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* NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

W Public Servants in Action: (1) New
Hampshire state Rep. Christopher
Doyle, 26, was arrested in March and
charged with slapping elections super-
visor Gail Webster, 61, to the floor on
election night after learning that he had
lost his race for town selectman in
Windham. (2) Shirley Martin, a member
of the school board in West Orange,
Texas, was convicted in February of dis-
orderly conduct for threats against col-
league Beth Wheeler. At a meeting,
Martin had continued speaking after her
colleagues had ruled her out of order,
and subsequently Martin angrily told
Wheeler, “I'm going to stomp a mud
hole in your ass.”

M Despite state funding problems in
health care and other areas, New York’s
Department of Transportation complet-
ed a $3.3 million beautification project
in January in which intricately decorat-
ed “flora and fauna” designs of bronze
were inlaid in two 2,400-square-foot
granite wall coverings whose purpose
was merely to decorate an underpass
below New York City’s Brooklyn-Queens
Expressway. According to the New York
Sun, the walls are beside an off-ramp
that's across a pedestrian-unfriendly
street from a Burger King, and the site
was selected primarily because it is at
the intersection of the jurisdictions of
three community boards (thus making
possible a seemingly always-desirable
joint petition for funds).

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“It is the weakness and danger of
republics that the vices as well as
virtues of the people are represented
in their legislation.”

HeLen MaRIA HUNT JACKSON
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City Hall projects surplus for first time in three years,
unveils $418 million spending plan for 2005-06

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A recovering
post-9/11 economy is starting to
pay off for City Hall, where offi-
cials project that next year’s bud-
get will have a surplus for the first
time in three years.

Officials last week unveiled
next year’s proposed city budget,
which has grown more than $50
million since last year. The surplus
is attributed to a strengthening
local economy and marks the first
time after the recession City Hall
has gone into a financial year with
revenues exceeding expenditures
— pegged at $433 million and
$418 million, respectively, for the
2005-06 fiscal year.

However, despite the upswing
in the local economy, city officials
are still proceeding with caution.

“Economic conditions are
improving and we’re very encour-
aged, but not exuberantly encour-
aged by what’s happening,” said
City Manager Susan McCarthy on
Monday. She added that the rising
cost of living in Los Angeles,
increased fuel and energy costs,

and additional money going
toward city employees’ benefits
all add strain to City Hall’s
expenses. Next year’s budget also
accounts for additional operating
expenses to staff new facilities
like the new Main Library and the
Virginia Avenue Park expansion.

IT’S PAYBACK TIME

Next year’s $15 million surplus
will most likely be spent immedi-
ately — all in the form of pay-
backs from various City Hall cof-
fers, including $10 million to pay
off a loan from the water fund so
the city could purchase the old
Fisher Lumber site for a possible
park at 14th Street and Olympic
Boulevard.

An estimated $300,000 surplus
is expected for the 2005-06 budget
after loans are paid back and
money is set aside for various
anticipated projects, like the reno-
vation of the old Marion Davies
Estate at 415 PCH. City Hall’s
contribution, along with a $21
million grant from the Annenberg
Foundation, will be used to reha-

See SURPLUS, page 6

Home business taxes, fees to be reconsidered

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Artists, writers
and other Santa Monica residents
working from home may soon
qualify for city tax and fee exemp-
tions that would save them money.

The Santa Monica City Council
directed staff last week to come up
with a proposal to amend City
Hall’s current business license law
to provide a small business
exemption and to lower the home
business planning fee and assess-
ment on a one-time only basis.

City staff has prepared the
change so that small business
owners with annual gross receipts
of up to $40,000 would be
exempted from paying the city’s
business license tax.

The council is set to discuss the
change on Wednesday, with the
hopes of adopting it in time to be

“Everyone benefits with fewer cars on the
road going from home to work and back.”

KEVIN MCKEOWN
Santa Monica City Councilman

part of the July 1 billing cycle.

Councilman Kevin McKeown
said he has been pushing hard for
a repeal of the small home busi-
ness tax for a number of reasons,
including sustainability issues —
arguing that people working at
home don’t commute and pollute
as much, and tend to dine and shop
close to home.

“Everyone benefits with fewer
cars on the road going from home
to work and back,” McKeown said.

McKeown also said he believes
local businesses and restaurants
thrive on neighborhood customers

who don’t spend their money out
of town, near their respective
places of employment.

“Santa Monica seeks sustain-
ability — environmentally and
economically — and removing the
small home business tax would be
an incentive for creating a more
sustainable  local lifestyle,”
McKeown said. “Any revenue
loss to the city might be partly bal-
anced by a bump in local sales tax,
as Santa Monica neighborhood
businesses gain home-working
daytime customers.”

City Hall’s audit of the number
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of home businesses within Santa
Monica over the past year has
shown there are a significant num-
ber of very small businesses locat-
ed within the city.

As of April, approximately 75
percent of the new businesses
licensed during the audit reported
less than $40,000 in gross receipts
during 2004. In many instances,
those businesses are operated from
the owner’s home.

Officials discovered the non-
paying businesses by comparing
the city’s business license data-
base against state tax returns, doc-
uments they’ve had access to since
legislators passed AB 63 in 2001,
according to Steve Stark, City
Hall’s director of finance.

Any business that grosses less
than $60,000 a year in Santa
Monica must pay an annual $75

See HOME BUSINESS, page 7
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Talk biz or news, Libra

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* k% kx-Dynamic k**k-Positive *kk-Average **-So0-so k-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* %% You might be mellow and easy-
going as the sun rises, but by sunset you’ll have
difficulty curbing your temper. What will help you
stay in control? Try taking a walk to gain deeper
insight. Try to stop running that inner tape in your
mind over and over. Tonight: Feelings flourish.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

k%% A partner tosses another view
into the mix. Don’t negate this option; work with
this person’s idea. You'll develop a sound path of
action. Teamwork draws you into the winner’s
circle. Relax more. Feelings heat up to a point of
discomfort. Tonight: Be a duo.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% Often, you think you are right; but
then that is your opinion. Open up and listen to
another’s pros and cons. You might be amazed at
how solid a project or concept becomes if you
incorporate others’ suggestions. Let others lead.
You might like the results. Tonight: Say yes to an
invitation.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% You might be a bit bogged down by
work and others’ expectations. Verify what you
hear. Confirm meetings. Once you relax with a
partner, you'll become a lot happier. Give up a
need to control. Sometimes you sabotage your-
self this way. Tonight: Put your feet up.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

* %% %% Where others flounder, you
come up smelling like a rose. Though others can
be difficult or contentious, you use their dis-
agreement positively. Combine the many differ-
ent ideas that come with a superb thought.
Tonight: Act as if there is no tomorrow.

\IIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

J %% Pressure builds, and you might want
to cocoon, for good reason. The problem lies in
the fact that you might have difficulty vanishing.
Others want and need your feedback. Try to avoid
losing your temper, if possible. Tonight: Screen
calls.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

%% %% Though you might be taken
aback by someone’s attitude, don’t react. Be the
ever-diplomatic Libra as you decide how much
you want to play into this situation.
Communication tosses you into the limelight.
Tonight: Talk business or news over dinner.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

)| *** Your finances take precedence. You
are not getting the full story about a key situation.
Take your time. A partner wants to indulge you.
Why not enjoy his or her treat? Lose your judg-

mental ways. Be open to different styles. Tonight:
Gather your bills.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% %% Just because someone doesn’t
agree with you doesn’t mean you won't find a
midpoint or solution. You have magnetism, wit
and the ability to read between the lines. Push for
what you want. Tonight: Beam in what you want.

r@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

2@ % As you gather information, you might
want to test the concepts on others. Still, you
might not want to reveal the whole story or every-
thing that you are thinking. Follow a hunch with a
gift or new purchase. Tonight: Curl up with a
book.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Do not compromise a dream or
long-term desire. A friend or group of people
plays a role in your success. Don’t overspend, but
buy what you believe is necessary. Your values
and affection for key people encourage a celebra-
tion. Tonight: Live for the moment.

\x« PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)

J % %% Others seek you out. Accept addi-
tional responsibility gracefully. At some point you
could be irritated — curb your temper. Look to
the long term. You will know what to do. Check in
with an authority figure. Tonight: Late dinner.

AUDIT PENDING
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LOCAL

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Musical memories of college

By Daily Press staff

Even theater can be a time to reminisce.

The Santa Monica Oceanaires Barbershop Chorus, a non-profit group founded in
1976 and an official chapter of The Harmony Society, will present their annual
show, “College Daze,” which recalls the days of college when the Oceanaires get
together for a reunion.

“The Oceanaires’ shows are always meant to be fun for the entire family,” said
chorus president Marty Mitnick.

“The Stage Hogs,” an award-winning barbershop quartet with their own unique
brand of comedy, will be the featured guest performers. The Oceanaires men’s cho-
rus will perform old and new favorites, including “Goodnight Sweetheart,”
“California, Here I Come,” “Slow Boat to China” and “Aura Lee.”

The show will commence on Saturday, May 28, at the Westwood United
Methodist Church’s Fellowship Hall, 10497 Wilshire Blvd. Free parking is avail-
able. Show times are 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for general admission,
and $10 for seniors and children. Mail checks to: The Santa Monica Oceanaires,
2821 Anchor Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064-4605. For group sales, please contact
Ken Scholtz at (310) 837-9640.

Friends of Sunset Park to hold annual meeting

By Daily Press staff

Friends of Sunset Park, one of Santa Monica’s largest and most active neighbor-
hood organizations, has announced its annual general membership meeting, open to
all residents of Sunset Park.

Formed in 1989, Friends of Sunset Park (FOSP) is a non-profit, all-volunteer
city-recognized organization dedicated to improving the quality of life in the Sunset
Park area of Santa Monica. Sunset Park is bordered by Lincoln Boulevard on the
west, Pico Boulevard on the north, Centinela on the east, and Dewey Street and
Ozone Avenue to the southern city limits .

Discussion topics will include the new SMC Bundy/airport campus; the update
of the city’s general plan; how to reduce noise and fumes from Santa Monica
Airport; desired improvements on Lincoln, Ocean Park, and Pico boulevards, an

See BRIEFS, page 7

Walter Soriano accurately described that this photo was taken in
front of 515 Ocean Ave. Soriano has won a gift certificate to 1zzy’s

Deli. Check out Monday’s edition for the next mystery photo contest.

CORRECTION — In the Weekend, May 21-22 edition, there was an
error in the article regarding a regional dispatch system for the fire department.
The City Council didn’t approve the system at its May 17 meeting. It was only
discussed.
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NW wind swell diminishes in the next couple of days,
with smaller surf on tap as we enter into the coming
holiday weekend; however, we do have some SW

swells headed our way

Tuesday is looking like a small to moderate day as the
NW wind swell sticks around with some short-period,
chest-high sets. SW is looking minor: waist high or so.

Today the
water Is:

Write us at alex@smdp.com

and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.
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Santa Monica College is looking for a new presi-
dent to replace Dr. Piedad Robertson. A search com-
mittee has been formed to find the best candidate.
Meanwhile, Tom Donner is serving as interim presi-
dent until the end of this year.

SMC in the past has had a tumultuous relationship
with City Hall, with many elected leaders and communi-
ty members accusing the college of disregarding the fact
that the institution is growing at a rapid rate, therefore

negatively affecting residents’ quality of life here.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “What quali-
ties should the next president of SMC possess and
what issues will he or she need to address?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition. Please
try to limit your comments to a minute or less. It might
help to think first about the wording of your response.

PROBLEMS?
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PERSONAL » BUSINESS ¢ OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION

Racism has become
the battle cry of weak

City spending isn’t adding up
Editor:

Councilman Shriver won a landslide by promising to eliminate the arrogance
rampant at City Hall. I hope he does a better job of checking staff’s propaganda than
the Daily Press did in “city service fees overflow.” Council and taxpayers must
demand the facts of where our money goes, not just write blank checks.

First, the rate increase figures given by the Daily Press are simply wrong. Under
staff’s proposal, the three-year and four-year rate increases would be 11 to 15 per-
cent each year, not just the first year. Any graduate of our school system should be
able to do the math: household water rates rise from $52 to $76 under the three-year
plan and to $89 under the four-year plan. Your numbers are equally wrong for the
waste fund, where the rate today is $62 and the proposed increases vary from $78
to $109. The numbers you cite for multi-family and commercial properties are
wrong for the same reason.

