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i' NEWS OF THE WEIRD
W BY CHUCK SHEPARD

Dallas artist James Sooy, 22, weary of his
eyeglasses constantly slipping down his
nose, had a practical piercing done in
December, inserting a bar through the
upper bridge of his nose and having his
prescription lenses affixed to it. Sooy
seemed to believe there was money to be
made with the idea, but an optometrist
interviewed by the Houston Chronicle said
prescriptions would be harder to adjust “if
you have a hole in your face,” and a
Houston body-modification technician said
work like Sooy’s would require a longer-
than-normal healing time.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 125th day of 2005.
There are 240 days left in the year.

On May 5, 1961, astronaut Alan B.
Shepard Jr. became America’s first
space traveler as he made a 15-
minute sub-orbital flight in a capsule
launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla.

In 1925, John T. Scopes was arrested
in Tennessee for teaching Darwin’s
theory of evolution.

In 1942, during World War I,
Japanese forces landed on the
Philippine island of Corregidor.

In 1945, in the only fatal attack of its
kind during World War 1l, a Japanese
balloon bomb exploded on Gearhart
Mountain in Oregon, killing the preg-
nant wife of a minister and five children.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

“When in doubt, duck.”

MaLcoLm FoRBES
AMERICAN PUBLISHER (1919-1990)
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Playi it y sphere

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Lauren Vance, 2, of Santa Clarita has a ball on Wednesday while playing at Bright Child, a children’s indoor play-
ground in downtown Santa Monica.

District takes on Samohi1 violence

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

MID CITY — Local school offi-
cials have laid out a plan to ensure
Santa Monica High School is a bet-
ter, safer place to learn after a
schoolyard brawl caused the campus
to go on lockdown three weeks ago.

Shots fired
on 15th Street

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer
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MID CITY — Gunshots rang
out here Wednesday afternoon,
startling residents who live on
the 1300 block of 15th Street.
No one was injured.

Witnesses said a Hispanic
male, who was walking back-
ward, fired five shots shortly
before 4:50 p.m. at two to three

See SHOTS FIRED, page 8

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District staff is expected to
present a 12-page report at
tonight’s school board meeting
indicating the steps the district will
continue to take in order to address
the April 15 fights. Beefed up
security, better dialogue between
students and staff, and more ethni-

cally- and culturally- diverse
teachers and classroom program-
ming are among the key points the
report addresses for Samohi.
Meanwhile, some school offi-
cials say a 10-point “Unity” plan
being promoted by school board

Chamber
reaches
for city
foothold

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — Santa Monicans
and business leaders who histori-
cally have shied away from politics
may soon be helping to set policy
through their involvement on city
boards and commissions.

City Hall will host a public pre-
sentation today explaining the pur-
pose of local boards and commis-
sions, and how to become involved
with one. Meanwhile, the Santa
Monica Chamber of Commerce
heard a similar presentation last
month as part of bolstered efforts
to offer business members a broad-
er avenue to serve within the city,
said Nat Trives, the chamber’s
board president.

“We encourage people to
become involved to improve the
quality of life in town,” Travis
said. “This has nothing to do with
forming political factions. It has to
do with getting people involved in
the process.”

Political groups that have long
been involved in Santa Monica

See SAMOHI, page 7

See CITY POLITICS, page 10

Alleged kidnapper escapes custody

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — A potential
three-strike criminal, accused of
twice kidnapping an elderly Santa
Monica woman, escaped from
police custody on Tuesday and
remains at large.

Authorities are looking for
Alfonzo Fitzgerald Taylor, who
walked away from the Clara
Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice
Center the day before his jury trial
was set to begin on charges of
receiving stolen property and unlaw-
ful driving or taking of a vehicle.

Taylor, 41,
who has also
been  charged
with seven
counts relating to
two separate kid-

nappings of a

ALFONZO Sunset Park
FITZZGERALD Woman last fall,
TAYLOR never showed up

to court on
Wednesday for the jury trial relat-
ing to the stolen car charges. Los
Angeles Deputy District Attorney
Eric Harmon, who is prosecuting
that case, said jury selection would
have most likely begun Wednesday

and the trial would have started
within the next two days.

“l came to court and Judge
(David) Wesley informed me that
(Taylor) had escaped,” Harmon
said.

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
spokesman Steve Whitmore said
Taylor had appeared in court on
Tuesday for a pre-trial conference,
but has since disappeared.

“He apparently walked away
from the criminal courts build-
ing,” said Whitmore, who
declined to discuss specific oper-

See ESCAPE, page 12
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Visit us today and see the difference family makes.

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 * www. readersjewelers.com

New bankruptcy regulations will take effect in

[ .
the next six months. These new laws will effec-
tively shut the door to many in need of Chapter
7 Bankruptcy protection. If Bankruptcy is the
right choice for you don’t get shut out.
a h 0 “I Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.453.8320

Get the facts now...before it’s too late!
a )

Call Today For A Free Consultation

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205

Sunset Grill

A CONTINENTAL CAFE
FOOD TO GO » DELIVERY < DINE IN

A Great Spot for Lunch

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CAFE FOR 15 YEARS

“THE SUNSET GRILL EVOKES MEMORIES OF CHARMING
PARISIAN CAFES” — ENTERTAINMENT TODAY

BREAKFAST m LUNCH m DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays

\1 701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica m 310-450-7546 )
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BREAKFAST « PIZZA » STEAKS ¢« FISH « SALADS » PASTA

OPEN AT 9AM FOR MOTHER’S DAY

Featuring a special breakfast, as well as our
full menu throughout the day until midnight.

Make this Mother’s Day one to remember, on our lush garden patio.
Space is limited, make your reservations today.

2820 Main St. Santa Monica 310-392-1661
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Seek out others, Gemini

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* k% kx-Dynamic k**k-Positive *kk-Average **-So0-so k-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% You are all smiles. Listen well
to friends’ suggestions. You'll get ahead by
focusing on what you want. A meeting or get-
together could play an unusual role in your day.
What has been a dream is on the verge of
becoming a reality. Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
@ %% Know when to bail out and do what
you deem necessary. Your instincts help you with
a public appearance or someone who is in con-
trol. Working behind the scenes proves to be the
way to go. Gather information. Tonight: Know
when to call it quits.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% kK% Seek out others for important
information. Though you are a creative whirlwind,
you aren’t the only one to come up with solutions.
Meetings with associates and friends inspire you.
Get to the bottom of a problem. Tonight: Where
your friends are.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% Know when it isn’t worth the push
and pull. Take responsibility, but give extra time
to a boss, parent or someone else you look up to.
Know when to say that enough is enough. Allow
others to put in their two cents. Tonight: In the
spotlight.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% %% You might be able to read
between the lines when talking to others.
Somehow, you decide what needs to happen with
an interesting puzzle. Your perspective, as well
as a key associate’s, illuminates a situation.
Tonight: Let your mind wander.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

R&# %% Focus on getting the job done. Your
ability to get past a problem happens because of
your trust and belief in a key associate. Work with
others and allow them to lead. Know when to pull
back and listen more. Tonight: “Togetherness”
needs to be the theme.Z

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

%% % Others understand a lot more
than you realize. You cannot have your way all of
the time. Be willing to pull back and let others
make the call. You will learn a lot more about
those in your life. Share what seems like an
inspired conversation. Tonight: Go along with
another’s plans.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

N *** Listen to what others want to do.
You are on top of a situation. You might not want
others involved. Touch base with family. To cen-
ter yourself, take a walk by water or spend some
time in a place where water surrounds you.
Tonight: A roommate wants your attention.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Nz * % k%% Add more joy to your relation-
ships. Reach out for others. Do what you think is
fun. Use your humor and creativity to make con-
versations easier. Add that extra flair to situa-
tions. Be more forthright. Tonight: Allow creativi-
ty to come out.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

i8] % You come from a solid base, but
others might not understand where you are com-
ing from. Help put the pieces together with an
investment that you stand to gain from. You might
need to check out each detail. Tonight: Invite a
friend over.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %%% You have a unique point of
view, whether you realize it or not. Others some-
times become reactive to your opinions and sug-
gestions. Let others air their viewpoints. You will
be pivotal in a decision. Don’t worry. Tonight: Try
out a new neighborhood restaurant.

@ PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)

9% %% Your instincts play a role in a
business decision. You might not always under-
stand where others are coming from. Listen to
suggestions. Remember, you alone are account-
able for your budget. Think before spending
impulsively. Tonight: Decide how much spending
money you have ahead of time.
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Police are searching for
massage parlor burglars

LOCAL
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(s SURF REPORT

By Daily Press staff

POLICE HDQTRS. — Authorities are look-
ing for two Hispanic men who have robbed
at least five massage parlors throughout the
city in the past several months.

Police said the suspects enter the par-
lors, confront the employees and demand
money. During two of the robberies, the
suspects used a knife to threaten the vic-
tim and in another incident, they simulat-
ed a weapon. No one has been injured
during the robberies, police said.

The suspects are described as between
five feet, three inches tall and six feet, one

inch tall, weighing between 130 pounds to
170 pounds, having short hair, and fair to
medium complexions. The suspects are
usually wearing dark clothing during the
robberies, police said.

Anyone having any information
regarding the robberies is encouraged to
call the robbery/homicide unit of the
Santa Monica Police Department at (310)
458-8451 or the watch commander’s
office at (310) 458-8426.

Callers who wish to remain anony-
mous, yet still become eligible for a
reward, also may call the WeTip national
hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME (27463).

Thursday is looking similar to Wednesday as the last, lag-
ging periods hit the coast. Look for more consistent chest
high sets. NW energy should drop off, leaving west facing

breaks in knee to waist high surf.

Note the NWS is calling for a decent chance of some rain into Thursday, and a
better chance Thursday night into Friday, which is expected to increase
onshores a bit for early morning sessions, and increase the risk of bacteria due
to runoff.

Today the
water Is:

62°

HIGH TIDES
Morning Height  Evening Height

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDES
Morning  Height  Evening  Height
10:02 -0.4 9:21

SATURDAY

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Mexican heritage in miniatures

By Daily Press staff

There’s a special event at the Angels Attic in celebration of Cinco de Mayo.

From now until May 15, school and church groups are welcome to come and par-
ticipate in arts and crafts, storytelling and music that celebrate the heritage and cul-
tural contributions of Mexican-Americans.

