
MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

In a move to help the local 
economy recover after stay-at-home 
orders are lifted, Santa Monica City 
Council on Tuesday voted to relax 
regulations on alcohol service for 
many restaurants and encourage 
nightlife on the Third Street 
Promenade.

Restaurants in commercial areas 
other than the Promenade will be 
allowed to serve alcohol from 8 
a.m. to 12 a.m. each day, rather than 

just on Fridays and Saturdays, and 
generate half of their gross revenue 
from alcohol sales — the state’s legal 
limit. The city previously capped 
alcohol sales at 35% of revenue.

The council also voted to extend 
a coronavirus-era rule that allows 
restaurants to offer alcoholic drinks 
for takeout and delivery.

Councilmember Greg Morena, 
who runs The Albright restaurant on 
the Santa Monica Pier, said alcohol 
sales help restaurants survive on 

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

Approximately 13 educators in the 
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District are set to be laid off prior 
to next school year after a vote was 
undertaken by the district’s board of 
education Tuesday night.

SMMUSD’s board voted 
4-3 to approve a resolution that 
accepts a recent decision from an 
administrative law judge and directs 
staff to continue with the layoff 
process. Oscar de la Torre, Ralph 
Mechur and Maria Leon-Vazquez 
each voted no on Tuesday night’s 

resolution that served as one of the 
final steps in a pink slip process that 
has been described as “painstaking” 
by SMMUSD educators.

California Education Code details 
specific deadlines that must be 
adhered to when districts are looking 
to layoff certificated staff, and the 
recently approved resolution served 
as another step in the Reduction-
In-Force process, according to Mark 
Kelly, SMMUSD’s director of student 
services.

The board has slowly rescinded 
RIF notices in the time since it was 
first proposed in February that 
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Santa Monica eases 
alcohol restrictions for 

restaurants

SMMUSD board continues 
layoff process

Los Angeles 
County allows 
all retailers to 

open for pickup
MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

Los Angeles County allowed 
all retailers to open for pickup or 
delivery Wednesday except for those 
located within indoor shopping 
malls, which the state has closed.

Public Health Director Barbara 
Ferrer said manufacturing and 
logistics businesses that supply 
retailers and some kinds of outdoor 
recreational facilities would also be 
allowed to reopen, including tennis 
courts and community gardens. 
Currently, certain types of retailers 
are permitted to offer pickup, trails, 
parks and golf courses have reopened, 
and people can use beaches for active 
recreation. Beach parking lots, bike 
paths, piers and boardwalks remain 
closed.

Retailers that reopen must ensure 
employees and customers practice 
physical distancing and wear face 
coverings, Ferrer said. Employees 
must regularly clean surfaces and 
make hand washing facilities or 
hand sanitizer available at all times. 
Customers will not be allowed inside 

Matthew Hall  
BEACHES OPEN: Local beaches reopened Wednesday. Locals and visitors 
came out to enjoy the sun but generally maintained a safe distance.
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Los Angeles County 
reopens beaches closed by 

virus concerns
JOHN ANTCZAK AND DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press

Los Angeles County reopened its beaches 
Wednesday in the latest cautious easing of 
coronavirus restrictions that have closed most 
California public spaces and businesses for 
nearly two months.

County beaches and many city-owned 
beaches along the 75 miles of coastline are 
open only for “active recreation” such as 
walking, swimming and surfing. Sunbathing, 
picnicking and group sports such as volleyball 
are still banned and strangers must stay well 
apart. Visitors also must wear masks when 
they’re out of the water.

Turnout was mixed on a bright morning: 
Surfers caught waves as locals walked the 
waterline at Manhattan Beach while windy 
Venice Beach was all but empty. County 
lifeguards spokesman Kealiinohopono 
“Pono” Barnes said that was likely due to the 
mid-week opening and people working from 
home.

Some mayors warned that the state or 
county could close the beaches again if 
people disobey the restrictions and crowd the 
shoreline.

“Please, hit the beach, do your thing, and 
leave. No hanging out for this first phase,” 
Redondo Beach Mayor Bill Brand urged in a 
Facebook post.

The move comes as California, which is still 
seeing a rise in COVID-19 cases, tentatively 
eases some stay-at-home restrictions. 

Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom last 
week permitted tens of thousands of retail 
businesses to reopen under restrictions. 
On Tuesday, he said business offices can 
reopen with appropriate precautions if their 
employees cannot easily telecommute, while 
malls can begin offering the same curbside 
pickup already allowed for other retailers.

Pressure is building to reopen more 
quickly than Newsom’s four-stage plan — still 
in its second phase. Three northern counties 
— Sutter, Yuba and Modoc — defied the 
rules and permitted gyms, hair salons and 
dine-in restaurants to reopen without state 
permission.

On Tuesday, the Professional Beauty 
Federation of California sued Newsom and 
his administration, calling the rules vague 
and arbitrary and arguing that they are 
“criminalizing the jobs these 500,000-plus 
state-licensed professionals perform in every 
community.”

Meantime, 12 rural Northern California 
counties — including Sutter and Yuba — have 
won state permission to reopen more of their 
economies faster than the rest of the state. 
Each certified they have had minimal impact 
from the pandemic, have plans for a safe 
reopening and can adequately react if there is 
a resulting surge in infections.

More of California’s 58 counties are 

negotiating with state health officials to move 
more swiftly, according to Newsom.

San Diego County, California’s second-
largest, complained in a letter to Newsom 
on Monday that the state’s criteria for a 
more rapid reopening are unrealistic for large 
counties. 

Newsom acknowledged the complexity of 
a patchwork reopening. “We have different 
counties experiencing completely different 
conditions, and we are now in that phase of 
trying to accommodate for all of that and 
more,” he said. 

Los Angeles County, which has roughly a 
quarter of California’s population but more 
than half of the state’s 2,800 deaths, is taking a 
more cautious approach, although it followed 
the state’s lead in reopening retail businesses 
last weekend.

County Public Health Director Dr. 
Barbara Ferrer said Tuesday that she expects 
to extend the county’s stay-at-home order for 
three months, though she said restrictions 
will gradually be relaxed under a five-stage 
“roadmap to recovery.”

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti supported 
gradual change. “We’re not moving past 
COVID-19, we’re learning to live with it 
— and we will keep taking measured steps 
toward a new, safer reality in the days and 
weeks ahead,” he said.

Piers and parking lots remain closed, 
including some of the county’s main oceanside 
tourist attractions such as the Venice Beach 
boardwalk and the Santa Monica and 
Redondo Beach piers.

Santa Monica Beach Bicycle Rentals is 
located four blocks from the beach and the 
business has been closed since March 10. 
Owner Rob Wakefield didn’t plan to reopen 
Wednesday because the city’s bike path is 
still closed but he called the beach opening a 
good sign.

“The last thing we want to do is get 
somebody infected. We don’t want to get 
infected either,” he said. “That comes before 
the mighty dollar ... for us, anyway.”

Some cities plan to have lifeguards or police 
warn people to obey the social distancing 
rules and violators might even face fines or 
prosecution.

California has more than 70,000 confirmed 
coronavirus cases, according to data compiled 
by Johns Hopkins University but the number 
of infections is thought to be far higher 
because of a shortage of testing. 

For most people, the virus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms for up to three weeks. 
The vast majority recover. Some older adults 
and people with existing health problems 
can experience severe illness including 
pneumonia and death.

Thompson reported from Sacramento. 
Photojournalist Ashley Landis contributed to this 
report. 
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Citywide
Patty Chang Milk Debt Preview Screening

18th Street Arts Center in collaboration with Marathon Screenings co-present a screening 
and artist conversation around Patty Chang’s Milk Debt, which will open at 18th Street Arts 
Center this Fall. Curator Anuradha Vikram, who initiated Chang’s presentation at 18th Street, 
will be in conversation with the artist, with curator Asha Bukojemsky of Marathon Screenings 
moderating.

