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Rodent infestation hits

Promenade

Nearby city construction
projects may have disturbed
mouse habitat, owners say

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Five downtown restaurants have been closed
by the health department in the last two weeks
because they were infested with mice.

Restaurant owners, however, blamed the prob-
lem on nearby city construction projects, which
they said have disturbed the rodents’ habitat.

Los Angeles County Department of Health
inspectors first found mice in Bravo Cucina,
1319 3rd St. Promenade, on April 17 during an
unannounced visit.

They then checked next door at George’s
Bistro, 1321 3rd St. Promenade, on April 18 and
Johnny Rockets, 1322 3rd St. Promenade, on
April 19, and again found mice present.

“Because there are so many in a close prox-
imity, we began conducting inspections at the

surrounding restaurants,” said Terrance Powell, a

restaurants

health department official. “That’s when we
began to find the rodent problems.”

Mice were also found at the Carousel Cafe,
1601 Ocean Front Walk, on April 17.

The restaurants were closed for a mandatory
48 hours while the owners addressed the prob-
lem. They were allowed to re-open only after
they had been re-inspected.

On April 25, Johnny Rockets was closed again
for mice infestation after a surprise visit from
another health inspector. The restaurant remained
closed Monday with a sign in the window saying
the store was having its plumbing fixed.

On April 26, inspectors found mice in Yankee
Doodles, 1410 3rd St. Promenade, and closed
that restaurant as well.

Until the recent problems with mice, all
Promenade restaurants had received “A” ratings
by the health department during inspections of
their facilities over the past four years.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,” said
George Rifold, owner of George’s Bistro. “And
I’ve been on the Promenade for 12 years.

“But it’s only in the past few months that I’ve

See MICE, page 3

Suspended pro-union
hotel worker re-instated

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A hotel worker active in efforts to unionize
her workplace got her job back last week after
being suspended for disturbing guests while dis-
tributing fliers to co-workers.

The Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel, 1707 4th
St., re-instated Elba Hernandez last Friday after
suspending her indefinitely April 19 while the
hotel investigated her distribution of fliers that
complained of unfair workplace practices.

Hernandez’s suspension sparked an uprising
among local living wage activists and clergy
members. On April 23, clergy and community
activists staged a sit-in and a prayer session at
the Doubletree’s restaurant.

The following day, clergy members organized
100 people to call the hotel’s manager, Francois
Khaury, and urge him to re-instate Hernandez.

Then, bishops from four of the largest
Protestant denominations in Los Angeles
County and the Muslim Public Affairs Council
wrote letters on April 25 to the hotel demand-
ing Hernandez be allowed to return to work the
next day.

“It is a milestone in the campaign, from our
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perspective,” said Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, a
clergy organizer. “It is so very hard for workers
to speak up.

“Hopefully what happened to Elba will make
them stronger and give them more confidence.”

One living wage activist said Doubletree
management wants labor peace.

“Maybe they are starting to realize they can
have that peace if they respect their worker’s
rights to unionize,” said Abby Arnold.

However, hotel officials said the efforts by
local clergy were not the reason Hernandez was
re-instated. The hotel administration followed
company policies and suspended Hernandez
while they investigated the claim, Khaury said.

“I don’t think it was the pressure,” he said.
“It’s in our policies how to deal with these situ-
ations. Once she was cleared, she could return
to work.”

Hernandez said she got her job back entirely
because of the clergy’s efforts.

“This is an important victory for us,” she
said in a prepared statement. “Hotel manage-
ment has been disrespecting our right to organ-
ize for months.

“Together with the Santa Monica clergy, we

See UNION, page 5

The great escape

Carolyn Sackanason/DalIy Press
Trevor Wingett, of Glendale, tries to escape from the sand at
Zuma Beach in Malibu on Sunday. His friends timed him to see
how long it would take to break free. It was about a minute.

Ice cream truck
cited for loud music

By The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — Some neighborhood activists here are
playing hardball with Mister Softee.

Ice cream trucks that dish out loud music like “Turkey in the Straw”
along with the soft serves just aren’t welcome in parts of Connecticut’s
capital.

“I can’t stand it anymore,” said Hyacinth Yennie, a South End com-
munity activist who has helped lead the charge against Mister Softee.
“Every night, it’s the same songs, over and over. It drives you crazy.”

Officers have issued four citations for noise ordinance violations
over the last two months to Mister Softee owner Felix Rios.

But Rios and his lawyer, Ron Johnson, aren’t going to melt in the
face of legal action.

“The way the city’s noise ordinance is written is unconstitutional,”
Johnson said last week. “The music coming from an ice cream truck is
a time-honored tradition.”

Some residents said they just want the sound turned down, but oth-
ers want it shut off altogether.

“You can’t even have a conversation in your house once that truck
comes down the street,” said Wilbur Troutman.
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@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% Reach out for others. Start up a more-
than-needed chat. Not everything is as it seems to
be. In fact, with some perspective, a little
research and some discussion, your view
changes. Take charge of this project. Tonight:
Willingly put in the extra hours.

& TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% %% Laugh, as you suddenly see the fog lift
on a money matter. Discuss money with another
who understands you and your long-term desires.
Do nothing halfway right now. Unexpected news
heads your way. Deal with those in authority.
Tonight: Hop on the Internet.

%) GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%k %k Mercury moves into your sign, empow-
ering you. You feel better than you have in a while.
You verbalize your feelings far more clearly at this
point. Others who have been challenging you ease
up. Schedule important discussions in the late
afternoon. Tonight: Togetherness works.

& CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% %% Head in to work and try to cut some of
the inner conversations you are having. Be more
nurturing to those around you. Listen more to a
beloved friend. Let this person run with the ball
for now. You don’t need to interfere. Tonight:
The only answer is “yes.”

& LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

*% %% A friend whispers in your ear. You’ll
hear important pieces of information more often
in the next few weeks. Use your creativity when
dealing with others. Don’t take an opposite point
of view, but also don’t agree unless you’re sure.
Tonight: Run errands on the way home.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% A boss makes more inquiries and surprises
you. Just because he or she has assumed a low pro-
file for a while doesn’t mean this will continue. In
fact, you could find your associates to be unusual-
ly verbal. Deal with your family and home life
with more imagination. Tonight: Play away.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

%%k kK -Dynamic k%% *k-Positive **kk-Average
% %-So-so *-Difficult

&) UBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% You hear news from someone at a dis-
tance. Don’t listen to this person, especially if he
or she is known for indulging in gossip. Evaluate
news and verify facts. Deal with work quietly,
perhaps with the door closed. Success will greet
you. Tonight: Get into a project with a loved one.

(%) SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

k%% A partner finally expresses his or her
opinions. What works for this person could sur-
prise you. Not everything is as simple as you
would like it to be. Keep moving forward, deal-
ing with facts. Schedule a discussion later in the
day, when you’re more relaxed. Tonight: Chat
over dinner.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

% %% * Your smile and positive ways finally
bring the results you want. Nothing happens quite
as you thought, but you adapt well. Financial mat-
ters play into your decisions. Think in terms of
gains and new directions. Tonight: Pay bills first.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

% %% What you hear could have you rethinking
a key day-to-day matter. Not everything occurs
as you would like. Use your instincts with a
money matter. You get a second wind as the day
gets older. Flow with the moment. Tonight:
Keep smiling.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Your friends gather around you. A child or
loved one finally chooses to loosen up. You have
reason to smile from ear to ear. Discuss your feel-
ings, as well. You could be surprised by what goes
on. Carefully consider your options over the next
few days. Tonight: Take some time for yourself.

%3/ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

% %% %% A boss pushes, and you have no choice
but to respond. Another gives you feedback that
could involve your family and home. Listen, but
don’t take anything for certain until you have the
check or a written agreement. Tonight: Celebrate.

94 QUOTE of the DAY

“The Arabs are backward people

who eat nothing but camel dung.”
— Winston Churchill (1874-1965)
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LOCAL

Five downtown eateries
closed after rodents found

MICE, from page 1

noticed this problem.”

