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MORE SCENES OF THE SURREAL
M In December, police in Lewiston,
Maine, chased down a patient
from St. Mary's Regional Medical
Center who, apparently fed up with
his hospital regimen, had fled the
building on foot, clad only in his
gown in the icy rain, and dragging
his wheeled IV pole behind him.
And Gary C. Laine, 48, wanted on a
fugitive murder warrant from
California, turned himself in to
police in Kerrville, Texas, in
February and, apparently seeking
to look cooperative, had already
handcuffed himself before walking
into the station.
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“People who like this
sort of thing will find this
sort of thing they like.”

- Hilary Corke
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People line up Sunday in front of 7-Eleven on Wilshire Boulevard to
get their last-minute Mother’s Day bouquets. A team of workers furi-
ously tried to keep with the demand.
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CITY HALL:
DOLLARS & SENSE

A month-long series examining
Santa Monica City Hall finances

City Hall keeps
bond rating high
in trying times

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

While it may be lacking in a
surplus of cash, at least City Hall
has good credit.

Santa Monica is the only city in
California that has a triple-A bond
rating from all three of the major
rating agencies.

So when officials from City
Hall need money and decide to
issue a bond, they can be confi-
dent investors will be interested.
The triple-A rating also means low
interest rates for City Hall.

This will be the third consecu-
tive year of budget deficits within
City Hall — totaling $28 million.
This year, city officials must close
a $4 million deficit. City Hall in

2002 faced an $8 million shortfall,
and was able to cut $2.2 million in
operating costs and $6.6 million in
capital improvement projects. In
2003, City Hall plugged a $16 mil-
lion shortfall by cutting expenses
and increasing revenues. Thirty-
one positions were eliminated with
City Hall as part of the cuts.

But a good bond rating helps.
It’s the result of prudent forecast-
ing and conservative budgeting,
said Steve Stark, the city’s
finance director.

In evaluating a bond, raters look
at four indicators — the city’s over-
all economy, its debt, financial his-
tory, and the philosophy of its man-
agement team and policy makers.

See BONDS, page 5

Susan McCarthy: On the top of her game

Community profiles is a weekly series that appears each Monday and delves into
the people who live, work and play in Santa Monica.

e

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

As a child raised in the suburbs
of Washington D.C., City
Manager Susan McCarthy grew
up surrounded by politics but it
wouldn’t be until she was an adult
that she would realize how much
it had an impact on her.

Decades later, McCarthy over-
sees more than 1,000 employees
within City Hall, manages the
day-to-day operations of one of
the most dynamic and diverse
cities in the world, and handles a
$350 million budget.

McCarthy, 58, came to Santa
Monica in 1974 after her hus-
band, Kevin, was hired as a
researcher for the Rand Corp., a

job that he still holds today. Just
before moving here, McCarthy
was working as a transportation
planner for the state of Wisconsin
while Kevin was in the doctoral
program at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

To stay apprised of what was
going on in the world, McCarthy
cherished her grandmother’s gift
of the Washington Post mailed
each week.

“I knew about Watergate long
before it appeared in the papers in
the Midwest,” she said. “I would
say that I’ve been a policy buff
for a long time.”

Coming to Southern California
was the “other side of the world”
in McCarthy’s mind. But after

walking the streets of Santa
Monica in search of an apartment
with a map given to her by
employees at her hotel — the
Travel Lodge on Ocean Avenue
— she had found her new home.

A graduate from Mt. Holyoke in
New England, McCarthy
embarked on her career in city
government a year after she moved
to Santa Monica. She has been
involved Santa Monica’s business
off and on for the past 20 years.

In college, McCarthy studied
economic and urban geography.
She was interested in “central
place theory,” the circum-
stances of why, how and where
cities develop.

See MCCARTHY, page 6
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"BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

Hlbuns: M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
2901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica ¢ 310.399.8383

Happy Birthday John Wood!

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

Would you like to buy

diamonds

from someone in the

familyN_ 4

Visit today and see the difference family makes.

N

At Readers Fine Jewelers, we treat our clients
like part of the family. Loyal service, the best
quality, value and a great reputation.

. 331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica * 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349 * www.readersjewelers.com

Eddie Guerboian

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM  Monday thru Friday

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Garden ¢ Turkey * Beef

29 Beers on Draught

Your choice of:

Ahi ¢ Salmon * Boca

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY

ON THE PATIO

14.4855

Telephone 31

2911 Main Street * Santa Monica

:30am - Midnight Mon-Su

www..libraryalehouse.com

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST!

Starting Monday, April 5th: 7am-11am

Happy Hour
5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries & Pint

$6£

ALL MLB GAMES
ON SATELLITE

8 TVs ¢ 2 Big Screens
Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks
Burgers * Pop-a-shot
3 Pool Tables and more!

LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES

SESO Pints ° Ia diffe;ﬁnttazeers

% % % % k-Dynamic

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k k-Positive %k k-Average

**-So0-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

N & %%k * Visualize and create. Your per-
ceptions could be extraordinarily insightful, not
only for you but for all those in your immediate
orb. Listen well to what someone shares, even if
you believe it is off-the-wall. Understand that
imagination breeds new ideas. Tonight: Socialize
all you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

s *% %% Stay on top of what you want.
Think “success,” but be prepared to take the lead.
How you handle a personal matter could make a
big difference in how you handle another situa-
tion. A boss might not be clear, but he or she is
full of ideas. Tonight: Work as late as you want.
E’) GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

L% S % k% * You might need to clear the air
some, as another might not see eye to eye with
you. Know that this person isn’t always practical,
but could stimulate many ideas. Brainstorm
away. Look for solutions that are out of the box.
Tonight: Find experts. Hop on the computer.
@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% %% Work with one other person,
keeping in mind what you need to do in order to
make headway. Together you’ll come up with
unusual ideas. Share something that you haven’t

up till now, as you were worried about another’s
judgment. Tonight: Exchange feelings and ideas.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

@ %k % %% Others might delight you with
their imagination and forthright attitude. Now
ideas can flow left and right. You might want to
carefully rethink a plan or idea that revolves
around another key player in your life. Tonight:
Let go and relax.

@g, VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[\ k%% Your ideas are well-received by

both bosses and those close to you. You seem to
have the wherewithal to convince others of the cor-
rectness of your ideas. Deal with work, health and

pEx) LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* %% k% You’re full of play and happi-
ness. You might not be able to settle in because
all you can think about doesn’t involve work.
Understand this fact. Consider taking a personal
day. You will settle in later in the week. Tonight:
Make light.

[ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

N4 % k%% Your ambition emerges, but you
must handle a personal or real estate matter first.
What you believe could be a moneymaking idea
is. Take your time investigating the pros and
cons. You won’t make a mistake that way.
Tonight: Order in.

[’ Y SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

S * %% Slow down and don’t take a leap of
faith. Understand the dynamics within certain
key relationships, not only yours but also those
of others. You will learn a lot by sitting back and
observing more. Zero in when you are ready.
Tonight: Where the crowds are.

Fi CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

2% xx*x* Use your good financial sense,
and you’ll gain. Check out what seems like a gift
horse. You know better than to accept an offer
blankly. Discuss expectations before you sign on
the dotted line. Trust your judgment. Tonight:
Go over your budget.

A3\ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* %%k % You feel that you can finally get
others to understand what has only been a dream
up till now. Realize more of what you want
through expressing your unique charm and
humor. Keep communication flowing. Tonight:
As you like it.

@ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

L% %k Ducking doesn’t mean you’re not a
player. It simply means you are less obvious. A
financial investment in your security could make
all the difference. Think long term. Don’t let
someone else run you over emotionally. Claim

day-to-day matters. Your creativity emerges and
@ights others. Tonight: Take a walk after dinner.
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your power. Tonight: Get some extra rest.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

SMC hits the high notes

By Daily Press staff

Opera is the theme this weekend at Santa Monica College.

The Emmy Award-winning SMC Theatre will present Bel Canto Opera Gala
2004 at 8 p.m. on Saturday and 4 p.m. on Sunday in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900
Pico Blvd.

The May 15 performance also will feature the presentation of the 2004 Piedad F.
Robertson award to JoAnn Ortiz, executive director of the SMC Foundation, for her
dedication and support. The award is named after the president of SMC.

The concert will feature selections from the operas of Donizetti, Bellini and Rossini.

Bel Canto — which means beautiful singing in Italian — refers to the art of
singing in the Italian style with beauty, elegance, flexibility, assured technique and
a certain bravura, officials said. It also refers to the type of operas written in Italy in
the first half of the 19th century.

Featured artists will be soprano Terrie Barna, bass Stephen Breen and baritone
Ryutaro lijima. Hung-Gi Cindy Hsu is the accompanist, and Siobhan Leeway is the
costume designer.

Pinner is an SMC voice professor, professional opera singer and internationally
renowned recording artist, who won a 2001 Emmy for the video of the SMC pro-
duction of “Faust,” which aired on Los Angeles City Channel 36 and City TV-
Channel 16 in Santa Monica. Pinner was the executive producer and lead performer.
She also had leading roles in the TV opera videos of “La Boheme” and “Dialogue
of the Carmelites.”

Tickets are $16 general admission and $10 for students and senior citizens. For
information, call (310) 434-3000.

Actor Anthony Hopkins honored by Saint John’s

By Daily Press staff

Saint John’s Irene Dunne Guild, a longtime hospital support group, is hosting the
2004 Caritas Award Gala honoring Academy Award-winning actor Anthony Hopkins.

The black-tie fundraiser will be held May 21 at the Regent Beverly Wilshire in
Beverly Hills, and is the kick-off event for the opening of Saint John’s new inpatient
pavilion in the fall. Proceeds raised will benefit the emergency department at Saint
John’s Health Center.

In addition, Saint John’s will present the first Spirit of Saint John’s award to Dr.
Ruben F. Mettler, the retired chairman and CEO of TRW, Inc. Mettler is active on
Saint John’s Foundation Board of Trustees.

The award gala is hosted each year by the Saint John’s Health Center Foundation
and the Irene Dunne Guild, named after the late actress Irene Dunne, who is con-
sidered the “first lady” of Saint John’s, officials said.

With a membership of 90 women, the guild provides a variety of volunteer serv-
ices and philanthropic support to Saint John’s, including the Angels of the ER pro-
gram, which provides non-medical assistance to emergency room patients and their
families. The program is staffed by guild members and community volunteers.

Gala tickets are $375 each, and sponsorships are available.

For tickets and information, call Saint John’s foundation office at (310) 829-8424.
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Has an ‘E-dition?
Home delivery by E-mail
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From one surfer to another, the warm-up has been epic, dude.

Today, our mix of SSW-SW swell (185-210) will be hitting its
peaks’and mixing with a strong dose of NW windswell. Most TOday the
exposed spots will be seeing waist-head high surf while the best water ls:

combo breaks and good SW/NW spots will be overhead. Expect
4-5- foot, shoulder to head high, occasionally 7 feet, with poor to
fair conditions.

