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SUNSET PARK — An apartment
building in Santa Monica plagued
with code violations has been
ordered by the court to be demol-
ished.

Beverly Hills Superior Court
Judge Lisa Hart Cole on Monday
approved a recommendation by a
court-appointed receiver that the
apartment building at 2438 Ocean
Park Blvd. be razed to the ground.

Judge Cole in January appoint-
ed Century City-based attorney
David Pasternak to take control of
the property and determine
whether it could conform to health
and safety codes, or if it was in
such disrepair that it needed to be
demolished. The process is known
as a “receivership.”

Shortly after, the building’s
owner, Guillermo Gonzalez, filed
an appeal to deny allowing
Pasternak to be the court-appoint-
ed receiver. Pasternak assumed
full control of the property in
January.The three-unit building is
still being occupied by Gonzalez,

55.
“This is an American dream, to

have a house, and now that I have
one, they want to take it away
from me,” Gonzalez said.

In her Monday ruling, Judge
Cole allowed the demolition to be
delayed until Gonzalez’ appeal is

resolved. It’s not known how long
the appeal process will take. Judge
Cole set a status conference for
Gonzalez’ appeal on Aug. 11.

City Hall for years has been cit-
ing Gonzalez after several neigh-
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SACRAMENTO — Thousands of
parents demanding more money
for public education were met with
deaf ears last week when they
marched onto the steps of the
Capitol.

About 100 Santa Monicans
joined up with thousands of
California parents in Sacramento
to demand Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger make the failing
public school system a top state
priority. 

Gov. Schwarzenegger, howev-
er, didn’t meet with the state’s
public education advocates,
according to the rally’s organizers.

The two-day rally, called
“Caravan for Kids,” included a pit
stop at Gov. Schwarzenegger’s
office in Los Angeles last
Wednesday, followed by the
statewide protest on the Capitol
steps in Sacramento on Thursday.
The event was organized by Santa

After several incidents of teacher-student
sex in Florida, it was almost a relief in
January that Perry, Fla., teacher Natalie
Whalen, 58, was accused only of biting a
student (who had tried to take a CD player
from her desk) or that, in February, Orlando
high school chemistry teacher Perry Pieski,
42, was accused only of teaching his class
how to make a bomb. But the crisis
returned in March when a man revealed in
a divorce deposition that not only had he
had trysts with his son’s Boynton Beach
elementary school music teacher, Carol
Flannigan, but so had the son. 

Today is the 124th day of 2005.
There are 241 days left in the year.

On May 4, 1945, during World War II,
German forces in the Netherlands,
Denmark and northwest Germany
agreed to surrender.
In 1927, the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences was founded.
In 1961, a group of “Freedom Riders”
left Washington for New Orleans to
challenge racial segregation in inter-
state buses and bus terminals.
In 1970, Ohio National Guardsmen
opened fire on anti-war protesters at
Kent State University, killing four stu-
dents and wounding nine others.
In 1980, Marshal Josip Broz Tito,
president of Yugoslavia, died three
days before his 88th birthday.
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The identity is not yet known
of a woman who was killed after
being struck by a Big Blue Bus
last week.

The Los Angeles Department
of the Coroner has not yet con-
ducted an autopsy on the Hispanic
woman, who is believed to be in
her 40s and possibly either a tran-
sient or an illegal immigrant, said
Lt. Cheryl MacWillie, who works
in the coroner’s office.
Investigators also haven’t been
able to contact her family, which
leaves her identity still unknown.

“We have requested a report
from the Santa Monica Police
Department,” MacWillie said.
“We’re still trying to get the details.”

At about 7:55 a.m. on Friday,
April 29, the bus was driving west-

Parents press on for education

David Hume Kennerly/Special to the Daily Press
Maria Rodriguez, president of the Santa Monica-Malibu PTA, speaks in Los Angeles during last week’s ‘Caravan for Kids’ rally.

Woman struck
by bus still a
‘Jane Doe’

Court orders apartment building to be razed

John Wood/Daily Press
Guillermo Gonzalez and his wife, Beatriz Zustovich, still live in the apartment
building at 2438 Ocean Park Blvd., which a judge has ordered demolished.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ You might start the day at a slow

pace, but by midafternoon you are a force to be
dealt with. The Moon drops into your sign mid-
day. Energy and Lady Luck head in your direc-
tion. Aim for what you want. Adapt your thinking
and plans, if need be. Tonight: As you like it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Use the morning to complete an

important task. You might feel a bit out of sync.
Listen to feedback from someone you care about.
Recognize that being discreet could be very
important. Don’t share everything. A partner or
associate could be more upset than you realize.
Tonight: Private time. Re-center.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Understand what might be happen-

ing with others. How you see a changeable situ-
ation could be a lot different from the way others
do. Gather facts, looking for the best possible
direction. Enjoy the many associates that sur-
round you, but avoid putting them into cate-
gories. Tonight: Where the action is.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Realize your limits, please.

Gather information, but don’t make a conclusive
decision just yet. You are more in control than
you realize. Take charge and be responsible.
Others respond to your suggestions. Tonight:
Burn the candle at both ends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Take time to analyze what is

happening around you. An associate attempts to
be helpful but is stalemated. Use your abilities to
come up with unusual solutions. Find an expert;
hop on the computer and find new ideas. Tonight:
How about some jazz or blues?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Others want to chip in. Allow

people to do more. Sometimes you feel that you
need to do everything. Not so! Just open the door
to help. You might be pleased by what comes out.
Ease up and relax. Let go of a need to control.
Tonight: Where the action is.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Good intentions could easily fall to

the wayside. People distract you. Kick back and
allow others to run the show. Why do you always
have to lead? The answer is, you don’t have to.
Follow-through counts. Tonight: Accept an invita-
tion.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ You might want to rethink a situ-

ation. Brainstorm with someone you view as a
creative source. Allow your imagination to go in a
new direction. Listen to others. Concentrate on
one project at a time. Don’t scatter. Tonight: Get
some exercise.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Come from a solid point of view.

Realize what you expect from others. Your cre-
ativity pays off in the afternoon. You’ll come up
with solutions if you are willing to trust a key per-
son. Listen to what seems like a lecture. Tonight:
Kick your heels up.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Use the morning to clear out calls

and have meetings. This afternoon, you might
want to retreat or hide out. Investigate different
ways of handling a security-related issue. You’ll
come up with unusual ideas. Tonight: Head
home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Financial matters take precedence.

Expenses could get out of control if you aren’t
careful. Start up talks in the afternoon, when a
situation becomes clearer. Discussions add to the
quality of your relationships. Tonight: Out and
about.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You are personality-plus. Listen

more often to what others say. Your well-being
makes a difference. Think before you leap into
action. Dealings have an impact on your finances.
Do remember that you don’t have a money tree in
your back yard. Tonight: Your treat.
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

60°

A national survey conducted last
week asked Americans what they would
discuss with President George W. Bush
if they had 15 minutes to talk to him.
The top issue was Iraq, followed by
Social Security and health care.

This week, Q-Line asks, “If you had
15 minutes with President Bush, what

would you ask him, say to him and
discuss with him?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at
5 p.m. and we’ll print your responses in
the weekend edition. Please try to limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Wednesday is looking better at south-fac-
ing breaks as the SW swell that’s filling in
now will reach its peak. Look for more con-
sistent chest-high+ sets. NW energy should
drop off, leaving west-facing breaks in
knee- to waist-high surf. 

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 10:02 -0.4 9:27 3.1 1:48 5.1 5:43 3.5

SUNDAY 11:10 -0.4 11:20 2.6 3:24 4.7 6:23 4.0

MONDAY N/A N/A 12:05 -0.3 4:57 4.6 6:55 4.4

TUESDAY 12:32 1.8 12:49 -0.1 6:14 4.6 7:25 4.9

WEDNESDAY 1:28 1.1 1:28 0.1 7:17 4.5 7:54 5.4

THURSDAY 2:15 0.4 2:02 0.5 8:12 4.4 8:22 5.8

FRIDAY 2:40 0.6 2:32 0.8 8:40 4.7 8:42 5.4

WOULD YOU TAKE YOUR LUXURY
CAR TO ANY GARAGE?

(310) 451-3663 
256 26th Street, Suite 100

Santa Monica
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Santa Monica to pray
By Daily Press staff

Come spiritually unite with fellow Santa Monicans.
Santa Monica will hold its 15th annual observance of the National Day of Prayer

at 7 a.m. Thursday, May 5, on the front lawn of Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main
St. This year’s theme is “God Shed His Grace on Thee,” taken from “America the
Beautiful.”

Area pastors and community leaders will offer prayers for the president and other
governmental leaders, the armed services, peace officers, legislators, judges, the
community and the nation. Topics such as personal renewal and moral awakening,
youth, family, business, education, the sick, the imprisoned and persecuted, church-
es, missionaries and ministry organizations also will be addressed.

Among those slated to take part are Pastors Clarence Crites, Santa Monica
Church of the Nazarene; Herman Kemp, Calvary Baptist Church; Keith Magee,
Trinity Baptist Church; Jeff McCulty, Good Shepherd Baptist Church; Bill Miles,
First Christian Church; Rob Scribner, Lighthouse Church; and George Neos, Yale
Street Lighthouse Church. Also leading prayers will be Dorothy Larson of
Community Bible Study, Santa Monica Fire Department Captain Mike Lavoie and
Santa Monica Police Officer Dennis Lynch.

The Santa Monica National Day of Prayer Youth Choir will lead patriotic and
worship songs. The Ronald Reagan Division of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps will
present the colors.

An optional light breakfast (suggested donation $5) will begin at 6:30 a.m. on the
City Hall lawn.

For information, call (310) 656-5221.

New Directions named an LA treasure
By Daily Press staff

In celebrating the diversity, strength and excellence of Los Angeles, The Central
City Association of Los Angeles honored New Directions with the association’s dis-
tinguished “Treasures of Los Angeles Award” at its 11th annual awards luncheon,
emceed by Dick Van Dyke. 

In recognizing New Directions’ commitment to rehabilitating and empowering
homeless veterans in Los Angeles, the association also commended New
Directions’ “Therapeutic Community,” which promotes the elimination of anti-
social and criminal behavior, development of work ethics, community involvement
and good citizenship. 

New Directions, Inc., is a long-term drug and alcohol treatment program provid-
ing housing, food, clothing, counseling, job training and psychiatric services for
more than 800 homeless veterans a year. The agency operates four residential reha-
bilitation facilities, including the 156-bed Regional Opportunity Center, the 43-bed
New Directions North for homeless veterans with co-occurring mental illness and
substance use disorders, and two homes in Mar Vista for homeless women veterans.

A Mother’s Day filled with music
By Daily Press staff

Music will be in the air on Mother’s Day at Santa Monica College
The SMC Symphony Orchestra will present a special concert Sunday, May 8,

that features the winners of the concerto competition for non-pianists, sponsored by
SMC and the Music Teachers’ Association of California, West Los Angeles Branch.

Under the baton of SMC music professor James Smith, the orchestra will per-
form a program that includes several concertos by such composers as Mozart,
Brahms and Koussevitsky, as well as Beethoven’s Egmont Overture and Holst’s
Jupiter, from The Planets.

The Edgmont Overture will feature guest conductor Fang-Ning Lim, an SMC
music student. The featured soloists are all pre-college students: David Manukyan,
Isaiah Yu and Judith Yu, all on violin, and Henry Samuels, on bass.

The concert will be held at 4 p.m. in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd.
Tickets are $10. Call (310) 434-3000 or (310) 434-4323.

Ranked voting movement still alive
By Daily Press staff

Would you prefer to rank your elected officials when you vote for them?
If so, you might want to check out the May 9 meeting of Santa Monica Ranked

Voting, a grassroots citizen’s group that advocates for voting systems that allow
people to rank their preferences when they vote.

The meeting will be held from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Reed Park card room,
located at Seventh Street and Wilshire Boulevard  

Non-residents are welcome to attend.
More information, e-mail amy@smrankedvoting.org, or call (805) 252-6110.

Mothers to reel from Ferris wheel
By Daily Press staff

Mothers can ride the Santa Monica Ferris wheel for free on Mother’s Day.
Pacific Park is offering free rides on Sunday, May 8 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
To enjoy the free ride, a mother merely needs to go to the Pacific Wheel entrance

and notify the attraction’s operator and Pacific Park will provide a complimentary
ride for the guest. 

For more information, call (310) 260-8744 or visit www.pacpark.com.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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The Internet superhighway provides
access to a nearly endless array of infor-
mation and content. But such unlimited
access comes with a dark side.  

In the past, if you wanted to view
pornography you had to go to a store,
sneak into the back, make a selection,
then hand it to a clerk. At this point
Murphy’s Law would dictate that your
neighbor and her kids would materialize
behind you and learn of your keen interest
in Asian proctology.

But with the Internet such encounters
are a thing of the past, and as a result
online pornography is exploding.
According to the Toronto Globe and Mail,
there are upward of 4 million pornogra-
phy sites that collectively generate $57
billion a year. 

