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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Criminals Thinking Small:

m An alleged February multi-crime
spree by Victor M. Cardoze, 23, all
started when he prepaid $3 for gas
at Joe's Pond Country Store, then
pumped $3.50 worth and pointed a
gun at the manager before driving
off (West Danwville, Vit., February).

m Robert Boyer, 45, was charged
with robbery after asking if he could
buy lettuce by the leaf rather than
the head, being told no, and walking
out with lettuce leaves anyway, in
front of a police officer (Little Rock,
Ark., December).

m William W. Bresler, Jr., 56, was
taken for psychiatric evaluation after
he tried to rob a National City Bank
of exactly one cent (Westerville,
Ohio, March).
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God’s role a joke

e of
John Wood/Daily Press

School officials from all over the state sit down for a healthy lunch on
Thursday at the Professional Redevelopment Center in Ocean Park.
Officials came to learn about the school district’s salad bar program.

Kids eat their own greens

School salads raise the bar

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Teachers and principals throughout the
state came to Santa Monica this week to
find out what we put in our salads.

The recipe is simple. It’s fresh produce
picked from the gardens at local schools
and bought from area farmer’s markets.

Hungry students have taken to the
salad bars with such an appetite that the
district was asked to host a conference
for other schools hoping to do the same.

“Santa Monica has always been a

leader when it comes to school nutri-
tion,” said Delaine Eastin, former school
superintendent for California. “They’ve
demonstrated that eating healthy can be
delicious. They’re real pioneers for bet-
ter nutrition.”

Students tend to the vegetable gar-
dens, which are in every school in the
district, as are salad bars. The salad bars
also are completely self-supporting and
aren’t threatened by pending budget cuts,
officials said.

Tracie Thomas, director of food and
nutrition services for the Santa Monica-

See SALAD BARS, page 8

Delta clear for
layover in SM

Hotel contract was threatened by
homeless issue downtown

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

A $30,000 monthly contract between Delta Airlines
and a local hotel nearly fell apart last month after airline
workers said they didn’t feel safe in Santa Monica.

The large homeless population downtown was at the
root of the complaint, said city officials and police, who
met with airline and hotel representatives in a successful
effort to save the deal.

Delta pilots and flight attendants have kept about 30
rooms a night at the Four Points Sheraton on Pico
Boulevard for more than two years, with a monthly con-
tract that exceeds $30,000, hotel officials said.

Hotel bed taxes on the tab generate about $3,600 a
month for the city, which also would have lost untold
dollars in sales tax revenue if Delta had pulled out.

Kathy Dodson, executive director of the Santa
Monica Chamber of Commerce, said the chamber
receives scores of letters each year from tourists and
residents upset at the number of homeless people
downtown.

Dodson added that homelessness and vagrancy were
the overwhelming top concerns in a recent chamber sur-
vey of local businesses.

“We know it is effecting them in an extreme manner,”
she said. “But it’s very difficult to quantify.”

Mayor Richard Bloom and Michael D’Amodio, the
general manager at the Sheraton, said concern over the
Delta contract stemmed from two or three flight

See DELTA, page 8

People still want
to live in LA

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Los Angeles-Long
Beach, Calif. metropolitan area, already the country’s
most populated, had about 782 people move into the
area per day in 2001, the largest growth spurt in a
Census Bureau survey released Tuesday.

The survey covered 152 metropolitan areas nation-
wide, but did not include such fast-growing regions
like Washington, D.C., Las Vegas or Phoenix.

Overall, over 285,000 people moved to the Los
Angeles-Long Beach area in 2001, or roughly the same
number of people who live in big cities like Raleigh,
N.C. or St. Paul, Minn. Nearly one-third of those new
Southern California residents arrived from abroad.

The Chicago region was second in the growth

See CENSUS, page 8

Easton Gym - Santa Monica
1233 Third Street Promenade
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Sunday Steak
Night is Back!

10 oz. Choice Filets

e Corn on the cob
* Baked Beans

$8-LS

2101 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 450-6776

(2 blocks south of Pico at Grant)

FOR YOUR
SUMMER FIESTA!

AT HOME OR OFFICE
Party Trays Available for Delivery or Take-Out
Call for menu and more information
Tuesday Night Mariachi 6pm-9pm

1025 Wilshire Blvd.

Santa Monica

(310) 899-1106

www.elcholo.com
-’# -
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Which fish swims the fastest?
The Tuna. It, and its relatives,
can reach 50mph for short bursts.
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“Body and sole, fish is good for you!” "“
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1220 3rd St. Promenade, Santa Monica T
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HOROSCOPE
Pisces, hop into the weekend

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
[ -Dynamic [ -Positive [
M -So-so O-Difficult

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, May 23, 2003:

You land on your feet this year no matter what goes down, where or when. You have the unusual

-Average

gift of choosing the right words. That trait could take you down a new path or help you out of mess-
es. You take the lead because of your strong speaking skills. After August, you might choose to buy
a home or change your domestic situation in a most positive manner. If single, you are likely to opt
to change your status because of someone you have met or will meet shortly. If attached, the two of

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM
Monday thru Friday

LERAKY

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Your choice of hamburger, turkey, ahi, salmon or veggie.

Served with garlic mashed potatoes or french fries.

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street * Santa Monica :30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
14.4855 » www.libraryalehouse.com

Telephone 31

you will spend many joyous hours together. PISCES stars in your life.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[  Though you could be quite comfort-
able with an upbeat and forthright manner, right
now you might be wise to assume a lower profile.
Share more of your ideas about finances. Help
others through discreet suggestions rather than a
bold push. Tonight: Take your time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

r 4 (1717 Keep your goals in mind, and you’ll
happily head in a new direction. Your feelings and
what you want varies. Debate and talk about what
you want. Someone close comes forward to share
some of his or her ideas. Take a leap of faith.
Tonight: Start the weekend with your friends.

(L7 GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

D]]] Your perspective changes with your
willingness to share. Someone lets you know just
how strongly he or she feels. You might need
time to digest all you hear. Be very careful not to
hurt another’s feelings. This person could be
quite fragile. Tonight: A must appearance.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[ Somehow, you have a lot to take
in, whether you want to or not. Laughter and a
positive point of view will take you far. Extremes
mark conversations, actions and even thoughts.
Let go and relax. You might get better results if
you simply allow yourself to relax. Tonight: Try
something very different.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

F Juni| Don’t push your luck. Someone
close shares strong feelings. You might need to
rethink your decisions right now. A lot goes on
quite quickly. You learn that you don’t have as
much control as you might wish for. You could be
overwhelmed by how much happens so quickly.
Tonight: Go along with a loved one’s fantasy.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

| You might not be sure what
works with others. Let others express their needs.
Ask questions that encourage this type of dia-
logue. Let your imagination go; others might be
intrigued by what they observe. Think positively.
Tonight: Say “yes” to a request.

IBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[m Ask more often for what you feel
is necessary. Your friends mean a lot to you, espe-
cially right now. You’ll head in a new direction if
you feel less of a need to push. A partner has a lot
to share; do more listening. A suggestion proves
to be valid. Tonight: Togetherness.

[ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

== 1| You could be a bit surprised by an
associate’s naughtiness. Help this person direct
his or her energy in a better way. Together you
might be unstoppable. Your follow-through
makes a considerable difference. Lighten up.
Tonight: Express your playfulness.

AGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[  Go within to find the right answers. A
family member has many suggestions; so does a
co-worker. Specialize in listening rather than
pushing to have something your way. Lose the
word “no.” Opt for solutions and success.
Tonight: How about cozy?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[m Think through an answer rather
than blurting out the first thing that comes to your
mind. Everyone will be happier as a result. A
partner knows how to push the right buttons to
trigger you. Think through a decision with this
person. Let him or her know that he or she
counts! Tonight: Out.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[m You might get tired of hearing
about the almighty dollar, but it seems as if some-
one close insists on harping on finances. Do your
best as others shoot ideas across your bow. Be
careful with how you say “no” to others’ sugges-
tions. Tonight: Invite some pals out with you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[m You’re full of play and liveliness;
others cannot help but respond. If you can split
from work early, do so. Otherwise your attitude
could be contagious and add a lot of get-up-and-
go to your office and associates. Let it all hang
out, because you will anyway. Tonight: Hop into
the weekend.
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LOCAL

Harbor patrol officers
pull woman from surf

By Daily Press staff

Harbor patrol officers saved a
woman’s life early Thursday after she ran
into the Pacific Ocean and fell incoher-
ent, police said.

At about 3:15 a.m., Santa Monica
Police officers on routine patrol, witnessed
a disturbance in the 1550 parking lot, just
north of the pier.

After talking with a man at the scene,
officers learned that his girlfriend was run-

had been drinking.

Officers watched the woman run about
40 feet across the beach and disappear
over the berm.

SMPD officers flagged down Harbor
Patrol Officers Tom Brierley and Donald
Davis, who jumped into the water. They
found the woman lying face down and
being washed over by the surf. She was
pulled to safety and suffered from possi-
ble hypothermia. The water temperature
was 59 degrees.

[~
”
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Get some waves in before the wind returns.

There’s a little bump in the water that is sending us waves from Today the
the NW at about the waist-high level, at best. There are also some wate’ ls:
minor SW pulses, but it’s too weak to notice at most breaks. 580

Bad news: The winds will start howling again by this weekend.

Good news: NW swell is building.

Outlook: Expect a steady SW swell this weekend and a better SW | Sumrise: 6:00 a.m.
carly next week. Sunset: 7:58 p.m.

LOW TIDE
Morning  Height  Evening

HIGH TIDE
Morning Height ~ Evening  Height

ning toward the water in an attempt to hurt She was taken to a nearby hospital -
herself, police said. Apparently, the couple | for treatment. SATURDAY 510 -16 421 19 11:42 39 10:39 6.6
DIVINMIUINITY BE SUNDAY 604 15 507 23 (1248 36 1126 62
n MONDAY 702 -12 6:02 27 NA  NA 205 35
May 25 parade honors people who serve the nation
By Dally Press staff TUESDAY 807 -08 722 30 1219 56 330 36
A parade is planned in Brentwood this weekend to celebrate America’s heroes.
The May 25 “Celebrating Our Heroes” was created to honor and acknowledge WEDNESDAY 915 -04 913 30 123 50 446 38
those whose lives are dedicated to serving the nation such as military personnel, fire-
fighters, police, teachers and community leaders. THURSDAY 10:20 0.1 10:57 256 243 45 540 4.1
The parade starts at 10 a.m. at Bringham and San Vicente Boulevard and contin-
ues west on San Vicente Boulevard to Bundy Drive, ending by 11 a.m. FRIDAY 1116 02 NA NA 412 41 620 45

The parade includes marching bands, Japanese drums, fire department brigades
and mounted patrols.

The parade immediately follows the Brentwood 5K/10K Run and ends in time for
the Brentwood Greens Festival.

The Sutf Report is sponsored by:

Streethall championships come to Venice 7,;4 &d TN

\
By Daily Press Staff 1/31b : \ Open
. (KU ” IN A '

Famous names in streetball basketball are bringing local all-star teams to com- Avocado \ A A Dally from
pete in the 11th Annual Hoops by the Beach Streetball Invitational at Venice Beach Cheeseburger \ : . G 1a.m.to
over Memorial Day Weekend. d‘N‘ 10 p.m.

The players, called the Godfathers of Streetball, also are being honored for their 58 tax induded sﬂ%’ Ilawanan San

contribution to basketball.

The three-day round robin tournament will happen on May 24-25 from 10 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. and on May 26 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Venice Beach basketball
courts at Windward Avenue and Oceanfront Walk.