Milk Debt is a multi-part video project of women pumping breast milk while reciting lists of 
fears drawn from different communities in various geographical regions around the world. The 
title refers to the idea in Chinese Buddhism where a child is forever indebted to its mother for the 
milk she gave. Milk Debt is an arrangement that binds us to our history and to the earth, and is 
considered an unpayable debt. Biologically, breast milk is created when the body starts to pro-
duce the hormones prolactin and oxytocin – a hormone also produced when someone is in love. 
The performance acts as a type of ritual, with the performer channeling the fears of others into 
public speech. By speaking the fears, the pumper transforms them from the individual into the 
communal. In a time when people are being impacted by climate change, governmental policies, 
lack of resources, and pandemics, it is vital to find ways to connect to others, be inclusive and 
compassionate and find ways of making meaning in our world.

Chang’s exhibition was originally scheduled to open to the public on May 16, but due to 
COVID-19, has been rescheduled for the fall. Chang reopened participation in her List of Fears 
in March 2020 after Safer at Home measures were instituted, and the videos showing as part of 
this livestream event were created from responses submitted during the pandemic.

Livestream Screening: Wednesday, May 20, 12 p.m. - Friday, May 22, 1 p.m.
Artist Conversation via Zoom: Friday, May 22, 1 p.m. Link to Register for the Conversation: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4gMxS1qaT6Gq0mL4-wmbbg
Livestream Link: http://18thstreet.org/milkdebt

SUBMITTED BY SUE BELL YANK

Citywide
LASD Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Operation Planned for Malibu

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department will take part in a bicycle and pedestrian safety 
enforcement operation aimed at educating bicyclists, drivers and pedestrians on traffic laws, 
rules and responsibilities.

On May 18, in the City of Malibu, deputies will be looking for violations made by bicyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians that put roadway users at risk. These violations include drivers speed-
ing, making illegal turns, failing to yield to pedestrians in crosswalks, failing to stop for signs and 
signals or any other dangerous violation.

Deputies will also look for pedestrians who cross the street illegally or fail to yield to drivers 
who have the right of way. Bike riders will be stopped when riding on the wrong side of the road, 
not complying with stop signs and signals, or other violation of the same traffic laws that apply 
to them as drivers.

Bicycle and pedestrian fatalities are rising at an alarming rate. In 2016, 138 bicyclists and 
867 pedestrians were killed on California roads. Pedestrian fatalities are up nearly 33 percent 
from 2012, and the number of bicyclists killed are up nearly 25 percent over the past five years. 
In 2018, the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department has investigated 1,052 fatal and injury 
collisions involving bicyclists and pedestrians in the cities policed by Sheriff’s Department.

“Whether you are on foot, behind the wheel or on a bike, you play a part in roadway safety,” 
Sergeant Robert Hill said. “Understanding the rules of the road using all modes of transportation 
helps ensure we all get to our destination safely.”

People walking should only cross the street using crosswalks or intersections, preferably 
with a stop sign or signal. People on foot should also look for cars backing up and avoid darting 
between parked cars, make eye contact with drivers and wear bright clothing during the day and 
reflective materials or use a flashlight at night.

Drivers should wait for pedestrians to cross the street, avoid distractions like using a cell 
phone, and be courteous and patient. All bike riders are reminded to always wear a helmet; 
helmets are required by law for those under 18. Bicyclists must travel in the same direction of 
traffic and have the same requirements as any slow moving vehicle.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department supports the new OTS public awareness cam-
paign, “Go Safely, California.” To find out more about ways to go safely, visit gosafelyca.org.

Funding for this program is provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, 
through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

SUBMITTED BY THE LOS ANGELES SHERIFF’S INFORMATION BUREAU

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 30 CALLS ON MAY 12

EMS 1200blk 6th St 12:00 a.m.
EMS 1300blk Stanford St 1:07 a.m.
EMS 2900blk Urban Ave 2:55 a.m.
EMS 900blk 10th St 4:53 a.m.
EMS 1100blk Princeton St 7:29 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 1700blk San Vicente Blvd 
8:07 a.m.
EMS 100blk Washington Ave 8:56 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 1700blk Cloverfield Blvd 
9:19 a.m.
EMS 300blk Arizona Ave 9:40 a.m.
EMS 2500blk Pico Blvd 9:41 a.m.
EMS 1600blk Cloverfield Blvd 9:57 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 1400blk 21st St 10:20 a.m.
EMS 1800blk Lincoln Blvd 11:46 a.m.
EMS 2600blk Centinela Ave 1:24 p.m.
EMS 200blk 16th St 2:02 p.m.

EMS 2200blk Colorado Ave 2:18 p.m.
EMS Yale St / Santa Monica Blvd 4:29 p.m.
EMS 800blk 2nd St 4:54 p.m.
EMS 1700blk Pico Blvd 5:02 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury 2300blk Main St 
5:09 p.m.
EMS 1100blk 5th St 5:54 p.m.
EMS 900blk 3rd St 6:08 p.m.
EMS 1700blk 4th St 6:08 p.m.
EMS 5th St / Arizona Ave 6:46 p.m.
EMS 5th St / Pacific St 7:26 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 400blk 22nd St 7:45 p.m.
EMS 2000blk Ocean Ave 7:48 p.m.
EMS 400blk Georgina Ave 8:37 p.m.
EMS 2000blk Main St 8:45 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 600blk Ocean Park Blvd 
10:52 p.m.
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‘Quaranchella’ concerts 
let locked down neighbors 

let loose
ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer

For 15 years, Adam Chester has subbed 
for Elton John, performing John’s parts in 
rehearsals with the rocker’s band. But with 
John sitting out the pandemic, Chester had to 
find another gig.

And he did: weekly, socially distant 
concerts in his suburban Los Angeles cul-
de-sac.

Which is how Chester has come to 
serenade a few dozen of his face-masked 
neighbors from inside a broad rectangle of 
rainbow chalk with “Social distance” and 
a heart written at its edge. They dance to 
John’s “Crocodile Rock” and sing along to the 
Beatles’ “Hey Jude.” 

They call this “Quaranchella,” and it 
has become a source of community and 
connection at a time when they’re sorely 
lacking. 

“It’s been an incredible experience,” said 
Chester’s wife, Maria, who serves as his road 
crew along with their two teenage sons. “It 
kind of organically happened because he 
needed to play, and it’s been evolving.”

Chester jokes about his role as John’s 
substitute — “He’s Sir Elton and I’m ‘Sur’ 
Elton, with a ‘u,’ the surrogate Elton John” — 
but his career has not been spent entirely in 
the superstar’s shadow. 

He played a major role in the 2018 
Grammy salute to Elton John at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden. And he also played 
his own club and party gigs, but the lockdown 
put a halt to that. 

“I was going out of my mind inside the 
house here as a lot of musicians are,” Chester 

said. “I thought, ‘Why don’t we take this 
outside once a week?’” 

The most recent show, on Mother’s Day eve, 
had a maternal theme. Chester’s own mother, 
who raised him alone after his father died when 
he was 11, sat behind him in his front yard. 

Chester sat at his keyboard, a small amp 
alongside, and opened the show with his 
friend, saxophonist Katja Rieckermann, 
standing at a safe distance for a ripping 
rendition of Little Richard’s “Long Tall Sally” 
on the day the rock legend died. 

He played “That’s the Way of the World,” 
recounting how his mother took him to an 
Earth, Wind & Fire concert when he was 
a child: “We had to leave after 10 minutes 
because she said it was too loud.” 

He played Elton John’s “Mama Can’t Buy 
You Love.” And he played “Stacy’s Mom” by 
Fountains of Wayne — a jokey song, but one 
that shows that the cul-de-sac concerts are 
not entirely light-hearted. Its co-writer, Adam 
Schlesinger, died last month of COVID-19.

Chester said “there wasn’t a dry eye on the 
block” one recent evening when he played 
Simon & Garfunkel’s “The Boxer,” the favorite 
song of one neighbor’s dying father. 

The response from neighbors has been 
overwhelmingly positive.

“All week I look forward to that Saturday 
show,” said neighbor Lisa Silver, who along 
with others pitched in to buy a tripod to hold 
Chester’s phone so the shows can be streamed 
on Facebook. 

Exhilarated after the concert, Chester said 
these Saturday night shows may outlast the 
quarantine era. 

