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(This is the first story in a two-part
series that looks at crime statistics in
Santa Monica over the past year. On
Tuesday, the city’s police chief will offer
some perspective on crimes committed in
Santa Monica.)

For the first time in eight years, major
crimes have increased in Santa Monica.

There were 4,909 incidents last year,
215 more than the previous year — a 4.6
percent increase, according to the police
department’s annual report.

Burglaries saw the largest increase —
up 19 percent, from 602 in 2000 to 720
last year. Although burglaries increased,
last year was the fourth lowest since 1956,
when crime reports were made available.
Residential burglaries increased 10 per-
cent while non-residential burglaries
increased 30 percent.

Robberies also increased significantly
— up 16 percent over last year. In 2000,

there were 268 incidents and last year
there were 312. Just over half the rob-
beries were committed using physical
force and about 31 percent were commit-
ted with a gun.

Most of the robberies took place in
streets, alleys and other public places.
Commercial locations experienced 90
robberies and residential had only six.

But despite an increase, more violent
crimes decreased slightly or remained the
same. Rapes declined from 31 in 2000 to 24
in 2001, making it the second lowest year
since 1966 when there were 11 incidents. 

Two homicides occurred last year, the
same as the previous year. 

Aggravated assaults in 2001
decreased 8 percent, with 316 incidents.
It hasn’t been that low since 1983 when
there were  294.

Crimes against persons rose slightly,
about 1.4 percent when compared to 2000,
which saw an increase of 2.7 percent.

Crimes against property increased 5.1

City crime on the rise Cinco de Mayo celebration!

City denies construction
is behind increased
mice activity
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Downtown Santa Monica’s recent
mouse infestation has business owners
and city officials baffled as to where the
rodents came from.

The Los Angeles County Health
Department last week temporarily closed
five downtown restaurants for having
mice in their buildings. The restaurants
were allowed to reopen in 48 hours after
passing a subsequent health inspection.

What’s troubling to businesses leaders
and restaurant owners is that none of the
restaurants had previous rodent problems.
Every restaurant, except one, had
received the highest rating from the health
department.

“Our restaurants aren’t dirty,” said
Kathleen Rawson, executive director of
the Bayside District Corporation. “They
have been caught in this situation and
we’re trying to help them deal with it as
best we can.”

Many downtown restaurant owners

believe the recent rodent problems stem
directly from the high volume of con-
struction in the city’s commercial core
over the past year.

City government has been ripping up
its streets to create a downtown transit
mall, making sidewalks wider and trying
to make the city’s downtown core more
pedestrian and mass-transit friendly.

The transit mall construction has coin-
cided with a public works project replac-
ing 100-year-old water mains under
downtown streets, as well as a lot of pri-
vate construction projects near the city’s
core. At least four commercial construc-
tion projects are active on Second and
Fourth Streets and there are at least anoth-
er three housing projects underway near
the Promenade area. 

“I first started noticing the problem
about the time when all this construction
began,” said George Rifold, owner of
George’s Bistro, a small eatery located
near the center of the Promenade. “It
stands to reason if you disturb their habi-
tat (the mice) are going to move some-
where else.”

The mice moved further downtown and
to the beach, Rifold said, and moved into
the building where his restaurant and Bravo

City’s mice epidemic
puzzles local officials

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A Santa Monica man sick of listening
to sales pitches left on his answering
machine claims one telemarketer violated
his rights as a consumer.

However, Deverin Karol’s attempt to
sue Nowalk-based Bolsa Financial, Inc.
Thursday failed to convince Santa
Monica Small Claims Judge Pro Tem
Richard Shcolnek that the telemarketer
violated federal laws.

Karol said two pre-recorded messages
left on his answering machine in January
by the company within two weeks of each
other violated the Federal Telephone
Consumers Protection Act.

The law prohibits companies from call-
ing consumers randomly and trying to sell
unsolicited goods and services over the
phone. Violators can be forced to pay the
consumer up to $500 for each infraction.
Karol was asking for $1,000.

Christopher Wells, a Bolsa sales repre-

sentative, argued his company complied
with the law because the messages did not
try to sell services but only offered a free
financial analysis. If the messages were
returned, callers would then be pitched a
home loan, he said.

“We identify ourselves at the begin-
ning of the message so the listener knows
right away who the business is,” he said.

Wells denied that his company used
pre-recorded messages or that it made
more than one call to Karol.

However, Karol shot down that claim
quickly when he produced the tape from
his answering machine which had both
messages left by Bolsa Financial, as well
as his caller ID box that showed Bolsa
made two calls to him. 

Not clear on the law, Judge Shcolnek
took the case under advisement. After
researching the statutes, Shcolnek ruled
last week that Bolsa wasn’t to blame
because no sales pitch was actually made

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Dancers with Herencia Mexicana performed for a large crowd celebrating
Cinco de Mayo at Virginia Avenue Park Sunday. The dance group, which
rehearses at the park, performed a folk dance representative of the Mexican
state of Jalisco. Hundreds of people showed up for the city-sponsored cel-
ebration, which marks the day when, on May 5, 1862, Mexican soldiers
defeated French troops.

Telemarketer triumphant
in Santa Monica court

See CRIME, page 3

See MICE, page 3See COURT, page 3



LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Pace yourself with someone. You have a
lot of ground to cover. Think in terms of what
might happen. News from a distance takes you
into another realm. Think about your expecta-
tions and what might help you in dealing with
someone. Tonight: Get some physical exercise.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Your creativity and attractiveness could
hit someone with a sour note, especially if he or
she is attached to you. Work with finances and
deal on a one-on-one level. Your senses of direc-
tion and humor goes far, but if you’re not careful,
they might not be able to heal an impending rift.
Tonight: Play away.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Listen carefully to another shares. You
might not always feel in synch with someone,
especially about your domestic or personal life.
Others, though very agreeable in the a.m., could
become veritable tigers by the end of the day.
Steer clear. Tonight: Turn on the answering
machine and do your thing.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Others present a plethora of ideas, which
you like. Yet instrumenting change could be more
than a handful. You easily could become frustrat-
ed. You don’t have to act on others’ projects. Do
your own stuff until you’re good and ready!
Tonight: Let off steam at a favorite place.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Your finances demand your attention.
Others might be receptive to new ideas and dif-
ferent approaches, but when it comes to follow-
ing through, you could be uncomfortable. Charge
your ingenuity where it counts. Don’t get dis-
tracted. Tonight: Treat yourself well.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ You’re unusually misdirected, not
exactly sure what to do or where you’re coming
from. Allow yourself to have what you want.
Someone who might be close to you could give
you unusual flack. Listen to another’s sugges-
tions; however, you don’t have to follow them.
Tonight: Take it easy.

HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Where your friends are is where you want
to be. But where you need to be is at work, mov-
ing along a key project or two. You accomplish
the most in the early part of the day. By midafter-
noon, your temper and fatigue punctuate your
mood. Ouch! Tonight: Go for some extra Zz’s.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Your efforts come back in multiples. It
is as if you have a “magic” touch. No matter what
you handle today, success will follow you.
Review a matter that is close to your heart. Focus
on the end results, but be aware of the cost of
your drive to the finish line. Tonight: Let off
steam with friends.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ You don’t need to convince someone that
you’re right. You do need to take charge and
expedite work. Express your extravagance in a
positive manner. Treat the office to doughnuts.
Be careful when letting another know you’re dis-
appointed. Tonight: Chill out as soon as you can.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Be more in touch with what you desire.
How you say what you feel might radically
change in the next few months, once you see how
others react. You don’t need to muzzle yourself.
You do need to take a workshop in diplomacy!
Tonight: Detach and relax.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Deal with another directly, expressing
your bottom line. Your instincts help you work
with someone on a one-on-one level. Trust your
intuition and follow through on key matters. Do
nothing halfway that involves a partnership or your
financial status. Tonight: Togetherness works.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★ Let others follow through and help you with
an issue. You could push another beyond his or
her limits without being aware of it. Worse yet, it
could be a boss who doesn’t hesitate to express
his or her anger. Tread with care, because you
might burn a bridge otherwise. Tonight: Flow
with others.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Virgo, flow well with others tonight

“I have so little sex appeal that 
my gynecologist calls me ‘sir.’”

