
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM AIRPORT — Representatives
from nearby cities say they would
support a regional homeless leader,
but question how the Santa Monica-
appointed official would be empow-
ered to affect a regional problem.

Members of the westside Council
of Governments homeless issues
subcommittee spoke favorably on
Friday of the city of Santa Monica’s
decision to hire a regional homeless
leader, while sharing concerns of
how the new leadership role would
be perceived by surrounding city and
county bureaucracies — the support
of which they say will be necessary
if the new position is to prove suc-
cessful.

City staff asked COG representa-
tives at the Friday meeting what
qualities they would like the person
who holds the new person to have.

Besides a show of fundamental
interest and support, these homeless
issue representatives from Beverly
Hills, Culver City and Los Angeles
had questions about what the new
position would entail.

Natalie Profant Komuro — direc-
tor of policy and strategic planning
for the Los Angeles Homeless
Authority, an organization created
by the county and city of Los
Angeles to address homeless issues
— wanted to know how the new
position would be empowered to act
effectively within the region.

“Would this be a symbolic posi-
tion, or would this person have con-
trol over budgets?” Komuro said. “If

BY RYAN HYATT
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MALIBU — Officials warn the
record levels of rain that pum-
meled southern California this
past winter may serve as a cata-
lyst for brush fires.

Los Angeles County Fire
Department officials, climatolo-
gists and concerned citizens are
spreading word that if current
weather conditions persist,
increased plant growth resulting
from the 37.5 inches of rain
received in downtown Los
Angeles this winter may be a
primer for brush fires in rural
areas through the fall.

Bill Patzert, a climatologist at
NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena, said a
variety of recent weather condi-
tions could easily contribute to

brush fires in the Santa Monica
and Malibu area in coming
months.

“We still have 50 million dead
trees in the mountains from the
brush fires two years ago,”
Patzert said. “The bottom line is,
if we get Santa Ana’s this year,
one match and it will all burn. 

“‘Rain’ is a four-letter word,
and it stands for ‘fuel.’”

Patzert explained that the
record levels of rain received in
Los Angeles County this winter
has prompted the growth of plants
in outlying rural areas, especially
wild grass. The rainy season,
which typically lasts though
spring, ended early this year — in
February — meaning all of this
new growth from the rains could
easily dry out, a condition that
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A New York City jury in January award-
ed $450,000 in damages to a profes-
sional dancer whose career was ended
in 2001 after surgery by Dr. Andrew
Feldman at St. Vincent’s Hospital. In a
pre-op meeting, the dancer described
the discomfort in his right knee, and
Dr. Feldman wrote a large “X” on the
spot of the pain, but 20 minutes later,
he mistakenly cut into the man’s until-
then-healthy left knee.
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Today is the 141st day of 2005.
There are 224 days left in the year.

This is Armed Forces Day.

On May 21, 1927, Charles A. Lindbergh
landed his "Spirit of St. Louis" near
Paris, completing the first solo airplane
flight across the Atlantic Ocean.
In 1542, Spanish explorer Hernando de
Soto died while searching for gold along
the Mississippi River.
In 1832, the first Democratic National
Convention got under way, in Baltimore.
In 1840, New Zealand was declared a
British colony.
In 1881, Clara Barton founded the
American Red Cross.
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THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...We’re in
Culver City too!

10862 Washington Blvd.
Lessons • Studio rent

Music • Instrument Repair

(310) 202-6874
2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102

Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

SMFD calls for help,
dispatch heads to LA
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Los Angeles
will now be handling Santa
Monica’s calls for firefighter
services.

The Santa Monica City
Council voted in favor on
Tuesday of transferring the
city’s firefighter dispatch ser-
vice from its current Santa
Monica location to the city of
Los Angeles in order to
improve service. 

The move comes on behalf
of Santa Monica Fire Chief
Jim Hone, who explained to
the council at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that an annual 4.5-percent
increase in fire calls over the

Dog day afternoon

Fabian Lewkowicz/Special to the Daily Press
Friday was graduation day for the inaugural K9 Connection class, a project bringing together dogs and at-risk teens.
Ceremonies were staged at John Adams Middle School. The pilot project encourages youths to apply the lessons
learned in training homeless shelter dogs to their own lives, developing an awareness of impulsive behavior.

Homeless
liaison’s
power in
question 

Heavy rains has FD fired up

See 9-1-1, page 9See HOMELESS, page 9 See FIRE THREAT, page 9



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Let others run with the ball. In

fact, you might not have a choice. By accepting a
passive role, you’ll actually enjoy yourself.
Others, especially one particular person, let you
see how much they care. Relax and enjoy. Others
seek you out for your feedback and advice.
Tonight: Go along with another’s plans.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Take a hint from Aries. You might

be delighted by the assortment of invitations and
choices. The only mistake you can make is to iso-
late yourself. You don’t agree with everything you
hear, nor do you need to! Just weigh others’
ideas. Tonight: Where the party is.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Work on relaxing more. Get into a

favorite pastime or hobby. Remember, you don’t
have to do anything at all. Share your plans with
someone you care about. Make it OK to be a bit
lazy. Everyone needs some downtime. Tonight:
Just don’t stress out.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Your flirtatious or humorous

personality dominates. You have a good time
wherever you are. If you are single, you will find
lots of new people around you if you pursue a
hobby. If you are attached, a child could domi-
nate. Tonight: Spice up the evening.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Don’t feel that you have to wander

far from home. In fact, a lazy day or two might be
just what the doctor ordered. Many of you stay
busy with a gardening project or by inviting oth-
ers over. Do what feels natural. Tonight: Stay
close to home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Breeze out the door and visit

with neighbors or friends. Catching up on news
could be fun. Separate gossip from news, if you
can. Make plans that don’t take you far from your
neighborhood. Be spontaneous. Tonight: At a
favorite spot.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Carefully evaluate an expenditure.

You also spend more than usual. Listen well to
someone who cares a lot about you. Avoid a ten-
dency to become possessive. Take some down-
time to recharge and/or relax. Tonight: Your treat.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ With the Moon in your sign, you

can have your way. Notice when you hit an obsta-
cle and how you handle it. Your natural patterns
will emerge now. If you are naturally negative,
you will be negative. If you are positive, you will
be positive. Tonight: Whatever makes you happy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Know when to lie back. In fact, take

the day off and do what you want. Don’t force
yourself to answer to others. Do what makes you
happy. Remember, you don’t have to explain
everything. Tonight: Vanish.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Plan on being around your

friends or where crowds are. Go shopping or to a
ballgame. You need people more than you realize.
You don’t always have control over others, espe-
cially right now. Tonight: Where you are, there is
a happening.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Whether you need to work or take

charge of a situation, you assume a leadership
role. You might not want to be so visible, but you
don’t have a choice right now. Check in on an
older relative or friend. Tonight: Out and about.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Schedule a day trip or an out-

ing to somewhere different. You’ll relax and gain
a new perspective. Learn from other styles and
ways. Certainly you aren’t always right — there’s
always a different perspective. Tonight: Let your
mind wander.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Out and about, Aquarius
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HAPPY HOUR 4-7PM   7 DAYS A WEEK
• Complimentary wood fired mini pizzas
• Food & Drink Specials

2820 Main St. Santa Monica   310-392-1661

P I Z Z A  •  S T E A K S  •  F I S H  •  S A L A D S  •  PA S TA

Comedy Night:
Wednesdays  9:00-11:00 pm

Doors open @ 5:30pm on Monday
Join us this weekend and every

weekend for our weekend brunch

Sunset Grill
A  C O N T I N E N T A L  C A F E

F O O D  T O  G O  •  D E L I V E R Y  •  D I N E  I N

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R

Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays
1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Spectacular Spot for Dinner
Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

“THE ONLY THING TO DO IS BECOME A REGULAR” – L.A. TIMES

Come in and taste our:
DRUNKEN CHICKEN

LAMB CHOPS
PORK TENDERLOIN

SUNSET QUICHE

OFFICE PARTY OR SOCIAL EVENT?

IMPRESS YOUR GUESTS WITH

CONTINENTAL CATERING.

CALL US FOR DETAILS.

WOULD YOU TAKE YOUR LUXURY
CAR TO ANY GARAGE?

(310) 451-3663 
256 26th Street, Suite 100

Santa Monica

V O T E D  O N E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  T O P  2 5  D R Y  C L E A N E R S
B Y  C O U T U R E  C A R E
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

60°

City Hall is eyeing more than a dozen prop-
erties in downtown Santa Monica that could
potentially be used for more parking. Tens, if
not hundreds of millions of dollars could be
spent over the next decade expanding parking
opportunities throughout Santa Monica. How
to pay for it is the big question.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Are

you willing to pay more for hourly parking to
fund more spaces?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the
weekend edition. Please try to limit your com-
ments to a minute or less. It might help to
think first about the wording of your response.

On Saturday, we’re expecting the NW swell to back off a bit, but

we should still see sets running chest- to head-high at most

west- facing breaks with some overhead sets around standouts. 

On Sunday, look for some wind swell to form behind this NW’er

with 10-12 second periods, with size in the chest- to shoulder-

high range for west-facing breaks. Sunday is also when our next

SW swell is due, although that isn’t saying much.

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 2:40 0.0 1:54 1.4 8:44 3.8 8:17 5.9

SUNDAY 3:18 -0.6 2:26 1.7 9:33 3.8 8:47 6.3

MONDAY 4:00 -1.0 3:00 1.9 10:23 3.7 9:22 6.5

TUESDAY 4:44 -1.3 3:37 2.1 11:16 3.6 10:02 6.6

WEDNESDAY 5:33 -1.4 4:18 2.3 12:14 3.5 10:46 6.5

THURSDAY 6:25 -1.3 5:08 2.6 1:17 3.4 11:36 6.2

FRIDAY 6:57 -1.0 5:29 2.4 1:42 3.1 12:02 6.0

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Summer’s
first hurrah!

Enjoy!

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

Water usage is up in Santa Monica 
By Daily Press staff

Despite this year’s near-record rainfall in the southwestern United States, it turns
out that the rain fell in the wrong place. 

City Hall is encouraging residents in May to cut waste in recognition of “Water
Awareness Month,” because all the watersheds relied upon by several major metro-
politan areas — Los Angeles, San Diego, Las Vegas and Phoenix — experienced
significantly lower than normal levels of rainfall and snow pack.  The Colorado
River is below its average, and northern California water supplies — Santa
Monica’s primary source — also are lower than normal this year, officials said.  

The entire region is under increasing pressure to promote water-efficiency and con-
servation measures, city officials say. Despite City Hall’s goal to cut water waste 20
percent by 2010, local usage is up. Daily water use is more than 13 million gallons per
day, significantly higher than expected for a city that is 8.3 square miles, officials say.
Reaching the 20 percent target will require cutting use to 10 million gallons per day. 

In an effort to reach the goal, City Hall is offering residents and businesses sev-
eral incentive programs, including rebates that range from $50 to $2,000 for water-
efficient fixtures. Competitive grant funding up to $20,000 for installation of
California-friendly landscapes also is available. And there are a number of water-
saving steps that can be implemented at home or office without significant cost,
including using a professional car wash that recycles water and checking for and fix-
ing leaks from faucets, showers, toilets and sprinkler systems.  

The forces of supply and demand will impose ever-increasing pressures on water
resources as a result of forecasted residential, business and tourism growth in the
years ahead, officials say. Currently, an individual Santa Monica residents’ water
use averages 144 gallons a day for things like showering, toilet flushing, laundry,
irrigating gardens and car washing. To help people visualize how much water an
individual consumes and how much can be saved, 363 bottles of water — the equiv-
alent of 144 gallons — will be on display in the lobby of City Hall throughout May.

Madison Project receives grant for new theater
By Daily Press staff

Arts education in Santa Monica just got a new boost. 
The Madison Project of Santa Monica College has received a grant from the

Ahmanson Foundation for the construction of its new visual and performing arts
center located at 11th Street and Santa Monica Boulevard.  

“We are so thrilled to be receiving this most generous gift from the Ahmanson
Foundation for the capital campaign of the Madison Project,” said its director, Dale
Franzen. “Having the support and trust of this very prestigious foundation is crucial
to any capital effort for an arts and education project. We are deeply grateful and
honored.”

The Ahmanson Foundation, incorporated as a private foundation in California in
1952, was established by financier Howard F. Ahmanson and his wife, Dorothy. Its
corpus was augmented in later years by his two nephews Robert H. Ahmanson and
William H. Ahmanson. The foundation’s broad purpose is to administer funds for
charitable, scientific, educational, literary, and religious purposes, all for the public
welfare, according to officials.

The Madison Project is an arts education and community outreach organization
that designs innovative arts education programs for children and adults, and is cur-
rently building a 541-seat theater that will feature both student work and profes-
sional engagements in music, theater and dance.

The $30.78 million center, designed by Zecchetto Architects of Santa Monica, is
funded with a combination of public and private funds and is scheduled to be com-
pleted in early 2007.

