLOSE TO IT, AND SO FAR, I WOULD

REALLY LIKE TO BE FIRST.”
Stephen Weir

California Association of Clerks and Election Officials
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BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, Calif. Emergency dec-
larations for five counties ringing Lake Tahoe
were signed Tuesday by California and
Nevada governors to help speed fire-protec-
tion efforts in the scenic mountain resort
area hit by a catastrophic blaze last summer.

The declarations were among more than
70 recommendations by a special panel
formed by California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Nevada Gov. Jim
Gibbons after the Angora Fire destroyed 254
homes and caused $140 million in property
damage in South Lake Tahoe.

“We will not rest until this natural crown
jewel is as safe as it is beautiful,”
Schwarzenegger said prior to the signings
that affect California’s El Dorado and Placer
counties and Nevada’s Carson City, Douglas
and Washoe counties.

“Many of these recommendations can be
implemented swiftly, and I hope that every-
one with the power to make these changes
does so quickly,” Gibbons said, referring to
the California-Nevada Basin Fire
Commission’s report.

U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., who

joined the governors, commission members
and firefighters at the conference, said that
saving Lake Tahoe “is going to be a continu-
ing work in progress. One thing is clear, it’s
not going to be done in 10 years, it will be
ongoing.”

The fire commission wants the state and
federal governments to free up money
quickly, primarily to cut thick stands of
trees. Many of its recommendations are
intended to resolve the bureaucratic infight-
ing among overlapping agencies that has
hampered fire-prevention efforts for years.

The report also recommended higher
taxes for property owners, requiring home
owners to replace wood shingles and
upgrading the Tahoe basin’s water systems,
which together could cost more than $300
million over 20 years.

The commission said thinning over-
grown forests around communities should
be completed within five years and within a
decade throughout the entire Tahoe basin.

The Angora Fire exposed long-standing
rivalries between the local, state, federal and
regional agencies that are charged with pro-
tecting Tahoe’s environment or promoting
fire protection.

Governors get final
Tahoe fire report

LOS ANGELES
‘Andy Griffith’ composer Earle Hagen dies at 88

The musician who composed and whistled the memorable theme for “The Andy
Griffith Show,” has died. Earle Hagen died last night in Rancho Mirage at age 88.

During his long musical career, Hagen performed with the top bands of the swing era,
composed for movies and television and wrote a definitive textbook on movie compos-
ing. He composed themes and music for about 3,000 hours of TV, including “I Spy,” “That
Girl,” and “The Dick Van Dyke Show”

Hagen also co-wrote the jazz standard “Harlem Nocturne.” He and Lionel Newman
were nominated for an Oscar for best music scoring for the 1960 Marilyn Monroe movie
“Let’s Make Love.” ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO
Free California road trips guide out

If you’re planning a vacation in California this summer, you may want to get a copy of
a free new guide called “California Road Trips 2008,” published by the California Travel
and Tourism Commission. The guide includes maps, itineraries and ideas for places to
stop, including historic sites, wineries, parks, beaches and lakes. You can order one by
calling 877-867-3748 or view an electronic version at
http://www.VisitCalifornia.com/roadtrips. New this year, the guide divides the state into
12 regions and list things to do and see along suggested three-day driving routes.

Featured attractions include waterfalls and rivers in the Shasta Cascade area, eco-
friendly attractions along the North Coast, a family guide to San Francisco, splashing
otters in the Central Coast, the natural beauty of the High Sierra, and exploring the his-
tory of gold and mining in Gold Country. Stops in Central Valley include places to sample
fresh produce, while other sections of the guide cover Los Angeles, Orange County, San
Diego, the state’s desert region and the rugged landscape of the Inland Empire. AP

SAN CLEMENTE
Sheriff’s officials identify 5 bodies found in OC home

Authorities have identified the five decomposed bodies found in an upscale San
Clemente home as three generations of one family. A sheriff’s spokeswoman says the
dead are 58-year-old Manas Ucar, his 49-year-old wife and the couple’s 21-year-old twin
daughters, Grace and Margo. Also found was Margrit Ucar’s 72-year-old mother, Fransuhi
Kesisoglu. The family was found in a downstairs bedroom and attached closet on Sunday
after relatives broke a window to enter the home. Sheriff’s officials believe the family had
been dead for two to three weeks. Officials say no suspects are being sought at this time,
adding neither homicide nor suicide have been ruled out. AP

TRINIDAD
Man arrested for assault on 2 people with rocks

A Trinidad man is under arrest on suspicion of assaulting two people by repeated-
ly throwing rocks at them. Humboldt County Sheriff's spokeswoman Brenda Godsey
says Lorenzo Erickson was involved in a fight with his girlfriend and her brother. She
says he struck the woman with a rock-filled T-shirt, then knocked her brother down
with a large stone. Both victims were treated for their injuries at a local hospital.
Erickson was booked on suspicion of assault with a deadly weapon, domestic violence
and vandalism. AP

STATE BRIEFS



10 WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2008 A D V E R T I S E M E N T



WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com
Local

11

MAKE THIS FATHER’S
DAY A SUCCESS 

FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS!

For a limited time
we’re offering

OR
5 quarter

page ads for
only $650*

5 eighth
page ads for
only $400*

*Separate charge for color

Get started advertising with the Santa Monica 
Daily Press by taking advantage of this special 

Father’s Day offer. Call (310) 458-7737

year … but for the most part, they stay the
same,” Patterson said. “It’s really to pro-
vide more of a long-term planning docu-
ment for larger capital expenditures.”

