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By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles County’s
transit board voted its first fare hike in eight
years Thursday, a $10 increase in the monthly
pass, as it sought to deal with budget woes.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority
board voted 9-4 to raise the cost of a monthly
pass for bus and rail transit to $52.
Semimonthly and weekly passes will jump $6
and $3, respectively.

And the price of a single ticket was lowered
10 cents to $1.25.

The hikes, which take effect Jan. 1, are
expected to provide about $40 million in addi-
tional revenues annually.

However, monthly passes will be unchanged
at $20 for students and $12 for senior citizens
and the disabled. MTA spokesman Marc
Littman said about 24 percent of riders buy sin-
gle tickets compared to 39 percent who use
passes. However, single-ticket riders contribute
about 10 percent more ticket revenue.

Littman said the agency wanted to make the
system more equitable by lowering the cost of
single tickets.

“We find that the poorest of the poor tend to
pay the regular cash fare because they cannot
afford a regular pass,” said Littman. “They are
forking out the full cash fare. That’s not fair.”

The county’s transit system is the second-
largest in the country with at least 500,000

round-trip riders daily.
Bus and rail fares have been unchanged

since 1995 and the price of a monthly pass has-
n’t increased since 1989, while at the same
time inflation has raised costs by 51 percent,
Snoble said.

The changes are part of the agency’s $2.8
billion budget for fiscal 2003-2004, which was
approved Thursday. It includes layoffs and
decreased bus service along with an additional
$147 million in spending — a 6 percent
increase — to pay for construction projects and
operation of a new rail line between downtown
Los Angeles and Pasadena.

Thirty new buses also will be purchased.

MTA board votes to increase L.A. bus fares

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Santa Monica police offiers are briefed before the raid Friday morning.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Members of the Santa Monica Police SWAT
Team, loaded down with equipment, walk down
an alley near an early Friday morning raid con-
ducted on the 1900 block of 17th Street.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

An emergency meeting was called this week by
residents concerned about gang violence in their
neighborhood.

Oscar de la Torre, director of the Pico Youth and
Family Center, led the meeting at Virginia Avenue
Park, which was held on Wednesday.

Concerned about gang-related shootings three days
in a row last week and another incident two weeks ago

Residents organize
in face of violence

Three apartment raids link suspects
to recent violence in neighborhood  

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Police arrested four people and recovered
weapons Thursday and Friday in connection to the
recent gang-related shootings in an eastside Santa
Monica neighborhood.

Santa Monica Police conducted searches at three
apartments in Santa Monica, resulting in the arrest of

Four arrested in
connection with
Pico shootings

See RAID, page 6

See MEETING, page 5
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★ You thought you were going to get

some peace and quiet! But you find others to be
cranky. What should you do? Isolate yourself, my
dear Ram, or nap, because Sunday will be yet
another story. Prepare for an upcoming event.
Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Take your time. Snooze a little

longer than usual. You’ll have a great time no
matter where you are. Loosen up and be more
playful. Christen this weekend with all the sense
of luxury and enjoyment that is associated with
your sign. Tonight: You are the party!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Others make demands because they

know you give a lot. Nevertheless, run up the flag
and lead the gang into one of the most fun week-
ends of the year. Your efforts will be rewarded by
Monday. Make the most out of the moment.
Tonight: All eyes turn to you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Take off, even if there might be a

hassle or two on the way. Just don’t make any-
thing more important than it really is. Meet
someone halfway or even just go and visit him or
her. Be ready to do some exploring. Do things
differently. Tonight: Take a risk!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Someone wants to do what he or

she wants and not what you desire. Let it be. Go
along with this person’s needs, and you could be
delighted by what happens later. Trust more
often, following through on what you desire.
Laughter surrounds you. Tonight: Say “no” to a
friend and “yes” to a loved one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Though a close roommate

(maybe even the family cat) could be cranky, let
it go. Spoil this person and get everyone and your
weekend back on target. It can happen — know
that. Others walk toward you. Tonight: Throw a
party. Catch up on a friend’s news.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ You might need to pull the barbecue

together or do something special for your friends.
Many of you will be completing the tail end of a
project as well. Don’t worry about the lack of
activity or celebration for the moment. Tonight:
Do whatever is easy.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You seem to be having a party.

Help a loved one or would-be loved one get into
the spirit of the weekend. You know just what to
do to put a smile on others’ faces. Make it your
obligation to do just that! Tonight: Play away.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ If you want, invite friends over for

a fun get-together. Realize that spontaneity is
your forte. Nothing has to change here. Imagine.
Create more of the atmosphere you thrive on,
even if a partner is touchy. Tonight: Make it easy.
Remember, your home is your castle.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Call friends and loved ones and

wish them the best. Your levity makes a big dif-
ference. Gather with your pals, making the most
of an opportunity. Listen well to news that anoth-
er shares, reading between the lines. Tonight:
Love the moment; love who you’re with.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ An opportunity heads your way.

Don’t worry so much about the cost. Do whatever
you need to do to make the most of the moment.
Others could be a bit cranky. Decide not to partic-
ipate. Do your thing. Tonight: Be available.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ You are personality plus. Don’t do

anything halfway. Others appreciate your cheery
spirit and happy ways. Your laughter helps those
who might not be as spirited as you. Know that
anything is possible. Tonight: What would make
you happy?

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday, May 24, 2003:
Understand what works. Pressure often builds, and you don’t know exactly what to do to make the

situation flourish. Let go of a traditional viewpoint, especially professionally. The unusual functions
in an unprecedented manner. Learn to walk away from black and white thinking. If something
unpleasant occurs, know that ultimately everything will work out for the better. If you are single and
haven’t met “the one” yet, get ready. Your gregarious nature draws many toward you. If you are
attached, sometimes your sweetie might be willful or touchy. Help this person move through his or
her moods. A positive change on the home front is likely after August. PISCES can be challenging.

OULEVARD
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The week ended with some pretty small waves in the bay, but better days

are ahead. For now, it’s a hodgepodge of NW wind and ground swell with a

shadowed SW in the wings.

BAD NEWS: Saturday morning will more or less suck. It will build

through the day.

GOOD NEWS: Sunday should be fun, small and perfectly acceptable.

OUTLOOK: A new SW fills in Monday, with best waves on Tuesday

and Wednesday.

Today the
water Is:

58º
LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE

Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

SATURDAY 12:11 2.1 12:03 0.4 5:31 3.9 6:51 4.7

SUNDAY 1:04 1.5 12:41 0.7 6:37 3.8 7:17 5.0

MONDAY 1:46 1.0 1:13 1.0 7:31 3.8 7:40 5.2

TUESDAY 2:22 0.5 1:40 1.3 8:19 3.7 8:03 5.4

WEDNESDAY 2:55 0.1 2:06 1.6 9:02 3.7 8:25 5.6

THURSDAY 3:27 -0.2 2:31 1.8 9:43 3.6 8:49 5.7

FRIDAY 3:59 -0.4 2:56 2.1 10:23 3.5 9:15 5.8

Sunrise: 6:00 a.m.
Sunset: 7:58 p.m.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

BEVERLY HILLS ADVANCED SURGERY INSTITUTE
“Advanced  Solutions  for  Foot  &  Ankle  Problems”

◆ Bunions ◆ Ingrown Toenails ◆ Hammertoes
◆ Foot Deformities ◆ Athletic Sports Injuries ◆ Orthotics
◆ Pediatric Foot Care ◆ Reconstructive Surgery ◆ Heel & Arch Pain

◆ Diabetic Foot Care

Comprehensive Consultation & Examination • Same Day Appointments Available
Housecalls/Convalescent Calls • Emphasizing Preventative Medicine

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
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877-525-2830
BOARD

CERTIFIED

FOOT &

ANKLE

SURGEONS 
Grouped Credentials: Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery; Diplomate, American Board of
Podiatric Orthopedics; Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Public Health

TAXES
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AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
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Today’s Special: Store Hours:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
There will be drama for 8th graders today
By Daily Press staff

To raise money for its New York City trip in June, the John Adams 8th grade
drama group will perform “Not-Quite-Shakespeare in the Park” today from 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Miles Playhouse located in Christine Reed Park on Lincoln
Boulevard, just north of Wilshire in Santa Monica.  

Scenes include “Who’s on First,” “Walker London,” “Saturday Night Live,” and
the “Grapes of Wrath.” Admission is $5. After the performance, there is a silent auc-
tion, chair massages, caricature drawings and refreshments. 

Donations for trip scholarships can be made to JAMS Drama Boosters. For more
information, contact JAMS drama teacher, Ms. Marcia McCarthy, at (310) 453-
2326, ext. 186.

Let the games begin
By Daily Press staff

About 350 Special Olympics athletes will compete today in the inaugural Los
Angeles Regional Games at Brentwood School, hosted by the students of
Brentwood School and Westside Special Olympics.

The athletes, from Long Beach, South Bay, Los Angeles, the westside, Santa
Clarita and Tri-Valley area programs, have been training regularly in their events,
and will compete in track and field, golf and tennis.    

The games are a part of the year-long competition offered by Special Olympics.
Athletes compete throughout Southern California in 23 sports on a local level as
well as regionally, in the summer and winter games, as well as internationally dur-
ing the World Games.  

The students of Brentwood School, many of whom have been working for
months to coordinate all aspects of the event, including fund-raising, logistics, pub-
lic relations and games management, will host the Los Angeles Regional Games.

Special Olympics Southern California serves more than 11,000 children and
adults with mental retardation in an 11-county region of Southern California. The
program offers sports training and competition in 23 individual and team sports on
a year-round basis. Athletes range in age from 8 to 80. SOSC is one of 52 accredit-
ed Special Olympics entities operating in the United States.  For more information
about Special Olympics Southern California, visit its Web site at www.sosc.org.

Exhibition to benefit parks, open space in Los Angeles
By Daily Press staff

Hamilton Galleries and Latin American Contemporary Galleries in Santa Monica
are hosting an exhibition of landscape paintings on May 31 to help promote the cre-
ation of more parks and open space in L.A. County.  

Tickets for the opening reception of the exhibition, which is titled “Beautifying
the Landscape of Los Angeles,” are $50 per person. All ticket proceeds and a per-
centage of the art sales will be donated to Olive Branches, a group that promotes
park building and green space in Los Angeles. 

Complimentary cocktails and hors d’oeuvres are part of the 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
opening reception.  