The problems are worse in the “talking trash” paragraphs. The article’s comment
that the solid waste fund being close to reaching “a $3 million comfort level” has no
basis in fact. About waste, finance director Stark said Tuesday night that “this fund
doesn’t really have reserve funds.” The reality is right there in the city presentation:
this year the solid waste fund will go deep into the red, with a $1.2 million deficit.
The water and wastewater funds follow waste into the red in 2006 and 2007. This is
not a “comfort level.” This is a total failure by the manager of these funds: Craig
Perkins.

Revenues have not declined. In fact, revenues already go up every year. So why
are the funds going broke? Out of control spending. Councilman Ken Genser said it
Tuesday night: let us have information, not a request for a blank check. Where did
the $43 million reserve go? And where does staff propose to spend the new millions
that it wants from us?

I request that the Daily Press correct your errors. And I hope the council will ask
the hard questions before raising taxes. “Trust us” should not work, especially after
$43 million disappears.

Frank Jones
Santa Monica

Being taxed to death
Editor:

A city government that gloats a booming local economy, a $350 million annual
budget and over-spends hundreds of millions on ego-driven projects is proposing
20- to 50-percent utility fee hikes. Unbelievable. Oh, and don’t forget to add the 10
percent utility tax to the rate hikes.

If you thought the criticism of City Hall hubris was exaggerated, think again
while you write the check and then another and then another and then another.

The only way to stop City Hall is vote out the incumbents and hire new staff.

Peter Tigler
Santa Monica

Take it easy on the homeless
Editor:

After reading Mr. R. Chris Cruz’ letter to this fine newspaper (SMDP, May 19,
page 4), I am elated. Mr. Cruz has shown the initiative which all the homeless in
Santa Monica should show. He has used his voice to tell his story. He has used his
voice to show those who would show contempt prior to investigation for the Santa
Monica homeless community of that we who belong to the homeless community are
human beings. We are not refuse that is cast upon the doorstep of this great city, but
a people who are living on the brink of and sometimes falling into despair. Living
our lives one day at a time just to survive.

We are a people, whom in some circles of society are deemed worthless, stereo-
typed as dirty smelly drunk drug-addicted criminals whose only contribution to
society is to live off the fortunes of others through begging, robbing or drug deal-
ing, or through the homeless agencies which are supported by the city and people
within this city who care. And while I am not saying this does not go on within this
community, it is not a representation of the community as a whole. Mr. Cruz has
chosen to have a voice within this society, chosen to use his right to free speech and
speak out against those who would undermine the self-esteem of anyone who is
homeless, who is trying to put his or her life back together through any legal means
necessary.

This feeling of being cursed, which most of us who are homeless feel at one time
or another to some lesser or greater degree, is a by-product of the unkind words and
treatment of the homeless community by those who do not want us around. And, I
feel these people and entities do not want us around because we are but a very visu-
al symptom of the real disease — that of which is the greed and avarice which has
permeated this society and is one of the major causes of homelessness and poverty
within this great country of ours. They do not want anyone to notice their hand in
the cookie jar and have to have a smokescreen up so we will not notice this is going
on behind the scenes, thus any loss of income within the business is blamed upon
the Santa Monica homeless community as a whole, not on the high cost of virtual-
ly everything needed to sustain a quality of life.

He has shown through this short synopsis of his story the discrimination which
has been shown to those of us who are homeless in finding work and housing
because of the fact that we are homeless. Discrimination being in the form of not

See LETTERS, page 5

WHAT’S
THE POINT?

BY DAVID PISARRA

I guess I'm in good company these
days since I’ve been labeled a racist. That
puts me in the same company as Mexico’s
president Vicente Fox and world-famous
comedian Bill Cosby.

I personally don’t agree with that char-
acterization, of me, or of them. I think that
the sledgehammer of being called a racist
is used by those who are hearing what
they don’t want to hear in an effort to
squash the truth of the statements.

If Social Security is the Third Rail of
American Politics, then race, and its dis-
cussions, is the nuclear core that one
should not go into without an asbestos suit.

Racism — the Oxford dictionary defines
it as “the belief that all members of a race
possess specific characteristics or abilities
so as to distinguish them as superior or infe-
rior.” It continues on, to state that racism “is
also comprised of a prejudice, discrimina-
tion, or antagonism directed at someone of
a different race based on such a belief.”

Thus, to be a racist, by the dictionary
definition, one must believe that all mem-
bers of a race have a specific trait, and
then use that belief to discriminate against
an individual member of the race.

So in order for me to be a racist, |
would have to believe that all black people
have one thing in common, which is
unique to them as a race. According to the
African Population Project — a collabora-
tive effort between Colorado State
University and the Poudre School District
— the African population is 10 percent of
the world. For the sake of discussion, let’s
just assume it’s correct, and guesstimate
that population at 200 million people.

But that is not all the black population in
the world. There are black people in
America — they are called African
Americans. They make up 10 percent of
America, so that’s another 30 million or so.

Then there are the blacks in the
Caribbean, Central and South America,
and throughout Europe. Let’s just pick a
round number, again for discussion’s sake
and call it another 30 million people.

That makes about 260 million black
people in the world, or about one-eighth
of the total population globally.

What kind of trait would possibly be so
endemic that it could cross cultures, lan-
guages, geographic boundaries, biology,
and not mutate? Beyond the obvious
answer that all members of the black race
are at risk for a certain type of disease, the
same way that the Ashkenazi Jewish, some
French Canadians, and the Louisiana
Cajun people are at risk for Tay-Sachs dis-
ease, there is very little that every member
of the 260 million black population has in
common with each other.

As humans, we categorize. We think in
pictures and we try to make life manage-
able by breaking it down into the smallest
parts so that we can think in the quickest
manner. Frequently this human trait is

invaluable. We need to be able to discern
who is a crazy lunatic and who is just
eccentric. We need, as humans, to make
decisions and determinations about peo-
ple in every transaction and interchange
we have.

The problem is that the trait which is
useful most of the time is sometimes not
so accurate. For example, there’s a man |
know who has a grey scraggly beard, and
long stringy grey hair, and he wears paint-
covered old ratty jeans, and a well-worn
baseball cap. Frankly, he looks like a
homeless person. Turns out though, he is
an artist, is self-supporting and leads quite
a respectable life.

Judging people based on a few pieces
of information is usually faulty. I’ve had
business relationships with people who
looked, and grew up, like me, and they
lied and cheated, stole and embezzled
from me and their other business partners.
They committed heinous fraud and mis-
management, and then slunk away in the
middle of the night without the good man-
ners to at least forthrightly tell us that the
business had been run into the ground.

I’ve had business relationships with
people who were nothing like me superfi-
cially, and they were the nicest, most hon-
est, trustworthy people I could imagine.

It is a mistake to say that all people of
any group are a certain way.

True racism comes from ignorance and
an inability to look at one’s self squarely.
The inability to face facts and truth is the
heart and soul of the racist.

This is not to say that I don’t have
racist thoughts. I do. I believe most of us
do — particularly when we are angry,
scared or frustrated. The question is what
do we do with those thoughts. Our
thoughts are not our actions. And in life it
is our actions that matter and upon which
we are judged.

President Fox said that Mexicans are
doing “jobs that even blacks won’t take in
America.” His statement was poorly
worded, his use of the word “blacks” was
inelegant and inaccurate, but the truth of
its meaning is real. Mexicans are doing
work that no one else is willing to do.

Cosby stood up and said that parents
who spend $500 on sneakers but don’t
buy education materials are at least partly
to blame for their own lack of success in
society. That’s a true statement. Of
course, it could also be said about white
crackers who go to Monster Truck rallies
rather than read a book.

The terms “racism” and “racist,” have
become the battle cry of the weak, those
people who are incapable of clearly artic-
ulating their thoughts and emotions. It has
become the sledgehammer used to end
discussion, when, if anything, it should be
a source point for discussion to begin.

Racism exists. I don’t deny that. I just
think that we need to discuss what it is
before we go hurling it about as the
nuclear weapon of politics.

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments. He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-9969.)

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are

encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are
libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. Al letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for
purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-
9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Is it hot in here? Try

these tips to keep cool 1 $30 99

ANY DAY
IN LA

BY HEIDI MANTEUFFEL

It’s only May and LA is already incur-
ring days of 92 degrees and higher. It
wouldn’t be so bad if buildings actually
ventilated. But, unfortunately, many LA
apartments feel like 80 at 8 p.m. I don’t
get how, in a town with landlords charg-
ing exorbitant prices, they can’t install air
conditioning in their apartment units.

I think mistaking my purple soap dis-
penser as my hair gel was a tip off that
I’'m not getting enough sleep because of
the heat. In a nod to all the magazines
with their “Top 10 moves that drive a guy
crazy,” or “Top 10 blushes that make your
cheeks boom,” that I’ve been reading as
of late, I decided to make my own list.
The Top 10 ways to say, “Screw you,
heat” — or more appropriately,

Top 10 ways to stay cool this summer:

1. Fan City. Make your own air condi-
tioning unit by buying two fans to venti-
late your windows. If you have a window
with a ledge, buy flat fans, and place one
facing towards you to draw in the cold air
at night, and one away from you to get the
hot air the heck out of your building. If
you don’t have a ledge, buy taller stand-
ing fans that can do the same purpose.
This makes my room about 10 degrees
cooler than the rest of the apartment.

2. Cooler comforter. I myself have a
down-like duvet (worst way to go in the
summer). [ traded it out for my cotton
comforter that actually breathes. If you
want the comforter feeling without all the
heat, roll up the comforter so that it hits
your calves and mid back, but does not
completely swallow you whole.

3. Cold shower. Not just for hormone-
driven boys anymore. This is the best way
to start a new day when the temperature is
already 80 degrees outside.

4. Barnes & Noble. Heck, any store
that has an air conditioner will do. Barnes
& Noble and Borders stores are great,
though, because you can go under the pre-
tense that you’re “reading,” and just
mooch off the air conditioning all day.
Midday movies aren’t a bad idea either.

5. Get your own. They have fairly
inexpensive window air conditioners at
Fry’s for about $100. If you can do this,
I’d say it’s definitely worth the invest-
ment. I’ve looked into it, and unfortunate-
ly, mine would fall on passing pedestrians
in the alleyway.

6. The cool liquid game. Not the dating
game. Cool sodas and Slurpees can tem-
porarily cool your body from the inside out.
You can even make meals out of Jamba
Juice and homemade protein shakes. Or,
just eat somewhere that has air conditioning.

7. Order out. Have someone else heat
up their kitchen and deliver the food to
you. Ovens are one of the quickest ways
to make your living rooms unbearable.
Microwaves will do the trick in reducing
heat, too.

8. Think cool thoughts. You think I’'m
kidding? You can cool your body part off
by thinking of glaciers, tundra, and miles
of artic ice ... but use this as an absolute
last resort. Cool thoughts, if living in the
Valley, only take you so far.

9. Public pool it. I know, I know, LA
isn’t really a YMCA-friendly place. But if
you could “slum” it for about 15 minutes,
I say take the plunge. If you can’t, find a
rich friend who doesn’t mind being taken
advantage of. I hear baby pools with gar-
den hose water do all right, too.

10. You can always move. No one’s
making you live in LA. Who dragged you
to live by the beach? Oh wait, no one. If
they did, this could be the perfect reason
to break up with them — over air condi-
tioning. Just tell them you need to cool
things down.

(Have any other ideas to cool off for
summer? Let Heidi know at anydayin-
la@gmail.com.)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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having an address or being red-flagged for the address we use as our mailing
addresses, which are the various homeless agencies in the area, who by their very
inception and design, are there to help us get on our feet.

I strongly feel in my heart Mr. Cruz’s story is not unique to any of us who reside
within the Santa Monica homeless community. As a matter of fact, his story is quite
common and is very familiar to those of us who live our lives on the streets of Santa
Monica. Yes, the Santa Monica homeless community is comprised of people who
have had wives, husbands, children, places to live, jobs, girlfriends, pets, cars, and
paid taxes and lived normal lives, at one time, like anyone who is reading this paper
that is housed. Many of us were and can be again productive members so society if
given the right opportunity to do so. If shown the tolerance, love and compassion as
human beings and American citizens, not kicked and treated like trash, as some of
those who read this think we are.

The reason I say this is this, you never know, in today’s severe economic mael-
strom in which we all inhabit, when you yourself will be the next Mr. Cruz. You
never know when there might come a day when the same agencies and people you
deride as being failures, as being refuse within society, you yourself find yourself
there among the Santa Monica homeless community.