The CIP budget includes $28.7 million
for the Downtown Santa Monica parking
enhancement program, $4.3 million for
annual street repair and $1.1 million for
the expansion of Memorial Park.

Among the more notable recipients in
the next fiscal cycle will be the Santa
Monica Municipal Pier, which will see
about $3.2 million in infrastructure
improvements. The project includes the
replacement of 76 timber pilings with
pre-stressed concrete pilings from the
high tide line to the concrete portion of
the pier. Another $2 million is being set
aside to enhance the viewing deck,
upgrade utilities and replace the necklace
lighting adorning the pier.

“It’s to ensure the pier will be pre-
served and well-maintained into the
future,” Ben Franz-Knight, the executive
director of the Santa Monica Pier
Restoration Corp., said.

The pier is celebrating its centennial in
September 2009. One of the more historic
pieces on the pier — the carousel onion
dome — is also scheduled for replace-
ment at $50,000.

“The centennial is an important mile-
stone and we want the pier to be at its
best,” Franz-Knight said.

BIG BLUE IMPROVEMENTS
Among the changes expected for the

Big Blue Bus in the next fiscal year are
amenity upgrades at some of the high
and moderate volume bus stops, adding
new signs, benches and transit informa-
tion kiosks. Several vehicles older than 12
years — the average life span for a bus —
as well as a handful of Mini Blue Buses are
scheduled for replacement. The buses will
be replaced with 40-foot liquefied natural
gas vehicles, others with the 60-foot-long
articulated buses.

The bus replacement program is esti-
mated to cost more than $21 million next
year.

“In order to maintain the highest stan-
dard of quality in our system, we need to
maintain the infrastructure we have,”
Negriff said. “The buses and the benches
and signage are all routine replacement.”

A BETTER NEIGHBORHOOD 
Two line items in the proposed CIP

budget will see the realization of long-
time neighborhood improvement efforts
in Ocean Park.

The Borderline Neighborhood, which
is a cluster of several residential blocks

west of Lincoln Boulevard, will receive
about $250,000 to begin designing
streetscape and pedestrian improvements
along Longfellow Street and some of the
connecting roads.

Residents in the Borderline
Neighborhood have long complained
about safety concerns and traffic circula-
tion along Longfellow, which with the
absence of sidewalks visually appears like
an alley.

The street has been a popular stop for
tow trucks and illicit activity in the past.
Another $450,000 is being set aside over
the next few years to begin making
streetscape improvements along Ocean
Park Boulevard west of Lincoln, residents
along the strip complaining about the
wide barren roadway being an attraction
for speeding motorists.

Residents along Ocean Park
Boulevard have petitioned City Hall for
nearly 15 years to fund street improve-
ments, lobbying for more trees and safer
bike lanes.

“We’re obviously elated to see this
happen, no question about it,” Bob
Taylor, one of the advocates who lives off
the corner of Lincoln and Ocean Park
Boulevard, said. “It’s been a long process
to get to this point.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Alexandra Bissonnette news@smdp.com
GRAY DAYS: Roughly $450,000 is being set aside over the next
few years to begin making streetscape improvements along
Ocean Park Boulevard west of Lincoln, residents along the strip
complaining about the wide barren roadway being an attraction
for speeding motorists. 

Neighborhood streets in
Ocean Park to get safer
FROM CIP PAGE 1
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relayed to the SMFD.
The lengthened response time, estimated

at 30 seconds longer than when the calls
were handled directly by the SMFD, is
attributed to a different system utilized by
the regional center, which runs an
Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD) pro-
gram.

The EMD requires the dispatcher to run
through a series of preset questions to
determine the nature of the medical emer-
gency, providing the caller with some
instructions for patient care while help is on
the way.

The dispatchers at the SMFD were not
EMD-certified when the transition to the
regional center occurred.

“They’re taking a certain amount of time
to do a certain amount of (questioning),”
Hone said. “They’re dispatching quickly as
they process.”

The EMD system also raises another
concern with the accuracy in the type of the
calls being reported back to the SMFD.
Several members of the fire department
have complained that the current system is
too vague.

“If a caller has a history of heart prob-
lems, this becomes the descriptor used by
the call taker even if that is not the current
problem,” according to a staff report by the
fire department.

A review of the system for a one-month
period found that there is a 78 percent accu-
racy rate.

The regional dispatch center is in the
process of resolving the problem by
employing a new software program.

The SMFD is proposing to form a com-
mittee to reevaluate the other eight dispatch
options, comparing them to the level of
service and capabilities of the Los Angeles
regional dispatch center.

The evaluation is expected to take up to a
year.

“It’s good to evaluate where you are to
make sure what you’re doing what is best for
the community,” Hone said.

Fire officials point out that operational
costs would be higher if the SMFD contin-
ued to handle calls from its own
Communication Center, estimating the
budget would’ve been around $700,000.

“Either way we’re still financially ahead

of what we would have been, and with more
capability,” Deputy Fire Chief Bruce Davis
said.

Several City Councilmembers have
raised concerns about the evaluation’s esti-
mated duration.