Audience giveaways, special guests and dunk contests will take place throughout
the weekend.

Daily Specials come with
french fries + drink

.

Arts degrees, that will give them entry into one of the fastest growing occupations in
California.

The students have been trained to work with children with disabilities at public and
private schools, at child care centers, with families and at a wide range of early child-
hood education facilities. The children’s disabilities include a variety of developmen-
tal challenges, including physical, emotional, behavioral and learning disabilities.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, jobs for these teachers and assistants
with the specialized training are expected to grow 50 percent by 2008 in California.
Studies indicate the need is especially acute in the Los Angeles area.

The SMC program, which is officially called “early intervention” teacher or “early
intervention” assistant, was started in 2002. Students have to take the regular early
childhood education curriculum as well as three special education classes, one of which
includes 90 hours of internship in an early intervention setting.

( WE DELIVER!

Throughout Santa Monica

119 Broadway, Santa Monica
310.394.0100,

SMC graduates a new kind of student

By Daily Press staff

Responding to an enormous need for pre-school teachers and paraprofessionals
with specialized skills in working with children with disabilities, Santa Monica
College will graduate in June its first class of students from a new program that pro-
vides such specialization.

Graduation ceremonies will be held June 17 at SMC, which is just one of six
community colleges statewide to offer the training.

Twenty students will receive special certificates, along with their Associate of

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Hiways!

\

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.

6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

1/2 |Ib. Burger
Turkey or Beef

$4.09

Monday thru Friday - 1pm-2:30pm
Generous portion of
Homemade Macaroni Salad

.gresh Ingred

“Voted Best in L.A.”

— America Online Poll

310-399-7892

2732 Main St.
Santa Monica

Specializing in Event Catering
Lunch/Office Delivery * Parties

915 Wilshire Blvd. * 310.451.SLICE (7542)
k 1622 Ocean Park Blvd. * 310.399.4060

<
bs. Calzones
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OPINION

LETTERS

Reader questions statement in article

Editor:

In your May 22 article on the recent Pico shootings, your reporter Carolyn
Sackariason writes “Tuesday’s incident marks the fourth shooting incident in 12 days
all within a few blocks of 17th Street, where a fair amount of publicly-funded, low-
income housing units are located.”

Does Ms. Sackariason have any evidence that the shootings have anything to do
with the residents of publicly-funded low-income housing in the area? If not, her
inference represents to me irresponsible journalism, and perhaps reveals a personal
bias against the low-income people who live in the publicly-funded housing in the
Pico neighborhood. Who is editing her work to make sure she gets it right? Exactly
what was her point anyway?

Bob Moncrief

card debt to reach usurious rates that are now up to 29.9 percent a year.

If those with savings got a fair return and those with credit card debt were not being
impoverished by usurious interest rates, they would both have more money to spend
and that would create jobs.

Steve Forbes, the influential publisher of “Forbes Magazine,” for investors, said
May 20 on CNBC’s Power Lunch that a tax cut on dividends will allow the man with
a shovel to buy a bulldozer and increase his productivity.

Unfortunately, the man (or corporation) with that bulldozer will get rich while the

See LETTERS, page 5

Editor:

ees.

to spend.

Housing and redevelopment manager
City of Santa Monica

(Editor's note: The information was included in the story because of recent com-
ments by neighborhood residents questioning whether criminal background checks
should be conducted for public housing tenants. That information should have been
included in the May 22 article. The Daily Press regrets the inference.)

Bush needs to help the small guy

If President Bush wants to help businesses hire more people, give employed peo-
ple more money to spend, and improve the public health and welfare of this country,
he should subsidize the cost of employee health insurance for small businesses.

The skyrocketing cost of providing health insurance is the principal reason why
many small business cannot hire the employees they need and are laying off employ-

Small businesses try to survive by passing on more and more of their health insur-
ance costs to their employees, which in turn reduces the money the employees have

Greenspan has handed his banking friends yet another windfall by reducing what
they have to pay depositors to almost nothing, while allowing the interest on credit

AM SHOCKED, SHOCKED!
TO FIND OUT THERE ARE
TERRORISTS HERE!

International
bombing
attacks

continue...
News Item

DETONATOR,

©2003 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

My
WRITE

By Bill Bauer

Those promoting the new school parcel
tax aren’t the only ones dealing lousy
poker hands these days. Our friends on the
Bayside District Corp. are throwing some
punk cards, too.

The Bayside Board considered and
approved recommendations for changing
and improving the Bayside (downtown)
area at its April 24 meeting.

One set of recommendations came
from the Bayside Task Force, whose
August members included Council mem-
bers Mike Feinstein (liaison to Bayside),
Pam O’Connor and Herb Katz. Planning
Commissioner Jay Johnson is on the task
force, along with a couple of downtown
property owners and a past and a present
Bayside director.

Now, I don’t want to get off on a tan-
gent here, but has anyone noticed that the
Bayside Task force, like most others
including the Downtown Parking Task
Force and Civic Center Task Force, is ter-
ribly incestuous? We have Council per-
sons falling down to appoint themselves
along with Planning Commissioners and

others who are already on related city
boards and commissions.

We surely don’t want fresh blood.
Heaven forbid we appoint someone who
isn’t already in a decision-making capaci-
ty or a close political ally. No wonder we
keep getting the same narrow, inbred
ideas while the rest of us sit on the side-
lines and carp. But I digress.

A second set of recommendations
came from Bayside’s Land and Assets
committee composed of, you guessed it,
Bayside directors. The full board recon-
ciled the various inputs and voted to sup-

port 15 recommendations for City
Council review and action at its June 10
meeting.

Most recommendations have to do
with zoning issues and the business mix in
the downtown area. One multi-part rec-
ommendation is overdue for action.

Improving pedestrian ambiance and
lighting, improving cleaning and
concierge services on the Promenade and
creating adequate public restrooms make
sense.

But a recommendation to expand vend-
ing carts to the Transit Mall — including
food service carts — has the potential to
inhibit pedestrian flow and spread Third
Street’s carnival atmosphere.

There are factions in the city that don’t
want you and me interfering with devel-
opment issues. That philosophy is obvious

with some of the other Bayside recom-
mendations.

For example, last year the Bayside board
recommended, based on input from the
city’s Planning Department, that alcohol
Conditional Use Permits for new down-
town restaurants under 100 seats be admin-
istratively approved. (”Administrative
Approval” is Planning Department termi-
nology for in-house approvals, bypassing
that troublesome and pesky Planning
Commission and elimination of public
comment). Although that recommendation
was scuttled, the Bayside board remains
undeterred.

A current recommendation would
“allow alcohol serving restaurants to open
within the district by administrative
approval subject to pre-defined standard
conditions; allow modifications and
expansion of existing alcohol-service
CUPs by administrative approval; CUPs
for alcohol-service would be required
only when applicant requests modifica-
tion of standard conditions.” No mention
of seating limitations, here.

In another recommendation, the
Bayside board voted to request an amend-
ment of the city alcohol ordinance to
allow more than just Type 41 and Type 47
alcohol permits — on-site service of alco-
holic beverages with food.

For example, they want gourmet mar-
kets to offer take-out alcohol sales. (All

Bayside recommends more alcohol and less public input

the downtown drunks should show up at
council chambers, en masse, to support
that one.) And, they also support on-site
alcohol sales in live theater venues, down-
town.

The Bayside board supports raising the
development review threshold in the
Bayside District back to 30,000 square
feet. This too is a step in the wrong direc-
tion. Just last year, the City Council wise-
ly changed zoning codes to require public
review for commercial developments of
7,500 square feet or larger.

The Bayside board also favors remov-
ing caps on the number of restaurant uses
on the Promenade and replacing them
with a district wide cap. Bayside board
members support setting a standard of
operations similar to a CUP. If a restaurant
agrees to that standard of operation, they
only need a business license to operate.

Santa Monica has one of the highest
number of alcohol licenses per capita in
the state. So any curtailment of public
input on alcohol CUPs is unacceptable.
And, while some of Bayside’s recommen-
dations have some merit, others require a
lot more thought and study.

But the question is will the public real-
ly be heard, or is this all a done deal?

(Bill Bauer is a longtime Santa Monica
resident and a freelance writer.)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents
are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive,
except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the
author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.




OPINION Bxd

LETTERS

LETTERS, from page 4

19 other men with shovels that his bulldozer replaced will have to go on welfare.

At a time of unemployment and falling consumer demand, the money Bush
wants to give to the rich should be used to create jobs improving the infrastructure,
which is essential to prepare our country for economic growth.

D. Lynn Waldron
Santa Monica

Parcel tax unfair

Editor:

I am writing in opposition to Measure S. I am strongly in favor of good public
schools offering the best possible education to the children of California. However,
I believe Measure S is grossly unfair and, therefore, should be rejected by the vot-
ers of the Santa Monica-Malibu school district.

Here are some of the reasons for my opposition:

1) More than 20 percent of the students of Santa Monica-Malibu schools live out-
side of the district. Thus, their parents will not be impacted by Measure S and will
pay nothing regardless of their incomes. This is unfair.

2) Measure S calls for a flat $225 per parcel tax. This means that a homeowner
of a small bungalow in Santa Monica will pay the exact same amount as the owner
of a large shopping center, hotel, or mansion in Malibu. This is unfair.

3) Measure S is unfair to renters in smaller units. If you live in a duplex, the $225
is split between the two occupants. However, if you live in a 100-unit apartment
building, each unit only pays $2.25 because the $225 would be split between 100
occupants. This is unfair.

4) If you are a wealthy senior citizen who is a homeowner, you pay nothing
because there is an exemption for property owners over age 65. However, if you are
a senior citizen renter (regardless of income), you must pay your share of the tax.
This is unfair.

5) All children in California deserve the best possible education and this should
be a state government responsibility. The children of the inner city or rural districts
in our state are just as deserving of a quality education as those living in wealthy
areas like the Santa Monica-Malibu School District. Since Measure S only applies
to the residents of Santa Monica and Malibu, it only adds more resources to the
schools in this district. This will widen the gap between rich school districts and
poor ones. This is unfair.

Again, I strongly support quality public schools for all of California's children.
However, Measure S is unfair and I encourage all voters in the district to oppose it.

John Cummins
Santa Monica

Schools cry wolf

Editor:

Nice quotes Mrs. Jago, but get real (SMDP, May 22). Prop. S isn’t about “saving
the schools” or “our kids future.” These are the same cries we hear every election
for every new school bond issue. Instead of extorting another $225 from the prop-
erty owners, let’s hold the SMMUSD accountable for its own budget failings and
vote NO.

Society didn’t turn barbarous and the schools didn’t implode after Prop. 13
passed and they won’t when Prop. S fails. Maybe they might even have to disman-
tle the precious music program to make their budget work.

Boo Hoo.

Jeff Bender
Santa Monica
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can get the power of email working for your business?
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The{(&)Line

Resident differ on Fourth of July celebration

This past week, Q-line asked:
“Is it important for Santa Monica to have a Fourth of July celebration? Would
you help pay for it?”

Here are your responses:

m “Personally I am indifferent to a
Fourth of July celebration in this city.

they think we are all blind and nuts?”