Recent productions include 2004’s staging of “Brundibar” and the upcoming
“Manzanar: An American Story” in June. For more information about the Madison
Project, contact Franzen at (310) 434-3430, or visit http://www.smc.edu/madison.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See BRIEFS, page 5
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✆ “It is interesting to note that beach
parking lots between the Marina del Rey
inlet and Sunset Boulevard remain, with
the exception of the weekends, mostly
vacant, even through the summer
months. Some of this vacancy factor is
due to the price of parking. New parking
nearer to commercial businesses to facil-
itate transient parking does not set well
with me. As it stands now, parking
meters are one-armed bandits, and the
bale for a parking citation is obscene and
extortive. When enough is more than
enough, then it is really enough.”

✆ “Well, it’s about time this city
administration is about to do something
constructive and forward-looking in
regard to the awful parking situation in
this city. Perhaps a slight increase in
parking fees would be warranted, howev-
er one wonders about the real necessity
of such an increase given the city’s track
record for cavalier and unnecessary
spending. More money down the drain?
If we stop all the handouts to the increas-
ing vagrant population, we would have
quite a useable sum of money for these
projects.” 

✆ “Yes, I think it’s fine to collect
more money for hourly parking, because
Santa Monica is a world-renowned place.
So yes, let’s get it out of the cars that
come here to park.” 

✆ “Years ago, the mall merchants
paid for the parking structure  servicing
the mall. Parking was free. Now, it costs
to park and City Hall wants us to buy the
properties on Fourth Street — an expen-
sive area — and pay for the new parking
structures. Why not assess the mall mer-
chants, because they’re not making
enough money as it is now? Then, how
about if we assess the buildings and prop-
erties in the new Santa Monica Place  —
a train wreck waiting to happen after City
Hall adds all of its recommendations?
And the reason why we can’t do that is
because of all the low-income housing —
you won’t get much tax revenue out of
them. How about the businesses on
Wilshire and Santa Monica boulevards or
the hotels on Second Street? They pro-
vide little parking for customers and
hardly any for employees. So the conse-
quences are that we have restricted park-
ing on both sides of Wilshire, and which,

if we are lucky, we can park for $30 a
year two blocks from our homes. Who’s
responsible for this mess? It’s not some-
one making $100,000 a year in the plan-
ning department. No, it’s our progressive
city council, who finds it way easier to
tax people than to solve the problems that
they initiated.”

✆ “I am not willing to pay any more
money for parking downtown, or to fund
more parking garages. The city has mil-
lions of dollars in a redevelopment
agency that’s supposed to be used for
redeveloping downtown. They should
use the redevelopment money to build
the parking garages and give the taxpay-
ers of Santa Monica a break.”

✆ “If they didn’t keep building all
these high-rises, they wouldn’t have such
a parking problem. One other way would
be to make the landlords provide parking
for all their tenants, since Santa Monica
likes to force the landlords to do every-
thing else, they might as well do some-
thing useful. If an apartment has three or
four cars, there should be a limit. Let
them have  a certain amount of parking
spaces in the building, and after that they
have to buy parking permits. If there is
more than one car, then they need to pay
double for each permit. If they have three
cars, then they should pay triple the cost
for each permit. That would be one way.
They can stop people from driving to
Santa Monica all the time — they can
take the bus or walk. I haven’t driven into
Santa Monica in years because it’s
impossible to park. They don’t need

more parking buildings, it’ll just be
another place for the bums to use the
bathroom in the stairways.”

✆ “Pay more for parking? No way. If
the businesses need more for parking, let
them subsidize it.”  

✆ “In one word, the answer is ‘no.’
No new taxes, no new fees. If the city
can’t afford to build it, don’t build it.
Stay within the budget as is.” 

✆ “No, I do not want to pay more for
my hourly parking to fund more parking
spaces. I think the city mismanages the
money that they have; we have a very
wealthy city and they come up with all
these harebrained ideas or schemes that
they want to get funded when they ignore
the basic services that all our citizens
deserve. We pay our taxes and we pay
more, and we pay more and more. I am
fed up with it. City Hall, pay attention,
we will vote you out.” 

✆ “Since Santa Monica’s Renters
Rights has taken over our city, they have
sold out renters to commercial develop-
ment. As you know, most Santa Monica
residents don’t shop downtown or on
Main Street. Why should we locals suffer
from higher parking prices around town
to support a giant tourist trap that none of
us wanted? Tax the downtown business-
es, or let them build their own damn
parking.”

CITY RESIDENTS NOT READY TO TAKE A HIKE
This past week, Q-line asked:

Are you willing to pay more for hourly parking to fund more spaces?
Here are your responses:

Anyone who knows me or is familiar
with this column probably would guess
that I follow sports scores a lot more
closely than I do art auctions. Nonethe-
less, one of my favorite recent news sto-
ries involved Christie’s, Sotheby’s, and
more than $20 million worth of art.
Takashi Hashiyama, president of a
Japanese electronics firm couldn’t decide
which auction house to use to unload the
company’s art collection. Did he ask them
to enter a bidding war? Did he split the
collection between the two auction hous-
es? Did he ask around to find out which
one had the fastest-talking auctioneer?
No. He decided to use a decision-making
process that kids have been using for gen-
erations: rock, paper, scissors.

In case you’ve been living under a rock
— or a paper or scissors — in this game,

rock breaks scissors, scissors cuts paper,
and paper smothers rock. What I love
about Mr. Hashiyama’s decision to use a
children’s method to decide the fate of all
this art and money is that it was so pure,
so fair, and so much more fun than having
some MBAs making a bunch of charts
based on some fancy theories.

Sotheby’s decided to leave its decision
to chance, and had no particular strategy.
Christie’s, on the other hand, turned to
some experts: the children of their inter-
national director of the impressionist and
modern art department. The 11-year-old
twin daughters immediately told their dad
to go with scissors. Their reasoning was
that, “Rock is way too obvious, and scis-
sors beats paper.” So, Christie’s chose
scissors, Sotheby’s chose paper, scissors
“cut” paper and Christie’s got the deal. 

Using this method for the art auction
deal, there were no kickbacks, no back
room deals, no back stabbing. It was just
done in a fair and fun way. Maybe play-
ground ethics should be a model for other
forms of adult decision-making.

Take international relations. Kids
today are taught, “Use your words, don’t

use force.” That’s a nice one for a lot of
world leaders to try — at least as a first
resort.

And think of all the lives that would
have been spared if, instead of waging
war every few years, the Germans and
French would have just tossed a coin to
see who got Alsace-Lorraine. And what
would be wrong with the policy of “I’ll
show you my nuclear weapons if you
show me yours?” And heads of state
could play pin the tail on the donkey, with
the winners getting to say that their form
of government or their religion is the best.

In business, playground rules would be
interesting, too. How many of you would
be willing to shoot free throws against
your boss to determine if you’re going to
get a raise? And how about thumb
wrestling your colleague to see who gets
the corner office? Or racing your competi-
tor around the block to see who gets the
prized Noodleman account?

In kid rules, fairness is the most impor-
tant thing and everyone has to have an
equal chance to win. Lying and cheating
are bad, telling the truth is good. Sharing
is good, bullying is bad. Making up lies

about others is against the rules.
Apologizing for doing something wrong
is required. It’s all so simple that one
wonders why so many adults seem to for-
get these rules as they move from the
classroom to the boardroom or the war
room.

But before you ask your senators to try to
pass kid rules as the law of the land, remem-
ber that it’s a package deal. You can’t just
adopt some of the ways kids do things. So,
operating under playground ethics, this is
what would probably happen if someone
were to say, “That wasn’t fair and it wasn’t
right when you said Iraq had Weapons of
Mass Destruction. And you never even
admitted you were wrong or apologized.”
Then the culprit would just smile — or
smirk — and say, “Hey, I can’t be punished
for it. I had my fingers crossed.”

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Frasier.” He also has read
many books, some in hardcover. He can be
reached at smdp@lloydgarvermodern-
times.com.)

Putting away childish things not a good idea
MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

Do you have business briefs?
Submit news releases to: editor@smdp.com or fax (310) 576-9913
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BY RONALD D. WHITE 
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — The San Joaquin
Valley grasslands, miles from the ocean
or any navigable river, might seem an odd
place to put a port. 

But there, along Interstate 5 south of
Bakersfield, sits the Tejon Industrial
Complex. Resembling a gargantuan free-
way rest stop, the sprawling warehouse
park calls itself an “inland port” and is one
of several ambitious efforts throughout
Southern California to relieve chronic
congestion at the Los Angeles and Long
Beach harbors. 

The high desert towns of Victorville,
Palmdale and Lancaster are among those
similarly trying to position themselves to
grab some of the region’s growing cargo
business and bring in steady jobs. 

Right now, inland ports are little more
than a regional planning concept in which
cargo-processing complexes would hug
freeways, rail lines and airports instead of
waterways. 

Although most of the freight would still
flow through the Southern California sea-
ports, recurring logjams would be eased
by swiftly moving cargo containers from
crowded harbor terminals where the boxes
commonly sit for days, proponents say. 

Inland communities are attempting to
profit from a confluence of shipping
trends: The busy ports of Los Angeles and
Long Beach have little room to expand;
international trade continues to build; the
Inland Empire, the destination of choice
for warehouses and distribution centers, is
becoming increasingly crowded and
expensive. 

“Five or 10 years ago, there would
have been no reason to come up here,”
said Barry Hibbard, vice president of
commercial and industrial marketing for
Tejon Ranch, the 162-year-old working
ranch in southern Kern and northern Los
Angeles counties that is developing a
small portion of its 270,000 acres for
industry, homes and recreation. “But the
advantage we have here now is that the
cost of our dirt is not as hard on the ten-
ants. We can offer more storage space and
there are no residential neighbors around
to complain.” 

But shipping lines and retailers, among
others, are skeptical about the concept,
wondering whether it would ease conges-
tion or merely add another step. 

“We understand the urgent need to find
ways to accommodate the anticipated
growth of cargo, and inland ports could
well be part of that solution,” said Tupper
Hull, spokesman for the Pacific Merchant
Shipping Association, which represents
the ocean carriers and terminal operators
that move more than 90 percent of the
containerized cargo in the United States. 

"But the concern is simply that every
time you touch a container, the cost and
the price of the goods inside goes up. The
goal is to touch them as few times as pos-
sible.” 

It doesn’t help that there are no U.S.
examples big enough to serve as a credi-
ble model. 

“There is talk and there is smoke but
not necessarily much activity,” said Peter
Hall, a professor at the University of
Waterloo in Waterloo, Canada, who has
studied the Southern California ports. 

Still, Jon DeCesare of Long Beach-
based World Class Logistics Consulting
thinks all the talk might be turning into
action. 

“Inland ports have been talked about
for years, but it is becoming more and
more important as vessel sizes and trade
volumes increase,” said DeCesare, whose
company has looked at dozens of poten-
tial sites for inland ports for clients
nationwide. “Southern California is prob-
ably where it will happen first because of
the volume here.” 

Many are pinning their hopes on exact-
ly that. 

The Southern California Association of
Governments pointed to the seaport cargo
boom as a way for the region to rebound
from the loss of high-quality manufactur-
ing jobs over several years. 

In a 2004 report, the association out-
lined an ambitious proposal for creating
inland ports that includes extending the
Alameda Rail Corridor and spending
$16.5 billion for two dedicated truck lanes
that would reach from the ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach to the Victor
Valley in western San Bernardino County. 

The Tejon Industrial Complex’s efforts
to lure more cargo-dependent tenants to
the 1,450-acre development are eagerly
supported by Kern County officials,
whose constituents are plagued by high
seasonal unemployment because of the
county’s reliance on agriculture. There
have been objections too, most notably
from environmentalists who want the bulk

of the sprawling Tejon Ranch preserved
as open space. 

While acknowledging that the site is
relatively far from the seaports and lacks
rail service, Hibbard said Tejon was
becoming more attractive as the Inland
Empire has become crowded with ware-
houses and distribution centers. 

“We are going to try to attract everyone
in the cargo movement supply chain,”
Hibbard said. 

Situated on the relatively tiny sliver of
Tejon Ranch land that straddles the I-5,
the complex aims to be a trucker’s dream.
There are sit-down restaurants and fast-
food eateries, a drive-through Starbucks,
onsite mechanics, a hotel, laundry ser-
vices, an arcade, movie theater and even a
chiropractor’s office. 

Its main tenant so far is Swedish home
furnishings retailer IKEA, which has near-
ly 2 million square feet of warehouse space
and room outside for 250 to 300 cargo con-
tainers. From the Tejon distribution center,
IKEA supplies stores in California, the
Pacific Northwest and part of Canada. 

IKEA moved to Tejon in 2001 to solve
several problems, said the company’s

North American president, Keith Keller. 
Ensconced in a 400,000-square-foot

facility in Ontario, Calif., IKEA was
adding stores and needed a facility four
times as large, Keller said. 

Then, as now, cargo containers arrived
at the Los Angeles and Long Beach ports
and often sat for days before they were
picked up for delivery. Terminals at both
ports allow several days of free storage,
which exacerbates the chronic congestion
there. As the containers pile up, they must
be stacked and other containers must be
moved to get to the boxes that are finally
ready to be delivered. 