“I’ve heard anecdotal concerns that our
historically superlative level of fire and para-
medic dispatch service, of which our fire-
fighters are justifiably proud, may not be
matched by the regional system,”
Councilmember Kevin McKeown said.
“When resident safety and even lives hang
on matters of seconds, I want to make sure
routing calls regionally doesn’t invite confu-
sion about local addresses, or other potential
delays.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Regional fire dispatch center
resulting in slower responses
FROM DISPATCH PAGE 1

IF A CALLER HAS A HISTORY OF HEART
PROBLEMS, THIS BECOMES THE DESCRIP-

TOR USED BY THE CALL TAKER EVEN IF THAT IS NOT
THE CURRENT PROBLEM.”

Staff report 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com
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FREE PARKING AVAILABLE
1726 Colorado Ave., Santa Monica

Phone: (310) 829-3625   Fax: (310) 829-0254

BBOB GGABRIEL IINSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to support the Santa

Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica. 

1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

99546014

“Love Where You Live.”
FEATURED LISTING

OPENN HOUSE
2-5PMM SUNDAY

3 + 1.75 Condo in Heart of
Santa Monica

Completely Remodeled
w/Hardwood Floors, Berber
Kitchen with Stainless Steel

Appliances
2 Parking Spaces

Bright & Quiet
Easy Access to 10 Fwy,

Beach, SM College, Main
St.& Promenade

Exceptional Value
$615,000

www.palmwestproperties.com

(310) 314-PALM
Residential and Income Properties in 

Santa Monica, Venice, Marina del Rey area

Heather Nesis

THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FOR THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2008-09
AND ADOPTION OF GANN RESOLUTION

The City Council, Housing Authority, Redevelopment Agency and Parking Authority of the

City of Santa Monica will hold a public budget hearing on June 17, 2008 at 5:45 p.m. in

the City Hall Council Chambers, 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California.  All citizens

are invited to attend and provide the Council with written and oral comments and ask

questions concerning the City’s entire proposed budget.  At the meeting on June 17th, the

City Council will also adopt a resolution for the determination of the GANN Appropriation

limit for fiscal year 2008-09.  A copy of the documentation used in calculating the limit

is presented in the proposed FY2008-09 Proposed Budget.  

The entire proposed City Budget can be inspected by the public in the City Clerk’s Office

at City Hall or viewed on the Internet at www.smgov.net.  City Hall is open from 7:30 a.m.

until 5:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Friday,

May 30th and June 13th. City Hall is closed on Friday, May 23rd and June 6th.  Copies

of the proposed FY2008-09 City Budget are also available at the City’s Main Library locat-

ed at 601 Santa Monica Boulevard and branch libraries at 1704 Montana Avenue, 2101

Ocean Park Boulevard and 2601 Main Street.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

Call us at (310) 458-7737

BY JOCELYN NOVECK
Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK Can a pure chick flick become a
hit? Yes, if it draws a diverse enough swath of
female moviegoers. For “Sex and the City,”
that will be the big question.

There are indications that the film, which
opens Friday, is attracting a lot of interest
from women of all ages — not just the age of
the four lead actresses, who range from their
early 40s to just over 50.

“We can’t remember the last time a movie
has created so much anticipation among
female moviegoers from their 20s through
their 40s,” said Harry Medved, a spokesman
for Fandango, the online movie ticket site.

Medved said many women seem to be
planning to go in groups. “We are getting a
surprising number of requests for group
ticket sales from women planning ‘Sex and
the City’ get-togethers,” he said.

It’s not just the ticket sellers who are
noticing the trend. Abbey Greenberg, co-
owner of a specialty cookie company, says
she’s been getting calls by the dozens for her
stiletto-shoe creations.

“It’s been crazy,” says Greenberg, of The
Flour Pot, which is based in Ambler, Pa.
“They start out by saying they want the shoe
cookies. Then they say they need them for
May 30th. Of course it turns out it’s for a ‘Sex
and the City’ party.”

Often, the hostesses say they’ll be drink-
ing Cosmpolitans before the movie, too _
the favorite drink, as fans of the HBO series
well know, of sex columnist Carrie Bradshaw
and her pals, Miranda, Samantha and
Charlotte. Sometimes the hostesses add that
they’ll be dressing up in high style, as well.

“This movie just calls out for a girl’s night
out,” says Greenberg, 27, who herself plans
to see the film with a group of women,
although not opening night, and not special-
ly attired. “I’ll wait until it’s less crazy,” she
says.

Fandango, which is the largest online

ticketing service but still represents a fairly
small percentage of total sales, surveyed buy-
ers who’d just purchased tickets for the film.

As of Friday, 67 percent of more than
2,800 who filled out the survey — a self-
selecting group, to be sure — planned to see
the film in a group of women. Only 6 per-
cent said they were going with a man, and 16
percent said they were going with one other
woman.

Oh, and asked their gender, 94 percent of
ticket buyers said they were women.

You only have to look back two years to
“The Devil Wears Prada,” another female-
oriented film heavy on fashion (with the
same costume designer) and juicy female
characters, to find a movie that scored big
despite an overwhelmingly female demo-
graphic.

But there’s a difference: “Prada” was rated
PG-13, whereas “Sex and the City” is rated R,
with good reason, as any fan of the often
explicit series knows. That will severely limit
the teen audience (those under 17 must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian).

“This movie really will be a paternity test
for R-rated female-driven romantic come-
dies,” said analyst Jeff Bock of box office
tracker Reel Source. “There haven’t been a
lot of movies like this.”

Bock predicts the movie will have a
strong opening weekend, then a big drop-
off.