This city is already horribly overcrowd-
ed and it always draws a large majority
of the undesired element of which we
are already teaming. As far as giving
them money, that is the biggest laugh of
the year. They have already squandered
and mismanaged millions. Witness all
the unnecessary street and sidewalk
‘repair.” Absolutely unbelievable. Do

® “No, I would not pay a cent for the
$50,000 event that they want for the
fireworks. If people want to watch fire-
works that bad they can drive to Marina
del Rey or Culver City. They should use
that $50,000 for something better than
the fireworks. Thirty seconds after they

See Q-LINE, page 6
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'I'heLine
Q-LINE, from page 5

are up in the air you don’t see them any-
more. It’s a waste of money! I think that
the City Council has marbles for brains
and they sit on them.”

m “I have been a Santa Monica citi-
zen for 50 years. Once people take over
the past duties of the city there is no
stopping. Get rid of the three F’s — fat,
fraud and favors. Then there will be
plenty of money for schools and so
forth. Next the City Council will be ask-
ing the children to bring their piggy
banks to school. I'm sure that’s next.”

m “Over the years Santa Monica has
had the most wonderful fireworks shows
and I have never had a problem finding
those generous people willing to give
money to fund the display. Unfortunately
the display was so popular that it created
a horrific traffic jam and some anti-
social behavior. Viewers filtered into the
city slowly. After the display, everyone
wanted to leave at once creating a med-
ley of car horns into the late evening.
The Santa Monica Police Department
did an excellent job of directing traffic
but it was not an easy job.”

m “Why is SMC providing fireworks,
the performing arts theater, and more
programs and opportunities for the com-
munity than the city? Answer: Because
the city is too incompetent to do these
things themselves. We could have pre-
vented this problem if we didn’t have
SMRR sycophants running the city.”

m “[ strongly agree and want to know
about fund-raising efforts and how they
are underway. I hope you keep printing
things in the paper. It is very important
to Santa Monica to have a Fourth of July
celebration. It’s important as a psycho-
logical tool to help weave the fabric of
our community. Especially after this
war, which scarred the psyche of chil-
dren and all people. It has divided many
people and questioned the leadership of
this country. We all need to come togeth-
er and feel connected again because
there is a lot of bad feelings.”

m “Absolutely not. I would not con-
tribute a cent to a Fourth of July celebra-
tion. In a city where so much money is
wasted on needless projects, it’s a sad
commentary that our citizens are asked
to pay for fireworks. A letter to the editor
earlier this week by a lady named Jan, hit
the nail right on the head when she spoke
of all the crap going on in our town.
Where the “H” are the council members’
heads? Or should I say their hands? A
major corporation’s pockets? I’d like to
believe not but they are no different than
our big brothers in government.”

m  “For the Santa Monica City
Council to first release huge funding to
grandly celebrate Cinco De Mayo at the
pier and about town, essentially stuffing
its and other foreign countries’ celebra-
tion down our throats. Santa Monica
College on regular basis when it puts on
any other odd celebration like Cuba Fest
and other un-American and essentially
single ethnic celebrations in favor of not
celebrating OUR most treasured
American Independence Day otherwise
known as the Fourth of July is a direct
insult, a slap in the face to Americans,
especially our distinguished war veter-
ans. Would I pay to have the fireworks

celebration at Santa Monica College? T
certainly would if the Mexican-
American administrators who were
there would have the Mexicans and
other Latinos who enjoy their exclusive
Cinco De Mayo celebrations at the pier
and college and odd celebrations like the
month-long Cuba Fest. Cinco de May
next year? Hell no.”

m “Cast against the Fourth of July
fireworks extravaganza. With teachers
being laid off and people becoming
unemployed, it’s sheer folly to spend
money on fireworks. That money could
be better allocated.”

m “T think it’s vitally important that
Santa Monica College has the fireworks.
I'm telling my daughter one more time
that there is going to be another cancel-
lation. It’s important for the kids to feel
a sense of community. This is one of the
few times they can. We are talking about
the budget cuts in education, my daugh-
ter is about to start SMC. I don’t know if
I can send her there because of all the
restrictions. This is one time that kids
should have a good time. Let them have
some fun and let them see it’s not always
about the money.”

m “] think the Santa Monica fire-
works are very important to the spirit of
the community. I think it would be a
shame to cancel them because the presi-
dent spent too much money going to
war. Now nobody has any money at the
local level. I would suggest that people
maybe contribute 50 cents or $1 to get
in. If you don’t have 50 cents for a nice
fireworks show, that’s pretty pitiful,
maybe there is something we can do for
them. That would probably raise half the
money right there, heck maybe all of it!”

m “Personally I am indifferent to a
Fourth of July celebration in this city.
This city is already horribly overcrowd-
ed and it always draws a large majority
of the undesired element of which we
are already teaming. As far as giving
them money, that is the biggest laugh of
the year. They have already squandered
and mismanaged millions. Witness all
the unnecessary street and sidewalk
‘repair.” Absolutely unbelievable. Do
they think we are all blind and nuts?”

m “T don’t think it’s necessary for the
City of Santa Monica to acquire more
expenses. Everyone can celebrate
together in their homes or go to the
beach. It is not important for SMC to
have fireworks.”

m “The fireworks are pretty but now
is a good time to grow up and express
patriotism in some way that is not shoot-
ing things off into the sky. Especially
when the money is so badly needed for
other things.”

m “T thinks it’s a nice family affair.
believe it’s free as I recall. Charge
admission. It’s as simple as that.”

m “I believe Santa Monica should pay
for the Fourth of July celebration with
the fireworks on the beach like they’ve
done every year for the past 40 years.
Instead of continuing to beautify the city
with islands that you can’t drive past and
tall flowers that you can’t see traffic
beyond. I think they should start putting
their resources where they could best be
used. Like paving the street and making
our little Fourth of July celebration.”
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REAL ESTATE

A

The low down on rent
control in Santa Monica

\ | DAYS ON
\\| THE MARKET

By Jodi Summers

What is the real story on rent control in
Santa Monica?

We know it began on April 10, 1979,
when the citizens of Santa Monica voted
to amend the City Charter to establish an
elected board that is responsible for rent
control issues. The law became null and
void on Jan. 1, 1999, when owners were
legally able to rent to new tenants for mar-
ket rates. Anyone who occupied a unit
prior to 1999 is still protected by the exist-
ing rules of rent control.

Currently, there are between 28,000 or
29,000 rent controlled units in Santa
Monica. What exactly are the rules gov-
erning these units? Tracy Condon, a
spokeswoman for the Santa Monica Rent
Control Board can enlighten us with a few
questions and answers. This week we talk
about physical property. Next week, ten-
ants, rents and the law.

Q: How does the city define a rent-
controlled unit?

A: A rent-controlled unit is a unit that
was in existence in April of 1979 when
rent control was voted in by the voters of
Santa Monica. Back then, owners had to
register the rent levels that were in effect
one year prior to that date. We have
retained information about those regis-
tered units since that time. We use that
information as a template for the rules and
regulations regarding that particular unit.

Q: Can you define a rent-controlled
building?

A: A building that contains controlled
rental units. Probably a building that
existed prior to 1979 and those units came
under rent control when the voters passed
the law. All of those buildings are under
rent control. Certain types of buildings
can qualify for an exemption.

Q: What other types buildings qual-
ify for rent control exemptions?

A: New construction — anything built
after 1979 qualifies for an automatic
exemption from rent control. There are
removal permits if someone wants to
demolish a building and redevelop the
property. Those removal permits are
granted in different categories. One cate-
gory provides that an owner will replace

the controlled units they’re going to
demolish. Then if the zoning had been
increased and they can build additional
units, those units would be exempt from
rent control.

There’s also a state law called the Ellis
Act which allows the owners to evict the
tenants and get out of the rental business
entirely. They can either owner occupy
the building or have non-paying people
living there, but they can’t rent the units.

Q: What kind of buildings can qual-
ify for an exemption?

A: If they apply through the rent con-
trol board, two- and three-unit owner-
occupied properties can receive an
“Occupied Use” exemption. If the owner
moves, this exemption lapses and the
property returns under rent control.

Q: Can they sell those units as
condos?

A: There used to be the TORCA law —
the Tenant Ownership Rights Charter
Amendment — that expired in 1996. That
amendment allowed owners, with the
agreement of the tenants, to convert the
buildings to condominiums. There are
approximately 3,000 units that went
through the process. Currently there are no
condo conversion programs in this city.

Q: For many people buying income
properties locally, it means high taxes
and low rents. Does the city feel this is
an adequate incentive to buy and sell
property in Santa Monica?

A: The city doesn’t have any policy
about sales incentives, it’s determined by
what the market will bare. With vacancy
decontrol, owners are able to set rents at
market rate when a unit’s vacant, and
rents are going up significantly. We see
ownership changes all the time, so there
doesn’t seem to be any problems there.

The rent control board has most of the
applications and handouts you need.

Santa Monica Rent Control Board

Room 202

City Hall

1685 Main St.

(310) 458-8751

Web site: www.santa-monica.org/rent-
control.

(Jodi Summers is a real estate agent at
Boardwalk Realty. If you have local real
estate questions or opinions you'd like to
share, e-mail them to Jodi Summers at
Jjodis@boardwalkrealty.com or call (310)
309-4219.)
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let your
voice be
heard ...

it's anonymous!

Check Out the Question of the Day on
Page 3 and Call Us with Your Opinion!

Q-Line: 310.258.8106

June 8th is Main Street Makeover Day
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SANTR HONICA, CALIFORNIA

ENTER THE MAIN STREET
MAKEOVER CONTEST

Win qift certificates to beauty and nail salons, fitness stores, spas and
clothing boutiques for men and women on Main Street.

Main Street Santa Monica, the only historic shopping and dining district
ablock from the beach, will celebrate its post-street construction makeover

by givi

to enter isfill out and mail in the entry form below,
or go to www.MainStreetSM.com, click on the Makeover entry link and
follow the instructions.

Win Makeover prizes! donated by Ambience, Betsy & Tracy, Bey's
Garden, Black + Blue, Colorful Nails, The End, Gioia, Jeanie Madsen
Design/Monkie, Main Attraction, Next, Pebbles, Piero, Relish, Salon Blu,
Suji, Splash Bath & Body, and more!

Yes, | want to enter the Main Street Makeover Contest!!

My name is: (print)

My address is:

My phone number is:

My email is:

Mail to: Main Street Merchants Association,

"
1
1
|
1
1
|
1
1
|
1
: 501 Colorado Ave., Ste. 150, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Only one entry per person per address. Contest ends May 28, 2003 at midnight. Winners will be selected
by drawing and will be contacted to be awarded their prizes at the June 8, 2003 Makeover Day Celebration.

...and join us for the 3rd Annual Main Street Summer
SOULstice Festival & Sidewalk Sale, Sunday, June 15,
11lam - 6pm, featuring Live Music, Pony Rides, Art Show,
Petting Farm, Fashion Shows, Scavenger Hunt (with BIG
prizes), Children’s Playground, and more!

LOCAL 0 STATE

Delta Airlines lands in
Santa Monica hotel

DELTA, from page 1

attendants who were upset about the hun-
dreds of homeless people who gather in
front of City Hall on Saturdays for free
food given out by church groups.

“The reaction from Delta was a little
over the top,” said Bloom, who met per-
sonally with Delta officials to help save
the contract. “They needed to hear the
truth about Santa Monica, which is that
we’re a very safe community.”

D’Amodio agrees.

“I think it’s kind of a correlation that
people inaccurately draw,” he said, point-
ing out that police were never called by
Delta workers and crime rates in Santa
Monica continue to decline. “There’s no
crime in being homeless.”

After the special meeting with Bloom

and a representative from the Santa
Monica Police Department, Delta offi-
cials, who had reportedly begun looking
at alternative hotel arrangements in the
South Bay, agreed to renew their contract
with the Sheraton.

“We feel comfortable,” said Anthony
Black, a Delta spokesman. “We’re going
to stay there after all.”

D’Amodio chalked the change of heart
up to the response by the SMPD and
Bloom, whose presence opened the eyes
of Delta officials.

