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ﬁ' NEWS OF THE WEIRD
W BY CHUCK SHEPARD

A jury in Nacogdoches, Texas, convicted
Jerry Don Hartless in January of killing
his former best friend, Billy Bob Wallace,
during a group drinking bout one night
along the Angelina River. According to
testimony, Hartless believed that
Wallace had stolen his boat motor but
couldn’t prove it. Then, that night, the
group discussed a recent Jerry Springer
show featuring a black man claiming to
be a member of the Ku Klux Klan, and
the alcohol-fueled Hartless insinuated
that Wallace’s girlfriend, who was there,
craved sex with black men. (All the
drinking group were white.) When
Wallace objected, Hartless shot him. A
witness to the shooting was Wallace’s
adult son, Wild Bill Wallace (which is his
actual birth name).

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 126th day of 2005.
There are 239 days left in the year.

On May 6, 1937, the hydrogen-filled
German dirigible “Hindenburg” burned
and crashed in Lakehurst, N.J., Killing
35 of the 97 people on board and a
Navy crewman on the ground.

In 1996, the body of former CIA director
William E. Colby was found washed up
on a riverbank in southern Maryland,
eight days after he’d disappeared.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

“Give me the luxuries of life and | will
willingly do without the necessities.”

FRANK LLoYD WRIGHT
AMERICAN ARCHITECT (1869-1959)
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Fabian Lewkowicz/Special to the Daily Press
An Incan dancer performs a tribal dance at Santa Monica College’s Cinco de Mayo Festival on Thursday.

Escaped mnmate was considered ‘low risk’

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — The man
suspected of kidnapping a Santa
Monica woman twice last year
remains at large after he escaped
police custody on Tuesday.

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
deputies are looking for Alfonzo
Fitzgerald Taylor, 41, who walked
away from the Clara Shortridge
Foltz Criminal Justice Center the
day before his jury trial was set to
begin on charges of receiving
stolen property and unlawful dri-
ving or taking of a vehicle.

Taylor also
was awaiting trial
on seven felony
counts relating to
two separate kid-
nappings of a
Sunset Park

ALFONZO woman last fall.
FITZZGERALD On two occa-
TAYLOR sions — Oct. 18

and Nov. 4 —
Taylor allegedly stole from and
threatened an elderly woman who
lives in the 1000 block of Bay
Street with a syringe and screw-
driver. He also allegedly threat-
ened to burn down her house.

Taylor appeared in court on
Tuesday for a pre-trial conference
for a jury trial that was set to begin
on Wednesday for allegedly steal-
ing a car in Las Vegas and resist-
ing a police officer, among other
charges.

Sheriff Lee Baca said employee
slip-ups allowed Taylor to slip
away from the criminal courts
building.

Despite that Taylor had pend-
ing felony charges, and that he has
attempted to escape custody
before, the sheriff’s department

See ESCAPE, page 5

Woman killed by Big Blue Bus 1s 1dentified

By Daily Press staff

The woman killed after being
run over by a Big Blue Bus a week
ago has been identified.

Maria Carrera, 47, of Los
Angeles, died Friday, April 29, of
trauma as a result of the accident.
Apparently, the bus’ right rear
wheel crushed Carrera as she
attempted to cross Ocean Avenue

Jacquie Banks

on foot.

At about 7:55 a.m. on April 29,
the bus was driving westbound on
Pico Boulevard and had stopped for
a red light at Ocean Avenue. When
the traffic signal for westbound traf-
fic turned green, the bus waited for
a pedestrian to cross Ocean Avenue
to the west. After that pedestrian
had crossed, the bus made a right
turn and struck Carrera, also

attempting to cross Ocean Avenue.

Carrera was transported to a
UCLA-Westwood Medical
Center, where she later died. The
driver was released at the scene
and is currently taking time off,
according to Big Blue Bus
spokesman Joe Stitcher. The bus
company isn’t releasing the name
of the driver because the investi-
gation is ongoing.

Officials
keep eye
on city

planners

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Elected officials
reviewing Santa Monica’s Civic
Center plan are seeing to it
promises are kept to the public for
open space, affordable housing
and moderate-sized buildings dur-
ing the design process.

The Civic Center working
group met on Tuesday to discuss
the Civic Center specific plan,
which in coming years, will shape
the future of Santa Monica’s gov-
ernment complex and some near-
by mixed-use facilities. Topics of
discussion included Second Street
alignment, the appropriate place-
ment and size of city service
buildings, and the proportion and
heights of housing units to be
located along Ocean Avenue.

The Civic Center working
group is being advised by Roma
Designs, a San Francisco-based
consultant assigned by the city to
help with the plan, which will ulti-

See CIVIC CENTER, page 4

File Photo
Elected officials are keeping a wary eye
on Civic Center site planners, ensuring
promises to the public are kept.

UNFILED TAXES?

BACK OR

ALL FORMS e ALL TYPES * ALL STATES |

r:f’/‘f%:‘iéé’/-irﬂ '
Y -

+ CREPES # COFFEE + S0UPS + SALADS #

310.586.0342

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310) 395-9922
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

(7ZDOLDWELL BANKER
/ Previcws

7 ittt

Your local Realtor since 1987

www.crepesompany.com  + Telephane: (M0)395-1128




Page 2 0 Friday, May 6, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

DIAMONDS FOR

Ja

&

SHOP WHERE THEY KNOW YOUR NAME

e
-
L]

Visit us today and see the difference family makes.

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 ¢ www.readersjewelers.com

Eddic Guerboian

PATIO 4 LESS

711 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica (3107 450-6080

Urrmerr il | o sl mnerd W bt vl Shos 0 iitsi Smtess

b clBestionkt helGeachlsinc el S 9 5y

Santa Monica Beach

Tower &

AM & FM Sessions Avalable
Weekly Mtine 27 to September 2

& Cenp

Ginls & Boys Age 9-15

Surf 1o the maz! Exclusive BeachSporis
Surl Camp afers surling,. paddhng
conditicning, and beach and ocean safety
A i e AT e Faimuet

BeachSports Surf & Beach Camps

SFLLING

UNSET
AR

Al

ire Bivd
Caid, 80403

- Jrschigke AFSETYE LT
WWW SETEmNICAN0USEs com

P e

What you want, Aries

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* k% kx-Dynamic k**k-Positive *kk-Average **-So0-so k-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % %% Sometimes you have to repeat
conversations, actions or decisions. At the
moment, consider that you will have to repeat
what you do today. You also might not want to
get caught up in the middle of a discussion.
Tonight: Do only what you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
@ %% Slow down and say very little. Your
ability to read between the lines could impact
your decisions. A partner will help you out if you
ask. Let this person take the lead. Know when to
cut out and take some time off. Tonight: You get
a second wind.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% Follow through on meetings.
Network to your heart’s content. Nothing is
carved in stone. You will discover that jovial chat-
ter and laughter surround you. Don’t make major
decisions just yet. Tonight: Do your Friday night
thing.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% Take into consideration that others
might not be in the same head space as you. As
a result, you could wind up finishing off what
someone else leaves. Your follow-through,
though an excellent quality, might not be all that
is needed. Tonight: Where your friends are.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% %% Take a broad view of what hap-
pens today. You still might not be able to read
between the lines of a situation. Understand what
needs to happen in order to loosen things up.
Realize that often you don’t have all the answers.
Tonight: Expect to be out late.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

R K%k k Work with a family member or
close associate. You might want to check out dif-
ferent investment strategies. Understand your
limits with money-related matters. Know when to
jump ship, but don’t do so today. Tonight: Listen
to great music.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

%% %% Others dominate, and you see
another side of people. Though you might not
want to act or react to what goes down, you’ll
gain a new perspective. Review others’ mandates
carefully. You don’t have all the answers. Tonight:
Go along with others’ requests.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

& *** Clear out as much of your to-do list
as possible. You could be overwhelmed by what
is going on with a money matter. Clearly, what
you thought was happening isn’t. Don’t get upset.
You will handle the situation later. Tonight: Go
along with another’s plans.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

N2 * k%% You have a lot more energy
than many around you. Your ability to detach and
not get plugged in makes a big difference.
Visualize much more of what you desire, making
this process the first step to what you want.
Tonight: Out in the middle of the action.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

W2® k% Get down to basics. You will want
to listen more often to a family member. He or
she helps you get out of the doldrums and see sit-
uations more clearly. Finish up any projects or
errands by late afternoon. Tonight: Let the kid in
you out again.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Talk and get feedback, espe-
cially if you have a key project in mind. Not every-
thing will work out as you think right now.
Prioritize where you want to put your attention. A
lot happens quickly. Tonight: Enjoy a quiet
evening.

@ PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)
Zj %% % Handle your finances before they

handle you. You might want to be more cautious
about spending. You don’t have a preview of the
near future. Remember, there are always rainy
days. Prepare and think ahead. Tonight: Out and
about.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Learn from the master

By Daily Press staff

Interested in mastering your voice?

Learn from the master: Arthur Lessac, one of the world’s foremost teachers of
voice, speech, singing and movement, will give a master class at 7 p.m., Thursday,
May 12 at the Hangar Stage, located at SMC’s Airport Campus, 2800 Airport Ave.
Master classes are free and open to the public, and seating is on a first-arrival basis.

“The Use and Training of the Human Voice” is the fourth in the new Master
Class Series sponsored by SMC'’s theatre arts department and the SMC Associates,
a private organization that funds speakers and special programs on campus.

Lessac is the author of such books as “The Use and Training of the Human
Voice: A Bio Dynamic Approach to Vocal Life” and “Body Wisdom: The Use and
Training of the Human Body.” For information, call (310) 434-4319.

Scholarly achievement at Crossroads

By Daily Press staff

Micah Levin, a graduating senior at Crossroads High School, is a semifinalist in
the 2005 Presidential Scholars Program.

Levin is one of among approximately 550 semifinalists, selected from more than
2,700 candidates on the basis of superior achievements, leadership qualities, per-
sonal character, and involvement in community and school activities.

Final selection of the scholars will be made by the Commission on Presidential
Scholars, a group appointed by the president. The winner will be announced this
month. The commission will select one male and one female student from each
state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and U.S. students living abroad.

Scholars will be invited to Washington, D.C. in June to receive the Presidential
Scholars medallion at a recognition ceremony and to participate in various activities
and events held in their honor.

The semifinalists were selected as candidates for their exceptional performance on
the SAT or ACT assessment, as well as a review of their student essays, self-assess-
ments, description of activities, school recommendations and school transcripts.

Make hearts heat

By Daily Press staff

Now is your chance to learn how to save a life. This month, Dr. Bernie Harris will
be hosting a Red Cross approved CPR training class. The class and CPR certificate are
free of charge. All those ages 16 and up are invited to attend. The class will be held
at the Santa Monica Airport.

To find out more and make reservations, call (310) 393-7758.

A meal for those who feed many

By Daily Press staff

Hundreds of volunteers will be honored over breakfast for delivering 150,000
meals to area homes in the past year.

Meals on Wheels’ 400 volunteers will be fed breakfast at the Sheraton Delfina
Hotel. Speakers at the breakfast will include Santa Monica City Council member
Ken Genser, Santa Monica Police Chief James Butts, Jr. and Lauralee Asch from
the SMPD’s community relations.

Meals on Wheels West has been in the business of delivering meals to people in
Santa Monica, Malibu, Pacific Palisades and Topanga who are unable to leave their
homes since 1974. Meals on Wheels West is dedicated to nourishing the lives of the
homebound and other people in need by delivering services that promote indepen-
dent living.

The breakfast will take place Monday, May 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. The
Sheraton Delfina Hotel is located at 530 W. Pico Blvd. For information, call (310)
394-7558 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

CASH ADVANCE - TODAY!

FREE Starbucks gifteard!
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(s SURF REPORT

Afternoon onshores are expected to reach 8-12 mph, and
then the weekend sees a wee bit stronger onshore flow, but

without the southerly element.

Friday and on into Saturday is when our next SW swell is
due. Friday will likely only see waist-high surf from this
system as it builds along the coast, but then size increases
on Saturday. Note that conditions are quite questionable on
Friday as we recuperate from this passing storm.

Today the
water Is:

61°

Write us at alex@smdp.com

and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDES
Morning  Height Evening
10:02 -0.4 9:24
SUNDAY 11:10 -04  11:20
MONDAY NA  NA 12:05
TUESDAY 127372 Al 12:49
WEDNESDAY  1:28 1.1 1:28
THURSDAY 215 04 2:02
FRIDAY 2:40 0.6 2:32

=
SATURDAY

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

HIGH TIDES
Morning Height  Evening Height

IS/y/[=7/ 44
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% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
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A national survey conducted last
week asked Americans what they would
discuss with President George W. Bush
if they had 15 minutes to talk to him.
The top issue was Iraq, followed by
Social Security and health care.

This week, Q-Line asks, “If you had
15 minutes with President Bush, what

would you ask him, say to him and
discuss with him?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at
5 p.m. and we’ll print your responses in
the weekend edition. Please try to limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Since 1967

Quality & Valug Hiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“All that | am | owe
to my mother”

— John Quincy Adams
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LOCAL

Group looks to keep Civic Center on track

CIVIC CENTER, from page 1

mately be brought before the City Council
for final approval.