“There’s no getting around that this is a
film oriented to women and gay men,” he
said. “It will be very hard to get past that,
especially with a lot of testosterone-driven
films out there this summer.”

“Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the
Crystal Skull” drew families in droves to
achieve the second biggest Memorial Day
weekend opening ever, with an estimated
$151.1 million in the U.S. and Canada from
Thursday to Monday (and $160 million
overseas.) By contrast, industry projections
have “Sex and the City” bringing in from $25
to $40 million in its first three days.

Can women alone
make ‘Sex and the
City’ a box office hit?

HONOLULU
Parents concerned about possible school closures

Parents from a small Big Island school are concerned about a bill that passed the
Legislature and could lead to closure of their school.

They’re asking Gov. Linda Lingle to veto the bill that would set up a nine-member com-
mission to identify schools that could be closed or relocated.

Laupahoehoe High and Elementary has only 200 students in all grades, down from as
many as 800 before the demise of Big Island sugar cane.

The remaining families are concerned about where they would send their children if
the rural school closed.

Education officials say they have a surplus of 356 classrooms because of declining
enrollment. The system has 10,000 fewer students than a decade ago.

Lingle has said she’s examining the legislation which she has until July 8 to sign or
veto. ASSOCIATED PRESS

DENVER
Fed report: Climate change affecting crops, livestock

A federal report says climate change already is affecting the nation’s water
resources, crops, livestock, forests and wildlife and will for at least the next 25 years.

Tuesday’s report by the Department of Agriculture says a buildup of greenhouse
gases driving up temperatures is increasing the risk of crop failure and outbreaks of inva-
sive species and insects. It’s also decreasing water resources, and livestock productivity
in the arid West.

The report by 38 scientists is part of the federal government’s ongoing assessment
of climate change. AP

NATIONAL BRIEFS
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 60°

SWELL FORECAST ( 2-3 FT )
The swell looks rather small, perhaps waist high
at best at south facing breaks, but much smaller
at west facing spots. Winds look light but with an
onshore trend for the early AM hours. Tide runs
very low midmorning.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
NW WIND SWELL DUE THIS WEEKEND...

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

Kitchen Kid
Cooking up delicious kitchen        

experiences for eager eaters of all ages!

Build your child’s confidence, reinforce academic skills, 
and encourage healthy, adventurous eating at home. 

Birthday Parties!
Parent-Child Cook Groups!

Family Classes!
After-School Culinary Lessons!

www.kitchenkid.com 

samantha@kitchenkid.com                     

310.450.3462

Spring break and summer cooking campsforming now!

ACT! Database Coaching

ACT! IS EASY
WITH JUST A FEW LESSONS WITH ME

Eliminate your frustrations using ACT! and
take your skills to the next level! All versions.

Call Chris Pumphrey
20 years hands-on ACT! Experience

www.actcoaching.com
800-915-4228

FREE CONSULTATION

Hire Locals.
Locals don’t have to sit in
traffic, and come to the
office in a better mood.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

CHICAGO Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder
Andruw Jones will likely miss the next four
to six weeks after undergoing surgery to
repair torn cartilage in his right knee
Tuesday.

Jones, who is hitting .165 with two home
runs and seven RBIs in the first year of a
$36.2 million, two-year deal, went on the 15-
day disabled list Saturday.

“They fixed what they thought they had
to fix,” Manager Joe Torre said before the
Dodgers’ game against the Chicago Cubs.
“He’ll start in the next day or so with the
rehab that he’s going to have to do.”

Torre added that there was no additional
damage found in Jones’ knee during the pro-
cedure.

The Dodgers got some more good news
when right-handed pitcher Jason Schmidt,
working his way back from shoulder surgery

last season, threw 3 1-3 innings in a rehab
start with the team’s Class A affiliate.
Schmidt threw 45 pitches and gave up three
runs — two earned — and three hits while
striking out three.

“He was good. He came out of it fine,”
Torre said. “Next time he’ll probably go to
60. I don’t think they’ve set the exact date
but there will be and there was nothing to
keep him from still going forward.”

Torre said Schmidt was throwing in the
low 90s and used all his pitches.

In other injury-related news, shortstop
Rafael Furcal likely won’t return in time for
the four-game series in New York against the
Mets that starts on Thursday. He has been
on the 15-day disabled list since May 6 with
a sore lower back.

Nomar Garciaparra, who was moved to
the 60-day disabled list on Sunday with
injuries to his right hand and left calf, will
undergo further testing later this week.

MLB

Dodgers’ Jones has knee
surgery, out 4-6 weeks
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Movie Times Horoscopes

AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4 
1441 Third Street
Promenade

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom
of the Crystal Skull 2 hrs (PG-
13)  
1 p.m., 2:25, 4, 5:25, 7, 8:25, 10
The Fall (R) 1hr 57min  
1:30 p.m., 6:45
Harold and Kumar Escape From
Guantanamo Bay
1 hr 42 min (R)   
4:15 p.m., 9:30

Baby Mama 1 hr 36 min (PG-13)  
1:15 p.m., 3;50, 6:30, 9

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom
of the Crystal Skull (PG-13) 2 hrs.  