May 25 concert concludes symphony season 
By Daily Press staff 

The Santa Monica Symphony concludes its season with a free program featuring
a cello performance of Dmitri Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto No. 1 on May 25. 

The program begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium on Fourth
and Main street. At 6:45 p.m., UCLA Professor Raymond Knapp will give a pre-
concert lecture.  

The program begins with Claude Debussy’s Petite Suite and concludes with
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7.

Has an ‘E-dition!’
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories, 
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and 
ads all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on 
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LETTERS
City’s homeless policies create tourist fears
Editor:

Being the good Democrat that I am, I was all set to vote yes on Proposition S. This
is because I never bitch about taxes and it seems unfair to penalize our children (I
have none, by the way) just because our city is run by a bunch of morons.  

Then I saw today’s article in your paper that reported that Delta Airlines almost
didn’t renew its contract with a Santa Monica hotel because their employees didn’t
feel safe in Santa Monica due to the homeless population. That got me thinking (and
I hate to say this) that maybe the Republicans have a point about taxes. Why is it that
the city uses a tax increase as the first solution to the problem? How about working
harder on growing revenues or cutting costs?

Santa Monica is sitting on a gold mine of potential tourist dollars but people are
scared to visit or shop in Santa Monica because of the out-of-control homeless situa-
tion. Visitors are disgusted or down-right scared by it all. Meanwhile, our city leaders
think it is all about love and that we shouldn’t let all the bums in the park, the street,
the mall, the... everywhere frighten us. That may be true. In fact, many of us, while
annoyed by it all, are inured to it. 

But why can’t our councilmembers see that it’s not what “we” think, it’s what they
— the visitors to our city — think that is important.  

Mr. Bloom says, “The reaction from Delta was a little over the top...they need to
hear the truth about Santa Monica...” No, Mr. Bloom, it is you and your cohorts in
City Hall that need to hear and listen to the truth: Your policies on homeless are mak-
ing people afraid to come to Santa Monica and that is ruining the city’s tax base.

So I say hold your nose and vote yes on Prop S. We can’t change the city’s ways
overnight and it’s not fair to penalize the children. But remember this vote and go out
and vote next time to remove our inept and irresponsible city councilmembers.

Tom Fuller
Santa Monicaa

‘Education is the touchstone of democracy’
Editor:

My husband and I moved to Santa Monica 20 years ago for its public schools. Our
three children have benefited enormously from the education they’ve received: devot-
ed teachers, challenging curriculum and fantastic students from every background you
can imagine. 

Despite the draconian cutbacks in state funding, our community — Republicans
and Democrats, renters and homeowners, elderly and young — has historically shown
its sustained commitment to the public schools. Even in the last election, the parcel
tax measure passed by a majority of 61 percent, just shy of the 67 percent required by
state law. 

We need to come together again for Measure S. What’s more important than an
educated populace? Education, after all, is the touchstone of democracy.

Joy Horowitz
Santa Monica

SMC needs new leadership
Editor:

On Thursday, March 15, the president of Santa Monica College, Dr. Piedad
Robertson, and a rubber-stamp Board of Trustees (with the notable exception of
Nancy Greenstein) passed the single most devastating cuts in the history of Santa
Monica College. There were many options before the board that would have main-
tained both the financial and academic integrity of SMC. On top of this, the May

See LETTERS, page 5

No monkeying around with Shakespeare writers

The press has been reporting for the
past week or so that monkeys are not as
good at writing plays as humans. 

Surprisingly, the experiment that yield-
ed this startling result was not paid for by
United States taxpayers. Researchers at
Plymouth University in England were
behind this one. 

The idea was to test the old saying that
if you give an infinite number of type-
writers to an infinite number of randomly
typing monkeys, they will eventually pro-
duce the entire works of Shakespeare. 

This famous supposition supposedly
demonstrates the role of chance in evolu-
tion and the creative process. However,
when six monkeys at the Paignton Zoo
were given a computer for a month, they
didn’t come up with Shakespeare. They
didn’t come up with a single word. All they

produced were five unintelligible pages.  
This result has been perceived by many

as proof of monkeys’ inferiority to
humans.  I don’t see it that way and think
the monkeys deserve another chance. 

I admit that the six hairy writers —
Elmo, Gum, Heather, Holly, Mistletoe and
Rowan — did not write a single play in a
month. But what does that prove?  

Would anyone seriously suggest that
Shakespeare wrote his plays in the very first
month that he was given the opportunity to
write? Like all writers, he probably wrote a
lot of gibberish in the beginning too.

Then there is the issue of six monkeys
and only one computer. Would
Shakespeare have come up with his plays
if five other writers had been fighting him
for use of his quill? Isn’t it possible that
Holly might have been the monkey who
was good at dialogue but was pushed
aside by Heather, who got the typing job
because she was good-looking?

The most unfair aspect of the experi-
ment was that the monkeys were not
given the same incentives that human
writers have. Writers need pressure. There
was no gorilla of a producer, editor or net-

work executive standing over the mon-
keys saying that they wouldn’t eat unless
they wrote something good.  

There wasn’t a more successful writer
monkey in the cage next door who always
seems to get the good jobs just because of
his connections. 

Did these monkey writers come from
dysfunctional families? Had they been
politically, religiously or sexually
oppressed? Had they been through tragic
love affairs? Had they been told over and
over again that there’s no chance that they
would succeed? 

Did they get kicked out of school by a
mean fifth-grade teacher who should have
given me — I mean them — one more
chance? Writers are often inspired by a
desire to prove wrong those who doubted
them. Were the monkeys given this moti-
vation? No, they weren’t.

Many people feel that procrastination
is a necessary part of the writing process.
Hemingway supposedly sharpened
dozens of pencils before he would start
writing. Some current writers check their
e-mail repeatedly, make unnecessary
phone calls and re-arrange their desktops

before they begin writing. Were the mon-
keys taught that they should arrange their
bananas in perfect little stacks before they
try to produce literature? No, they weren't. 

So, the only fair thing to do would be to
repeat the experiment. Give the monkeys
more time. Let them use their past strug-
gles. Teach them how to rationalize watch-
ing Sports Center one more time before
beginning the next paragraph. Have a pret-
ty actress-monkey sashay into their cage
and tell the monkey writers that they’re
geniuses. Then they’ll start writing.  

Maybe it won’t be Shakespeare but
given a fair chance, I see no reason why
these monkeys shouldn’t be able to grind
out TV reality shows. 

Unless they’re already more evolved
than that.

Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s
Opinion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com.)

MODERN
TIMES

By Lloyd Garver

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive,
except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite
202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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revised budget from the governor’s office proposed a 50 percent reduction in the
very cuts that resulted in the initial program elimination proposal, a proposal that
was touted as a “last resort” being driven by a reduction in funding. 

SMC’s elimination of architecture, automotive technology and public safety were
about the exercise of power and an attempt to intimidate and control remaining fac-
ulty at the college. The actions of both the administration and the Board of Trustees
reflect a deep-seated contempt for the community of Santa Monica, shared gover-
nance, academic freedom and free speech. 

Students were held in the highest contempt during public comments with Trustee
Roney at one point interrupting a student who criticized the president and warning
that he was close to “slander.” 

Just one minute was given to each speaker to voice their opposition. Trustee
Carol Currey ducked out before the vote was held. No cogent arguments were made
by any of the trustees or administrators to support program elimination. In fact there
was no debate, only hand-wringing and it appeared the issue had been decided
between the trustees and administration in closed session before the open meeting. 

Piedad Robertson has systematically alienated students, faculty and staff at SMC
through her actions. She has failed the community of Santa Monica and acted in a
fiscally irresponsible manner by engaging in empire-building, pursuing the acquisi-
tion of land and the erection of monuments at the expense of education. The
supreme irony in all of this is that Measure U money continues flow, building empty
facilities for nonexistent students.

It is time for new leadership. I urge the community of Santa Monica to support
the students, faculty, and staff of Santa Monica College in a vote of no confidence
against the president of the college.

William Hogan
Santa Monica

No love for ‘flea circus’ city government
Editor:

Having read Thursday’s article on the city council’s vote to make it illegal for
people to camp on the Palisades bluff, I thought at first that this was simply a reprint
of your April Fool’s edition. Assuming that camping is illegal in Palisades Park
itself, I find this vote a waste of time and resources. 

Now that the most radical rent control law in the nation has been brought into
reasonable terms, perhaps an evolving electorate will someday vote this flea circus
of a city government out of office.

John Gorman
Santa Monica

LETTERS
LETTERS, from page 4

in which a stray bullet went through two
walls and hit a dresser in a bedroom of
Maritza Casillas’ home. 

Casillas lives on 17th Street with her
four children. Casillas brought pictures
that showed how the bullet traveled
through her home.

Wednesday’s meeting was organized
by de la Torre, a local group called
Mothers for Justice, Virginia Avenue
Park personnel and the NAACP.

The meeting was called by parents
and families who are concerned about
the recent violence that has broken out in
the neighborhood, which is the poorest in
Santa Monica.

“It was something last minute,” said de
la Torre, who is also a member of the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District
Board. “We felt we needed to respond.”

More than 50 people showed up to the
meeting, including Santa Monica City
Councilman Kevin McKeown, schools
Superintendent John Deasy and school
board member Julia Brownley. 

Santa Monica Police officers were
present at the meeting, though they were
not officially invited, said SMPD Lt.
Frank Fabrega.

“We were told about the meeting and
we felt it was important to be there,” he
said. “We weren’t asked to be there or
participate.”

The group plans to create a task force or
a youth support network to help deal with
the neighborhood’s violence problem. The
group also discussed how to respond to
youth violence and offered suggestions on
how to improve the situation.

“We have no youth violence response
program that involves everyone including
service providers, police and schools,” de la
Torre said. “We are very good at responding
to crisis but sustaining a positive outcome
around this issue is very difficult.”

He added that there was a series of
fights between youth at local schools
before the recent shootings occurred that
wasn’t necessarily gang-related.

“It was connected to more than just
the shootings,” de la Torre said. “There is
racial tension.”

De la Torre said the community has
held meetings and organized at least
three times in the past seven years when
violence has broken out in the neighbor-
hood. And while it helps initially, vio-
lence always seems to reappear. 