— Joan Rivers
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ANTIQUES & FURNITURE

ON CONSIGNMENT

2316/2408 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA (AT KENSINGTON)

310-581-5566
16,000 sq.ft of Fabulous Buys

on Consignment and New Furniture

Mon.— Sat. 10am-7pm

Specializing in 
19th Century Antiques

Shiatsu Massage School of
California is hosting Kung Fu classes
for beginning students from 4:15 to 5:15
every Monday. Suggested Donation per
class is $4.00. Free class for first-time
visitors. 2309 Main St., (310) 396-4877.

Community Yoga Classes offered to
students of all levels. $6, Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
and 3:30 p.m. Saturday 2 p.m., Santa
Monica Yoga, 1640 Ocean Park Blvd.,
(310) 396-4040.

Want to be on the A-List?
Send your calendar items to

P.O. Box 1380
Santa Monica, CA 90406

Attn: Angela
angela@smdp.com
Fax: 310.576.9913

Santa Monica’s 
Daily Calendar

Today at 
the Movies!

Santa Monica Daily Press

GET OUT!

LANDMARK’S
NuWILSHIRE THEATRE

1314 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

THE CAT’S MEOW [PG-13] Dolby SR
1:30 - 4:15 - 7:00 - 9:30

KISSING JESSICA STEIN [R] 
2:15 - 4:45 - 7:15 - 9:45

LAEMMLE’S 
MONICA 4 PLEX

1332 Second St, Santa Monica

Y TU MAMA TAMBIEN
12:00 -2:35 -5:10 -7:45- 10:15

ENIGMA
1:10 - 4:05 - 7:00 - 9:45

RAIN
1:00 - 3:20 - 5:40 - 8:00 - 10:15

DOGTOWN AND Z-BOYS
12:15 - 2:40 - 5:05 - 7:30 - 9:55
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Since 1967
QQuuaalliittyy  &&  VVaalluuee  AAllwwaayyss!!

““FFrreesshh  WWhhoolleessoommee
CChhooiicceess  EEvveerryyddaayy””

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  11//22  pprriiccee  oommeelleetttteess

ddaaiillyy  bbeettwweeeenn  66aamm--77aamm  

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Large Cheese Pizza,
Large Spaghetti, 
and Large Salad 

$19.95
310.451.SLICE (7542)

915 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

Cucina are located. Both restaurants were
recently cleared by the health department.

Rifold is remodeling his kitchen and
restaurant extensively to prevent the mice
from getting in.

“I’ll have to redo the entire restaurant,”
he said. “It’s costing me a fortune, but it’s
either that or we get closed down.”

Rifold believes city officials need to
acknowledge that construction is the
cause of the problem and he wants them to
help downtown businesses control the
mouse population.

But city officials refuse to accept

responsibility. They also deny claims by
some that the city’s open dumpsters and
dirty alleys are attracting mice.

“If the general upheaval of street con-
struction were related, we would have
seen the same phenomenon on Main
Street during sewer construction,” said
city spokeswoman Judy Rambeau. “That
was not the case there and we do not think
there’s a connection on the Promenade.”

El Segundo-based Innovative Pest
Management was hired by the city to han-
dle pest control matters on the Promenade,
downtown alleys and dumpster rooms in
the public parking structures.

The company recently added addition-
al bait stations — little green boxes with
poison inside — along the Promenade. So
far, the investigation has found that mouse
activity has not increased at any location.

“We’ve ruled out construction and
dumpsters,” Rambeau said. “And our pest
management company continues to attend
to the public areas.”

Carl Doucette, an Innovative Pest
Management employee, said the mice
may be living under the sidewalks of the
Promenade. He said when the city filled in
holes where trees grow out of the side-
walks along the walkway, they may have
left gaps where mice could get in and nest.

Doucette said the company has con-
centrated its efforts on the center islands
of the Promenade, adding several new bait
stations and increasing the total number to
23 along the Promenade. The company
has installed between three to four bait
stations in every public parking structure.

“I have seen a steady level of problems
and in the city it fluctuates depending on
where you are in the city,” he said. “It’s a
battle the city recognizes and any time we
have a problem we address it.”

Two Santa Monica-based pest control
services agree that the level of mouse
activity downtown has not increased in

recent months.
“I don’t know that it’s any worse than it

ever is,” said Robert Schwartz of Pest
Control Services. “They aren’t hard to con-
trol, use the proper bait and you’ll get them.”

They said mice live close to their food
sources and typically will not travel far-
ther than 15 feet from their nests, even if
there is heavy construction nearby.

“Mice usually stay within a short
range,” said Phil Noud of Pestforce 1. “I
don’t believe the city is responsible, and
besides there is no real way to prove it.”

Experts say mouse population has not increased

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
23 rodent bait stations, like the one shown
above, have been placed downtown.

Andrew H. Fixmer/ Daily Press
Children and adults alike were taught how to make their very own Piñata’s at
the Cinco de Mayo celebration at Virginia Avenue Park Sunday. First partici-
pants inflated a balloon, covered it in newspaper strips dipped in starch and
decorated with it colored paper. At the end of the night, event organizers said
they would give the one with the nicest Piñata a bag full of goodies to fill it with.

Piñata or bust

MICE, from page 1

Plenty of coastal cities throughout
southern California allow dogs on their
beaches, with strict regulations.

But not in Santa Monica, which leaves
pet owners with few options with where

they can take their dogs for exercise.

This week’s Q-Line wants to know:

“Do you think Santa Monica needs a
dog-friendly beach area?”

percent, which partially reflects the
increase in burglaries. Still, the 4,255
crimes against property is the second
lowest since 1959 when 3,988 were
reported.

Larceny, which includes crimes like
shoplifting, bicycle theft, purse snatch-
ing and pickpocketing, rose 2 percent.
Theft from autos rose significantly —

from 1,157 in 2000 to 1,230 in 2001.
Bicycle thefts almost doubled — 196

in 2000 to 359 in 2001.
Motor vehicle thefts increased 6 per-

cent, although the 515 incidents is the
second lowest number recorded since
1965  when 477 were stolen.

Of the vehicles stolen in 2001, 218
were recovered and 103 of them were
recovered within Santa Monica.

to Karol. 
“It was a pretty cut and dry case,”

Karol said Friday. “I can’t understand
why the judge disagreed with me.”

Wells said Shcolnek probably real-
ized Karol was trying to take advantage

of the company.
“We have called millions of people

and there are predatory people out there
taking advantage of the law for their
own profit,” he said. “There are a num-
ber of Web sites out right now that are
trying to teach people how to make a
profit out of cases like this.”

No sales pitch over phone
equals no case in court

CRIME, from page 1

COURT, from page 1

2001 Crime stats released
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Money Back Guarantee on All Purchases

$5 off
any purchase of 

$25 or more
Cannot be combined with any

other offer

FEDORA PRIMO
HAT MERCHANTS

216 PIER AVENUE, SANTA MONICA
(just off Main Street)

310 399 8584

makins hats ltd.

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  2211  yyeeaarrss  iinn  tthhee  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Sandwich

with Soup or Salad

$6.99

222 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica
310.829.7829

Watch All NBA Playoffs 

1776 Westwood
Los Angeles

310.470.2499

DDiinnee  IInn  • TToo  GGoo  • DDeelliivveerryy

Let Your Voice Be Heard!
It’s Anonymous!
Check Out the Question of the Week 

on page 3 and Call Us with Your Opinion!

Q-Line:
310.285.8106

LETTERS
Land owners can get massive tax breaks 
Editor:

I was very happy to hear about John Paul DeJoria’s generous donation of land to
be added to Topanga State Park in your May 3 article, “Millionaire sells land in SM
mountains for cheap.” 