12:15 p.m.,  1:45,  3:15,  4:45,
6:15,  7:45,  9:15,  10:45  
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince
Caspian (PG) 2 hrs 20 min  
1:15 p.m., 3, 4;20, 6:10, 7:35,
9:20, 10:40
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince
Caspian
Digital Presentation (PG) 2 hrs
20 min  
12:30 p.m., 3:40, 6:50, 10
Forgetting Sarah Marshall (R)
1hr 51min  
2:05 p.m., 4:40, 7:15, 9:50
Speed Racer (PG) 2hrs 15min  
1 p.m., 4:05, 7:05, 10:10

LAEMMLE’S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Postal (R) 1hr 39min
1:40 p.m., 4:30, 7:10, 9:40
The Visitor (ZPG-13) 1hr 48min  
1:30 p.m., 4:20, 7:20, 10

Son of Rambow (PG13) 1hr

38min  

1:50 p.m., 4:40, 7:30, 9:55

Bloodline(NR) 1hr 53min  

1:20 p.m., 4:10, 7, 9:50

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE 

1313 Third St.

(310) 395-1599 

Iron Man (PG-13) 2hrs 06min   

11:00 a.m., 12:00, 1:00, 2:00,

3:00, 4:05, 5:00, 6:00, 7:10, 8:00,

9:00, 10:10, 11:00, 12:00 a.m. 

Made of Honor (PG-13) 1hr

41min    

11:50 a.m., 2:20, 4:50, 7:30,

10:10

What Happens in Vegas (PG-13)

1hr 39min   

11:10 a.m., 12:10, 1:40, 2:40,

4:15, 5:10, 6:40, 7:40, 9:20,

10:20

M O V I E T I M E S

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ If you wake up on the wrong side of the
bed, you might want to call in. Try a retake, or
simply don’t have great expectations. You are
your own perfect companion right now; you
won’t irritate yourself, as others could. Tonight:
Get as much personal time as possible.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Aim high. If someone says no, though
he thinks he means what he says, know that
time is your ally. Try again another time. Bring
friends together. Meetings and groups star in
success. Tonight: Let a late-day meeting evolve
into a fun happening.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ A must appearance allows you to take a
stand or make a change that will enable other
opportunities. Listen to feedback that heads in
your direction. Responsibility could feel heavy.
Just start doing. Tonight: A must appearance.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Let your imagination soar. In fact, what
you conceptualize could happen in the near
future. Make calls and consider a getaway. You
might recharge more with some time in anoth-
er place, not always home. Tonight: Surf the
Net for the right weekend retreat.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Work with others, but avoid groups if
possible. You do best with one-on-one contact.
Allow greater give-and-take with individuals.
Clearly not everyone has the same idea. Listen
rather than react. Tonight: In the game of life.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Defer to others. What seems unclear
can be clarified. Could the perspective you are
coming from be the problem? Free up your mind
from past pictures if possible. You could gain a
new picture. Tonight: Let someone else choose.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Understand your limitations. You might
be overtired and need to eliminate anything
frivolous or unnecessary. A walk or maybe a
power nap could help. Remember to take care
of yourself! Schedule a long-overdue doctor’s
appointment. Tonight: Call it an early night.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Your imagination fills in the gaps.
There are pros and cons to this type of process-
ing. You could gain a very different picture from
those who wait for the facts. Use time as your
ally. Give up impatience. Tonight: Ever playful.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Stick to the basics, and you’ll get way
ahead. Allow greater flow and understanding
by walking in a close friend’s or loved one’s
footsteps. Seriously consider a home-based
business. Tonight: While heading home, buy a
treat for yourself.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Your creativity surges and allows new
perspectives and vistas. Your ability to get to
the bottom of a problem allows new possibili-
ties. You often see what others don’t. Be willing
to share your perspective. Tonight: Catch up on
a friend’s news.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Curb spending if you feel uncomfortable.
Allow yourself greater flow and give-and-take.
You will be happier, as will the people you deal
with. Tonight: Ever playful.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Your imagination fills in the gaps. Be
willing to explore ideas with a new passion.
Others absolutely love your openness. The tim-
ing is right if you want to start down a new
path. A familial relationship could be tangled
right now! Tonight: Talk up a storm.

What appears on the horizon right now could take until
winter to realize. Plans that are loosely thought out or not
tight will backfire this year. Work on creating more securi-
ty in your life. Home and family could play unusually significant roles. Sometimes your actions con-
tradict your words. As a result, people respond to you in odd ways. Clarify your communication, and
your life will run better. If you are single, this coming winter you will meet someone who could make
your head spin and give your stomach butterflies. If you are attached, together you might decide to
make a major change on the home front. PISCES can hold you back or rain on your parade.

Happy birthday
★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Pisces, talk it up

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

310-478-3001 ext. 106 www.californiarecycles.com

You can also shop for recycled
office products and compostable

tableware and utensils in 
our online store. 

www.californiarecycles-store.com

Recycle electronics 
for cash

Recycling electronic trash is easy
at California Recycles we pay the best rates
for your cell phones, TV, computers, etc.

Be sure to mention this offer for cash!
Drop off your items at 

1932 Cotner Ave. in Los Angeles, 90025.

*some restrictions apply

Save Money and Green your 
Home or Business

Mission Impossible?

Making a better world, one home at a time.