The centerpiece of the two-week long fiesta will be the “Mexican Mansion,” a
dollhouse from Puebla, Mexico, dating back to 1890. The Mexican Mansion is a
melding of European 19th century architectural traditions. The house is three stories
with nine rooms, and comes complete with six dolls.

Angels Attic is a non-profit museum of antique dollhouses, miniature dolls and
toys located at 516 Colorado Ave.

For more information, call (310) 394-8331.

A walk in the garden ... minus the weeds

By Daily Press staff

Just how does a garden grow and flourish in the coastal desert climate?

Find out this weekend on a tour of nine private gardens in Brentwood, Pacific
Palisades, Santa Monica and Beverly Hills. The property owners will open their
gates to the public on Saturday, May 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event is being
organized by the Open Days Program of the Garden Conservancy.

The gardens feature a diversity of design styles and a variety of plant material
that thrives in coastal Southern California. A unique feature of this year’s tour is
wildlife that is welcomed into and thrives in the gardens.

The Nancy Goslee Power Garden is a tiny garden near the beach in Santa
Monica. The colorful courtyard with bright walls and fountains is packed with inter-
esting plants, organizers say. A rare Kashmir cypress hangs over a wall fountain,
while a giant Burmese honeysuckle drapes down over the house.

Ellen Hoffs and landscape designer Christopher Stopherd of Hidden Garden,
Inc., used iron and ceramic sculpture, recycled materials, unusual plants and
microenvironments to shape the garden. A path, made out of a conveyer belt, winds
through a meadow and, in the “ruins” garden, ceramic pillars emerge from purple,
green and brown foliage.

In Santa Monica, the 15th Street Garden designed by Katherine Glascock hides

See BRIEFS, page 9

SUNDAY 11:10 -04  11:20
MONDAY NA  NA 12:05
TUESDAY 127372 Al 12:49
WEDNESDAY  1:28 1.1 1:28
THURSDAY 215 04 2:02
FRIDAY 240 0.6 2:32

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL
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A national survey conducted last
week asked Americans what they would
discuss with President George W. Bush
if they had 15 minutes to talk to him.
The top issue was Iraq, followed by
Social Security and health care.

This week, Q-Line asks, “If you had
15 minutes with President Bush, what

would you ask him, say to him and
discuss with him?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at
5 p.m. and we’ll print your responses in
the weekend edition. Please try to limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Hiwagys!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“All that | am owe
to my mother”

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

— John Quincy Adams

TAXES

ALL FORMS ¢ ALL TYPES °* ALL STATES

AUDITS * BACK TAXES * BOOKKEEPING » SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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WHAT ARE YoU
WATCHING?

IT'S THE
AFETERIA WEBCAM
AT SAMOHL.

E-MAIL: FUNNYPAPERZ@YAH00.COM

Huffing and puffing
Editor:

Allow me to dispel in a puff of smoke letterwriter Pat Robles’ concern (SMDP,
May 3, page 4) that for our City Council to legislate against smoking in outside din-
ing areas would be “outrageous.” It would also be unnecessary.

The “Fresh Air Dining” program I was proud to help inaugurate last week is
entirely voluntary. Many local restaurants have realized customers want and will
seek out smoke-free enjoyment, and those newly fresh-smelling outdoor patios are
not only smoke-free, but law-free. Participating eateries are listed at www.freshair-
dining.com.

Kevin McKeown
City Councilmember

The straight poop on proposed dog beaches
Editor:

With respect to some of the comments regarding a dog beach in Santa Monica,
and in particular, Ms. Simmons’ letter, telling us to not be “scrooges,” (SMDP, May
2), I would like to respond.

Ms. Simmons asks us not to fear for us to have an unfenced dog run in the mid-
dle of our pristine Santa Monica beach. Well, I do fear it and I’'m not a “scrooge.”

Yesterday, I took my two grandchildren on a walk along the beautiful Santa
Monica shoreline and through the very area where this dog run will be. I encoun-
tered numerous persons playing, running and swimming right in that area. I don’t
know what this beach would look like or how all these people are going to be able
to enjoy that area with an unfenced dog run with obnoxious red cones smack in the
middle, particularly if they are afraid of animals that may or may not bite, or don’t
like the sight of dogs chasing and killing birds, or defecting in front of them.

As I was walking home, I checked to see where all these dog owners were going
to come from and how they would come and go to the beach dog run. I see nothing
but problems with hundreds of dog owners crossing the bike path, trying to find
parking and bringing their animals to the sand.

When I got home I checked the Heal the Bay Web site and looked up the water
quality for the dog run in the area proposed. The water quality in the area between
the Santa Monica Pier and past tower 13 (roughly the coastline that sandwiches the
proposed dog beach run) is consistently the worst in the entire Santa Monica Bay
and routinely gets an “F” rating. Moreover, the area where the dog beach run is
being proposed (between towers 11 and 12) had the best of the water quality with-
in this “bad zone.” I guess the dog beach peoples’ theory is that since the water qual-
ity in the area proposed is between areas that have such poor quality, it really does
not matter if the water quality suffers from dog excrement.

Ronnie Shulgasser
Santa Monica

Do you feel a draft?
Youngsters, beware

NEWS ON
THE EDGE

BY RON SCOTT SMITH

© 2005 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Take a walk down memory lane with
me, “love generation.” That’s right, that’s
what they call us, whoever they are,
because I just saw it on the back of a DVD
at Blockbuster, and there are worse things
to be called, I guess. Matter of fact, they
can keep right on calling us that.
Somebody’s got to do it.

Who among you remembers those little
white ping-pong balls that carried the date
of every day of the calendar year on them
as they rolled down a narrow chute in
some sort of sick-joke, life-and-death ver-
sion of Super Lotto? Who could forget? I
think it was the first 150 birthdays that
rolled down the chute would be called to
active military duty and sent packing to
the jungles of southeast Asia, in what
everybody knew could well be a one-way
trip. Well-placed guys like George W.
Bush scurried off into the National Guard
to avoid it. Smart guys like Bill Clinton
scurried off to Oxford University to avoid
it. Poor dumb guys like me scurried to the
front of a black and white television set to
endure the Chinese water torture of
watching those balls roll down those
chutes in what seemed like ultra-slow
motion from hell. That, my friends, was
the draft, in all its twisted glory.

But that was then and this is now, and
there is no more draft. Thank God and
Bush. Do I have that in the wrong order?
They’ve all been assuring us, and reassur-
ing us, the whole crew up there in
Washington that we’re cool, man, we’re
covered. Fully armed and loaded. But you
had to wonder when Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Richard B.
Meyers said Monday in an analysis sent to
Congress that “the military is at signifi-
cant risk of being unable to prevail against
enemies abroad,” and if anyone would
know, I guess he would.

You’d think maybe Condie Rice would
know too, or at least be on the same page
as Meyers, but on the same day the
Chairman’s report was released, there was
the Secretary of State pounding her chest
(figure of speech may not work when
applied to female hawk) at North Korea a
day after they were thought to have fired
a nuclear test missile into the Pacific.
“The United States maintains significant,
and I want to underline significant deter-
rent capability of all kinds in the Asia-
Pacific region. I don’t think anyone is
confused about the ability of the United
States.” Anyone that is, except for the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
who, perhaps a little confused, wouldn’t
really underline it like she underlines it.

Do you think it might be a good idea for
the two of them to settle in for a coffee
and a chat real soon?

At a United Nations disarmament con-
ference on that same busy Monday, U.S.
negotiator Stephen Rademaker lashed out
at the two remaining members of the
Bush-identified Axis of Evil, Iran and
again — North Korea — warning them to
dismantle their nuclear weapons pro-
grams, which is a little like a master jewel
thief with sacks full of stolen diamonds
telling a petty shoplifter to give the bubble
gum back to the 5 and 10.

Meanwhile, in the one country of the
three in the notorious axis that is no longer
evil because we now own it — Iraq — evil
things just keep right on happening
nonetheless. Like the cars in Baghdad that
exploded Monday, killing nine people,
part of a five-day binge that saw 25 car
bombings lay to waste 120 human beings,
including at least 11 more U.S. soldiers.

So, as you might imagine, military
recruitment is down to its lowest levels in
years, unacceptable levels in fact, and the
numbers are dipping every month. Young
men who normally lean willingly into the
warrior profession are taking a harder look
at the Iraq quagmire, the rising smoke, the
low pay, and, uh, thanks but no thanks. It’s
gotten so bad that the New York Times
says recruiters are secretly telling potential
enlistees how to beat the requisite drug
test, and are signing guys up right out of
mental hospitals. Meanwhile invasive
tables are set up in high school hallways
across the land by military recruiters des-
perate for the fix, as reluctant university
warriors like Stanford, Georgetown, NYU,
and dozens of other schools have sued to
keep them out, and that case is now in the
hands of the United States Supreme Court.

So where, you might be wondering, are
all the soldiers going to come from?
Soldiers enough to maintain order in the
two mean foreign lands we have con-
quered? Soldiers enough to stand up to the
growing danger said to be coming our way
courtesy of those enemies we insist upon
making, who we have yet to conquer? So
many bad guys, so few soldiers. What’s
any decent sheriff-of-the-world to do?

Don’t look now, but the Pentagon never
did throw away those ping-pong balls and
chutes, and is said to be blowing the dust
and the cobwebs off them, and repainting
every date of the calendar onto them. As if
it wasn’t torture enough to participate in
that macabre lottery, am I soon going to
have to watch my son play it too?

(Ron Scott Smith can be reached at
edgeofthewest@aol.com. His folk-rock
thing, Earth to Joe, plays at 14 Below in
Santa Monica, Friday May 6, 8:30)

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica ® 90401 e editor@smdp.com

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters
will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author's name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202,
Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.




COMMENTARY

GUEST COMMENTARY BY ELAN JOURNO

Death to ‘diplomacy’ with Iran

Despite another round of talks with European diplo-
mats, Iran has reaffirmed its determination to continue
pursuing nuclear technology. That outcome is hardly
unexpected.

The diplomatic effort led by Britain, France and
Germany is touted as a reasonable way to settle the dis-
pute over Iran’s suspected nuclear weapons program
without any losers. By enticing Iran to the negotiating
table, we are told, the West can avoid a military con-
frontation, while Iran gains “economic incentives” that
can help build its economy. But this deal — backed
also by the Bush Administration — can only strength-
en Iran and turn it into a greater menace.