“Delta is very, very responsive to what
their employees are saying,” he said. “But
the bottom line is the vast majority of
their crews love to stay in Santa Monica.
It’s a great place to have a layover for two
or three days.”

District serves a healthy
lesson to other schools

SALAD BARS, from page 1

Malibu Unified School District, said the
salad bars are much-needed lunchtime
alternatives to fast food and soda, which
is offered at the high schools.

“The young people today are suffering
from cancer, heart disease, diabetes, obe-
sity,” she said. “We have an obligation to
give kids healthy choices and teach them
to eat well.

“We’re considered the pioneers,”
Thomas added. “And we want every kid
in every school to reap the same benefits
as the kids in Santa Monica and Malibu.”

Ten school districts from throughout
California sent about 80 representatives to
the two-day event, which featured a
“how-to” salad bar lunch Thursday.

Each of the 10 districts received a
$700,000 “Linking Education,
Agriculture and Food” grant from the
state and will now work on installing
farm-to-school programs of their own.

The salad bars in local schools aren’t
just about fresh greens. They also offer
proteins such as tuna, hard-boiled eggs,
diced turkey and grated cheese. And at
$2.50 a tray in local elementary schools
and $3 in middle and high schools, the
make-your-own lunches are a hard deal to

“We're considered the
pioneers. And we want
every kid in every school
to reap the same benefits
as the kids in Santa
Monica and Malibu”

- TRACIE THOMAS
director of food and nutrition services

beat, school officials say.

Most of the grant recipients said on
Thursday they are still figuring out how
best to use the money. But they said their
objective is clear.

“Appreciation of what you eat,” said
Robert Falero, a science teacher at Orcutt
Junior High in Santa Barbara County,
adding that an on-site garden could be
used to teach lessons in math, science and
botany as well as health. “The goal is to
get them to own the garden, so they’ll
appreciate it.”

Almost 9.5 million people
call this area their home

CENSUS, from page 1

spurt, adding 640 residents per day, fol-
lowed by New York, Riverside-San
Bernardino, Calif. and Atlanta.

Just under 9.5 million people called
Los Angeles-Long Beach home, tops in
the nation. The New York metro area was
next at 9.1 million, while Chicagoland
had almost 8.2 million people.

Data come from the American
Community Survey, which the Census
Bureau is currently testing as an annual
replacement for the census “long form”
sent out once a decade.

The survey did not cover 30 other met-
ropolitan areas with populations of
250,000 or more which were not part of
the test sites.

SANTA MONICA SCENE °CALENDAR EDITION

NEED SOMETHING FUN TO DO? CHECK PAGE 15!




Santa Monica Daily Press O Friday, May 23, 2003 0 Page 9

NATIONAL

|

$1 trillion in borrowing is chance to score Bush

BY ALAN FRAM

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The timing could
not be much better for Democrats: The
Republican-led Senate will vote this week
on whether to let federal borrowing grow
by an unprecedented $984 billion, even as
it considers a costly tax cut that President
Bush wants.

The Senate is certain to approve an
increase in the debt limit to avert a first-
ever government default, probably after
beating back every Democratic amend-
ment. Even so, with debate beginning as
early as Thursday, Democrats see a
chance to argue that Bush has misman-
aged the economy and the budget.

Their goal is to draw attention to the
huge annual federal deficits that have re-
emerged after four straight surpluses
under President Clinton. Democrats say
the chief culprit is the big tax reductions
Bush won in 2001, and the latest tax pack-
age will only make matters worse.

“The Bush economic plan has failed,”
said Sen. Richard Durbin, D-IIl. “It has
failed to revive the economy, and it’s driv-
en us deeper into debt.”

Republicans say they expect Congress
to approve the debt limit increase and the
tax cut before leaving at week’s end for a
weeklong Memorial Day recess. Though
this year’s deficit is on track to surpass
$300 billion for the first time, Republicans
say the public will realize that the GOP has
a plan for reviving the languid economy
with a dose of fresh tax cuts.

“They’ll want to play that political
game,” Sen. George Allen, R-Va., who

“People think there are extraordinary circumstances
that have produced the deficit. In that sense, it has
taken away the edge’”

— CELINDA LAKE
Democratic consultant

heads his party’s effort to elect
Republican senators, said of Democrats.
“But most Americans see we care about
creating job opportunities.”

The bill raising the debt limit is needed
because the government has reached its
current $6.4 trillion borrowing cap. The
Treasury Department says it has run out of
room for freeing up cash by shifting funds
from various federal accounts, and must
have the legal authority to borrow more
money by May 28.

On Thursday, Treasury postponed a
routine announcement about a securities
auction it had planned for next week, cit-
ing the debt limit situation.

The proposed $984 billion increase in
the borrowing cap, to $7.38 trillion, would
be the largest ever.

Underlining how rapidly the govern-
ment’s books are deteriorating, Congress
boosted the old debt limit by $450 billion
only last year, following several years in
which surpluses stabilized and actually
shrank the debt slightly.

Despite the mammoth numbers,

Santa Monica Residents...

SANTA MONICA FORD HAS ;,

VOLUME FORD

Democrats will have a tough time scoring
many political points, judging from polls
and political professionals. The public is
focused on the ailing economy and the
threat of terrorism, and is paying scant
attention to budget problems.

“People think there are extraordinary
circumstances that have produced the
deficit. In that sense, it has taken away the
edge” of federal red ink as an issue, said
Democratic consultant Celinda Lake.

The public is about evenly split on
Bush’s handling of the economy, a meas-
ure that consistently has been far lower
than his handling of the campaign against
terrorism. Even so, Bush’s job approval
rating has dropped from 71 percent in
April to 62 percent in May, according to
an NBC-Wall Street Journal poll released
Thursday. His job approval had dipped
into the 50s before the war with Iraq,
when it spiked back into the low 70s.

Republicans want as little as possible
to do with the borrowing spree because it
angers many conservatives who form the
base of their party.

DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination of retail and
fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

The ads you see are only published in this paper and NO OTHER.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

Accentuating that, the GOP-run House
reinstated a rule this year — initiated
years ago by Democrats — that makes
House approval of an increased debt limit
automatic when Congress completes the
final version of its annual budget. Thus,
the House never had a direct vote this year
on boosting borrowing, but has signed off
on doing so.

The proposed $984 billion boost likely
would provide enough money to carry the
government until late next year. That could
let Congress avoid the issue again until after
the November 2004 elections, when Bush
will seek re-election and the GOP will
defend its House and Senate majorities.

Democrats plan an amendment limit-
ing the borrowing increase to about $350
billion, the same as the 11-year price tag
of the tax bill Republicans are pushing
through Congress. Democrats hope this
would help voters relate the tax bill to fed-
eral borrowing, and if successful force
lawmakers to address the issue anew this
fall, giving Democrats yet another chance
to highlight it.

Senate Democrats will toss as many as
12 amendments at the measure, with pas-
sage of any forcing a reluctant House to
finally vote on the legislation.

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-
Tenn., said Wednesday that he believes he
has the votes to fend off Democratic
amendments and keep the bill from
returning to the House. He spoke just six
weeks after angering House GOP leaders
by not telling them about a deal he cut
with moderate senators to limit the size of
the tax cut bill.
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Security Council lifts economic sanctions in Iraq

BY EDITH M. LEDERER

Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — In a victory for the United
States, the U.N. Security Council overwhelmingly
approved a resolution Thursday empowering the United
States and Britain to govern Iraq and use its oil wealth to
rebuild the country.

The resolution passed by a 14-0 vote, with Syria absent.

John Negroponte, the U.S. ambassador, said that after
more than a decade of being frozen out of the world econ-
omy by sanctions against Saddam Hussein’s regime, “it is
time for the Iraqi people to benefit from their natural
resources,” a reference to the country’s vast oil wealth.

The near unanimous vote was a turnaround from the
bitter acrimony that split the council before the U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq. The resolution represented a compro-
mise that was backed even by France, which still felt it
gave the United States too much power in Iraq.

With passage of the resolution, the following steps are
expected:

m The flow of oil exports will resume. There are 8
million barrels of Iraqi oil in storage points at the Turkish
port of Ceyhan, one of Iraq’s two export terminals, that
can be sold immediately, diplomats said.

m U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan will appoint a
special representative to work with U.S. and British
administrators in running Iraq. Speculation for Annan’s
choice centered on U.N. High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello of Brazil, who has
Washington’s support.

m The United States and Britain will take charge of a
new Iraqi Development Fund controlling Iraqi oil rev-
enues for use in rebuilding the country. The United
Nations and other international bodies will monitor and
audit the fund. It will get a $1 billion deposit, transferred
from the U.N. oil-for-food account, as well as frozen
Iraqi assets around the world, which are required to be
turned over by governments.

® The oil-for-food program will be phased out over
the next six months. Annan will review $10 billion worth
of contracts existing under the program to decide
whether they are still needed. These contracts, many of
them with Russian companies, range from food and med-
icine to plumbing and sanitation equipment, oil spare
parts, and trucks.

m The resolution grants immunity from lawsuits

“I think the resolution gives the
international community a legal
basis for its activities in Iraq. We
will go ahead and do our work.”

— KOFI ANNAN
U.N. Secretary-General

involving future oil and natural gas sales until Dec. 31,
2007, to allow Iraq temporary relief from paying its esti-
mated $400 billion debt and time to restructure the debt.

After two weeks of negotiations over the resolution,
the final result left the underlying goal of the United
States and its allies intact: Washington and London, as
occupying powers, remain firmly in control of Iraq “until
an internationally recognized, representative government
is established.”

In Washington, White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer said, “The president is very grateful that the
world has come together to lift the sanctions on the long-
suffering Iraqi people.”

French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sabliere noted
Thursday that the resolution “is not perfect.”

France, Russia and Germany decided to back the res-
olution even though the wanted the United Nations to
have a stronger role.

The resolution “does not go as far as we had hoped,”
French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin said
Wedneday. But, he said, it “opens the road” for a central
U.N. role.

“I think the resolution gives the international commu-
nity a legal basis for its activities in Iraq,” Annan told
reporters after the vote. “We will go ahead and do our
work.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell had expressed hope
for a unanimous 15-0 vote. Going into Thursday’s ses-
sion, only Syria’s vote had been in doubt.

Earlier Thursday, Syrian diplomats asked the council
for a few more hours so the leadership in Damascus could
take a decision, but “there was insistence to go on with the

vote,” said Syria’s deputy ambassador, Fayssal Mekdad.

Ahead of the vote, Syria’s official media criticized the
resolution. The state-run Al-Thawra newspaper said in an
editorial that it was intended to “control Iraq’s wealth and
manage it contrary to the people’s will.”

In the two weeks since the United States introduced it,
the text of the resolution saw more than 90 changes. The
changes strengthen the U.N. role in establishing a demo-
cratic government and increase the stature of the U.N. spe-
cial representative, who was given independent authority.

Many council members had complained the resolution
set no end to the U.S. and British occupation of Iraq and
gave the victorious allies far more power than do inter-
national conventions dealing with occupying forces.

Though Washington rejected any time limits, it made
a key concession, agreeing to let the Security Council
review implementation of the resolution after a year and
“consider further steps.”

Negroponte and Britain’s U.N. Ambassador Jeremy
Greenstock said Thursday they would report to the coun-
cil quarterly. Greenstock said the occupation would last
“as short a time as possible.”

Russia’s U.N. Ambassador Sergey Lavrov said his gov-
ernment was “pleased at the results” of the negotiations.

Hinting at another concession, Greenstock said in a
BBC interview late Wednesday that the coalition sees “a
role for the U.N. inspectors ... in confirming that Iraq is
free of any threat in the area of weapons of mass destruc-
tion.”