The plan focuses on the area from Pico
Boulevard north to Colorado Avenue, and
from Ocean Avenue east to Fourth Street.
While City Hall, the County Courthouse,
Civic Center, the new RAND Corp. build-
ing and some existing structures along
Ocean Avenue are to remain put, Main
Street will eventually cut northwest where
it intersects with Olympic Drive and con-
nect to Second Street at Colorado Avenue.

In order to make this happen, a new,
stronger bridge will be built across the Santa
Monica Freeway, and the old Main Street
bridge will remain as a pedestrian/bike path
connecting some traffic toward the Third
Street Promenade, according to design
schemes. In addition, the old RAND build-
ing, adjacent to City Hall, will be demol-
ished in the interests of achieving several
acres of open space and views of the ocean.

Civic Center working groups members
— comprised of City Councilmen and
boards and commission members —
agreed to the Second Street re-alignment
on the conditions that a new bridge over
the freeway was necessary, the trape-
zoidal curvature was aesthetically pleas-
ing and more space was opened up in
front of City Hall.

“Not all of London is at right angles,
and it is one of the most amazing cities,
architecturally speaking,” said Kevin

INFINITI

Infiniti Sedans

McKeown, a Civic Center working group
member, advocating that cutting Main
Street at an angle would not necessarily
have a displeasing effect.

Boris Dramov, leading the project for
Roma, said that in order to provide City
Hall with the additional 60,000 square
feet of office space the city has requested,
he recommended the placement of two
new city service buildings in the Civic
Center site. One would be a 35,000-
square foot facility directly in front of
City Hall, occupying some of the space of
the old RAND building site. The other
would be a 25,000-square foot building
immediately northwest of City Hall.

Some members of the Civic Center
working group said they were dismayed
by the prospect of a city service building
being placed in front of City Hall, since it
would likely detract from the ocean view
and park space planners hoped the new
site would entail.

However, McKeown acknowledged
that additional space for city staff was not
only necessary, but would free up taxpay-
er money going towards rent to pay for
city office space in Santa Monica, since
the land for the proposed city service
building site is owned by the city.

The Civic Center working group
agreed to continue with plans for the
35,000-square foot building site, but
urged designers to maximize use of the
smaller and larger city services site to
minimize the obstruction of views.

“We have been doing art here for a hundred years,
and we want to still keep doing it here, but the real
estate prices and dot.com boom have made it difficult
for artists to find affordable space to live and work.”

GREG SPOTTS
Civic Center working group member

The Civic Center working group mem-
bers contested the height requirements for
three housing sites to be located in the
Civic Center’s Village District, adjacent
to the new RAND Corp. building along
Ocean Avenue and part of Olympic.

Appropriate height limits for the site
varied in the discussion. Group members
discussed impacts to development and
aesthetic potential for buildings between
56, 86 and 120 feet.

Group members decided to require the
lowest height — 56 feet — for a majority
of the buildings, while allowing buildings
to be slightly higher than that near exist-
ing taller buildings, such as the Viceroy
Hotel on Ocean Avenue, which was said
to be 85 to 90 feet.

Group members urged the developers
to be more creative in their approach to
the housing units, asking they provide a
maximum of 325 units, as per the plan,
within the 56-foot limit.

While wanting to minimize the build-
ing heights for optimum views, some
group members also wanted assurances
from developers that they were aware
there were to be an appropriate number of
affordable family housing units and
affordable living work areas for artists,
both of which have also been requested in
the Civic Center plan.

Civic Center working group member
Greg Spotts emphasized the need for
affordable housing and affordable living
and working areas for artists, which are
supposed to be addressed in the plan as
the design scheme unfolds.

“We have been doing art here for a
hundred years, and we want to still keep
doing it here, but the real estate prices and
dot.com boom have made it difficult for
artists to find affordable space to live and
work (in Santa Monica),” Spotts said. “I
feel the time has come to take up this
issue.”

HUGE SELECTION,
FANTASTIC SERVICE
AND GREAT VALUE
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Dealerin
Los Angeles
County’
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Infiniti FX35
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900 Santa Monica Boulevard
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Infiniti FX45
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LOCAL

Series of errors being blamed
for allowing inmate to escape

ESCAPE, from page 1

had classified him as a low-risk security inmate at the
Northern County Correctional Facility in Santa Clarita.

Taylor’s classification allowed him to have “trustee”
or “worker” status, which gave him more privileges to
move around while in custody, said LA County Sheriff’s
spokesman Steve Whitmore.

“That was a mistake we made at the front end, but
there was more than one mistake,” he said. “Not only
because he was a kidnapping suspect, but he previously
tried to escape state prison.”

Taylor — who 1is black, and is described as six feet,
four inches tall, 215 pounds and has black hair and brown
eyes — apparently had access to a room in the court-
house that stores prison-issued jumpsuits. Taylor
appeared in the courtroom on Tuesday wearing a green
jumpsuit — which indicates he was an inmate. He then
apparently switched into a white jumpsuit, which signi-
fies a released inmate.

“Then he walked out a back door,” Whitmore said.

Authorities discovered Taylor missing at about 6 a.m.
on Wednesday when he wasn’t accounted for at the cor-
rectional facility, where he had been in custody awaiting
his fate.

Sheriff’s deputies failed to notice that Taylor was
missing when he was supposed to board the bus to be
transported back to the correctional facility. Inmates are
scanned and counted each time they are transported to
and from the courthouse.

“We are investigating exactly why he wasn’t found
missing at the original count,” Whitmore said, adding a
panel has convened to conduct an independent review of
the incident. “It will come out exactly what happened

Introducing SpineForce®

The first technology to target
& tone deep spinal muscles.
As seen on FOX & KTLA News.

Deep spinal
muscles are the
most important yet
most neglected
part of the body.

Exclusively at
The Santa Monica
Pain Management

Center

Dr. Marc S. Golub
1513 6™ Street, Suite 103 Santa Monica

(310) 255-0730

and we will fix it.”

The Office of Independent Review is a group com-
prised of six civil rights attorneys that handles investiga-
tions for the sheriff department’s internal affairs,
Whitmore said.

“They are involved in this knee deep,” Whitmore said.

Taylor, in February, was charged with one count of
kidnapping to commit another crime; two counts of first-
degree burglary; two counts of first-degree residential
robbery and two counts of making criminal threats in
relation to the kidnapping of the Sunset Park woman.

Taylor also faces one count of unlawful driving or tak-
ing of a vehicle; one count of receiving stolen property;
one count of resisting a police officer and one count of
driving as an unlicensed driver.

Taylor is a twice-convicted felon — he served two
years in state prison for a 1991 conviction for burglary
and he served 12 years in state prison for a 1994 convic-
tion for burglary. Both crimes occurred in Torrance, said
DA spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons.

A bench warrant was issued on Wednesday for
Taylor, whose bail for the Santa Monica crimes had been
set at more than $2 million. A jury trial for the Santa
Monica kidnapping and burglary charges was set to
begin on June 14 at the LAX Courthouse.

Meanwhile, the elderly victim has left her Santa
Monica home.

“The victim has been relocated to a safe house,”
Whitmore said, adding authorities don’t believe Taylor, a
Georgia native who’s been homeless when he’s not been
in custody, will return to Santa Monica, but they are tak-
ing extra precautions anyway. “The good news is every-
one is safe, but the bad news is that this guy is still at
large.”
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Lobbyists are paying

for travel: Who cares?

Runaway bride is runaway media coverage
Editor:

The television media has done it once again — run with a story in the hopes they
could be the first on the scene should it turn gory. Jennifer Wilbanks, the thinking
man’s Julia Roberts, simply got cold feet but forgot to inform the cable channels of
her plans to go Greyhound.

This story had all the trappings of great drama — an all white cast, an all white
wedding in a seemingly all white town. I might pitch this idea myself. Wait, it’s
been done before. What about a remake? Runaway Bride 2? Revenge of the
Bridesmaids? Or better yet a reality series, which is exactly what the 24-hour news
channels are slowly evolving into. This go around, I’d cast the cable news readers
in the first installment. How about that Laurie Dhue from Fox? She’s some looker.
She’d make a great runaway bride/news reader. For the groom, my money would be
on that fine Lester Holt/news reader/Today show. I know he’s married in real life
but let’s face, it who needs reality when we’ve got cable. Let’s mix it up a little. We
are all, after all — ““all God’s children.”

The wedding would be scheduled to take place at Madison Square Garden (all
faiths are welcome.) Wolf Blitzer (who will be ordained via the Internet) will be
scheduled to perform the ceremony and Bill O’Reilly will be giving away the bride-
to-be. All three cable networks will carry the event live.

Two days before the guests are to arrive at the garden, Laurie heads out for a late
night latte and simply vanishes — without a trace. An Amber Alert is issued. As
with the Schiavo case, a law was written especially for Dhue and only for Dhue.
With Condie Rice and the First Lady on the guest list, desperate times are called for
desperate measures.

The Commander-in-Chief had Rumsfeld form a Presidential Posse. The National
Guard was called out. Within 24 hours, Ms. Dhue’s photos were on milk cartons and
billboards.

Forty-eight hours went by and Lester had already been polygraphed by the FBI,
CIA, CNN, FOX and MSNBC. Lester was now the prime suspect and Larry King
had assembled a panel to discuss this seemly all-American news guy. Nancy Grace
glared into the camera and informed the viewers that “If it smell’s like teen spirit ...”

The nation’s security level had been raised to red and the nation held its collec-
tive breath. Where was Laurie? On the morning of the wedding —Valentine’s Day
— Rupert Murdoch received a call from Les Moonves, who informed him that
Laurie Dhue had been named the new anchor of the CBS Evening News. CBS
insisted on exclusive broadcast rights.

Valerie Scott
Santa Monica

Prevention through intervention
Editor:

I am a former Santa Monica gang member with a police record that dates back to
1989. I am a recovering alcoholic/drug addict and also was addicted to the gang
lifestyle. I have been the victim of three drive-by shootings that occurred in the city
of Santa Monica. It is only by the grace of God that I am here today able to write
this letter. Many with my past are dead or incarcerated.

Currently, [ am a father of three and a volunteer little league coach in my com-
munity. Today, [ am free from a negative past and grateful that there are people like
Steven Luciano and Oscar de la Torre, whom I believe and know in my heart that
are committed to helping at-risk youth. Steven Luciano was one of the gentlemen
who was demonized by the Santa Monica Police Department when he attempted to
promote peace at the Santa Monica High School campus (SMDP, April 23-24, page
1). Steven Luciano has been a great influence, and support factor in my year and a
half of sobriety. He also has been a messenger carrying the message of peace and
change for a better way in my life. I believe he can do the same for others.

Oscar de la Torre was another gentleman who was publicly attacked for his
efforts to promote peace. Oscar and I attended Santa Monica High School and grew
up in the same neighborhood, and because of that he had the chance to see me deep
in my addictions. When I came to the Pico Youth & Family Center with a year of
sobriety and a “fine print” of what drugs and gangs really do to young men and
women, Oscar made me feel important enough to help young men and women steer
away from gangs and drugs. He asked me to share my life of struggle and change
with today’s youth in hopes that by sharing my story we could help prevent gang
violence and drug addiction. I would like to thank Oscar de la Torre and Steven
Luciano for their support in the changes I have made in my life. The city should also
thank them. It is people like them that help individuals like me change and stay on
the right path to keep our community safe. I pray that one day we will all work
together as one (black, brown, white, police, ex gang members, old and young, etc.)
to create a peaceful world that is based on principle and not personalities.

Arturo Arce
Santa Monica

Dollar-a-year man has support
Editor:

My hearty endorsement of Ken McCrae as Santa Monica’s homeless liasion
(SMDP, May 3, page 7.) I have personally known Ken for several years now and
can attest that he would bring considerable life experience to that post. He has been
both a manager of others in business and a homeless man. I believe he will be very
effective in just such a post as homeless liasion.

See LETTERS, page 7

HERE’S
THE THING

BY LARA M. BROWN, PH.D

It’s been an exciting few weeks on the
congressional scandal front. Lobbyist
Jack Abramoff appears to have paid for
travel to the Northern Mariana Islands for
not only Majority Leader Tom Delay (R-
Tex.), but also for Reps. James Clyburn
(D-SC.) and Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.).
Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IIl.) got the
Republican conference to help repeal the
ethics reforms they passed four months
ago (it wasn’t a flip-flop, really). The
House Ethics Committee met and decided
to review Delay’s questionable activities.
Two members of the Ethics Committee
(Reps. Lamar Smith of Texas and Tom
Cole of Oklahoma) recused themselves
from all matters that deal with Delay
because both have contributed to his legal
defense fund.

The public response is not surprising. A
recent CNN/Gallup/USA Today public
opinion poll shows that “82 percent believe
lobbyist-funded trips are a serious ethical
matter;” 46 percent say “very serious” and
36 percent say “moderately serious.”

Former Rep. Lee Hamilton (D-Ind.)
suggested that there is only way around
this: Ban all privately funded trips.
Hamilton was not suggesting that con-
gressional members stop traveling. He
was only proposing that private entities
stop paying. He wants government to pay
for it. He also wants members to have to
disclose their itineraries.

With all this activity, I decided to con-
duct my own focus group — with my
introduction to American government
class. I e-mailed them a copy of
Hamilton’s proposal, told them to look
into the issues facing Majority Leader
Tom Delay, and finish reading the chapter
on interest groups. Tuesday I asked my
students:

B Would Hamilton’s proposal work?