IKEA wanted to cut through the tie-up
by building a warehouse big enough to
eliminate the need to use storage at port
terminals. 

“Time is money, and the situation in
Los Angeles and Long Beach is unique,”
Keller said, given that the ports handle 70
percent of all container traffic moving
through West Coast harbors. “When the
goods are coming in, companies need to
get access to them as soon as possible. We
needed to find a solution, and this has
worked out really well for us.” 
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High-and-dry areas vying for ‘inland ports’

Judicial independence speaker at SMC  
By Daily Press staff

It seems that those in favor of banning the filibuster have met another opponent. 
The Santa Monica Democratic Club invites all interested persons to hear Susan

Lerner speak on “Justice threatened: The impact of the filibuster on the Supreme
Court and why we must defend the Independence of our court system.”

Lerner has been an activist in progressive, feminist, and pro-choice issues for 25
years. She’s also been a trial lawyer for complex commercial litigation and intel-
lectual property for 20 years. She also founded the Committee for Judicial
Independence, an organization that believes in and educates Americans on the
necessity of an independent federal judiciary and the threat of conservative takeover
of the federal courts. She also is the executive director of the California Clean
Money Campaign, which works for publicly financed elections. 

This event will take place on Wednesday, May 25 at 7 p.m. at Saint Annes’ com-
munity room, 2017 Colorado Ave.

Admission to the event is free and has free parking. Refreshments will be served,
and a question and answer session will follow. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3
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BY TERENCE CHEA 
Associated Press Writer 

FARALLON NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
— Less than 30 miles from San
Francisco, an archipelago of rocky islands
rises out of the Pacific Ocean, forming a
largely undisturbed wildlife haven that
biologists call California’s Galapagos. 

The public isn’t allowed onto the gran-
ite islands that make up the Farallon
National Wildlife Refuge — the country’s
largest seabird breeding colony outside
Alaska and Hawaii. 

But on a rare visit organized by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, several
journalists saw an ecosystem teeming
with life: densely packed colonies of
black-and-white murres nesting on steep
rocky slopes and Western gulls squawk-
ing constantly while defending their
brown spotted eggs. A herd of elephant
seals lounging in a sandy cove, just out of
reach of the great white sharks circling
nearby. And passing by in the chilly
ocean swells, a gray whale, spouting
water high into the air. 

“You don’t have to go to the
Galapagos to see amazing biological
diversity and thousands and thousands of
animals,” said Russ Bradley, a Point
Reyes Bird Observatory researcher who
monitors seabird breeding on the islands.
“It’s right on San Francisco’s doorstep.” 

Only a handful of bird researchers and
maintenance workers are permitted to set
foot on the 211-acre archipelago at any
given time. Such restrictions have
allowed wildlife to flourish in a predator-
free environment at the edge of the conti-
nental shelf, where ocean upwellings pro-
vide an abundant food source for fish,
birds, whales and marine mammals. 

Once devastated by hunting and a long
military presence, wildlife has rebounded
on the Farallones. The four main islands
and dozens of craggy outcroppings are
home to five species of marine mammals
and 12 species of seabirds, totaling
300,000 or 30 percent of California’s
breeding seabirds. 

The islands, which can be seen from
San Francisco on clear days, aren’t exact-
ly conducive to visitors. Because of
stormy seas and steep dropoffs into the
ocean, there are no docks. After a rocky 2
1/2-hour boat ride from San Francisco,
authorized visitors must approach the
main island in a small raft, then get hoist-
ed onto the island by a 30-foot crane. 

Visitors are greeted by a deafening
chorus of shrieking gulls — so loud that
some researchers wear earplugs. A hike to
the solar-powered lighthouse on the 350-
foot peak of Southeast Farallon Island
offers stunning views of the archipelago. 

But the best views of thick colonies of
nesting murres and cormorants can be had
from the sea — and whale-watching boats
carrying tourists on daylong trips regular-
ly approach the islands from a safe dis-
tance. 

Starting next week, the Fish and
Wildlife Service will begin seeking public
comment on a 15-year conservation plan
that will address public access, among
other issues. The agency is considering
allowing small groups of naturalists to
visit, but probably not tourists. 

“We’re looking for creative ways to
increase the public experience of the

refuge without necessarily having them
step foot on the islands,” said refuge man-
ager Joelle Buffa. 

Earlier this year, two senior congress-
men proposed legislation that would have
opened up the Farallones and two other
protected uninhabited islands in the
Caribbean to once-a-year visits by nonre-

searchers securing special permits. 
The bill — sponsored by House

Resources Committee Chairman Richard
Pombo, R-Calif., and Rep. Nick Rahall,
D-W.Va. — raised fierce opposition from
biologists who feared even limited public
access would threaten the islands’
wildlife, and now appears all but dead. 

“Public access would have caused dis-
turbances that could have exposed seabird
eggs and nestlings to predatory birds and
potentially harmed their success at pro-
ducing their young,” said Glenn Olson,
executive director of California Audubon
Society. 

The bill was intended to allow amateur
ham radio operators, who compete in
broadcasting to and from remote loca-
tions, to visit under strict supervision.
However, opponents said the language
was “vague enough to lead to unfettered
access to the general public,” said Brian
Kennedy, spokesman for the House
Resources Committee. 

“The members thought it was an
innocuous, reasonable thing to do,”
Kennedy said. “It was a surprise to all that
there was this much protest.” 

Amateur radio operators were disap-
pointed. “It appears to me that they could
accommodate visitors on the island with-
in certain guidelines,” said Bob Vallio, a
ham radio operator in Castro Valley. 

While the Farallones are too close to
shore to be as biologically unique as
Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands, scientists
here worry that opening the refuge to
tourists could disturb skittish nesting
birds and the endangered Steller sea lions.
In fact, nearly every nook is occupied by
animals or nests holding eggs, which can
be easily crushed by a visitor’s misstep. 

Before President Theodore Roosevelt
established the refuge in 1909, sealers
wiped out 50,000 resident northern fur
seals in the early 19th century. The com-
mon murre population plummeted during
the Gold Rush, when “eggers” collected
seabird eggs to sell in San Francisco. And
during the 20th century, the military had
as many as 70 people living there. 

In 1969, access was strictly limited to a
small group of researchers who live in
two wooden houses that once housed
Coast Guard families, and biologists say
the island wildlife is healthier than it’s
been in years. 

“It’s slowly recovering from the
impact of past actions and disturbances,”
said Buffa. “We’re letting nature take its
course.” 

Islands off SF form
teeming wildlife haven

Visitors are greeted by a
deafening chorus of

shrieking gulls — so loud
that some researchers

wear earplugs.



BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — In his strongest terms
yet, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger indicat-
ed Thursday he would call a special elec-
tion this fall, saying the magnitude of the
changes he is seeking are almost certain to
require voter approval. 

“We are going to call the special elec-
tion no matter what. I can guarantee you
that,” Schwarzenegger said on KFBK-
AM in Sacramento. “... I cannot think of a
compromise that I can come up with that
will make us happy because in order to
change the budget one has to literally
have the vote of the people. In order to
change redistricting the way it is right
now, we need a vote of the people.” 

Schwarzenegger has yet to sign an offi-
cial proclamation calling for the election
and said during the same interview that he
remains interested in negotiating with
lawmakers. 

His spokeswoman, Margita Thompson,
said it is still possible that the state could
avoid an election, although the options for
doing so are dwindling as the mid-June
deadline approaches. 

“The governor was saying that it looks
increasingly likely that the Legislature is
not going to come to any agreement,”
Thompson said. “They’ve not shown any
inclination they want to compromise.” 

The governor’s comments come as his
administration and the Democrats who

control the state Legislature embark on a
war of words over the need for a special
election and the prospects for compro-
mise. Democrats say the issues the gover-
nor wants to address could be handled
through negotiations or at the ballot box
next year, rather than in a special election
estimated to cost between $70 million and
$80 million. 

“It’s a total waste of $80 million, when
the same issues can be resolved several
months later at no extra cost,” said Steve
Maviglio, spokesman for Assembly
Speaker Fabian Nunez, D-Los Angeles. 

Maviglio noted that the next regular
statewide election is scheduled for June
2006. 

Schwarzenegger held a round of inter-
views Thursday with radio stations
throughout the state, a method of connect-
ing with the public that he has favored
since winning office during the 2003
recall election. 

In yet another sign that he is serious
about promoting his agenda,
Schwarzenegger is due to leave Thursday
night or early Friday for an out-of-state
fund-raising trip. He is scheduled to
attend private Florida events in Tampa,
Orlando and Miami on Friday and
Saturday, and will visit Chicago and
Dallas on Monday. His chief political
strategist, Mike Murphy, said the gover-
nor and his supporters could spend $50
million on a special election campaign. 

Democrats have criticized

Schwarzenegger’s aggressive fundraising,
saying he should spend the time negotiat-
ing with them instead. 

The governor has until mid-June to call
a special election on his package of pro-
posed initiatives: increasing the length of
time it takes teachers to get tenure; chang-
ing the way legislative district boundaries
are drawn; and implementing a spending
cap. 

He dropped earlier proposals to reform
the state’s pension system and tie teacher
pay to merit rather than tenure. 

A special election ballot is likely to

include a number of other initiatives, as
well, including a requirement that minors
notify their parents before getting an abor-
tion and a measure targeting the ability of
unions, a staple of Democratic campaign
contributions, to raise money from their
members. 

Since proposing his package in
January, Schwarzenegger has urged —
sometimes challenged — Democratic
leaders to negotiate with him on alterna-
tive solutions that may or may not require
voter approval. 
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Governor says election gives power to people

BY BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — A group representing
counties sent a letter to Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger on Thursday asking the
state to pay for a special election he wants
to call this fall. 

The California State Association of
Counties asked the governor to help out
the fiscally strapped counties that are still
recovering from three straight years of
statewide elections and the cost of
installing new voting equipment required
under federal laws. 

“The issues have placed escalating
financial demands on counties,” said
James Keene, executive director of the
organization. 

The 2003 recall election, for example,
cost nearly $55 million, “a fiscal hit that
still reverberates through county budgets
as they struggle to provide critical ser-
vices while balancing an array of urgent
budget needs,” Keene said. 

The governor is supporting several bal-
lot initiatives and said he will go to the
polls if lawmakers don’t negotiate to help
him achieve his agenda. Democrats have
denounced the move and targeted the esti-
mated $80 million cost. 

Schwarzenegger has not decided
whether to call an election so it’s prema-
ture to discuss whether the state would
pay, said spokesman H.D. Palmer. 

Counties, which pay their own election
costs, want to be reimbursed as they were
following a 1993 special election. 

Yolo County’s Clerk/Recorder Freddie
Oakley has protested the prospect of pay-
ing an anticipated $300,000 to prepare for
the election, mail out absentee ballots and

open the polls. If the governor won’t dis-
cuss footing the bill, Oakley said she will
only hold a special election under court
order. 

“The saloon is open and the governor
is welcome to belly up to the bar and call
for a drink. And he’s welcome to pay for
it,” Oakley said. “I don’t want hard work-
ing moms and dads making $10 to $15 an
hour to have to pay for his election.” 

Yolo County’s finances mirror those of
other counties around the state. The coun-
ty furloughed all employees for two
weeks without pay at Christmas last year
to avoid layoffs. 

That move cost the county about
$150,000 to pay sheriff’s deputies who
protested and won their case in arbitra-
tion. A special election would cost the
county about twice that much, Oakley
said. 

Costs per county range from a few
thousand dollars in the smallest county to
as much as $10 million in Los Angeles. 

While counties unsuccessfully sought
reimbursement for the recall election that
put Schwarzenegger in office, they said
that was held under different circum-
stances because the citizens called for the
vote to oust Gov. Gray Davis. 

“I think there’s a real distinction
between one that is called by the voters,”
said Conny McCormack, registrar of vot-
ers in Los Angeles president of the
Californian Association of Clerks and
Election Officials. “There is no require-
ment to call this election.” 

McCormack’s group and the associa-
tion of counties are asking that if
Schwarzenegger calls an election, that it
be held Nov. 8, when some counties have
local elections planned. 

Counties concerned as projected
cost of special election grows 
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BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES — Antonio Villaraigosa
was elected mayor with a record 25 per-
cent Hispanic turnout, but his decisive
victory over Mayor James Hahn saw him
claim significant support across a wide
range of demographic and geographic
groups, an exit poll found. 

The Hispanic turnout, up from 22 per-
cent in the 2001 mayoral election, was
influenced by a swell of ethnic pride.
When he is sworn in July 1, Villaraigosa
will become the first Hispanic mayor
since 1872. 

But that only begins to explain his 17-
point victory over Hahn. The mayor, who
defeated Villaraigosa in the 2001 runoff,
lost ground across a spectrum of voters
compared to four years ago, weakened by
an ethics scandal at City Hall and a low-
key public image. 