Under previous resolutions, sanctions imposed on
Saddam’s regime after its invasion of Kuwait in 1990
could not be lifted until U.N. weapons inspectors declare
it free of weapons of mass destruction.

Thursday’s resolution lifts economic sanctions with-
out certification from inspectors but reaffirms “that Iraq
must meet its disarmament obligations” and says the
council will discuss the inspectors’ mandate later. It gives
no time frame.

Washington has so far ruled out the return of UN.
inspectors who before the war searched for Iraqi biolog-
ical and chemical weapons. U.S. officials criticized those
inspectors for not more strongly backing claims that such
weapons exist. American teams have been conducting the
search since Saddam’s fall.

The Bush administration said this week that nuclear
inspectors would be allowed to jointly inspect the looted
nuclear research center at Tuwaitha.

Palestinian prime minister meets with Hamas leaders

BY IBRAHIM BARZAK

Associated Press Writer

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Hamas
leaders told the Palestinian prime minister
in a first meeting Thursday that they
would consider halting attacks on Israeli
civilians if the Israeli military stops hunt-
ing suspected Palestinian militants.

Israel has turned down such a proposal
in the past.

The military announced it had foiled
plans to set up a “bomb school” in the Gaza
Strip. Israel’s navy intercepted a boat car-
rying a Hezbollah bomb expert, CD-ROMs
with instructions for suicide bombers and
rocket  detonators.  Israel alleged
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat had ties to
the ship, a claim his advisers denied.

Also Thursday, there were signs that
Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud
Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon would be meeting separately soon
with President Bush, to discuss the “road
map,” a U.S.-backed peace plan.

Bush is planning to travel to Europe
next week, followed by possible stops in
the Gulf states of Kuwait and Qatar.

A Palestinian official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Abbas was con-

sidering a U.S. proposal that he meet with
Bush in Qatar.

Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom
said Sharon might meet with Bush at the end
of next week in Europe. Earlier this week,
Sharon canceled a meeting with Bush after
a wave of Palestinian suicide attacks in
Israel. The original meeting was to have
taken place Tuesday at the White House.

The United States is trying to gain sup-
port for the “road map,” a plan that calls
for ending violence immediately and set-
ting up a Palestinian state by 2005.

Six Palestinian children, ranging in age
from 9 to 14, were wounded by army fire
after throwing stones at Israeli tanks in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, Palestinian
doctors said. A 14-year-old boy was in
critical condition.

Abbas met with Hamas leaders for 90
minutes Thursday at his office in Gaza City,
to persuade them to halt attacks on Israelis.

A spokesman for Hamas, Ismail
Hanieh, suggested Hamas is for ready for
a limited truce — halting attacks on civil-
ians in Israel, but not Israeli settlers and
soldiers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
— if Israel stops military strikes against
suspected militants.

“We told him (Abbas) that ... if the

Zionist enemy stopped his aggression ... the
Hamas movement might stop its attacks
against civilians, which does not include
settlers and the occupation army presence
in the Palestinian land,” Hanieh said.

Israel has rejected such proposals in the
past, saying it would not agree to a partial
truce and would not halt its hunt for mili-
tants unless the Palestinian authority dis-
armed and arrested them.

In the meeting, Abbas was accompa-
nied by a Cabinet minister from Gaza,
Ziad Abu Amr. His security chief,
Mohammed Dahlan, who is anathema to
many Hamas officials, was at Abbas’
office, but did not join the meeting.

The prime minister and the Hamas offi-
cials decided to meet again in coming days.

In the first of the road map’s three
phases, Palestinian security forces would
rein in militias that have carried out scores
of shootings and bombings in the past 32
months of fighting, while Israel would
withdraw from Palestinian towns and
freeze construction in Jewish settlements.

The Palestinians have accepted the
plan, while Sharon has expressed major
reservations, insisting among other things
that the Palestinians crack down on mili-
tants before Israel makes a move. Sharon

has said he would not give a formal
response on the road map until he has dis-
cussed his reservations with Bush

With Egypt’s help, Abbas has been try-
ing to persuade Hamas and Islamic Jihad
to accept a so-called “hudna,” a one-year
suspension of attacks. Previous truce talks
in Cairo have failed, and Egypt told
Palestinian officials this week it would
not renew mediation efforts until Israel
has accepted the road map.

Sharon told Abbas in their weekend
summit that a suspension of attacks was
insufficient. Sharon said a mere suspen-
sion of violence would allow the militants
to regroup and plan more attacks.

Abbas told Sharon, according to minutes
of the four-hour meeting viewed by The
Associated Press, that “the cease-fire will
just be the beginning, it will not be the end.”

The Israeli military, meanwhile, said it
intercepted a vessel in the Mediterranean,
west of its port city of Haifa. Officials
said the boat carried 36 CD-ROM disks
with instructions on how to assemble
bomb belts for suicide bombers. Israel
also discovered 25 detonators for rockets
and a radio-activation system for remote-
control bombs.

DID YOU KNOW?: The first human sex change took place in 1950 when Danish doctor Christian

Hamburger operated on New Yorker George Jargensen, who became Christine Jargensen.
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Cavaliers score LeBron James in NBA draft lottery

BY TOM CANAVAN
AP Sports Writer

SECAUCUS, N.J. — LeBron James
won’t have to go far to play in the NBA.

The Cleveland Cavaliers scored per-
haps the biggest victory in franchise his-
tory Thursday night, winning the NBA
draft lottery and the right to select James,
the 18-year-old high school phenom from
nearby Akron.

“We don’t know who we are going to
pick,” Cavaliers owner Gordon Gund
quipped. He later held up a Cleveland jer-
sey with James’ name embroidered on the
back and his No. 23.

“I'm very excited for the fans of
Cleveland,” said Gund, who smiled broad-
ly after NBA deputy commissioner Russ
Granik announced that the Cavs had won
the James sweepstakes. “This is a great
day for them and for all of that market, for
Akron, for Cleveland, all of northeastern
Ohio. I'm tremendously excited about it.
It’s a big day in Cleveland sports.”

The Mempbhis Grizzlies got the second
selection for the June 26 draft, but that
pick goes to the Detroit Pistons. The
Denver Nuggets will pick third.

James is considered by most experts

the kind of rare player who can turn
around the fortunes of a franchise.

“I’m staying in Cleveland, and I’'m real
excited,” James said at a news conference,
wearing a Nike headband and warmup
suit and surrounded by his St. Vincent-St.
Mary High School teammates.

The 6-foot-8 swingman, who just
signed lucrative multiyear endorsement
deals with Nike and Upper Deck trading
cards, averaged 30.4 points, 9.7 rebounds,
4.9 assists and 2.9 steals as a senior.

James will try to lead the Cavaliers
back to the playoffs for the first time since
1997-98, and he’s bound to be a big box-
office attraction for a team that tied
Denver for the worst record in the league
this past season at 17-65.

James didn’t want to make any predic-
tions about what he’ll be able to do for the
Cavs.

“I’m not going to guarantee a champi-
onship,” James said. “But I will guarantee
we’ll get better every day. We’re going to
be a lot better than we were last year.”

It was the first time since 1990 that the
team with the worst record — in this case
a tie for the worst record — won the lot-
tery. New Jersey was the last team, select-
ing Derrick Coleman with the first pick.

While the Cavaliers won the lottery,
the Pistons had to be smiling after wind-
ing up with the second overall pick.
Detroit, which posted the best record in
the Eastern Conference, had the rights to
Memphis’ first-round pick because of a
trade for Otis Thorpe in 1997. The
Grizzlies would have kept the pick if it
had been No. 1.

When the pick was announced, Jerry
West, the Grizzlies’ president of basket-
ball operations, seemed to sink a little.

“It would have been like Christmas,”
West said. “But it’s like Christmas and
Thanksgiving for them.”

Denver, which like Cleveland had 225
chances out of 1,000, slipped to No. 3 in
the draft order, despite having the same
record as the Cavs.

“Regardless, we’re going to get a great
player no matter what,” Nuggets owner
Stan Kroenke said.

Toronto got the fourth pick, and it was
followed by Miami, the Los Angeles
Clippers, Chicago, Milwaukee, the
Knicks, Washington, Golden State,
Seattle and Memphis.

Milwaukee, which made the playoffs,
got Atlanta’s pick at No. 8 because of the
trade that sent Glenn Robinson to Atlanta

last August. The Hawks would have kept
the pick had they received one of the top
three. Memphis got the 13th pick as part
of a trade that sent Steve Francis to
Houston in 1999.

For all the teams that didn’t get the top
pick, the good news is that this is one
deepest drafts in years.

Carmelo Anthony, who led Syracuse to
the national championship this season as a
freshman, and Darko Milicic, a left-hand-
ed 7-footer from Serbia who turns 18 on
June 20, are considered the next-best
players available.

However, James is the player everyone
has been coveting.

Toronto Raptors superstar Vince Carter
said James will face immense pressure.

“Everybody is just speculating on what
he could do when he steps on the court,
not what he is doing when he is out there,”
Carter said. “He’s stepping into another
level. I think he is going to be a great
player. I think everybody thinks it, but I
think that’s what this is all about, his
potential.”

This is the first time the Cleveland has
had the first pick in the draft since 1986,
when it took Brad Daugherty.

Annika Sorenstam shoots 1 over in first round of Colonial

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

FORT WORTH, Texas — Annika Sorenstam showed
she can play with the men, but she had a disappointing
finish to her first-round 71 at the Colonial.

Sorenstam, the first woman in 58 years to play on the
PGA Tour, shot 1 over par after she bogeyed her last hole.
Her historic tour debut before a cheering gallery includ-
ed one birdie and two three-putt bogeys.

“I’ve been nervous all day. Obviously, I’m very happy
with the way I played,” Sorenstam said. “I’m just glad
the day is over. It’s a relief now.”

Of the 55 others who played morning rounds, 35 shot
par or better, ahead of Sorenstam. There were 57 more
golfers on the course in the afternoon.

“I"d love to make the cut, but if I play like I did today,
it hardly matters,” Sorenstam said.

At the 402-yard 9th hole, her last, Sorenstam hit her
approach through the green. The ball was resting on the
fringe 27 feet from the pin, and she couldn’t clean mud
off the ball. She then left herself an 8-foot par putt, which
slipped past the cup.

Sorenstam was bogey-free until three-putting from
more than 60 feet at her 14th hole, the 470-yard No. 5.
After her drive hit the right rough and rolled down a hill,
she managed to get to the green, but on the opposite side
from the cup.

She bounced back with a drive at No. 6 down the mid-
dle of the fairway, and another par.

Sorenstam hit 13 of 14 fairways, 14 of 18 greens and
averaged 248 yards on her drives. She needed 33 putts.

After years of dreaming and three months of hype,
Sorenstam finally got to see how her game holds up
against the best in the world. She has likened her task to
climbing Mount Everest.

“I haven’t reached the top yet, but I feel like I'm on |

the way,” she said.

Sorenstam’s round started with a drive 243 yards into
the fairway at the 404-yard 10th hole. She then slumped
in mock relief and laughed before walking down the fair-
way. After that, she seemed at ease throughout her round.

Sorenstam’s 9-iron approach from 143 yards settled
just more than 15 feet from the cup and she two-putted
for par. She had pars on 12 of her first 13 holes before
missing her first fairway.

Sorenstam’s lone birdie came on a 15-foot putt off the
back fringe at the 178-yard 13th, her fourth hole.

“She’s a machine. She’s awesome,” said playing part-
ner Aaron Barber. “I’ve never played with someone over
18 holes who didn’t miss a shot.”