Pornography creates a raised state of
stimulation. On the positive side, this can
spice up a marriage or a relationship. But
pornography also can be addictive. This
can strain a relationship, cause the loss of
a job or, in the severest cases, destroy
someone’s life.  

Another issue, according Agent Rick
Denny of the FBI’s Sexual Assault
Felony Enforcement team, is that pornog-
raphy tends to be desensitizing. In other
words, to maintain the level of stimulation
requires that the viewer continuously
search for harder and harder material.  

Thanks to the Internet’s privacy and
anonymity, this is easily accomplished.
Sophisticated purveyors, aware of the
psychological process, include links to
increasingly harder material. As the
process continues, it is easy to be seduced
from legal sites to unlawful ones. 

These factors have combined to cause
a proliferation of illegal material. Such
Web sites can range from sadomasochism
and torture to rape and even snuff films.
Such sights command a higher tariff,
making them far more profitable. 

But there is one category of illegal site
that is particularly appalling. It generates
$3.6 billion in revenues annually, which is
more than one-third of the entire box
office for all films shown in the United
States.  And they do all of this, not with
superstars but thousands of young victims.  

It’s estimated that there are more than
100,000 child pornography sites on the
Internet, many that are ultra hard-core.

Their exploited victims — adolescents,
toddlers and even infants — range in the
hundreds of thousands. But there is even
greater cause for concern.  

Just as we become desensitized to legal
sites, eventually even the most perverse
material will lose its luster. And a number
of people visiting these sites will cross the
line from viewing to doing.  

Of course, this is not so easy when it
comes to rape or torture. These are violent
crimes. The victims are more likely to
fight, and are able to identify and testify
against their attackers. But children are
easy prey.  

Often the abuser is a trusted relative or
friend with ample opportunity. Children
rarely fight off an abuser known to them.
And they are easily coerced, frightened or
embarrassed into not speaking of the
abuse. 

The FBI is working diligently to shut
down child pornography rings. But most
of the sites are based in other countries
and are not subject to U.S. laws. 

But there is a possible solution that is
both inexpensive and simple: Set up a small
high-tech group that searches for child
pornography sites. When a site is located,
the IP address would be electronically for-
warded to all Internet providers, who in
turn would block all access. While this
won’t stop hardened pedophiles, it would
virtually eliminate the thousands of new
and casual users and make such sites less
profitable. Ultimately, this could save thou-
sands of kids from exploitation and abuse.

Of course, you might think that the
Internet industry would be clamoring to
embrace such a concept.  But that’s not
the case. AOL never returned my e-mails;
Google said they’d get back to me and
never did, and Verizon felt that the issue
was a slippery slope and they would not
want to get involved.  Politicians, while
sympathetic, weren’t much better.

But this is not an issue of censorship.
These sites already are illegal. And if a
video store were distributing this material,
the owners and managers would be sub-
ject to prosecution and jail. 

It’s up to our elected representatives to
implement a solution. Democrats would
be a better choice because they will resist
the impulse to over reach or try to make
this a wedge issue. 

But regardless of who takes the lead,
we must address this problem immediate-
ly. Because every face on those sites is the
face of a victim, and every day there are
new faces. And that is a national disgrace.

(Ed Silverstein can be reached at
incites@incites.net.)

Internet porn disgust turns
into a national disgrace

INCITES
BY ED SILVERSTEIN

Students deserve standing ovation
Editor:

There would be fewer negative articles about our young people on the front pages
of our newspapers if we as citizens and parents did a better job of acknowledging
the many worthy accomplishments of our young people, in sports, music and in
community service.   

Last Friday night’s Masterworks Series performance by the Santa Monica
Chorale and Chamber Orchestra is a case in point. Why wasn’t this important event
on the front pages of our newspapers? Any high school which chooses and compe-
tently performs an ambitious program of living artists, as well as the Mozart Trinity
Mass, deserves an “A” for effort.

But here in Santa Monica we had much more than “A” for effort. Our young people
provided a concert-grade performance. No high school anywhere in the U.S. or Europe
could do better. This was a thoroughly enjoyable and inspiring musical performance.  

How rare it is for a music lover to hear a well-disciplined and enthusiastic cho-
rus of approximately 130 singers with an excellent student chamber orchestra fill the
concert hall with great music like this.

I was particularly moved by how well our young people conveyed the pathos in
Mozart’s music for the Agnus Dei. Tears came to my eyes as I heard them sing these
verses with a maturity and with the nuances one would only expect from a seasoned
adult choir. Under the direction of their dedicated conductor, our high school cho-
rus brought to life the deep, spiritual emotions Mozart wrote into his music.  

The students received a standing ovation — with calls for an encore which were
from the heart. This was a glorious concert. Surely, events like this one deserve
greater attention in our community.  

Thank you to the staff, to the community supporters, and most of all, thank you
students for your fine performance. This was truly an enjoyable, concert-grade per-
formance. We are very proud of you. Thank you.

Paul DeSantis
Santa Monica

Hold the school bus 
Editor:

In response to your article on the 10-point unity plan (SMDP, April 29, page 1):
Before we as a community jump to the conclusion that “institutional racism” was

a substantive cause of the recent fight at Santa Monica High School, it would be nice
to have a few more facts on the table. Who exactly were the instigators and perpetra-
tors of the fight? What is their family life like? Do they have involved parents? Do
they participate in community and school activities? Do they even live in Santa
Monica? Have they ever had any previous run-ins with the law? How many hours a
night do they spend on homework? How many days of school have they missed in the
past year? Do they spend their summers learning and working, or just hangin’ out?

Downplaying the overwhelming importance of personal responsibility by parents
and students, and instead laying the blame at the doorstep of a public school filled
with well-intentioned, hard-working employees who persevere day after day in a
high school that is overcrowded with many students from outside the district is
wrong headed and likely demoralizing to the staff, which may lead to good people
— teachers, administrators, students — leaving Samohi, a very important asset to
our fair city. We need to make sure this doesn’t happen.

Allen Nelson
Santa Monica

School board member a ‘community asset’
Editor:

I am writing this letter to express my unqualified support for Oscar de la Torre.
Please be advised that I have known and worked closely with Mr. de la Torre for
nearly 10 years. We met for the first time in 1996 at Santa Monica College where
he had been instrumental in organizing a pro black and brown unity conference
among its students. From that moment forward, Mr. de la Torre and I have collabo-
rated together on numerous occasions with the goal of bringing Mexican and
African American people closer together. Our mutual commitment to increasing the
cooperation between and improving the futures of our two respective cultures is
what has defined, enriched and strengthened our relationship from its beginning.

What has prompted this letter is the false and malicious allegation by representa-
tives of the Santa Monica Police Department that Oscar de la Torre recently engaged
in activities designed to exacerbate tensions between the two groups (SMDP, April
23-24, page 1). Nothing could be further from the truth. Not only is Mr. de la Torre
fully committed to establishing and sustaining collaborative efforts between black
and brown youth, he continues to be one of the most genuine, sincere, ethical and
hardworking role models and leaders that the Santa Monica community has ever
had. I view his character, organizing efforts, youth intervention skills, organization-
al and interpersonal skills as nothing short of outstanding. 

In the past, Oscar de la Torre and I worked successfully together at Santa Monica
High School as resources to at-risk students. We come together periodically to
develop worthwhile activities for the Pico Youth & Family Center and only recent-
ly chaperoned black and brown young men to the Ninth Annual Meeting of Black
Villages in Mexico, where they witnessed firsthand the harmony between indige-
nous and black villagers. Oscar de la Torre is a creative problem-solver and com-
munity asset, who secured my trust, respect and friendship long ago. 

Ron Wilkins
Professor, California State University Dominguez Hills, Department of Africana Studies

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
SOUND OFF IN THE DAILY PRESS!

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202
Santa Monica, CA  90401
Or email: editor@smdp.com



President Bush last week made his
latest move in the fierce debate over
Social Security, proposing to save the
program with a combination of benefit
cuts for middle- and upper-class
Americans, and the creation of modest
private investment accounts. Democrats
opposed his plan, maintaining that the
system is basically sound and can be
saved with a little tinkering.

Both sides, however, continue to
agree on one absolute: Social Security
should be saved. While it may have
financial problems, they believe, some
form of mandatory government-run
retirement program is morally neces-
sary.

But is it?
Social Security is commonly por-

trayed as benefiting most, if not all,
Americans by providing them “risk-
free” financial security in old age.

This is a fraud.
Under Social Security, lower- and

middle-class individuals are forced to
pay a significant portion of their income
— approximately 12 percent — for the
alleged purpose of securing their retire-
ment. That money is not saved or invest-
ed, but transferred directly to the pro-
gram’s current beneficiaries — with the
“promise” that when current taxpayers
get old, the income of future taxpayers
will be transferred to them. Since this
scheme creates no wealth, any benefits
one person receives in excess of his pay-
ments necessarily come at the expense
of others.

Under Social Security, every aspect
of the government’s “promise” to pro-
vide financial security is at the mercy of
political whim. The government can
change how much of an individual’s
money it takes — it has increased the
payroll tax 17 times since 1935. The
government can spend the money on
anything it wants — observe the long-
time practice of spending any annual
Social Security surplus on other entitle-
ment programs. The government can
change when (and therefore if) it choos-
es to pay benefits and how much they
consist of — witness the current propos-
als to raise the age cutoff or lower future
benefits. Under Social Security, whether
an individual gets twice as much from
others as was taken, or half as much, or
nothing at all, is entirely at the discretion
of politicians. People cannot count on
Social Security for anything — except a
massive drain on income. 

If Social Security did not exist — if
the individual were free to use that 12
percent of income — the ability to better
one’s future would be incomparably
greater. People could save for retirement
with a diversified, long-term, productive
investment in stocks or bonds. Or they
could reasonably choose not to devote

all 12 percent to retirement. They might
choose to work far past the age of 65.
They might choose to live more com-
fortably when young and more modest-
ly in old age. They might choose to
invest in their own productivity through
additional education or starting a busi-
ness.

How much, when and in what form
one should provide for retirement is
highly individual — and is properly left
to the individual’s free judgment and
action. Social Security deprives the
young of this freedom, and thus makes
them less able to plan for the future, less
able to provide for their retirements, less
able to buy homes, less able to enjoy
their most vital years, less able to invest
in themselves.

And yet Social Security’s advocates
continue to push it as moral. Why?

The answer lies in the program’s
ideal of “universal coverage” — the idea
that, as a recent New York Times edito-
rial preached, “all old people must have
the dignity of financial security,”
regardless of how irresponsibly they
have acted. On this premise, since some
would not save adequately on their own,
everyone must be forced into some sort
of “guaranteed” collective plan — no
matter how irrational. Observe that
Social Security’s wholesale harm to
those who would use their income
responsibly is justified in the name of
those who would not. The rational and
responsible are shackled and throttled
for the sake of the irrational and irre-
sponsible.

Those who wish to devote their
wealth to saving the irresponsible from
the consequences of their own actions
should be free to do so through private
charity, but to loot the savings of untold
millions of innocent, responsible, hard-
working young people in the name of
such a goal is a monstrous injustice.

Social Security in any form is moral-
ly irredeemable. We should be debating,
not how to save Social Security, but how
to end it — how to phase it out so as to
best protect both the rights of those who
have paid into it, and those who are
forced to pay for it today. This will be a
painful task. But it will make possible a
world in which Americans enjoy far
greater freedom to secure their own
futures.

(Alex Epstein is a junior fellow at the
Ayn Rand Institute in Irvine. The insti-
tute promotes the ideas of Ayn Rand —
best-selling author of “Atlas Shrugged”
and “The Fountainhead” and origina-
tor of the philosophy of pbjectivism.)
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CREATE A BETTER YOU
What do you have to lose?

Weight? Bad Habit? Anxiety? Fear? Phobia? Low Confidence?
Chronic Pain? Stress?  Insomnia? Procrastination? ___________________?

John McGrail, Certified Hypnotherapist

Helping you create a better you. (310) 235-2883
•Mention this ad and receive a $50 discount on your first session. www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral from a licensed physician or mental health professional.
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Opening Hours 11AM Monday-Friday, 9:30AM Saturday-Sunday
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the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All let-
ters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Social Security an
immoral institution



bors complained the property was overrun
with garbage, flammable materials and
junk, and that a single upstairs bedroom had
some 14 bunkbeds rented out by the week
— an allegation that Gonzalez denied. 

In 1997, Gonzalez was charged  with
85 misdemeanor counts for violations of
building, fire, plumbing and electrical
codes, and has had ongoing legal prob-
lems since then, according to Deputy City
Attorney Adam Radinsky, who is han-
dling the case on behalf of Santa

Monica’s consumer protection unit.
Radinsky said Gonzalez has repeatedly
refused court orders to fix a host of code
violations, landing him in county jail for
nine months in 1998.

Pasternak advised the court in papers
he filed that the cost of repairing the prop-
erty and bringing it up to code was pro-
hibitively high and that the property
would be worth more empty than with a
repaired building, according to Radinsky.

Making that determination required
several inspections, contractor estimates
and assessments from real estate agents,
according to Pasternak, adding the costs
will be paid for by Gonzalez, who likely
will either have to sell his property or refi-
nance his mortgage. 