Rifold said the city’s construction proj-
ects on the transit mall and the installation
of new water mains downtown brought the
mice. He said the city should take respon-
sibility for the restaurants’ problems.

“Basically, the problem
with a mice infestation is
that they defecate and
urinate where they eat.
And, of course, they don’t
wash their hands.”

— TERRANCE POWELL
L.A. County Health Department

“Once [mouse] habitat is disturbed they
head to the dumpsters or anywhere they
can find food,” he said. “We have done
everything we possibly can and we will
continue to do everything we possibly can,
but the city has to do its part here.”

Other owners, who requested anonymi-
ty, agreed with Rifold, saying the con-
struction is to blame.

The health department has dispatched
an extra inspector to the area for addition-
al inspections and to assist in the depart-
ment’s investigation into where the mice
problem is coming from.

Investigators are looking at sanitation in

the alleys, the effectiveness of trash pick-
up and whether garbage bins and trash
cans are being maintained.

“Ultimately, the responsibility for ver-
min remains with the operator” of the
restaurant, said Powell. “However, the city
in this case, whether it’s a common pest
problem or a trend, would want to be
involved.”

The health department has notified
Santa Monica of its investigation, Powell
said. City administrators did not return
phone calls seeking comment Monday.

“Basically, the problem with a mice
infestation is that they defecate and urinate
where they eat,” Powell said. “And, of
course, they don’t wash their hands.”

One complaint has been that garbage
bin lids maintained by the city are either
left open or have been removed by van-
dals, allowing rodents easy access.

Joe Delaney, operations manager of the
Santa Monica’s Solid Waste Department,
said all the dumpsters have lids, but people
leave them open or dump their garbage
next to the bin.

The department has received recent
reports of rodent problems in one of the
downtown parking structures, but the
city’s exterminators had been called in to
deal with the problem. Delaney said there
were no other reported rodent problems.

“When we dump our bins, there are
never any rodents at the bottom of them,”
he said.

The city empties its dumpsters, which
are mostly located in the parking struc-
tures, seven days a week at 6 a.m. and
twice on Fridays and Saturdays, he said. If
there is a problem, the health department
hasn’t told him of it, Delaney said.

Four public toilets may be
removed from downtown

By Daily Press staff

There could be fewer restrooms avail-
able downtown if a plan endorsed by a
board of downtown businesses is approved
by the Santa Monica City Council.

The Bayside District Corporation board
of trustees voted unanimously last week to
endorse a plan to phase out four of the six
public restrooms located in city-owned
downtown parking structures.

Many Bayside members believe the
restrooms are unsafe and often left in
unsanitary conditions by homeless people
and transients, who are often the ones
using them.

The board was about to launch an ambi-
tious $2 million remodeling of the rest-
rooms, but a recent $93 million parking
plan adopted by the city will demolish
many of those facilities.

Now the board has asked the city coun-
cil to remove four of the bathrooms so that
maintenance and police patrols can be
concentrated more effectively and to
investigate alternative locations for new
public restrooms.

Bayside recommended keeping the
restroom in the parking garage at 1440
Fourth Street open since it was recently
remodeled.

The other restroom to remain open was

left up to the city council, but many board
members believe the restroom at 1321
Second Street, could remain open since it
is the most accessible to the Third Street
Promenade.

The other public restrooms are located
at 1234 Fourth Street, 1320 Fourth Street,
1235 Second Street, and 1431 Second
Street.

By decreasing the number of public
facilities, there will be fewer places for
homeless people to go to the restroom,
other than in public streets, alleyways and
parks or on private property.

Bayside officials believe the decrease in
the number of public restrooms won’t
affect businesses or act as a deterrent to
shoppers coming downtown.

They said public restrooms located in
Santa Monica Place and private ones in
shops along the Promenade, including
many of the larger bookstores and the
movie theaters, would remain open.

The Bayside District Corporation is a
public-private management company in
partnership with the City of Santa Monica,
charged with the responsibility of oversee-
ing public safety, security, and mainte-
nance of streets surrounding the
Promenade, including the alleys and the
six city-owned parking structures.

A list of SM restaurants closed by mice

The Los Angeles County Department of Health posts the results of every restau-
rant inspection on their Web Site, www.lapublichealth.org/eh. Vistors can browse all
350,000 restuarants, bakeries and grocery stores in the county, and search by the
establishment’s name or address. Enter a zip code, and the Web Site will list the rat-
ings of every restuarant with in that postal region.

Here are the results of the recent closings of Santa Monica’s downtown restaurants:

CAROUSEL CAFE, 1601 OCEAN FRONT WALK, SANTA MONICA

Date Closed: April 17, 2002

Date Reopened: April 21, 2002

Reason for Closure: Prevention of entrance and harborage of vermin infestation
Vermin infestation

Before Closing: 84, B

GEORGE’S BISTRO, 1321 3RD ST PROMENADE, SANTA MONICA
Date Closed: April 18, 2002
Date Reopened: April 20, 2002
Reason for Closure: Prevention of entrance and harborage of vermin
Vermin infestation
Before Closing: 99, A

BRAVO CUCINA, 1319 3RD ST PROMENADE, SANTA MONICA

Date Closed: April 17, 2002

Date Reopened: April 19, 2002

Reason for Closure: Prevention of entrance and harborage of vermin
Vermin infestation

Before Closing: 92, A

JOHNNY ROCKETS, 1322 3RD ST PROMENADE A, SANTA MONICA

Date Closed: April 19, 2002

Date Reopened: April 21, 2002

Closed again: April 25

Re-opened: Still Closed

Reason for Closure: Prevention of entrance and harborage of vermin
Vermin infestation

Before Closing: 99, A

YANKEE DOODLES, 1410 3RD ST PROMENADE

Date Closed: April 26

Date Reopened: April 28

Reason for closing: Prevention of entrance and harborage of vermin
Vermin infestation

Before Closing: 93, A
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While most of us can agree that Santa
Monica is one of the best places to live,
it’s not without its problems. A recent
city survey revealed that residents’
biggest complaints are traffic and the
homeless. Those happen to be the same
complaints from the previous year. The
problems don’t seem to be going away
so this week, Q-Line wants to know how

you’d handle it. “If you ran the show
here, how would you make Santa
Monica better?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response. We’ll print them in Friday’s
paper. Please limit your comments to a
minute or less; it might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

TAXES

Al forms o All types » All states

AuDITS * BACK TAXES * BOOKKEEPING * SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310) 395-9922

429 SANTA MoNICA BLVD. STE. 710, SANTA MONICA 90401
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WARNING: ARRESTED!!

Free 24-hour recorded message has . Free report exposes .,
just been made available to anyvone You might NOT be guilty

Los Angeles-Local attorney reports: I’ve discovered that unfortunately, a lot of people seldom understand their
legal rights and end up going to jail without a fighting chance. By the time they find out, it’s usually too late. Most
people feel afraid and frustrated by not knowing where to turn. Many CRIMINAL or DRUNK DRIVING cases can be
won! Don’t end up going to jail.

Call today to receive your FREE copy of a special report entitled: “WHAT SHOULD I KNOW IF I AM
ARRESTED” guaranteed to inform you. Call our 24-hour recorded massage help line at 1-888-293-7806. Remember,
the call is FREE and so is the report. You won’t have to speak to anyone for your FREE report so call right NOW!

If you are facing CRIMINAL or DRUNK DRIVING charge, call the FREE 24-hour recorded message at
1-888-293-7806. The call is completely private and confidential.