Look for S-SW winds around 10 knots this morning with NW
winds 10-15+20 knots on tap for the most exposed breaks by the
afternoon. Similar conditions with slightly slower winds are
expected Tuesday and Wednesday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break.

) LOW TIDES
=== Morning  Height  Evening Height

HIGH TIDES
Morning  Height ~ Evening  Height

S RDAY 720 11 6:09 27 NA NA 228 33
SUNDAY 831 -0.8 740 30 1235 56 403 35
MONDAY 945 -05 944 29 148 51 515 38
TUESDAY 1052 -04 1123 24 320 46 6:04 42
WEDNESDAY ~ 11:48 -0.2 NA  NA 450 44 6:41 46
THURSDAY 1231 17 12:33 %, 0.1 6:05 43 712 50
FRIDAY 123 1.1 1:10 04 707 42 740 53

The Sutf Report is sponsored by:

WS r/pCcure

SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL )

.
The L].ne AVEVERATTAATAATTAAEEAATAAMEAARARAAN A

The draft of the 2004-05 budget is near-
ly complete. It will be released to the pub-
lic within days. The Santa Monica City
Council will hold a series of workshops
open to the public at the end of this month.
And while the budget is pretty much set, it
is an opportunity for residents to under-
stand where and how their money is spent.
The final budget must be adopted by July.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,

“If you had your way, where do you
think the City Council should spend
your money?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in the weekend edition. Please
limit your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the wording
of your response.

J
* Homemade A
* Fresh Ingredients
¢ Pasta & Dinners

e Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

@
() \\)
N Park Bivd.S°

“A slice of NY in your

own backyard.”
310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Since 1967
Quality & Valug iways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892 “It doesn’t cost

a lot to treat
mom right.”

2732 Main St.

Santa Monica
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OPINION

Santa Monica’s name the root of its problems?

COMNMON SCENTS

By Carole Orlin

hen my husband and I

arrived in Santa Monica

nearly four years ago

from the East Coast, I

believed that my contri-
butions to the community would be
focused on my extensive background in
health care planning. As I quickly became
entrenched in Santa Monica, my educa-
tion in the workings and politics of the
city allowed me to take a firsthand look at
the workings of City Hall, the mayor and
City Council, the Planning Commission,
the Architectural Review Board, the Rent
Control Board, the police department, the
courthouse, and even Santa Monica
College. As a tenant and as a landlord, as
a business owner and as a consumer, |
found myself intrigued, and at times
befuddled by issues ranging from the liv-
ing wage to widespread homelessness,
from traffic and parking enforcement to
dog parks.

As I have time to look around and take
in the smells of our unique beach commu-
nity, [ am struck by the lack of a common
sense approach to most of the important
issues, especially when it comes to the
local governing authorities. I hope to be
able to call attention to problems and dis-
cuss solutions that are reality based, per-
haps not always politically correct and
perhaps a bit more moderate or conserva-
tive than the liberal establishment has
found itself accustomed to in the past.

Almost from the time I arrived in Santa
Monica in 2000, I have been looking to
come up with a sensible reason and solu-
tion for the disproportionate number of
homeless people living here. Over the last
four years I have been witness to numer-
ous complaints about harassment, crimi-
nal activity — such as breaking and enter-
ing and destruction of property — public
urination, defecation, the list goes on.
Surely our local government cannot be
that out of touch with reality to not see the
severity of the problem, or not realize that
whatever actions, or inactions, they were
adopting are making things go from bad
to worse.

Is it possible that the failure to ade-
quately deal with this far-reaching prob-

lem is not really a failure of our local gov-
ernment? Could the real fault rest with our
namesake, Saint Monica? It’s so simple,
why didn’t I see it before? You see, she
herself was a recovering alcoholic and is
the patron saint for, among other things,
alcoholics, alcoholism and disappointing
children. Alas, perhaps Santa Monica was
destined to be a haven for the homeless! It
was in the cards. Now, I am aware that not
all homeless people are substance abusers,
but let’s face it, a significant majority of
them do imbibe a lot.

If the problem can be directly connected
to the name of our fair city, is the solution
not a very simple one? Let’s change our
name! I happen to have a few suggestions.
How about becoming “Santa Eurosia,”
whose patronage protects us from bad
weather, or “San Medard,” another protec-
tor from bad weather who also favors
brewers and vineyards? On second
thought, maybe that’s not a good idea.
Another possibility is “San Vitus,” a saint
whose patronage includes protection from
oversleeping — an ongoing problem, I
must admit, and protection for actors and
comedians, dog lovers, and against storms.
I also would submit “San Maurus,” whose
patronage among other things includes

protection against cold weather, gout and
protection for shoemakers. We cannot
overestimate the importance of shoemak-
ers. Jimmy and Manolo, are you listening?
I’d even take “San Ambrose of Milan,”
patron saint of bees, beekeepers, candle
makers, chandlers (not Bing) and domestic
animals. Should we consider “Santa
Apollonia,” whose patronage protects
against tooth disease and toothaches? Or,
how about “San Brice,” who protects us
from stomach disease? I could go on, but
you get my point.

We were set up.

In giving this more thought, perhaps
being named after a saint is too much to
ask of any community. How about some-
thing simple like Happy Acres? I would
proffer that even our city officials could
embrace this solution. This would enable
them to continue to pursue a policy
approach that has no real accountability
for the homeless community, except
insisting that every homeless person be
happy. Don’t worry ...

(Carole is a health care professional
and freelance writer. She can be reached
at tangling833@aol.com).

The big, empty house on the hill is full of lost dreams

HIP TO
; _ BE
SQUARE

By Caroline Bodkin

Alex built a big house in the hills.

The views, the seven-layer crown
moldings, the already 20-foot tall palm
tree that was brought in with all the rest of
the landscaping, were impressive.

The separate maid’s quarters, the pool,
the pool table, the bar, the upstairs patio,
the gym and the fact that it all sits above
the city’s hottest strip of nightlife were all
impressive. The edgy painting of the
naked woman in a compromised position
above the bed in the master bedroom also
was impressive.

It was a house built for parties, for peo-
ple to wander through and drink in. It was
built to host 200 thirsty night owls until
all hours of the night and when you pull
up to it, when you know that Alex
designed it himself, that he wanted it this
way, you are impressed.

What a grand idea. What a big event. Is
it true that he can rent it out for $50,000 a
month?

Impressive.

But what’s most impressive about the
house, so full of ideas and intention, is
how absolutely empty it is.

Alex built a big, empty house in the
hills. For a party that has come and gone,
leaving its host quite alone.

Alex is in rehab.

His cocaine habit started when he was
a young hot shot, making waves in the
industry, biting at the heels of soon to be
has-beens. It gave him confidence, ener-
gy, something to do at nightclubs and
something to share with his friends.
Eventually nighttime use turned into day-
time use. Sneaking off with his friends at
the party turned into sneaking out of
meetings to find a bathroom.

Years passed, his work suffered. The
only friends he still had were those whose
habit was just as bad and so they let him
slide. The more he craved control, the more
he used and so the less control he had.

Eventually, the business he’d dreamed
of owning and worked to build was suf-
fering. Everyone on the outside knew
what was going on in there.

People used to say, “Alex lives a full

life. Alex is full of big ideas. Alex is the
kind of guy younger guys might want to
be like.” Then they just said, “Alex is in
trouble,” and they’d shake their heads.

My friend works for him. He started
off as an intern at Alex’s company during
college and upon graduation, he took a
position as an assistant.

Eight years later, he found himself with
a VP title, sitting across from Alex, his
boss — whose rear end he’d saved many
times, whose absence from meetings he’d
explained many times — at breakfast on
his birthday talking about rehab.

No one had ever had this conversation
with Alex. Not his friends, not the brother
who helped him to build the house, no one.

He spent three years building the place.
He’d leave the office almost daily to make
sure it was on schedule and up to par. And
when it was finally done, he threw a huge
party and everyone ooh-ed and aah-ed
over it, its details and grandeur.

But even with all those people in it, it
was big and empty.

The breakfast took four hours. But
after they paid the bill, they got in the car
and headed for Pleasant Pastures, or what-
ever that facility’s called. He left his
house empty. The house would be empty
as long as he was empty.

The company’s in more trouble, my
friend’s job is in question, his loyalty,
which extended beyond any call of duty
and might have saved Alex’s life, has left
him with very little security.

After Alex went into rehab, his “good
friends” and close business associates
quickly stopped calling. No one checked
in on him. No one came to help when they
had to move out of their expensive offices
into smaller ones.

There’s a lot that Alex probably
thought he would become. Maybe he’d
end up like his successful real estate
developer father. Maybe he’d become a
legend in the industry. Maybe he’d be able
to keep his cocaine habit at bay.

I really doubt he ever thought he’d end
up alone in rehab. I doubt he built that big,
beautiful, house to leave it empty.

I bet he thought the facade of it was
enough to keep the inside alive. That
moldings could support walls.

Lucky for him there was at least one
person he didn’t impress.

(Caroline Bodkin lives in LA and hopes
to make it out alive. You can e-mail her at
hiptobesquarebybodkin@yahoo.com)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive,
except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite
202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA 90401 Or email: sack@smdp.com
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LOCAL

City Hall pays $15M a
year on $191M debt

BONDS, from page 1

City Hall last issued a bond in 2002, to
raise money for the new library. The $25
million bond sold with interest rates
between 2 percent and 4.6 percent,
depending on the length of the investor’s
commitment.

At that time, City Hall applied for and
was given a triple-A rating from Moody’s,
Standard and Poor’s, and Fitch — the
three agencies that evaluate all bonds,
including those in the private sector. The
rating scale for bonds goes from triple-A
at the top, down to single-C at the bottom.

“The bond rating lets the community
know several things about its city govern-
ment and how it’s run,” Stark said. “It
shows that the city is strong financially,
that it has low debt levels, that it’s conser-
vative in its budgeting, that it has expen-
diture flexibility.”

The rating also lets investors know
something about City Hall.

“(The rating companies’) purpose is to
educate investors as to the quality of the
bond issues and the bond issuers, and they
try to give an independent appraisal of the
credit quality of a bond,” Stark said.

Municipal bonds are called “tax exempt”
bonds and are favored by investors because
they accrue interest, Stark added.

City Hall currently has $191.5 million
in bond debt, or $2,144 for each of the
city’s 89,333 residents, as estimated by
the state finance department. That debt
was accrued from 12 bonds issued in the
last 14 years, and is being paid off at
$15.4 million each year, Stark said.

When City Hall decides it needs
money and wants to go into bond debt, it
first determines exactly how much money
it needs. City Hall financiers then call
bond underwriters, present the bonds to
the marketplace — Wall Street — and
markets and sells the bonds, Stark said.

There are four types of bonds City Hall
can issue. The most common is a “gener-
al obligation” bond, meaning it is “backed
by the full faith and credit of the city’s
general fund, meaning the first priority on
the city’s general fund revenue is to pay
the bonds,” Stark said.

