
BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — In a move that
could potentially get the city sued,
elected leaders are moving forward
with a law that would prohibit
grocers from immediately firing
employees of a newly acquired
grocery store.

The law, known as “Grocery
Worker Retention,” is based on a
similar law passed recently in Los
Angeles that is being challenged in
court by the California Grocers
Association, a nonprofit, statewide
trade association representing
approximately 500 grocers operat-
ing more than 6,000 food stores in
California and Nevada.

CGA officials said they are con-
sidering whether to file a suit against
Santa Monica if the City Council
gives final approval to the law, which
is expected in the coming weeks.

CGA contends the Los Angeles
law and the Santa Monica ordinance
are “improper, unlawful and unen-
forceable” as they are preempted by
federal law. In addition, CGA lead-
ership said worker retention violates
equal protection rights of employers
and conflicts with state food-related
health and safety laws.

CGA also charges that grocery
worker retention is another move by
labor unions to maintain an unfair
advantage over grocers, and that
elected officials supporting the law
are beholden to unions. 

“As a businessman, this is just
another roadblock in a myriad of
obstacles standing in the way of
building stores in Santa Monica,”
said Peter Larkin, president of CGA.
“This will have the effect of limiting
shopping choices for consumers.

“I think it sends a message to the
broader business community, let

“A burning purpose attracts
others who are drawn along with it

and help fulfill it.”
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A Texas jury decided in 1991 that
Steven Kenneth Staley, now 43, should
be put to death for killing a restaurant
manager, but three days before his
February 2006 date with destiny, psy-
chologists testified that he is mentally
ill, and the U.S. Supreme Court has
ruled that a mentally ill person cannot
be executed. The solution, declared
state judge Wayne Salvant in April, is
for the state to inject Staley with
enough psychotropic medicine to
make him sufficiently sane to under-
stand why he is going to die, at which
point he can be killed.
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Today is the 137th day of 2006.
There are 228 days left in the year.

■■  On May 17, 1954, the U.S. Supreme
Court handed down its Brown v. Board
of Education decision, which found
that racially segregated public schools
were inherently unequal, and therefore
unconstitutional.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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CALL NOW! EARTHQUAKE SHUT-OFF VALVES SAVE LIVES!!

Be Prepared for
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www.safegasservices.com

3017 Lincoln Blvd. • Santa Monica, CA 90405 CONSULTING • BOOKKEEPING • PLANNING TAXES
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SMALL BUSINESS STARTUP?
Let me help you succeed

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOUGLAS PARK — There’s an old
saying that you should never defecate
where you rest — or something along
those lines. It seems ducks here

haven’t learned that. As a result, they
have been forced out of one of their
favorite breeding grounds due to
excess poop in the ponds.

Every year, just before summer,
City Hall drains the ponds at
Douglas Park for the removal of the

fowls’ fecal matter, which causes
nitrogen levels in the water to rise
and promotes algae growth that
starves the water of oxygen. This
kills the goldfish, mosquito eaters
and other fish City Hall releases into
the ponds, not to mention the plant
life, said Joe McGrath, supervisor of
park operations for the city. 

Preferring not to use chemicals to
keep the ponds clean, McGrath said
draining them is the only option.

The problem is, the ponds are dry
around the same time the wild ducks
give birth. This forces baby 
ducklings to survive without a major
source of water.  

This year, the ponds were drained
May 2. A sign at the park explaining
the absence of water says the ponds
will be refilled May 25.

Residents who live near the park
say they are devastated when they
see a group of ducklings struggling

Kevin Herrera/Daily Press
DUCKS IN A ROW: A mother duck watches over her newborns as they play in the grass at Douglas Park.

Not all it’s quacked up to be

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD
AP Political Writer

LOS ANGELES — Most every-
body seems to like Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, even if his accomplish-
ments after one year in office trail
his sprinting ambition.

He wants to house the homeless.
Revitalize downtown. Take over the
school district. Get commuters to
dump cars for subways and buses.
And make a city infamous for
sprawl and smog ever greener.

Wednesday marks the first
anniversary of his watershed elec-

tion as the city’s first Hispanic
mayor in more than a century. And
with it the inevitable question — can
he deliver, or will he become anoth-
er politician who reached too far?

Teachers are bucking his plan to

At year mark, LA mayor still big on promises
STATE

Kevin Herrera/Daily Press
In an effort to control duck populations, a sign advises visitors not to feed the wildlife.

See GROCERS, page 5See MAYOR, page 9

See DUCKS, page 6

City to
extend
workers’
shelf life



Swap news, Scorpio

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ A morning hassle could have you

confused and heading in a different direction than
you’d intended. Take the high road and detach
rather than lose it. Seize control of your work sit-
uation. You are in charge. Let go of a personal
issue. Tonight: Do whatever it takes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Your good ideas patch up a

rough spot. You know how to make others feel
better, and certainly a morning conversation or
situation needs smoothing. Put yourself on the
line. Be willing to take a risk. Tonight: Easy does it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Work with one special friend.

An unexpected expenditure could paint your mood
as grumpy. Your instincts guide you when dealing
with an important partner or someone you need to
answer to financially. Don’t lose your temper.
Tonight: You can do it.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Your volatile nature emerges, and

it seems as if others need to deal with it. What
could be an ouch can be handled if you relax and
look at the big picture. Friends stand behind you
no matter which direction you head in. Tonight:
Easy does it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Getting a project moving could take

an unusual amount of effort. Let bygones be
bygones. Relax and don’t worry so much about
what might be happening. Just get into a project
and do whatever you need to do. Tonight: Slow
down. You need to.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ A friend pushes hard. Your cre-

ativity peaks at a new level, allowing you to skip
over a problem and handle a personal matter well.
Walk the path to innovation. Discard what is bor-
ing and stale. Create the life you want. Tonight:
Ever playful.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ The correct path is straight, if you

are anchored to what you want. A direct approach
draws positive results. You might want to think
before you leap. Curb your reactions for now.
Close interactions with those who count make a
difference. Tonight: Happy at home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You have a way of speaking

your mind and moving a project ahead. Create
more of what you want. Problems develop where
you least expect it. Others make the first move.
You can sit back and choose what and whom.
Tonight: Swap news with a favorite friend.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Expenses could be more than you’d

anticipated. Back off and make a decision.
Experiment and try something totally different. A
co-worker or person in your day-to-day life has
suggestions. Tonight: Your treat.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Someone might stomp on your

foot this morning. You will find that you can heal
the wound through conversation and ingenuity.
You’ll beam in more of what you want if you
remain direct. Tonight: As if there is no tomorrow.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★ You might be tired and accident-

prone. Acknowledge what might be going on. You
might need some downtime. Establish just that. If
you can take the day off, do so. In the long run,
you will accomplish more. Tonight: Vanish.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Follow through on what is

important. You zero in on what you want. You
might want and need to rethink an emotional
bond. Someone could be hard on you. Keep pro-
cessing and getting down to the basics. Tonight:
Enjoy your friends.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic ★★★★-Positive ★★★-Average ★★-So-so ★-Difficult

C I R C U L A T I O N  A U D I T  B Y

SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress
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MORADI
S T U D I O
Hair Cut & Blow Dry (Long Hair Extra) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Hilight Full Head    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 & UP
Goldwell Touch-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Perm or Body Weave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 & UP
Petite Facial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Waxing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5& UP

Special prices on line of Clothing, Hair Care & Skincare

7 Days 310.453.1533  1625 Wilshire at 17 Street in Santa Monica

Lotus Taxi

Express & Lotus Taxi now are one team to serve you better

We accept all competitors coupons!
20% off for seniors

Supporting Santa Monica Support Your Community

For Fast Pickup Call:

828-3333

$25 FLATTO LAX

Santa Monica Cosmetic Dentistry Center
Dr. David Taft, DDS (310) 315-3676
UCLA Parkside Medical Center 2428 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 303

INTRODUCTORY DENTAL
EXAM AND CLEANING

$45.00
FIRST TIME PATIENTS ONLY

INCLUDES 2 X-RAYS

FIRST TIME PATIENTS ONLY

30 MINUTE 
TEETH WHITENING

PLUS CHECKUP & CLEANING

$199.00
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 62°

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE 5:20AM -1.17FT 4:27PM 1.87FT
HIGH TIDE 11:49AM 3.67FT 10:46PM 6.18FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE 6:10AM -0.93FT 5:01PM 2.31FT
HIGH TIDE 12:52PM 3.33FT 11:24PM 5.77FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE 5:49AM -0.80FT 4:19PM 2.45FT
HIGH TIDE 12:32PM 3.20FT 10:52PM 5.92FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE 6:39AM -0.71FT 4:57PM 2.67FT
HIGH TIDE 1:40AM 3.10FT 11:37PM 5.70FT

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE 2:42AM 0.41FT 2:05PM 1.31FT
HIGH TIDE 8:41AM 3.80FT 8:25PM 5.41FT

THURSDAY
LOW TIDE 3:14AM -0.03FT 2:29PM 1.54FT
HIGH TIDE 9:22AM 3.74FT 8:47PM 5.67FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE 3:48AM -0.40FT 2:54PM 1.77FT
HIGH TIDE 10:04AM 3.65FT 9:13PM 5.87FT

SNOW CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

BEAR MOUNTAIN

JUNE MOUNTAIN

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN

(24 Hrs) 0” 132”-156” 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 50 7/28

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

MOUNTAIN HIGH

MT. BALDY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN

(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 18" 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 20 3/4

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

SNOW SUMMIT

SNOW VALLEY

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

SWELL FORECAST ( 5-7 FT )
TODAY THE 185-DEGREE SW ELEMENT BACKS OFF WHILE THE
WITH INFREQUENT TASMAN SEA SETS CONTINUE. THE DOMINANT
SWELL TODAY THOUGH WILL BE SOME WESTERLY WIND SWELL.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SW DUE FRIDAY, SATURDAY...

Even if you got ’em ...
City staffers are presently studying the feasibil-

ity of banning smoking entirely from the bustling
Third Street Promenade. Following measures that
nixed cigarettes and the like from the city’s beach-
es, parks and pier, a total ban would preclude all
smokers from lighting up anywhere on the thor-
oughfare. Violators could face up to $750 in fines.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know:
Should Santa Monica follow the city of

Calabasas’ lead and ban smoking from all pub-
lic places — sidewalks, streets, rooftop decks?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the week-
end edition. 

3310-828-6444
1908 Frank St.
in Santa Monica

PUBLIC DUMP IN SANTA MONICA
Southern California Transfer Company

Attention
Contractors and Construction Sites:

We are a close and convenient Santaa Monicaa permitted and authorized mixed C&D transfer station.

Approved C&D Recycler  * Roll off service available

DELAWARE AVE.
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Discount rates

WITHOUT DISCOUNT SERVICE.
It’s no accident more people trust State Farm to insure their cars. Call today.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

David B. Rosenberg, Agent

Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
Bus: 310-458-3400 P040034 12/04

Choraling students’ musical talent
By Daily Press staff

Spring is in the air at St. Monica.
Santa Monica will come alive with the sound of music on May 18 when St. Monica

Catholic High School presents its annual Performing Arts Department Spring Concert at
7 p.m. in the sanctuary of St. Monica Catholic Church. More than 75 high school and
middle school students will entertain the public with a 90-minute choral concert consist-
ing of contemporary and traditional music selections.

This year’s show will feature three different performance groups: Rainbow Riders
(advanced high school choir), Coro di Concerto (beginning/intermediate choir) and Harmonic
Bronze (hand-bell choir from High Desert Middle School in the Acton/Agua Dulce School
District).  The concert will consist mainly of group performances, with a few solos from fea-
tured members of the Rainbow Riders. All performers will have piano accompaniments.

“The annual spring concert is a tradition that has taken place for more than 25 years,”
said Ed Archer, music director at St. Monica Catholic High School. “The Rainbow
Riders and Coro di Concerto have already performed in two other choral festivals this
year.  We plan to take those programs and couple them with Harmonic Bronze to offer
guests a truly wonderful evening of choral music.”

The concert takes place inside St. Monica Catholic Church, located at 725 California
Ave. General admission tickets are $5, with a reduced price of $2 for students and sen-
iors. All tickets can be purchased at the door.

For more information on the St. Monica Catholic High School Spring Concert, call
(310) 394-3701.

Follow the money
By Daily Press staff

If you want to track how the local college is spending voter-approved bond money,
here’s your chance.

Santa Monica College is seeking applications for the Citizens Bond Oversight
Committee, which oversees the implementation of Measures U and S, the 2002 and 2004
bond measures that are funding capital improvement projects at the college. The appli-
cation deadline is Friday, June 2.