The European deal — which is said to include the
sale of civilian aircraft and membership for Iran in the
World Trade Organization — rests on the notion that no
one would put abstract goals or principles ahead of
gaining a steady flow of economic loot. And so, if only
we could negotiate a deal that gives Iran a sufficiently
juicy carrot, it would forgo its ambitions.

But to believe that Iran really hungers for nuclear
energy (as it claims) is sheer fantasy. Possessing abun-
dant oil and gas reserves, Iran is the second-largest oil
producer in OPEC. To believe that it values prosperity
at all is equally fantastic. Iran is a theocracy that sys-
tematically violates its citizens’ right to political and
economic liberty.

What Iran desires is a nuclear weapon — the better
to threaten and annihilate the impious in the West and
in Iran’s neighborhood. Iran declares its anti-Western
ambitions stridently. At an official parade in 2003, Iran
flaunted a Shihab-3 missile draped with a banner
announcing: “Israel must be wiped out.” A missile
paraded last year declared another of Iran’s targets:
“We will crush America under our feet."

A committed enemy of the West, Iran is the ideolog-
ical wellspring of Islamic terrorism, and the “world’s
most active sponsor of terrorism,” according to the U.S.
government. A totalitarian regime that viciously pun-
ishes “un-Islamic” behavior among its own citizens,
Iran actively exports its contempt for freedom and
human life throughout the infidel world. For years it
has been fomenting and underwriting savage attacks on
Western and American interests, using such proxies as
Hezbollah. Like several of the 9/11 hijackers before
them, many senior Al Qaida leaders, fugitives of the
Afghanistan war, have found refuge in Iran. And lately
Iran has funneled millions of dollars, arms and ammu-
nition to insurgents in Iraq.

It’s absurd to think that by offering Iran rewards to
halt its aggression, we will deflect it from its goal.

The only consequence of engaging such a vocifer-
ously hostile regime in negotiations is the whitewash-

ing of its crimes and the granting of undeserved legiti-
macy. The attempt to conciliate Iran with “incentives”
further inflames the boldness of Iran’s mullahs. What it
teaches them is that the West lacks the intellectual self-
confidence to name its enemies and deal with them
accordingly. It vindicates the mullahs’ view that their
religious worldview can bring a scientific, technologi-
cally advanced West to its knees.

Far from converting Iran into a non-threat, the
“incentives” would sustain its economy, prop up its dic-
tatorial government and perpetuate its terrorist war
against the West. Whether Iran accepts the European
deal or merely prolongs “negotiations” indefinitely, so
long as the “diplomatic” approach continues Iran gains
time enough to engage in covert nuclear-weapons
research. Iran’s flouting of a previous agreement to stop
enriching uranium — which prompted the current talks
— and its documented attempts to acquire nuclear-
bomb technology erase any doubts about how it will
behave under any future deal.

This approach of diplomacy-with-anyone-at-any-
cost necessarily results in nourishing one’s enemy and
sharpening its fangs. That is what happened under a
1994 deal with communist North Korea. In return for
boatloads of aid and oil from the United States, Japan
and other nations, North Korea promised not to devel-
op nuclear weapons. Despite U.N. inspections, North
Korea flouted the agreement repeatedly. When caught
cheating, it promised anew to end its nuclear program
in return for more “incentives.” In February 2005 North
Korea declared (plausibly) that it had succeeded in
building nuclear weapons.

Another, older attempt to buy peace by giving “incen-
tives” to an enemy was a cataclysmic failure. In 1938 the
Europeans pretended that Hitler’s intentions were not
really hostile, and insisted that “peace in our time” could
be attained by allowing him to walk into Czechoslovakia.
Instead, he was emboldened to launch World War 11.

Ignoring the lessons of history, the Europeans are
advocating a deal with Iran that likewise purchases the
reckless pretense of peace today, at the cost of unleash-
ing catastrophic dangers tomorrow.

To protect American (and European) lives, we must
learn the life-or-death importance of passing objective
moral judgment. We must recognize the character of
Iran and act accordingly. By any rational standard, Iran
should be condemned and its nuclear ambition thwart-
ed, now. The brazenly amoral European gambit can
only aid its quest — and necessitate a future confronta-
tion with a bolder, stronger Iran.

(Elan Journo is a junior fellow at the Ayn Rand
Institute (http://www.aynrand.org/) in Irvine.)
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Business
You bet your assets

you have options

MARKET
MATTERS

BY BRIAN HEPP

-0

When changing jobs there are always a
million things to take care of — dealing
with your insurance, notifying people in
your Rolodex and getting ready for some
new challenges.

Although this can be a busy time, one
important item that should be on your list
is what to do with your employer-spon-
sored retirement plan. While there are
several things you can do with your plan,
it is important to look at the benefits and
consequences of each of your alternatives.
Let’s take a look at the four basic choices
you have when making a career change:

Roll assets into an IRA. If you are
changing jobs, rolling your employer-
sponsored retirement account assets into
an IRA is usually the best option. Rolling
your assets allows you retain the funds’
tax-deferred growth potential, as well as
giving you access to the money if needed.
This feature may come in handy especial-
ly if you are leaving your current job due
to a layoff situation and need to access the
funds — withdrawals prior to 59 years old
may be subject to a 10 percent IRS penal-
ty, as well as regular income taxes. If you
leave your retirement plan assets with
your former employer, you may find you
are unable to make withdrawals at your
request. Instead, at retirement, distribu-
tions may be paid according to a predeter-
mined schedule outlined in the plan. An
IRA provides you with the flexibility to
determine how much income you need
once you retire and you can take with-
drawals anytime you want. In addition,
you can maintain all of your IRA assets in
one place which will make your asset
allocation task that much easier.

Cash out. Many people feel they
should take the money out of their
employer-sponsored retirement plan
when changing jobs, but they may be pay-
ing unnecessary income taxes by doing
so. Even if you need to use your savings
for income at the time, you should con-
sider the consequences of liquidating your
former employer’s retirement plan. You
may switch jobs several times in your
career and if you cash out every time you
do so, you may eventually erode all your
retirement savings.

In addition, you will be eliminating a
key income source at retirement, which
can jeopardize your financial security.
Another point to consider is that when
you take out the funds in your account,
you will owe income taxes on the amount
you receive, withdrawals prior to 59 years
old may be subject to a 10 percent IRS
penalty, as well as regular income taxes.
Cashing out should be viewed as a last
resort.

Leave your assets in your former
employer’s plan. If you have already had
several jobs, leaving your assets in a for-
mer employer’s plan may seem like the
easiest alternative. It requires no action on
your part but there may be some conse-
quences down the road. First of all, your
employer will control when and how you
access your savings in the future. In addi-
tion, you will need to keep track of each
plan, their different rules and the location
associated with each one. This may
become cumbersome if you have assets in
several plans.

Move assets into a new employer’s
plan. You may be able to move your
retirement plan assets into your new
employer’s plan, depending on the rules.
The government has removed many of the
barriers that previously made it difficult
to transfer funds from one employer to the
next. Now you can transfer funds from
plan to plan even if the plans are not the
same (example: from a 457 plan to a 401k
plan). You do, however, need to check
whether or not your former and new
employer’s plans permit the funds trans-
fer before going ahead with it. While this
will help keep your funds in one central
location, you will be limited to your new
employer’s plan so you’ll want to make
sure the rules will work well for your spe-
cific financial situation.

As you can see, there are several
options for you to consider and your
financial consultant can help you see the
advantages and disadvantages of each
one.

(Brian Hepp is a financial consultant
at A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Member
SIPC. He can be reached at (310) 453-
0077 or at brian.hepp@agedwards.com.
A.G. Edwards is a full-service retail bro-
kerage firm in Santa Monica that offers a
complete spectrum of financial products
and services, including stocks, bonds, and
mutual funds, retirement planning and
tax-advantage investments.)

Blaze Company gets its messages across

By Daily Press staff

The Blaze Company has been awarded two Communicator Awards, including a
Crystal Award of Excellence, for its work on behalf of the Westin Casuarina Hotel
and Spa Las Vegas and the City of Sierra Madre.

“Our travel and hospitality team has been recognized for the amazing work they
do, yet again,” said CEO Marci Blaze. “That the Communicator Awards have hon-
ored us with their Crystal Award of Excellence is a testament to our R-rated work
— work that gets results for our clients.”

The agency received the prestigious Crystal Award of Excellence for feature
media placement in Investor’s Business Daily. The placement highlighted the
Westin Casuarina Hotel and Spa as the anti-Vegas property and the ideal Las Vegas
hotel for business travelers.

The agency’s work for the City of Sierra Madre also was recognized in the media
placement category. A full-page story in the Los Angeles Times Home Section, fea-
turing the City of Sierra Madre’s annual Wistaria (sic) Festival, was honored with
the Communicator Award of Distinction. The Sierra Madre team pitched the gar-
dening editor with a story on how to nurture wisteria plants for beautiful blossoms.

The Communicator Awards is an international competition that recognizes out-
standing work in the communications field. Entries are judged by industry profes-
sionals who look for companies and individuals whose talent exceeds a high stan-
dard of excellence and whose work serves as a benchmark for the industry. In 2005,
there were 5,078 entries from throughout the United States and several foreign
countries.

The Blaze Company is a public relations and marketing communications firm
with offices in Venice and Santa Barbara (with sister agency DAVIES), annual rev-
enues of more than $6.5 million, and 32 employees. Since its founding in January
1990, TBC has grown with the acquisition of more than 250 accounts. The Blaze
Company currently has a client roster of 20 accounts, including Los Angeles area 7-
Eleven Stores, Fitness, Inc., Le Merigot Beach Hotel & Spa, PCS Development,
Inc., Ruby’s Diner and PUREBEAUTY, among others. For more information, visit
the company’s Web site at www.blazecompany.com.

In other news for The Blaze Company:

Newly launched Tutta California has hired The Blaze Company to support the
introduction of products such as its 2005 extra virgin olive oil. The Blaze Company
also will be working with RAD Management to drive sales at its downtown proper-
ty, 1100 Wilshire.

“Both these businesses bring a new, specialized field to our roster of clients,”
Blaze said. “I’'m proud of The Blaze Company’s involvement in a broad range of
industries and these are important brands that we’re excited to be partnered with.”