Charles Springer
Homeless in Santa Monica

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!

and you’re ready for a
stroll on the beach or
lunch at an outdoor cafe.

MogellankCh

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES

1006 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
At Wilshire & 10th, ten blocks
up from the beach.

Open Monday ~ Saturday from 10 to 6
Sunday 11to 4

www.magellans.com
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Staffers to present balanced budget in June

SURPLUS, from page 1

bilitate and create community recreational
space on the five-acre site.

The council this week will hold study
sessions to pour over the budget, which
contains thousands of pages and details
line item revenue streams and expendi-
tures. City staffers plan to present a bal-
anced budget to the City Council for
approval during a June 21 public hearing.

City Hall’s general fund grew about $9
million over last year, with $3.2 million
extra generated from the hotel bed tax
increase, passed by voters last November.
Another $5.8 million in growth stems
from increased sales taxes, according to
Steve Stark, City Hall’s finance director.

BREAKING IT DOWN
Local taxes will make up $146 million,
or nearly 70 percent of City Hall’s fund-
ing. They include: the utility users tax
($30.6 million); sales tax ($30.3 million);

transient occupancy tax ($27 million);
property taxes ($26.1 million); business
license taxes ($19.2 million) and all other
taxes ($13.5 million).

In addition to the money it receives
from taxes that go directly into the gener-
al fund, City Hall also receives $60 mil-
lion from its Big Blue Bus service; $41
million from its water, wastewater and
solid waste services; $42 million from its
redevelopment; $17 million through its
self-insurance; $15 million through the
housing authority; and $8.3 million
through its vehicle management.

Of City Hall’s $418 million in estimat-
ed expenditures, “general expenses”
account for roughly half, or $208 million
of overall projected expenses — 67.7 per-
cent go toward city salaries, benefits and
retirement. In addition, supplies consume
roughly $52 million, or about 25 percent,
of the general expenses. Money ear-
marked for capital improvements make up
a smaller portion of next year’s budget,

Private Fitness Center

¢ No Crowds

3011 Wilshire Blvd.

¢ THE ULTIMATE WORKOUT
in under an hour

* Revolutionary Private Training

o As low as $20/per session

* Flexible Scheduling

Santa Monica

A play SO POWERFUL... SO OVERWHELMING...

that it changed the American Theaire...
forever

edward olbee's

Sante Masica Civic Light Opere PRESENTS Santa Manice High Schoal Theatre

May 19, 20, 21, 26, 27 and 28
Mature Audiences Only

310-458-3939

WWW.SMCLO.ORG

HUHAHITIES.
THEATER L0

“People in Santa Monica will have some wonderful
things from the legacy of the '90s.”

SUSAN MCCARTHY
Santa Monica City Manager

roughly $15 million, or 7 percent of the
general expenses.

City Hall’s Big Blue Bus system makes
up $49 million, or 12 percent, of next
year’s overall projected expenses.
Redevelopment will likely account for
another $43.7 million. City Hall’s solid
waste, wastewater and water management
services together will account for $48 mil-
lion (or 12 percent) of the expenses. All
other expenditures, including the housing
authority, vehicle management and the
city’s self-insurance will account for $36
million, or nearly 9 percent of the budget.

PRIORITIZING

McCarthy said in putting together the
proposed budget, staff considered the
ongoing requests of elected officials and
members of the community, which were
discussed during the mid-year review
process earlier this year.

Priorities that the City Council have
voiced its support for include better man-
agement of the impacts on the community
from the homeless community; improving
the quality of life for the Pico neighbor-
hood and improving customer service at
City Hall, to name a few.

Two additional “homeless liaison”
police officers will be hired specifically to
assist homeless individuals, and more park
rangers also will be employed to patrol the
city’s parks. A graffiti technician will be
hired to address increased street art in the
Pico neighborhood, and another position is
to be created to assist with an at-risk youth
program run by City Hall.

“The budget plan is to meet the grow-
ing needs of the community,” McCarthy
said.

According to McCarthy, a number of
Santa Monica’s capital improvement pro-
jects, conceived during the economic
boom of the 1990s, also are coming to
fruition.

“People in Santa Monica will have
some wonderful things from the legacy of
the ’90s,” she said.

McCarthy said in addition to the
Virginia Avenue Park expansion, Santa
Monicans can look forward to the new
Santa Monica Library opening in January,
followed by the creation of the Airport
Park, expected to be ready in August of
2006.

But with those projects come increased

operational costs, which next year’s bud-
get takes into account.

City Hall plans on hiring two new staff
members for the Virginia Avenue Park
expansion, slated to open this October.
The expansion underway at the 9.5-acre
park will include a campus of buildings to
house the Police Activities League gym,
community meeting rooms, a youth center
and a police substation.

One of the new staff positions for
Virginia Avenue Park would be an adult
and youth programming coordinator. The
other post would be a neighborhood ser-
vices coordinator. City Hall is not plan-
ning on hiring any additional officers for
the new police substation at the park,
instead, officials hope to reconfigure cur-
rent police staffing to accommodate the
site.

McCarthy said other investments will
be made in improving the city’s Web site
to enhance its customer service online and
improving wireless communications at
new facilities such as the library.

“We are trying to take advantage of the
city’s fiber optic network,” she said.

TURNING THE LIGHTS BACK ON

Over the past three years, City Hall has
made cuts in nearly every department to
account for multi-million dollar deficits.
As a result, many city services have been
cut.

“One of the things about belt-tighten-
ing is that it makes you look at your pro-
gramming more closely,” McCarthy said.
“There were little budget decisions in
each department, and most of what went
on were small changes designed not to
harm. There was no high drama.”

But ignoring landscaping, street lighting
and other neighborhood upkeep projects
for too long could become problematic.
That’s why next year’s budget aims to
restore many services left by the wayside.

McCarthy said extra efforts will be
made to trim trees and maintain city land-
scaping throughout Santa Monica, efforts
presently on the backburner.

“As usual, we tried to listen to what the
council and community has been saying it
wants,” McCarthy said. “We are always
trying to respond to those issues.
Fortunately, we are more capable this year
than we have been in the past couple of
years.”

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Billed home businesses
have seen fees waived

HOME BUSINESS, from page 1

licensing fee, plus $20 for having the fee
processed. Businesses that earn more than
$60,000 pay a percentage depending on
the services they offer.

MBIA, an outside consultant, was hired
to bill unlicensed businesses under a con-
tract that entitled them to 30 percent of any
revenue collected. Businesses were billed
for unpaid licenses dating back to 2001,
plus penalties of 100 percent — but those
penalties and fees were later waived.

Not just home businesses were target-
ed, according to Stark, who said any unli-
censed business that turned up by com-
paring the two documents was billed for
back fees. Though there are exceptions
for things like garage sales and lemonade
stands, nearly any business that generates
revenue requires a license.

A few business activities, such as
administrative offices, taxicabs, delivery
services and lunch trucks, are taxed on a
basis other than gross receipts and
excluded from the proposed exemption.

The tax revenue the city receives from
small businesses with up to $40,000 in
gross receipts represents a little less than
3 percent of business tax collections,
according to city staff. Business license
tax revenue would be reduced by an esti-
mated $320,000 per year. In addition,
City Hall would forgo other fees and
charges collected in connection with the
business license tax — such as late pay-
ment penalties and planning review fees
— of approximately $220,000 for a total
potential reduction of up to $540,000.

There would be no reduction in admin-
istrative costs since all self-employed indi-
viduals will continue to register for an
annual business license in order to both
ensure that only qualified businesses are
exempted from the tax and that all city
permitting and other requirements are met.

However, the staff report said impacts of a
tax on small businesses can be significant.

Former City Councilwoman Cheryl
Rhoden, a representative of the Screen
Writers Guild, suggested that City Hall
consider creating a special tax exemption
applicable to screenwriters who work in
their homes as independent contractors
for studios or production companies.

Such independent contractors fall into
a special category under state law, and the
Guild has requested that City Hall give
those in that category special tax treat-
ment by exempting them from the busi-
ness license tax on the general theory that
they do not operate businesses.

The staff report said the Guild made the
same request to the city of Los Angeles,
which reportedly denied their request, but
instead created an exemption for all cre-
ative talent in the industry earning gross
receipts of under $300,000 per year.

“The artists I represent are not busi-
nesses, they are employees working for
employers,” Rhoden said. “In any given
year, half of the writers do not work.
There are long cycles of unemployment.”

Rhoden said that if the city reconsid-
ered the way it taxed and charged the
types of workers represented, it might go
far to help support the endeavors of these
individuals.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BRIEFS, from page 3
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how to set up a neighborhood watch program. Members also will vote for the board
of directors for 2005-06. The meeting will be held on Saturday, May 28, from 1:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m., at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 14th Street and Ocean Park
Boulevard. For more information, call (310) 358-7117.

Poetry contest for Santa Monica area residents

By Daily Press staff

Hollywood’s Famous Poets Society is sponsoring a new poetry contest, open to
everyone. There is no entry fee, and nothing to buy.

To enter, send one poem of 21 lines or less: Free Poetry Contest, 1626 N Wilcox
Ave., # 126, Hollywood, CA, 90028. Or enter on-line at www.famouspoets.com.

The winner will take home $1,000.

The deadline for entering is June 11. A winner’s list will be sent to all entrants.
Editors reserve the right to publish winning poems online or in a pamphlet.

Corsair wins 22 awards in statewide competition

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College’s Corsair newspaper won 22 awards, including first-place
honors for photo story/essay, in the Journalism Association of Community
Colleges’ statewide competition held in Sacramento.

The awards reflect achievements of the staff under fall semester editor Komfort
Akyempon — who also won a $100 scholarship from JACC — and current editor
Maliha Jafri. The faculty advisor is Barbara Baird.

Capturing a first place award was Randal Nachenberg for his photo story/essay
on the “Body Worlds” exhibit at the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles.

Also in the mail-in portion of the competition (from the fall semester Corsair
staff), second-, third- and fourth-place awards and honorable mentions went to Andi
Liu, Morgan Genser, Akyempon, Nehemiah Slaughter, Chad K. Uyeno, Jonpaul
Balak, Margaret Molloy, Ryan Duncan, Alejandro Arpiza, Fernando Aguirre, Jesus
“Z” Aguirre, Josef A. Hern and Brandie Harris.

Capturing second- and third-place honors and honorable mentions in the on-the-
spot competition were Jafri, Gathering Marbet, Marcia Brito, Uyeno, Balak,
Geoffrey Dunn, Genser, Alex Distefano and Cam Sanders.

*Requires new activatior

on 2-yr service agreement on $49.99 plan or higher
charges and restrict ly. Offers and
actual retal price of the phone. Price of phone wifiout activtion is $499.00.
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et nefmonth s ourcharge, ot atax.Rosming and long ges may apply. New Equipment tax  ossoson
withol
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24th Annual
Santa Monica Kiwanis
John Drescher Classic
Charity Golf Tournament

Monday, June 13, 2005
Braemar Country Club

Registration Deadline:
June 6, 2005

For more information about the tournament
Call (310) 613-1249 or visit www.kiwanisclubsm.org

Since 1923, The Santa Monica Kiwanis Club has given support to many
organizations that provide services like day care, leadership programs,
educational needs and safe environments for our youth to grow.

Come join us! Enjoy a great day of golf and help give back to the community.
Thank you to our generous sponsors for making this tournament possible.
First Federal Bank of California

Dr. John Gilmore
RAND Corporation Santa Monica Daily Press




Page 8 0 Tuesday, May 24, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

.SANTA MON

A WEEKLY LOOK AT EVENTS AND PROGRAM

| DEAR DORIE

Bribing will beget brats

Dear Dorie,

What do you think of rewards for good behavior?
Aren’t they the same thing as bribes? I have four chil-
dren and I find that I'm relying on the “rewards” a lot
more for the younger two. Are there any other options?

— Payola Mama

Dear Mama,

It’s a fact. The younger children in the family are par-
ented in very different ways, no matter how consistent
you try to be. When it comes to rewards, however, the
same rules apply to all children.

Ask yourself: are you starting the phrase with “if” as in
“If you clean up the blocks, I’1l give you a cookie?” That’s
a bribe. And let’s be clear, if you’re offering a cookie at 2
years of age, you should be to the Porsche by 16.

If, however, you’re rewarding good behavior with
legitimate praise, you’re right on track for “Mommy of
the Year.” The key is walking that very fine line. Praise
must be specific as in “You played a great game of soc-
cer. | liked your passing technique.” Praise also must be
non-manipulative. Avoid those back-handed compli-
ments, “You played a great game of soccer, now next
time you should ...”