“I can’t imagine going back to anything 
normal after this,” he said.

office (310) 458-7737



THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020

Local
5Visit us online at www.smdp.com

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 257 CALLS ON MAY 12

Traffic Hazard 100blk Interstate 10 12:07 a.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 2200blk 5th St 1:23 
a.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop 300blk Olympic Dr 2:07 
a.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop 4th St / Olympic Blvd E 
2:08 a.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop 200blk Olympic Dr 2:53 
a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries Walgrove Ave / 
Airport Ave 3:51 a.m.
Defrauding Innkeeper Just Occurred 2900blk 
Pico Blvd 5:29 a.m.
Traffic Control Request - Level 1 23rd St / 
Santa Monica Blvd 5:39 a.m.
Traffic Control Request - Level 1 23rd St / 
Santa Monica Blvd 5:47 a.m.
Animal Related Incident 1500blk Pacific 
Coast Hwy 6:55 a.m.
Animal Related Incident 18th St / Wilshire 
Blvd 6:59 a.m.
Audible Burglar Alarm 1600blk Santa Monica 
Blvd 7:20 a.m.
Construction Noise 1400blk 6th St 7:51 a.m.
Alcohol & Beverage Code Violation 300blk 
Olympic Dr 8:08 a.m.
Smoking Violation 1100blk Chelsea Ave 8:16 
a.m.
Lewd Activity Princeton St / Wilshire Blvd 
8:18 a.m.
Identity Theft 1000blk 10th St 8:24 a.m.
Audible Burglar Alarm 100blk Wadsworth Ave 
9:04 a.m.
Public Intoxication 1600blk Lincoln Blvd 9:08 
a.m.
Burglary Report 900blk 11th St 9:12 a.m.
Petty Theft Report 2200blk Pearl St 9:29 
a.m.
Lost Property Ocean Ave / San Vicente Blvd 
9:31 a.m.
Traffic Hazard 900blk 5th St 9:46 a.m.
Battery Just Occurred 4th St / Broadway 9:52 
a.m.
Battery Report 2400blk 34th St 10:02 a.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 800blk 20th St 
10:04 a.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 1400blk 20th St 
10:07 a.m.
Traffic Collision - No Injuries City Prop 
Involved 300blk Arizona Ave 10:56 a.m.
Audible Burglar Alarm 2200blk Ocean Ave 
11:14 a.m.
Harassing Phone Calls Report 1200blk 6th St 
11:16 a.m.
Traffic Hazard 6th St / Broadway 12:08 p.m.
Fraud Report 700blk Kensington Rd 12:13 
p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1300blk Centinela 
Ave 12:29 p.m.
Battery Just Occurred 1200blk 5th St 12:36 
p.m.
Red Zone Violation 1300blk Pacific Coast 
Hwy 12:36 p.m.
Burglary Report 1900blk 6th St 12:40 p.m.
Fraud Report 2200blk Main St 12:50 p.m.
Animal Related Incident 2400blk Ocean Front 
Walk 12:53 p.m.
Audible Burglar Alarm 400blk Alta Ave 1:34 
p.m.
Animal Related Incident 25th St / Ocean Park 

Blvd 1:37 p.m.
Fraud Report 500blk Colorado Ave 1:38 p.m.
Animal Related Incident 1500blk Palisades 
Park 2:14 p.m.
Smoking Violation 800blk Broadway 2:25 
p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1300blk Centinela 
Ave 2:32 p.m.
Loud Music 25th St / Pearl St 2:39 p.m.
Smoking Violation 800blk Broadway 2:46 
p.m.
Grand Theft Report 400blk Wilshire Blvd 2:51 
p.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop 4th St / Olympic Blvd E 
3:22 p.m.
Exhibition Of Speed 1300blk 2nd St 3:27 p.m.
Burglary Report 900blk 5th St 3:29 p.m.
Loud Music 2400blk Pearl St 3:31 p.m.
Silent Burglar Alarm 1400blk Wilshire Blvd 
3:35 p.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 2100blk Pico Blvd 
3:41 p.m.
Loud Music 2400blk 23rd St 3:58 p.m.
Animal Related Incident 1600blk The Beach 
4:09 p.m.
Grand Theft Auto Report 11th St / Santa 
Monica Blvd 4:14 p.m.
Bike Theft Report 200blk Washington Ave 
4:19 p.m.
Family Disturbance 1300blk 10th St 4:39 p.m.
Audible Burglar Alarm 2500blk Wilshire Blvd 
4:58 p.m.
Grand Theft Auto Report 1400blk 10th St 5:01 
p.m.
Traffic Collision - Unknown Injuries 2300blk 
Main St 5:09 p.m.
Fraud Report 500blk California Ave 5:18 p.m.
Grand Theft Auto Report 1200blk 2nd St 5:56 
p.m.
Traffic Hazard 4th St / Pico Blvd 6:11 p.m.
Construction Noise 2400blk Washington Ave 
6:47 p.m.
Grand Theft Auto Report 1200blk 2nd St 6:54 
p.m.
Fraud Report 500blk California Ave 6:54 p.m.
Loitering 1100blk 10th St 6:55 p.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop 24th St / Wilshire Blvd 
7:33 p.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop Barnard Way / Sea 
Colony Dr 7:46 p.m.
Loud Music 2300blk 32nd St 8:37 p.m.
Overdose 400blk Georgina Ave 8:37 p.m.
Found Property 10th St / Washington Ave 
8:42 p.m.
Petty Theft Report 600blk Wilshire Blvd 8:47 
p.m.
Red Zone Violation 1000blk 19th St 9:15 p.m.
Drinking In Public 600blk Grant St 9:30 p.m.
Domestic Violence Just Occurred 500blk 
Broadway 9:34 p.m.
Exhibition Of Speed 100blk Strand St 10:25 
p.m.
Smoking Violation 500blk Pacific Coast Hwy 
11:05 p.m.
Loud Music 1200blk 14th St 11:17 p.m.
Loitering 500blk Santa Monica Blvd 11:19 
p.m.
Traffic/Vehicle Stop 1900blk 20th St 11:22 
p.m.
Loud Music 800blk 20th St 11:29 p.m.

DAILY POLICE LOG

editor@smdp.com

SEND YOUR TIPS TO THE EDITOR

approximately 50 teachers could soon be out of 
a job as a result of declining enrollment, which 
directly affects the number of teachers who are 
required throughout the district.

In the weeks since, many parents, students 
and teachers have become emotional as they 
attempt to persuade the board to keep beloved 
educators like Matthew Kirk, Sarah Paulis and 
the teachers who work in Samohi’s Immersion 
program. Each has had a tremendous impact 
on their campuses, according to the hundreds 
of public comments that have been offered at 
various board of education meetings.

Union Head Sarah Braff previously said she 
understands the district’s need for cuts, but 
some union members have taken issue with 
skipping, which is a process that allows newer 
teachers to be retained over senior educators if 
they are more qualified.

Since there isn’t a surefire way to determine 
if a teacher is more qualified or valuable than 
another with the same credentials, Ed Code 
allows pink-slipped educators to seek out the 
opinion of a judge who will hear questionable 
cases and decide the outcome.

With all of the cases concluded, the board 
was expected to vote on the resolution and 
accept the judge’s decision last Thursday, but 
it did not receive proper notice until an hour 
before the meeting. So, the board gathered 

Tuesday to decide if it will serve advance notice 
to those with jobs on the chopping block.

During the meeting, board members 
explained why it was necessary for the district 
to vote yes on the proposed resolution.

“This is a bureaucratic moment where we 
have to vote on something because if we don’t, 
then we lose our options; we lose our ability 
to control our budget; we lose our ability to 
find ways to make this work in a positive way,” 
board member Craig Foster said before he 
voted to move forward with the layoffs. “I can’t 
apologize enough for the process and how it 
works, and the inhumanity of it. It’s not in our 
hands to change it. It’s part of the laws of the 
state of California.”

Board member Richard Tahvildaran-
Jesswein added shortly after, “I am voting yes 
because I do feel confident in Dr. Kelly, Dr. 
Drati and his team that they will do everything 
they can do to ensure that there is the least 
number of teachers who are let go as possible.”