I can only assume that Mr. DeJoria was aware of, and took full advantage of, the
California Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000. I write to make
sure other owners of undeveloped space are made aware of the incentives California
has established for those contemplating donations as environmentally important as
Mr. DeJoria’s. 

The Act provides a tax credit to donors of property for conservation, including
donors of perpetual conservation easements. The credit is limited to 50 percent of
the fair market value of the land donated. For example, since Mr. DeJoria sold land
worth $13 million for $1.4 million, his donation of $11.6 million should earn him
$5.8 million worth of state tax credits. Land owners should get in on it early,
because the entire amount creditable under the act is limited to $100 million, and no
further tax credits may be awarded subsequent to fiscal year 2004-05 without fur-
ther statutory authorization. Thank you again to Mr. DeJoria, and I look forward to
hiking and biking in what makes Santa Monica so special, its mountains. (Owners
of potential donations of any size should feel free to contact me for more informa-
tion through the SMDP.)

Ofer Lion
Graduating student

UCLA School of Law

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those
of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encour-
aged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available
basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are
libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number
for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at
530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-
9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION
M ATTERS!

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401

sack@smdp.com

*Try Our

Shishlake —
2 skewers of tender filet mignon
with onion, mushroom and green
peppers cooked on an open grill
All dishes served with your choice of two of the following:
Basant rice, French fries, Green salad, Soup or Mixed veg-
etables (add any side order for $2.50).

716 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica

310.393.2913 fax 310.393.0115

GrandOpening!
Fine Mediterranean Cuisine • Healthy Fresh Food 

from our family recipes prepared daily from 100% fresh ingredients
We bake our own bread daily in our specially built stoves

Sham

$11.95
We have daily lunch specials

FREE delivery (within a 5 mile radius & $20 min. order)

Catering available

for a limited time only
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Sunkissed Tanning
926 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

Call for an appointment • 310.451.9895

Buy Two Months of Unlimited Tanning, Get One Free!
Regular beds only

only with this coupon • more coupons at www.sunkissedtan.com

� �

wildfiber
fiber arts supplies - yyaarrnnss - books - classes

a very modern, 
traditional knitting shop

1453 14th street • santa monica • 310.458.2748

KKAARRTTEEKK
MUFFLER & AUTO REPAIR

Quality 
Repairs at

Reasonable
Rates

Complete
Auto Repair
Foreign &
Domestic

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
$15.95 up to 5 quarts of Castrol

GTX  (most cars)

2310 COTNER AVE., WEST LA 90064 11480 GATEWAY BLVD., WEST LA 90064
310.444.4938 310.477.7475

We Specialized in Custom Exhaust Systems & Transmissions

GUARANTEED SERVICE!!

$2.00 Hazardous waste fee extra. with coupon. Expires 5/31/02

(310) 880-0644

• TOURS

• CHARTERS

• FILMING

• AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

• TRAINING

TAKE A HELI-TOUR!

Associated with Hover View Helicopters

mother’s day massage special

Treat your mom to a wonderful, relaxing
massage. Shiatsu, Swedish or Thai. 
One coupon per client. Purchase by 5/15/02. Gift
certificate good anytime. Come in or purchase by
phone w/ credit card and we’ll mail.

2309 Main Street, Santa Monica • 310-396-4877

$49Hr.
Reg.
$55hr

tao healing arts center

\EVENT CATERINGLUNCH • DINNER • DELIVERY • TAKE OUT

1432 A FOURTH STREET
SANTA MONICA
Between Broadway 

& Santa Monica Blvd.
FREE 2 HOUR PARKING 
in structure 5 before 6 

Call the Rib Hotline

820-RIBS

*FREE*
You are cordially invited to enjoy one

COMPLIMENTARY ENTREÉ
with a purchase of a second entreé of 

equal or lesser value.
Dine in only. Good at Santa Monica Restaurant only.

Limit one coupon with purchase of entreé. Not available with other coupon offers.
You must present this coupon. expires 5/05/02

(This is the second segment of the
FunHog’s travels to the OK Corral where
he went to cover the 118th anniversary of
the bloodiest shoot-out in the history of
the Wild West. Last week, the FunHog had
arrived and immediately bellied up to the
bar, where he met Daniel Austin, a jack of
all trades.)

While I was awaiting my shot of
Jameson, I knew trouble would find me.
Instead, it was Daniel Austin that grabbed
my ear and filled my head with lies.

“You writing about politics,” the
scruffy-looking stranger seated next to me
asked, looking over my shoulder at my
notes.

No, I told him.
“You ought to,” he replied.
I went about writing even more franti-

cally, trying to appear busy and slightly
crazy so as to thwart the stranger's attempt
at conversation. I'd learned a few things in
my lifetime, and one of them was that
nobody enjoyed messing with a certifi-
able loony. 

It didn’t work.
“What’s your politics,” he interrupted,

studying me from beneath two gray tufts
of brow.

Huh?
“Your politics. You a Democrat or a

Republican?”
“Neither,” I told him. “I've got one

agenda — my own, and it changes every
day, depending on my mood.”

The guy grinned, introduced himself as
Daniel Austin, then rapidly proceeded to
tell me the story of his life, which may
have been a total pack of lies. I sincerely
hope the stuff he said was true, though,
because I’d hate to think the most inter-
esting person I met on my roadtrip was a
total and unrepentant fraud.

Daniel Austin told me he was the man
who penned the famous line, “Today is
the first day of the rest of your life.” 

He also composed the catchy depart-
ment store jingle, “You'll love it at
Levitt’s.” He and one his former band
played at Trish Nixon and David
Eisenhower’s wedding reception. Austin
was a drummer. His teacher? None other
than Gene Krupa, who instructed Dan on
the finer points of slapping the skins back
in 1965 at Davey Jones’ Locker in St.
Paul, Minnesota. Among the many fasci-
nating folks he’d befriended in his 50
years on this planet were such luminaries
as Waylon Jennings, the Native-American
author Willie Whitefeather and the late
Steve McQueen. In his spare time Austin
piloted experimental airplanes, of the sort

that did in singer John Denver — whom
he also claimed to have known.

Daniel Austin also wrote a seven-page
children’s book called the “Book Of
Givens” that opens with the message, “To
honor your mind, think for yourself.”

I must admit that at the time I was
thinking, “why don't you think for your-
self to somebody else, my man.” Daniel
Austin must have picked up on that,
because he suddenly stood and smiled.

“Your writing,” he said, gesturing to
my notepad, “any good?”

“Nah … it’s just madness.”
Then Daniel Austin leaned in close and

whispered, “There is no great genius
without a mixture of madness.”

“Who said that?” I asked.
“I just did,” he said, then he shook my

hand and walked out the door.
After Austin left, I took to the streets

and did a bit of thinking for myself, most-
ly about the fabled OK Corral, which is
the reason I had come to the town too
tough to die. What I did was I figured out
why they called it that — the OK Corral.
Families show up, pay $6 a piece to
“stand where they fell,” then one of the
parents says, “OK, let's corral the kids,
load the mini-van and get outta here.”

That Tombstone wasn’t the same
Tombstone of Cathy the bartender, Anita
Skinner and the drunken waiter, and, cer-
tainly not Daniel Austin. Their way,
Austin had told me, was the “kaw-way,” a
Native-American term that translates to
“the four ways of life.” According to the
kaw-way, we all experience life with our
eyes, ears, noses and mouths — and with
two hands to protect us. Six ways, actual-
ly, but why get bogged down in specifics?

Whether or not he ever did or saw any
of the things he claimed he did, Daniel
Austin was no fraud — not to me, at least.
He set something in motion for me that
night at Johnny Ringo's Saloon, and my
journey became much more than just a
high-paying freelance gig to a tourist-
infested western circus. I walked out of the
bar and onto Allen Street, wary of drunk
drivers, but ready for Helldorado to begin.