B Would it alter special interest influ-
ence in any meaningful way?

B Should the public pay for congres-
sional travel?

B How much are you willing to allo-
cate to each member for it?

3 Should members travel, at all?

Before reporting what they said, a bit
about the demographics of this class.
There are 43 students in the class (most
days about 38 show up) and it is a gener-
al education requirement, which means
that the class contains students from every
grade level (freshman to graduating
senior).

On the first day of class, I administered
a “politics and you” survey to get a sense

of where the students are in terms of polit-
ical knowledge, interest, partisanship, and
ideology. This class is about average in
terms of interest and knowledge — over
one quarter would like to understand how
the Electoral College actually works, even
though 80 percent voted in the 2004 pres-
idential election). This class — unlike
others I have taught — is evenly split
between Republicans and Democrats
(there are a few independents), and liber-
als and conservatives. Though after hav-
ing taught them now for almost a full
semester, it is clear that the majority tend
to possess libertarian beliefs. “Live and
let live” would sum up many of their gov-
erning philosophy.

So, when I asked about Hamilton’s
proposal, the response was fairly uniform.
They didn’t want to pay more for govern-
ment. And they weren’t altogether sure
how valuable congressional travel really
was, but most felt that if members were
going to do it then “special interests might
as well pay.” Their reasoning seemed to
be that special interests pay for everything
else, including campaigns, so why should
this be any different?

When I asked if they believed that by
making the public pay for travel, they
might make elected officials more respon-
sive to the public and less responsive to
special interests? They said: “Yeah, but it
isn’t like that would make much of a dif-
ference. There is always someone who
wants something.”

They came to consensus around the
idea that disclosure requirements should
be much higher than they are for members
to report their itineraries: “The media will
be all over that.”

Here’s The Thing:

My students seem to have a better per-
spective on this topic than 82 percent of
the American public. They understand
that politicking occurs in politics, and that
while some groups may get more access
than others, they believe that the best way
to curb unethical behavior is to make
everyone report their activities to see if
they withstand the media spotlight. They
feel that vigorous competition and sun-
shine are better checks on their leaders
than more regulations.

In this sense, these students have more
in common with the framers of the
Constitution than they do with either the
generation of liberal political reformers
from the 1960s, or some of their conserv-
ative parents who first became active with
Ronald Reagan in the 1980s. The future
may prove interesting indeed.

(Lara M. Brown, Ph.D., is a political
scientist from Los Angeles, and is teach-
ing this semester at California State
University, Channel Islands. She can be
reached at larambrown@aol.com)

Tell Santa Monica what you think!

...write a letter to the editor

Email to: editor@smdp.com
or fax 310.576.9913
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Manners in the loo
going the way of poo

LETTERS, from page 6

I also like his suggestion that he will be a “dollar-a-year man,” a tradition that I
believe came about during FDR’s administration during which some extraordinari-
ly competent men from business and industry worked “for the public good” for only
one buck a year.

Go for it, Ken.

Rick Reutter
Santa Monica

Unleash that beach
Editor:

As avid beachgoers and lovers/owners of dogs rescued as puppies from both the
West Los Angeles Shelter and a local Santa Monica animal rescue business, Mutts
N Such, we are writing in support of “Unleashing the Beach” to allow those who
own dogs or those who wish to share their beach with dogs in Santa Monica be
allowed to enjoy the natural environs that clearly make living here for over 45 years
even more special and inviting.

The Santa Monica dog beach that the organization “Unleash the Beach” proposes is
one that would be very specialized and one-tenth smaller than the mile-long beach that
has recently been passed by Dockweiler Beach in El Segundo — as a promoted pilot
dog beach in the State Legislature — and unanimously approved by the Assembly
Committee on Water, Parks and Wildlife and the Appropriations Committee. This ever
vigilant special “boutique” dog beach would enforce certain requirements addressing
any potential community-related concerns, such as having every dog on the beach be
properly vaccinated and registered, as well as having every owner sign a waiver of lia-
bility and a fee-based use program. Not only would this special “boutique” dog beach
enforce strict licensing and use requirements, but the “Unleash the Beach” organization
would see to it, for the very first time, that consistent water quality testings be con-
ducted to ensure that the water in this designated area remains healthy. In addition, this
new program also will collaborate with the Marine Mammal Rescue to educate citizens
and beachgoers as to how to handle encounters with beached marine mammals, as well
as aid in the implementation of beach monitors.

As responsible dog owners, we are very committed to keeping our neighborhood
clean, our parks clean, and would naturally keep our “dog beach” clean. We are not
fearful people but can be understanding of those that may have fears of beaches
becoming wildly popular and overrun. However, as other dog beaches in other
cities, such as Huntington Beach, can attest to, this fear has been proven complete-
ly unfounded, and like most, the fear is somewhat an irrational one. While there are
many community hiking trails, and parks that are not overrun with dogs and their
owners, we support all efforts toward bringing another venue whereby dogs, their
owners and those who love dogs but for whatever reason cannot be owners can
enjoy one another’s company in the landscape of California’s most precious natur-
al resources — its beaches.

Perhaps, this “boutique beach” may in the future also allow for the training of dog
breeds who are natural water rescuers to accompany the lifeguards (as they do city
police, at times) and assist in citizen water rescues and/or bring awareness to the com-
munity that dogs are more than just “our best friends.” They also have duties which
they are naturally bred to perform and can further help in our society’s needs for future
beach protection and safety. Let’s give them the opportunity to earn their keep.

While Santa Monica always shines in the best of the west’s sunlight, we seek to
add another jewel in our unique community by becoming a city that is not fearful
and willing to be inclusive for all people and animals. We actively support this dog
beach pilot program and are here should you require responsible citizens to make
this venture a successful one.

Cheryl B. Leader and Bhavin S. Barot
Mar Vista Hills

PISTACHIO

PERSPECTIVE

BY SUSAN ANN CONNOR

This is a bit of a suppressed subject.
Few are speaking out. And let me apolo-
gize ahead of time for the downright taw-
driness of it all. But it doesn’t take your
great aunt Lucille to tell you that the
ladies room proprieties are vanishing.

Last week was probably the culmina-
tion of a series of experiences that has det-
onated restroom etiquette for me. It was
never perfect, but there have always been
certain civilities a girl can count on once
she has entered the loo.

I was visiting the ladies room in a
swanky building where I sometimes free-
lance. (Please don’t confuse swanky with
classy. That would be an erroncous
assumption.) As I was stepping into the
place in question, sweet-faced Millie,
who worked down the hall, was stepping
out. We greeted each other with a smile
and a wave. Millie also gave me the eye-
brow lift, which I took as a sign. Uh oh.

I wasn’t sure what the sign represent-
ed, but in that mere moment I prepared
myself for the worst.

Upon entering, I noticed the usually
well-kept, three-stall facility had paper
towels and toilet paper strewn about.
Excess water slopped up the sink and
areas surrounding it. Bad, but not bad
enough for an eyebrow lift.

The first stall, to put it delicately, was
out-of-order. The second was occupied.
So I slipped into the third. Sheesh! Must
have been Millie’s stall. Why was she lift-
ing her eyebrow? To warn me she’d left a
trail of drippings on the toilet seat? Ick,
Millie! Don’t have to be a detective to
know who the spray culprit was.

As I stood unamused in the stall, I
heard laughter from next door. Followed
by blaring yakkity yak. Either these bath-

room walls were quite the amplifier, or
she was speaking at approximately seven
octaves higher than normal.

Obviously, she was on her cell phone,
unless there were two people in there. But
as I looked down, I saw only one pair of
legs. And she’d settled in, because her
shoes were off and her feet were snug-
gling on top of them.

Did I mention cigarette smoke was ris-
ing from the chatterbox’s chamber?

Is nothing private anymore? Did she
absolutely have to have this conversation
now? And in a public restroom?
Hellllooooo, ‘Miss Loud in the Loo,’
someone else is in here. She vexed me. |
really didn’t care what her therapist told
her about Andy yesterday. And if I were
Andy, I’d change my locks or hightail it
back to Mississippi.

Oh, dear. What was I going to do?

I wondered if the person she was
speaking to knew she was on the throne.
Then I wondered ... if I flushed Millie’s
toilet, would it make her location more
clear? Perhaps even interfere with her
reception? Hmmmmm. I decided to take
action. Couldn’t help myself. I flushed.
Not once, but thrice. Third time was with
a smile.

Now here’s an option to consider. I
recently read that at Amsterdam’s
Kulturzentrum De Balie, a talking com-
puter-run toilet is teaching proper bath-
room behavior. If anyone uses too much
toilet paper, leaves the toilet seat up, fails
to flush or smokes, they are admonished
by the computer in “Private Room 2.” A
newfangled toilet/artwork designed by
artist Leonard van Munster, the computer
cautions the discourteous user with vary-
ing degrees of humor and sternness. If
they fail to heed, a live monitor arrives.

Anyway, I left ‘Miss Loud in the Loo’ to
her own improprieties and headed upstairs,
hoping to find a necessary room Great Aunt
Lucille would approve of. Lalalala ...

(Susan Ann Connor can be reached at
pistachiocolumn@aol.com.)

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica

You should call: (310)
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Limousine Rides At Taxi Rates

Mercedes-Benz Taxi Service

Local SM company for Pick Up

Vehicles are properly insured, certified & licensed

Corporate accounts welcome
All Major Credits Cards accepted

Flat Fee to LAX $3600

*Or less depending on location

Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be pub-
lished on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous
or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include
the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All let-
ters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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BREAKFAST ¢« PIZZA » STEAKS * FISH « SALADS » PASTA

OPEN AT 9AM FOR MOTHER’S DAY

Featuring a special breakfast, as well as our
full menu throughout the day until midnight.

Make this Mother’s Day one to remember, on our lush garden patio.
Space is limited, make your reservations today.

2820 Main St. Santa Monica 310-392-1661
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11 High Cost Home Inspection Traps
You Should Know About Weeks
Before Listing Your Home For Sale

WESTSIDE - According to industry experts, there
are over 33 physical problems that you will come under
scrutiny during a home inspection when your home is for
sale. A new report has been prepared which identifies the
eleven most common of these problems, and what you
should know about them before you list your home for
sale.

Whether you own an old home or a brand new one,
there are a number of things that can fall short of require-
ments during a home inspection. If not identified and dealt
with, any of these 11 items could cost you dearly in terms
of repair. That’s why it’s critical that you read this report
before you list your home. If you wait until the building
inspector flags these issues for you, you will almost certain-
ly experience costly delays in the close of your home sale or,
worse, turn prospective buyers away altogether.

In most cases, you can make a reasonable pre-inspec-

tion yourself if you now what you’re looking for. And
knowing what you’re looking for can help you prevent lit-
tle problems from growing into costly and unmanageable
ones. To help homesellers deal with this issue before their
home is listed, a free report entitled “11 Things You Kneed
to Know to Pass Your Home Inspection” has been compiled
which explains the issues involved.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to
order your FREE copy of this report, call
1.888.465.4534 and enter ID#1003. You can call any-
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Call NOW to
learn how to ensure a home inspection doesn’t cost you
the sale of your home.

This report is courtesy of Steve Matilla, Matilla Realty,
Not intended to solicit properties curvently listed for sale.
Copyright ©1997.

SPORTS GRILL

Next door to 14/Below

Available for Private Parties
Lunch Time Delivery Available
1333 Santa Monica Blvd.
[ Corner of 14th and Santa Monica Blvd. ]

(310) 899-0076

YOUR SANTA MONICA
HEADQUARTERS FOR SHAQ
& THE MIAMI HEALT...

2.50 BUD & BUD LIGHT DRAFTS
DURING ALL NBA PLAYOFF GAMES

SATURDAY MAY 14

BOXING!

TRINIDAD VS. WRIGHT

$10 COVER

'SUB SANDWICH

: Buy one at regular price & get
the 2nd of equal or lesser vaIue

- FREE

Limit 1 special per customer. Expires 05/31/05

Since 1993
Available for private parties

14

Corner of 14™ and Santa Monica Blvd.
(310) 451-5040 www.14below.com

LUncoming
Headliners

Happy Hour

MON-FRI, 5-7PM
HALF PRICE DRINKS AND APPETIZERS

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2005
Sticky Fingers

(A Rollings Stones Tribute)

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2005
Joe Bresler Band

EVERY SUNDAY
Cubensis

(A Grateful Dead Tribute)

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2005

Reggae Mondays

Featuring The Soulutionaries & Friends

For Band Booking Info Call (310) 360-9635

At 4:22 a.m. on April 24, Santa Monica police responded to the 1500 block of
Lincoln Boulevard, a Denny’s Restaurant, for a report of defrauding. When offi-
cers arrived to the scene, the store employee said suspect ordered food which
totaled $10.22, and did not pay for it. The store was desirous of prosecution and
the suspect was arrested. Daniel James Moretti, a 26-year old white male, was
arrested for defrauding. Bail was set for $1,000.

At 12:37 a.m. on April 29, Santa Monica police responded to the corner of 17th
Street and Michigan avenue regarding an auto burglary that had just occurred.
When officers arrived to the scene, they spoke to the reporting party who said they
heard an alarm going off on a vehicle. They looked out the window and saw the
suspect exiting the vehicle. The suspect fled on foot, and was later stopped in the
1800 block of 17th Street by officers. A field show-up was conducted and the sus-
pect was positively identified. Namon Lavon Thompson, a 45-year-old male black
transient, was arrested for auto burglary and parole violation. No bail was set.