Two of the vacancies are specifically for a Malibu resident and a representative of one
of the college’s support organizations, such as the SMC General Advisory Board or
SMC Associates. Applications also are encouraged from representatives of Santa
Monica neighborhoods.

To qualify for appointment, an applicant must be at least 18 years old; must not be a col-
lege employee or official; and must not be a vendor, contractor or consultant to the college.

The SMC Board of Trustees will review all applications and make the final appoint-
ments. Applications are available by calling (310) 434-4402 or by going to
www.smc.edu/admin/trustees/CitizensBondOversightCommittee/default.htm.

The committee was established in spring 2002, as required by state law, to oversee the
implementation of Measure U, the $160 million bond passed by 70 percent of Santa
Monica-Malibu voters. The committee’s responsibility was expanded to include over-
sight of Measure S, which was passed in November 2004. The bond measures are fund-
ing a wide range of projects, including replacement buildings, seismic retrofitting, safe-
ty and technology upgrades, and more.

Alumni among us
By Daily Press staff

The 18th Annual All-Class Picnic will be held on Saturday, May 20, from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Samohi. There is free parking by the tennis courts and off Michigan Avenue.
Register and meet classmates by the flag pole. Enjoy your own picnic at selected tables
or buy food and drink in the quad area while listening to the mellow sounds of Art
Barron ’54. Visit the newly renovated Barnum Hall, shop at Vike’s Inn, check out the
memorabilia and tour the campus. Special guests celebrating their 50th includes Betty
Guercio and the class of ’56. For more information, contact event chair, Jim Jaffe, ’60,
at (310) 396-7027 or jljaffe@earthlink.net.  

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



OPINION

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we
receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Page 4 ❑ Wednesday, May 17, 2006 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Crack down on homeless services, smoking in public
Editor:

Regarding the editorial (SMDP, April 28, page 4). I applaud the sentiments expressed
so well. I, too, want to see a broad-based process and hope that the city workers and
social service providers who now profit immensely from the transient and homeless are
not the only ones included in the study. The Urban Institute should, and I hope will,
diversify those interviewed and not limit their study to those who have a vested interest
in continuing the status quo.

The statu quo just doesn’t do anything but enable those who choose to continue their
drug and alcohol dependency at our expense. The true homeless who are victims of
abuse in the home or have lost employment due to outsourcing of jobs, or are mentally
ill, deserve all we can do to help them reestablish their independence. And the drug
addicted and alcohol addicted who want sobriety should be helped to attain this goal. 

I recall one of the SMDP’s columnists wrote about a person who went undercover to
one homeless agency and signed in, was given a box lunch and told to come back to see
a counselor. He returned a half hour later, signed in again using the same name, was
given a box lunch and told to come back and see a counselor. The third time that day, he
signed in using the director of that facilty’s name, was given a third box of lunch and told
to come back to see a counselor. This is just but one kind of waste and ineptitude that
goes on.

I would like to see all agencies that currently enable the outrageous situation that
exists in Santa Monica due to the transients — just read ‘Crime Watch” in the SMDP on
Fridays — replaced with agencies that abide by the old adage “Give me a fish and I eat
today, teach me to fish and I eat for a lifetime.”

Regarding the article “The Promenade’s last drag,” (SMDP, May 10, page 1). I hope
the City Council does decide to expand its ban on smoking in public.

However, before voting this into law, I hope that this time they factor in implement-
ing and enforcing this law. Unlike the law against smoking within 20 feet of the bus
stops, where there are no signs and therefore are favorite spots for smokers to sit and
blow their toxic fumes in our faces. Post signs by the bus stops. 

I have seen mothers fanning their young ones to keep the second-hand smoke at bay.
We breathe enough toxic fumes from the congested traffic. Also, another law not
enforced is the leaf blower law. So we breathe even more toxic fumes right under our
windows.

If the City Council doesn’t know how to implement the no smoking on the
Promenade, if passed, they should consult a place like Disneyland. When someone lights
up outside the designated area — and they do — a guard immediately appears. 

And if the die-hard smokers start beefing about their rights and their freedoms, I’m
sorry but they do not have the right to involve the rest of us in the ramifications of their
addiction. I used to smoke but quit when I decided I didn’t have a death wish after all. I
know it’s tough to quit, but it sure was nice finding real freedom from a life-threatening
addiction.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What’s going on? Doesn’t it seem recent-
ly that bizarre behavior is occurring with
increased frequency?  

On the criminal behavior front, just a
week or so ago we had the three guys in
North Carolina who videotaped themselves
castrating men in the basement of their
house that they had ever-so-cleverly named
“the dungeon.” Elsewhere, it appears Google
is, or until recently was, hosting a “boy love”
blog site called “Paiderastia: The Boy Love
Revival.” In addition to the dozens of teach-
ers found to be having sex with their stu-
dents, we now have a high school assistant
principal in Florida being prosecuted for
asking some of his young charges to video-
tape their sex acts and bring the tapes to him
so he could watch them. Then there are the
homicide charges brought against the par-
ents of a baby who died of a heroin over-
dose, the man’s conviction for drowning his
girlfriend’s children in a lake and the woman
who pleaded guilty to slitting the throat of
her friend’s baby.  

Have we gone nuts?  
And the political world doesn’t appear to

be much less bizarre. The National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force is now denouncing
Howard Dean for nothing less than — dare
we say it? — pandering to Christians. Has
the man no integrity? According to the task
force, Dean grossly misrepresented the
Democratic Party’s official position on the
definition of marriage when interviewed
recently by the Christian Broadcasting
Network. He said his party’s position is that
marriage is between a man and a woman.
Can you even imagine that? Well, it sure
upset the task force. They said he should
know better than to say such a thing, and
have demanded he correct it without delay. I
guess that leaves the rest of us to pray he
does the right thing.

Let it not be said, however, that republi-
cans don’t have problems of their own. It is
now reported that, ostensibly to protect our
freedom, the National Security Agency is
busy invading our privacy. Apparently, they
are collecting a comprehensive data base of
every phone call made by every citizen in
the United States, whether or not we may be
suspected of any criminal behavior whatso-
ever. The irony, of course, is that this partic-
ular program is being done in total disregard
of the fact that one of our most sacred free-
doms is supposed to be our expectation that
we will be protected against unwarranted
government invasions of our privacy.

Can any solace be found in the fact that
both parties seem to be confounded by the
illegal alien problem? When we travel to
Mexico we are warned that if we break their
laws we will be put in prison, and there is lit-
tle our government can do to help us. By
contrast, however, a friend told me that on
Cinco de Mayo in Santa Ana there were
Mexican flags being flown all over her
neighborhood by illegals with the words
“Conquer America” emblazoned on them.
Are we to presume that when they achieve

that goal they would improve our country by
making it more like the one they left to come
here illegally?  

Then, just as we appear to be ready to
concede that our nation’s borders should be
abandoned as the anachronisms of intoler-
ance that some now say that they are, our
government gets all bent out of shape when
Mexico’s government wants to legalize the
possession of all narcotics for personal use.
Why? In the absence of borders to impede
migration, I don’t view this proposed legis-
lation as much of a problem, but rather an
opportunity. If nothing is going to be done
about our country having to absorb its labor
force, wouldn’t it at least achieve some level
of parity if Mexico’s culture were to absorb
our drug addicts who, no doubt, would have
been given a significant incentive to migrate
south?

In the aggregate, bizarre events such as
those, in addition to many others not men-
tioned, are leaving me with the sense that we
can soon expect to witness the mushrooms
screaming from the castle gate that the toma-
toes have mashed King Spud and are taking
over the kingdom. Or, maybe it’s already hap-
pened and we just failed to hear the alarm.
Maybe we were all just too busy with other
things to pay any attention to it happening.  

The other day I contacted a Christian
minister to see if he would have an hour to
spend with a friend of mine who had asked
if it would be possible to talk to that minis-
ter about Jesus. To my amazement, the min-
ister responded that his schedule was too
packed to do it, but that, if I thought it nec-
essary, he would try to find someone else
who might have the time. Among other
things, I might describe that as being too
busy.  But it also serves to exemplify how we
might have gotten ourselves into the posi-
tion we are all now in — what should be
right is somehow spun as being something
that is wrong and what is wrong we are told
is really right. As a people we have been
conditioned to turn a blind eye to both these
lies and their consequences. How else might
one explain how we as a people have come
to accept a government that would even con-
sider court-martialing a soldier because he
exhibited the temerity to say the name of
Jesus Christ in a prayer while in uniform?
Yet we have, and, though it might make
Orwell proud, to me it is but another tragic
example of the bizarre.    

The only question that remains then is
whether we as a culture have passed the
point of no return. If so, I expect that we
should prepare ourselves to see the occur-
rence of even more bizarre behavior in the
future. On the other hand, if we have not,
allow me to take this opportunity to suggest
that a remedy to this malaise is going to
require something more than bumper stick-
ers and billboards telling people things like
“Friends don’t castrate friends.”  

(Cliff Nichols is an attorney practicing criminal
defense/entertainment law in Santa Monica. He may
be contacted at either 310-917-1083, cliff@cliffni-
cholslaw.com or www.cliffnicholslaw.com, and you
may join his blog at www.thedailystand.com.) 

A world where right is
wrong and wrong is right

THE
WITNESS

STAND
BY CLIFF NICHOLS
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By Daily Press staff

WILSHIRE BLVD — The Santa Monica
Police Department nabbed three drunk driv-
ers and impounded four vehicles last
Saturday in an effort to reduce the number
of people killed in alcohol-related crashes.

At a sobriety checkpoint in the 2800 block
of Wilshire Boulevard, officers  randomly
searched 228 vehicles out of a total of 1,140
that passed through the area from 9:45 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., said SMPD Lt. Frank Fabrega.
Three drivers were found to be under the influ-

ence of alcohol and were arrested. Citations
were issued to four other drivers: one for driv-
ing without a license, another for driving with-
out a license in possession, and another for
possession of marijuana. The reason for the
fourth citation was unknown at press time.

The checkpoint was paid for through a
grant from California’s Office of Traffic
Safety as part of the national campaign “You
Drink and Drive. You Lose.”

In a statement, SMPD Chief James T.
Butts Jr. reminded people, “Don’t risk it. If
you plan to drink, don’t drive.”

Police bust drunks
behind the wheel

along food retailers, that politicians are hos-
tile to our interests,” Larkin added. “It says
the City Council is willing to unfairly target
a certain class of business people, which
sends a message to others that maybe it
would be better to invest elsewhere.”

Councilmember Kevin McKeown, who
sponsored the ordinance, said he and his col-
leagues are supportive of worker retention
because they are concerned about public
health, not because City Council members
are in the pockets of labor unions.

If 30 to 60 employees were to leave a gro-
cery store at once and were replaced by new
employees, McKeown said he is concerned
that training will not be done correctly and,
as a result, food quality could be jeopardized. 

The council also expressed concern for
low-wage grocery workers who may suffer
hardship by suddenly losing their jobs due to
an ownership change. With the retention
ordinance in place, it is the council’s intent
to protect the health, safety and welfare of
these families that may have to scramble for
new employment and could lose their homes
in the city’s highly competitive and expen-
sive housing market.

“Do you want your family (to risk eating)
food from untrained handlers?” McKeown
said. “The reasons for this law are clear on
the council record, both when I first intro-
duced the concept and when the council
unanimously supported it last week.”

Worker retention is heavily supported by
local unions, and grocery workers who have
been affected by a transfer in ownership have
testified before the council at least twice,
offering horror stories of poverty and despair
following a sale. Those workers said the parent
company of Albertsons is planning to close

several of its unionized stores and replace
them with non-union Whole Foods markets. 

Representatives from Albertsons did not
return phone calls seeking comment. 

There are two Albertsons stores and one
Whole Foods Market within Santa Monica.

If the ordinance is approved, grocers with
stores more than 15,000 square feet in size
would be required to retain employees for up
to 90 days following a transfer in ownership.
During that period, employees could only be
fired for just cause.

Within five days of the sale or transfer, the
current employer will be required to post a
notice of the change in ownership. The notice
must be posted throughout the entire time of
the transfer, according to the proposed law.

Within 15 days of the sale or transfer, the
former owner will be required to provide
new management with a list of the names,
addresses, dates of hire and employment
classification for each grocery worker cur-
rently employed.

If it is found that the store can be operat-
ed with fewer employees than hired under
the previous owner, the current store opera-
tor must retain workers based on seniority,
according to the proposed law.

In a report to the council, City Attorney
Marsha Moutrie seemed confident that
CGA will not file a suit against City Hall if
the law is passed. Moutrie believes CGA
intends to resolve the issue by sticking with
its suit against Los Angeles. In the event of
litigation, Moutrie said in a report to the
council that City Hall would likely prevail
against the CGA’s constitutional claims, but
that the arguments of preemption would be
more problematic because federal and state
labor laws may have more weight.