Then I remembered Bottomfeeder, and
headed for the car to check on his condi-
tion. My friend hadn't been himself for
quite a while. He blamed it on the
Mexican water, but I knew that it was the
first detour that had gotten the best of him. 

(Dan Dunn is a Santa Monica resident
and writes for Warner Bros. Online. For
more FunHog fun, check out www.thefun-
hog.com).

By Dan Dunn

Road trip to OK Corral
celebration continues  
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310-458-7737
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By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Police officers
are conflicted about whether to return
marijuana to someone who’s legally enti-
tled to use the drug for medical reasons.

Under federal law, marijuana use for
any reason is illegal, but under state law,
growing and using pot with a doctor’s rec-
ommendation is legal.

In at least three cases in Northern
California, police have balked at returning
marijuana to people who successfully
pleaded that they shouldn’t be prosecuted
because their pot use is covered under
Proposition 215. Police argue that giving
back the pot could leave them liable to
prosecution under federal law against dis-
tributing illegal drugs.

“There is no legal answer to this
conundrum,” said Rory Little, a professor
at the University of California’s Hastings
College of the Law in San Francisco and
a former federal prosecutor.

In Yuba County, Sheriff Virginia Black
defied an order by a judge last week to

return 37 medicinal marijuana plants to
Doyle and Belinda Satterfield, who were
arrested in August but later had marijuana
charges against them dismissed.

“If I deliver marijuana to the
Satterfields, technically I place myself in
violation of federal law, and I’m not
inclined to do that,” Black said. “So I find
myself in a Catch-22.”

Jesse Choper, a constitutional law pro-
fessor at UC Berkeley’s Boalt Hall School
of Law, agreed with the sheriff. “I think it’s
pretty clear to me that they could be
charged under federal law,” Choper said.
“It’s unlikely, but technically it’s possible.”

That leaves the Satterfields wondering
whether they’ll get their marijuana back.
Doyle Satterfield, 52, said he uses mari-
juana for insomnia and arthritis, and his
wife has used it for chemotherapy treat-
ments for breast cancer.

Under state law, controlled substances
are usually destroyed after trial, or if charges
are dismissed, unless they were found to be
“lawfully possessed” by the defendant.

Cops torn about returning
medicinal marijuana

BY STEFANIE FRITH
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Small wine
importers fear a bill that would limit dis-
tribution of wine into California, backed
by a British beverage conglomerate and
the wine industry’s trade group, could
monopolize the state’s wine market and
wipe out their businesses.

Pushed by Diageo, the multinational
corporation that owns Guinness, Seagram,
Sterling and Beaulieu Vineyards as well as
Burger King, AB 1922 would let only an
importer designated by the winemaker
bring its brands of wine into California.
Diageo also has import rights for hundreds
of French wine brands.

Called a “primary source” law, the pro-
posal would benefit consumers by allow-
ing greater quality control for wine, said a
representative from the Wine Institute, an
industry trade group.

Marketing experts and owners of small
wine shops disagree, however. Instead of
looking out for consumers, Diageo and its
allies want to lock up a greater share of
California’s huge wine market.

Diageo is angling to create trade barri-
ers to boost the prices they can get for
their brands, said Ira Kalb, a Santa
Monica-based marketing consultant.

With its purchase of Seagram’s brands
last year, Diageo can now claim the No. 1
or No. 2 make in each category of world’s
biggest spirits market, the United States.
But financial analysts say Diageo paid a
premium for those brands and must look
for ways to improve its revenues.

So far, the bill by Assemblyman Marco
Firebaugh, D-Los Angeles, has attracted
the support of the biggest players in the
state’s wine industry. Along with Diageo,
the bill is backed by giant wholesalers,
such as Young’s Market and Southern
Wine and Spirits.

It is also supported by the Wine
Institute, which represents more than 600
small wineries in California. Top Diageo
executives are members of the Wine

Institute’s board of directors.
Diageo officials did not return repeat-

ed calls for comment from The
Associated Press.

Wholesalers and Diageo have donated
thousands of dollars to Firebaugh and
other members of the Assembly, including
House Speaker Herb Wesson, D-Culver
City, and Assemblyman Jerome Horton, a
Los Angeles Democrat whose committee
approved the bill April 15.

According to state campaign finance
records, these wholesalers have donated
more than $80,000 to Wesson and funds
he controls, $15,000 to a fund controlled
by former Assembly Speaker Bob
Hertzberg, $2,000 to Firebaugh and about
$6,500 to Horton.

Also, state lobbying records show,
Diageo’s United Distillers and Vineyards
division has spent more than $100,000
on lobbying expenses during this legisla-
tive session.

Opposing them is the recently created
California Fine Wine Alliance, a coalition
of small wine importers. They said the bill
would cost more than $100 million in
retail wine sales each year, and California
would lose $10 million in sales taxes.

The bill would expand California’s pri-
mary source law to include wine, meaning
importers would need to pay taxes on all
wines they bring into the state.

The law now applies only to distilled
spirits, which can only be brought into the
state by wholesalers authorized by the
alcohol maker. California is one of the
few states that does not have a primary
source law for wine, said Mike Falasco, a
legislative analyst for the Wine Institute.
The bill would just make California com-
ply with the rest of the country, he said.

Thirty-two states have primary source
laws for wine, said Bob Frohling, an ana-
lyst at the National Conference of State
Legislatures.

The bill, Falasco said, would also let
wineries better determine who is selling
their products and give wineries more
control over quality.

Assembly bill could
destroy wine businesses
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BY GARY GENTILE
AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES — In a world with
500 television channels, it’s getting hard-
er and harder to figure out who’s watch-
ing what.

For decades, data used to rate pro-
grams has been collected through devices
attached to TVs and radios, and by having
people in thousands of homes tediously
fill in paper diaries during the crucial
“sweeps” periods in May and November.

But that decidedly low-tech system is
about to get a major upgrade.

The two major companies that produce
television and radio ratings are testing
next-generation technology to give adver-
tisers the data they need to decide where
to spend their billion-dollar budgets.

The most promising is the “portable
people meter,” a beeper-like device being
developed by Arbitron that logs program-
ming seen or heard anytime, anywhere by
whoever is wearing it.

It requires nothing of participants other
than to wear it during the day and place it in
a home docking station each night so data
can be collected and transmitted to Arbitron.

The device uses sensitive microphones to
pick up codes embedded in television, radio
and even streaming Internet broadcasts.

“With the portable people meter, we
know that you carried it and what it was
exposed to,” said Thom Mocarsky, a
spokesman for Arbitron, which compiles
radio ratings.

Arbitron just completed the first phase
of testing, strapping meters on 1,500 par-
ticipants in Philadelphia.

The results were more comprehensive
than data collected by current means — in
large part because viewing and listening
outside the home was included.

There was also more information on
viewing and listening by young males —
a key demographic group for advertisers
— who are notoriously sloppy about
recording their habits in diaries,
Mocarsky said.

Nielsen Media, which provides televi-
sion ratings, is watching the tests closely,
with an eye toward forming a joint ven-
ture with Arbitron to roll out the technol-
ogy nationally.

Nielsen is testing its own meter to
monitor similar embedded codes. Unlike

the Arbitron device, the Nielsen meter
attaches to individual television sets.

Both systems could become essential
as digital television eventually replaces
the analog technology now in use. Digital
splits channels into several distinct sig-
nals carrying program information.

“Digital changes the way television is
transmitted, so the channel-based measur-
ing system goes away,” said Nielsen
spokesman Jack Loftus. “Everyone is
going to encoding, and the race is on to
see whose code is better.”

Advertisers are carefully monitoring
both prototypes in their search for more
accurate ratings data.

“The (paper) diary is incapable of pick-
ing up detailed cable information,” said
Susan Nathan, senior vice president and
director of media knowledge at Universal
McCann, part of the Worldwide McCann
advertising agency. “There are too many
choices. We know the diary is inferior. We
have lived with it forever, and it’s time to
get off it.”

Currently, national and local television
ratings are measured by Nielsen Media
Research using electronic devices supple-
mented four times a year by paper diaries.