There are always those wonderful parenting moments
where you can gush over their beauty and brains in
vague and sappy comments, but children are smart. They
know real praise when they feel it, and with enough of it,
the good behavior comes naturally.

— Dorie

(Dorie Meek is director of the Infant & Family
Support Program, provided by Saint John’s Health
Center in partnership with the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District. Submit your questions to “Dear
Dorie” at meek@smmusd.org, or call (310) 452-6132;
fax (310) 452-6392).

Baby Safe your
drinking water

Babies are more sensitive to the chlorine and
hard minerals found in local tap water.

Call for the New Mom
water treatment package today.

1828 Lincoln ¢ 310-450-6300

/" THE LACTATION STATION

* One-on-One Consultations
« Breastfeeding Support Groups

« Breastfeeding Education and
Support Line

« Pump Rentals
« Supplies and Equipment

b .4 . 1,
Saint John’s
Health Center

1328 Twenty Second Street

Kids dancing with danger
when overindulging at prom

How Much
Is Enough?

- By David J. Bredehoft, Ph.D.

“Once a dance, prom has ballooned into a spendy
extravaganza of lavish limos, dinners and parties. Prom
night is huge, price tag’s gigantic” states the front page
of the Minneapolis Star-Tribune headline on April 30,
2005.

Web pages such as PerfectProm.com, PromSpot.com
and Promsnet.com are fueling this industry by creating an
aura surrounding proms which elevate these events to the
same status that weddings once held. They suggest in
order for your teen to have the “perfect prom,” plans have
to be made months in advance and must include: Tickets,
prom dresses/tuxedos, accessories, a boutonniere/corsage,
photographs, getting hair/nails/make-up done, renting a
limousine, dinner plans and after-prom parties.

Total tab for this extravaganza for one couple, accord-
ing to PromSpot.com:

M Hair: $60-$150

B Clothing: $225-$625

B Flowers: $17-$105

B Transportation: $0-$400

M Dinner: $0-$150

B Tickets: $100-$200

B Photos: $25-$75

B After party: $0-$150

B Total: $427-$1,855

B In some areas the costs are higher with moms pay-
ing $4,000 or more for the prom dress.

Is this price tag shocking? And to market it all to your
teen, schools and local businesses are joining together by
creating “prom days.” Sponsored by schools, these prom
days showcase florists, local restaurants, photographers,
and tuxedo and limousine companies — a kind of one-
stop shopping experience. Has the quest for the perfect
prom turned into overindulgence?

COMING TO A NEIGHBORHOOD NEAR YOU
— JUNIOR HIGH MINI PROM NIGHTS

With that kind of marketing, is it surprising that “mini
prom nights” are now a common event in junior high and
middle schools? The junior high school in which my wife
teaches has always had an end-of-the-year ninth grade
dance, but now this dance has turned into a “mini prom.”
On the day of the dance, girls are absent from classes,
with parental blessing, to get their hair and nails done. It
doesn’t stop there. Boys rent tuxes and arrive with their

dates in Humvee stretch limos with after-party reserva-
tions at high-dollar restaurants.

IS THIS OVERINDULGENCE?

“How Much is Enough?” a book based on three
research studies with 1,195 adults describes overindul-
gence this way: Overindulging children is giving them
too much of what looks good, too soon, and for too long.
It is giving them things or experiences that are not appro-
priate for their age or their interests and talents. It is the
process of giving things to children to meet the adult’s
needs, not the child’s.

WHY SHOULD PARENTS CARE
IF THEY OVERINDULGE OR NOT?
Overindulging children can cause them pain in their
adult lives. Our research found that those who were
overindulged often have difficulties such as:
B Delaying gratification.
B Becoming competent in everyday skills.
B Taking personal responsibility.
B Knowing what is enough.
B Giving up being the center of attention.

WHAT CAN PARENTS DO INSTEAD?

There are many ways that parents can resist prom
overindulgence. Some of them are:

B Have a co-parent discussion and come to agreement
about how your values factor into the decisions you make
to further your teen’s development regarding the prom.

B Have a prom budget discussion with your teen early
in the planning stage.

B Once a reasonable budget amount has been jointly
established, ask your teen to contribute half of the
amount and you offer to contribute the other half.

B Set reasonable expectations about prom night cur-
few and enforce it.

B Remind your teen that attending school is a require-
ment and going to the prom is a privilege. Missing school
for hair appointments, etc. is not allowed

B Review and discuss rules about sex and alcohol.

To participate in a new study on overindulgence and
relationships, log onto www.overindulgence.info.

(David J. Bredehoft Ph.D., Jean Ilisley Clarke Ph.D.,
and Connie Dawson Ph.D., are co-authors of “How
Much Is Enough? Everything You Need to Know to Steer
Clear of Overindulgence and Raise Likeable, Responsible
and Respectful Children — From Toddlers to Teens.”
Bredehoft is chair of the social and behavioral sciences
department at Concordia University-St. Paul and can be
reached at bredehoft@csp.edu. To read more about
overindulgence go to www.overindulgence.info.)

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

w.i?

ﬁiﬁ

bda “* Announce the arrival of

your newest family
member.

Santa Manica, CA 90404-2091
QSIO) 829-8944 - www.stjohns.org

“4 The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday .|
- Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) for details.
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FOR SANTA MONICA PARENTS AND PARENTS TO BE

SPECIAL EVENTS

THURSDAY - SUNDAY, MAY 26 - 29
SESAME STREET LIVE — ELMO’S COLORING
BOOK

Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, $15 - $35, all
seats $12 on opening night.

Call 805-583-8700 for more info and show
times.

SUNDAY, MAY 29

BRENTWOOD 5K/10K, COMMUNITY WALK
and KIDDIE K

A Memorial Day tradition that attracts over
3,000 participants. The 5k Run/Walk begins at
8:00 a.m., 10k at 8:45 a.m., Kiddie K for ages
12 and under at 9:45 a.m. For more info call
828-4123 or visit www.w2promotions.com.
11640 San Vicente Blvd.

FAMILY MUSIC DAY at LACMA - 12:30 - 3:15

p.m.
5905 Wilshire Blvd. Live, interactive music
concerts and gallery tours. Today’s program is
“Courtly Dances and Music.” Free with admis-
sion: $9 adults, kids are free.

310-204-5466

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS thru JUNE 26
BARNYARD MADNESS with the THREE LIT-
TLE PIGS

12:30 & 3:00 p.m. All singing! All dancing!
This zany Country and Western Romp is fun
family theatre for kids ages 2 — 102. $12
adults, $10.50 ages 12 and under. Santa
Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St., 394-9779,
ext. 2, www.santamonicaplayhouse.com.

COMING UP

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 — DYNAMIC LEARNING
& LISTENING CENTER

Open House Informational Meeting — 7:00 —
8:15 p.m. Learn how their Therapeutic
Listening Program is a drug-free answer to
treating many learning and developmental
delays. Call 827-5059 to register. 1728 Abbot
Kinney Blvd., Venice.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH - KID’S NATURE FES-
TIVAL

15TH Annual Event by the Children’s Nature
Institute

10:00a.m. — 4:00 p.m., Temescal Gateway
Park, 15601 Sunset Blvd, Pacific Palisades

A day to play and learn about nature for babies
to 8-year-olds and their families. Over 30
Activity Booths, Silent Auction, Nature Store,
Costumes and more!

Visit www.childrensnatureinstitute.org or call
998-1151 for more info.

MAY 31 — Registration begins for the YMCA’s
summer session of Parent/Me Gym & Swim
Classes, Tumbling Toddler Time, Baby
Massage, Tiny Tumblers and more. Session
dates are June 25 — Sept. 2. Call 393-2721,
ext. 107 for more info. 1332 6th St.

SUMMER CAMPS, SWIM and COMMUNITY
CLASSES offered by the City of Santa Monica.
The city provides children of all ages with a
variety of recreation enrichment activities
including camps, sports, dancing, crafts and
yoga. For details pick-up a copy of Seascape at
Joslyn or Reed Park (also other locations
around town), or call 458-2239.

TUESDAY

Movies for Moms! May 24 —Unleashed — star-
ring Jet Li, Bob Hoskins and Morgan Freeman.

Action/Drama, Rated “R.”

11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade — for Moms and babies newborn —
1 year old. Doors open early for socializing and
getting comfortable.

Visit www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms  for
details.

Storytelling

Main Library — held at Reed Park, corner of 7th
and Wilshire.

Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m. For 2 year olds
with adult.

Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5

Fairview Branch Library — 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd — 310-450-0443.

Cuentos Para Pequenos — 10:00 a.m., six-
week series in Spanish for 24 — 36 month olds
with adult. Current session April 26 — May 31.
Lap Time — 11:00 a.m, six-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant & Family Support Program.
Current session April 26 — May 31.

Twilight Story Time -7pm — an ongoing pro-
gram for 3-5 year olds.

Montana Avenue Branch Library — 1704
Montana Ave — 310-829-7081.

Family Story Time — 7:00 p.m., all ages.
TERRIFIC TUESDAYS — 3:30 p.m., stories and
crafts for ages 5 — 9.

(Every other Tuesday - May 24).

Ocean Park Branch Library — 2601 Main St. —
310-392-3804.

Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30. Music,
rhymes and stories for 2 to 3 year olds.
Current session April 19 — May 24.

Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis

For ages infant to 3. 11:00 a.m. 116 North
Robertson, Plaza A, LA. 310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com

Barnes and Noble at the Grove

Storytime for ages 2 — 6. 10:00 a.m. 189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Classes

YWCA - A Place for Parents — Infant/Toddler
& Me Classes -

9:15 - 10:15 a.m. — Walkers to 3 years; 10:45
—11:45am. & 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. —ages O to 1
year; classes in partnership with the Infant and
Family Support Program. 2019 14th St. Call
452-3881for details and prices.

YMCA - Attachment Parenting Classes -
2:00 — 3:30 p.m., 1332 Sixth St.,, 393-2721
(ask for Shelana Philip-Guide or Audrey Meyer).
This new class for mothers/dads and babies up
to 12 months is presented by Karol Darsa,
PsyD, a licensed psychologist with extensive
experience working with children and families.
Fees: Members — 1 class - $40, 5 class pass -
$180; Non-members - $50, 5 class pass -
$200.

BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES -
7:00 - 9:30 p.m.

An advanced 10-week parent education
course.  Culver City/Westchester, $30 per
class/$40 materials. Also Thursdays, 6:30 —
9:30 p.m., West LA, $40 per class/$40 materi-
als. Continuous enrollment. For info call Jayne

A. Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting
Services, Inc., 310-823-7846,
jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise

Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA

10:00 — 11:00 a.m and 7:30 — 8:30 p.m; Free
for members, non-members $90 for 10 class-
es. (also Thursday nights 7:30 — 8:30 p.m.)

393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.

Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal — 12:15 — 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me — 1:45 — 3:00 p.m.

Mommy Care — at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise
Group — 7:00 — 8:00 p.m.. (babies welcome,
includes baby massage and workout at the end)
Itsy Bitsy Yoga — Tots (crawling to 24 months)
—10:00 — 11:00 a.m. Baby (6 weeks to pre-
crawling) — 11:00 — noon. With Khefri Riley at
Ocean Oasis, 1333 Ocean Ave. Register at
www.khefri.net or call 323-549-5383.

Stroller Strides Fitness Class — 9:30 a.m.
Mon. — Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle — Yoga for ages 4 -7, 4:00 —
5:15 p.m. (Students may be dropped off at 3:30
for indoor play, song and snacks). $18 drop-in,
discounted multiple week passes available,
reservations required. 1814 14th St., #208,
260-2736

Breastfeeding Group

The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Storytelling

The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge — 1630 Ocean
Park Blvd., 450-6052

10:30 a.m. Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee shop.
Fairview Branch Library — 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd — 310-450-0443.

Toddler Story Time — 9:30 a.m., for two year
olds.

Preschool Story Time — 10:30 a.m.; six-week
series for 3-5 year olds with adult.

Current session April 27 — June 1 for both..
Montana Avenue Branch Library — 1704
Montana Ave — 310-829-7081.

Lap Time - 10:15 & 11:15 a.m., ages 0-2.
Ocean Park Branch Library — 2601 Main St.
—-392-3804.

Preschool Twilight Story Time — 7:00 — 7:30
p.m. Parents/children ages 3-5.

Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion — 2 pm —
ages 2-5 — 310-475-4144

Border’s, Westwood — 11am — 310-475-3444.