Then there are “revenue” bonds, where
City Hall must dedicate a particular rev-
enue source to repay the bond. The third
type is called a “tax allocation” bond,
where certain taxes are set aside to repay
the bond. Finally, there’s an “enterprise
fund” bond, where the money comes from
a self-supporting source, Stark said,
adding the water department and airport
are both considered enterprise funds.

Each bond is rated before it’s sold to
investors. Though City Hall hasn’t
applied for a formal rating since it issued
the $25 million bond for the library, Stark
said its standing hasn’t changed.

“We’ve not gone through an official
rating since August of 2002,” he said.
“However, annually, we send to our rating
agencies our financial statement, our
budget, our budget message, our financial
outlook, and they review that. And, as the
case of the state of California, if the rating
agencies were concerned, they could
downgrade your rating ... Even though
you technically get rated when you issue a
bond, you’re constantly reviewed and
analyzed for changes.”

In Santa Monica, revenue is derived pri-
marily from what’s called the “big eight”

“Santa Monica is very
conservative in debt
issue. It’s obvious, or it
wouldn’t be receiving
the highest possible
credit rating.”

— STEVE STARK
Finance director

— property tax, sales tax, utility users tax,
transient occupancy tax, business licenses
tax, real property transfer tax, parking
facilities tax, and fines and forfeitures.

“One of our attributes is that we have a
diverse revenue base, so we’re not overly
reliant on one revenue stream,” Stark
said. “For example, if we were a city that
was funded 70 percent by sales tax, that
would be a concern, because if the econo-
my went down, sales tax went down —
that would be a concern, because we
wouldn’t have the flexibility.”

Raters next look at debt. Santa Monica
has $191.5 million in bond debt, plus $4.6
million in loans. Bonds were issued in
1990, 1993, 1995 and 1998. In 1999, City
Hall issued three bonds and in 2002 it
issued five bonds, though the number of
bonds can be misleading, Stark said,
because City Hall was refinancing the
same debt in some of those bonds to take
advantage of low interest rates.

“Santa Monica is very conservative in
debt issue,” he said. “It’s obvious, or it
wouldn’t be receiving the highest possible
credit rating.”

Third, bond assessors look to the finan-
cial condition of the city, meaning how it
has historically managed its finances and
responded to changes in economic condi-
tions. Stark said City Hall bodes well in
this category because of conservative
budgeting — especially in the last few
years of constrained budgeting.

Finally, the raters look at the philoso-
phy and values of the city manager and
policy makers. A key issue there is how
much money cities keep socked away for
difficult times, Stark said.

City Hall has $17.4 million in reserves
— plus $4 million it set aside fearing
Sacramento wouldn’t share vehicle
license fee revenue with local cities.
Another $138 million is technically
reserved because it’s “encumbered” for
things like capital improvement projects,
but that money isn’t viewed in the same
way because it’s designated, Stark said.

City Hall also puts aside money on an
ongoing basis for things like replacing
aging cars, so that, for example, policy
makers aren’t stuck with a decision
between police cruisers and funding a
community program, Stark said.

It’s foresighted economic planning
like that which keeps City Hall’s bond
rating high.

“We set aside those monies for the
unknowns,” Stark said. “That is a positive
attribute driven by the City Council and
city manager.”
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McCarthy’s very first stint in local
government was as an administrative
analyst at the Big Blue Bus — a job she
described as a jack of all trades and the
foundation of her career. She was climb-
ing the ladder within City Hall when she
left to pursue her master’s degree in
communication management at the
Annenberg School at the University of
Southern California. While studying, she
volunteered at the Natural History
Museum across the street, working in the
public relations department. She came
back to City Hall in 1985 and has been
there ever since. She’s held positions in
the cultural affairs department, worked
her way up to the director of human
resources, served as assistant city manag-
er and now, City Hall’s top job — city
manager.

There is no typical day for McCarthy,
but meeting frequently with department
heads and answering to the community’s
concerns are part of the norm.

She has just finished drafting the city’s
massive budget, which she and her staff
have spent the past several weeks slaving
over so the City Council can pass a bal-
anced budget in June. McCarthy admits
being the city manager in the mid-1990s
would have been more fun, since the past
few years have meant scaling back in
order to close deficits. As a result of the
cutbacks, McCarthy believes — as do
many city officials — there has been a
steady erosion of services offered to the
public throughout the city.

She commutes to work with her hus-
band, but often walks home from City
Hall and almost always walks to work the
day after a City Council meeting — a rit-
ual that helps to restore her mind.

McCarthy and her husband have lived
mostly in the North of Wilshire neighbor-
hood, with a short stint in Malibu. The
two of them can be seen walking the
Santa Monica neighborhood frequently.

Here the Daily Press caught up with
McCarthy in her office at City Hall.

Why did you choose an all-women’s
college?
“I wanted to be in a different part of

the country that I had grown up in. It’s a

beautiful campus and it is a small, private
school so you didn’t fit into lecture halls
with hundreds of people. When I entered
college, the women’s movement was
really just beginning ... it was an interest-
ing time that women could do whatever
they wanted.”

Did you know what you wanted to
do when you went to college?

“Absolutely not. I think the whole
value of a liberal arts education is that it
opens up countless possibilities.”

‘What was your first job?

“I went back to the Washington D.C.
area and I had worked summers for
American Express in Washington D.C.
downtown. Then I took the federal serv-
ice entrance examination. At that point,
John Kennedy was gone but the whole
concept of public service had elevated
certainly in the minds of a lot young peo-
ple. And sad to say, I don’t think that’s
the case today. The war on poverty was
underway ... it was an exciting time.

Where did you meet your husband?

“He was at a men’s school and I was at
a women’s school in New England. They
used to bus us back and forth. T dated a
friend of his and we became friends,
which is a good way to begin a relation-
ship. We were married in the spring of
1968 and just celebrated an anniversary.”

After working for several years in
City Hall, why did you leave in the *80s?

“I felt it was time. I never intended to
be in human resources, not that it wasn’t
rewarding. You learn a great deal about
an organization and a lot about human
nature. But it wasn’t what I wanted to do
as a career and sometimes once you get
pigeon holed you need to do something
to break the mold so it was time for me to
break the mold. You know, it was really
neat going back to school ... thinking big
thoughts.”

‘Why did you come back to City Hall?

“They had just combined recreation,
open space management, cultural affairs,
the civic auditorium and human services
into one department and that’s what I
came back for. It was neat to be back,
actually. It was very comfortable. One of
the things that distinguishes city govern-
ment is that it’s a lot more transparent than
the private sector ... I found ultimately that
Santa Monica’s local government was
more broad minded in some interesting

ways. I was pleased to be back.”

The second time you came back to
City Hall, were you eyeing the City
Manager’s position?

“There were lots of things going on.
We were updating the recreation and
parks master plan. And this will crack
you up, we were going through the whole
issue of dog parks and the (community
debate) was whether dogs were more
important than children. There was no
lack of interesting stuff going on but cer-
tainly having come from human
resources, which gives you that global
organizational perspective, there was an
attraction to the City Manager position.”

You’ve seen the city go through a lot
of changes. What is most interesting to
you in the evolution of Santa Monica?

“There is no question that in the mid
¢70s, I remember reading an article in LA
Magazine that referred to Santa Monica
as shabby and things were quiet and kind
of run-down. So what’s happened over
that period of time has really been that
the community has sharpened as a dis-
tinctive part of the greater metropolitan
area. The identity of Santa Monica, other
than having a beach, was a lot like every
other city. Over that period of time, both
politically and physically, the community
had changed. The identity is very differ-
ent. The development of the Promenade
was a factor. The period during which
hotel development occurred, which
attracted the national and international
visitor. The politics of the community
became a wider arena. The name recog-
nition of Santa Monica during the time
I’ve been involved with the city in one
way or another has increased tremen-
dously. I travel a lot and there is no ques-
tion that Santa Monica is known.”

And you get the distinct pleasure of
being in charge of that now. Do you lie
awake at night thinking about every-
thing you are in charge of?

“It keeps you up nights sometimes.
You keep a notepad beside your bed and
a good book in case you can’t fall back
asleep.”

You’ve got a huge job. What are
your main responsibilities?

“It is the day-to-day operations of the
city and the only exception to that really
is that I am not in charge of the legal func-
tion and elections function. Santa Monica
is a full-service city and actually has some

non-standard functions like the airport,
bus company, the civic auditorium and a
pleasure pier. But our basic services that
people everywhere rely upon on — on a
day-to-day basis — people want their
trash removed and they want their water
to come out of the faucet when they turn
it on, and they want to be safe walking on
their streets and they are interested in the
basic amenities that city government pro-
vides. That is our first job.

“Santa Monica in the time I’ve been
here has taken on other functions that
exceed what other communities do. We
have a tremendous amount of nonprofits
and we have relationships with that com-
munity. I think that is not entirely a stan-
dard elsewhere. The city’s commitment
to education and the environment are not
a standard elsewhere. When you look at
the breadth of the things the city is doing,
they all require some degree of attention
on a daily basis.

“It’s also making government trans-
parent to people, helping them under-
stand, ‘why are they doing this?’ A lot of
the job is dealing with people — resi-
dents who are happy and unhappy with
things who need a chance to talk, or
complain, or carry their messages. A lot
of it has to do with employees’ concerns
and interactions. The preparation of the
city budget is part of the city manager’s
job. That is a tremendous part of the job.”

Is that your most stressful part of
the job, the budget?

“For an intense period of time, it is
probably the most stressful. Obviously,
there are personnel and resident issues
that are weighty as well.”

How do you handle all of those
responsibilities?

“You get up every morning and come
to the office and do the things that need
doing. You try to keep your eyes on the
horizon. One of the challenges is that you
can get very immersed in the day-to-day
operations and you have to keep the oper-
ational functions of the city moving at an
appropriate level. You have to balance
where the organization is going and how
you can help the council in their policy
work to try and get the community to
those places.”

The City Council is your boss, but
its members take a significant amount
of direction from you. How do you bal-

See MCCARTHY, page 7
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MCCARTHY, from page 6

ance that?

“There aren’t a lot of jobs in which you
have seven bosses, which is certainly
something unique. Any city manager will
tell you that if there can be that reliance
and level of trust, and the city manager is
confident in the council’s commitment to
the community, you have a good situa-
tion. If the confidence breaks down on
either side, it can be more problematic. I
can talk about seven bosses, but we don’t
run around in seven different directions. I
work for the City Council as a body so
one of the challenges is communication.
A council member can’t pick up the
phone and say, ‘T want this, this and this.’
It’s always kind of a balancing act. It
takes a great deal of work. It’s a unit that
has seven very different personalities but
it is as a unit that they make the city’s
business go on.”

How political is your job?

“I think city managers have to be
politically aware and not politically
active. And that goes to the ethics of the
profession and the practical realities of
the work.”

Are your politics ever in conflict
with the job?

“I’ve never felt compromised in the
job. Not just in Santa Monica, but in the
city management profession, we actually
give up some of our rights to political
expression in the service of the job we
are doing.”

What’s your favorite part of the job?
“My favorite part of the job is also the
most taxing part of the job, which is the
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interactions of the staff both with com-
munity members and employees
People are infinitely interesting, infinite-
ly different from each other. All those
interactions are fascinating.”

