
“In order to preserve your
self-respect, it is sometimes
necessary to lie and cheat.”

– Robert Byrne

TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2004 Volume 3, Issue 161

A newspaper with issues

FR
E
E

Santa Monica Daily Press

Horoscopes

Time to snuggle, Gemini . . . . . . . . .2

Local

Man arrested for carrying gun . . . .3

Opinion

A dose of reality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

State

Train on slow track  . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Mommy page

The test of four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

National

Watch out for those nukes . . . . . . .13

People

War on terror starts at home . . . . .20

INDEX

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

THE DISTRICT OF CALAMITY
■ Recent news from the
Washington, D.C., public school
system, which by some meas-
ures is the poorest-performing in
the country while simultaneous-
ly being the most expensive:
D.C. schools were found to
spend $234 per year per pupil
on security (twice as much as
Philadelphia, for instance, and
five times as much as Baltimore,
according to an April Washington
Times report). Also, in one high
school last year, 56 percent of
students had streaks of at least
15 absences that were unex-
cused. And in an accounting-firm
review of 944 student records in
16 high schools, in "hundreds"
of cases the grade ultimately
posted did not match the grade
turned in, according to the report
described in a December
Washington Post story.

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard 

FANTASY 5
19  22  30  35  36

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 2 8 5
Evening picks: 5 5 4
DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 04 Big Ben

2nd Place: 06 Whirl Win
3rd Place: 02 Lucky Star
Race Time: 1:48.26

IZZY’S WILL HANDLE THE DETAILS
— YOU’LL ENJOY THE SUCCESS

Open 24 Hours

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

CATERING IS OUR SPECIALTY!
Sales Meetings•Seminars•Home/Office Parties

www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

Summer Music
Classes! Sign up now
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✦ CREPES ✦ COFFEE ✦ SOUPS ✦ SALADS ✦
213 Arizona Ave. Off The 3rd Street Promenade  Tel: (310) 395-1120

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II/Daily Press
The $8 million Barnum Hall, on the Santa Monica High School cam-
pus, is one of 19 projects that were recently completed, funded by a
school bond and state money.

Budget woes? New
buildings go up, staffing
continues to dwindle
By Daily Press staff

DISTRICT HDQTRS. —
While it struggles to pay for ade-
quate staff and programs, the
local school district has recently
renovated nearly $100 million in
new facilities.

Whether or not district offi-
cials will be able to properly fill
those buildings with staff and
students remains to be seen.
Because of major budget short-
falls — largely due to state cut-
backs — programs and staff have
been eliminated.

About $94 million has been
spent in the past six years on 19
projects — everything from a
performing arts theater at Santa
Monica High School to a new
pool at Lincoln Middle School.

The money was generated by
Proposition X — a school bond
passed by voters in 1998. About
$45 million of the construction
costs were funded by Prop. X and
the rest came from state funding
dedicated for school facility proj-
ects. The bond is expected to
expire within 20 years.

By 2000, the entire program
was headed for serious difficul-
ties because the general contrac-
tor in charge of the projects,
Jacobs International, was costing
the district millions of dollars in
cost overruns and delays.

“There was a lot of controver-
sy over quality of service, cost
overruns, and things were signif-
icantly behind schedule,” said

City Hall sues
law firms for
asking too much
$66 million hangs in
the balance

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — They wanted
to get paid. Instead, they got sued.

A group of lawyers hired by
City Hall to help litigate the
largest lawsuit in Santa Monica
history has been sued by local
officials for allegedly asking for
an exorbitant amount of legal fees
— $66 million worth.

The lawsuit was filed by City
Hall just days after it settled its
last claim against more than a
dozen oil companies that in 1996
contaminated local water wells
with MtBE, a fuel additive. More
than $120 million has been prom-
ised to City Hall by the oil compa-
nies, who also will pay for a new
water treatment plant, which is
expected to cost several hundred
million dollars.

Three outside law firms and
dozens of attorneys worked on a
contingency basis in the MtBE
case. City Hall’s lawsuit seeks to
have their contract made void and
asks that the lawyers instead be
paid on a “quantum meruit” basis,
meaning they would be paid as a
judge sees fit. 

According to the lawsuit, the
outside lawyers may have nulli-
fied their contract by interpreting
it in such a way that benefits them
most. They also may have nulli-
fied it because they allegedly had

an internal agreement for splitting
the settlement that wasn’t
approved by City Hall.

According to its contract with
the lawyers, City Hall was to pay
the outside firms between 10 per-
cent and 27 percent of any settle-
ment, depending on how long liti-
gation lasted. Though the MtBE
suit was filed in 2000, there were
long periods of inactivity, City
Hall’s suit claims.

But lawyers say they’re owed
25 percent of the settlement
money and a portion of what the
treatment facility will be worth
once it’s built.

It’s unclear how much City
Hall officials think the outside

Government liability trial to begin this week in SM
By Daily Press staff

SM COURTHOUSE — Jury
selection will begin Wednesday in
a trial that accuses the city of West
Hollywood of being negligent in its
upkeep of a crosswalk where a Los
Angeles man suffered permanent
brain damage in a traffic accident.

The case is centered around a

lawsuit which alleges the city of
West Hollywood is responsible for
injuries Jason Eli Sayers incurred
after he was hit by a car while
crossing the intersection of Sunset
Boulevard and Alta Loma Road.

Sayers sued the city on Dec. 6,
2001 for negligence and danger-
ous condition of public property.
He alleges the city’s failure to

maintain a flashing light system at
the intersection caused him severe
and permanent injuries, including
brain damage.  

On April 24, 2001, Sayers, then
25 years old, was walking across
the intersection when he was
struck by a car driven by Danielle
Mason. Mason didn’t see Sayers,
because the flashing safety lights

in the crosswalk were not work-
ing, attorneys say.

Sayers’ attorneys — Browne
Greene and Robert D. Jarchi of the
Santa Monica-based Greene,
Broillet, Panish & Wheeler, LLP.
— will argue that workers in West
Hollywood’s City Hall knew the

“There was an army
of lawyers and their

supporting staff
involved in this

litigation on behalf of
the city ... the

documents involved in
the case are literally

in the millions.”

– DUANE MILLER
Attorney

See MTBE, page 6

See TRIAL, page 6

See PROP. X, page 7
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Deal with a key partner directly

and don’t force your hand. Allow others to
express more of themselves. Work as a team and
see what happens. The beginning could be rocky,
but the end results will be excellent. Two heads
works better than one. Tonight: Be a duo.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You have the right idea, though

it might be politically correct to have someone
else think it is his or her idea. You might find this
behavior hard to do, but most effective.
Ultimately you will gain and gather more of
what you want. Tonight: Say “yes.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Focus on work and stay out of the

present uproar. Concentrate on your work and
what you want to accomplish. Avoid any uproar
in your immediate circle. You will be happier
and much more anchored. Tonight: Do some-
thing relaxing.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ You flow with ideas and solu-

tions while others stumble. Still, don’t commit
funds just yet. Schedule some time with a
favorite person or child, even if it is just a long
lunch. Your steadiness makes a difference.
Tonight: Let the kid in you out for a romp.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ Don’t get into an argument with

others, especially family. You might find your-
self in a tizzy. Let go of differences and be more
accepting. In the long run, everyone will be a lot
happier. You can only control yourself. Tonight:
Order in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Keep conversations flowing, even

if you would rather walk away. Touch base with
those you care about. Decide that a new
approach in communication might benefit both
you and others. Tonight: Chat over dinner.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Sag, You will be happier

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You can easily make money

through an unusual ingenuity and talent.
Exercise those abilities today. Brainstorm and
discuss ideas. What seems far-fetched could be
realistic with some feedback. Be a sieve for oth-
ers’ ideas. Tonight: Play with your budget.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Greet today as your personal

New Year as you enter a New Moon. Make reso-
lutions with the expectation of fulfilling them.
Be honest with yourself. Meanwhile, know that
you have unusual charisma right now. Use it to
the max. Tonight: Be all smiles.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Slow down and think. Your abilities

and intellect will take you where you want to go.
Just don’t act at your normal fast pace. Weigh the
pros and cons for several days. Talk to a trusted
adviser. Tighten up your ideas. Mull your
thoughts over as if you were ripening a good
wine. Tonight: Snuggle in.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ What you have wanted could

happen. Start talking about making this desire a
reality. You find that others will start to pitch in
to make it so. Make a long-overdue resolution —
be it to lose weigh or to network more. Spread
your wings. Tonight: With friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Work demands your attention. In

fact, don’t be surprised if in the near future you
take a larger role in your work life. Others need
your direction and request your help.
Fortunately, you aren’t shy either. Make what
you want happen. Tonight: It could be a late
night, whether you like it or not.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Understand the overview instead

of getting into minute details. Sometimes you
fuss so much about details that you miss the big
picture. Seek out experts. Pull yourself out of the
immediate here and now. Tonight: Juggle ideas.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  pprroouuddllyy  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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Panini Sandwiches • Fresh Salads
Homemade Soups

POACHED SALMON FILET
IN A LEMON DILL SAUCE

GOAT CHEESE & SHITAKE MUSHROOM
STUFFED BREAST OF CHICKEN

SPINACH FETTUCINE MARINARA
WITH SUNDRIED TOMATOES

Daily Specials

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DELIVERY

313 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica • California 310-656-0012

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  a  T w i s t

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Great Spot for Lunch

Sunset Grill
Come in and taste our:

FAMOUS COMBO SALAD
served on a bed of mixed greens 

and your choice of:
DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeessttoo  ww//  CCrraabb

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!
&

HOT & COLD 
SANDWICHES

PASTAS FROM 
ALFREDO TO ZITI
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1928 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica (Just south of Pico)
310 396-4039

Dinner Tuesday - Sunday
Begining at Five O’Clock P.M.

Live Music Nightly
Catering and Private Parties Available

Greek Italian Mediterranean Restaurant

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica •  2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349  • www.readersjewelers.com

14K GOLD WEDDING BAND

Visit us and see the 
difference family makes.

Eddie Guerboian

With your purchase of a diamond
engagement ring, receive the groom’s

wedding ring FREE!

See us for details.

FREE



boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com
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LOCAL

SATURDAY 2:07 0.5 1:42 0.8 8:00 4.1 8:05 5.5
SUNDAY 2:45 0.1 2:10 1.1 8:47 3.9 8:29 5.7
MONDAY 3:20 -0.3 2:36 1.5 9:30 3.8 8:52 5.8
TUESDAY 3:54 -0.5 3:00 1.8 10:11 3.6 9:16 5.8
WEDNESDAY 4:27 -0.5 3:23 2.1 10:53 3.5 9:41 5.7
THURSDAY 5:02 -0.5 3:47 2.3 11:37 3.3 10:09 5.6
FRIDAY 5:41 -0.4 4:11 2.5 12:28 3.2 10:39 5.4

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

How about that warm water...
Look for a mix of NW wind swell and slowly building

SW swell today. Most spots will see surf in the 1-3’ range,
with best SW breaks seeing a little more consistent waist-
high waves, and occasionally bigger sets in the afternoon.
Look for the SW swell to fill in further as we move into the
second half of the week. Winds are variable out of the S up
to 8 knots in the morning, building 8-12 knots+ out of the
SW to W for the afternoon.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

68°
LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES

Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Louisiana Rep. Derrick Shepherd has
filed a bill that, if passed, would outlaw
low-riding pants. He said he did it because
he was tired of catching glimpses of boxer
shorts and G-strings over the lowered belt
lines of young adults. 

The law would punish anyone caught
wearing the pants with a fine of as much as
$500 or as many as six months in jail, or both.

The bill would be tacked onto the
state’s obscenity law, which restricts sexu-
al activity in public places and the sale of
sexually explicit items. 

Los Angeles could arguably be consid-
ered the mecca of people who wear low-
riding pants, commonly seen on just about
every young person in Santa Monica.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Is the government going too far in reg-
ulating us?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in the weekend edition. Please
limit your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the wording
of your response.

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world.

MENTION THIS AD RECEIVE 10%
OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

By Daily Press staff

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD — A Santa
Monica man targeted by police last year
for allegedly being connected with a rash
of gang-related shootings was arrested
here early Sunday morning for possession
of a loaded handgun.

Richard C. DeLaCruz, 31, was arrested
at about 3 a.m. after Santa Monica Police
officers patrolling the area saw a group of
men drinking in public in the 1900 block
of 17th Street. When officers noticed
DeLaCruz allegedly in possession of a
handgun, they attempted to detain him,
police said. That’s when he ran into a
nearby home, police said. 

Officers arrested DeLaCruz and a juve-
nile. DeLaCruz is currently being held at
the Santa Monica Jail for possession of a
firearm and violation of probation. He has
no bail, police said. The juvenile was
transported to a juvenile detention facility.

DeLaCruz was arrested by the SMPD
last May after a SWAT team raided his
apartment, as well as three others. Police
at the time described DeLaCruz as a “sub-
ject of interest” in the rash of shootings
that had occurred in the neighborhood in

the month leading up to his arrest. 
The raids netted several arrests and

officers recovered weapons they believed
were related to the gang-related shootings.
DeLaCruz was arrested and charged with
probation violation after police found evi-
dence in his apartment that allegedly
linked him to the shootings. It’s unknown
if he was convicted of any charges.

Known as the Pico neighborhood and
considered part of the city’s east side, it
has been plagued with gang violence and
drug dealing for years. Most of the tension
is territorial — between the Graveyard
Crips and the Santa Monica 17th Street
gang — as well as racial. One gang is
black, the other Latino.

For the past decade, most of the gang
activity has been in a relatively small sec-
tion of the neighborhood — 17th Street
and Michigan Avenue. And many of the
gang members are youth and young adults
who are on parole or probation, police said.

Anyone having additional information
to Sunday’s incident is encouraged to
contact the SMPD at (310) 458-8491.
Callers who wish to remain anonymous
can also call the We-Tip national hotline
at 1-800-78-CRIME (27463).

Pico man arrested for gun
possession, parole violation

By Daily Press staff

Graffiti of the non-gang related kind
showed up on the city’s east side last week.