Pasternak said Gonzalez and the build-
ing’s other tenants will be allowed to stay
in the building — for now.

Gonzalez, a retired construction work-
er, has lived in the building for 31 years,
which city officials called a “dangerous
blight to the community” that has been
“the site of chronic criminal activity” as a
result of Gonzalez’ alleged negligence in
dealing with the matter.

In addition to the code violations,
Radinsky said there had been 32 calls to
police within a one-year period for com-
plaints related to excessive noise and
other alleged criminal wrongdoing. 

Gonzalez credited a disgruntled neigh-
bor with making the calls.

Gonzalez said the front unit in which
he lives has five occupants, he and his
common-law wife, Beatriz Zustovich, and
their 5-year-old daughter, Stacy.

In addition to Gonzalez and his family,
two renters pay between $50 and $65 a
week to rent bunk beds in a large upstairs
bedroom. Another family of three pays
$650 monthly to rent the building’s rear
unit, Gonzalez said. 

Tracy Condon, a spokeswoman for the
Rent Control Board, said the building is
not under rent control because its owner
lives in it and he filed for an exemption in
1980.

Gonzalez said he was emotionally

attached to the property, where he’s lived
since 1973 and where he raised his first
son, who has since moved out. The apart-
ment building was built in 1947.

City Hall has not sought to take control
of a property from its owner for more than
15 years and has never done so for health
and safety code violations, Radinsky said.
However, Radinsky warned it can happen.

Gonzalez insists he has taken care of
the code violations and his home is fit for
living. 

“This house is better than ever,”
Gonzalez said. “It’s a little depressing,
because I’ve been helping the homeless,
and now they want to put the homeless
and my family on the street.”

Gonzalez said he is not sure where he
will go if he has to leave his home, but he
said he would prefer to be in Santa
Monica, which his wife, Beatriz, said will
be unlikely.

“It’s too expensive here,” she said. 

Monica’s Community for Excellent
Public Schools and the Santa Monica-
Malibu PTA, which called on the
statewide PTA to join in their effort.

“Caravan for Kids” organizers said
they hope their efforts will prompt Gov.
Schwarzenegger to make good on a
promise made last year to increase public
education funding, protect Proposition 98
school money and develop a 10-year plan
to restore the greatness California’s
schools once enjoyed.

Organizers said Carla Niño, president
to the California PTA, asked to discuss
the educational budget with Gov.
Schwarzenegger a month ago. Gov.
Schwarzenegger’s office called a day
before the rallies were scheduled to take
place and invited the PTA leadership to
meet with his staff. Niño allegedly denied
the invitation on the grounds she felt the
matter required the direct attention of
Gov. Schwarzenegger.

H.D. Palmer, deputy director of the
state’s department of finance, said Gov.

Schwarzenegger is committed to signifi-
cant yearly increases to make up for the
$9 billion public education funding gap
inherited when he took office.

Palmer said the educational budget
Gov. Schwarzenegger is proposing more
than covers expected growth of student
enrollment. 

The $47 billion education budget will
increase $3 billion, mostly from Prop. 98
money. The added funds will increase per
student spending by $362 for next year,
from $7,012 to $7,374.

However, local advocacy groups said
the proposal is not enough to get
California’s public schools back where
they need to be.

“The governor will meet with leaders
who represent far fewer constituents,”
said Rochelle Fanali, a CEPS member
who helped organize the rally. “For the
governor to not stand with the California
PTA when the education budget is being
hotly debated does not seem fair.”

A recent report published by the
RAND Corp., a Santa Monica-based
international think tank, said California’s

K-12 school system has fallen from its
position as the national leader it was 30
years ago to near the bottom of the rank-
ings, above just Mississippi and
Louisiana. 

CEPS representatives said after the
local school district earlier this month
secured an annual $6 million contribution
from the Santa Monica City Council for
the next five years — to offset the local
impact from the state budget crisis —
CEPS members have begun to focus their
attention on the statewide educational
financing crisis.

“Organizing the statewide effort was
probably the most natural thing for us to do,
since we’ve become used to maximizing our
resources,” Fanali said. “But it’s been a lit-
tle like shoveling snow, since the governor
is denying the state’s responsibility.”

Despite the $6 million annual subsidy,
plus many more millions in other funding
each year by City Hall, local school offi-
cials have said that four years of educa-
tional budget cuts on the state level have
cost local schools nearly $9 million in lost
services and personnel, resulting in a

reduction of administrators, staff, faculty
and the support for programs. “Caravan
for Kids” organizers said the problem is
worse for schools without local support.

Maria Rodriguez, president of the
Santa Monica-Malibu PTA Council, said
her group has done everything it can to
drum up local support. She said the PTA
has a responsibility to all children in the
state of California — many of whom
belong to schools that have not had the
same level of local support as the Santa
Monica-Malibu school system.

Overall, CEPS and local PTA repre-
sentatives said they are happy with the
outcome of the rally, since it has allowed
them to meet education advocates
statewide, which may help with future
organization efforts.

“We’re pleased with what we were
able to accomplish,” said Rebecca
Kennerly, a CEPS member and event
organizer. “It has been a huge mobiliza-
tion. There are a number of groups out
there that are eager to take local advocacy
up to the state, where the root of our edu-
cation problems lie.”
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California schools among the worst in nation
EDUCATION, from page 1

City has never taken home for health violations, attorney says
VIOLATION, from page 1

John Wood/Daily Press
The apartment building at 2438 Ocean Park
Blvd. will not be razed until its owner’s appeal
is resolved by the court.



PUBLIC
NOTICE
The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is
hosting a public meeting on the future use of excess
land at the VA West Los Angeles Healthcare Center. The
meeting will be held on May 6, 2005 from 8am-4:30pm
at the Wadsworth Theater on the West Los Angeles
Campus, located at 11301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles,
CA 90073.

The purpose of the meeting is to provide information on
the development of a business plan that will recommend
future uses of the property to the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs. The need for a business plan addressing excess
land was identified as part of the VA Capital Asset
Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) study.

The meeting agenda will include presentations on
CARES utilization data, objectives of the business plan
project and timeframes for completion. The agenda
will allow for public comment from 12:30pm to
3:30pm.

Written statements can be posted on the CARES Business
Plan Studies website http://www.va.gov/cares or submit-
ted to: West Los Angeles Study, VA CARES Studies, P.O.
Box 1427, Washington Grove, MD 20880-1427.
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BY PAUL ELIAS 
AP Biotechnology Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — An influential
panel of the state’s newly created stem
cell agency endorsed San Francisco on
Monday as its top pick to host the agency
overseeing California’s $3 billion public
investment in stem cell research. 

The panel, a subcommittee of the 29-
member board that oversees the
California Institute for Regenerative
Medicine, ranked San Diego and
Sacramento in a virtual tie for second
place as permanent headquarters. The full
agency board is expected to formally
choose a headquarters Friday at a meeting
in Fresno and is not bound by the recom-
mendation made Tuesday. 

The institute plans to build at least a
17,000-square-foot office with a maxi-
mum of 50 employees who will help dole
out nearly $300 million in research grants
annually for 10 years. 

No actual stem cell research is planned
at the headquarters, but civic boosters said
winning it will give the successful city a
big dose of scientific and marketing pres-
tige that can be used to lure biotechnolo-
gy companies to settle nearby. 

“Today’s announcement is one of the
final steps toward cementing the Bay
Area’s role as the center of biotechnology
in the world,” said Jim Wunderman, pres-
ident of the Bay Area Council, a business
boosting organization. 

San Francisco is expected to win the
municipal beauty contest, which began in
January when about a dozen California
cities from Sacramento to Los Angeles
offered everything from free rent and free
office furniture to a 24-hour concierge
service to land the headquarters. 

Committee members said San
Francisco’s promise to provide the
Moscone Center for free and the city’s
international reputation — it is home to
84 embassies — earned high marks while
San Diego’s inability to offer anywhere
close to the $900,000 in hotel room sav-
ings San Francisco did worked against
that Southern California city. 

The agency has ambitious plans to host
international scientific conferences. 

Sacramento scored highest in quality of
life categories, but was marked down for
lacking a vibrant biotechnology industry. 

“I do not think it will be an attractive
site for scientists from around the world to
travel to,” subcommittee member Richard
Murphy said of Sacramento. Murphy is
chief executive officer of the Salk
Institute for Biological Studies in San
Diego. 

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom
said the city’s bid is worth $17 million in
perks, including 10 years free rent in a
new building adjacent to new University
of California, San Francisco research
labs, directly across the street from the
Giants baseball stadium. 

San Diego County is also offering a
decade’s worth of free rent in tony La
Jolla, which is also home to UC San
Diego. San Diego officials valued their
bid at $12 million. 

But San Francisco is expected to win
because state officials from the
Department of General Services have
consistently scored the city’s bid highest
and tours by the subcommittee of each
city’s site over the weekend did nothing to
supplant San Francisco. San Diego is also
hamstrung by a scandal-plagued City
Hall. Mayor Dick Murphy is resigning
under a cloud effective July 15. 

Emeryville, an East Bay suburb of San
Francisco, was the other finalist. 

The four cities bids’ were scored on
various community aspects such as loca-
tion, airport access and proximity to uni-
versities and other research institutes by
two separate groups since January. San
Francisco finished with a final score of
222.75 while Sacramento received 200.5
and San Diego scored 199.8. Emeryville,
where the stem cell agency is temporarily
located, received 171.7 points. 

The committee was asked to tabulate its
votes even as the San Francisco mayor and
his counterpart Sacramento Mayor Heather
Fargo made last-minute stump speeches in
Sacramento for their respective cities,
prompting a complaint from one member
who didn’t tour any of the sites under dis-
cussion Tuesday. The meeting was also
teleconferenced in San Francisco, San
Diego, Los Angeles and Fresno. 

San Francisco picked
as top choice to land
stem cell headquarters

bound on Pico Boulevard and had stopped
for a red light at Ocean Avenue. When the
traffic signal for westbound traffic turned
green, the bus waited for a pedestrian to
cross Ocean Avenue to the west. After the
pedestrian had crossed, the bus made a
right turn and struck the woman, who was
attempting to cross Ocean Avenue.
Apparently, the right rear wheel crushed
the woman, who suffered a broken pelvis
and head trauma, MacWillie said.

The woman was transported to a
UCLA-Westwood Medical Center, where
she later died. The driver was released at
the scene and is currently taking time off,

said Big Blue Bus spokesman Joe
Stitcher. The bus company isn’t releasing
the name of the driver because the inves-
tigation is ongoing.

The last time the Big Blue Bus was
involved in an fatal accident was in 2002,
when three people died in two separate
accidents within a week of each other. In
July of 2002, a car pulled out in front of a
bus on Manchester Avenue from
Sepulveda Westway. Two people died in
the accident. The bus was on route No. 3,
which goes from the Los Angeles
International Airport to Santa Monica.

Then a week later, a 70-year-old home-
less man was struck by a Big Blue Bus as
he attempted to cross Ocean Avenue at
Broadway.

Last fatal accident for
Big Blue Bus was in ’02
DEATH, from page 1
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BY MICHELLE ROBERTS 
Associated Press Writer 

PHOENIX — Jurors began deliberations
Tuesday in the case against an inmate
who took two guards hostage in a prison
watchtower last year. 

During closing arguments earlier in the
day, the prosecution painted the 15-day
standoff as a failed escape attempt, while
the inmate, Ricky Wassenaar, argued he
and fellow inmate Steven Coy never
intended to escape. 

“There was not an escape possible,”
Wassenaar told jurors. He acted as his
own attorney during the trial. The tower
“was where I wanted to be.” 

Wassenaar, who was serving a 28-year
sentence for armed robbery and assault,
said he only wanted to be transferred to a
facility closer to where his mother lives in
Michigan and that he never intended for
anyone to be injured in the taking of the
tower. Negotiators agreed to get him
transferred to another state as part of the
deal to end the standoff. 

But prosecutor Jeanette Gallagher
noted that Wassenaar repeatedly told
negotiators that he and Coy had been try-
ing to escape but got stuck in the tower.
She said it had been the negotiators who
first offered the transfer to another state. 

“The defendant is still trying to escape.
He is trying to escape accountability for
his actions,” she said. 

Wassenaar faces 20 counts including
attempted murder, kidnapping, sexual

assault, aggravated assault, promoting
prison contraband and assault by a prisoner. 

During the trial, both guards testified
under questioning from Wassenaar. 

The female guard, Lois Fraley, said
Wassenaar sexually assaulted her within
about an hour of the tower takeover.
Fraley, who has gone public with her
story, sometimes wore her sunglasses and
put her head down Tuesday as Gallagher
talked about the assault and sexual assault. 

Wassenaar, 42, denied he sexually
assaulted Fraley, noting that it took her
several weeks to come forward with the
allegations of the sexual assault. Gallagher
said Wassenaar threatened Fraley and she
was afraid for her safety and the safety of
her 12-year-old daughter. 

The prison standoff began Jan. 18,
2004, after Wassenaar and Coy overpow-
ered guards and staff in a prison kitchen
using makeshift knives. Using a kitchen
guard’s uniform, they tricked guard Jason
Auch into letting them into the armed
watchtower. 