Nationally, 5,000 randomly selected
homes are equipped with a meter on each
television in the house to log which chan-
nels are watched.

A second measurement is made by
assigning each household member their
own button on the device, which is turned
on and off when the person starts and
stops watching television.

The data is turned into detailed demo-
graphic statistics for various age groups.

Radio ratings are collected entirely
using paper diaries.

The new personal people meters, which
likely won’t be used nationally for three to
five years, also promise a solution to the
thorny issue of tracking how people use
personal video recorders to time-shift pro-
grams and zap advertising from shows.

The code system will reveal if a person
is watching live or taped shows and can
detect gaps that indicate fast-forwarding
through ads.

Advertisers are excited about the reams
of new data being generated by the sys-
tems and say they can’t wait for the tech-
nology to be perfected.

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Arson and homi-
cide investigators searched for clues
Sunday to a Hollywood Hills house fire
that killed four people.

The fire was reported late Saturday
night by the husband and father of three of
the victims who said he arrived home at
11:15 p.m. to find the house in flames,
said Jim Wells, a spokesman for the Los
Angeles Fire Department.

The man said his wife, daughter, son
and mother-in-law were in the house.
Names were not immediately released.

The bodies of a 43-year-old and 63-year-
old woman, along with a 16-year-old girl
and an 18-year-old man were discovered
inside the one-story hillside home on the
2900 block of Lakeridge Drive, said Wells.

No details of the investigation were
being released Sunday.

“We will conduct a very thorough
investigation,” said Capt. Jim Tatreau, of
the Los Angeles Police Department. “We
have a good number of witnesses we want
to speak to.”

Police were also checking video surveil-
lance cameras at nearby houses for video
that might help explain what happened.

Firefighters arrived at the house less
than three minutes after the fire was
reported, Wells said. The structure was
“fully involved” when the fire department
arrived, making rescue efforts “very diffi-
cult,” he said.

Neighbors who reported the fire
screamed that people were inside, and 20
firefighters were on scene in less than
three minutes, Wells said. It took fire
crews 30 minutes to put out of the fire.

Relatives gathered at the house Sunday
and told investigators there were working
smoke detectors inside the house.

People meter promises
better TV, radio ratings

Hollywood Hills fire kills four
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BY KEN MAGUIRE
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — Cardinal Bernard Law on Sunday
acknowledged the anguish caused by the archdiocese’s
withdrawal from a settlement with 86 alleged victims of
sexual abuse and said he would seek an “equitable solu-
tion.”

In a rare, detailed accounting of the church’s legal
affairs, Law explained that the archdiocese’s Finance
Council had rejected the agreement because of what he
called a “laudable” concern about the growing number of
victims and the church’s diminishing resources.

He disclosed that the number of additional sexual
abuse claims against priests and the archdiocese had
grown from 30 to 150 in recent weeks.

“I trust you can understand the disappointment, the
anger and even the sense of fresh betrayal which may be
in the hearts of the 86 persons,” Law told parishioners at
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross on Sunday.

“Nonetheless, I pray that, as time goes on, they may be
willing to help in the framing of a wider settlement which
can include the victims who have only recently come for-
ward,” he said.

The embattled cardinal did not apologize to the 86
Geoghan plaintiffs, all of whom signed the mediated set-
tlement.

Outside the cathedral, demonstrators gathered at the
door where Law exits and chased his car down the street,
waving signs and chanting: “First things first, pay the
victims now.”

One parishioner, who would not give his name, con-
fronted Law as the cardinal greeted people leaving the

church. “No real healing will take place ... as long as you
are the archbishop here,” the man said.

Law’s hand-picked advisers on the archdiocese’s
Finance Council outraged victims’ advocates Friday when
they refused to approve a settlement worth an estimated
$15 million to $30 million with 86 people who have
accused former priest John Geoghan of sexual abuse.

Geoghan was convicted in January of fondling a boy

and is serving a nine-to-10 year prison sentence.
Law said he had learned only Friday that the settle-

ment with Geoghan’s accusers, which he endorsed in
March, had to be reviewed by the 15-member finance
council, made up mainly of lay business people.

The council denied his request, the cardinal said,
because “the dramatic increase in the number of cases
has substantially altered the situation.”

Plaintiff’s attorney Mitchell Garabedian said he had
told the archdiocese for years that the number of claims
would escalate. During almost a year of negotiations, he
said, the archdiocese’s lawyers never mentioned that the
settlement would be contingent upon the Finance
Council’s approval.

Garabedian said he would contact a judge Monday to
set a court date to continue the litigation, including an
immediate deposition of the cardinal.

Law, who has refused calls to resign over his handling
of priests accused of sexual abuse, addressed this latest
controversy Sunday as he launched his annual appeal to
raise millions to help cover the archdiocese’s day-to-day
operating expenses and charitable mission.

Law told parishioners that the “constant crisis” will
“very likely have an effect” on the amount raised for the
church.

He has repeatedly said the money would not be used to
cover settlements. Last year’s appeal raised $16.1 million.

The archdiocese is considering mortgaging some of its
real estate to raise the millions of dollars needed to settle
with alleged victims, the archdiocese’s chief financial
officer, Chancellor David W. Smith, told the Boston
Sunday Globe. He said it likely would take months to
determine how much would be needed to pay the claims.

Boston’s Cardinal Law acknowledges pain of abuse victims

John Bohn/ Associated Press
Cardinal Bernard Law speaks to the congreation dur-
ing Mass at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross in
Boston Sunday. Law acknowledged the anguish
caused by the archdiocese's withdrawal from a set-
tlement with 86 alleged sexual abuse victims and
said he would seek to reach an "equitable solution"
in coming weeks.

BY MICHAEL BUETTNER
Associated Press Writer

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — An
organization for descendants of Thomas
Jefferson voted Sunday not to extend
membership to descendants of one of
Jefferson’s slaves reputed to have borne
several of his children.

The Monticello Association in a closed
meeting decided to continue to restrict
membership to Jefferson’s descendants
through his daughters Martha and Maria.

The group will continue to exclude
descendants of Sally Hemings, a slave at
Monticello with whom Jefferson has
long been rumored to have had a sexual
relationship.

The group heeded a recommendation
from a committee of scholars that studied

the paternity of Hemings’ descendants.
The panel concluded that “there is insuffi-
cient evidence to establish that members
of the Hemings family were descendants
of Mr. Jefferson.”

The group also rejected a proposal to
create a separate organization for descen-
dants of slaves and workers at Monticello.

The scholars’ committee was formed at
the behest of John Works Jr., a former
Monticello Association president who has
been a staunch opponent of admitting
Hemings’ descendants.

During Sunday’s meeting, Lucian
Truscott IV, a supporter of the Hemings
claims, displayed a photograph of a black
man with a zipper across his mouth,
which he said Works e-mailed to him.

Works responded: “I am not a racist.”
The exchange, overheard by a reporter

outside the room, was later confirmed by
the participants.

After the meeting, Works said he
regretted sending the photo, which he
called insensitive. He said his intention
was to remind Truscott of a pledge asso-
ciation members made not to discuss the
Hemings issue with the media. He said
Truscott had broken the pledge.

Shay Banks-Young, a Hemings
descendant, shrugged off Sunday’s deci-
sion. “We’re not hurt by this,” she said.
“Not being part of the association doesn’t
remove us from this family.”

The Monticello Association was creat-

ed in 1913 by Jefferson’s descendants to
promote the third president and preserve
the cemetery where he is buried.

The group’s annual meetings turned
political in 1999, when Hemings family
members began attending following a
study that suggested Jefferson fathered
Hemings’ last child.

During his presidency, Jefferson was
accused publicly of fathering several of
Hemings’ children after his wife died.
DNA tests have showed a male in
Jefferson’s family — possibly the former
president — fathered Hemings’ son
Eston.