“We’ll just have to see what happens,”
Moutrie said. 

Council: Law would protect
public safety, worker welfare
GROCERS, from page 1
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Kevin Herrera/Daily Press
SITTING DUCKS  Fowl rest near an empty aqueduct that funnels water into ponds at Douglas Park.

to get free from the mud left behind. Others
said that without the water serving as a nat-
ural barrier between the public and the
ducks, people can touch the ducklings,
which in turn leads the mother to abandon
her babies. Without any guidance, the duck-
lings are left to fend for themselves and are
often killed by crows or neighborhood cats,
park visitors said.

“In a city which claims to be about sus-
tainability and protecting the environment,
this sure is contradictory,” said Tricia Crane,
who lives near the park and has seen many
of her neighbors try to help the ducks by
providing water or escorting them across
Wilshire Boulevard if they wander from the
confines of the park. “I don’t understand
why this has to happen every year at the
same time. This needs to be handled better.”

McGrath said he receives several complaints
every year from residents concerned about the
ducklings, but he says they are not in danger of
dying due to the draining of the ponds. 

“They don’t really need the pond water to
survive,” he said. “There’s plenty of water
sources around the park and plenty of food.
Plus their mothers are close by taking care
of them.”

McGrath, who has worked for the city for
more than 20 years, said the ducks have been
regular residents of Douglas Park for as long
as he can remember. They have always been

an attraction and somewhat of a nuisance,
particularly because of their waste. 

With the remodel of the park, complete
with new ponds, the ducks seem to be com-
ing in greater numbers, sometimes by the
hundreds, McGrath said.

To help handle the influx and make life
easier for ducks and for residents, McGrath
said new drains will be installed at the ponds
so that the annual droughts may become a
thing of the past. 

Currently, the ponds are all connected to
one drainage pipe, which makes it impossi-
ble to drain one pond without draining the
others. With the new drainage project, set to
begin after the summer, McGrath said staff
will be able to drain some ponds while oth-
ers would be untouched. The new system
would also allow for some ponds to be par-
tially drained and refilled with fresh water to
cut down on the accumulation of nitrogen.

“We are trying everything we can to
appropriately manage the ducks because we
understand that they are a cherished aspect
of the park,” McGrath said. 

On a recent visit to Douglas Park, a group
of fascinated children could be seen intently
watching a mother duck and her babies.

City employees working on the ponds
said the ducklings were rare these days since
most of the ducks have moved to the Water
Gardens on the other side of town.

Tony Bruce, a screenwriter who walks
dogs at the park to pay the bills, said he has
missed the ducks and hopes they’ll return
when the ponds are refilled. 

“This is the absolute best place to see
ducks in the city,” Bruce said. “They really
add something to the character of the park.
Seeing them just takes me back to my days
on the farm in Indiana. Now where else in
the city can you say that?”

Drains could help ducks
DUCKS, from page 1
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“We are trying
everything we can to

appropriately manage the
ducks because we

understand that they
are a cherished aspect

of the park.”
JOE MCGRATH
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BY TERENCE CHEA
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Fed up with sitting in
traffic and paying more than $50 to fill his
tank, Scott Morrison ditched his gas-guz-
zling pickup and started biking to work.

Rain or shine, Morrison now bikes the six
miles from his home in Fairfield, about 45
miles northeast of San Francisco, to the
packaging plant where he works as a
machine operator. Six months after switch-
ing to two wheels, he feels more relaxed and
healthier, having lost nearly 50 pounds.

“Every time I get on the scale, it’s like
I’m getting rewarded for riding to work,”
said Morrison, 38. “The two biggest com-
plaints people have are not having enough
money and obesity. I’m taking care of both.”

As gas prices climb to record highs, more
Americans seem to be abandoning their cars
and biking to work to save money at the
pump. This week, as cities across the coun-
try celebrate National Bike to Work Week,
advocates are promoting bicycle commuting
as a way to trim transportation costs, get in
shape and help the environment.

“Every additional person who rides their
bike to work would start reducing our
dependence on foreign oil immediately,”
said Tim Blumenthal, who heads the Bikes
Belong Coalition in Boulder, Colo.

Cycling to work is just one way
Americans are seeking relief from skyrock-
eting gas prices. People who normally drive
to work are riding public buses and trains,
working from home and carpooling with
colleagues.

“People are starting to look for funda-
mentally different ways to travel,” said Bill
Wilkinson, executive director of the
National Center for Bicycling and Walking
in Bethesda, Md. The soaring price of fuel
“prompts people to really think about where
they live and how they get around.”

Bike shops nationwide are seeing more
customers who want to buy new bikes or
repair old ones to commute on, said Fred
Clements, who heads the National Bicycle
Dealers Association in Costa Mesa, Calif.

“They have seen a surge in interest from
the public about riding bicycles as a way to
reduce the impact of high gas prices,”
Clements said. “People that already have
bikes suddenly realize this would be a great
way to save money.”

About 20 million bikes were sold in the

United States in 2005, one of the industry’s
best years ever, and retailers are optimistic
that escalating gas prices will lead to record
bike sales this year, Clements said.

Organizers are promoting National Bike
to Work Week with a series of events aimed
at getting drivers to try commuting by bicy-
cle, if only for a day. Minneapolis, Salt Lake
City and Washington, D.C., among others,
will hold special events for commuters
Friday, National Bike to Work Day.

The San Francisco Bay Area is marking
its 12th annual Bike to Work Day on
Thursday, when volunteers will hand out
refreshments, breakfast foods and biking
information at 170 “energizer” stations in
nine counties.

About 36,000 Bay Area residents bike to
work on a typical work day, but organizers
expect up to 100,000 people to participate
on Thursday, given the widespread frustra-
tion over gas prices that have surged past
$3.50 per gallon here and elsewhere.

“The biggest challenge is that people
think the car is more convenient,” said Cole
Portocarrero, who heads the Bay Area
Bicycle Coalition, a sponsor of the event.
Once they try biking to work, “they realize
it’s convenient, fun and enjoyable.”

Unlike most countries, the vast majority
of bikes sold in the United States are used
for recreation rather than transportation.
About 550,000 Americans — less than 1
percent of U.S. workers — bike to work reg-
ularly, according to Blumenthal.

Advocates are trying to boost those num-
bers. But while cities like San Francisco,
New York, Chicago, Seattle and
Minneapolis have bike-friendly streets and
high numbers of two-wheel commuters,
other cities were built for cars and lack bike
lanes and paths.

“You don’t feel the love in a lot of places
when you’re riding your bike,” Blumental
said. “For a lot of people, it’s intimidating
and you don’t feel safe. It’s a lack of shared
respect between cyclists and motorists.”

But advocates are optimistic that
America will become more bike-friendly as
cities, states and the federal government
boost spending on bike paths, lockup racks
and bike stations where cyclists can park
and shower.

The $286 billion federal transportation
bill signed last year will double the amount
of money available for bike and pedestrian
facilities to about $4 billion.

Driven to bikes
More Americans commuting on two wheels
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BY DAISY NGUYEN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Term limits are driving
the race for state treasurer, as Attorney
General Bill Lockyer and a pair of
Republican officeholders run to become
California’s chief banker.

Lockyer is the highest-profile — and
best financed — candidate running for the
four-year post now held by Phil Angelides,
a Democratic candidate for governor. Two
Los Angeles County Republicans,
Assemblyman Keith Richman and Board of
Equalization member Claude Parrish, will
be termed out of their jobs next year.

The treasurer manages the state’s $60
billion investment account and issues
bonds for public works projects. The posi-
tion also has a seat on dozens of governing
boards and commissions, including the
state’s powerful public employee and
teacher pension systems, which have more
than $300 billion in assets combined.

The seat is considered by many as a
springboard to other statewide offices, but
Lockyer, a former state senator and assem-
blyman, appears to be taking a step back by
running for treasurer instead of governor.

Lockyer, 65, said he dropped plans to
run for governor because he wants to spend
more time with his 3-year-old son and
avoid the partisanship inherent in the gov-
ernor’s job.

The treasurer’s job, he said, “is not polit-
ical and it shouldn’t be.”

As treasurer, Lockyer said, he would
help the state prepare for its growing popu-
lation by investing in the education system
and financing infrastructure projects. He
noted that California last made a “great
wave” of investments in those projects to
handle 25 million residents.

“Now we’re at 37 million and we’re
going to 50 million in a couple decades. If
we don’t figure out ways to provide for
schools, transportation system and other
things, we’re going to cripple the economy
and the environment,” he said. “Shame on
us if that’s our legacy.”

The Legislature and Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger are placing a bond pack-
age worth $37.3 billion on the November
ballot as a step toward doing just that. If
approved by voters, the four bonds would
provide money for schools, highways and
mass transit, levee repairs and affordable
housing projects.

The GOP contenders offer different per-

spectives on the office and what they would
do if elected.

Parrish said the treasurer’s most impor-
tant job is to keep the state solvent. He
believes he can save hundreds of millions of
dollars by issuing bonds through California
brokers instead of using East Coast broker-
age firms, thereby cutting high fees associ-
ated with the “the middleman.”

However, he would oppose the sale of
more bonds for anything except critical
infrastructure needs. Of the public works
bond package, he said he would only sup-
port the one that calls for levee repairs.

With California’s credit rating ranked
one of the worst in the country, Parrish said
it is inappropriate to increase the state’s
debt through the sale of more bonds.

Richman views the office as a platform
for taking on a wide range of issues,
including illegal immigration, health care
reform and redistricting because they ulti-
mately impact the state’s financial well-
being, he said.

A medical doctor and three-term assem-
blyman, Richman worked on legislation to
overhaul what he calls the “skyrocketing
costs” of the state’s pension system for
public employees.

In February, the board of the California
Public Employees Retirement System, or
CalPERS, rejected a constitutional amend-
ment he proposed that would institute a less
generous pension system for employees
hired on or after July 1, 2007. As treasurer,
Richman said, he would continue to
address the issue as a member of the
CalPERS board.

In 2001, the public pension system cost
the state $160 million, but that number
jumped to $2.6 billion dollars last year,
Richman noted.

“The issue is not just the cost of public
employee pensions, it’s the amount being
spent that’s not going to education, higher
education, investments in roads, highways
and other infrastructure needs,” he said.

“The treasurer’s office is a statewide
office. It allows a statewide bully pulpit to
address the issue.”

Lockyer said the issue should be
addressed, not “single-handedly in the
hands of the treasurer” but by a team of
officeholders and governing boards.

So far, the race has attracted scant atten-
tion from voters. An April Field Poll found
that more than 80 percent of likely voters
didn’t know enough about Richman or
Parrish to have opinions about them.

Attorney general, lawmakers
compete for treasurer’s seat



run the schools, homeowners grumble about a proposed jump
in trash fees to pay for more police. Meanwhile, the budget is
tight and unionized employees are clamoring for raises.

Undeterred, Villaraigosa has brought undeniable energy
and visibility to an office recently known for a paucity of
both. He has established himself as one of the nation’s most
ubiquitous Latino politicians — a smile in motion as he trav-
erses this nearly 500-square-mile city.

He walks the streets of downtown’s Skid Row, reads to
school children in South Los Angeles, addresses Hollywood
award shows and hundreds of thousands of marchers at an
immigration rally. He’s been on the cover of Newsweek, and
is sought out by likely Democratic candidates for president.

“The whole notion of being the Energizer Bunny has
really paid off,” said Raphael Sonenshein, a political scien-
tist at California State University, Fullerton. “You can never
argue that this guy has not taken on big things.”

For all the issues Villaraigosa, 53, has sought, some have
come to him.

Immigration, a subject dominating national headlines, for
one. The mayor has talked of those trapped in hardscrabble
neighborhoods “who clean hotel rooms, who sweep the
floors, who watch our children.” Indeed, he is closer to those
immigrants than many other politicians.

To win in the first place, Villaraigosa cast himself as the
antidote to the lackluster James Hahn. It was a rematch of their
2001 campaign — the son of a Mexican immigrant against the
son of an iconic Los Angeles politician — but also a race
defined by the city’s changing demographics. Los Angeles has
been a Hispanic-majority city for years, though Latino voters
typically represent a much smaller share of the vote.

Easily elected after drawing votes across racial and geo-
graphic spectrums, Villaraigosa promised to upend the status
quo, starting with dead-end schools from which tens of thou-
sands of students fail to graduate each year. In was a natural
issue for the former high-school dropout, who turned around
his life after surviving the rough streets of East Los Angeles.