At 3:25 a.m. on April 29, Santa Monica police responded to the 1400 block of
Seventh Street regarding a burglary that just occurred. When officers arrived to the
scene, they spoke to the reporting party, who said he heard something in the living
room area and when he turned on the light he saw the suspect crouch down and
crawl out of the location. The suspect fled and was later stopped in the 1500 block
of Lincoln Boulevard. A field show-up was conducted and the suspect was identi-
fied as Steven Glen Buck, a 39-year-old male white transient who was arrested for
trespassing. No bail was set.

At 8:30 p.m. on April 30, Santa Monica police vice detectives went to the 2200
block of Lincoln Boulevard to Jenny’s Massage Parlor. While the undercover offi-
cer was inside, he asked for a massage and was told it would cost $50. The under-
cover officer was taken into a back room at which time the suspect entered and
asked the officer if he wanted additional sex for money. The officer gave a pre-
arranged signal to the other officers, who entered the location and arrested the
female. Helen Juhng, a 54-year-old female Asian from Ranchos Palos Verdes, was

booked for prostitution and exposing her breasts. Bail was set at $2,000.

Governor turns 1n petitions;
election showdown takes shape

BY TOM CHORNEAU

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Taking a big step
toward a November special election, Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger on Wednesday
turned in the first of hundreds of thou-
sands of petition signatures supporting
ballot measures he wants to put before
voters.

But even as he dropped off boxes of
paperwork at a county office, Schwarz-
enegger said he is still interested in nego-
tiating compromise solutions with
Democratic leaders before a mid-June
deadline for calling the election.

“Our doors are open for negotiation,”
the governor told reporters after braving
dozens of vocal protesters in the parking
lot. “The people of California have sent
the legislators to do their job but if they
don’t — my preference is to work with
them — but if they don’t we’ll go to the
special election and ... let the people make
the decision.”

The move comes as Schwarzenegger’s
popularity has hit new lows and Demo-
cratic opposition to his proposals have
grown in strength.

The governor and his supporters are
pushing three constitutional amendments
that would put new limits on state spend-
ing, lengthen the time it takes public
school teachers to earn tenure and give
authority for redrawing legislative and
congressional districts to a panel of
retired judges.

On Wednesday, Schwarzenegger —
aided by a group of about 25 school chil-
dren from local neighborhoods — turned
in about 26,000 signatures for the teacher
tenure initiative, a proposed statute that
needs valid signatures of at least 373,816
registered voters to make the ballot. More
signatures will be turned in by supporters
around the state.

Supporters of his redistricting measure
said they plan to hold a press conference
in Los Angeles Thursday to mark the
completion of their petition drive.
Campaign officials said they have also
gathered enough signatures to put the
governor’s spending cap on the ballot.

Both those measures are constitutional
amendments that need valid signatures of
at least 598,105 registered voters to qual-
ify.

While the signatures are being counted
and verified, Schwarzenegger has more
than a month to decide whether to call the
special election or allow the measures to
be considered at the next regular election
in June 2006. Even though he signaled a
willingness to negotiate, Democratic lead-
ers criticized Schwarzenegger Wednes-
day for pushing ahead with the petition
drive.

“Where he is leading this state now is
into political chaos,” said Assembly
Speaker Fabian Nunez, D-Los Angeles.

Nunez said he believes the governor’s
issues are not of great importance to most
voters and that the $70 million election is
a waste of money.
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UCSD unvelils first laboratory blast simulator

BY SETH HETTENA

Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO — The University of California, San Diego
showed off this week what it called the world’s first lab-
oratory blast simulator by slamming a seven-ton concrete
column with the same force as a car bomb.

The blast simulator, built at a cost of $10 million, is the
first machine of its kind that can mimic the effects of a
blast without explosives. It will be used to develop ways
of hardening buildings and bridges from terrorist bombs.

Heavy rubber pads driven by hydraulic pistons can
pummel columns, beams, floors, ceilings and girders
with the simulated force of the sort of car bomb blast
seen on the streets of Baghdad, UCSD officials said.

On Wednesday, a reinforced concrete column found
in many East Coast buildings was hit with the same force
as a half-ton car bomb parked curbside. The impact,
which occurred faster than the eye could see it, left the
column looking as if someone had grabbed it at both ends
and bent it.

STATE BRIEFS

Pastor admits pushing porn

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A Brea youth pastor pleaded
guilty to sending child pornography over the Internet
to an undercover FBI agent he met at a North
American Man/Boy Love Association meeting.

Jeffrey Devore, 53, of Fullerton entered the plea
Wednesday in federal court to distributing child
pornography. He faces up to five years in prison when
he’s sentenced July 20, Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jennifer Corbet said.

Devore, a minister at the Brea Congregational
Church, sent the images to an agent involved in a
sting operation targeting men who sought to travel to
Mexico to have sex with young boys, investigators
said. Devore was not accused of planning to travel to
Mexico.

Police shoot, kill kidnap suspect

By The Associated Press

SANTA ANA — Police shot and killed a kidnapping
suspect in his getaway car after he collected a $1,200
ransom payment from a woman’s family, investiga-
tors said.

The 23-year-old victim, who was kidnapped as she
left work several hours earlier and was inside the car
at the time, wasn’t hurt, police Sgt. Lorenzo Carillo
said Wednesday.

"He came up to her with a gun and he wanted
money. She didn’t have her ATM card and all she had
was $14. He said he needed $1,200 and would hold
her to get it from her family,” said the woman’s aunt
Delores Escamilla.

As the man drove away, officers tried to stop the
vehicle and the man crashed the car. He was shot dur-
ing a confrontation with officers, Carillo said.

The Police Department and Orange County district
attorney’s office were investigating the shooting.

Smile, you’re on a city camera

By The Associated Press

LA QUINTA — Frustrated over graffiti, fires and
other destruction at city parks, the City Council is
considering installation of security cameras in the
parks to thwart the surge in costly vandalism.

The council has commissioned a study to show
how much cameras would cost to install and operate.
The city has spent more than $40,000 since
September 2003 repairing and replacing park equip-
ment damaged by graffiti, fires, theft and destruction,
officials said.

If the column had been supporting a building, it could
spell a catastrophic building collapse. More people can
die from structural collapse in a terrorist attack than the
pressure or shock wave of the blast itself, said Frieder
Seible, dean of UCSD’s Jacobs School of Engineering.
Most of the 168 people killed in the 1995 Oklahoma City
bombing were killed from the partial collapse of the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building, not the blast itself,
Seible said.

Scientists have found that wrapping load-bearing
columns with coats of carbon fibers or a steel jacket can
prevent concrete columns from breaking apart in an
explosion. A carbon-wrapped column hardly budged
under the simulated impact of a car bomb blast during an
earlier test, Seible said.

Until now, engineers have only been able to test these
materials by plugging their ears, detonating an explosive in
front of them and watching what happens. The explosions
can wipe out the equipment researchers set up to record the
blast. Cameras record the fireball, not the structure.

The blast simulator delivers the same punch as a car

bomb — minus the fireball — allowing high-speed cam-
eras and instruments to record what happens.

The simulator is being funded with $8.6 million from
the Technical Support Working Group or TSWG, a fed-
eral interagency organization that develops technologies
to combat terrorism. More than 40 tests will be conduct-
ed in the simulator over the next two years under a $7.5
million contract from TSWG.

According to its annual report, TSWG is managed by
the assistant secretary of defense for special operations.
An agency representative declined comment on the blast
simulator.

The simulator can mimic up to the equivalent of about
aton of TNT. Although that’s less than the 5,000 pounds
of fertilizer Timothy McVeigh unleashed in Oklahoma
City, Seible said it represents a more realistic scenario.

“There are always bigger bombs. In the end, you can
take it all the way up to a nuke,” Seible said. “The ques-
tion is what is the most realistic or the most probable sce-
nario. Clearly, the probability that we have a car bomb, a
sedan bomb vs. a huge truck is much higher.”

1990

15" ANNIVERSARY
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“An Evening with rhe First Lacly of Calitornia”™
MARIA SHRIVER
will be signing her new book
And One More Thing Before You Go...
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FRIDAY, MAY 6TH 11:00 - 2:00 pm

Please join us in welcoming Lifestylist and best-selling author
SANDRA LEE

CEOQ of Sandra Lee Semi-Homemade, Inc.
Sandra will do a presentation on entertaining
and will also be signing her latest book
Semi-Homemade Desserts.
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TEL 310.998.5858
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KATE TAYLOR
AND THE TAYLOR BROWN TRIO
RSVP $§25.00 per person
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Forget Paris,
skip the ‘Wax’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

“House of Wax” is a fatally dumb
slasher flick from tyro feature director
Jaume Collet-Serra that bears little resem-
blance to the 1953 Goth-horror classic
from which it draws its name. The origi-

nal was filmed in 3-D
and starred master of
the macabre Vincent

Review

Price as a twisted
curator who uses corpses to create eerily
lifelike wax sculptures for his museum.
This “update” features Paris Hilton and a
cast of WB Network wannabes playing
almost impossibly dimwitted teens
trapped in a Louisiana ghost town with a
pair of deranged twin brothers who try to
whack and wax the lot of them. Scripted
by brothers Chad and Carey Hayes,
“House of Wax” is a bloody mess of life-
less dialogue, patent illogic and some of
the worst screen acting of this or any other
year.

Care to guess who leads the way on the
last count? Just as some prefer the New
York Times to Cosmo Girl magazine or

A&E over E!, opinions vary on Paris’ tri-
umphant ascent to the top of Celebrity
Hill. But with this, her first major movie
role, the world’s most famous heiress has
given us all something to agree upon: She
can’t act. Strike a sexy pose, yes. Fit com-
fortably into a size two, sure. Convinc-
ingly portray another living, breathing
human being? Unh-uh. Not this time, at
least. Fortunately for Paris, her young co-
stars — most notably Elisha Cuthbert
(“24”) and Chad Michael Murray (“One
Tree Hill”) — go to great lengths not to
show her up, slogging through one dubi-
ous contrivance after another with all the
brio of a depressed water buffalo. If this
were a zombie film, the trio of Hilton,
Murray and Cuthbert would be shoe-ins
for Oscar nominations. Where you’re
likely to find them sharing the bill next,
however, is in the Worst Actor category at
next year’s Razzie Awards.

(Rated R for horror violence, some sex-
ual content and language. Rumning time:
116 minutes)

Indie flick gets under “Skin’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Provocative indie filmmaker Greg
Araki (“Splendor,” “The Doom Gener-
ation”) focuses his unflinching eye on

pedophilia in
“Mysterious Skin,” a

Review
dark, absorbing adap-

tation of the acclaim-
ed novel of same name by Scott Heim.
Rather than offer yet another blanket con-
demnation of child molestation or a
lachrymose profile of its victims, Araki
explores the radically different impact the
trauma has on two boys from a rural
Kansas burg whose innocence is stolen by
a predatory little league coach (Bill Sage).
Brian (Brady Corbet of “Thirteen”) is a
nervous, virginal college freshman
obsessed with unraveling the mystery of

“five hours lost, gone without a trace”
when he was 10 years old. Unable or
unwilling to recall what really happened,
Brian indulges an alien abduction fantasy
even as he increasingly experiences terri-
ble physical reactions to mnemonic cues
to the truth. Neil (Joseph Gordon-Levitt of
“Third Rock from the Sun” in a star-mak-
ing turn), on the other hand, has grown
into a hyper-sexualized hustler who turns
tricks, symbolically enough, with older
men he meets at the local playground. His
memories of the sexual encounters with
the coach are vivid and unsettlingly
romantic.

Through Neil, Araki dares to ruminate
upon some particularly incendiary taboos
such as young boys as sentient sexual
beings and willing participants who hard-
ly succumb to anger or devastation. This
challenging subject material is handled

quite deftly throughout, especially at the
emotional denouement when the two
young men finally reunite and Neil helps
Brian confront the past. Araki scores in
giving his film, through the use of light-
ing, camerawork and music — an almost

buoyant aesthetic. It’s a twisted world
where dark stuff happens, but the way the
filmmaker sees it, there’s something quite
gorgeous about it.

(Not rated. Running time: 99 minutes)
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THE
IMBIBER

BY DAN DUNN

Grolsch has new look, new attitude

The folks at Grolsch have been busy lately. There’s
the new amber ale, which is sure to be a hit with anyone
who likes a light, drinkable brew with a little bit of atti-
tude.

“The redesign of the packaging is more attractive and
contemporary, which will appeal to both our current
Grolsch drinkers and attract new consumers,” said Peter
Gyimesi, a guy Grolsch pays handsomely to say such
rose-colored things. Like its predecessor, the new
Grolsch bottle is green-colored, though a slightly differ-
ent shade than before that Gyimesi assuredly describes
as “eye-catching.” I guess he’s right, since your Imbiber
caught sight of a six-pack in his ‘fridge next to a Ziploc
bag full of some nasty-looking brown stuff I pray is left-
over meatloaf (the lesson here: Never walk your dog
while intoxicated). The new logo isn’t all that different
from the old one, though I guess you could say it’s a bit
more “todayish” than it was yesterday. (Take that,
Gyimesi!)