On May 13 at 7:40 a.m., Santa Monica
Police responded to an eastside neighbor-
hood regarding a malicious mischief call.
When officers arrived, they saw that
unknown suspects had written some anti-
Islamic slurs on a wall. The graffiti was

removed immediately. The vandalism
caused no permanent damage to the area and
the police are conducting an investigation.

Anyone with any information regard-
ing this incident is encouraged to contact
the SMPD at (310) 458-8426 or (310)
458-8491. Callers who wish to remain
anonymous, yet still become eligible for a
reward, also may call the WeTip national
hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME.

Graffiti attracts attention

By Daily Press staff

Richard Riordan is the man.
That’s according to Santa Monica-

based WISE Senior Services, which
named the former Los Angeles mayor
Man of the Year at its annual benefit din-
ner at the Beverly Hills Hotel Friday.
Riordan was honored for championing the
Stop Senior Abuse Awareness Campaign.

Also honored was the First Federal Bank
of California for its charitable commitment
to Los Angeles communities, and its strong
financial support for seniors and their fam-
ilies. CEO Babette E. Heimbuch accepted
the award on behalf of First Federal.

WISE is a multi-service, private non-
profit organization that was founded in
1968. It offers a wide range of services to
older adults in the LA area.

Riordan takes top title this year
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LETTERS

Politician showing signs of hypocrisy?
Editor:

Sheila Kuehl, our California senator (D. Santa Monica), has been providing guest
commentary most recently about the workmen’s compensation plan signed by the
governor and legislature. Yet, I remember that she was the author of the medical
leave plan for pregnancy that has been criticized for placing tremendous burdens on
California businesses. In addition, she has authored many laws placing severe
restrictions on property owners, resulting in the removal of apartment rentals from
the open market. In sum, Sen. Kuehl has chosen the path of serving the wishes of
the few without striving to balance competing interests for solutions that are best for
the majority of Californians. I hope that our senator will change from being a regu-
lator to promoter of solutions that increase competition among businesses and
expand opportunities available to Californians.

George Balanis
Santa Monica

Laws are outdated, antiquated
Editor:

My husband and I moved to our Sunset Park home on 20th Street in January
2004. We live on a block that serves as a thoroughfare to Santa Monica College. The
noise from the cars (radios, honking), the car exhaust, our toddler’s safety and the
general eyesore of stop and go traffic in front of our house led us to prioritize the
erection of a 6’ redwood fence around the front of the property. After scouring the
many city ordinances dictating what Santa Monica property owners could or could
not do with their own land, I discovered that not only would we be limited to a 3
1/2’ fence, but that shrubbery also had to be limited to the same height.   

I contacted City Hall’s Planning and Community Development Department to
find out if this was still an enforced ordinance, and if so, how I might appeal it due
to special circumstances. The city employee I spoke with noted that the ordinance,
while still enforced, was indeed antiquated. However, she gave me some historical
reference so that I could understand why it had been put on the books and contin-
ued to exist: In short, it’s a good neighbor policy. As she explained it, back in the
(circa) 1940s, the city wanted neighbors to have a clear view of one another’s homes
so that they could all keep an eye out for one another in an effort to curb crime.
Apparently, if I’m away and a burglar is prowling around my yard, my neighbors
(who for the most part exist in fortified apartment structures with no direct view of
my house) will either call the police (regular police, not hedge police, please) or
make a citizen’s arrest of the wrongdoer. As far as appealing for relief from the ordi-
nance, the same woman told me I could file such a request for a cost of $1,000 by
way of a variance, but that I shouldn’t bother because these were always turned
down with little consideration. The $1,000 sounds like an awful lot of money to
process and review a simple request. But hey, the city gets to keep the $1,000
regardless of the decision.  

I understand the need to keep certain fences/shrubs restricted due to street traffic
concerns. If I’m backing out of my driveway, I want to see who is flying over the
speed humps in my direction. But for those of us who have finally made home own-
ership a reality in a city we love (and in the case of my husband and I, were born
in), it seems we should at least be entitled to the enjoyment of our front yards. And
if any resident’s conditions are like those faced by my family, privatizing the front
yard by way of a fence and or greenery is the only way for this to happen.

Kathy Speer
Santa Monica

W
hen it was revealed that the
highest paid Santa Monica
city employees make
between $155,000 and
$220,000 a year (SMDP

May 7, page 1), I couldn’t help but wonder,
how can I get one of those jobs? I now real-
ize that my high school guidance counselor
was right. She warned me about becoming a
writer. She said very few writers ever strike
it rich. What she failed to mention is that if I
really wanted to be wealthy, I should have
gone into government work.

I always thought that when you went to
work for City Hall, you devoted your life
to being a public servant. Perhaps it’s
unfair to pick on city staffers. After all,
running a city — especially Santa Monica
— is difficult and time consuming work.

Here’s an idea. Since these folks are
public employees, let’s ask the public if
they think the salaries are warranted. E-
mail me if you think you are getting your
money’s worth from your highly paid
City Hall staff. I will announce the out-
come of this poll in one of my future
columns.

Unfortunately for all of us worker
bees, the issue of high salaries for public
employees and politicians goes far
beyond our local government. 

Travel up north and you’ll find that the
politicos in Sacramento make about
$150,000 a year. This is on top of a car
allowance, daily per diem allowance —
travel allowance, food allowance, funds for
staff, and a host of other perks and benefits. 

Then again, the California Legislature
is debating more than 3,000 new bills and
that means that legislators are only mak-
ing $50 in salary per bill. The real ques-
tion is: Does California really need 3,000
new laws? It would appear to me that we
have a fair amount of laws already.
What’s left? Perhaps we need a law that
would require hamsters to wear helmets
when running in their wheels.

Members of Congress do even better
than state legislators. They make about the
same amount of money but they clean up
on the perks. They receive almost their full
salary as a yearly pension when they
retire, get free medical care, have an
expense account for meals and travel (for
the meals that lobbyists aren’t already
picking up the tab on), receive an annual
housing allowance, can use their taxpayer-
paid frequent flier miles for personal use,
get free mail privileges, and even get free
parking at National and Dulles Airport.
Who said there was no such thing as free
parking? Just get elected to Congress.

What ever happened to the idea of elect-
ed representatives actually being representa-
tives for those who elected them? With the
notable exception of their exclusion of
women, I think the founders of our country
did pretty well as legislators considering that
they were farmers, merchants and settlers.
They weren’t professional politicians but
they still managed to include some really big
words in the Declaration of Independence
and United States Constitution. 

When did public service become a full-

time profession? And what is it going to
take to return our city councils, legisla-
tures, and the two houses of Congress to
the people who actually understand
today’s public policy issues because they
are not insulated by exorbitant salaries,
excessive perks, and inflated senses of
self-worth?

One of my biggest gripes about profes-
sional politicians is that most of them
think of themselves as celebrities. They
act more like actors and less like public
officials. And as far as I know, there are
only a handful of public officials who can
rightfully claim the title of actor-politi-
cian. Forgetting about the govenator for a
moment — why do so many of our elect-
ed officials act like they are more impor-
tant than the people they represent?

If you’ve ever gone to a gala or
fundraiser for an influential organization,
you will surely see how the MCs and
speakers “oooh and ahhh” over the elected
officials in the audience. They announce
their names with glee and thank them for
coming to the event. Why not thank the
waiter who makes minimum wage but still
serves us with a smile, or the stage crew
who worked all day and night to make the
production look good. But when a politi-
cian just bothers to show up (most don’t
stay through the entire event), they receive
kudos and rounds of applause.

Have you ever tried reaching your
local representatives by phone or mail?
Good luck getting past the gatekeepers.
You get an answering machine, an intern,
or a form letter in response. Of course,
you can have dinner with your elected
officials if you are willing to donate a few
dollars to their reelection campaigns. But
for us mere mortals, there is very little
chance of ever exchanging ideas with
those who represent you.

For the rest of us, our best chance to share
ideas with our elected officials is at public
hearings. And while I have been impressed
with the Santa Monica City Council’s will-
ingness to listen to public comments and
debate the issues, the same can’t be said for
their big brother in Los Angeles.

A friend once spent weeks preparing her
remarks about why the city should protect
the historical housing of the Miracle Mile
district. When she finally was called to the
podium at the LA City Council meeting to
present her comments, she received an
eye-opening lesson in modern politics.
Instead of listening to her testimony, City
Council members spoke on their phones,
ate their lunches, got up and walked
around, or just sat with their backs to her.
It’s far from what I would call representa-
tive democracy in action. And that sort of
behavior happens all the time.

Here’s what I think we need. Let’s
force our professional politicians to get
real jobs and hire the folks who have been
working hard all of their lives to represent
us. We need more “real” people in power
who understand the needs of the 95 per-
cent of the population who don’t make
more than $150,000 a year. And we need
to go back to part-time, citizen-run legis-
latures and elected bodies. Let’s spend
less time legislating and passing unneces-
sary laws, and more time getting things
done. It worked for Madison, Jefferson
and Hamilton. It might just work for us.

(Matthew can be reached at media-
matthew@yahoo.com).

Public pays the price
in the game of politics

DOSE
OF REALITY
By Matthew Glasser
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A
s a community member who
has received the beneficence
of the great and far ranging
wisdom of the current City
Council, I would like to pres-

ent the following as a gift for the contin-
ued orderly running of our fair city.

Since the City Council has decided that
it is appropriate for it to determine the
health and safety for the rest of the com-
munity, I would like to see it begin by set-
ting the standard. The latest attack on per-
sonal freedoms has led me to propose the
following: We should require each coun-
cilmember to maintain no more than 25
percent body fat, and to adopt a heart
healthy diet and exercise regimen. The
AMA has declared that increased body fat
can contribute to heart disease, lung dis-
ease, sleep apnea, increased health costs
and early termination of life. I feel that it is
only for the common good that we have a
fit and healthy City Council. 

We should require that our City
Council exercise three times a week. The
councilmembers should be made to pay
for the inspection of their bodies and their
personal trainers. Alternatively, they can

pay a “processing fee” to avoid this hassle
that is equal to $100 for each 10 pounds
over their ideal body mass index, on a
semi-annual basis. Failure to appear for
their physical examination will result in a
suspension of their salaries, and their right
to speak on behalf of the city.

Additionally their diet should be regu-
lated. They may have a choice of a Zone
Perfect system or the Atkins Diet. For the
vegetarians among them, they can control
their own diet, if they can prove to the sat-
isfaction of a committee comprised of a
PETA member and a macrobiotic doctor,
that they are maintaining a healthy weight
and dietary requirements. And they should
be made to pay for the professional fees
and all food involved.

Of course, no councilmember should
be allowed to drink alcohol and their
intake of caffeine should be limited to no
more than two cups in the morning and
one before 5 p.m. Smoking is of course a
verboten behavior, unless it is marijuana
for medical purposes.

Each member should be allowed to have
dessert twice a week, but only at lunch.
And the tiramisu must be non-alcoholic.

Eating out should be limited to non-
quick serve restaurants. No McDonalds,
Jack In The Box, TacoBell, or Arby’s for
them, unless they want to pay a “conven-
ience fee” of say $2,500 for the damage
they are doing to their arteries and the
increased risk to the community that we
might have to replace one of them.  

The cost to the community of losing a
councilmember is the institutional memo-
ry they carry with them. For example,
Councilmember Ken Genser has been on
the City Council since 1988. That will be
16 years this coming November. Sixteen
years of council meetings where he lis-
tened to the complaints of the homeown-
ers. Sixteen years where he sat and heard
the business community bewail the over-
regulation. Sixteen years of hearing the
schools complain they don’t have enough
money. Can you imagine what we would
lose if something happened to him? He

has a wealth of institutional memory. The
man is a veritable encyclopedia of local
politics. The thousands of hours of hear-
ing from the community would be lost
forever. The loss would be tremendous.

We have a right to protect the city from
unexpected losses. We have an office of
emergency services. We have a succession
plan for the council. But wouldn’t it be
better if we didn’t need it? We should
demand a healthy council. After all, they
are demanding smoke-free parks, pier and
beaches. They are demanding that the
signs are all licensed and that the busi-
nesses all conform to the community stan-
dards. The City Council should be made
to live up to the standards it sets for others
in the community.

I think we would get a very different
quality of councilmember should the
above proposed legislation be enacted.
We might get a council that understands
that its action, or its inaction, has effects.
We might get a City Council that under-
stands the realities of homeowners and
business owners. We might get good leg-
islation, rather than the pie-in-the-sky,
save-the-world policies that pass for
effective governing.

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments.  He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-9969).

It’s time to start regulating our own government
LEGAL VIEWS
AND NEWS
By David Pisarra

We should require that our City Council exercise three
times a week. The councilmembers should be

made to pay for the inspection of their bodies and
their personal trainers.

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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Mediations bear no
fruit in City Hall case
attorneys ought to be paid. The lawsuit
doesn’t specify an exact amount and
instead seeks to have the contract pro-
nounced void, and the outside attorneys
reimbursed on the quantum meruit basis,
as determined by the courts. The suit also
describes as “premature and not ripe for
consideration” how much, if any, City
Hall should pay the lawyers for helping to
secure the water treatment facility.

“There’s no set number because it
depends on a lot of different calcula-
tions,” said Assistant City Attorney Joe
Lawrence, who oversaw litigation in the
MtBE case. “However, we are extremely
far apart, and unfortunately we’ve been
unable to reach any kind of compromise
or agreement. We need to get the matter
resolved, and so the city filed a lawsuit ...

“The city is disappointed that it has
come to this point in time,” he added. “We
had every hope that we would have been
able to reach an agreement without a law-
suit, but since that has not been possible
we think it’s in the public interest to get
the issue resolved as quickly as we can.”

Dallas-based attorney Fred Baron, one
of the outside lawyers retained in the
MtBE case, said Monday he was bewil-
dered and disappointed by the lawsuit.

“I’ve been practicing law 33 years, and
I’ve done it exclusively on contingency
fee contracts and I’ve never had a client
ever try to renege on the contract itself —
this is the first time,” said Baron, adding
outside attorneys performed the majority
of work on the case. “We never received
an inkling from the city that they intended
to renege on the contract. Indeed, they
told us that we had done a magnificent job
for the city.”

Sacramento-based attorney Duane
Miller agreed.