“Violence comes in cycles, it’s not

Activist draws corelation
between violence, poverty
MEETING, from page 1

See MEETING, page 7



LOCAL
Page 6 ❑ Saturday, May 24, 2003 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Are you pursuing your life as a fully vital human being, or are you unintentionally living some-
one else’s prescription for your life?  Are your actions based on what you really feel and believe or
on negative programming from your past?  This workshop can help you counter negative thinking
and live free from imagined limitations.  Through videotapes, interactive discussions, and exercises,
Dr. Firestone and Ms. Catlett, coauthors of Conquer Your Critical Inner Voice will challenge your
customary ways of thinking about yourself, your relationships, and your career, and will suggest
actions you can take to expand your boundaries and achieve more fulfillment in life.

With Lisa Firestone, Ph.D. and Joyce Catlett, M.A.
The Glendon Association, Santa Barbara, CA

Conquer Your
Critical Inner Voice:
Overcoming Imagined Limitations

Join these presenters as they explore such important questions as:

■ How do guilt and shame affect us in our everyday lives?  How do negative thoughts
about ourselves keep unnecessary feelings of shame and guilt alive in us? How can we
successfully overcome these barriers to self-realization? 

■ How do destructive thoughts and attitudes undermine our efforts to achieve our full
potential in our work lives? 

■ How does the inner voice interfere with intimacy and closeness in our relationships? 

■ How can people challenge the destructive thoughts or voices that influence addic-
tive behavior and break free of these patterns?

■ How can we deal effectively with negative thinking that leads to a destructive spiral
of depression and hopelessness?

Saturday, May 31, 2003
UCLA – 3126 Rolfe Hall at 9:30am-5:00pm

Course #N9201 ■ Fee $80
For registration info call (310) 825-9971

UCLA Extension

Saturday, May 31

Saturday, May 24
Opening Ceremonies Begin at 9am

Competition & Festivities: 9am-4pm

350 Special Olympics athletes will be competing in:

Track & Field • Golf • Tennis
Hosted by the students of Brentwood School 

& Westside Special Olympics

Brentwood School
100 S. Barrington Place, Brentwood

For info please call 310.215.8380 ext.120

L.A. Regional Games at
Brentwood School

L.A. Regional Games at
Brentwood School

SMPD responds to rash of
shootings in neighborhood
three people. 

A fourth suspect, identified as Ashia
Boldwar, 20, was arrested separately on a
robbery warrant. Police believe he was
allegedly involved in one or more of the
three shootings that occurred earlier this
week and one earlier this month — all
within a three-block radius in the Pico
neighborhood.

Also on Thursday at about the same
time, SMPD arrested Terrence Brown, 23,
in front of his residence in the 1800 block
of 17th Street. Brown,  who police believe
was allegedly involved in the shootings,
was arrested for assault with a deadly
weapon and outstanding warrants.

After Brown’s arrest, SMPD issued a
warrant and searched his apartment, where
officers recovered a firearm and about 100
bullets. Brown was booked into the Santa
Monica Jail. His bail is set at $53,000.

Santa Monica Police SWAT teams and
dozens of other officers descended on one
apartment on 17th Street and one on 11th
Street early Friday morning, resulting in
two arrests.

The first search, which occurred at 7
a.m., resulted in the arrest of Richard
DeLa Cruz, 30, who lives at 1963 17th St.
He was arrested and charged with proba-
tion violation after police found evidence
in his apartment that allegedly links him to
the recent shootings in the neighborhood.
His bail was set at $12,500. Police would-
n’t elaborate on what the evidence was.

The second search occurred about an
hour later in the 1400 block of 11th Street,
and resulted in the arrest of Richard
Hernandez, 19. Police searched
Hernandez’s apartment where they found
evidence allegedly linking him to the shoot-
ings. Hernandez has no bail because he vio-
lated his felony probation, police said.

THE SEARCH

Up to 14 SWAT team members, loaded
down with sub machine guns, sidearms,
bullet-proof vests, shields and gas masks,
descended upon DeLa Cruz’s apartment.
After making initial contact with DeLa
Cruz inside via telephone, police ordered
him, his wife and their 8-year-old son out
of the residence.

Tactical officers then secured the apart-
ment so four SMPD detectives could
search for weapons and ammunition.
Police describe DeLa Cruz as a “subject
of interest” in the rash of shootings. 

SMPD has been gathering intelligence
on the locations and their occupants for
the past several days as part of its on-
going investigation into the shootings that
occurred last Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday. None of the shootings resulted
in injuries.

“(SMPD Chief James T. Butts Jr.)
wants to make a significant impact here,”
said SMPD Deputy Chief Phil Sanchez,
who was Friday’s tactical commander.
“As a community, we will not tolerate
youth violence so he authorizes these
types of deployments to show the preda-
tors that we won’t tolerate this behavior.”

Before Friday’s searches, more than 40
officers were briefed at 6 a.m. by SMPD
Lt. Ray Cooper. SWAT teams were then
deployed to a staging area near the loca-
tions, where they distributed their tactical
gear and prepared for the raids. 

A second briefing was conducted at the
staging area by Sanchez. Once SWAT
teams were set with their gear and instruc-
tions, officers shut down 17th Street and
surrounded DeLa Cruz’s residence.

Officers called DeLa Cruz’s residence
and initially got voice mail. After a sec-
ond call, DeLa Cruz answered and said he
would exit the apartment. After a few
minutes, DeLa Cruz, his wife and child
came out. They were detained in the alley
while SWAT members searched the apart-
ment for additional people. 

“It gives them the opportunity to get out
because our main goal of the special entry
team is to bring the incident to a peaceful
resolution, especially when a child is
involved we want to minimize our actions,”
said SMPD Lt. Frank Fabrega. “Prior to
doing this, we always get intelligence on
these locations so we aren’t surprised.”

By 7:20 a.m., detectives entered the
apartment and searched for weapons and
ammunition for about an hour.

In about 90 percent of the search war-
rants issued by SMPD, police first call the
location and allow the occupants a few
minutes to surrender. 

“The destruction of evidence is not
likely to occur ... you can’t flush a gun
down the toilet,” Fabrega said. “If this
was a narcotics search, we wouldn’t be
waiting for them to come out.”

The searches involved personnel from
three offices of the SMPD, as well as offi-
cers regularly assigned to the neighbor-
hood. The operation also included person-
nel from members of the crisis negotia-
tion team, which remained at the staging
area. They stood ready to deploy to either
location in case the searches became
hostage or barricade situations.

“These are high risk warrants and the
subjects may be armed,” Fabrega said.
“So we bring ample personnel to antici-
pate what is going to happen.”

As detectives searched his apartment,
DeLa Cruz was questioned by police
while his wife and child stood nearby
with other officers. The child wore a
police jacket to stay warm.

A TROUBLED NEIGHBORHOOD

The Pico neighborhood is part of the
city’s eastside and has been plagued with
gang violence and drug-dealing for years.
Most of the tension is territorial —
between the Graveyard Crips and the Santa
Monica 17th Street gang — as well as
racial. One gang is black, the other Latino.

Two of those arrested Thursday and Friday
are black, while the other two are Latino.

For the past decade, most of the gang
activity has been in a relatively small sec-
tion of the neighborhood — 17th Street
and Michigan Avenue. And many of the
gangmembers are youth or young adults
who are on parole or probation, police said.

“These parents need to realize that by
them not getting involved, their sons and
daughters that are involved in gang activ-
ity may end up dead,” Fabrega said. “You
can’t tell me that these parents don’t know
what’s going on.

“They need to open their eyes and they
need to start being parents.” 

The latest shooting happened at 5:18
p.m. on Tuesday, when residents called
the SMPD to report shots being fired in

RAID, from page 1

See RAID, page 7
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NAWAB TAKE-OUT SPECIAL

10% OFF
Not valid on delivery. 

Cannot be combined with any other offers. Exp. 5/31/03

All 
Take-Out

Orders

NAWAB DINNER SPECIAL

50% OFF
Not valid on delivery.  Equal or lesser value. 

Not valid for to-go-orders. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers. Exp. 5/31/03

Buy 1 Dinner or
Entree Get the
2nd for 1/2 off.

FREE DELIVERY
1621 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

(310) 829-1106

FREE DELIVERY

10%
OFF
ANY RIDE
$20 OR
MORE

One coupon per trip.
Valid with coupon

only. Not combinable
with other coupons.

&
passengerswanted.net

Click

Save
Print coupons online

Dinner Special
Complimentary Hummus 

& Fresh Pita with Entree Order
Offer expires 5/31/03

716 Santa Monica Blvd • 310-393-2913 • Catering Available • Free Delivery
Healthy, Fresh, fine Mediterranean Cuisine

• Fresh Pita Baked in our stone ovens

• Chicken Shawarma

• Homemade Falafel, Taboulee, Hummos

• Great Mediterranean Sandwiches

ENTER THE MAIN STREET
MAKEOVER CONTEST

WIN GIFT CERTIFICATES!

June 8th is Main Street Makeover Day

Only one entry per person per address. Contest ends May 28, 2003 at midnight. Winners will be selected
by drawing and will be contacted to be awarded their prizes at the June 8, 2003 Makeover Day Celebration.

Yes, I want to enter the Main Street Makeover Contest!!

My name is: (print) 

My address is:

My phone number is:

My email is:

Mail to: Main Street Merchants Association,
501 Colorado Ave., Ste. 150, Santa Monica, CA 90401

All you have to do

to enter is fill out

and mail in the entry

form below, or go to

www.MainStreetS

M.com, click on the

Makeover entry link

and follow the

instructions.

Police: Violence has
‘scared a lot of people’
the alley on the 1800 block of 17th Street.

On Monday at about 4:50 p.m., SMPD
responded to a call from residents in the
1900 block of 20th Street, who said they
heard shots fired and then saw two black
men fleeing the scene in a small vehicle.
No other details could be provided by wit-
nesses, police said.

On Sunday, a group of people were
shot at in broad daylight at the corner of
17th Street and Michigan Avenue. SMPD
officers responded to the call at 1:55 p.m.
from residents who reported that a group
of men standing at the intersection were
the victims of a drive-by shooting.

SMPD officers spoke to several wit-
nesses who said two male Hispanics
drove by the group of three or four men
and fired several shots. The car, described
as late-model Chevy Suburban with alloy

rimmed wheels, headed south on 17th
Street after the shooting, police said.