Even many of Hahn’s supporters
expressed reservations about the incum-
bent, according to a Los Angeles Times

survey of voters leaving polling places.
Nearly 60 percent of Hahn’s supporters
said they considered him the lesser of two
evils. 

Villaraigosa convincingly captured one
of two crucial battlegrounds, the San
Fernando Valley, reversing the outcome
there from 2001, the poll found. In the
other, South Los Angeles, a diverse area
with a large black population, Hahn and
Villaraigosa split the vote, a sharp con-
trast from 2001 when Hahn claimed a 2-1
advantage in the area. 

Villaraigosa also captured a majority of
the vote on the Westside and in central
Los Angeles. 

“I said from the beginning our goal was
to increase participation in every commu-
nity. The fact that Latinos voted in the
numbers that they did is a great thing,”
Villaraigosa said Thursday at a deli on the
Westside. 

“The key to America is a strong
democracy, and the only way to do that is
through participation,” he said. 

Hahn’s victory in 2001 was attributed

to his strong support from blacks and
right-tilting valley voters, two groups that
deserted him in large numbers this year.
Hahn won 80 percent of the black vote in
2001, but the candidates split the black
vote on Tuesday. 

Some analysts said that in a city with a
history of black-Hispanic rivalries,
Villaraigosa’s ability to pair a large share
of the black vote with his Hispanic sup-
port, white liberals and others marked a
turning point in city politics, forging a
new urban alliance. 

But others cautioned not to draw too
much from a single election. 

“It’s a beachhead that Villaraigosa
made into the black community. It’s going
to be a real challenging test to make it
something that is durable,” said Raphael
Sonenshein, a political scientist at
California State University, Fullerton. 

Overall, the mayor-elect had an edge
with Hispanics, Democrats, liberals and
younger voters. He captured 84 percent of
the Hispanic vote. 

By contrast, the poll of 3,191 voters

found Hahn slipped even among his core
supporters — Republicans, conservatives,
Asian-Americans and the elderly. 

The exit poll’s margin of error was plus
or minus 2 percentage points. 

The victory by one Democrat over
another came more than a decade after
Hispanics became the biggest ethnic
group in the city. Los Angeles is now 48
percent Hispanic, 31 percent white, 11
percent Asian and 10 percent black. 

Sonenshein noted that Hahn was dam-
aged by ongoing corruption probes at City
Hall. Additionally, he alienated blacks by
supporting the ouster of the city’s black
police chief in 2002, and turned off white
San Fernando Valley voters by opposing the
region’s unsuccessful secession movement. 

For Hahn, “You had a whole network of
groups that had a specific gripe and
Villaraigosa was an acceptable alterna-
tive,” Sonenshein said. And with the whiff
of scandal at City Hall “voters were reluc-
tant to give him credit for accomplishments
because they were alienated and unhappy
about the allegations of wrongdoing.”
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Record Hispanic turnout helped elect mayor
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$5each!*

3 or More Medium
1-Topping Pizzas

*Special Price Only Valid With Purchase Of At Least 3 Pizzas. Deep Dish And Specialty Pizzas
May Be Extra. Limited Time Offer.

551

Valid Tuesdays Only. Not Valid With Any
Other Offer. Limited Time Only. 

Deep Dish & Specialty Pizzas May Be Extra.
Limited Time Offer.

Deep Dish & Specialty Pizzas May Be Extra.
Limited Time Offer.

Buy any LARGE 
pizza at menu price, and

get a 2ND PIZZA of equal
or lesser value.

FREE
on Tuesdays!

950

2-Topping Pizza
1 Medium

$899 $1099

1 Large

101 202

2 Large 1-Topping
Pizzas & a 2 Liter

of Coca-Cola©

2 Large 2-Topping Pizzas
& Your Choice of 10 Buffalo
Wings OR Domino’s Pizza
Buffalo Chicken Kickers©

& a 2 Liter$1999 $2399
704

Deep Dish & Specialty Pizzas May Be Extra.
Limited Time Offer.
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LOCAL

so, how?”
The homeless liaison regional position has been spear-

headed by Councilman Bobby Shriver and voted in at the
April 26 City Council meeting. 

At that meeting, the council directed staff to begin
exploring how the high-profile regional leadership posi-
tion could be created and successfully filled. The sole
purpose of the person who holds the position would be to
solve the problem of chronic homelessness in Santa
Monica and the surrounding region.

The regional liaison will be hired on a contractual
basis, and the position’s effectiveness will be reviewed
after one year, Shriver said. The person will likely be
hired for one year, paid as much as $200,000 and report
his or her results directly to City Manager Susan
McCarthy. The regional liaison would be responsible for

advancing programs such as the sobering center, a mental
health and drug court, year-round housing through the
Veterans Administration, and chronic homeless outreach.  

City staff will be returning to the council in coming
weeks to present more information on the position’s pos-
sible job description and recruiting.

Meanwhile, Councilman Richard Bloom — who
voted against the creation of the position at the April 26
council meeting and serves as the City Council’s liaison
to the COG homeless subcommittee — said he believes
the new position, in conjunction with current regional
efforts, could be successful in tackling the homeless
problem.

“I hope (the creation of this position) does not turn
into a jurisdictional conflict,” Bloom said. “We need to
make sure we work together. There is a lot of energy
going toward this issue right now, and we have to make
sure we’re working on a solution for the region.”

could add fuel to brush fires. 
Patzert said these conditions, along with Santa Ana

winds in coming months, all could easily spark an infer-
no in rural housing areas surrounded by dry brush. 

“We’re definitely primed,” Patzert said. “The emerald
state in three months is going to look like the browned-
out state.”

Captain Mark Savage, LACFD spokesperson, said the
county fire department has a jurisdiction of about 2,300
square miles that includes Malibu and Santa Monica
Canyon. 

“Brush fire season doesn’t have an official start date,”
Savage said. “Last week, we had a brush fire in Palos
Verdes, over 100 firefighters battling it, very early in
what could be a significant fire season.”

According to Savage, the Palos Verdes brush required
the use of 12 engines and three helicopters, in addition to
the manpower, and scorched more than five acres.

“There have been some positives about the heavy
rains received lately, since they’ve helped simmer the
really dry fuels out there,” Savage said. “The down side
is there is some potential for grass crop and different
types of fuels that have grown from the heavy rain, and
that fuel can create for some fast-moving brush fires.”

Savage said that, historically speaking, whenever the
county receives 20 inches of rain annually, the resulting
fire season turns out to be problematic for firefighters, so
the 37.5 inches received this winter alone could certain-
ly prove to be a problem for brush fires.

“Right now, we’re looking at double to three times the
grass volume per acre, and that means the amount of fuel
readily available is much more compared to what the
average grass level would be,” Savage said.

Savage said those residents living in rural county
areas can prepare for possible brush fires by making sure
their homes are in compliance with local brush clearance
ordinances.

To find out what those are, he suggests residents con-
tact their local fire department.

“Most likely, residents would have received notices by
now stating the requirements, and the firefighters are out
doing the inspections,” Savage said. “The deadlines for
compliance should be coming up in the next month or so. 

“The key is to be prepared.”
Savage suggested residents have an evacuation plan if

there is a fire in their area. He also said if residents are
asked to evacuate, they comply. 

“Let the firefighters come in and do their job without
them having to worry about people getting out of harm’s
way,” he said.

Tony Morris, a Topanga resident, helps spearhead a
nonprofit organization called the Wildfire Research
Network, a group of concerned citizens interested in
minimizing the impact of wildfires. 

One of the WRN’s goals is to help create a fire
research center which would help coordinate firefighting
efforts in the Western United States — an umbrella orga-
nization that would help firefighting research and efforts

at the local, state and national levels.
“Firefighting efforts require research and develop-

ment,” Morris said. “Brush fires are a problem that’s not
going to stop.”

past 10 years continues to present a risk in stretching
the city’s firefighting forces thin, and that the city
needed better coordination through a regional dis-
patch center to handle emergencies.

“The philosophy has come to be, ‘if you need it,
and need it now, call 9-1-1 and the fire department
will come out to try to help you,’” Hone said.

To address this inundation of emergency calls,
Hone said steps were needed to provide better-coordi-
nated firefighting efforts between local agencies,
something the regional dispatch center will provide
Santa Monica.

As an example, Hone described a recent fire at
Lares Restaurant, 2909 Pico Boulevard, requiring the
majority of Santa Monica’s firefighting forces to put
the fire out. He said that if a fire occurred somewhere
else in Santa Monica at the same time, the city’s fire-
fighting forces would have been stretched too thin to
respond with the same level of service Santa
Monicans have come to expect.

With the regional dispatch system in place, Hone
said a neighboring firefighting agency could be sum-
moned from the time of the call in order to assist with
an additional fire in the city. Then, as the fires are sta-
bilized, the firefighters would return to their stations.

“(With the regional dispatch approach) the level of
service will be better while Santa Monica Fire
Department resources are being drained,” Hone said.

Some councilmembers were concerned that Santa
Monica might have trouble getting out of such a
regional commitment if the city decided the new sys-
tem was not working up to standards.

“The business of getting back into the business is
in no way harmed by this service,” assured Santa
Monica City Manager Susan McCarthy.

Hone said Santa Monicans will continue to dial 9-
1-1 for emergencies, and that the police will be the
first point of contact before calls are routed to the
regional center in downtown Los Angeles. 

The city is expected to pay $200,000 annually to
take part in the program. 

The majority of funding is coming from a $1.7 mil-
lion no-match grant from the federal Department of
Homeland Security.

Santa Ana winds could spark a rural inferno

To find out more about what can be done 
to prepare for brush fires in your area, 
visit the Web site at www.lacofd.org.

FIRE THREAT, from page 1
Chief ignites regional dispatch move

9-1-1, from page 1

Homeless leader’s impact
would be reviewed in a year
HOMELESS, from page 1
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BY LINDA DEUTSCH 
AP Special Correspondent 

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — The mother of
Michael Jackson’s accuser complained
that she and her children were being kept
away from the pop star during the time
period prosecutors say one of her sons was
being molested, the girlfriend of movie
star Chris Tucker testified Thursday. 

Azja Pryor, a Hollywood casting assis-
tant who has a child by Tucker, said the
mother complained to her in early March
2003 that two German associates of Jackson
had stepped in to keep her family away. 

The time period she cited is critical
because prosecutors allege Jackson
molested the then-13-year-old accuser
between Feb. 20 and March 12, 2003. 

When the accuser’s mother testified in

the trial she bitterly spoke out against “the
Germans” and claimed they were conspir-
ing with Jackson to hold her family cap-
tive. 

Pryor said the mother “didn’t like
them. They were rude. They said mean
things to her. She didn’t care for them at
all and they didn’t care for her.” 

“Did she complain about the
Germans?” asked Jackson attorney
Thomas Mesereau Jr. 

“Yes,” she said. “I asked, ‘Does
Michael know anything about this?’ She
said, ‘They won’t let us around him
because they know the children tug at his
heart strings."’ 

Pryor said the mother never com-
plained to her about Jackson. 

Pryor took the stand after Judge
Rodney S. Melville refused to allow the
defense to present testimony by CNN’s
Larry King that attorney Larry Feldman,
who once represented the accuser’s moth-
er, had told him the mother was “wacko”
and out for money. 

The judge ruled out testimony by King
and another man present at the conversa-
tion on grounds they were not able to say
the lawyer directly quoted the accuser’s
mother. 

But the judge later handed the defense
a victory, allowing the jury to see a video
tour of the singer’s Neverland ranch. 

District Attorney Tom Sneddon vehe-
mently opposed the video, saying much of
it was “propaganda.” He cited in particu-
lar a scene that showed a note written on a
chalkboard by one of Jackson’s children,

saying “I love you daddy.” 
The video showed statues and pictures

of children at play, amusement park rides,
zoo animals, a huge video library includ-
ing Disney films and hundreds of books
including biographies ranging from
Elizabeth Taylor to Leonardo da Vinci. 

It also showed a crew of smiling maids
and other cheerful workers, a lake and
fountain, the estate lighted up at night and
numerous clocks. 

The clock scenes countered testimony
by members of the accuser’s family that
they were not able to keep track of time
while allegedly being held against their
will by Jackson. 

Jackson is charged with conspiring to
hold the family captive to get them to
make a video to rebut a TV documentary
by journalist Martin Bashir in which
Jackson said he let children sleep in his
bed but that it was non-sexual. 

Pryor began her testimony with a few
tears, talking about how she met the fam-
ily at the Laugh Factory club in
Hollywood in 2001 when the boy was bat-
tling cancer. The owner of the club and
comedians there had become involved in
fundraising efforts for the family. 

Pryor said she and Tucker, who is expect-
ed to testify next week, began taking the chil-
dren places. Tucker took them by private jet
to an Oakland Raiders game and invited
them to his brother’s wedding, she said. 