Courtesy of the Law Offices of Lawrence Wolf

Charma
asian art & decorative accessories

Arts and Antiques from
Tibet ¢ India + Nepal

2443 Main Street + Santa Monica * 310.392.9035
dharmaart@earthlink.net

‘“Now’s the time to give your home that spring-fresh

feeling only Surfside Chem-Dry" can provide”

w1 Count On Spring Cleaning Specials
. r o $20.00 off Carpet Cleaning
‘ su rfs‘de Chemmy $15.00 off Upholstery Cleaning
e $10.00 off Pet Urine Removal Treatment
E [ i $10.00 off Dust Mite Anti-Allergen
i % - = Benefits of Chem-Dry Other Chem-Dry Services
= | e NoDirtAttractingResidue ~© Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning ] i

® Fast Drying 1 to 2 Hrs o Leather &Vinyl Cleaning
Enjoy the peace of mind o styysCleaner Longer o PetOdor& UrineRemoval  Sgmyips Samce Mpmicy, Bromerocd o
owing you’re usin| 1 . ==
the topgcnﬁpgt ‘:leﬂning o Safe and Non-Toxic ® Red DyeRemuval America's #1 Carpet Cleaning Franchise

® No Shrinkage or Mildew
o Deep Carbonated Cleaning

® Carpet Repairs & Resireiches — 3 @ a s ===

process in the business. . e
© Oriental Rug Specialists 200-200- 067 O

Independently Ouned and Operated

Internet Connections

Starting at
$59.45/mo!

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed
DSL at my home, I have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet in
a whole new way.”|

—Biill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account includes:

e 24/7 Internet connection

e 7 days/week-tech support

e 6MB personal weh space

e free local dial-up acct

e over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who

travel. (a metered service).

786k to-7.1M Now Available

LABridge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416
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OPINION

LETTERS

Districts limit what owners can do with property

Editor:

A response to your article of 4/22/02, “History repeating itself in Santa Monica.”

Make no mistake, when a historical district is formed, individual property owners
are giving up their property rights. They add yet another layer of control to their
properties. The district member will be forced to submit plans and drawings to a
committee of his/her neighbors when they want to change the exterior paint color,
add a window or remove a tree or simply add air conditioning. Any exterior alter-
ations go first to the group of neighbors, and then to landmarks commissioners. The
district contributors must meet a set of “guidelines” as interpreted by the neighbors
first. All of these torturous meetings do not waive the requirements of planning,
building and safety, traffic, arbolist and any other department required in remodeling.

I speak with knowledge. I live in the Third Street District. I am appealing the land-
mark’s decision against my proposed two-car garage to the city council. The only
reason for this long and costly process is because I am in the Third Street Historical
District. My garage would be approved if not for my being in the Third Street
District, that’s a quote from the planning department on 10/18/2001. The additional
cost involved applying to the local neighbors and then the landmarks commission has
been enormous, including hiring of experts, retaining an attorney, not to mention the
plan re-draws and lots and lots of my time. The appeal process will add additional
thousands to the final cost.

If you feel your home should be preserved, request landmark commissioners to
designate it as a landmark. Districts are not about preservation of unique properties
but control of property by a few active neighbors. NO MORE DISTRICTS. It’s a tak-
ing of property rights and an addition of more controls by neighbors and government.

The Third Street District has forced out a large number of renters and returned the
houses to single family status resulting in many less occupants. And it’s stopped one
condo building. My neighbors call it “preservation” and “protection.” As I see it, it’s
the “I’ve got mine” elitist point of view. My generation questioned authority. The
supporters of the district embrace it.

If our block were not a district, we would still be a place where people walk their
dogs and play with their kids in the front yard, by the very nature of our wonderful
Ocean Park community. Its proximity to the beach, Main Street, its modest hill and
wonderful air make our community unique. We don’t need a district to help us enjoy
the outdoors ... and we are not a museum.

Not everyone in the Third Street Historic District is happy with the yoke of con-
trol referred to as preservation. I am not alone in my dislike of the district. We were
told we could modify our homes in 1990 when they pushed through the district. That
has proved to be a false hood in my experience. I’ve lived in my home for over 15
years. If there were any one thing I could change, it would be removal from the Third
Street Historical District.

Shirley Bly
Santa Monica

Put the parking underground

Editor:

The Santa Monica City Council should reconsider underground parking for the
civic center. Throughout public testimony, the two most common requests were play-
ing fields and affordable housing. If we remove the surface parking and build under-
ground, more room would be available to expand these areas. Underground parking
structures could also be used for shuttling purposes.

We need long-term, sustainable planning for the civic center. This property should
be utilized to its fullest potential; underground parking needs to be included.

Joe Weichman
Santa Monica

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of
the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged,
as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is
our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are
unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All
letters must include the authors name and telephone number for purposes of verifi-
cation. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 530 Wilshire Boulevard,
Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest
editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Send your letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica ¢ 90401
sack@smdp.com
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Employee credits clergy
with getting her job back

UNION, from page 1

have shown that we have the right to
organize for better working conditions.”

The Hotel Employee, Restaurant
Employee Union Local 814 has launched
a public campaign to organize the hotel’s
workers. They have held rallies at a
recent Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School Board meeting and at Santa
Monica High School.

The school district leases the land to the
Doubletree, located just west of Santa
Monica High School. Union organizers
have spurred the school district into re-eval-
uating its lease with the hotel because rents
have not increased in the past two years.

They hope the school district will be
able to re-negotiate its lease with the
hotel, and in the process help settle the
long-standing labor dispute. The city has
helped unions become established in
hotels leased on publicly-owned land.

“Unionization efforts at the Doubletree
should be similar to what happened at the
Pacific Shore Hotel,” Arnold said.
“Because it’s on city-owned property,
when they went to the city (council) for
permission to remodel their units, as part
of the deal they settled the labor peace and
allowed unionization to move forward.”

Currently, the Pacific Shore Hotel,
1819 Ocean Ave., and The Fairmont
Miramar Hotel, 101 Wilshire Blvd., are

Woman bakes
for more than

By The Associated Press

LANCASTER — Twenty-three years
ago, a California Highway Patrol officer
stopped to help Winnie Gentry, who was
stranded in the fog.

Talk about sweet rewards. For more
than two decades, “Miss Winnie” has
been thanking police, firefighters and oth-
ers by personally delivering homemade
cakes about once a week.

“I looove giving those cakes,” she said.
“You see these guys’ eyes light up, just
like the little kids.”

Gentry’s husband of 54 years, James,
died about a year ago, so now the 72-year-
old is packing up her mixer, her recipes and
her pans and heading for her native Ohio to
be closer to relatives who live in Dayton.

“She’s really dear to our hearts. Her
cakes are a treat, and they’re appreciat-
ed,” Los Angeles County sheriff’s Capt.
Tom Pigott said. “We’re envious of who-
ever gets her cakes now.”

Gentry’s white Lincoln sedan carries
the license plate CHP CAKE — a gift
from the Highway Patrol.

Gentry has no intention of hanging up
her bundt cakes, which come in flavors like
chocolate and lemon, and ooze frosting.

“You retire, you die,” she said.

Winnie has been living in Lancaster,

the only beachfront resorts with a union-

ized workforce.
Union officials said there are efforts to

organize all the large hotels in Santa
Monica, but they would only confirm
active efforts at Loews Santa Monica
Beach Hotel, 1700 Ocean Ave., and at the
Doubletree.

“Unionization efforts at the
Doubletree should be
similar to what happened at
the Pacific Shore Hotel.”

— ABBY ARNOLD
Living wage activist

Hotel employees have accused the
management of large beachfront hotels of
threatening workers sympathetic to
unions by selectively firing and cutting
their hours after the economic slowdown
related to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Hotel management would like to wage
their own campaign against unionization,
but union members want a vote by ballot,
which prevents a campaign and the results
cannot be challenged.

cakes for cops
two decades

about 70 miles north of Los Angeles, for
about 25 years — since James retired
from a 30-year stint with the Navy.

A two-time cancer survivor herself,
Gentry owns a wig and jewelry store
called “Winnie’s Place” that often caters
to chemotherapy patients who lose hair
during treatment.