Oddly, the new amber ale comes in bottles bearing the
old logo, but that curiosity aside, it’s sure to be a hit with
anyone who likes a light, drinkable brew with a little bit
of attitude. It’s a beer for those whose tastes lie some-
where in the vast golden mean between Guinness and
Miller Lite. The Grolsch Amber Ale, which retails for
about $8 a six-pack, is triple cold-filtered and made with
three different varieties of malt and a proprietary blend
of hops from a recipe that dates back to the 17th Century.
That’s a long, long time in the business, and that tradi-
tion translates to great character and the sort of old soul
the new beers on the block simply cannot imitate.

(E-mail questions, comments or suggestions for the
Imbiber to ddunn@metro.us)

‘Crash’ puts
intolerance
front, center

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

This ‘Kingdom’

far from heaven

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Those  hoping Ridley Scott’s
“Kingdom of Heaven” would match or,
dare say, surpass his Academy Award-
winning men-at-war epic “Gladiator” are
in for a disappointment. For all its event-
movie bombast
(sweeping score, lush
cinematography,

Review

There is but one film I’ve seen this year that merits an
unconditional recommendation, and “Crash” is it.
“Million Dollar Baby” scribe Paul Haggis comes out
swinging and never drops his dukes in this, his director-

ial debut (co-written with Bobby
Moresco). Haggis has crafted a
movie about the shared conse-
quences of racial intolerance in
America, using vehicular collisions as a device for bring-
ing together a tapestry of ethnically diverse strangers and
exposing their anger and trepidation. The story plays out
over a 36-hour period during an unusually chilly
Christmas in Los Angeles, beginning with a car-jacking
by two erudite young black men (Larenz Tate and the
rapper Chris “Ludacris” Bridges, who is a revelation).
The victims are the opportunistic LA District Attorney
(Brendan Fraser) and his rich-bitch wife (Sandra
Bullock), who we will soon discover are connected to
their attackers in more ways than one. Several other sto-
rylines intersect throughout, none more gripping than
one involving a racist cop (Matt Dillon) and an affluent
African-American TV producer and his wife, played by
Terrence Howard and Thandie Newton. Ryan Phillippe
stands out as Dillon’s disapproving partner, as does the
always brilliant Don Cheadle as a detective who’s seen
too much to care about anything anymore. “Crash,”
while not preachy, challenges viewers to confront fears
and prejudices and, ultimately, to embrace our shared
humanity. It’s a message movie, to be sure, and one
worth heeding.

Review

(Rated R for language, sexual content and some vio-
lence. Running time: 100 minutes)

large-scale set pieces
populated with CGI-generated hordes)
and apparent good intentions, the mega-
budgeted, star-studded “Kingdom of
Heaven” fails to truly excite, leaving far
too many questions left frustratingly
unanswered. Among them, why cast a
genteel pretty boy like Orlando Bloom to
play the hard-bitten Balian, a blacksmith-
turned-Crusader who leads the Christians
occupying medieval Jerusalem against an
invading Muslim army? This is a role that
begs a combination of red-blooded mas-
culinity and smoldering valor (think
O’Toole, McQueen or Crowe), not an
adorable teeny-mag cover boy best
known for playing a wispy elf and wanna-
be swashbuckler. Bloom is a decent actor
who has acquitted himself admirably as a

FULL SERVICE GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDID
Print Design, Weh Design, Printing

second fiddle in this sort of grand fare
before, but try as he might — he did buff
up for the role and grew exotic facial hair
— he simply can’t cut it as a feared war-
rior and inspirational leader of men.

Another question is who, exactly, are
we supposed to be rooting for here? Scott
and screenwriter William Monahan are
clearly trying to draw parallels between
past and current conflicts in the Middle
East while preaching tolerance. In so
doing they offer equally sympathetic por-
traits of the Jews, Muslims and Christians
and make compelling cases for all sides’
claim to the Holy Land. As a result, the
battle for the real estate that is the film’s
central conflict leaves us feeling conflict-
ed. The primary antagonists — Brendan
Gleason and Martin Csokas as a pair of
blood-thirsty Knights Templar at odds
with Balian and the righteous King
Baldwin IV (Edward Norton) — register
little screen time and never appear to pose
a serious threat to an auspicious outcome.
On a positive note, Jeremy Irons and Eva
Green (“The Dreamers”) impress in sup-
porting turns.

(Rated R for strong violence and epic
warfare. Running time: 145 minutes)
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www.studiol0design.com

We pride ourselves on excellence in design, service, and creativity forall clients big or small. Our clients are happy. That is what we like.

John Muir School
PTA Flea Market
is Saturday!

May 7th, 8am-3pm with great
items to buy and sell from
local antique and collectibles
merchants with art, jewelry &
vintage clothing. Support a
local school. Corner Lincoln &
Ocean Park Blvds.

Flea market info/VM 310-399-
7721 Ext. 181

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

ﬂli'; ._"".r"...-..l"I _1“'.

THE SPACE
NEWLY
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DANCE CLUB
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LIVE MUSIC
FEATURING:
FAST TIMES
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‘80s EXPERIENCE

CALL FOR GUEST LIST INFO

D] Hy0
HIP-HOP AND
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BETWEEN SETS

NO COVER BEFORE 10 PM

SATURDAYS

LA Love Machine
Live Disco Music

DJ Unique spinning
hip hop and bill-
board 40 between

sets
21 and over

No Cover

"The
Space”

(Formerly, Lush)
For private party
info please call.

2020 Wilshire Blvd.,
w8 .(310) 829-1933
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The hybrid hype is driving customers crazy

BY ALICIA CHANG

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Sheila Catoira wanted
a fuel-efficient Toyota Prius hybrid so
badly, she found a used model online and
paid $1,000 more than the car would have
cost new.

With the demand for a gas-electric
Prius far outstripping supply, some buyers
are plunking down a premium for cars
that are thousands of miles old. The trade-
off: They don’t have to wait for months on
dealers’ waiting lists.

“I figured that if I can get it right away,
it was well worth it,” said Catoira, 31, a
teacher and self-described environmental-
ist in San Diego.

Other desperate buyers offered more

than the $27,000 Catoira paid, but seller
Sev MacPete said he refused to fully
exploit the frenzy.

“I could have sold it for a lot over list,
but I didn’t feel like I can do it in good
conscience,” said MacPete, who happens

to be the president of the Prius Club of

San Diego. He wanted to sell the 2004
model after only 5,000 miles because he
had just paid sticker price for his second
Prius, this one fully loaded with options.

Far from sticker shocked, buyers in the
past year have paid private sellers and
used car dealers $1,000 to $3,000 above
the advertised price of a new 2004 or 2005
model, according to Irvine-based Kelley
Blue Book, which tracks used car prices.
Older Prius models are not seeing the
same phenomenon.

WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF?

Flying? Public Speaking? Doctors? Exams?
Auditions? Spiders? Heights?

We can make them disappear!

John McGrail C.Ht.
Clinical Hypnotherapist
(310) 235-2883 www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

m Auto Experts
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m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Life, Disability & Pension
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Phone Quotes Available

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

310.829.0305

“There are some people who want to be
the first one on the block to own a Prius
and to them, it’s worth paying a couple of
thousand dollars over sticker,” said Jack
Nerad, Kelley Blue Book’s editorial
director.

Rarely do second-hand cars sell for
more than their new counterparts, since
cars typically lose value almost immedi-
ately. The only other instances automotive
experts cite are luxury vehicles such as the
Ferrari and hot new releases. The Mazda
Miata and Mini Cooper, for example, were
so popular when they first came out that
buyers paid a premium for used models.

The Prius, which lists for between
$21,000 and $26,000, is the first economy
car with a higher resale value, according
to automotive experts. Its hybrid competi-
tors, such as Honda’s Insight and Civic,
haven’t seen the same resale boom
because they aren’t in such demand. The
Prius, which underwent a makeover last
year, is considered by many to be more
better-looking and versatile than its com-
petitors.

When the Prius first rolled out in the
U.S. in 2000, buyers had to wait six
months on average because Toyota under-
estimated demand. As Toyota increases
its production schedule _ the automaker
plans to double to 100,000 the number of
Prius cars for the North American market
this year _ the wait has dropped to an
average of two months, depending on
where a buyer lives.

Hybrids combine an electric motor
with a gasoline engine to produce less
pollution and better mileage. Volatile gas
prices are a major impetus behind the rush

to buy high-mileage hybrids.

Although hybrids represented less than
1 percent of the 17 million new vehicles
sold last year, the U.S. hybrid market has
grown by more than 960 percent since
2000, when 7,781 were sold, according to
data released last week by the Southfield,
Mich.-based firm R.L. Polk & Co.

Toyota is the first automaker to com-
mercially mass-produce and sell hybrid
cars. Its Prius dominated nearly 65 per-
cent of the U.S. hybrid vehicle market last
year, with 53,761 new cars registered.

Most Prius owners keep their hybrids,
but the few who will part with their cars
may want an upgraded model or realize
that a gas-electric vehicle doesn’t suit
their needs. Other sellers see the chance
for a quick buck.

But there are some signs that the pre-
mium market for used Priuses may be
cooling. There are more new Priuses on
the market as Toyota ramps up produc-
tion. Meanwhile, the Prius faces new
competition from other hybrids coming
out this year including the Lexus RX400h,
Mercury Mariner and Toyota Highlander
SUVs.

Data collected by Edmunds.com,
which provides online vehicle buying
information, show the resale price of a
2004 Prius in recent months is at or slight-
ly below the sticker price of a new one.
That is still a feat, given that most used
cars depreciate on average about a quarter
of their sticker value after a year, said
Jesse Toprak, director of pricing and mar-
ket analysis at Edmunds.com.

“It’s unparalleled,” Toprak said. “It has
never happened before to this degree.”

Electric slide: Team nixes
attempt at speed record

BY PAUL FOY

Associated Press Writer

WEST WENDOVER, Nev. — A British
team attempting to break the speed record
for electric-powered cars called off its
effort Thursday, blaming gusty winds and
mechanical problems. They plan to try
again Friday.

The team is trying to eclipse the record
for an electric car weighing more than
2,200 pounds by using a vehicle with 52
batteries and no mechanical gears.

Nevada agreed to shut down a state
highway for the torpedo-shaped car’s
attempt to top 300 mph — which would
shatter the old mark of 245 mph, set by an
American team in 1999 using a similarly
streamlined car powered by thousands of
“AA” batteries.

Britons Mark Newby and Colin
Fallows already have accelerated their car
to 146 mph in just 1,000 yards — the
longest, safest distance available to them
in England. They say the test showed they
can easily beat the world record.

The car uses compact, industrial
motors and drives made by Swiss engi-

neering company ABB Ltd.

Newby, 46, a pilot, drives the car.
Fallows, 54, a retired Royal Air Force
propulsion technician, designed it. They
built the vehicle in a barn in the English
countryside using money from home
equity loans.

“We think that at some point in the
future, all cars will be clectric, and we
want to show you can go fast in an elec-
tric car,” Newby said.

The “emotion” car has no mechanical
gears, which are useful for acceleration
but limit torque at top speeds. The car is
designed to top 300 mph on a pair of
motors than can turn out as much horse-
power as a new Chevrolet Corvette with
7-liter, V8 engine. Newby was to make
two runs Thursday. His team is now look-
ing to Friday.

After the first run, mechanics will
replace the batteries and turn around the
car for a second run. The speeds of each
run will then be averaged by agents for
the Federation Internationale de
L’Automobile, the motor sports govern-
ing body that will impound the car for an
inspection after the attempt.

WHEN

will you get the power of email working for your business?
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Hatch proposes legislation
that would fuel U.S. refineries

BY DEBBIE HUMMEL

Associated Press Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch announced
a plan Thursday to propose legislation that he says would
reduce gasoline prices by increasing production at U.S.
refineries.

The Gas Price Reduction Through Increased Refining
Capacity Act of 2005 is part of a three-pronged approach
Hatch says is a long-term solution to the country’s soar-
ing gas prices.

Last week, Hatch introduced legislation aimed at mak-
ing alternative fuels and advanced technologies prof-
itable. The third part of Hatch’s plan would increase
efforts to develop oil shale and tar sand deposits in Utah,
Colorado and Wyoming.

“I wish there were something we could do to bring
prices down immediately, but I can’t promise that,”
Hatch said, standing feet away from pumps at a Salt Lake
City Sinclair gas station charging $2.25 for a gallon of
unleaded gasoline.

“The legislation I'm proposing and policies that
Congress is considering are long-term solutions,” he
said.

A new refinery has not been built in the United States
since the 1970s, Hatch said. With the difficult economics
of refining, nearly 200 refineries have been shut down
since the last one was built leaving 149 overworked
refineries, he said.

Refineries must invest in expensive new equipment to
comply with regulations, which trump investments for
equipment that would increase capacity. Rates of return

in refining are lower than others in the petroleum indus-
try, according to a National Petroleum Council report.

Hatch hopes that providing financial incentives to
increase refinery capacity would decrease the amount of
refined petroleum products the country must rely on.

“It’s extremely important that we do everything we
can to increase domestic supply and we can do that by
increasing refinery capacity,” said Bob Slaughter, presi-
dent of the National Petrochemical and Refiners
Association.

American refineries are capable of producing about 17
million barrels a day, but demand is about 20 million bar-
rels a day, Slaughter said. The value of petroleum and
petrochemical products is increased during the refining
process, and by decreasing the need to import refined
gasoline, diesel and home heating oil prices would go
down, he said.