She said the mother, who had become
her confidant and talked to her for hours at
a time on the phone, never told her that
she tried to escape from Neverland. 
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Why Go To Hollywood? Hollywood Has Just Come To You!
10,000 SQ. FT MEGA SUPERSTORE with over 10,000 DVDs

Thousands of Shoes, Boots and your favorite Designer Lingerie

10,000

DVD’S

THE PLACE TO BRING YOUR WIFE, GIRLFRIEND, BOYFRIEND OR ALL THREE

10,000 DVD’S
Daily Store Hours: 10 a.m. - 2 a.m.
2414 Lincoln Blvd. Santa Monica

310-255-0506

20% ANY
PURCHASE
Present coupon at time of purchase and
receive 20% off. Not valid on sale mer-

chandise. One coupon per customer.
COUPON EXPIRES 07-31-05

Stuck in a jam

Fabian Lewkowicz/Special to the Daily Press
Trevor Mosa, on keyboards, jams alongside the band Jah Crew on Thursday at Santa Monica
College’s Reggae-fest.

Witness: Accuser’s mom kept from Jackson
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NEW CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE•SANTA MONICA
1-800-MY-MERCEDES

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD•SM

310-453-2045

MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED PROGRAM INCLUDES
7 DAY TRIAL EXCHANGE • 1 YEAR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY

WWW.MBZSANTAMONICA.COM
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 05/23/05

ON SELECT PRE-OWNED MERCEDES-BENZ
ON ABOVE AVERAGE CREDIT • APR OFFER ONLY FOR C-CLASS AND M-CLASS MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AND TIER 1 CUSTOMERS ONLY.

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS INSANTA MONICA

2.9% CLS 500 IN STOCK NOW!IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
S65, SL, SLK, CL65, SL65, CLK CABS, SL55, E55 AMG, SL600

LIMITED TERM FINANCING2.9%

l APR

1•800•MY•MERCEDES1•800•MY•MERCEDES

INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW M-SERIES.

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

W.I.SIMONSON INC.W.I.SIMONSON INC.

2002 E320 VIN#487169 $27,995
2002 E320WAG VIN#468762 LOW MILES $29,995
2003 E320 VIN#366290 $36,995
2004 E320 VIN#445021 $42,995

E-CLASSE-CLASS SPECIALTIESSPECIALTIES
$24,995

STARTING ATONLY

$24,995
1AT THIS PRICE ’01 E320 VIN#256229

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$519 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2376 cap cost reduction + $795 acqui-
sition fee = $3171 less $500 W.I. Simonson contribution = $2671 total due at signing ($0 security deposit).
MSRP $50,770. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

$499 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3338 cap cost reduction + $795
acquisition fee = $4133 total due at siging ($0 security deposit). MSRP $48,825. Tier 1 Credit. 
10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

$339.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2373 cap cost reduction + $795
acquisition fee = $3168 less $500 W.I. Simonson contribution = $2668 total due at signing ($0 security
deposit). MSRP $33,570. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

2006 ML3502006 E350 SEDAN2005 C230 SPORT SED
W.I. SIMONSON

EXCLUSIVE!
DEALER

CONTRIBUTION

$500
2005 C230 SPORT SEDAN  

ONLY

W.I. SIMONSON

EXCLUSIVE!
DEALER

CONTRIBUTION

$500
2006 E350 SEDAN

ONLY

$339$339 $499$499$519$519

2001 S430 VIN#211777 $39,995
2000 S500 VIN#053431 $39,995
2001 S430 VIN#200247 $41,995
2001 S500 VIN#197100 $44,995
2002 S500 VIN#281460 $49,995
2002 S500 VIN#300579 $54,995

S-CLASSS-CLASS
$37,995

STARTING ATONLY

$37,995
1AT THIS PRICE ’02 S430 VIN#305728

WE WILL BEATANY ADVERTISEDPRICE GUARANTEED!
Just bring us any Southern California ad 

dated within the last week on any 
identically equipped, in stock, 
year, make, model & MSRP, 

and we’ll beat it!

2000 CL500 VIN#005854 $53,495

2000 CL500 VIN#005374 $55,995

2001 CL500 VIN#015461 $62,995

2002 CL500 VIN#020678 $62,995

2002 CL500 VIN#023612 $62,995

2002 CL600 VIN#024453 $69,995

2004 CL55 AMG VIN#039471 $98,995



BY DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Three climbers were
already dead on Oregon’s Mount Hood
when a helicopter coming for survivors
crashed and tumbled 1,000 feet down a
steep snowfield. The accident, captured
on video in horrifying detail, seemed to
symbolize the costs and risks of alpine
search and rescue. 

A new study by the American Alpine
Club, however, says such dramatic and
dangerous operations are the exception,
and argues that state laws allowing
climbers to be billed for their own rescues
are misguided. 

The report, to be released Thursday
and provided to The Associated Press,
says American mountaineering deaths and
injuries are declining, even though the
number of climbers is increasing. 

Hikers, hunters, boaters and swimmers
all require more rescues than climbers, the
study says. 

The 7,000-member American Alpine
Club, based in Golden, Colo., plans to use
the report to lobby against fee-for-rescue
legislation and to counter negative public-
ity surrounding spectacular mountain
accidents. 

"Over the years we’ve come to see a
pattern emerge — that after a major
climbing accident, there was media cover-
age that painted climbers as risk-taking
daredevils who put tremendous costs on
the public and risk on the rescuers,” said
Lloyd Athearn, deputy director of the club
and author of the study. 

He called the 2002 crash on Mount

Hood “exhibit A.” 
Three parties of climbers were near the

summit of the 11,240-foot peak when the
top group tumbled into the others, and
nine people plunged into a 25-foot-deep
crevasse. Three died and three were seri-
ously injured. 

Remarkably, all six crew members sur-
vived the crash of the Air Force Reserve
helicopter that was attempting to pluck
injured survivors from the mountainside. 

Five states — California, Hawaii,
Idaho, New Hampshire and Oregon —
have laws allowing agencies to charge for
rescues under certain circumstances. But
none of the states has ever billed a
climber, Athearn’s study says. Oregon’s
law was passed more than six years before
the Mount Hood tragedy. 

Climbing rescues cost less than many
people realize, Athearn said. The military
doesn’t charge to help out because it con-
siders the rescues as a training opportuni-
ty, and most mountain search and rescue
teams are volunteers who don’t expect to
be paid. 

Their attitude is, “I don’t want some-
body’s money because someday they’re
going to come and help me,” said Charley
Shimanski, a member of the Alpine
Rescue Team based in Evergreen, Colo. 

The study suggests that charging for
rescues could actually worsen the danger
for climbers and rescuers because some
people might put off calling for help. 

Shimanski recalled one Colorado res-
cue in which the call came in so late that
search crews had to grope through dark-
ness to rescue a high-altitude hiker with
an injured ankle. 

When the hiker’s wife was told there
was no charge, she said, “I wish I’d have
known that. I would have called you a lot
earlier,” said Shimanski, the education
director for the Mountain Rescue
Association, which opposes rescue fees. 

The Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association
supports Oregon’s fee-for-rescue law as a
way to reimburse taxpayers for rescuing
people who were unprepared or negligent. 

“It’s just a tool that’s there. It just does-
n’t hurt to have a tool or two in your belt,”
said Art Martinak, the group’s executive
director. 

Athearn also cited humanitarian rea-
sons to make rescues free. 

“Someone is in trouble, you help

them,” he said. 
Gavin James of Farmington, N.M.,

who was rescued in January after three
frigid nights in the mountains of south-
western Colorado, said he doesn’t believe
people should be charged for rescue if
they made an honest mistake. 

James had skied outside the boundaries
of the Durango Mountain Resort and got
lost trying to find his way back. He was-
n’t billed, but he said he plans to donate “a
whole bunch of money” someday to his
rescuers. 

“From my personal experience, I
would have paid any amount of money to
get out of the predicament I was in,” he
said. 

NATIONAL

Motorola V600
SRP $299.99
Annual Contract Required

Limited Time Offer
Only $199.99 after $100 mail-in rebate

Santa Monica
2914 Main Street
In Santa Monica
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Alpine Club critical of fee-for-rescue laws
Highlights from report 
on climbing accidents 
By The Associated Press 

Highlights from a draft of “Climbing
Rescues in America: Reality Does Not
Support ‘High-Risk, High-Cost’
Perception,” a report scheduled for
release Thursday by the American
Alpine Club in Golden, Colo.: 

• Climbing deaths peaked in 1976 at
53, according to “Accidents in North
American Mountaineering,” the club’s
annual compilation. Climbing injuries
peaked that same year at 210. 

• The number of climbing deaths has
remained relatively constant while the
number of climbers has risen dramati-
cally. 

• In 2003, the National Park Service
reported that rock climbing and moun-
taineering ranked below day hiking,
backpacking, motorized and nonmotor-
ized boating and swimming in the num-
ber of rescues required. 

• Climbing rescues cost somewhat
more on average than other types of res-
cues, but climbers “provide greater vol-
unteer support and pay more directly to
offset rescue costs than do virtually all
other recreational groups.” 

• At Yosemite National Park, a popu-
lar climbing destination, climbing res-
cues cost $456,000 from 2000 to 2004.
Over the same period, day-hiker rescues
cost $762,000 and backpacker rescues
$613,000. Backpacking rescues aver-
aged $3,800 each; climbing, $3,100; day
hiking, $1,500. 

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60. INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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BY ANGIE WAGNER 
Associated Press Writer 

CHUGWATER, Wyo. — Take a turn off the main road
here, where the constant Wyoming wind blows, and it’s
almost like entering a faded postcard of Americana. A
lonely town hall, a glistening white library and a one-
counter post office where no one waits in line. 

But Chugwater’s main street, with its shuttered busi-
nesses and boarded windows, is empty, and the cattle
easily outnumber the town’s 244 people. Even the River
Rocks Steakhouse, once billed as “the most rocking
place in Chugwater” is closed. 

No grocery store. No traffic. No doctor. 
Some worry whether that all adds up to something

else: No future. 
Here and across the rural West, little towns like

Chugwater face big choices: Grow or die. As a popula-
tion boom sweeps the West, some communities watch
their children leave for the cities, their residents age and
their towns fall off the map. Others, like Chugwater, feel
their rural identities slipping away. They try to hang on
to the past, or imagine a future as retirement havens,
recreation hubs or suburbs for growing cities. 

"It won’t be just sort of the ol’ cowboy image, the
frontier,” said William Frey, a demographer at the
Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C. “These are
going to be sort of suburban cowboys. 

“The West is clearly becoming the frontier in a differ-
ent way now.” 

A CHILI RECEPTION
Chugwater is just four blocks by seven blocks. It takes

longer to get a chocolate milkshake at the soda fountain
than it does to walk across town. 

You can fill your tank at the gas station at the end of
town or grab a bowl of famous Chugwater Chili — the
town’s claim to fame — but if you’re looking for much
else, you’ve probably taken a wrong turn. 

“Are ya lost?” a man in a silver pickup truck asks a
visitor. 

On a recent spring evening, a father pulled his son
down the street in a Radio Flyer wagon, the silence bro-
ken by a train roaring along the tracks nearby. Kids
climbed on the old red caboose parked in a gravel lot,
even though they know better. A kitten was stuck on a
ledge inside a storefront window of an aging garage and
even the mayor tried to figure out how to save it. 

“It really has all the stuff you need for a small town,”
said Lee Marfell, 64, peering out from under his cowboy
hat. “Everyone’s really quite wonderful.” 

Chugwater wants the world to know how wonderful it
is. And please, bring your kids. 

Worried about getting grayer and losing its school
some day, the town is offering eight home sites to new
residents for $100 apiece if they agree to build a house
and stay at least two years. Preference is given to fami-
lies. 

The program, financed by a grant from the Wyoming
Community Development Authority, is generating plen-
ty of interest. Town Clerk Karen Guidice has already
sent out more than 100 applications. 

“We’re going to go down kicking and screaming
because we want our town to survive,” she said. 

Tammie Harris, a single mother of two teenagers in
Lander, Wyo., has never even been to Chugwater, but the
prospect of owning land for just $100 was enough for her
to apply for a lot. She feels this is her ticket to owning her
first home. 

“You couldn’t ask for anything better,” she said. “I
don’t care if it’s out in the middle of Timbuktu. If it’s
going to be mine, I want it.” 

Some signs of hope are apparent in this town plopped
amid sagebrush and dusty roads under the Wyoming
bluffs. The soda fountain is hiring, and the junior class is
holding a bake sale to raise money for prom. Around the
corner, the junior high and high school track team prac-
ticed in the street again; there is no school track. 

“Watch out guys!” coach Shelly VanWhy yelled to
the runners as the occasional car passed. 

Chugwater clearly isn’t going to dry up and blow
away just yet, but town leaders know too well the cycle
that doomed other small towns: young people leave, a
main industry is lost, corporate farming and ranching
take over and soon the population plunges. 

The population here has seesawed since 1960, and
actually gained a few people — 52 — from 1990 to 2000. 

VanWhy grew up here and always knew she would
return. She and her husband just moved back and now
have a baby girl. 