In the beginning she wanted to show
her appreciation because a CHP officer
came to her aid after heavy fog stranded
her along Highway 101 at night.

Soon, she was baking about 80 cakes a
month, serving up gratitude cakes to police
officers, firefighters, and public employees
in city hall and the district attorney’s office.
Even neighborhood kids who got straight
A’s on their report cards got cakes.

While househunting in Dayton,
Gentry zeroed in on a new recipient for
her treats — a neighborhood assistant
pastor who works full-time as a state
police commander.

“I told him to expect some cakes,” she
said.

The only one who doesn’t benefit from
Gentry’s generosity is her. She can’t eat
cake because she has diabetes.

“The doctor says I can make all the
cakes [ want as long as I don’t eat them,”
she said.
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Desert Dome

Nati Harnik/Associated Press
Zoo patrons stand in line as they wait to enter the recently opened Desert
Dome at Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha, Neb., earlier this month. The world’s
largest indoor replica of a desert has become a hit with more than 73,000
people from 11 states walking the Desert Dome’s sandy paths during its
opening week in late March.

‘Suspicious activity’ turns
US Airways flight around

BY PATRICK WALTERS

Associated Press Writer

PHILADELPHIA — The FBI told
passengers on a flight forced to return
after takeoff that their plane was rerouted
because several passengers of Middle
Eastern descent had purchased one-way
tickets for cash that day, passengers said

Monday.
In Houston, meanwhile, several staff
members from the Saudi Arabian

Embassy were detained while trying to
board a flight at Bush Intercontinental
Airport on Sunday. They were released
after their identities were confirmed,
Houston FBI spokesman Bob Doguim
said Monday.

FBI spokeswoman Linda Vizi would
not confirm the accounts about Sunday’s
flight from Philadelphia to Orlando, Fla.,
but said the suspicious passengers were
interviewed and released early Monday
without being charged.

“We were able to determine their trav-
el plans were legitimate and their identi-
ties were legitimate,” Vizi said. “We have
checked out the documentation of these
individuals, and everything is in order.”

Passengers Glenn Mattes, 48, and Jack
Clark, 55, said FBI agents also told pas-
sengers that two other planes, one in
Houston and the other in Baltimore, were
grounded because passengers of Middle
Eastern descent had bought one-way tick-
ets that day for cash.

Vizi would not comment on that
account.

Pete Gulotta, an FBI spokesman in
Baltimore, said his office was asked to
check the names of seven Middle Eastern
men boarding a plane for Dallas at
Baltimore-Washington International
Sunday morning. After checking, airport
officials were told there was no reason to
detain the men, Gulotta said.

“There was not any suspicious activity,
there was no reason to hold these people

as far as we were concerned,” Gulotta
said. “All we did was check some names.”

Mattes and Clark were among 134 peo-
ple aboard the US Airways flight from
Philadelphia to Orlando, Fla., which the
FBI acknowledged was turned around
Sunday because some passengers were
thought to be engaged in “suspicious
activity.”

The individuals were taken off the
flight without incident and questioned by
the FBI, Vizi said late Sunday. Bomb-
sniffing dogs found no explosives, she
said.

Federal air marshals contacted the FBI
about the passengers, Vizi said. US
Airways Flight 335 was ordered to return
to Philadelphia and landed at 7:05 p.m.,
less than an hour after takeoff.

It was taken to the old international ter-
minal of Philadelphia International
Airport, which is seldom used and is far
from the main terminals.

“We landed and we’re sitting around
almost two hours. Finally, they said the
FBI’s coming on the plane and that’s
when the wave of emotion hits everyone,”
said Clark, of Blue Bell.

Passengers said four or five people had
been acting suspiciously.

Clark said that after the suspicious pas-
sengers were removed, an FBI agent told
the remaining passengers about the
Baltimore and Houston flights and said
the other planes had been stopped before
taking off.

“At that point everyone is clapping and
cheering,” Clark said.

Most of the remaining passengers went
through security screening a second time
and were sent to Orlando.

“From an abundance of caution since
September 11, we want to make sure that
everyone gets to their destination safely,”
Vizi said Sunday night.

An airline representative referred ques-
tions to the FBI.
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Chili conditions close I-80

By The Associated Press

GREEN RIVER, Wyo. — The weath-
er can still turn chilly in southwest
Wyoming in late April, but that’s not why
a snowplow was needed on Interstate §0.

The westbound lanes about 20 miles
west of town were closed for about an
hour Thursday after a semi truck with a
trailer full of Hormel chili rear-ended
another semi.

The momentum of the wreck caused
the chili cans to smash through the front
of the trailer. The cans broke open and
soon the pavement was slick with beans
and meat, according to the Wyoming

Highway Patrol.

A snowplow had to be called out to
clear the mess.

Emergency crews rescued the trapped
driver of the chili truck by cutting through
the bottom of the cab. The driver was
taken to a hospital for evaluation.

Patrol Lt. Dave Gray said the crash
happened when the first semi, which was
pulling a flatbed trailer with a heavy load
of cardboard, crept up a hill at about 20
miles per hour.

The truck with the chili was going
much faster and was unable to slow down
in time, according to Gray.

‘Fargo’ cabin goes for $10k

By The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — A piece of dis-
turbing Minnesota movie history is mov-
ing to Wisconsin.

With just seven seconds to spare before
bidding closed in an Internet auction,
Lindy Martin, 26, bid $10,000 for a small
cabin featured in the movie “Fargo.”

Martin said late Saturday that she and
her mother, Elsie Martin, are buying it
together. They plan to move it to a lot in
Barnes, Wis., about an hour east of
Duluth.

“We thought it would be a quick way to
get a cabin, to buy a fully functional one
and just get it done,” Lindy Martin said.

The cabin is the setting for the climac-
tic scene in the 1996 Coen brothers’

movie. Kidnappers hide out at the cabin
and one of them meets a gruesome end in
a wood chipper.

In the movie, the cabin is near
Brainerd, in north-central Minnesota. But
in real life, it’s on Square Lake, about
seven miles north of Stillwater, on the
eastern edge of the state.

Rich Cummings, who owns the land
and plans to build a full-sized home there,
was pleased with the outcome and a little
nostalgic for the 1958 cabin, which meas-
ures 18-by-36 feet and has no running
water, indoor plumbing or insulation.

“We had a group of people out there for
a party last Sunday, kind of a farewell to
it,” he said. “We had about 100 people in
that little cabin, and it was just a blast.”

Kid suspended from middle
school for dying his hair blue

By The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — The American
Civil Liberties Union has gotten involved
in the case of a middle-school student
who was suspended from school for hav-
ing blue hair.

Jesse Doyle, a sixth-grader at Norview
Middle School, has been told that he can-
not return to class until has hair has been
“returned to its original color,” according
to his mother, Kim McConnell.

McConnell said she was especially sur-
prised by the school’s action because she
has an older son in the Norfolk school sys-
tem who “has been coloring his hair for
two years, and has never had a problem.”

Ironically, she said she let Jesse dye his
hair “as a reward for getting good grades.”

Rebecca K. Glenberg, legal director for
the Virginia ACLU, faxed a letter Friday
to Norview principal Vivian Hester. The
letter explained the ACLU’s contention
that Doyle’s suspension “violates both
school policy and the U.S. Constitution,”
the ACLU said.

The school contends brightly colored
hair can be disruptive.

ACLU Virginia executive director
Kent Willis said the issue is about more
than “one kid’s little desire to have blue
hair. Ultimately, it’s about the right to
express yourself.”

Teen charged in plot to poison
punch at Iowa high school prom

By The Associated Press

VILLISCA, lowa — A teen-ager has
been charged with administering a dan-
gerous substance after he allegedly plot-
ted to poison the punch at the Villisca
High School prom.

Robert David Dumler, 15, initially
faced a more serious felony charge of ter-
rorism. But Montgomery County Attorney
Bruce said Monday that the terrorism
charge must involve firing a weapon or the
use of an incendiary device.