Another shooting occurred on May 9 in
the 1800 block of 17th Street. At about
9:10 p.m., SMPD officers responded to
the area and spoke to the person who
reported the shots to police. The witness
said at least two shots were fired, but no
suspects were seen in the area. 

Evidence, including bullet casings, has
been recovered from all of the scenes.
That evidence will be matched up with
what was recovered at the three locations
searched Thursday and Friday, police said. 

More suspects are being sought in
connection with the shootings and SMPD
is working closely with Los Angeles
County probation officials and state pro-
bation authorities.

“They’ve scared a lot of people in the
area,” Fabrega said. 

RAID, from page 6

consistent,” he said. “I would argue
there is a connection between poverty
and violence ... poverty is violence.”

The larger issue is getting to the root
of the problem and understanding why
youth are risking their lives with vio-
lence, de la Torre said. Residents said
they are frustrated because they don’t
feel safe in their own community. They
want more police presence but don’t
want youth of color harassed by police,
de la Torre said.

“The issue is visibility because the
community doesn’t feel safe if police
aren’t visible,” he said. “They want a
high level of professionalism from the
police. They want more police presence
and they don’t see it. 

“People are upset that it happened
three days in row.”

Fabrega said 97 percent of the shoot-
ings that have occurred in the neighbor-
hood in recent years have involved blacks
or Hispanics. He added that no one partic-
ular ethnicity is targeted by police. 

“Officers do not stop individuals for
no reason,” he said. “They have to have

reasonable cause.”
McKeown told people at the meeting

he would discuss beefing up police pres-
ence in the neighborhood with his col-
leagues in City Hall.

But Fabrega said there are police
patrols in the neighborhood every day,
24 hours a day. And during the past three
years, SMPD has added patrols there,
including a helicopter that monitors the
area from the sky.

Patrols include officers assigned to
the beat regularly, as well as plain
clothes officers traveling in unmarked
cars and non-police cars.

Many resident agree with comments
made earlier this week by Peter Tigler,
vice chair of the Pico Neighborhood
Association, that on-going violence
wouldn’t be tolerated in other Santa
Monica neighborhoods. 

“It’s a hard reality to grapple with,” de
la Torre said. “There is a tale of two cities.
It’s social economic classes and race.”

De la Torre also raised the issue that
the state government spends more money
on prisons than it does on schools.

“What are we teaching our kids? We
are sending 13-year-olds to jail ... we are
producing gang bangers,” de la Torre
said. “And there is serious racial ani-
mosity in the prisons right now and it’s
spilling over onto the streets.”

The challenge for parents who are
poor is that they have to work more than
the average person just to make a living
and aren’t as available to their children
as they should be, officials say.

“They have their hands full ... they
are working parents and trying to keep
up with the cost of living in Santa
Monica,” de la Torre said, adding a
recent RAND survey shows the largest
population of single-parent families on
the westside of Los Angeles is in the
Pico neighborhood.

Another meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, May 29 at Virginia Avenue
Park and a peace march — part of the
newly-formed “Pico Peace Movement”
— is planned for June 8.

Residents organize peace
movement in neighborhood
MEETING, from page 5

“What are we teaching
our kids? We are

sending 13-year-olds to
jail ... we are producing

gang bangers. And there
is serious racial
animosity in the

prisons right now and
it’s spilling over onto

the streets.”

– OSCAR DE LA TORRE
School board member and activist
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Lawsuit: Michael Jackson
on the brink of bankruptcy
BY LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

LOS ANGELES — Michael Jackson,
the King of Pop who amassed a half-bil-
lion-dollar fortune over the past 20 years,
is saddled with debt and teetering near
bankruptcy, his former financial advisers
say in a lawsuit.

The lawsuit, set for trial June 18,
claims Jackson’s extravagant spending
has created “a ticking financial time bomb
waiting to explode at any moment.”

Union Finance and Investment Corp. of
South Korea filed the lawsuit in Los
Angeles County Superior Court, claiming
Jackson owes the firm $12 million in fees
and expenses, plus interest. Jackson previ-
ously paid the firm $3 million, the firm said.
The lawsuit also seeks punitive damages.

Brian Oxman, a Jackson family attor-
ney, said he does not believe the 44-year-
old singer is near bankruptcy.

“I see no signs of this impending disas-
ter,” Oxman said. “I cannot say it for 100
percent sure because nobody knows his
financial statements. But I can say it for a
reasonable certainty.”

Oxman also said that Union Finance
has been paid for its work.

The lawsuit was filed in April 2002 by
Union Finance, described as one of South
Korea’s leading financial advisory firms.
Jackson hired Union Finance in 1998 to
help straighten out his finances, according
to the lawsuit.

“When they were retained, plaintiffs
believed that Jackson was incredibly
wealthy,” the lawsuit states. “At the time
plaintiffs agreed to work for Jackson,
there was no clue that Jackson’s extrava-
gant lifestyle had all but bankrupted him.”

The firm said it soon discovered that

Jackson had only two months’ worth of
available funds.

Union Finance’s lawyer said that he
stands by the allegations in the year-old
lawsuit and that he took Jackson’s deposi-
tion last week in Beverly Hills.

“For whatever reason, Michael
Jackson is not paying his debts,” said
Pierce O’Donnell, a leading entertainment
finance lawyer. “He has little or no means
of income. He lives off a line of credit.”

He added: “The day of reckoning is
near.”

Forbes magazine last year estimated
that Jackson was earning $50 million a
year at the height of his popularity in the
1980s and ’90s and had amassed $500
million over his career. Forbes estimated
Jackson has $200 million in debts but a
net worth of $350 million.

Jackson’s 1982 album “Thriller,”
which has sold 26 million copies, is sec-
ond behind the Eagles’ first greatest hits
album in all-time sales in the United
States. But sales of recent Jackson albums
have sagged.

Jackson’s assets include his Neverland
ranch in the hills above Santa Barbara and
homes in Southern California and Las
Vegas. Most of Jackson’s assets are in musi-
cal holdings worth an estimated $450 mil-
lion, including 200 Beatles titles and songs
recorded by Elvis Presley, Forbes reported.

He is a voracious spender. In 2002, he
racked up a $100,000 hotel bill on a brief
trip to New York, according to Forbes.

Union Finance said it helped Jackson
obtain $200 million in loans through
Bank of America between 1998 and 2000.
In his deposition last week, Jackson said
he didn’t know how much he owed on the
loans, O’Donnell said.

ChevronTexaco asks judge to
dismiss Nigerian death claims
BY DAVID KRAVETS
AP Legal Affairs Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — ChevronTexaco
Corp. urged a federal judge Friday to dis-
miss a lawsuit alleging it was complicit in
the deaths of nine Nigerians during African
oil protests in 1998 and 1999.

The suit was filed on behalf of victims
of attacks on protesters on an offshore oil
platform in May 1998 and on residents of
two villages in January 1999.

ChevronTexaco told U.S. District
Court Judge Susan Illston that the San
Ramon-based company is not liable for
wrongful death and other damages to sur-
vivors. The company said it cannot be
sued in American courts for the actions of
its subsidiary, Chevron Nigeria Ltd.

The subsidiary is accused of being
linked to the Nigerian military that alleged-
ly carried out the attacks on protesters who
boarded the Parabe platform nine miles off
the Nigerian coast. It is also accused of
assisting in the raid on the Opia and Ikenya
villages nearby the oil concern’s exporting
facility, Escravos Terminal.

ChevronTexaco attorney John M.
Grenfell told the judge that, while the oil
giant has full financial control of the sub-
sidiary, CNL controlled its own daily oper-
ations and that the subsidiary left the parent
out of the loop about the region’s volatility.

“They had no instructions from the
United States on how to handle this situa-
tion,” Grenfell said. He later added that
there was “no basis for plaintiffs’ claims
that CNL acted under the control of the
Chevron Corporation.”

The attack on the Parabe occurred after
environmental demonstrators occupied
the platform. Two were killed and two
others wounded by the Nigerian military
flown to the site in helicopters.

The suit said the Chevron subsidiary
provided the helicopters and helped to
plan the assault on nonviolent protesters.
Chevron described the protesters as
armed youths who took more than 200
workers hostage.

The suit also said ChevronTexaco pro-
vided planes, boats and planning for
unprovoked military attacks on two vil-
lages in which some villagers were killed.
ChevronTexaco said villagers had fired
on the soldiers.

The suit alleged that ChevronTexaco
houses, feeds and equips soldiers at com-
pany sites, and that the attacks were meant
to silence environmental opposition.

Outside of court, Oronto Douglas, a
Nigerian attorney representing the two
villages, said they were completely
burned and hundreds of residents
became refugees. Seven residents were
killed, he said.
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BY STEVE LAWRENCE
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Hit by criticism from open
meeting advocates, Gov. Gray Davis is rethinking a
plan to save about $9.3 million a year by dropping a
mandate that requires local government boards to post
their agendas.

Spokesman Steve Maviglio said Friday that Davis
hopes to find a way to keep the posting requirement in
place but avoid the cost of reimbursing local govern-
ments for complying with it.

“Does it make sense for them to Xerox their (meeting)
notices and get paid for that?” Maviglio asked.

He said the posting proposal would be reviewed “as
part of a larger discussion we want to have on mandates
with the Legislature. ... We’re seeking to see if we can
protect the open government provisions and save the
state money.”

Critics say the proposal to drop the posting require-
ment “strikes at the heart” of the state’s open meeting
laws by making it easier for local governments to slip
through controversial decisions without much public
notice.

“As soon as something comes up that will be highly
controversial or highly embarrassing the inclination will
be to try to minimize the publicity of it,” said Tom
Newton, general counsel for the California Newspaper
Publishers Association. “That’s been the history.”

Davis proposed last week that lawmakers abolish the
requirement that city councils, county boards of supervi-
sors, school boards and other local government boards
post their agendas in public at least 72 hours before their
regular meetings and 24 hours before special meetings.

The governor also suggested that lawmakers suspend
another 34 local government mandates as part of his plan
to erase a $38.2 billion budget deficit. The California
Constitution requires the state to reimburse local govern-
ments for the cost of mandates it imposes on them.

The administration said the agenda posting require-
ment, which was suspended during an earlier budget cri-
sis in the 1990s, forces local governments “to perform
activities that any responsible public agency should per-
form without being mandated, and retaining it would
continue the state’s obligation to pay the cost.”