Not With EnviroPlumbing
We install and service devices 

that will vastly reduce your monthly utility bills

2633 Lincoln Blvd. Suite 606, Santa Monica, Ca. 90405

(310)450-7208 phone  (310)450-8111 fax

License # 661857

www.enviroplumbing.com

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage
Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock

Call for details

OOPEN 77 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Calll About

FREEE Truck

Rentall Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Comics & Stuff

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian AndersonDog eat Doug

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
GOLD

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2008 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

Big Blue Bus employee and frequent Mystery Photo winner Benjamin Steers has done it again,
correctly identifying this photo of a sculpture located at the corner of Olympic and Cloverfield
boulevards. Steers will receive a prize from the Daily Press. 

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

4  8  11  22  30
Meganumber: 4
Jackpot: $17M

2  4  19  31  42
Meganumber: 12
Jackpot: $34M

8 9 17 29 37

MIDDAY: 8 6 0
EVENING: 1 5 9

1st: 03 Hot Shot
2nd: 12 Lucky Charms
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1.46.41

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

■ A provision in Switzerland's
constitution recognizes the "dig-
nity" of "animals, plants and other
organisms," and a federal Ethics
Committee on Non-Human Gene
Technology declared in an April
report that vegetation has "inher-
ent worth" and that humans can-
not exercise "absolute ownership"
over it but must treat it morally,
measured case-by-case. For exam-
ple, the committee said a farmer's
mowing his field is acceptable, but
not the arbitrary severing of a
wildflower's bloom. The commit-
tee would permit genetic engi-
neering of flora, since plants
would still retain the "autonomy"
to reproduce on their own.
■ After officials in Batu, a tourist
town in East Java in Indonesia,
asked its massage parlors to make
clear to customers that they are
not houses of prostitution, one
parlor owner created uniform
pants for his women with a pad-
lockable zipper, and "locks in"
each masseuse in front of the
client at the beginning of a ses-
sion. Other parlor owners have fol-
lowed along. A local women's
group representative complained
that it is the customers, not the
women, who need restraining.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

1533 the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Thomas

Cranmer, declared the marriage of
England’s King Henry VIII to Anne
Boleyn valid.

1863 the first black regi-
ment from the North

left Boston to fight in the Civil War.

1892 the Sierra Club was
organized in San

Francisco.

1908 British author Ian
Fleming, the creator

of James Bond as well as “Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang,” was born in
London.

1934 the Dionne quintu-
plets — Annette,

Cecile, Emilie, Marie and Yvonne —
were born to Elzire Dionne at the
family farm in Ontario, Canada.

1937 President Roosevelt
pushed a button in

Washington signaling that vehicu-
lar traffic could begin crossing the
just-opened Golden Gate Bridge in
California.

1937 Neville Chamberlain
became prime minis-

ter of Britain.

1972 Prince Edward, Duke
of Windsor died in

Paris at age 77.

1977 165 people were killed
when fire raced

through the Beverly Hills Supper
Club in Southgate, Ky.

TODAY IN HISTORY

rriibbaalldd \RIB-uhld; RY-bawld\,
adjective:
1. Characterized by or given to
vulgar humor; coarse.

WORD UP!
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Miscellaneous
$$CASH$$ - Immediate cash for struc-
tured Settlements, Annuities, Lawsuits, 
Inheritances, Mortgage Notes & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth #1. 
1-800-794-7310.

$CASH FOR GOLD$. We buy Gold, Silver 
& Platinum. Get Cash NOW! Highest 
Payouts - Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
888-245-4517.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

BRAND NEW COMPUTER. BAD or NO 
Credit. No problem. Brand Name lap-
tops & desktops. Smallest weekly pay-
ments available. It's yours NOW. 
800-932-4501

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal 
Loans - Auto Loans - Consolidation 
Loans AVAILABLE! "We have been help-
ing people with credit problems since 
1991". Call 1-800-654-1816. 

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Fender, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Martin. 1930s - 1960s. Top 
cash paid. 1-800-401-0440.

Employment Wanted
TRAINED MALE OPERA SINGER

for parties and occasions.He Will sing 
Jolson, popular songs, and have a sing 
along. Call Gabe 310-392-6501

Employment
CASHIER / RETAIL SALES Seeking ener-
getic individuals.  F/T including Sat. 
Some experience, a plus. Bldg Materials 
location. Will train. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90404

CASHIER POSITION for gas station. 
Immediate positions available. Cus-
tomer service. Call for more informa-
tion. (310)451-2355, (310)498-7910

CLEANING PERSON F/T, Mon-Fri, Retail 
location requires bathrooms, lunch-
rooms, trash, floors & more. Apply in 
person Bourget Bros.1636-11th 
St.,Santa Monica, CA 90404

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd 
St. Promenade 215 Broadway. Must be 
experienced. Immediate openings. Apply 
afternoons in person.  (310) 396-9898.

GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

CUSTOMER SERVICE COORDINATOR

WORLD FAMOUS Santa Monica Jeweler 
is looking for a Customer Service Co-
ordinator, an individual who is well 
organized, detail oriented, to process 
orders and repairs, assist sales asso-
ciates; assist with customer transac-
tions; etc Please fax resumes to 
310-451-0095 or email them to 
info@readersjewelers,com.