Dumler was arrested Friday night after
reports that he planned to spike the punch
at Saturday’s dance with a substance that
would make people seriously ill or kill
them, Police Chief Butch Rulla said.

“This young man was unhappy with

some other students, a couple in particu-
lar,” Rulla said Sunday. “Fortunately we
had a couple of other juveniles he confid-
ed in and they came forward.”

Rulla said another teen turned over a
plastic vial of an unknown liquid that
belonged to Dumler. The liquid was being
tested.

“He claimed it was just a joke,” Rulla
said. “But those aren’t good jokes.”

Dumler was being held in the
Southwest lowa Juvenile Detention Center
pending a court appearance June 18.

A woman who answered the phone at
Dumler’s house refused to comment and
said she would pass on a request for com-
ment to the boy’s father or lawyer, once
one is hired. A juvenile court officer said
a lawyer will be appointed.
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Three down, 12 to go for
defending champion Lakers

BY JOHN NADEL
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles
Lakers figure they’ll find a way to win.

That confidence has helped them
accomplish an unprecedented feat in
sports — 19 wins in 20 playoff games.

The Lakers’ latest victory was perhaps
the most improbable of the run that start-
ed with a 116-111 win over Indiana in the
clinching Game 6 of the 2000 NBA
Finals. It continued with a 15-1 postsea-
son last spring and the 3-0 beginning to
these playoffs.

And it came after they showed why
many believe they’re more vulnerable this
time around as they shoot for their third
straight championship.

Vulnerable? Perhaps.

Battle-tested and clutch? No doubt.

And that’s how the Lakers became the
first baseball, football, basketball or hock-
ey team ever to go 19-1 in a span of 20
postseason games.

“It took the pressure of the game-end-
ing situation for them to step it up and
play the way they should play,” coach
Phil Jackson said following Sunday’s 92-
91 victory over the Portland Trail Blazers,
giving the Lakers a first-round sweep and
a week off before they face San Antonio
or Seattle in the second round.

After the Blazers took an 89-84 lead on
Rasheed Wallace’s rebound basket with
39 seconds remaining that left their bench
delirious with joy, the Lakers systemati-
cally put Portland away with a game-fin-
ishing 8-2 run capped by Robert Horry’s
3-pointer with 2.1 seconds left.

He got the open shot this time compli-
ments of a Kobe Bryant pass — a play
Bryant hasn’t always been willing or able
to make.

Bryant, who flicked the ball to a
wide-open Horry in the right corner after
being double-teamed as he dribbled
toward the basket.

Horry’s shot was clean. And after a
Portland turnover, it was game over.

Actually, everything changed for Bryant
before last year’s playoffs, when he sat out
nine games and most of a 10th because of
a sprained ankle. That was on the heels of
his well-publicized feud with Shaquille
O’Neal — now just a distant memory.

When Bryant returned with four games
left in the regular season, it was apparent
he learned during his absence that he
could benefit himself and his team more
by reading the defense, not just always try-
ing to make the winning play by himself.

O’Neal recognized Bryant’s growth by
proclaiming him the best player in the
world during the Lakers’ four-game
sweep of San Antonio during the Western
Conference finals.

Horry’s game-winner in Portland
wouldn’t have happened had Bryant not
made a 3-pointer of his own with 12.7
seconds to play thanks in part to a screen
by O’Neal that freed Bryant near the top
of the key.

“A beautiful pick, I was wide open,”
Bryant said.

Of Horry’s game-winner, Bryant said:
“It’s hard to describe what it feels like
when the ball is floating through the air
like that, and you know it’s going in. All I
was thinking was, cash.”

FENG SHUI SERVICES

€.

HOMES &

BUSINESSES

TRADITIONAL FENG SHUI
ENYIRONMENTAL PLANNING

GISI STUPP, AFSS + PHONE: (310) 664-1419

E-MAILL: GISIT68@A0QL.COM - WEB SITE: GIS1168.COM

SERVING THE WESTSIDE
WITH THREE GENERATIONS
OF CLOTHIERS

631 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

310-393-9996

www.mikecaruso.com

MENSWEAR

Fine dress and casual clothing,
formal wear, sales & rentals

PROM SPECIAL

20 OFF

... any tuxedo rental
or purchase if ordered
more than 2 weekRs in
advance of prom with

mention of this ad.

since 1944

National Baskethall Association playoff schedule

By The Associated Press

FIRST ROUND-Best-of-5 (All times EDT.)
Saturday, April 20

Indiana 89, New Jersey 83
Sacramento 89, Utah 86
San Antonio 110, Seattle 89
Charlotte 80, Orlando 79

Sunday, April 21

Boston 92, Philadelphia 82
Boston leads series 1-0
Dallas 101, Minnesota 94
Dallas leads series 1-0

L.A. Lakers 95, Portland 87,
L.A. Lakers lead series 1-0
Detroit 85, Toronto 63
Detroit leads series 1-0

Monday, April 22

New Jersey 95, Indiana 79
series tied 1-1
Seattle 98, San Antonio 90
series tied 1-1

Tuesday, April 23

Orlando 111, Charlotte 103, OT
series tied 1-1

Utah 93, Sacramento 86

series tied 1-1

Wednesday, April 24

Detroit 96, Toronto 91
Detroit leads series 2-0
Dallas 122, Minnesota 110,
Dallas leads series 2-0

Thursday, April 25

Boston 93, Philadelphia 85
Boston leads series 2-0

L.A. Lakers 103, Portland 96,
Lakers leads series 2-0

Friday, April 26

New Jersey 85, Indiana 84
New Jersey leads series 2-1

Saturday, April 27

Charlotte 110, Orlando 100, OT
Charlotte leads series 2-1
Sacramento 90, Utah 87
Sacramento leads series 2-1
San Antonio 102, Seattle 75
San Antonio leads series 2-1
Toronto 94, Detroit 84

Detroit leads series 2-1

Sunday, April 28

Philadelphia 108, Boston 103
Boston leads series 2-1
Dallas 115, Minnesota 102
Dallas wins series 3-0

L.A. Lakers 92, Portland 91
L.A. Lakers win series 3-0

Monday, April 29

Detroit 83, Toronto 89
Series tied 2-2
Sacramento at Utah, late

Tuesday, April 30

Charlotte at Orlando, TBA
New Jersey at Indiana, TBA

Wednesday, May 1

Boston at Philadelphia, TBA, if necessary
San Antonio at Seattle, TBA

Thursday, May 2

Indiana at New Jersey, TBA, if necessary
Toronto at Detroit, TBA
Utah at Sacramento, TBA, if necessary

Friday, May 3

Philadelphia at Boston, TBA, if necessary
Orlando at Charlotte, TBA, if necessary
Seattle at San Antonio, TBA, if necessary
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Powell expects deal on siege at Bethlehem church

BY BARRY SCHWEID
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON — An agreement to end Israel’s
siege of Bethlehem is likely soon, Secretary of State
Colin Powell said Monday.

While difficult discussions remain, Powell said at a
news conference, all the elements of an accord are in place.

A breakthrough on Bethlehem, following the one
Sunday that freed Yasser Arafat from confinement in
Ramallah, would give U.S. diplomacy in the Middle East
its biggest boost in months.

“I think there is a solution,” Powell said, providing no
details. U.S. and Israeli officials said privately it proba-
bly would be based on Israel’s proposal to offer the ter-
ror suspects holed up in the Church of the Nativity a
choice of exile or trial in Israel.

“I think it will be resolved in the near future,” Powell
said.

But in evaluating the situation earlier Monday,
President Bush’s spokesman, Ari Fleischer, cautioned
that “nothing in the Middle East is easy.”

The liberation of Arafat ends the Palestinian leader’s
confinement in Ramallah since December and in his bat-
tered headquarters in the West Bank city for a month.

“He’s free to go whenever and wherever he wants to
go,” State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said.