Classes

Rhythm Child Parent & Me Rhythms, Santa
Monica Studios, 3025 Olympic Blvd., 9:30 —
10:15 a.m. Children explore rhythms through
drum play. Ages 6 mos. — 3.5 years; $100 for
8 weeks. Call 204-5466 or visit www.rhythm-
child.net for more info and session dates.
YWCA - A Place for Parents -Infant /Toddler
and Me (0-12 mos.) — 10:30 — 11:00 a.m,;
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal — 12:15 — 1:45pm, $15
Fitness for Moms — Babies Welcome! Step
Aerobics, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info. Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.

Stroller Strides Fitness Class — 9:30 a.m.
Mon. — Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle — Mommy and Me Yoga
(ages 4- 6), 1:00 — 2:00 p.m. and 2:00 — 3:00
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p.m Includes 15 minutes of indoor play and
song. $165 for an 8 week session, $75 for
additional sibling.

Breastfeeding Group

The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774, no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio — 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483, 1255
2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations suggested

THURSDAY

Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-9590
10:30 a.m. Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4.

Main Library — held at Reed Park, corner of 7th
and Wilshire.

Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m.; for 2 year olds
with adult.

Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5

Fairview Branch Library — 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd — 310-450-0443.

La Hora Del Cuento — 7:00 p.m. Spanish sto-
ries, songs and rhymes for all ages.

Montana Avenue Branch Library — 1704
Montana Ave - 310-829-7081.

Toddler Story Time — 10:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds. Call for next session dates.

Preschool Story Time — 11:15 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds. Call for next session dates.

Classes

YWCA - A Place for Parents — Toddler & Me
Classes, Walkers to 3 years — 9:15 — 10:15
a.m. and 10:45 — 11:45 a.m.; classes in part-
nership with the Infant and Family Support
Program. Parent Support (3 — 5 years) — 3:30
— 4:30 p.m. 2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for
details and prices.

BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES -
6:30 — 9:30 p.m.

An advanced 10-week parent education
course. West LA, $40 per class/$40 materials.
Also Tuesdays, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Culver
City/Westchester, $30 per class/$40 materials;
Continuous enrollment. For info call Jayne A.
Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting Services,
Inc., 310-823-7846, jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise

Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA

7:30 - 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-mem-
bers $90 for 10 classes. (also Tuesdays at
10:00 — 11:00 a.m. and 7:30 — 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.

Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal — 12:15 — 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me — 1:45 — 3:00 p.m.

Stroller Strides Fitness Class — 9:30 a.m.
Mon. — Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
Kids’ Yoga Circle — Yoga for ages 6 - 10, 4:00
— 5:15 p.m. (students may be dropped off at
3:30 for indoor play, song and snacks). $18
drop-in, discounted multiple week passes
available, reservations required.

Family Yoga, 5:15 — 6:30 p.m., includes 15
minutes of indoor play and song. 8-week
series for parents and 1 child, $250, $100 each
additional child.

1814 14th St., #208, 260-2736

Expecting?

Breastfeeding Group

The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 4-8 months,
1:00 — 2:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica — New Mother
Group — for new moms with babies ages 0-6
months. Meet for conversation, support and
playtime. All new Moms welcome!

Call Cassandra at 451-1827 for time, location
and more info.

Parent’s Night Out at Child’s Play, 2299
Westwood Blvd., 6:00 — 11:00 p.m.

Kids get a night of supervised fun with pizza,
games and more while parents go out. Ages 3-
10, $9 per hour, $7 siblings, 3 hour minimum.
Reservations required, 470-4997. ww.child-
splayonline.net

La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista — meets the
2nd Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call
310-390-2529 for info.

Planetarium Show at SMC’s John Drescher
Planetarium, 7:00 p.m. - Night Sky Show, 8:00
p.m. — featured program. $5 adults, $4 chil-
dren. Pico and 17th St., 434-3000.

Classes

YWCA - A Place for Parents — Toddler & Me
(1-3 years) — 9:20 — 10:20 a.m.; Parent Support
(1-3 years) — 10:30 — 11:30 a.m.(childcare pro-
vided). 2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details
and prices.

Mommy and Me Dance- celebrate the won-
derful world of imagination Fridays at the
Electric Lodge. 9:45—10:45a.m. ages 14 - 24
months; 10:45 — 11:45 a.m. ages 2 — 4.

6 classes for $75 or $14 per class. First class
free! 1416 Electric Ave, Venice, 306-1854.

Yoga & Exercise

Fitness for Moms — Babies Welcome! Indoor
Cycling, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info. Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.

Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal — 12:15 — 1:45 p.m., $15.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class — 9:30 a.m.
Mon. — Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Kids’ Yoga Circle — Yoga for ages 8 - 11, 4:30
—5:45 p.m., includes 15 minutes of indoor play
and song, $18 drop-in, discounted multiple
week passes available, reservations required.
1814 14th St., #208, 260-2736

Other

Baby Attuned - Fridays, 9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.,
A new program promoting sensitive parenting
and developmental awareness. Parent-com-
pleted developmental screening, with review
and feedback from a licensed clinical develop-
mental psychologist and experienced pediatric
nurse practitioner, Eileen Escarce, PhD, MSN.
(PSY 18819). Introductory fee: $15 per screen-
ing with feedback. 1137 2nd Ave, Suite 213.
By appointment only 310-367-1155.

SATURDAY
Storytelling

Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade — Kid’s
Story Time — 10am, 310-260-9110

Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion -
10:30am — ages 2-5, 310-475-4144.

Children’s Book World, 10580 1/2 Pico Blvd, LA
-10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.

Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve, Pacific
Palisades — 10:30 a.m., 454-4063.

826LA, 685 Venice Blvd, 2nd Floor, Venice —
10:30 — 11:30 a.m., ages 3-6, RSVP to info
@825LA.com or 310-314-8418. (826LA is a
non-profit organization dedicated to supporting
students with their creative and expository writ-
ing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their
students to write).

Yoga & Exercise

Santa Monica Yoga - Pre- & Post-Natal
Yoga, Saturdays — 12:30 — 2:00 p.m.

1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040, www.santa-
monicayoga.com

Mommy Care — at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregl y/R y Exercise
Group — 8:30 — 9:30 a.m.(babies welcome,
includes baby massage and workout at the end)
Stroller Strides Fitness Class — 9:00 a.m.,
Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708 or visit
www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Kids’ Yoga Circle — Yoga for ages 6 -10, 9:45
—10:55 a.m.., includes 15 minutes of indoor
play and song; Yoga Girls (ages 12 and up),
11:00 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.  $18 drop-in, dis-
counted multiple week passes available, reser-
vations required. 1814 14th St., #208, 260-
2736

Other

Lakeshore Learning Stores “Free Crafts for
Kids” — Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.,
8888 Venice Blvd., 559-9630.

Barnyard Madness with the Three Little Pigs
at the Santa Monica Playhouse

Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
June 26; $12 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under. 394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com, 1211 4th St.
Puppetolio — 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested

Magicopolis — 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for matinee.
Call 310-451-2241 for info.

Precious Prints — Ceramic Heirlooms for a
Lifetime

Second Saturday every month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.

SUNDAY

Main Street Farmer’s Market — 9:30 a.m. —
1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean Park
Blvd. Pony rides, live music, lots of vendors
and great family socializing.

Puppetolio — 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-0483,
1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations suggested
Magicopolis — 2 p.m., 1418 4th St., Admission
is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for info.

Barnyard Madness with the Three Little Pigs
at the Santa Monica Playhouse

Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
June 26; $12 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under. 394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com. 1211 4th St.

Breastfeeding

Working Mother’s Support Group

The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. - Call
826-5774 for more info.

MONDAY - HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY!
Libraries and most services are closed today.

We’ll Be Expecting You!

Take a FREE tour of The BirthPlace
at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center

Tours held monthly. Private tours available too.

Call today: (310) 319-4947

Santa Monica RYNSE R\

Medical Center
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UC seeking to bolster its fundraising efforts

BY MICHELLE LOCKE

Associated Press Writer

BERKELEY, Calif. — The University of California
raised more than $1 billion in private support last year,
which was fivefold the amount raised 20 years ago and
took some of the punch out of state budget cuts.

Still, it wasn’t enough to send UC to the top of the
fundraising heap. An Associated Press review of campus
fundraising nationwide put the UC endowment at No. 7,
trailing powerhouses like Harvard and Yale and the pub-
lic University of Texas system.

Some think UC could do more, particularly in light of
state budget cuts that have forced administrators to cut
programs and raise student fees.

“My perception is that throughout UC, for the most
part, people have been in a dream land expecting that
sometime soon the Legislature will wake up and do the
right thing. That’s what I call faith-based fund-raising,
and it is an unacceptable business strategy,” says
Christopher Edley, dean of UC Berkeley’s Boalt Hall law
school, who is engaged in a $100 million campaign, a
huge jump from the school’s last effort which raised $14
million more than a decade ago.

Why hasn’t UC, which is after all often ranked as THE
premier university in terms of academics, done better?

Brad Barber, who as UC’s director of institutional

advancement oversees fundraising, says UC has consis-
tently placed high in terms of charitable donations and,
according to figures from the most recent annual report
of the Council for Aid to Education (CAE), outperformed
Harvard and UT in the past five years.

However, UC hasn’t done as well as other schools in
attracting alumni donations. Barber said he’s not quite sure
why, although one factor may be that UC historically has
enrolled more low-income students than other top colleges.

For grads who have done well and are now moving
into prime giving years, there may be a disconnect. They
went to school at a time when state support was high and
fees were low.

But state funding is not the bulwark it once was. In
1971, 50 percent of UC’s core academic programs came
from state dollars. Today, it’s dropped to 27 percent,
something UC officials say they need to communicate to
alumni.

Both UC and the state’s other public 4-year system,
the 23-campus California State University, have plugged
some of the gaps in their state-funded budgets by raising
fees and applying for federal funds.

Fees are scheduled to increase 16 percent over the
next two years, but federal funding is expected to dip as
the national economy struggles, which makes the hunt
for private dollars even more important.

Chasing dollars is something another California col-

Atheists say 1t’s time to ‘push back’

BY GREG SANDOVAL

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — To the uninformed, this weekend
gathering here may have seemed like a church revival,
full of zeal and fervor. But worshipping God was most
decidedly not part of the agenda.

The attendees of the “All Atheists Weekend” gathered
to discuss what they call the rise of fundamentalism in
the U.S. and the blurring of lines between church and
state.

Attendees also took time to view documentaries that
question the historical accuracy of the Bible _ and to hear
lectures about the dangers of religious icons on public
property and problems with President Bush’s so-called
“faith-based initiative,” which seeks to give religious
groups equal footing in seeking federal grants to provide
social services.

Organizers said they expected more than 250 people
to take part in the event, which featured a lecture by Ellen
Johnson, the president of American Atheists. The gather-
ing began Friday and continued through Sunday at vari-
ous spots throughout the city.

The religious right’s increasing involvement in U.S.

politics has triggered an angry backlash among the god-
less, say Bay area atheist groups, five of which organized
the weekend event.

“It’s time for us to push back,” said psychologist
Jaime Arcila, 52, of San Francisco, who was accompa-
nied by his two children, Javier, 15, and Amanda, 12, in
a tiny theater Saturday night just south of downtown.

Arcila, who is not an official member of any atheist
group, said he was prompted to attend Saturday’s show-
ing of “The God Who Wasn’t There,” along with about
100 other people, because of what he sees as a growing
intolerance in the U.S. for people with alternative views
and lifestyles.

Arcila, who was raised by Catholic parents, said the
nation needs more dialogue about “peace, tolerance, jus-
tice, and love,” not exclusion based on a difference of
ideas.

Ali, a 36-year-old native Iranian, agreed. He declined
to give his last name because he said he wants to return
to his Muslim-dominated homeland someday and fears
that he could be persecuted should he be identified as an
atheist.

Ali said he knows all too well the effects of religious
fundamentalism on a society from his own experiences in

lege, Stanford University, has been doing well for years.
Stanford, No. 5 on the AP’s list, has a $9.9 billion total
endowment, compared to $4.7 billion for the 10-campus
UC system.

Other California schools on the top endowment list are
the University of Southern California, Cal Tech and
Pomona College.

Private money comes at a cost. Donors often specify
how money must be used, but occasionally administra-
tors have direct it elsewhere. Barber recalls some gifts
that came with untenable political agendas or attempted
to set up new academic programs, which would usurp
faculty authority.