‘What would you like to do more of
in your job that you don’t currently?

“Twouldn’t mind being in the communi-
ty a little bit more. One thing about Santa
Monica is that I bump into people — you
have those informal interactions. Every
once in a while at the supermarket, some-
body will look at me over the produce
counter and I can tell they are trying to
decide whether they’ve seen me on City
T.V. or something weird like that. But one of
the neat things about living in a community
this size is I think people feel more immedi-
ately connected to their government.”

What do you like to do in your off
time?

“l am a voracious reader. If I was
smart I would use my library card more
than my Barnes & Noble card. My hus-
band and I like to travel. We don’t get
away as much as we’d like. I have a great
family, both on Kevin’s side and mine, all
of whom are on the East Coast so part of
what we do is see our nieces and
nephews and keep our family close.”

‘What about your parents, were they
political?

“They were pretty terrific parents.
One of the neat things about them was
that they gave all of us the sense that we
could be anything we put our minds to
and they were supportive of the different
things we were interested in.

“We’ve always been good voters. One of
the things about being a city manager is that
I am most comfortable with people thinking
that regardless of the way I vote, I am think-
ing about all of their municipal concerns.”

Where’s your favorite place in
Santa Monica?

“I walk in the mornings wherever I am
in the world. I can tell you absolutely that
Palisades Park is a world-class amenity. I
like the beach, but walking in Palisades
Park in the morning connects me to Santa
Monica in a very fundamental way.”

Why?

“It’s how old it is. If you walk along,
there are some interesting buildings —
not all of them were knocked down dur-
ing the 1950s. It’s the fascinating geology
of those bluffs and thinking about the
days when there was a railroad and bath-
house right there beneath you and looking

Susan McCarthy became the city manager in 1999, after serving more than a
decade in various departments within City Hall.

Salary: $219,534, includes salary and benefits.

Education: A product of public school. Bachelor’s degree in 1967 from Mt.

Holyoke and a master’s degree from USC.

Family: Married to Kevin for 36 years. No children.
She has three nieces on her side of the family, all of whom started college last fall.

One of them is enrolled in Occidental College, in Los Angeles, which McCarthy feels
fortunate to have her nearby. McCarthy has two sisters — one is a professor at Brown
University in Rhode Island and another who works in the financial sector in
Manhattan. Her brother works in real estate in Virginia. Her parents, Marjorie and
Charles Edwards, both in their 80s, live outside of Washington D.C. While McCarthy
was growing up, her father was an engineer, working for the federal government and
was a pilot during WWIIL. Her mother was a stay-at-home mom.

out across the Pacific. If you are out early
and it’s still dark enough and seeing the
Ferris wheel lit up and thinking about the
amusement park that was there many
years ago. It’s a great community and a
fabulous natural setting.”

If you could change one thing about
Santa Monica what would it be?

“As both a resident and a city manag-
er, I wish we were closer to finding solu-
tions to the homeless problem and that
certainly has been an extraordinary chal-
lenge. I know it affects the people on the
street who are unhoused and it affects our
housed residents on a daily basis. It’s a
great disappointment that we haven’t
been able with our resources to resolve it.
It is most assuredly not something Santa
Monica can resolve itself and I'm glad
the mayor is involved in the regional
effort. We are always thinking about
what can be done.”

Where will you retire?

“I haven’t thought about it. It’s hard to
imagine something more pleasant than
this. When I visit the Washington D.C.
area when it is not the dead of summer or
the dead of winter, I often think it would
be nice to be back on the East Coast ...
But I would like to host a dinner party
with five of the most interesting people in
Santa Monica, people you could never
get in the same room again.”

Who would you invite?

“I don’t know. But now that I've
thought about it, I’ll start thinking about
that list.”

Where do you see yourself in five
years?

“I think in five years, I will be retired.
1 would hope to have an opportunity to
enjoy life. I’ve seen too many people
hang on without time to do some of the
things they’ve postponed for a long time.”
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Alaskans prepare to

bury their

BY MATT VOLZ

Associated Press Writer

FAIRBANKS, Alaska — As spring
thaws the ground made hard as granite by
a long Alaska winter, cemeteries across the
state are preparing to bury scores of people
who died during the past seven months.

Since October, when digging through
the earth became next to impossible,
many of Alaska’s dead have been stored
in coolers and containers. Now, families
will finally be able to inter their loved
ones in a somber Far North rite of spring.

“It’s around Memorial Day when we
go down 6 feet,” said David Erickson,
cemetery manager of Northern Lights
Mortuary and Memorial Park in
Fairbanks. “We’ll start earlier for infants
and urns.”

Funeral homes and cemeteries have
begun contacting families to schedule
graveside services through June.

Dave Jacoby, public works director for
Fairbanks, which operates Birch Hill
cemetery, said burials there began
Monday. Scheduling is flexible for those
families coming from outside Alaska.

This year, there will be 22 burials at
Birch Hill. City workers will double as
pallbearers for some services that take
place over the next several weeks.

Northern Lights, which stored about 15
bodies this winter, begins its burials near
the latter part of May because it’s at a
higher elevation and gets less exposure to
the sun.

In Fairbanks, located in Interior
Alaska, winter temperatures can dip to 40
below zero or lower. Even in places with
milder climates, such as Anchorage, the
ground still freezes, and many cemeteries
close in the fall.

The amount of time it takes to dig
through the frozen ground, and the possi-
bility of defiling other graves with heavy
equipment, led to the practice of storing
bodies decades ago.

“The ground is so hard we’d be dig-
ging a grave for three days,” Jacoby said.

Delayed burials occur in other frigid
climes across the North, including New
England and northern Minnesota. But in
Canada, winter burials are the norm, said
Roger Yador, director of Heritage North
Funeral Home in the Yukon Territory city
of Whitehorse.

The storage crypts where the bodies
are held for the winter in Alaska vary. At
Northern Lights, it is a simple metal con-
tainer hidden from view of the grave
markers, alongside the backhoes and
crypt liners.

Birch Hill’s cold storage resembles a
mausoleum. The brick building has three
rows of brass doors on either side and can
hold more than 50 coffins. An opening on
the roof draws the cold air inside and
helps preserve the bodies, which are treat-
ed with formaldehyde.

Angelus Memorial Park has the only
storage cooler in Anchorage. It’s indoors
and refrigerated, with the temperature
kept between 34 and 38 degrees. It can
hold as many as 100 bodies. Six funeral
homes store bodies in the cooler at a cost
of $3 per day for bodies not being buried
at the cemetery.

There is no state or federal oversight of
these storage facilities, and no inspections
are made.

deceased

Erickson said the lack of oversight does
not pose a problem. The families make
sure nothing wrong happens, he said.

“It’s something you have to self-regu-
late to stay out of court,” he said.

Angelus Memorial Park’s executive
director, William Hamilton, said his cool-
er has been inspected by the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration and an
engineer at the cemetery’s request. There
has never been a switched or misplaced
body, he said.

Winter storage wasn’t always the prac-
tice in Alaska. Before the cold storage
units were built, winter burials were com-
mon. They’re still common outside the
bigger cities. Alaska Natives in particular
choose not to wait to bury their dead.

“Why wait? We live in the cold and
snow and ice. It seems barbaric to store
them above ground and wait until spring-
time,” said Shirley Demientieff, an
Athabascan who buried her grandmother
Mary in the village of Nenana in January.

In her grandmother’s burial, relatives
first cleared snow from the site,
Demientieff said. Fire then slowly thawed
the ground. As the ground became soft
enough to dig, the fire was moved aside
and the grave hand-dug with shovels and
pick axes. When the diggers again hit
frozen earth, the fire was moved back into
the hole.

The Rev. Scott Fisher, a priest for the
1,200 members of St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church in Fairbanks, said he
disagrees with the practice of storing
bodies over the winter. The flow of a
service from church to graveside is
important psychologically for grieving
families, he said.

“The sound of the earth on the casket
— ka-thud — breaks through some of the
shock and the grief,” he said.

“Say somebody dies and nothing hap-
pens for seven months. By that amount of
time — five months, six months, seven
months — a thin veneer of feeling has
begun and it gets ripped off,” he said.

Fisher will hold services at two spring
burials this year. Twenty-four members of
his congregation died over the winter, but
the great majority were Native Alaskans
and are already buried in villages outside
of Fairbanks.

He said he holds a special service at
graveside because of the time that’s
passed.

“You’ve got to go back into the
moment. We have to pull ourselves where
we were when the funeral service ended,”
Fisher said

Jacoby said some families choose not
to have graveside services in the spring,
but ask the cemetery to notify them when
a loved one is buried.

“I’ve seen people worse at the inter-
ment than at the actual service, because
they relive it twice,” he said.

Erickson said Northern Lights has tried
different ways to bury during the winter.
Once the cemetery thawed a grave site by
using steam, but it was a costly process
and more than most families could afford.

Another time, cemetery workers tried
digging graves in advance, before the
ground froze. That didn’t work either.

“It turned out nobody wanted those
graves. They wanted to be by their rela-
tives or in another spot,” Erickson said.
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Verdict still out on whether
war will help or hurt Bush

BY TOM RAUM

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Wars can help
presidents get re-elected — or drive them
from office.

World War II helped land Franklin D.
Roosevelt an unprecedented fourth term
in 1944.

A deteriorating Korean War compelled
Harry Truman not to seek re-election in 1952.
An increasingly unpopular Vietnam War did
the same for Lyndon Johnson in 1968.

Pundits say the jury is out on how
President Bush’s war — both in Iraq and
the broader one against global terrorism
— will play out politically in November. It
depends on what happens on the ground
between now and the election, most agree.

But history may offer some guidance.

“We’re seeing a volatile war situation
which could either make or break this
president, depending not on what he says
but what actually happens in the war,”
said Allan J. Lichtman, a history professor
at American University. “And everything
is relevant, including these revelations of
prison abuse.”

The international outcry over the mis-
treatment and humiliation of Iraqi prison-
ers by U.S. forces drew a rare apology
last week from Bush as he stood along-
side the king of Jordan in the White
House Rose Garden.

Lichtman draws a parallel with the
summer of 1864. The Civil War was not
going well for the war-weary North.
President Abraham Lincoln, under heavy
political criticism, feared he would lose
his bid for re-election. It took battlefield
victories in the fall to turn things around
for Lincoln, Lichtman said.

Bush has made his performance as a
wartime president a main campaign theme.
But six months before Election Day,
Americans are expressing doubts about his
Iraq policy. His approval ratings are slump-
ing as violence in Iraq escalates and the
prison abuse scandal is playing out.

Polls show that Bush continues to hold
an advantage, though declining, over
Democratic rival John Kerry on foreign
policy and terrorism-related leadership.

“So long as the war in Iraq is seen as
part of the war on terrorism, that definite-
ly helps Bush,” said pollster Andrew
Kohut, director of the Pew Research
Center in Washington.

National security crises can rally the
public around a president.

Bush’s approval ratings soared after the
Sept. 11 attacks and got a smaller boost
after the Iraq war began in March 2003.