Tutta California is a newly launched company that markets California grown and
produced premium gourmet products, specializing in proprietor-blended extra vir-
gin olive oils and barrel-aged wine vinegars. Created by Mary McCarthy, a former
senior executive at MGM/UA, Lorimar-Telepictures and KB Home, Tutta
California reflects McCarthy’s passion for natural and healthy epicurean specialties,
as well as her exuberance for all things California. Her products are available at
select Southern California specialty retail outlets, including Los Olivos Grocery in
Santa Ynez, Promelis Westcliff Market in Newport Beach, Vicente Foods in
Brentwood, Village Gourmet in Studio City, Westridge Market in Ojai and Bristol
Farms locations. For more information visit the Tutta California web site at
www.tutta-ca.com.

Steps from Los Angeles’ metropolis center, 1100 Wilshire is a residential oppor-
tunity with a blend of high-rise sophistication and LA elegance. With 360 degrees
of unobstructed views from every floor, a sun-drenched roof-top pool deck and sky
lounge, luxurious, sleek interiors, 1100 Wilshire’s conversion from a 1986 Rolls
Royce office tower to a 21st century state-of-the-art, 230 condominium residential
high rise is underway.

Anticipated to be the anchor of a new downtown neighborhood, burgeoning with
thousands of new residential units, 1100 Wilshire will rise above the skyline, thanks
in part to zoning laws that prevent new high rise construction in the area. Easily one
of the largest housing developments within the numerous multi-unit/multi-family
projects downtown, it is one of the few that is available for ownership. As momen-
tum continues to build around the downtown “lifestyle,” and as more offerings come
into the area, the desire to live, work and play — without needing a car — becomes
more sought after and valued, and facilitated by 1100 Wilshire.

Private Fitness Center

3011 Wilshire Blvd. Santa

¢ Revolutionary Private Training
o As low as $20/per session

¢ Only 30 Minutes

e Flexible Scheduling

¢ No Crowds

onica (310) 264-8385

GERMAN CAR SERVICE

Specialist in Repair of Porsche ¢ VW ¢ Audi - BMW

-«

* (310) 829-2563

¢ Best alternative to high dealer prices

e Complete service and repair

¢ All work guaranteed

* Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONI
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Beefed up security
alters feel on campus

SAMOHI, from page 1

member Oscar de la Torre and a commu-
nity group calling itself the Unity
Coalition — which is intended to address
violence among students — mirrors steps
the district is already taking to address
violence in the schools.

The Unity plan, still in its drafting
stage, calls for an end to institutionalized
racism in the schools and a greater com-
munity presence to address tensions
between youth, a plan which its creators
charge have yet to be addressed by school
administrators.

Samohi principal Ilene Straus said she
had heard of the Unity Plan but that her
staff had not seen or been invited to take
part in its development.

“We welcome any community partners
that wish to take part in helping the
school, but any efforts to do so need to be
coordinated with the school leadership in
order to be effective,” Straus said.

De la Torre said the school district’s
report concerning Samohi is a good start
to doing what the Unity Coalition is com-
mitted to help accomplish.

“What we need to do is bring everyone
together — students, parents and commu-
nity members,” de la Torre said. “We
need all of the stakeholders in the com-
munity to be involved.”

As school leaders continue to try and
ensure that fights are prevented in the
future, some Samohi students said they
are feeling better and safer on campus.

“I think it’s retarded there was a fight,”
said Michelle Torres, a Samohi junior. “I
heard it all started over a water bottle, but
I think some students just want to start
drama. There are economic issues, sure,
but that doesn’t give them (the fighters)
the right to take their anger out on others.”

SECURITY BEEFED UP

Twelve students were suspended for
their involvement in the fights and
returned to school Monday, April 23. Six
students were suspended for fighting, and
six more for defiance, many of whom
refused to return to class following the
brawl. All of the students suspended for
their involvement in the fights are taking
part in an ongoing mediation process,
school officials said.

Samohi has 3,500 students, 200 staff
and six full-time security guards charged
with protecting the 33-acre campus. In
addition, there is a police resource officer
from the Santa Monica Police Department
assigned to Samohi and other schools
within the district.

Since the fights, there has been a con-
tinued police presence at Samohi which
administrators hope to phase out in com-
ing weeks. Starting with six SMPD offi-
cers on campus the week following the
incident, Samohi now has two police offi-
cers who have been on hand during the
lunch period, Straus said.

Because security is spread thin on cam-

pus, district officials said it will be hiring
two more Samohi full-time security guards.

Since April 20, all students at Samohi
have been required to show their student
identification card to enter campus, and
campus entry and exit points have been
reduced. Only students and parents of stu-
dents are allowed to be on campus. Any
other guests to the campus must be
cleared by the Samohi administration.

“Some students say that now they’re
I.D.-ing us, they feel like they’re just a
number,” said Matthew Salazar, a Samohi
freshman. “I think it’s good, so no one is
here who shouldn’t be.”

In addition, school officials are contin-
uing to meet with the SMPD to solidify
the school’s emergency procedures should
further lockdowns be needed in the future.

DIALOGUE

Since the fights, Samohi administra-
tion and staff have held regular meetings
with 20 student leaders. Together they are
coming up with ideas that might better
unite groups on campus and make every-
one feel more comfortable.

Among the ideas, students suggested
Samohi have a “peace” rally to replace its
next pep rally.

“It’s really been a wonderful experi-
ence, having these meetings with our stu-
dents,” Straus said. “The students have
great ideas. They have so much to say,
and it’s neat to see them open up. This has
been some of my favorite work.”

The Samohi Black Student Union, a
Samohi group of black students, and
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano(a) de
Atzlan, a Samohi group of Latino stu-
dents, have met twice since the fights to
craft their response.

Both blacks and Latinos were largely
involved in the fighting, and the student
leaders who run the groups also have
invited those suspended in the fighting to
take part in the discussions.

STAFFING AND COURSES

Samohi has a student body in which 47
percent is considered minority, and an
administration and staff which is largely
white.

In their report, district officials said it
will make efforts to hire more ethnically-
and culturally-diverse educators. Straus
said student groups also will facilitate in
the hiring process, providing the school
principal, who makes the final hiring
decisions, with their suggestions as to
which candidates might make the best fit.

In terms of curriculum, Samohi staff is
adding a cultural studies and human rela-
tions component to its freshman seminar,
a required course. In addition, Samohi’s
sophomore world history class will offer a
component with a broader ethnic perspec-
tive.

Curriculum development for the cours-
es is planned for May and July and will
become available for students in the fall
of 2005.
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Shooter flees in SUV

SHOTS FIRED, from page 1 scene at 4:49 p.m. reported no injuries.
The case is still under investigation.
Hispanic males crouched behind a black Anyone with information is encouraged

luxury sedan in front of the Ocean View to contact the SMPD’s robbery/homicide
senior nursing home on the 1300 block of unit at (310) 458-8451 or the watch com-
15th Street, between Arizona Avenue and mander’s office at (310) 458-8426.
Santa Monica Boulevard. Several residents — none of whom
Witnesses said the shooter — described  wanted to be identified — concerned over
as in his mid-20s, five feet, 10 inches tall, the gunshots, convened outside Ocean
200 pounds, wearing a light colored shirt, View. They said it is unusual for there to
jeans and a baseball cap — fled into a be gunfire in the neighborhood.

black Ford Explorer with tinted windows, One of the witnesses said he has walk-
driven by a black male, which headed ing northbound on the westside of 15th
northbound and disappeared. Street when he heard the gunshots.
The two to three Hispanic individuals “I turned around, saw the guy with the
who were the apparent target also fled the gun,” he said. “It looked like an automat-
Ryan Hyatt/Daily Press  scene. ic. I hauled ass.”
Police investigate the 1300 block of 15th Street, site of a Wednesday afternoon shooting. Santa Monica Police responding to the

THE SPACE

NEWLY
RENOVATED
WESTSIDE
DANCE CLUB

FRIDAYS

LIVE MUSIC
FEATURING:
FAST TIMES

THE COMPLETE i H .
U 15" ANNIVERSARY
WEEKEND CELEBRATION

1990 2005

CALL FOR GUEST LIST INFO
THURSDAY, MAY 5TH _ 5:00-7:00 PMm
“An Evening with the First Lady of California”
MARIA SHRIVER
will be signing her new book
And One More Thing Before You Go...

D] Hyl

HIP-HOP AND

SPINNING 80'S POP

'\.." 1
BETWEEN SETS _1_ =
:..

=N

i
*
FRIDAY, MAY 6TH 11:00 - 2:00 pm
Please join us in welcoming Lilestylist and best-selling author
il e SANDRA LEE ‘
CEO of Sandra Lee Semi-Homemade. Inc.

NO COVER BEFORE 10 PM

Live Disco Music Sandra will do a presentation on entertaining
D] Uniique spinning and will also be signing her latest book
hip hop and bill- Semi-Homemade Desserts.

board 40 between
sets

SATURDAY, MAY 7TH _6:00 —10 pMm
Join us [or an exciting musical perlormance
by one of Martha's Vineyard's favorite daughters
KATE TAYLOR
AND THE TAYLOR BROWN TRIO
RSVP %2500 per person

21 and over

No Cover

"The
Space”

(Formerly, Lush)
For private party
info please call.

T 1600 MonTANA AVENUE, SanTA Monica, CA 90403
A (310) 829-1933 TEL 310.998.5858 WWW.ROOMWITHAVIEW.COM

AND OVER

||
1




Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Thursday, May 5, 2005 0 Page 9

LOCAL

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BRIEFS, from page 3

behind privet hedges. Next to a gazebo grow guava, pomegranate, and an espaliered
“Anna” apple.

Landscape architect Joseph Marek and garden designer Nancy Goslee Power
designed The Vance Garden in Pacific Palisades, evocative of the gardens of Italy and
the south of France. The Northridge earthquake destroyed the original house on the
site and MDA Johnson Favaro designed the new classically detailed contemporary
house. Simple materials of stone and gravel were used, along with strong plantings of
olives, agaves, rosemary, eleangus, pittosporums and palms.

Hollywood House, so named by the current owners because of the old Hollywood
feel, was built in 1918 and is among the oldest in Brentwood Park. A wisteria-cov-
ered pergola and sculpted boxwood hedges meet to create an inviting entry to the Old
World garden.