Auch, who was badly injured after
being struck in the eye with a metal pad-
dle from the kitchen, was released after a
week, but Fraley was held for 15 days. It
was one of the longest prison hostage
standoffs in U.S. history. 

The standoff ended after negotiators cut
off electricity to the tower and agreed to
transfer Coy and Wassenaar to other states.
Coy, who pleaded guilty to kidnapping,
assault, sexual assault and other charges, is
serving seven life terms in Maine. 

Jury starts deliberations in case
against inmate hostage-taker Skinhead threat scares church

By The Associated Press 

RANCHO CUCAMONGA — Strangers with shaved heads showed up the past two
Sundays during Spanish language Mass at St. Peters and St. Paul Catholic Church,
unnerving some parishioners intimidated by the three men they feared were skin-
heads. 

It turned out they were Marines looking for a buddy after their return from war
in Iraq. 

The trio walked into the church on April 24 and May 1 and sat down, then near
the end of services, they walked to the front of the congregation, stood facing parish-
ioners in silence and then walked out of the church, parishioner Aida Nordahl said. 

Sheriff’s deputies were called to the church after the men visited the second time. 
“They have short Marine haircuts, and someone perceives that they’re skinheads,

and that they were intimidating people,” San Bernardino County sheriff’s Sgt. Frank
Gonzales said. “It turns out that was not the case, and they were very polite.” 

But Nordahl said some members of the church didn’t know the men’s military
status and it was an unsettling experience. 

The men explained to deputies that they had just returned from Iraq and came to
the church looking for a friend, the sheriff’s sergeant said. When they couldn’t find
their friend April 24, they returned the following week. 

The Rev. Patrick Kirsch explained the situation to parishioners. 
“We don’t want to make it more than it is,” he said. “I was reassured by the police

that (the men) wouldn’t be back.” 

Teenage shooter still at large 
By The Associated Press 

ALHAMBRA — A teenager suspected in the shooting death of a Gabrielino High
School student has managed so far to elude capture, investigators said. 

Gabriel Guerrero, 23, and his brother Daniel Guerrero, 19, allegedly killed Ryan
Desalla, 17, near the school on April 27. Gabriel Guerrero was arrested and charged
with murder, but Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputies are still searching for his
brother. 

Lt. Joe Hartshorne said it wasn’t clear who fired the fatal shots. 
“They were both present, so they’re both responsible,” he said. 
Gabriel Guerrero, being held on $1.1 million bail after arraignment was postponed

Monday to May 31, is also charged with possession of a firearm by a convicted felon.
He was convicted of armed robbery in 2000, according to the criminal complaint. 

Their parents said they believe Gabriel and Daniel Guerrero may have been retal-
iating for an attack the previous day on a younger brother. The 16-year- old younger
brother was beaten by a group of young men wielding golf clubs, their father
Gabriel Guerrero said.  

Gang-prevention funding cut
By The Associated Press 

VENTURA — The Police Department’s successful gang suppression program is
losing more than $300,000 because of state budget cuts. 

State grants currently paying for the 6-year-old program targeting at-risk
teenagers aren’t expected to be renewed for the fiscal year starting July 1. 

The department told the City Council on Monday that there’s now a $310,000
gap and service reductions are expected. 

“If we lose funding, then we would essentially lose an officer,” Lt. Bryan Roberts
said. Only a sergeant, corporal and officer will be left to run the program, he said. 

The Police Department has partnered with the district attorney’s office, probation
department , the Ventura Unified School District and the Boys & Girls Club of
Ventura to tackle gang violence. 

When the gang suppression program began in 1999, there were 873 gang crimes
in the city. That number has dripped to under 200 for the first 10 months of the fis-
cal year. Sgt. Mark Stadler said. 

Three arrested in murder investigation
By The Associated Press 

REDLANDS — Three Los Angeles gang members were arrested for a carjacking
and home invasion robbery that led to the killing of a man and wounding of his aunt
and cousin. 

Donald Ray Shorts Jr., 22, was arrested Friday and Michael Lamar Rose, 23, was
arrested Saturday, both in Las Vegas, and Jamar Lavon Tucker, 23, was arrested in
Los Angeles on Sunday, investigators said. 

Shorts and Rose were booked for investigation of the April 22 murder of Gerald
Brooks, 28, and attempted murders of his aunt, Peggy Faulkner, 52, and her adult
son Michael Denmon, 32. 

Tucker was booked for investigation of possession of stolen property. 
Investigators said Shorts, Rose and at least one other man carjacked Denmon’s

Land Rover in the Los Angeles area and drove with him to his Redlands home.
Police said Denmon knew his attackers. 

They entered the home at about 2 a.m. and robbed Faulkner and Brooks before
shooting them, the investigators said. The gunmen then sped away with Denmon,
who was found an hour later in Fullerton with a gunshot to the head. 

“It seems obvious to me that at the conclusion of this heinous crime, the suspects
believed they had just executed three people,” Redlands police Chief Jim
Bueermann said Monday. 
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Carpal Tunnel
Syndrome

San Francisco, CA - A recently released free report reveals a leading cause

of wrist pain, numbness or weakness may not be caused by problems in the

wrists and is overlooked by most doctors when they diagnose and treat carpal

tunnel symptoms. To order your copy of this free report, call toll-free 1-888-

790-1933. (24 hr. recorded message)

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

BY PAULA DOBBYN 
Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A pair of Anchorage angel
investors with a bent for science and finance have helped
a high-tech company go public on a Canadian stock
exchange. 

Mead Treadwell and John Wanamaker, with partners,
recently invested $750,000 in Immersive Media Corp.,
according to documents filed with Canadian securities
regulators. Immersive makes a cutting-edge camera that
shoots 360-degree images in real-time. The camera was
used by the U.S. Capitol Police in President Bush’s inau-
guration motorcade in January, the investors said. 

Alaska — a rough-around-the-edges bastion of fisher-
men, loggers and oil-field roughnecks — seems an
unlikely venue for venture capitalists. 

“People say you can’t do venture capital in Alaska,”
Wanamaker said. “Well it turns out, you can!” 

Immersive, based in Portland, Ore., and Calgary,
Alberta, sold its first stock to the general public in March. Its
shares are traded on the Canadian venture-capital exchange,
a sister organization of the Toronto Stock Exchange. 

Treadwell, Wanamaker and some Canadian investors
recapitalized Immersive early last year as the company
made its first sales of the camera and prepared to go pub-
lic this year, they said. The fresh money helped take the
company’s technology from a research project to a com-
mercial product, said Myles McGovern, Immersive’s

chief executive. 
The company has lost $8.5 million since its inception,

including $1.7 million in the last six months of last year,
according to financial statements filed with Canadian
regulators. 

The market for Immersive’s camera is primarily the
law enforcement, security and defense sectors, according
to Treadwell, a former Alaska deputy commissioner of
environmental conservation. Since the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, the need for high-tech surveillance equip-
ment has apparently skyrocketed. 

“The homeland security market has just burgeoned,”
he said. 

The camera, called Dodeca 200, looks like a small
soccer ball with lenses all over. The lenses are actually
wide-angle video sensors that capture a spherical image
of whatever they’re looking at. 

The cameras can be mounted atop police cars or mili-
tary vehicles, for example, to capture 360-degree images
that can be either transmitted live to people monitoring
the pictures on computers elsewhere or stored for later
use. People watching the images feel like they’re at the
spot where the action is happening. 

Besides law enforcement, the technology also has
applications in the communications, entertainment and
video game industries, Wanamaker and Treadwell said,
in an interview at their downtown Anchorage office. 

Companies that offer mapping services are particular-
ly interested in licensing the data Immersive is gathering

in a slew of U.S. cities, McGovern said. 
Imagine planning a trip to Los Angeles and trying to fig-

ure out how to navigate the freeway system there, he said.
In the not too distant future, the Internet will have Web sites
that allow people to enter a proposed route and go on a vir-
tual tour from point A to point B, McGovern said. 

Treadwell and Wanamaker have started an investment
company, called Venture Ad Astra, that plans to help
launch other promising startups. The business name —
translated from Latin — means venture to the stars. 

Its initial $750,000 investment for 3 million shares in
Immersive is now worth about $4.5 million. 

Wanamaker, the son of a retired Anchorage judge,
calls himself a “serial entrepreneur.” He says he has built
and sold four companies in the aerospace, wireless and
electronic security industries. 

Treadwell is a former board member of the Alaska
Science and Technology Foundation, a state-run seed
capital fund dissolved in 2003. He’s a commissioner with
the U.S. Arctic Research Commission and a senior fel-
low at Institute of the North, a think tank at Alaska
Pacific University. 

Treadwell said he’s has been an angel investor for
more than a decade. 

Venture Ad Astra plans to make early stage invest-
ments in a variety of companies, particularly ones that
focus on imagery and mapping companies. 

“In some ways, it’s like a mother hen sitting on a
bunch of eggs,” Treadwell said. 

Anchorage investors market 360-degree camera

By The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, N.C. — State officials are trying to
determine how a worker cut off part of his finger and
how the severed piece wound up in a customer’s ice
cream at a shop that was cleared by the state after a sim-
ilar accident last summer. 

Clarence Stowers said he bought a pint of frozen cus-
tard at the Kohl’s Frozen Custard shop on Sunday and
opened it at home. He saw an object in the custard and
put it in his mouth, thinking it was a piece of candy, a
Wilmington television station reported Monday. 

“I thought it was candy because they put candy in your
ice cream ... to make it a treat,” Stowers told WWAY.
Stowers said he spit the object out, but still couldn’t iden-
tify it. He went to his kitchen, rinsed it off with water —
and “just started screaming.” 

Unlike a recent incident at a Wendy’s restaurant in
California, no questions about Stowers’ honesty have
been raised. 

Officials of the state departments of agriculture and
labor went to the shop to investigate Monday, and the
shop’s owner confirmed that one of his employees lost
part of a finger in an accident with a food-processing
machine. 

Last July, another Kohl’s employee accidentally sev-
ered an index finger on the same machine, the
Wilmington Star-News reported. The state Department
of Labor cleared the restaurant of wrongdoing. 

The department has started an investigation of the lat-
est incident, said department spokesman Juan Santos. He
said the agency is attempting to determine whether Kohl’s
was in compliance with state workplace safety rules. 

Stowers did not immediately return calls from The
Associated Press. 

The custard shop owner, Craig Thomas, told WWAY
that the employee who lost the finger that Stowers found
had dropped a bucket while working with a custard dis-
pensing machine. He was trying to catch the bucket when
the accident occurred. 

Thomas said that as several employees tried to help
the injured worker, a drive-thru window attendant appar-
ently scooped the custard into a pint container before
being told what had happened. 

The Star-News of Wilmington reported that the finger
was cut off at the first knuckle. 

Joe Reardon of the state Agriculture Department’s
food and drug division said state officials closed the shop
while the food-processing equipment was sanitized.

North Carolina man finds employee’s
severed finger in pint of frozen custard 
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PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

2740 FEDERAL AVE , LOS ANGELES 90064 

COSMETIC FIXER- MINOR UPDATING NEEDED
Nice 3 bedroom 2 bathroom PLUS a Den that is currently being used as a bedroom. Very cute West Los
Angeles home. Master Bedroom has vaulted ceiling. Wooden deck in back yard for your summer BBQ’n.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR A MINOR FIXER