Public sympathy, however, has its lim-

its. Memories, too, can be short:
Humiliation at Iran’s prolonged holding
of U.S. hostages contributed to Jimmy
Carter’s defeat in 1980.

While wars can drive up public
approval ratings, such support can evapo-
rate once the fighting has ended, as
Bush'’s father found out. The elder Bush’s
surge in popularity from the 1991 Gulf
War disappeared when the public lost
confidence in the way he handled the
slumping economy.

Woodrow Wilson enjoyed broad
approval during World War I, a war he
told Congress would make the world
“safe for democracy.” Once the fighting
was over, voters in the 1918 midterm
elections rejected Wilson’s appeal to
return a Democratic majority to both the
House and Senate.

Republicans won control of Congress
and blocked Wilson’s proposal for a
League of Nations that was part of the
1919 Versailles peace agreement he
helped negotiate in Paris.

Dwight Eisenhower used his extreme
popularity as a World War II hero and a
vague promise to end the fighting in
Korea to propel himself into the Oval
Office in 1952. Richard Nixon won re-
election in 1972 after holding out the
prospect of bringing a final end to U.S.
involvement in Vietnam.

Ronald Reagan’s performance as a
Cold War commander — and a defense
buildup that helped speed the demise of
the Soviet Union — contributed to his
1984 re-election success.

Not all foreign policy fiascos have dire
consequences for presidents.

After the mid-April 1961 collapse of
the CIA-organized Bay of Pigs invasion
of Cuba, President Kennedy declared that
“victory has a hundred fathers and defeat
is an orphan” and took responsibility for
the botched attack.

Kennedy’s popularity increased —
from a 73 percent approval rating in
March 1961 to 83 percent in early May
1961, according to a Gallup poll.

That may show the value of taking
responsibility, a lesson Bush and his
advisers should heed, as Kerry and critics
of the president have suggested. “As pres-
ident, I will not be the last to know what
is going on in my command,” Kerry said
last week.

Some historians suggest Kennedy’s
rise in the polls probably had more to do
with successful spin control. As Kennedy
was taking public responsibility, his aides
were busy circulating among reporters to
privately blame Eisenhower for laying the
groundwork for the ill-fated invasion.
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Internet Connections

Starting at
$46.95/mo!

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet in
a whole new way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account.includes:
= 24/7 Internet connection

= 7 days/week tech support

= 6MB personal web space

= 2 IP adresses

= free local dial-up acct

= over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

/ 786k to 7.1M Now Available
LABridge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.228.3626 x3
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Some see their vote for
Nader as a protest of
George Bush and Kerry

BY SIOBHAN MCDONOUGH

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — As someone who
would sooner “vote for Scooby-Doo” than
George W. Bush or John Kerry, Cathy
Allen is not the kind of voter the two par-
ties would spend much time courting.

But at the moment, the 38-year-old
Baltimore woman is supporting another
character for president, the very real
Ralph Nader, and people like her will
loom large if the coming election is a
squeaker like the last one.

By most measures, Nader is a margin-
al player who gets less than 10 percent in
the polls and faces a daunting task in get-
ting his name on the ballot in all 50 states.
But if the election is won and lost on the
margins as it was in 2000, people like
Allen will count.

“Right now I’ll vote for Nader,”
says, “just to throw my vote away.”

As a registered Democrat, she plays to
the party’s worst fears — that Nader will
draw away just enough Democrats to tip
the balance in Bush’s favor.

Democrats contend that’s what hap-
pened in 2000, when Al Gore would have
gone over the top by winning one more
state. They say Gore almost certainly
would have won Florida or New
Hampshire or both if Nader hadn’t been a
factor. That’s why liberal groups have
been begging the liberal Nader to get out.

Nader scoffs at the argument and
insists he will draw his support this time
from Republicans or conservative inde-
pendents who can’t stand Bush. Most ana-
lysts dismiss that scenario. But such vot-
ers exist.

Pat Lister, 44, of Des Plains, Il1., recent-
ly lost her job as a data-entry clerk and her
husband has been unemployed for two
years. “Dan and I very much are far worse
off than four years ago,” she said. “We
need a change and it better come quick.”

But she’s been a Republican since the
cradle.

“Republicans, good, and Democrats
are bad, is the way I grew up thinking,”
she said. “That darn upbringing is what
haunts me.”

She said she would feel disloyal aban-
doning the GOP for the Democrats, “but if
I voted for Nader I won’t feel so bad
about it.”

A poll conducted this week for The
Associated Press by Ipsos-Public Affairs

she

put Nader’s support at 7 percent, com-
pared with 46 percent for Bush and 43
percent for Kerry. Nader was at that level
or higher during 2000, but his numbers
dropped as the election approached. He
won 2.7 percent of the vote as the Green
Party candidate.

Scott Keeter, associate director of the
Pew Research Center for the People & the
Press, wouldn’t be surprised if that kind
of fade happens again.

“Right now every poll I’ve seen shows
him taking votes away from John Kerry,”
he said. “The question is whether people
who like Nader can flirt with him at no
cost right now and whether they’ll change
their mind come Election Day.”

Karlyn Bowman, who specializes in
public opinion at the conservative
American Enterprise Institute, said Nader
is bound to finish lower than his current
poll numbers because of his difficulty get-
ting on many state ballots. And Bowman
doesn’t think much of Nader’s theory that
he will draw from anti-Bush Republicans.

“If he’s counting on conservatives, I
think he will be out of luck,” she said.
“Bush has extraordinary support with
conservatives and Republicans at this
point and I don’t see much evidence that
they’ll be inclined to switch and give sup-
port to Nader.”

In Wakefield, R I, engineer Doug Bower
says there’s a 50 percent chance he’ll vote
for Nader, as he did in 2000. Kerry is the
other possibility. He’s a bit worried about
“throwing the election” to Bush.

“I think Bush is way too far right and
religious and scary,” Bower said. “I don’t
really trust Kerry.”

Greg Ryan, 41, a Venice, N.Y., farm-
worker, figures his vote is wasted anyway
because his state is certain to go for Kerry.
But he plans to support Nader, with Bush
being his second choice.

“I don’t see Kerry doing anything for
us,” Ryan said. “I see his liberal record. I
see him taking more money out of our
pockets.” Because he sees his vote as a
protest, it does not matter that Nader is
more liberal than the Democrat.

In Halletsville, Texas, Frank Eckert,
76, says he’ll probably throw his vote
away on Nader, too.

“I like Nader’s honesty, his simplicity,”
Eckert said. “Some ideas I don’t like. We
have bad choices this time, though.

“It’s a wasted vote,” he went on, “but I
like to vote.”
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Student confesses to breeding worm

By The Associated Press

HANOVER, Germany —A German high-school
student has confessed to creating the “Sasser” worm that
generated chaos across the globe by infecting hundreds
of thousands of computers, authorities said.

The teenager, whose name was not released, was
arrested Friday in the northern village of Waffensen,
where he lives with his family. In a search of the suspect’s
home, German investigators confiscated his customized
computer, which contained the worm’s source code.

“As a result of the student’s detailed testimony about
the viruses he spread, he has been identified clearly as
the author,” the state criminal office in Hanover said in
a statement. Spokesman Detlef Ehrike said he is being
investigated on suspicion of computer sabotage, which
carries a maximum sentence of five years in prison.

After being questioned, the teenager was released
pending charges.

Brits hold their own

By The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq —British soldiers beat back attacks by
militiamen loyal to a radical Shiite cleric in southern
cities this past weekend, and U.S. forces stormed
Mugqtada al-Sadr’s stronghold in Baghdad.

Al-Sadr’s militia launched attacks in Basra and
Amarah in an apparent attempt to open up new fronts
after another cleric called for a jihad, or holy war,
against British troops and promised rewards for the cap-
ture of coalition soldiers.

Sheik Abdul-Sattar al-Bahadli, al-Sadr’s main repre-
sentative in Basra, 340 miles southeast of Baghdad,
fired up worshippers during Friday prayers with denun-
ciations of U.S. abuse of prisoners and alleged rapes of
Iraqi women.

Coalition forces responded to the violence with
moves against officials in al-Sadr’s movement, arresting
his main representative in the southern city of
Nasiriyah, Sheik Moayad al-Asadi.

U.S. troops backed by armored vehicles and helicop-
ters also stormed al-Sadr’s office in Baghdad’s Shiite
district of Sadr City, a militia stronghold, and detained
three people, witnesses said.

Teenager survives boat accident
By The Associated Press

TIVERTON, R.l. —Shivering with cold, his bare
feet cut and bleeding, the 14-year-old frantically banged
on the Roses’ front door about 1 a.m. Saturday.

“He kept saying, ‘There’s been an accident. I swam to
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shore. I'm sure the boat sank by now,”” Karen Rose said.

Christopher Duarte swam in darkness for 60 to 90
minutes in 50-degree water to reach shore after the
small pleasure boat carrying his family capsized in or
near Mount Hope Bay, the Coast Guard said.

At least three of the six people aboard the boat died;
the search for a fourth victim, the boy’s aunt, was called
off late Saturday afternoon.

Duarte told Rose and her husband, Dave, that last
time he saw his mother, she was clinging to a fender on
the boat, without a life jacket.

Duarte’s mother, Edwina, 34, was found alive, but
died on the way to the hospital, Coast Guard Petty
Officer Andrew Shinn said. Duarte’s father, Allen, 35,
was rescued and was in critical condition in a hospital.

Kerry calls on young to get involved

By The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS —John Kerry on Saturday urged
college graduates to commit to public service, saying
their participation in the Peace Corps and other pro-
grams can overcome the damage to America’s image
from the prisoner abuse scandal in Iraq.

“America needs your generation to surprise those
who underestimate the idealism and commitment of
young people in the United States of America,” the
Democratic presidential candidate said at commence-
ment ceremonies at Southern University at New
Orleans.

“If there was ever a time when everyday people in the
most deprived countries, cities and villages of the world
need to see idealistic Americans working to help them,
it is today when we are engaged in a struggle to win the
hearts and minds of people everywhere,” he said at the
historically black college, which awarded degrees to
670 graduates during the ceremony.

The Massachusetts senator said the Peace Corps was
“the most powerful symbol of nonmilitary service in our
history.”

American hostage returns home

By The Associated Press

MACON, Miss. —Former hostage Thomas Hamill
returned to American soil Saturday to a chorus of cheer-
ing family and friends, but people close to him say his
thoughts are with Americans still in harm’s way in Iraq.

“Tommy is extremely concerned about his comrades
in Iraq and thinking about them is his priority,” said
family spokeswoman Aly Goodwin-Gregg.

The 44-year-old Hamill, and his wife, Kellie, spoke
only to friends and relatives after returning home on a
flight from Germany about 1 a.m. Saturday. They were

met at the plane by about a dozen friends and neighbors;
members of the media outnumbered the supporters 2 to 1.

A family friend told The Associated Press that Hamill
was expected to speak Saturday night at a vigil outside
the court house.