At the same time, Boucher urged U.N. officials to con-
sider Israel’s complaints about the composition of a fact-
finding delegation to a Palestinian refugee camp in Jenin.
“The United Nations should work with the parties
involved, the Israelis and Palestinians, to try to coordi-
nate on this mission,” Boucher said.

“We look forward to a thorough and impartial assess-
ment from this team to the secretary-general (Kofi Annan)
of the recent events in Jenin,” the U.S. official said.

Israel, fearing a smear campaign, has sought to revise
composition of the delegation. It has denied allegations
that Israeli forces massacred scores of civilians while
hunting down terror suspects and blocked the inspection.

Secretary of State Colin Powell has tried to broker a
compromise. He told the Senate last week that Assistant
Secretary of State William Burns had found no sign of a
massacre during a 3 1/2-hour inspection of the camp.

White House spokesman Ari Fleischer said
President Bush was pleased with steps taken to end the

crisis in Ramallah.

“The president is pleased with the action over the
weekend and pleased with the initial follow-through, but
it’s going to have to be closely monitored,” Fleischer said.

“Nothing in the Middle East is easy. Nothing stays as
hopeful as you’d like it to be for long,” he said.

The wanted men at Arafat’s headquarters will be
placed under American and British monitoring “in very
short order,” Fleischer said.

National security adviser Condoleezza Rice said the
weekend agreement was “one way to help move this
process forward.” But she said both sides need to do far
more to end the violence.

Addressing a foreign policy forum, Rice praised the land-
for-peace plan being pushed by Saudi Arabia, even though
she said that “every element of it may not be workable” and
that many of the details would be subject to negotiation.

She said the fact that Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah
was pushing the plan, offering recognition of Israel in
exchange for the lands the Arabs lost in the 1967 Mideast
war, showed that Saudi Arabia was willing to become
“engaged, as Jordan and Egypt have, in bringing peace to
the region as a whole.”

The deal crystallizing over Bethlehem would give the
gunmen sought by Israel a choice of exile or prosecution
by Israel, according to a well-placed Israeli diplomat.
Two U.S. officials also told The Associated Press on con-
dition of anonymity that a breakthrough may be immi-
nent. They declined to provide details.

Israel would withdraw its troops from the biblical city,
as it will from Ramallah, although there is little doubt
they would return if terror strikes Israel again.

On this tactic, the Bush administration remained at
odds with Israel.

Boucher renewed a three-week-old U.S. demand for a
total pullback. And, he said, Israel should refrain from
further incursions.

Palestinian officials disputed reports that a deal on the
Church of the Nativity would soon be struck. “These are
unbased rumors,” said Bethlehem Mayor Hanna Nasser,
a Palestinian negotiator.

Another, Salah Taameri, said the Palestinians still
objected to exile or Israeli trials for the wanted men. “We
are sticking to our stand that there will be no exiling of
anyone outside his country. We have one position, which

is that the people wanted by Israel should go to Gaza
without being detained or placed under Israeli investiga-
tion,” he said.

Arafat’s imminent release from confinement prompted
Bush to call on him again to end anti-Israel violence. The
president also invited other leaders in the region “to bare
their soul” with ideas for permanently resolving the crisis.

Nasser Shiyouhki/Associated Press
Israeli soldiers arrest Palestinian men and youths in
the West Bank town of Hebron on Monday. Israeli
forces entered Hebron at about 4:30 a.m., with
tanks and armored personnel carriers driving in
from all directions. Nine Palestinians, including six
civilians, were killed by Israeli fire, Palestinian wit-
nesses said.

Senator, Supreme Court justice speak to students

BY JENNIFER PETER

Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — Young Americans have a responsibility
to share their experiences in a democracy with citizens
living under totalitarian regimes, Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy told Boston students on Monday.

“You have to give them the benefit of your mistakes,
your fears, your hopes, your dreams,” he said at a forum
at Boston Latin Academy.

In a rare appearance with an elected official, Kennedy
joined Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., in challenging
students to explore American values and stereotypes fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The forum was part of the “Dialogue on Freedom”
program, conceived by Justice Kennedy after the terror-
ist attacks to promote the discussion of American civic
values and their compatibility with other cultures.

In conjunction with the American Bar Association,
Justice Kennedy is leading classroom discussions around
the country, beginning with a January forum with first
lady Laura Bush.

During Monday’s hour-long discussion with about
two dozen seniors, Justice Kennedy presented students
with a fictitious country, Quest, where unemployment is
high, wages are low and an anti-Western leader is about
to take power.

What would they say, Justice Kennedy asked, if a
woman citizen of Quest told them that she supported this
leader even though he did not support women’s rights?

“If she wants to give up her freedom, then that’s her
decision, but I can’t live like that,” said Meghan Copson,
18.

But, Justice Kennedy challenged, isn’t there some
shared moral value indicating that the suppression of
women’s rights is wrong?

Copson disagreed. “They have their culture and we

have our culture. It’s not necessarily wrong.”

While Justice Kennedy focused on sharing American
values with countries that have not yet endorsed democ-
racy, Sen. Kennedy emphasized the need for continued

vigilance at home.

“Rights are at risk even in a democracy,” the senator
said. “You can’t say that just because you have a democ-
racy, you don’t have to do anything.”

Ocean trash helps tiny animals invade
new environments, study suggests

BY MALCOLM RITTER

washing up on shores,’

’ Barnes said. Jim McClintock, a professor of

AP Science Writer

Bottles, cigarette lighters and
other floating trash in the world’s
oceans often carry tiny animals, pos-
ing a threat of delivering invasive
species that could disrupt natural
environments, especially in the
Antarctic, a study says.

David Barnes of the British
Antarctic Survey in Cambridge,
England, examined about 200 items
of debris that washed onshore on
each of 30 islands from the Arctic to
the Antarctic. Across the locations,
some 20 percent to 80 percent of this
flotsam was man-made, chiefly plas-
tic, he said.

The highest proportions were
found in the Antarctic, which largely
lacks natural debris like tree parts or
volcanic rock.

“In many places plastic represents
more than 50 percent of all material

Nylon line, fuel drums, fishing
buoys and even milk crates were
among the items his survey found.

In tropical areas, up to half the
overall debris he examined was col-
onized by such creatures as coral-
like bryozoans, barnacles, worms
and mollusks, he reports in the April
25 issue of the journal Nature.

In these areas, Barnes noted, nat-
ural debris has long served as rafts
for such creatures, and the rubbish
adds to the potential for spreading
invasive species.

None of the debris he found at
Antarctic sites held animal life, prob-
ably because such creatures can’t
survive in the cold, he said.

But that natural barrier to incoming
life might weaken with future global
warming, letting new animals enter an
environment that has been isolated,
Barnes said. That could cause great
harm to native life, he said.

polar and marine biology at the
University of  Alabama  at
Birmingham, agreed that Barnes had
pointed out a potential threat to
Antarctic life, but stressed that it’s a
future one.

“It’s not going to happen tomor-
row,” McClintock said.

More generally, Barnes’ work
underlines the importance of marine
trash as a vehicle — or “vector” — for
spreading invasive species, said James
Carlton, professor of marine sciences
at Williams College and director of the
maritime studies program at Mystic
Seaport in Connecticut.

“We’ve known about the possible
role of plastics before,” Carlton said.
“But what he’s pointing out is that
this is a seriously understudied vec-
tor ... He’s got an interesting and
compelling data set there that makes
us want to run out and see what’s
going on.”
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Author writes 9-11 Pentagon attack staged (A, LIS
¢ Thierry Meyssan's book "The Frightening Fraud" became a best seller in France with its thesis o —
that the U.S. government staged the attack on the Pentagon on Sept. 11. 4 S @@)
» Two people commandeered a Krispy Kreme truck with its back door open and led police on a
chase that created a 15-mile-long trail of scattered doughnuts (Slidell, La.). Includes:
* A nursing home complained that the unionizing vote by its workers should be overturned since - Wreath -
someone put a series of voodoo signs around the workplace, thus frightening the home's large k?:xe;aﬂ E:gf::ﬁ“ghoes, " . .
Haitian-American work force (Miami). *Dream Cryogenic Chamber Barbie creator dies.