Better schools, he says, are the way to turn around commu-

nities where gangs are too many, decent homes and jobs too few.
“When he portrays this as a failing district, he’s misrepre-

senting the truth and that’s what politicians do,” said A.J. Duffy,
president of the 48,000-member United Teachers Los Angeles.
Villaraigosa’s plan to place a council of mayors in charge of the
regional school system — the district includes Los Angeles and
about two dozen smaller cities — would merely exchange one
oversized bureaucracy for another, he said.

Villaraigosa is undaunted.

“We need to accelerate our ambitions,” he told supporters
in a recent speech assessing the state of the city.

Villaraigosa may not be a household name nationwide, but
he has star quality within Democratic circles and is frequently
mentioned as a likely future candidate for governor. Potential
2008 presidential contenders are seeking his time and advice.
Among them are former Virginia Gov. Mark Warner and Sens.
Joe Biden of Delaware and John Kerry of Massachusetts,
whose 2004 campaign Villaraigosa co-chaired.

STATE

BY CHRISTINA ALMEIDA
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A new study Tuesday issued a dire
warning if no restoration efforts are launched to save the
Salton Sea, as the state prepares to release a draft proposal
next month outlining possible solutions to an environmental
problem that has plagued California for decades.

The Salton Sea, California’s largest lake and a critical
habitat for migrating birds, faces an uncertain future after a
series of water transfer agreements were approved to reduce
the state’s dependence on the Colorado River. The lake is
located near the U.S.-Mexico border.

Under the agreements, officials have begun transferring
water to the more heavily populated areas of San Diego, ulti-
mately reducing the amount flowing to the Salton Sea. Already
dependent on water flows to balance high salinity intrinsic to
the lake, the Salton Sea is on a perilous track, experts say.

If no action is taken, the lake will shrink by more than 60
percent in the next 20 years, creating a host of health prob-
lems for Imperial County residents, according to a study by
Pacific Institute, an Oakland-based think tank.

Increased salinity will kill all the fish — an essential food
source for the area’s more than 400 species of birds — in the

Salton Sea within 12 years, and air quality will sharply
decline as more dusty lakebed is exposed each year to desert
winds, the study said. The area already has the highest child-
hood asthma hospitalization rate in the state.

“There has been talk about doing something with the Salton
Sea for 30 (to) 40 years now but nothing has been done,” said
Michael Cohen, senior associate with Pacific Institute and co-
author of the study. “The idea is to put out a baseline for com-
parison and essentially provide a wake-up call for the state
and Congress to take action to revitalize the sea.”

As part of the water transfer agreements, the state passed
legislation directing state agencies to develop a restoration
plan and California’s Resources Agency plans to issue a
draft environmental report in June that will include 10 alter-
natives for the lake.

Of the 10 options, eight would offer partial restoration
and two would consist of no action, said Dale Hoffman-
Floerke, chief of the Colorado River and Salton Sea Office
of the state Department of Water Resources. The agency is
working on the state report, which must be submitted to the
Legislature by the end of the year.

Hoffman-Floerke indicated the no-action options were
unlikely as a final solution. “It’s really used as an evaluation
to look at all the other alternatives,” she said.

Cohen said he hope the
Pacific Institute’s study
would show in stark terms
the consequences of taking
no action.

“My fear is that when the state outlines its alternatives
there will be a huge sticker shock,” Cohen said, referring to
the estimate that it could cost more than $1 billion for
long-term restoration plan.

Others said the study was an important step forward.
“It’s a reality check that there are consequences of just

doing nothing, of just walking away,” said Doug Barnum, a
U.S. Geological Survey chief scientist at the Salton Sea
Science office. “This report goes a long way to illustrating
what those consequences are.”

Other findings of the report include:
■ Without restoration, the lake’s elevation will drop

about five feet in the next 11 years and its salinity will
increase by about a third.

■ A five-foot drop in elevation will expose more than 26
square miles of land. If an estimated 40 percent of this land
generates dust, an average of 17 tons of fine dust could be
added each day to the basin’s already poor air quality with-
in 11 years.
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Villaraigosa taking on traffic, pollution, plight of the homeless
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All of the recent real estate economic fore-
casts agree: Southern California apartment
rents and occupancy rates rank among the high-
est in the country. And continuing regional eco-
nomic gains should push those levels higher.

That information has been confirmed by
several powerful studies conducted by the
likes of the Richard S. Ziman Center for
Real Estate at UCLA, the Anderson School
of Management at UCLA, the USC Lusk
Center for Real Estate and the Casden Real
Estate Economics Forecast.

The conclusion they draw is that approx-
imately 97 percent of apartments in Los
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Diego and
San Bernardino counties are rented. The
average monthly rent at the end of last year
was $1,416, and under free market condi-
tions unsuppressed by rent control, rent
increases of 6-7 percent are forecast in Los
Angeles. In Orange County, the average
monthly rent was $1,390 in 2005, predicted
to rise an additional 6-7 percent in 2006.
Inland Empire rents, which had a monthly
average of $1,012 at the end of 2005, should
rise about 5 percent in 2006. 

“These statistics show that the market
will inevitably sustain a high demand for
apartments,” noted Dr. Stephen D. Cauley,
associate director of research for the Ziman

Center. 
The most recent quarterly survey of

apartment market conditions by the National
Multi Housing Council, a group that repre-
sents apartment owners, developers, man-
agers and financiers, found that 70 percent
of respondents reported improved demand
for apartments, measured by lower vacancy
rates, higher rents or both.

Those are not particularly enlightening
conclusions when you realize that Los
Angeles County has had a rental shortfall of
25,000 units per year for the past several
years. The USC Lusk Center for Real Estate
went further to state that the “same dynamic
of strong demand and insufficient new sup-
ply is expected to continue.” 

The report further notes that Los Angeles
County leads the nation in multi-family
development, with 10,900 new apartments
under construction at the end of 2005.
Constrained by available land, LA County
residential projects average 57 units apiece.
(Apartment projects in Orange County aver-
age 270 units.)  Downtown Los Angeles
accounted for one-third of all apartments
completed in the county in 2005. Occupancy
rates downtown — now at 98.2 percent —
will continue to be tight. 

In LA County, demand for apartments will
grow with the addition of 45,000 to 60,000
new jobs in various business sectors. Rent
increases will rise as jobs continue to grow.

“The Hollywood submarket’s makeover
in Hancock Park, Los Feliz, Silver Lake
and Park La Brea should keep apartment
demand strong this year. The South Bay
submarket is on a steady path to recovery,

boosted by federal spending and accelerat-
ed growth in global trade. The Antelope
Valley continues to be Los Angeles’ most
affordable submarket, with average month-
ly rents of $916 per month last year,” noted
the Lusk report.

In Orange County, “Irvine remains a
dominant submarket with the greatest num-
ber of new apartments completed,” and six
new communities with a total of 1,400
apartments are scheduled to open this year.

The average rental rate in Newport Beach
is $1,892 per month, or about 33 percent
higher than the rest of the nation. Newport
Beach has not had new apartment construc-
tion since 2002. Urban revitalization in
Anaheim has two high-end projects bringing
about 500 new units to market this year. In
Buena Park, “occupancy remains extremely
tight so further rent increases are expected.”

The Inland Empire is predicted to see
steady, moderate rent increases with almost
6,000 new units opening in 2006. The trade-
based submarkets near Ontario Airport will
continue to grow, and the Lusk report named
the entire region “California’s fastest-grow-
ing urban area over the next 10 years.”

Harvard University’s Joint Center for
Housing Studies has concluded that in 2004
an estimated 29.6 percent of the 106.4 mil-
lion U.S. households spent 30 percent or
more of their total income on housing, com-
pared with about 28.2 percent of households
in 1997; and 13.4 percent of U.S. households
spent at least half of their income on housing
in 2001 compared with 12.8 percent in 1997.

Approximately 13 percent of Los
Angeles residents can afford to purchase a

median-priced single-family home.
Currently, the home ownership rate in the
LA area is about 40 percent, compared to
the national average of about 70 percent.

“Even with record-level single-family
home sales, demand for apartment resi-
dences by individuals and families continues
to strengthen virtually across the board,”
noted National Multi Housing Council’s
NMHC Chief Economist Mark Obrinsky.
“If the homeownership market should start
to cool, demand for apartments could rise
even further.”

“Our analysis strongly suggests that
increases in long-term interest rates will be
followed by corresponding increases in cap
rates, although they will lag somewhat,”
concluded Dr. Cauley of the Ziman Center.
“If increases in interest rates occur at histor-
ical levels over the next three to four years,
declines in apartment values and market dis-
ruptions should be relatively small. If, how-
ever, interest rates should escalate quickly
due to such events as increased inflation or
major oil disruptions, the impact on the mar-
kets could be significant with substantial
declines from the current record highs in the
real value of apartments.” 

For more on Southern California com-
mercial properties, there is a great informa-
tion blog at www.socalindustrialrealestate-
blog.com.

(Jodi Summers is director of the investment division
at Boardwalk Realty Santa Monica. For your real
estate needs, e-mail Summers at jodis@boardwalkre-
alty.com, call 310-309-4219 or visit her Web site at
www.santamonicalandmarks.com.)

Real Estate

Living La Vida Local

Jodi Summers  *
310.309.4219 *

Boardwalk Realty
jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

All of our listings have found buyers.

WE NEED MORE PROPERTIES TO SELL!

Let me get you top dollar for your property.

Apartment market continues to strengthen  
DAYS ON

THE MARKET
BY JODI SUMMERS
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Exchanges between related parties can be an effective
estate planning tool. It’s important that the rules governing
exchanges between related parties be understood and care-
fully followed to avoid having the exchange disallowed by
the IRS.

The IRS rules governing exchanges between related
properties disallow basis shifting that could result in an
investor cashing out of a property without paying the capital
gains tax owed. 

Prior to Revenue Ruling 2002-83, an investor could
effectively cancel out the capital gains tax obligation on the
profit gained from the sale of a low-basis property by
exchanging or basis shifting from a low-basis property to a
high-basis property and then selling for cash.

To accomplish cashing out, the investors looked to “relat-
ed parties” or family members to ensure that they would
receive the cash from the gain.

Revenue Rule 2002-83 denies basis shifting when related
parties perform an exchange of low-basis property for a
high-basis property in anticipation of cashing out. The IRS
looks at related parties as a single “economic” unit and will
disallow tax deferral of a gain on a sale if it is part of a trans-
action or a series of transactions that are structured to avoid
paying taxes owed.

The guidelines that the IRS has put in place for related
parties transactions are as follows:

A two-year holding period: The tax deferral treatment is
lost if either related party in the exchange disposes of the
exchanged property within two years of the transaction

Definition of a related party:
■ Family members, siblings, spouses, ancestor and line-

al descendants. Step parents, uncles, in-laws, cousins and
ex-spouses are not considered related.

■ A corporation or a partnership in which more than 50
percent of the stock or capital interest is owned by the tax-
payer.

■ Two entities in which the same individual owns direct-
ly or indirectly more than 50 percent of each.

■ An estate in which the taxpayer is either the executor

or the beneficiary of the estate. 
■ A trust in which the taxpayer is the fiduciary and the

related party is a beneficiary either of that same trust or a
related trust or a fiduciary of a related trust.

A good rule of thumb is if the buyer and seller are relat-
ed, and one of the parties ends up with the property and the
other ends up with the cash, the exchange will probably be
disallowed.

The IRS does not bar related party exchanges. It merely
requires a longer holding period to deter taxpayers from
shifting low-basis property to high-basis property in antici-
pation of cashing out and avoiding taxes.

When doing a related party exchange, the IRS will
require that the taxpayer provide details on the related
party’s name, address, identifying number and relationship.
In the addition to filing in the year of the exchange, form
8824 will need to be filed out in each of the two years fol-
lowing the exchange.

Related party exchanges can be advantageous when
doing estate planning. If an opportunity or situation arises
when an investor is considering a like kind exchange with a
related party, it is important that it be structured to not run
afoul of IRS regulations. 

Consult with your real estate attorney and CPA before
finalizing any related parties exchanges. 

(You can reach Christina Porter at 1-877-4 TM 1031, or e-mail her at christi-
na@tm1031exchange.com to discuss your specific needs. TM 1031
Exchange assists investors in planning and executing successful real estate
investment strategies. Visit www.tm1031exchange.com for a complete list
of investment properties and to download the TM 1031 Tool Kit.)

QUESTION: I work for a small company that manages
homeowners associations. What is the minimum age
allowed by law for unsupervised children to use a swimming
pool or spa?

ANSWER: Unsupervised use by children under 14 years
old is prohibited. In addition, warning signs are required in
accordance with Section 3119B.5 of the California Building
Code and Title 22, Section 65539(c) of the Code of
Regulations Environmental Health. Your pool maintenance
company should be familiar with those requirements.