The Benton Garden in Brentwood is a secluded garden that celebrates nature,
space, and light. It is harmoniously integrated with the site — a gently sloping dell
surrounded by Japanese maple, Brazilian pepper, and eucalyptus.

With California lilac, sage, toyon, poppies, penstemon, and other native plant
species covering the hillside, the Gottlieb Native Plant Garden has developed into a
lush native plant “conservancy” and wildlife habitat. The garden demonstrates that
California native and drought tolerant does not have to mean brown and dry. In the
Gottlieb garden — it means a year-round spectacle of color — form, texture and fra-
grance, as well as a haven for a vast selection of birds.

More than 400 roses, some antique and some modern, are at the Foothill Road
Garden. Some areas have been planted according to their conditions (a corridor of
shaded woodland, for instance) and some according to color — a “blue bed” and a
“gaudy corner” of hotter, brighter plants with a tropical feel.

The many gardens at The Garden at Tilden Lodge achieve the goal of shutting out
the city and encouraging peacefulness and serenity — an urban antidote. Enjoy the
formal rose garden, a woodland garden with a 2,000-gallon pond, a greenhouse for
tropical orchids, a redwood “forest,” and a xeriscape garden parkway.

The tour begins at the Greystone Mansion and Park, 905 Loma Vista Dr. in
Beverly Hills where discount ticket booklets, Open Days directories and Garden
Conservancy memberships will be available for purchase. For more details call 1-888-
842-2442 or visit www.gardenconservancy.org.

The Open Days gardens and others are featured in the 2005 Open Days Directory,
a soft-cover book that includes detailed driving directions and vivid descriptions of
each garden written by their owners. The National Edition includes garden listings in

21 states and costs $20.45, including shipping and handling. The West Edition
(including gardens in Arizona, California, Colorado, Oregon, Texas, and
Washington) costs $6.95, including shipping and handling. Each directory also
includes a free admission ticket (valued at $5). Call the Garden Conservancy toll free
at 1-888-842-2442, to order with a VISA or MasterCard, or send a check or money
order to: the Garden Conservancy, P.O. Box 219, Cold Spring, NY 10516.

The Garden Conservancy introduced the Open Days Program in 1995 as a means
of introducing the public to gardening by providing easy access to notable examples
of design and horticultural practice, and proving that exceptional American gardens
are still being created, organizers said. The Open Days Program is America’s only
national private garden-visiting program, and is made possible by the work of hun-
dreds of volunteers nationwide. Visit the Garden Conservancy and its Open Days
Program online at www.gardenconservancy.org/opendays.html.
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“World Famous”

AT SANTA MONICA BEACH
Where the “locals™ meet and the “fur loving" touristy always return!

NYCKY AKX XN G Lol ) XD T 0 KRN KF (I (8l politics, such as Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights
Sports TV « 2 Outdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed (SMRR), have taken note of the chamber’s newfound
. . , interest in City Hall’s ad-hoc commissions, which make

Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!

recommendations on local policies to the City Council.
1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the Historic merry-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier. A DOMINANT AGENDA
[hislocaton has been here since 1902 Started in the 1970s to offset increasing rental costs,
SMRR has since had significant impact in city politics —
j* "= == =E =W =E =m == =m ® the group is known for furthering a medley of social pro-
i |

TO B Acco c E NTE R grams for Santa Monicans, as well as establishing rent

control and maintaining slow development growth. It’s
12215 Santa Monica Blvd. (1 Blk W. of Bundy) I ;1;; ?vi)ddigzjezmy on the City Council for most of the

: The City Council appoints all members to the city’s
15 boards and commissions. As a result, those recom-
mending bodies have been largely stacked with SMRR
members, which sources say allows the political group to
remain dominant within City Hall.

There are four agencies which also advise the City
Council, but are semi-autonomous and not entirely fund-
ed by City Hall. One is the Convention and Visitors
Bureau, which the chamber has historically been able to
appoint half of the 10 board members. But that may soon
change — last month the City Council discussed how the
appointments should be regulated in the future because
of the chamber’s increased efforts to become more polit-
ically involved.

“The chamber has morphed into a partisan political
group and it is not appropriate we give any political
group the right to appoint half the board of an organiza-
tion that is taxpayer funded,” said City Councilman Ken
Genser, a long-time SMRR member. “If SMRR appoint-
ed half the housing commission, I also don’t think it
would be fair and appropriate.”

Two other semi-autonomous groups which advise the
City Council are the Bayside District Corp., which man-
ages downtown Santa Monica along with City Hall, as
well as the Pier Restoration Corp., which operates the

- u
We d d I n S e c I a I Santa Monica Pier in conjunction with City Hall. The City
Council appoints all of the members for those boards.
Kathy D the ch ’ tive direct .
Let us photograph your next event. athy Dodson, the chamber’s executive director, said

the chamber’s political involvement is not new to Santa
FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY

- Monica.
——
20% DISCOUNT FOR DAILY PRESS READERS years,” Dodson said. “We endorsed candidates in the last
FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com [ ] council race because we wanted to make sure issues such
31 0 963 0636 as homelessness, parking, traffic, and customer service

CITY POLITICS, from page 1

“We have been involved in issue politics for many
and efficiency at City Hall are being addressed by the
candidates.”

First 250 customers receive a free 5x7 frame’
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irrors
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Big Beas cate | SIMRR may face competition

“If we all said the same thing in
mind, what good would it do us?
There is a congeniality and profes-
sionalism being on one of these
commissions that | really like.”

DARRELL CLARKE

Vice chair, planning commission, regarding the politics of leadership.

For the first time in the chamber’s history, it official-
ly raised money and endorsed candidates for the
November 2004 race. The chamber helped City
Councilmen Bobby Shriver and Herb Katz win their
council seats. In addition, the chamber also endorsed
three of the elected Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District board members, and two officials now sitting on
the Santa Monica College board of trustees. The chamber
also supported Measure N, which increased the tourism
occupancy tax by 2 percent, and Measure S, the Santa
Monica College Bond which secured $135 million for
school improvements.

Eleven of Santa Monica’s 12 mayors have been
SMRR members. Mayor Pam O’Connor was a SMRR
member but some say she has been less involved since
earning her council seat, although she was endorsed by
the group during her 2002 campaign.

In addition to Genser, City Councilman Richard
Bloom also is a SMRR member. City Councilman Kevin
McKeown, a Green Party member, was endorsed by
SMRR in 2002. Katz, Shriver and City Councilman Bob
Holbrook are not SMRR members.

Starting in 1979, SMRR put into effect the strongest
rent control law in the country, defended successfully in
court by the city of Santa Monica against landlords chal-
lenging the law on nine occasions. SMRR-elected offi-
cials have helped enact programs that provide more than
400 new units of low- and moderate-income housing and
have rehabilitated more than 200 units. Also under
SMRR’s guidance, Santa Monica has created social ser-
vice programs to assist the elderly, the poor, the home-
less and the disabled, which extend beyond those of any
city its size in the country, according to a group profile.

See CITY POLITICS, page 11
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City staging meetings
to get people involved

CITY POLITICS, from page 10

GETTING ON BOARD

Holbrook said that although the
appointment to city boards and commis-
sions are ultimately a council decision,
some board and commission members are
adamant about having a say in who joins.

“There is a general political leaning on
the boards and commissions,” Holbrook
said. “The tendencies are to choose peo-
ple you know, and some boards are very
serious about who they want. [ would like
as many people who are interested to
apply, and let the council make the
appointments.”

Holbrook said he encouraged prospec-
tive candidates to make themselves
known to councilmembers and continue
applying if they are not immediately
appointed to a position.

Of the 20 chamber of commerce mem-
bers who attended the April 6 boards and
commission presentation, five said they
wanted to be involved in groups affecting
business in Santa Monica. Two specifical-
ly said they wanted to be involved with
the Bayside District Corp. One chamber
member said he wanted to be involved in
the city’s planning commission. Three
chamber members said they wanted to be
part of the arts commission.

Terms on the commissions typically
last four years. The number of members
who serve on each board and commission
varies, but the range is between four and
11, said City Clerk Maria Stewart.

Those groups include the accessibility
appeals board; airport commission; archi-
tectural review board; arts commission;
building and safety commission; commis-
sion for the senior community; commis-
sion on the status of women; disabilities
commission; housing commission; land-
marks commission; library board; person-
nel board; planning commission; recre-
ation and parks commission and the social
services commission.

Some significant policies have been
adopted or have become law, as a result of
recommendations from the commissions
— the City Council last year passed a no-
smoking ban on beaches and at the pier,
which originally stemmed from the parks
and recreation commission.

Interested candidates either need to be
residents of Santa Monica or work in the
city to be appointed. Candidates need to
fill out an application, which provides
them with an opportunity to explain to
the City Council why they would like to
be on the board or commission they are
applying for. They also need to fill out a
disclosure form that makes some of their
personal information available to mem-
bers of the public, who can request it at
the City Clerk’s office.

The Convention and Visitors Bureau
Board has a vacancy. Applications are
due June 7. To find out how to become
more involved with city boards and
commissions, hear a city presentation
today, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Ken
Edwards Center, 1527 Fourth St.

Once candidates have applied, some
councilmembers encourage them to make
outreach efforts to let them know who
they are. Upcoming vacancies are listed
on the city’s Web site and also on City
Council meeting agendas.

Once a person has been appointed to a
commission, he continues until his service
is up. If he seeks to resign, he must seek
formal permission from the City Council.
City staff will send a mailer out to candi-
dates when a position for a board or com-
mission of interest has been filled, and give
them an option to keep their application on
file for the next vacancy. A person may
apply to as many boards and commissions
as he would like, but once appointed, may
only serve on one at a time.

COMMISSIONS TAKE COMMITMENT

“We want and need new people with
fresh ideas, but it’s up to you to take the
time and make the effort,” said Katz, who
spoke during the April 6 presentation at
the chamber’s office at 1234 Sixth St.

Katz said he began his involvement in
Santa Monica city politics when he start-
ed serving on commissions in the 1970s.
He said serving on boards and commis-
sions was an awakening into how local
politics works.

“You will be surprised what you know
and don’t know about how the govern-
ment works once you’re on one of these
commissions,” Katz joked. “You often
drive around town and ask yourself, ‘Why
didn’t they do that yesterday?’ because it
makes so much sense. Then you join one
of these commissions and see all that goes
into a project. Then you start to under-
stand. Then you can’t help but ask your-
self again, ‘Why didn’t they do that yes-
terday?’ It never ends.”