She played 10 more holes after the birdie before giv-

David J. Phillip/Associated Press
Golfer Annika Sorenstam watches her drive on the 13th
hole of the Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas
on Thursday. Sorenstam, of Sweden, became the first
woman to compete in a PGA Tour event in 58 years.
ing up that stroke with her bogey at No. 5, the end of a
trio of holes known as the “Horrible Horseshoe” because
of its length and shape. The two longest par 4s on the
course sandwich a par 3 that plays as long as 246 yards.
Her approach at the 400-yard No. 2 was more than 40

feet from the cup. She ran her first putt 5 feet past the
hole, but saved par with a tricky comeback.

“She’s a heck of a player. Let’s face it,” said Dan
Forsman, whose 4-under 66 was one stroke off the early
lead. “With all the media that she’s standing up to, that’s
tremendous. You tip your cap to her and hope she con-
tinues it.”

When her round started, a crowd of media and fans
was stacked 10-12 deep around the No. 10 tee, and the
fairway on the 404-yard hole was lined with spectators
— many of them women wearing “Go Annika” buttons.
Large crowds awaited her at every hole.

“Every hole was like the U.S. Open on Sunday,” she
said. “I was hoping I would relax and calm down a bit.”

The crowd applauded when Sorenstam started the
short walk from the clubhouse to the No. 10 tee. After
being introduced, she acknowledged the cheering crowd
with waves to both sides of the tee before hitting a 3-
wood for her drive.

Sorenstam, the No. 1 female player in the world, out-
drove playing partners Dean Wilson and Barber, though
the two PGA Tour rookies hit their first shots with irons.

After her birdie at No. 13, Sorenstam again hit 6-iron
at the other backside par 3, the 188-yard 16th. She hit to
five feet, but her birdie chance slid just right of the hole.

‘When Sorenstam walked up the 18th fairway after her
approach shot bounced off a hump by a bunker onto the
green, she got the kind of cheering reception usually
reserved for players about to win a tournament. But she
wasn’t even halfway done with her first round.

Rain the previous two days made the course play its
full 7,080-yard length, but also made the normally crusty
and firm greens more forgiving. There was almost no
wind at the course known for breezy conditions.

Las Vegas oddsmakers gave Sorenstam a 500-1
chance of winning, and they were being generous.

The Colonial layout is a longer, tougher course than
any she has played in competition. The LPGA’s Corning
Classic in New York this week is at 6,062-yard course
being played as a par 72.

Sorenstam is under more scrutiny than any player
since Tiger Woods made his pro debut in the 1996
Greater Milwaukee Open.

And for the first time in years, Sorenstam started a
tournament she is not expecting to win. The 32-year-old
Swede said she would be “so pleased” to shoot par.

She came close.
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For Rent

$500-$1500 IMMEDIATE cash
guaranteed for an hours work &
have lots of fun. Beautiful open-
minded females only. Explore
your wild side. Internet video
modeling for brand new internet
website. Extremely safe & dis-
creet. Very exciting. Call now!
Work immediately. Brand
(310)877-5726.

ADVERTISING SALES. Money
Mailer. Outside sales experi-
ence a must. Great commission
& medical provided. (310)337-
1500

ATTORNEY ASSISTANT: Solo
attorney in Sunset/Doheny area
looking for organized and detail
oriented full-time  assistant.
Light phones, word processing,
document and letter drafting.
Must know Word Perfect, MS
Word, Quick Books and be fa-
miliar with internet. Please fax
resume to : (310)274-6598

AUTO SALES: #1 volume
Ford dealership seeking
highly motivated individual
for automotive sales position.
Experience preferred but will
train the right person. Con-
tact Lou or Randy @
(310)451-1588.

CUSTOM AUDIO installer want-
ed. Experience required. By De-
sign Automotive (310)559-9670.

DAILY PRESS seeks full-time
general office assistant. Must

TELEMARKETING: EXPERI-
ENCED closers, an easy
9k/month. Experienced open-
ers, an easy 3.5K/month. Movie
investments, plush offices in
heart of entertainment industry.
Commission only. Experience
only. Leave message (310)478-
0926.

[ Forsae |

MUST SACRIFICE, MTS Sur-
round Sound system. 5 chnl
stereo, THX, dolby, new in box.
Serious sound. Paid $849 sell
for $600 obo. Jesse (310)266-
0408.

Furniture

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

EXECUTIVE DESK credenza &
bookcase. Brown wood color,
good condition. All for $150,
(310)390-4660

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must selll Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

be an organized, reliable self-
starter, possessing the ability to
work under deadlines with at-
tention to detail. Solid computer
skills a must! Duties include but
not limited to: answering
phones, data entry, light ac-
counting. Fun work environ-
ment! Send resume via e-mail:
ross@smdp.com.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

HELP WANTED
Inside Sales .
Exp. in outdoor furniture
sales prefffered.
Call for appointment.

(310)828-7447

OFF THE TOP is growing into a
full service salon. We are look-
ing for motivated, professional
stylists, manicurists, and CMTS.
Great career opportunity in fun
working environment. Call Cash
(310)748-6653.

RETAIL SALES Famous Sports
Videos, Santa Monica area As-
sistant Manager. No experi-
ence. Will train, flexible hours,
good pay. Call (310)810-8939
12-3pm.

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$250 per
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091
TELEMARKETERS CULVER
City: $10 an hour +commission.
Flexible hours. Part-time. Call
Bob (310)337-1500.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

DOGGIE POOP bags, bark-free
stop barking, vicious dog repel-
ler, muzzles, cat water foun-
tains. www.petexperts.com

Vehicles for sale

1981 VOLVO
White sedan. New radiator, new
transmission, light cosmetic
damage. 167k $1,200 firm
(310)394-0530

Wa

CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.
Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

FEMALE NURSE Student de-
sires position as companion/as-
sistant to elderly person in ex-
change for free rent. Referen-
ces (310)699-9005

MALE ENGLISH speaking care
giver seeks long term live-in sit-
uation. Certified in first aid &
CPR. Available in early July.
(310)201-8860.

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920's duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,

2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhunterzAcom
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920's duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,

2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1050.00 Com-
pletely refurbished spacious
single, full kitchen, dining area,
balcony, fireplace. End unit,
good views, 2nd floor, laundry,
2 pools, extra storage, covered
parking + guest parking. Fur-
nished option. Consider pets.
Bob (310)457-4146

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00 Charm-
ing upper unit, hardwood floors,
laundry on premises. Unit has
formal kitchen, carpets, large
closets, fridge, stove. Will con-
sider pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

Www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Making an Impossible
Task Possible
Thousands of Section 8 rent-
als:

WeTakeSection8.com
(310)276-HOME

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous  2bdrm/2ba.  A/C,
Alarm, D/W, fireplace., hard-
wood, high ceilings, microwave,
fridge, stove, controlled access,
walk in closets, pet ok, Roman
tub.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CULVER CITY 2BDR/1BA
$1100.00. Newly decorated,
covered garage, washer hkups,
walk to shopping and public
transportation. 1 year lease.
Available May 1st. (310)399-
476

GLENDALE $825.00 Remod-
eled 2bdrm/2ba near the Glen-
dale Galleria. Complete renova-
tion, air conditioning, carpets,
stove, swimming pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1025.00 to $1050.00  Con-
temporary lbdrm/lba. Pet ok,
living room, new carpet & paint.
Jacuzzi, gated underground
parking Upper & lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1275.00 - $1350.00. Contem-
porary 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, living
room, new carpet & paint, ja-
cuzzi, gated underground park-
ing. Upper and lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apanmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

LARGE, BRIGHT, newly reno-
vated 3bdrm/2ba, new berber
carpet, new paint, new stainless
steel fridge, microwave, stove,
dishwasher. New tile, new kitch-
en cabinets, gated entry, close
to Abbot Kinney, 6 blocks to the
beach. 1 year lease. No smok-
ing, no pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

LOS FELIZ $1075.00 2+2,
Courtyard sundeck, backyard
w/lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional building, A/C, carpets,
D/W, fridge, stove, sauna, no
eviction, bad credit OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR ADJACENT $1395 Large
2bdrm/2ba, newer gated build-
ing w/2 car gated parking, AC,
fireplace, quiet neighborhood,
laundry room, 1 year lease, no
pets, (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR PENINSULA $2150.00
2+2 w/2 car parking. Great lo-
cation, 1 building from beach.
Private rooftop patio with ocean
view, 1 year lease. Will consider
small pet with extra deposit.
(310)466-9256 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1bdrm/lba. Laundry
facilites on premises. Gas
range, hardwood, garbage dis-
posal, stove, cable television.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2bdrm/lba, new carpet, new
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large
closets, pool, no pets, walk to
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2bdrm/lba, new carpet, new
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large
closets, pool, no pets, walk to
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhunterz.com
(310)276-4663

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PALMS  $925.00 2bdrm/2ba
Upper unit, beautiful tree lined
street, quiet building, mint con-
dition, light, carpet, covered
parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apanmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

PALMS: LUXURY, Secure new
Building, Balcony, Intercom,
Gated Parking: 2Br/2Ba
$1250.00, 1Br/1Ba $1050.00,
Studio $750.00. Tel.(323)931-
6101

PASADENA $700.00 Tranquil
1bdrm/lba, new carpet and
kitchen flooring, laundry facili-
ties on premises, air condition-
ing, balcony, carpets, refrig.,
stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and
bath separate kitchen, laundry,
facility, refrigerator, stove, street
parking pets OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00 Con-
temporary lower 1bdrm/lba cat
ok, D/W, gorgeous building,
gated parking, patio, A/C, tiled
kitchen, new linoleum bath.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1bdrm/lba, super quiet bldg,
BBQ, vertical blinds, new carpet
very clean, parking laundry, gat-
ed entrance, stove, swimming
pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $1050.00
1bdrm/lba, r/s, pool, laundry,
deck with view.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals
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ROQUE &

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1449 Princeton 3975

Lower 1 bed, gas stove,
laundry room, street park only

828 11th st. $1150
Lower 1 bed, walk to Montana,
freshly painted, laundry room

1128 10th st. $1195
Upper 1 bed, balcony, parking,
stove, fresh paint, laundry room

928 10th St. 31695
Front upper 2 bed, garage,
hardwood floors, updated
kitchen & bath

1229 Princeton $1895
Lower 3 bed, 2 bath, hardwood
floors, fireplace, dishwasher,
near Wilshire

WLA/BRENTWOOD

10908 SM Blvd. WLA, $800
Upper single, fridge & stove,
near ULCA & Century City

649 Banrington, BW, $1250

Lower 1 bed, pool, hardwwod

SANTA MONICA $575.00
Bachelor, laundry, parking, util-
ities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $850.00
Studio, r/s, laundry,
bright, utilities included.

quiet,

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $885.00
Studio, /s, laundry, utilities in-
cluded.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $950.00
lbdrm/lba, cat ok, r/s, hard-
wood flrs, great location, park-
ing.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $975.00
1bdrm/lba, hardwood floors,
laundry, parking, great location.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA  MONICA  CANYO
$1580 Large single w/ocean
views, 1 block from beach, just
renovated, full kitchen, walk-in-
closet, bathroom. Parking & util-
ities incld. (310)714-1609

SANTA MONICA, N. of Wil-
shire. Refurbished building for
rent. 1,2,&3 bdrms from $1450
& up. Open House May 18 2-
5pm. 1214 Idaho, (310)869-
0468.

