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Court proceedings reveal the
confession by accused
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A Santa Monica Police officer testified in court
Tuesday that a local man accused of beating his father to
death confessed to the crime.

When officer Ken Sempko responded to a 911 call
made by Albert Victor White, 46, from his Santa Monica
apartment on Feb. 5, White admitted to killing his elder-
ly father, Pranas “Frank” Brazinskas.

Sempko testified in Santa Monica Superior Court that
when he arrived on scene, he ordered White to come out
of his apartment with his hands in the air.

“As he was walking toward me I asked him ‘what’s
going on here,’” he said. “And (White) responded, ‘It’s
bad, it’s real bad. I killed my dad.’”

White appeared before Santa Monica Superior Court
Judge Bernard J. Kamins Tuesday to hear the state’s evi-
dence against him. His next court appearance is sched-
uled for May 21 at the courthouse near the airport. White,
who worked locally as an accountant, appeared calm and
motionless throughout the day-long proceedings.

White, who 32 years ago helped his father hijack a
Soviet commercial jetliner to escape cold war-era

Lithuania, is facing murder charges for allegedly bludg-
eoning his 77-year-old father to death during a struggle at
the pair’s 21st Street apartment. 

But defense attorney Jack Alex said White was acting
in self defense. He argued Brazinskas had pointed a
loaded handgun at White and threatened to shoot him. No
shots were fired.

Alex said officers discovered a bag in the apartment
that contained a 30 caliber revolver, a 38 caliber semi-
automatic pistol, a nine millimeter semi-automatic hand-
gun and a 45 millimeter Uzi, or Tech-9 assault rifle.

All the weapons were later found to be loaded and
cocked. 

“The bag was open and I could see inside it with my
flashlight — there were many guns and an assault rifle,”
said SMPD officer Candice Cobarrubias, who first dis-
covered Brazinskas’ body. “Some were in the ready to fire
position ... I could see the hammers were pulled back.”

Man buys apartment complex;
rent control violation alleged
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The owner of a Santa Monica apartment complex lost
his lawsuit last week against a real estate agent who he
claims was in “cahoots” with the building’s seller by
allowing a tenant to sublet a rent controlled apartment.

Giulio Della Rocca sued Coldwell Banker real estate
broker Christine Taylor in Santa Monica Small Claims
Court, arguing that the rent control violation was a
breach of his agreement when he negotiated the purchase
of the four-unit building at 2218 20th St. last year.

But Judge Pro Tem Craig Mordoh ruled against Della
Rocca’s $5,000 claim. Mordoh said Della Rocca sued the
wrong person —  he should have instead sued the seller
of the building, Richard Arlem, a senior citizen who lives
in Mammoth Lakes.

“I’m not sure you have any damages,” Mordoh said.

“But you may have a claim against the former owner.”
Taylor represented Arlem in the sale. She said she

wasn’t aware that one of the building’s tenants was sub-
leasing his rent-controlled apartment to another man.

It wasn’t until Della Rocca was closing escrow early
last year that he learned of the alleged rent control infrac-
tion. Within days of learning the building was up for sale,
the official tenant, Kent Wagerman, allegedly moved
back into his apartment and the sub-leaser moved out. 

Man loses case against real estate agent

See SUIT, page 3

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Ricardo Perez cleans out a
dirty storm drain on Ocean
Avenue Tuesday. Perez and
his partner, Jose Villasenor,
remove trash and debris
from about 30 drains each
day. This drain was particu-
larly bad, netting three
garbage bags full of trash
that would have otherwise
gone into the Pacific Ocean.
The Santa Monica Bay con-
tinues to be one of the most
polluted areas along the
state’s coastline. Although
the drains have devices to
catch debris, some will
inevitably end up in the water
as people continue to litter
the streets of Santa Monica.

Litter can go
a long way

Local man is said to confess murder, police say

“As he was walking toward me I
asked him ‘what’s going on here.’
And (White) responded, ‘It’s bad,

it’s real bad. I killed my dad.’”
— KEN SEMPKO

Santa Monica Police officer

See MURDER, page 5



LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You need to be careful when dealing
with others. You could hit obstacles and misun-
derstandings where you least expect it. Loosen up
and lighten up about what is going on, because
you certainly cannot change it. Think in terms of
making peace. Tonight: Defer to another.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★ Walk on eggshells, especially with your
funds, as well as the funds of others. Problems
develop where you least expect it. You might feel
inspired by those around you. Put in that extra
effort at work, especially where you’re not deal-
ing with funds. Tonight: Soak away stress.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Sometimes you get your ire up, and it’s
hard for you to back off. Don’t be surprised if
someone suddenly blows his or her fuse. You’re in
some way tied to his or her reaction. Try to figure
out what is happening and how you can reverse
the trend. Tonight: Have fun and lighten up.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Realize what is happening between you
and a co-worker. Tempers could flare, taking you
in a new direction. Don’t push so hard to have
things your way. Understand that your demons
might be manifesting themselves. Do something
ultimately relaxing. Tonight: Treat yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You might not be as sure as you would
like to be about your choices. Choose to be an
observer, as opposed to a player right now. Others
throw tantrums about this and that. Be creative,
imaginative and, certainly, manifest your universal
friendship. Tonight: Swap war stories with a pal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ Use special care with those in charge.
Think in terms of your long-term plans for your-
self. What goes on around you could be discon-
certing. Learn not to be a player in an emotional
situation. In fact, stand still emotionally and
financially, if possible. Tonight: Pay bills.

HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ Your high energy and mental astute-
ness make a big difference at work, at home and
in relating to the outside world. You could get
frazzled if you’re pulled in too many directions.
Detach and remember your priorities and who
you are. Tonight: It’s your call.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Listen to your intuition, especially regard-
ing your finances. You could find yourself in a
real push-and-pull situation without any warning.
The War of the Roses surrounds an emotional
and/or financial issue. Remain upbeat in your
dealings, please. Tonight: Take a break from it all.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Where you might want to be is with your
friends. Before you decide that today is a piece of
cake, make sure the day is over. A power play
between you and another could be a disaster, if you
let it happen. Walk away from another’s volatile
behavior. Tonight: Go where the crowds are.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Be sensitive to your own fatigue. You
might be more irritable than you have been in the
recent past. Think in terms of success and head-
ing in a new direction. How you view a situation
changes with a chat with a loved one later in the
day. Tonight: Togetherness works.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Just when you feel as if you’re about to
lasso in something you want, it could backfire.
Listen to what another shares and be sure you can
hear the other perspective. People seem to be on
edge. Decide not to be part of the group! Tonight:
Listen to a favorite CD. Hop on the Net.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ You might want to listen to and follow an
associate’s lead. Problems ensue between your
public and private lives. Others don’t hesitate to
make demands, which, for some reason, you feel
the need to fulfill. Willingly say “no,” if you
must. Be your own person. Tonight: Listen to
your best friend.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Leo, hop on the net tonight

“If you have never been hated by your child,
you have never been a parent.”

— Betty Davis
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ANTIQUES & FURNITURE

ON CONSIGNMENT

2316/2408 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA (AT KENSINGTON)

310-581-5566
16,000 sq.ft of Fabulous Buys

on Consignment and New Furniture

Mon.— Sat. 10am-7pm

Specializing in 
19th Century Antiques

City Speakers Toastmasters, RAND
hosts a Toastmasters club that meets
from Noon to 1 p.m., on the second
and fourth Wednesdays of each month.
Meetings are held at RAND, 1700 Main
Street,  Conference Room 1734. Call
Penny (310) 393-0411, ext. 7159.

Community Yoga Classes offered to
students of all levels. $6, Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
and 3:30 p.m. Saturday 2 p.m., Santa
Monica Yoga, 1640 Ocean Park Blvd.,
(310) 396-4040.

