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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

NOT MY FAULT:
■ In Cleveland in March, John
Struna won his lawsuit against a
convenience store owner who
had sold him Ohio Lottery tick-
ets, claiming that the man ought
to have explained a Lottery rule
to him (even though the rules are
printed on every ticket). Struna
had bought 52 tickets playing the
same numbers in a game that
pays $100,000 per winning tick-
et, but somehow he never
noticed that the payout would be
capped at $1 million, meaning
that his 52 winning tickets would
be worth only $19,230 each.
Despite being a heavy lottery
player (spending $125,000 a
year), Struna said it was up to the
store owner to explain that rule
to him, and the jury agreed.

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard 

FANTASY 5
6, 18, 23, 32, 33

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 5, 0, 5
Evening picks: 5, 2, 3
DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 10, Solid Gold
2nd Place: 06, Whirl Win

3rd Place: 07, Eureka
Race Time: 1:40.25

“It is unpleasant to
go alone, even to

be drowned.”

– Russian Proverb

Features

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131www.santamonicamusic.com
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Summer Music
Classes! Sign up nowIncludes:

10 Year/100,000 mile powertrain
5 Year/60,000 mile bumber-to-bumper
America’s Best Warranty!

1 at this price
Vin 642795

$14,388

2004 Santa Fe

Illegal greens flourishing in Santa Monica
Governor’s brother-in-
law among residents
told to clip their greens
or pay hefty fines

(Editor’s note: This is the first
article in an ongoing series exam-
ining City Hall’s hedge law.) 

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

ADELAIDE DRIVE — There
is something criminal going on
here — the hedges are too tall.

Residents of this street lined
with multi-million dollar homes
overlooking Santa Monica Canyon
and the Pacific Ocean recently
were mailed notices demanding
that they clip their greens or be
fined $25,000 a day, with a maxi-
mum penalty of $500,000.

Among those targeted was 27-
year local resident Bobby Shriver,

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
brother-in-law. Shriver’s front
hedges are about six inches over
the 42-inch limit.

“The city, they say, doesn’t
have the money to hire teachers,
but they apparently have money to
hire a huge compliance staff.
Why? There’s got to be a reason,”
said Shriver, 50, an attorney who
works in Beverly Hills. “It seems
kind of like a waste of time.”

Shriver and his neighbors —
some with hedges towering 20 to
30 feet high — received notices
late last month giving them 30
days to manicure their yards.
Local law dictates hedges be kept
at or below 42 inches in front of
houses, and at or below eight feet
in side yards and back yards.

Residents wonder why City
Hall has decided to enforce the
law now, especially on a street that
regularly attracts walkers, joggers

John Wood/Daily Press
A jogger passes the hedge in front of Bobby Shriver’s house on
Adelaide Drive. City Hall has demanded the hedge be cut or the Shrivers
could face up to $500,000 in fines.

By Daily Press staff

SANTA MONICA BLVD. — More public parking in downtown
Santa Monica might be on the horizon. City Hall is eyeing two prop-
erties here that could be turned into parking garages.

City officials and elected leaders tonight are expected to discuss
possible negotiations to buy two pieces of land — one at 101 Santa
Monica Blvd. and the other at 129 Santa Monica Blvd. Both are cur-
rently surface parking lots.

The properties could be used for a variety of purposes, but city offi-
cials are leaning toward using them as public parking structures.

The City Council in 2002 adopted the Downtown Parking Plan,
which calls for the replacement of three parking garages. While those
structures are demolished and rebuilt to accommodate more parking
spaces and to meet seismic standards, the city has to create interim and
alternative parking facilities, according to city documents. While
viewed as temporary, the garages on Santa Monica Boulevard could
become permanent, officials said.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
(Left to right) The surface lot off of Ocean Avenue and Santa Monica
Boulevard, and the lot at the corner of Second Street and Santa
Monica Boulevard, could become the site of a new parking garage.

City Hall driving for
more parking downtown

New park, new bus
barn total $752K

(Editor’s note: This is part of
an ongoing series that tracks the
city’s expenditures which appear
on the upcoming Santa Monica
City Council consent agenda.
Consent agenda items are routine-
ly passed by the City Council with
little or no discussion from elected
officials or the public. However,
many of the items have been part
of public discussion in the past).

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Officials here
are expected tonight to spend near-
ly three-quarters of a million dol-
lars on pre-construction work for a
new bus facility and a new park.

The big ticket item —
$650,000 — will be spent on pre-
construction services to expand
the Big Blue Bus campus between
Sixth and Seventh streets, and
Colorado Avenue and Olympic
Boulevard. The expansion plan
calls for an administration build-
ing with underground employee
and visitor parking, which will be
linked to a new maintenance facil-

ity. There also will be on-site park-
ing to accommodate 235 buses.

The City Council in April
approved the project in concept,
which includes a natural gas fuel-
ing and bus wash facility; demoli-
tion of a building that offers free
showers and lockers to homeless
people; demolition of the old
administration building at 612
Colorado Ave. and the construc-
tion of a new one; a new under-
ground parking structure, a new
bus maintenance facility and the
demolition of the old maintenance
building. A new homeless shower
and locker facility will be built at
the OPCC Access Center next
door to the bus yard.

The entire project — which is
expected to cost $152 million paid
for in transportation funds — will be
done in phases over the next few
years.

Another $102,300 is expected
to be spent to design Euclid Park,
which will be between Colorado
Avenue and Broadway. City Hall
purchased the site on Euclid

See HEDGES, page 5

See CONSENT, page 6
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Ever playful, you might have

difficulty settling in and listening to someone’s
issues. Try very hard to do just that, as this per-
son needs your time and attention. Postpone
work as long as you can. Ultimately, people are
more important. Tonight: Now, dig into work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Family comes first. Because of this,

you might opt to bring your work home or final-
ly make that decision about a home office. Your
ability to find solutions emerges later today. Use
this skill for yourself as well as for others.
Tonight: You could become quite naughty.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Keep conversations going and

don’t drop the ball. Your imagination and open-
ness to others help make (nearly) anything pos-
sible. You do need to take the initiative. Return
calls. Schedule meetings. Tonight: Get some
extra zzz’s.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You might want to think before

you leap into action right now, especially if the
matter involves home, real estate and/or daily
life. Adding to the quality of your life might be
just what the doctor ordered. Tonight: Price this
item or talk it through with family.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You have the right words to

draw out someone who sometimes wants to hide
away. Others pitch right in and add their support.
Know that you are on a winning streak. Act
accordingly. Others will respond accordingly as
well. Tonight: Ask. Don’t get shy now.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Hold your tongue and listen more.

A money arrangement could work for you if you
stop trying to put in your two cents. Besides,
nothing is a go without your permission or your
OK. You can afford to lie back and have others
put their cards on the table. Tonight: Nap first,
then decide.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Cancer, relax your mind

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Use the daylight hours and your

charm to zero in on what you want. You have an
unusually pleasant manner that draws others to
your camp. Brainstorm; ideas will flourish in this
atmosphere. Groups work for you. Tonight: Take
some private time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Use today for your highest

good, be it professionally or personally. Your
leadership characteristics come out. You express
a deeper understanding of someone in charge
than he or she has of him- or herself. Tonight: A
meeting proves to be lucky.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Do your research, and others

will be taken by your abilities and knowledge. A
meeting helps you get others on your team. Work
as late as necessary. Be ready to make the need-
ed choices. Your laughter helps others relax.
Tonight: Work late.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ A partner clearly wants to chip in

and help. Your concerns could be overwhelming.
Share them with a partner you trust. You will feel
that the load has become lightened. Detach as
well. See other ways around the problem.
Tonight: Relax your mind. Watch a movie, listen
to music or hop on the computer.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Others seek you out, but under-

stand that you are in the position where you
might want to say little and listen a lot. You
might not want to do this, but you will gain ulti-
mately. Be gentle with someone at a distance.
Tonight: Opt for togetherness.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Plunge into work with the full

expectation of getting the job done. Still, a flirta-
tion in the office or workplace could be a touch
distracting. Do you really want to mix the two?
Others seek you out later in the day. Tonight: So
many options, so little time.
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A Great Spot for Lunch

Sunset Grill
Come in and taste our:

FAMOUS COMBO SALAD
served on a bed of mixed greens 

and your choice of:
DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeessttoo  ww//  CCrraabb

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!
&

HOT & COLD 
SANDWICHES

PASTAS FROM 
ALFREDO TO ZITI

Jewelery repairs while you wait
Let us restyle your jewelry

Leonel Zepeda
jeweler

over 20 years experience

SSince 1945

1457 4th Street at Broadway 
(1/2 block from the Promenade)

Repair Hours: Tues-Sat 10a.m. — 7p.m.

(310) 451-0727
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RED PEPPER GRATIN

Daily Specials

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DELIVERY
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Santa Monica • California   310-656-0012

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310/440-8500 ext. 104 Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Specializing in Leasing 
& Selling Office &
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boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com
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LOCAL

SATURDAY 7:20 -1.1 6:09 2.7 NA NA 2:28 3.3

SUNDAY 8:31 -0.8 7:40 3.0 12:35 5.6 4:03 3.5

MONDAY 9:45 -0.5 9:44 2.9 1:48 5.1 5:15 3.8

TUESDAY 10:52 -0.4 11:23 2.4 3:20 4.6 6:04 4.2

WEDNESDAY 11:48 -0.2 NA NA 4:50 4.4 6:41 4.6

THURSDAY 12:31 1.7 12:33 0.1 6:05 4.3 7:12 5.0

FRIDAY 1:23 1.1 1:10 0.4 7:07 4.2 7:40 5.3

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Look for a very slow fading mix of SSW swell and
NW wind swell. For the good summer breaks look
for chest- to shoulder-high waves. For the winter
spots, the wind swell will be good for waist- to chest-
high waves. Overall, the spots that pick up the
combo of swells will be best, although S winds again
look to be a problem in the morning.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf
is doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

63º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

The draft of the 2004-05 budget is near-
ly complete. It will be released to the pub-
lic within days. The Santa Monica City
Council will hold a series of workshops
open to the public at the end of this month.
And while the budget is pretty much set, it
is an opportunity for residents to under-
stand where and how their money is spent.
The final budget must be adopted by July.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,

“If you had your way, where do you
think the City Council should spend
your money?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in the weekend edition. Please
limit your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the wording
of your response.

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world.

In the upcoming 2004-2005 season,
Santa Monica High School sports teams
that are not already in the Ocean League
will realign to it, facing opponents like
Beverly Hills, Culver City, Hawthorne,
Inglewood, and Morningside. 

Before moving to the Ocean League,
the spring sports teams tried to enjoy their
final seasons in their respective leagues
and notch victories against opponents
they might not meet in the near future.

With three wins in its last five games,
the softball team is hoping to build upon
the consistency it has shown throughout
the season. Sophomore pitcher Tyra
Maxwell is back from an injury and look-
ing to regain her previous form. The girls
have just two games left in their regular
season schedule, hosting the Redondo
Seahawks today at 3:15 p.m. and
Hawthorne on May 13. In the only other
match-up this season between Samohi
and Redondo, the Seahawks won 2-3.
However, with a home-field advantage
and the support of a growing crowd, the
girls are confident that they can finish the
regular season strong and head into the
playoffs.

High expectations and optimism sur-
rounded the baseball team throughout the
year. Although the Vikings have not done
as well as they could have, considering the
wealth of talent and depth at skill posi-
tions, they are still looking forward to
playing the West Torrance Warriors at
home today and at West Torrance on
Thursday. The Warriors present a daunting
task to the Vikings, who lost 0-6 to the
Peninsula Cougars on May 5 and 4-9 on
May 7. West Torrance won once and lost
once against Peninsula, so it seems that the
Vikings will have their hands full. Next
season, senior pitchers Anthony Arreola,
Kyle Johnson, Tim Livingston, Danny
Nova, and Brandon Schwartz will be
gone, but talented junior pitchers Spencer
Knox and Mike Walsh are expected to
claim their spots in the rotation.

The track and field team faced numer-
ous challenges this year that included fac-
ing exceptionally talented opponents and
injuries to critical athletes. In the final
meet of the season against Mira Costa on
April 29, the boys and girls lost 55-75 and
61-75, respectively. However, with many
powerful performers returning next year,
especially with juniors in the jumps and
sprints, the Vikings are looking forward to
facing their new Bay League competition.

(Jonathan Lee is a sports editor at The
Samohi and enjoys being Homecoming
Duke, writing, playing sports and hanging
out with his homeboys and homegirls. He can
be reached at jleebroadcast@yahoo.com)

THE 
HOT CORNER

By Jonathan Lee

Local Sports

Samohi sports teams have
their sights set on next year

A ‘step up’ on education
By Daily Press staff

Step Up on Second has announced the
dates of its Community Education Lecture
Series. 

The schedule is as follows:
May 11 — “Understanding Mental

Illness: All About Bipolar Disorder,
Depression and Schizophrenia” by Dr.
Michael DiPaolo.

May 18 — “Medications Update 2004:
A Discussion About Medications for
Mental Illness” by Dr. Alex Kopelowicz.

May 25 — “What is Psychosocial
Rehabilitation and Why is it the State of the
Art Treatment” by Dr. Alex Kopelowicz.

All lectures are free and will begin at 7

p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church,
1220 Second St. Parking is available
across the street in parking structure No. 2.  

Reserve a space by calling (310) 394-
6889, ext. 22, or by e-mailing
iris@stepuponsecond.com.

DiPaolo is a clinical psychologist in
private practice in West Los Angeles. He’s
the staff psychologist at Jump Street, a
program operated by the Didi Hirsch
Community Mental Health Center and is
a consultant at UCLA.

Kopelowicz is the medical director of
the San Fernando Mental Health Center.
He’s also associate professor of psychiatry
at the UCLA School of Medicine and a
member of the Step Up board of directors.
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‘Tree huggers’ cloud Earth in search of greenbacks

I
stopped by the Santa Monica Festival
two weeks ago. The official theme
was protecting the environment.
Which, in Santa Monica speak means
“who can we blame for our prob-

lems?” Apparently, despite years of progress
on environmental issues, the sky is still
falling and we are all to blame for the sorry
state of the environment. 