But she’s the exception around here. 
Often it’s teenagers like Katie Rogers, a 16-year-old

sophomore with a long, bouncy ponytail, who threaten
small town survival. She loves that she’s known every-
one here since she was a little girl. But she doesn’t plan
to return after graduation. 

“I kind of want to get away for a while, see how it
goes,” she said, panting from her sprint with the track
team. 

Five years ago, young people like Katie were com-
mon. Every state had more people under 18 years old
than people over 65, census figures show. 

But by 2030, 10 states will have more people who are
65 and older, and three of those are in the West —
Montana, New Mexico and Wyoming. More than one of
every four residents in those states will be 65 and older
by then. 

That doesn’t give small towns much hope for better
days to come. 

“The communities that are here now, so many of them
have the desire to be saved, but again it’s going to have
to come from within,” said Jon Bailey, director of
research and analysis for the Center for Rural Affairs in
Lyons, Neb. 

Chugwater isn’t the first town to offer cheap land.
Several Midwestern towns have tried so-called “mini-
homestead acts.” Marquette, Kan.; Kenesaw, Neb.; La
Villa, Texas; and New Richland, Minn., have all given
away free land. 

In Marquette, 23 homes have been built or are under
construction, and the population is up more than 100
people from 527 a year ago. The other communities are
slowly bringing in new families. Four houses have gone
up in Kenesaw; La Villa has seven new ones. 

While towns see free land as their saving grace, Frey
isn’t so sure. 

“It’s not going to turn a corner for these places,” Frey
said. “It’s just going to slow the drain.” 

BUFFALO SPRINGFIELD
For all its charm and Norman Rockwell moments,

Chugwater got its name from the awful “chug” sound
bison made when they hit the ground as Indians drove
them off the nearby cliffs. 

It’s a story of pride around here, and the school mas-
cot is, of course, the buffalo. Rumors often float around
that the school, enrollment 92 and the heart of the town,
may close, but state and local officials insist Chugwater
is safe for now. 

The nearby town of Albin wasn’t as lucky; it was
forced to close grades 7-12 at the end of the 2002-2003
year and students now are bused to other towns. 

In communities where everyone shows up for basket-
ball games, the loss of the only high school can be a
death sentence. 

But for some, the only thing scarier than shrinking is
growing. They know that even growth has a price, and
small towns have had more of it in the West than else-
where. 

From 1990 to 2003, the growth rate of Western towns
with 2,500 people or less was four times the rate for the
rest of the country, according to Census Bureau figures.
Some of those towns have seen their identities swallowed
up by larger neighbors and newcomers who demand city
amenities. The transition from ranch town to bedroom
community can be painful. 

Experts say small communities must maintain infra-
structure, schools and local businesses to survive. A one-
industry town just doesn’t last. 

Rural Western towns face
a grim choice: Grow or die 



BY PAUL ELIAS 
AP Biotechnology Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Just a few years ago, Michigan
State University scientist Jose Cibelli was considered the
leading expert on cloning human embryos to treat and
study disease. 

Now, there’s no debate that the cloning king is Hwang
Woo-suk of Seoul National University. 

On Thursday Hwang announced yet again that he had
successfully cloned human embryos, this time extracting
stem cells from embryos created using the DNA of sick
and injured patients. It was the second time in a little
more than a year that Hwang had successfully cloned. He
remains the only acknowledged scientist to have done so. 

Hwang is succeeding where the United States is fail-
ing because generous South Korean government support
helped him create an efficient cloning factor where an
army of researchers trained in specialized individual
tasks man a high-tech assembly line that often operating
24 hours a day, Cibelli and others say. 

In contrast, the few U.S. researchers eager to clone are
left scrambling for funds and staff and must contend with
legal vagaries as well as staunch opposition from
President Bush, who reaffirmed his position on Friday
with a veto threat. 

No U.S. scientist is known to be actively cloning,
though several have plans to start soon. 

“We don’t have this issue as a priority. We have Iraq
and the economy and the price of gas and people aren’t
thinking of cures for diseases,” said Cibelli, a co-author
on the scientific paper Hwang published last year dis-
closing his first cloning success. “The Koreans have the

complete support of their government.” 
Cibelli was the lead scientist at Worcester, Mass.-

based Advanced Cell Technology when that company
announced in 2001 it had cloned human embryos. But
that experiment was widely seen outside the company as
a failure because Cibelli and colleagues could only coax
the cells to divide a few times before they died. 

The goal of so-called therapeutic cloning if human
embryos is not to create babies but to extract stem cells,
which are created in the earliest days after conception
and give rise to the human body. Scientists hope to use
the cells as replacement parts for diseased and injured
organs. 

Legitimate cloning researchers vow never to create a
baby. They say their work will help them better under-
stand diseases by watching them progress from the earli-
est moments. And Hwang himself said Friday that it will
be years before his team’s breakthroughs can benefit
humans. 

In South Korea, where a stamp was issued commem-
orating Hwang’s achievements, cloning research sup-
ported at the highest level of government. Not so in the
United States, where Bush vowed Friday to veto pro-
posed legislation that would lift severe funding restric-
tions he placed on stem cell research in 2001. 

Stem cells are extracted from days-old embryos, which
are destroyed in the process. Bush and such religious con-
servative groups as the Roman Catholic Church believe
life begins at conception and are offended by the research. 

“I made very clear to Congress that the use of federal
money, taxpayer’s money, to promote science which
destroys life in order to save life _ I’m against that,” said
Bush, whose administration prohibits federal funding of

human cloning research. 
And although the administration does not prohibit the

private or state funding of cloning projects, U.S.
researchers say a lack of federal support is severely ham-
pering their efforts. 

Harvard University researcher Doug Melton’s appli-
cation to begin human therapeutic cloning has been
pending with the school for a year and his project is
embroiled in state politics. 

Both legislative houses in Massachusetts have passed
measures allowing human therapeutic cloning. And
although Gov. Mitt Romney promised Thursday to veto
the bill, its supporters appear to have the votes to over-
ride him. 

In California, researchers are hopeful that a new $3
billion stem cell research institute will jump-start the
moribund U.S. cloning field. The voter-approved law
that created the California Institute of Regenerative
Medicine in November allows for the funding of human
cloning for research. 

“This is work we need to be doing here,” said Zach
Hall, the institute’s interim president. “We are falling
behind.” 

Even the California agency is hamstrung by a lawsuit
challenging the institute’s legality. Until the lawsuit is
resolved, the institute will have trouble borrowing money
to award research grants. Hall said that means U.S.
researchers will fall even further behind the South
Koreans. 

“They have put together a very powerful team that is
very focused and they have highly trained people,” Hall
said. “They have very highly trained career technicians.
You can’t just walk in and create that.” 

NATIONAL

“Inspiration: Finding, Keeping and Using it.”

Saturday, May 21ST - 10 to 11:30 am

A spiritual journey: making choices, maturing over our life span and
acknowledging our spiritual selves. Confront the challenges of the
ages and stages of our adult lives.

Speaker: Mary Garbesi, MA, MFT   (Director of Caring Ministries –
First United Methodist Church)

Living: An experience of a lifetime

First United Methodist Church   1008 11TH St., Santa Monica

Fo r  reserva t i ons  ca l l  1 (800 )  516-5323

2621 PICO BLVD. Unit C (we’re in the rear) 

Santa Monica     (310) 829-6786

SUMMER
is almost here...

...is your car ready?

Now doing:
Brakes     Tune-Ups     Shocks

*MENTION THIS AD AND GET A FREE
OIL CHANGE WITH BASIC TRANSMISSION SERVICE

AND $100 OFF TRANSMISSION REBUILD
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Lack of mandate, legal hurdles inhibit U.S. research

BY BETH QUINN
Associated Press Writer

MEDFORD, Ore. — Retiree Tom Michaels bought a lot
four years ago with two vistas in mind from his new
home — Cedar Links Golf Course up-close and the twin
Table Rocks in the distance — but now he’s destined to
lose one of those views. 

The Jantzer family plans to convert the public golf
course into Cedar Landing, a master-planned develop-
ment of homes, luxury retirement apartments, town hous-
es and commercial buildings topped by condominiums,
with several miles of walking trails and about 30 acres of
open space. 

Golf course conversions have become a nationwide
trend in recent years as the value of residential land and
the number of golf courses climbed while the number of
rounds played declined. 

The latest figures available show that 43 golf courses
closed in 2003 as 171 new golf courses opened, accord-
ing to the Florida-based National Golf Foundation.
Between 1998 and 2004, the number of 18-hole golf
course equivalents in the United States grew by 11 per-
cent to 14,958. At the same time, the number of rounds
played fell by 5 percent to 495 million in 2003. 

These days, most of the golf courses that close are like
Cedar Links — public courses about 30 years old that
become residential or commercial developments. And most
of the golf courses that open are golf resorts like the one in
nearby Eagle Point built in 1996 —created by brand-name
designers and surrounded by expensive fairway homes. 

Given those scenarios, analysts said, Cedar Links may
become one of the first of Oregon’s 206 existing golf cours-
es to switch to another use, but it probably won’t be the last. 

“As the residential real estate boom that we’re seeing
continues, the land that golf courses sit on is probably
more valuable as some other use,” said Richard Singer,
director of consulting services at the National Golf
Federation. “Throw into that the fact that a lot of golf
course businesses are struggling. There’s money to be
made doing something else.” 

Two proposed golf course conversions have been con-
troversial in the Portland area. Owners of the Langdon
Farms Golf Club south of Wilsonville want to transform
172 acres along Interstate 5 into an industrial park, but
the Metro Council left the site out of 2004’s urban
growth boundary expansion. The Hillsboro Planning
Commission has tentatively approved development of
298 houses on the Orenco Woods Golf Course, over
objections of the Old Orenco neighborhood. 

When the Jantzers unveiled plans for Cedar Landing
at a neighborhood meeting in October, many of the own-
ers of the 90-plus homes abutting the golf course were
surprised to discover that the land was long ago zoned to
allow four homes an acre. 

Golf courses are a popular vehicle for land banking,
when developers find a holding-pattern use for property
with the idea of converting it later to a permanent, inten-
sive development as the land value rises. 

Jason Jantzer, Cedar Links general manager, said land
banking is a “fair assessment” of what his grandfather,
father and uncle had in mind when they created the golf
course in 1972. 

At that time, the course was on the outskirts of a city
of 28,450 people and surrounded by pear orchards.
Today, Medford’s population has grown to 69,200, the
fairways are ringed with houses, and the asking price for
new homes across the street is $500,000-plus.

Golf course may turn fairways into condos



NATIONAL

ABY NEDRA PICKLER 
Associated Press Writer 

AMMAN, Jordan — Laura Bush is showing her inde-
pendent side and contradicting the White House. 

Newsweek magazine should not be solely blamed for
deadly protests in the Middle East, the first lady said
Friday. And her husband should have been interrupted to
be told about an airplane scare that sent her hurrying for
cover in an underground bunker. 

Her candid remarks — at the outset of a trip to the
Middle East — showed anew Mrs. Bush’s willingness to
step out more boldly in her husband’s second term.
Usually deferential to her husband and rarely controver-
sial, she has veered off the White House message only
rarely in the past. 

But there was no mistaking that her views were at
odds with White House officials as she chatted with
reporters on her plane as she flew across the Atlantic. 

The White House has defended the decision not to
stop President Bush on a bike ride last week to tell him
of an emergency evacuation that sent thousands of peo-
ple running from the Capitol and the White House. The
scare was triggered by a small plane flying into restrict-
ed airspace over Washington. Bush was not informed
until he finished his ride in suburban Maryland, about 50
minutes after the evacuation began. 

“I think he should have been interrupted,” Mrs. Bush
declared, hastening to add, “but I’m not going to second-
guess the Secret Service that were with him.” 

Asked about her comment, presidential spokesman
Trent Duffy said, “I think the president and the first lady
have both said they have full confidence in the Secret
Service. He feels that the protocols were followed, he is
confident that they were. I don’t think that I have any-
thing further.” 

Mrs. Bush said she hoped her trip would help improve
the U.S. image in the Arab world after the Abu Ghraib
prison abuse scandal and the now-retracted Newsweek
report that American interrogators desecrated the Quran,
the Muslim holy book. 

Newsweek at first apologized for its story and then
retracted it under heavy pressure from the administration.
The White House blamed the magazine’s account for trig-
gering anti-American protests in Afghanistan in which
police fired on demonstrators and killed about 15 people. 

Mrs. Bush said Newsweek can’t be held solely
responsible for the rioters’ violence — her second depar-

ture from the White House line — even though she con-
sidered the report irresponsible. 

“In the United States if there’s a terrible report, people
don’t riot and kill other people,” she said. “And you can’t
excuse what they did because of the mistake — you
know, you can’t blame it all on Newsweek.” 

Mrs. Bush said the Newsweek report compounded
anti-American sentiment stemming from the abuse of
Iraqi detainees at Abu Ghraib. She said that abuse was
“not any sort of typical thing from the United States.” 

“We’ve had terrible happenings that have really, real-
ly hurt our image of the United States,” she said. “And
people in the United States are sick about it.” 