The district is expected to discuss its current 
budget at the next meeting, according to 
Mechur, who said he hopes the district will use 
that time to find ways to avoid layoffs, “and not 
just leave lives hanging in the balance.”

Braff said after the vote that the union 
still hopes the district will sign pink slipped 
educators to open positions in the district so 
they can return to work soon.

brennon@smdp.com

SMMUSD
FROM PAGE 1



Visit us online at www.smdp.com

OpinionCommentary
6 THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020

And David Byrne has some 
cheerful news

NICOLE RECOMMENDS:
DAVID BYRNE’S REASONS TO BE 

CHEERFUL — “Part magazine, part therapy 
session, part blueprint for a better world.” 
Although not strictly music, Byrne’s non-
profit editorial project “Reasons To Be 
Cheerful” has been a much needed salve to 
counterbalance the avalanche of bad news we 
are all inundated with. Browse the website for 
collections and categories (Climate/Energy, 
Health, Science/Tech, Culture, Economics, 
etc) to read stories of hope rooted in evidence. 
These are not fluff pieces, these are diligently 
researched stories that balance informed 
optimism with great journalistic integrity. 
As their mission states, “There are, in fact, a 
surprising number of reasons to feel cheerful. 
Many of these reasons come in the form of 
smart, proven, replicable solutions to the 
world’s most pressing problems. We’re here 
to tell you about some of them.” Subscribe to 
their weekly newsletter or visit their website: 
https://reasonstobecheerful.world/ (also on 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram)

 
LAST WEEK NICOLE RECOMMENDED

That we all remember the independent 
venues so vital to the world-famous music 
and performance scenes here over the 
decades, and that sudden closure for weeks 
or months could spell the end for most, 
without help. Somehow I don’t think the 
guy who gives Rush Limbaugh the Medal of 
Freedom is going to take money away from 
hotels, golf courses and cruise ships to give 
to the Troubadour in West Hollywood, or the 
Ruskin Group Theatre, here in SM.

So we did. It was my wife’s Mother’s Day 
cash gift that she decided to split between 
those two venues. The Troub is an historic 
institution writ large in the annals of folk and 
rock, and the Ruskin is a local treasure we 
must keep going. (In SM, let’s also remember 
Harvelle’s, certainly the oldest music venue 
in SM if not LA, and McCabe’s, every bit as 
historic as the Troubadour.)

For the Ruskin: https://app.arts-people.
com/index.php?contribution=rgt

For the Troubadour: https://www.
gofundme.com/f/troubadour-relief-fund

YOU JUST CAN’T KILL THE TBFC
Not fire, not plague, not changing 

locations, not downloads and streaming, not 
shifting consumer habits.

The first competition ever for the Topanga 
Banjo Fiddle Contest, a music-only event in 
1961, was called the “Banjo Pickers and Open 
Fiddling Contest,” created by Margot Slocum 
and Margaret Jean “Peg” Engwall Benepe. 
There were 26 five-string banjo pickers, five 
fiddlers, four judges and 500 fans amid the 
California scrub oak of the Santa Monica 
Mountains. 

For the next eight years it was held on the 
grounds of the 1920s-era Camp Wildwood, 
until a city ordinance forced a move. The 
next 19 years saw the festival move around 
Southern California until finally landing at 

its current location at the Paramount Ranch 
near Agoura Hills, near its origins. Then last 
year the terrible fires damaged so much of 
the ranch it seemed like they would break the 
string, so to speak. But the show went on, and 
now, when there are no live shows anywhere, 
they have found a way to keep pickin; and 
singin’, fiddlin’ and dancin’ alive.

Alumni include Jackson Browne, David 
Lindley, Taj Mahal, John Hartford, Byron 
Berline, Dan Crary, The Dustbowl Revival, 
Frank Hamilton, the Show Ponies, Erik 
Darling, John Hickman, Stuart Duncan, Peter 
Tork, Steve Martin and Nicole Andrews.

The bluegrass-only event has evolved to 
include other acoustic music, folk singing and 
folk dancing. The contest mixes beginning, 
intermediate and advanced players, and 
professionals. Ages range from just past 
toddler to approaching a century. I discovered 
it late but have been several times and it is 
one of the best days you can spend, outdoors, 
under the big shade trees, music everywhere, 
people of all types from all over with a love 
of music in common, jam opportunities you 
won’t find anywhere else. I can’t wait to go 
again in person — next year, hopefully.

But for now TBFC is roaring back, in 
the spirit of folk music’s rich history of 
perseverance, with Gimme Shelter (In Place): 
a Virtual Performance Contest. Performance 
videos must be recorded during this Covid-
19 quarantine, and uploaded to YouTube. 
Contestants are urged to be creative and 
reflect the times, while still following social 
distancing guidelines.

Applications accepted until June 1, 

By Charles Andrews	 Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Noteworthy

Courtesy photo
BANJO: TBFC is virtually here!. 

SEE NOTEWORTHY PAGE 11

By Sarah A. Spitz	 Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Culture Watch

When Women Ruled The 
World

Was there actually a time when women 
ruled the world? Author and archaeologist 
Kara Cooney tackles that topic in her latest 
book “When Women Ruled the World: Six 
Queens of Egypt.” It’s an historical overview, 
an archaeological examination, an assessment 
of women’s roles in the patriarchal god-
king power structure of ancient Egypt and 
considers what these long-dead ancients can 
teach us about our own times.

A Mar Vista resident, Kara wears many 
hats. As a professor of Egyptology and chair 
of the Department of Near Eastern Language 
and Cultures at UCLA, her work focuses 
on death preparations, afterlife beliefs and 
gender studies, all of which come into play 
in this book. She’s participated in digs with 
the Metropolitan Museum of New York at the 
Royal Pyramid complex of Senwosret III and 
the Theban Necropolis with Johns Hopkins 
University. She appeared as a lead expert 
in the popular Discovery Channel special, 
“The Secrets of Egypt’s Lost Queen,” and 
is a recurring team member of the History 
Channel’s Digging for the Truth. Her book 
“The Woman Who Would Be King” was 
published in 2014.

DO WOMEN RULE DIFFERENTLY?
This book focuses on six queens of Egypt 

who served as kings, whether solely or in 
partnership with a relative or other chosen 
ruler for whom she acted as regent. The best 
known are Cleopatra and Nefertiti, but before 
them, Merneith, Neferusobek, Hatshepsut 
and later Tawosret had shorter shots at 
running the show. 

Kara goes into as much detail as Egyptian 
history and archeology allow concerning 
their rise to power. But, she says, “Women 
were placeholders, stepping stones from one 
man or boy to another, a means of keeping 
the dynastic system intact, so if the dynasty 
was going to die out and there was only a 
daughter left to rule, Egyptians allowed that 

to happen. Or if the king was too young to 
rule on his own, it was safer to allow a woman 
to rule, because a woman was more likely to 
protect her own son when making decisions, 
if she tried to remove the boy she’d likely be 
removed herself. So she’s less likely to rock the 
boat or create a coup.”

But the question about whether women rule 
differently from men remains unanswered: 
“The title to my book allures you with the 
idea that women actually ruled the world, 
that there was a matriarchy, but then cuts 
you off at the knees by saying that even this 
place that allowed women power, regularly 
and systematically, only did so to protect a 
patriarchal dynasty. Ironically, it’s in the most 
unequal, most authoritarian societies where 
women had the best shot to rule.”

STUDYING COFFINS
One of Kara’s specialties is coffin studies. 

“To a normal person hearing this, coffin 
studies may seem to be macabre and all about 
death and death rituals,” Kara said.

Before recorded history, ancient Egyptians 
pictured their history in texts, images and 
statues in temples and monuments, offering 
the “official” version of their kings and 
queens’ lives, but nothing about their inner 
workings or failings. They also used statuary 
to erase the memory of women they didn’t 
wish to credit, instead assigning successes 
during their reigns to the men who came after 
by replacing their images. 