Often, a compromise can be reached _ such as the
proposal to endow a chair in vampire studies that was
toned down to “medieval studies.”

This year, a number of UC campuses and graduate
schools are campaigning to raise billions of dollars.

That includes Boalt Hall, where Edley has a big wish
list: More faculty and research centers, enough financial
aid to keep a diverse student body afloat _ and a new
building to house these ambitions.

“My mantra is that our future excellence requires bur-
den sharing, by donors, students and the state,” he says.
“I don’t expect a miraculous turnaround in levels of state
support given the broader realities, but we need to hold
on the baseline we have.”

fundamentalism

his native country.

Nations that accept only one set of values or beliefs
are “restrictive and stifling,” Ali said.

“I was a Muslim but stopped believing after a lot of
pain and after a lot of thought,” he said. “Being here at
this event is encouraging me not to be afraid. It strength-
ens me and helps me stand up for what I believe.”

But just how tolerant of Christianity and other reli-
gions are the atheists?

“We don’t hate Christians,” said David Fitzgerald, 40,
an insurance broker and member of San Francisco
Atheists. “People in this country are free to believe in
whatever they want.”

Nonetheless, during the Saturday night movie, the
crowd booed and hissed when a photo of Pat Robertson
was displayed on the screen.

Robertson, the founder of the Christian Broadcasting
Network and a former U.S. presidential candidate, is a
leader in the efforts by some religious groups to return
America and its government to Christian values.

Fitzgerald offered no apologies.

“Robertson and other Theocrats scare the hell out of
us,” Fitzgerald said. “They want to turn a democracy into
a theocracy. Even Christians are afraid of that.”

Beef: It’s what the Supreme Court says producers must market

BY HOPE YEN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court on Monday ruled
that the government was within its rights to force beef
producers to pay for a multimillion-dollar “Beef: It’s
what’s for dinner” marketing program, even when indi-
vidual cattle producers disagreed with the campaign.

The 6-3 decision is a defeat for farmers in several agri-
cultural sectors who oppose paying mandatory fees for
advertising they may later oppose. Currently, there are
dozens of similar federal and state ad campaigns for
products including milk, pork and cotton, many of which
are being challenged on free speech grounds.

The beef campaign is a form of “government speech”
immune to First Amendment challenge, the court said.

“The message set out in the beef promotions is from
beginning to end the message established by the federal

government,” Justice Antonin Scalia wrote in an opinion
joined by Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist as well as
Justices Sandra Day O’Connor, Clarence Thomas and
Stephen G. Breyer.

At issue was a 1985 law requiring producers to pay a
$1-per-head fee on cattle sold in the United States. That
fee, which generates more than $80 million per year,
goes to an industry group appointed by the Agriculture
Department to support advertising and research pro-
grams.

Justice David H. Souter, joined by Justices John Paul
Stevens and Anthony Kennedy, said the campaign was
not government speech. In a dissent, Souter said if the
government seeks “to compel specific groups to fund
speech with targeted taxes, it must make itself politically
accountable for indicating that the content actually is a
government message.”

The government was sued by ranchers who sell cattle

in South Dakota and Montana. They won an appeals
court ruling that found the 20-year-old program violated
the First Amendment.

The federal government and Nebraska cattlemen
appealed to the high court, which has dealt before with
questions about government authority to force farmers
into joint programs.

In 1997, the court upheld advertising programs for
California fruit. But in 2001, justices struck down a
mandatory campaign for the mushroom industry.

The court had never decided, however, if such pro-
grams are government speech.

Many groups and 34 states supported the government.
In California alone, 48 mandatory programs are used to
promote produce like grapes and lettuce, and lower
courts already have struck down the “Got Milk?” dairy
promotion and advertisements calling pork “the other
white meat.”
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INTERNATIONAL

Bush says American troops
stationed in Afghanistan will
still report to U.S. commanders

BY JENNIFER LOVEN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush said Monday that
U.S. troops in Afghanistan will remain under U.S. con-
trol despite Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s request for
more authority over them.

“Of course, our troops will respond to U.S. commanders,”
Bush said, with Karzai standing at his side at the White
House. At the same time, Bush said the relationship between
Washington and Kabul is “to cooperate and consult”

Bush also said that Afghan prisoners under U.S. con-
trol in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and elsewhere, would be
slowly returned to their home countries.

“We will do this over time,” he said. “We have to
make sure the facilities are there.”

Bush had high praise for Karzai as a valued anti-terror
partner and credited the Afghan leader with “showing
countries in the neighborhood what’s possible.”

Karzai came to their meeting with a long list of griev-
ances. Among them: more control over U.S. military
operations, custody of Afghan prisoners held by the
United States and more assistance in fighting opium
trade.

As for the opium trade, Bush said, “I made it very
clear to the president that we have got to work together
to eradicate the poppy crop.”

Karzai said that he hoped Afghanistan would be free
of poppy crops within five to six years and that Afghan
farmers could find alternative crops like honey dew mel-
ons and pomegranates.

There are about 20,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan,

costing about $1 billion a month. That is in addition to
approximately 8,200 troops from NATO countries in
Kabul and elsewhere.

Karzai commented on recent reports of abuse of
Afghan prisoners by their American captors. “We are of
course sad about that,” he said, speaking in fluent
English. But, he added, “It does not reflect on the
American people.”

A report in Newsweek magazine earlier this month
that alleged mistreatment of the Quran by American
prison guards does not reflect American values, Karzai
said.

While claiming the original report was not responsible
journalism, Karzai said, “Newsweek’s story is not
America’s story.”

Saying that he himself had been to a mosque in
Washington, Karzai noted that “tens of thousands of
Muslims are going on a daily basis to mosques in
America,” without incident.

The two leaders addressed reporters in the East Room
of the White House.

Bush and Karzai pledged to work more closely togeth-
er amid continued instability and protests in Afghanistan.

“It’s important for the Afghan people to understand
we have a strategic vision for Afghanistan,” Bush said.

He said the United States and Afghanistan had signed
a “strategic partnership” that establishes “regular high-
level exchanges on political security and economic inter-
ests — economic issues of mutual interest.

“We will consult with Afghanistan if it perceives its
territorial integrity, independence or security is at risk,”
Bush said.

First lady endorses Mubarak election plan

BY NEDRA PICKLER

Associated Press Writer

GIZA, Egypt — First lady Laura Bush on Monday
endorsed Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s plan for
presidential elections as “bold and wise” despite com-
plaints from opposition groups that the voting is designed
to keep Mubarak in power.

“I would say that President Mubarak has taken a very
bold step. He’s taking the first step to open up the elec-
tions and I think that’s very, very important,” Mrs. Bush
said. She spent a day in Egypt, much of the time with
Egyptian first lady Suzanne Mubarak.

Speaking to reporters in front of the Giza pyramids,
Mrs. Bush noted that the United States’ democracy also
took time to fully develop.

“As you know, you have to be slow as you do each of
these steps,” Mrs. Bush said. “You know that each step
is a small step, that you can’t be quick.”

Egyptians are deciding in a referendum whether to
accept changes to the constitution that would allow for
the country’s first multi-candidate presidential election
in September. Mubarak, Egypt’s president for 24 years,
has been regularly re-installed in yes-no referendums in
which his name is the only one on the ballot. He hasn’t
formally announced he will run again but is widely
expected to do so.

Opponents say the new system is being set up to
ensure Mubarak’s ruling National Democratic Party still
controls the election outcome.

Last week, the White House said President Bush sup-
ports Mubarak’s plan to hold free and competitive elec-
tions for president and urged Egypt to allow for full cam-
paigning as well as international observers.

Winding up her five-day trip to the Middle East, Mrs.
Bush echoed her husband’s praise of the Egyptian leader.

“I think he’s been very bold and wise to take the first
step,” she said.

Earlier Monday, Mrs. Bush said she was not surprised
to encounter protesters over the weekend during her tour
of Mideast holy sites and pledged the United States will
do all it can to help resolve age-old conflicts.

“As we all know, this is a place of very high tensions

and high emotions,” the first lady said while standing in
the garden courtyard of the Church of the Resurrection in
Abu Ghosh, Israel, a predominantly Muslim town where
some believe Jesus appeared on Easter. “And you can
understand why when you see the people with a deep and
sincere faith in their religion all living side by side.”

Mrs. Bush visited sites sacred to all three major reli-
gions born in the region. As she toured the 12th century
church, nuns and monks sang Psalm 150 in Hebrew as a
symbol of the religious cultures coexisting in the region.

President Bush talked with his wife by telephone
Monday and she told him the trip was going well, White
House spokesman Scott McClellan said. McClellan dis-
missed the protests as “a little commotion” and said the
demonstrators were few although they got a lot of coverage.

From Israel, Mrs. Bush traveled to Cairo, where she
met with Mrs. Mubarak at Ittihadiyya Palace. The two
women then taped a segment for “Alam Simsim,” the
Egyptian version of “Sesame Street,” with a peach-col-
ored puppet named Khokha. “Mama Suzanne” and
“Auntie Laura,” as Khokha called the first ladies, talked
about the importance of reading to children.

Mrs. Bush’s low-key travels Monday were in contrast
to her stops Sunday at sites sacred to Muslims and Jews.

Asked about the protests during an interview on
ABC’s “Good Morning America,” Mrs. Bush said she
understands resentments that have been built up, in part
because of reports and pictures of prisoner abuse.

“I know from visiting Afghanistan ... that many, many
people are glad our troops are there, that we are giving
them a chance to rebuild their country,” she said. “All of
us, everyone ... deplore the photographs that we’ve seen,
the reports that we’ve heard of prisoner abuse, but that’s
not really not what happens (with U.S. forces) ... This is
a handful of people.”

She said she feels that the American presence in the
Middle East and Southwest Asia “is really wanted and is
needed” to ensure nation-building and peacemaking.

Asked on NBC’s “Today” show if she had felt endan-
gered during the tours in the Middle East, the first lady
replied, “No, I did not at all. I think maybe the reports
that you all have seen have been slightly exaggerated. ...
I have never felt at all unsafe.”

1 TOBACCO CENTER |

i 12215 Santa Monica Blvd. (1 Blk W. of Bundy) I

CARTON PRICES (/g,,
Marlboro $31.99+

I Am. Spirits $36.99+*
Virginia Slims $31.99+

I All Generics $19.99+

(310) 826-2899 Hours: 9:30-6:30 Mon- Sat  Closed Sunday
Il Il I I D S S .

“World Famous”

PBig Dean’s Cafe

AT SANTA MoONICA BEACH
Where the “locals™ meet and the “fur loving" touristy always return!
SUN ¢ FUN « GREAT FOOD * BEER « WINE » MUSIC
Sports TV « 2 Outdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed
Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!
1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic meriy-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier.
This location has been here since 1902

Is your

COMPUTER

running too slowly?

wvaw! ¥ 'Nerd  © =" fcom

Home or Business

Any Computer Problem
100%
Request Help by

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Phone or Online

..-"' ".h
_,.,-' .,

-\.-.|.._l_

@ o

(800) 231-5164

16 Years of Service to Southern Callfornia

SUMMER

IS almost here...
is your car ready?

AAMCO

TRANSMISSIONS

*MENTION THIS AD AND GET A FREE
OIL CHANGE WITH BASIC TRANSMISSION SERVICE
AND *100 OFF TRANSMISSION REBUILD

Now doing:

Brakes Tune-Ups Shocks

2621 P1CO BLVD. Unit C (we're in the rear)
Santa Monica  (310) 829-6786




ADVERTISEMENT

Why is this car smiling?

a) It’s enjoying the beautiful Southern California weather. (Aaahhh.)
b) It's powered by a 240-hp inline V6, or even a 300-hp V8. (Vroom))
¢) It’s feeling pleased with itself because it’s a low-emission vehicle. (Mm-hmm.)

d) All of the above. (Ah, yeah.)

o ——
With a choice of powerful engines, variable valve timing, 5-speed automatic
transmission, DVD-based navigation system, speed-sensitive steering and the
distinction of being a low-emission vehicle, the newly redesigned 2006 Lexus GS,
available now at Lexus Santa Monica, has much to be pleased about. _—

We think it’s just happy to be a Lexus.