Hatch’s plan would focus mostly on encouraging
investment in increasing production at existing refiner-
ies, although it doesn’t exclude the building of new
plants. Either way, it’s unlikely that the country could
produce all of the petroleum products used on a daily
basis, Slaughter said.

Companies that produce gasoline may be losing
money at their refineries, but the scarcity created by not
performing at higher capacities ultimately benefits them
in the money they make at the gas stations they own, said
David Hamilton, a spokesman with the Sierra Club.

“Having more refining capacity is a good idea. Paying
the companies to do it really presents a fairly sad picture
of the corporate citizenship of the oil industry,” Hamilton
said.

Homeland Security: Securing border
is about more than stopping illegals

BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN

Associated Press Writer

DOUGLAS, Ariz. — Securing the U.S.-Mexico border is
about more than trying to stop illegal immigrants, the
head of the Department of Homeland Security said
Thursday as he made his first visit to the border.

“The issue of securing the border is a homeland secu-
rity issue, it’s an immigration issue and it’s also a human-
itarian issue,” Homeland Security Secretary Michael
Chertoff said.

Chertoff said one of the obvious concerns facing his

department is worrying about efforts of potential terror-
ists to come into the country.

The Arizona border is considered the most vulnerable
stretch of the 2,000-mile southern border. Of the 1.1 mil-
lion illegal immigrants apprehended by the U.S. Border
Patrol last year, more than half crossed into the country
through Arizona.

U.S. Sens. Jon Kyl and John McCain, who accompa-
nied Chertoff on his tour, noted that thousands of crimi-
nals are caught coming illegally into the United States
every year, raising the potential of a terrorist attack to a
higher level.
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Bush looks to open up forests to road building

BY JOHN HEILPRIN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Bush administra-
tion, in one of its biggest decisions on
environmental issues, moved Thursday to
open up nearly a third of all remote
national forest lands to road building, log-
ging and other commercial ventures.

The 58.5 million acres involved, main-
ly in Alaska and in western states, had
been put off limits to development by for-
mer President Clinton, eight days before
he left office in January 2001.

Under existing local forest manage-
ment plans, some 34.3 million acres of
these pristine woodlands could be opened
to road construction. That would be the
first step in allowing logging, mining and
other industry and wider recreational uses
of the land. Under proposed rules, new
management plans have to be written for
the other 24.2 million acres before road
building can commence.

Governors have 18 months to submit
petitions to the U.S. Forest Service, chal-
lenging either the old plan to stop devel-
opment, or calling for new plans to allow
1t.

Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns
said in announcing the rule that his
agency “is committed to working closely
with the nation’s governors to meet the
needs of our local communities while pro-
tecting and restoring the health and natur-
al beauty of our national forests.”

The Agriculture Department, which
includes the Forest Service, said gover-
nors can base their petitions on requests to

protect public health and safety; reduce
wildfire risks to communities; conserve
wildlife habitat; maintain dams, utilities
or other infrastructure; or ensure that citi-
zens have access to private property.

The Forest Service, which will review
and have final say over the petitions, calls
the new process voluntary and is setting
up a national advisory committee on the
rule. “If a governor does not want to pro-
pose changes ... then no petition need be
submitted,” the agency says in briefing
documents obtained by The Associated
Press.

Roadless areas in national forests
stretch among 38 states and Puerto Rico.
But 97 percent, or 56.6 million acres, are
found in 12 states: Alaska, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington and Wyoming.

Environmentalists say the new rule
also would let the administration rewrite
the forest management plans to lift restric-
tions against development on most of that
forest land.

“Yesterday, nearly 60 million acres of
national forests were protected and today
as a result of deliberate action by the
administration they are not,” said Robert
Vandermark, director of the Heritage
Forests Campaign, run by a coalition of
environment groups. “The Bush adminis-
tration plan is a ‘leave no tree behind’ pol-
icy that paves the way for increased log-
ging, drilling and mining in some of our
last wild areas.”

The Clinton-era rule has been much
debated in federal court.

A federal court in Idaho had issued a
preliminary injunction against the road-
less rule in 2001, but the San Francisco-
based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th
Circuit overturned the injunction based on
an appeal by environmental groups.

Then in 2003, a federal court in
Wyoming overturned the rule. Many of
those same groups appealed to the
Denver-based U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 10th Circuit, which heard arguments
Wednesday.

The Forest Service believes its new rule
“helps us to move forward with a policy
that is not clouded by legal uncertainty, as
was the case with the 2001 rule,” says a cur-
rent agency document entitled ‘“National
Key Messages & Talking Points.”

Jim Angell, an attorney with
Earthjustice law firm in Denver, who
argued the case, called that just an excuse
for pushing through a new rule that repre-
sents “a huge step back for the protection
of our most pristine lands.”

“Really, this is an effort to rush this
rule through before the 10th Circuit can
reverse that Wyoming judge, just like the
9th Circuit did before,” he said. “It’s
incredibly cynical of them to use that
judge’s ruling as an excuse.”

Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., also
criticized the new rule.

“During times of skyrocketing federal
budget deficits, and with a $10 billion for-
est road repair backlog, it is fiscally irre-
sponsible to start building new subsidized
roads,” said Cantwell, a member of the
Senate Energy & Natural Resources
Committee.

Bush move gives many road rash

By The Associated Press

Reaction across the West to the Bush
administration’s decision Thursday to
open up nearly a third of all remote
national forest lands to road building, log-
ging and other commercial ventures.

ALASKA: “It’s a hotly debated item, but
what we’re going to see out of this, [
think, is an effort by this administration to
balance the areas that don’t have roads in
them and allow other areas to have road
access.” Alaska Gov. Frank
Murkowski.

ARIZONA: “It’s a shame and one of the
most striking things about the whole
process is how dishonest it’s been. ... The
old plan helped to protect roadless areas
in national forests. The new plan com-
pletely reverses protection for roadless
areas. It’s a wholesale abandonment of
protection for roadless areas. Putting a
fancy name on it does not change the
facts.” — Erik Ryberg, a Southwest forest
advocate for the Tucson-based Center for
Biological Diversity.

“The Bush administration is focused
on harming the national forests. Arizona
forest is public land, and they don’t
belong to the timber industry or any one
industry.” — Sandy Bahr, a spokes-
woman for the Sierra Club.

CALIFORNIA: “We have no plans to
build roads in the roadless areas of the
national forests in California. ... Areas are
roadless here for a reason.” — Matt
Mathes, regional spokesman for the U.S.
Forest Service.

“It’s a much more sane policy in deal-
ing with our roadless areas.” — Phil

Aune, vice president, California Forestry
Association.

“We think this is a tragic gutting of the
roadless rule that had such popular sup-
port and would have done so much to pro-
tect California’s roadless areas.” — Ryan
Henson, policy director, California
Wilderness Coalition.

COLORADO: “We’re disappointed the
way it’s turned out, but we look forward
to working with Gov. (Bill) Owens to
save as much roadless land in Colorado as
possible.” —David Petersen, head of the
roadless land program for Colorado’s
chapter of Trout Unlimited.

“Trees, wildlife, and fish don’t respect
state boundaries, and I don’t think deci-
sions about management of roadless areas
— or other parts of the national forests —
should be based on those lines, either,” —
Rep. Mark Udall, D-Colo., who also called
the rules “a significant step backward.”

“There is not one single Western state
that’s not been asking the federal govern-
ment for more power to determine these
kinds of decisions.” — Jim Sims, execu-
tive director of the Denver-based Western
Business Roundtable.

IDAHO: “We congratulate the Bush
Administration for taking such a positive
step toward resolving the roadless debate.
This rule recognizes that a broad dictate
over 60 million acres is simply unaccept-
able. By empowering states to offer sug-
gestions on the management of roadless
area in their states, the Forest Service can
craft management plans to local condi-
tions, reflecting local priorities while
maintaining the lands for everyone.” —
Statement issued by Idaho’s congression-
al delegation.

“We are extremely disappointed that
the new Bush plan fails to provide ade-
quate protection for the last roadless areas
in the country. These areas are some of
the most important areas for fish and
wildlife. They provide far and away the
best hunting and fishing opportunities in

the country.” — Jonathan Oppenheimer
of the Boise-based Idaho Conservation
League.

MONTANA: “It’s a complete betrayal of
the trust, the promises the Forest Service
and the Department of Agriculture made
to keep our backcountry lands intact. ...
Our hope is that the governor will prevent
this senseless assault on Montana’s her-
itage.” — John Gatchell, conservation
director with the Montana Wilderness
Association

“The Bush administration has put sub-
sidizing timber companies ahead of clean
drinking water and wildlife habitat.” —
Michael Garrity, executive director of the
Alliance for the Wild Rockies.

“We welcome our opportunity to pro-
vide input and we won’t be shy about pro-

viding it.” — Montana Gov. Brian
Schweitzerd.
NEVADA: “While this has been a

volatile issue nationally, I’'m in favor of
this policy change because I strongly
believe in state’s rights. I look forward to
seeing the details of the new roadless des-
ignation rule which sounds like a more
reasonable and measured approach than

the one it’s replacing.” — Nevada Gov.
Kenny Guinn.
NEW  MEXICO: “The  Bush

Administration has provided a way to deal
with the roadless issue that empowers
states. I was deeply disappointed with the

On the road

By The Associated Press

The Forest Service’s inventory of
so-called roadless areas in national
forests includes lands within 38 states
and the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico:

Alabama, 13,000 acres.
Alaska, 14.7 million acres.
Arizona, 1.1 million acres.
Arkansas, 95,000 acres.
California, 4.4 million acres.
Colorado, 4.4 million acres.
Florida, 50,000 acres.
Georgia, 63,000 acres.

Idaho, 9.3 million acres.
Illinois, 11,000 acres.
Indiana, 8,000 acres.
Kentucky, 3,000 acres.
Louisiana, 7,000 acres.
Maine, 6,000 acres.
Michigan, 16,000 acres.
Minnesota, 62,000 acres.
Mississippi, 3,000 acres.
Missouri, 25,000 acres.
Montana, 6.3 million acres.
Nevada, 3.1 million acres.
New Hampshire, 235,000 acres.
New Mexico, 1.5 million acres.
North Carolina, 172,000 acres.
North Dakota, 266,000 acres.
Oklahoma, 13,000 acres.
Oregon, 1.9 million acres.
Pennsylvania, 25,000 acres.
Puerto Rico, 24,000 acres.
South Carolina, 8,000 acres.
South Dakota, 80,000 acres.
Tennessee, 85,000 acres.
Texas, 4,000 acres.

Utah, 4 million acres.
Vermont, 25,000 acres.
Virginia, 394,000 acres.
Washington, 2 million acres.
West Virginia, 202,000 acres.
Wisconsin, 69,000 acres.
Wyoming, 3.2 million acres.

TOTAL: 58.5 million acres.

Clinton Administration’s attempt to shut
out state and local voices in the manage-
ment of federal roadless land.” — Sen. Pete
Domenici, R-N.M., chairman of the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

“This is a classic example of the Bush
administration trashing our democracy
and trashing our forests. Today, the clean
drinking water, wildlife and recreational
opportunities of our wild forests are
severely damaged.” — Bryan Bird, forest
program  coordinator for  Forest
Guardians, a Santa Fe, N.M.-based envi-
ronmntal group.

OREGON: “This administration is not
replacing or doing away with the Clinton
rule. They’re coming up with a process to
protect and manage these important areas,
because for the last couple years there has
been no rule.” — Chris West with
Portland, Ore.-based American Forest
Resource Council, who noted that in 2003
a federal judge ruled that the Clinton rule
was illegal.

UTAH: “T can’t say that we’re shocked
given this administration, but this is really
a travesty of a policy. In the course of the
process that led to the roadless rule, about
four million comments were collected and
they were overwhelmingly in favor of
protecting the land.” —Heidi MclIntosh,
conservation director for the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance.
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Meeting takes umbrage with religious right

BY RICHARD N. OSTLING
AP Religion Writer

NEW YORK — A video screen showed
President Bush boarding a plane for
Washington. His purpose: To get to the
White House and sign Congress’ bill ask-
ing federal courts to review the removal
of Terri Schiavo’s feeding tube.

Joan Bokaer of TheocracyWatch.org
offered her take on the action. “There’s
something strange about the folks running
our country,” she quipped. The audience
of 500 people responded with some
appreciative chuckles.

Bokaer, from a social action center
affiliated with Cornell University, was
speaking at a conference last weekend
that denounced conservative Republicans
on matters like mercy-killing, abortion,
gay marriage, research using human
embryos, broadcast indecency, Israel,
Iraq, faith-based charity funding, judicial
nominations and church-state relations.
The book table sold assorted Bush-bash-
ing titles.

But the gathering wasn’t a Democratic
Party caucus.

It was an academic conference at the
City University of New York on “the real
agenda of the religious far right” — and it
offered a fresh example of just how ven-
omous America’s conservative-liberal
religious split has become and how entan-
gled faith is with politics.

The meeting came as debate about reli-
gion’s role in politics and government has
reached incendiary heights with the
Schiavo case, followed by the dispute

over Republican judicial nominees and
Democratic Senate filibusters.

At the CUNY conference, the central
threat speakers raised was “theocracy” —
a label often heard from politicians and
liberal pundits in recent days that conser-
vatives consider extremely insulting. The
word’s dictionary meaning is a regime
where clergy monopolize power and
impose divine dictates.