REDUCED TO: $739,500.00

Sold 723 OZONE AVE SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,590 List Price: $1,195,000 Bed: 2
04/22/2005 Lot Size: 2,125 Sold Price: $1,195,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 2919 GRAND CANAL VENICE 90291
Venice SqFt: 2,201 List Price: $1,549,000 Bed: 3
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 3,279 Sold Price: $0 Bath: 3.00
Sold 2110 PENMAR AVE VENICE 90291
Venice SqFt: 1,734 List Price: $934,000 Bed: 2
04/22/2005 Lot Size: 6,360 Sold Price: $917,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 1909 FEDERAL AVE LOS ANGELES 90025
West L.A. SqFt: 1,038 List Price: $1,050,000 Bed: 2
04/27/2005 Lot Size: 9,069 Sold Price: $1,000,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 2112 BUTLER AVE LOS ANGELES 90025
West L.A. SqFt: 2,500 List Price: $1,285,000 Bed: 3
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 0 Sold Price: $0 Bath: 3.50
Sold 2670 KELTON AVE LOS ANGELES 90064
West L.A. SqFt: 1,361 List Price: $840,000 Bed: 3
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 5,750 Sold Price: $933,500 Bath: 2.00
Sold 666 SAN JUAN AVE VENICE 90291
Venice SqFt: 1,016 List Price: $840,000 Bed: 2
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 5,200 Sold Price: $881,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 2402 CARLYLE AVE SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 2,711 List Price: $2,350,000 Bed: 3
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 8,700 Sold Price: $2,375,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 1053 LAKE ST VENICE 90291
Venice SqFt: 1,355 List Price: $699,000 Bed: 3
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 5,356 Sold Price: $725,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 1139 YALE ST #6 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 0 List Price: $699,000 Bed: 2
04/27/2005 HOD: $250 Sold Price: $786,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 2121 BELOIT AVE #209 LOS ANGELES 90025
West L.A. SqFt: 1,049 List Price: $495,000 Bed: 2
04/27/2005 HOD: $233 Sold Price: $515,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 938 12TH ST #301 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,752 List Price: $1,088,000 Bed: 3
04/25/2005 HOD: $450 Sold Price: $1,218,000 Bath: 3.00
Sold 1271 STONER AVE #303 LOS ANGELES 90025
West L.A. SqFt: 1,900 List Price: $695,000 Bed: 2
04/22/2005 HOD: $391 Sold Price: $695,000 Bath: 3.00
Sold 2541 6TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 0 List Price: $749,000 Bed: 2
04/22/2005 HOD: $195 Sold Price: $840,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 915 12th ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,199,000 Bed: 2
04/28/2005 HOD: $231 Sold Price: $1,199,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 1131 20TH ST #1 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,714 List Price: $979,900 Bed: 2
04/22/2005 HOD: $325 Sold Price: $990,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 1742 S BARRINGTON AVE #2 LOS ANGELES 90025
West L.A. SqFt: 1,454 List Price: $599,000 Bed: 2
04/26/2005 HOD: $310 Sold Price: $655,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 615 Hampton Drive #A108 VENICE 90291
Venice SqFt: 1,119 List Price: $699,000 Bed: 0
04/26/2005 HOD: $250 Sold Price: $695,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 915 12th ST #2 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,099,000 Bed: 2
04/24/2005 HOD: $231 Sold Price: $1,099,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 229 BICKNELL AVE #105 SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 602 List Price: $439,000 Bed: 1
04/23/2005 HOD: $250 Sold Price: $439,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 1107 OCEAN PARK BLVD SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 3,464 List Price: $1,100,000 GI: $0
04/29/2005 Lot Size: 7,279 Sold Price: $1,100,000 GRM: 0.00
Sold 660 SAN JUAN AVE VENICE 90291
Venice SqFt: N/A List Price: $875,000 GI: $28,800
04/26/2005 Lot Size: 5,183 Sold Price: $945,000 GRM: 0.00
Sold 2010 10TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 3,551 List Price: $1,500,000 GI: $0
04/25/2005 Lot Size: 7,018 Sold Price: $1,591,000 GRM: 0.00

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS:
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, CONDOS AND INCOME HOMES

Equifax is one of the leading
credit reporting agencies in the
United States, and there are also two
others. Each maintains information
about you and your credit history.
This information is gathered on an
ongoing basis from many sources
that have extended you credit.

Lenders, employers, landlords
and other service providers buy that
information in the form of a credit
report to help them decide whether
to approve your application for a
loan, credit card, job or housing, or
to offer you a product or service at a
particular rate.

Because your credit file changes
constantly, it’s important that you
review your information regularly
to check its accuracy. Do you need
to check yours now?

What information is included?
Personal information. Compiled

from credit applications you’ve
filled out, this information normally
includes your name, current and
recent addresses, Social Security
number, date of birth and current
and previous employers. 

Credit history. The bulk of your
credit report consists of details about

credit accounts that were opened in
your name or that list you as an
authorized user (such as a spouse’s
credit card). Account details, which
are supplied by creditors with which
you have an account, include the
date the account was opened, the
credit limit or amount of the loan,
the payment terms, the balance and a
history that shows whether or not
you’ve paid the account on time.
Closed or inactive accounts,
depending on the manner in which
they were paid, stay on your report
for seven to 11 years from the date
of their last activity. 

Inquiries. Credit reporting agen-
cies record an inquiry whenever
your credit report is shown to anoth-
er party, such as a lender, service
provider, landlord or insurer.
Inquiries remain on your credit
report for up to two years. 

Public records. Matters of public
record obtained from government
sources such as courts of law —
including liens, bankruptcies and
overdue child support — may
appear on your credit report. Most
public record information stays on
your credit report for seven years.

What is not included?
A credit report does not include

information about your checking or
savings accounts, bankruptcies that
are more than 10 years old, charged-
off or debts placed for collection that
are more than seven years old, gender,

ethnicity, religion, political affiliation,
medical history or criminal records.
Your credit score is generated by
information on your credit report, but
is not part of the report itself.

Who can look at your credit
report? Anyone with what is consid-
ered a permissible purpose can look
at your report. These companies,
groups, and individuals include:

■ Potential lenders 
■ Landlords 
■ Insurance companies 
■ Employers and potential

employers (usually only with your
written consent) 

■ Companies you allow to mon-
itor your account for signs of identi-
ty theft 

■ Some groups considering your
application for a government
license or benefit 

■ A state or local child support
enforcement agency 

■ Any government agency
(although they may be allowed to
view only certain portions) 

■ Someone who uses your cred-
it report to provide a product or ser-
vice you have requested 

■ Someone that has your written
authorization to obtain your credit
report

(For more information contact
Brent Parsons at 310-943-7657 or
e-mail bparsons@georgechungre-
altors.com.)

THOMAS AT THE POWHERHOUSE TEAM:
(310) 863-7643 tkhammar@georgechungrealtors.com

Information received as per the MLS on 05/04/05. Not all transactions may have been represented by The POWERHOUSE Team.
www.thepowerhouseteam.net

BUYING
AND SELLING
BY THOMAS KHAMMAR

& BRENT PARSONS

The POWERHOUSE TeamProudly sponsored by: 

Reality check: Your credit score
weighs heavily on future loans



www.ThePOWERHOUSETeam.net

WE REPRESENT BUYERS AND SELLERS.
Call us for any of your real estate needs. We can make your dreams a reality.

Do you want to sell your home
for more than market value?
Call us to find out what

ThePOWERHOUSETeam can do for you.

Residential 3457 ROSEWOOD AVE , LOS ANGELES 90066
Lovely 2 story, contemporary home located on a quite Mar Vista street which
features living room with brick, gas burning fire place, formal dining room
with pass through window to kitchen, kitchen with built-ins and plenty of
cabinet space.

2614 Chariton Street
This is a very traditional 3bedroom 1 bath home in one of the hottest
areas of Culver City. Have you ever visited the HELMS BAKERY?  Well now
you can walk to it.  Take a look at this beautiful home that has a BONUS
ill. Converted garage with 2 bedrooms.  Electric has been updated but
with a good size lot is in need of your own Tender Loving Care. To view this
or any home call Thomas or Brent today. 310-943-7656.

No Picture
Available

2555 COOLIDGE AVE , LOS ANGELES 90064
Pleasant 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home. Hardwood floors throughout the
house. Charming breakfast area in kitchen, dining area connected to the
livin groom. Convenient Laundry hook-ups in kitchen area. Spacious private
backyard decorated with an arched entry. One (1) car attached garage.

Looking for backup offers.
$925,000$575,000

$587,000

IN ESCROW

3509 GREENWOOD AVE , LOS ANGELES 90066
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath . Single Family Home.
Call for more details.

No Picture
Available

699,000

2740 FEDERAL AVE , LOS ANGELES 90064
Nice 3 bedroom 2 bathroom PLUS a Den that is currently being
used as a bedroom.  Very cute West Los Angeles home.  Master
Bedroom has vaulted ceiling.  Wooden deck in back yard for
your summer BBQ’n.$739,500

1383 VIENNA WAY , VENICE 90291 
Well kept Venice home just east of Mar VistaCarpet througout except for
kitchen and bathroomsLivingroom with wood burning fireplace Dining
area next to livingroomKitchen has tiled countertops, plenty of cabinet
space, built in dishwasher and microwave and breakfast areaFull Bath
with heater and ventMaster bedroom with .5 bathStep down family room
located in back of the house with view of the rear yardLarge rear yard with
side garden containing citrus trees2 bedroom 1 bath Guest

No Picture
Available

$1,150,000

11901 WESTMINSTER PL , LOS ANGELES 90066
Beautiful 2 Story Mar Vista Hill Home with a view on a cul de sac. Newly
Renovated, Updated Kitchen, New Carpet, Newly Painted throughout the
house. Spacious Family Room, Living Room w/ Wood burning Fireplace and
entry to the Dining Room.$1,199,000

In Escr
ow

CONTACT THOMAS (310) 943-7656 OR BRENT (310) 943-7657
TKHAMMAR@GEORGECHUNGREALTORS.COM BPARSONS@GEORGECHUNGREALTORS.COM

www.ThePOWERHOUSETeam.net
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Living La Vida LocalJODI SUMMERS
JODI SUMMERS

Jodi Summers  Boardwalk Realty
310.309.4219 jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

AAA property - AAA location
1441-1445 4th Street Santa Monica, CA 90401

Asking price: $6,999,999
Property Type: Office / Retail, Building Size: 13,485 SF

Parcel Size: 7,497 SF, Price/SF $519.10
One block east of the 3rd St. Promenade, this light, bright, SMC3-zoned

mixed-use building boasts a  classic facade and well-designed interiors - a
highly desirable mix of retail & office in one of the most dynamic parts of town.

California has its fair share of real
estate millionaires, not to mention pretty
much everyone who owns property with
land in Santa Monica.

But when it comes to billionaires —
those who’ve built their fortune developing
tremendous amounts of property —
California has nine. As you would expect,
they are mavericks that conquered the Wild,
Wild West. The illustrious list includes:

1. DONALD BREN
The richest man in American real

estate is 72-year-old Newport Beach resi-
dent Donald Bren. This self-made mil-
lionaire with a net worth of $4.3 billion
can best be described as “America’s rich-
est landlord,” as well as one of real
estate’s great philanthropists. He is the
sixth wealthiest real estate billionaire and
the 122nd richest man in the world.

Bren is chairman of The Irvine Co., a
privately held real estate investment com-
pany best known for the balanced, sus-
tainable, quality communities it has creat-
ed on the 93,000-acre Irvine Ranch in
Orange County. Finished plots sell for
more than $1 million an acre. He also
owns 400 office buildings, 35 shopping
centers, 80 apartment complexes and two
luxury hotels.

2. RED EMMERSON
The second wealthiest real estate titan

in California is Archie Aldis (Red)
Emmerson — the largest private forest
land holder in North America with 1.5
million acres. “Red” learned the timber
business from father, who started out with
makeshift sawmills in the family’s back-
yard. Redding is his base of operations,
and his net worth is $1.5 billion.

For the last 20 years, Emmerson and
his company — Sierra Pacific Industries
— quietly grew into the second-largest
private landowner in the United States.
Assets include 1.52 million acres in
Northern California, timberland stretch-
ing more than 350 miles from Mount
Shasta to Yosemite National Park.

Needless to say, Sierra Pacific is a dar-
ling of environmental groups.

3. JOHN SOBRATO
John Sobrato of Sobrato Development

Companies calls Atherton home, but he
made his fortune in Silicon Valley — one of
the priciest real estate markets in the state.
Sobrato boasts a portfolio of $1.5  billion.
For more than 40 years, SDC has developed
real estate in Silicon Valley properties. They
specialize in facilities for high tech and
R&D companies. Another self-made man,
he began in 1953 with one of the first “tilt-
up” buildings in Santa Clara County.

Sobrato owns and manages the build-
ings it constructs and maintains single-
tenant occupancy in more than 120 build-
ings in Santa Clara County and Alameda
County. It amounts to more than 10 mil-
lion square feet of office and manufactur-
ing space. 

4. GEORGE ARGYROS
One-time owner of the Seattle

Mariners, George Argyros is another
Newport Beach billionaire with a net

worth of $1.2 billion. Argyros, the grand-
son of Greek immigrants, began by run-
ning a Palm Springs grocery. He graduat-
ed to buying and selling corner lots at
busy intersections for gas stations. He
turned to apartments in 1968. Today, as
part of Arnel & Affiliates, Argyros man-
ages apartments and commercial property
in Southern California.

President Bush appointed Argyros to
the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp.
board in 1990. Then President Bush
tapped Argyros to lead GOP fundraising
efforts in California in 2000 and appoint-
ed him Ambassador to Spain in 2001.

5. CARL BERG
Self-made billionaire Carl Berg was a

loan processor before investing in Silicon
Valley commercial real estate with John
Sobrato in the 1960s. He then struck out
on his own, forming Mission West
Properties, a real estate investment trust
(REIT) in Silicon Valley. Berg owns a
controlling stake in the REIT, which
focuses on single-tenant research and
development, and office properties in
Silicon Valley. Mission West now owns
and manages more than 100 properties,
with major tenants that include Microsoft.

Currently, the Atherton-based busi-
nessman boasts a portfolio of $1.2 billion.

6. EDWARD ROSKI JR.
Finally, a Los Angelino. Ed Roski is the

founder of Majestic Realty, the largest
commercial builder in Los Angeles, boast-
ing an office, retail and industrial portfolio
totaling more than 55 million square feet.
He’s also active in Las Vegas with a 400-
acre business park and 3 million square feet
of casinos. The USC grad with a net worth
of $1.1 billion built the Staples Center with
Philip Anschutz  and is a minority owner of
the Lakers and the Kings.

