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THE BIRD: A parrot poses for a portrait Thursday at Omar's Exotic Birds on Wilshire Boulevard, the site of a cage exchange event to take place Sunday.

BY AMY TAXIN
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES It’s a home within a home —
and it could be coming soon to a home near
you.

Builders across the country are revamp-
ing home designs to meet the needs of a
growing number of Americans who are now
living with extended family.

The number of so-called multi-genera-
tional households — where adults are living
with their elderly parents or grown children
— has jumped since the Great Recession
forced Americans to rethink living on their
own. Demographic experts say it’s poised to
rise further as baby boomers age, so-called
“boomerang kids” walloped by the weak job
market stay home longer and ethnic groups
such as Asians and Hispanics, who are more
likely to live with extended family, continue
to grow.

The housing industry is trying to keep up
with the changes by adding self-contained
suites to single-family homes from North
Carolina to California to enable families to
stay close while retaining a greater degree of
independence.

“It’s not the nuclear family, the American
dream family that we see all the time,” said
Jerry Messman, a partner in national design
firm BSB Design. “The builders are starting
to respond to it.”

After World War II, Americans were
encouraged to move out of their parents’

BY SAMANTHA MASUNAGA
Special to the Daily Press

WILSHIRE BLVD After a hate-hate relation-
ship with a boyfriend’s pet parrot, Mira
Tweti didn’t feel any particular affinity
toward the exotic birds.

That changed when she picked up a rain-

bow lorikeet at an Echo Park lotus festival in
1995.

Though she knew little about parrot care,
Tweti kept the bird, named him Mango and
began a close friendship that lasted 10 years.

“It’s like adopting a child,” said the author
and journalist from Playa del Rey. “They’re
so smart, it’s dumbfounding.”

He asked for juice when he was thirsty,
greeted Tweti each day with a “Good morn-
ing! I love you” and apologized before doing
wrong deeds.

“When you have that with a bird, there’s
nothing that compares,” Tweti said.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN Since the beginning of the year,
City Hall has intervened behind-the-scenes
to keep approximately 50 low and extreme-

ly-low income individuals in their apart-
ments after rents increased beyond the
threshold of their government subsidies and
ability to pay.

Individuals with federally-subsidized
housing vouchers and those on other forms

of assistance living in seven Santa Monica
apartment complexes owned by NMS
Properties received notices in January
informing them that their rents would
increase by $300 a month. If they couldn’t
pay they would have to move.

Those affected held Section 8 vouchers,
federal subsidies that pay a significant por-
tion of rent, or other forms of assistance and
were placed in the apartments several years

SEE HOME PAGE 10SEE BIRDS PAGE 9

SEE RENTS PAGE 3

Parrot care event offers new cages, education

Home in a home
as families live
together longer

Rent increases threaten local tenants
Housing Division, City Hall fight to keep low-income residents in place
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Saturday, April 28,
2012

Silent laughs
Santa Monica High School,

Barnum Hall
601 Pico Blvd., 7 p.m.

Catch a duo of silent films to
raise money for Samohi bands.
Buster Keaton’s “One Week”
leads things off. “Their Purple
Moment,” starring Laurel and

Hardy, rounds out the bill.
Organist Donnie Rankin will

accompany the films on
Samohi’s classic Wurlitzer

organ. Cost: $10. For more
information, call (310) 396-

0666.

Healthy community
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical

Center
1250 16th St., 8 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Body, Mind, Spirit: Maximizing
Your Potential is the title of a

free community health seminar
hosted by UCLA Health

Systems in partnership with the
YWCA. Interactive sessions will

cover topics ranging from
resilience to mindful awareness.
For more information, call (800)

516-5323.