Terry Francke, general counsel for the California First
Amendment Coalition, said most local governments
probably would continue to post their agendas and abide
by a requirement that they provide a brief description of
each item to be acted on.

But some agencies might not post agendas or they
might use vaguely worded descriptions to disguise con-
troversial proposals or find it easier to add last-minute
items to their agendas, he added.

“It’s that kind of behavior by a minority of agencies
once in a while that would be the serious problem,” he
said. “Right now if they act that way the law allows a
court to set the action aside. Without the mandate, you
really can’t do anything about it but kick and scream.”

Both Francke and Newton questioned whether the
amount the state pays local agencies to comply with the
posting requirement is justified.

Francke said he once sampled reimbursement claims
filed with the state controller’s office and noticed “some

astonishing anomalies” in the amounts requested to cover
the posting requirement.

“A school district one fifth the size of another district
... would have a claim five times as large for agenda
preparation and posting,” he said.

Francke said local agencies have persuaded the State
Board of Control, the three-member panel that rules on
mandate claims, that the cost of posting agendas includes
“not only the clerical cost of typing it up but administra-
tive time and attorney time in reviewing it to make sure
it complies with the law and training and a variety of
other costs.”

Said Newton, “You get these highly paid, highly
skilled local government lobbyists that have the ability to
go in there and find costs where mere mortals would
never find them.”

Dwight Stenbakken, legislative director for the
League of California Cities, said reimbursement
claims filed by local agencies are “thoroughly vetted”
by the board. The reimbursement process “is not
quick or reliable when it comes to making payments
but it is thorough.”

The “vast majority” of cities would keep honoring the
posting requirement without a mandate, Stenbakken said.
“This is a practice that should be observed whether it’s
mandated or not, whether it’s paid for or not.”
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EXTRA!! EXTRA!!
Santa Monica Daily Press now at newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in 
permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard 

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

Watch for future newsstands at a location near you!

Davis rethinking plan to drop agenda-posting mandate

“A school district one-fifth the size
of another district ... would have a

claim five times as large for
agenda preparation and posting.”

– TERRY FRANCKE
General counsel
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Unarmed man killed in
New York police raid
BY MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — An unarmed African
immigrant visiting his rented storage
room was shot and killed by a plain-
clothes police officer who was guarding
counterfeit merchandise down the hall,
police said Friday.

Ousmane Zango was shot four times
after a chase through the hallway of a
Chelsea storage facility where he repaired
sculptures and drums imported from
Africa, police and acquaintances said.

Two rooms in the facility had just been
raided by Staten Island officers investi-
gating a compact disc counterfeiting
operation, Police Commissioner Ray
Kelly said Friday.

Zango was visiting his cramped,
improvised studio around 4 p.m.
Thursday afternoon. Down the hall, an
unidentified officer was guarding coun-
terfeit CDs that were seized in the raid.

Zango had no connection to the coun-
terfeiting operation and no criminal
record. Kelly said it was unclear why the
officer began to chase him.

The shooting brought back memories
of the death of African immigrant

Amadou Diallo, who was shot and killed
by four white officers who said they mis-
took his wallet for a weapon.

The officers were cleared of murder
and other charges in a state criminal trial
in 2000, and the case inflamed racial ten-
sions in New York.

Civil rights activist and Democratic
presidential candidate Al Sharpton
decried the latest shooting.

“Something does not smell right about
this and something clearly must be dealt
with,” he said. “It seems that we are
beginning to see a pattern of police mis-
conduct again reminiscent of some of the
days we thought we put behind us.”

The department’s Internal Affairs
Bureau is investigating the shooting,
Kelly said.

The shooting also comes a week after
police mistakenly raided the apartment
of a 57-year-old Harlem woman who
went into cardiac arrest and died after
officers detonated a flash grenade and
handcuffed her.

A police informant had wrongly iden-
tified Alberta Spruill’s apartment as one
used by a drug dealer to stash cocaine
and heroin.

Tie-breaker

U.S. Senate Pool via APTN/Associated Press
Vice President Dick Cheney, is shown in this image from video after cast-
ing the decisive vote in the U.S. Senate, 51-50, for approval of $330 billion
in new tax cuts for families, investors and businesses on Friday in
Washington.

BY KIM HOUSEGO
Associated Press Writer

CORSO, Algeria — A wide-eyed
Algerian toddler was tenderly lifted from
the ruins of her family’s home Friday,
two days after a devastating earthquake
killed more than 1,600 people — a tiny
survivor found by rescuers who heard
her plaintive cries for her mother.

Two-year-old Emilie Kaidi survived
beneath the shattered concrete of her col-
lapsed ground-floor bedroom, sheltered
by a door that fell across a television set.

A Spanish volunteer, wedged in a tiny
hole in the rubble, handed the black-
haired little girl dressed in a red shirt up
to other rescuers. She did not have any
visible injuries, and later waved as she
was taken away in an ambulance.

Emilie’s parents also survived the
Wednesday evening earthquake that
destroyed their hometown, Corso, east of
the capital Algiers. However, her sister,
4-year-old Lisa, was missing.

Despite the dramatic rescue, workers
said they were losing hope for finding
more people alive after the 6.8-magni-
tude quake.

Rescuers have stopped listening for
voices of the living, and instead were
being guided by the scent of decaying
bodies, said Saa Sayah, a captain in
Algeria’s civil protection unit.

“There is not much hope here,” he
said in front of a collapsed four-story
building in the city of Boumerdes. “We
have already pulled up four bodies, but
we can’t get further inside.”

More than 1,600 people were con-
firmed dead and 7,207 injured — but the
death toll was expected to rise, with more
bodies thought to be buried and with little
heavy machinery to clear the devastation.

Villagers suffering from shortages of
food, water, electricity, shelter — even
blankets — accused the government of a
poor response to the earthquake.

Left to their own devices, residents
struggled in vain to move huge slabs of
cement with their bare hands or shovels.

“We have only our hands and ham-

mers,” Corso resident Ismail Lizir, 42,
said. “There has been no sign of local
authorities.”

“Nobody has visited us, not even to
establish a death count,” said 34-year-old
Yoscef Manel. “Helicopters flew over-
head and the interior minister drove
through, but it’s noise for nothing.”

The government tried to help, moving
dozens of ambulances, 3,000 police and
security agents and electrical workers
into the quake zone. The army sent tents,
ambulances and engineering equipment,
and water trucks were making the rounds
of stricken villages.

Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia
announced that victims would receive
monetary aid and housing.

Countries around the world sent assis-
tance. Germany promised a field hospi-
tal, Sweden and Switzerland dispatched
sniffer dogs, Russia sent rescue experts.
Turkey — a country often hit by quakes
— pitched in with a search team, tents
and medicine.

President Bush called Algerian
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika and
assured him of the “support and friend-
ship of the United States,” the official
news agency reported.

In Corso, the quake flattened the bak-
eries and food was running low. A phar-
macist dumped her stocks of medicines
onto the pavement and volunteers dis-
tributed them.

“We are giving them away to those
who need them,” said Malek Fadalia.
“You can’t make people pay at a time
like this. People are dying.”

In Algiers and across the damaged
area, many woke up in streets and public
parks Friday after spending the night out-
doors, fearful of continuing aftershocks.
Police were on heightened alert to stop
thieves from looting abandoned homes.

Victims’ bodies were wrapped in
blankets and plastic bags at morgues.
Townspeople searching for missing rela-
tives covered their faces against the
stench of decay as they moved from
body to body,

Algerians quake kills
1,600, 2-year-old saved

Nabil/Associated Press
Rescue workers evacuate a resident from a collapsed building in Reghaia
in the Boumerdes region, about 30 kilometers east of Algiers on Thursday.

By The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK — An Arkansas man was awarded more than $19 million Friday after
a jury found that a tobacco company’s defective product contributed to his wife’s death.

The federal verdict includes $15 million in punitive damages against Brown &
Williamson Tobacco Co. and $4,025,000 in actual damages in the 1999 smoking-relat-
ed death of Mary Jane Boerner.

The suit was first filed in June 1998 by Henry Boerner and Mary Jane Boerner. Mrs.
Boerner, who had smoked for 36 years before quitting, died the following year at age 69.

Jurors deliberated for three days before agreeing that Brown & Williamson’s prod-
uct is defective because it’s unreasonably dangerous by design.

Jurors found in Brown & Williamson’s favor on an allegation that cigarettes once
had inadequate warning labels.

Tobacco jury awards $19 million
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two 18 hole layouts only 40 minutes from Santa Monica

27734 Sand Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Clubhouse - 661 252-8484 Golf Shop - 661 252-7666

It's Not a Private Club. 
It Just Plays Like One. 

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination
as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs. 

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

Sorenstam misses the cut in PGA Tour debut
BY DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

FORT WORTH, Texas — Annika Sorenstam was
good enough to play against the men, but only for two days.

Her historic ride at the Colonial ended abruptly Friday
afternoon when she stumbled to five bogeys in a span of
eight holes and missed the cut by four shots.

She made a 14-foot par putt on the 18th hole for a 4-
over 74 and left the green in tears, emotionally worn out
from the intense scrutiny of being the first woman in 58
years to play on the PGA Tour.

Sorenstam played two rounds over the 7,080-yard
Colonial in 5-over 145 and tied for 96th, finishing ahead
of 11 players.

No one knew how she would fare against the best
players in the world, especially on a course that was
longer and tougher than anything she has played.

By the end of her remarkable two days, no one cared.
She teed off Thursday morning amid resounding cheers.

Late Friday afternoon, she walked toward the 18th green to
a standing ovation that shook the tradition-rich club.

Sorenstam had to scramble for par on the final hole —
something she was forced to do throughout a hot, sticky
afternoon before another raucous gallery.

Her two-day total of 145 was eight strokes better than
the odds out of Las Vegas, and she impressed some of her
skeptics with alarming accuracy despite intense pressure
over 36 holes.

Sorenstam wound up 13 strokes behind co-leaders
Kenny Perry (64) and Dan Forsman (66), who will take a
one-stroke lead into the weekend.

It probably won’t be the same.
Sorenstam brought a buzz to Colonial not seen since

Ben Hogan was prowling a course that became known as
“Hogan’s Alley.”

For one week — and maybe longer — this was
“Annika’s Alley.”

“It’s been fantastic,” Sorenstam said. “They have

cheered me on from the first tee to the 18th hole. I didn’t
want to let them down.”