“We’ve worked for four years and

we’ve achieved a result that the city has
described as exceeding their expecta-
tions,” said Miller, whose firm placed a
lien against any payments in the case.
“There was an army of lawyers and their
supporting staff involved in this litigation
on behalf of the city ... The documents
involved in the case are literally in the
millions.”

City Hall closed all five wells at the
Charnock Well field in West Los Angeles
after it was discovered MtBE had seeped
into the groundwater from nearby under-
ground fuel storage tanks. Charnock sup-
plied about half of the water to 300,000
customers in Santa Monica, including
more than 85,000 residents. After first try-
ing to resolve the matter out of court, City
Hall hired additional legal help and filed
suit against the oil companies in 2000.

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie said the
MtBE lawsuit was the exception to City
Hall’s rule of only hiring outside lawyers
on an hourly basis. She said City Hall did
so to save money because it realized from
the outset the case would involve long and
complicated litigation.

Baron and Miller said they never sub-
mitted a bill to City Hall, but added they
asked that an appraiser be hired to value
the water treatment facility.

“We know how much cash was recov-
ered, that was easy. But the better ques-
tion is, ‘What’s the value of the water
treatment facility?’” Baron said. “The city
has refused to even acknowledge that we
have a contract at this point that is valid ...
At this point in time, the city apparently is
seeking to rescind the contract completely
... I’m very discouraged by that.”

The two groups unsuccessfully mediat-
ed the matter with retired Los Angeles
Superior Court Judge Keith Wisot last
month. There are no further mediation
sessions scheduled.

MTBE, from page 1

Trial expected to last
more than two weeks
crosswalk was dangerous for pedestrians.

As early as 1990, hundreds of people
who worked in nearby offices petitioned
the city’s transportation department to
make the intersection safer, including
those employed by Playboy Video
Enterprises, Inc. and Western International
Media, according to Sayers’ attorneys.

One of those working in West
Hollywood’s transportation department at the
time was Lucy Dyke, who is now the trans-
portation planning manager in Santa Monica.

Lawyers will argue that West
Hollywood’s City Hall knew the best
solution to the problem was to install a
traffic tri-light signal and was trying to
compel local area businesses to pay for
the traffic light. Instead, it opted to install
a system with a motion sensor and flash-
ing lights surrounding the crosswalk to
alert motorists to crossing pedestrians at
night, lawyers say. 

In 1990, petitions were submitted to
Dyke in West Hollywood’s transportation
department that had been signed by 37
Western International Media employees
and 43 Playboy Video Enterprises, Inc.

employees, asking that a crosswalk be
installed in the intersection. 

Four years later, Anne Mercer submitted
petitions to Dyke on behalf of hundreds of
employees working in the area of Alta
Loma and Sunset, writing, “Our questions
(sic) is, how many pedestrians must be
injured (seriously or fatally) before West
Hollywood takes full responsibility for the
traffic in this area? We would like nothing
more than to see a ‘full’ traffic light
installed at this corner or at a very mini-
mum we would like a ‘pedestrian’ signal,
that stops traffic for pedestrians.” 

Greene, Broillet, Panish & Wheeler,
LLP., whose offices are at 100 Wilshire
Blvd., are representing victims of the
Farmers’ Market accident — when an eld-
erly man drove his Buick LeSabre into the
crowded market last July, killing 10 and
injuring dozens of others. 

The city of West Hollywood is being
represented by Scott Haith, who works for
the Calabasas-based law firm of
Robertson & Vick. Haith couldn’t be
reached for comment.

The trial is expected to last 20 days and
will be heard by Santa Monica Superior
Court Judge Valerie Baker. 

TRIAL, from page 1
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ORGANIC DRY CLEANING!
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■ Oral Surgery

■ Fillings (Mercury free)

■ Bonding, Veneers & Porcelain Crowns

■ Gum Treatments

■ Dentures, Partials & Repairs
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Free Cosmetic Consultation
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most up-to-date technology and relaxing environment.
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Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten
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WE • CELEBRATE Shabbat & Jewish Holidays
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and learning is Fun.”

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
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Specializing in Leasing 
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New fields, pools and
recreational complexes
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District Superintendent John Deasy,
adding the problem had grown to severe
levels by the time he took the job in 2001.
“It was the single biggest problem that
stood in front of me.”

A team of school officials and the CEO
of Jacobs International worked together to
overcome the issues, which largely were
because of how the subcontractors had
been scheduled, managed and paid.

“We met with the CEO and he and I
worked out how we could quadruple the
amount of people on each project,” Deasy
said. “It’s remarkable how much time he
gave to this. He responded very well to
the problems and as a result, every project
came in under budget.”

Barnum Hall, Samohi’s new perform-
ing arts theater, was the last project to be
completed. It opened last October.

The completion of the facilities were
celebrated by the school board earlier this
month. The following projects have been
completed:

160 new classrooms
A new competition gymnasium
A new “cafetorium”
Two new softball fields

A new baseball field
A new competition pool
A new track and field complex
A new Greek Theater

Highlights of the program include:

Santa Monica High School:
Barnum Hall Restoration
Addition of eight classrooms to the lan-
guage building
New music building

Malibu High School:
New classroom building
New gymnasium
Conversion of cafetorium into an audito-
rium with orchestra pit
New track and field complex

John Adams Middle School:
Cafeteria renovation
Auditorium renovation

Lincoln Middle School:
Pool renovation
New classrooms, play fields, walking
paths, recreation support buildings

Elementary schools:
Playground equipment at various sites

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II/Daily Press
Music students on Monday practice in a new facility at Santa Monica High School.

PROP. X, from page 1
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Jewelery repairs while you wait
Let us restyle your jewelry

Leonel Zepeda
jeweler

over 20 years experience

SSince 1945

1457 4th Street at Broadway 
(1/2 block from the Promenade)

Repair Hours: Tues-Sat 10a.m. — 7p.m.

(310) 451-0727

15% off w/ ad

Large Selection of Lingerie
LARGE SIZES BRAS • Hats

Dancewear
Stockings • Panty Hose
Custom Made Pieces

Wardrobe Stylist Service

Offer expires 5/31/04

3101 Ocean Park Blvd. #103
Santa Monica  Tel: 310.396.9607 
Tues-Sat 10am-6pm

6548 Hollywood Blvd.Tel: 323.469.4309 

Lingerie

visit our other location:

Please help support these participating restaurants who will donate 10% of their
profits to support Westside Special Olympics’ year-round athletic training and
competition for children and adults with mental retardation.

110% Night
100% Athletes giving it all they have.

10% Friends giving a little bit more.

Thursday May 20th 2004

1622 Ocean Blvd.
(310) 399 - 4060

915 Wilshire Blvd.
(310) 451-7542

1442 2nd Street
(310) 587 - 2782

2518 Wilshire
Blvd.

(310) 449 - 1171

STATE BRIEFS
Text messaging could turn into a criminal act
By The Associated Press 

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Criminal charges could be filed against a teenage
motorist who was allegedly reading a text message on his cellular telephone when
he struck four other teens, critically hurting two of them. 

The four teenagers were standing on Bellflower Boulevard, putting gas in the
tank of a Ford Expedition sport utility vehicle that ran out of fuel, when they were
struck early Sunday by Philip Parker, 18, of Lakewood. 

“There’s a whole multitude of charges that could be considered because the acci-
dent resulted in serious injuries to the victims,” Sgt. Paul LeBaron said. 

The distracted driver told investigators he had just received a text message on his
cell phone and was reading it while driving his 1990 Ford Probe, the sergeant said. 

The injured teenagers were taken to local hospitals. A 14-year-old girl and a 15-year-
old boy were admitted to Long Beach Memorial Medical Center in critical condition
and two other boys, 17 and 15, were described only as stable at St. Mary Medical
Center and Community Hospital of Long Beach, fire spokesman Wayne Chaney said. 

Murder in LA jails
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — At least five County Jail inmates have been killed or beaten dur-
ing the past 18 months in retaliation for testimony against other prisoners, it was reported. 

The bloody toll is higher than previously acknowledged by the Sheriff’s
Department. Two jailhouse revenge attacks, one of them fatal, have been the focus
of county officials and news accounts in recent days. 

“It’s unacceptable that the sheriff has been unable to protect the safety of inmates
in the county jails,” Supervisor Michael Antonovich said. “This kind of failed man-
agement has created an intolerable situation.”

A Daily News review of claims filed with the county uncovered the additional attacks. 
The first widely publicized case involves Santiago Pineda, 23, of Long Beach,

charged with murder in the death of inmate Raul Tinajero, 20, of Wilmington, who
testified against him in a murder case. 

Authorities said Pineda slipped out of his cell at the Men’s Central Jail on April
20 and roamed the jail for five hours before strangling Tinajero in his cell. 

Other cases included: 
_Inmate Ki Chul Hong, 33, whose stabbed and strangled body was found in a laun-

dry basket in the jailhouse basement on Oct. 21. Hong’s brother had testified against
a rival gang member and authorities said they suspect Hong was killed in retaliation. 

_Martin Davis filed a claim Nov. 7, 2002, alleging jail deputies, knowing he just
testified against a man who had shot him, placed them together in the same cell and
left him there unprotected. 

_Tony Shane Wilson, who testified in a murder case on March 25, was knifed by
an inmate on March 26. Prosecutors suspect the attack on Wilson was in retaliation
for his testimony. 

_Briand Williams, 38, filed a claim against the county April 29 alleging he was
knifed after testifying against a murder defendant. 

“The Sheriff’s Department allowed (an inmate) to come into my cell and try to
stab me with five other inmates helping him to jump me, causing physical and emo-
tional injuries,” Williams wrote. 

As a result of the Tinajero case, the Board of Supervisors asked Sheriff Lee Baca
to oversee multiple investigations to determine what systemic problems have led to
such assaults. The inquiries are being carried out by the Sheriff’s Department inter-
nal affairs and homicide bureaus, the Office of Independent Review, Special
Counsel Merrick Bobb, the District Attorney’s Office and the county grand jury. 

Recall election mounting
By The Associated Press 

CHINO, Calif. — A community group said it has enough signatures, more than
5,000, for a recall election to oust Chino Valley Unified School District president
John Pruitt and district clerk Bill Klein. 

The group, Taxpayers Against Bait and Switch, claim Pruitt, Klein and board vice
president Lonnie Truett have participated in intimidating and bullying behavior and
repeatedly violated state open meeting laws. Truett wasn’t included in the recall
because his term ends in November. 

Group spokesman Jeff Wren said there are fears of retaliation by board members
against district staff who signed the petition if the recall fails. 

“They are afraid Pruitt and Klein will go after them or their principals. They are
more afraid for their principals, and they are only collecting signatures,”Wren said. 

Pruitt and Klein called the petition drive groundless. 
“I don’t retaliate against people. I think that’s so ridiculous,” Pruitt said. “I think

they have bad information, I think they have been misled, and I think their actions
have been fueled by emotions rather than logic.”

Klein said some people who signed the petition have already asked to remove
their names. 

Wren said termination of Superintendent George Bloch’s contract earlier this
month makes the recall drive crucial. 

“I don’t think anything has changed. I think the firing of Dr. Bloch and the
McKee lawsuit has made it even more relevant,” he said. 

The school board fired Bloch on May 6 after two internal investigations alleged
improper building construction payments and lax oversight in special education. 

To qualify the recall for the ballot, organizers must collect at least 8,968 valid
signatures in 160 days, though they are aiming for 10,000, they said. 

With a start date of March 26, the recall group wants to complete the petition
drive by early June for the November ballot, Wren said.
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12217 Wilshire Blvd in Los Angeles Tel: (310) 820-2540

Join us for a lively and
sophisticated mexican

dining experience.

“Best Mexican food”
– Angelino Magazine

2003

“Best Ethnic food”
-Bon Appétit

2003

Yucatan style lobster artichoke and mushroom 
mousse crépe served with a spicy papaya sauce
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High-Speed
Internet Access
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PAYING TOO MUCH? HOW
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Internet Access for a Lot Less.

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com
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Networks

two 18 hole layouts only 40 minutes from Santa Monica

27734 Sand Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Clubhouse - 661 252-8484 Golf Shop - 661 252-7666

It's Not a Private Club. 
It Just Plays Like One. 

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination
as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs. 

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

BY STEVE LAWRENCE 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — California’s high-
speed rail project seems to be stuck on a
siding, held up by a shortage of money to
complete an environmental review and by
disagreement over when to ask voters to
approve nearly $10 billion in bonds to
begin construction. 

There’s also considerable debate over
where the speedy trains should run. 

“It’s on some level of life support,”
says Richard Silver, executive director of
the Rail Passenger Association of
California, a rail advocacy group. “There’s
no one thing that’s killing or injuring it.
It’s an accumulation of different things
that are all conspiring against it.” 

The California project’s problems come
as Florida Gov. Jeb Bush tries to sidetrack
a voter-mandated high-speed rail project
in his state and rail advocates search for a
reliable source of federal funding for high-
speed and “intermediate-speed” trains in
several areas of the country. 

The 700-mile, $30 billion-plus
California project seemed to be off and
running in September 2002 when then-
Gov. Gray Davis signed legislation put-
ting a $9.95 billion bond measure on the
November 2004 ballot. 

Sale of the bonds would provide about
half of the funds needed to build the first
leg of the project, from San Francisco to
Los Angeles through the San Joaquin
Valley. Supporters envision the rest of the
money coming from the federal govern-
ment or private investors. 

Later segments would stretch the line
to San Diego and Sacramento. 

But since that September 2002 bill-
signing ceremony the project and the state
have been beset by money problems. 

The California High-Speed Rail
Authority, the agency overseeing plan-
ning for the bullet trains, is $720,000
short of the amount needed to complete an
environmental impact report, and Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Department of
Finance is refusing to authorize boosting
the budget to pay for it. 

The state itself is battling multi-billion-
dollar budget deficits, and in March vot-
ers approved a $15 billion bond measure
to ease the state’s cash-flow problems. 

That’s raised concerns that voters
won’t be in the mood to plunge the state
deeper into debt by approving the rail
bonds in November. 

“At this point it seems like all the parties
_ most of the parties _ agree that it should
be put off,” says Sen. Kevin Murray, the
Culver City Democrat who chairs the
Senate Transportation Committee. 