Puppetolio! hosted by Santa Monica
Puppet & Magic Center will be held
today at 1:00 p.m. Shows are always

followed by a demonstration, Q & A, and
a tour of the Puppet Museum and work-
shop. The program is for all ages, 3 and
up. All seats: $6.50. The Center is locat-
ed at 1255 2nd Street in Santa Monica,
adjacent to the Third Street Promenade.
Reservations/Information: (310) 656-
0483 or www.puppetmagic.com.

Santa Monica’s 
Daily Calendar

Today at 
the Movies!

GET OUT!

LANDMARK’S
NuWILSHIRE THEATRE

1314 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

THE CAT’S MEOW [PG-13] Dolby SR
1:30 - 4:15 - 7:00 - 9:30

KISSING JESSICA STEIN [R] 
2:15 - 4:45 - 7:15 - 9:45

LAEMMLE’S 
MONICA 4 PLEX

1332 Second St, Santa Monica

Y TU MAMA TAMBIEN
12:00 -2:35 -5:10 -7:45- 10:15

ENIGMA
1:10 - 4:05 - 7:00 - 9:45

RAIN
1:00 - 3:20 - 5:40 - 8:00 - 10:15

DOGTOWN AND Z-BOYS
12:15 - 2:40 - 5:05 - 7:30 - 9:55

Want to be part of the A-List?
Send your calendar items to: 

Santa Monica Daily Press 
P.O. Box 1380 Santa Monica, CA 90406 

Attn: Angela angela@smdp.com 
Fax: 310.576.9913
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Since 1967
QQuuaalliittyy  &&  VVaalluuee  AAllwwaayyss!!

““FFrreesshh  WWhhoolleessoommee
CChhooiicceess  EEvveerryyddaayy””

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  11//22  pprriiccee  oommeelleetttteess

ddaaiillyy  bbeettwweeeenn  66aamm--77aamm  

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

310.451.SLICE (7542)
915 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

Voted Best in LA!
— America Online Poll

Large 1-Topping Pizza 
and 10 Wings
$19.95

Tuesday’s southwest swell and northwest wind swell
stand fast, so expect LA County surf to remain waist to
chest high under fair conditions. Northern spots with
southwest exposures like County Line and Malibu will
build from inconsistent two- to three-foot morning

waves to inconsistent three- to four-foot later on. Watch the best sets at El Porto for rar-
efied five-footers when winds kick up. Shadowed spots average two to three feet. 

Thursday promises weak leftover swell and dwindling onshore winds. Expect incon-
sistent, knee to waist high waves under good conditions.

(Information compiled by Jesse Haley.)

Location Wednesday Thursday Water Quality

County Line 2-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair-good A+
Zuma 3-4’/Fair-good 2-3’/Good A+
Surfrider 2-3’/Good 1-2’/Good B
Topanga 2-3’/Poor 1-2’/Fair B
Breakwater 2-3’/Fair 1-3’/Fair A+
El Porto 2-4’/Fair 1-3’/Fair A+

Plenty of coastal cities throughout
southern California allow dogs on their
beaches, with strict regulations.

But not in Santa Monica, which leaves
pet owners with few options of where
they can take their dogs for exercise.

This week’s Q-Line wants to know:

“Do you think Santa Monica needs a
dog-friendly beach area?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response. We’ll print them in Friday’s
paper. Please limit your comments to a
minute or less; it might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

Della Rocca said the purchase agree-
ment specifies that he be notified of any
changes to the building or its tenants
before the sale is final. He argued that the
change in tenancy was a violation of the
agreement.

Della Rocca didn’t intend to rent out
any of the apartments. Under the state’s
Ellis Act, Della Rocca is allowed to evict
the tenants if he uses the entire building as
his own home. But the law requires that
tenants who fall under rent control be paid
a relocation fee if they are “Ellised” out of
the building and their annual income is
less than $24,900.

The “Ellis Act” is a state law which says
that landlords have the unconditional right
to “go out of business.” For an Ellis evic-
tion, the landlord must remove all of the
units in the building from the rental market
and convert them into condominiums. 

Della Rocca argues he shouldn’t have to
pay Wagerman’s relocation fee of $4,200
because Wagerman was allegedly illegally
renting the $486-a-month apartment. 

“He should have been evicted,” Della
Rocca said. “Because (Taylor) wanted to
close the deal and she was told that there
was a sub-leaser but she didn’t do any-
thing.”

Della Rocca hasn’t paid Wagerman,
which prompted Wagerman to sue Della
Rocca in another small claims case. The

matter was heard about a month ago and a
small claims judge ruled against Della
Rocca. Della Rocca is appealing the
judge’s decision. The case will be heard
on Friday.

Wagerman was unavailable for com-
ment.

Della Rocca argued real estate agent
Taylor knew about Wagerman’s deal with
the sub-leaser because another renter in
the building told her about it during the
purchase negotiations.

“We didn’t particularly like what Kent
did,” the witness said. “We told her it was
going on for a year and once it was up for

sale, Kent moved back in.”
Taylor said she and her client, Arlem,

weren’t aware that someone other than
Wagerman was living in the unit. And
once the complex went up for sale, Arlem
registered the building with the state, with
the help of local attorney Rossario Perry.

Taylor said she didn’t do anything
wrong and Della Rocca’s suit against her
was nothing more than an attempt to recoup
the money for Wagerman’s relocation.

She added that Arlem had eight offers
on the building but he chose Della Rocca
over other buyers because he was a small
investor who intended on keeping the
renters there.

“I did everything right and he thought I

was in cahoots with the owner,” she said.
“But he told us that he wasn’t going to
Ellis the building and (Arlem) wanted to
keep the tenants in there.”

Perry said the case is a classic one for
many investors in Santa Monica who
don’t realize how complicated it can be to
purchase an apartment building in the city
because of its rent control laws. 

“Personally, I think the buyer has to
pay the relocation fee but no one is happy
about it,” Perry said. “It’s not easy to buy
an apartment in Santa Monica because
buyers don’t understand how complicated
the laws are. 

“There is a lot of subletting going on
without the owners knowing.”

Rent control infractions
common in Santa Monica

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Sleeping on the sidewalk is against the law, according to the city’s munic-
ipal code. However, it’s difficult for police to enforce the law. One reason
may be that there are more people without homes in Santa Monica than
there are police.

A hard night’s sleep

“It’s not easy to 
buy an apartment 
in Santa Monica 
because buyers 

don’t understand
how complicated 

the laws are.”

— ROSSARIO PERRY
Local attorney

SUIT, from page 1
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SANTA MONICA
Brentwood Country Mart

(310) 451-2728

WESTWOOD VILLAGE
Westwood Blvd. & Weyburn Ave.

(310) 824-2225

w w w . W h i t e r a n d B r i g h t e r. c o m
FREE Teeth Whitening for New Patients with Dental Insurance

TEMPORARY/LONG LASTING
COLOR/AIRBRUSH TATTOOS
3-5 days • Many colors available • Hypo Allergenic Make-up used

Bar Mitzvah • Birthday Parties • Graduation • Special & Corporate Events

MARTA FISCHER (310) 453-9002
1317 Princeton St. #1, Santa Monica • E-mail: Partyfaces@aol.com

PRINTING, COPYING AND
DIGITAL NETWORK

Script Copies 2.5 cents • Color Copies 59 cents

1909 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90404
Tel: (310) 829-3022 Fax: (310) 829-3099

please mention this ad • parking in rear (through alley)

Hats! A Great Gift for Mother’s Day

15% off
with this ad
Cannot be combined 
with any other offer

FEDORA PRIMO
HAT MERCHANTS

216 PIER AVENUE, SANTA MONICA
(just off Main Street)

310 399 8584

makins hats ltd.

mother’s day massage special

Treat your mom to a wonderful, relaxing
massage. Shiatsu, Swedish or Thai. 
One coupon per client. Purchase by 5/15/02. Gift
certificate good anytime. Come in or purchase by
phone w/ credit card and we’ll mail.