Hamill, whose plight captured the attention of the
nation, escaped his Iraqi captors Sunday and has been
treated for an arm injury at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center in Germany. He was wounded when his convoy
was ambushed April 9.

Air Force Academy cadets call it quits
By The Associated Press

DENVER —Six cadets have resigned from the Air
Force Academy during an investigation in which 70
freshmen cadets are accused of cheating on a 25-ques-
tion online test.

Fourteen of the other 64 being investigated have
admitted cheating, academy spokesman Johnny
Whitaker said Saturday. There are about 1,150 freshmen
at the academy.

Although it is not the first time large numbers of
cadets have been caught cheating, it comes in the wake
of a sexual assault scandal that resulted in the ouster of
all four academy commanders last year.

“It’s another indication of the cultural issues we are
facing, just like the sexual assault scandal. Obviously
we are disappointed,” said Whitaker.

The cheating was discovered barely a month before
graduation. President Bush is to be the main speaker.
Whitaker said the academy will try to resolve all the
cases before the June 2 graduation.

Future looks bleak for Bush

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —In one of the darkest weeks of
his administration, President Bush saw America’s repu-
tation sullied, the U.S. effort in Iraq damaged and his
own campaign for re-election clouded.

And more bad news may be on the way.

While the world already has been horrified by pic-
tures of American soldiers abusing Iraqi prisoners, the
Pentagon warns there are many more photos and videos
that have not been disclosed.

They show “acts that can only be described as bla-
tantly sadistic, cruel and inhuman,” embattled Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld told Congress.

From the White House to Capitol Hill, policy-makers
are worried that the United States faces lasting damage
abroad — particularly in the Middle East — from the
pictures of naked Arab men being tortured and humili-
ated by American soldiers, the same forces sent to Iraq
to liberate the country from Saddam Hussein’s torture
and repression.

Analysts describe the pictures as great recruiting
tools for al-Qaida and other extremist groups and said
they undermine America’s claims to a moral high
ground. Rumsfeld said the impact was “radioactive.”
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COMPUTER PROBLEMS? SECURITY CONCERNS?

NETWORKING
SECURITY

SYSTEM MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATION
CONSULTING

APPROACH THEM LOGICALLY
CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION AND SYSTEM ASSESSMENT

(310) 634-9009

COMPUTERLOGIXS@HOTMAIL.COM

COMPUTER LOGIXS

DID YOU KNOW?: Every President has worn glasses;

some just didn't want to be seen with them in the public.
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AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®
Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.
Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®
rovid d Financ « state .

fS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN\‘

Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd., Ste. 203 « Santa Monica, CA 90404

OLD SCHOOL

[\ STEAM-CLEANING

‘ State-of-the-art, High Pressure Truck Mount
.7 ,»f Professional Grade Cleaning + On time guarantee

FREE ROOM

call for details

BLUE RIBBON

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
locally owned and operated * 310-729-2931
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
P/T flex. hrs, beach location,
computer, filing, errands. email
resume bellholdings @aol.com.
Fax: (310)396-6549.

BRENTWOOD  APARTMENT
Manager team, 33 units
experienced, maintenance
person, 2+2 Fax Resume
310-471-3123

CARETAKER: LOOKING for
kind & intelligent person for
seniors in Santa Monica home.
Must live-in home and be able
to spend time in second home
in lllinois. Call Mike,
310-993-2030

CNA MALE for P/T days-
private duty case in Malibu. Ten
hour shift please call Bonnie.
323-782-0303 Phone
310-456-3950 Fax

DOORPESON NEEDED,
weekends, P/T in Santa
Monica. Cordial, professional,
able to follow procedure, also
climb stairs for security checks.
Barron 310-394-4638

F/T HARDWARE Store Sales
Associate & Cashier headed
w/ experience Pacific
Palisades store, call
Manager at
310-454-4116

NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their
Sales Department!! Flexible
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No
cold calling. Call Aaron at
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our
website: goymt.com

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

P/T SALES for Brentwood
Photography Company.
Exisitng client base only.
Mon-Thurs 5pm-8pm $12/hr
Call for appt. 310-260-2445

PART TIME driver needed. Call
(310)753-4909 or fax resume to
310-470-7317

PT/FT WORK ON Food cart,
Venice Beach Boardwalk, good
pay, fun job.

Call (310)430-0468.

SALES: UNIQUE Santa Monica
based company seeks P/T& F/T
Sales representatives.

E-mail resume to

info @winter-springs.com.

SANTA MONICA Bridal
Salon needs experienced
FIT son. Fashion

GIVE OF YOURSELF! Ameri-
can Cancer Society Discovery
Shop in Brentwood Country
Mart is extending its hours &
needs your help! 2-4 Hours
Weekly Terry/Hannah
310-458-4490

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks
valet parkers. Experience
preferred, no placement
agency.310-214-1888

knowledge a MUST!
310-260-9555

SANTA MONICA Nail & Hair
Salon has 4 hair stations for
rent.$395/mo Plus a Facial/
Waxing Room for rent.

2106 Wilshire Boulevard
310-829-5944

SANTA MONICA Restaurant
seeks P/T servers
w/experience. Work dinner shift,
Call after 4pm 310-396-4039

cles for sale

GRADUATION SALE
'98 Honda Civic EX

Dk. Green, Loaded, Auto
Trans, 4DR, Moon Roof
Vin# 503217 $8,995

‘86 Mercury Cougar XR-7
51K orig. miles, CD
Blue w/ gray leather
Vin#604149 $5,995

'98 Ford Explorer XIT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles
Vin#A23720 $10,995

‘9 Ford Explorer
2-Wheel Dr., Loaded
48K original miles
Vin#C87039 $9,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

Grand Prix

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.

11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. etween Sepulveda & Sawtelle)
www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121

Serving Your Family for 21 Years

SERVICE

Gome in now.
Your next oil change is

FREE!

A Good Mechanic is Like A Good Computer Guy:
“Indispensihle”
Tom Fiynn is the Best on the Westside!

T0E WESTSIDE'S WMOST
COMPREDENSIVE 000 GRANGE

only 835m
e

Pius Grand Prix's S0-PT Satety Check

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good|

SANTA MONICA Office
Manager/Admin.Assistant/
Bookkeeper, Property
Management Experience
Necessary Fax Resume
310-471-3123

SIERRA PACIFIC Windows
seeks qualified, reliable,
self-motivated individual
w/good communication
skills to diagnose and
perform simple to difficult
field repairs.Wood window,
and door experience a plus.
Valid drivers license, clean
DMV record & drug screen
required. Excellent benefits,
hourly rate DOE. Accepting
applications
Mon-Fri:9am-4pm

Please call 805-484-9050 or
Apply at 4780 Calle Quetzal,
Camarillo EOE

UPSCALE BEVERLY Hills area
Jeweler seeks F/T salesperson
wi/following salary+comm.
bonus+401K please fax resume
415-399-1994

WLA LAWFIRM seeks

Bookkeeper/Office Manager
25-30hrs/wk. Must be proficient
in  Quickbooks, Timeslips7,and
WP9 Fax resume 310-820-4005

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886

P/T

CARDS: 1990-ROCKSTAR,

FOOTBALL,HOCKEY,
SOCCER $175-$300. A/C
$85, 27" T.V. $95
310-278-1683

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

SHARP MICROWAVE, New!
Never Used! $70
310-453-4506

OF SANTA MONICA

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098) $15,995

’00 Isuzu Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise
(ID#4337000) $8,995

’99 Dodge Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize Tires &

Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134)

’99 Ford Explorer
Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,995
’97 Ford Ranger
Supercab, 4x4, Auto, Alloys
(ID#PA09009) $7,995
’02 Chevy Tahoe LT
(ID#R193678) $23,895

’02 Ford Sport Track
Low Miles, V6, P/W, P/L, Tilt,
Cruise, Tonueau Cover
(ID#2UD41782) $19,995

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WONDERFUL COLLECTION
Theatre Programs. Best artist
for the 40’s-Present
310-829-9915 After 6pm

Baby Stuff

FULL-TIME NANNY
available for summer. Light
housework, great with kids,

experienced.
Will work weekends.
206-617-4940

MATTRESS! TWIN & Full Sets
$89-$99! Pillowtop $1255!
12-20yr Warranties We'll beat
any advertised price!

323-757-8927

Vehicles for sale

1990 FORD Aerostar Cargo
Van Low miles, priced to sell.
$1400-OBO 310-393-1117

HONDA ACCORD LX

Power windows, power
locks, great interior, great
gas mileage.Needs mechan-
ical & minor body work-
MUST SELL!! Great car for
local travel. $1500-OBO
909-844-0133

1997 BMW-740 IL-Clean. 83K
Miles All Options, Must Sell!!
19K OBO 310-863-5435

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’96 PLYMOUTH
GRAND VOYAGER SE
Rear Air, Many Extras, Must See
VIN 484227 $4995

‘98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
Loaded, Many Extras, Low Miles
VIN 530531 $8995

‘98 DODGE NEON
Low Miles, New Tires
VIN 640909 $4995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local Car
VIN 801616 $4995

‘94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner,
Excellent Condition
VIN 277493 $3995

’95 SATURN SL2
Good Transportation
VIN 392250 $4000

’89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
One Owner, Good Car
VIN 394894 $3995

’65 VW BUG
VIN 260574 $4500

2001 KYMCO Scooter, $1700
less than 2K miles, silver, 2
stroke, max spd. 45mph, great
condition, barely used, call:
310-559-8323

ELECTRIC BIKES
$399.00
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS
$179.00
@ TRANS-PORT-STATION
3127 N. Licoln Blvd.
310-399-3392

SWIMMING LESSONS Any

Age, Any Level 7yrs Experience
Call for Info 310-403-9356

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

*SALExX

VOLKSWAGEN
SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER
IS OFFERING LOW AS

%1.9%APR %

LIMITED FINANCING
on approved credit

TOLL FREE! 800-273-4507

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

CALL US TODAY! 310-458-17131

LOGK

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

QFFICIAL LEXUS FACTORY

Lease Retum Purchasing
Center.  We Hae an
Abundant Supply of Certfied
Off Lease Vehicles For Sale!