7. ALEXANDER SPANOS
A.G. Spanos Companies are known for

building, managing and selling multi-
family housing units; constructing mas-
ter-planned communities and developing
land. The Stockton-based firm has built
more than 100,000 apartments in 18 states
since 1960. He recently developed top-
class office space in San Joaquin County.
Major projects include Spanos Park, a $1
billion master-planned community in
Stockton. Spanos, owner of the NFL’s
San Diego Chargers, operates the compa-
ny with his sons Dean (president and
CEO) and Michael Spanos (EVP).
Spanos, whose net worth is $1.1 billion,
recently pledged $200 million to San
Diego for a new stadium for their football
team.

8. and 9. JOHN ARRILLAGA and
RICHARD PEERY

John Arrillaga and Richard Peery are
two of Silicon Valley’s biggest commer-
cial landlords. In the 1960s, they convert-
ed farmland into pricey office space.
Peery + Arrillaga, developers normally,
only provides facilities to companies that
can pay cash. However, if they sense a
winner — say Sun Microsystems or
Quantum — they give lenient terms and
then collect rents as they grow. Peery and
Arrillaga are lifelong business partners
who avoid debt and the media. Each has
net worth of $1 billion.

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. Contact her at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com, or call 310- 309-4219.)

Meet California’s
real estate tycoons

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS



Guaranteed sale.
We will sell your

home or ERA
will buy it.

Call us for details.

THREE BEDROOM THREE BATHS IN
A NEIGHBORHOOD OF SIMILARLY NEWER
HOMES ASK FOR VANESSA

PRESENTED BY BEVERLY
THREE BEDROOM FOR LEASET AT $3870/MO

8251 RANCHO DORADO RD, PARAMOUNT

4314 MARINA CITY DRIVE, MDR

FOUR BEDROOM, TWO STORY HOME IN
A WONDERFUL NEIGHBORHOOD.
EXCLUSIVE LISTING - PRINCIPALS ONLY
PLEASE CALL JAYE (213) 700-5903

3051 HAMPSHIRE CIRCLE IN
CORONA

FOUR BEDROOM, TWO STORY
HOME IN A WONDERFUL

NEIGHBORHOOD.
EXCLUSIVE LISTING

PRINCIPALS.
ONLY PLEASE CALL

JAYE (213) 700-5903

ERA Marina Bay
Realty Group

4640 Admiralty Way #1200
Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Office (310) 448-4280
Fax (310) 448-4282

ERA Marina Bay Realty Group
is seeking an experienced sales manager to

lead our rapidly expanding team.
Call (310) 448-4280 to inquire.

The Strand in Marina del Rey (2 Units Available)

114 & 116 Galleon, Marina del Rey

“We sell it or we buy it”
www.matillarealty.com 
225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293 
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

ERA MATILLA
REALTY INC.

Steve Matilla,  Owner/Broker

These 'State-of-the-Art' townhomes are the last
two of four offered. Located steps from the
beach, the units are 3 stories with 2,500 and
2,600 sq. ft of well-designed living space.
Featuring 3 bedrooms plus a large bonus room,
3 bathrooms and 2 powder rooms. The master
comes equipped with a jacuzzi tub, a steam
shower, skylight and a large-sized walk-in clos-
et. These chef kitchens feature granite counter-
tops and include top-of-the-line stainless steel
professional appliances, Viking stove, Bosch
dishwasher, and Sub-Zero refrigerator.
Fireplaces in the family room and master bed-
rooms. Two-car tandem secure garage.
Balconies off the family room and master bed-
rooms. Unit 114 offers ocean and Grand Canal
views. CAT 5 wiring, security system, integrated
central audio system and central vacuum are
features of both townhomes. These architectur-
al masterpieces showcase high-end finishes;
bamboo hardwood and Indian slate floorings,
granite, limestone and travertine countertops.
Cabinetry is solid maple and handrails are cus-
tom wrought iron. Located on the prestigious
Marina del Rey Peninsula.

Offered at: $1,695,000
Open House - Every Saturday & Sunday,
12:30pm to 4:30pm or by appointment.

Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

MATILLA REALTY

Want a career in Real Estate?

We will pay for licensing School and have free

training for agents. Call (714) 996-3000 ext. 307

for more information.

ERA First Choice Realty
1505 4TH Street. Suite 200

Santa Monica, California 90401

Office: (310) 393-8491
Fax: (310) 260-3104

2630 Strongs Drive, Venice
Fabulous opportunity to own a duplex on a Grand Canal. Easy access &

parking off Strongs Drive. Each unit is 2 br +1 ba. Use as is, tear down &
build new or add on & remodel. Enjoy beautiful canal sunsets & live in one
of Venice's most desirable areas. Owner to carry first trust deed. Inside with

accepted offer only. Do not disturb tenants!
$1,100,000 Jack Susser 310/393-8491 4#

301 Manchester Ave. Playa Del Rey
Spacious 2 story 4+3 home less than 3 blocks from beach in north
Playa Del Rey. Large living rm with wd-burning FP & light-col-

ored hardwood floors. Formal dining room, family room with high
ceilings off kitchen w/ all appliances, butcher block counters &
breakfast bar. Lots of cabinet space.  French doors lead to brick

patio in private yard. 2nd story has master bedrm & bath w/ walk-
in closet. 2 balconies, recessed lighting, washer & dryer included.
Showings begin on 4/3—open house Sun 4/3 from 2-5, and Tues

4/5 from 11-2. 
$3,500/mo Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

ATTENTION
BUYERS AND SELLERS!

Interest rates are going up—
WE HAVE THE ANSWER!

SELLERS:
List & Lock:
List your home with us and we can lock in a low
rate for your buyer for up to 6 months. This gives
you time to wait for your price and offer your
buyer a very competitive interest rate.

BUYERS:
Shop & Lock:
Call today and we will lock a low rate for your
next purchase for up to 6 months. Shop without
stress and worry about missing today’s low inter-
est rates.

Call ERA First Choice Realty today for details!
310/393-8491 You WILL be impressed.

3 Offices on the West Side to serve you



Sale prices for small industrial, as well as research and
development buildings, are skyrocketing across the Los
Angeles Basin. 

The median price for the 82 small buildings that sold
in the first quarter of 2005 was $179 per square foot, up
43 percent over the median for 2004. A buying fever has
hit small users throughout the area, fueled by a combina-
tion of: 

■ Lack of available product. Vacancy rates in small
buildings are currently very low, at 3.2 percent, down
from 3.9 percent a year ago. 

■ Climbing rental rates. Rates were up 6 percent in
2004, and are projected to climb sharply in future years
due to exceptionally low vacancy rates, strong demand
and limited construction. Users are hoping to lock in their
costs now by buying rather than leasing. 

■ Still-low interest rates. Small owner-users with
good credit have found that they can buy units for just 10

percent down and interest rates near 6 percent. At 6 per-
cent, monthly payments are approximately $0.97 per
square foot, while lease payments on the same property
are approximately $0.95 per square foot.

■ High home-equity levels. The recent run-up in
home prices is enabling a number of small-business own-
ers to refinance their home to pull out cash to make the
down payment and to cover any negative carrying costs
that may occur from purchasing a building, and to obtain
a tax benefit by doing so. 

■ Obtaining the advantages of ownership. Ownership
enables small business to control their property, includ-
ing making any renovations they may want.

■ Steadily increasing property values. When property
values climb as much as they have in recent years, it
stimulates a number of buyers “to act now before they
climb any higher.”

■ Lack of alternative investment opportunities. Many
small-business owners and investors are still wary of
stocks and bonds. 

■ Movement of the baby boom generation into pre-
retirement years. Many small-business owners see buy-
ing their own building as a means to save for their retire-
ment, with a property 100 percent occupied by a credit
tenant — their own business. 

■ An expanding economy. A growing number of
business owners consider this to be a good time to take
on additional risk. 

Buyers of these properties typically are entrepreneurs
who live in the area and who own a firm with five to 15
employees. These firms are in a wide variety of sectors,
including business consulting, engineering, retail, con-
struction, printing, personal services, medical services,
insurance, mortgage brokerage, manufacturing, travel
and computer services. 

Despite very high prices, properties for sale are still
hard to find. Current owners have witnessed the run-up in
prices, and are reluctant to sell for fear of missing out on
even more appreciation. Besides, most investment prop-
erties are producing a positive cash flow, and many own-
ers don’t know where they would re-invest the money if
they were to sell. However, sellers could suddenly
emerge if they sense the market is peaking. 

The main question on the minds of most observers is
how long will this phenomenon last? Our expectation is
for a gradual leveling in prices. The Blue Chip Forecast
predicts only a moderate increase in inflation and in T-
Bill interest rates over the next two years. If this turns out
to be accurate, mortgage rates would likely climb to no

more than 7 percent. Should interest rates climb substan-
tially above 7 percent, then leasing would be cheaper on
an immediate-cash-flow basis, and owner-user demand
would likely fall. Demand from users of this space has
been growing by 1.2 million square foot per year on aver-
age from 1999 to now, for growth in occupied space of
1.7 percent per year.  

Our expectation is that demand will be very strong for
at least the next two years, driven by a large and rapidly
growing economy, as well as strong growth among small
businesses. 

Despite very high sale prices, construction activity of
small industrial and research and development buildings
remains restrained. One million square feet is currently
under construction, which, when complete, will expand
the base by 1.4 percent. This will roughly equal growth
in demand over the next six to nine months, and vacancy
rates are projected to remain near current low levels.
Construction is limited in many areas due to lack and
expense of vacant land, difficult entitlement issues and
intense competition from residential developers. 

As a result of the projected low vacancy rates and
strong demand, rental rates appear likely to climb very
sharply. We anticipate that they will grow by approxi-
mately 10 percent per year over the next two years.
Assuming that the recent ramp-up in sale prices will
level, this would diminish some of the current discrepan-
cies between sale prices and rental rates.  

(The above is an excerpt from NAI Capital’s spring
2005 Market Perspective, and is for informational pur-
poses only and not meant to be taken as advice. Christina
S. Porter is in the business of leasing and selling office
and industrial buildings. She can be reached at (310)
806-6104 or at cporter@naicapital.com.)
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Sponsored by George Chung Real Estate

I’ll buy or lease your
house in 7 days or less!

Stop foreclosure/double payment.
No commission/fees.

866-528-6761 x 11  24 hr. recorded msg.

310-301-2372
4079-B REDWOOD AVE.

LOS ANGELES, CA
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.comFred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

7 units (2+1's), VERY motivated seller.
4 units delivered vacant. Positive

cash flow. Drive by--please do not disturb tenants.

1811 19th Street, Santa Monica $1,950,000

MATT CRABBS
(310) 864-9034      352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

BRAND NEW COMING SOON
El Segundo Lofts. Beautiful Postcard views
in this brand new space. High ceilings, very
contemporary. Residential or Commercial

space. Call for more details

(310) 864-9034

CALL ME TO GET A PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON YOUR RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.

T R G

Ups and downs of commercial real estate investment
IN YOUR SPACE

BY CHRISTINA S. PORTER

Location Type Date Leased Sq. Ft. Price
1422 2nd St Office 4/26/2005 5,200 $2.90 NNN
1428 2nd St Office 4/26/2005 1,428 $3.00 MG 
1411 5th St Office 4/27/2005 2,100 $2.95 MG
2951 28th St Office 4/25/2005 3,460 $2.65 FSG
725 Arizona Ave Office 4/25/2005 2,683 $3.65 FSG 
2110 Main St Office 4/28/2005 2,350 $2.75 NNN
2434 Main St Office 4/28/2005- 3,742 $2.65 NNN
233 Wilshire Blvd Office 4/26/2005 2,428 $3.25 FSG
401 Wilshire Blvd Office 4/25/2005 8,816 $3.55 FSG 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED



BY THOMAS WAGNER 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari
pledged to unite Iraq’s rival ethnic and religious factions
and fight terrorism as the nation’s first democratically
elected government was sworn in Tuesday amid escalat-
ing violence. 

“You all know the heavy legacy inherited by this gov-
ernment. We are afflicted by corruption, lack of services,
unemployment and mass graves,” al-Jaafari told law-
makers after taking the oath of office before the National
Assembly. “I would like to tell the widows and orphans
... your sacrifices have not gone in vain.” 

Al-Jaafari and members of his Cabinet walked to a
podium and pledged to defend Iraq and its people as
Iraqis faced a surge of violence that has killed nearly 170
people in six days. 

Five ministries remained in temporary hands and two
deputy prime minister’s slots were unfilled as al-Jaafari
struggled to bring the disaffected Sunni minority into key
posts while balancing the demands of other groups. 

Al-Jaafari particularly wanted the defense minister’s
job filled by a Sunni Arab as a way to draw the formerly
dominant minority into the fight against an insurgency
that is thought to be based primarily among Sunnis. 

He will act as defense minister until consensus can be
reached on a new one. Former Pentagon favorite Ahmad
Chalabi, the Shiite deputy prime minister, was given
temporary responsibility for the key oil ministry. 