2309 Main Street, Santa Monica • 310-396-4877

$49Hr.
Reg.
$55hr

tao healing arts center

• Hand Finished Laundry
• Wet Cleaning
• Custom Tailoring
• Custom Leather Garments
• Leather Clean & Repair
• Alterations

VICTOR’S CLEANERS & TAILORS
SINCE 1944

700 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica 90401
(310) 394-2724 • Fax (310) 458-1505

20% off
Your Laundry, Dry cleaning

and Tailoring exp. 5/31/02 Law needs changing, or spam will continue
Editor:

Unfortunately your article (“Telemarketer Triumphant in Santa Monica Court,”)
by A. Fixmer, May 6, 2002) did not fully explain small claims judge Shcolnek’s rea-
sons for ruling in favor of the telemarketer in this case.

The implied fact that the telemarketer was not actually telemarketing, but only
offering a “free financial analysis” does not appear to be relevant in case the tele-
marketer used a pre-recorded voice, as the plaintiff claimed.

The Telephone Consumer Protection Act, dating back to 1991, prohibits the use
of “artificial or pre-recorded” voices, except in certain cases. It also requires com-
panies to stop calling a number if the called party requests to be placed on a “do-
not-call” list.

However, telemarketers are now using various schemes to circumvent the act,
and they are fully aware that many of them are operating in gray areas of the law.
The Telephone Consumer Protection Act is hopelessly outdated, too cumbersome to
enforce, and it has failed to do its intended purpose. It was poorly drafted to begin
with, and it certainly did not keep up with progress in computer technology and
changes in the telecommunications industry.

Unless we adopt better legislation, our answering machines will soon be bursting
with junk messages as much as our e-mail boxes bursting with spam today. 

I recently wrote a detailed letter to Congressman Waxman on this issue. Anyone
who is interested can read my letter at: http://www.reinhardkargl.com/correspon-
dence/to_waxman.html>, http://www.reinhardkargl.com/correspondence/to_wax-
man.html</A>

Reinhard Kargl
Santa Monica

Clergy should focus on God
Editor:

On Tuesday, April 23rd, I was stunned to see all these clergy members from all
these different denominations of religion in one place, tolerating each other, even
talking to one another. After all these years and centuries of churches fighting each
other, I had a perfect picture of unity and solidarity — unfortunately it was for the
wrong cause.

This was bought with dirty money. Money from workers’ sweat and hard work
who paid their union dues for these clergy members and other bored activists to
come and disrupt someone’s business.

They made a mess at my station with all their stickers and their instruction notes
on how to organize their disruption.

If I had known their plan and what they were here for, I would have not served
them. It took me double the work to clean up after them and reset my station back,
and I would never take their dirty money.

I ask you: Is this their way of helping me? If it is, I do not need their help.
Money talks, money buys anything these days — even the churches and its cler-

gy. Unions, with their dirty money, bought themselves most of the churches. I am
sick and tired of hearing about unions, and their stuff, if I would ever consider join-
ing one before, I wouldn’t now just because of their harassment and their low and
dirty tactics.

In my opinion, the union or the clergy (same thing) could have used the money
that they spent disrupting our business for a much better cause.

They could have used their energy, their time and that money for a good cause
like visiting sick people in hospitals, buying toys for abused kids, buying food for
the homeless (and God knows there are plenty in this city), or they could visit shel-
ters — things closer to what their religion is actually about.

I have not read anything in the Bible that says join this union; I am also positive
that the other holy books do not say that either.

I would also like to say to these clergy, on Sundays preach about the Bible, the
word of God and not about how badly the workers are treated here and bashing the
hotel out loud. The sermon should be God is love, not hate the Doubletree.

Stop the hypocrisy and put the money aside, you will all have to answer to one
God. I wish to see the same unity of churches and their clergy under a holier situation.

Martha Reyes
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel employee

(Editors Note: The Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees local 814 has
been waging a public campaign to unionize the Doubletree hotel. On April 23, many
local clergy members staged a sit-in prayer session in the hotel’s restaurant to sup-
port some workers’ intention to unionize.)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of
the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged,
as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is
our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are
unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All
letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verifi-
cation. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 530 Wilshire Boulevard,
Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest
editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

LETTERS
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wildfiber
fiber arts supplies - yyaarrnnss - books - classes

a very modern, 
traditional knitting shop

1453 14th street • santa monica • 310.458.2748

KKAARRTTEEKK
MUFFLER & AUTO REPAIR

Quality 
Repairs at

Reasonable
Rates

Complete
Auto Repair
Foreign &
Domestic

MUFFLER SPECIAL$49.95
LIFETIME WARRANTY

Most cars

2310 COTNER AVE., WEST LA 90064 11480 GATEWAY BLVD., WEST LA 90064
310.444.4938 310.477.7475

We Specialized in Custom Exhaust Systems & Transmissions

GUARANTEED SERVICE!!
Installed

With Coupon. Expires 5/31/02

(310) 880-0644

• TOURS

• CHARTERS

• FILMING

• AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

• TRAINING

TAKE A HELI-TOUR!

Associated with Hover View Helicopters

SANTA MONICA
C O P Y  &  P R I N T I N G

924 Wilshire Blvd.,
(Between 9th & 10th Street, Across from FedEx)

(310) 319-1341
Fax (310) 319-1343

FREE Pick-Up & Delivery
FREE PARKING IN REAR!

Email: sm.copy@gte.net
Volume Discount Also Available

Printing B/W
& Full Color
• Laser Color Copies

from original or 35mm slides

• Transparencies
• Scripts
• Legal & Medical 

Copying
• Computer Output

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

Canon Color Laser Copies

79¢

On 8 1/2 x 11 Paper
Reduction & Enlargement Extra

from Your Disk Or CD-Rom Also Available.

Mother’s Day Special
Personalized Calendar

$1995
12 Months Full Color

Transient arrested for threatening officers
A transient was arrested last month after threatening police when they tried to

help him.
At about 10 a.m. on Monday, April 22, Los Angeles Lifeguards called Santa

Monica Police to the 1600 block of Ocean Front Walk. Police arrived to find life-
guards treating a man with an injured nose. Police asked the man what happened
and he responded with a barrage of profanities. The man then told police he can get
a 9 mm gun and kill them. 

An ambulance took the man to a hospital where he was treated. Police then
arrested him for making criminal threats and having five Santa Monica warrants
totaling $12,500.

The man was described as a transient.

CrimeWatch

Los Angeles Deputy District attorney
Ann Rundle described Brazinskas as a
frail, helpless elderly man who was bru-
tally bludgeoned to death by his son.

Stephen Scholtz, a Los Angeles
County Coroner’s forensic pathologist,
testified that there were seven blows to
Brazinskas’ head made by a blunt object.
The severest blow — dubbed the “death
blow” — was made above Brazinskas’
left ear, which crushed part of his skull.

Scholtz said the blow, which caused
bruising of the brain, could not have been
made with a fist and was likely inflicted
with a heavy object.

Detectives have not produced a murder
weapon and White has not said what he
used to allegedly kill his father.

Scholtz also testified that Brazinskas
had an enlarged heart that was in the
advanced stages of coronary heart disease,
which would have limited his movements
and made him extraordinarily weak.

“(The condition) would have compro-
mised his vitality substantially,” he said.
“He would have been quite limited in
terms of being physically active.”

In 1970, prosecutors say Brazinskas
and his then 13-year old son, White —
also known as Algirdas Brazinskas —
hijacked an Aeroflot jetliner and directed
the flight to Turkey. 

During the flight, Soviet guards on
board opened fire. Caught in the crossfire,
a female steward was killed and the pilot
and co-pilot were wounded. After the sol-
diers were subdued, the flight crew was
still able to successfully fly the hijackers
to Turkey.

There, the father and son were arrested,
convicted of murder and sentenced to
prison. But in 1974 they were released,
only to be placed under house arrest. 

The pair managed to escape custody
and fled to the closest American embassy
in Ankara to plea for political asylum.
Although they were refused asylum in the
United States, they have lived in the U.S.
since 1976 without entry visas.