Darrell Clarke, vice chair of the plan-
ning commission, said he is generally
more neighborhood-friendly than pro-
development. He added that he feels it’s
important to have professionals involved
with city planning who come from a vari-
ety of perspectives.

“I like having a range of opinions and
people who can contribute specifically to
decisions,” Clarke said. “If we all said the
same thing in mind, what good would it
do us? There is a congeniality and profes-
sionalism being on one of these commis-
sions that I really like.”
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Authorities are on lookout for escaped felon

ESCAPE, from page 1

ating procedures for transporting inmates
to and from jail and courthouses. “We
have a full dragnet looking for him and
there are several issues we are examining
to find out what happened.”

Authorities discovered Taylor missing at
about 6 a.m. Wednesday when he wasn’t
accounted for at the Northern County
Correctional Facility in Santa Clarita, where
he had been in custody awaiting his fate.

“They do a count every morning and he
wasn’t there,” Whitmore said, adding that
inmates also are scanned and counted
each time they are transported via bus to
the courthouse. “From time to time, peo-
ple do slip through the system.”

Taylor, who is black, was last seen
wearing a white county jail jumpsuit. He
is six feet, four inches tall, 215 pounds
and has black hair and brown eyes.

Taylor was in custody pending trial for
a 2004 kidnapping and robbery that
occurred in the 1000 block of Bay Street
in Santa Monica.

Taylor faces seven felony charges
related to two separate incidents, one on
Oct. 18, and the second on Nov. 4.

Prosecutors allege Taylor twice kid-
napped the same 75-year-old woman,
stole from her and threatened to kill her
with a syringe and screwdriver.

Former Olympic Silver Medalist Danny
Harris was first charged with the crime in
November. Police arrested Harris after
trained bloodhounds following the scent of
a hat left by the kidnapper led authorities to
Harris’ room at the Clare Foundation, a
rehabilitation facility located off of Lincoln
Boulevard south of Interstate 10. Harris
tested positive for drugs in 1996 and was
barred from competing in the Olympics.
He has struggled for years with a cocaine
addiction. Harris, who captured the silver
medal in track in the 1984 Olympics, spent
nearly two months in jail before he was
cleared of the charges.

Subsequent laboratory tests showed the
kidnapper’s hat contained Taylor’s DNA.
Taylor was already in custody on the
stolen car charges. The two men, who
share similar physical characteristics,
claimed not to know one another.

Prosecutors initially refused to drop the
charges against Harris, claiming the two
men may have been working together.
Though the victim only saw one kidnap-

Schwarzenegger seeks to

BY BETH FOUHY
AP Political Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Amid sagging poll
numbers and relentless criticism from
Democrat-leaning interest groups, Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger sought to reclaim
the high ground with a television ad cam-
paign aimed at restoring public confi-
dence in the governor and his reform pro-
posals.

The new ad, produced by media strate-
gist Don Sipple and set to be broadcast
statewide, attempts to restore the gover-
nor’s image as a populist reformer. After
months of pounding by teachers, nurses
and other unions caused his popularity to
plummet, the new ad allows
Schwarzenegger to shift away from his
criticism of so-called “special interests”
and focus on the Democratic-controlled
legislature instead.

The ad shows Schwarzenegger wear-
ing a white shirt and blue tie, telling a
group of citizens in a coffee shop that for
every dollar the state takes in, legislators
spend $1.10.

“And they can’t fix the problem
because they created it,” Schwarzenegger
says as his table mates listen. “My reform
agenda will bring back fiscal responsibili-
ty and accountability. You are the ones
who pay taxes and foot the bills.”

In January, Schwarzenegger unveiled
an ambitious plan to overhaul the state’s
public pension system, redraw legislative
boundaries, enact an automatic budget
balancing mechanism, and make it harder
for teachers to get tenure. He’s since
backed away from the pension plan but
has pushed ahead with the other measures,
vowing to call a special election if agree-
ment on them could not be reached in the
Legislature.

Medical marijuana advocates

BY ERICA WERNER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — With a key Supreme
Court decision on medical marijuana
pending, advocates pleaded with Congress
on Wednesday to let patients use the drug
without fear of federal prosecution.

“It is absolutely cruel that the federal
government does not allow us the right to
use this medicine,” said Angel Raich of
Oakland, Calif., who began using marijua-
na to combat the pain of a brain tumor and
filed the lawsuit that’s before the court.

“It is not easy for us patients that real-
ly need this medicine to come out here, to
have to fight for our lives on this kind of
level,” she said.

Raich was joined at a Capitol Hill news
conference by talk show host Montel
Williams, who said legal painkillers don’t
help his multiple sclerosis, and by a bipar-
tisan group of lawmakers who endorsed
legislation allowing states to make their
own rules on medical marijuana.

Ten states have laws that allow resi-
dents to use marijuana for medical pur-
poses — California, Alaska, Colorado,
Oregon, Washington, Nevada, Maine,
Montana, Hawaii and Vermont.

Despite such laws, the Supreme Court
refused four years ago to protect distribu-
tors of marijuana from federal anti-drug
charges. Now justices are deliberating
whether federal drug agents can go after
patients in the states where the drug is

per, at one point she said the kidnapper
threatened to kill her and burn down her
house, and referenced two accomplices.

Prosecutors at the time pointed to three
eyewitnesses who picked Harris out of a
photo lineup. The three witnesses were a
next-door neighbor who chased off the
kidnapper with a gun, a nearby resident
who saw the kidnapper strip off his shirt
while fleeing the scene and the victim,
who picked Harris along with two other
people in the photo lineup as possibly the
person who assaulted her. Authorities said
the shirt the kidnapper left as he fled the
scene also contained Taylor’s DNA.

Two live police lineups were conduct-
ed in January to see if the eyewitnesses
would tie Taylor to the kidnappings. In
the first lineup, Taylor stood in a line with
five inmates. In the second lineup, Harris
stood with five different inmates. None of
the witnesses picked Harris. The elderly
victim identified Taylor, and the other
witnesses picked different prisoners,
lawyers said.

In February, Taylor was charged with
one count of kidnapping to commit anoth-
er crime; two counts of first-degree bur-
glary; two counts of first-degree residen-

tial robbery and two counts of making
criminal threats.

Taylor also faces one count of unlawful
driving or taking of a vehicle; one count of
receiving stolen property; one count of
resisting a police officer and one count of
driving as an unlicensed driver. Those
charges, which he was to stand trial for this
week, stem from him allegedly stealing a
car in Las Vegas, said Los Angeles District
Attorney spokeswoman Jane Robison.

Taylor is a twice-convicted felon — he
served two years in state prison for a 1991
conviction for burglary and he served 12
years in state prison for a 1994 conviction for
burglary. Both crimes occurred in Torrance,
said DA spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons.

Meanwhile, a bench warrant was
issued on Wednesday for Taylor, whose
bail for the Santa Monica crimes had been
set at more than $2 million. A jury trial for
the Santa Monica kidnapping and bur-
glary charges was set to begin on June 14
at the LAX Courthouse, Robison said.

That’s if authorities can find him
before then.

“Our fugitive detail is out in full
force,” Whitmore said. “We will find
him.”

recast himself politically

The new ad debuted Tuesday, days
before a Friday deadline for gathering sig-
natures to qualify the proposals for a Nov.
8 special election.

“There’s clearly going to be a clash of
ideas between the governor’s reform
agenda and the Sacramento status quo,”
said Todd Harris, a Schwarzenegger polit-
ical adviser. “What’s important is that the
governor has a reform agenda that will get
done, period.”

Democrats said the ad was an effort to
divert attention from the more controver-
sial aspects of his reform initiatives.

“The ad is Arnold doing poll-driven
sound bites,” Democratic strategist
Andrew Acosta said. “His credibility is
shot, and Californians know he’s broken
his promises. They are rejecting both the
message and the messenger at this point.”

Enraged by Schwarzenegger’s attacks
on teachers, nurses and other unions, and

his decision to withhold $2 billion from
public schools, the California Teachers
Union and a labor-backed coalition called
the Alliance for a Better California have
run ads accusing him of breaking his
promises and favoring corporate interests
over ordinary citizens.

Their latest ad takes aim at
Schwarzenegger’s proposed budget-bal-
ancing measure, which they say would cut
education funding by $4 billion and result
in deep cuts in local police and fire pro-
tection.

Shanto Iyengar, a Stanford University
professor and specialist in political com-
munications, said the message and the
sheer volume of the anti-Schwarzenegger
ads left the governor little choice but to
retaliate.

“Their message has been clear: Can
you trust this guy after making all these
promises?” Iyengar said of the labor ads.

implore Congress for reform

allowed for medical purposes. That’s the
case Raich and another California woman,
Diane Monson, brought after federal
agents confiscated marijuana plants from
Monson’s yard.

A ruling could come as early as May 16,
and while Raich and others hope it will be
favorable they also want Congress to act.
Past attempts to pass legislation allowing
states to make their own medical marijuana
laws have not succeeded, but five lawmak-
ers from opposite ends of the political spec-
trum said Wednesday they’d keep trying.

“The notion that a state-sanctioned
practice of medicine ought to be criminal-
ized really makes no sense,” said Rep.
Barney Frank, D-Mass., who said he was
reintroducing the States’ Rights to

Medical Marijuana Act.

Reps. Maurice Hinchey, D-N.Y., and
Dana Rohrabacher, R-Calif., said they
would offer an amendment to a spending
bill on the House floor to bar the Justice
Department from using federal funds to
prosecute medical marijuana use.

“It makes no sense at all to have the
federal government overriding a vote of
the people of a state on what should be
criminalized and what shouldn’t be crimi-
nalized in terms of personal consump-
tion,” Rohrabacher said.

Also supporting the legislative moves
were Reps. Sam Farr, D-Calif., and Ron
Paul, R-Texas.

“This is about access for people in
pain,” Farr said.
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CLASSIFIEDS

AUTO TIRE Shop needs experienced
service writer and tire technician.
Full time Culver City (310)391-
5333

AUTO MECHANIC ~ FT/PT, M-F,
WLA location. Small shop seeking

dedicated, reliable, experienced
mechanic. Valid DL. (310) 203-
0543.

BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory.
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.