QUESTION: When a corporation for a homeowners associ-
ation issues memberships, must the rights of each member
be equal?

ANSWER: No. In accordance with Section 7330 of the
California Corporations Code, a corporation may issue
memberships having different rights, privileges, prefer-
ences, restrictions or conditions, as authorized by its articles
or bylaws. However, except as provided in or authorized by
the articles or bylaws, all memberships shall have the same
rights, privileges, preferences, restrictions and conditions.

QUESTION: The management company for our homeown-
ers association provides maintenance services, which makes
me uncomfortable.  Is there a problem with this arrangement?

ANSWER: Yes. When a management company provides
maintenance services to an association, it creates a conflict
of interest that cannot be addressed satisfactorily.
Management companies have a fiduciary responsibility for
making certain that their clients receive the greatest value
possible for every dollar spent on maintenance services.
That means the management company must make certain
that their clients do not pay an excessive billing rate, do not
pay for an excessive number of hours billed, do not pay for
inferior work, do not pay for unnecessary work, and that
maintenance is scheduled so as to minimize the number of
service calls in order to minimize your overall cost.  

Companies that provide maintenance services are in the
business to maximize their profit. This legitimate goal is in
direct conflict with the property owner’s goal of minimizing
maintenance costs. We believe a management company can-
not reconcile that conflict of interest if it provides mainte-
nance services to its client. For example, it is possible that
the need to meet payroll costs could influence the manage-
ment company’s judgment as to how much maintenance is
necessary at your property.

A management company that hires only independent,
third party maintenance companies has the incentive and
ability to fully protect property owners without regard to the
profitability of the maintenance operation. A management
company that provides maintenance services may not have
the same incentive or ability.

By law, a management company, as agent for the associ-
ation, has the duty to put your interest above its own. 

QUESTION: I recently purchased and moved into a condo-
minium with my cat, only to find out that pets are not allowed
per the covenants. The board of my homeowners association
has demanded that I get rid of my cat. My cat never goes out
and makes absolutely no noise. What can I do?

ANSWER: You must comply with your association’s
covenants. The California Supreme Court has previously
ruled on this issue. The court held that covenants are pre-
sumed to be reasonable and will be enforced unless the
restriction is arbitrary, imposes burdens that substantially
outweigh the restriction’s benefits to the residents of the
association, or violate public policy.

The lesson is clear. Prospective purchasers should always
read the covenants before they commit to purchase a home
within a homeowners association.

(Michael T. Chulak is the founder of Michael T. Chulak & Associates, a Law
Corporation, based in Agoura Hills. Questions can be sent by e-mail to
info@MTCLaw.com. Answers are general in nature. An attorney should
always be consulted when legal advice is needed. For more information, visit
these two web sites:  www.MTCLaw.com and www.HoaQandANSWER.com.)

Sample Properties For Sale

Retail

Tenant State Price Sq. Ft. Cap Rate

Stock Hill Plaza AZ $2,315,000.00 30,781 9.6%
Retail NY $3,200,000.00 11,800 8.9%
Homesburg Center PA $3,325,000.00 18,850 7.3%
Retail TX $4,750,000.00 138,600 10.6%

Tenant In Common/Alternatives (No Management)

Minimum Year1/Year 5
Type State  Investment Cash On Cash

Flex Office/Warehouse CA $100,000 6%/17%
Dry Stack Boat Storage FL $100,000 6%/20%
Retail/Office Center GA $250,000 7%/7.5%
4 Property Self Storage NV $500,000 7%/8.2%

Mind the IRS in your
related party exchanges

IN YOUR SPACE
BY CHRISTINA S. PORTER

Answers to questions about
pools, maintenance, felines

THE HOA ADVISOR
BY MICHAEL CHULAK

HOME SELLERS
Free home evaluation. Free compterized
list of area home sales and current listings.

Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #1041

www.FreeListingPrice.com
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Oil companies may gain greater
access to Libyan reserves.
BY BARRY SCHWEID
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON — American oil companies stand to gain in
competing for access to oil reserves in Libya by the restoration
of normal diplomatic relations and the removal of Moammar
Gadhafi’s regime from a U.S. list of terrorism sponsors.

The diplomacy that led to the renewal of ties with the North
African country, which were severed in 1980, could also serve
as an example to Iran, Bush administration officials say.

“It could be a model,” Assistant Secretary of State David
Welch said Monday, citing Libya’s decision, under the
weight of sanctions, to abandon its nuclear and other
weapons programs.

American oil companies were banned from operating in
Libya for 18 years — until President Bush in 2004 lifted
most restrictions on doing business in Libya.

This freed companies with oil and gas leases to go back
to work and compete with European companies.

Peter Lichtenbaum, who oversaw trade controls until
February as assistant secretary of Commerce, said the
actions taken Monday by the Bush administration will
remove the need for licenses for some equipment.

Assuming Congress does not disapprove of Libya’s
removal from the State Department’s terror list in the 45
days allowed for review, “the oil companies will send what-
ever they want to send for their operations,” Lichtenbaum,
an international lawyer with Steptoe & Johnson in
Washington, said in an interview.

Another control being lifted, he said, was one imposed by
energy legislation enacted last summer. It barred shipment
abroad of devices that could be part of a nuclear program that
companies like Halliburton normally use to explore for oil.

“That potentially was going to shut down U.S. compa-
nies’ ability to explore for oil,” he said.

Libya produces about 1.6 million barrels of oil a day. Four
big American companies, Occidental Petroleum,
ConoccoPhillips, Marathon Oil and Amerada Hess, for some
20 years have held leases on Libyan oil and gas reserves.

David Mack, a U.S. political officer in Libya during and
after its 1969 revolution, said the amount of oil Libya is
going to provide for America was not going to make a big
difference. “But it will be important for a few companies
that do business there.”

Mack, in an interview, said American oil companies are

never going to dominate
Libya’s oil industry again;
the competition from Europe
is too strong.

He said sales of civilian
aircraft without a special license now will proceed and
Libya could be a pretty good market for them.

Welch, at a State Department news conference, said the
decision to remove Libya from the terrorism list was not
based on the quest for oil.

“This decision is undertaken because they have
addressed our national security concerns,” he said.

That contrasts with Iran, which is accused by the adminis-
tration and its European allies of hiding a nuclear weapons
program. Iran says it is only trying to develop nuclear energy.

Gadhafi surprised the world in late 2003 when he swore
off terrorism and announced plans to dismantle his coun-
try’s weapons of mass destruction programs, including its
nuclear program. Libya’s nuclear weapons hardware was
shipped to the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee
in 2004.

The Bush administration has kept its distance from nego-
tiations with Iran, declining to join now-stalled talks
between Iran and the European Union. There is virtually no
U.S. trade with Iran. Diplomatic relations have been in sus-
pension since 1979.

Currently, the administration is seeking ways to impose
economic sanctions on Iran, either through the U.N. Security
Council or through actions by individual countries.

Whether Iran decides to follow the model set by Libya is
up to Iran, Welch said.

“It’s up to other nations how they look at that as a model,”
he said.

Mack said the United States was persuaded by Britain to
talk to Libya “and it was worth it.”

“It shows diplomacy works if it is backed up with a stick
in the closet,” he said. “The chances of having productive
talks with Iran is greatly increased by this decision.”

Libya turned around after years of stiff sanctions
imposed for defying international demands, Welch said.
“That is a process, in my judgment, that can be emulated in
other cases.”

As the administration turned a page with Libya and
struggled to find a way to halt what it insists is an Iranian
nuclear program, the State Department took a significant
step against Venezuela, also a major oil producer.

Long at odds with the leftist government in
Caracas, the department gave notice it was banning
arms sales to Venezuela as well as f inancing for such
purchases.
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BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — The Senate rejected a call Tuesday to
secure the nation’s borders before tackling other immigra-
tion-related concerns such as citizenship for millions of men
and women in the country illegally, a victory for President
Bush and supporters of a comprehensive approach to a
volatile election-year issue.

The vote was 55-40 against a proposal by Sen. Johnny
Isakson, R-Ga., who said that anything less than a border-
security-first approach amounted to “a wink and a nod one
more time to those who would come here” unlawfully.

Republican and Democratic supporters of the sweeping
Senate bill said Isakson’s approach would be self-defeating
and derail the approach that Bush backed in Monday night’s
prime time speech from the Oval Office. “We have to have
a comprehensive approach if we’re going to gain control of
the borders,” said Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass.

In all, 36 Democrats and 18 Republicans joined with one
independent to torpedo the amendment. Thirty-three
Republicans and seven Democrats supported it.

Eager to blunt any political fallout from opposing
Isakson’s proposal, the bill’s sponsors countered with an alter-
native of their own. Backed by Sen. Ken Salazar, D-Colo., it
said immigration changes envisioned in the legislation could
proceed if the president declared they were in the national
security interests of the United States. It passed, 79-16.

The Senate cast its first votes on the immigration bill as
Bush renewed his call for Congress to act. “The objective is,

on the one hand, protect our borders; and, on the other hand,
never lose sight of the thing that makes America unique
which is, we’re a land of immigrants and that we’re not
going to discriminate against people,” he said at a news con-
ference with Australian Prime Minister John Howard.

Bush drew continued criticism from House Republicans
for his speech, and the White House sought to emphasize the
border security elements of the president’s plan.

“This is going to be a tremendous enforcement support
partnership,” U.S. Border Patrol Chief David Aguilar told
reporters at the White House, anticipating the deployment of
up to 6,000 National Guard troops to states along the
Mexican border.

“We can certainly do what is asked by our commander in
chief,” added Lt. Gen. Steven Blum, chief of the National
Guard Bureau.

Blum, Aguilar and others stressed that National Guard
forces would function in support roles, leaving front-line
law enforcement against illegal immigrants in the hands of

federal Border Patrol agents.
Republicans expressed support for new attempts to

secure America’s porous borders, but they rebelled against
another element of what Bush calls a comprehensive plan to
alter immigration laws.

“Thinly veiled attempts to promote amnesty cannot be
tolerated,” said Rep. Tom Price, R-Ga. “While America is a
nation of immigrants, we are also a nation of laws, and
rewarding those who break our laws not only dishonors the
hard work of those who came here legally but does nothing
to fix our current situation.”

Any legislation that emerges from Congress will eventu-
ally come from House-Senate negotiations.

But first, the Senate had to act, and there, Bush’s speech
won praise from Republicans and Democrats alike lining up
behind long-stalled legislation.

Sen. Mel Martinez, R-Fla., said he and other supporters
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BBistroo Dining
Steamed Mussels

white wine, salsa verde
$8.5

Mushroom Ravioli
brown butter, parmesean, sage

$8

Braised Short Ribs
shallot potatoes, asparagus

$14.5

Jared Simons
Voted one of LA’s hottest chefs – LA.com

*reservations suggested*

3221 Pico Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90405

310.453.9113
www.violetrestaurant.com

Bush wins in an early immigration vote

Border bills across Congress
By The Associated Press

Highlights of the immigration and border security bill
before the Senate:
■ Allows illegal immigrants in the country five years or more
to remain, continue working and eventually become legal
residents after paying fines, back taxes and learning English.
■ Requires illegal immigrants in the U.S. between two and
five years to go to a point of entry at the border and file an
application to return.
■ Requires those in the country less than two years to leave.
■ Creates a special guest worker program for an estimated
1.5 million immigrant farm workers, who could also earn
legal permanent residency.
■ Provides up to 325,000 temporary visas a year for future
workers, with additional visas possible based on labor mar-
ket demands.
■ Adds up to 14,000 Border Patrol agents by 2011 to the
current force of 11,300 agents, for a potential total of
25,300.
■ Authorizes additional detention facilities for apprehended
illegal immigrants.
■ Requires employers and subcontractors to use an elec-
tronic system to verify new hires are legal within 18 months
and increases penalties up to $20,000 per illegal worker
and jail time for repeat offenders.

House bill passed in December:
■ No provisions providing path to legal residency or citizen-
ship for illegal immigrants. No new temporary guest worker
program.
■ Makes illegal presence in the country a felony and increas-
es penalties for first-time illegal entry to the U.S.
■ Makes it a felony to assist, encourage, direct or induce a
person to enter or attempt to enter or remain in the United
States illegally.
■ Beginning in six years, all employers would have to use a
database to verify Social Security numbers of all employees.
■ Increases maximum fines for employers of illegal workers
from current $10,000 to $40,000 per violation and estab-
lishes prison sentences of up to 30 years for repeat offend-
ers.
■ Requires mandatory detention for all non-Mexican illegal
immigrants arrested at ports of entry or at land and sea bor-
ders.
■ Establishes mandatory sentences for smuggling illegal
immigrants and for re-entering the United States illegally
after deportation.
■ Makes a drunken driving conviction a deportable offense.
■ Requires building two-layer fences along 700 miles of the
2,000-mile border between Mexico and the United States. 