More than two years after U.S.-led forces drove
Saddam Hussein from power, violence persisted unabat-
ed Tuesday, including a gunbattle in Ramadi that killed

12 suspected militants and three other people. 
Investigators concluded two missing Marine fighter

jets likely collided over southern Iraq as the body of one
pilot was found, a senior U.S. defense official said
Tuesday at the Pentagon. U.S. officials in Baghdad said
the search for the planes was continuing. 

The American military said U.S.-led forces recovered
a letter that appeared to be addressed to Jordanian-born
militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi complaining about low
morale among his followers and the incompetence of
leaders in his terror network. 

Bryan Whitman, a spokesman for the Pentagon, said
the letter was believed to be authentic. 

“The letter gives the indication that his (Zarqawi’s)
influence and effectiveness are deteriorating,” he said. “It
describes low morale and weak and incompetent leader-
ship.” 

Al-Jaafari had promised to form a government that
would win over the Sunnis, but members of his Shiite-
dominated alliance rejected candidates with ties to
Saddam Hussein’s brutal regime. 

After months of wrangling following historic Jan. 30
elections, al-Jaafari negotiated a Cabinet that includes 15
Shiite Arab ministers, seven Kurds, four Sunnis and one
Christian. Two of four deputy prime ministers were also
sworn in Tuesday, a Shiite and a Kurd. 

President Jalal Talabani wished the new Cabinet well
in its historic task: “To achieve a unified democratic
Iraq.” 

Underscoring lingering divisions, however, many
lawmakers stayed away from the ceremony, which took
place in a half-empty hall inside Baghdad’s heavily for-
tified Green Zone. 

BY CHARLES J. HANLEY 
AP Special Correspondent 

UNITED NATIONS — With the world watching its every
nuclear step, Iran declared Tuesday that it is determined
to pursue all legal areas of nuclear technology, including
uranium enrichment. 

Addressing a U.N. conference on the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi said his government is “eager” to provide guar-
antees that its nuclear-fuel program will serve only
peaceful purposes, as sought in talks with European gov-
ernments. 

Washington contends Iran’s uranium enrichment pro-
gram is aimed at building nuclear weapons, and President
Bush has proposed banning such technology to all but
those countries that already have it. Enriched uranium
also can be used to generate electricity, which Iran says
is its only aim. 

“It is unacceptable that some intend to limit the access
to nuclear technology to an exclusive club of technolog-
ically advanced states under the pretext of nonprolifera-
tion,” Kharrazi said. 

He also told delegates from more than 180 nations that
the United States and other nuclear-weapons states
should make legally binding assurances to non-nuclear
states like Iran that they will not be subject to nuclear
attack. 

In Tehran, Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi said Tuesday the government would resume some
nuclear activities that have been suspended during talks
with European governments to resolve the dispute. 

On Monday, opening day of a monthlong conference
reviewing the workings of the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, U.S. delegation chief Stephen G. Rademaker
demanded that Iran shut down and dismantle its enrich-
ment equipment. 

“The treaty is facing the most serious challenge in its
history,” the assistant secretary of state told delegates. 

Because of the Iran dispute, treaty members still had
not agreed on a complete agenda as of Tuesday morning.
Conference organizers reported the Iranians were resist-
ing a reference in the document to “relevant develop-
ments” — diplomatic code, in this case, for Iran’s nuclear
program. Organizers hope to have agreement before the
nuts-and-bolts work of committees begins next week. 

Under the 35-year-old Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, states without nuclear arms pledge not to pursue

them in exchange for a commitment by five nuclear pow-
ers — the United States, Russia, Britain, France and
China — to move toward nuclear disarmament. Three
other nuclear states — Israel, India and Pakistan —
remain outside the treaty. 

The treaty is reviewed every five years at conferences
whose consensus positions give valuable political sup-
port to nonproliferation initiatives. At the 2000 meeting,
the nuclear powers committed to “13 practical steps”
toward disarmament, but critics complain the Bush
administration — by rejecting the nuclear test-ban treaty,
for example — has come up short. 

“We are greatly disappointed” by “unsatisfactory
progress” toward disarmament by the big powers, said
New Zealand’s Marian Hobbs, speaking for a coalition of
disarmament-minded states. 

Rademaker said, however, the Bush administration is
“proud to have played a leading role in reducing nuclear
arsenals,” via the 2002 Moscow Treaty, for example,
under which the United States and Russia are to cut back
deployed warheads by two-thirds, to between 1,700 and
2,200 each, by 2012. 

That agreement has been criticized for not requiring
destruction of excess warheads taken off deployment or
providing a transparent timetable and open verification
of reductions. 

Rademaker sought to focus attention instead on Iran,
saying, “We dare not look the other way.” 

The Iran question hinges on the treaty’s Article IV,
which guarantees nonweapons states the right to peace-
ful nuclear technology, including uranium enrichment
equipment to produce fuel for nuclear power plants. 

That same technology, with further enrichment, can
produce material for nuclear bombs. Tehran denies that
is the purpose of its long-secret uranium-enrichment pro-
gram, but in his keynote address Annan said states like
Iran “must not insist” on possessing such sensitive tech-
nology. 

Following Annan to the U.N. podium, Mohamed
ElBaradei, director-general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, renewed his call for a moratorium on
new fuel-cycle facilities while international controls are
negotiated. 

ElBaradei has proposed putting nuclear fuel produc-
tion under multilateral control by regional or internation-
al bodies. Rademaker reaffirmed President Bush’s pro-
posal for an outright ban on nuclear fuel technology,
except in the United States and a dozen other countries

that have it. 
The Tehran government is negotiating on and off with

Germany, France and Britain about shutting down its
enrichment operations in return for economic incentives. 

Tehran has proposed establishment of a nuclear
weapons-free zone in the Middle East, a move that would
require Israel to give up its nuclear arsenal. 

North Korea pulled out of the treaty in 2003 and said
in February it has already built nuclear weapons. The
review conference is not expected to focus heavily on
this first treaty defector, in order not to complicate efforts
to draw Pyongyang back into the treaty fold through now
stalled six-nation talks. 
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• Los Angeles/LAX
• Beverly Hills
• West Hollywood
• Century City
• Westwood
• Culver City
• Santa Monica

Avoid the LAX Headache

EXPANDED FLEET & TERRITORY
Accounts welcome

273-6611

Beverly Hills Cab

(310)
(800)

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices

FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY
2 0 %  D I S C O U N T  F O R  D A I L Y  P R E S S  R E A D E R S

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

wedding special
Let us photograph your next event.

Headaches?
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded Message Reveals

How Thousands Of Americans Are Finally
Living Headache Free! Call 1-800-419-9703

Iran ‘determined’ to pursue enrichment

Iraqi government sworn in amid violence



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Why is this car smiling?

GS 300
GS 430
Pure Lexus.

a) It’s enjoying the beautiful Southern California weather. (Aaahhh.) 

b) It’s powered by a 240-hp inline V6, or even a 300-hp V8. (Vroom!) 

c) It’s feeling pleased with itself because it’s a low-emission vehicle. (Mm-hmm.) 

d) All of the above. (Ah, yeah.) 

With a choice of powerful engines, variable valve timing, 5-speed automatic
transmission, DVD-based navigation system, speed-sensitive steering and the
distinction of being a low-emission vehicle, the newly redesigned 2006 Lexus GS,
available now at Lexus Santa Monica, has much to be pleased about.

We think it’s just happy to be a Lexus.

2450 Santa Monica Boulevard /  Santa Monica, CA 90404
“IN SANTA MONICA, ON SANTA MONICA”TM

800-403-3116

Our family of dealers includes:
Lexus Santa Monica • Scion Santa Monica •Toyota Santa Monica • Mitsubishi of Santa Monica • Volkswagen Santa Monica
Toyota of Hollywood • Lincoln Mercury of Hollywood • Scion of Hollywood • Pacific Porsche • Pacific Audi • Pacific Volkswagen
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

CALL US FOR FACTORY
SCHEDULED SERVICE

CALL US FOR FACTORY
SCHEDULED SERVICE

WE USE ONLY FACTORY PARTS

YOUR ALTERNATIVE TO DEALERS.

WESTSIDE MOTORS
1453 Lincoln Blvd. (At Broadway) SM  (310) 395-3125

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
#1 INVESTMENT 2004-Gold 60K-400K 
commissions. Est. 1960, Top Forbes 
Co. hiring Sales Profs (trading exp/lic 
not req-paid training) No cold 
calling/casual dress. Free Health, 
Dental, Vision, Life & Parking. Santa 
Monica, Goldline.com (310) 319-0313 
(24 hrs)

AUTO TIRE Shop needs experienced 
service writer and tire technician. 
Full time Culver City (310) 391-
5333

AUTO MECHANIC FT/PT, M-F, 
WLA location. Small shop seeking 
dedicated, reliable, experienced 
mechanic. Valid DL. (310) 203-
0543.

BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del 
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory. 
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.
BOOKKEEPER/ AR, AP, Payroll, Bank 
Reconciliation quarterly tax state-
ments. Marina Del Rey area. Benefits. 
Fax, resume, (310) 574-9332.
CARE GIVERS/ companions: live-in or 
out, min. 2 yrs experience and work 
related references required. Driving 
preferred, CNAs/CHHAs welcomed. 
Bondable (323) 692-3692.

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

COUNTER HELP needed Main Street 
cafe. Coffee/ Panini Shop. Fast paced, 
must have 3 yrs restaurant experi-
ence. Apply in person, 2715 Main 
Street.
COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway. 
Must be experienced. Afternoon 
shifts. Apply afternoons in person. 
215 Broadway, SM. (310)396-9898.
EXPERIENCED DENTAL assistant for 
SM practice. Full time, call Nicole at 
(310) 828-7429.
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR 
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
GET YOUR real estate license! Local 
R.E. offices hiring. Reimbursed ex-
penses, great opportunity (888) 300-
8448x110. Call Cory.
HAIR STYLIST/ Barber wanted, $125/ 
week rent for person with clients. 
2106 Wilshire Blvd., Call Kristin 
(310) 829-5944
HAIRDRESSER NEEDED. 20 year old 
salon, great location on Wilshire. Rent 
chair or commission sales. Russian 
speaking a plus. Call Mary 818-207-
7771.

MASSAGE CERTIFICATE
COURSE

Earn new career in 5 days! 

Brandon Raynor’s international-
ly acclaimed hands on deep   

tissue massage course 

May 9th-13th, M-F, 9am-5pm 
in Marina Del Rey. 

Toll free (888) 330-3338

RADIO PUBLICITY campaign sales, full 
commission F/T or P/T in Santa Moni-
ca (310) 998-8305 ext 84

Employment
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR. Caron-
delet Center, adjacent to Mount St. 
Mary’s College in Brentwood,  seeks a 
general maintenance professional to 
operate, maintain, and repair boilers, 
generators, air conditioning, etc. in a 
multi purpose residential and meeting 
facility.  As head  of the maintenance 
department, this person will supervise 
two employees,  evaluate products 
and services from outside contractors, 
maintain work order logs, oversee re-
furbishment projects and  continuous-
ly monitor the condition of the building 
and its infrastructure.  Minimum of 3 
years in maintenance of large build-
ings required.  $19.00-$24.00/hr. de-
pending on experience.  Contact R. 
Scherrei, 11999 Chalon Rd., LA 
90049; (310) 889-2109; 
RScherrei@csjla.org; FAX (310) 472-
5982.   

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 $9/hr

P/T RETAIL salesperson.
Apply in person 

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. 
Wilshire West Fine Paper. 
3023 Wilshire Blvd. SM. 

RETAIL SALES Professional, high end 
women’s apparel, 3-4 days/wk. Top 
$! Experience necessary. (310) 264-
2577
SECRETARIAL/ ACCOUNTANT
Tile Company, SM. Full Time 8-5/ 
Mon-Sat. Great salary (310) 995-
5136.

SIMPLEHUMAN NEEDS reliable ex-
perienced mature individuals fo 
part-time retail positions at the 
Westfield Century City Mall. Pleas-
efax resumes to (310) 538-9196 
Attn: Vivian or email to 
support@simplehuman.com. More 
information at 
www.simplehuman.com

STYLIST/BARBER WANTED in Santa 
Monica. Non-conformist atmosphere. 
Low rent. Call Don (310) 315-1098.

TELEMARKETING SALES base + Xlent 
commission. Work from home, 6-20 
hrs/ week (evenings). Need PC and 
fax. Loan officer exp. a plus. Central 
Pacific Funding, a 10 year old full 
service mortgage corporation. Fax re-
sume (310) 899-3953.
WANTED: FULL time, exp line cooks. 
Apply in person Marix Tex Mex, 118 
Entrada Drive, SM, CA (PCH & Entra-
da) btwn 2-4PM M-T. No phone calls 
please

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (310)479-3054

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

2000 Porsche 911 Cabriolet
Triple Black, tip, 38k miles,

$48,995 [VIN 651944]

2002 Hyundai
Santa Fe green full power Automatic

$13,995 [VIN 281519]

2003 Nissan Sentra
Full power cd auto

$10,495 [VIN 798964]

2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse
Full power auto

$11,995 [VIN 080815]

2001 Mitsubishi Spyder
36K Miles, Leather, Full Power

&17,225 [VIN 152218]

2001 Mitsubishi Mirage
44K Miles, Full Power
$8,995 [VIN 27253]

2002 Lexus IS300
Black Chromes, Clean Car
$19,995 [VIN 062170]

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Wanted
NEED A second pair of eyes? Experi-
enced newspaper editor available for 
proof reading, copy editing. Call 
(310)365-1753 to have your scripts, 
manuscripts, novels or any document 
typo free.