* The annual April Fool's ice cream flavor this year at the Wahlburger restaurant was vanilla diced Sold Separately! -News ltem
with hamburger sandwiches (bun, lettuce, meat); last year, french fries were used (Avon, N.Y.).
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CLASSIFIEDS

Spring Cleaning? Classifieds for $1 per day.

up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word

Santa MWonica Daily Press

call 310-458-7737 and make some cash off your new, clean house.

@

Croative _Ji Forsae JI__ ForAent J§  Roommates assage ] Services |

Advertise your art in the
Daily Press.

$1.00 DOLLAR A DAY
Special rate!

ARTIST SUPPORT project.
Creative people, new meet-
ings in Santa Monica. Not
12 step. Call (310)452-0851

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM Framing
at wholesale prices. Lots of art
below gallery prices. Call Sheila
(310)659-2600.

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more!
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

Employment

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, full time
Circulation manager need-
ed immediately. Must have
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and
proof of insurance. Must
be detail oriented, and will-
ing to work early mornings
(3am to 8am), six days a
week. Duties include, pick
up of newspapers, distri-
bution to rack, box and
drop locations, develop-
ment of new territory, rack
and box maintenance, dai-
ly communication with of-
fice management of one
other driver. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

CREDIT CARD Machine — Also
does Check Guarantee. Great
Condition — Under Warranty
$395.00 310-729-4461

LITTON MICRO-MULTIWAVE
Unit for large kitchen. Never
used. $130.00 Rick (310)829-
5386.

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO
DO WITH ALL OF THAT JUNK
UNDER YOUR BED? GET
SOME DINERO FOR IT! SELL
IT IN THE SANTA MONICA

DAILY PRESS FOR A BUCK!
310.458.7737

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD
JEWELRY AND OTHER
UNUSUAL OLD
INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

WIN A $500 ring, up to 50% off
quality jewelry under $600
www.jewelrydiscounter.com

ISO TLC Generous single white
male. Over 40. SBF into interra-
cial relationship seeks weekly
allowance + private
room/bath. Prefer a church go-
ing  catholic/christian  faith.
Westside/any city. (562) 678-
5246

WANTED!
NEED a room within walking
distance of St. John’s Hospi-
tal with bathing facility. Per-
manent. Rental. (310)393-
3541.

EARLY MORNING delivery.
Newspaper delivery per-
son needed to deliver the
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Must have own vehicle, in-
surance and clean driving
record. Responsible for
delivery six days a week,
from 3am to 7am. Must be
detail oriented, reliable and
responsible. Good pay.
Call 310-458-7737 x 104.

Find that STELLAR employee
by running a help wanted ad in
the only daily newspaper in
town. Maybe you’ll find some-
one who reads! C’mon, it's only
a dollar a day. 310.458.7737

HAIRSTYLIST COME join
Manu’s friendly team. Booth
rental or commission. Great in-
centatives. Contact Brenda
(310)829-2554.

MALIBU AREA real estate de-
veloper seeks part time, ac-
countant / controller. Quick-
books & Excel a must. Fax re-
sume to (310)317-6764.

BEVERLY HILLS $1400.00 2
bdrm, pet ok, R/S, hardwd
floors, A/C, large closets, W/D,
gtd parking. Westside Rentals
395-RENT.

MARINA DEL REY $1432
BRAND NEW! $1432 & up.
1,2,3 bedroom. Free T-1 inter-
net, Refrig, W/D, Pool, Spa,
Gym, Sauna, Theatre, Con-
cierge. Chateau Marina
(888)890-8401

MARINA DEL REY $1872+
BRAND NEW! $1872+ 1,2,&3
bedrooms. Free T-1 internet, re-
frig, W/D, Pool, Spa, Gym, Sau-
na, Theatre, Concierge. Cha-
teau Marina (888)890-8401.

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $999.00 to
$1400.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Promenade area!
(310)207-3456

SANTA MONICA $775.00 1
bdrm, R/S, carpets, near SMC,
parking included. Westside
Rentals 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $995.00 Car-
pets, pl, laundry, gt nghbrhd,
parking incl. Westside Rentals
395-RENT.

VENICE $1350.00 Nice 1+1.
Hardwood floors. W/D in unit.
1128 6th Ave. Cat OK.
(310)399-7235

W. LOS Angeles $775.00 1
bdrm, 1 bath, appliances, no
pets, 10957 National Bilvd.,
#B1/2. Unit is located in rear
behind house.

WESTWOOD $1295.00 2 bdrm,
great location, parking included.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin’s!
Find a sweet guest house in the
Daily Press.

PACIFIC PALISADES $575.00
Large furnished private bed-
room/studio. Laundry privileges.
Near town/beach. Share full
bath. Female only! (310)454-
1282.

ROOM FOR RENT $600.00 1
bdrm, shared bath, street park-
ing, utilities, cable, laundry in-
cluded. Euclid/Broadway
(310)395-1516

SANTA MONICA $475.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, R/S, -carpets,
large closets. laundry, part utilit-
ies. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

WESTWOOD $450.00 Private
bedroom, R/S, carpets, A/C,
fireplace, laundry, walk to
UCLA, parking included. West-
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by Steve Aguilar & Associates, Inc.

FREE Real Estate Reports & Area Listings at
www.AnthonyHitt.com

side Rentals 395-RENT.
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Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1150.00 2
bdrm Twnhse, R/S, large clos-
ets, near SMC, parking includ-
ed. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1750 1 bed-
room, 1 bath. Hardwood floors,
deck, front lawns, new applian-
ces, lovely. 607 Ashland near
Main/beach. (310)399-4170.

SANTA MONICA $4000.00 N.
of Montana. 3bdrm/2bath Large
living room & separate dining
room with immaculate hard-
wood floors. New carpet, new

paint throughout. Bright and
airy. (310)394-6413
SANTA  MONICA  $775.00

Guest house, R/S, carpets, util-
ities included. Westside Rentals
395-RENT.

SANTA  MONICA 41200.00
House, R/S, W/D hkps, garage.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

WESTWOOD $1150.00 Cot-
tage Style Duplex, hardwood
floors, yard, garage. Westside
Rentals 395-RENT.

WESTWOOD/WALK TO UCLA
$450 1 bedroom apartment with
den, to share. Females prefer-
red. Eddie (310)403-5114.

Commercial Lease

THIRD ST. Promenade Small
and large office suites available.
Great for entrepreneur or small
business. Call (310)613-1415.

DR.-TRAINED MASSEUR.
Totally Pleasing Body-work
by THOR. Comfortable & Pri-
vate. Ask about special
rates. (310)829-5386

MASSAGE  EN-
JOY a really great, amazing
and wonderful full body
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue and Tantra. (Platonic
only!) No time limit.  Will
come to you. 24/7 Cute,
slim, fit, petite mature choc-
olate. 14 years experi-
ence. Dolly's  pager
(310)236-9627.

SIX CLIENTS A Day...It's possi-
ble if you choose to promote
your rub downs in the Daily
Press. It's only a buck a day!
Call now....(310)458-7737.
SWEDISH MASSAGE In/Out
call pampering. Be pleasured
by the lovely Dessarae.
(310)319-0462.

VERY FIT 29yr old offers new
clients stong deep-tissue mas-
sage for only $38/hr. Normally
$60/hr. In/out. Paul (310)741-
1901.

Announcements

COME SUPPORT Daybreak
Designs, a grass-roots business
venture for women in transition.
Quality-handmade-items perfect
for birthdays, Mother's Day,
Graduations or just for yourself
will be sold at Daybreak Shelter
on May 3rd 1pm-5pm and May
4th 9:30am-3:00pm 1610 7th
St. Corner of 7th and Colorado.
Contact 310-450-0650.