After a few years living in Queens, NY,
the father and son moved to Santa Monica
to live among the city’s large Lithuanian
community. Since their dramatic escape
from their home country, the pair has
become heroes among Lithuanian expatri-
ates living in America.

The pair’s history will play heavily in
the trial, Alex said. He plans to call wit-
nesses who will testify that Brazinskas
was a violent man who ran a black-market
gun business in Lithuania.

White remains in the Los Angeles
County Jail on $1.2 million bail. He faces
26 years to life in prison, if convicted.

Police find bag full of
guns in SM apartment
MURDER, from page 1

Courtesy of www.patriotas.It
This 1971 photo was taken before Algirdas Brazinskas (left) and his father,
Pranas Brazinskas (right), were put on trial in Turkey for hijacking a Soviet
commercial jetliner. Algirdas, also known as Albert Victor White, stands
accused of killing his father. Both lived in Santa Monica on 21st Street.

ADVERTISE!
310-458-7737

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Sunkissed Tanning

NEW CUSTOMERS! 6 tans for $30 (good for 3 months)

Regular beds only

only with this coupon • more coupons at www.sunkissedtan.com

� �

926 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica
Call for an appointment • 310.451.9895

\EVENT CATERINGLUNCH • DINNER • DELIVERY • TAKE OUT

1432 A FOURTH STREET
SANTA MONICA
Between Broadway 

& Santa Monica Blvd.
FREE 2 HOUR PARKING 
in structure 5 before 6 

Call the Rib Hotline

820-RIBS

*FREE*
You are cordially invited to enjoy one

COMPLIMENTARY ENTREÉ
with a purchase of a second entreé of 

equal or lesser value.
Dine in only. Good at Santa Monica Restaurant only.

Limit one coupon with purchase of entreé. Not available with other coupon offers.
You must present this coupon. expires 5/12/02

Fine Mediterranean Cuisine • Healthy Fresh Food 
from our family recipes prepared daily from 100% fresh ingredients

We bake our own bread daily in our specially built stoves

Sham
*Try Our

Mixed 
Vegetables —
Tomatoes, onions, potatoes, eggplant,
squash, green peppers baked with
olive oil.

We have daily lunch specials
FREE delivery (within a 5 mile radius & $20 min. order)

Catering available

GrandOpening!

716 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica

310.393.2913 fax 310.393.0115

$5.25
for a limited time only

Open for Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Pastries to go or on the spot

Catering available

BY MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush
expects vigorous pursuit of an investiga-
tion that prompted Enron Corp. to
acknowledge it drove up electricity prices
during California’s energy crisis, a White
House spokesman said Tuesday.

Bush has faced criticism in recent months
for his close ties to the collapsed energy
giant, which has been the single biggest
financial supporter of his political career.

But Tuesday, the administration was
eager to take credit for a Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission probe that
demanded the company turn over docu-
ments revealing its practices during
California’s crisis.

The revelation is a development “the
president has noted, and he expects the
investigation will be vigorously pursued
wherever it may go,” White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said.

He used the disclosures to renew the
White House call for tougher penalties for
violations of the Federal Power Act.

But Fleischer declined to say whether
Bush backs a call from Sen. Dianne
Feinstein, D-Calif., that the Justice
Department open a criminal investigation
into Enron’s possible manipulation of the
state’s electricity market.

A memorandum, written by Enron
lawyers in December 2000, outlined prac-
tices similar to those described by
California officials who allege the energy
trading company created phantom con-
gestion on electricity transmission lines
and engaged in sham sales among its affil-
iates to increase electricity prices.

Describing one such strategy called
“Death Star,” the lawyers wrote: “The net
effect of these transactions is that Enron
gets paid for moving energy to relieve

congestion without actually moving any
energy or relieving any congestion.”

Another practice, called “Ricochet,”
allowed Enron to send power out of
California and then resell it back into the
state to avoid price caps that applied to
transactions solely within California.

Enron turned over the documents to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
which made them public Monday.

The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission has been investigating
whether Enron either took advantage of or
helped spark the crisis in California’s
newly deregulated power markets, in
which wholesale power rates jumped ten-
fold, three investor-owned utilities faced
financial ruin and Californians experi-
enced rolling power blackouts. Enron has
denied any role in the crisis.

The company provided the memo to
the commission along with a later, undat-
ed report from other Enron lawyers that
took issue with the first memo. FERC
posted the memos on its Web site, along
with a letter to Enron seeking more infor-
mation about the company’s electricity
and natural gas trades in California and
other Western states.

Robert Bennett, a Washington attorney
representing Enron, said the memos
became known 10 days ago and could
easily have been kept confidential. The
reports were addressed to Richard
Sanders, Enron’s vice president and assis-
tant general counsel, to prepare for inves-
tigations and lawsuits resulting from the
California situation.

Questionable accounting practices
helped drive the company into bankruptcy
last year and resulted in the sale of the
energy trading unit at the center of the
California allegations. “It’s virtually
impossible for us to determine the accura-
cy or inaccuracy of these memoranda,”
Bennett said.

Memo: Enron manipulated
power prices in California

BY PHILIP BRASHER
AP Farm Writer

WASHINGTON — Think organic
fruits and vegetables are free of pesti-
cides? Think again.

Almost one-fourth of the organic pro-
duce in grocery stores could contain traces
of pesticides, including long-banned
chemicals like DDT, scientists say.

A Consumers Union-led study of gov-
ernment-collected data found pesticide
residue on 23 percent of organic fruits and
vegetables and on nearly 75 percent of
conventionally grown produce.

The findings don’t mean that any of the
produce is unsafe. The residues are sel-
dom even close to the limits set by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Much of the residues found in organic
crops were of organochlorine pesticides,
chemicals including DDT and chlordane
that plants can soak up from the soil
decades after the products were used.
Other chemicals could have been applied
to the crops improperly or drifted onto the
organic fields from adjacent farms, the
scientists said.

One sample of organic peaches con-
tained 3.3 parts per million of the pesticide

phosmet, suggesting the crop was sprayed
shortly before harvest, the study said.

Although organic crops account for
just 2 percent of U.S. fruit and vegetable
acreage, the industry has been growing
rapidly. Sales of organic foods reached
$7.8 billion in 2000, a 20 percent increase
from the year earlier, according to
Packaged Facts, a market research firm.

The study was based on sampling by
the Agriculture Department and the state
of California as well as by the scientists
themselves. It did not take into account
the many special pesticides that are
approved for organic crops, including sul-
fur and bacteria sprays.

The Agriculture Department data that
were examined in the Consumers Union
study showed residues on seven of 30
samples of organic fruit, and 22 of 97 sam-
ples of organic vegetables, or 23 percent
of the total organic produce tested. Nine of
19 samples of organic spinach had pesti-
cide traces, and four of 18 carrot samples.

By comparison, pesticides were found
on 73 percent of the 26,571 samples of
conventional foods that were tested.

When the organochlorine chemicals
were excluded from the analysis of organ-
ic foods, 13 percent showed positive for
conventional pesticides.

One-fourth of organic produce
contains pesticides, study finds



BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — A new kind of
cell phone pollution — and this one is
silent.

Within three years, Americans will
discard about 130 million cellular tele-
phones a year, and that means 65,000
tons of trash, including toxic metals
and other health hazards, a study says.

“Because these devices are so
small, their environmental impacts
might appear to be minimal,” says
Bette Fishbein, a researcher at Inform,
an environmental research organiza-
tion, who wrote the report.

But, she says, the growth in cell
phone use has been so rapid and enor-
mous “that the environmental and pub-
lic health impacts of the waste they
create are a significant concern.”

There are more than 135 million
people now registered as users of cell
phones and the number is growing,
according to the Cellular
Telecommunications and Internet
Association, the industry’s trade group.

The study by Inform said that on
average a cellular telephone is kept only
18 months and in many cases thrown
into a closet or drawer and finally dis-
carded with the household garbage.