Coffin studies allow a different insight into 
these women rulers, Kara explains. “I look at 
coffins as remnants of social lives lived. And 
I reconstruct the social tactics of families 
in display competition with one another, 
showing their best selves during times of 
prosperity or crisis. I can look at that coffin 
to understand the differences in gender and 
class and as a way to get at larger human 

Mikel Healey
WOMEN: UCLA Professor Kara Kooney’s newest book is “When Women Ruled the World”. 

SEE CULTURE WATCH PAGE 11
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Avoid crowded spaces > RIDE BICYCLES

STAY HEALTHY, RIDE A BIKE

Do not use public transit >  RIDE BICYCLES
Expose yourself to sunshine >  RIDE BICYCLES
Avoid recirculated air >  RIDE BICYCLES
Boost immunity with fresh air >  RIDE BICYCLES

THE BIKE SHOP 
CALIFORNIA 

310.838.9644
pros@bikeshopsantamonica.com 

bikeshopcalifornia.com

THE BIKE SHOP 
SANTA MONICA 

2400 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.581.8014

sales@bikeshopsantamonica.com 
bikeshopsantamonica.com
Across from Urth Cafe

  

3770 Motor Avenue
 Angeles, CA 90034Los

Email 24/7 sales@BikeShopSantaMonica.com

OPEN DAILY 10AM-4PM
SAFE SPACE AT BACK DOOR

PICKUP AND DELIVERY!

Golda Savage
310-770-4490
CalDRE # 01308198

25 Catamaran Street, Marina del Rey

Breathe easy at Venice’s Marina Peninsula Beach
Top Floor View Duplex Apt w/400 ft2 private deck

Midcentury Modern, Walk Street, Upper Unit. Tree top and
partial ocean views. See more at 25catamaran.com.

2BR | 2BA | 1400 ft2 | 2 car garage

$5,200/Month

razor-thin margins. When restaurants reopen 
with physical distancing and infection 
controls that increase operating costs and cut 
customer capacity, their margins will be even 
thinner. 

“To revitalize our economy, we have to 
open it up to these operations,” Morena said. 

While he acknowledged that rowdy 
restaurants have caused problems from time 
to time, he noted that residents can report a 
restaurant or bar to the city if it becomes a 
nuisance.

“There have been challenges in the past, 
but if we look backwards we can’t see the 
opportunities in front of us,” he said.

Businesses on the Promenade will operate 
under a looser set of rules as the city tries 
to foster nightlife and entertainment in the 
shopping district, which had already been hit 
hard by the shift away from brick-and-mortar 
retail before the pandemic.

Promenade restaurants and bars will be 
able to obtain alcohol permits through an 
administrative process and serve alcohol on 
their premises and for takeout and delivery 
until 2 a.m. each day.

Restrictions on live entertainment, 
television screens and games will be removed, 
and food halls and light manufacturing — 
such as breweries or artisan studios — will 
be able to open without a conditional use 
permit. 

Businesses will no longer have to maintain 
alley loading docks, which councilmembers 
said would free up the alleys for pedestrians 

and cyclists. The city is also planning to allow 
small businesses to open onto the alleys. 

The council also approved several rule 
changes for other commercial areas of the 
city that will make it easier for restaurants 
and stores to open in vacant buildings, ease 
parking and loading requirements, and 
conditionally permit food halls. 

Restaurants will be able to occupy spaces 
up to 5,000 square feet without a discretionary 
permit. Previously, restaurants trying to open 
or expand in spaces larger than 2,500 square 
feet had to obtain a permit. Appeals of alcohol 
permits will be prohibited for restaurants 
with more than 50 seats.

The council voted to do away with a rule 
that limited the number of restaurants on 
Main Street to two per block, which planning 
manager Jing Yeo said has made it difficult to 
fill vacancies.

Yeo said city staff will bring a plan to 
the council next month to allow more 
outdoor dining throughout the city, and 
Councilmember Gleam Davis asked staff to 
develop regulations that allow restaurants to 
expand to accommodate physical distancing 
requirements.

The city is also planning to streamline the 
process to open or renovate businesses.

“We are laser focused on economic 
recovery for all in our community,” Interim 
City Manager Lane Dilg said in a statement. 
“Every council meeting will include at least 
one agenda item that protects vulnerable 
residents or supports our struggling local 
business community.”

madeleine@smdp.com

ALCOHOL
FROM PAGE 1
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

 DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Thursday: Patchy fog before noon. Otherwise, partly sunny, with a high near 70.
Thursday Night: Patchy fog after midnight. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 58.
Friday: Patchy fog before noon. Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a high near 72.
Friday Night: Clear, with a low around 60.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 72.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 60.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 70.

2020/05/14	 Thu		  03:24 AM		  4.02		  H
2020/05/14	 Thu		  11:01 AM			  0.20		  L
2020/05/14	 Thu		  6:17 PM			   3.94		  H
2020/05/14	 Thu		  11:48 PM			  2.57		  L
2020/05/15	 Fri		  04:54 AM		  3.81		  H
2020/05/15	 Fri		  11:53 AM			  0.36		  L
2020/05/15	 Fri		  6:51 PM			   4.22		  H
2020/05/16	 Sat		  12:46 AM		  2.05		  L
2020/05/16	 Sat		  06:05 AM		  3.76		  H
2020/05/16	 Sat		  12:35 PM		  0.53		  L
2020/05/16	 Sat		  7:18 PM			   4.49		  H
2020/05/17	 Sun		  01:29 AM		  1.53		  L
2020/05/17	 Sun		  07:04 AM		  3.77		  H
2020/05/17	 Sun		  1:09 PM			   0.72		  L
2020/05/17	 Sun		  7:41 PM			   4.75		  H
2020/05/18	 Mon		  02:04 AM		  1.03		  L
2020/05/18	 Mon		  07:52 AM		  3.79		  H
2020/05/18	 Mon		  1:37 PM			   0.93		  L

Date		  Day of the Week	 Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low

Draw Date:05/09 
12  18  42  48  65     
Power#: 19
Jackpot:77 M 

Draw Date: 05/12 
7  16  27  44  52      
Mega#: 5
Jackpot: 266 M

Draw Date: 05/09 
4  19  24  39  45                
Mega#: 14
Jackpot: 27 M

Draw Date: 05/12
4  9  11  21  38

Draw Date: 05/12
Evening: 5  4  8

Draw Date: 05/12
Midday: 7  8  3 

Draw Date: 05/12
1st:  7 - EUREKA
2nd:  9 - WINNING SPIRIT
3rd: 5 - CALIFORNIA CLASSIC
RACE TIME: 1:42.79

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 67.6°

THURSDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3ft+ Waist to stomach high
Fading blend of S and NW swells. Light AM wind.

FRIDAY – FAIR – SURF: 1-2ft Knee to thigh high occ. 3 ft
Small/leftover blend of S and NW swells.

SURF REPORT



THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020

Puzzles & Stuff
9Visit us online at www.smdp.com

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It’s once again time to 
check in with yourself on the higher thinking levels. Stop 
and ask yourself what you believe. Sure, you’ve done this 
already, but things have changed, and so have you. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). In a sea of retweets 
and homogenized opinions, you have a chance to put 
something out into the world that wasn’t there before. 
People need to hear something that’s not being said. 
You’re the one to say it. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You think of someone, 
but you’re not exactly sure what you need to share about 
that thought process. Relationships are a dance, and 
you’d rather err on the side of not stepping on toes.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Everyone wants love, 
attention and credit where it’s due. Some want passion, 
all the attention and all the credit, too, due or not. Place 
your effort where it’s going to be reciprocated. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). No one is you. You make sure 
that your work reflects this, too — that no one will be 
mistaken for you. Self-critique and quality control will 
set you apart from the competition. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Confirmation bias 
suggests that humans tend to believe first and then 
find supporting evidence second. This order makes 
it impossible to root out factual truth. Fight the 
phenomenon. Question your own motives. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). For greater clarity and 
insight, consider the hedonic treadmill. Humans tend to 
stabilize to their own set point of happiness, despite the 
temporary highs and lows that life offers. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ve been amenable 
to the suggestions of your crew, and occasionally, there 
are those who will take advantage. Now it’s time to be 
particular — difficult, even. What’s in it for you?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’re not 
looking for validation, agreement or even support. 
You don’t need anyone else to approve of you in order 
to approve of yourself. That said, you deserve respect. 
Don’t accept less. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Maybe it’s true that 
you already have all you need, though it doesn’t exactly 
feel true today. Ironically, you actually feel like you need 
fewer things. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The criticism we have 
of others is self-criticism, and the same goes for the 
praise. When working on self-love is difficult, switch to 
other-love. It will have the same effect.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Though you may be all 
too aware of the mistakes your loved ones have made, 
you’re also loyal. With loyalty comes discretion and a 
willingness to focus on strengths as you support your 
tribe.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MAY 14)