Jefferson descendants vote against accepting Hemings kin

By The Associated Press

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS — EDT (Best-of-7)
Saturday, May 4

Sacramento 108, Dallas 91, Sacramento leads series 1-0

Sunday, May 5

New Jersey 99, Charlotte 93, New Jersey leads series 1-0

Detroit 96, Boston 84, Detroit leads series 1-0

L.A. Lakers 86, San Antonio 80, L.A. Lakers lead series 1-0

Monday, May 6

Dallas at Sacramento, 9 p.m.

Tuesday, May 7

Charlotte at New Jersey, 8 p.m.

San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 8

Boston at Detroit, 8 p.m.

Thursday, May 9

New Jersey at Charlotte, 7 p.m.

Sacramento at Dallas, 9:30 p.m.

Friday, May 10

Detroit at Boston, 7 p.m.

L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, 9:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 11

Sacramento at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 12

New Jersey at Charlotte, 12:30 p.m.

Detroit at Boston, 3 p.m.

L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.

Monday, May 13

Dallas at Sacramento, 9 p.m., if necessary

Tuesday, May 14

Boston at Detroit, 8 p.m., if necessary

San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, TBA, if necessary

Wednesday, May 15

Charlotte at New Jersey, TBA, if necessary

Sacramento at Dallas, TBA, if necessary

Thursday, May 16

Detroit at Boston, TBA, if necessary

L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, TBA, if necessary

Friday, May 17

New Jersey at Charlotte, 8 p.m., if necessary

Saturday, May 18

Dallas at Sacramento, TBA, if necessary

San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, TBA, if necessary

Sunday, May 19

Charlotte at New Jersey, TBA, if necessary

Boston at Detroit, TBA, if necessary

National Basketball Association playoff schedule
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BY JAMEY KEATEN
Associated Press Writer

PARIS — Calling on citizens to
protect France’s democracy, newspa-
pers across the political spectrum on
Saturday urged readers to cast their
votes for President Jacques Chirac in
his improbable matchup against ultra-
right leader Jean-Marie Le Pen.

Chirac, a conservative, is expected
to easily defeat Le Pen in Sunday’s
presidential runoff, but it will take a
while for France to recover from the
shock of this year’s presidential race.

Le Pen, leader of the National
Front, has been widely accused of
racism and anti-Semitism. His surprise
qualification for the runoff, beating
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin in the
April 21 first round, stunned France.

Le Pen’s success prompted a huge
wave of popular protests across
France. Anti-Le Pen marchers flooded
the streets nearly every day after his
first-round showing, culminating in a
gigantic march by more than a million
people on the May Day holiday.

The left-leaning Paris newspaper
Liberation on Saturday published a
front-page picture of a Chirac ballot
entering a ballot box. Over it was an
enormous one-word headline: “Oui!”
The day after the first round, the paper
had run a picture of Le Pen covered by
a huge “Non.”

The conservative daily Le Figaro
featured the headline: “Chirac, of
course.”

In an editorial, the daily La
Montagne of the central French city of
Clermont-Ferrand said Sunday’s elec-

tion was “first a question of assuring
the preservation of our liberties, of the
Republic and of serene democracy. On
Sunday, only a ballot with the name of
Jacques Chirac can guarantee it.”

The protests were expected to con-
tinue all the way up to the ballot box.
Some leftists, so disgruntled about
having to vote for Chirac, were plan-
ning to put on gloves to handle the bal-
lot. The Constitutional Council
warned that anyone casting ballots
with gloves — or other improper
behavior — could risk the annulment
of their votes.

In a sign of possible problems on
Sunday, some left-leaning poll work-
ers who supervise the voting weren’t
expected to turn up on Sunday in
protest of Le Pen.

“I’m missing 180 supervisors,” said
Francois Rysto, the chief of staff at the
city hall in the southwestern town of
Villeurbaine, on Friday.

Still a question is how many people
will abstain — the first round had a
record 28 percent abstention rate — or
how those who previously abstained
will vote on Sunday.

Liberation, in Saturday’s editorial,
urged voters to turn out massively for
the vote “so that the percentage score
of the leader of the National Front will
be as low as possible.”

Newspapers urge French voters to protect their democracy

By The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Archaeologists have discovered
the 110th pyramid to be uncovered in Egypt — the
4,500-year-old tomb of a queen whose identity remains
a mystery, the country’s antiquities director said Sunday.

“When we discover in Egypt a tomb or a statue, it’s
something important,” said Zahi Hawass, director of
Egypt’s Supreme Council of the Antiquities. “But when
we discover a pyramid, it’s the most important thing.”

Hawass said the last such discovery was four years
ago, when he found another queen’s pyramid at Saqqara,
south of Cairo.

The latest discovery was made by a Swiss team exca-
vating the tomb of the 4th dynasty pharaoh Redjedef,
son and successor of Cheops — also known as Khufu —
of Great Pyramid fame.

The Swiss archaeologists were clearing sand from
desert around Redjedef’s unfinished pyramid just out-
side Cairo when they found an unmistakable shape:

sharply cut blocks rising just a few feet above a square
base of just 5-by-5 yards.

The discovery “was completely by accident,”
Hawass said.

The site is just a few miles from Cheops’ Great
Pyramid, one of the world’s best-known. Redjedef ruled
for a few years after Cheops’ death and may have been
killed by his brother in an internecine power struggle.

The Swiss archaeologists, who completed a two-
month excavation of the queen’s pyramid last week,
found it contained three chambers in addition to the
tomb located about 15 feet underground. No mummy
was found — ancient tomb robbers had been at work,
Hawass said. Researchers did find a remnant of a lime-
stone sarcophagus, some pottery and one alabaster jar of
the type used to store organs removed from a body
before it was mummified.

The new pyramid’s proximity to the much larger
pyramid of Redjedef and its small size indicate it was the
tomb of a woman, probably the sister, daughter or wife
of Redjedef.

In all, 110 pyramids have now been found in Egypt,
Hawass said.

Archaeologists find pyramid
while excavating another tomb

BY DAVID MCHUGH
AP Business Writer

SINDELFINGEN, Germany — The
overnight shift at a major
DaimlerChrysler plant on Sunday
launched the first strike by Germany’s
largest industrial union in seven years,
one that could slow the recovery of
Europe’s biggest economy.

The powerful IG Metall Union said
2,000 workers at the German-American
auto giant’s sprawling Sindelfingen works
honored calls to stay home for the night
shift, beginning one-day work stoppages
at major employers in southern Baden-
Wuerttemberg state, a heartland of
German manufacturing.

The plant and its 25,000 workers make
Mercedes-Benz C- and E-class luxury

models, among the company’s most con-
sistent profit-makers.

Leaders of the 2.7-million member IG
Metall union, which also represents work-
ers in electronics and engineering, have
said the stoppage is to spread Monday to
U.S.-headquartered tractor maker John
Deere, which has a plant in Mannheim,
and car makers Porsche and Audi as well
as two more DaimlerChrysler plants.

Any wage settlement in Baden-
Wuerttemberg is expected to set the pattern
for workers across Germany. Most contracts
are negotiated between unions and regional
employer associations representing entire
industries, not company by company.

Pay talks broke down April 19 after the
union rejected the employers’ offer of a
3.3 percent increase for 15 months.

Employers say they can’t go any higher,
and some economists say any increase
over 3 percent endangers jobs and fuels
inflation.

The union has said it wants a 6.5 per-
cent increase as part of a one-year deal to
compensate workers for moderate
increases in the past, inflation and higher
productivity, though observers expect it to
settle for less. IG Metall members earn an
average of around $1,800 a month, plus
benefits including six weeks of paid vaca-
tion and bonuses.

IG Metall head Klaus Zwickel said
companies may be hit repeatedly with
strikes at short notice, costing them mil-
lions of dollars a day in lost business.

“The more painful the strike, the quick-
er the employers will give ground,”

Zwickel said in an interview with
Sunday’s Bild am Sonntag newspaper.

The president of the Federation of
German Industry, the country’s main
employers’ body, said the unions’
demands were “madness” given the coun-
try’s feeble economic situation.