See BORDERS, page 14
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BY BEN FOX
Associated Press Writer

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — After years of secrecy, the
Pentagon has disclosed the names, ages and home countries
of everyone held at the isolated Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base in southeastern Cuba as a suspect in the U.S.-led war
on terror.

None of the most notorious terrorist suspects was includ-
ed in the list, raising questions about their whereabouts.

The U.S. says it has held 759 males, ranging from
teenagers to older than 70, from more than 40 countries,
according to the list released late Monday in response to a
Freedom of Information Act lawsuit filed by The Associated
Press.

The list includes some 200 previously undisclosed
names. They are of former Guantanamo detainees who were
moved out before the military began hearings in the summer
of 2004 to determine whether detainees were properly clas-
sified as “enemy combatants.”

While the list includes the 10 detainees who have been
charged with crimes, it doesn’t include alleged Sept. 11 plot-
ters Khalid Shaikh Mohammed and Ramzi Binalshibh.

“There’s still much more in darkness,” said Priti Patel, a
lawyer with New York-based Human Rights First who has
monitored legal proceedings at Guantanamo.

Lawyers and other advocates will be able to use the new
list to track who has been held at the base and find former
detainees to help investigate allegations of abuse, Patel said.

The Pentagon released the list while denying the AP
access to other information about the detainees, most of
whom were held on suspicion of links to al-Qaida or the
Taliban following the U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan.

The handover marks the first time that everyone who has
been held by the Defense Department at Guantanamo Bay
has been identified, said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Chito Peppler, a
Pentagon spokesman.

Last month, the military released the names of 558
detainees, also in response to an AP lawsuit.

The names of all detainees held at Guantanamo Bay were
previously kept classified because of “the security operation
as well as the intelligence operation that takes place down
there,” said Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman.

The new list, when compared to the one from April,
shows the Pentagon released many Afghans who were swept
up early in the war. More than 90 were transferred out of
Guantanamo between January 2002 and the summer of
2004.

Anthony Romero, executive director of the American
Civil Liberties Union, believes U.S. officials are trying to
deflect international criticism of Guantanamo Bay by grad-
ually moving out detainees.

“They are trying to slowly let the air out of the tires as a
way to make the problem go away,” Romero said.

The list released Monday also does not specify what has
happened to former Guantanamo Bay detainees.

The fate of some is documented. All British nationals
held at Guantanamo Bay were transferred back to Britain.
What has become of dozens of other detainees was not
known.

Some could be free. Others could be in secret U.S. deten-
tion centers, or in torture cells of prisons in other countries.

The AP sought the names, photos and other details of
current and former Guantanamo Bay detainees through a
Freedom of Information Act request on Jan. 18. After the
Pentagon didn’t respond, the AP filed a lawsuit in March
seeking compliance.

The Pentagon later agreed to turn over much of the infor-
mation. Motions are pending in court for additional infor-
mation, including the height and weight of the roughly 480
detainees still at Guantanamo Bay to assist with news cover-
age of a hunger strike.

The Pentagon refused to release that information, arguing
that medical records are private. The military said the
hunger strike began in August and has involved a maximum
of 131 detainees.

The Pentagon also argued that releasing photos of current
detainees would damage U.S. intelligence gathering. 

Pentagon hands over list of
all Guantanamo Bay detaineeshad the support needed to defeat any crippling amendments

offered by critics. Bush’s speech “solidified some votes,” he
told reporters.

“The president gets it,” added Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill.
Behind the rhetorical lovefest lay political calculations —

politicians of both parties stressing their election-year cre-
dentials as tough on illegal immigration in an era of terror-
ism.

Still, the impact on the Senate floor was to demonstrate
support for legislation that combined several elements —
toughening border control, creating a new guest worker pro-
gram and opening the door to eventual citizenship for most
of the estimated 12 million illegal immigrants already in the
country. The same bill includes provisions to toughen
enforcement of laws against the hiring of illegal workers by
businesses.

The centerpiece of Bush’s speech Monday night from the
Oval office was his announcement that as many as 6,000
National Guard troops would be dispatched, in coordination
with governors, to states along the Mexican border to pro-
vide intelligence and surveillance support to Border Patrol
agents. The Border Patrol would remain responsible for
catching and detaining illegal immigrants.

“We do not yet have full control of the border, and I am
determined to change that,” the president said.

Still, Bush insisted, “The United States is not going to
militarize the southern border.”

While much of the advance focus on Bush’s speech was
on border security — a major issue for conservatives — the
president’s comments on possible citizenship for illegal
immigrants were more explicit than earlier remarks and
showed an effort to appeal to moderates and business own-
ers who favor liberalized immigration laws.

“Some in this country argue that the solution is to deport
every illegal immigrant, and that any proposal short of this
amounts to amnesty. I disagree,” he said.

“It is neither wise nor realistic to round up millions of
people, many with deep roots in the United States, and send
them across the border. There is a rational middle ground
between granting an automatic path to citizenship for every
illegal immigrant, and a program of mass deportation.” 

Speech stresses borders
BORDERS, from page 13
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■■  In 1792, the New York Stock
Exchange was founded by brokers
meeting under a tree located on what
is now Wall Street.
■■  In 1875, the first Kentucky Derby
was run; the winner was “Aristides.”
■■  In 1906, 100 years ago, opera
singer Zinka Milanov was born in
Zagreb, Croatia.
■■  In 1939, Britain’s King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth arrived in Quebec
on the first visit to Canada by reigning
British sovereigns.
■■  In 1940, the Nazis occupied
Brussels, Belgium, during World War II.
■■  In 1946, President Truman seized
control of the nation’s railroads, delay-
ing a threatened strike by engineers.
■■  In 1973, the Senate opened its
hearings into the Watergate scandal.
■■  In 1980, rioting that claimed 18
lives erupted in Miami’s Liberty City
after an all-white jury in Tampa acquit-
ted four former Miami police officers of
fatally beating black insurance execu-
tive Arthur McDuffie.

Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street
(310) 458-6232

An American Haunting (PG-13) 
1:00, 3:20, 5:35, 8:00, 10:30

Inside Man (R) 
1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50

Just My Luck (PG-13) 
2:10, 5:00, 7:40, 10:15

United 93 (R)
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00

Mann's Criterion Theatre
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

Ice Age: The Meltdown (PG)
11:10am, 1:20, 3:30, 5:40 

Mission: Impossible III (PG-13)
11:20am, 12:00, 1:10, 2:20, 3:10,
4:20, 5:10, 6:20, 7:20, 8:00, 9:30,
10:20, 11:00

Poseidon (PG-13)
11:00am, 11:30am, 1:30, 2:00, 4:00,
4:30, 6:30, 7:00, 7:50, 9:10, 9:40,
10:30

AMC7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street
(310)289-4262

Akeelah and the Bee (PG)
1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40

Goal! The Dream Begins (PG)
1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00

Hoot (PG)
12:40, 3:00, 5:25, 7:40 

Keeping Up With the Steins (PG-13)
12:25, 2:50, 5:15, 7:50, 10:20 

RV (PG)
12:30, 2:55, 5:20, 7:55, 10:15

Scary Movie 4 (PG-13)
3:35, 5:40, 7:45, 9:55

Silent Hill (R)
12:50, 10:10 

Stick It (PG-13)
12:20, 2:45, 5:10, 7:35, 10:05

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310)281-8228

Art School Confidential (R)
11:30am, 2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50 
Thank You for Smoking (R)
11:40am, 2:15, 4:45, 10:00

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 2nd Street
(310)394-9741

Down in the Valley (R)
1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 9:55

Friends With Money (R)
12:45, 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 10:00

Wah-Wah (R)
1:45, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45

Water (PG-13)
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:55

MORE TODAY IN HISTORY

M O V I E G U I D E
SHOWTIMES: WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2006

Information: calendar@smdp.com

By The Associated Press

BERLIN — Uma Thurman, along with two
German producers, has secured the film rights to
German author Frank Schaetzing’s best-seller
“The Swarm,” his publisher said.

The ecological thriller dominated Germany’s
best-seller lists for nearly a year and was translat-
ed into 18 languages.

Thurman, along with Ica and Michael
Souvignier, plans to shoot the movie at several
international locations, Kiepenheuer & Witsch
publishers said in Cologne.

“Several big-name studios and producers have
pitched for the stuff in the past few years,”
Schaetzing said Tuesday. “For me, Uma, Ica and
Michael are the ideal constellation for an interna-
tional film success. We have the same vision.”

Thurman, 36, was nominated for an Oscar for
1994’s “Pulp Fiction.” Her screen credits also
include roles in “The Producers” and the “Kill
Bill” movies.

CANNES, France — Ian McKellen’s visit to this
year’s Cannes Film Festival is a little more high-
profile than his past trips.

McKellen has done Cannes before in unoffi-
cial capacities, trying to raise funds for his
Shakespeare adaptation “Richard III,” publicizing
his little-seen movie “Emile,” and doing inter-
views for the premiere of footage from “The Lord
of the Rings” trilogy.

This time, McKellen gets his first trip up the
grand Cannes red carpet — and he gets to do it
twice, as a co-star of “The Da Vinci Code,” which
was to open the festival Wednesday, and “X-Men:
The Last Stand,” which premieres at Cannes on
Monday.

For all the glamour of Cannes, the festival is an
exhausting experience for anyone in the film
world, whether they’re promoting an upcoming
release, trying to land financing for a project or
finding distributors for a finished movie,
McKellen said.

“I think people who probably enjoy Cannes the

most are people who are not in the business at all
and who just like movies and come to see them,”
the 66-year-old actor said. “They may not see
many stars, but they get to see lots of movies.”

HANOI, Vietnam — Vietnam has postponed the
appeals trial of former British glam rocker Gary
Glitter until next month.

The trial, which was scheduled for Friday, has
been postponed until after June 5, said Bui Ngoc
Hoa, head of the People’s Supreme Court of
Appeals in Ho Chi Minh City.

“There are things we need to prepare more
thoroughly,” he said Tuesday.

Glitter, 62, whose real name is Paul Francis
Gadd, was convicted and sentenced to three years
in prison by a Vietnamese court in March for
committing obscene acts with 10- and 11-year-
old girls at his rented seaside villa and at a hotel.

He was arrested in November while trying to
leave the country on a flight from Ho Chi Minh
City to Bangkok, Thailand.

Glitter has maintained his innocence and says
he is a victim of a British tabloid conspiracy.

CANNES, France — Tom Hanks and other stars
of “The Da Vinci Code” arrived at the Cannes Film
Festival on board a train that broke the world record
for the longest nonstop international rail trip.

The high-speed Eurostar train, named “The Da
Vinci Code” for the trip, was part of a promotion-
al blitz leading up to the movie’s world premiere
Wednesday in Cannes. The London-Cannes train
went 883 miles in 7 hours, 25 minutes, passing
through the tunnel under the English Channel on
Tuesday.

Eurostar said an official from Guinness World
Records was on board and certified the record.

Before starting the trip, Hanks posed for pic-
tures at Waterloo station in London with co-stars
Audrey Tautou, Ian McKellen, Paul Bettany, Jean
Reno and Alfred Molina, director Ron Howard
and author Dan Brown.

In Cannes, the stars were whisked into a black
Mercedes driven by men in black suits and sun-

glasses, and a crowd cheered their names.

LONDON — Bono was a guest editor of The
Independent newspaper, filling its pages with sto-
ries on HIV/AIDS in Africa, poverty and global
warming.

The 46-year-old Irish rocker, who has long
complained that Africa’s problems get little atten-
tion in the news, was invited to sit in the editor’s
chair to highlight his latest venture, Project RED,
which enlists corporations to donate the proceeds
of products made under the “RED” brand to
humanitarian efforts in Africa.

On Tuesday, the newspaper’s front page fea-
tured a headline saying, “No News Today,” with
the footnote: “Just 6,500 Africans died today as a
result of a preventable, treatable disease
(HIV/AIDS).” The message was illustrated with
several images symbolizing life and death by
artist Damien Hirst.

Half the revenue from the sale of Tuesday’s
Independent will go to aid groups in Africa, the
newspaper said.

“Our readers have already shown, by their con-
tribution to our annual charity appeals, their inter-
est and concern in Africa,” said Independent
Editor in Chief Simon Kelner in a statement.

In an editorial, Bono, the frontman for U2, asked
readers to support his Project RED initiative, which
includes corporate sponsors such as American
Express, the Gap and Converse footwear.