GET UP!
GETOUT!
ADVERTISE!
It's only a buck!
310.458.7737
PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect needs volunteers for
events that honor our heros.

(310)899-3888  pro.se @adel-
phia.net

FRENCH MASSEUR Mas-
sage with class. Shiatsu, Oil
Massage, Acupressure, Rei-
ki. Find Energy & Balance.
In/Out. (310)962-8189.

LICENSED, ORIENTAL thera-
pist. Provide foot herb soaking,
a full body massage. Treatment
to doorstep. 626-673-8419.

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body
therapeutic, Swedish / back
walking. You will melt in my
magic hands!
Home/hotel/office/outdoors

ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris (310)551-2121.

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council! Our Residents,
Businesses, Schools must
come first!

i1s Brittany
Spaniel
I was rescued from the Harbor Shelter the

day I was supposed to be put to sleep.
I'm very affectionate & love to cuddle.

Please Adopt Me!!
(310) 829.9074

Hi, My name |

A COMPASSIONATE
Companion drives and
accompanies you.
Medical/Musical
Business/Travel events.
$20/hour (310)280-0695

FAMILY =~ HEALTH  benefits
$49.99/month. By law, every-
one is accepted. Free informa-
tion: (310)-281-1920.

GARDEN CONSULTANT
Need help with your garden
or selling? Add thousands of
$$$ to property value by en-
hancing curb appeal. Let me
help. Reasonable rates and
references. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272.

ADVERTISE!

HOUSE CLEANING - Available
6 am. to 2 pm. Windows,
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S
GRADES/SAT'S.  Certified
LAUSD teacher offering tu-
toring service. Elementary &

Secondary students. 310-
449-6672.
TALENTED, DECORATIVE

Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more!
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

WEB DESIGN Businesses in
need of website guidance call
(310)428-4869 for information.
Ask about available discounts.

Got something to sell!
Get rid of it for a
$1.00 A DAY!

CALL NOW!
310-458-7737
Santa Monica Daily Press

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWNI!

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737 ext.101
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Vietnam’s version of Starbucks popular among ‘in crowds’

BY TINI TRAN

Associated Press Writer

HANOI, Vietham — The decor is
unadulterated kitsch —  glittering
Christmas lights, Crayola-colored chairs,
a pop music soundtrack — and undeni-
ably trendy.

For the stream of customers crowding
into Trung Nguyen cafes across Vietnam,
it’s a potent combination of ca-phe sua, a
strong espresso served over a syrup of
condensed milk, and coffee chic.

Capitalizing on an emerging, affluent
middle-class and the simple attractions of
aromatic coffee, 31-year-old entrepreneur
Dang Le Nguyen Vu has successfully
launched Vietnam’s first nationwide fran-
chise.

Call it Starbucks, Vietnam-style.

Over the past four years, the Trung
Nguyen chain has grown to more than 400
outlets in all of Vietnam’s provinces —
from the busy streets of Ho Chi Minh City

to the rural outpost of Sapa on the north-
ern border.

“I want to have the Vietnamese brand
name of Trung Nguyen well known in the
world. Our coffee is good. There’s no rea-
son we can’t do it,” Vu said.

Bold words, but Vu has already bucked
the odds by successfully operating in a
communist country that still favors state-
owned enterprises over private business.

Trung Nguyen’s wildfire growth in
Vietnam, the world’s second-largest cof-
fee exporter, is testament to Vu’s vision —
not to mention the notable absence of a
certain coffee giant.

Although Seattle-based Starbucks has
made sizable headway in the region — in
Japan, Thailand and China, among others
— it still has no presence in Vietnam.
High tariffs on imported roasted coffee
ensured the dominance of the local coffee
industry and an opportunity for an enter-
prising medical student.

In 1996, Vu “was in love with econom-
ics and business more than medicine so [
started a small operation.”

With three friends, he opened a small
cafe in their Central Highland hometown
of Buon Ma Thuot — famed for its potent
coffee. The story could have ended there
but what made Trung Nguyen different
was Vu’s decision to introduce franchis-
ing in 1998.

For a one-time charge and a pledge to
buy discounted coffee only from him, a
franchisee gained the right to put up the
distinctive brown and cream sign with the
coffee cup.

In return, Vu got name brand advertis-
ing and the visible saturation necessary to
start a buzz.

The name sells, said Pham Thi Truc
Giang, who runs one of the largest Trung
Nguyen franchises in Hanoi. Her two-
story, 400-seat cafe is packed with 600 to
800 customers daily. Weekends bring in

even more, with motorbikes parked three
to four deep on the sidewalk.

“I think Trung Nguyen came along at
the right time. If people didn’t have
money to spend, then we wouldn’t do so
well,” she said.

Trung Nguyen’s distinctive, upmarket
style is a sharp contrast to the streetside
tea stalls and murky cafes that abound in
Vietnam, attracting a range of clientele
from office workers to college students.
Its success parallels a growing middle-
class with more money to spend and more
leisure time to linger.

But for Vu, domestic dominance is
only the beginning. He is already casting
his eye about the region. Last year, he
signed franchise agreements in Singapore,
Tokyo and Shanghai.

In December, he visited America for the
first time as part of a delegation scoping
out business opportunities in the wake of a
U.S.-Vietnam trade pact passed last year.

Meditation community in Vedic City prints its own money

BY DAVID PITT

Associated Press Writer

VEDIC CITY, lowa — If Walt Disney World can
make Disney Dollars and Club Med can print its own
currency, then this Jowa town founded by practitioners of
Transcendental Meditation figured it, too, could make its
own money.

The Raam Mudra, as the colorful notes are called,
began circulating last month in this city incorporated last
year by 125 followers of the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, the
Beatles’ guru and founder of the TM movement.

The currency has achieved a little consciousness-rais-

MO’S TWO

ing about Vedic City. It has not created the wider mone-
tary harmony some had hoped for.

The idea in creating the money was to promote the
city — a collection of onion-dome buildings set amid
farmland about 100 miles from Des Moines — and its
plans for a theme park devoted to world peace and the
magic tricks of the late illusionist and TM practitioner
Doug Henning.

The currency originally was intended to be used in
Vedic City only, but thousands of meditators also live in
Fairfield, a town of 8,700 people two miles away, and
began to circulate the Raam. Vedic City Mayor Bob
Wynne asked businesses throughout Jefferson County to

consider using the new currency.

Only Mabharishi University of Management, which
operates in Fairfield with more than 700 students, and a
few businesses run by meditators accept the bills. Local
banks, county officials and other merchants have balked.

County supervisors passed a resolution requiring
homeowners to pay their property taxes in dollars, just in
case anyone got the idea of using Raam.

Rogers Badgett, Vedic City mayor pro tem, said the
colorful bills could prove to be collector’s items.

“We’re excited about the excitement it’s creating,” he
said. “We’ve had calls from all across the country from
people who want to buy it or see it.”

FRUGAL BRITS

Modern Vintage Designer Clothing
for Men & Women

ONE OF A KIND HATS

Our 12th Anniversary
in the same location

SPORTS PERFORMANCE TRAINING - For All Ages

YOU VERT

Find the The cost effective,
cheapest gym results oriented,
membership and
remain unhealthy
by NOT going.

VS.

athletes power
and conditioning
program.

What do Shaq and Lenny
Krayzelberg have in common?

*as quoted in USA Today*

STYLE

IS OUR BUSINESS!

*Service with a smile!*

Take a trip to London without taking the plane
Stylist by appointment

3004 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica

Between Pier & Marine ¢ 4 Stores North of Starbucks

(310) 392-7740
frugalbrit@earthlink.net

CALL US TO BRING BACK
THAT UNTAPPED SPEED & POWER!

Tour our facility by appointment only

To find out, check out:

(310) 264-8385
www.vertcenters.com