800-273-4507

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical
response method,
(songs/games) ADULTS
Communicative grammar and
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

29 PEOPLE. We pay you to
lose weight 310-745-1233

IRISH LICENSED Vocational
Nurse seeks small room.
Exchange +rent, peaceful
environment, hours flexible
818-378-2378

PIANO TEACHER Wanted,
looking for a patient piano
teacher for lesons in my home
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Rabbit Rescue Group needs
help caring for abandoned
bunnies!Adoptions,Foster,
Transport. 310-713-2478

[ Forkent |

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850,
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit,
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

MAR VISTA $1350 Upper2+1
Redone w/everything new.
Maple kitchen,crown moulding,
stove, dishwasher, microwave,
parking 310-450-5476
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inVENICE

ELLy NEesis Co. INCc
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOME IN Marina Del Rey,
2+2+Den with private yard,
shed and automatic gate for
three cars. The house itself has
hardwood floors and a full
kitchen with a dishwasher and
outdoor laundry on a patio.
$2500 310-466-9256

MAR VISTA, $1795/mo
Spacious 3bd/3ba 2-car
parking,Security, stove/fridge,
no pets 310-559-9896 before
8pm-Studio avail. $720

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated
building with gated,
subterranean parking, AC,
newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng,

1 year lease,no pets $1550
310-578-9729

SANTA  MONICA  $1100/mo
1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper
front apt. 1428 11th St#5
Stove, laundry, parking,just
painted with new carpets.
310-394-4837

SANTA  MONICA  $1475/mo.
1248 11th Street unit F 2BD
1.5BA blinds,carpet,laundry,

parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA $2550/mo
front unit, condo w/garden, 2bd
2ba, built-in kitchen, garage,
817 6th Street, Mike
626-482-0787

SANTA MONICA $595
Bachelor/Guesthouse-New
paint & carpet. Quiet, nice area
with utilities included.
310-450-4318

SANTA  MONICA  2+2+loft-
Three floors. Suite-style

bedrooms, two side-by-side ga-
raged parking. Huge common
areas with high ceilings and
loads of light. Fireplace, dish-
washer, lots of closet space.
Private ROOFTOP patio. 820

Bay St.
$2595 310-466-9256

MDR ADJACENT Studio, gated
building with gated
subterranean parking, newer
building with courtyard area,
quiet neighborhood. laundry
rm.,pkng, 1 year lease,no pets
$895 310-578-9729

MDR LARGE 3+2, W/D,
refridgerator, fieplace, 2-car ga-
rage, steps to sand, pets ok!
$3500/mo 310-577-0015

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony,
incredible canal view, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove. Block from
beach. 2 car parking, 1 year
lease, no pets. $1950
310-466-9256

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1995/mo Upper, 2+2, balcony,
bright, spacious, totally
renovated, Parking, no pets, n/s
310-476-4181

SANTA MONICA $1595/mo
Beautiful, renovated 2bd 1ba
upper, new paint, appliances.
Open daily, 9am-6pm

1318 Euclid #11 (310)395-1495

Personals

SANTA MONICA : $1580/mo,
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint, water
paid No pets (818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA$2300/mo
833 5th St.#201,2BD 2BA
Stove,d/w,blinds,carpet,laundry,
pool,intercom entry, gated tan-
dem parking. No pets.
310-393-2547

VENICE 3+1.75, Stove, fridge,
w/d, $2250/mo+security  1yr
lease, No pets, No smoking
818-653-6808

VENICE BEACH front 1930's
brick building. Single w/ full
kitchen and bathroom. Views of
the ocean, laundry room, stor-
age available, water and trash
paid. 1 year lease, no pets.
$925. (310)466-9256

VENICE BEACH large 1 bd,1ba
apts. Upper unit in large court-
yard with swimming pool, 4
blocks to the beach. Gated
private parking, laundry room,
quiet neighborhood.$1150
310-823-0 354

Personals

:9% SONIA WILLIAMS

*Spiritual Clairvogant®
*Palm Reader*
*Portunge Teller*

310.278.5099

*Psychic*

Health/Beauty

VENICE BEACH lower 1+1 with
yard, 2 blocks from the beach,
will consider dog/cat with extra
deposit. Washer/Dryer. street
parking. 1 vyear lease. This
apartment is beautiful and truly
VENICE in it's unique style.
$1250. (310)466-9256

VENICE DUPLEX 2bd 1.5ba
upper,2 car parking, W/D
hookups, hardwood floors and
lots of charm. 1year lease, no
pets, no smoking. $1525.
310-466-9256

VENICE, 1 bed+loft

Brand new totally renovated,
high exposed beam ceilings,
oak floors, private rooftop patio,
balcony, new bathrooms and
kitchen, gated building and
parking, new landscaping and
common areas.

$2200- 310-466-9256

VENICE, SPACIOUS, bright,
3+1,remodeled dining,kitchen &
living room,fridge,gardens,
parking.5 bloks to beach!
$1950/mo 949-293-2016

VENICE, VERY NICE STUDIO,
1/2 block from beach, very
clean, large closet. 1 year
lease, no pets. $825
(310)466-9256

Venice: $875/mo 501 N. Venice
3 Singles, carpets, laundry,
utilities paid,no pets.
(310)574-6767.

VERY BRIGHT and large 2 bd
2 ba with wrap around balcony
two fireplaces, lots of closets
and loft like ceilings. Must see
to believe. Modern. 1yr lease.
No pets. $1650 310-466-9256

WESTCHESTER, 2+1 Total
Remodel w/d hookups, fridge,
garage, yard, excellent location,
no pets $1495/mo
310-521-8828

Roommates

ROOM FOR Rent in the heart

of Santa Monica on 17th Street
$700 310-428-1608

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONIGA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

1617 BROADWAY

Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

TWO OFFICES forrent .
Central Tower Bldg, 1424 4th
Street . (310)276-3313.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today

310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

HOUSE FOR SALE!
CULVER CITY
5 BDRM 2BA

BROKERS OK

(310) 863-7643

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1090
Remax

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted

1 BUY Full Price! All Cash
3-day close!
800-870-5162x2003

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500-+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

FULL SERVICE offices &
secretarial bays available in

Of-

7

UCLA Center for Human Nutrition

Ticall

is looking for s for a

to evaluate:

“The effectiveness of a High Protein Meal Prelacement Plan vs. a
Standard Protein Meal Replacement in Overweight Subjects.”

ipervised research study

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE IF YOU ARE

IN GOOD HEALTH
30 or more YEARS OF AGE
AT LEAST 35 POUNDS OVERWEIGHT

Participation will last approximately1 year (including screening) which includes blood
draws, a physical exam, body composition analysis, and EKG, completing questionnaires
and diaries and dietary counseling. Participants will be randomly assigned to follow either
a standard protein meal replacement plan ( consisting of 1/2) gram of protein per pound
of lean body mass,) or higher protein meal replacement plan (consisting of 1 gram of pro-
tein per pound of lean body mass) using Herbalife products. All participants will receive
meal replacements at no cost. Participants will be paid up to $250.

For more information call: (310) 206-8292 Study conducted by Zhaoping LI, MD

uf Santa Monica
building. 310-883-3333

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

NAL

Specializing

Fi in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial

Christina S. Porter o
Senior Associare  Buildings

310 8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sqg/ft $2200/mo. &
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. D.Keasbey
(310)477-3192

BODYWORK by
Deep-tissue & Thai
massage. Non-sexual. Only
$40/hr. Athletes welcome.
310.741.1901.

Paul.

CLASSY CLASSY Very
Upscale In-Call Sensual
Massage by attractive
green-eyed professional

model.
Crystal 310-337-6709

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements

ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted

Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

BECOME DEBT FREE and
Financially Secure for only $25
a month!! Recorded message
800-887-1090

Health/Beauty

PERSONAL ASSISTANTS
IN-HOME CARE
Round the clock Services
ELDER CARE
also
RESIDENTIAL HOME
CLEANING
“Professional Service
with a Personal Touch”
BLUE SKY SERVICE AGENCY
323-655-4002

blueskyserviceagency.com

BRAIDS!

HAIR EXTENSIONS!
Full Service Salon Open
7days/week specializing in
Caucasian & Asian Hair
5364 W. Adams Blvd.
braidsbysabrina.com
323-937-8870

GET THE VERY BEST FOOD!
The Vital Zuman weekly farm
box. 310-457-1084

Lost & Found

CAT: SIAMESE/MANX
NO-TAIL, NO COLLAR, 2-3 Yrs
Old Friendly 310-452-0072

Personals

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

DBA’S
THIS NOTICE IS TO NOTIFY
THAT THE QUIT CLAIM DEED
DATED AUGUST 21, 2002
FROM 1124 MARILYN DRIVE
TO SHAHRAM
ELIASZADEH HAS BEEN
LOST.THIS IS ALSO TO
NOTIFY THAT THE
QUITCLAIM DEED IS VOIDED.

FILE NO. 04-0627176
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAMES STATEMENTS THE
FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS
(ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS:
Timberlake Publishing,, 1438
9th Street, Santa Monica, CA
90405 The full name of regis-
trant(s) is/are : Timberlake
Global Group, Inc., (CALIFOR-
NIA) 1438 9th Street , Santa
Monica, CA 90405

This Business is being conduct-
ed, A Corporation. The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name/names listed
above on: Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business
name or names listed herein.

| declare that all the information
in this statement is true and cor-
rect. (A Registrant who declares
true, information which he
knows to be false is guilty of a
crime)

/s/: H.T. Lindsay Alexander
This statement was files with

the County Clerk of LOS AN-
GELES County on 3/16/2004

indicated by the file stamp
above.
NOTICE- THIS FICTITIOUS

BUSINESS NAME  STATE-
MENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS
FROM THE DATE IT WAS
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT MUST BE FILED
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The
filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
state of a fictitious business
name statement in violation of
the rights of another federal,
state, or common law(see Sec-
tion 14411et seq.,Business and
Professions Code).

SANTA MONICA DAILY
PRESS Published 4/19/2004,
4/26/2004, 5/3/2004, 5/10/2004

ADVERTISE!

310-438-1131

FILE NO. 04-0924390
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAMES STATEMENTS THE
FOLLOWING PERSON(S) IS
(ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS:
Executive Health Services, 853
16th Street #3 Santa Monica,
CA 90403 The full name of reg-
istrant(s) is/are : Donald Ri-
chard Furnival, Leslie Ann Fur-
nival.

This Business is being conduct-
ed, Husband & Wife The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name/names listed
above on: Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business
under the fictitious business
name or names listed herein.

| declare that all the information
in this statement is true and cor-
rect. (A Registrant who declares
true, information which he
knows to be false is guilty of a
crime)

/s/: Donald Richard Furnival,
Leslie Ann Furnival

This statement was files with
the County Clerk of LOS AN-
GELES County on 4/15/04 indi-
cated by the file stamp above.
NOTICE- THIS FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME  STATE-
MENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS
FROM THE DATE IT WAS
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT MUST BE FILED
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The
filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
state of a fictitious business
name statement in violation of
the rights of another federal,
state, or common law(see Sec-
tion 14411et seq.,Business and
Professions Code).

SANTA MONICA DAILY
PRESS 4/19/04, 426/04, 5/3/04,
5/10/04

ADVERTISE!

310-456-1781
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FILE NO. 111

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATE-
MENTS THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S)
IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS: Europe-
an Festival Tours, 843 Yale St. Santa

DBA’ S DBA’S [ Dpeas | S [ DpBAS | S

use in this state of a fictitious business
name statement in violation of the rights of
another federal, state, or common law(see
Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-

FILE NO. 04-1117307
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATE- Professions Code).