GS 300
GS 430
Pure Lexus.

a e Mitsubishi
ollywood e Pacifi
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ALL CLASSIFIEDS $2.50 A DAY up 10 15 wORDS
20: PER WORD THEREAFTER 12 DAY MiNiMUM

310.458.7737

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom. Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-
agement. Renovation and
new construction projects

using traditional architec- &
ture through full turn-key £ 5
development. Always, /&
open communication

Bruce Rudman

Architects+Engineers

T:310.393.2727
F 928.222.9992

E_Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net
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Santa Yorica Dailyp Dress

CLASSIFICATIONS:
AnNnnouncements
Creative
Employment

For Sale
Furniture

Pets

S32°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your busimness opportunities to our daily readership of over 38.600.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates
Commercial

Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

AR, A/P clerk w/Quickbooks exp.
Benefits, pleasant working environ-
ment, room for advancement. High
volume exp. w/ knowledge of Fasttrak
A +. (310) 737-7571

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT- Busy
SM acupuncture office. F/PT, heavy
phones, good communication skills,
computer. Must be dependable, or-
ganized (310) 826-1314; (310) 571-
3168 fax.

ADVERTISE YOUR SUMMER
JOBS HERE!

Call Annie in Classifieds
(310) 458-7737 ext. 114
or email: anniek@smdp.com

AUTO MECHANIC ~ FT/PT, M-F,
WLA location. Small shop seeking
dedicated, reliable, experienced
mechanic. Valid DL. (310) 203-
0543.

BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory.
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.
CARE GIVERS/ companions: live-in or
out, min. 2 yrs experience and work
related references required. Driving
preferred, CNAs/CHHAs welcomed.
Bondable (323) 692-3692.

CASHIER NEEDED for evening and
weekend shift at SM Foodmart/ liquor
store (323) 932-0873 ext. 600.
CASHIER/ DELIVERY Full Time, Bene-
fits. Exp preferred bi-lingual, Santa
Monica area, fax resume to
(310) 450-6401.

50+ Years OId Advertising Co. seeking
self-motivated energetic professionals.

Commissions Paid Weekly. Leads Furnished.
Selling all aspects of advertising: Newspapers
- Magazines - Classified - Display, Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, Business,
Finance, Call: Paul 213-251-9100
www.theglobalmediagroup.comjobinfo.htm

BARTEND

A== EARN
2" $150-400

—> DAY

e 1 or 2 week training
o Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377

www.nationalbartenders.com

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. All shifts. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310)396-9898.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Established legal services co. in LAX
area seeks industrious and well-spo-
ken Reps for phones & data entry.
40hrs/wk, M-F  8:25am-5:25pm.
$8/HR TO START, $10/HR AFTER
FIRST YEAR. GENEROUS MED INS,
401(K) AND BONUS PROGRAMS. Must
pass background check and sub-
stance screening. Please e-mail re-
sume to: LROSE@COURTCALL.COM or
Fax: (310) 743-1850.

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Modern, low-stress, SM office. No
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and X-ray license required. 3-
4 days per week. 60% back office/
40% front office. (310) 451-1446.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with back of-
fice experience. Santa Monica office.
F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

office experience. Santa Monica
office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

DRIVERS

SEEKING energetic individuals. F/T,
may include Sat. Some experience re-
quired. Two positions: one requires a
Class A license, one requires a Class
C license. Will run background check.
Must have a clean driving record. Ap-

ply in person: Bourget Bros. 1636

11th St. Santa Monica, CA 90404

EXPERIENCED LOAN Officers and Real
Estate agents wanted! Expand your
existing business. Have you ever
wanted to do both the loan and the re-
al estate side on the same transac-
tion? Now is your chance! Earn top
dollar with great commissions. We are
able to close loans in over 30 states.
James (310) 460-2469.

EXPERIENCED TELEMARKETERS only.
Needed to set appointments for sal-
vage pick-up non-profit organization.
Work from home. $350/wk. potential
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FINANCIAL ASSOCIATE for Investment
Corp. in S.M. Analytical/ Modeling
skills for asset evaluation. M.S. Fi-
nancial Engineering/ Finance.

email:  hr@wilshire.com(code:PMG-
01)

HAIR STYLIST/ Barber wanted, $125/
week rent for person with clients.
2106 Wilshire Blvd., Call Kristin
(310) 829-5944

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFFICE ASST. Busy home office in
Palisades needs f/t asst to answer
phones, schedule appts, office tasks.
Email Dori@Milestonesinc.com. NO
CALLS.

OPERATIONS  ASSISTANT, technical
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for
details. (310)478-0591.

P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 $9/hr

P/T SALES of Cruises & Tours. 38 yr
old Nat'l Tour Co. near LAX. Base +
Comm. Paid Training, 30 hrs/wk, No
Cold Calling. Call Aaron @ (310) 649-
7171.

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/ Secre-
tary for small casual West L.A. law
firm. Minimum 6 months experience
and MS office experience, fax:
(310) 410-9555

RADIO PUBLICITY campaign sales, full
commission F/T or P/T in Santa Moni-
ca (310) 998-8305 ext 84

RECORD PROMOTER needed P/T in
Santa Monica, must know about add-
dates, fmgb, PD's. 310-998-8305
x87

SANTA MONICA Gas station has im-
mediate opening for cashier F/T
friendly w/strong customer service
(310) 498-7910

SECRETARIAL/ ACCOUNTANT

Tile Company, SM. Full Time 8-5/
Mon-Sat. Great salary (310) 995-
5136.

TELEMARKETING SALES base + Xlent
commission. Work from home, 6-20
hrs/ week (evenings). Need PC and
fax. Loan officer exp. a plus. Central

|DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with backl

Pacific Funding, a 10 year old full
service mortgage corporation. Fax re-
sume (310) 899-3953.

THREE HAIR Stations For
$125/week. 2106 Wilshire Blvd. Call
Christine (310) 829-5944

Rent.

UP-SCALE BOUTIQUE seeks experi-
enced, energetic salespeople. Apply
in person. Western Spirit, 1246 3rd
St. Promenade.

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for

$1750 (310)479-3054

POM-CHI WANTED! Female. Must be
able to ship. Please email
marx0001@stu.minneapolis.edu

12707 CASWELL AVE. MAR VISTA
2+2 in contemporary building. 2 car
gated parking, 2 fireplaces, dishwash-
er, stove, balcony, high ceilings, will
consider pet. Laundry $1,595 1 year
lease (310) 466-9256.

2 BREEZE AVE. Venice beach front
single in 4 story brick building with
ocean view. Newly renovated with
original hardwood floors. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310) 450-1934

2 BREEZE AVE. Venice beach front
apartment in historic 4 story brick
building. Lots of charm. New paint
and carpet, exposed brick walls. 1
year lease, no pets. $875. (310) 450-
1934.

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adja-
cent. 2+2, gated building with gated,
subterranean parking, AC, Newer
building, with courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. (310) 466-9256. Laun-
dry rm., pkng, 1 year lease, no pets.
$1400

3411 STRONGS DR. Marina Peninsula.
Contemporary 3bd/2ba, upper unit
with private patio, private garage,
close to beach, restaurants and
shops. 1 year lease, no pets $1995.
(310) 396-4443.

3562 MENTONE AVE. Beautiful 2 bed
2 bath in two-story townhouse layout.
Very quiet, spacious with newly re-
modeled kitchen and patio. Well
priced at $1495

38 1/2 ROSE AVE. VENICE BEACH
beautiful recently remodeled upper
single 1/2 block from beach. Hard-
wood floors. 1 year lease, no pets.
$995. (310) 466-9256.

7010 LANEWOOD AVE. Large Unitin a
gated building located near the In &
Out Burger on Sunset. This is a quiet
building. The unit is freshly painted
and is very clean. 1 year lease, No
pets. No smoking.

728 N. CROFT AVE. West Hollywood
Adj. 1 bdr/1 bath newly remodeled
with incredible taste. New kitchen and
bathroom, tile & hw floors, washer,
dryer, Fridge, views and garden avail.,
off street parking (310) 877-3074

ADVERTISE YOUR RENTAL
PROPERTY HERE!

Call Annie in Classifieds

(310) 458-7737 ext. 114
or email: anniek@smdp.com

BEVERLY HILLS Adjacent 1472 S.
Crest Drive 2+1 lower back unit.
Stove, carpet, dining room, blinds, ga-
rage parking. No pets $1325, $200 off
move in (310) 578-7512.
BRENTWOOD $2600/MO
3bdrm/2.5bath. No pets, stove, dish-
washer, balcony, central AC, fireplace,
Jacuzzi, storage (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

CHARMING 1+1, 2226 1/2 Wellesley,
Los Angeles. $825 per mo, quiet resi-
dential street, all utilities included.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Call for ap-
pointment. (818) 694-3136

VENICE BEACH, 36 Rose Ave. Com-
pletely renovated upper, 1BR w/
French doors, 1/2 block to the beach,
hardwood floors, new kitchen, light &
bright. 1 year lease, No Pets $1495
(310) 466-9256.

RENTALS

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2375/mo
East of Abbot Kinney/
South of Venice
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage
Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

CHECK OUT OTHER
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

LA GROVE Area, 458 N. Curson, #104,
1+1 Art Deco buildings. Stove, hard-
wood floors, fridge, blinds, laundry,
No Pets. $1200, $200 off move in
(310) 578-7512.

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/
1BA $1,500 Live on the Promenade
with ocean views, Hardwood floors,
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580

SM CANYON, $1500/mo beautiful,
peaceful retreat. Studio/1bath. Hard-
wood floors, 1/2 block from beach
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

VENICE BCH 2+1. 1 block to the
beach. Ocean View. Hardwood Floor.
Util pd. 53 Paloma Ave. $1300
(310) 396-4443. 1 year lease, no
pets.

WLA, $1295 large 1 bdrm UNOB-
STRUCTED OCEAN VIEW! Upper front,
top of hill on private driveway. Availa-
ble 6/01/05 Centinela Ave. (310) 390-
4610

Houses For Rent

MAR VISTA, best area 2bdrm/1ba plus
workshop garage, new paint, large
yard w/deck, fireplace, stove, refriger-
ator, W/D hookups, w/c pets $2150
(310) 403-8272

Roommates

MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #201.
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C,
fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 2 balco-
nies, intercom entry, gated parking.
No pets $1400. (310) 578-7512

MAR VISTA single 12746 Pacific Ave.
Unit 2, stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall
AC, carpet, laundry, intercom entry,

patio, parking, no pets $875
(310) 578-7512.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 1BDRM

w/balcony @ 3115 Bagley Ave. with
fresh carpet, paint, stove, FRIDGE and
assigned parking. A steal at $950!
(310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA $1000.00 1 bdrm/1
bath. Refrigerator, stove, parking, NO
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #13, Mgr
#19.

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors, large
closet, laundry, parking permit.
Month-to-month (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1175/mo, charming
cottage South of  Wilshire.
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors, quiet
neighborhood, (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Stroll to beaches, Main
St. Refrigerator, patio, hardwood
floors (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

COOL, LAID BACK ROOMMATE
wanted to share two-bedroom
furnished apartment at 10th and
Idaho. I'm a professional looking
for a quiet, clean and cool per-
son. Underground parking and
weekly maid service, included.
Laundry on the premises.
$1000/mo
E-mail to sack@smdp.com

Commercial Lease

BRIGHT OFFICE downtown SM,
200+ sq. ft. Parking, restroom, util-
ities, heat/AC $690.00/mo. (310)
260-7700 ext. 11

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private
Offices with Windows

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

SANTA MONICA $1575/mo garden
setting 2bdrm/1bath. Dining room, no
pets, hardwood floors $1575.00
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1595/mo
2bdrm/1.5bath. Pool, laundry, large
closets, parking, quiet neighborhood.
Year lease (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $750/mo. Garden
bungalow style apartment.
Bachelor/1bath. Cat ok. One year
lease (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

SANTA MONICA $975/mo
studio/1bath in art deco building near
beach. Hardwood floors, laundry,
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA, $2575/mo
3bdrms/2bths, w/c pet. Refrigerator,
stove, dishwasher, carpets, laundry,
wet bar. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

Mdl CAMTTAL COADEERCIAL

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporterenaicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

VENICE, 25 19th Ave., Unit B, 1hed-
room/1bath. Stove, fridge, blinds,
laundry, parking in garage. 1/2 block
to beach. No pets $1150.

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550sqft office space. 3
offices plus reception. $1250

Nice decor. (310) 576-3433

SM 1334 Lincoln 2 offices, 1140sqft,
$2200 rent. 600sqft, $1140 rent. Util-
ities and parking included.
Deke Keasbey (310) 477-3192

SM OFFICE- Main St. 875 sq. feet.
Creative space $3.15 FSG. Parking
available. Agent (310) 428-4086.