It was quite endearing to see 6- and 7-
year-olds carrying large banners, signs,
and posters exclaiming that “UNOCAL
has dirty hands” and “I pollute. I have
dirty hands.” With all of these large props
to carry and transport to the festival, it’s a
good thing that the children’s parents
drove them to the park in their gas guz-
zling SUVs. They needed the cargo room
to bring their “BMW has dirty hands”
signs home after the fair.

My favorite part of the festival was vis-
iting the booth hosted by an environmental
research group called, Redefining
Progress. The City of Santa Monica hired
this group to determine that Santa Monica
residents use more of the planet’s resources
than they should. Bad Santa Monicans. 

At the festival, the group set up a booth
to “educate” young people about the mis-
use, overuse, and improper use of envi-
ronmental resources. Redefining Progress
measures how people and cities use their
resources by creating an “ecological foot-
print.” Apparently ours is bigger than that

of the legendary Big Foots. According to
this group, the average Santa Monican
uses 20.5 acres of the earth’s resources.
Redefining Progress says we are supposed
to be using only 4.5 acres. 

To illustrate its point, the group set up
a computer at the festival so kids could
determine their exact footprint. It seems
that all of our footprints are larger than
what the group feels is acceptable. I found
it amusing to see the group’s representa-
tives try to explain what “unsustainable”
means to children. I know some adults
who don’t know what that word means. 

Here’s my problem with groups like
Redefining Progress. Despite years of
success in improving the quality of our
environment, these organizations consis-
tently claim that we are on the verge of
ecological Armageddon. Do we still have
work to do when it comes to the improv-
ing the environment? Absolutely. But we
have made great strides over the last three
decades and we should celebrate our suc-
cesses as well as our failures. 

For example:
■ Environmental activists love to com-

plain about our air quality. But according to
data from the Environmental Protection
Agency, air quality, while far from perfect,
has actually improved significantly over the
last 20 years. Those gas guzzling SUVs
may use a lot of gas but they give off sig-
nificantly lower emissions than the cars and
trucks of previous generations. And thanks
to new and improved technology — a fac-
tor not considered in the long-term calcula-
tions pontificated by groups like Redefining
Progress — emissions from factories and
industries also has been reduced.

■ Environmental groups spend a lot of

time arguing that we are in danger of run-
ning out of forested land. But according to
environmental researchers Michael
Sanera and Jane Shaw, authors of the
book “Facts Not Fear: A Parent’s Guide to
Teaching Children about the
Environment,” “the United States is not in
danger of running out of forested land.
There is more wood grown in the U.S.
than is cut each year, and the number of
acres planted with trees goes up nearly
every year.”

■ How about all of those calls for
increased water conservation? You would
think we are in danger of running out of
water any day now. But you would be
wrong. The amount of water in our
ecosystem will always be the same
because water is constantly recycled
through evaporation and precipitation.
Michael Sanera and Jane Shaw explain
that the Earth “has more than enough
water to meet human demands ... (the
problem is that) water is often found in the
wrong place at the wrong time.”

I could go on and on debunking envi-
ronmental myths but I would run out of
room. 

So why do all of these environmental
groups continue to cry wolf when it
comes to environmental issues? It has as
much to do with money as it does with
saving the planet. 

If you’ve ever received a fundraising
solicitation from one of thousands of
environmental organizations seeking your
money, you would be led to believe that
we are making zero progress in con-
fronting our environmental problems.
That’s because these groups believe that
they must maintain a permanent “it’s the

end of the world as we know it” philoso-
phy or risk a reduction in donations. 

Sacramento Bee reporter Tom
Knudson, in his investigative report enti-
tled “Environment, Inc.,” found that
“salaries for environmental leaders have
never been higher. In 1999 — the most
recent year for which comparable figures
are available — chief executives at nine
of the nation’s 10 largest environmental
groups earned $200,000 and up, and one
topped $300,000.”

Knudson goes on to explain that
“money is flowing to conservation in
unprecedented amounts, reaching $3.5 bil-
lion in 1999, up 94 percent from 1992. But
much of it is not actually used to protect
the environment. Instead, it is siphoned off
to pay for bureaucratic overhead and
fundraising, including expensive direct-
mail and telemarketing consultants.”

That’s something to think about the
next time an environmental group tells
your 6-year-old that he or she is to blame
for the world’s problems. Rather than
using scare tactics, can’t we teach our
children about our environmental success-
es as well as our shortcomings? 

If all they hear is how poorly we are
doing when it comes to improving the
environment, they will be overwhelmed
with feelings of hopelessness and the
belief that nothing can be done to make
the world better. At that point, there is a
real risk of them saying “why bother?”
And that would be the greatest threat to
our environment. 

(Matthew can be reached at media-
matthew@yahoo.com).

DOSE
OF REALITY
By Matthew Glasser

Slow government is slowly killing Santa Monica

I
n the book Fahrenheit 451, the pro-
tagonist is a fireman whose job it is
to burn books. The science fiction
story is a commentary on the dam-
age done to society by an oppressive

government — the annihilation of the
human spirit caused by a government
more concerned with staying in power
than changing lives.

The bookstore Midnight Special has
announced that it is closing permanently.
This is yet another death that is directly
attributable to local government. It would
be unfair to say that the bureaucracy is the
sole source of the destruction of yet
another local business. But city officials
certainly have their role in the mix.

The problems involved in moving a
business are gigantic. The logistics of
moving a retail store go far beyond find-
ing a new location, calling the movers and
opening up shop.

In a city as encrusted with rules and
regulations as Santa Monica is, moving a
business is just like opening a new one.
And opening a new business in Santa
Monica is a task of monumental propor-
tions these days.

There are many reasons why a slow mov-
ing government is a killer to a business
owner. In order to secure a new location, one
will usually have to sign a lease. Landlords
are curious creatures — they actually expect
a tenant to pay rent, even if they are not yet
allowed to operate a business. 

It is the rare landlord who would allow
a new tenant to move into a space, begin
to make tenant improvements, such as
bookshelves or a new kitchen, and not
expect rent to be paid. A landlord might be
willing to give a 30-day and possibly a 60-
day hold on rent while construction is in
process, but that is unlikely and very rare.
For a business owner who is ether starting
anew or moving, this drain on his cash
supplies before he has any income is fre-
quently fatal. The longer this drain goes
on, the more likely it is that the business
will open in an undercapitalized manner,
which effects how much inventory it can
have on hand for sales. A store without
any inventory is not likely to last long.

In a city like Santa Monica, where it
can easily take a year to do anything, that
is a long time to be paying rent on a space
that you are not doing business in. This is
why businesses like Joe Pipersky’s donut
shop eventually die. The city takes so long
to issue their building permits that all the
funds which would normally be used to
buy marketing and advertising, carry
inventory, and pay staff, end up going to
the landlord for rent. That is not the land-
lord’s fault, it is City Hall’s.

To make this personal, let me share that

my partner and I just purchased a home in
the Pico district. We are intending to add
on to the back of the house and put on a
second story. This is completely within
the general makeup of the neighborhood.
There are apartments, single family
dwellings, and reportedly some condos
being built on our street. This should be a
simple process.

I had heard horror stories from people
about building in Santa Monica, and try-
ing to get permits, but I figured they were
exaggerating, as everyone is likely to
embellish a story a little. So I walked into
City Hall, sat down with the building and
safety person and asked what my likely
timeline for a building permit would be.
To say I was flabbergasted is an under-
statement. I was told that it will be about
two months for their office to review the
plans. Then, because we are zoned R-2,
the plan has to go to the Architectural
Review Board, which takes three months.
If that wasn’t enough, we then go to plan
check for them to review the plans, which
takes between two and three months.  

So at the earliest, it is a six- to eight-
month process and that is assuming that
no one makes any changes that have to be
reviewed by anyone else.

Here’s the ironic part. City Hall delays
the process so as to delay development
and slow the growth of the city. A laud-
able aim. However, since the law of unin-
tended consequences applies to all things,
in this case, the only people who would be
willing and able to afford and survive this

process, are people like my partner and
me, who have no kids, don’t want kids,
and are a double income family. Or a real
estate developer who would build condo-
miniums on the lot — precisely the people
that the city is trying to stop.

In their efforts to restrict growth, the
City Council has created a system that is
pricing out people of modest means, and
is building a city that is going to be pre-
cisely the opposite of what it wants. I
have no doubt that had we not bought this
property, it would become condomini-
ums. It is a prime target for that type of
dense development.  

Oppressive governments don’t all look
like Iraq, Cuba and the former Soviet
Union. They can look like an open, free
flowing, love everyone, anti-growth,
group of do-gooders who don’t under-
stand basic economics. Like the impend-
ing war in Fahrenheit 451 that was
ignored by the population until it was too
late, this city is in trouble, big trouble. 

Businesses are dying, refuse to open
here, or are leaving for safer pastures.
The good news is that the City Council
probably has an outside contractor look-
ing into the problem, and they should
have some solutions for us, but not until
after the next election.

(David Pisarra is a lawyer in the law
firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at (310) 664-9969 or by e-mail at
dpisarra@pisarra.com. He welcomes
your comments and questions).

LEGAL
VIEWS AND

NEWS
By David Pisarra

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive,
except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite
202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.



and sightseers who enjoy
its views and landscaping.

“We have historic trees,
we have beautiful trees,”
said Alvin Sargent, an
accomplished film writer
and 20-year resident of
Santa Monica. “Suddenly,
out of the blue, comes this
order to cut down these
things to eight feet ... We
don’t know where it started
and we’d like to find out.

“They’re tall,” Sargent,
77, added. “They protect
us from the back alley.
They give us privacy. They
don’t interfere with any-
body or anything, that I
know of.”

Tim McCormick, head
of City Hall’s building
department, said newly
hired compliance officers
have targeted about 200
residents throughout Santa
Monica whose hedges are
too high. The goal is to
prompt residents into com-
plying, McCormick said,
adding actual fines may be
far less than $500,000.

“We have dedicated
staff now to enforce provi-
sions of the safety codes
that are focusing on things
like signs, outdoor mer-
chandise, fences and hedge
heights,” he said. “Both
City Council, planning and
(the Architectural Review
Board) have all expressed
concerns about enforcing
our zoning regulations and
they have identified those
areas ... We’ve been
adding staff for, I think, the
last three budgetary
cycles.”

McCormick said there
are two reasons to control
hedge height. Hedges can
cause safety problems —
especially at intersections
where they can limit visi-
bility — and they can
make houses look like
“armed fortresses,” said
McCormick, who added
citations are driven by

complaints.
“We are willing to work

with people, but they
should understand that our
job is to enforce these
laws,” he added. “If people
have concerns about the
content of the laws, they
should talk to their council
members.”

Reacting to resident
complaints about the law,
City Councilmen Bob
Holbrook and Herb Katz
have put a special item on
tonight’s City Council
agenda, asking staff to
report on the codes regu-
lating hedge heights.
Holbrook said he thinks
different areas of Santa
Monica should have differ-
ent restrictions.

Meanwhile, a handful
of people working out on
Adelaide Drive and the

stairs leading into Santa
Monica Canyon said they
think the hedges — and
their owners — should be
left alone.

“People want privacy
— privacy and solitude,”
said Santa Monica resident
Cara Basso, 28, a nutri-
tionalist. “I like (the
hedges) because they’re
vegetation. It adds oxygen,
greenery around us ... I say
leave everyone alone. Let
them do what they want, as
long as they’re not hurting
anybody. Let them be.

“It’s hard enough that we
come up here and there’s so
many people bombarding
around their homes.”
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WINDOW TINTING

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Auto • Commercial • Residential • UV Coating • Lifetime Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING 

TIPS FOR YOUR HOME

$20 OFF*
w/ this ad

*Any tint job over $60

Lic#743969

Panini Party Platters • Weekly Specials • Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com • Dine-In Garden Patio • We Deliver

Open Daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street • Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939 • Fax (310) 314-2634

Come In & Experience 

Our Grilled or Cold Panini

Sandwiches & Superb Salads 

$189
each way

(based on round trip travel)

or

(310) 315-9100
cst#2051648-10

6
7

nights  
Days
& $725

per person
(purchase by April 29)

for
Package

Airfare • Hotel • Taxes
Breakfast • Transfers

April 1st to May 31st or
Oct. 28th thru Dec. 17th

Based on double occupancy.

First Class: $3099
Business Class: $2500

Restrictions Apply

All fares subject to change based on availability.
Restrictions and taxes apply. 

**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs f Cost Recovery (FPCR) fee of $1 55 u or $2.83.. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for one u more of the following: E911., number pooling and wireless portability.

Offers expire March 31 2004. Requires one-or two-year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15-day trial period (conditions apply). Setup fee of $35 per phone, up to $70 max per account applies, $50 Mail-in Rebate:
Expires March 31, 2004. Available while supplies last. Requires two-year service agreement. Allow 10-12 weeks after phone purchase, activation and mailing in of a complete and valid rebate form to receive rebate. Limit one rebate per phone purchase.. May
not be available in all markets. Full terms and conditions to be found on the mail-in rebate form. National Team Share Plan: Free NationwideLongDistance includes domestic calls only. Phones must be on same account and separate plan to share minutes.
Add-on Plan cannot be purchased as a stand alone plan. Nextel Direct Connect overage is $0.15/min. Group Connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of participants, and the applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members
of the same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls. Cellular overage is $0.40/min. Cellular calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle. Nights are
9:OOpm to 7:00am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9:OOpm and end Mon. at 7:00am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on message type. Additional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal taxes a Universal
Service Assessment of either 1.087% or 125% in some states a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. .07% and a state-required E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers at any time.
Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. Wireless Number Portability is not available in all area or all numbers. Because number portability requires the cooperation of multiple com-
panies, the amount of time it takes to transfer your number(s) will vary. Nextel Nationwide Network serves 293 of the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextel Communications, Inc. NEXTEL, NEXTEL. DONE., PUSH TO TALK, DlRECT CONNECT, GROUP
CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver Safety logo are service marks, trademarks, and/or registered trademarks owned by Nextel Communication, Inc. MOTOROLA  and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the US Patent &
Trademark office. All other products and service names are products of their respective owners. All rights reserved.