Strikes are “a weapon from the century
before last and should be abolished,”
Michael Rogowski told the Bild am
Sonntag, arguing that such disputes
should be resolved by an arbitrator.

The union has called its first strike
since 1995 despite appeals from
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder for a wage
deal that doesn’t snuff out the beginning
of economic recovery in Germany, which
suffered a mild recession in the second
half of last year.

German union to launch first major strike in seven years

Laurent Rebours/ Associated Press
French President Jacques Chirac and his wife Bernadette wave as they leave the
polling station after voting in the second round of France's presidential election in
Sarran, central France Sunday. After a two-week campaign that mobilized France,
conservative President Jacques Chirac appeared likely to win his re-election bid
against far-right contender Jean-Marie Le Pen.

“When we discover in Egypt 
a tomb or a statue, it’s 

something important. When 
we discover a pyramid, it’s the

most important thing.”

— ZAHI HAWASS
Egypt’s Supreme Council of the Antiquities director

Chirac, a conservative,
is expected to easily

defeat Le Pen in Sunday’s 
presidential runoff
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Cat washing machine ... for a mere $20k
Spanish inventor Andres Diaz made the first U.S. sale of his $20,000, side-loading,

automatic cat-washing machine late last year to a Miami company, PetClean USA. The
three-cycle, 37-nozzle machine processes the cat in 30 minutes, and Diaz swears the cat
doesn't mind it. (And in March, Antrim, Northern Ireland, inventor Trevor Graham was
awarded about $8,500 from the Winston Churchill Foundation to study mobile dog-wash-
ing equipment in the U.S.)
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One man’s trash is another man’s treasure. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell that trunk full of junk that is collecting dust.

Creative

Advertise your art in the 
Daily Press.  

$1.00 DOLLAR A DAY 
Special rate!

ARTIST SUPPORT project.
Creative people, new meet-
ings in Santa Monica. Not 
12 step. Call (310)452-0851

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more! 
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

Employment

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, full time 
Circulation manager need-
ed immediately. Must have 
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and 
proof of insurance. Must 
be detail oriented, and will-
ing to work early mornings 
(3am to 8am), six days a 
week. Duties include, pick 
up of newspapers, distri-
bution to rack, box and 
drop locations, develop-
ment of new territory, rack 
and box maintenance, dai-
ly communication with of-
fice management of one 
other driver. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

EARLY MORNING delivery.
Newspaper delivery per-
son needed to deliver the 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Must have own vehicle, in-
surance and clean driving 
record. Responsible for 
delivery six days a week,
from 3am to 7am. Must be 
detail oriented, reliable and 
responsible. Good pay.
Call 310-458-7737 x 104.

Find that STELLAR employee 
by running a help wanted ad in 
the only daily newspaper in 
town. Maybe you’ll find some-
one who reads! C’mon, it’s only 
a dollar a day. 310.458.7737

Employment
HAIRSTYLIST COME join 
Manu’s friendly team. Booth 
rental or commission. Great in-
centatives. Contact Brenda 
(310)829-2554.

MALIBU AREA real estate de-
veloper seeks part time, ac-
countant / controller. Quick-
books & Excel a must. Fax re-
sume to (310)317-6764.

For Sale

CREDIT CARD Machine – Also 
does Check Guarantee. Great 
Condition – Under Warranty 
$395.00 310-729-4461 

HEAVY-DUTY, SPEED-CLEAN
washer, Maytag gas dryer, 
king/queen beds, bookcases, 
bicycles, rustic TV armoire.
(310)453-2902.

WASHER/DRYER. MAYTAG,
white, large capacity, good con-
dition. $150 for pair or best of-
fer. (213)705-1515.

WHAT ARE you going to 
do with all of that junk 
under your bed?  Get 
some dinero for it! Sell 
it in the Santa Monica 
Daily Press for a buck! 
310.458.7737

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

WIN A $500 ring, up to 50% off 
quality jewelry under $600 
www.jewelrydiscounter.com

Wanted

ISO TLC Generous single white 
male. Over 40. SBF into interra-
cial relationship seeks weekly 
allowance    + private 
room/bath. Prefer a church go-
ing catholic/christian faith.
Westside/any city. (562) 678-
5246

Wanted
PARKING or Space for MOTO-
RHOME WANTED on vacant 
land or beside residence. With 
or without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medita-
tor/Philosopher. Age 59. Code 
4567. Pager (323)433-4848.

For Rent
BEVERLY HILLS $1350.00 2 
bdrm, cat ok, R/S, carpets, 
laundry, parking included.
Westside Rentals, 395-RENT.

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $999.00 to 
$1400.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Promenade area! 
(310)656-0311.
SANTA MONICA $1100.00 2 
bdrm, R/S, carpets, near SMC, 
parking. Westside Rentals, 395-
RENT.
SANTA MONICA $695.00 Stu-
dio, R/S, carpets, utilities includ-
ed. Westside Rentals. 395-
RENT.
VENICE BEACH $775  Single, 
views, top floor/corner unit, 
hardwood floors, charming 
building, walk street. (310)564-
4000.
W. LOS Angeles $775.00 1 
bdrm,  1 bath, appliances, no 
pets, 10957 National Blvd., 
#B1/2. Unit is located in rear 
behind house.
WEST LA $765.00 1 bdrm, car-
pets, large closets, laundry, qui-
et neighborhood, parking in-
cluded. Westside Rentals, 395-
RENT.

Guest Houses
CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin’s! 
Find a sweet guest house in the 
Daily Press.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1150.00 2 
bdrm townhouse. R/S, patio, 
large closets, W/D hook-ups, 
near SMC, parking included.
Westside Rentals, 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1750 1 bed-
room, 1 bath. Hardwood floors, 
deck, front lawns, new applian-
ces, lovely. 607 Ashland near 
Main/beach. (310)399-4170.

WEST LA $750.00 1 bdrm, pet 
ok, R/S, carpets, yard. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $975.00 1 
bdrm duplex, pet ok, carpets, 
quiet neighborhood, parking.
Westside Rentals, 395-RENT.

VENICE BEACH Large house, 
4 bdrm, beautifully restored.
Walk street, hardwood floors, 
furniture available. (310)581-
5128.
WESTWOOD $1000.00 Guest 
house, R/S, walk-in closets, can 
be furnished. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT.

Roommates
BEVERLY HILLS $500.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, carpets, A/C, pl, 
laundry. Westside Rentals, 395-
RENT.

PACIFIC PALISADES $575.00 
Large furnished private bed-
room/studio. Laundry privileges.
Near town/beach. Share full 
bath. Female only! (310)454-
1282.
ROOM FOR RENT $600.00 1 
bdrm, shared bath, street park-
ing, utilities, cable, laundry in-
cluded. Euclid/Broadway 
(310)395-1516

SANTA MONICA $450.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, central access, 
laundry, quiet neighborhood, 
parking included. Westside 
Rentals, 395-RENT.

WESTWOOD/WALK TO UCLA 
$450 1 bedroom apartment with 
den, to share. Females prefer-
red. Eddie (310)403-5114.

Commercial Lease
THIRD ST. Promenade Small 
and large office suites available.
Great for entrepreneur or small 
business. Call (310)613-1415.

Massage

DR.-TRAINED MASSEUR.
Totally Pleasing Body-work 
by THOR. Comfortable & Pri-
vate. Ask about special 
rates. (310)829-5386

FRENCH MASSEUR Mas-
sage with class. Shiatsu, Oil 
Massage, Acupressure, Rei-
ki. Find Energy & Balance.
In/Out. (310)962-8189.

Massage
LICENSED, ORIENTAL thera-
pist. Provide foot herb soaking, 
a full body massage. Treatment 
to doorstep. 626-673-8419.

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

MASSAGE  EN-
JOY a really great, amazing 
and wonderful full body 
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue and Tantra. (Platonic 
only!) No time limit. Will 
come to you. 24/7  Cute, 
slim, fit, petite mature choc-
olate. 14 years experi-
ence. Dolly’s pager 
(310)236-9627.