BOOKKEEPER/ AR, AP, Payroll, Bank
Reconciliation quarterly tax state-
ments. Marina Del Rey area. Benefits.
Fax, resume, (310) 574-9332.

CARE GIVERS/ companions: live-in or
out, min. 2 yrs experience and work
related references required. Driving
preferred, CNAs/CHHAs welcomed.
Bondable (323) 692-3692.

BARTEND

e 1 or 2 week training
o Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377

www.nationalbartenders.com

COUNTER HELP needed Main Street
cafe. Coffee/ Panini Shop. Fast paced,
must have 3 yrs restaurant experi-
ence. Apply in person, 2715 Main
Street.

EXPERIENCED DENTAL assistant for
SM practice. Full time, call Nicole at
(310) 828-7429.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

GET YOUR real estate license! Local
R.E. offices hiring. Reimbursed ex-
penses, great opportunity (888) 300-
8448x110. Call Cory.

HAIR STYLIST/ Barber wanted, $125/
week rent for person with clients.
2106 Wilshire Blvd., Call Kristin
(310) 829-5944

HAIRDRESSER NEEDED. 20 year old
salon, great location on Wilshire. Rent
chair or commission sales. Russian
speaking a plus. Call Mary 818-207-
7771.

HELP WANTED Part-time, office per-
son for family theatre. Basic computer
skills. For  more information
(310) 656-0483.

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR. Caron-
delet Center, adjacent to Mount St.
Mary’s College in Brentwood, seeks a
general maintenance professional to
operate, maintain, and repair boilers,
generators, air conditioning, etc. in a
multi purpose residential and meeting
facility. As head of the maintenance
department, this person will supervise
two employees, evaluate products
and services from outside contractors,
maintain work order logs, oversee re-
furbishment projects and continuous-
ly monitor the condition of the building
and its infrastructure. Minimum of 3
years in maintenance of large build-
ings required. $19.00-$24.00/hr. de-
pending on experience. Contact R.
Scherrei, 11999 Chalon Rd., LA
90049; (310) 889-2109;
RScherrei@csijla.org; FAX (310) 472-
5982.

MASSAGE CERTIFICATE
COURSE

Earn new career in 5 days!

Brandon Raynor’s international-
ly acclaimed hands on deep
tissue massage course

May 9th-13th, M-F, 9am-5pm
in Marina Del Rey.
Toll free (888) 330-3338

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692

P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F

Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 $9/hr

P/T RETAIL salesperson.
Apply in person
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm.
Wilshire West Fine Paper.
3023 Wilshire Blvd. SM.

RADIO PUBLICITY campaign sales, full
commission F/T or P/T in Santa Moni-
ca (310) 998-8305 ext 84

RETAIL SALES Professional, high end
women’s apparel, 3-4 days/wk. Top
$! Experience necessary. (310) 264-
2577

SECRETARIAL/ ACCOUNTANT

Tile Company, SM. Full Time 8-5/
Mon-Sat. Great salary (310) 995-
5136.

SIMPLEHUMAN NEEDS reliable ex-
perienced mature individuals fo
part-time retail positions at the
Westfield Century City Mall. Pleas-
efax resumes to (310) 538-9196
Attn:  Vivian or email to
support@simplehuman.com. More
information at
www.simplehuman.com

STYLIST/BARBER WANTED in Santa
Monica. Non-conformist atmosphere.
Low rent. Call Don (310) 315-1098.

TELEMARKETING SALES base + Xlent
commission. Work from home, 6-20
hrs/ week (evenings). Need PC and
fax. Loan officer exp. a plus. Central

Pacific Funding, a 10 year old full
service mortgage corporation. Fax re-
sume (310) 899-3953.

WANTED: FULL time, exp line cooks.
Apply in person Marix Tex Mex, 118
Entrada Drive, SM, CA (PCH & Entra-
da) btwn 2-4PM M-T. No phone calls
please

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.

Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for
$1750 (310)479-3054

Vehicles for sale

& MITSUBISHI
Santa Monica

2000 Porsche 911 Cabriolet
Triple Black, tip, 38k miles,
48,995 [vIN 651944]

2002 Hyundai

Santa Fe green full power Automatic

$13,995 [vin 281519]
2003 Nissan Sentra

Full power cd auto

$10,495 [viN 798964]
2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse

Full power auto

$11,995 [vin 0s0815]

2001 Mitsubishi Spyder
36K Miles, Leather, Full Power

&17,225 [vin 152218]

2001 Mitsubishi Mirage
44K Miles, Full Power

$8,995 [viN 27253]

2002 Lexus 1S300

Black Chromes, Clean Car

$19,995 [vin 062170]

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

L

INFINITI

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

#1 Fastest Growing
Dealer in
Los Angeles County

Based on facts and figures from
Infiniti Western Region

PRE-OWNED
SALES

EVENT
MANY MAKES

& MODELS TO
CHOOSE FROM

ALL VEHICLES
"SALE PRICED"

*03 INFINITI G35 COUPE
(VIN #223140)

02 LEXUS RX 300
(VIN #147027)

01 INFINITI 130 SEDAN
(VIN #020896)

’03 LINCOLN AVIATOR
(VIN #)16512)

01 BMW 325Cic CONVERTIBLE
(VIN #Y52151)

’03 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
(VIN#012172)

01 AUDI 2.7T WAGON AWD
(VIN #069835)

’03 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
(VIN #322092)

'97 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GS SPYDER CONV.
(VIN#157086)

02 INFINITI I35 SEDAN
(VIN #027802)

’01 CADILLAC DEVILLE SEDAN
(VIN#238144)

02 BMW X5 3.0i AWD
(VIN#P54513)

03 INFINITI I35 SEDAN
(VIN #104235)

’99 TOYOTA RAV4 L
(VIN#043668)

*03 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
(VIN#014954)

*04 INFINITI G35 SEDAN
Pre-Owned (VIN #113460)

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

1-800-Infiniti

900
Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA

90401
www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

NEED A second pair of eyes? Experi-
enced newspaper editor available for
proof reading, copy editing. Call
(310)365-1753 to have your scripts,
manuscripts, novels or any document
typo free.

WANTED TO Buy: Stamp collections
US or world wide. (310) 459-6315

DISNEY WORLD/BEACH vacation 7
days/ 6 nights. Paid $600/ must sell
$199. Good for 1 year (562)492-
0034.

Health Tour Packages all

inclusive in Costa Rica.
W fiarmonycenters.com

BEVERLY HILLS Adjacent 1472 S.
Crest Drive 2+1 lower back unit.
Stove, carpet, dining room, blinds, ga-
rage parking. No pets $1350
(310) 578-7512.

1617 BROADWAY
Live Work /Apartment

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES * RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

529 Montana $1225
Lower 1 bed, gated entry,
shared garage, fridge & stove

1441 Princeton  $1350
Lower 1 bed, updated, Pergo
floors, new blinds & more

847 6th St.  $1895
Front upper 2 bed, 1% baths,
new carpet & blinds

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA

10900 S.M. Blvd., WLA,
$875

Upper single, new carpet,

fridge & stove, near UCLA

1610 Barry, WLA, $1550
Front lower 2 bed, 1% bath,
remodeled, new carpet,
linoleum, blinds & more

1234 Wellesley, WLA,
$1700
Front upper 2 bed, 1/ bath
beautiful remodel, new appli-
ances, granite counters, tile
bathroom

10724 Missouri, WLA,
$2300
Upper 3 bed + den, 2 bath,
FIRST MONTH FREE RENT!
call for more details

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.

2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2375/mo
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage
Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

CHECK OUT OTHER
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

1037 5th, #7 $1925/mo
2bed + 2bath, upper
2 car parking, small patio

CHECK OUT OTHER
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

LA GROVE Area, 458 N. Curson, #104,
1+1 Art Deco buildings. Stove, hard-
wood floors, fridge, blinds, laundry,
No Pets. $1250 (310) 578-7512.

MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #201.
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C,
fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 2 balco-
nies, intercom entry, gated parking.
No pets $1450. $300.00 off move-in
(310) 578-7512

MAR VISTA Lrg 1 bdrm @ 3743
McLaughlin. Fresh paint, carpet, great
closets. One year lease, no pets, no
smoking $995. (310) 466-9256

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 1BDRM
w/balcony @3115 Bagley Ave. with
fresh carpet, paint, stove, FRIDGE and
assigned parking. A steal at $950!
(310)466-9256

SANTA MONICA $1000/mo Courtyard
garden style building. 2 bedrooms/1
bath. One year lease (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1025.00 1 bdrm/1
bath. Refrigerator, stove, parking, NO
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #13, Mgr
#19.

SANTA MONICA $1025/mo
1bdrm/1bath no pets, hardwood
floors. 1 block south of Montana
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo 6 blocks
from beach! 1bdrm/1bath, refrigera-
tor, stove, hardwood floors, laundry
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1495/mo
2bdrm/2bath. No pets, new carpets,
tile, large closets, laundry, refrigera-
tor, (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com

SANTA MONICA- 1BD/1BA All remod-
eled. Washer/dryer, Jacuzzi tub, hard-
wood  floors.  $1495/mo.  Call
(310) 490-9326. 1433 19th St., open
for viewing

SM $1,295 1bdrm above garage. Pri-
vate, bright, charming, hardwood/
Mexican tile floors, large deck.
837 1/2 Cedar (818) 501-4100

VENICE BEACH large studio @ 26 Pal-
oma Ave. with full size refrigerator
and new carpet. One block to the
beach. Excellent location in the heart
of Venice beach. Well priced at $895.
One year lease. No pets. Call Jack @
(310) 466-9256

VENICE BEACH Sunny single @ 50
Breeze Av., 1 block to beach. Hard-
wood floors and full kitchen. Lots of
charm and character. 1 year lease, no
pets. (310) 466-9256. $975

VENICE BEACH: 39 Sunset Ave. 1 bed-
room with ocean view in tudor style
building. Great location 1/2 block to
the beach. 1 Year lease, no pets. May
be seen by appointments $1150.
(310) 401-0027.