The newspaper also included an editorial by
Bob Geldof, an interview with Giorgio Armani by
Stella McCartney, observations by U2 guitarist
The Edge on rebuilding efforts by New Orleans
musicians in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina
and the top 10 favorite musical works of U.S.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — Sean “Diddy”
Combs has reached a settlement with a North
Carolina man who said the bodyguards hired by
the rap mogul beat him after a concert in 1995.

Details of the confidential settlement reached
Monday were not released.

Uma prepares for Swarm
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310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement.  Renovation and
new construction projects
using traditional architec-
ture through full turn-key
development.  Always,
open communication
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STRONG
CD rate with an even stronger

GUARANTEE.
Looking for a secure place to grow
your money? Get a guaranteed yield 
with a fixed rate CD from State Farm
Bank.® For information, call me today.

STATE FARM BANK • HOME OFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS • statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

*Annual Percentage Yield as of 3/01/06, rates subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open
an account and obtain the stated APY is $500. A penalty may be imposed for a withdrawal prior to maturity.
Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then current rate for the same term. Some products and
services not available in all areas.

Troy Wilson
2451 Santa Monica Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Bus: 310-315-1955

4.45%

1-YEAR CD
APY* 4.65%

5-YEAR CD
APY*
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Creative

GOT MUSIC?
DJ, Emcee, Pianist

310.420.2828
Every Occasion – 

Venues Large and Small
Weddings, Anniversaries,

Birthdays, Premiers, Proms
Corporate Events…

Employment
ACCOUNTING CLERK/ADMIN As-
sistant for small Santa Monica ap-
parel mfg company, must know 
QuickBooks Pro, exp in A/P & A/R, 
print checks, input Payroll, 
month-end reports & general ledger, 
data entry in other systems, organ-
ized, able to multi task, proficient in 
Word/Excel, good phone skills. Email 
resume to: 
info@socialawearness.com

SALES
Tile, Marble, and Slab
SSantaa Monicaa Showroom

Salary 
+

Commission

Prefer design or
Tile experience

Contact 310.995.5136

College radio music promotion intern 
$8 p/t flexible 12-20hrs/week in 
Santa Monica (310) 998-8305 xt 85

COMPANION/ DRIVER
Work for a lovely couple 

34 hours per week
Monday through Friday. Pacific Pali-
sades area, driving, errands, light 
chores/meal preparation and lovely 
attitude required.
Call Mark: (818) 222-0955 Silverado 
Senior Services.

ESTHETICIANS COMMISSIONS or 
rental 
Massage therapists commission or 
rental for upscale Health Center in 
Venice, (310) 396-3635

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR 
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. 
(818) 501-0266

Employment
GOLD IS HOT!
$100K+ in 2006
Merit Financial, a 20 year company
based in Santa Monica, is seeking ac-
complished, motivated sales execs 
for an above average income. Candi-
date should have extensive success-
ful sales background. Leads from TV, 
radio, email.
Call Peter-310-394-7577

HAIRSTYLIST commission or 
rental....MANICURIST, commission or 
rental. PT/FT Downtown, SM. 1414 
4th St. (310) 260-3906

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in 
the housekeeping department of Cen-
tury City Doctors Hospital. All shifts 
available, PT/FT. Hospital housekeep-
ing preferred. Call (310) 557-7785 for 
interview.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in 
the environmental service department 
of St. John’s Health Center. Looking 
for housekeeper/waste management. 
PT/FT. Hospital experience preferred. 
Call (310) 829-8431 for interview 

INPATIENT CODING Specialist
Concurrent review of inpt records to 
establish working DRG, ensure docu-
mentation  is complete, compliant & 
reflects severity of illness. Acts as a 
liaison between case mgt medical 
staff & HIM. Bonus potential, F/T, 

benefits, Santa Monica, CA Requires 
RHIA, RHIT, or CCS w/3 years inpt 
coding exp in acute care facility 

479-770-0220 or 
HIM.Employment@Cymetrix.com 

LINE COOK position local Santa Mon-
ica restaurant 2 years exp. In Mexican 
food. Must speak English fax resume 
to (310) 828-1319 call 
(310) 828-1315 from 10-noon 

MENTOR CUTTER Needed at 
clean, professional Santa Monica 
salon. Call Don for an appointment 
or inquiries (310) 315-1098

NEED EXPERIENCED Sales Person and 
Assistant Manager. Santa Monica 
Auto Group Please call Roger at 
(310) 828-4424

OVERNIGHT CAREGIVER (part 
time)
Ocean House is looking for a part 
time overnight caregiver to work 2 
days per week at upscale retirement 
community on Ocean Ave.  Will be re-
sponsible for meds and care of resi-
dents.  Please come by and fill out an 
application at 2107 Ocean Ave. SM, 
CA 90405 or fax a resume with salary 
history to (310) 314-7356.

Employment
PROPERTY MANAGER
Experienced Property Manager 
needed for 72unit HUD 202/8 senior 
residential community in Santa Mon-
ica, CA. Must have exp w/ HUD Regs, 
marketing, occupancy, tenant rela-
tions & maintenance supervision 
skills. Bckgrnd & drug test req’d. Fax 
res/sal hist (562) 430-8723.

RECEPTIONIST GENERAL office bilin-
gual English/Spanish a plus.  45wpm 
MS Word, filing, phones in Marina del 
Rey. Fax resume with salary history to 
(310) 306-4498

P/T RETAIL SALES
Popular Santa Monica retail store 
specializing in travel supplies & cloth-
ing seeks friendly sales associates. 
Competitive pay and flex schedule. 
Retail & travel experience a plus! 
Weekend availability required.   Fax 
resume to 805-568-5406; e-mail 
hr@magellans.com; or apply in per-
son at retail store, 1006 Wilshire 
Blvd., Santa Monica

www.magellans.com/jobs

SMALL GIFT shop and cafe looking for 
barista/clerk to work evenings, 
5:30-9:30pm and weekends 
1:00-7:30pm. If you are cheerful, en-
ergetic, and customer service ori-
ented please call (310) 451-9785 af-
ter 10am. Located in upscale Santa 
Monica hotel.

SOCIAL ESCORTS needed. Accom-
pany celebs, V.I.P.’S to dinner, thea-
tre, events, etc. $200/hr 
(323) 836-0700

TOP DESIGNER Santa Monica bou-
tique seeks team player, HIGH energy 
salesperson, experience preferred. 
Salary and commission. 
(310) 394-1406.

TWO POSITIONS: Cook and 
Dishwasher
Ocean House is looking for experi-
enced cook and a dishwasher  to 
work in kitchen at upscale retirement 
community on Ocean Ave.  This is a 
full time position and candidate must 
have experience and be flexible 
morning, afternoon and evening 
shifts.  Benefits eligible after 90 days.  
Please come by and fill out an appli-
cation at 2107 Ocean Ave. SM, CA 
90405 or fax a resume with salary 
history to (310) 314-7356.

For Sale
RETAIL STORE fixtures. Floor racks, 
showcases, display tables, lights, etc. 
Lightly used. 310-926-8786 or email 
sjooma@msn.com

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for 
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Pets
ADORABLE MALTESE pups, boys & 
girls, will 3~5 lb, have shots & de-
wormed, CKC registered, around 8 to 
10 weeks, home raised, loving & 
sweet, $800~$1500, for more info 
ask Brandon to 323-819-0113

TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female, 
toy/t-cup size available, shots & de-
wormed, registered with CKC or AKC, 
health guarantee, home raised and 
very loving & sweet, for more 
info please click on www.worldken-
nelusa.com or call Kelly at 
(323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-6371

Instruction

SAXOPHONE/CLARINET LESSONS,
All Ages
Taught By Doctor of Saxophone 
Graduate From UCLA
Contact @ (310) 266-1052

Wanted
PROFESSIONAL AND lic. Massage 
therapist with clientele looking for 
200-400sf office to sublet or share. 
Brentwood or Santa Monica areas 
only (310) 712-1691

Employment Wanted
STOP - You Found your Solution-
EXCELLENT ASSISTANCE SERVICE.~ 
We go Above & Beyond~ 
310.425.2600

For Rent
$1245/MO. EXCELLENT area, Cozy 
upper 1bdrm/1bath; hardwood floor-
ing, appliances, redecorated, open 
house Sat-Sun 10-2. 2606 S Se-
pulveda (310) 395-1495

$2795/MO PRIME location North of 
Wilshire. Upstairs 3bd/2ba. Front 
apartment, Very nice. Hardwood 
flooring. Close to beach and 3rd 
Street Promenade. 917 Lincoln Blvd., 
#4 (310) 395-1495.

For Rent

Rentals available

No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA

2213 Oak  $1795
Remodeled 2 bed, upper,

fridge & stove, laundry room

230 Pacific   $2195
Upper 2 bed, 13⁄4 bath, fridge,

Dishwasher, close to Main St &
beach

1023 21st St.  $2495
Lower 3 bed, 2 bath, new car-

pet &  paint, dishwasher,
garage

WESTSIDE

11905 Avon, Mar Vista,
$850

Lower single, fridge, dishwasher, 
stove, gated entry & parking

744 S. Windsor, Hancock
Pk,  $1400

Lower 2 bed, 11⁄2 baths,
new carpet,

new stove, gated parking

11615 Darlington, BW,
$1795

Upper 2 bed, 11⁄2 bath, remodeled,
Near San Vicente shops &

restaurants

2495 Corinth, West LA,
$2100

New 2 bed, 21⁄2 bath, town-
house style, Washer/dryer
included, granite counters

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FFORR MOREE LISTINGSS GOO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, 
CA 90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

Most of our buildings 
are pet friendly

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR COMPLETE 

LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo 
2bdrms/1Bath,  Carpet, parking, re-
frigerator,  dishwasher, newly remod-
eled bathroom, cable ready 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $795/mo 
Studio/1Bath, New Carpets, refrigera-
tor, electric heater, full kitchen, near 
SMC (310) 395-RENT www.westsid-
erentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, Will consider pet, Car-
pets, Gated parking, cute and clean 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, hardwood floors, yard, 
patio, large, sunny apartment,  hard-
wood floors (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, Hardwood Floors, Park-
ing, laundry, close to beach/main st 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com 

SANTA MONICA $1485/mo 
2bdrms/1Bath, Will consider pet, new 
carpets, parking, laundry, controlled 
access. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2350/mo 
3bdrms/2Baths, new carpets, 2-car 
tandem parking, laundry, dishwasher,  
2decks (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2800/mo 
3bdrms/2Baths, North of Wilshire, 
subterranean parking, laundry, dish-
washer, balcony, fireplace. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $800/mo 
Bachelor/1Bath, Month-to-month 
lease, Carpets, refrigerator, upper, 
non-smoking, paid utilities. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $900/mo 
Bachelor/1Bath, Hardwood Floors, 
laundry, refrigerator, mini 
stove/burner. Near SMC/beach. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 
2BD/2BA $3,200 Stylish Living on the 
Promenade with ocean and mountain 
views, Hardwood floors, Vaulted Ceil-
ings, fireplace, washer/dryer, walking 
distance to shopping, dining and en-
tertainment. 310.274.9786 or email 
office@gatewaylp.com NO PETS

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or

Santa Monica: Starting at 
$400/month

(323) 650-7988

SM $1295/MO 1 Bedroom above ga-
rage charming bright private hard-
wood/mexican tile floors 835 1/2 Ce-
dar (818) 501-4100
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ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

Classifieds GET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
For Rent

WLA 2606 S. Sepulveda $1145/mo. 
Excellent location. 1bd/1ba, upstairs, 
very cozy. Hardwood flooring, appli-
ances. (310) 395-1495

Roommates

FREE HOUSING
SERVICE
�Need a little extra income?
�Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 27 years

Commercial Lease

PRIME INGLEWOOD
7,000 SQ. FT.
Ideal for studio/medical

building 
20 ft. high ceiling

close to Marina Del Rey

703 Centinela/Hyde Park
$1.00 per sq. ft.

Call (310) 995 5136
for a preview

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 962sq ft. $1680. 
3-5 year lease fsg. Located on Venice 
Blvd, Mar Vista. Three story modern 
building. Deke Keasbey 
(310) 477-3192 ext 105

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. 
Very charming building, small offices. 
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. 
(310) 614-6462

SM SMALL office space for lease. 127 
Broadway 2nd floor office with oper-
able windows. $1100/month. Par 
Commercial (310) 395-2663 ext 101

Upscale office space to share in Ven-
ice, Ca. Run your own practice. In-
cludes fully equipped office, recep-
tion, pvt treatment rooms, and equip, 
utilities and free parking. F/T, P/T 
perfect for MD, L.ac, PT, DC, Rent ne-
gotiable (310) 396-3635

Real Estate

Real Estate

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN

310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING

LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000

2 Units $533,850

3 Units $645,300

3 Units $645,300

4 Units $801,950

ROB

SCHULTZ
BROKER

LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30

YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change

* As of January 11, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate

Vehicles for sale
‘01 JAGUAR XK8 $33,981

Conv, Nav, Chromes 
(1NA22084)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

01 PORSCHE CARRERA 
CAB $49,981

Blk/Blk Tip, Lo Miles
(1S654891)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

02 BOXSTER $26,981 
Steel Grey/Black, 6 Speed 

(2U620852)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

02 LEXUS LS430 $35,981
Desert Silver/Tan, Only 

24K mi (20057375) 
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

03 CLK55 $47,981
Blk/Blk, Only 9300mi, 
Chromes (3F051379)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

03 M3 Convertible 
$39,984 Pewter/Ash 

(39K02785)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

04 CAYENNE S $45,962 
White/Tan, Tip 

(4LA65825)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

04 TL 3.2 $27,981 
Gold/Tan, Low 11Kmi 

(4A003736)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

05 545IA $54981 
Black/Black, Sport, Navi-

gation (SCN63998)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

05 MINI COOPER Auto 
$27981 Conv’t, Sport, Hot 

Orange! (5TG10499)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

2004 MERCEDES Benz CLK 500 con-
vertible, silver/black, 16k miles, On 
sale now $47,995 Vin #017557. 
(310) 828-4424

’99 DODGE Durango: air, cd, leather, 
72k miles, asking $7,400. 
(732) 904-0497

All makes & models, all cars
considered. Friendly professional

buyer.We come to you and 
handle all paper work. 