Real Estate

(310) 943-7657

(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make
your dreams a reality

-"-*.;! George Chung Realtors

COSTA RICAN
PARADISE

| am a long time Santa Monica resi-
dent. | have 3 houses for sale in the
lazy beach front town of Esterillos
Oeste, 35km south of Jaco, priced to
sell $80,000-$100-000USD.

SURFERS ¢ RETIREES
INVERSTORS ¢ ESCAPERS

Tighe (310) 399-7443
or email tighebarry@juno.com

11 COSTLY HOME
INSPECTION
PITFALLS

Free Report reveals
what you need to know

before you list your
home for sale

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534
ID# 1040
www.matillarealty.com

SAVE BIG MONEY buying a home!
Remington700.com or Recorded mes-
sage (800) 842-5316 EXT 709
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CLASSIFIEDS

Real Estate

PAC
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES
JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED *

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of April 12, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan

WE FEATURE
100%
INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

$500,000

1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 PMO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 PMO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000

1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 PMO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 PMO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

EQUAL HOUSWA
LEN

DER REALTOR®

5’2" HOURGLASS Figure offers

full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. Incall/
Outcall special rate between 6am-
9pm, Rachel

(310) 339-6709

A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full
body massage, outcalls available.
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

Strong & Nurturing massage by
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit.
Paul (310) 741-1901.

MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN
Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again

SM near Promenade, free pkg

(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

"~ onouncoments _

CALLED TO Jury Duty and want some
info? Send stamped, self-adressed
envelope to: J.0. Legreid 1433 6th
St., Apt. E, Santa Monica, CA 90401

HOST
FOREIGN STUDENTS

Optional Plans
Full Compensation

(310) 859-4740
mathesonu@yahoo.com

Yard Sales

YARD SALE! First United Methodist
Church 1008 11th St, Santa Monica.
Sat. June 04, 2005 at 8a.m-1p.m
North of Wilshire, South of Monta-
na. Not accepting yard sale dona-
tions please! Furniture, Household
items, Small appliances, Electronic
equipment, and more.

Lost & Found

BRINDLE PIT or Pit mix found near
Penmar Park 5/22/05.  Please call
David at 310/392-1365. Be prepared

to describe dog.

LEARN TO
(

SURF

Surf Lessons
Private and Group
Equipment provided
CPR.certified
310-920-1265
Camp@learntosurfla.com

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
L.A’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels
DESIGNER RESALE

ACCEPTING 7y j
NEW CONSIGNERS <33

WANTED:

LOUIS VUITTON

CHANEL

GUCCI

HERMES

ST. JOHN

PRADA

JUDITH LEIBER

MISSONI

DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Ne Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com

" Receive a

complimentary 2nd

opinion/consultation

Moe Koshki, D.D.S. General & Cosmetic Dentistry

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

(310) 395-1261

1260 15™ Street #805, SM. CA 90404

-I.J
o
' SERVICE DIRECT

RY

Sovioes | Atomey Servies

You should call:

Tai | Tass |
24 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)

828-2233

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL ¢

Interior & Exterior  FREE Estimates
References Available.
10YEARS EXPERIENGE

Call Joe: 447-8357

B
Custom Drapery

Bedding, table linens
and custom furniture.

Call Michael at Homey L.A.
(323) 930-7914
homeyla@aol.com

We look forward to hearing from you!
Quality at its best.

merry
maids.

One less thing to worry about’

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

West Coast Construction

® Drive Ways

* Block Walls

e Concrete g,

® Brick Work pe+ iten
e Stucco —
e Ceramic Tiles

Quality Work Guaranteed
Call anytime, (310)466-4456

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

ONE HOUR Alterations,

hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc.

Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674

FULL SERVICE GRAPHIC DESICN STU0N

Print Design, Wab Dexign, Priting
1238511725
wun.studisl ddesign.com

far cheas afe lappy Thi is whal we Be

Tired of
counting calories?
Let us do it for you.

Fatblin.com

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

www.fatburn.com

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY. ELEC., PAINT ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (31[]& 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (31

) 408-3244

Computer Services

CERTIFIED MAC Tech. Repair/ Sup-
port/ Consulting/ Tutoring. (310)

980-9254, macninjas@mac.com

Moed a

COMPUTER

Nerd?

woerwr LANerd S guad.oom

Home or Business
16 Years in Servicn

N
Rl

il S ﬁ ]
(390}'2'31-51&5
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Att Services

Law Offices of

Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil
Personal Injury
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works, Construction Division, for
the repair of an existing outlet structure, construction of
24-inch and 54-inch reinforced concrete pipes, concrete
collars attached to concrete piles, and other appurtenant
work under Project ID No. FCC0000962, Project No. 248,
Montana Avenue Storm Drain Repair, in the City of
Santa Monica.

The Bids must be submitted at the Cashier's Office,
located on the Mezzanine level, 900 South Fremont
Avenue, Alhambra, California 91803-1331, before 11
a.m. on Tuesday, June 14, 2005. The Bids will then be
publicly opened and read in Conference Room A or at
the location posted in the main lobby.

The Work shall be done in accordance with the Plans
and Specifications on file and open for inspection at the
County Board of Supervisors Executive Office and the
Department of Public Works. The Work is estimated to
cost between $300,000 and $350,000 and shall be com-
pleted in 45 working days. The Work requires a Class A
or C42 contractor's license. Prebid questions regarding
the Plans and Specifications should be directed to Mr.
Joseph Li at (626) 458-7839.

The Bids must be submitted on the Proposal forms
included in the Bidder's package of the Contract
Documents, which may be purchased for $15, if picked
up at the aforementioned Cashier's Office, (626) 458-
6959, Monday through Thursday between 7 a.m. and
5:30 p.m., or for $19, if mailed, which includes postage
and handling.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a certified check,
cashier's check, or surety bond payable to Los Angeles
County in an amount equal to at least 10 percent of the
Bid to guarantee that the Bidder will enter into the
Contract if it is so awarded.

All persons performing the Work shall be paid not less
than the General Prevailing Wage Determination made
by the Director of Industrial Relations pursuant to the
California Labor Code. Copies of these wage rates are
available at the Department of Public Works.

The Bid must provide full disclosure of False Claims Act
violations, labor law/payroll violations, debarments,
and civil/criminal legal actions as provided for on the
forms included as part of the Proposal. Failure to com-
plete these forms may result in a determination that the
Bidder is nonresponsive and/or not responsible.

The Contract, if awarded, will be awarded to the lowest
responsive and responsible Bidder; however, the Board of
Supervisors reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

A responsible Bidder is a Bidder who has demonstrated
the attribute of trustworthiness, as well as quality, fitness,
capacity, and experience to satisfactorily perform the
Contract. It is the County's policy to conduct business
only with responsible contractors.

The successful Bidder will be required to fully comply
with all applicable State and Federal reporting require-
ments relating to employment reporting for its employ-
ees and comply with all lawfully served Wage and
Earnings Assignment Orders and Notice of Assignment
and continue to maintain compliance throughout the
duration of the Contract. Failure to comply may be
cause for termination of the Contract or initiation of
debarment proceedings.

The successful Bidder will be required to submit a faith-
ful performance bond, payment bond, liability insur-
ance, and workers' compensation insurance with the
Contract.

As provided for in Section 22300 of the California Public
Contract Code, the Contractor may substitute securities
for any monies withheld by the Department of Public
Works to ensure performance under the Contract or
enter into an escrow agreement for payment of such
monies to an escrow agent.

Each person by submitting a response to this Notice
Inviting Bids certifies that such Bidder and each County
lobbyist and County lobbying firm, as defined by Los
Angeles County Code Section 2.160.010, retained by the
bidder, is in full compliance with Chapter 2.160 of the
Los Angeles County Code.

Para mas informacion con relacion a esta noticia, por
favor lame a este numero
(626) 458-3118. Nuestras horas de oficina son de 7 a.m,
a5 p.m. de Lunes a Jueves

The County supports and encourages equal opportunity
contracting.

By order of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los
Angeles, State of California.

Dated May 17, 2005.
Violet Varona-Lukens
Executive Officer

of the Board of Supervisors

Santa Monica Daily Press
(CN729349 00246 May 23,24,25,26,27, 2005
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — Kylie Minogue’s cancer
treatment may force her and boyfriend Olivier Martinez
to postpone plans to have a baby, New Idea magazine
reported.

Minogue was recovering in her hometown of
Melbourne after a cancerous lump was successfully
removed from her breast Friday. Doctors were confident
they had caught the disease early enough to prevent it
from spreading.

The Daily Telegraph newspaper in Sydney printed a
photo Monday of the singer wearing dark glasses and
holding Martinez’s hand as she left a Melbourne hospital.

No details of her follow-up treatment have been
released.

Martinez was quoted as saying the couple had been
planning to have a child.

“We were going to start working on it after the tour
was over,” the French actor was quoted as telling New
Idea magazine. “Now it will be put off; not forever —
we pray and hope — but for the time being.”

Minogue, who will be 37 on Saturday, has called off
a tour of Australia and Asia.

A message posted on her Web site said the pop star
“has friends and family around her, and her spirits are
high.”

Olivier co-starred with Diane Lane in the 2002 film
“Unfaithful.”

NEW YORK — Perhaps looking to capitalize on that
“new mom” glow, Estee Lauder has named Gwyneth
Paltrow as one of the faces of the makeup and fragrance
brand.

The Oscar-winning actress has signed a multiyear

Lawrence come home: O’Toole to star in ‘Lassie’

contract. She will first appear in a new global print and
TV ad campaign to begin this holiday season for
Pleasures fragrance, Estee Lauder announced Monday.

“I am very proud to be a part of such a fine company,”
Paltrow said in a statement. “Its roots have been deep in
the culture of classic American beauty for decades.”

Elizabeth Hurley, the primary spokesmodel for Estee
Lauder since 1995, when Pleasures was launched, will
become the new face of the company’s Re-Nutriv skin
care line. Models Liya Kebede and Carolyn Murphy
remain as representatives of various Estee Lauder prod-
ucts.

The 32-year-old Paltrow and her husband, Coldplay
lead singer Chris Martin, celebrated the first birthday of
their daughter, Apple, on May 14.

Paltrow won an Oscar for her role in 1998’s
“Shakespeare in Love.” She’ll appear in “Proof,” an
adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning play set for
release this fall.

NEW YORK — Goodbye Mr. Chips, hello Lassie.

Peter O’Toole, whose screen credits include
“Lawrence of Arabia,” “The Lion in Winter” and
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” will star in “Lassie,” a new

adaptation of the 1938 novel “Lassie Come Home” by
Eric Knight.

The 72-year-old actor will play the Duke of Rudling.
He will co-star with Samantha Morton and Peter
Dinklage.

Directed by Charles Sturridge, the movie was to
begin shooting Monday on location in Ireland and the
Isle of Man. In it, the Carraclough family, who live in a
Yorkshire, England, mining town, fall on hard times on
the eve of World War II, forcing them to sell their
beloved dog to the Duke of Rudling, who lives in a

remote castle on the northern coast of Scotland. Lassie
then embarks on a long journey of several hundred
miles to return to her family.

Elizabeth Taylor and Roddy McDowall starred in
1943’s “Lassie Come Home.” There have been a string
of other films and more than 675 half-hour TV episodes.
The collie also has been frequently parodied for her
uncanny ability to communicate with people by barking.

O’Toole received seven Oscar nominations before
being given an honorary award in 2003. He had a sup-
porting role in the 2004 Brad Pitt epic “Troy.”

UNIVERSITY CITY, Mo. — Hundreds of fans lined a
city block in this St. Louis suburb to catch a glimpse of
stars like Adam Sandler, Chris Rock and Burt Reynolds
at the premiere of “The Longest Yard” to benefit rap
star Nelly’s charity.

Nelly, who has a role in the film, requested the event.
Proceeds will help his JesUs4Jackie campaign, a nation-
al bone marrow initiative in honor of his sister
Jacqueline “Jackie” Donahue, who lost her battle with
leukemia on March 24 at age 31.

Nelly, who emerged from the theater dressed in white
with a popcorn box in hand, spoke about the importance
of the marrow drives and greeted screaming fans, who
stood 10 deep in places. A few enthusiastic fans sat on
the shoulders of others or peered from the upper levels
of a parking garage for a better view.

A donor was never found for Donahue, but Nelly said
her legacy continues and others have been helped
through the drives.

“We’re going to continue, you know, to push and
help save lives,” he said. “You know, no matter what
happens in my career, I know that I’ve helped to save a
few lives and no one can take that from me.”
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