Howard Management Group

SM $1075 1bdrm/lba, hard-
wood floors, garden & yard, se-
curity, parking near SMC. 2530

Lower 1 bed & Upper 2 bed,
1.5 bath, walk to San Vicente,
Open Sat & Sun 11-4

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 T0

WWW ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA MONICA $1250
2bdrms/1ba, appliances, no
pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #11
Santa Monica, CA 90404. Man-
ager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhunterzcom
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $1575
2bdrm/2ba, patio, refrigerator,
walk-in closet, upper unit. 1
block west of Centinela. Call
Howard. (310)477-1235

floors, remodeled-all new kitchen Kansas Ave. #8. (310)450-
3314.
11615 Darling
Brentwood, $1150 & $1450 SM $1950 2bdrm/1.5ba. Two-

story, newly remodeled. Hard-
wood floors, French doors,
parking, no pets. (310)496-4900

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
lbdrm/lba New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apanmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE $1045.00 Spacious
1bdrm/lba w/large courtyard. 4
blocks to beach. Swimming
pool, gated parking, new paint,
new carpet, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 vyear
lease, no pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $1900.00 2BDR/1BA
203 Dimmick. Duplex, near
beach. Private yard, garage,
appliances, water include. 1
year lease. (310)779-0499

SANTA MONICA Canyon/ PCH
$1495 2bdrm/1ba. Upper
wiview. 1/2 block from beach.
New decor. (310)586-1113

VENICE/$1395 1BR/BA Block
to beach, walk street, w/d. Park-
ing, large patio, storage. New
everything. (310)994-0987

VENICE BEACH front 1930's
bath house. $895.00 Complete-
ly renovated 4-story brick build-
ing w/ lots of charm. Singles
wi/full kitchens and bathrooms,
exposed brick, laundry room,
storage available, water and
gas heat paid. 1 year lease, no
pets. (310)450-1934.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1085.00
1bdrm/1ba w/hardwood floors in
quaint courtyard. Close to Ab-
bot Kinney, 1 year lease, no
pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1095.00
1BDRM w/ Ocean view, lots of
light and hardwood floors. All
utilities included. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)466-9256

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1095.00
Charming 1bdrm w/large balco-
ny. Great location, 1 block to
beach. New paint and carpet. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1995
1bdrm/lba + loft and private 2
car garage. Stunning ocean
view, new carpet, paint and
stove. 1 property from the
beach. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)466-9256.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $900.00 Very
charming Craftsman cottage.
Single w/full kitchen, private pa-
tio, great location, close to Ab-
bot Kinney + beach. 1 year
lease, no pets.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Single $850
Great location, very sunny, 1
block from beach. New carpet,
vinyl, paint. 1 year lease, no
pets.(310)396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE DUPLEX $1525.00
2bdrm/1ba w/hardwood floors,
W/D hookups, off street park-
ing, fresh paint and lots of natu-
ral light. Close to beach, shops
and restaurants. 1 year lease,
no pets, no smoking. (310)466-
9256 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc

W. HOLLYWOOD  $1450.00
Townhouse 2bdrm/1.5ba. Front
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots
of kitchen cabinets. Off street
parking, laundry facilites on
premises, dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Character,
gas stove, fridge, carport, laun-
dry, secure entry, new carpet
new linoleum floors. Close to
the Grove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $795.00  Spanish
1bdrm/1ba, high ceilings, stove,
fridge, crown moldings, w/c, cat,
carpet.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New
York style brick building hard-
wood floors, pet ok, stove, ceil-
ing fan, crown molding. Close to
shops and restaurants. Parking
available.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Houses For Ren

SANTA MONICA $1200.00
Cottage, lbrdm/lba, r/s, hard-
wood floors, w/d.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

www.ellynesis.com

YOUR AD HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

SANTA MONICA $1450.00
Cottage, 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, r/s,
h_ardwood flrs, w/d, yard, jacuz-
zi.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $950.00
Duplex, studio, pet ok, r/s, yard,
parking.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $500.00
Apartment, prvt rm, prvt bth, r/s,
Indry, parking, utilities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

Commercial Lease

LINCOLN BLVD. North of Ven-
ice. Studio, commercial. 900 sq.
ft. Plus or minus. $1750/mo.
(310)395-2224

MASSAGE ENJOY a really
great, amazing and wonder-
ful  full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No
time limit. Will come to you.
24]/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite

mature chocolate. 14
years experience.
$125/hour. Female  diver

w/car wanted. Dolly’s pager
(310)358-6535.

MDR SHARE Marine business
space on Washington Blvd. Ex-

cellent location. High traffic
area. (310)849-2930
NA' Carrral, COMMERCIAL
Specializing
in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
- Industrial
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate Buildings

310-440-8500 x.104

Real Estate

MARINA DEL Rey: Regatta
lease or sale. 9th floor, Marina
views, 2 master suites, 2.5
baths, balcony, fireplace, full
amenities building. $3,950/mo.
or $689K (310)880-0699/pg.

MARINA DEL Rey: Regatta
lease or sale. 9th floor, Marina
views, 2 master suites, 2.5
baths, balcony, fireplace, full
amenities building. $3,950/mo.
or $689K (310)880-0699/pg.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic ~ Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE.
Sweedish, Deep-Tissue, Sports
Massage. Intro: $39 for 70 mi-
nutes. (CMT) Vlady (310) 397-
7855

Announcements

"I SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell
it...thanks!" Nina Stewart, San-
ta Monica.

“THE FIRST day | put my laptop
for sale in your paper, | got sev-
eral offers and sold it that day!
Thank you Daily Press!” Jamie
Schuler, Santa Monica.

Yard Sales

HUGE YARD Sale, Saturday
5/24 1517 19th St. Santa Moni-
ca. 8am-3pm.

MOVING SALE Saturday only!
5/24/003 10:00am-4:00pm.
1818 Hill Street, Santa Monica.

SANTA MONICA Condo for
sale by owner. 1bdrm/lba,
bright, light & airy, wood floors,
garage. Great location. Quiet.
$240k (310)266-4362

SANTA MONICA townhouse for
sale. 4bdrm/3ba. Excellent loca-
tion, 2 car garage. $499K
(310)453-1027

*ASIAN TOUCH* Gorgeous, at-
tractive Asian woman, with soft,
warm hand and excellent serv-
ice. You won't be disappointed.
Out call only. (626)617-9432

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $45.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Men over
45/only. (310)826-7271.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

MOVING SALE!! Major appli-
ances, 2 autos, jacuzzi large
terrarium (4'x2'x40”), angle-iron
(warehouse type), shelving, of-
fice equipment  (cross-cut
shredder, overhead projector),
light fixtures, ceiling fans, furni-
ture, clothes, household items.
By appointment only; 5/24 thru
5/30/03. Call (310)674-3664 or
(310)613-9852

PR
e

Leanne Drolet Wagner
ptlates fitness

Develop leun muscles, increuse
flexibility, improve your
posture & body ulignment.

1615-A Montunu Ave.
Suntu Monicu
\ (310) 292-0821 /
ersonals

ANYONE KNOW the where-
abouts of Roberta “Bobby” Rob-
erts. Have her call Jamie Mu-
dra. (949)632-1646

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood?

Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737
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Services Services Services Services Services Services

Davis Plumbing

Specializing in re-pipes, earthquake
valves, mainlines & water heaters
Call Rick: (310) 809-3884

REALISTIC ROOFING
Commercial/Residential
Roofing & Repairs
Specializing in Problem Leaks
Liters & Gutters « FREE ESTIMATES
Frank (310) 613-2689
Los Angeles 5213; 440-2853

pager (310) 330-3098

EXPERT REPAIRS Block,
brick, planter, driveway, side-
walk, non lic. (310)902-2411

GOLD COAST
J/ARBLE

0 Marble Polishing
0 Foor Restorution
0 Grout Cleuning

818-348-3266
pgr. 818-801-9503

Serving Westside 15 years

J.ES. % >
S T

Service & Repair

Lic#Tas34

Jesiis E. Sotelo
Cell:(310) 487-8387 Free Estimates

OSANTA MONICAC
[Handyman Servicel]

Will do anything from A-Z
Moving, Hauling, Tree
Service & Concrete
Lowest Prices & Best
Service

10% OFF w/ this ad
310-617-2969

TILE, NEW & repairs, grouting,

regrouting, handyman  work.
Reasonable. Paul (310)386-
7534

Theresa R. Gutierrez

Income Tax Preparation
Certified and Bonded

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton,
MS (310)450-5553

°EVENTS

I and Sole Prori
Phone: (310) 871-4888

[ Cleaning_|

ORTEGA'S CARPET Cleaning
Truck mounted, steam cleaning.
$19.95 per room. minimum 2 -
rooms. Free estimates.
(310)722-6481.

SANTA MONICA SCENE

[ lecuians |
G.N. CABLING

Telephone: Computer: Speaker

WIRING

PHONE SYSTEMS:CCTV
DIAL TONE SERVICES
COMMERCIAL:RESIDENTIAL
INSTALLATION REPAIR
(626) 795-0013 (213) 247-2944
BUSINESS LICENSED:INSURED
SPECIAL OFFER:PHONE JACKS $50

en. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION

Beverly Hills/Beverlywood
General Contractor
Residential Remodel &
Home Improvement
Honest « Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES

— Sabbath Observed—
[ [ === [ == = [ =]
T

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

General

OSANTA MONICAD
[JHandyman Servicel]
Will do anything from A-Z

Lowest Prices & Best Service

10% OFF w/ this ad
310-617-2969

Moving & Storage
ALL POINTS VAN LINES
MOVING & STORAGE CO.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LOCAL » LONG DISTANCE * OVERSEAS

One Month FREE Storage
FREE visual estimate
PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
AVAILABLE * SPECIALIZING IN
ANTIQUES & PIANOS
800-449-2347 « 800-832-3345

i

BONDED, LICENSED & INSURED
Member of the Better Business Bureau

ALLDIS PLASTERING
English plastering at its best

Interior Finish Plastering
Exterior Stucco
Acoustic Ceilings Plaster Smooth (no dust)

310-458-9955 « 818-343-7343

CAL-T189258 ICCMC 382138
BEST MOVERS

% No job too small

2 men, $50 per hour. Fully insured
We make it EZ. Free prep. & boxes.
Discount for handicap & seniors.
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

*30® OFF with this ad

(323) 263-2378 or (800) 2GO-BEST

your guide to dining, entertainment and events

2.0

Ocean Ave., Reservations recommended. 310.458.9294

EAST COAST
SPECIALISTS

FULL SERVICE MOVERS LOCAL
& LONG DISTANCE & STORAGE
SINCE 1978
$25 OFF W/ THIS AD

800-489-0495
SAVE MONEY WITH US

Music

GUITAR & Bass Lessons. Any
level, style. Learn from a pro.
My place or yours. (310)828-
6713

GUITAR LESSONS: BFA from
Berkeley College of Music. MFA
from Cal Arts. All styles, all
ages. Jazz Theory. Song writ-
ing. Your home or mine.
(310)450-1335.

Painting & Tiling

GUARANTEED WORK. Excel-
lent references. Service with a
smile! James: (310)430-6581
Michael: (310)428-3484

www.mikeandjames.com

Personal Services

LEAVING TOWN? Responsible
adult will watch your home and
pet. Please call (310)453-0048
References Available.