ZERO TO DONE IN LESS THAN A SECOND
The 2004 NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series™ Phones.

Choose  from 10 driver phones and one NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series phone. 
All feature: color display, speakerphone, NASCAR-themed wallpapers and ring

tones, GPS-enabled service, built-in racing stopwatch and 
NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series wireless web site 

SAVE $150 ON THE i736
with a two-year service agreement. Phones by Motorola.

$4999
per month. Other monthly charges apply. See below**

NATIONAL FREE INCOMING PLAN
Free incoming cellular calls, Unlimited Push to Talk™ walkie-talkie,

Unlimited nights and weekends, Long Distance included, 250
anytime minutes, Two-way messaging express access

12423 WILSHIRE BLVD. IN SANTA MONICA • 310-820-8446

City Council to discuss
local hedge law tonight
HEDGES, from page 1

John Wood/Daily Press
Gardener Gabriel Aluizo, 28, trims a hedge on Adelaide
Drive. Hedges are supposed to be kept at or under 42 inch-
es in front yards and eight feet in side yards and back yards.

Lower Rates & Best Service to Your Destination.

24 Hours Door-to-Door Shuttle Service

COAST SHUTTLE

(800) 449-8267
V  A  N  S

www.coastshuttle.com

Shuttles to All Airports, Piers, & Amusement Parks.
Over 16 Years Experience

TO or FROM
Santa Monica to LAX - $14

Venice to LAX - $12
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STILL SMOKING?
Life is Short — Why Make it Shorter

John McGrail C.Ht.
Certified Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

15% off w/ ad

Large Selection of Lingerie
LARGE SIZES BRAS • Hats

Dancewear
Stockings • Panty Hose
Custom Made Pieces

Wardrobe Stylist Service

Offer expires 5/31/04

3101 Ocean Park Blvd. #103
Santa Monica  Tel: 310.396.9607 
Tues-Sat 10am-6pm

6548 Hollywood Blvd.Tel: 323.469.4309 

Lingerie

visit our other location:

Valid only at Santa Monica
location. Dine-in only.  Not good

with any other discount. 
Not valid 2/14. Expires 3/31/04.

(310) 260-1423
1447 - 4th St. ¥  Santa Monica

Parking directly across the street 
in City Structure #5

 

Monday - Thursday 5-6 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 3-4:30 p.m.

Hibachi Chicken or
Teriyaki Beef Julienne

Not Valid 5/09/04   Expires 5/30/04

•

City to build new urban runoff facility in Mar Vista
Street in 1999, which was previously
known as the Los Angeles County Mental
Health Center. 

The existing Spanish-Colonial-Revival
style building was renovated late last year
as a combined housing and community
meeting space project. The project includes
13 housing units for people with disabilities
operated by United Cerebral Palsy and
about 1,000 square feet of community
rooms operated by the city. The adjacent
15,000-square-foot parking lot will be
turned into the park.

There is currently $909,399 available
for the project — $230,000 in community
development block grant funds; $155,899
in funds from a development agreement;
and $250,000 in city general funds. City
Hall also is in the process of securing
$273,500 from Los Angeles County

Proposition A park grant funds.
In other consent agenda action:
■ The City Council is expected to build

a new urban runoff facility in Mar Vista to
reduce pollution going into Santa Monica
Bay. Called the Centinela Basin Urban
Runoff Mitigation Project, it will be funded
entirely through grants from the state —
totalling about $1.8 million. The facility
will treat storm water runoff, including dry
weather flows, entering nearby Ballona
Creek, which is the receiving body of water
for the city’s eastern border. The creek runs
directly into the bay. Both areas have
degraded water quality, which officials say
reduces a variety of uses like swimming
and fishing, and is why they are listed on a
national list of impaired bodies of water.

The facility also will remove 80 percent
of soluble pollutants, including oil and
grease, and 100 percent of solid materials
larger than 18 inches in diameter. The
facility also is expected to treat up to three-
quarters of an inch of storm water for the
tributary area over 24 hours.

CONSENT, from page 1

Photo courtesy
(Left) The Euclid Park site is adjacent to 13 new housing units operated by United Cerebral
Palsy for people with disabilities. (Right) The housing and community room building has
a central courtyard that the public will have access to when meeting rooms are booked.
The unique character of the property provides design opportunities, officials said.

The City Council is
expected to build a new
urban runoff facility in

Mar Vista to reduce
pollution going into
Santa Monica Bay.

A map of the approximate location where
the new Euclid Park will be built.

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202
Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com

YOUR
OPINION
MATTERS!
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1434 Fourth St. 
(between SM. Blvd.

& Broadway)

in Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

Santa MonicaSanta Monica TOBACCO & GIFTS

American Spirits
Carton

310.393.9592

$37.29
All Style

w/ COUPON
Exp. 5/31/04

$2 OFF
On All Other

Brands
excluding organics

High-Speed
Internet Access

DO YOU HAVE A T1 
CONNECTION FOR YOUR BIZ? 

PAYING TOO MUCH? HOW
DOES $150 A MONTH SOUND?
Local SM Company Offering High Speed

Internet Access for a Lot Less.

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com
310-393-4037

NoCat
Networks

Go Ahead...Smile!
■ General & Cosmetic Dentistry

■ Oral Surgery

■ Fillings (Mercury free)

■ Bonding, Veneers & Porcelain Crowns

■ Gum Treatments

■ Dentures, Partials & Repairs

Dr. Vafadar, D.D.S., D.D.M.
12113 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 204

310.571.3000

Free Cosmetic Consultation
Let us design and create your masterpiece smile in the
most up-to-date technology and relaxing environment.

Call us today for your next appointment.
Medical and most insurance accepted

$39 Cleaning
(Regularly $149)

Cash Patients. Limited Time Offer. Expires 3/03/04
Based on California Dental Fee Survey

FEATURING: THE INTRA ORAL CAMERA
TO WATCH YOUR DENTAL EXAM!

FREE PARKING

BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — After a string of
celebrated victories, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger faces his biggest chal-
lenge yet — the state budget and an esti-
mated $17 billion shortfall next year. 

The popular Republican governor has
drawn wide applause for gaining agree-
ments with Democratic leaders who con-
trol both houses of the Legislature on a
variety of issues from workers’ compen-
sation reform to approval of the nation’s
largest bond measure to pay off the state’s
deficit. But this week, the real work
begins with the release of the governor’s
revised spending plan for next year. 

“It’s sufficiently clear that when he sets
out to solve a problem and he focuses on
it, he’s been very successful,” said Fred
Silva, a senior adviser at the Public Policy
Institute of California. “But the budget
will be a lot tougher. There are so many
components and interest groups. It’s not
like workers’ compensation; this is a hun-
dred times more complicated.” 

Still, given the governor’s political
standing and his growing skills as a nego-
tiator, many lawmakers are optimistic
they can reach a budget deal before the
end of the fiscal year — something that
has not been done since June 2000. 

Democrats had only mild criticism for
the governor’s January $99 billion budget
draft, as they were relieved Schwarzenegger
didn’t seek deep cuts and instead relied
heavily on borrowing and one-time solu-
tions to close much of the spending gap. 

Much has changed since the January
draft was released, but most observers do
not expect to see any major changes pro-
posed by the administration — especially
with respect to Schwarzenegger’s prom-
ise not to raise taxes. 

“I think he will do everything he can to
avoid new taxes,” said Assemblyman
Herb Wesson, a Culver City Democrat
and speaker until February. “I don’t think
he will go there unless he is forced to.” 

Wesson said Democrats are not neces-
sarily drawing a line in the sand over new
taxes but many are waiting to see how
deep the governor’s cuts go into public
health, social services and higher educa-
tion budgets. 

There is a growing sense that
Schwarzenegger’s primary ambition is to
get a budget deal done on time — viewed
as critical for improving the state’s bot-
tom-rung standing on Wall Street and also
to voters who considered late budgets a
key issue in last year’s recall campaign
that ousted former Gov. Gray Davis. 

In the past, partisan gridlock over
tough budget choices has forced
California lawmakers to miss the state’s
constitutional deadline of June 15 for
adoption 17 years in a row — the last time
it was done was in 1986. The Legislature
has begun the new fiscal year without a
plan in place nine times in the past 13
years — including last year. 

But Schwarzenegger has already taken
some steps to remove opponents and
speed negotiations. He struck an agree-
ment with the state’s powerful education
lobby in December, cutting his obligation
to schools next year by $2 billion. He is
also close to a deal with cities and coun-
ties that will save him another $1.3 billion
this year and next year. 

His staff says they are close to an
agreement to bring in more tribal gam-
bling profits. There have been talks with
higher education representatives and even
discussions about a broad tax amnesty
plan that could generate hundreds of mil-
lions more next year. 

With the passage of Proposition 57 in
March — the $15 billion bond measure
— the governor has more than enough
money to cover the state’s existing deficit
now estimated at $8.6 billion and also
help with next year. 

The combination of spending cuts, bor-
rowed money and a slowly improving
economy means there might be more
money and less of a fight in the Capitol
this year over the budget. 

“I think we get this budget done by June
30,” said Assembly Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy, R-Bakersfield, noting that
momentum from the recent agreement
over workers’ compensation reform
“shows that we can work together and
shows that this governor does not give up.” 

Still, some critics worry that efforts to
expedite a budget deal may come at the
expense of real spending reform. 

“California here we come, right back
where we started from,” said state Treasurer
Phil Angelides, a Democrat and possible
rival of Schwarzenegger in 2006 who also
criticized the borrowing and one-time budg-
et solutions Davis proposed last year. 

“We could be right back in July 2005
with the same size deficits that we had
unless the governor proposes some real
solutions,” Angelides said. “That would be
cuts to programs or new revenues. We
should consider closing some tax loopholes.
Anything that will allow the debt to shrink.” 

Angelides and other Democrats say
they want tax increases considered along
with the borrowing and the program cuts
— but it is not clear yet now hard they
will push. 

Most expect the budget battle to be
fought over public health and welfare
spending — earmarked by
Schwarzenegger in January for the bulk
of the funding cuts. 

The governor said he wants to cut
about $900 million from the state’s $11
billion share of Medi-Cal spending — a
state and federal program that provides
medical services to 6.8 million needy res-
idents at a total cost of nearly $30 billion.
He has also planned to take a similar
amount from state support of welfare pro-
grams administered by the counties. 

The most controversial issue, however,
will likely be Schwarzenegger’s plans to
overhaul the Medi-Cal program by shift-
ing more of the cost of services to the
patients. The governor has said he wants
federal approval to cap enrollments in
fast-growing public health programs —
like Healthy Families, which provides
subsidized insurance for the working
poor. And Schwarzenegger wants to
restrict care to patients who cannot pay
their share of state service. 

He argues that public health spending
has increased more than 40 percent in the
last five years and cannot be sustained.
Some Democrats argue that medical serv-
ices for the poor is necessary and would
consider tax increases or imposing cuts
elsewhere before accepting the big hits to
health care.

Upcoming budget will
test governor’s mettle



Page 8 ❑ Tuesday, May 11, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

two 18 hole layouts only 40 minutes from Santa Monica

27734 Sand Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Clubhouse - 661 252-8484 Golf Shop - 661 252-7666

It's Not a Private Club. 
It Just Plays Like One. 

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination
as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs. 

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

STATE BRIEFS
City bans plastic containers at events
By The Associated Press

SAN CLEMENTE — Foam cups and containers are now the target of beach
cities pushing to reduce litter and improve water quality. 

The city, the first in Orange County to ban beach smoking, spearheaded the drive
to eliminate plastic foam containers from all city facilities and city-sponsored events.
The ban also applies to restaurants and vendors who lease city-owned facilities. 

“Styrofoam pieces and cigarette butts are a very significant part of the litter that
we find on the beach, and neither is biodegradable in the natural environment,”
Councilwoman Stephanie Dorey said. 

“Instead of decomposing and biodegrading, foam chokes the aquatic ecosystem
and ultimately impacts humans who eat the food. This is a small step, but we think
it can make a huge difference,” Dorey said. 

Laguna Hills, Huntington Beach and San Juan Capistrano have recently passed
similar resolutions and Aliso Viejo, Laguna Beach, Irvine and Laguna Woods are
considering resolutions. 

Laguna Beach is considering an expansion of the movement with a ban on the
use of plastic foam products in restaurants. 

The campaign to ban plastic foam products began in March with Dorey and San
Juan Capistrano civil engineer Ziad Mazboudi lobbying city officials to pass reso-
lutions within weeks of Earth Day, April 22. 

“Because of the tide and waves, Styrofoam just keeps breaking down into small-
er and smaller pieces,” Stephanie Barger of Earth Resources said. “It can take two
kids days to clean up a 5-foot-by-5-foot area because you can’t contain Styrofoam.” 

Gas prices continue to climb
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — U.S. gasoline prices rose by 10 cents per gallon in the past
two weeks, the biggest jump since last August, an analyst said. 

The nationwide average for all gasoline grades, including taxes, was slightly
more than $1.96 per gallon on Friday, according to the biweekly Lundberg Survey
of 8,000 stations nationwide. 

Tight gasoline supplies and rising demand were responsible for the increase, ana-
lyst Trilby Lundberg said. 

The average price of gasoline has broken record highs for two months straight,
although when adjusted for inflation, the average price remains about 90 cents a gal-
lon lower compared to the peak gas price in March 1981, Lundberg said. 

Crude oil prices reached a 13-year high of $40 a barrel on Friday, the highest
since Oct. 11, 1990, in the run-up to the 1991 Persian Gulf War. Prices for crude oil
and gas are unlikely to decline anytime soon, Lundberg said. 