By 2005, there will be at least 200
million cell phones in use across the
country and another 500 million older

phones may be stockpiled in drawers,
closets and elsewhere, waiting to be
thrown away, the report estimates,
based on expected market growth and
cell phone purchases in recent years.

Cell phones, along with other
“wireless waste” from increasingly
popular pagers, pocket PCs and music
players, pose special problems at land-
fills or when they’re burned in munic-
ipal waste incinerators because they
have toxic chemicals in batteries and
other components, said the report.

These include persistent toxins that
accumulate in the environment, includ-
ing arsenic, antimony, beryllium, cad-
mium, copper, lead, nickel and zinc,
said the report. These toxins have been
associated with cancer and neurologi-
cal disorders, especially in children.

The report urges the industry to take
measures to reduce the amount of cell
phones that are thrown away by devel-
oping “take-back” programs so phones
and batteries can be recycled and adopt
industrywide technical and design
standards so phones are not thrown
away after a user switches services.

The report said a number of states
including California, Massachusetts
and Minnesota are considering legisla-
tion that would make manufacturers
pay the cost of managing the waste
from electronic products, including
cell phones.
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BY JEANNINE AVERSA
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Federal
Reserve left a key interest rate unchanged
Tuesday, allowing Americans to continue to
take advantage of some of the lowest bor-
rowing costs in four decades.

That would give consumers an incentive
to keep on spending, and businesses might
be motivated to step up investment in new
equipment and plants. Both are crucial
ingredients to help along the budding eco-
nomic recovery.

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan and his colleagues held the fed-
eral funds rate — the interest that banks
charge each other on overnight loans — at
1.75 percent, the lowest level in 40 years. It
marked the third consecutive Fed meeting
this year that policy-makers decided to hold

rates steady.
The decision means the prime lending rate

— a benchmark for many consumer and busi-
ness loans — will remain at 4.75 percent, the
lowest level since November 1965.

Stocks held on to their gains after the
Fed’s announcement, rebounding from
Monday’s sell-off. A quarter-hour after the
Fed decision was announced, the Dow
Jones industrial average was up 71 points
and the Nasdaq index was up 5 points.

Economic growth has been receiving a
“considerable upward impetus” from slow-
er inventory liquidation by businesses, the
Fed said.

However, the degree of the strengthen-
ing in demand by businesses and con-
sumers in the coming quarters “is still
uncertain,” the Fed said in a statement
explaining its decision.

The Fed’s decision to leave rates alone

Federal Reserve leaves key interest rate unchanged
comes as the economic recovery, which
started out at a sprinter’s pace, appears
to be slowing to a jog.

The economy broke out of the dol-
drums in the first quarter, growing at an
annual rate of 5.8 percent, its strongest
performance in more than two years
and confirmation that last year’s reces-
sion is history. Much of that growth
reflected slower inventory liquidation
by businesses.

However, many economists believe
the economy is growing at a more moder-
ate rate of 3 percent to 3.5 percent in the
current quarter. Recent economic reports
that showed a slower growth in manufac-
turing, weaker home sales and construc-
tion activity and higher unemployment
are consistent with that forecast.

Even with the rebound slowing,
economists said they weren’t worried
that the economy might backslide into a
downturn, a “double-dip” recession.

Since the recovery has been spotty
and inflation remains under control
except for a burst of recent energy price
increases, economists expect the Fed to
wait at least until August or September
to begin raising interest rates.

Just two months ago, many econo-
mists, buoyed by forecasts of a sizzling
first-quarter growth, were predicting the

Fed’s first rate increase could come as
early as May.

Greenspan recently indicated that the
Fed is in no rush to raise interest rates.
That means borrowers will have more
time to take advantage of low-cost
financing, but savers will have to con-
tinue to deal with measly returns.

Even though the economy is on the
mend, the healing process can be
painful.

The nation’s unemployment rate shot
up to a nearly eight-year high of 6 per-
cent in April and is expected to climb to
as high as 6.5 percent.

Making sure that the American shop-
per, whose spending accounts for two-
thirds of all economic activity in the
United States, doesn’t get spooked by
rising unemployment is a key worry.
Low interest rates may be the tonic,
even if a psychological one, to persuade
consumers to keep their pocketbooks
and wallets open, analysts said.

Companies whose battered revenues
and profits still suffer lingering effects
from last year’s recession are worried
about the recovery’s staying power and
are reluctant to hire workers back, crank
up spending and make other big com-
mitments until they are convinced the
turnaround is for real.

Discarded cell phones
pose threat of pollution

higher selves!”
At Helder’s family home an hour’s

drive southeast of Minneapolis, his
father, Cameron, read a statement urg-
ing his son to call home.

“I really want you to know that
Luke is not a dangerous person,” he
said. “I think he’s just trying to make a
statement about the way our govern-

ment is run. I think Luke wants people
to listen to his ideas, and not enough
people are hearing him, and he thinks
this may help.”

He added: “Luke, you need to talk to
someone. Please don’t hurt anyone else.
It’s time to talk. You have the attention
you wanted. Luke, we love you very
much. We want you home safe.”

BY SCOTT SONNER
Associated Press Writer

RENO, Nev. — A 21-year-old college
student was charged Tuesday in connection
with the five-state string of mailbox pipe
bombs after he was arrested on a windswept
highway following a manhunt that stretched
across half the country.

Luke J. Helder of Pine Island, Minn., was
captured after dropping a gun out his car
window, the FBI said. A bomb squad was
called to check the vehicle for explosives.

Helder was stopped more than 1,500
miles from the Illinois communities where
some of the first bombs and their telltale
anti-government notes were found. The ter-
rorism spree alarmed thousands of rural
Americans and raised fresh concern about
the safety of the mail in the wake of last
fall’s deadly anthrax outbreak.

Residents in several states were asked to
leave open their roadside mailboxes to give
nervous letter carriers a clear look inside.

After Helder’s license plate and car
description were broadcast nationwide
Tuesday, a motorist on Interstate 80 spotted
Helder’s westbound vehicle and tipped off
authorities. He was pulled over after a 40-
mile chase that reached 100 mph.

“The FBI contacted him on his cell phone
and started negotiations with him, and asked
us to back off,” said Major Rick Bradley of
the Nevada Highway Patrol. “Then he
slowed down.”

FBI agent Terry Hulse said Helder tele-
phoned his parents during the chase and was
patched through to an FBI negotiator. He
said Helder stayed on the phone with the
FBI after pulling over and volunteered to
surrender if he was not harmed.

“He requested not to be tackled,”
Trooper Alan Davidson said. “He surren-
dered the gun and was taken into custody
without incident.”

Helder, who was expected to be jailed in
Reno, was charged by federal prosecutors in
Iowa with using an explosive to maliciously
destroy property affecting interstate com-
merce and using a destructive device to
commit a crime of violence. The charges
carry penalties of up to life in prison and
fines of $250,000.

Specifically, U.S. Attorney Charles W.
Larson said Helder was responsible for the
cuts and shrapnel wounds suffered Friday by
Delores Werling, 70, of Tipton, Iowa. Other
charges were expected.

The capture came just eight hours after

the FBI issued an all-points bulletin for
Helder and said it wanted to question him
about the 18 pipe bombs found since Friday.
His father, at the family’s home in
Minnesota, also pleaded with Helder:
“Please don’t hurt anyone else. ... You have
the attention you wanted.”

Six people — four letter carriers and two
residents — were wounded by bombs left in
mailboxes in Illinois and Iowa. Twelve other
bombs found in Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado
and Texas did not explode.

Most of the bombs were accompanied by
anti-government propaganda warning that
more “attention getters” were on the way.

FBI agent Jim Bogner in Omaha, where
the investigation is centered, refused to say
how Helder had become part of the case.

But Tuesday, a college newspaper in
Wisconsin said it gave the FBI a seven-page
letter that was received over the weekend
and signed with Helder’s name. The letter
was postmarked in Omaha on Friday — the
day the first eight bombs were found, in
Iowa and Illinois, and a day before eight
more bombs turned up in Nebraska.