Babe Zaharias was the last woman to compete on the tour,
in 1945. If there is another, Sorenstam says it won’t be her.

“It was a great week but I’ve got to go back to my
tour, where I belong,” she said. “I’m glad I did it, but this
is way over my head.”

Some of the men applauded her nonetheless.
“The way she handled herself with style and grace ...

it’s kind of a sad ending, I suppose,” Forsman said. “I
want to see the rest of the story.”

For a fleeting moment, this looked as if it might have
a storybook ending.

An afternoon start brought slightly tougher conditions
on the course, and wild enthusiasm among the thousands of
fans outside the ropes. Fans were stacked so deep behind
the green that some cheered without ever seeing the shot.

Support came from all quarters.
“I hope she makes the cut,” President Bush said from

his ranch in Crawford, about two hours away.
Sorenstam raised everyone’s hopes early.
She saved par from the bunker twice on the first three

holes. In between, she fired at the flag and holed an 8-
foot birdie putt on No. 2 to get to even par for the tour-
nament, just inside the cut line.

Still, there were signs she was not on top of her game,
that three months of buildup and three days under intense

scrutiny were starting to take their toll.
It began to unravel on No. 5, the last of a three-hole

stretch known as the “Horrible Horseshoe,” when her tee
shot sailed to the right and into the trees.

Sorenstam was lucky the branches knocked the ball
into the rough instead of sending it into the hazard. She
punched out to the fairway, missed the green to the left
and had to make a 15-foot putt for bogey.

Another chunked chip on No. 6 led to another bogey.
She took three putts from 70 feet on the eighth hole, her
first effort barely making it up the ridge.

“I wasn’t as tough as I thought I was,” she said. “I was
so nervous.”

Just like that, she was at 3 over for the tournament and
in need of at least two birdies on the back nine just to
qualify for the weekend.

Her hopes ended quickly with a pair of three-putts —
from 30 feet on the 10th, and from close to 50 feet on No.
12, when her short par putt lipped out and sent her to 5 over.

Sorenstam said she wasn’t trying to prove anything to
anyone, least of all that she could beat the boys.

Even those at the top of the leaderboard were impressed.
“I played with Tiger two times last year ... and the

media scrutiny was really intense out there,” Perry said.
“I performed very poorly. And she shoots 71. My hat’s
off to her. I think she did a great job.”

Jesper Parnevik, who had a 68 and was among those
at 6-under 134, said after a practice round with
Sorenstam on Tuesday that for her to break 75 both days
would be a realistic goal.

Sorenstam was better than that, and well under the 153
predicted by the Las Vegas bookmakers.

“She played amazing,” Parnevik said. “I guess we have
the Shark, the Tiger and now we have the Superwoman.”

Now she goes back to her day job.
After two rounds on the most demanding stage, before

the kind of crowds she has never seen and might not ever
again, Sorenstam has a title to defend next week outside
Chicago in the Kellogg-Keebler Classic.

“It’s been fantastic. They have
cheered me on from the first tee to

the 18th hole. I didn’t want to let
them down.”

– ANNIKA SORENSTAM
Female golfer
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond

Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

ADVERTISE
HERE!
2x3.5

As low as $25 
a day

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA STONE • SWEDISH • THAI MASSAGE

DEEP CIRCULATORY BODY• REFLEXOLOGY

Laura  Cavanaugh
310-210-1265

FREE OIL CHANGE 
COUPON FOR VOLKSWAGENS ONLY 

1 CAR PER CUSTOMER. VALID THRU 5/15/03

“since 1970”

2624 LINCOLN BLVD. SANTA MONICA
396-7739 • 392-5541

LAYNE’S WESTSIDE
INDEPENDENT

Volkswagen Repair Dealership Alternative

• Tune-ups
• Electrical
• Brakes
• Clutches

*FREE local towing
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
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Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
$500-$1500 IMMEDIATE cash 
guaranteed for an hours work & 
have lots of fun. Beautiful open-
minded females only. Explore 
your wild side. Internet video 
modeling for brand new internet 
website. Extremely safe & dis-
creet. Very exciting. Call now! 
Work immediately. Brand 
(310)877-5726.

ADVERTISING SALES. Money 
Mailer. Outside sales experi-
ence a must. Great commission 
& medical provided. (310)337-
1500

ATTORNEY ASSISTANT: Solo 
attorney in Sunset/Doheny area 
looking for organized and detail 
oriented full-time assistant.
Light phones, word processing, 
document and letter drafting.
Must know Word Perfect, MS 
Word, Quick Books and be fa-
miliar with internet. Please fax 
resume to : (310)274-6598

AUTO SALES: #1 volume 
Ford dealership seeking 
highly motivated individual 
for automotive sales position.
Experience preferred but will 
train the right person. Con-
tact Lou or Randy @ 
(310)451-1588.

CUSTOM AUDIO installer want-
ed. Experience required. By De-
sign Automotive (310)559-9670.

DAILY PRESS seeks full-time 
general office assistant. Must 
be an organized, reliable self-
starter, possessing the ability to 
work under deadlines with at-
tention to detail. Solid computer 
skills a must! Duties include but 
not limited to: answering 
phones, data entry, light ac-
counting. Fun work environ-
ment! Send resume via e-mail:
ross@smdp.com.

MANICURIST WANTED,
great work environment, 
loads of CASH!! Call 310-
452-8985 and ask for Cash.

OFF THE TOP is growing into a 
full service salon. We are look-
ing for motivated, professional 
stylists, manicurists, and CMTS.
Great career opportunity in fun 
working environment. Call Cash 
(310)748-6653.

RETAIL SALES Famous Sports 
Videos, Santa Monica area As-
sistant Manager. No experi-
ence. Will train, flexible hours, 
good pay. Call (310)810-8939 
12-3pm.

TELEMARKETERS CULVER
City: $10 an hour +commission.
Flexible hours. Part-time. Call 
Bob (310)337-1500.

TELEMARKETING: EXPERI-
ENCED closers, an easy 
9k/month. Experienced open-
ers, an easy 3.5K/month. Movie 
investments, plush offices in 
heart of entertainment industry.
Commission only. Experience 
only. Leave message (310)478-
0926.

For Sale
MUST SACRIFICE, MTS Sur-
round Sound system. 5 chnl 
stereo, THX, dolby, new in box.
Serious sound. Paid $849 sell 
for $600 obo. Jesse (310)266-
0408.

Furniture
7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

EXECUTIVE DESK credenza & 
bookcase. Brown wood color, 
good condition. All for $150, 
(310)390-4660

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Pets
DOGGIE POOP bags, bark-free 
stop barking, vicious dog repel-
ler, muzzles, cat water foun-
tains. www.petexperts.com

Vehicles for sale
1981 VOLVO

White sedan. New radiator, new 
transmission, light cosmetic 
damage. 167k $1,200 firm 
(310)394-0530

Wanted
CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.
Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

FEMALE NURSE Student de-
sires position as companion/as-
sistant to elderly person in ex-
change for free rent. Referen-
ces (310)699-9005

MALE ENGLISH speaking care 
giver seeks long term live-in sit-
uation. Certified in first aid & 
CPR. Available in early July.
(310)201-8860.

For Rent
GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine 
mountain lake. Blue ribbon 
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat, 
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife 
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

For Rent
FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.

MDR ADJACENT $1395 Large 
2bdrm/2ba, newer gated build-
ing w/2 car gated parking, AC, 
fireplace, quiet neighborhood, 
laundry room, 1 year lease, no 
pets, (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent
BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story 
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center, 
2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in 
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile, 
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story 
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center, 
2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in 
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile, 
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1050.00 Com-
pletely refurbished spacious 
single, full kitchen, dining area, 
balcony, fireplace. End unit, 
good views, 2nd floor, laundry, 
2 pools, extra storage, covered 
parking + guest parking. Fur-
nished option. Consider pets.
Bob (310)457-4146

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer 
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry & 
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00 Charm-
ing upper unit, hardwood floors, 
laundry on premises. Unit has 
formal kitchen, carpets, large 
closets, fridge, stove. Will con-
sider pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00 
Gorgeous 2bdrm/2ba. A/C, 
Alarm, D/W, fireplace., hard-
wood, high ceilings, microwave, 
fridge, stove, controlled access, 
walk in closets, pet ok, Roman 
tub.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PALMS: LUXURY, Secure new 
Building, Balcony, Intercom, 
Gated Parking: 2Br/2Ba 
$1250.00, 1Br/1Ba $1050.00, 
Studio $750.00. Tel.(323)931-
6101

For Rent
CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet, 
single, remodeled building, 
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping, 
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CULVER CITY 2BDR/1BA
$1100.00. Newly decorated, 
covered garage, washer hkups, 
walk to shopping and public 
transportation. 1 year lease.
Available May 1st. (310)399-
1476

GLENDALE $825.00 Remod-
eled 2bdrm/2ba near the Glen-
dale Galleria. Complete renova-
tion, air conditioning, carpets, 
stove, swimming pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @ 
$1025.00 to $1050.00    Con-
temporary 1bdrm/1ba. Pet ok, 
living room, new carpet & paint.
Jacuzzi, gated underground 
parking  Upper & lower units 
available, only some have fire-
places!  

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @ 
$1275.00 - $1350.00. Contem-
porary 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, living 
room, new carpet & paint, ja-
cuzzi, gated underground park-
ing. Upper and lower units 
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

LARGE, BRIGHT, newly reno-
vated 3bdrm/2ba, new berber 
carpet, new paint, new stainless 
steel fridge, microwave, stove, 
dishwasher. New tile, new kitch-
en cabinets, gated entry, close 
to Abbot Kinney, 6 blocks to the 
beach. 1 year lease. No smok-
ing, no pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Making an Impossible
Task Possible

Thousands of Section 8 rent-
als:

WeTakeSection8.com
(310)276-HOME

For Rent
LOS FELIZ $1075.00  2+2, 
Courtyard sundeck, backyard 
w/lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional building, A/C, carpets, 
D/W, fridge, stove, sauna, no 
eviction, bad credit OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR PENINSULA $2150.00 
2+2 w/2 car parking. Great lo-
cation, 1 building from beach.
Private rooftop patio with ocean 
view, 1 year lease. Will consider 
small pet with extra deposit.
(310)466-9256 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1bdrm/1ba. Laundry 
facilities on premises. Gas 
range, hardwood, garbage dis-
posal, stove, cable television.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00 
2bdrm/1ba, new carpet, new 
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large 
closets, pool, no pets, walk to 
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00 
2bdrm/1ba, new carpet, new 
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large 
closets, pool, no pets, walk to 
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $1295.00 to 
$1355.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Three blocks from Third 
St. Promenade area!  (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PALMS $925.00 2bdrm/2ba 
Upper unit, beautiful tree lined 
street, quiet building, mint con-
dition, light, carpet, covered 
parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $1250 
2bdrms/1ba, appliances, no 
pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #11 
Santa Monica, CA 90404. Man-
ager in #19.