Though one speaker lamented Roman
Catholicism’s new  “fundamentalist
pope,” the weekend’s chief targets were
evangelical Protestants — whose tactics
were compared with those of Machiavelli,
Hitler, Stalin and Jim Jones of mass sui-
cide fame.

One speaker described even the Rev.
Billy Graham as a theocratic fellow trav-
eler because he wants more Christians
involved in public life.

While conservatives would certainly
take offense to some of the comments,
evangelicals have shown in recent weeks
that they also have a touch for remarks
guaranteed to irritate or frighten fellow
Americans.

Talking about candidates for federal
judgeships, Southern Baptist seminary
President R. Albert Mohler Jr. said, “We
are not asking for persons merely to be
moral. We want them to be believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

And on ABC’s “This Week,” Pat
Robertson reaffirmed his beliefs that lib-
eral judges are more dangerous to
America than anything for centuries, al-
Qaida included, that he’s dubious about
Muslims as judges and that if he were

president he’d allow only Christians and
Jews in his cabinet.

The speakers at CUNY offered fierce
language, too. Historian Hugh Urban of
Ohio State University charged Christian
hard-liners with exploiting the “otherwise
vacuous figure of George W. Bush” as
they plot against democracy.

Charles Strozier, director of a CUNY
terrorism center, said the religious right,
“emboldened in ways never seen before in
American history,” is promoting the
“basically neo-Fascist schemes of the new
Republicans.”

No speaker representing religious con-
servatives was invited to offer a rebuttal.
Nor did conferees clarify what religious
lobbying is proper or improper.

The Rev. Bob Edgar, a former
Democratic congressman and general sec-
retary of the National Council of
Churches, strongly favors religious poli-
ticking but said in an interview that he
draws the line when groups say “we are
right and everyone else is evil” or claim
that “another point of view is illegitimate.”

Edgar accuses the religious right of
such attitudes. “This may be the darkest
time in our history,” he told the CUNY
conference. “Our very liberties are at
stake.”

His church council supported the
CUNY meeting along with Americans
United for Separation of Church and
State, People For the American Way and
others. The New York Open Center and
CUNY were the co-sponsors.

Responding to the meeting, conserva-
tives said their political activism merely

expresses their rights as citizens to advo-
cate, vote and participate in government
— the same rights liberals and secularists
exercise.

Theocracy labeling is “a very subtle
attempt to smear evangelical Christians
with what we see happening in the
Mideast,” said Tony Perkins of the Family
Research Council.

Tom Minnery, public policy vice pres-
ident with Focus on the Family, called the
charge “ludicrous.” He said the confer-
ence indicates the left “is vaporizing in a
hysteria of ignorance and vindictiveness.
We’ve never seen anything like it.”

Mostly, CUNY conferees backed the
theocracy charge by associating the reli-
gious right with an extremist movement
known as “reconstructionism,” “theono-
my” or “dominionism.” Proponents such
as Rousas J. Rushdoony of California’s
Chalcedon Foundation, who died in 2001,
advocated imposition of Old Testament
laws.

Evangelical activists deny that this
small group influences their thinking.

One nonpartisan expert who wasn’t
present at CUNY, Rice University sociol-
ogist William Martin, agrees that recon-
structionists are a tiny fringe, though he
does worry that some activists are being
tempted toward theocratic thinking.

“Of course religious people have a
right to be involved in politics, and we
can’t expect them to leave their values
behind,” he said. “The proper response
from those who disagree is not to pro-
claim them as un-American but to try to
oppose them in the political arena.”

Aloha, California! Mainland buyers heading to Kauai

BY JEANNETTE J. LEE

Associated Press Writer

HONOLULU — The proximity to Hawaii
and a large number of wealthy baby
boomers looking to retire in the islands
are among the reasons Californians top
the list of out-of-state property buyers on
Kauai, according to real estate agents on
the Garden Island.

“There’s a strong California influ-
ence,” said Lou Dubuque, a real estate
agent with Century 21 All Islands. “It’s
easier for them to buy because the flight is
pretty short and there’s so many
Californians here already, they feel very
much at home.”

Since January 2004, 521 single family
homes and condominiums on Kauai have

been purchased by buyers based in
California, according to Debbie Evans, a
statistician with Honolulu-based Hawaii
Information Service, which tracks real
estate data. New Yorkers came in second
with 196 purchases.

Many real estate agents said sales of
Kauai real estate to mainlanders increased
dramatically after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks because many no longer felt as
comfortable traveling outside the country.

“By flying off the continental U.S. to
come to Hawaii, they get the satisfaction
of leaving the continent, but remaining in
the U.S.,” said Jim Pycha, owner and
principal broker of REMAX Kauai.

The five- to six-hour flight from
California to Hawaii isn’t too daunting and
many baby boomers from the Golden State

are laying the groundwork for retirement.

“They’ve made money and want to get
their piece of paradise,” Pycha said.

In lockstep with the rest of the state,
home prices on Kauai have risen in recent
years as second-home buyers, investors
and current and soon-to-be retirees have
stormed the market.

According to Hawaii Information
Service, the average price of a single-fam-
ily house on Kauai was $627,000 in
February, up from $425,000, or about 48
percent from February 2004. The median
price of a condo fell slightly from
$435,000 to $431,650 for the same period.
In Waimea and Koloa, the average resi-
dential property price rose from $275,000
and $465,000 respectively in 2004 to
more than $1.2 million in each area in

February of this year.

The increase is good for real estate
businesses and investors, but has pushed
many residents out of Kauai’s housing
market. The availability of rental housing
has dropped as homeowners cash in on
now hugely valuable properties, forcing
renters to buy a home or leave the island.

“I have a handful of first-time home-
buyers, generally younger, and they are
forced to have these huge mortgages,”
said Carol Andrews, a real estate agent
with Na Pali Properties.

“We’re seeing quite an exodus of resi-
dents, a lot are leaving the state for the
mainland or Oahu,” Pycha said.

In-state purchases of residences and
condominiums on Kauai since January
2004 numbered 947, Evans said.
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SUREDULED SERVICE:

WE USE ONLY FACTORY PARTS

YOUR ALTERNATIVE TO DEALERS.

=g
WESTSIDE MOTORS

1453 Lincoln Blvd. (At Broadway) SM (310) 395-3125

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN

AGING GRACEFULLY?
WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

B Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services * statefarm.com®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI — State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including |
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice. /
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AUTO TIRE Shop needs experienced
service writer and tire technician.
Full time Culver City (310) 391-
5333

AUTO MECHANIC ~ FT/PT, M-F,
WLA location. Small shop seeking

dedicated, reliable, experienced
mechanic. Valid DL. (310) 203-
0543.

BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory.
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.

BOOKEEPING HELP
Must know Quickbooks Pro,
Mac exp. a +
Mon-Thur 10-4 or 12-6,
$20.00/hr.

Email resume to
shonwell@aol.com
Fax to 453-1108 or
Call 582-1188.

BOOKKEEPER/ AR, AP, Payroll, Bank
Reconciliation quarterly tax state-
ments. Marina Del Rey area. Benefits.
Fax, resume, (310) 574-9332.

CARE GIVERS/ companions: live-in or
out, min. 2 yrs experience and work
related references required. Driving
preferred, CNAs/CHHAs welcomed.
Bondable (323) 692-3692.

CASHIER/ DELIVERY Full Time, Bene-
fits. Exp preferred bi-lingual, Santa
Monica area, fax resume to

(310) 450-6401.

BARTEND

EARN

A==

e 1 or 2 week training
o Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377

www.nationalbartenders.com

COUNTER HELP needed Main Street
cafe. Coffee/ Panini Shop. Fast paced,
must have 3 yrs restaurant experi-
ence. Apply in person, 2715 Main
Street.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Afternoon
shifts. Apply afternoons in person.
215 Broadway, SM. (310)396-9898.

EXPERIENCED DENTAL assistant for
SM practice. Full time, call Nicole at
(310) 828-7429.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

delet Center, adjacent to Mount St.
Mary’s College in Brentwood, seeks a
general maintenance professional to
operate, maintain, and repair boilers,
generators, air conditioning, etc. in a
multi purpose residential and meeting
facility. As head of the maintenance
department, this person will supervise
two employees, evaluate products
and services from outside contractors,
maintain work order logs, oversee re-
furbishment projects and continuous-
ly monitor the condition of the building
and its infrastructure. Minimum of 3
years in maintenance of large build-
ings required. $19.00-$24.00/hr. de-
pending on experience. Contact R.
Scherrei, 11999 Chalon Rd., LA
90049; (310) 889-2109;
RScherrei@csijla.org; FAX (310) 472-
5982.

MASSAGE CERTIFICATE
COURSE

Earn new career in 5 days!

Brandon Raynor’s international-
ly acclaimed hands on deep
tissue massage course

May 9th-13th, M-F, 9am-5pm
in Marina Del Rey.
Toll free (888) 330-3338

MORTGAGE CO. needs outside
PR Reps to locate local home
owners wanting to refinance.
Absolutely no selling!
$500 Deal + sign. 10% commis-
sion, EASY! (310) 601-0277 or
(562) 733-5808.

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 $9/hr

RADIO PUBLICITY campaign sales, full
commission F/T or P/T in Santa Moni-
ca (310) 998-8305 ext 84

RETAIL SALES Professional, high end
women’s apparel, 3-4 days/wk. Top
$! Experience necessary. (310) 264-
2577

SECRETARIAL/ ACCOUNTANT

Tile Company, SM. Full Time 8-5/
Mon-Sat. Great salary (310) 995-
5136.

SIMPLEHUMAN NEEDS reliable ex-
perienced mature individuals fo
part-time retail positions at the
Westfield Century City Mall. Pleas-
efax resumes to (310) 538-9196
Attn:  Vivian or email to
support@simplehuman.com. More
information at
www.simplehuman.com

GET YOUR real estate license! Local
R.E. offices hiring. Reimbursed ex-
penses, great opportunity (888) 300-
8448x110. Call Cory.

HAIR STYLIST/ Barber wanted, $125/
week rent for person with clients.
2106 Wilshire Blvd., Call Kristin
(310) 829-5944

HAIRDRESSER NEEDED. 20 year old
salon, great location on Wilshire. Rent
chair or commission sales. Russian
speaking a plus. Call Mary 818-207-
7771,

HELP WANTED Part-time, office per-
son for family theatre. Basic computer
skills.  For  more information
(310) 656-0483.

P/T RETAIL salesperson.
Apply in person
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm.
Wilshire West Fine Paper.
3023 Wilshire Blvd. SM.

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR. Caron-

STYLIST/BARBER WANTED in Santa
Monica. Non-conformist atmosphere.
Low rent. Call Don (310) 315-1098.

TELEMARKETING SALES base + Xlent
commission. Work from home, 6-20
hrs/ week (evenings). Need PC and
fax. Loan officer exp. a plus. Central
Pacific Funding, a 10 year old full
service mortgage corporation. Fax re-
sume (310) 899-3953.

WANTED: FULL time, exp line cooks.
Apply in person Marix Tex Mex, 118
Entrada Drive, SM, CA (PCH & Entra-
da) btwn 2-4PM M-T. No phone calls
please

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for
$1750 (310)479-3054

L

INFINITI

Infinitiof
SANTA MONICA

#1 Fastest  Growing
ealerin
Los Angeles County

Based on facts and figures from
Infiniti Western Region

PRE-OWNED
SALES

EVENT
MANY MAKES
& MODELS TO
CHOOSE FROM

ALL VEHICLES
""SALE PRICED"

03 INFINITI G35 COUPE
(VIN #223140)

’02 LEXUS RX 300
(VIN #147027)

01 INFINITI 130 SEDAN
(VIN #020896)

’03 LINCOLN AVIATOR
(VIN #)16512)

01 BMW 325Cic CONVERTIBLE
(VIN #Y52151)

’03 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
(VIN#012172)

01 AUDI 2.7T WAGON AWD
(VIN #069835)

’03 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
(VIN #322092)

'97 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GS SPYDER CONV.
(VIN#157086)

02 INFINITI 135 SEDAN
(VIN #027802)

*01 CADILLAC DEVILLE SEDAN
(VIN#238144)

02 BMW X5 3.0i AWD
(VIN#P54513)

03 INFINITI 135 SEDAN
(VIN #104235)

°’99 TOYOTA RAV4 L
(VIN#043668)

*03 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
(VIN#014954)

04 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
Pre-Owned (VIN #113460)

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA
1-800-Infiniti

00

9
Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
90401

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

0 L MITSUBISHI

Santa Monica

2005 Mini Cooper
6,400 Miles

Call For Price [vin 091643]

2000 Porsche 911 Cabriolet
Triple Black, tip, 38k miles,
48,995 [viN 651944]

2002 Hyundai

Santa Fe green full power Automatic

$13,995 [vin 281519]

2003 Nissan Sentra

Full power cd auto

510,495 [vIN 798964]

2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse

Full power auto

$11,995 [vin 080815]

2001 Mitsubishi Spyder
36K Miles, Leather, Full Power

$17,225 [vin 152218]

2001 Mitsubishi Mirage
44K Miles, Full Power

$8,995 [viN 27253]

2002 Lexus 1S300

Black Chromes, Clean Car

$19,995 [vin 062170]

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

NEED A second pair of eyes? Experi-
enced newspaper editor available for
copy editing. Call
(310)365-1753 to have your scripts,
manuscripts, novels or any document

proof reading,

typo free.