W/LA, 1+1 UPPER UNIT, NEAR UCLA,
1423 Barry Ave. No pets, new paint.
$1195 (323) 651-0122

WEST HOLLYWOOD $850/mo, 1 bdrm,
upper, A/C, built-in refrigerator, new
carpet, blinds, laundry, security park-
ing, no pets, North Vista Street
(310) 456-5659

WESTWOOD UNFURNISHED Condo
2+2. 1639 Selby Ave. Unit C. Stove,
refrigerator, W/D, dishwasher, carpet,
microwave, A/C, intercom entry and
gated parking. No pets. $1695 Call
(310) 578-7512

WLA APARTMENT for rent, $1100/mo.
1bdrm/ 1bath, A/C, security system.
(310) 391-8880

Houses For Rent

MAR VISTA, best area 2bdrm/1ba plus
workshop garage, new paint, large
yard w/deck, fireplace, stove, refriger-
ator, W/D hookups, w/c pets $2150
(310) 403-8272

LOOKING FOR professional per-
son to share a furnished two-
bedroom apartment one block off
of Montana. Private bath.

Laundry on premises.
$1,000 a month, includes
underground parking.
(310) 365-1753

Commercil Lease _

SANTA MONICA $1600/mo
2bdrm/1bath with private yard, hard-
wood floors, AC, W/D hookups
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo North of
Wilshire, 2bdrm/2 bath, laundry, dish-
washer, newly remodeled building
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $700/mo. Charming
unfurnished bachelor, no pets, carpet,
laundry, refrigerator and microwave
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $975/mo
1bdrm/1bath. No pets, refrigerator,
stove, carpets, laundry large closets
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $985/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Laundry, refrigerator,
quiet neighborhood, high beamed
ceilings and skylight (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm/ 2 bath condo
available at 1440 23rd St. (Broadway)
Security bldg, security parking, hard-
wood floors (310) 600-3957
$2095.00

SANTA MONICA! Beautiful large 1
bedroom + 2 lofts townhome @ 820
Bay St. with 2 car garage, fresh car-
pet, paint, jacuzzi tub, large deck,
endless storage, a must see! $2295.
(310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA, $1100/mo. Bunga-
low style, 1bdrm/1bath. Parking,
walking distance to market and shops
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com.

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private
Offices with Windows

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

LA EERCTAL

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporterenaicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

Real Estate

SAVE BIG MONEY buying a home!
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CLASSIFIEDS

— eatbstate _JI  Porsonats ) Porsonals __

Remington700.com or Recorded mes-
sage (800) 842-5316 EXT 709

Storage Space

SANTA MONICA- Garage for rent.
Storage, easy access. 1934 18th

Street. $195/mo. Call (310) 490-9326

5’2" HOURGLASS Figure offers

full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. Incall/
Outcall special rate between 6am-
9pm, Rachel

(310) 339-6709

A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full
body massage, outcalls available.
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-

ropean. Professional Lady Sonja
(310) 397-0433.
MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN

Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again
SM near Promenade, free pkg
(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit.
Paul (310) 741-1901.

Lost & Found

FOUND: KEYS on key ring, Monday
5/2/05 approx. 2:45pm on top of
SMDP paper rack. Southwest corner
of Arizona & 5th St. (310) 260-0029.

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10/17 for 15 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

WARNING

10 Questions to Ask Before
You Hire An Agent

Do not hire an agent before
you read this special Free

Report.

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534 ID# 1006

www.matillarealty.com

IDAHO !!

Executive Home(s) with acreage in
South Central Idaho. Near Soldier
Mountain Ski Resort (Owner-Bruce
Willis). 50mi. from Sun Valley, 1.5
hours/Boise. Awesome views/open
space! Sub dividable potential!

$995,000. 4/bedroom, 3/bath
2800+sq/ft, 80-+acres retreat-
uc!!

Executive retreat at Ski Mountain!!
1998 built 5/bedroom, 3/bath
3100-+sq/ft log home, top of hill,
60-acres $849,000. Reduced -
Huge!! Now $649K!! Includes 2
NEW Snowmobiles & New ATV!!

Another! 2/bedroom 2/bath cabin,
3+/- acres $360,000-0WC!

Sun Valley golf course home, 3400
sq/ft 3/bedroom, 3.5/bath. Cheap-
estin SV UC $1,795,000.

State of the Art Equestrian Facility
— 40+/- acres. Less than replace-
ment!! Sun Valley, $1.365m

Call Chris Grathwohl.
5690.

(208) 720-

(310) 943-7657

(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make
your dreams a reality

George Chung Realtors

PAC
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES
JUST REDUCED! JUST 5. 375%
30 YEAR FIXED

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of April 12, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan

WE FEATURE
100%
INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

$500,000

1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 PMO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 PMO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000

1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 PMO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 PMO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

[
Enlll.l Illlﬂln REALTOR®

BUILDING
STR ONG

COPIA
CREATIVE

o EFERINTTY WS ro Bowndarnes

BRANDS

infadcoplacreativecom = IR CopiatC (826, 7422) - www.copiacreative.com

ARKETING -

ERANDING - DEVELOPMENT - CONSULTIN

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MONICA

TEETH WHITENING PER ARCH

Price is based on whitening of two arches w/home whitening kit.

Regularly $199 per arch.

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 05/30/05.

Moe Koshki, D.D.S. General & Cosmetic Dentistry

(310) 395-1261

1260 15™ Street #805, SM. CA 90404

DON'T LET RISING INTEREST
RATES HURT YOUR
E STANDARD OF LIVING.

Call today for your free copy of our report
“Ideas to Help Keep Your Income Growing.”

Brian Hepp, AAMS

Financial Consultant

2425 Olympic Blvd., Suite 130-E
Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 453-0077
brian.hepp@agedwards.com

p)

A.G.EDWARDS.

FULLY INVESTED IN OUR CLIENTS..

[24778-v1-0698] A-1049-0406

2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. * Member SIPC

YOUR TUTOR

1 HOUR FREE

All Ages  All Subjects
Math Tutoring e SAT e Test Prep
Exp. Prof. Teachers.
B.H., Westside, S.EV

310/488-1774

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE

A professional painting contractor
License #309274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415 5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount &y LI
Available

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

ONE HOUR Alterations,

hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc.
Made by professional Call

Michael (310) 980-2674

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

Lose weight
the right way.

fatblin.com

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

www.fatburn.com

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

GARPENTRY. ELEC_, PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
F REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (31[]& 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

FOLL SERVICE GRAPHC DESIEN STURN
Print Deign, Weh Detign, Prisling
121.851.1725
wun studisldesign.com

far cheafc are kappp Pt iz wial wo e
You should call:

Tk | Taed /
24 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)

828-2233

Computer Services

PC & NETWORK
PROBLEMS?
SMALL BUSINESS FRIENDLY

| am so glad | called NCS. Thank you!”
Kenneth Smith, Grenada Hills, CA

NETWORK COMPUTING SOLUTIONS

(310) 729-6845

www.networksolutio.net

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Attorney Services

Law Offices of

Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil
Personal Injury
Criminal Defense
Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

LOVED ONE
ARRESTED?

Call the law offices of
Clifford Nichols. Esq.

Criminal Defense Law Firm

(310) 917-1083

% FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION

www.cliffnicholslaw.com




ADVERTISEMENT

WLSIMONSON INC.

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS IN SANTA MONICA

)
v 'Y
Introducing the CLS. The World’s First Four-Door Coupe.

% LIMITED TERM FINANGING | | 365 IN STOGK NOW! IMMEDIATE DELIVERY®

PR ON SELECT PRE-OWNED MERGEDES-BENZ | | SI, SL, LGS, SL65, GLK CABS, 158, E55 AMG, SL600

ON ABOVE AVERAGE CREDIT - APR OFFER ONLY FOR G-CLASS AND N-CLASS MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AND TIER 1 CUSTOMERS ONLY.
Jf JUU I

®

" e
1.|| LS TS

A Hifii\wh . HIHI}.:‘ ] \I . -‘l : SIMONSOI "E\I
COF?TREAlLEBIR'lON —— e, CONTRIBU‘HON F - 00NTR|BUT|°N — - . i
*000 ' | °000 *1000 |
Ve' ;
s 10 ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT s 10 ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT s 10 ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH +88¢ +TAX PER MONTH +88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
E&I&%gull\g?ggms FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

$339.88 + tax first months pa¥5ment for 39 months on approved credit. $2449 cap cost reduction + $795 $529 + tax first months pa yment for 39 months on approved credit. $2634 cap cost reduction + $795 acqui- - $599 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3950 cap cost reduction + $795 acquisi-
S

acquisition fee = $3244 les:

deposit). MSRP $33,570. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS. ~ MSRP $50,770. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

00 W.. Simonson contribution = $2744 total due at signing ($0 security  sition fee = 3244 less 00 WL.. Simonson contribution = $2929 total due at signing (80 security depost).  tion fee = $4845 less $1000 W1 Simonson contribution = $3845 total due at siging ($0 security depost).

MSRP $48,825. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

MERGEDES-BENZ GERTIFIED PRE-OWNED PROGRAM INGLUDES

7 DAY TRIAL EXCHANGE -1 YEAR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY szseusnrosenas

C-CLASS

STARTING AT ONLY

16995

1 AT THIS PRICE 99 C230 757729

_E-CLASS

STARTING AT ONLY

522995

1 AT THIS PRICE 00 E320 vi+1309%7

SPECIALTIES

2002 SLK32 AMG vin#2ssezt $37,995

2004 CLK320 CAB n:o106e2 $44,995
2002 SL500 \in#203166 $48,995

2004 CL500 25k wies vinioossra $54,995

2002 C230 in#247920 21 995 | 2001 E320 un#2se220 S24,995

2001 C320 vin#o15254 221,995 2002 E320 in#as7i6o $27’995 2004 CLK3S CAB o wzs oo $68’995
2001 G240 wuosszee 321,995 | 2002 ER0WAG wenwauns $34,995 | 2002 CLEOO wmuczorr, $69,995
2003 C240 vinracosos $26:995 2003 E320 vin#s66290 $36,995 2003 SL500 oesivco vinsoosias $79’995
2003 C240 WAG vns313253 $27 995 | 2004 E320 in#a4s5021 $42 995 | 2004 CL55 AMG 030471 $98 995

W.LSIMONSON INC.

PRE-OWNED CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE - SANTA MONICA 1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD-SM
1-800-MY-MERCEDES 310-453-2045

==+ 1.800-MY-MERCEDES

WWW.MBZSANTAMONICA.COM

(WLSIMONSON ING, @l@ (WLSIMONSON NG, @!@

SANTA MONICA BLVD.

*

WILSHIRE BLVD.

17TH ST.
14TH ST.

*

All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 05/01/05