For Rent
PASADENA $700.00 Tranquil 
1bdrm/1ba, new carpet and 
kitchen flooring, laundry facili-
ties on premises, air condition-
ing, balcony, carpets, refrig., 
stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA

1449 Princeton $975
Lower 1 bed, gas stove, 

laundry room, street park only

828 11th St. $1150
Lower 1 bed, walk to Montana,

freshly painted, laundry room

1128 10th St. $1195
Upper 1 bed, balcony, parking, 

stove, fresh paint, laundry room

928 10th St. $1695
Front upper 2 bed, garage, 

hardwood floors, updated

kitchen & bath

1229 Princeton $1895
Lower 3 bed, 2 bath, hardwood

floors, fireplace, dishwasher,

near Wilshire

WWLLAA//BBRREENNTTWWOOOODD

10908 SM Blvd. WLA, $800
Upper single, fridge & stove,

near ULCA & Century City

649 Barrington, BW, $1250
Lower 1 bed, pool, hardwwod

floors, remodeled-all new kitchen

11615 Darlington
Brentwood, $1150 & $1450
Lower 1 bed & Upper 2 bed, 

1.5 bath, walk to San Vicente,
Open Sat & Sun 11-4

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

SANTA MONICA $1050.00
1bdrm/1ba, r/s, pool, laundry, 
deck with view.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $575.00
Bachelor, laundry, parking, util-
ities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 
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For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D 
in unit, mini-blinds,  fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $1575 
2bdrm/2ba, patio, refrigerator, 
walk-in closet, upper unit. 1 
block west of Centinela. Call 
Howard. (310)477-1235

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and 
bath separate kitchen, laundry, 
facility, refrigerator, stove, street 
parking pets OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $850.00
Studio, r/s, laundry, quiet, 
bright, utilities included.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $885.00
Studio, r/s, laundry, utilities in-
cluded.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $950.00
1bdrm/1ba, cat ok, r/s, hard-
wood flrs, great location, park-
ing.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $975.00
1bdrm/1ba, hardwood floors, 
laundry, parking, great location.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA CANYO 
$1580 Large single w/ocean 
views, 1 block from beach, just 
renovated, full kitchen, walk-in-
closet, bathroom. Parking & util-
ities incld. (310)714-1609

SANTA MONICA Canyon/ PCH 
$1495 2bdrm/1ba. Upper 
w/view. 1/2 block from beach.
New decor. (310)586-1113

SANTA MONICA, N. of Wil-
shire. Refurbished building for 
rent. 1,2,&3 bdrms from $1450 
& up. Open House May 18 2-
5pm. 1214 Idaho, (310)869-
0468.

Howard Management Group

SM $1075 1bdrm/1ba, hard-
wood floors, garden & yard, se-
curity, parking near SMC. 2530 
Kansas Ave. #8. (310)450-
3314.

SM $1950 2bdrm/1.5ba. Two-
story, newly remodeled. Hard-
wood floors, French doors, 
parking, no pets. (310)496-4900

For Rent
STUDIO CITY $1000.00 
1bdrm/1ba  New w/d in each 
unit, new bbq and sun patio w/ 
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00 Con-
temporary lower 1bdrm/1ba cat 
ok, D/W, gorgeous building, 
gated parking, patio, A/C, tiled 
kitchen, new linoleum bath.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00 
1bdrm/1ba, super quiet bldg, 
BBQ, vertical blinds, new carpet 
very clean, parking laundry, gat-
ed entrance, stove, swimming 
pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE $1045.00 Spacious 
1bdrm/1ba w/large courtyard. 4 
blocks to beach. Swimming 
pool, gated parking, new paint, 
new carpet, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $1900.00 2BDR/1BA
203 Dimmick. Duplex, near 
beach. Private yard, garage, 
appliances, water include. 1 
year lease. (310)779-0499

VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
bath house. $895.00 Complete-
ly renovated 4-story brick build-
ing w/ lots of charm. Singles 
w/full kitchens and bathrooms, 
exposed brick, laundry room, 
storage available, water and 
gas heat paid. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310)450-1934.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1085.00
1bdrm/1ba w/hardwood floors in 
quaint courtyard. Close to Ab-
bot Kinney, 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Single $850 
Great location, very sunny, 1 
block from beach. New carpet, 
vinyl, paint. 1 year lease, no 
pets.(310)396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent
VENICE BEACH $1095.00
1BDRM w/ Ocean view, lots of 
light and hardwood floors. All 
utilities included. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1095.00 
Charming 1bdrm w/large balco-
ny. Great location, 1 block to 
beach. New paint and carpet. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1995 
1bdrm/1ba + loft and private 2 
car garage. Stunning ocean 
view, new carpet, paint and 
stove. 1 property from the 
beach. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)466-9256.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $900.00 Very 
charming Craftsman cottage.
Single w/full kitchen, private pa-
tio, great location, close to Ab-
bot Kinney + beach. 1 year 
lease, no pets.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE DUPLEX $1525.00 
2bdrm/1ba w/hardwood floors, 
W/D hookups, off street park-
ing, fresh paint and lots of natu-
ral light. Close to beach, shops 
and restaurants. 1 year lease, 
no pets, no smoking. (310)466-
9256 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/$1395 1BR/BA Block 
to beach, walk street, w/d. Park-
ing, large patio, storage. New 
everything. (310)994-0987

W. HOLLYWOOD $1450.00 
Townhouse 2bdrm/1.5ba. Front 
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots 
of kitchen cabinets. Off street 
parking, laundry facilities on 
premises, dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Character, 
gas stove, fridge, carport, laun-
dry, secure entry, new carpet 
new linoleum floors. Close to 
the Grove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

For Rent
WeHo  $795.00 Spanish 
1bdrm/1ba, high ceilings, stove, 
fridge, crown moldings, w/c, cat, 
carpet.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New 
York style brick building hard-
wood floors, pet ok, stove, ceil-
ing fan, crown molding. Close to 
shops and restaurants. Parking 
available.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from 
$550.00  EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts
SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off 
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc., 
amenities include Street park-
ing, lndry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1200.00
Cottage, 1brdm/1ba, r/s, hard-
wood floors, w/d.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $1450.00
Cottage, 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, r/s, 
hardwood flrs, w/d, yard, jacuz-
zi.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $950.00
Duplex, studio, pet ok, r/s, yard, 
parking.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

Roommates

SANTA MONICA $500.00
Apartment, prvt rm, prvt bth, r/s, 
lndry, parking, utilities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

Commercial Lease

LINCOLN BLVD. North of Ven-
ice. Studio, commercial. 900 sq.
ft. Plus or minus. $1750/mo.
(310)395-2224

MDR SHARE Marine business 
space on Washington Blvd. Ex-
cellent location. High traffic 
area. (310)849-2930

Commercial Lease

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

Real Estate
MARINA DEL Rey: Regatta 
lease or sale. 9th floor, Marina 
views, 2 master suites, 2.5 
baths, balcony, fireplace, full 
amenities building. $3,950/mo.
or $689K  (310)880-0699/pg.

MARINA DEL Rey: Regatta 
lease or sale. 9th floor, Marina 
views, 2 master suites, 2.5 
baths, balcony, fireplace, full 
amenities building. $3,950/mo.
or $689K  (310)880-0699/pg.

SANTA MONICA Condo for 
sale by owner. 1bdrm/1ba, 
bright, light & airy, wood floors, 
garage. Great location. Quiet.
$240k (310)266-4362

SANTA MONICA townhouse for 
sale. 4bdrm/3ba. Excellent loca-
tion, 2 car garage. $499K 
(310)453-1027

Massage
*ASIAN TOUCH* Gorgeous, at-
tractive Asian woman, with soft, 
warm hand and excellent serv-
ice. You won’t be disappointed.
Out call only. (626)617-9432

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $45.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Men over 
45/only. (310)826-7271.

MASSAGE  ENJOY a really 
great, amazing and wonder-
ful full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and 
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No 
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7  Cute, slim, fit, petite 
mature chocolate. 14 
years experience.
$125/hour. Female diver 
w/car wanted. Dolly’s pager 
(310)358-6535.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

Massage

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE.
Sweedish, Deep-Tissue, Sports 
Massage. Intro: $39 for 70 mi-
nutes. (CMT) Vlady (310) 397-
7855

Announcements
"I SOLD it one day! When I put 
my futon for sale in the Daily 
Press, it took me one day to sell 
it...thanks!"   Nina Stewart, San-
ta Monica.

“THE FIRST day I put my laptop 
for sale in your paper, I got sev-
eral offers and sold it that day!  
Thank you Daily Press!” Jamie 
Schuler, Santa Monica.

WLA GREAT location $1075 
1bdrm/1ba lower. “We know 
you will like living here.” 1831 
Federal. Quiet, pool, extra large 
rooms, built-ins. Cat ok.
(310)478-7150

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
vending machines with excel-
lent locations. All for $10,995 
(800)234-6982

Yard Sales
HUGE YARD Sale, Saturday 
5/24 1517 19th St. Santa Moni-
ca. 8am-3pm.

MOVING SALE Saturday only! 
5/24/003 10:00am-4:00pm.
1818 Hill Street, Santa Monica.

MOVING SALE!! Major appli-
ances, 2 autos, jacuzzi large 
terrarium (4’x2’x40”), angle-iron 
(warehouse type), shelving, of-
fice equipment (cross-cut 
shredder, overhead projector), 
light fixtures, ceiling fans, furni-
ture, clothes, household items.
By appointment only; 5/24 thru 
5/30/03. Call (310)674-3664 or 
(310)613-9852

Fitness

Develop lean muscles, increase
flexibility, improve your 

posture & body alignment.