Mrs. Bush arrived in Amman late Friday afternoon
and had a low-key greeting by Jordan’s tourism and
antiquities minister and two saluting members of the
royal Jordanian guard. Soldiers dressed in camouflage
with guns at the ready stood guard along her 25-minute
motorcade route into the city. 

Mrs. Bush’s first public appearance will be Saturday
morning at the World Economic Forum, where she will
give a speech promoting women’s rights. 

The first lady said she wants people in the Arab world
to know that America is tolerant of people from all reli-
gions and that people of all faiths participate in the
democracy. She said she will highlight U.S. funding for
projects that support childhood education and opportuni-
ties for women in the region. 

A later stop in Egypt will take her to one place in the
region that is struggling to open its democracy. Egypt is
allowing multicandidate presidential elections for the
first time, though opposition groups say President Hosni
Mubarak’s ruling party has a say over which independent
candidates can run.

I’ll buy or lease your
house in 7 days or less!

Stop foreclosure/double payment.
No commission/fees.

866-528-6761 x 11  24 hr. recorded msg.

SALE
up to

50%

OFF

GIORGIO VASARI
Designer Clothing for Men

1427 Third Street Promenade • 310-395-8786

ALBERTO MEN’S PANTS
KENNETH COLE 
STEVE MADDEN

COLE HANN
DONALD J. PLINER

Leather Jackets
Sport Coats • Suits • Shoes

SAME DAY TAILORING AVAILABLE
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Declaration of independence
by a more critical First Lady

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR WESTSIDE PLAYERS
$75 PLAY ALL DAY

Unlimited golf for $75 at LA’s finest golf facility.
Valid Monday through Thursday on the SHADOW COURSE.
Must bring in this ad to receive rate. Offer expires 04/30/05

Course designed by Pete Dye

Lost Canyons Golf Course
(805) 522-4653

“We’ve had terrible happenings
that have really, really hurt our
image of the United States. And
people in the United States are

sick about it.” 

LAURA BUSH
First Lady



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Why is this car smiling?

GS 300
GS 430
Pure Lexus.

a) It’s enjoying the beautiful Southern California weather. (Aaahhh.) 

b) It’s powered by a 240-hp inline V6, or even a 300-hp V8. (Vroom!) 

c) It’s feeling pleased with itself because it’s a low-emission vehicle. (Mm-hmm.) 

d) All of the above. (Ah, yeah.) 

With a choice of powerful engines, variable valve timing, 5-speed automatic
transmission, DVD-based navigation system, speed-sensitive steering and the
distinction of being a low-emission vehicle, the newly redesigned 2006 Lexus GS,
available now at Lexus Santa Monica, has much to be pleased about.

We think it’s just happy to be a Lexus.

2450 Santa Monica Boulevard /  Santa Monica, CA 90404
“IN SANTA MONICA, ON SANTA MONICA”TM

800-403-3116

Our family of dealers includes:
Lexus Santa Monica • Scion Santa Monica •Toyota Santa Monica • Mitsubishi of Santa Monica • Volkswagen Santa Monica
Toyota of Hollywood • Lincoln Mercury of Hollywood • Scion of Hollywood • Pacific Porsche • Pacific Audi • Pacific Volkswagen
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Weekend Edition, May 21-22, 2005 ❑ Page 17

(310) 826-2899
Hours: 9:30 - 6:30  Mon-Sat. Closed Sunday

TOBACCO CENTER
12215 Santa Monica Blvd.  (1 Blk W. of Bundy)

CIGAR SPECIAL!
Buy 2 bundles

(2nd Hand Dominicans)

Get 3rd Bundle FREE!!

Buy any Huka

Get tobacco & 2

boxes of charcoal

FREE!

H U M I D O R S  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E

South Beach Cafe’South Beach Cafe’
2 Rose Avenue

Venice, Ca 90291
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Employment
A/R, A/P clerk w/Quickbooks exp. 
Benefits, pleasant working environ-
ment, room for advancement. High 
volume exp. w/ knowledge of Fasttrak 
A +.  (310) 737-7571

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT- Busy 
SM acupuncture office. F/PT, heavy 
phones, good communication skills, 
computer. Must be dependable, or-
ganized (310) 826-1314; (310) 571-
3168 fax.

ADVERTISE YOUR SUMMER 
JOBS HERE!

Call Annie in Classifieds
(310) 458-7737 ext. 114

or email: anniek@smdp.com

AUTO MECHANIC FT/PT, M-F, 
WLA location. Small shop seeking 
dedicated, reliable, experienced 
mechanic. Valid DL. (310) 203-
0543.

BE YOUR own boss, no commute. 
$4,000 + weekly pot’l. Call 
(800) 995-0798
BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del 
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory. 
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.
CARE GIVERS/ companions: live-in or 
out, min. 2 yrs experience and work 
related references required. Driving 
preferred, CNAs/CHHAs welcomed. 
Bondable (323) 692-3692.
CASHIER NEEDED for evening and 
weekend shift at SM Foodmart/ liquor 
store (323) 932-0873 ext. 600.
CASHIER/ DELIVERY Full Time, Bene-
fits. Exp preferred bi-lingual, Santa 
Monica area, fax resume to 
(310) 450-6401.

50+ YEARS Old Advertising Co. 
seeking self-motivated energetic 

professionals.
Commissions Paid Weekly. Leads Furnished. 

Selling all aspects of advertising:
Newspapers - Magazines - Classified - 

Display, Real Estate, Ethnic, Entertainment,
Military, Business, Finance.
Call: Paul (213) 251-9100

www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm

BARTEND
Earn $150-400 daily. 1 or 2 week 
training. Nationwide job placement. 
Financing available. National Bartend-
ers school (310) 996-1377. www.na-
tionalbartenders.com.

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Established legal services co. in LAX 
area seeks industrious and well-spo-
ken Reps for phones & data entry. 
40hrs/wk, M-F 8:25am-5:25pm. 
$8/HR TO START, $10/HR AFTER 
FIRST YEAR. GENEROUS MED INS, 
401(K) AND BONUS PROGRAMS. Must 
pass background check and sub-
stance screening. Please e-mail re-
sume to: LROSE@COURTCALL.COM or 
Fax: (310) 743-1850.

DRIVERS
SEEKING energetic individuals. F/T, 

may include Sat. Some experience re-
quired. Two positions: one requires a 
Class A license, one requires a Class 
C license. Will run background check. 
Must have a clean driving record. Ap-

ply in person: Bourget Bros. 1636 
11th St.  Santa Monica, CA 90404

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway. 
Must be experienced. All shifts. Apply 
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway, 
SM. (310)396-9898.

Employment
CLSS - Travel AgentAutomobile Club of

Southern California

Experienced Travel Agent
Career Opportunities

The Automobile Club of Southern California is a
dynamic organization committed to providing
world-class service to our members, the motoring
public and the communities we serve. 

Join a team with over 100 years of experience and
tradition - a trendsetter in the industries of trans-
portation, safety, insurance, travel and financial
products. We are looking for individuals with the
ambition and drive to keep us ahead of the pack.

We are successful because
of our exceptional employees!

We have immediate openings for Travel Agents
at our Auto Club Santa Monica & West Los

Angeles Offices.

Perform a variety of District Office duties including:

■ Proven Sales and Service Skills
■ Expertise in Cruise and Tour Sales
■ Work as team player
■ Some overtime and ability to work Saturdays
■ Process member payments
■ Apollo Focalpoint Proficiency
■ Counsel Members on Travel and other product
and services

To qualify you must possess superb customer
service, communication, interpersonal, and com-
puter skills.  Two years leisure experience.  Ability
to prioritize multiple tasks and work well with fre-
quent interruptions.   May be required to work rota-
tional weekends.

Fax 310.473.7396
To learn more about this position  
Contact Diana Price at 310.914.2529 or
Robert Schwab at 310.914.2525
price.diana@aaa-calif.com

Through all of life’s travels we are always with you.

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Modern, low-stress, SM office. No 
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and X-ray license required. 3-
4 days per week. 60% back office/ 
40% front office. (310) 451-1446.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with back of-
fice experience. Santa Monica office. 
F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.
EXPERIENCED LOAN Officers and Real 
Estate agents wanted! Expand your 
existing business. Have you ever 
wanted to do both the loan and the re-
al estate side on the same transac-
tion? Now is your chance! Earn top 
dollar with great commissions. We are 
able to close loans in over 30 states. 
James (310) 460-2469.
HAIR STYLIST/ Barber wanted, $125/ 
week rent for person with clients. 
2106 Wilshire Blvd., Call Kristin 
(310) 829-5944

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFFICE ASST. Busy home office in 
Palisades needs f/t asst to answer 
phones, schedule appts, office tasks. 
Email Dori@MilestonesInc.com. NO 
CALLS.
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT, technical 
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for 
details. (310)478-0591.
P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 $9/hr
P/T SALES of Cruises & Tours. 38 yr 
old Nat’l Tour Co. near LAX. Base + 
Comm. Paid Training, 30 hrs/wk, No 
Cold Calling. Call Aaron @ (310) 649-
7171.
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/ Secre-

Employment
tary for small casual West L.A. law 
firm. Minimum 6 months experience 
and MS office experience, fax: 
(310) 410-9555

RADIO PUBLICITY campaign sales, full 
commission F/T or P/T in Santa Moni-
ca (310) 998-8305 ext 84
RECORD PROMOTER needed P/T in 
Santa Monica, must know about add-
dates, fmqb, PD's.  310-998-8305 
x87
SANTA MONICA Gas station has im-
mediate opening for cashier F/T 
friendly w/strong customer service 
(310) 498-7910
SECRETARIAL/ ACCOUNTANT
Tile Company, SM. Full Time 8-5/ 
Mon-Sat. Great salary (310) 995-
5136.
TELEMARKETING SALES base + Xlent 
commission. Work from home, 6-20 
hrs/ week (evenings). Need PC and 
fax. Loan officer exp. a plus. Central 
Pacific Funding, a 10 year old full 
service mortgage corporation. Fax re-
sume (310) 899-3953.

UP-SCALE BOUTIQUE seeks experi-
enced, energetic salespeople. Apply 
in person. Western Spirit, 1246 3rd 
St. Promenade. 

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (310)479-3054
TOW BAR available for towing another 
car. $60 OBO Call Hank (310) 435-
9670

Pets
POM-CHI WANTED! Female. Must be 
able to ship. Please email 
marx0001@stu.minneapolis.edu

For Rent
12707 CASWELL AVE. MAR VISTA
2+2 in contemporary building. 2 car 
gated parking, 2 fireplaces, dishwash-
er, stove, balcony, high ceilings, will 
consider pet. Laundry $1,595 1 year 
lease (310) 466-9256.

2 BREEZE AVE. Venice beach front 
single in 4 story brick building with 
ocean view. Newly renovated with 
original hardwood floors. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310) 450-1934
2 BREEZE AVE. Venice beach front 
apartment in historic 4 story brick 
building. Lots of charm. New paint 
and carpet, exposed brick walls. 1 
year lease, no pets. $875. (310) 450-
1934.

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adja-
cent. 2+2, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, Newer 
building, with courtyard area, quiet 
neighborhood. (310) 466-9256. Laun-
dry rm., pkng, 1 year lease, no pets. 
$1400

3411 STRONGS DR. Marina Peninsula.
Contemporary 3bd/2ba, upper unit 
with private patio, private garage, 
close to beach, restaurants and 
shops. 1 year lease, no pets $1995. 
(310) 396-4443.

3562 MENTONE AVE. Beautiful 2 bed 
2 bath in two-story townhouse layout. 
Very quiet, spacious with newly re-
modeled kitchen and patio. Well 
priced at $1495
38 1/2 ROSE AVE. VENICE BEACH 
beautiful recently remodeled upper 
single 1/2 block from beach. Hard-
wood floors. 1 year lease, no pets. 
$995. (310) 466-9256.
7010 LANEWOOD AVE. Large Unit in a 
gated building located near the In & 
Out Burger on Sunset. This is a quiet 
building. The unit is freshly painted 
and is very clean. 1 year lease, No 
pets. No smoking. 

For Rent
728 N. CROFT AVE. West Hollywood 
Adj. 1 bdr/1 bath newly remodeled 
with incredible taste. New kitchen and 
bathroom, tile & hw floors, washer, 
dryer, Fridge, views and garden avail., 
off street parking (310) 877-3074

ADVERTISE YOUR RENTAL 
PROPERTY HERE!