The letter’s first page is identical to the
anti-government notes found with the
bombs. The letter also said, in part: “I will
die/change in the end for this, but that’s ok,
hahaha paradise awaits!

“I’m dismissing a few individuals from
reality, to change all of you for the better,
surely you can understand my logic. See you
all in 2011 (or sooner). Now go find your

Student charged in mailbox
bombings after Nevada arrest

Bill Ross/The Denver Post
A member of a bomb disposal team,
left, holds a plastic bag with the re-
mains of a pipebomb after it was 
disarmed on Tuesday in Salida, Colo.
The bomb had been discovered Monday
in a resident’s mailbox in Salida,
according to authorities.
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Detained

By The Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal — Nepal is slash-
ing prices at Mount Everest to draw more
climbers.

A solo climber will now pay $25,000 to
scale the world’s highest peak. That’s
$45,000 off the earlier expedition fee,
$70,000.

“We have to compete with Tibet, China,
India and Pakistan to attract climbers,”
Shankar Koirala, a senior tourism official,
said Tuesday.

A two-member team can climb the
29,035-foot peak by doling out $40,000. The
fee increases to $48,000 for a team of three,
$56,000 for four and $60,000 for five.

A seven-member expedition pays $70,000
on the normal route; any additional member
will pay another $10,000, the tourism and
civil aviation ministry said.

For the first time, the Himalayan king-
dom is allowing expeditions year-round.
Earlier climbers were limited to eight
months of the year.

But the government says it will also
charge climbers a clean-up fee ranging from
$500 to $5,000. Some climbers have com-
plained about the litter their precursors leave
behind.

Expeditions will be charged a five percent
advance fee for obtaining permits in the case
of Everest and 10 percent on other peaks.

“Previously, some would take permits and
not show up, thus blocking others,” said
Shyam Kuinkel, a mountaineering official.

A climbing permit would be valid for 75
days only on Everest.

The new rules ban anyone below 16 years
of age from climbing Mt. Everest. The ban
came after two boys, Temba Chhiri Sherpa
and Arabind Timilsina, failed to climb
Everest. Sherpa lost his finger in the attempt.

Nepal accounts for eight of 14 Himalayan
peaks, all of them higher than 26,000 feet.

Nepal scraps old rules, reduces
fees for Himalayan climbers

By The Associated Press

LONDON — One of Queen Elizabeth II’s subjects greeted her in the nude Tuesday,
streaking past the royal car during the monarch’s Golden Jubilee tour.

The young man bared all to the queen and her husband, Prince Philip, as they drove
through the northern England town of Newcastle in their Rolls Royce.

The streaker appeared to pose for photographers before he was pounced on by at least four
police officers who forced him to lie face down on the ground before covering him in coats.

Northumbria police later said the 27-year-old streaker, whom they identified only as an
area resident, had been arrested for allegedly outraging public decency.

The queen, who is on a 15-week Golden Jubilee tour of Britain to mark her 50 years on
the throne, was on her way to unveil a statue of the late Cardinal Basil Hume, a native of
Newcastle.

British monarch greeted by
male streaker in Newcastle

Gadi Kabalo/Associated Press 
Israeli soldiers detain an alleged member of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's

Fatah movement near Gush Katif, an Israeli settlement in the Gaza strip on
Tuesday. Israeli forces arrested two Palestinians they say are responsible for
attacks against the settlement.

BY PAUL HAVEN
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — Wilmot
Wungko was 5 when he and his moth-
er fled Liberia as war erupted around
them. He saw a man get killed before
his eyes. He watched as schools were
burned to the ground.

“I was too young at the time to real-
ly understand what was happening. I
heard the sounds of guns. I saw people
running. I saw people shooting,”
Wungko, now 16, told the U.N.
Security Council on Tuesday. “I was
later told that a war was going on.”

Wungko was one of three children
from conflict zones who addressed the
powerful council a day before the start
of the U.N. children’s summit. The
summit will bring together leaders and
ministers from over 180 countries to
set new goals to improve the health,
education and security of the world’s 2
billion children.

Some 300,000 boys and girls under
the age of 18 — many as young as 7 or
8 — are fighting in conflicts in some
30 countries, said Olara A. Otunnu, the
U.N. special envoy on children and
armed conflict.

Eliza Kantardzic, a 17-year-old
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, said
war destroyed her childhood.

“Everything that you know falls
apart,” she said. “The only thing you
can see is fear and death.”

Kantardzic delivered a message to
the council from the 400-strong
Children’s Forum, a gathering of
young people being held ahead of the
U.N. summit: The only way to protect
children is to stop conflicts before they
start.

“War and politics have always been
an adults game,” said Kantardzic, a
delegate to the forum. “But children
have always been the losers.”

Children are often abducted from
their homes and forced to fight, and
many girls are forced into sexual slavery.

“We must put an end to this abomi-
nation,” Otunnu said.

“For far too long, the use of child
soldiers has been seen as merely regret-
table,” U.N. Secretary-General Kofi

Annan told a panel discussion after the
council meeting. “We are here to
ensure it is recognized as intolerable.”

He said the rights of children should
be a central concern of peace negotia-
tions and peace building.

“Children are our future. To accept
the use of child soldiers in conflict is to
accept the destruction of our future,
one child at a time,” Annan told the
panel on the problem of child soldiers.

The Security Council adopted a
statement condemning “the continued
targeting and use of children in armed
conflicts, including their abduction,
compulsory recruitment, mutilation,
forced displacement, sexual exploita-
tion and abuse.”

It also called for member states to
ratify a protocol which bans children
under the age of 18 from participating
in armed conflicts.

The panel discussion heard com-
ments from a demobilized child soldier
named China who spent 11 years fight-
ing in Uganda, and another child
named Ishmael who became a soldier
in Sierra Leone after his parents were
killed.

“Today, I smile because I am afraid
to cry. What was done to me could
have turned me into a monster,” said
China, who now lives in Denmark.

She appealed to the world commu-
nity to protect children from conflict.
If not, she said, “there will be so many
monsters tomorrow that you’ll ask
yourselves where they all came from.”

Children appeal to U.N.
against horrors of war

“For far too long, the
use of child soldiers 

has been seen as 
merely regrettable.

We are here to ensure 
it is recognized as

intolerable.”

— KOFI ANNAN
U.N. Secretary-General

“We have to compete 
with Tibet, China, India 

and Pakistan to 
attract climbers.”

— SHANKAR KOIRALA
Tourism official

Got 
News?

If you see news happening 
or have something to 

report, call the 
Santa Monica Daily Press 

at our NEW tipline!

Call 310.285.TIPS (8477)
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130 shops & restaurants
just 2 blocks from the beach
on 4th & broadway • 310-394-1049 a macerich company property

handblown glass perfume bottle $9 at 
antiqua 

electric tea kettle $79 at williams-sonoma

monogrammed sterling, heart-shaped,
photo locket $40 at things remembered 

manicure & paraffin treatment $18 at 
nail elite 

summer purse filled with scented body
wash, lotion & cologne $35 at victoria’s
secret 

custom-engraved wooden photo frames 
$18 at bordados 

italian leather wallet $44 at kenneth cole 

mother & daughter journal $16.95 at anti-
qua

dvd set of six of rodgers & hammerstein’s
most famous musicals $119.99 at suncoast
motion picture 

handmade imported fabric purses $100 
at m.cole 

moisturizing spa gloves & cream $75 at
macy’s or robinsons-may 

for more gift ideas, visit us at 
www.santamonicaplace.com 
or stop by guest services on level 2

surprıseher
on mother’s day
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Weak performance still gets CEO $2M bonus
New Management Incentive Structures: Tyson Foods' CEO John Tyson was awarded a

$2.1 million bonus for last year despite a dismal economic performance and a federal
indictment for smuggling in illegal aliens to work at 15 plants in nine states; headquarters
officials said the alien problem must have been 15 individual managers out of control. And
federal government bonuses to its managers increased by 25 percent for the last fiscal year
to an average of $11,000, despite, to put it gently, widely varied agency performances in
meeting goals.
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Are you Piano Teacher, Landscaper or French Tutor? Let people know in our Service Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and promote your service to over 15,000 interested, local clients 

Creative

Advertise your art in the 
Daily Press.  