1615-A Montana Ave.
Santa Monica

(310) 292-0821

Leanne Drolet Wagner
ppiillaatteess  ffiittnneessss

Personals

ANYONE KNOW the where-
abouts of Roberta “Bobby” Rob-
erts. Have her call Jamie Mu-
dra. (949)632-1646

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call Angela Downen at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival
of your newest family

member.
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Services

Davis Plumbing

Specializing in re-pipes, earthquake 
valves, mainlines & water heaters

Call Rick: (310) 809-3884

EXPERT REPAIRS Block, 
brick, planter, driveway, side-
walk, non lic. (310)902-2411

GET ORGANIZED! For filing 
system set-ups, unpacking from 
major move, uncluttering clos-
ets and other home/office paper 
management problems, etc.
Hire a professional organizer.
Call Christine Cohen. (310)274-
4988
Member: National Association 
of Professional Organizers

J.F.S.
Pool & Spa 

Service & Repair
Lic.#T4634

Jesús F. Sotelo
Cell:(310) 487-8387  Free Estimates

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services

GOLD COAST
ARBLE

◆ Marble Polishing
◆ Floor Restoration
◆ Grout Cleaning

818-348-3266
pgr. 818-801-9503

Serving Westside 15 years

M

REALISTIC ROOFING
Commercial/Residential

Roofing & Repairs
Specializing in Problem Leaks
Liters & Gutters • FREE ESTIMATES

Frank (310) 613-2689
Los Angeles (213) 440-2853

Pager (310) 330-3098

SANTA MONICA Handyman 
Service. Will do anything from 
A-Z. Lowest prices & best 
service. 10% off with this ad.
(310)617-2969

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and 
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton, 
MS (310)450-5553

Services
TILE, NEW & repairs, grouting, 
regrouting, handyman work.
Reasonable. Paul (310)386-
7534

Accounting

...
...

Theresa R. Gutierrez

Income Tax Preparation
Certified and Bonded

Personal and Sole Prorietorships
Phone: (310) 871-4888

Cleaning

ORTEGA’S CARPET Cleaning 
Truck mounted, steam cleaning.
$19.95 per room. minimum 2 -
rooms. Free estimates.
(310)722-6481.

Electricians

G.N. CABLING
Telephone: Computer: Speaker

WIRING
PHONE SYSTEMS:CCTV
DIAL TONE SERVICES

COMMERCIAL:RESIDENTIAL
INSTALLATION REPAIR

(626) 795-0013  (213) 247-2944

BUSINESS LICENSED:INSURED
SPECIAL OFFER:PHONE JACKS $50

Gen. Contracting

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

ALLDIS PLASTERING
English plastering at its best

Interior Finish Plastering 
Exterior Stucco 

Acoustic Ceilings Plaster Smooth (no dust)

310-458-9955 • 818-343-7343

Moving & Storage

ALL POINTS VAN LINES
MOVING & STORAGE CO.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LOCAL • LONG DISTANCE • OVERSEAS

One Month FREE Storage
FREE visual estimate

PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
AVAILABLE • SPECIALIZING IN

ANTIQUES & PIANOS
800-449-2347 • 800-832-3345

BONDED, LICENSED & INSURED
Member of the Better Business Bureau

CAL-T189258 ICCMC 382138

Services

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 men, $55 per hour. Fully insured.
We make it EZ. Free prep. & boxes.
Discount for handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
$3000 OFF with this ad 

(323) 263-2378 or (800) 2GO-BEST

FULL SERVICE MOVERS LOCAL 
& LONG DISTANCE & STORAGE

SINCE 1978
$25 OFF W/ THIS AD

800-489-0495
SAVE MONEY WITH US

Music

GUITAR & Bass Lessons. Any 
level, style. Learn from a pro.
My place or yours. (310)828-
6713

GUITAR LESSONS: BFA from 
Berkeley College of Music. MFA 
from Cal Arts. All styles, all 
ages. Jazz Theory. Song writ-
ing. Your home or mine.
(310)450-1335.

Painting & Tiling

GUARANTEED WORK. Excel-
lent references. Service with a 
smile! James: (310)430-6581 
Michael: (310)428-3484

www.mikeandjames.com

Services

Personal Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 

other homes/office paper 
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

LEAVING TOWN? Responsible 
adult will watch your home and 
pet. Please call (310)453-0048 
References Available.

MARRIAGE LICENSES
Instant Weddings

Same Day — 7 Days a Week

Ginger  (310) 517-0898

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

A D V E R T I S E ! ! !

( 3 1 0 ) 4 5 8 - 7 7 3 7

e x t . 1 1 1

www.getitrightstupid.com
Unique Father’s day Gift Ideas
A website for men... of course

Email: saveme@getitrightstupid.com

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest
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Bring in your Toyota today for our $14.95 Oil and Filter
Change and receive a FREE 18 Point Safety Inspection!

Oil & Filter Change
FREE 18 Point Safety Inspection

801 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica

800-923-2397
www.LAcarGuy.com

Our Service Department is Dedicated to Our
Customers and Committed to Excellence.

SANTA MONICA

Genuine Toyota Parts Expires 5/31/03

$14.95

Mufflers • Exhaust Pipes • Shocks • Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks and strut
cartridges are guaranteed to the original purchaser
for the life of the vehicle when installed by an
authorized Toyota dealer. See us for full details.

with this coupon.

1629 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica
310-451-8771

We cater to your every taste...

“The Best Bagels in Santa Monica”

Try One of Our Breakfast Specials!
All breakfast specials include your choice 

of bacon, sausage or ham:

• 2 Eggs anystyle w/ potatoes & a bagel
• 3 Pancakes & 1 egg any style

• French Toast & 1 egg  any style
• Bagel sandwich w/egg & cheese

$4.35
15 Varieties of bagels baked fresh

“Celebrating 25 Years in the Neighborhood”
Hours Open 6:30am — 4pm Monday thru Friday

7:30 am- 4pm Saturday & Sunday

Buy 1 Dozen Bagels (13), and receive 6 Bagels FREE!

Investigators quarantine more Canadian herds
BY TOM COHEN
Associated Press Writer

TORONTO — Investigators placed
four more farms under quarantine Friday,
including three involving feed production
in British Columbia, in a widening search
for the cause of North America’s first case
of mad cow disease in a decade.

Brian Evans, chief veterinary officer
for the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency, said the total number of farms
under quarantine was 13 — eight in
Alberta, where the lone case so far of
bovine spongiform encephalopathy, or
BSE, was found; two in Saskatchewan;
and three in British Columbia.

The British Columbia farms under quar-
antine were feed suppliers, Evans said. Cattle
feed from animal sources contaminated with
BSE is considered the most likely cause of
the infected cow from an Alberta farm.

Evans defended Canadian safeguards
against BSE, such as a 1997 ban on giving
cattle feed made from ruminant animals
such as cows and sheep, but acknowl-
edged that violations can occur.

“It’s the individual feeding the animal
who has the ultimate responsibility,” he
said, adding investigators had yet to find
evidence of any wrongdoing.

Test results confirmed the BSE case on
Tuesday, more than three months after the
infected cow was slaughtered on Jan. 31.
The lone case so far caused the United
States and other countries to immediately
ban imports of beef products from Canada,
threatening the livelihood of an industry
worth $22 billion (U.S.) to the economy.

Some U.S. legislators have criticized the

delay in testing and called for guarantees of
improvement before reopening the U.S.
market, which consumes more than 70 per-
cent of Canada’s beef product exports.

Alberta Agriculture Minister Shirley
McClellan said Friday that improvements
would be considered.

“We have a system and it did work,”
McClellan said. “Should we change our
testing priorities? If our trading partners
would ask us to change that, certainly
we’ll look at that. Absolutely.”

Agriculture and veterinary investiga-
tors were tracing that cow’s history to
learn where it lived, how many calves it
produced and what it ate. The growing list
of quarantined farms reflects the thor-
oughness of the investigation, rather than
any indication of further spread of BSE,
said George Luterbach of the CFIA.

Early indications showed the infected
cow might have been born on a Canadian
farm, which would make it the first case
of a North American-born animal con-
tracting the illness known as mad cow dis-
ease which decimated the British beef
industry in the 1990s.

The outbreak has caused the United
States, Japan, Australia, South Korea,
Singapore and New Zealand to ban all
beef imports from Canada, despite reas-
surances from Canadian government and
industry officials that the beef was safe.

Canadian investigators removed all the
cattle from one Alberta farm and were
destroying the herd to examine the brains
for further possible cases of BSE. Test
results were expected early next week.

“I don’t believe that cow came in con-
tact with anything that gave it that dis-

ease on my farm,” owner Marwyn
Peaster said Thursday.

While Canadian authorities and farm-
ers say the lone case of BSE presents min-
imal public risk, the closing of major for-
eign markets to Canada’s beef products
brought immediate cuts in production and
uncertainty to a $22 billion industry.

The only previous case of BSE in
North America was in 1993, involving a
bull imported from Britain. The animal
and its herd were slaughtered, but no trade

bans resulted.
The recent infected cow was slaugh-

tered Jan. 31 but kept out of the food
chain because it was believed to have
pneumonia, officials said. Testing was
delayed several months because there was
no suspicion of BSE, as well as a backlog
of higher priority cases, officials said.

Mad cow disease first erupted in
Britain in 1986 and is thought to have
spread through cow feed made with pro-
tein and bone meal from mammals.

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An estimated 100,000 bottles labeled as the cholesterol-low-
ering medicine Lipitor are being recalled because they contain counterfeit pills, the
Food and Drug Administration warned Friday.

The FDA said the fake pills were discovered after some health complaints but
would not elaborate because a criminal investigation is under way.

Lipitor users should immediately check their bottles to see if they have the fake
version, which could pose a potentially significant health risk because the counterfeit
pills will not lower cholesterol, the FDA said.

The recall covers original 90-pill bottles. To spot the fake version, look for the
words “Repackaged by MED-PRO Inc., Lexington, Neb.” on the lower left corner of
bottles that bear the following lot numbers:

■ 20722V, expiration 09-2004
■ 04132V, expiration 01-2004
■ 16942V, expiration 09-2004
Patients who have those recalled bottles should not take the pills but return them

to the pharmacy where they were bought.
The recall was issued by Albers Medical Distributors Inc., which ships the med-

ication to pharmacies.

Prescription drug Lipitor
recalled because pills are fake