But there’s disagreement over whether
the proposal should be moved to the bal-
lot in 2006 or 2008. 

The Schwarzenegger administration is
backing legislation that would delay the vote
until November 2008, saying other trans-
portation projects have a higher priority. 

“We didn’t say not ever; we just said
not now,” says H.D. Palmer, a spokesman
for the Department of Finance. 

But putting the vote off that far into the
future would raise the cost of the project
and force planners to redo or upgrade
environmental studies, critics say. Also,
some potential routes and station sites
might no longer be available by then. 

“2008 is just so far in the future you

almost have to start all over again,”
says Silver. 

Murray has a bill that would postpone
the vote until 2006, but he says he’s not
wedded to that date. He says lawmakers
have to figure out when the proposal is
most likely to pass and when the state can
afford to pay the interest on the bonds. 

“I think there is bipartisan support for
the project in general, but it is about tim-
ing,” he says. “We just have to figure out
when is the best time.” 

Sen. Dean Florez, D-Shafter, a project
supporter, says that if lawmakers agree to
postpone the vote until 2008
Schwarzenegger should promise to sup-
port the funding needed to update the
environmental reviews and agree to cam-
paign for the bond measure. 

They only have about a month to make
a decision. The cutoff date to put measures
on, or take them off, the November ballot
is June 24, state election officials say. But
Murray says the Legislature has been able
to stretch that deadline a little in the past. 

The project is also being hit with criti-
cism about where the tracks are likely to
run, raising the possibility the bonds
could have trouble passing in areas that
are unhappy about the trains’ routing. 

Silver said he spoke recently with a
group of people who said they wouldn’t
vote for the bonds unless the first line went
to Redding, a city of about 87,300 residents
roughly 140 miles north of Sacramento that
isn’t targeted for high-speed service. 

“I was just blown away by the intensity
of the arguments up there,” he said. “You
have that in cities up and down the state, but
there’s just not enough population to make
it worthwhile in some of these places.” 

The route debate seems to be particu-
larly intense over how to get the trains
over, or through, the coastal mountains to
the San Francisco and Los Angeles areas. 

The Train Riders Association of
California, another rail advocacy group, is
sharply critical of how the project is shap-
ing up, in part because the planners favor
a southerly Bay Area route out of San Jose
for the trains instead of following
Interstate 580 through the Altamont Pass. 

“We certainly do not want to see the
bonds go ahead in 2004,” says Alan
Miller, the group’s executive director.
“The environmental impact report is in
such disarray. It excluded major parts of
the state. It excluded routes that are
viable. It’s just got so many holes in it and
is being attacked from so many directions. 

“To give them money at this point would
just be to throw money at a bad project.” 

Silver says his group also “screamed
bloody murder” when consideration of
the Altamont route was dropped, until he
decided that route would be more expen-
sive and difficult to operate. 

Mehdi Morshed, the authority’s execu-
tive director, says Miller’s group has crit-
icized a number of other rail projects. 

“We have our work reviewed by people
in Germany, France and Japan who actual-
ly have experience in operating these sys-
tems, and they agree in what we are
doing,” he says. “That’s all we can say.” 

He says a high-speed rail system will
have to be built eventually to serve a pop-
ulation that’s projected to grow by nearly
24 million people over the next 36 years.

Bullet train project on
slow track for funding



Parents want to give it, their chil-
dren want it, they both feel good
about it, but what if they’re
overindulging? How can they tell?
The research that supports the book
“How Much is Enough? Everything
You Need to Know to Steer Clear of
Overindulgence and Raise Likable,
Responsible, and Respectful
Children” gives us four clues. A
“yes” answer to any of the four
questions indicates we better think
carefully about overindulgence. A
“yes” to all four screams “watch
out, this is a risky situation!”

THE FIRST CLUE
Will doing or giving this inter-

fere with, or slow down my child’s
learning what she needs to learn at
this age? Finding out about child
development can be a steep learn-
ing curve for someone whose last
close contact with children was
during his own childhood. But
learn it we must, or we risk push-
ing the child to grow up too fast or
teaching him to be incompetent by
holding him back.

Does Hank know that sur-
rounding his son with toys that do
everything with the push of a but-
ton keeps his toddler from devel-
oping important hand and brain
patterns that come from manipu-
lating blocks, banging kitchen
pans, stacking tubs, taking things
apart and putting them back
together hundreds of times?

Does Denise know that teach-
ing money management skills to
her school-age daughter implies
that her daughter has an allowance
that is not enough to buy every-
thing she wants, and that Denise
needs to insist that her daughter
save some money every week, as
well as put some aside for her reli-
gious institution or charity giving?

There are lots of ways Hank and
Denise can learn about children’s
developmental tasks. They can use
books, magazines, classes, or ask
older parents. “How Much Is
Enough?” also has simple descrip-
tions that can be copied and put on
your refrigerator for easy reference.

THE SECOND CLUE
Will giving this thing, activity

or experience use a disproportion-
ate amount of family resources on
one or more of your children?
Resources mean money, as in buy-
ing another expensive video game

when the credit cards weren’t paid
in full last month. It might mean
space — will this set of drums
take space the family needs for
other uses? It could be time, as
when driving this far and this
often for a child’s lessons means
mother gives up her exercise pro-
gram. Maybe supporting a particu-
lar activity takes more energy than
dad has to give. Does this skew the
family’s attention so much toward
one child that the other family
members lack attention? What
about psychic output? Will this
activity be so demanding that the
parents feel drained or worried? It
is important for children to learn
to take their places within the fam-
ily system so that they receive
support, but also understand that
they are valued and contributing
family members. 

THE THIRD CLUE
Is this activity done more to

please the parents than for the ben-
efit of your child? Marcia insisted
that her daughters be fashionably
dressed in order to impress the
mother’s friends. Nathan sent his
son to baseball summer camp
because he, Nathan, had always
wanted to play baseball. His son
preferred the saxophone to the
catcher’s glove. Participants in the

research studies in
the overindulgence
project reported that
their childhood
overindulgence was

done to meet some need of their
parents, not the child’s need.

THE FOURTH CLUE
Does this situation potentially

harm others, society, or the planet in
some way? If yes, that is a signal it is
overindulgence. Does Jason leave
the water from the hose running the
entire time he washes, dries and pol-
ishes the car? Does Mindy throw out
a full bottle of shampoo because she
just saw an add on TV that promised
a new brand will make her hair look
sexier?

TIPS FOR PARENTS:
■ Practice using the test of four on
situations that look like overindul-
gence to you.
■ Attempt to let children learn
new skills at their own pace. Teach
them to do things that benefit the
whole family.
■ Be proud of your children for
who they are and get your own
needs met in the adult world.
■ Teach children to be considerate
of others and the environment.

(Jean Illsley Clarke Ph.D., Connie
Dawson Ph.D., and David J. Bredehoft
Ph.D. are co-authors of “How Much is
Enough? Everything You Need to
Know to Steer Clear of
Overindulgence and Raise Likable,
Responsible, and Respectful
Children.” Jean can be reached at
jiconsults@aol.com. To read more
about overindulgence go to
www.overindulgence.info.)
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Fo
r Everything Sewing

Summer Sewing
Classes for
Children 

Adults
limited space available

CALL NOW TO ENROLL!

(310) 450-4300
3330 Pico Blvd.
in Santa Monica
www.sewingartscenter.com

& 

THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

Give us your child
this Summer...

we’ll give you a student
a full academic level higher.

TTUUTTOORRIINNGG  ••  MMAATTHH  ••  RREEAADDIINNGG  ••  WWRRIITTIINNGG  ••  SSTTUUDDYY  SSKKIILLLLSS

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  iiss  FFRREEEE wwiitthh  eeaacchh  eennrroollllmmeenntt..

Call today.
It could be the most important Summer of

your child’s life.

3122 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 100
between Franklin and Berkeley310-82-TUTOR

www.TutoringClub.com

The Secret Studio • Gallery of Venice
841 Flower Ave. Venice

310-664-8977

PRIVATE & GROUP INSTRUCTION

BEGINNING TO ADVANCED

TODDLER TO ADULT

MOMMY & ME

seff

CALL TO
ENROLL

w w w . o f f r o s e g a l l e r y . c o m

AA  wweeeekkllyy  llooookk  aatt  eevveennttss  aanndd  pprrooggrraammss  ffoo

How to detect overindulgence: The test of four
Guest 

Commentary
By Jean Illsley Clarke Ph.D.
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SATURDAY
Storytelling

Barnes and Noble, 3rd
St. Promenade – Kid’s Story
Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble,
Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-
475-4144.
Children’s Book World – 10580
1/2 Pico Blvd, LA - 10:30 a.m.,
310-559-BOOK. (no storytime
May 22nd)

Yoga & Exercise

Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- &
Post-Natal Yoga, Saturdays –
12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-
4 0 4 0 ,
www.santamonicayoga.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) –

310-306-9381; Prenatal yoga –
9:15 – 10:45 a.m., $13
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa
Monica Blvd. at the Dance
Factory, West LA, 394-6711;
Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 –
9:30 a.m.; Post Partum Exercise
– 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. (babies wel-
come, includes baby massage
and workout at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa,
1333 Ocean Avenue, 458-
8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 –
11:45 a.m.; Yoga for Fitness –
noon – 1 p.m.  Private sessions
available; call Kate Thomas, RN –
408-1717

Other

Snowhite, a brand new
musical for kids of all
ages, at the Santa
Monica Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30

& 3:00 p.m. April 3 – May 30,
$12 adults, $10 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 1 for
reservations, www.santamoni-
caplayhouse.com
Puppetolio – 1:00 and
3:00pm, 310-656-0483, 1255
2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m.,
1418 4th St., Admission is $20
for evening, $15 for matinee.
Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Precious Prints – Ceramic
Heirlooms for a Lifetime 
Second Saturday every
month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Contact Kristan Ritchie at 310-
802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more
info.
Rainbow Factory in The
Goldilocks Case – present-
ed by the Santa Monica Theatre
Guild, May 8 – 24.  A play by
Jake Eberle, directed by William

CALENDAR OF MOMMY EVENTS:

TUESDAY 
Movies for Moms spon-
sored by:
“Connie and Carla” showing May
18.  
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway,
1441 3rd St. Promenade – for
Moms and babies newborn – 1
year old.   Doors open early for
socializing and getting comfort-
able.
www.reelmoms.urbanbaby.com
“Connie and Carla” stars Nia
Vardalos (My Big Fat Greek
Wedding), Toni Collette and
David Duchovny.  Comedy,
rated PG-13.  

Storytelling

Main Library 
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park;
10:00 & 10:30 a.m.  Stories for
two year olds with adult.
Fairview Branch Library –
2101 Ocean Park Blvd – 310-
450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos –
10:00 a.m., April 27 – June 1.
Six-week series in Spanish for 24
– 36 month olds with adult.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, April
27 – June 1.  Six-week series
for babies 0-24 months, co-
sponsored by the SMMUSD
Infant and Family Support
Programs. 
Twilight Story Time -7pm
– an ongoing program for 3-5
year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch
Library – 1704 Montana Ave

– 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00
p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch
Library – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00
and 10:30. Music, rhymes and
stories for 24-36 month olds
with adult.  Register now for
the next session beginning June
8th.
Tiny Tuesday Storytime
at Storyopolis
Themes change weekly; for
ages infant to 3.  11:00 a.m.
116 North Robertson, Plaza A,
LA.  310-358-2500, www.sto-
ryopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the
Grove
Storytime for ages 2 –
6.  10:00 a.m.  189 Grove
Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Yoga & Exercise

Prenatal Aqua Aerobics
at the Santa Monica
Y M C A
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 –
8:30 p.m; Free for members,
non-members $90 for 10 class-
es. (also Thursday nights 7:30
– 8:30 p.m.)  393-2721. ext.
117 for more info.
Itsy-Bitsy Yoga at Ocean
Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Ave.
Tots (crawling to 24
months) – 10:30 – 11:30
a.m.; Babies (6 wks. to pre-
crawling) – 11:30 – 12:30 a.m.
On-going 6-week series; $120.

SPECIAL EVENTS

SATURDAY, MAY 22
SuperSMASH SILENT
AUCTION and CARNIVAL
– noon – 6:00 p.m.  Games,
rides, food and petting zoo.  SM
Alternative School House,
2525 5th St., 396-2940.

PARENTING for PEACE
W O R K S H O P  “Resolving
Conflict so Everyone Wins” –
presented by the Center for
Nonviolent Communication.
10:00 a.m. – noon. Pacifica
Charter School, 3754 Dunn
Drive, LA(near Culver City).
Call 310-845-9405 for more
info or visit www.pacificas-
chool.org.  

The YMCA is currently
accepting reservations for
the following programs:
Memorial Day Family
C a m p  at Big Bear Lake – May
29- 31
Summer Keyboarding Kamp –
ages 7-11.  A one-week pro-
gram, 4 sessions offered. 
These YMCA programs are

available to members and non-
members.  Contact Audrey
Meyer, program director, at
393-2721, ext. 107 for more
info.
MAY 20th – Registration begins
for the summer youth pro-
grams, including Parent/Me
Gym and Swim, Toddler Time
and more.
The YWCA is currently accept-
ing registration for a variety of
summer programs for women
and children including Mommy
and Me, Pilates, dance, crafts,
tumbling and more.  Pick up a
brochure for more info.  2019
14th St., 452-3881 

S A T U R D A Y S  a n d  S U N-
DAYS, MAY 8 – MAY 24,
11:00 a.m.
RAINBOW FACTORY in
THE GOLDILOCKS CASE –
presented by the Santa Monica
Theatre Guild.  A play by Jake
Eberle, directed by William
Wilday.  At the Morgan-Wixson
Theatre, 2627 Pico Blvd., 828-
7519, $7.

SESAME STREET LIVE –
OUT of this WORLD

THURSDAY
Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana
Avenue, 434-9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time
for moms and kids ages 0-4.  
Main Library – Reed Park
Toddler Storytime at Reed
Park; 10:00 a.m.; for 2 year
olds.
Preschool Story Time at
Reed Park; 10:30 a.m.; for
ages 3-5.
Fairview Branch Library
– 2101 Ocean Park Blvd –
310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time –
10:30 a.m; April 29 – June 3;
for ages 2 –3.
La Hora Del Cuento –
7:00 p.m.  Spanish stories,
songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch
Library – 1704 Montana Ave
– 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time –
10:15 a.m., April 15 – May 20;
for 2 year olds. 
Preschool Story Time –
11:15 a.m.; for 3-5 year olds.
Ocean Park Branch
Library – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804. 
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20
a.m., May 6 – June 10. 6-week
series for babies 0-24 months,
co-sponsored by the SMMUSD
Infant and Family Support
Program.

Yoga & Exercise

Prenatal Aqua Aerobics
at the Santa Monica
Y M C A
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for
members, non-members $90
for 10 classes. (also Tuesdays
at 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and
7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)  393-2721.
ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Baby (Venice) –
310-306-9381 – Mommy & Me
(ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15
p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215
Montana Ave, 310-393-5150;
Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me –
1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
M o m m y  C a r e  – 11870

FRIDAY
La Leche League of
LA/Mar Vista – meets the
2nd Friday of each month at
10:00 a.m.  Call 310-390-
2529 for info. (next meeting
May 14)

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Works – 2215
Montana Ave, 310-393-5150;
Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) –
310-306-9381 – Mommy &
Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2
p.m..  Pre-natal yoga – 11:15
a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa,
1333 Ocean Avenue, 458-
8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 –
11:45 a.m.; Yoga for Fitness –
noon – 1 p.m Private sessions
available; call Kate Thomas, RN
– 408-1717
Prenatal Breath and
Movement – a Continuum
Movement and Yoga-based
program designed to support
women through various sound
and movement explorations
that celebrate pregnancy and
labor as powerful rites of pas-
sage.  9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
With Deborah Raoult at
the Continuum Studio,

MONDAY 
Storytelling 

Main Library – Lap Time at
Joslyn Park, 9:30 a.m., Jan. 5 –
June 4 (no class May 31).  Ages 0-
24 months with adult in conjunction
with the Infant and Family Support
program of SMMUSD.  
“Family Connections” –
10:00 a.m., immediately following
Lap Time - a series of discussions
related to early childhood develop-
ment and growth.  Children wel-
come, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library
– 2601 Main Street, 310-392-
3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”,
11:15 a.m., April 19 – May 24 (no
class April 5 & 12).  Rhymes, songs
and very simple stories in Spanish
for ages 2-5 with adult.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St.
Promenade – Toddler Story
Time – 10am – 310-260-9110

Breastfeeding Group 

The Pump Station, 2415
Wilshire Blvd., 310-826-5774 - no
pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies
0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150 Pre/Postnatal –
12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-
450-0133.  www.yogagardenstu-
dios.com

WEDNESDAY
Storytelling

The Walking Stick Coffee
Lounge – 1630 Ocean Park
Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for
moms and kids ages 0-4 at this
neighborhood coffee shop. 
Fairview Branch Library –
2101 Ocean Park Blvd – 310-
450-0443. 
Preschool Story Time –
10:30 a.m., April 28 – June 2;
six-week series for 3-5 year olds
with adult.

Montana Avenue Branch
Library – 1704 Montana Ave –
310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:00 & 10:30
a.m., April 14 – May 19; for chil-
dren ages 0-2.
Toddler Story Time –
11:15 a.m., April 14 – May 19;
for 2 year olds. 
Ocean Park Branch
Library – 2601 Main St. –392-
3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story
Time – 7:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble,
Westside Pavilion – 2 pm –
ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144

Border’s, Westwood –
11am – 310-475-3444.

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Baby (Venice) –
310-306-9381 – Mommy & Me
(ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11 a.m.;
(infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-
natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12
:30 p.m.
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana
Ave, 310-393-5150
Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 –
1:45pm, $15
Ocean Oasis Day Spa,
1333 Ocean Avenue, 458-
8190.  Pre/Post Natal

SUNDAY
Concerts on the Pier –
every Sunday thru May 30 –
2:00 – 4:00 p.m., FREE!  
Live music, on the parking
deck, weather permitting.
Snowhite, a brand new
musical for kids of all
ages, at the Santa
Monica Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30
& 3:00 p.m. April 3 – May 30,
$12 adults, $10 kids ages 12
& under.  394-9779 ext. 1 for
reservations, www.santamoni-
caplayhouse.com
Main Street Farmer’s
Market – 9:30 a.m. – 1:00
p.m., corner of Main St. and
Ocean Park Blvd.  Pony rides,
live music, lots of vendors and
great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and
3:00pm, 310-656-0483,
1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418
4th St., Admission is $15. Call
310-451-2241 for info.
Rainbow Factory in The
Goldilocks Case – present-

DID YOU KNOW?: Babies are born with 300 bones, but by adult we have only 206
in our bodies. The reason? Some bones fuse together later.



BY THEO EMERY
Associated Press Writer 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Gay couples began
exchanging vows here Monday, marking the first time a
state has granted gays and lesbians the right to marry and
making the United States one of four countries where
homosexuals can legally wed. 

Tanya McCloskey, 52 and Marcia Kadish, 56, of
Malden, went at a breakneck pace to fill out paperwork,
get a waiver from the usual three-day waiting period,
then return to city hall. 

At 9:15 a.m., Cambridge City Clerk Margaret Drury
told the couple: “I now pronounce you married under the
laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.” 

It was among the first same-sex weddings anticipated
to take place throughout the state on Monday, the day
that under a court order same-sex couples could wed. 

“It was really important to us to just be married. We
want to be married as soon as we possibly can. Part of it
is, we don’t know what the Legislature is going to do,”
McCloskey said. 

In neighboring Boston, the lead plaintiffs in the law-
suit that led to the landmark ruling — Hillary and Julie
Goodridge — began the process of getting a marriage
license so they could be married later in the day. 

It was three years ago that they were turned away from
Boston City Hall when they sought a marriage license. This
time, Mayor Thomas Menino greeted them personally. 

“Once again, we’ve broken down a barrier in the city
of Boston and the state of Massachusetts,” Menino said.
“That’s what it’s all about.” 

The moves came against the backdrop of scattered
protests but a largely festive party atmosphere. 

“I’m proud of this state,” said John Meuneir, 43, of
Boston, who arrived at City Hall in Boston with his part-
ner, Jim Flanagan, 42, more than two hours before the
scheduled 8 a.m opening. 

In Cambridge, more than 260 couples filled out appli-
cation forms for marriage licenses in the wee hours. A
throng that police estimated was more than 5,000 people
converged on city hall, including some heterosexuals
there to witness history in the making. 

Massachusetts was thrust into the center of a nation-
wide debate on gay marriage when the state’s Supreme
Judicial Court issued its narrow 4-3 ruling in November
that gays and lesbians had a right under the state consti-
tution to wed. 

In the days leading up to Monday’s deadline for same-
sex weddings to begin, opponents looked to the federal
courts for help in overturning the Supreme Judicial
Court’s ruling. On Friday, the U.S. Supreme Court
declined to intervene. 

The SJC’s ruling touched off a frenzy of gay-marriages
across the country earlier this year, emboldening officials
in San Francisco, upstate New York, and Portland, Ore.,
to issue marriage licenses as acts of civil disobedience.
Even though courts ordered a halt to the wedding march,
opponents pushed for a federal constitutional ban on gay
marriage, which President Bush has endorsed. 

The SJC’s ruling also galvanized opponents of gay
marriage in Massachusetts, prompting lawmakers in this
heavily Democratic, Roman Catholic state to adopt a
state constitutional amendment that would ban same-sex
marriage but legalize Vermont-style civil unions. The
earliest it could wind up on the ballot is 2006. 

Massachusetts joins the Netherlands, Belgium and
Canada’s three most populous provinces as the only
places in the world where gays can marry. The rest of
Canada is expected to follow soon. 

The city of Cambridge, a liberal bastion that is home
to Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, opened its doors to couples at midnight, and

remained open until about 4:30 a.m. to accommodate the
people who flocked there to make history. 

The first couple to receive marriage paperwork was
Marcia Hams, 56, and her partner, Susan Shepherd, 52,
of Cambridge. After 27 years together, they sat at a table
across from a city official shortly after midnight, filling
out forms as their adult son looked on. 

“I feel really overwhelmed,” Hams said as they left
the clerk’s office and walked through a throng of
reporters. “I could collapse at this point.” 

About 15 protesters, most from Topeka, Kan.-based
Westboro Baptist Church, stood near City Hall carrying
signs with anti-gay slogans. The group, led by the Rev.
Fred Phelps Sr., travels around the country protesting
homosexuality. 

Ray McNulty, a spokesman for the Massachusetts
Family Institute, one of the leading organizers of opposi-
tion to same-sex marriage, criticized some of the protest-
ers, saying there was no need for hateful speech. 

“What’s going on down there is legal, and as far as I’m
concerned, give those people their happiness for the day,”
McNulty said. 

Out-of-state gay couples are likely to challenge
Massachusetts’ 1913 marriage statute, which bars out-of-
state couples from marrying in Massachusetts if the
union would be illegal in their home state. Gov. Mitt
Romney, a gay-marriage opponent, has said the law will
be enforced and clerks who give licenses to nonresidents
may face legal implications. 

Local officials in Provincetown, Worcester and
Somerville, have said they will not enforce Romney’s
order and will give licenses to any couples who ask, as
long as they sign the customary affidavit attesting that
they know of no impediment to their marriage. 

Sure enough, Chris McCary, 43, and his partner of six
years, John Sullivan, 37, of Anniston, Ala., were first in line
outside town hall in Provincetown on Monday morning. 

“This is the most important day of my life,” said
McCary. 

Both sides in the debate say the issue may figure
prominently in the November elections across the country. 

Candidates for Congress could face pressure to
explain their position on a proposed federal constitution-
al amendment that would ban gay marriage, and voters in
several states will consider similar amendments to their
state constitutions. 

Married couples are entitled to hundreds of right and
protections under Massachusetts law, including the abili-
ty to file joint state tax returns, automatic preference for
making medical decisions for a disabled spouse and
workers’ compensation benefits. But other rights, such as
the ability to jointly file a federal tax return, are not avail-
able because federal law defines marriage as between a
man and a woman. 

(Associated Press writers Jennifer Peter, Martin
Finucane, Ken Maguire, Trudy Tynan and Matt Pitta
contributed to this story). 
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Air tanker grounding unfair, dangerous, firm says
BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — A California
company that supplied more than a third
of the heavy firefighting air tankers
grounded by the government said Monday
it is unfairly being lumped in with a
Wyoming firm responsible for most of the
catastrophic accidents. 

The U.S. Forest Service and Interior
Department this month canceled all con-
tracts for use of 33 air tankers that usually
drop retardant on fires during the summer,
citing safety concerns after two planes
broke up in midair in 2002. 

“We have been unjustifiably put in the
same category as the company that is
responsible for five of the six structural

accidents that have occurred in the last 30
years,” said Terry Unsworth, president
and chief executive of Aero Union Corp.
of Chico. 

Both of the deadly 2002 accidents over
California and Colorado involved aircraft
operated by Hawkins & Powers Aviation
Inc. of Greybull, Wyo. Both planes lost
their wings in mid-flight while dropping
fire retardant. 

An Associated Press investigation
found Hawkins & Powers had a long his-
tory of crashes and safety problems. By
contrast, air tanker pilots, industry experts
and a government inspector called Aero
Union an example of a company that was
able to maintain high standards while
competing for government low bids. 

Aero Union says it has been able to

avoid problems by upgrading its planes
and training its pilots. Court records show
the company spent $3 million to modify
each old military plane it obtained from
the government. 

Unsworth complained that his compa-
ny wasn’t consulted nor its operations
inspected before the National
Transportation Safety Board, Interior
Department and Forest Service decided
they can’t guarantee that the old air
tankers can be safety operated. 

The company plans to fight the deci-
sion by seeking support of congressmen
who are concerned about similar compa-
nies in other states, and who say ground-
ing the heavy air tankers imperils fire-
fighting efforts. 

The government says it can function

using helicopters, smaller planes and mil-
itary aircraft, though the Interior and
Agriculture departments now say they
may reinstate some of the large tankers if
the Federal Aviation Administration
agrees to certify they are safe. 

In the meantime, the grounding is hav-
ing a “devastating effect” on Aero Union,
which will lay off many of its employees,
Unsworth said. 

Hawkins & Powers referred calls for
comment to a spokeswoman who was said
to be unavailable, and who did not return
a voice mail message. 

Meanwhile, Monday marked the offi-
cial start of fire season began for all of
California south of Sacramento. Fire sea-
son in the rest of the state is expected to
begin June 1. 

Same-sex couples begin marrying in Massachusetts

DID YOU KNOW?: Klezmer music is derived from two
Hebrew words, clay and zimmer, meaning “vessel of music.”
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Stay Tuned
To Santa Monica City Council

BUDGET STUDY SESSIONS
May 25, 26 & 27
6:00 p.m., City Hall, 1685 Main Street

Prestentations on the proposed 2004-05 city budget will air on:

•City TV Channel 16
Live Cablecast beginning at 6 p.m.

•www.santa-monica.org
Live Netcast beginning at 6 p.m.

•KCRW, 89.9 FM
Live Radio Broadcast at 6 p.m.

The proposed 2004-05 city budget, reflecting communirt priorities,
revenue enhancements and budget cuts necessitated primarily by
uncertainties generated at the state level, is available on-line at
www.santa-monica.org and at all library branches and the City
Clerk’s Office at City Hall.

City Hall is accessible to persons with disabilites
and is served by Big Blue Bus lines 2, 3 and 8

Adoption of the 2004-05 budget
preceded by a public hearing, is

scheduled for june15, 2004

REACH OVER
100,000 HOMEOWNERS

at the 50TH Annual

Southern California’s
Largest Home Show

• Over 1,000 Retailers, wholesalers &
manufactuers

• 11 full size model homes constructed in
the convention center

Limited premium booth space
available

For more information call David
Mockus at: 1.800.442.7469 x307

Guest
Speaker
Carson

Kressley
from

Queer
Eye for

the
Straight

Guy

BY EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK — The U.N. nuclear chief
called for a major overhaul of global meas-
ures to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons, warning that “extremist terror-
ists” and several insecure countries still
want to get their hands on nuclear material. 

Mohamed ElBaradei complained that
the international community isn’t think-
ing “outside the box” about trying to cre-
ate a globally secure system where people
can live peacefully without relying on
nuclear weapons. 

In the post-Cold War world, especially
after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
he said many countries feel that security
can only come through nuclear weapons,
and “we have realized there is a new
group of people, the so-called extremist
terrorists ... who would like to get their
hands on some of this (nuclear) material.” 

North Korea is the top global security
problem, and the way the international
community responds to that country’s
nuclear program will be an important
precedent for other would-be prolifera-
tors, ElBaradei said. 

As far as countries that believe they
will be more secure with nuclear
weapons, ElBaradei argued that “if a
group of terrorists developed their own
weapons right now, no matter how much
horrific weaponry you have in your arse-
nal, it will not protect you.” 

“So we need a better system of securi-
ty ... that does not rely on horrific
weapons, which won’t protect you or any-
one else,” he said. 

During an hour-long question-and-
answer session at the Council on Foreign
Relations, ElBaradei repeatedly returned
to this long-term challenge. But he said
there were also short-term measures that
should be taken to better protect nuclear
material, prevent its export and give addi-
tional authority to the International
Atomic Energy Agency, which he heads. 

He criticized the U.N. Security Council
for not even expressing concern when
North Korea withdrew from the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty — the corner-
stone of global efforts to control the
spread of nuclear weapons. 

“If a country is walking out of the sys-
tem, they are saying, ‘we are getting out
to exercise our option to develop nuclear

weapons.’ If that is not a threat to interna-
tional peace and security, what is?,”
ElBaradei asked. 

He said a truly successful global
regime must include all countries, noting
that three de facto nuclear weapons states
— India, Pakistan and Israel — aren’t
parties to the treaty. He also lamented that
seven years after an additional protocol
was adopted allowing intrusive inspec-
tions, more than 100 countries still
haven’t signed it. 

Still, ElBaradei said he wants to sup-
plement the treaty to make it more effec-
tive, and one of his proposals will be a
worldwide moratorium or ban on the
development of plutonium and highly
enriched uranium, the building blocks of
nuclear weapons. 

“In the next couple of months, I’m
establishing a group of experts to look
into how we can develop a better system
of security with regard to enrichment and
reprocessing,” he said. 

With 100 facilities in 40 countries
using highly enriched uranium, he said it
was also time for “a clean-up” of this
nuclear material. 

U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham is planning to go to Vienna,
where the IAEA is based, to launch a
global clean-up of all the highly enriched
uranium from civilian reactors, he said. 

“Ideally, I’d like to see the non-prolif-
eration regime treated the way we treat
genocide — that whether you’re in or out
of the treaty, you are banned from devel-
oping nuclear weapons or weapons of
mass destruction,” ElBaradei said. 

“We’re far away from that,” he lamented. 
ElBaradei, who is scheduled to present

an assessment of Iran’s nuclear activities
to the IAEA board of governors in June,
said his inspectors are getting the access
they want but need additional information. 

On Libya, ElBaradei said he believes
Moammar Gadhafi’s decision to stop pro-
grams for developing weapons of mass
destruction was a result of “the change of
the whole international landscape” rather
than the Iraq war. 

“I think he has concluded that it’s in
their interest to regularize relationships in
the West” partly because years of sanction
have hurt Libya’s economy, he said. 

U.N. nuclear chief calls
for overhaul to prevent
spread of nuke weapons

HOW
can you get the power of email

working for your business?
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Iraq could end up as central election issue 
BY TOM RAUM 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The turmoil in Iraq is
changing the political equation for President
Bush and Democratic rival John Kerry. 

While the war is eroding public support
for Bush, it is also making it harder for
Kerry to define himself for voters or pro-
mote his domestic priorities. 

Strategists from both parties had sug-
gested the election probably would come
down to a few states, perhaps turning on
different issues in different states. 

Some analysts now are suggesting the
race could broaden into a national referen-
dum on Bush’s Iraq policy. 

As president, Bush has the ability to
drive Iraq news coverage; for example,
his decision to send his embattled defense
secretary, Donald H. Rumsfeld to Iraq for
a surprise visit last week. 

With fewer options as the challenger,
Kerry has called for Rumsfeld’s resigna-
tion and accused Bush of running an
“extraordinarily mismanaged and ineptly
prosecuted war.” 

Those in Kerry’s camp have expressed
delight at recent polls showing Bush’s
approval rating at the lowest of his presi-
dency. But Bush’s drop in the polls has not
translated directly into a surge for Kerry. 

Also, the Massachusetts senator has
had to walk a cautious line as he decides
how hard to go after Bush as commander

in chief without risking a backlash. 
Kerry already has drawn criticism from

Republicans who accuse him of politiciz-
ing the prisoner-abuse issue. 

“To suggest that this is a political issue
is to fundamentally misunderstand the
gravity of the situation,” said Kerry poll-
ster Mark Mellman. “Voters recognize
that this is a very serious issue. They rec-
ognize that Republicans are raising ques-
tions, that independents are raising ques-
tions, that all Americans are raising ques-
tions about this.” 

Images of Iraqi prisoner abuse by U.S.
soldiers, the gruesome deaths of American
civilians at the hands of Iraqi militants, a ris-
ing death toll and other calamities have over-
taken the political agendas of both parties. 

Bush and Kerry spent last week stress-
ing domestic issues. Bush campaigned on
education, Kerry on health care. 

It was hard for their message to get out
when local and regional news increasingly is

influenced by pictures and stories from Iraq. 
A story on Rumsfeld’s visit to Baghdad

was the top front-page story, for instance,
in Friday’s Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.
An account of Kerry’s visit to Little Rock
on Thursday received lesser billing. 

Working to Kerry’s apparent advan-
tage, and to Bush’s disadvantage: Some
conservative lawmakers and commenta-
tors have been expressing misgivings over
the Iraq mission, citing intelligence lapses
and Pentagon decision-making. 

Bush sought to address their concerns in a
speech to the American Conservative Union
on Thursday in which he assured his audi-
ence he shared their conservative values. 

That Bush has to court core supporters
this late in the election cycle could indi-
cate trouble. 

Democrats immediately pounced.
“Now he has to go back and spend time
shoring up his base,” said Democratic
party chief Terry McAuliffe. 

Political analysts suggest Bush needs
to do more to court independents and
other swing voters. 

Polls show that more people are
becoming disillusioned by the war. So far,
however, that has not particularly benefit-
ed Kerry. 

A poll released Wednesday by the Pew
Research Center found that a majority of
respondents — 51 percent — said for the
first time that the war in Iraq was not
going well. 

Pew Director Andrew Kohut said in an
interview that there are “a lot of inde-
pendent and swing voters” who could
decide the election, but that Kerry has
been having difficulty making inroads
because their attention is on the president. 

Voters must first decide whether Bush
deserves re-election before determining
whether Kerry is a qualified alternative,
Kohut said. That could give high impor-
tance to this fall’s televised debates. 

Iraq also may command more attention
because the economy, which usually is the
No. 1 election issue, seems to be recovering
after years of weakness. Job growth, for
example was strong in March and April. 

Of course, Iraq cannot continue to
work against both Bush and Kerry. As
Bush’s father, the former president, once
observed, the thing about undecided vot-
ers is that “eventually they’ll go one way
or the other.”

“To suggest that this is a political
issue is to fundamentally misunderstand

the gravity of the situation.”

– MARK MELLMAN
Kerry pollster
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Rice pushes for peace
By The Associated Press

BERLIN — National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice met Monday
with Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed
Qureia in talks that are part of a fresh
push by Washington to bring about
Palestinian statehood and restore move-
ment to Mideast peace efforts. 

Rice, who held the talks during a trip
that also is focusing on Iraq, renewed
U.S. backing for a Palestinian state ahead
of the meeting. She said in a television
interview Sunday that she would tell
Qureia the Palestinians must build
“accountable political and economic
institutions” under a prime minister with
full authority. 

“We are ready to be full partners with
the Palestinians in doing that,” she told
Germany’s ARD television. “We need
movement from the Palestinians on those
elements of the road map.” 

Neither Rice nor Qureia made any
comment as they arrived for Monday’s
talks. 

The pain still felt in Miss.
By The Associated Press

MONEY, Miss. — The murder of 14-
year-old Emmett Till in 1955 shocked a
nation and galvanized the civil rights
movement, yet the memory of the racial
killing wasn’t always kept alive in the
place where he died. 

This Mississippi Delta community
kept its infamous history quiet long after
the trial of two white men, who later
admitted to the killing, had been inserted
into textbooks. 

Last week, the U.S. Justice
Department announced plans to reopen
the Till investigation. A black Mississippi
district attorney will take the lead in the
case. 

On Aug. 28, 1955, Till was pulled
from his uncle’s home after the teenager
reportedly whistled at the wife of Roy
Bryant outside the old store. Till was

taken to nearby Tallahatchie County and
beaten. 

His body was discovered three days
later in the Tallahatchie River — eye
detached, ear missing. Till’s body was
rendered unrecognizable, except for a
ring on his hand. 

The discovery of the body led to the
arrests of Bryant and J.W. Milam, who
admitted they had kidnapped Till but said
they had released him unharmed. 

An all-white, all-male jury in Sumner
acquitted Bryant and Milam of the charge
on Sept. 23, 1955. The two, now
deceased, confessed to the killing months
later in Look magazine. 

Transportation bill may be too
good to be true for some
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It’s legislation
dear to the hearts of politicians: a high-
way spending bill spreading jobs and
economic benefits throughout the coun-
try. But even such a popular measure
can’t get traction this year against a
White House that insists the bill is just
too much of a good thing. 

Nearly eight months have passed since
the last six-year, $218 billion highway
and transit plan expired. Congress has
approved three temporary measures to
keep federal grants to the states at the old
spending level while it struggles, without
success, to come up with a new plan. 

There’s wide agreement that current
spending is inadequate to deal with the
nation’s unsafe, congested and deteriorat-
ing transportation system. The
Transportation Department has suggested
a figure of $375 billion over the 2004-
2009 period is needed. 

The White House, however, set a $256
billion ceiling on the bill while suggest-
ing it might accept $275 billion if
Congress could do it without increasing
the deficit. 

Administration officials say President
Bush would exercise his first veto if he is
sent either the $318 billion bill passed by

the Senate or a $284 billion version
passed by the House. 

The Republic rejoicing
By The Associated Press

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican
Republic — Former Dominican leader
Leonel Fernandez reclaimed the presidency
in a vote that reflected frustration with the
nation’s worst economic crisis in decades,
sending his supporters dancing in the streets
of Santo Domingo on Monday. 

Fernandez praised incumbent
President Hipolito Mejia for his “good
sense and generosity” in promptly con-
ceding defeat in Sunday’s vote, calling it
a victory for democracy in a country
where past votes have been tainted by
fraud. 

Fernandez, who was president from
1996-2000, greeted followers with hearty
embraces while revelers rode through the
streets in caravans, hanging out car win-
dows and waving purple-and-yellow
party flags. 

Hundreds danced outside his party
headquarters to a merengue beat, scream-
ing the campaign slogan: “Out they go!” 

The phrase resonated with
Dominicans desperate for relief from a
severe economic downturn. Under Mejia,
prices of staples such as eggs and rice
tripled or quadrupled as the peso’s value
plunged. Thousands of jobs have disap-
peared, and those with work often com-
plain their pay can’t keep up with rising
costs. 

Lewis and Clark making a
comeback with public
By The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Like aging rock stars
on a comeback tour, explorers
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark are
enjoying a huge surge in popularity. 

America this week celebrates the
bicentennial of the expedition’s departure
from the St. Louis region, when the
explorers and a roughly 40-member crew

set off to explore the Louisiana Territory
and seek a Northwest Passage to the
Pacific Ocean. 

The explorers logged about 8,000
miles as they navigated the Missouri
River, crossed the Rocky Mountains,
reached the Pacific and returned with
knowledge of the land and its natives. 

“I think it’s perhaps the most impor-
tant story in our history,” said Scott
Mandrell, 38, who portrays Meriwether
Lewis nationwide. 

He and other re-enactors with The
Discovery Expedition of St. Charles,
from the city about 25 miles northwest of
St. Louis, are expected at dozens of
bicentennial events. 

American Indians are participating in
many of the events and educating visitors
about their history and traditions. Other
tribes are keeping their distance, noting
that the arrival of the white explorers
marked the beginning of the end of the
Indian way of life. 

Military shifts away from S. Korea
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a sign of the
Iraq war’s increasing strain on the U.S.
Army, the Pentagon is considering an
extraordinary shift of troops to Iraq from
their garrisons in South Korea, where
they have stood guard for decades against
a feared invasion by forces of communist
North Korea, officials say. 

The move reflects not only the Army’s
difficulty in finding enough soldiers for
the next rotation of forces into Iraq later
this year but also Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld’s push for greater
flexibility in deploying troops based any-
where in the world, including the Korean
peninsula. 

The U.S. commitment to defending
South Korea is the most enduring of its
kind, after the collapse of the former
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact that
threatened Europe until it dissolved in
1991. U.S. forces saved South Korea
after the North invaded without warning
in June 1950. 

South Korean officials offered the first
word Sunday that the United States want-
ed to move some of the 37,000 U.S.
troops stationed there to Iraq, and
Pentagon officials confirmed that talks
were under way. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard garden 
visible to the community, the fountain will be a respite for those seeking faith, peace and 

hope amongst the challenges of the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy

The fountain is a tribute to the love and
joy that graced Kristi's life and the 

community which gave so generously 
during the search for Kristi prior to 

finding her body in the Hollywood hills.

The fountain is a tribute to the love and
joy that graced Kristi's life and the 

community which gave so generously 
during the search for Kristi prior to 

finding her body in the Hollywood hills.

“Home of L.A.’s Most Famous
English High Tea”

Since 1986

Open 7 Days — 11a.m. to 6 p.m.
ZAGAT’S 2001 AWARD OF DISTINCTION

355 S. Robertson Blvd.
Beverly Hills

(310) 652-0624
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

COMICS

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd., Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

FREE ROOM
call for details

State-of-the-art, High Pressure Truck Mount
Professional Grade Cleaning • On time guarantee

OLD SCHOOL
STEAM-CLEANING

BLUE RIBBON
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

locally owned and operated • 310-729-2931

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

Sake or Beer
Buy 1, Get Second Free

(Same or less value) One coupon per customer per visit

Sushi & Roll
Buy 1 Get Second Item Free

(Same or less value) One coupon per customer per visit

Exp. Dec. 31, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
MON - WED  11:00AM - 10:30PM
THUR - SAT  11:00AM - 11:30PM
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.
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Sales/Excellent Service Dept.
11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. (between Sepulveda & Sawtelle)

www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121
Serving Your Family for 21 Years

‘98 Dodge Neon Highline
Auto Trans, AC, Low miles

Vin# 340944 $3,995

2000 Hyundai Sonata
Loaded. 44K orig. mi.
Vin# 265094 $6,995

’98 Honda Civic EX
Dk. Green, Loaded, Auto
Trans, 4DR, Moon Roof
Vin# 503217  $8,995

’98 Ford Explorer XLT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles

Vin#A23720 $10,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

A Good Mechanic is Like A Good Computer Guy:
“Indispensible”

Tom Flynn is the Best  on the Westside!

TTTT HHHH EEEE     WWWW EEEE SSSS TTTT SSSS IIII DDDD EEEE ’’’’ SSSS     MMMM OOOO SSSS TTTT
CCCC OOOO MMMM PPPP RRRR EEEE HHHH EEEE NNNN SSSS IIII VVVV EEEE     OOOO IIII LLLL     CCCC HHHH AAAA NNNN GGGG EEEE

only $35.00
(most cars)

Plus Grand Prix’s 50-PT Safety Check

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good

GRADUATION SALE SERVICE

Come in now. 
Your next oil change is

FREE!

Vehicles for sale

Employment
$100,000 POTENTIAL. Sales 
pro’s w/interest in coins & 
collectibles. Can earn100K+ as 
account reps w/Superior 
Galleries. We are the oldest 
and largest rare coin dealer in 
the West. 20K existing clients.
No cold calling.Base+Comm.
Beverly Hills location. Huge 
upside for right individual.
E-mail Richard S@SGBH.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
P/T flex. hrs, beach location, 
computer, filing, errands. email 
resume bellholdings@aol.com.
Fax: (310)396-6549.

AUTO MECHANIC
Experienced Only. Foreign and 
Domestic autos. State of the art 
shop in West LA. Great working
environment. 310-397-2121

F/T BUS DRIVER for Sunrise 
Assisted Living in Santa Monica
Requirements: Class B License
& caring heart. Work in great 
place with great people. Fax 
resume:310-899-6867 Apply  at 
1312 15th Street

F/T HARDWARE Store Sales 
Associate & Cashier headed 

w/ experience Pacific 
Palisades store, call 

Manager at
310-454-4116

FUN P/T JOBS!
No sales. Seeking motivated 

merchandisers in Santa 
Monica area. Flexible 

morning hours M-F, 10-15 
hours a week.

Need vehicle,DL & 
Insurance. Hourly salary 

plus mileage. 800-216-7909
Follow prompts and enter 

ext.710 Leave message with 
City of residence.

Employment
GAS STATION Boat Dock 
needs PT/FT for MDR Harbor
call Randy or Sue 
310-823-2444

GIVE OF YOURSELF! Ameri-
can Cancer Society Discovery 
Shop in Brentwood Country 
Mart is extending its hours & 
needs your help! 2-4 Hours 
Weekly Terry/Hannah
310-458-4490

MAJOR ACTION/COIN Co.
Beverly Hills location seeks 
Admin/Marketing Asst. to 
support growing organization.
Detail oriented w/strong 
org/phone/computer skills to 
35K e-mail resume to:
RichardS@SGBH.com

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks 
valet parkers. Experience 
preferred, no placement 
agency.310-214-1888

MORTGAGE BANKING
Assistant P/T 10am-4pm 
Mon-Fri Assist commercial 
loan officer w/adminstrative 
tasks. Good pay. Email 
resume   w/cover letter to 
DSpinelli@gemb.com

NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their 
Sales Department!! Flexible 
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn 
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at 
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our 
website: goymt.com

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

Employment
P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in CulverCity.
310-313-5394ext.4# Andrea

P/T SALES for Brentwood 
Photography Company.

Exisitng client base only.
Mon-Thurs 5pm-8pm $12/hr
Call for appt. 310-260-2445

PT/FT WORK ON Food cart, 
Venice Beach Boardwalk,  good 
pay, fun job.
Call (310)430-0468.

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

SANTA MONICA Nail & Hair
Salon has 4 hair stations for 
rent.$395/mo or Commission 
Plus a Facial/ Waxing Room for 
rent. 2106 Wilshire Boulevard   
310-829-5944

SIGN INSTALLER: Will train.
We are an equal opportunity 

employer that installs 
commercial advertising 
signs on the inside and 

outside of 
buses. We are a drug-free 

workplace & perform 
pre-employment drug 

screens and background 
checks.This is a F/T posi-
tion working 8pm-4:30am 

Sun-Thurs. (This job is 
located in Santa Monica) We 

offer a starting wage of 
$10/hr & a competitive bene-
fits package. For information 

or applications please 
contact Sharon Nygoyen:

562-801-3597(P);
562-801-5569 (F);

Sharon@s.perez.com; or
11803 E. Smith Ave, Santa 

Fe Springs, CA 90670

WLA LAWFIRM seeks P/T 
Bookkeeper/Office Manager
25-30hrs/wk. Must be proficient
in Quickbooks,Timeslips7,and 
WP9 Fax resume 310-820-4005

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

For Sale
7 FT Down Sofa, Moss green 
w/piping-$700 Oversized 
matching chair, $300
310-968-1523

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

LIGHT WOOD, Contemporary 
dining table,6 chairs,2 leafs
$1200. Double pillowtop bed
with mattress $100.
310-968-1523

T.V. SONY Console, $95, 27”
T.V. $85-1984 Toyota-AS IS 
$400, A/C 6K $85, 20 Pictures 
&Paintings $2000
310-278-1683

Furniture

MATTRESS! TWIN & Full Sets
$89-$99! Pillowtop $1255! 
12-20yr Warranties We’ll beat 
any advertised price!
323-757-8927

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,

(ID#A29098) $15,995

’00 Isuzu Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise
(ID#4337000) $8,995 

’99 Dodge Quad Cab
Pick Up, Oversize Tires &
Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp

(ID#610134) 

’99 Ford Explorer 
Red, A/C, Leather

(ID#71978) $10,995 

’97 Ford Ranger 
Supercab, 4x4, Auto, Alloys

(ID#PA09009) $7,995 

’02 Chevy Tahoe LT 
(ID#R193678) $23,895

’02 Ford Sport Track 
Low Miles, V6, P/W, P/L, Tilt,

Cruise, Tonueau Cover
(ID#2UD41782) $19,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

1990 FORD Aerostar Cargo 
Van Low miles, priced to sell.
$1400-OBO  310-393-1117

1997 DODGE Ram Van 2500
Series 5J21398 Cracked head
gasket $1700-OBO
818-787-2000

‘94 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
Limited Edition 4x4 Leather 82k 
Miles, CLEAN! One owner-Must
See! 310-459-3757pp $6950

ELECTRIC
BIKE RENTAL

$35 PER DAY

@ TRANS-PORT-STATION

3127 N. Lincoln Blvd.
310-399-3392

TOYOTA 4RUNNER 2004SR5
4x2 1400 Miles,Titanium 
Metallic, Leather Interior 7yr 
Warranty- $27,900pp  
310-459-3757

Vehicles for sale

’96 PLYMOUTH 
GRAND VOYAGER SE

Rear Air, Many Extras, Must See
VIN 484227 $4995

‘98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE

Loaded, Many Extras, Low Miles
VIN 530531 $8995

‘98 DODGE NEON
Low Miles, New Tires
VIN 640909 $4995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local Car

VIN 801616 $4995

‘94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner,
Excellent Condition
VIN 277493 $3995

’95 SATURN SL2
Good Transportation
VIN 392250 $4000

’89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
One Owner, Good Car

VIN 394894 $3995

’65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $4500

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

SALE
VOLKSWAGEN
SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER
IS OFFERING LOW AS

1.9% APR
LIMITED FINANCING

on approved credit

TOLL FREE!          800-273-4507

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

Mercedes Benz C230

vin A599628

1998 - Low Miles

$13,500

Mercedes Benz S420

vin A098266

1993 - $15,500

Mercedes Benz E320

vin C128399

1994 - $7,500

2042 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
W. Los Angeles

(310) 477-6739

SEHMI MOTORS
sales and service 

Mercede Benz

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

OFFICIAL LEXUS FACTORY
Lease Return Purchasing
Center. We Have an
Abundant Supply of Certified
Off Lease Vehicles For Sale!

800-273-4507
1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

Instruction
SWIMMING LESSONS Any 
Age, Any Level 7yrs Experience
Call for Info 310-403-9356

Vehicles for sale

ADVERTISE!

310-458-7737
Santa Monica Daily Press
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TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
Is seeking a qualified Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE) Subcontractors

(MBE/WBE/DBE Firms also encouraged to respond) Interested in bidding as Subcontractors
in all construction trades for the 

Santa Monica College
LIBERAL ARTS - NORTH UNIT (RE-BID) Earthquake Replacement,

Santa Monica, CA
Bid date: Tuesday, May 25, 2004 @ 2:00 pm

SUBBIDS DUE no later than Monday, May 24, 2004 @ 12:00 noon

THEATRE ARTS RENOVATION, Santa Monica, CA
Bid date: Wednesday, May 26, 2004 @ 2:00 pm

SUBBIDS DUE no later than Tuesday, May 25, 2004 @ 12:00 noon

Plans/Specs are available for review in Turner offices 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

Firms interested in bidding should contact
Turner Construction Company 
555 West Fifth Street, 37th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90013  
Attention: Saad Daghestani

213 891-3115 FAX 213 486-9837

For technical questions please contract:
Liberal Arts: Catherine Wong - 213 891-3063 cwong@tcco.com

Theatre: Bert Bertanyi - 805 432-4949 bbertanyi@tcco.com
DVBE Firms must submit proof of certification as DVBE. Bonding will not be required. These projects require

the payment of prevailing wages and the submittal of weekly certified payroll reports.
Turner is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CA LICENSE NO. 210639

Announcements

UCLA Center for Human Nutrition

is looking for volunteers for a medically-supervised research study
to evaluate:

“The effectiveness of a High Protein Meal Prelacement Plan vs. a
Standard Protein Meal Replacement in Overweight Subjects.”

Participation will last approximately1 year (including screening) which includes blood
draws, a physical exam, body composition analysis, and EKG, completing questionnaires

and diaries and dietary counseling. Participants will be randomly assigned to follow either
a standard protein meal replacement plan ( consisting of 1/2) gram of protein per pound

of lean body mass,) or higher protein meal replacement plan (consisting of 1 gram of pro-
tein per pound of lean body mass) using Herbalife products. All participants will receive

meal replacements at no cost. Participants will be paid up to $250.

For more information call: (310) 206-8292  Study conducted by Zhaoping LI, MD

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE IF YOU ARE:

IN GOOD HEALTH

30 or more YEARS OF AGE

AT LEAST 35 POUNDS OVERWEIGHT

Health/Beauty

SONIA WILLIAMS
*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*

*Palm Reader*

*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099

Personals

Instruction
TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION 
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical 
response method, 
(songs/games) ADULTS 
Communicative grammar and 
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

Wanted
IRISH LICENSED Vocational 
Nurse seeks small room.
Exchange +rent, peaceful 
environment, hours flexible
818-378-2378

PIANO TEACHER Wanted, 
looking for a patient piano 
teacher for lesons in my home 
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Rabbit Rescue Group needs 
help caring for abandoned 
bunnies!Adoptions,Foster,
Transport. 310-713-2478

For Rent
SANTA MONICA Cottage, 2+1, 
r/s, w/d, yard, blks to beach, 
remodeled unit. $1495

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850, 
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit, 
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

BEVERLY HILLS Adj. 2bd1ba
$1375/mo 1474 S. Crest Dr.
Stove, carpet, blinds, garage 
parking, No pets 310-578-7512

Casa Loma Apartments

101 Dudley Ave.
Venice Beach Unf. Single
(Completely Remodeled)

$1095.00
FIRST MONTH FREE!

PARKING FREE!
UTILITIES FREE!

Sorry no pets, single occupancy only. Free 

month requires security deposit & 1 year lease.

Call Edward Romero 1-888-399-1166

or sunnibill@juno.com

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT  INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

For Rent

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOME IN Marina Del Rey, 
2+2+Den with private yard, 
shed and automatic gate for 
three cars. The house itself has 
hardwood floors and a full 
kitchen with a  dishwasher and 
outdoor laundry on a patio.
$2500  310-466-9256

HOWARD MANAGEMENT
GROUP

310-869-0468
SANTA MONICA

AVAILABLE RENTALS

2+1.5 Bath 1214 Idaho Ave.
Completely Remodeled!

Laundry, $2195/MO

1037 5th Street 2+2, Upper
Great condition-$1875/MO
2 Car tandem prkg, laundry.

howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1350 Upper2+1
Redone w/everything new.
Maple kitchen,crown moulding, 
stove, dishwasher, microwave,
parking 310-450-5476

MAR VISTA 2bd 1.5ba 
$1100/mo Townhouse style, 
washer/dryer hook-ups, stove, 
patio, intercom entry,gated 
parking, No pets 310-967-4471

MAR VISTA VERY BRIGHT
and large 2 bd 2 ba with wrap-
around balcony,two fireplaces,
lots of closets and loft like ceil-
ings. Must see! Modern. 1yr 
lease. No pets. $1650  
310-466-9256

MARINA DEL Rey 2bd 1bath
Pets OK, $2250/mo. Large 
yard with deck & jacuzzi.

Hardwood floors & fireplace,
landscaping,

fresh paint & garage. 6 
Month lease, available June 

1st.
310-312-3898

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated 
building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, 
newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng, 
1 year lease,no pets $1550
310-578-9729

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove. Block from 
beach. 2 car parking, 1 year 
lease, no pets. $1950  
310-466-9256

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1995/mo Upper, 2+2, balcony, 
bright, spacious, totally 
renovated, Parking, no pets, n/s
310-476-4181

PALMS 2+1 $1200/mo, stove, 
fridge, blinds, laundry, parking,
3633 Keystone Ave. No pets,
310-578-7512

SANTA MONICA $1475/mo.
1248 11th Street unit  F  2BD 
1.5BA  blinds,carpet,laundry,
parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA $2550/mo 
front unit, condo w/garden, 2bd 
2ba, built-in kitchen, garage,
817 6th Street,  Mike  
626-482-0787

SANTA MONICA $595 
Bachelor/Guesthouse-New 
paint & carpet. Quiet, nice area
with utilities included.
310-450-4318

SANTA MONICA 2+1, r/s, 
balcony, hardwood floors, porch
garage, m to m, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA 2+2+loft-
Three floors. Suite-style 
bedrooms, two side-by-side ga-
raged parking. Huge common 
areas with high ceilings and 
loads of light. Fireplace, dish-
washer, lots of closet space.
Private ROOFTOP patio. 820 
Bay St.
$2595  310-466-9256

SANTA MONICA : $1480/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint, water 
paid No pets  (818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA$2300/mo 
833 5th St.#201,2BD 2BA
Stove,d/w,blinds,carpet,laundry,
pool,intercom entry, gated tan-
dem parking. No pets.
310-393-2547

SANTA MONICA, 4-plex, 2+1, 
r/s, carpets, laundry, nr. SMC,
new paint. $1275
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, Charming
1bd1ba+loft, studio/garage, 
W/D,hardwood floors,7 blocks 
to the beach! w/c pets, 
$1800/mo     310-452-7702

SANTA MONICA, duplex, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, yard, nr all, m to m, 
utilities incld. $900
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, furnished, 
1+1, fridge, stove, lg. closets, 
bright, $950
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, carpets, 
kitchen, newly painted,quiet, 
parking incld. $825
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd apt, r/s, 
balcony,patio,laundry,gated 
parking, m to m, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd house, 
pet ok, r/s, nr SMC,yard, month 
to month $550
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, stove, patio, 
yard, tiled floors, 2 closets 
parking avail. $769
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, unfurnished,
1+1, fridge, stove, carpets, pool
laundry, $995
www.westsiderentals.com

VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
brick building. Single w/ full 
kitchen and bathroom. Views of 
the ocean, laundry room, stor-
age available, water and trash 
paid. 1 year lease, no pets.
$925. (310)466-9256

VENICE BEACH lower 1+1 with 
yard, 2 blocks from the beach, 
will consider dog/cat with extra 
deposit. Washer/Dryer. street 
parking. 1 year lease. This 
apartment is beautiful and truly 
VENICE in it’s unique style.
$1250. (310)466-9256

VENICE DUPLEX 2bd 1.5ba 
upper,2 car parking, W/D 
hookups, hardwood floors and 
lots of charm. 1year lease, no 
pets, no smoking. $1525.
310-466-9256

VENICE, 1 bed+loft
Brand new totally renovated, 
high exposed beam ceilings, 
oak floors, private rooftop patio, 
balcony, new bathrooms and 
kitchen, gated building and 
parking, new landscaping and 
common areas.
$2200- 310-466-9256

VENICE, VERY NICE STUDIO,
1/2 block from beach, very 
clean, large closet. 1 year 
lease, no pets. $825
(310)466-9256

Venice: $875/mo 501 N. Venice 
3 Singles, carpets, laundry, 
utilities paid,no pets.
(310)574-6767.

Roommates
ROOM FOR Rent in the heart 
of Santa Monica on 17th Street
$700  310-428-1608

Roommates
MATURE WOMAN seeks 
rommate for beautiful Santa 
Monica 2bd/2ba $800/mo, 
shared kitchen, no pets. Call
between 10am-1pm 
310-399-2303

ROOM FOR Rent to female 
SMC student. Must be ok with 2 
small dogs.
MAHZAT@earthlink.net

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

ARTIST STUDIO,OFFICE or 
Work space,unique private 
setting, no live-ins!! Ocean Park
& 17th   $875  310-753-2621

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial Of-
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

FULL SERVICE OFFICES & 
secretarial bays available in 
upscale Santa Monica 
building. 310-883-3333

Specializing
in Leasing 
& Selling
Office &
Industrial
Buildings

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104
SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 750 sq/ft $1500/mo 
Includes utilities,private patio & 
parking   D.Keasbey  
(310)477-3192

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

TWO OFFICES for rent .
Central Tower Bldg, 1424 4th 
Street  . (310)276-3313.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate
PHOENIX, ARIZONA A  Rare
Find, Landmark Museum 
Quality 1912 Home. Exudes 
Spanish Colonial ambiance.
Located in the heart of the city.
For the true Historic Enthusiast
Only! $1.9 Million  More about 
this Beauty at:
www.askthehometeam.com OR
602-418-5299

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1090 
Remax

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted
I BUY Full Price! All Cash 
3-day close! 
800-870-5162x2003

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

BODYWORK by Paul.
Deep-tissue & Thai 
massage. Non-sexual. Only 
$40/hr. Athletes welcome.
310.741.1901.

EXPERIENCED HANDS will 
soothe your aching body.
Deeply relaxing massage,
Bundy/Montana area.
Frances  310-826-2275

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements
SENIOR HEALTH FAIR!
Free Balance Assessment,
Blood Pressure Tests, Vitals 
& Hearing Aid Tests.
Saturday May 22, 2317 
Broadway Ave. 11:30-1:30 
Lunch will be served 
310-829-2225

ARE YOU A WOMAN
WHO LOVES TO SING?
Come join the fun and add your

voice to the award-winning
Santa monica Chorus. We sing
4-part a cappella, barbershop

style. Visit now, starting Tuesday,
Just 1st, and perform with us at

our Summer celebration on
Saturday, June 26th.

Call Patti at (310) 671-1305 or
e-mail us at

SMSAsings@aol.com

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.
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Business Opps
BECOME DEBT FREE and 
Financially Secure for only $25 
a month!!   800-466-8217
ID# 18295

Health/Beauty
GET THE VERY BEST FOOD!
The Vital Zuman weekly farm 
box. 310-457-1084

Health/Beauty

PERSONAL ASSISTANTS 
IN-HOME CARE

Round the clock Services
ELDER CARE 

also
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

CLEANING
“Professional Service 

with a Personal Touch”
BLUE SKY SERVICE AGENCY

323-655-4002
blueskyserviceagency.com

Health/Beauty

BRAIDS!
HAIR EXTENSIONS!

Full Service Salon Open 
7days/week specializing in 

Caucasian & Asian Hair
5370 W. Adams Blvd.
braidsbysabrina.com

323-937-8870

Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

GET IN THE WATER!
New Custom Long Boards: $300

Professional glassing 
available for your shaped board

Limited time offer
DIRTY 

GLASSING
310.674.6741

Services

EXPERT ROOFING
& EXPERT PAINTING

Any 2 Leaks only $9900

323-252-3521  800-553-3212

SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

Services

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

Business and Residential
Experienced • Reliable • Affordable

Training • Networking • Hardware • Web Design • Software

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) 989-6677

Computer Services

3415 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 630

310-313-0900FREE CONSULTATION financialsolutionsLA.com

STOP Creditor Phone Calls
STOP Tax Liens
STOP Seizures & Garnishments

Debt Negotiation
Bankruptcy consulting
Credit Modification

Attorney Services

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Adrian St. Clare

PAINTING • FAUX • FINISHES

(310)
380-9719

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with 

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
locally owned and operated 

310-729-2931

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services
COMPANION/DRIVER 
AVAILABLE TO bring you on 
errands: Market, doctors,
etc. Excellent references,
own car 310-458-1790

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Carpentry

310-428-1602

DELIGHTFULDOMESTICS
24HR SERVICES

LIVE IN • LIVE OUT • COMPANION
BABYSITTER

NANNY

GOOD SERVICE
DISCOUNT WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

818-980-2822    818-762-0780818-980-2822    818-762-0780

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry

All Work Guaranteed

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

NURSE W/20 years 
experience & excellent 
references, available for live-in 
or out. 310-270-6183

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, 
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674 

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

Services

STAR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Deep Cleaning

2 Bdrm — $39 • 5 Room — $89
up to 800 sq. ft.

White, Off-White, Berber, Commercial.
Soiled Carpet Additional Cost.
323.871.2347 • 323.463.3488

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic.441191 
(310)578-7108.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra  
300-2100/wk? Working 10 
Hours a Week? Call 
323-632-1234

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Computer Services

AA PC Services & Repairs
Call 310-823-4787  10% Off 
First Visit for SMDP 
Readers!! Member/BBB

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home.Computer tune-up, 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Quickbooks, internet navigation, 
software installation. PO Sale 
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

Protect your expensive wardrobe

CALL MR.
MOTH BUSTER
310 216-2576

CUSTOM CEDAR LINED CLOSETS

YOUR AD  HERE
Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds

310.458.7737
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Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — Jon Stewart, host of
Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show,” told graduates at
his alma mater they have a chance to become the new
greatest generation by winning the war on terrorism. 

“Even if you don’t, you won’t have trouble surpass-
ing my generation,” he told the 2,033 graduates at the
College of William and Mary. “If you end up getting
your picture taken next to a naked pile of enemy prison-
ers and don’t give the thumbs up, you outdid us.” 

Stewart told the graduates their help is needed in “the
real world.” 

“I know we were supposed to bequeath to the next
generation a world better than the one we were handed,
so sorry,” he said. “But here’s the good news, you fix
this thing, you’re the new greatest generation, people. 

Stewart, a 1984 W&M graduate, got lots of laughs
and an honorary doctorate Sunday from the school
where he confessed he was a mediocre student. 

“What piece of wisdom can I impart to you about my
journey that will somehow ease your transition from
college back to your parents’ basement?” he asked. 

With Stewart as the host, “The Daily Show” has won
several Emmys and a Peabody Award. Using the format
of a newscast, the comedy show skewers not only politi-
cians, but the reporters who cover them. 

LOS ANGELES — It’s a boy — and a boy — for
Oscar-winning actress Geena Davis. 

The 47-year-old star of “Thelma & Louise” gave
birth to twin boys at a Los Angeles hospital, publicist
Paul Bloch said Monday. 

Kian William and Kaiis Steven, born May 6, are now
at home in Los Angeles with their mother. 

“Mother and babies are doing beautifully,” Bloch
said. 

These are the second and third children for Davis and
her surgeon husband, Reza Jarrahy, 33. The couple, who
married in September 2001, already have a 2-year-old

daughter, Alizeh Keshvar. 
“Alizeh was delighted to have two new baby broth-

ers,” Bloch said. 
Davis won a supporting-actress Academy Award for

playing the kooky dog trainer in 1988’s “The Accidental
Tourist” and received an Oscar nomination for best
actress for 1991’s “Thelma & Louise.” 

■ TOPEKA, Kan. — Americans must “return to the
streets” to fight for better schools and against poverty to
fulfill the promise of the historic Brown v. Board of
Education ruling, the Rev. Jesse Jackson said. 

“Brown was a first down, not a touchdown,” Jackson
said during a sermon Sunday at Topeka’s Mount Carmel
Missionary Baptist Church. 

Monday marks the 50th anniversary of the Brown
decision, in which the U.S. Supreme Court declared
segregated schools unconstitutional. 

Like other civil rights activists who gathered in
Topeka over the weekend, Jackson said that while the
decision represented a major legal change, the United
States still falls well short of being a truly integrated —
and truly just — society. 

“The black-white gap is illegal,” Jackson said during
his Mount Carmel sermon. “But the gap between the
haves and the have-nots is legal — and growing.” 

Jackson said the Constitution should be amended to
declare that a good education is the right of every child.
In an interview late Saturday night, he said adequate and
fair funding for all public schools is “the next big legal
and legislative challenge.” 

■ LOS ANGELES — Catwoman and Spider-Man
will present awards at the upcoming MTV Movie
Awards — or, at least, their real-life alter-egos, Halle
Berry and Tobey Maguire, will. 

Other presenters at the irreverent ceremony will
include Snoop Dogg, Dave Chappelle, Kirsten Dunst,

Eve, Jimmy Fallon, Kate Hudson and Scarlett
Johannson, the cable channel announced Monday. 

Lindsay Lohan, the 17-year-old star of “Mean Girls,”
is set to host the show, which will be broadcast June 10. 

“Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black
Pearl” has the most MTV Movie Award nominations
with six, including best movie and best on-screen team
for co-stars Johnny Depp and Orlando Bloom. 

D12, the Beastie Boys and the Yeah Yeah Yeahs are
among the bands scheduled to perform at the show,
which will be taped June 5 at Sony Pictures Studios in
Culver City, Calif. 

“Spider-Man 2,” the sequel to the 2002 blockbuster,
will be in theaters June 30. “Catwoman,” in which Berry
stars as the feline comic book character, comes out July
23. 

■ LOS ANGELES — Queen Noor of Jordan urged
graduating students to build coalitions to achieve global
peace and security, creating “a safety net for all of us.” 

Queen Noor told about 3,500 people who attended
the graduation commencement Sunday at Occidental
College that education can help resolve some of the
world’s problems. 

“Use your education, foster connections, and cooper-
ate to establish a new kind of security, built on mutual
benefit, not better bombs,” Queen Noor said. “Not a
fortress for the few, but a safety net for all of us.” 

The queen, 52, who was married to the late King Hussein,
also received an honorary doctorate of humane letters. 

She said that while “divisions are all around us, and
the gulfs seem to be growing moment by moment,” stu-
dents must be willing to work together no matter how
severe the differences between one another may be. 

“The ability to see from other perspectives, to listen
to other opinions, to consider others’ needs as well as
your own, is right now the most crucial skill you can
possess,” she said. “Global peace and security depend
on it.” 

Jon Stewart gets serious about the War on Terrorism