LOEWS CINIP
1441 Third

4:30pm | 7:00
nd (PG-
Opm | 9:45p;

3)1
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THE RUSKIN GROUP THEATER COMPANY will be performing

Moliere's "The Imaginary Cuckhold" weekends at the Pier throughout )

will stage the play at the far western end of the Pier (near Mariasol resta
atrol offices), 56 as to take advantage of the beautiful Santa Monica Bay s

natural amphitheater-style seating.” Performances start at 7:00pm, every Friday and

Saturday evening throughout May. For more info please visit www.santamonicapier.org

or contact the Ruskin Group Theater Company at (310)397-3244

DK DONUTS - Best fresh baked donuts in Santa Monica. Also serving excellent
breakfast sandwiches & muffins. Classic favorites include: refreshing ice blended mochas,
smoothies and bobas, New sub sandwiches & more. Open 24hrs. a day, 7 days a week,
1614 Santa Monica Blvd., 310.829.2512

OMELETTE PARLOR - Best breakfast in LA. This is where the locals go! 2732
Main St., 310.399.7892

PANINI GARDEN - “The Locals Fayorite” for gourmet European breakfast, lunch

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other homes/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL

ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

MARRIAGE LICENSES

Instant Weddings
Same Day — 7 Days a Week

Ginger (310) 517-0898

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

MOVIE °“GUIDE

2:00pm
m. fighty
| 5:15pm 1
Men United
Spm | 4:15pm |
:15pm | 11:45pm.

MANN CRITERION

0pm

Valida, and Kasey
(310)899-1989.

SENSA (5 dolla’ Fridays) at Sugar! Resident DJs Liza Richardson, Raul Campos,
y Goto throwin' down it's-all-about-the-music-booty-sh:
bangin -house-grooves. 10pm to 2am, 814 Broadway, cross street Lincoln Blv

"WOMEN IN TRANSITION" weekly support group forming for women 55 and
older. Fridays, 2pm to 3:30pm. Learn to cope with life transitions and develo
living with change. Pre-registration required. Call (310)576-2550, ext. 217.
Healthy Aging, 527 4th Street, Santa Monica.

al deep-
d Only $5.

skills for
enter for

& dinner. Featuring fresh crepe, panini gt
our charming patio, or call for delivery, 2715 Main St., 310.399.9939

s

THE SLICE - New York sule pigeeria also serving pasta, saads, subs and wings,
Voted best pizza in Los Angeles by AC
movie star sightings. 915 Wilshire Blvd, for fast delivery call 310.35

WOLFGANG PUCK CAFE - Enjoy Wolfgang’s favorite entrees, famous wood-
fried pizzas, pastas, fresh salads, sandwiches, and of course, unforgettable deserts! Fun
Happy Hour: 1323 Montana Ave., 310.393.0290

illed sandwiches and delightful salads. dine on

)L, Sit on our beautiful ps

Anger
Man: ( 13) 11 I 4 |
9:40pm. Confidence (R)
Moulin Rouge (PG-13) 12:00am.
Heroes (G) 10 m.

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1310 3rd Street
}]?;nyse Almighty (P!

pm | 2: 1 4

io for great pizza and
51.7542

13) 11:15am | 12:10pm |
Opm | 7:00pm |

SANTA MONICA STRUTTERS, a FREE program sponsored by UCLA
Healthcare's 50-Plus Program! Walking programs for adults 50 or older looking for safe,
low-impact exercise in a comfortable environment. The Santa Monica Strutters meet
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 8 a.m. To 10 a.m., at Santa Monica Place,
Fourth St. and Broadway Ave. in Santa Monica.

°DINING

EL CHOLO - Famous for award-winning margaritas & green corn tamales, Enjo
our lively bar, comfy dining rooms or sunny patio for lunch and dinner daily. 1025
Vilshire Blvdl, 310.889.1106

LIBRARY ALEHOUSE - A gathering place for great food, hand crafted beer and
friendly service. Beautiful garden patio. Daily specials. 2911 Main St., 310.314.4855

THE LOBSTER - A legend redefined! A local favorite serving classic American
seafood, specializing in live Main Lobster. Open 7 days serving lunch & dinner. 1602

SONNY MCLEAN'S - A perfect Irish pub that attracts a variety of people. It the
hotspot to kick back, enjoy a beer and watch a ball game. Good Happy Hour specials.
2615 Wilshire Blvd., 310.828.9839

ORIGINAL THAI DISHES - Best Thai food in Santa Monica! Family owned
restaurant since 1980. A local favorite serving classic Pad Thai nuodlcs,{)incnpplc fried
rice and seafood spe s. All dishes can %)

310.828.5634

e made vegitarian. 1910 Wilshire Blvd.,

EARTH, WIND & FLOUR - “Great Italian cooking. Just sligthly west of Ttaly.”
This restaurant celberates 22 years in the neighborhood for its friendfiness and freshness.
Pizza, pastas, salads, subs and more. Lunch and dinner specials and happy hour. 2222
Wilshire Blvd., 310.829.7829

ACADIE’S - Voila! Fresh from the south of France, Homemade Crepes have just
arrived in Santa Monica! Located right off the 3rd St. Promenade, this authentic French
storefront radiates charm and ambience with indoor seating and a quaint side patio for
an outdoor experience. The menu offers a range of options to suit your individual mood.
213 Arizona Ave. (310)395-1120
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Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration.
Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.
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Almlghty Superstar: God’s film career turns comic

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN

AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES — Oh, how the
Almighty has fallen — if you consider it a
demotion to be brought down to Earth by
the movies.

The character of God has become
increasingly human and secular in come-
dies such as “Oh, God!,” “Dogma” and
the new “Bruce Almighty,” suggesting
mainstream audiences are more open than
ever to wacky, nonreligious versions of
The Man Upstairs.

Pious films like 1956’s “The Ten
Commandments” depicted God in the tra-
ditional Biblical style: pillar of fire,
booming disembodied voice, glowing
sunset. Recent incarnations have been less
reverent, and God gets the guy-next-door
treatment in “Bruce Almighty.”

“We always tried to humanize him in
some way. He’s probably, you know, just
a shaft of light in a doorway,” said Jim
Carrey, who stars in “Bruce Almighty” as
a TV reporter blessed (or cursed) with
God’s powers after complaining too much
about the world.

“I wanted God in this thing to be the
guy who’s absolutely dignified and has
this austere quality and this kind of no-
nonsense to him, but at the same time he
has a sense of humor, because God made
our senses of humor,” Carrey added.

Morgan Freeman co-stars as the deity
who transfers his omnipotence to Bruce,
who uses the power first to lift a woman’s
skirt and help people win the lottery
before eventually realizing he should be
more careful.

“We tend to blame God for everything,
and what this movie deals with is basical-
ly the get-off-your-butt philosophy. Don’t
ask for all the answers to be given to you,”
said director Tom Shadyac.

Seeing a wisecracking God on film is a
way for modern audiences to identify with
the concept of a higher power, said Albert
J. Bergesen, co-author of the book “God in
the Movies: A Sociological Investigation.”

“This is our metaphoric language,”
said Bergesen, a sociology professor at
the University of Arizona. “In a world in
which it’s considered normal and sincere
to be frank and open, people cast God in
that image, too.”

Bergesen said movie Gods are compara-
ble to trying to understand God centuries ago
by describing him as “the King of Kings” or
representing him as natural phenomenon —
bolts of lightning, or a white dove.

The white-bearded strongman painted
by Michelangelo in the “Creation of Adam”
mural on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel
anthropromorphized God in 1512, shaping
the way people from the Judeo-Christian
culture have imagined him ever since.

Putting God on film, however, was
risky for many years.

In  addition to the Second
Commandment, which admonishes the
creation of graven images, the 1930s Hays
Code, a decades-long precursor to the cur-
rent movie ratings system, set standards
forbidding the ridicule of religion and faith.

That limited God’s Hollywood career
mainly to religious dramas, but some
filmmakers found creative ways to indi-
rectly feature the character.

“No-nonsense spot where the
A-list goes to eat in peace.”

-Vanity Fair, April 2002

Open at 8 a.m. for breakfast
Saturdays and Sundays
# Authentic Irish Food #
# Full Bar #

# Guinness on Draft

Mention this ad to receive a FREE dessert with entree!

BO BRIEN'S

IRISH PUB AND RESTAURANT ON WILSHIRE

2226 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica (corner of 23rd & Wilshire)
(310) 829-5303

In 1950’s “The Next Voice You Hear,”
starring James Whitmore and former first
lady Nancy Reagan (then Nancy Davis),
God speaks to the world through radio
broadcasts to warn about the dangers of
war. The characters hear the voice, but the
audience never does.

Years later, movie standards relaxed to
the point where it was safe to cast God in
human form.

“Oh, God!” in 1977 featured the elder-
ly George Burns as the bespectacled,
kindly deity who asks a grocery clerk
(John Denver) to be his next prophet.

“Humor suggests to me a form of toler-
ance, and we want to think that if he-she
exists maybe our actions will be seen with
the same sort of tolerance,” said screenwriter
Larry Gelbart, who adapted the “Oh, God!”
script from a novel by Avery Corman.

Burns, who died in 1996 at age 100,
was the key to selling the character.

“He was modest and restrained, but he
gave you the sense that he’d seen it all —
in addition to creating it all. He was per-
fect,” he said. “I’m sure if God had cast
approval, and in a way I guess he did,
George would have sat well with him.”

In that movie and “Bruce Almighty,”
traditional religious iconography is main-
ly set aside. Movie Gods are usually self-
help humanists who don’t favor those
who worship under the Crucifix, Star of
David, the Quran or at the feet of Buddah.

“That doesn’t give any one religion any
leg up on the truth, and in a pluralistic
society pretty much brings religion down
to Earth,” said Bryan P. Stone, author of
“Faith and Film: Theological Themes at

the Cinema.”

“There’s a downside to that because
when religion gets divorced from tradi-
tions and communities it begins to lose
any real power, socially or publicly,”
added Stone, a professor at Boston
University’s School of Theology. “It may
make a difference in an individual’s life,
but it doesn’t make any difference in
shaping our collective ideas of what’s
good for human beings or what the com-
mon good is.”

Still, if a movie gets people talking
about God, he said, that’s a good thing.

One film that did address a particular
religion — writer-director Kevin Smith’s
“Dogma” —  explored Roman
Catholicism from the point of view of two
disaffected potheads. That film featured
disheveled actor Bud Cort as a Skeeball-
playing God who later takes the form of
singer Alanis Morissette.

The comedy led to an outcry from con-
servative Catholics angry over the film’s
profanity, dirty jokes and casting of a
female rock star known for raunchy, angry
lyrics as God.

“Bruce Almighty” director Shadyac
acknowledged that the very idea of featur-
ing God in a comedy is blasphemous to
some people, although offending the reli-
gious was not his intent.

“To me, it’s almost blasphemous to
think one could NOT utilize a sense of
humor to discuss spiritual or godly
issues,” he said. “The movie is really not
making fun of God. If you look at the dra-
matic through-line of the movie, it’s God
making fun of man.”

SHANE

RESTAURANT & BAR

APPETIZERS

Lumpia Shanghai Filipino eggrolls filled

Tuna Tartare served on won-ton crisps w/
baby greens

SALADS

PASTAS
Linguini del Mare Shrimp in a white wine,
butter, olive oil, garlic & chili pepper sauce

ENTREES

Tofu Stir-Fry with Asian Vegetables

ECLECTIC HOMESTYLE CUISINE

w/ minced chicken ............ ... .. ..

Seared Ahi Salad Baby spinach, cucumber &
garlic chips, with a ginger-soy dressing . . . . . $12

- $12

Chicken Adobo, the National dish of
the Philippines Tender chicken marinated in
a soy sauce vinaigrette, w/ garlic & pepper served
W/ steamed fice .. .............iiil $18

Served OVer FiGe . ..................... $

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11:00 to 4:00 PM

HAPPY HOUR
5 to 7 DAILY
$4 PIZZAS
1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS

LIVE DJ
THURSDAYS
10:00 PM

2424 MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA
310.396.4122