You’ll have two significant victories this year. One will come very easily, and the other will be hard-won. You’ll enjoy taking part in communities, though you’ll be connecting differently than how you once would. You’ll 
share good vibes with a new person and by this time next year be fixtures in each other’s lives. Capricorn and Leo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 4, 27, 18, 44 and 29.
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Find your forever home

smdp.com/signup

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

Binary Puzzle
Each cell should contain a zero or 

a one. No more than two similar 

numbers below or next to each 

other are allowed. Each row and 

each column is unique and con-

tains as many zeros as ones.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

smdp.com/signup

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
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In accordance with Sec. 
106 of the Programmatic 
Agreement, AT&T plans a 
new concrete street light 
at 2302 Oak Street, Santa 
Monica, CA 90405. Please 
direct comments to Gavin 
L. at 818-898-4866 regard-
ing site CRAN_RLOS_ 
PLAYA_003. 5/14, 5/15/20
CNS-3364940

Notice

Classifieds 

$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737 Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. 
Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must 
meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	vvTravel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos 

Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate
Real Estate Loans

Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

applications and rules are on the website: 
www.topangabanjofiddle.org. There will be 
cash prizes, and it’s absolutely free to enter.

NEVER BEEN
A Jon Bon Jovi fan. Don’t dislike him, 

just never clicked with me. But I’ve always 
admired him as a human being and he is still 
up to his old tricks, giving back hand over fist.

Nine years ago he and his wife Dorothea 
opened up a restaurant in his home state of 
Jersey, named Soul Kitchen. (Now there are 
three.) Typical. Rock stars with a big bank 
account will take that gamble. But this was no 
gamble. They knew it would not be profitable, 
at least not in dollars.

“One in six people in America are suffering 
at night and going to bed hungry, and one 
in five families live at or below the poverty 
line,” he said at the time. The motto of Soul 
Kitchen — “All are welcome at our table 
where organic, locally-sourced ingredients, 
dignity and respect are always on the menu.”

Pay on a donation basis; there are no 
prices on the menus. Can’t pay? If you’re 
disabled, elderly or a family with children, 
it’s free. Otherwise you volunteer to work an 
hour in the kitchen either learning to cook, 
washing dishes or tending the large vegetable 
and flower garden. They’re doing take-out 
now, just come in and get your meals and 
take it home, no volunteering. So volunteer 
Jon can often be found in the kitchen lately, 
washing dishes, pots and pans. The sixth-

richest rock star on the planet is not waiting 
out this pandemic at some estate, ranch or 
penthouse. 

The restaurants are part of the JBJ 
Foundation, which includes several such 
enterprises. They fund more than 600 units 
of affordable and supportive housing in 10 
states, for thousands of people who need it, 
especially reaching out to youth and veterans. 
Emphasis is on providing a path out of 
chronic homelessness.

My great and good friend Michael Blum, 
from the LA Weekly days, early ‘80s, has 
worked with Bon Jovi since forever, as a 
producer, advisor, friend. Thank god and 
rock and roll Michael just came through an 
intense surgery and I was grinning ear to ear 
when my phone lit up today with his name. 
This one’s for you, Miguel. Welcome back. We 
need you now. Your work’s not done.

RICKIE LEE JONES
Remember I gave you a heads up? Well, 

now you have to remember to tune in 
tomorrow afternoon, 5 p.m. PDT, to join her 
on Facebook for “Live from my Living Room.” 
Rickie Lee is one of those handful of career 
artists always worth a look, with no idea of 
what she will be doing.

Charles Andrews has listened to a lot of music of all 
kinds, including more than 2,000 live shows. He has 
lived in Santa Monica for 34 years and wouldn’t live 
anywhere else in the world. Really. Send love and/or 
rebuke to him at therealmrmusic@gmail.com

NOTEWORTHY
FROM PAGE 6

social systems. 
“Coffins reveal social details about a 

person you won’t see in state temple texts. 
In a coffin, I’ll know what titles that woman 
held, how much gilding was applied, what 
sort of religious access she may have had, 
who she was married to, whether her coffin 
was reused, whether it was in a time of crisis. 
I can look at craft techniques, at woodwork 
and varnish and where it comes from. For me, 
coffin studies have been the gift that keeps on 
giving!” 

She chuckles when she says, “It can get 
a little boring, coffin after coffin but I’m 
working on a big book that includes data 
from last 12 years of my life’s work, and it’s 
fun to write up a narrative instead of another 
research article. I’m trying to put the whole 
thing together in a book called ‘Recycling for 
Death’ with lots of pictures. Maybe even more 
than one volume; there’s lots of death!”

WHAT’S NEXT
With COVID 19 ruling our lives right 

now, at least 25 events, at which Kara was to 
appear as part of the NatGeo Live series, were 
cancelled. These days, she’s teaching remotely 

from her home office. “I have 200 UCLA 
students in a Zoom class that I’m teaching for 
the first time, and I’m using the experience to 
write a book called ‘The Good Kings,’ with 
a subtitle that will convey the idea of what 
authoritarians of Ancient Egypt can teach us 
about today.”

Now Kara’s new favorite queen, Nefertiti 
was the Great Royal Wife and co-king with 
Akhenaten, who upended all of Egyptian 
society and religion. With parallels to Donald 
Trump, each disruption was a test of loyalty 
for his followers. After his death, Nefertiti 
came in to undo the mess he made. 

But the answers are yet to be found: like all 
things archaeological, Nefertiti’s complicated 
life is just now being pieced together from 
ancient ruins and remnants. And even if, 
in the end, she did fix things, she was still 
protecting the dynastic patriarchy. 

Find out more at https://www.
penguinrandomhouse.com/books/575651/
when-women-ruled-the-world-by-kara-
cooney/ 

Sarah A. Spitz is an award-winning public radio pro-
ducer, retired from KCRW, where she also produced 
arts stories for NPR. She writes features and reviews 
for various print and online publications.
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stores.
Although Ferrer relaxed parts of the county’s 

Safer at Home order, she said the order itself 
will be extended indefinitely and people should 
still stay at home as much as possible to avoid 
infection.

She said L.A. County will reopen more 
slowly than the rest of the state because cases 
and deaths have continued to climb and the 
county is densely populated. Officials will 
monitor metrics that show whether the county 
is slowing the spread of coronavirus as they 
decide when to lift additional restrictions.

“We are reopening in stages,” she said. “We 
look at if businesses and activities can reopen 
safely based on the intensity of contact people 
have with each other and the ability to monitor 
the spread of COVID-19 in these spaces.”

Until an effective treatment, vaccine and 
at-home testing for coronavirus become widely 
available, the county will have to continue to 
use physical distancing, infection controls and 
case tracking to contain the virus, Ferrer said.

“This virus is relentless and we still have 
more people dying of COVID-19 every day in 
L.A. County than any other disease,” she said.

Public Health confirmed 47 new deaths and 
1,264 new cases of coronavirus Wednesday, 
for a total of 34,428 cases and 1,659 deaths. 
Ferrer said the larger number of cases reported 
Wednesday could be attributed in part to a lag 
in test results.

More than 264,000 county residents have 
been tested thus far and 11% have tested 
positive.

Two hundred and twenty-two coronavirus 
cases were confirmed in Santa Monica 
Wednesday, an increase of 12% over the last 
week. Twelve residents have died from COVID-
19, according to a county data dashboard.

One hundred and forty people living or 
working in the city’s nursing homes have tested 
positive for the virus, and 11 have died.

Beachwood Post Acute & Rehab, the 
Rehabilitation Center of Santa Monica and 
Ocean Pointe Healthcare Center continue to 
report the largest outbreaks.

madeleine@smdp.com
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CHECK THE LIST IN SMDP.COM

Many Santa Monica restaurants are offering take-out and delivery services during the current stay-at-home order. To add or remove a restaurant from the list, email editor@smdp.com

All Vegan Organic, 306 Pico Blvd, (424) 387-8211, www.allveganorganic.com
Andrews Cheese Shop, 728 Montana Avenue, (310) 393-3308, www.andrewscheese.com
Arts Table, 1002 Montana Ave, 90403, (310) 395-2500, www.artstablesm.com
Ashland Hill, 2807 Main St, (310) 392-3300, http://ashlandhill.com
Azule Taqueria, 1315 3rd Street Promenade St J, (424) 317-5429, https://azuletaqueria.com/order
Backyard Bowls, 1317 7th St A, (310) 994-6977, http://www.backyardbowls.com
Bagel Nosh, 1629 Wilshire Blvd, (818) 340-7382, bagelnoshdeli.com
Bangkok West, 606 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 395-9658, bangkokwestthai.com
Barneys Beanery, 1351 3rd Street Prom, (626) 390-4944, barneysbeanery.com
Baskin Robbins, 2614 Pico Blvd, (424) 252-9359, www.baskinrobbins.com
Bay Cities, 1517 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 395-8279, bcdeli.com
Benny’s Tacos & Chicken Rotisserie, 915 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 451-0200, www.bennystacos.com
Ben & Jerrys, 2441 Main St, (310) 450-0691, http://www.benjerry.com
Big Jo’s Burgers, 1955 Broadway, (310) 828-3191, http://bigjosburgers.com/
Birdie G’s, 2421 Michigan Avenue, 310-310-3616, https://www.birdiegsla.com
Bluestone Lane, 631 Wilshire Blvd, (718) 374-6858, https://bluestonelane.com
Boba Tea and Me, 1328 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 906-9914, http://www.bobateaandme.com
Boba Lab, 711 Pico Blvd, (323) 600-3598, https://www.mybobalab.com
Bread And Porridge, 2315 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 453-4941, breadandporridge.com
Brunos Italian Restaurant, 1652 Ocean Avenue, (310) 395-5589, brunossantamonica.com
Bru’s Wiffle, 2408 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 453-2787, bruswiffle.com
Broadway Baker, 1209 Wilshire Blvd, (646) 410-3857, http://broadwaybaker.com
Buddha Joy, 1610 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 828-5304, eatlees.com
Bud’s Deli, 2727 Ocean Park Blvd., (310) 450-6860, https://www.BudsDeli.com
Caffe Bella, 1400 3rd Street Promenade, (310) 576-3433, https://www.facebook.com/caffebellasm/
Cafe Bolivar, 1741 Ocean Park Blvd, (310) 581-2344, cafebolivar.com
Cafe Demitasse, 1149 3rd Suit 100 , (424) 322-0959, cafedemitasse.com
Caffe Delfini, 147 West Channel Road, (310) 459-8823, https://www.caffedelfini.com
Café Zella, 1535 Wilshire Blvd., (310) 260-0479. https://www.cafezella.com/s/order
California Pizza Kitchen, 210 Wilshire Boulevard, (310) 393-9335, cpk.com
California Chicken Cafe, 2401 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 453-0477, www.califchickencafe.com
Capo, 1810 Ocean Ave, (310) 394-5550, https://www.caporestaurant.com/
Casa Martin, 1654 Ocean Ave, (310) 663-1732, https://www.casamartinsm.com/
Cassia, 1314 7th St, (310) 393-6699, https://www.cassiala.com/
Chandni Vegetarian, 1909 Wilshire Blvd  90403, (310) 828-7060, www.chandnivegrestaurant.com
Chick-fil-A, 2207 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 310-0160, cfasantamonica.com
Citizen Sprout, 1128 Wilshire Blvd, (424) 280-4123, www.citizensprout.com
Cora’s Coffee Shoppe, 1802 Ocean Ave, (310) 451-9562, https://www.corascoffee.com/
Crimson, 2901 Ocean Park Blvd. #127, (310) 396-2400, https://crimsonla.com/
Crimson, 606 Broadway Suite 101, (310) 458-3366, https://crimsonla.com/
Daily Grill, 2501 Colorado Ave B-190, (310) 309-2170, https://www.dailygrill.com
Dagwoods Pizza, 820 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 899-3030, http://www.dagwoods.com
Del Frisco’s Grille, 1551 Ocean Avenue Suite 105, (310) 395-7333, https://delfriscosgrille.com
Demitasse Coffee, 1149 3rd St., (424) 322-0959, www.cafedemitasse.com
Dogtown Coffee, 2003 Main Street, (310) 310-3665, https://www.dogtowncoffee.com/
Dolcenero, 2400 Main St A3, (323) 540-6263, www.dolcenerogelato.com
Dunkin’ Donuts, 1132 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 576-9200, https://www.dunkindonuts.com/en
Earth Wind & Flour, 2222 Wilshire Blvd, (310)829-7829, www.EarthWindFlour.com
El Pollo Loco Restaurant, 1906 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 392-9809, www.elpolloloco.com
El Torito, 3360 Ocean Park Blvd., (310) 450-8665, https://locations.eltorito.com/store/santa-monica
Erin McKenna’s Bakery, 1415 Montana Avenue, (855) 462-2292, erinmckennasbakery.com
Esters, 1314 7th St, (310) 899-6900, https://www.esterswineshop.com/
Fatburger, 1916 Lincoln Blvd, (213) 675-2522, fatburger.com
Father’s Office, 1018 Montana Ave., 90403, (310) 736-2224, fathersoffice.com
FORMA, 1610 Montana Ave, (424) 208-7700, formarestaurant.com
Frozen Fruit Co, 729 Montana Ave, (424) 332-7484, http://www.frozenfruitco.com
Fromins, 1832 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 829-5443, fromins.com
Fritto Misto, 620 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 458-2829, frittomistoitaliancafe.com
Funnel Mill, 930 Broadway, Suite A, (310) 393-1617, www.funnelmill.com
Gilbert’s El Indio, 2526 Pico Blvd., (310) 450-8057, www.gilbertselindio.com
Gyu-Kaku Restaurant, 231 Arizona Ave, (310) 214-9572, https://www.gyu-kaku.com
Heroic Deli & Wine Bar, 516 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 691-8278, http://heroicitalian.com
Hillstone Restaurant, 202 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 576-7558, www.hillstone.com
Holy Cow BBQ, 264 26th St., (310) 883-6269, www.holycowbbq.com
Holy Guacamole, 2906 Main St, (310) 314-4850, holyguacamolemain.com
Huckleberry, 1014 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 560-7787, https://www.huckleberrycafe.com/
Ingo’s Tasty Diner, 1213 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 395-4646, ingostastydiner.com
Interactive Cafe, 215 Broadway, (310) 395-5009, http://www.interactive-cafe.com
Il Forno Caffe & Pizzeria, 2901 Ocean Park Blvd 111, (310) 450-1241, https://www.ilfornocaffe.com/
Ivy, 1535 Ocean Ave, (310) 393-3113, http://theivyrestaurants.com
Jersey Mike’s Subs, 1447 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 394-1888, jerseymikes.com
Joe’s Pizza, 111 Broadway, (310) 395-9222, www.joespizza.com
John Kelly Chocolates, 1111 1/2 Montana Ave, (310) 899-0900,
Kreation Organic Kafe & Juicery, 1023 Montana Ave, (310) 458-5880, kreationjuice.com
Kye’s Super Tasty Super Foods, 1518 Montana Ave, (310) 395-5937, kyesmontana.com
LA Draught, 3021 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 919-1221, www.ladraught.com
Lares, 2909 Pico Blvd., (310) 829-4550, https://www.lares-restaurant.com
La Scala, 3001 Wilshire Blvd (310) 315-3300, https://www.lascalabeverlyhills
La Vecchia Cucina, 2654 Main St, (310) 399-7979, www.lavecchia.com
Le Macaron, 1301 Montana Ave, (424) 295-0067, https://www.lemacaronsantamonica.com/
Little Prince, 2424 Main Street, (310) 356-0725, littleprince.la

Local Cafe, 2214 Pico Blvd, (424) 322-2710, http://www.local-coffee.com
Luna Grill, 3001 Wilshire Blvd 103, (858) 450-1188, http://lunagrill.com
Main Street Bagels, 2905 Main St, (310) 392-6373,
Margo’s, 1534 Montana Ave, 90403, (310) 829-3990, www.margossantamonica.com
Marmalade, 710 Montana Ave, (310) 395-9196, https://marmaladecafe.com/
Massilia, 1445 4th St, (310) 251-4822, http://www.lezinque.com
Mel’s Drive In, 1670 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 392-0139, https://melsdrive-in.com/
Mendocino Farms, 631 Wilshire Blvd Unit C, (310) 395-5273
Milo And Olive, 2723 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 453-6776, https://www.miloandolive.com/
Milo SRO, 826 Pico Blvd, (310) 392-0706, https://www.milosro.com/
New York Bagel & Deli, 2216 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 828-3228
Nico’s Tacos, 1865 Lincoln Blvd Ste5, (424) 322-8370,
Noma, 2031 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 453-4848, https://www.nomasushi.com
North Italia, 1442 2nd Street, 310-382-2460, https://www.northitalia.com/
One Stop Shop Mart, 314 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 393-5533,
Onda, 700 Wilshire Blvd, 90401, (310) 620-9917, onda.la
Orto, 502 Santa Monica Blvd , (424) 433-8100, ortosantamonica.com
Paperboy Pizza, 1315 3rd Street Promenade, (424) 317-5429, https://www.paperboypizza.com/
Patricks road house, 106 Entrada Dr, (310) 459-4544, patricksroadhouse.info
Pancho’s Tacos, 2920 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 452-2970, https://panchostacossantamonica.com
Peets Coffee & Tea, 1401 Montana Ave, (310)394-8555, www.peets.com
Pita House, 1908 Lincoln Blvd, (424) 433-8135, www.pitahousesantamonica.com
Primo Passo Coffee, 702 Montana Ave, (323) 546-4702, www.primopassocoffee.com
Posh Cafe, 1620 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 968-2237, poshcafela@gmail.com
Poom Thai, 1321, 2204 Lincoln Blvd A, (310) 452-2150, poomthaicuisineca.com
Pono Burger, 829 Broadway, (310) 584-7005, ponoburger.com
Priscio, 1912 Broadway 100, (310) 309-9463, www.thepriscio.com
R + D Kitchen, 1323 Montana Ave, (310) 395-3314, https://rd-kitchen.com/locations/santamonica/
Rakkan Ramen, 1705 Ocean Ave Suite 111, (310) 400-1261, https://rakkanusa.com
Red O, 1541 Ocean Ave #120, (310) 458-1600, http://redorestaurant.com
Rita’s Gate of India, 1450 5th St. (424) 268-7196, https://ritacafesm.com
Rocco’s Cheesecake, 1701 Pico Blvd, (310) 396-1701, www.roccoscheesecake.com
Rock’n Pies Pizza Company, 1120 Wilshire Blvd, (424) 268-4380, www.rocknpiespizza.com
Rosti Tuscan Kitchen, 931 Montana Ave, (818) 877-9774, http://rostituscankitchen.com
Satdha Thai, 2218 Lincoln Blvd, (310)450-6999, https://satdhakitchen.com/
Santa Monica Pizza, 1318 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 393-4554, www.santamonicapizzakitchen.com
Santa Monica Seafood, 1000 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 393-5244, https://smseafoodmarket.com
Santa Monica Brew Works, 1920 Colorado Ave, (310) 828-7629, santamonicabrewworks.com
Shores Kitchen, 2720 Neilson Way, (310) 314-1105, www.shoreskitchen.com
Shoop’s Delicatessen, 2400 Main Street #A1, (310) 452-1019, shoopsdeli.com
Sidecar Doughnuts, 631 Wilshire Blvd D, (310) 587-0022, http://sidecardoughuts.com
SL Ramen, 1319 3rd Street Promenade, (213) 675-4393, https://silverlakeramen.com/
SocialEats, 1315 3rd Street Promenade 1, (424) 317-5429, https://thesocialeats.com/
Society Kitchen, 2901 Ocean Park Blvd #123, (310) 452-4400, https://societykitchenla.com/
Sonoma Wine Garden, 395 Santa Monica Pl, (424) 214-4560, http://sonomawinegarden.com
Speakeasy Kitchen, 1326 Pico Blvd , (310) 450-4377, speakeasykitchen.la
Spumoni, 713 Montana Ave, (310) 393-2944, http://www.spumonirestaurants.com/
STRFSH, 1315 Third Street Promenade, (424) 317-5429, https://www.strfsh.com/order
Stella Barra Pizzeria, 2000 Main St, (773) 907-7305, https://www.stellabarra.com/
Subway, 2901 Ocean Park Blvd & 2635 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 396-3004, subway.com
Subway, 2635 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 581-3344, subway.com
Sunnin Lebanese Cuisine, 525 Santa Monica Blvd., Rm 120, (310) 395-3602, www.sunnin.com
Sunny blue, 2728 Main Street, (310) 399-9030, sunnyblueunc.com
Surfer Rose, 2460 Wilshire, (310) 828-2115, www.surferrose.com
Sushi King, 1330 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 395-0120,
Sushi Hannashi, 1928 Lincoln Blvd, (310) 396-4037, www.sushihanashi.com
Sweetfin, 829 Broadway A, (310) 395-1097, http://sweetfin.com
Sweet Lady Jane, 1631 Montana Ave, (310) 254-9499, http://www.sweetladyjane.com
Sweet Rose Creamery, 2726 Main St, (310) 260-2663 x4, http://www.sweetrosecreamery.com
Tacos Por Favor, 1408 Olympic Blvd, (310) 392-5768, www.tacosporfavor.us/hours-and-locations/
Takuma, 2627 Wilshire Blvd, (310) 586-7469, http://www.santamonicatakuma.com
Tallula’s, 118 Entrada Drive, (310) 526-0027, https://www.tallulasrestaurant.com/
The Habit Burger Grill, 3001 Wilshire Blvd, (424) 537-5745, www.habitburger.com/order-online
Tiato Restaurant, 2700 Colorado Ave 190, (310) 866-5210, http://tiato.com
Thai Dishes, 123 Broadway, (310) 394-7105, thaidishessantamonica.com
The Hive, 606 Broadway Ste 102, (310) 899-6298, www.thehivesm.com
The Rooster, 2301 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 264-0999, https://www.theroostersantamonica.com/
Tocaya, 507 Wilshire Blvd, (424) 268-8219, https://tocayaorganica.com/
Trimana Fresh Market, 1348 3rd Street Promenade, (310) 393-2486,
Truxon’s, 1329 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 393-8789, http://www.truxtonsamericanbistro.com/
True Food Kitchen, 395 Santa Monica Place, (310) 593-8300, www.truefoodkitchen.com
Tsukiji Sushi Sen, 2915 Main Street, (310) 581-3525, http://www.tsukijisushisen.com
Tumbi Craft Indian Kitchen, 115 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 829-7200, www.tumbibar.com
Unurban Coffee, 3301 Pico Blvd, (310) 315-0056, UnUrban.com
Vito, 2807 Ocean Park Blvd, (310) 450-4999, http://vitorestaurant.com/
Wally’s Wine & Spirits, 214 Wilshire Blvd., (424) 293-5500, www.wallywine.com
Wexlers Deli, 616 Santa Monica Blvd, (424) 744-8671, http://www.wexlersdeli.com
Ye Olde Kings Head, 132 Santa Monica Blvd, (310) 394-8765, www.yeoldekingshead.com
Yogurtland, 304 Santa Monica Blvd, (424) 500-8487, www.yogurtlandsm.com
Zabies Restaurant, 3003 Ocean Park Blvd., (310) 392-9036, www.Zabies.com
Z Garden Mediterranean, 2350 Pico Blvd, (310)392-2900, zgardensantamonica.com