WANTED TO Buy: Stamp collections 
US or world wide. (310) 459-6315

Travel

Health  Tour Packages all 

inclusive in Costa Rica. 

www.harmonycenters.com 

© 
© 

DISNEY WORLD/BEACH vacation 7 
days/ 6 nights. Paid $600/ must sell 
$199. Good for 1 year (562) 492-
0034.

For Rent
BEVERLY HILLS Adjacent 1472 S. 
Crest Drive 2+1 lower back unit. 
Stove, carpet, dining room, blinds, ga-
rage parking. No pets $1350 
(310) 578-7512.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

808 1/2 Angeles Place $2375/mo 
2bed + 2bath, 2 car garage

Hardwood, inside laundry, patio

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

For Rent

1617 BROADWAY
Live Work/Apartment

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
529 Montana    $1225

Lower 1 bed, gated entry,
shared garage, fridge & stove

1441 Princeton     $1350
Lower 1 bed, updated, Pergo

floors, new blinds & more

847 6th St. $1895
Front upper 2 bed, 13⁄4 baths,

new carpet & blinds

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA 

10900 S.M. Blvd., WLA,
$875

Upper single, new carpet,
fridge & stove, near UCLA

1610 Barry, WLA, $1550
Front lower  2 bed, 13⁄4 bath,

remodeled, new carpet,
linoleum, blinds & more

1234 Wellesley, WLA,
$1700

Front upper 2 bed, 1⁄ bath
beautiful remodel, new appli-
ances, granite counters, tile

bathroom

10724 Missouri, WLA,
$2300

Upper 3 bed + den, 2 bath,
FIRST MONTH FREE RENT!

call for more details

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
VENICE BEACH large studio @ 26 Pal-
oma Ave. with full size refrigerator 
and new carpet. One block to the 
beach. Excellent location in the heart 
of Venice beach. Well priced at $895. 
One year lease. No pets. Call Jack @ 
(310) 466-9256

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

1037 5th, #7 $1925/mo 
2bed + 2bath, upper

2 car parking, small patio

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

LA GROVE Area, 458 N. Curson, #104, 
1+1 Art Deco buildings. Stove, hard-
wood floors, fridge, blinds, laundry, 
No Pets. $1250 (310) 578-7512.
MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #201. 
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C, 
fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 2 balco-
nies, intercom entry, gated parking. 
No pets $1450. $300.00 off move-in 
(310) 578-7512

MAR VISTA Lrg 1 bdrm @ 3743 
McLaughlin. Fresh paint, carpet, great 
closets. One year lease, no pets, no 
smoking  $995. (310) 466-9256
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 1BDRM
w/balcony @3115 Bagley Ave. with 
fresh carpet, paint, stove, FRIDGE and 
assigned parking. A steal at $950! 
(310)466-9256
SANTA MONICA $1,150/mo remod-
eled 1bdrm/1bath, no pets, hardwood 
floors, stove, fridge, parking included 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1,263/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, w/c pet, stove, carpets, 
laundry, elevator, walk to beach 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1025.00 1 bdrm/1 
bath. Refrigerator, stove, parking, NO 
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #13, Mgr 
#19.
SANTA MONICA $1025/mo, 
1bdrm/1bath, dining room, no pets, 
stove, carpets, parking, near SMC 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com 
SANTA MONICA $1045/mo, Studio, 
small pets only, stove, dishwasher, 
hardwood floors, laundry, microwave, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1050/mo., Studio, 
cat ok, refrigerator, stove, new car-
pets, utilities included. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com 
SANTA MONICA $1095/mo, 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, stove, large 
closets, laundry, close to beach 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com 
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, stove, carpets, laundry, 
quiet neighborhood, one year mini-
mum lease (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1275/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, refrigerator, 
stove, balcony, hardwood floors, yard, 
microwave, (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $950/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, stove, large 
closets, near SMC, carport parking 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $975/mo Furnished 
Studio, no pets, refrigerator, hard-
wood floors, kitchenette, near  beach, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm/ 2 bath condo 
available at 1440 23rd St. (Broadway) 
Security bldg, security parking, hard-
wood floors (310) 600-3957 
$2095.00
SANTA MONICA! Beautiful large 1 
bedroom + 2 lofts townhome @ 820 
Bay St. with 2 car garage, fresh car-
pet, paint, jacuzzi tub, large deck, 
endless storage, a must see! $2295. 
(310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA- 1BD/1BA All remod-
eled. Washer/dryer, Jacuzzi tub, hard-

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737



CLASSIFIEDS
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Wednesday, May 4, 2005 ❑ Page 19

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

$50.00
DENTAL CLEANING
OFFER INCLUDES: One hygiene visit & exam.
Complimentary Home Kit with Instructions.
For new patients only. Regularly $170. Offer Expires 05/30/05

Moe Koshki, D.D.S. General & Cosmetic Dentistry
(310) 395-1261

1260 15TH Street #805 SM CA 90404

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE
A professional painting contractor

License #809274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount
Available

PAWdestrians
Doggie Day Care: 2 Openings Available

Peggy Marton pawdestrians@aol.com
Dog walking and yard clean up service.

Call (310) 477-2181

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

24 hours a day
7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)
828-2233

You should call:

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Computer Services

ON SITE
COMPUTER SERVICE
HOME & BUSINESS

• AFFORDABLE
• KNOWLEDGEABLE

• SUPERIOR SERVICE
NETWORK COMPUTING SOLUTIONS

(310) 729-6845
www networksolutio net

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Law Offices of
Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil

Personal Injury
Criminal Defense

Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

LOVED ONE
ARRESTED?

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION

www.cliffnicholslaw.com

Call the law offices of
Clifford Nichols. Esq.

Criminal Defense Law Firm

(310) 917-1083

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

YOUR AD
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CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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For Rent
wood floors, marble tile. $1495/mo. 
Call (310) 490-9326. 1 month free
SM $1,295 1bdrm above garage. Pri-
vate, bright, charming, hardwood/ 
Mexican tile floors, large deck. 
837 1/2 Cedar (818) 501-4100
VENICE BEACH Sunny single @ 50 
Breeze Av., 1 block  to beach.  Hard-
wood floors and full kitchen. Lots of 
charm and character. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310) 466-9256.  $975 
VENICE BEACH: 39 Sunset Ave. 1 bed-
room with ocean view in tudor style 
building. Great location 1/2 block to 
the beach. 1 Year lease, no pets. May 
be seen by appointments $1150. 
(310) 401-0027.

W/LA, 1+1 UPPER UNIT, NEAR UCLA, 
1423 Barry Ave. No pets, new paint. 
$1195  (323) 651-0122
WEST HOLLYWOOD $850/mo, 1 bdrm, 
upper, A/C, built-in refrigerator, new 
carpet, blinds, laundry, security park-
ing, no pets, North Vista Street 
(310) 456-5659
WESTWOOD UNFURNISHED Condo 
2+2. 1639 Selby Ave. Unit C. Stove, 
refrigerator, W/D, dishwasher, carpet, 
microwave, A/C, intercom entry and 
gated parking. No pets. $1695 Call 
(310) 578-7512

WLA APARTMENT for rent, $1100/mo. 
1bdrm/ 1bath, A/C, security system. 
(310) 391-8880

Houses For Rent
MAR VISTA, best area 2bdrm/1ba plus 
workshop garage, new paint, large 
yard w/deck, fireplace, stove, refriger-
ator, W/D hookups, w/c pets $2150 
(310) 403-8272

Roommates

LOOKING FOR professional per-
son to share a furnished two-

bedroom apartment one block off 
of Montana. Private bath.         

Laundry on premises.          
$1,000 a month, includes         

underground parking.            
(310) 365-1753

Commercial Lease

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private

Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-

Commercial Lease
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

Real Estate

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

DISTRESS Sale -
Bank

Foreclosures.
Free list

of Foreclosure
Properties.

Receive a free
computerized

printout.
Free recorded message

1-800-000-000, 
ID# 1042.

www.matillarealty.com 1-888-465-4534

SAVE BIG MONEY buying a home!
Remington700.com or Recorded mes-
sage (800) 842-5316 EXT 709

Real Estate

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

$500,000
1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 P⁄MO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.875%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 4.625%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 4.25%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.25%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of April 12, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate

IDAHO !!

Executive Home(s) with acreage in 
South Central Idaho. Near Soldier 
Mountain Ski Resort (Owner-Bruce 
Willis). 50mi. from Sun Valley, 1.5 
hours/Boise. Awesome views/open 
space! Sub dividable potential!

$995,000. 4/bedroom, 3/bath 
2800+sq/ft, 80+acres retreat- 
UC!!  

Executive retreat at Ski Mountain!! 
1998 built 5/bedroom, 3/bath 
3100+sq/ft log home, top of hill, 
60-acres $849,000. Reduced - 
Huge!! Now $649K!! Includes 2 
NEW Snowmobiles & New ATV!!

Another!  2/bedroom 2/bath cabin, 
3+/- acres $360,000-OWC!

Sun Valley golf course home, 3400 
sq/ft 3/bedroom, 3.5/bath. Cheap-
est in SV! UC  $1,795,000.

State of the Art Equestrian Facility 
– 40+/- acres. Less than replace-
ment!! Sun Valley, $1.365m 

Call Chris Grathwohl. (208) 720-
5690.

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA- Garage for rent. 
Storage, easy access. 1934 18th 
Street. $195/mo. Call (310) 490-9326 
1 month free.

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. Incall/ 
Outcall special rate between 6am-
9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing 
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full 
body massage, outcalls available. 
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN
Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again

SM near Promenade, free pkg
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

Announcements

Lost & Found
FOUND: KEYS on key ring, Monday 
5/2/05 approx. 2:45pm on top of 
SMDP paper rack. Southwest corner 
of Arizona & 5th St. (310) 260-0029.

Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10/17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pacific Ocean Properties
ANNOUNCES THE GRAND OPENING OF ITS NEW OFFICE!

2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica | 310.392.9223

Wholesale lending through:

Pac West Mortgage
30 year fixed rates just reduced! Just 5.75!

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

Pre-Approval in minutes.

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 5.75%
10 year/1 arm 5.625%

7 year/1 arm 5.5%
5 year/1 arm 4.875%**
3 year/1 arm 4.625%**

1 year/1 arm 4.25%
6 mos./6 mo. arm 4.25%
1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change

* As of April 12, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

*** Denotes Neg Am

Real Estate

Rob Schultz
Broker

LICENSED CALIFORNIA BROKER #01218743

• Over 300 banks approved
• Residential & Commercial loans
• 100% financing
• 30 years of experience
• Purchase or Refinances
• Expert loan consultations
• Lines of Credit
• CONSTRUCTION LOANS
• Apartment Buildings
• Timely performance

100% Finance Interest Only Loans
$650,000.00
1st - $520,000.00 @ 5.25%
$2,275.00 Per Month

2nd - $130,000.00 @ 7.75%
$834.00 Per Month

Total $3,114.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

$500,000.00
1st - $400,000.00 @ 5.25%
$1,750.00 Per Month

2nd - $100,000.00 @ 7.75%
$645.00 Per Month

Total $2,395.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

(310) 392-9223
Welcoming the first time buyer. Valuable consultants for the seasoned investor.

Properties recently put into escrow by

Pacific Ocean Properties.

Let our sales team go to work for you today!

LOCATION LOCATION

SOLD 1072 W. Edgeware Los Angeles
122 N. Rampart Los Angeles
7027 Ramscate Westchester
SOLD 931 N. Rose St. Burbank
1432 Ellmsere Los Angeles
5657 S. Bronson Ave. Los Angeles
2700 Newell Silverlake
1458 Princeton Santa Monica
3508 6TH Street Los Angeles
419 W. Kelso Inglewood
JUST SOLD 846 Eucalyptus El Segundo

1448 25TH ST., 3 UNITS
SANTA MONICA     $1,400,000

8310 RAINTREE CIR CULVER CITY 90230
2 BD 2 BA WITH DEN FIREPLACE WET BAR

$530,000

3230 W 43RD PL LOS ANGELES
4BD 4BA     $720,000

COMING SOON
SPECTACULAR PROPERTY

1855 BENICIA
3BD., 2BA.
PLUS DEN

THOROUGHLY
REMODELED
WITH VIEWS

$1,250,000
Century City

3648 EMPIRE DRIVE
CULVER CITY 4 UNITS $1,295,000

THIS COULD BE YOURS.
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATED VALUE

10610 VENICE BLVD. 4 UNITS 
LOS ANGELES     $949,5002801 LA CASTANA DR

LOS ANGELES  $1,590,000
PRIME MULHOLLAND ESTATE

WITH VIEWS

NEW LI
STIN

G!