QUALIFIED MASSAGE 
Melt away with soothing touch 
of experienced hands. Out call 
available. Janette (310)266-
9584.

SIX CLIENTS A Day...It’s possi-
ble if you choose to promote 
your rub downs in the Daily 
Press. It’s only a buck a day! 
Call now....(310)458-7737.

SWEDISH MASSAGE In/Out 
call pampering. Be pleasured 
by the lovely Dessarae.
(310)319-0462.

VERY FIT 29yr old offers new 
clients stong deep-tissue mas-
sage for only $38/hr. Normally 
$60/hr. In/out. Paul (310)741-
1901.

Announcements

GG  EE TT    UU  PP  !!
GG  EE  TT    OO  UU  TT  !!

AA    DD    VV    EE    RR    TT    II    SS    EE!!
IItt’’ss  oonnllyy  aa  bbuucckk!!

������������������������
PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect need’s volunteer’s for 
events that honor our heros.
(310)899-3888  pro.se@adel-
phia.net

Announcements
VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council!  Our Residents, 
Businesses,  Schools must 
come first!

Services
3 FREE Hours!

Quick Books and Excel.
4000+ hours Experience.
Setup/Clean up/Training.

quikcel@earthlink.net

ACCOUNTING CYCLE
SM - MDR Taxes, audit, G/L 
(310)724-2101

AT YOUR SERVICE! Profes-
sional Personal Assistance.
Let me take care of your per-
sonal and business needs so 
you can go play! (310) 452-
4310 STRONG REFER-
ENCES! Reasonable rates!

FAMILY HEALTH benefits 
$49.99/month. By law, every-
one is accepted. Free informa-
tion: (310)-281-1920.

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S 
GRADES/SAT'S. Certified 
LAUSD teacher offering tu-
toring service. Elementary & 
Secondary students. 310-
449-6672.

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more! 
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

WEB DESIGN Businesses in 
need of website guidance call 
(310)428-4869 for information.
Ask about available discounts.

ADVERTISE
In the

DAILY PRESS!
$1.00 A Day!

WE ARE THE
CLASSIEST 

GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the 

Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 
ext.101

C L A S S I F I E D  A D  I N S E R T I O N  O R D E R  F O R M

$14.80 per column 
inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words.
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS

RATES First: Last:

Phone: Fax:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

PRINT CLEARLY:

001 Announcements
010 Meetings
020 Legal Notices
100 Employment

200 For Sale
250 Wanted
300 For Rent
400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale
600 Services
650 Health/Beauty

P.O. Box 1380 

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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LOCATED IN THE 4 STAR ★ ★ ★ ★

A JW MARRIOTT BEACH HOTEL AND SPA

SANTA MONICA

1740  OCEAN AVENUE

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  310 -395 -9700  EXT:  6058

Mother’s Day
Champagne Brunch

$4500 Per Person
Children’s Menu available

Live Entertainment 
Indoor and Outdoor Seating

LLAABBrriiddggee
IInntteerrnneett

S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 5 9 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

BY PAUL WILBORN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — At age 38, Kat Wakula wishes
she had a little something in the bank.

Married for three years and the owner of an eight-
year-old horticulture business, Wakula is ready for what
she put off for so long — a baby.

But after months of taking her temperature, timing her
ovulations and putting sex on a schedule that leaves little
room for romance and serendipity, she’s still not pregnant.

Recent studies confirm Wakula’s dilemma and that of
millions of working women in their 30s and 40s: They
may look and feel young, but their eggs qualify for a sen-
ior citizen discount.

A Los Angeles fertility clinic sees a marketing oppor-
tunity in such women.

Starting in December when its new lab is finished, the
CHA Fertility Clinic on Wilshire Boulevard near Beverly
Hills will open an on-demand egg-banking service, giv-
ing women a chance to freeze and store their eggs while
they await Mr. Right.

The price, about $9,000, includes treatment to induce
egg production, harvesting and freezing. An annual stor-
age fee of about $500 is separate.

Wakula wishes there had been such a bank when she
was 30, although she’s not sure she would have had the
foresight to make a deposit.

“It would be nice to have something to fall back on,
now that it is not happening,” she said.

Economist Sylvia Ann Hewlett found that the number
of childless women in the work force is growing and that
when working women older than 40 try to become preg-
nant, the odds are stacked against them. By 27, a woman’s
reproductive potential begins to decline and it sinks dra-
matically after age 35, according to her book “Creating a
Life: Professional Women and the Quest for Children.”

“The myth was you can have a baby from the late 30s
to early 40s, but the reality is, the best time to have a
baby is when you are in your late 20s,” said Dr. Thomas

J. Kim, medical director of the CHA clinic.
The business is named after founder Kwang Yul Cha,

who pioneered in vitro fertilization techniques in Asia
and is well-known among U.S. fertility experts. He also
operates hospitals and clinics in South Korea.

Existing slow-freeze methods often damage the frag-
ile makeup of women’s eggs. But Kim said his Korean
partners have pioneered a new flash-freezing method

called vitrification that makes egg-banking viable.
“We feel we can offer this with a certain level of con-

fidence that we can deliver the product,” Kim said.
Other experts in the field aren’t so sure.
Dr. Zev Rosenwaks, director of a reproductive center

at Cornell University, said the CHA clinics in South
Korea are well-known for egg freezing, but he has yet to
see consistently positive results.

“Egg freezing is not very efficient, and women need to
be aware of the fact that it doesn’t ensure they will be
able to reproduce,” he said.

In the 17 years that traditional egg freezing techniques
have been used, it has been reserved mostly for women
facing chemotherapy or as a last resort during in vitro fer-
tilization treatments. Only about 50 babies have been
born worldwide using frozen eggs, Rosenwaks said.

Dr. Alan DeCherney of the University of California,
Los Angeles said he wants to see some scientific evidence
that the CHA clinic has a viable new freezing technique.

“If they have a new technology, they have to publish
it and document it, and other people have to be able to
replicate it,” said DeCherney, a professor of Obstetrics
and Gynecology and editor of the national medical jour-

nal “Fertility and Sterility.”
Egg banking, when it is perfected, could be very help-

ful, DeCherney said, “but we’re not there yet.”
Kim counters that the vitrification technique is too

valuable to women not to offer it.
“Although we need to make improvements in terms of

efficiency, I think we have a product that can help a lot of
people,” Kim said.

One of those people could be Stacy Wright, a 27-year-
old child psychologist who lives in Portage, Mich.

Wright suffers from endometriosis, a condition that caus-
es scarring around the uterus, and faces a hysterectomy.

Wright was referred to the CHA clinic by her doctors.
She wants to freeze her eggs in hopes of having a child
with a future husband.

“It seems like a miracle to me,” said Wright, who is
single. “I had pretty much gone through the grief process
of never being able to have my own child.”

Embryos from flash-frozen eggs have been implanted
in 28 women in Asia, Kim said. Of that number, four
have delivered babies and two more are well along in
their pregnancies.

“That’s about 20 percent,” Kim said. “I would be very
happy if we could deliver 20 percent with this technology.”

Freezing of fertilized embryos has been done for years
but also carries its own set of problems.

An embryo belongs to both the man and the woman,
creating legal and financial consequences if the couple
divorce, experts say. Disposing of embryos, which many
see as the beginning of life, also raises ethical and reli-
gious questions.

But an egg belongs to the woman and is only a build-
ing block of life, not life itself, said Kim, a soft-spoken,
serious man, who works out of a sleek office done in char-
coal gray, polished metal and curving bamboo shades.

He became a fertility specialist after he and his wife
struggled to have a baby.

While the fast-freezing system isn’t foolproof, Kim
said it gives an option to women who are delaying start-
ing families.

Egg bank allows women to save while awaiting Mr. Right

“It seems like a miracle to me.”
— STACY WRIGHT

Potential customer