Planning commissioner’s residence in question
By The Associated Press

CARSON — City planning commissioner Lina Philipp allegedly lives in a
Rancho Palos Verdes home blocks from the sea instead of the modest residence —
a group home for kids — she lists as her primary residence. 

Philipp, who was appointed by Mayor Jim Dear last month, said she sleeps at the
Carson home where she serves as a caretaker for youths. She runs three group
homes in Carson. 

Planning commissioners are required to be Carson residents, but City Clerk Helen
Kawagoe said residency isn’t investigated. Philipp is registered to vote in Carson. 

“She lives in Palos Verdes, no? That’s what she told me,” said Clemencia Ortega,
who has known Philipp since she bought the house next door 15 years ago. 

Neighbors next to her 2,011-square-foot Rancho Palos Verdes home said they
often see Philipp. Her automobile is registered at the Rancho Palos Verdes address
to earn cheaper insurance rates, Philipp said. 

Philipp’s husband lives in the couple’s Rancho Mirage home. 
City Attorney Bill Wynder said he is investigating a complaint against Philipp’s

resident status. Dave Demerjian, head of the District Attorney’s Office Public
Integrity Division, said his office isn’t investigating Philipp. 

Embattled priest dies
By The Associated Press

UPLAND — The Rev. Peter Covas died this past weekend, weeks after he was
reinstated as a retired priest in good standing by the Diocese of San Bernardino
because prosecutors said they weren’t filing child sex charges against him. 

Covas died Sunday morning at San Antonio Community Hospital, the diocese
said in a statement. The cause of death wasn’t disclosed. He was 73. 

The priest was removed in April 2002 as pastor at St. Peter and St. Paul Church
in Rancho Cucamonga when the abuse allegations surfaced. There are still civil law-
suits pending that claim he molested two boys nearly three decades ago. 

Prosecutors completed a yearlong criminal investigation in April 2003 and
announced they would not file charges against Covas and Bishop Gerald Barnes
reinstated him as a retired priest. 

“Bishop Barnes advises the faithful of the diocese that all civil and ecclesiastical
inquiries have been concluded in the case involving Rev. Peter Covas,” diocese
vicar general Monsignor Gerard M. Lopez wrote in an April 16 memorandum. 

As a retired priest, Covas was allowed to perform weddings, funerals and bap-
tisms, and to help at Mass, diocese spokesman the Rev. Howard Lincoln said. 

There was no immediate comment from attorney Anthony DeMarco, who repre-
sents the two men who filed suit against the diocese in December for the alleged
molestations in the 1970s.

Main Street’s 

Newest and 
Hottest Boutique

Clothes!
Gifts!

Collectibles!

22440000  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

331100..331144..66447722
22440000  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

331100..331144..66447722
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TThhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  OOlldd  WWoorrlldd

MMeexxiiccoo  CCoommeess  ttoo  tthhee  WWeessttssiiddee

12217 Wilshire Blvd in Los Angeles Tel: (310) 820-2540

Join us for a lively and
sophisticated mexican

dining experience.

“Best Mexican food”
– Angelino Magazine

2003

“Best Ethnic food”
-Bon Appétit

2003

Yucatan style lobster artichoke and mushroom 
mousse crépe served with a spicy papaya sauce

CREPA DE LANGOSTA YUCATECA

1312 MONTANA AVE, SM  [310]  576-9191

1 WEEK ONLY!!!!
MAY 8TH - 15TH

50-75% OFF
PRESCRIPTION EYEWEAR AND SUNGLASSES

REG SALE
DONNA KAREN $260-360 $100-180
GUCCI $180-220 $90-110
MODO $160-210 $40-90
CALVIN KLEIN $160-310 $80-150
BADA $260-295 $80-120
JF REY $260-310 $120-150

* Selected styles only

*CLOSED MONDAY

[310] 576-9191
EMAIL US AT

GRUNING@GTE.NET

BY IRA DREYFUSS 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Just as the 2004
wildfire season is opening, the govern-
ment on Monday grounded an aging fleet
of 33 former military tankers that had
been among the biggest weapons in its
arsenal for fighting the blazes. 

The U.S. Forest Service and the
Interior Department terminated contracts
with private companies for use of the
planes after the National Transportation
Safety Board said their airworthiness
could be not assured. Three such planes
crashed between 1994 and 2002, killing
seven crew members. 

Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth
said that, in the wake of the NTSB report,
continuing to use the tankers posed “an
unacceptable risk” to aviators, ground fire-
fighters and communities near the blazes. 

The fixed-wing planes, some of them

as old as 60 years, had been used primari-
ly in initial attacks on fires and protecting
buildings when fires were moving toward
urban areas, said Dan Jiron, a spokesman
for the Forest Service. 

He said the government still has the
use of 491 other aircraft, including small-
er fixed-wing planes and helicopters. “It's
serious, but we will be able to do our job,”
Jiron said. 

The tankers were each capable of
dumping from 1,700 to 2,500 gallons of
water a minute. 

The Forest Service grounded the fleet
of tankers it had under contract after two
crashes in 2002. 

The planes were reactivated after a new
inspection program was developed at the
Energy Department's Sandia National
Laboratory in Albuquerque, N.M., but the
NTSB said last month that maintenance and
inspection programs were still inadequate. 

Officials ground aging
arsenal of fire tankers

BY ROBERT W. BLACK 
Associated Press Writer 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — Higher oil and
natural gas prices are continuing to fuel
Wyoming’s 21st century minerals boom,
but Jewell Simons isn’t exactly jumping
for joy. The 78-year-old Casper resident
knows exactly what those higher prices
mean for her and her 82-year-old wheel-
chair-bound husband. 

“That’s going to make our bills high-
er,” she said. “I don’t like that.” 

In Wyoming, higher energy prices are
always a double-edged sword. Any
increase in prices for producers results in
more state revenue from resource taxes,
keeping down general taxes on state resi-
dents. But the flip side is higher utility bills. 

To help offset anticipated strains on
social services, the Department of Family
Services asked lawmakers for $6.3 mil-
lion of the state’s record $1.22 billion sur-
plus. The Legislature granted $4.1 mil-
lion, including $750,000 to expand a pro-
gram that helps struggling residents with
utility bills. 

“Costs are rising,” said Jeff Dockter,
manager of the Low Income Energy
Assistance Program. “Medicaid costs,
medical costs, prescription plans are ris-
ing and energy costs are rising. When you
have an elderly or low-income family,
those costs add up rather quickly.” 

In the face of continued high natural
gas prices, Dockter anticipates more peo-
ple applying. 

“Definitely,” he said. “At 150 percent
of federal poverty guideline limits, it’s
very difficult for a family of four to live
on that income.” 

Beginning Oct. 1, a family of four earn-
ing up to $34,873, or 185 percent of the
poverty level, will be eligible for assis-
tance. The current threshold is $28,275. 

In Wyoming, natural gas prices have
averaged $5.04 per thousand cubic feet so
far this year, compared to $4.01 for the
same period last year. Oil prices are also
up, hovering around $30 per barrel. 

Prices for natural gas _ which is used by

an increasing number of power plants across
the country _ could slip somewhat this sum-
mer but probably not dramatically, accord-
ing to Rod De Bruin, oil and gas geologist
for the Wyoming Geological Survey. 

“We finished the heating season with
storage a little bit higher than last year, so
prices could moderate a little more in the
summer than they did last year,” he said. 

The amount of natural gas burned
nationwide to generate power rose 56 per-
cent from 1993 to 2002, outstripping the
growth of coal and oil in power produc-
tion, according to the Energy Department.
Long-term projections are for even higher
demand, so prices should generally stay
higher, De Bruin said. 

“If you’re looking at the U.S. overall,
you’re to the point where you don’t have
a lot of excess supply, and the Canadian
supplies are not there like they used to
be,” he said. 

For consumers, that will mean more
sticker shock. 

Wyoming, with no personal or corpo-
rate taxes and relatively low property
taxes, depends heavily on mining and
drilling revenue. So far this decade, the
state has been rolling in dough, and drilling
activity continues at a robust pace. Sixty
rigs were exploring for oil and gas last
week, compared to 45 a year ago, accord-
ing to oilfield supplier Baker Hughes. 

The minerals revenue led to the huge
surplus, and lawmakers were generous,
fattening the two-year state budget by
23.5 percent. Much of that went to a back-
log of maintenance and construction
needs, but $484 million was spent on
schools, prisons and state buildings, while
$253 million was socked away in savings
and permanent investments. 

“We’ve spent some money on school
capital construction and other one-time
things that we aren’t necessarily going to
have to spend again, but we’re also
adding a lot of money to operations, so
that’s what you’ve got to watch,” said
Steve Sommers, staff budget manager for
the Legislature. 

Wyo. surplus grows
with higher gas prices Check Out the Question of the Day on

Page 3 and Call Us with Your Opinion!

Q-Line: 310.258.8106



The logistics of parenting and modern living can feel
overwhelming. As managers of the morning, meal time and
bed time routines, not to mention homework, play dates,
soccer practice, and more, we are busy.

One way to greatly ease
the stress of daily mechan-
ics is to practice connecting
before logistics. Morning is

often the most intense part of our day. There is usually a
long list of “to dos” to make it out the door on time: Pack
lunch, get dressed, eat breakfast, put coats on, etc. In my
own home, I began to notice that many days the kids left for
school on a tense note, which left me feeling stressed and
disconnected.

I asked myself the all-important question: What can I do
to create more peace in the morning? The answer was to con-
nect first. As a result, my morning practice now is to connect
with my children before I utter one word about logistics. I
walk into my child’s room, give them a hug and a kiss, make
loving eye contact, and say, “good morning.” This takes all
of 10 seconds, yet sets an incredibly loving and connected
tone for the morning. Only after I have connected to each

child do I talk logistics like, “time to eat breakfast ... pack
your homework ... brush your teeth.” When I practice con-
necting before logistics, mornings run exceptionally well.
My children are much more likely to cooperate, and I feel
calmer and more connected all day long. 

If you make a habit of putting logistics before connecting
with your kids, it leads to disconnection. Even a small move
towards connecting can offer big rewards.

A single mother of two boys, ages 9 and 11, attended one
of my programs. She said she felt very disconnected and sad
about the lack of communication with her boys. She
claimed that the only communication in their home was
related to logistics. “Did you do your homework? Where’s
your backpack? Dinner’s ready.” The boys, especially the
older one, answered most questions with a single word. I
encouraged her to try connecting before logistics. After fin-
ishing his homework, her older son usually retreated to his
room to listen to music. She decided she would stop clean-
ing the kitchen and join him instead. 

The next week she reported her experience. “I went into
his room and just sat on the bed. He didn’t quite know what
to do at first, but I asked a few questions about his music
and he started talking.” 

“What happened next?” I asked. 
Choked with tears now, she said, “Every time I got up to

leave the room, he said, ‘don’t go yet.’ So I stayed in his
room until 10:45 on a school night.”

Often, all we have to do is move toward our children with
an open attitude, a desire to connect and no agenda. As often
as possible throughout the day, stop what you’re doing and
follow your child’s lead. If she’s got something special to
share with you, or he’s fussing for no specific reason, let go
of the logistics and connect. That’s when miracles happen.

(Vickie Falcone works with parents to help them create
more peace at home. She speaks nationally and is the author
of “Buddha Never Raised Kids and Jesus Didn’t Drive
Carpool: Seven Principles for Parenting with Soul”
(Jodere, 2003). For more information, visit
www.ParentingWithSoul.com).
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Fo
r Everything Sewing

Summer Sewing
Classes for
Children 

Adults
limited space available

CALL NOW TO ENROLL!

(310) 450-4300
3330 Pico Blvd.
in Santa Monica
www.sewingartscenter.com

& 

THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

The Secret Studio • Gallery of Venice
841 Flower Ave. Venice

310-664-8977

PRIVATE & GROUP INSTRUCTION

BEGINNING TO ADVANCED

TODDLER TO ADULT

MOMMY & ME

seff

CALL TO
ENROLL

w w w . o f f r o s e g a l l e r y . c o m

State of the Heart Fitness offers:
■ *4-Week “Way to Wellness” program

Next session starts June 7th

■ Personal Training

■ Exercise Classes

■ Life Coaching

■ Health & Wellness Education

Have Fun Getting FIT By the BEACH
Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.stateoftheheartfitness.com

*Inquire about our Way to Wellness program, Exercise, Eating & Stress Management…
all in one great program!

Give us your child
this summer...

we’ll give you a student
a full academic level higher.

TTUUTTOORRIINNGG  ••  MMAATTHH  ••  RREEAADDIINNGG  ••  WWRRIITTIINNGG  ••  SSTTUUDDYY  SSKKIILLLLSS

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  iiss  FFRREEEE wwiitthh  eeaacchh  eennrroollllmmeenntt..

Call today.
It could be the most important summer of

your child’s life.

3122 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 100
between Franklin and Berkeley310-82-TUTOR

www.TutoringClub.com

AA  wweeeekkllyy  llooookk  aatt  eevveennttss  aanndd  pprrooggrraammss  ffoo

Want more peace at home? Connect before logistics
Guest Commentary

By Vickie Falcone
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SATURDAY
Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World – 10580 1/2 Pico
Blvd, LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal
Yoga, Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040,
www.santamonicayoga.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Prenatal yoga – 9:15 – 10:45 a.m., $13
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd. at the Dance Factory, West LA, 394-
6711; Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30
a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby
massage and workout at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.  Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN
– 408-1717

Other
Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids
of all ages, at the Santa Monica
Playhouse

Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00
p.m. April 3 – May 30, $12 adults, $10
kids ages 12 & under.  394-9779 ext. 1
for reservations, www.santamonicaplay-
house.com
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th
St., Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for
matinee. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Youth Rugby – Santa Monica Rugby
Club (ages 6-15, co-ed, non-contact)
Saturday mornings thru May 15; times
and location vary; get details at
www.santamonicarugby.com/youth.html
or contact Kilian Kerwin at smyouthrug-
by@earthlink.net.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms
for a Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The
Pump Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Contact
Kristan Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit
www.preciousprintsstudios.com for
more info.
Rainbow Factory in The Goldilocks
Case – presented by the Santa Monica
Theatre Guild, May 8 – 24.  A play by Jake
Eberle, directed by William Wilday.  At the
Morgan-Wixson Theatre, 2627 Pico Blvd.,
828-7519, 11:00 a.m., $7.  