Call Annie in Classifieds
(310) 458-7737 ext. 144

or email: anniek@smdp.com

BEAUTIFUL MONTANA Gardens 401 
Montana Avenue, under new manage-
ment. Complete ambulatory adult liv-
ing. Includes daily meals, laundry, 
housekeeping, utilities and cable. Var-
ious apartment sizes now available for 
lease starting at $2,000/mo. 
(310) 245-9436 Beautiful Montana 
Gardens
BEVERLY HILLS Adjacent 1472 S. 
Crest Drive 2+1 lower back unit. 
Stove, carpet, dining room, blinds, ga-
rage parking. No pets $1325, $200 off 
move in (310) 578-7512.
BRENTWOOD $2600/MO 
3bdrm/2.5bath. No pets, stove, dish-
washer, balcony, central AC, fireplace, 
Jacuzzi, storage (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
CHARMING 1+1, 2226 1/2 Wellesley, 
Los Angeles. $825 per mo, quiet resi-
dential street, all utilities included. 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Call for ap-
pointment. (818) 694-3136

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2375/mo 
East of Abbot Kinney/ 

South of Venice
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage

Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

VENICE BEACH, 36 Rose Ave. Com-
pletely renovated upper, 1BR w/ 
French doors, 1/2 block to the beach, 
hardwood floors, new kitchen, light & 
bright. 1 year lease, No Pets $1495 
(310) 466-9256.

LA GROVE Area, 458 N. Curson, #104, 
1+1 Art Deco buildings. Stove, hard-
wood floors, fridge, blinds, laundry, 
No Pets. $1200, $200 off move in 
(310) 578-7512.
MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #201. 
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C, 
fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 2 balco-
nies, intercom entry, gated parking. 
No pets $1400. (310) 578-7512
MAR VISTA single 12746 Pacific Ave. 
Unit 2, stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall 
AC, carpet, laundry, intercom entry, 
patio, parking, no pets $875 
(310) 578-7512.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 1BDRM
w/balcony @ 3115 Bagley Ave. with 
fresh carpet, paint, stove, FRIDGE and 
assigned parking. A steal at $950! 
(310) 466-9256
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors, large 
closet, laundry, parking permit. 
Month-to-month (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property manage-
ment.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS 
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to 
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1441 Princeton     $1250

Lower 1 bed, updated, Pergo
floors, new blinds & more

1045 6th St. $1600
Remodeled 1 bed, hardwood

floors, new tile kitchen &
bath, floors,  new blinds, new

stove 

2502 Arizona     $1795
Townhouse, 2 bed, 11⁄2 bath,
new windows, carpet & paint

824 10th St. $1995
Lower 2 bed, 13⁄4 bath, steps

to Montana, remodeled,
Open House Sat & Sun 11-4

BRENTWOOD⁄WEST LA 

10900 S.M. Blvd,, WLA, $875
Upper single, new carpet,
near UCLA & Century City

1234 Wellesley, West LA, $1150
Rear upper 1 bed, new car-
pet, new vinyl, dishwasher,

laundry rm

OFFICES
LIVE-WORK SPACE

1247 Lincoln Blvd, SM, $550
Front upper 2 room office
400 SF, negotiable terms

2928 S.M. Blvd, SM, $2000
Unique live-work space, 775

SF, studio apt, sky light,
beamed ceiling

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
SANTA MONICA $1000.00 1 bdrm/1 
bath. Refrigerator, stove, parking, NO 
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #13, Mgr 
#19.
SANTA MONICA $1175/mo, charming 
cottage South of Wilshire. 
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors, quiet 
neighborhood, (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1295/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. Stroll to beaches, Main 
St. Refrigerator, patio, hardwood 
floors (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1575/mo garden 
setting 2bdrm/1bath. Dining room, no 
pets, hardwood floors $1575.00 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1595/mo 
2bdrm/1.5bath. Pool, laundry, large 
closets, parking, quiet neighborhood. 
Year lease (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $750/mo. Garden 

bungalow style apartment. 
Bachelor/1bath. Cat ok. One year 
lease (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

SANTA MONICA $975/mo 
studio/1bath in art deco building near 
beach. Hardwood floors, laundry, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA, $2575/mo 
3bdrms/2bths, w/c pet. Refrigerator, 
stove, dishwasher, carpets, laundry, 
wet bar. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com
SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/ 
1BA $1,500 Live on the Promenade 
with ocean views, Hardwood floors, 
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580
SM CANYON, $1500/mo beautiful, 
peaceful retreat. Studio/1bath. Hard-
wood floors, 1/2 block from beach 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
VENICE BCH 2+1. 1 block to the 
beach. Ocean View. Hardwood Floor. 
Util pd. 53 Paloma Ave. $1300 
(310) 396-4443. 1 year lease, no 
pets.
VENICE, 25 19th Ave., Unit B, 1bed-
room/1bath. Stove, fridge, blinds, 
laundry, parking in garage. 1/2 block 
to beach. No pets $1150.
WLA, $1295 large 1 bdrm UNOB-
STRUCTED OCEAN VIEW! Upper front, 
top of hill on private driveway. Availa-
ble 6/01/05 Centinela Ave. (310) 390-
4610.

Houses For Rent
MAR VISTA, best area 2bdrm/1ba plus 
workshop garage, new paint, large 
yard w/deck, fireplace, stove, refriger-
ator, W/D hookups, w/c pets $2150 
(310) 403-8272

Roommates

COOL, LAID BACK ROOMMATE
wanted to share two-bedroom 

furnished apartment at 10th and 
Idaho. I’m a professional looking 
for a quiet, clean and cool per-
son. Underground parking and 
weekly maid service, included. 

Laundry on the premises. 
$1000/mo 

E-mail to sack@smdp.com

Commercial Lease
BRIGHT OFFICE downtown SM, 
200+ sq. ft. Parking, restroom, util-
ities, heat/AC $690.00/mo. (310) 
260-7700 ext. 11

CLSS - 1617 Broadway
1617 BROADWAY

Individual Private
Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550sqft office space. 3 
offices plus reception. $1250 
Nice decor. (310) 576-3433

SM 1334 Lincoln 2 offices, 1140sqft, 
$2200 rent. 600sqft, $1140 rent. Util-
ities and parking included. 
Deke Keasbey (310) 477-3192

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Commercial Lease
NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail 
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and Wil-
shire
(310) 806-6104 
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private 
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/ 
A/C, 310-394-3645
SM OFFICE- Main St. 875 sq. feet. 
Creative space $3.15 FSG. Parking 
available. Agent (310) 428-4086.

Real Estate
CLSS - 7 costly mistakes

REVEALED
Free Report
reviews 7 Costly

Mistakes to Avoid
Before Selling Your

Home
Free Recorded message 1-888-

465-4534 ID#1000
www.matillarealty.com

CLSS - Attn BrokersATTN: BROKERS LENDERS & GEN. PUBLIC
The Happy Traveling Notary

OFFERS: Convenient Prof. Signing Service.

WE COME TO YOU.
Reasonable Rates!

Available Evenings & Weekends 
(310) 479-0072 or (310) 625-2477

BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

COSTA RICAN PARADISE
I am a long time Santa Monica resi-
dent. I have 3 houses for sale in the 
lazy beach front town of Esterillos 
Oeste, 35km South of Jaco, prices to 
sell $80,000-$100,000USD.

SURFERS-RETIREES-INVESTORS-ES-
CAPERS

Tighe (310) 399-7443 or email tighe-
barry@juno.com

COSTA RICAN
PARADISE

I am a long time Santa Monica resi-
dent. I have 3 houses for sale in the
lazy beach front town of Esterillos
Oeste, 35km south of Jaco, priced to
sell $80,000-$100-000USD.

SURFERS • RETIREES
INVERSTORS • ESCAPERS

Tighe (310) 399-7443
or email tighebarry@juno.com

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

$500,000
1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 P⁄MO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.875%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 4.625%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 4.25%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.25%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of April 12, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

SAVE BIG MONEY buying a home!
Remington700.com or Recorded mes-
sage (800) 842-5316 EXT 709

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA- GARAGE FOR RENT. 
Storage, easy access. 1934 18th 
Street. $195/mo. Call (310) 490-9326 

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. Incall/ 
Outcall special rate between 6am-
9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing 
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full 
body massage, outcalls available. 
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

Massage
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN
Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again

SM near Promenade, free pkg
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

Announcements
CALLED TO Jury Duty and want some 
info? Send stamped, self-adressed 
envelope to: J.O. Legreid 1433 6th 
St., Apt. E, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Business Opps
CLSS - Host Foreign Students

HOST
FOREIGN STUDENTS

Optional Plans
Full Compensation
(310) 859-4740

mathesonu@yahoo.com

Yard Sales
GARAGE SALE, Saturday, 5/21 
9:00am. Furniture, furnishings, kitch-
enware 10262 Bannockburn Drive, 
LA, 90064
YARD SALE! First United Methodist 
Church  1008 11th St, Santa Monica. 
Sat. June 04, 2005 at 8a.m-1p.m 
North of Wilshire, South of Monta-
na. Not accepting yard sale dona-
tions please! Furniture, Household 
items, Small appliances, Electronic 
equipment, and more.

Lost & Found
LOST CAT
3rd St. & Washington-California-Idaho 
area. TAN tabby with pink nose & am-
ber eyes. Family pet. 
Karen Boyd
Tel: (310) 393-8987
email: kboyd12345@aol.com

LOST: YELLOW Love Bird, 6th St. and 
Idaho. Reward $50 if found. Call: 
(310) 451-4245

Personals
WENDELL BAKER,
Where are you???

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

CLSS - Dental Cleaning

$50.00
DENTAL CLEANING
OFFER INCLUDES: One hygiene visit & exam.
Complimentary Home Kit with Instructions.
For new patients only. Regularly $170. Offer Expires 05/30/05

Moe Koshki, D.D.S. General & Cosmetic Dentistry
(310) 395-1261

1260 15TH Street #805, SM. CA 90404

CLSS - Help Yourself

HELP YOURSELF AND
YOUR EMPLOYEES.
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Financial Consultant
2425 Olympic Blvd., Suite 130-E
Santa Monica, CA 90404
(310) 453-0077
brian.hepp@agedwards.com

Call today for a free copy of “Five Money-Saving
Reasons to Have a Business Retirement Plan.”

2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial & 
residential remodel. Honest and Reli-
able. Free estimates. Call (310)278-
5380. Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Custom Draperies

Custom Drapery
Bedding, table linens
and custom furniture.

Call Michael at Homey L.A.
(323) 930-7914

homeyla@aol.com

We look forward to hearing from you!
Quality at its best.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available. Call Joe: 447-8957
Give your house a facelift for spring!
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free 
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap & 
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services
CLSS - MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

OVER 40,000 food items that you eat.
We’ll count the calories.

Fatburn.com
Free 30 day trial.
Enter code: dailypress
www.fatburn.com

Over 40,000 food
items that you eat.

We’ll count the calories.

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

w w w . f a t b u r n . c o m

PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

STUDIO 10 DESIGN
Visual Identity
Full service graphic design studio
Print design, web design, printing
(323) 851-7725
www.studio10design.com
Our clients are happy. That is what we 
like.

Services
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in 
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)
828-2233

You should call:

CLSS - Westside GuysWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Computer Services
CERTIFIED MAC Tech. Repair/ Sup-
port/ Consulting/ Tutoring. (310) 
980-9254, macninjas@mac.com

PC & Network Problems? Small Busi-
ness Friendly

“Very pleased. Excellent service. I am 
so glad I called NCS. Thank you!”
--Kenneth Smith, Grenada Hills, CA

Network Compution Solutions
(310) 729-6845
www.networksolutio.net

PC & NETWORK
PROBLEMS?
SMALL BUSINESS FRIENDLY

“Very pleased. Excellent service.
I am so glad I called NCS. Thank you!”

Kenneth Smith, Grenada Hills, CA

NETWORK COMPUTING SOLUTIONS

(310) 729-6845
www.networksolutio.net

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Attorney Services
LAW OFFICES of Girot, Gonzalez & As-
sociates
Bankruptcy, Civil, Personal Injury, 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Will & 
Trust
1452 2nd Street, Santa Monica, CA 
90401
Tel: (310) 899-3710

Law Offices of
Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil

Personal Injury
Criminal Defense

Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710
Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pre-Owned Opportunity
Rare find!
Pre-Owned Opportunity
Rare find!

HybridHybrid

Toyota of Santa Monica
Pre-Owned Center

2004 Toyota Prius
$21,988

ACTUAL COLOR: Blue  VIN: 021387  MILES: 25,848

2001 Toyota Prius
$17,988

VIN: 009788  MILES: 35,690

2004 Toyota Prius
$21,988

ACTUAL COLOR: Blue  VIN: 021387  MILES: 25,848

2001 Toyota Prius
$17,988

VIN: 009788  MILES: 35,690

Toyota of Santa Monica
Pre-Owned Center

*Certified
6/Year/100,000 Mile Factory Powertrain Warranty from frist date of use
12 Month Unlimited MIleage Roadside Assistance
160 Point Inspection

8 Year/100,000 Mile Factory Warranty On The Battery Pack

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
2450 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405

“In Santa  Mon ica ,  On  Santa  Mon ica  @ L inco ln”

*Certified
6/Year/100,000 Mile Factory Powertrain Warranty from frist date of use
12 Month Unlimited MIleage Roadside Assistance
160 Point Inspection

8 Year/100,000 Mile Factory Warranty On The Battery Pack

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
2450 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405

“In Santa  Mon ica ,  On  Santa  Mon ica  @ L inco ln”

*