$1.00 DOLLAR A DAY 
Special rate!

ARTIST SUPPORT project.
Creative people, new meet-
ings in Santa Monica. Not 
12 step. Call (310)452-0851

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more! 
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

Employment

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, full time 
Circulation manager need-
ed immediately. Must have 
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and 
proof of insurance. Must 
be detail oriented, and will-
ing to work early mornings 
(3am to 8am), six days a 
week. Duties include, pick 
up of newspapers, distri-
bution to rack, box and 
drop locations, develop-
ment of new territory, rack 
and box maintenance, dai-
ly communication with of-
fice management of one 
other driver. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

EARLY MORNING delivery.
Newspaper delivery per-
son needed to deliver the 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Must have own vehicle, in-
surance and clean driving 
record. Responsible for 
delivery six days a week,
from 3am to 7am. Must be 
detail oriented, reliable and 
responsible. Good pay.
Call 310-458-7737 x 104.

Find that STELLAR employee 
by running a help wanted ad in 
the only daily newspaper in 
town. Maybe you’ll find some-
one who reads! C’mon, it’s only 
a dollar a day. 310.458.7737

HAIRSTYLIST COME join 
Manu’s friendly team. Booth 
rental or commission. Great in-
centatives. Contact Brenda 
(310)829-2554.

KLOWN RECORDS is seeking 
a high energy, attractive female 
for receptionist/assistant posi-
tion at multi-media music com-
plex in Santa Monica. Must be 
good with people, familiar with 
ive music equipment. Excellent 
Macintosh computer skills. Can 
handle musti-tasking. Hours are 
Mon-Fri 11am-6pm.
$10.00/hour. www.klownre-
cords.com Please call 
(310)581-3400 or fax resume to 
(310)581-3420.

Employment
MALIBU AREA real estate de-
veloper seeks part time, ac-
countant / controller. Quick-
books & Excel a must. Fax re-
sume to (310)317-6764.

For Sale
CREDIT CARD Machine – Also 
does Check Guarantee. Great 
Condition – Under Warranty 
$395.00 310-729-4461 

HEAVY-DUTY, SPEED-CLEAN
washer, Maytag gas dryer, 
king/queen beds, bookcases, 
bicycles, rustic TV armoire.
(310)453-2902.
MONTGOMERY-WARD RE-
FRIGERATOR. 16 cubic feet, 
larger freezer compartment, 
white, good condition. $160.
(310)837-6069.

WHAT ARE you going to 
do with all of that junk 
under your bed?  Get 
some dinero for it! Sell 
it in the Santa Monica 
Daily Press for a buck! 
310.458.7737

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

WIN A $500 ring, up to 50% off 
quality jewelry under $600 
www.jewelrydiscounter.com

Wanted
ISO TLC Generous single white 
male. Over 40. SBF into interra-
cial relationship seeks weekly 
allowance    + private 
room/bath. Prefer a church go-
ing catholic/christian faith.
Westside/any city. (562) 678-
5246

PARKING or SPACE for 
Modern MOTORHOME 
WANTED on vacant land or 
beside residence. With or 
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59.
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848.

For Rent
BEVERLY HILLS $1350.00 2 
bdrm, cat ok, R/S, carpets, 
laundry, parking included.
Westside Rentals, 395-RENT.

BRENTWOOD $1990 2bd/2ba 
condo. Completely renovated.
Fireplace, balcony, pool, securi-
ty bldg. (310)394-8890 

SANTA MONICA $1100.00 2 
bdrm, R/S, carpets, near SMC, 
parking. Westside Rentals, 395-
RENT.

For Rent

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $999.00 to 
$1400.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Promenade area! 
(310)656-0311.

SANTA MONICA $695.00 Stu-
dio, R/S, carpets, utilities includ-
ed. Westside Rentals. 395-
RENT.

W. LOS Angeles $775.00 1 
bdrm,  1 bath, appliances, no 
pets, 10957 National Blvd., 
#B1/2. Unit is located in rear 
behind house.

For Rent
WEST LA $765.00 1 bdrm, car-
pets, large closets, laundry, qui-
et neighborhood, parking in-
cluded. Westside Rentals, 395-
RENT.

Guest Houses
CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin’s! 
Find a sweet guest house in the 
Daily Press.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1150.00 2 
bdrm townhouse. R/S, patio, 
large closets, W/D hook-ups, 
near SMC, parking included.
Westside Rentals, 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $975.00 1 
bdrm duplex, pet ok, carpets, 
quiet neighborhood, parking.
Westside Rentals, 395-RENT.
WEST LA $750.00 1 bdrm, pet 
ok, R/S, carpets, yard. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT.
WESTWOOD $1000.00 Guest 
house, R/S, walk-in closets, can 
be furnished. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT.

Roommates
BEVERLY HILLS $500.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, carpets, A/C, pl, 
laundry. Westside Rentals, 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $450.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, central access, 
laundry, quiet neighborhood, 
parking included. Westside 
Rentals, 395-RENT.

WESTWOOD/WALK TO UCLA 
$450 1 bedroom apartment with 
den, to share. Females prefer-
red. Eddie (310)403-5114.

Commercial Lease
THIRD ST. Promenade Small 
and large office suites available.
Great for entrepreneur or small 
business. Call (310)613-1415.

Massage

DR.-TRAINED MASSEUR.
Totally Pleasing Body-work 
by THOR. Comfortable & Pri-
vate. Ask about special 
rates. (310)829-5386

EXQUISITE MASSAGE 
Enjoy a thoroughly relaxing 
blend of Swedish and Shiatsu.
Out-call available. Janette 
(310)266-9584.

FRENCH MASSEUR Mas-
sage with class. Shiatsu, Oil 
Massage, Acupressure, Rei-
ki. Find Energy & Balance.
In/Out. (310)962-8189.

LICENSED, ORIENTAL thera-
pist. Provide foot herb soaking, 
a full body massage. Treatment 
to doorstep. 626-673-8419.

Massage

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

MASSAGE  EN-
JOY a really great, amazing 
and wonderful full body 
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue and Tantra. (Platonic 
only!) No time limit. Will 
come to you. 24/7  Cute, 
slim, fit, petite mature choc-
olate. 14 years experi-
ence. Dolly’s pager 
(310)236-9627.

POWERFUL, SOOTHING
deep-tissue bodywork. Only 
$38/hr for new clients. Nor-
mally $60/hr. In/out. Paul 
(310)741-1901.

SIX CLIENTS A Day...It’s possi-
ble if you choose to promote 
your rub downs in the Daily 
Press. It’s only a buck a day! 
Call now....(310)458-7737.

VERY FIT 29yr old offers new 
clients stong deep-tissue mas-
sage for only $38/hr. Normally 
$60/hr. In/out. Paul (310)741-
1901.

Announcements

GG  EE TT    UU  PP  !!
GG  EE  TT    OO  UU  TT  !!

AA    DD    VV    EE    RR    TT    II    SS    EE!!
IItt’’ss  oonnllyy  aa  bbuucckk!!

������������������������
NEW YORK Sports Bar & Grill 
New to area! Come cheer on 
the Lakers! Open daily 10am-
12pm. 2419 W. Manchester 
Blvd., Englewood, (323)565-
2835.

PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect need’s volunteer’s for 
events that honor our heros.
(310)899-3888  pro.se@adel-
phia.net
VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council!  Our Residents, 
Businesses,  Schools must 
come first!

Services
3 FREE Hours!

Quick Books and Excel.
4000+ hours Experience.
Setup/Clean up/Training.

quikcel@earthlink.net

GARDEN CONSULTANT 
Add thousands $$$ to prop-
erty value by enhancing curb 
appeal. References.
Mary Kay Gordon (310)264-
0272.

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE! Profes-
sional Personal Assistance.
Let me take care of your per-
sonal and business needs so 
you can go play! (310) 452-
4310 STRONG REFER-
ENCES! Reasonable rates!

FAMILY HEALTH benefits
$49.99/month. By law, every-
one is accepted. Free informa-
tion: (310)-281-1920.

GOT COURAGE? Support for
entrepreneur, public speaking
and independent counseling
www.solsuccess.com (310)581-
2655.

HOUSE CLEANING - Available
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S 
GRADES/SAT'S. Certified 
LAUSD teacher offering tu-
toring service. Elementary & 
Secondary students. 310-
449-6672.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT, care-
giver, companion, housekeeper
European student, social work
education experience. Can
teach computer. (213)382-
0684.

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

WEB DESIGN Businesses in
need of website guidance cal
(310)428-4869 for information
Ask about available discounts.

Yard Sales

MOVING SALE! Saturday, May
11, 9am-3pm. Household items
books, games, clothes. 937
18th Street.

Attention Santa
Monica Landlords

and Property
Managers:

Call 310-485-7737 to hear
about the 

Santa Monica 
Daily Press Classifieds

Rental Special!
Get your rentals maximum
exposure by listing them in
the only daily classifieds in

town!

Only $1 a day!

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 ext.101

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-453-1736

RREENNTTAALLSS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA
933 5th St. #3 $795

Lower Single, Full Kitchen,
Laundry Room, Freshly Painted

2325 Kansas #4 $1000
Lower 1 Bed, Large Kitchen,

New Blinds, Pool, Laundry Room

1128 10th St. #4 $1100
Lower 1 Bed, New Carpet &

Blinds, Balcony, Laundry Room,
Street Parking

143 Hollister $1150 & $1790
Single & 1 Bedroom, Steps to

Beach, Hardwood Floors

139 Hollister #2 & #6 
$1300 & $1350

1 Bed, Hardwood Floors, 
Steps to Beach

1111 17th St. #F $1350
Upper 1 Bed, Bright Unit,

Garage, Balcony, Dishwasher

117 Strand #8 $1350
Upper 1 Bed, 1/2 Block to

Beach, Completely Remodeled

1231 12th St. $1450
2 Bed, Front Unit, Parking, Stove,

Laundry Room, Fresh Paint

WWLLAA//BBRREENNTTWWOOOODD
10910 S.M. Blvd. $7C, WLA $900

Upper 1 Bed, New Carpet, 
Fridge & Stove, Parking

649 S. Barrington #204 BW $1250
Upper 1 Bed, Pool, Remodeled, New

Carpets, Blinds, Tile & Appliances

11698 Montana #3 BW $1450
Lower 2 Bed, 2 Bath, New Carpet,

New Bath Floor, 2 Parking

12018 Marine WLA $3150
House, 3 Bed, 2 Bath, Yard, 
2 Car Garage, 1800 sq. ft.

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.
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DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Sandwich

with Soup or Salad

$6.99

222 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica
310.829.7829

Watch All NBA Playoffs 

1776 Westwood
Los Angeles

310.470.2499

DDiinnee  IInn  • TToo  GGoo  • DDeelliivveerryy

Cuts
Color

Cosmetics

© Salon Vivace 2002 Other locations: Toronto, Newport News, Virginia Beach, Pittsburgh

Salon Vivace–Santa Monica  
Santa Monica Place Mall

310 260-0123 

Salon Vivace–LA
Del Amo Fashion Center

310 370-7007

LOCATED IN THE 4 STAR ★ ★ ★ ★

A JW MARRIOTT BEACH HOTEL AND SPA
SANTA MONICA

1740  OCEAN AVENUE

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  310 -395 -9700  EXT:  6058

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

Lobster Weekend
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

5PM-closing
featuring:

11/2 Pound Maine Lobster Dinner
$19.95

Call for reservations

(310) 395-9700
Ext. 6058

Make your reservations
for Mother’s Day

NOW!

BY ANGIE WAGNER
Associated Press Writer

BLUE DIAMOND, Nev. — Las Vegas might be the
marriage capital of the world, but people in this tiny ham-
let a few miles away have a distinction of their own —
divorce capital of Nevada.

Blue Diamond — a place where wild burros and hors-
es munch on lawn grass and wander in the streets — has
a divorce rate of 35 percent, the highest in the state,
according to new 2000 U.S. Census Bureau figures
released Tuesday.

The state’s divorce rate is 14 percent, same as in Las
Vegas. The Reno area, which historically had billed itself
as the state’s divorce capital, only showed a rate of 15
percent. Nationally the divorce rate is just about 10 per-
cent.

People in Blue Diamond can’t seem to make sense of
the numbers. Everyone librarian Nina Mata knows is
married. She is too, for 16 years no less.

“That seems really high,” she says, shaking her head.
“If anything it’s more of a nurturing community.”

Mineral County in west-central Nevada has the high-
est percentage of divorced people with nearly two of
every 10 residents having opted to end their marriages.
The divorce rate jumped to 19 percent from 12.4 percent
in the past decade, census figures show.

“They’re part of the area that’s been having a declin-
ing economy because of the mining bust,” says state
demographer Jeff Hardcastle. “That economic pressure
tends to put pressure on families and drive people toward
splitting up.”

At 9 percent, Lincoln County north of Las Vegas has
the lowest percentage of divorced people.

The 2000 Census also found that 25 percent of
Nevadans have never married, with Clark and Washoe
counties home to the highest percentage of never mar-
rieds, each at 26 percent. Percentage wise, Pershing
County has the lowest number of people who never mar-
ried — 15 percent — and also the highest number of mar-

ried people at 66 percent.
Only 266 residents older than age 15 live in Blue

Diamond, a quiet community about 23 miles southwest
of Las Vegas and nestled near the entrance of the Red
Rock Canyon National Conservation Area.

Here in what residents call “the village,” the horse
droppings are shoveled to the side of the road and the

Beer Garden gets hopping on Saturday nights with live
music.

A sign on the way into town announces the city’s sta-
tistics: “Welcome to Blue Diamond. Population low.
Elevation high. Burros?”

“The people that are attracted to that lifestyle, maybe
they tend to be people that are divorced and want to just
get away from everything,” Hardcastle says.

Down at the Village Market, Karen Harrison, 51, is
going on her 20th wedding anniversary. She’s been
divorced once. “The people I know have been married
forever!”

Bill Dahlquist, pastor of the Blue Diamond
Foursquare Church, thinks he knows the reason so many
divorced people call Blue Diamond home. “It’s a good
hideaway.”

Then, he adds, “Most people in the village don’t go to
church.”

Back at the library, Pat VanBetten, married for 42
years, pops in to chat.

“It’s a nice place to live,” she says. “I could see why
divorced people would be attracted to it.”

Not far from marriage capital, town has divorce title

By The Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Dig out the waders:
There’s a fish out there worth $1 million to the angler
who reels it in.

In a contest to promote its Busch brand of beer,
Anheuser-Busch Inc. has tagged 40 fish and placed one
into each of 40 bodies of water around the United States.

A $1 million grand-prize tag has been attached to one
of the fish, named Big Jake. The remaining 39 have

been tagged for secondary prizes of $1,000.
The second-annual “Catch Big Jake” contest started

Saturday and runs through June 4. It is supported by the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, a nonprofit
organization that was created to help conserve and man-
age fish, wildlife and plant resources and their habitats.

An angler who lands a tagged fish will be directed to
call a special telephone number and find out whether it’s
Big Jake.

Anheuser-Busch holding angler contest
with ‘Big Jake’ for $1M grand prize

“It’s a nice place to live. I could see
why divorced people would be

attracted to it.”

— PAT VANBETTEN
Blue Diamond resident