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -

CALENDAR OF MOMMY EVENTS:

TUESDAY 
Movies for Moms sponsored by:
“New York Minute” showing May 11.  
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd
St. Promenade – for Moms and babies
newborn – 1 year old.   Doors open early
for socializing and getting comfortable.
www.reelmoms.urbanbaby.com  Mary-
Kate and Ashley Olsen star as twins who
spend a wild day on the streets of
Manhattan.  Also stars Eugene Levy.
Comedy; rated PG.  

Storytelling
Main Library 
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00 &
10:30 a.m.  Stories for two year olds
with adult.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101
Ocean Park Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m.,
April 27 – June 1. Six-week series in
Spanish for 24 – 36 month olds with
adult.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, April 27 – June
1.  Six-week series for babies 0-24
months, co-sponsored by the SMMUSD
Infant and Family Support Programs. 
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongo-
ing program for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library –
1704 Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all
ages.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main St. – 310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30,
April 13 – May 18.  Music, rhymes and
stories for 24-36 month olds with adult.  
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at
Storyopolis

Themes change weekly; for ages infant
to 3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North Robertson,
Plaza A, LA.  310-358-2500, www.story-
opolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.
189 Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m;
Free for members, non-members $90
for 10 classes. (also Thursday nights
7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)  393-2721. ext. 117 for
more info.
Itsy-Bitsy Yoga at Ocean Oasis Day
Spa, 1333 Ocean Ave.
Tots (crawling to 24 months) – 10:30
– 11:30 a.m.; Babies (6 wks. to pre-
crawling) – 11:30 – 12:30 a.m.  On-
going 6-week series; $120.  Pre-register
at 458-8190; visit www.khefri.net for
more info or contact
khefri@earthlink.net.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave,310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m.,
$15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-
394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 –
10:15 a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15
– 11:15 a.m. (babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
The YMCA is also currently accepting
reservations for the following programs:
Memorial Day Family Camp at Big Bear
Lake – May 29- 31
Summer Keyboarding Kamp – ages 7-
11.  A one-week program, 4 sessions
offered. 
These YMCA programs are available to
members and non-members.  Contact
Audrey Meyer, program director, at 393-
2721, ext. 107 for more info.
MAY 20th – Registration begins for the sum-
mer youth programs, including Parent/Me
Gym and Swim,Toddler Time and more.

The YWCA is currently accepting regis-
tration for a variety of summer programs
for women and children including
Mommy and Me Pilates, dance, crafts,
tumbling and more.  Pick up a brochure
for more info.  2019 14th St., 452-3881 

SATURDAY, MAY 15 – SPRING FAIR at
ST. AIDAN SCHOOL, MALIBU 10:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Pony rides, face paint-
ing, reptile touch-and-feel and more!
$25-$35, 28211 Pacific Coast Highway,

310-457-8899. 

SATURDAYS and SUNDAYS, MAY 8 –
MAY 24, 11:00 a.m. RAINBOW FACTO-
RY in THE GOLDILOCKS CASE – present-
ed by the Santa Monica Theatre Guild.  A
play by Jake Eberle, directed by William
Wilday.  At the Morgan-Wixson Theatre,
2627 Pico Blvd., 828-7519, $7.

SESAME STREET LIVE – OUT of this
WORLD (sesamestreetlive.com)
Kodak Theatre – Hollywood – May 14 –
16, group discounts call 866-LA-GROUP
Long Beach Terrace Theatre – May 20-
23, group discounts call 909-988-9859
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza – May 27
– 30, group discounts call 805-522-8010
Tickets went on sale March 29th, avail-
able thru Ticketmaster – 213-480-3232

SUMMER COMMUNITY CLASSES
offered by the City of Santa Monica
The city provides children of all ages
with a variety of recreation enrichment
activities including camps, sports,
dancing, crafts and yoga.  For details
pick-up a brochure at Joslyn or Reed
Park, or call 458-2239.

THURSDAY
Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue,
434-9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms
and kids ages 0-4.  
Main Library – Reed Park
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00
a.m.; for 2 year olds.
Preschool Story Time at Reed Park;
10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-5.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101
Ocean Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 10:30 a.m; April
29 – June 3; for ages 2 –3.
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.
Spanish stories, songs and rhymes for
all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library –
1704 Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m.,
April 15 – May 20; for 2 year olds. 
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.;
for 3-5 year olds.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main St. – 310-392-3804. 
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., May 6
– June 10. 6-week series for babies 0-
24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant and Family Support
Program.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the
Santa Monica YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members,
non-members $90 for 10 classes.
(also Tuesdays at 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
and  7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)  393-2721. ext.
117 for more info.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 –
11 a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15
– 1:40 p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me –
1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA,
310-394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise –
9:15 – 10:15 a.m.; Post Partum
Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and
workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire
Blvd., 310-826-5774 - no pre-reg
required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 4-8 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

SUNDAY
Concerts on the Pier – every Sunday thru
May 30 – 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., FREE!  
Live music, on the parking deck, weath-
er permitting.
Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids
of all ages, at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00
p.m. April 3 – May 30, $12 adults, $10
kids ages 12 & under.  394-9779 ext. 1
for reservations, www.santamoni-
caplayhouse.com
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and
Ocean Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live music,
lots of vendors and great family socializ-
ing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for
info.
Rainbow Factory in The Goldilocks
Case – presented by the Santa Monica
Theatre Guild, May 8 – 24.  A play by
Jake Eberle, directed by William Wilday.
At the Morgan-Wixson Theatre, 2627
Pico Blvd., 828-7519, 11:00 a.m., $7. 

FRIDAY
La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista –
meets the 2nd Friday of each month at
10:00 a.m.  Call 310-390-2529 for info.
(next meeting May 14)

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-
natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN
– 408-1717
Prenatal Breath and Movement – a
Continuum Movement and Yoga-based
program designed to support women
through various sound and movement
explorations that celebrate pregnancy
and labor as powerful rites of passage.
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
With Deborah Raoult at the Continuum
Studio, 1629 18th St., #7.  For more info
call 625-3739, www.openskymove-
ment.com. $108 for a six-week session.

MONDAY 
Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn
Park, 9:30 a.m., Jan. 5 – June 4 (no
class May 31).  Ages 0-24 months with
adult in conjunction with the Infant
and Family Support program of
SMMUSD.  
“Family Connections” – 10:00 a.m.,
immediately following Lap Time - a
series of discussions related to early
childhood development and growth.
Children welcome, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15
a.m., April 19 – May 24 (no class April
5 & 12).  Rhymes, songs and very sim-
ple stories in Spanish for ages 2-5
with adult.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St.
Promenade – Toddler Story Time –
10am – 310-260-9110

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire
Blvd., 310-826-5774 - no pre-reg
required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 –
1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-
0133.  www.yogagardenstudios.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 –
11 a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-
natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45
a.m.; Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

WEDNESDAY
Storytelling

The Walking Stick Coffee Lounge –
1630 Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms
and kids ages 0-4 at this neighborhood
coffee shop. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101
Ocean Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m.,
April 28 – June 2;  six-week series for 3-
5 year olds with adult.
Montana Avenue Branch Library –
1704 Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:00 & 10:30 a.m., April 14
– May 19; for children ages 0-2.
Toddler Story Time – 11:15 a.m., April
14 – May 19; for 2 year olds. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main St. –392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00
– 7:30 p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion
– 2 pm – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-
475-3444.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-
natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 –
1:45pm, $15
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190.  Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 5:30 – 6:45 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774, no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483,
1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested

WELCOME
TO THE

WORLD!

The Daily Press is now 
running birth announcements

every Tuesday.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101
for details.

Announce the
arrival of your
newest family

member.

10:00 – 11:30 a.m., $12 fee, led by Ilka
Sternberger, certified lactation educa-
tor. Call 826-5774 for more info. 

Saturday, May 15 – Spring Fair at St.
Aidan School, Malibu
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Pony rides, face
painting, reptile touch-and-feel and
more!
$25-$35, 28211 Pacific Coast Highway,
310-457-8899. 
May 15 - Nature Walks (Children’s
Nature Institute) –Temescal Canyon
(Pacific Palisades) –10:00am.  Solstice
Canyon (Malibu) – 10:00 a.m. 
Reservations required - 310-998-1151
or www.childrensnatureinstitute.org



NATIONAL
Page 12 ❑ Tuesday, May 11, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Truck trip toward salvation turns for the worst
(Editor’s note: A deadly tractor-trailer

run from El Paso, Texas, to Dallas reveals
the desperation and greed fueling the
booming business of smuggling human
beings — and the police work involved in
trying to stop the increasingly sophisticat-
ed smuggling rings. This is part one of a
three-part serial narrative). 

BY PAULINE ARRILLAGA
AP National Writer 

CHAPARRAL, N.M. — The 18-
wheeler pulled off the desert highway and
rumbled down a pockmarked clay road,
its headlights raking a desolate hamlet of
doublewides. 

The big rig, making an unscheduled
detour at the start of a midnight run from
El Paso to Dallas, slowed as it approached
a dingy mobile home. Then the headlights
snapped off. 

Moving as stealthily as a tractor-trailer
can, it turned through a gap in a chain-link
fence, backed up and stopped at the
mobile home’s back door. 

Jason Sprague climbed down from the
cab into the balmy night air and swung
open the trailer’s heavy cargo doors. Then
he headed inside for his money. 

That’s when he saw them. Under a
faint ceiling lamp, dozens of ragged peo-
ple waited silently in two lines stretching
between the kitchen and the living room,
men on one side, women and little ones on
the other. Some clasped small bags; others
had only the clothes on their backs. 

Avoiding their glances, Sprague hur-
ried past and stepped into the bathroom
where a woman was waiting. She handed
him a bulging envelope. Inside was
$3,000 in cash. 

“You’ll get the rest when it’s complet-
ed,’’ she told him. 

Sprague walked back to the cab and
settled into the driver’s seat as the woman
and her partner loaded the human cargo. 

He had been told there would be 32 of
them — illegal immigrants who had made
it across the Rio Grande to this drop house
20 miles outside El Paso. Now they had to
be smuggled past an internal Border

Patrol highway checkpoint and dropped
off at a truck stop in Dallas. 

As they clambered into the freight
compartment, Sprague felt the rig rock.
He wasn’t counting, but the rocking went
on and on. How many people were they
stuffing back there? 

“Uno por uno,’’ the loaders hissed. One
by one. Walk fast. 

In the line, inching forward, Luciano
Alcocer smiled to himself, grateful to be
moving again. 

Eight days earlier, the carpenter from
Mexico City had kissed his wife and
daughters goodbye. Don’t cry, he told his
children as their eyes filled; this could be
our salvation. 

The companies that once bought the
tables and desks Alcocer built had shut
down. But there was work to be had in the
United States. A relative already in the
States made the arrangements, sending
about $1,500 to the smugglers. He gave
Alcocer a number to call once he reached
the Mexican border town of Ciudad Juarez. 

Alcocer followed the instructions. He
met a guide who led him through chest-
high water across the Rio Grande. In El
Paso, a car picked him up. 

For days, he’d hidden inside the
crowded mobile home, where two mem-
bers of the smuggling ring gouged
migrants $5 for three packages of ramen
noodles, $10 for a six-pack of beer. 

Now, half-past midnight on July 27,
2002, the slight, 5-foot-3, 41-year-old, car-
rying only his hopes and a couple of T-
shirts, climbed a stepladder propped against
the truck’s open freight compartment. 

Two of the others, Pioquinto Cabrera
and Guillermo Gallo, grabbed his arms

and hauled him inside. It was dark in
there, and cramped. 

The 53-foot-long aluminum-walled
trailer, lined with plywood, was packed
almost to the roof with cardboard boxes of
medical supplies manufactured in Mexico
and bound for Wisconsin. 

Alcocer crawled three-quarters of the
way in, settling atop a box on the driver’s
side. Stretching his legs out in front of
him, he reached up and touched the ceil-
ing. 

Others silently climbed inside — about
40 people in all. Another seven or so, all
women and children, piled into the sleep-
ing compartment behind the cab. 

Inside the dark trailer, Alcocer watched
the shadowy outlines of the passengers
filing in. 

There was Jose Gaston Ramirez, a 59-
year-old shoemaker from Cuernavaca,
looking very American in a red Calvin
Klein T-shirt. He was bound for Chicago
to reunite with his daughter. 

Edson Rojas, a tall, skinny 16-year-old
from Mexico City eager to join his father
in Kansas, climbed up and claimed a spot.
Like several others, he’d paid extra to ride
in the sleeping compartment but was
herded into the back anyway. 

A few complained. The smugglers told
them to go back to Mexico if they didn’t
like it. 

Cabrera and Gallo were the last to
scramble onto the boxes. The 28-year-old
Cabrera was traveling from Veracruz to
Kentucky to work the cattle farms. Gallo,
32, was on his way from Mexico City to
New York for a restaurant job. 

“Silencio!’’ the loaders ordered.
Especially at the Border Patrol check-

point, everyone must be silent. 
With that, the heavy doors closed and

everything went black. 
Alcocer thought he heard a lock click.

It was as if the doors were closing on an
old life of despair. Later, he would invoke
a different metaphor: Las puertas a la
muerte. 

The doors to death. 
The engine roared to life and the truck

began to roll. 
It was the beginning of an American

journey that thousands of illegal immi-
grants make. But this one would end
almost a year and a half later — in a fed-
eral courtroom. 

A ROUGH ROAD

It was nearly 4 a.m. when Sprague
picked up his co-driver, Troy Dock, in El
Paso. Dock had made smuggling runs
before, but this was Sprague’s first, and he
was jittery. With Dallas still at least 10
hours away, he wondered if they should
call the whole thing off. 

But there was money to be made —
another $1,200 after the migrants were
dropped at the truck stop. 

Dock drove on; Sprague dozed. 
Dock, 30, was short and stocky with

the face of a choirboy. Sprague, 27, was
built like the high school quarterback he
once was, with a goatee and a tattoo of his
name on his arm. 

“Tweedledee and tweedledum,’’ an
acquaintance called them — a couple of
bumbling good ol’ boys. They’d just been
hired as a driving team for Boyd Logistics
Inc. of El Paso when Dock’s contact in
Ciudad Juarez, Pat Valdes, called to say he
had a load that was ready to move. 

Now, as they rolled down Interstate 10,
Dock’s cell phone kept ringing. It was
Valdes, checking their progress, asking if
they’d made it through the checkpoint yet. 

Dock promised to touch base when
they were safely through. 

Ninety minutes east of El Paso, they
drew near the Border Patrol checkpoint at

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard garden  visible to the community, the

fountain will be a respite for those seeking faith, peace and  hope amongst the challenges of the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church 1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401
Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy

The fountain is a tribute to the love and joy that
graced Kristi's life and the  community which gave
so generously  during the search for Kristi prior to

finding her body in the Hollywood hills.

See SMUGGLING, page 13

For days, he’d hidden inside the crowded mobile
home, where two members of the smuggling

ring gouged migrants $5 for three packages of
ramen noodles, $10 for a six-pack of beer.
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Searching for a better life can be a deadly prospect
Sierra Blanca, one of a network intended
to intercept illegal immigrants and drugs
moving north from the border. 

In the blackness of the freight compart-
ment, the illegals passed the time talking
in hushed voices, always in Spanish.
Alcocer listened politely as an Argentine
barber boasted of plans to ply his trade in
Los Angeles. 

“Tengo sed,’’ someone said. I’m thirsty.
One of the men used the illuminated dial
of his wristwatch to locate a water jug. 

Sometime before sunrise, Alcocer felt
the truck slow. The checkpoint, he fig-
ured. Everyone fell silent. 

But a thought was nagging him: The
smugglers had promised the trailer would
be air-conditioned, but it was stuffy. Was
any air getting in? 

Outside, bright lights bathed the high-
way. Dock pulled the rig behind a line of
trucks moving slowly past the checkpoint. 

The checkpoint routine was like
Russian roulette. Some trucks were
stopped and searched, others waved
through. Dock was pushing his luck;
twice before he’d made it through with
loads of illegals. 

His stomach knotted. But even before
he came to a complete stop, the agent
waved him on by. 

Dock let out a breath; Sprague dozed on. 
A half-hour down the road, Dock pulled

into a truck stop to get a drink. Using hand
signals because he spoke little Spanish, he
asked those in the sleeping compartment if
they wanted anything. They declined. He
didn’t open the trailer to ask the others
because he was afraid someone might see
them. Besides, Valdes’ orders were to keep
the doors shut. 

The sun was coming up as Dock swung
back on the interstate. It was still 7 1/2
hours to Dallas. 

Inside the freight compartment, Alcocer
licked a finger and held it up to see if he
could feel any air moving. Nothing. 

Slivers of morning light squeezed
through the seals of the trailer doors. The
temperature outside was rising, headed
toward 95 degrees. 

Rojas, the 16-year-old, stripped off his
shirt. Alcocer did the same. 

He grew very thirsty, but there was
no water left in the jugs. They were uri-
nals now. 

“No hay aire,’’ a woman said softly.
There’s no air. 

The word spread quickly. No hay aire,
other travelers murmured. No hay aire! 

Suddenly a young man vomited. 
Some of the migrants began moving

toward the doors, praying that a little oxy-
gen was leaking through. 

Alcocer heard ripping. Others were
pulling flaps from the packing boxes and
using them to fan themselves. Alcocer
snatched off a piece and waved it furiously. 

The effort exhausted him. 
Digging through the boxes, someone

pulled out some plastic tubes and passed
them forward. Those at the rear tugged
away the gummy seals around the trailer
doors in search of an airway, then forced
one end of a tube through the crevice and
tried to breathe through the other. 

Nothing. 
Gallo, the strapping man who had

helped Alcocer aboard, began tearing at
the plywood on the trailer walls, slicing
his fingers. Alcocer tried to help, pound-
ing the wood with his elbows. They man-
aged to break off a few pieces, only to
expose the trailer’s aluminum walls. 

“How do we make a hole?” someone

said. 
The barber, Alcocer thought. He must

have scissors! 
“No, my friend,’’ the barber said. His

kit was too expensive. 
Suddenly, all eyes were on him in the

dim light. 
“Give them to me,’’ Alcocer demand-

ed, his voice harsh. 
Gallo grabbed the scissors. He stabbed

the aluminum walls again and again,
gouging a couple of small holes before the
scissors bent uselessly. 

They tried everything. Nothing
worked. 

The temperature inside the freight
compartment kept climbing. Later, police
would estimate it reached 150 degrees. 

“I’m thirsty,’’ Alcocer cried out. 
Someone passed him a jug. He knew

what was in it, but what choice did he
have? He drank. 

Up in the cab, the roar of the engine
drowned out the noise from the cargo
hold. Sprague and Dock drove on, oblivi-
ous. Cruising through the blazing prairie
outside Odessa, they popped a Garth
Brooks recording into the tape player and
switched on the cab’s air conditioner. 

Back in the trailer, their passengers
were swinging their arms wildly —
pounding the walls, the doors, the ceiling.
The sound was booming, but in Alcocer’s
oxygen-deprived state, it seemed oddly
muffled. 

They shouted: Open up! Open up! 
Hyperventilating, a teenage girl

crawled toward the doors and screamed,

“Call 911! Call anybody!’’
In the gloom, Alcocer watched Jose

Gaston Ramirez lie down on the boxes.
Back in the mobile home, he had snored
when he slept, but he wasn’t making a
sound now. 

Pioquinto Cabrera crawled by, clutch-
ing a jug of urine. Alcocer asked for
another drink. No, Cabrera said. It’s for
one of the ladies. 

Another traveler peeled off his shirt,
put it in his mouth and tried to suck out
the sweat. 

Soon, the hallucinations started. A hel-
icopter is flying overhead! someone
shouted. The police are following! cried
another. I have a gun; I’m going to shoot
out the tires! another yelled. But none of it
was so. 

No quiero morir, someone whimpered.
I don’t want to die. 

Alcocer whispered a prayer. “I’m in
your hands, God. Take care of my family.’’

Then his head lolled back, and he
closed his eyes. 

(Editor’s note: The scenes inside the
truck cab are based on jailhouse inter-
views with Troy Dock and Jason Sprague,
on transcripts and videos of their police
interrogations, and on court testimony of
migrants who rode in the sleeping com-
partment. The description of the loading
is from interviews with Sprague and
migrant Luciano Alcocer, and on the testi-
mony of other migrants. The movements
of the truck come from the drivers and
from the vehicle’s Global Positioning
System, obtained from court records. The
scenes inside the trailer are from inter-
views with migrants including Alcocer
and Guillermo Gallo, and from the testi-
mony of 10 other migrants. The migrants’
backgrounds come from interviews with
them and investigators, and from medical
records, death certificates and court testi-
mony. The direct quotes appear as they
are remembered by those who spoke or
heard them). 

SMUGGLING, from page 12

The temperature inside the freight compartment
kept climbing. Later, police would estimate it

reached 150 degrees.

DID YOU KNOW?: Sylvia Plath's husband, Ted Hughes, was married three times, and two of the women he married committed suicide. 

HOW
can you get the power of email

working for your business?
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BY DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — President Bush
issued a strong endorsement of embattled
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
on Monday, telling him, “You are doing a
superb job.” 

The president was shown a “represen-
tative sample” of photos, depicting scenes
of U.S. troops abusing Iraqi prisoners, that
a senior defense official described as dis-
turbing; the photos are among those not
yet seen by the public. 

The photos showed humiliation of pris-
oners and “improper behavior of a sexual
nature,” the official said. 

On Capitol Hill, meanwhile, senators
scheduled another hearing on the prisoner
abuse issue that has prompted calls for
Rumsfeld’s resignation. Witnesses at the
Tuesday hearing include Maj. Gen.
Antonio Taguba, author of the report that
found numerous “sadistic, blatant and
wanton criminal abuses” at the prison
near Baghdad. 

Bush’s comments at the Pentagon
appeared designed to head off rising spec-
ulation that Rumsfeld would resign as both
men braced for the anticipated release of
more pictures and video images. 

The Pentagon agreed to send as-yet unre-
leased photos and at least one videotape to
the Senate Armed Services Committee on
Tuesday. Senators had not determined when
or under what circumstances they would be
viewed by lawmakers. 

Larry DiRita, spokesman for Rumsfeld,

told reporters that the Pentagon was in dis-
cussion with the committee staff on arrange-
ments for showing the additional photos and
video “in a restricted environment.” 

The president acknowledged that
images of Iraqi prisoner abuse at Abu
Ghraib prison near Baghdad had damaged
America’s image abroad. 

“Those responsible for these abuses
have caused harm that goes well beyond
the walls of a prison. It has given some an
excuse to question our cause and to cast
doubt on our motives,” Bush said. 

The president emphasized that the con-
troversy over Iraqi prisoners came while
“our troops continue to face serious dan-
ger. And this government is giving them
every means of protecting themselves and
every means necessary to gain victory.” 

Bush urged Congress to approve a $25
billion contingency reserve fund that can
be used for ongoing operations in Iraq. 

He said his administration would stick
to its vow to turn over sovereignty to an
interim Iraqi government on June 30
despite the recent rise in violence against
coalition forces and civilians. “Men and
women across the Middle East are watch-
ing closely. And they will see America
keep its word,” the president said. 

With Rumsfeld at his side, Bush said his
Cabinet officer was “courageously leading
our nation in our war against terror... . You
are a strong secretary of defense and our
nation owes you a debt of gratitude.” 

Facing indications of waning public
confidence in his senior military ranks and
declining credibility abroad, Bush went to

the Defense Department for what officials
said was a previously scheduled briefing. 

The session took on new significance
because of the torture and sexual humilia-
tion of prisoners. 

Bush spoke to reporters in the executive
dining room, just outside Rumsfeld’s office,
but declined to respond to a question of
whether more images should be released. 

Blinking into the cameras, Rumsfeld
stood ramrod straight to Bush’s left with
his hands clasped behind his back. Vice
President Dick Cheney, who had over the
weekend called Rumsfeld the best secre-
tary of defense ever, also was there. 

Apart from those standing next to Bush
and a handful of top White House aides,
there was no other audience for Bush’s
remarks besides journalists. 

Also attending the war council session
were Secretary of State Colin Powell;
CIA Director George Tenet; Gen. Richard
Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff; Gen. Peter Pace, vice chairman of
the Joint Chiefs; and Gen. John Abizaid,
top commander of U.S. forces in the
Middle East. 

Twice, Bush ignored reporters’ ques-
tions about whether the rest of the images
of the prisoners should be released. Before
climbing into the presidential limousine,
he waved off reporters and gave Rumsfeld
a hearty handshake and a pat on the back. 

Earlier Monday, White House press
secretary Scott McClellan said Bush has
been briefed about undisclosed photos
that Rumsfeld said depict acts “that can
only be described as blatantly sadistic,

cruel and inhuman.” 
Bush is “very well aware of what’s in

those images,” McClellan said. The
Pentagon was weighing whether the pic-
tures should be released. 

Bush pledged that those who abused
prisoners would be brought to justice. 

“We will honor rule of law,” he said. 
Bush said that “all prison operations in

Iraq will be thoroughly reviewed to make
certain that such offenses are not repeated.” 

A Gannett Co. Inc. newspaper that
reports on the U.S. military said in an edi-
torial that responsibility for the scandal
lies at the highest levels of the Pentagon,
including Rumsfeld and Myers. Both men
are guilty of “professional negligence,”
the Army Times editorial said. 

“This was not just a failure of leader-
ship at the local commander level,” the
editorial said. “This was a failure that ran
straight to the top. Accountability here is
essential — even if that means relieving
top leaders from duty in a time of war.” 

In his Pentagon remarks, Bush said
there will be a full accounting for the
“cruel and disgraceful abuse of Iraqi
detainees,” calling it “an insult to the Iraqi
people and ... an affront to the most basic
standards of morality and decency.” 

Actions in the prison does not reflect the
“character” of the more than 200,000 military
personal who have served in Iraq, he said. 

Bush said Marines are maintaining
pressure on Saddam Hussein loyalists,
foreign fighters and other militants in the
volatile city of Fallujah near Baghdad.

President praises Rumsfeld in meeting at Pentagon
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Companies obtain mining rights
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Companies in Canada and seven
other foreign countries have obtained hardrock mining
rights on one-fifth of all current and former public lands
in the United States, an environmental group’s analysis
said Monday. 

Some 28,000 companies and individuals paid less
than $5 an acre to patent land with precious metals and
minerals under terms of the 1872 Mining Law, the
Environmental Working Group said, citing figures from
the Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management. 

Those claims account for 5.6 million acres of public
lands, the group reported on a Web site in a study titled
“Who Owns the West?” 

But, it said, just 94 companies — 82 from Canada,
three each from Australia and Britain, two from Mexico
and one each from Barbados, Germany, Japan and
Russia — control those rights on 1.2 million acres. 

The site provides public access to federal information
on hardrock minerals such as gold, silver and copper,
and is organized by state and county. 

An analyst for the group, Dusty Horwitt, said the aim
was to highlight the need to change the 132-year-old
law. Environmentalists have long criticized the act, say-
ing it gives public resources to private companies for a
small fraction of their real value. 

China’s infants dying from formula
By The Associated Press

BEIJING — Police have detained 47 people accused
of making or selling fake infant formula that led to the
deaths of dozens of children in an eastern Chinese city,
the government said Monday. 

The deaths prompted a national crackdown on safety
violations in China’s food and drug markets, where
phony medicines and other products regularly cause
deaths and injuries. 

State media say 50 to 60 children, mostly from poor
farm families, died of malnutrition in the city of Fuyang
after being fed the formula, which contained only tiny
amounts of nutrients. 

Among those detained, 24 have been formally arrest-
ed, according to a statement by the Fuyang city govern-
ment. In China’s legal system, nearly all suspects who
are arrested are later convicted. 

The detentions were announced at a public ceremony
Sunday where authorities destroyed 4,425 seized boxes
of counterfeit formula, according to the statement. 

A marriage proposal and a million bucks
By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Not a bad night for “Survivor” con-
testant Amber Brkich: an engagement ring and a $1 mil-
lion prize. 

And all on national television. The conclusion to
“Survivor All-Stars” felt more like “The Bachelor”
when one of the two final contestants, “Boston Rob”
Mariano, pulled out a ring and proposed to Brkich. 

Since she wore a shirt proclaiming, “I (heart) Rob,”
the answer wasn’t in much doubt. 

Then she won bragging rights for the rest of their
lives. When host Jeff Probst counted the votes before a
live audience in Madison Square Garden, Brkich, of
Beaver, Pa., beat Mariano by a 4-3 vote. 

“We didn’t even care who was going to win,” Brkich
said in an interview with The Associated Press. “We
knew we both had each other for the rest of our lives.” 

She revealed the two had talked about marriage in the
months between the end of the game an Sunday’s live
vote-counting. 

“But I had no idea he was going to do it in front of
millions of people,” she said. 

It was a wild ending to the nation’s most popular real-
ity TV game. 

College voucher plan in trouble
By The Associated Press

DENVER — Trouble is brewing for Colorado’s first-
in-the-nation college voucher plan. 

State lawmakers say the $2,400 voucher each student
is expected to receive next fall will have to be cut to
$1,600 unless voters ease fiscal restraints embedded in
the state Constitution or agree to use millions of dollars
Colorado gets from the national settlement with the
tobacco industry. 

Without one of those steps, higher education and
Medicaid will be on the chopping block when lawmak-
ers have to cut an estimated $254 million next year, said
Rep. Brad Young. 

The budget crisis threatens to overshadow the vouch-
er program itself, which will give each high school grad-
uate the annual stipend to use at any public college or
university. Half-stipends can be used at three private
schools: Regis University, the University of Denver and
Colorado College. 

The National Conference of State Legislatures said
no other state has attempted a voucher program on such
a scale. 

Gov. Bill Owens championed the program and was
expected to sign it into law Monday.

Kerry on the health care kick
By The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — John Kerry kicks off a four-day
focus on health care by releasing a campaign staff study
that argues health insurance premiums have risen more
than $2,700 per family over the last four years, four
times the growth in income. 

“It’s not acceptable to do nothing while those premi-
ums are rising four times faster than workers’ earnings,”
the Democratic presidential candidate said in remarks
prepared for delivery Monday at Pennsylvania’s
Edinboro University. 

Kerry argues that President Bush has overseen a growth
in health care costs that has left Americans paying more
than residents of any other nation for coverage, with the
average cost of a family policy approaching $10,000 a year. 

On the swing, the campaign is targeting key battle-
ground states, beginning in Erie, Pa., then heading to
Kentucky and Florida before wrapping up in Little
Rock, Ark. At each stop, Kerry will be joined by health
care workers and by those who have struggled with pay-
ing for care. 

The Massachusetts senator has offered a health care
reform plan that calls for repealing the tax cut that Bush
pushed through Congress applying to the wealthiest
Americans, and using the money that saves to bolster
health care. 

Russian leader laid to rest
By The Associated Press

VLADIKAVKAZ, Russia — Chechen President
Akhmad Kadyrov was buried Monday in his home vil-
lage, a day after the Moscow-backed leader was killed
by a bomb blast that cast Russia’s efforts to stabilize and
control the war-ravaged region into chaos. 

Thousands of people came to Tsentoroi, the settle-
ment in southeastern Chechnya that is home to
Kadyrov’s clan, Russian media reported. 

The blast ripped through a stadium grandstand in the
Chechen capital Grozny Sunday during a Victory Day
parade celebrating the anniversary of the Nazi defeat in
World War II. 

The bombing — which thwarted the heavy security
in place for official ceremonies nationwide on an impor-
tant holiday — harshly underlined the difficulties
Russia faces in controlling the violence in Chechnya
despite a massive troop presence. It was expected to set
off a new round of killing between Kadyrov’s camp and
his enemies, who had long pledged to eliminate him. 

There was no claim of responsibility for the blast, but
suspicion inevitably fell on Chechen rebels. 

Chechen Prime Minister Sergei Abramov took over
as acting president of the region. 
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Choose 2 Select Items (served w/ Miso Soup)

Available from 11a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sushi & Roll Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. April. 30, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.
11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. (between Sepulveda & Sawtelle)

www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121
Serving Your Family for 21 Years

‘98 Dodge Neon Highline
Auto Trans, AC, Low miles

Vin# 340944 $3,995

2000 Hyundai Sonata
Loaded. 44K orig. mi.
Vin# 265094 $6,995

’98 Honda Civic EX
Dk. Green, Loaded, Auto
Trans, 4DR, Moon Roof
Vin# 503217  $8,995

’98 Ford Explorer XLT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles

Vin#A23720 $10,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

A Good Mechanic is Like A Good Computer Guy:
“Indispensible”

Tom Flynn is the Best  on the Westside!

TTTT HHHH EEEE     WWWW EEEE SSSS TTTT SSSS IIII DDDD EEEE ’’’’ SSSS     MMMM OOOO SSSS TTTT
CCCC OOOO MMMM PPPP RRRR EEEE HHHH EEEE NNNN SSSS IIII VVVV EEEE     OOOO IIII LLLL     CCCC HHHH AAAA NNNN GGGG EEEE

only $35.00
(most cars)

Plus Grand Prix’s 50-PT Safety Check

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good

GRADUATION SALE SERVICE

Come in now. 
Your next oil change is

FREE!

Vehicles for sale

Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
P/T flex. hrs, beach location, 
computer, filing, errands. email 
resume bellholdings@aol.com.
Fax: (310)396-6549.

BRENTWOOD APARTMENT
Manager team, 33 units 
experienced, maintenance 
person, 2+2  Fax Resume
310-471-3123

CARETAKER: LOOKING for 
kind & intelligent person for 
seniors in Santa Monica home.
Must live-in home and be able 
to spend time in second home 
in Illinois. Call Mike, 
310-993-2030

CNA MALE for P/T days- 
private duty case in Malibu. Ten 
hour shift please call Bonnie.
323-782-0303 Phone 
310-456-3950 Fax

DOORPESON NEEDED,
weekends, P/T in Santa 
Monica. Cordial, professional, 
able to follow procedure, also 
climb stairs for security checks.
Barron   310-394-4638

F/T HARDWARE Store Sales 
Associate & Cashier headed 

w/ experience Pacific 
Palisades store, call 

Manager at
310-454-4116

GIVE OF YOURSELF! Ameri-
can Cancer Society Discovery 
Shop in Brentwood Country 
Mart is extending its hours & 
needs your help! 2-4 Hours 
Weekly Terry/Hannah
310-458-4490

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks 
valet parkers. Experience 
preferred, no placement 
agency.310-214-1888

Employment
NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their 
Sales Department!! Flexible 
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn 
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at 
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our 
website: goymt.com

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

P/T SALES for Brentwood 
Photography Company.

Exisitng client base only.
Mon-Thurs 5pm-8pm $12/hr
Call for appt. 310-260-2445

PART TIME driver needed. Call 
(310)753-4909 or fax resume to 
310-470-7317

PT/FT WORK ON Food cart, 
Venice Beach Boardwalk,  good 
pay, fun job.
Call (310)430-0468.

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

SALES: UNIQUE Santa Monica
based company seeks P/T& F/T 
Sales representatives.
E-mail resume to 
info@winter-springs.com.

SANTA MONICA Bridal 
Salon needs experienced 
F/T salesperson. Fashion 
knowledge a MUST! 
310-260-9555

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

Employment
SANTA MONICA Nail & Hair
Salon has 4 hair stations for 
rent.$395/mo Plus a Facial/ 
Waxing Room for rent.
2106 Wilshire Boulevard   
310-829-5944

SANTA MONICA Office 
Manager/Admin.Assistant/
Bookkeeper, Property  
Management Experience 
Necessary Fax Resume   
310-471-3123

SIERRA PACIFIC Windows 
seeks qualified, reliable,
self-motivated individual 
w/good communication 
skills to diagnose and 
perform simple to difficult 
field repairs.Wood window,
and door experience a plus.
Valid drivers license, clean 
DMV record & drug screen 
required. Excellent benefits,
hourly rate DOE. Accepting 
applications 
Mon-Fri:9am-4pm
Please call 805-484-9050 or
Apply at 4780 Calle Quetzal,
Camarillo    EOE

UPSCALE BEVERLY Hills area
Jeweler seeks F/T salesperson
w/following salary+comm.
bonus+401K please fax resume
415-399-1994

WLA LAWFIRM seeks P/T 
Bookkeeper/Office Manager
25-30hrs/wk. Must be proficient
in Quickbooks,Timeslips7,and 
WP9 Fax resume 310-820-4005

For Sale
BOOKS! ALL Subjects, 
Non-Office $3.00 Thousands of 
titles  310-395-5742

CARDS: 1990-ROCKSTAR,
FOOTBALL,HOCKEY,
SOCCER $175-$300. A/C
$85, 27” T.V. $95
310-278-1683

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

SHARP MICROWAVE, New!
Never Used!   $70 
310-453-4506

WONDERFUL COLLECTION
Theatre Programs. Best artist 
for the 40’s-Present 
310-829-9915 After 6pm

Baby Stuff
FULL-TIME NANNY

available for summer. Light 
housework, great with kids,

experienced.
Will work weekends.

206-617-4940

Furniture
MATTRESS! TWIN & Full Sets
$89-$99! Pillowtop $1255! 
12-20yr Warranties We’ll beat 
any advertised price!
323-757-8927

Vehicles for sale
1990 FORD Aerostar Cargo 
Van Low miles, priced to sell.
$1400-OBO  310-393-1117

1997 BMW-740 IL-Clean. 83K
Miles All Options, Must Sell!!

19K OBO     310-863-5435

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,

(ID#A29098) $15,995

’00 Isuzu Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise
(ID#4337000) $8,995 

’99 Dodge Quad Cab
Pick Up, Oversize Tires &
Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp

(ID#610134) 

’99 Ford Explorer 
Red, A/C, Leather

(ID#71978) $10,995 

’97 Ford Ranger 
Supercab, 4x4, Auto, Alloys

(ID#PA09009) $7,995 

’02 Chevy Tahoe LT 
(ID#R193678) $23,895

’02 Ford Sport Track 
Low Miles, V6, P/W, P/L, Tilt,

Cruise, Tonueau Cover
(ID#2UD41782) $19,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

2001 KYMCO Scooter, $1700
less than 2K miles, silver, 2 
stroke, max spd. 45mph, great 
condition, barely used, call:
310-559-8323

ELECTRIC BIKES 
$399.00

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS
$179.00

@ TRANS-PORT-STATION
3127 N. Lincoln Blvd.

310-399-3392
HONDA ACCORD LX
Power windows, power 
locks, great interior, great 
gas mileage.Needs mechan-
ical & minor body work- 
MUST SELL!! Great car for 
local travel. $1500-OBO 
909-844-0133

Vehicles for sale

’96 PLYMOUTH 
GRAND VOYAGER SE

Rear Air, Many Extras, Must See
VIN 484227 $4995

‘98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE

Loaded, Many Extras, Low Miles
VIN 530531 $8995

‘98 DODGE NEON
Low Miles, New Tires
VIN 640909 $4995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local Car

VIN 801616 $4995

‘94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner,
Excellent Condition
VIN 277493 $3995

’95 SATURN SL2
Good Transportation
VIN 392250 $4000

’89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
One Owner, Good Car

VIN 394894 $3995

’65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $4500

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

SALE
VOLKSWAGEN
SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER
IS OFFERING LOW AS

1.9% APR
LIMITED FINANCING

on approved credit

TOLL FREE!          800-273-4507

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

OFFICIAL LEXUS FACTORY
Lease Return Purchasing
Center. We Have an
Abundant Supply of Certified
Off Lease Vehicles For Sale!

800-273-4507
1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

Instruction
SWIMMING LESSONS Any 
Age, Any Level 7yrs Experience
Call for Info 310-403-9356

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION 
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical 
response method, 
(songs/games) ADULTS 
Communicative grammar and 
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

Wanted
29 PEOPLE. We pay you to 
lose weight 310-745-1233

IRISH LICENSED Vocational 
Nurse seeks small room.
Exchange +rent, peaceful 
environment, hours flexible
818-378-2378

PIANO TEACHER Wanted, 
looking for a patient piano 
teacher for lesons in my home 
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Rabbit Rescue Group needs 
help caring for abandoned 
bunnies!Adoptions,Foster,
Transport. 310-713-2478

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850, 
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit, 
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT  INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

MAR VISTA $1350 Upper2+1
Redone w/everything new.
Maple kitchen,crown moulding, 
stove, dishwasher, microwave,
parking 310-450-5476

Vehicles for sale

ADVERTISE!
310-458-7737
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UCLA Center for Human Nutrition

is looking for volunteers for a medically-supervised research study
to evaluate:

“The effectiveness of a High Protein Meal Prelacement Plan vs. a
Standard Protein Meal Replacement in Overweight Subjects.”