Employment
NEED CASH QUICKLY?$$$$ Stay at 
home and make money. Best Program 
Free Video. Go to www.FREEDOM51.com

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. including Fed. Benefits, OT, 
placed by Ad Source, not aff.w/USPS 
who hires. 1-866-483-1057

SALES PROFESSIONAL
Executive Level Income

From The Comfort Of Home
Don't Believe Don't Call

1-888-686-1364

YARDPERSON F/T, including Sat. Will 
train. Lifting req’d. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Mon-
ica, Ca 90404

Help Wanted
1000 ENVELOPES = $6000 GURANTEED! 
Receive $6 for every envelope stuffed. 
24hr information. 1-888-885-1616, co-
de13.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, No-MD

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment 
School. 3 wk training program. Back-
hoes, Bulldozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging dirt NOW. 
Toll free 866-362-6497

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
angel pins at home. No experience re-
quired. 817-230-4879, 
www.angelpin.net

MYSTERY SHOPPERS NEEDED For imme-
diate assignments.Paid To Shop, Eat 
Out & Evaluate Local Stores, Restau-
rants & Theatres. Flexible Hours, No Ex-
perience Necessary. 1-800-585-9024, 
Ext6750

Business Opps
ABSOLUTELY ALL Cash! Do you earn 
$800/day? Vending route. 30 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 1-800-807-6485. 
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

FREE CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS! $100 - 
$500,000++ **2008** NEVER REPAY! 
Housing, Business School, Some Per-
sonal/ Medical Bills. Grant Resource 
Package + other money solutions! Live 
operators. 1-800-270-1213, Ext. 279

NOW HIRING HOME TYPISTS. $5000 
guaranteed in 30 days. Apply online: 
www.Job861.com

SERIOUS ENTREPRENEURS Wanted

No 1 internet marketing system with 
proven Leader.!! Free information: a 
very realistic $250,000 first year income 
potential with no selling ever. or mak-
ing another prospecing call again ever.

www.oneyearplan.net/raydillon

TIRED OF Counting Pennies? START 
COUNTING BENJAMINS! Visit: 
www.OverNightCashExplosion.com/mon
eygift, Right now!

Adoption
PREGNANT? Consider adoption.YOU 
choose your baby's family! Receive pic-
tures/ information. Financial assis-
tance. 1-866-236-7638. 24/7. 
Lic#123021.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching birthmothers with families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7. Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

For Sale
EL PASO TEXAS huge home top of the 
mountain ,4,568 sq/ft almost 1 acre be-
low appraised value $600,000 for sale 
by owner 915 252-7697,(915)274-3960

NO MORE SPEEDING TICKETS. Invisible 
to RADAR - Legal Phazer Laser. Free 30 
days. Call 1-877-474-1056

Electronics
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * - Get a 
4-room, all-digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital Video 
Recorders to new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579.

Computers
A NEW COMPUTER NOW. Brand new 
PC-LAPTOP. Bad or NO credit - OK. Low 
payments 1-800-624-1557.

BURIED IN CREDIT CARD DEBT. We can 
save you thousands & lower your 
monthly payments! Call the Debt Relief 
Hotline for your FREE consultation. 
800-399-2410.

Instruction
TENNIS LESSONS by #1 female tennis 
player in Venezuela Olympic gold 
medalist has experience teaching all 
levels Nelly (310)407-9503

Insurance
AFFORDABLE HEALTH from $154.95 for 
Family Hospitalization, Prescriptions, 
Doctors, Accident Medical, Dental. Eve-
ryone accepted. 888-508-5470.

FINALLY! ICAN Smart Insurance 
Choices. Doctor Visit, pharmacy, hospi-
tal and much more! Call iCan and find 
the right plan! 800-472-1070.

Travel & Vacation
VACATION NOW! Beautiful Costa Rica, 
www.gentlemanjimsprivatetravel.com, 
5-star hotel bookings. 888-320-0296, 
bandit810@yahoo.com

VEGAS BABY - FREE! 3 days, 2 nights. 
Pay Nothing - 5 Star Resort. Las Vegas - 
Tahiti Village. Call NOW! 
1-888-704-6946.

For Rent
FREE RENTAL Listings for 
SM/WLA/MVista Complete Listings: 
www.sullivan-dituri.com

For Rent

$2,800 PER month. SM 1/2 blk to 
main st.  Very close to ocean  All utili-
ties inc, DSL, Cable, etc. West facing.  
Really nice, clean.  Gated, one park-
ing spot, laundry, pool, jacuzzi. Super 
landlord.  Furnished.  Call for showing 
310-266-7056

12309 CULVER Blvd. Unit 11, $1100, 
upper, stove, fridge, blinds, utilities in-
cluded, laundry, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets. (310)578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

9849 TABOR St.Unit 4, Palms, 
1bdrm/1bath.$1225/mo Stove, fridge, 
carpets, blinds, balcony, parking, on 
site laundry no pets.$200 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping,
utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1 Bath.
Seniors and all ages welcome. Ask
about 1 month of free rent.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $2,500/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1011 Pico Blvd. 1bdrm/ 1bath $1795
1011 Pico Blvd. 2bdrm/1bth +loft 

$2700√√
1011 Pico Blvd. 2bdrm/2bth +loft 

$2950
PLEASE Visit our website 

for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 11916 Courtleigh Dr. unit 2 
one bedroom/one bath $1100 stove, 
fridge, carpet blinds utilities included 
parking laundry room no pets on site 
manager (310)737-7933 

For Rent
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 225 
1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, intercom 
entry, stove, fridge, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. $1050/mo on 
site manager (888)414-7778 
www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 2bdrm/1bath, 11461 Wash-
ington Place.Unit C, upper, stove, 
blinds, carpet, laundry, street parking, 
no pets $1350 (310)578-7512 jkwprop-
erties.com

MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 9, 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1350, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$300 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

MARVISTA $1895.00 “Townhouse” 
2Brms, 2Baths, No Pets Garage Balcony 
Stove Refrigerator Dishwasher, 
Washer/Dryer, Elec. Fireplace 12048 
Culver Blvd. #202 Los Angeles, CA 
90066 Open Daily for Viewing 9a,-7pm, 
Additional Info in Unit Manager in unit 
#100 or #101

PALMS/BVRLYWD-ADJ.$725.Bachelor, 
utilities paid, NO PETS, parking small 
refrigerator hot plate 2009 Preuss 
Rd,.#1.Los Angeles,.90034.Open daily 
for viewing Additional info in unit.

VENICE 714 1/2 Indiana Ave. 2 bedroom 
1 bath lower unit stove fridge ceiling 
fans tile hardwood floors laundry gated 
entry no pets $1895 400 off move in 
(310)574-6767 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA, $1385/mo large 1bdrm. On Bar-
rington near National. Very spacious, 
large closets, crown moldings, verticals, 
appliances, closed garage. Charming 
older building in popular WLA area. 
Walk to Whole Foods and Starbucks. 
Owner 310-828-4481 9am-6pm or 
310-993-0414 cell after 6pm.

WLA, $1385/mo large 1bdrm. On Bar-
rington near National. Very spacious, 
large closets, crown moldings, verticals, 
appliances, closed garage. Charming 
older building in popular WLA area. 
Walk to Whole Foods and Starbucks. 
Owner 310-828-4481 9am-6pm or 
310-993-0414 cell after 6pm.

Houses For Rent
3824 BLEDSOE Ave Los Angeles unfur-
nished 3bdrm/1 1/2bath stove dish-
washer microwave granite countertops 
hardwood floors carpet central AC/heat 
2 car garage front & backyard $2900 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

Host Families
HOST INTERNATIONAL Students! 
Gain New Perspective, Share American 
Culture & Language
Kaplan Aspect Host Family Program of-
fers $700 monthly stipend and competi-
tive referral bonuses.
You must live within one hour of West-
wood (via public transit) & English 
must be your primary language.
Our friendly staff will provide training 
and support during your hosting experi-
ence.
Join our growing International family! 

Host Families
(310) 717-5871

Commercial Lease

5650 SF Creative Office. High end im-
provements w/exposed ceilings & 
duct work,wood & concrete flrs,keyed 
elevator access,3 
restrooms,shower,pvt patio overlook-
ing the Promenade. $3.95/psf
George Gross
Agt
310.586.0344

Real Estate

NC MOUNTAINS. 2.2ac, cabin shell, 
$99,900. 4.2ac., great view, $69,900. 
1ac mature woods, $29,900. Excellent 
Financing. FREE BROCHURE 
1-828-652-8700

TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN ACREAGE. 2 acre 
beautiful homesite. Million $ view! Se-
cluded, utilities, overlooking Tennessee 
River, close to Marina, Schools, Shop-
ping! $49,900, low down, owner financ-
ing! 330-699-1585.

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737



HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com 19

Real Estate
TEXAS LAND LIQUIDATION! 20-acres 
Near Booming El Paso. Good road ac-
cess. ONLY $14,900, $200/down, $145 
per mo. Money Back Guarantee. No 
credit checks. 1-800-755-8953, 
www.sunsetranches.com

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA single garage for rent. 
Alley access. Vehicle or storage. 
$150/month. Brenda (310)991-2694.

Vehicles for sale

1993 CHRYSLER 5th Ave. Sky blue, 
4 dr, 6 cyl, reliable, clean, lots new 
Ready to go. Reduced $1500 (trade 
for pick-up).(310)428-5383

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Services
BILL WALTER - LOCKSMITH
Residential & Commercial

License # LCO-4438
Emergency Service 24/7

(310) 396-7784

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

Services

Handy Man

• Carpentry
• Frame/Finish 

• Foundation/Concrete 
• DryWall, Paint, Elec.
• Lighting Landscape
• Hardscape Furniture
• Architectural Design

• Plans & Permits
-Green & Sustainable

-Free Consultation
-Unlicensed

10% off 1st Job
27 Years exp.

Call (310) 430-2806

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Financial
$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!! In-
jury Lawsuit dragging? Need $500 - 
$500,000++ within 48 hours? Call 
1-877-386-3692, www.casepay.com

CREDIT REPORT PROBLEMS, 
800-505-7370. Denied Credit? Improve 
Credit Reports even after Bankruptcy. 
Free consultation. 800-505-7370

DEBT SOLUTIONS. Bill Consolidation, 
Mortgages, Fast Cash, Loans. Good/Bad 
Credit Welcome. No application fees. 
Toll free 1-866-677-2455. Visit 
www.PaylessSolutions.com

Health/Beauty
DIET PILLS: Maximum prescription 
strength. Phentromine 37.5mg, blue & 
white capsules, 60 count, $77.95. No 
prescription needed. Free shipping 
1-800-627-7896, ext701.

SLIM SHOTS - FREE offer. Get a Free one 
month supply and eat 30% less from 
day one. 800-322-9070.

USA PRESCRIPTION HELP. For ALL AGES 
with incomes up to $80,000. CALL NOW 
1 - 5 7 3 - 9 9 6 - 3 3 3 3 ,
www.FreeMedicine.com

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature European. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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