WANTED TO Buy: Stamp collections

US or world wide. (310) 459-6315

Advertise! CGall us at (310) 458-7737

Health Tour Packages all

inclusive in Costa Riea.
W fiarmonycenters.com

BEVERLY HILLS Adjacent 1472 S.
Crest Drive 2+1 lower back unit.
Stove, carpet, dining room, blinds, ga-
rage parking. No pets $1350
(310) 578-7512.

1617 BROADWAY
Live Work /Apartment

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2375/mo
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage
Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

CHECK OUT OTHER
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

VENICE BEACH large studio @ 26 Pal-
oma Ave. with full size refrigerator
and new carpet. One block to the
beach. Excellent location in the heart
of Venice beach. Well priced at $895.
One year lease. No pets. Call Jack @
(310) 466-9256

MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #201.
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C,
fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 2 balco-
nies, intercom entry, gated parking.
No pets $1425. $300.00 off move-in
(310) 578-7512

SANTA MONICA! Beautiful large 1
bedroom + 2 lofts townhome @ 820
Bay St. with 2 car garage, fresh car-
pet, paint, jacuzzi tub, large deck,
endless storage, a must see! $2295.
(310) 466-9256

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

VENICE BEACH: 39 Sunset Ave. 1 bed-
room with ocean view in tudor style
building. Great location 1/2 block to
the beach. 1 Year lease, no pets. May
be seen by appointments $1150.
(310) 401-0027.

WESTWOOD UNFURNISHED  Condo
2+2. 1639 Selby Ave. Unit C. Stove,
refrigerator, W/D, dishwasher, carpet,
microwave, A/C, intercom entry and
gated parking. No pets. $1695 Call
(310) 578-7512

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 1BDRM
w/balcony @3115 Bagley Ave. with
fresh carpet, paint, stove, FRIDGE and
assigned parking. A steal at $950!
(310)466-9256

SANTA MONICA $1025/mo
1bdrm/1bath no pets, hardwood
floors. 1 block south of Montana

(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES * RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

529 Montana $1225
Lower 1 bed, gated entry,
shared garage, fridge & stove

1441 Princeton  $1350
Lower 1 bed, updated, Pergo
floors, new blinds & more

847 6th St.  $1895
Front upper 2 bed, 1% baths,
new carpet & blinds

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA

10900 S.M. Blvd., WLA,
$875
Upper single, new carpet,
fridge & stove, near UCLA

1610 Barry, WLA, $1550
Front lower 2 bed, 1% bath,
remodeled, new carpet,
linoleum, innds & more

1234 Wellesley, WLA,
$1700
Front upper 2 bed, 1/ bath
beautiful remodel, new appli-
ances, granite counters, tile
bathroom

10724 Missouri, WLA,

$2300
Upper 3 bed + den, 2 bath,
FIRST MONTH FREE RENT!
call for more details

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

LA GROVE Area, 458 N. Curson, #104,
1+1 Art Deco buildings. Stove, hard-
wood floors, fridge, blinds, laundry,
No Pets. $1250 (310) 578-7512.

MAR VISTA Lrg 1 bdrm @ 3743
McLaughlin. Fresh paint, carpet, great
closets. One year lease, no pets, no
smoking $995. (310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA $1000/mo Courtyard
garden style building. 2 bedrooms/1
bath. One year lease (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1025.00 1 bdrm/1
bath. Refrigerator, stove, parking, NO
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #13, Mgr
#19.

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo 6 blocks
from beach! 1bdrm/1bath, refrigera-
tor, stove, hardwood floors, laundry
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1495/mo
2bdrm/2bath. No pets, new carpets,
tile, large closets, laundry, refrigera-
tor, (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com

SANTA

MONICA $1600/mo
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2bdrm/1bath with private yard, hard-
wood floors, AC, W/D hookups
(310) 395-RENT ~ www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo North of
Wilshire, 2bdrm/2 bath, laundry, dish-
washer, newly remodeled building
(310) 395-RENT ~ www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $700/mo. Charming
unfurnished bachelor, no pets, carpet,
laundry, refrigerator and microwave
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $975/mo
1bdrm/1bath. No pets, refrigerator,
stove, carpets, laundry large closets
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $985/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Laundry, refrigerator,
quiet neighborhood, high beamed
ceilings and skylight (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm/ 2 bath condo
available at 1440 23rd St. (Broadway)
Security bldg, security parking, hard-
wood floors (310) 600-3957
$2095.00

SANTA MONICA, $1100/mo. Bunga-
low style, 1bdrm/1bath. Parking,
walking distance to market and shops
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com.

SANTA MONICA- 1BD/1BA All remod-
eled. Washer/dryer, Jacuzzi tub, hard-
wood  floors.  $1495/mo.  Call
(310) 490-9326. 1433 19th St., open
for viewing

VENICE BEACH Sunny single @ 50
Breeze Av., 1 block to beach. Hard-
wood floors and full kitchen. Lots of
charm and character. 1 year lease, no
pets. (310) 466-9256. $975

W/LA, 1+1 UPPER UNIT, NEAR UCLA,
1423 Barry Ave. No pets, new paint.
$1195 (323) 651-0122

WEST HOLLYWOOD $850/mo, 1 bdrm,
upper, A/C, built-in refrigerator, new
carpet, blinds, laundry, security park-
ing, no pets, North Vista Street
(310) 456-5659

WLA APARTMENT for rent, $1100/mo.
1bdrm/ 1bath, A/C, security system.
(310) 391-8880

Houses For Rent

MAR VISTA, best area 2bdrm/1ba plus
workshop garage, new paint, large
yard w/deck, fireplace, stove, refriger-
ator, W/D hookups, w/c pets $2150
(310) 403-8272

LOOKING FOR professional per-
son to share a furnished two-
bedroom apartment one block off
of Montana. Private bath.
Laundry on premises.
$1,000 a month, includes
underground parking.

(310) 365-1753

Commercial Lease _

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private
Offices with Windows

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

NAL o

B LIRARER B 1A

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(31 0) 806'61 04 cporter@naicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

AVOID
COSTLY
BUYER TRAPS
BEFORE
BUYING A
HOME

Free Report reveals how
to avoid them.
Free recorded message.
1-888-465-4534
www.matillarealty.com

(310) 943-7657

(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make
your dreams a reality

@ George Chung Realtors

SAVE BIG MONEY buying a home!
Remington700.com or Recorded mes-
sage (800) 842-5316 EXT 709

PAC
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.75%
10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625™
7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%
5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.8
3 YEAR/1 ARM
1 YEAR/1 ARM
6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of April 12, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan

WE FEATURE
100%
INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

$500,000

1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 PMO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 PMO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000

1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 PMO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 PMO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

EQUAL HOUSWA
LEN

DER REALTOR®

Surf Lessons
Private and Group
Equipment provided
CPR Certified

310-920-1265
Camp@learnhtosurfla.com

IDAHO !!

Executive Home(s) with acreage in
South Central Idaho. Near Soldier
Mountain Ski Resort (Owner-Bruce
Willis). 50mi. from Sun Valley, 1.5
hours/Boise. Awesome views/open
space! Sub dividable potential!

$995,000. 4/bedroom,  3/bath
2800+sq/ft, 80-+acres retreat-
uc!!

Executive retreat at Ski Mountain!!
1998 built 5/bedroom, 3/bath
3100-+sq/ft log home, top of hill,
60-acres $849,000. Reduced -
Huge!! Now $649K!! Includes 2
NEW Snowmobiles & New ATV!!

Another! 2/bedroom 2/bath cabin,
3+/- acres $360,000-0WC!

Sun Valley golf course home, 3400
sq/ft 3/bedroom, 3.5/bath. Cheap-
estin SVIUC $1,795,000.

State of the Art Equestrian Facility
— 40+/- acres. Less than replace-
ment!! Sun Valley, $1.365m

Call Chris Grathwohl. (208) 720-
5690.

Storage Space

SANTA MONICA- Garage for rent.
Storage, easy access. 1934 18th

Street. $195/mo. Call (310) 490-9326

Massage

5'2” HOURGLASS Figure offers

full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. Incall/
Outcall special rate between 6am-
9pm, Rachel

(310) 339-6709

A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full
body massage, outcalls available.
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from  $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

CHOCOLATE, FIT, Cute Masseuse.
Foot-back walking; rock, stretch,
dance, kneed  (2-4hrs)  Dolly
(310) 890-3531 outcall 24/7.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-

ropean. Professional Lady Sonja
(310) 397-0433.
MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN

Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again
SM near Promenade, free pkg
(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit.
Paul (310) 741-1901.

| Announcements |
Lost & Found

FOUND: KEYS on key ring, Monday
5/2/05 approx. 2:45pm on top of
SMDP paper rack. Southwest corner
of Arizona & 5th St. (310) 260-0029.

DBAS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE
NO. 05 0805135 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as JNH Designs,
1777 Westwood Blvd., #200, Los Angeles, CA
90024. The full name of registrant(s) is/are : Jerod
Helt, 1804 Industrial St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
This Business is being conducted by, an individual.
Signed: The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or
names listed on (Date)4/1/2005. /s/: Jerod Helt
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
LOS ANGELES County on 4/1/2005. NOTICE: THIS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRI-
OR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name statement in violation of
the rights of another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to
publish ~ 5/6/2005,  5/13/2005,  5/20/2005,
5/27/2005

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE
NO. 05 0795292 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as The Abbott Group,
1271 Stoner Ave, #303, Los Angeles, CA 90025.
The full name of registrant(s) is/are : Loronjac, Inc.,
1271 Stoner Ave., #303, Los Angeles, CA 90025
This Business is being conducted by, a corpora-

tion. Signed: The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or
names listed on (Date)10/8/1996. /s/: Loronjac,
Inc., President, Jack Brown

This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
LOS ANGELES County on 10/8/1996. NOTICE: THIS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRI-
OR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name statement in violation of
the rights of another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to
publish ~ 5/6/2005,  5/13/2005,  5/20/2005,
5/27/2005

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
L.A’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

p
ACCEPTING %)
NEW CONSIGNERS <730

WANTED:

LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL
GUcCcl
HERMES

ST. JOHN
PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI
DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com
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* Recelve a

complimentary 2nd
opinion/consultation

Moe Koshki, D.D.S. General & Cosmetic Dentistry

(310) 395-1261

1260 15™ Street #805, SM. CA 90404

YOUR TUTOR

1 HOUR FREE

All Ages  All Subjects
Math Tutoring ® SAT e Test Prep
Exp. Prof. Teachers.
B.H., Westside, S.EV

310/488-1774

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

ONE HOUR Alterations,

hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc.
Made by professional Call

Michael (310) 980-2674

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

DIAMOND RED PAINTING

AND HANDYMAN SERVICE

A professional painting contractor
License #809274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415 5189 (Cell)

Senior

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

BEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

FOLL SERVICE GRAPEIC QESIEN ST

Print Design, Web Detign, Pristing
IA51.1125
wuw studisl Ddesign.com
far cheafc arw kappp P! iz whal we e

You should call:

Tk | Taed /
24 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)

828-2233

Tired of
counting calories?
Let us do it for you.

fatilin.com

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

www.fatburn.com

'WESTSIDE GUYS |

Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY. ELEC., PAINT ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (31[]& 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

" Computer Services
SMALL BUSINESS

FRIENDLY

“Excellent experience right off
the bat on my 1st call. Thank you!”

— Keith Barkley
Classic Hair & Skin Studio

NETWORK COMPUTING SOLUTIONS

(310) 729-6845

www.networksolutio.net

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Law Offlces of

Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil
Personal Injury
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

LOVED ONE
ARRESTED?

Call the law offices of
Clifford Nichols. Esq.

Criminal Defense Law Firm

(310) 917-1083

% FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION

www.cliffnicholslaw.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge.
Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day
of publication except for Monday's paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad
call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.0. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located
at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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WE MAKE PRINTING
AWALKIN THE PARK.

POSITIVE EXISTENCE PRINTING EXPERTS
310-989-9444 » wWW.PEPRINTING.COM :
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ERA Realty announces the
opening of its new offices

ERA Marina Bay Realty ERA Far West Realty
SO0 Aittnrrally Wevy. #7200 G705 Fawtthorne Dtod., Ste T
Marina Lot Fovy. CA4 90292 Lawndate, CA 0260
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4314 Marina City Drive, MDR THREE BEDROOM
Three bedroom for lease at $3870/MO. Presented by Beverly b g THREE BATHS IN A
~ 91 NEIGHBORHOOD OF
3051 Hampshire Circle in Corona { SIMILARLY NEWER
Four bedroom, two story home in a wonderful neighborhood. _ HOMES
Exclusive listing — principals only. Call Jaye (213) 700-5903 P y—————— \Cl FOR \/ANESSA

OUR FULL SERVICE MORTGAGE COMPANY
FOR ALL YOUR LENDING NEEDS

. 40 year loans available! e Full Service Realty Company
Licensed California Broker QLU TIRIATCET VAR e Refinance/New Homes Purchase
#01294435 Conforming intermediate arms e Real Estate School for licensing
oA 8 3 year 1 arm 4.875" e | oan Officer Training
1 5 year 1 arm 5.125* e Now Hiring Real Estate Agents and
ERA 7 year 1 arm 5.375" Loan Officers