Participation will last approximately1 year (including screening) which includes blood
draws, a physical exam, body composition analysis, and EKG, completing questionnaires

and diaries and dietary counseling. Participants will be randomly assigned to follow either
a standard protein meal replacement plan ( consisting of 1/2) gram of protein per pound

of lean body mass,) or higher protein meal replacement plan (consisting of 1 gram of pro-
tein per pound of lean body mass) using Herbalife products. All participants will receive

meal replacements at no cost. Participants will be paid up to $250.

For more information call: (310) 206-8292  Study conducted by Zhaoping LI, MD

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE IF YOU ARE:

IN GOOD HEALTH

30 or more YEARS OF AGE

AT LEAST 35 POUNDS OVERWEIGHT

Health/Beauty

SONIA WILLIAMS
*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*

*Palm Reader*

*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099

Personals

For Rent

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOME IN Marina Del Rey, 
2+2+Den with private yard, 
shed and automatic gate for 
three cars. The house itself has 
hardwood floors and a full 
kitchen with a  dishwasher and 
outdoor laundry on a patio.
$2500  310-466-9256

MAR VISTA, $1795/mo 
Spacious 3bd/3ba 2-car 
parking,Security, stove/fridge,
no pets 310-559-9896 before 
8pm-Studio avail. $720

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated 
building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, 
newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng, 
1 year lease,no pets $1550
310-578-9729

MDR ADJACENT Studio, gated 
building with gated
subterranean parking, newer 
building with courtyard area, 
quiet neighborhood. laundry 
rm.,pkng, 1 year lease,no pets 
$895  310-578-9729

MDR LARGE 3+2, W/D, 
refridgerator, fieplace, 2-car ga-
rage, steps to sand, pets ok!
$3500/mo 310-577-0015

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove. Block from 
beach. 2 car parking, 1 year 
lease, no pets. $1950  
310-466-9256

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1995/mo Upper, 2+2, balcony, 
bright, spacious, totally 
renovated, Parking, no pets, n/s
310-476-4181

SANTA MONICA $2550/mo 
front unit, condo w/garden, 2bd 
2ba, built-in kitchen, garage,
817 6th Street,  Mike  
626-482-0787

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper 
front apt. 1428 11th St.#5 
Stove, laundry, parking,just 
painted with new carpets.
310-394-4837

SANTA MONICA $1475/mo.
1248 11th Street unit  F  2BD 
1.5BA  blinds,carpet,laundry,
parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA $595 
Bachelor/Guesthouse-New 
paint & carpet. Quiet, nice area
with utilities included.
310-450-4318

SANTA MONICA 2+2+loft-
Three floors. Suite-style 
bedrooms, two side-by-side ga-
raged parking. Huge common 
areas with high ceilings and 
loads of light. Fireplace, dish-
washer, lots of closet space.
Private ROOFTOP patio. 820 
Bay St.
$2595  310-466-9256

SANTA MONICA 2bd1ba North
of Wilshire, large living room, 
closed garage,laundry 
$1400/mo 1 person/couple
310-451-9673

SANTA MONICA : $1580/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint, water 
paid No pets  (818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA$2300/mo 
833 5th St.#201,2BD 2BA
Stove,d/w,blinds,carpet,laundry,
pool,intercom entry, gated tan-
dem parking. No pets.
310-393-2547

SANTA MONICA, Charming
1bd1ba+loft, studio/garage, 
W/D,hardwood floors,7 blocks 
to the beach! w/c pets, 
$1800/mo     310-452-7702

VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
brick building. Single w/ full 
kitchen and bathroom. Views of 
the ocean, laundry room, stor-
age available, water and trash 
paid. 1 year lease, no pets.
$925. (310)466-9256

VENICE DUPLEX 2bd 1.5ba 
upper,2 car parking, W/D 
hookups, hardwood floors and 
lots of charm. 1year lease, no 
pets, no smoking. $1525.
310-466-9256

For Rent
VENICE BEACH large 1 bd,1ba
apts. Upper unit in large court-
yard with swimming pool, 4 
blocks to the beach. Gated 
private parking, laundry room, 
quiet neighborhood.$1150 
310-823-0 354

VENICE BEACH lower 1+1 with 
yard, 2 blocks from the beach, 
will consider dog/cat with extra 
deposit. Washer/Dryer. street 
parking. 1 year lease. This 
apartment is beautiful and truly 
VENICE in it’s unique style.
$1250. (310)466-9256

VENICE, 1 bed+loft
Brand new totally renovated, 
high exposed beam ceilings, 
oak floors, private rooftop patio, 
balcony, new bathrooms and 
kitchen, gated building and 
parking, new landscaping and 
common areas.
$2200- 310-466-9256

VENICE, SPACIOUS, bright, 
3+1,remodeled dining,kitchen &
living room,fridge,gardens, 
parking.5 bloks to beach! 
$1950/mo  949-293-2016

VENICE, VERY NICE STUDIO,
1/2 block from beach, very 
clean, large closet. 1 year 
lease, no pets. $825
(310)466-9256

Venice: $875/mo 501 N. Venice 
3 Singles, carpets, laundry, 
utilities paid,no pets.
(310)574-6767.

VERY BRIGHT and large 2 bd 
2 ba with wrap around balcony 
two fireplaces, lots of closets 
and loft like ceilings. Must see 
to believe. Modern. 1yr lease.
No pets. $1650  310-466-9256

WESTCHESTER, 2+1 Total 
Remodel w/d hookups, fridge, 
garage, yard, excellent location,
no pets $1495/mo 
310-521-8828

Roommates
ROOM FOR Rent in the heart 
of Santa Monica on 17th Street
$700  310-428-1608

Commercial Lease
TWO OFFICES for rent .
Central Tower Bldg, 1424 4th 
Street  . (310)276-3313.

FULL SERVICE offices & 
secretarial bays available in 
upscale Santa Monica 
building. 310-883-3333

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

ARTIST STUDIO,OFFICE or 
Work space,unique private 
setting, no live-ins!! Ocean Park
& 17th   $875  310-753-2621

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial Of-
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140sq/ft  $2200/mo. & 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can 
combine. D.Keasbey 
(310)477-3192

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building.
All services included.

Reception telephone answering.

High speed T-1 Internet.

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1090 
Remax

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted
I BUY Full Price! All Cash 
3-day close! 
800-870-5162x2003

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

BODYWORK by Paul.
Deep-tissue & Thai 
massage. Non-sexual. Only 
$40/hr. Athletes welcome.
310.741.1901.

CLASSY CLASSY Very 
Upscale In-Call Sensual 
Massage by attractive 

green-eyed professional 
model.

Crystal  310-337-6709

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

Massage
OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

BECOME DEBT FREE and 
Financially Secure for only $25 
a month!! Recorded message 
800-887-1090

Health/Beauty

PERSONAL ASSISTANTS 
IN-HOME CARE

Round the clock Services
ELDER CARE 

also
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

CLEANING
“Professional Service 

with a Personal Touch”
BLUE SKY SERVICE AGENCY

323-655-4002
blueskyserviceagency.com

GET THE VERY BEST FOOD!
The Vital Zuman weekly farm 
box. 310-457-1084

Lost & Found
CAT: SIAMESE/MANX
NO-TAIL, NO COLLAR, 2-3 Yrs
Old Friendly  310-452-0072

WE ARE THE
GIG IN TOWN!

Call us at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily Press for 4
weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect employee! Call
Kitty for more details.

ADVERTISE!
310-458-7737
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EXPERT ROOFING
& EXPERT PAINTING

Any 2 Leaks only $9900

323-252-3521  800-553-3212

SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

Services Services

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

Business and Residential
Experienced • Reliable • Affordable

Training • Networking • Hardware • Web Design • Software

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) 989-6677

Computer Services Computer Services

3415 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 630

310-313-0900

A California Corporation Dedicated Exclusively
to Financial Crisis Management

NO FINANCIAL PROBLEM
IS TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL!

FREE consultation
www.financialsolutions.com

• STOP Creditor Phone Calls
• STOP Tax Liens
• STOP Seizures & Garnishments

• Debt Negotiation
• Bankruptcy consulting
• Credit Modification

• Accounting Services
• Account Preparation
• Audit Representation

Attorney Services Attorney Services

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Carpentry

310-428-1602

Services

DELIGHTFULDOMESTICS
24HR SERVICES

LIVE IN • LIVE OUT • COMPANION
BABYSITTER

NANNY

GOOD SERVICE

DISCOUNT WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD
818-980-2822    818-762-0780818-980-2822    818-762-0780

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Services
HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

J&G PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates

References Available
Greg: 310-391-4362•Joe: 310-403-6247

Give your house a facelift for spring!

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, 
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674 

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry

All Work Guaranteed

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

STAR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Deep Cleaning

2 Bdrm — $39 • 5 Room — $89
up to 800 sq. ft.

White, Off-White, Berber, Commercial.
Soiled Carpet Additional Cost.
323.871.2347 • 323.463.3488

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic.441191 
(310)578-7108.

Services

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services
DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra  
300-2100/wk? Working 10 
Hours a Week? Call 
323-632-1234

Business Services

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Computer Services
AA PC Services & Repairs
Call 310-823-4787  10% Off 
First Visit for SMDP 
Readers!! Member/BBB

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home.Computer tune-up, 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Quickbooks, internet navigation, 
software installation. PO Sale 
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST 

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

■ Repairs
■ Upgrades
■ Set-up

■ Training
■ Networking
■ Wireless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with 

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
locally owned and operated 

310-729-2931

ADVERTISE...CALL KITTY!
DAILY PRESS: 310-458-7737

Pay tribute to a loved one.

Call Mitch for details. 310.458.7737 ext. 111

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.

WELCOME TO
THE WORLD!

The Daily Press is now 
running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your
newest family member.
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ ASPEN, Colo. — An Aspen grocery store has
accused actor Don Johnson of leaving an unpaid bill of
$5,470, according to court records. 

Other Aspen businesses also are suing the “Miami
Vice” and “Nash Bridges” star in Pitkin County Court
for outstanding bills. A list of creditors in a bankruptcy
petition include $7,345 from Aspen Valley Hospital,
$1,228 from Isberian Rug Co., $1,688 from Holy Cross
Energy and $2,787 from Garfield & Hecht law firm. 

A spokesman for the actor could not be reached for
comment. 

Johnson, 54, filed for bankruptcy protection last
month to secure his Woody Creek ranch and stave off a
lender’s attempt to auction his home. 

The lender, Los Angeles-based City National Bank,
filed court papers in Pitkin County District Court in
March against Johnson. That lawsuit asks a judge to
auction Johnson’s home to recoup $930,000 he owes the
bank, according to court papers. 

■ LONDON — There’ll be no wave of the magic
Harry Potter wand for the 3-year-old students of a ballet
school in southern England. 

Choreographer Valerie Le Serve said Monday she
was forced to change a 10-minute segment based on the
adventures of the boy wizard and his friends after author
J.K. Rowling’s agent pointed out a contract with movie
giant Warner Bros. that bans rival productions. 

Le Serve said she wrote to Rowling’s London-based
agent, Christopher Little, as a courtesy and was sur-
prised to receive a letter banning her from going ahead
with the amateur event in Worthing, West Sussex. 

Warner Bros., which produces the hit “Harry Potter”

movies based on the books, has rights over any live the-
atrical or musical production until 2007. 

“Sadly the position is that contractually we are pre-
cluded from granting the type of rights requested by the
Worthing dance school unless Warner Bros. relent and
waive their rights,” said Neil Blair, a spokesman for
Little. “It is simply not possible for us to pick and
choose however worthy the cause, which in this partic-
ular case was clearly most worthy.” 

Le Serve’s production was scheduled as part of a
variety show in November to raise money for London’s
Great Ormond Street Hospital for children and the Cleft
Lip and Palate Association. 

Le Serve said she would adapt the costumes of black
cats, owls and wand-carrying street traders to another
story line. 

“I could not believe it. Friends said J.K. and her
agents would not mind, but it appears they do,” she said.
“I am flattered that they consider us to be such a great
threat to their plans in 2007.” 

■ MANCHESTER, England — The University of
Manchester is awarding honorary degrees to Robin and
Barry Gibb of the Bee Gees, as well as a posthumous
honor for their brother, Maurice. 

The awards will be presented to the two Gibb broth-
ers during a ceremony at the university Wednesday.
They’ll also receive from Chancellor Anna Ford a
degree for their brother, who died in January 2003. 

Born on the Isle of Man, the Gibb brothers moved to
the northwestern English city of Manchester in the
1950s. 

In the 1970s, they sang the soundtrack for the disco
scene with hits such as “Stayin’ Alive” and “Night
Fever,” and have now sold more than 110 million copies

of their 28 albums. 
Maurice died in a Miami hospital at the age of 53 on

Jan. 12, 2003. He had suffered a heart attack during
emergency surgery for an intestinal blockage. 

■ SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Police had to break up
a shoving match at a Boston club after the rapper 50
Cent and his entourage jumped from the stage during a
surprise appearance and scuffled in the audience. 

Two people were arrested for disturbing the peace
during the incident in the Hippodrome club early
Saturday morning, said Springfield Police Capt. Charles
Arpin. 

Police also were investigating whether a nearby
shooting was related. 

The crowd of 1,400 people did not know 50 Cent was
there until he took the stage after the other acts. About
10 minutes after he took the stage, someone in the
crowd threw water at him from a cup or water bottle,
Hippodrome co-owner Michael J. Barrasso said. 

“He removed his gold chain, handed it to someone on
the stage next to him and jumped off the stage into the
crowd,” Barrasso said. The rapper's entourage, includ-
ing bodyguards, also jumped off the stage. 

The crowd was so dense Barrasso could not tell if
there was any fighting beyond pushing. Security guards
and police officers pushed the rapper — whose real
name is Curtis Jackson — and his entourage back on
stage, Barrasso said. 

“He finished the song, believe it or not,” Barrasso
said. “Then the whole entourage and him just rushed for
the exit, got in their cars and left.” 

Two men were charged with disturbing the peace. 

Don Johnson leaving a trail of unpaid debt in Aspen