MENTS THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) SANTA MON\CA DAILY PRESS
IS (ARE) DOING BUSINESS AS: Starfire Publishe

Section 14411et seq.,Business and

51 0/2004,5/1 7/04,5/24/04,05/31/04

[
Announce the

Monica, CA 90403 The full name of regis-  fessions Code).
trant(s) is/are : European Piano Festival
Tours (CALIFORNIA) 843 Yale St., Santa
Monica, CA 90403

This Business is being conducted, Individ-
ual The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name/names listed above on: Registrant
has not yet begun to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name or names
listed herein.

| declare that all the information in this
statement is true and correct. (A Regis-
trant who declares true, information which
he knows to be false is guilty of a crime)

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
Published,5/10/2004,5/17/04,5/24/04,
5/31/04

€
(o)

a

40 a day

up to 40 words.
$.20 per word

/s/: Deborah H. How

This statement was files with the County
Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on

5/4/2004  indicated by the file stamp thereafter.

above. b €

NOTICE- THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 5 extra with photo.

NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE Call us for details.
ext. 111

YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize the

Enterprises 2106 Glyndon Ave. Venice,
CA 90291 The full name of registrant(s)
is/are : Starfire Enterprises (CALIFORNIA)
2106 Glyndon Ave. Venice, CA 90291
This Business is being conducted, Co-
Partners. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name/names listed above on: March
1,2004.

| declare that all the information in this
statement is true and correct. (A Regis-
trant who declares true, information which
he knows to be false is guilty of a crime)

/s/: Karl VonWarkentin, Kurt Max

This statement was files with the County
Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on
5/04/2004  indicated by the file stamp
above.

NOTICE- THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE
YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize the
use in this state of a fictitious business
name statement in violation of the rights of
another federal, state, or common law(see

THE DRILY
PRESS IS
RUNNING

DBA'S

CGALL US AT
310-458-1131

For more details
call Elise at
the Daily Press.

310.458.7737
Ext. 101

\.

Arrival of Your
New Born!

I

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: s2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad
has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must
be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a
check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

Beverly Hllls/BeverIywood
General Contractor
Residential Remodel &
Home Improvement
Honest * Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES on time/satisfaction guaranteed
— Sabbath Observed— “Old School steam cleaning with
===§=Z=IZ==§( top of the line equipment”
310.278.5380 Biue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
ocally owned and operated
Fax 310.271.4790 310-729-2931

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

DELIGHTFUL DOMESTICS
24HR SERVICES

LIVE IN « LIVE OUT « COMPANION

BABYSITTER
NANNY

GOOD SERVICE

DISCOUNT WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD
818-980-2822  818-762-0780

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry
All Work Guaranteed B

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-059
Pager 310- 796-3501 QP\

J&G PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior- FREE Estimates
References Availahle
Greg: 310-391-4362 « Joe: 310-403-6247
Give your house a facelift for spring!

Services Services

EXPERT ROOFING
& EXPERT PAINTING

SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

Any 2 Leaks only $99”°

323-252-3521 800-553-3212

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

Attorney Services

STAR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

Professional Deep Cleaning
2 Bdrm — $39 * 5 Room — $89
up to 800 sq. ft. ’%
White, Off-White, Berber, Gommercial.
Soiled Carpet Additional Cost. nLﬁ
323.871.2347 » 323.463.3488

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing,
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service 310-686-8505

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, MARCO TELECOM: Phone

drywall, electrical. 30 years in jacks, installation & repair. Re-
this area. Free estimate. wiring phone line, splitting busi-
(310)475-0497 or (310)415- ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
7134. (310)351-7673.

[ services ] Serviees
AFFORDABLE AUTO DETAIL SERVICE
FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY FROM WORK OR HOME

service INcLupes | FLAT RATE S IR Sy

SPOT FREE WASH, $60 0 o THANKS FOR YOUR
L]

WINDOW CLEANING, BUSINESS!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS

TIRE/RIM SHINE,
INTERIOR POLISH
B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate E“NEEPT“AI. EAHPEN“W
Custom Wootworking

-small truck. No Saturdays.

(310)714-1838.
Mouldings * Decks * Windows
Doors « Remodeling * Repair * Carpentry

BESTbMOVEFI!IS

o job too smal

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR 310-428-1602
“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for

your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

JIMDORRIS1@YAH00.COM

handicap & seniors!
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

A California Corporation Dedicated Exclusively

to Financial Crisis Management

* STOP Creditor Phone Calls
STOP Tax Liens

* Debt Negotiation
« Bankruptey consulting

+ Accounting Services
+ Account Preparation

18 TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL!

GET ORGANIZED!

‘ol * Audic Re LDTCompute@aol.com
15 o B e 0 v oo (310) 989-6677
‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!
il NOTICETO NED PARKER
for filing system set-ups,
~om 2 major READERS: CONSTRUCTION

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

i, Stewes 24

conrariad Gk
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

< HEAT
RESIDENIIAL - COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 auwemces nesoniasie
15% OFF WITH THIS AD

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic.441191
(310)578-7108.

UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

20 PER MONTH nusiscea

« No Contract

« Includes Email and
Webspace

« 1-Month Trial

NoCat Networks
3I10-393-4037

Computer Services

AA PC Services & Repairs
Call 310-823-4787 10% Off
First Visit for SMDP
Readers!! Member/BBB

Computer Services

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

FREE CONSULTATION

Business and Residential

Experienced ¢ Reliable ¢ Affordable

Training » Networking ¢ Hardware ¢ Web Design ¢ Software / (\)
{

>

= ”1‘

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state|
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

Bonded & Insured * Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869
WINDOW CLEANlN

pr 0 essionals
esidential and Commercial

FREE Estimates
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
300-2100/wk?  Working 10
Hours a Week? Call
323-632-1234

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home.Computer tune-up,
Microsoft Word, Excel,
Quickbooks, internet navigation,
software installation. PO Sale
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

mRepairs  m Training
A mUpgrades  m Networking
mSetup W Wireless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

ADVERTISE

310-458-1131
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B MIDDLETON, Wis. — Violinist
Sarah Chang began studying music at
age 4 and has performed with major
symphony orchestras, but she’s also a
fan of pop culture.

Chang, 23, said she was frustrated
when a rehearsal for Saturday’s perform-
ance with the Madison Symphony
Orchestra forced her to miss the final
episode of “Friends.”

“I’m staying in a hotel, so I couldn’t
videotape it and I couldn’t reach any of
my friends to find out how it turned out,”
Chang told a group of Middleton High
School orchestra students.

Chang said she is also a fan of almost
every reality television show ever aired.

Chang’s taste in music might surprise
a few classical music devotees. She
prefers listening to rapper 50 Cent and
Carlos Santana in the car.

“I have a hard time switching my
mind off. If T hear a violin piece, I have
to pull over and listen,” she said. “So,
when I’'m driving, I pop in a popular
music or a rock CD.”

Chang said she winces when she
enters a restaurant and the manager, as a
gesture of respect, plays one of her CDs.
“The last thing I want to do when I'm
eating is listen to me,” she said.

B GULF SHORES, Ala. — City
officials say they are going to crack down

on loud music at Lulu’s, the coastal
restaurant owned by singer Jimmy
Buffett and his sister, Lucy Buffett.

“It sounds like we need to have some
serious discussion with them about what is
expected over there,” said Mayor David
Bodenhamer at a city council work session.

Jason Newsom, manager of Lulu’s, said
the restaurant has made compromises to
accommodate its neighbors, including lim-
iting outdoor performances to the daytime.

“It’s tough, you know, it’s 2 p.m.,” he
said. “We’re next to an airport, for good-
ness sake.”

Resident Phillip Dierks asked officials
to stop the outdoor music at Lulu’s.

“My windows actually vibrate, and
I’'m almost a third of a mile away from
them,” Dierks said. “As long as that band
is outside, we’ve got problems.”

Buffett, a native of nearby Mobile, made
it big singing about the vagaries of life in the
tropics. His hits include “Margaritaville”
and “Cheeseburger in Paradise.”

B LOS ANGELES — Celebrities
gathered for the opening of the Ricardo
Montalban Theatre, owned by a group
that advocates greater roles for Hispanics
in Hollywood.

The theater is a “dream come true,”
said the 83-year-old actor, who has long
sought a home for Nosotros, the nonprof-
it theater group he founded in 1970.

The audience Saturday included

Hector Elizondo, Robert Goulet and
Valerie Harper.

The 1,200-seat theater, the largest the-
ater in the country bearing the name of a
Hispanic artist, is the latest remodeling of
a historic Hollywood building dating to
the 1920s. Most recently named the
James A. Doolittle Theatre and previous-
ly the Huntington Hartford, it is co-owned
by Nosotros and a nonprofit foundation.

Nosotros — “Us”in Spanish — set
goals of increasing employment for
Hispanics in the industry, improving the
skills of actors and attracting new talent.
Its original board included Desi Arnaz,
Vicki Carr and Anthony Quinn, and it
became a training ground for actors such
as Edward James Olmos, Salma Hayek,
Lupe Ontiveros and Lorenzo Lamas.

B LITTLE ROCK — The farmhouse
featured in the film version of author
John Grisham’s best-seller “A Painted
Housewill open to the public.

Mayor Dale Dunlap said residents of
Lepanto in northeastern Arkansas, where
many of the movie’s scenes were shot,
hope the house will attract Grisham fans
and curious travelers passing by on near-
by highways.

“Lepanto being a small town out here
in the middle of nowhere, the only thing
we’ve been known for until this year is
the (annual) Terrapin Derby,” he said.

“A Painted House”is Grisham’s 2001

City Hall wants Jimmy Buffett to turn it down

tale of life in Arkansas cotton country in
the 1950s. He was born in Jonesboro,
about 25 miles northwest of Lepanto, in
1955 and lived on a cotton farm until age
7. The book became a Hallmark Hall of
Fame made-for-TV movie.

Many of the house’s furnishings are
from the movie set. The interior is peri-
od-authentic, even down to the canned
goods in the kitchen, Dunlap said.

B SELMA, Ala. — Actress Drew
Barrymore toured Selma, the birthplace
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as part
of a documentary she’s filming on the
importance of voting.

The actress visited the National Voting
Rights Museum on Thursday before trav-
eling 20 miles to the tiny community of
Suttle, where she met with children
involved in youth leadership.

Barrymore and her crew taped inter-
views with state Sen. Hank Sanders and
his wife, activist Faya Rose Toure, at the
youth leadership center.

Barrymore, 29, declined interviews,
saying the details of her project will be
announced later.

Selma civil rights leaders said they
were impressed with Barrymore’s knowl-
edge of the voting rights movement as
she toured a museum at the base of the
historic Edmund Pettus Bridge, where
marchers clashed with state troopers and
sheriff’s officers in March 1965.

Britannia Pub

A Great Place To Anchor

Great Food...Great Cocktails... Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

Full Bar * Restaurant * Live Music * Heated Patio
Low Carb Menu Available!

may 121H:t DUKE GRAHAM
Mmay 191H: YIKES

Show Starts at 10pm ¢ No Cover

318 Santa Monica Blvd. * Santa Monica
310-458-5350 * www.britanniapub.com

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

OLYMPIC

..
o
YIENLLNED /

NIOONIT

OPEN 7 DAYS

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
MEMBER

(310)829-2525

3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. » www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic