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. BodyWave, 
Sports. Strictly non-sexual. Introduc-
tory specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

Lee’s Chiropractor

By Appt. or Walk-Ins

2500 Overland Ave. Los Angeles @ Pico

Deep tissue massage• Oil massage
Swedish massage• Sport massage

Stress reduction • Therapeutic massage

Mon-Sun 10am-9pm
(310) 280-0900

$5.00
OFF
Exp. 6/30/06

CUSTOMIZED DEEP Tissue Massage 
for athletes, seniors, and everyone 
else. $55/70 minutes Paul 
(310) 741-1901

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

TRIGGER POINT MASSAGE
Relieve Tension, Improve 

Range of Motion 
and Feel Great again! & 

feel it Immediately
Learn How it can help you at:

www.nydoo.com/massage
or Call: 310-930-5884

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 90 Vending 
Machines Excellent locations, all for 
$10,995.00 (800) 229-9261

Lost & Found
BRACELET FOUND Sunday 5/7/06 at 
3 pm. Lincoln and Pico Blvd in Santa 
Monica. (310) 260-0029

I FOUND 2 keys on akey ring Monday, 
5/15/06 at 1:45pm outside of Post Of-
fice at 5th and Arizona. Please call to 
identify (310) 260-0029

Notices
NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-

MINISTER ESTATE OF:
MARY ELIZABETH 

BREHONEY
CASE NO. BP098183

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of MARY
ELIZABETH BREHONEY.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by FRED SZKOLNIK in 
the Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that FRED SZKOLNIK be 
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent's WILL and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The WILL and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act . (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be re-
quired to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent admini-
stration authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on 06/05/06 at 8:30AM in Dept. 
5 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 

Notices
the petition, you should appear at 
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a 
contingent creditor of the deceased, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
as provided in Probate Code section 
9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Special No-
tice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code Section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JILL BROUSARD, ESQ.
13305 PENN ST., #100
WHITTIER, CA 90602
5/10, 5/11, 5/17/06
CNS-964647#
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
Trustee Sale No. 200839CA Loan 
No. 0695684597 Title Order No. 
6270390 You are in default under a 
Deed of Trust dated 06/10/2005. 
Unless you /take action to protect 
your property, it may be sold at a 
public sale. If you need an explana-
tion of the nature of the proceedings 
against you, you should contact a 
lawyer. On 05/23/2006 at 10:30 AM, 
California Reconveyance Company 
as the duly appointed Trustee under 
and pursuant to Deed of Trust Re-
corded 06/15/2005, Book --, Page 
--, Instrument 051401202 of official 
records in the Office of the Recorder 
of Los Angeles County, California, 
executed by: David Feddon, an un-
married man, as Trustor, Long 
Beach Mortgage Company, as 
Beneficiary, will sell at public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder for 
cash, cashier's check drawn by a 
state or national bank, a cashier's 
check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a cashier's check 
drawn by a state or federal savings 
and loan association, savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank specified in 
section 5102 of the Financial Code 
and authorized to do business in 
this state. Sale will be held by the 
duly appointed trustee as shown be-
low, of all right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now held by the 
trustee in the hereinafter described 
property under and pursuant to the 
Deed of Trust. The sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regard-
ing title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by 
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
estimated fees, charges and ex-
penses of the Trustee for the total 
amount (at the time of the initial 
publication of the Notice of Sale) 
reasonably estimated to be set forth 
below. The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. Place of Sale: At 
the west side of the Los Angeles 
County Courthouse, directly facing 
Norwalk Boulevard, 12720 Norwalk 
Blvd., Norwalk, CA Legal Descrip-
tion: The Northeasterly 1/2 of Lot 
184, of Tract No. 8379, in the City of 
Santa Monica, County of Los Ange-
les, State of California, as per map 
recorded in Book 113 Page(s) 54 to 
56 inclusive Maps, in the office of 
the county recorder of said county. 
Amount of unpaid balance and other 
charges: $762,497.05 (estimated) 
Street address and other common 
designation of the real property: 
2464 Ocean park Boulevard Santa 
Monica, CA 90045. APN Number: 
4272-023-016 The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for 
any incorrectness of the street ad-
dress and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. The prop-
erty heretofore described is being 
sold "as is". Date: 05-03-2006 Cali-
fornia Reconveyance Company, as 
Trustee 9301 Corbin Avenue Mail 
Stop: N030312, Northridge, CA
91324 (714) 259-7850 or www.fna-
sap.com (714) 573-1965 or 
www.priorityposting.com Deborah 
Brignac, Vice President California 
Reconveyance Company is a debt 

Notices
collector attempting to collect a 
debt. Any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose. ASAP# 
767829 05/03/2006, 05/10/2006, 
05/17/2006 

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 06 0658229 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as PACIFIC REEF 
TROPICAL FISH, 1513 WEST SEPULVEDA BLVD., 
SUITE D, TORRANCE, CA 90501. The full name of 
registrant(s) is/are : MIKE H. YIM, 6604 MAR-
QUETTE DR, BUENA PARK, CA 90620 This Busi-
ness is being conducted by, an individual. Signed: 
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business 
under the fictitious name or names listed herein.. 
/s/: MIKE H. YIM
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of  
LOS ANGELES County on 3/28/2006. NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name statement 
in violation of the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 14411et 
seq.,Business and Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 4/26/2006, 
5/3/2006, 5/10/2006, 5/17/2006

SELL YOUR 
CAR FAST!
Advertise your used car for sale in the 
only LOCAL DAILY newspaper in town.

$45FOR ONLY

1964 Pontiac Catalina
New Transmission, new paint job. 150K
original miles. Immaculate condition
inside. Kept in garage for many years.
Must see! 
$3,000 (310) 458-7737

Run it until it sells!*

Package includes:
■ Ad runs until your car sells. Period.*
■ Large format photograph.
■ 20 word description.
■ FREE online placement!

Call us today at
(310) 458-7737
Take advantage of this great offer.

Ad shown actual size

SAMPLE AD!

*Terms and conditions. Ad will run for thirty (30) consecutive
days. After 30 days, ad will expire and advertiser must call to sched-
ule a free renewal. Ads are renewed for an additional 2 weeks.
Advertiser must call within 5 days of ad expiration to renew. If renew-
al is placed after 5 days of ad expiration, advertiser must pay full price.
Photographs must be submitted digitally in JPG or TIFF format. Email
photographs to anniek@smdp.com. Photographs only appear on
print edition. 20 word description maximum; additional words 50
cents. Call for more details. Private parties only. Terms subject to
change without notice.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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ServiceDirectory
Promote your business in the only DAILY local newspaper in town.

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737Prepay your ad today!

Some restrictions may apply. 

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405

$89 A LEAK
Dependable Roofing

Flat and shingle roof expert.
Senior citizen discount 10-15%

(323) 216-6732  FREE ESTIMATES

Services

Financial

Insurance & Financial Services 

Are you
Covered?

Call 
Robertt F.. Schwenker
For More Information
Individual LIC # OE96620

661.607.9404
BKSCHWENKER@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Services

Psychic/Medium

Private Readings

These

messages

can

change

your

lifE!

Psychic Medium
Laura Richard, Ph.D. 

8 1 8 . 9 8 1 . 1 4 2 5

Services

Gen. Contracting

MAXIMUM Construction
Complete Household Repair

Electrical, Fencing

Doors, Windows, Flooring

Drywall, Texture, Painting

Remodel & Additions

Concrete, Stucco

Free Consultation

Reasonable Prices

Call Max Ruiz

(213) 210-7680
handymax1@aol.com

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest.  Reliable.
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Moving

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. 

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (323) 630-9971

Therapy

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

Johnn J.. McGrail,, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Tutoring

EXPERT
TUTORING
SERVICES

Experienced, CA credentialed
teacher specializing in grades

K-5, all subjects.

Please call:
Courtney (310) 266-0667

Painting/Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

&DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior • Free Estimates

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting.com   LIC: 0002088305-0001-4

Services

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom,, Interiorr 

andd Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Residential &
Commercial

Int. & Ext. 
Texture & Drywall
Wood works &
Repair work 
Kitchen cabinet
Faux finish
Replace cabinet &
Counter top
Stucco work

Lic.# 825896
310.284.8333

Insurance

NEW
AUTO RATES!

Local Brentwood Office

Randy Wewetzer
Phone (310) 889-7134

Fax (310) 476-7464
License: #0E62092
rwewetzer@farmersagent.com

Renters - Auto - Home - Life

Services

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Bookkeeping

S IMPL I FY
Experienced, Efficient, 

and Swift.

BOOKKEEPER 
FOR HIRE

Quickbooks $40/hr.
Pick Up and Delivery

Call now to save!
(310) 264-0828

Real Estate

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Pacwest Mortgage

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 6%
10 year/1 arm 5.75%
7 year/1 arm 5.625%
5 year/1 arm 5.5%**
3 year/1 arm 5.5%**
1 year/1 arm 5.375%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 3.375%
1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change
* As of February 7, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan
*** Denotes Neg Am

1 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$417,000
2 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$533,850
3 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$645,300
4 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$801,950

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties Broker Rob Schultz, #01218743 Department of Real Estate Phone - (916) 227–0864

PREMIER LISTINGS

7912 Osage
Westchester

$630,000

BUILD 2 TOWNHOUSES
PLANS AND PERMITS

Venice Canals
$1,825,000

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

522 W. Sunview
Palm Springs

$305,000

2957 Lincoln Blvd.
Duplex, Santa

Monica

$1,499,000

“Big Money Maker” Lots of potential, looking for investors Call for more info (310) 392-9223 50 million dollar
resort which includes: Resort Components, Hotel amenities, Full Service Spa, Convention Center, 250 rooms , 40
Cabanas ( 2 bdrm + 1 bth), 25 houses (3 bdrm + 2 bth), 10 townhouses (3 bdrm + 2 bth), 12 Vacant lots, Restaurants,
Real Estate Development,, Undeveloped Area, All sitting on 45 acres of beach property in Baja California 

COMING SOON! New listing, in Westchester. Fixer. $710,000
NEW LISTINGIN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

12624 FREEMAN
4 PLEX

$670,000

IN ESCROW

124-126 Fowling
Ocean View Duplex

Playa del Rey

$1,499,000

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

2432 21st St.
Santa Monica

$1,175,000

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

44116 Dahlia,
Lancaster

$319,999

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

5601 W. 83rd St.
Los Angeles

$725,000

NEW LISTING!JUST REDUCED $100K

Pacific Ocean Properties
2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica 310.392.9223

TIMEE FORR AA 30
YEARR FIXED?

Ratess ass loww ass 6%

New conforming loan amounts:
One unit $417,000, Two units $533,850, Three units $645,300, 4 units $801,950

Rob Schultz
Broker

Licensed California
Broker #01381120

3448 Maplewood
Ave., Los Angeles

2432 21st St.,
Santa Monica

7250 W. 82nd
St., Playa del Rey

8314 Blewott
Ave., North Hills

RECENT
TRANSACTIONS

SOLD

SOLD

1101 Superba,
Venice

4020 Manhatten
Beach Blvd.

NO
PHOTO

1815 W. Holme
#5, Westwood

2519 4th St. #9,
Santa Monica

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS

IN ESCROW