Flocking to food trucks
Cock ‘n Bull British Pub

2947 Lincoln Blvd., 5 p.m. — 10
p.m.

GRUB N’ PUB charity event is
coming to Santa Monica on

Saturday with the first annual
food truck gathering. Some of
the most popular mobile eater-
ies, including Trailer Park Truck,

Coolhaus and Steel City
Sandwiches, will be there, in
addition to handmade wares

from Los Angeles area artists. A
portion of the proceeds will go

toward School on Wheels, a
local charity that provides

homeless students with tutor-
ing, school supplies and finan-

cial scholarships. Attendees
bringing new school supplies

will receive prizes, including raf-
fle tickets and food. For more

information, call (310) 399-
9696.

Puccini comes to town
Santa Monica Bay Woman’s

Club
855 Third St., 1 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Puccini’s “Tosca,” a meaty stew

for opera lovers, will be pre-
sented by the Vineyard Touring

Opera Company. For more infor-
mation, call (855) 575-0005.

Sunday, April 29, 2012

Drug disposal
Santa Monica Police Station

333 Olympic Dr., 10 a.m., — 2
p.m.

Drop off your expired, unused
or unwanted prescription drugs
this Sunday to help prevent pill
abuse and theft. According to

the Santa Monica Police
Department, rates of prescrip-
tion drug abuse are high, along
with the number of accidental
poisonings and overdoses due
to these drugs. The service is
free, anonymous and no ques-
tions will be asked. An officer
will be available at the curb for

drive up drop offs.

Talking about religion
Unitarian Universalist

Community Church of Santa
Monica

1260 18th St., 7:30 p.m.
UC Riverside professor and
author Reza Aslan will speak

about religion and Islam in the
21st century at this free public

lecture. Copies of Aslan’s book,
“No god but God: The Origins,
Evolution and Future of Islam,”

will be on hand for sale and
signing. For more information,

including parking tips, visit
www.uusm.org

Family Dentistry
General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

SEEN ON THE TONIGHT SHOW AND COMEDY CENTRAL

Reservations 310.853.6957
EARTH, WIND, & FLOUR ADDRESS:

2222 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.SantaMonicaComedy.com

May 4th - 5th
Kivi Rogers and Quinn Dahle

$15 Cover
Dinner & Show

$29.99
7:30pm

Seating for Dinner at

7:30pm Includes the Cover

All-Star 
Comedy 

Every Friday 
& Saturday 

@ 9pm

GRAND
Opening!

Your Weekend 
Just Got Funnier!
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BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN Some things are better left
unsaid, but others can feel impossible to get out.

A new program offered at WISE &
Healthy Aging is designed to get the elderly
to write letters to people who will never see
them as a way to work out and examine
complex emotions that they so far have not
been able to express.

Over the course of six weeks, participants
will put pen to paper and create “Letters
From the Heart,” which Sheila Segal, director
of WISE & Healthy Aging’s peer counseling
program, believes will help people open up,
even if the subject of their discourse is
beyond their reach.

“It’s an opportunity for people who have
unfinished business or emotional difficulties
that they want to express, but not necessari-
ly send the letter,” Segal said.“They can iden-
tify unfinished business.”

The concept is guided to a degree, giving
participants the latitude to write what they
wish or conform to certain topics if they
need more structure.

“It’s about evaluating your life,” said
Marsha Hirsch, a trained peer counselor and
one of the facilitators of the group. “You
reach a point in your life that you’re looking
back more than you’re looking forward.”

The concept appealed to Hirsch, who
identifies as a writer.

Hirsch had an opportunity to use letters
to see into her own past several years ago
while helping to wrap up matters after her
mother’s death.

In the process of going through her

belongings, Hirsch found a stack of letters
she had written to her mother over the
course of 40 years.

“It was like looking at my life in a diary,”
Hirsch said. “She kept every single letter.”

Although many of the emotions may be
painful, or difficult to share, the facilitators
believe that there’s more that seniors can
examine.

Barbara Siegman, the second facilitator,
was too young to think to ask her grand-
mothers about their experiences with the
suffrage movement before they died.

Both would have been about 40 years old
in 1920 when they won the right to go to the
ballot box for the first time.

“There’s 1,000 places you could go to
explore thoughts about relationships,”
Siegman said.

The writing will take place during the
week, and mostly by hand. The letters will be
no more than two pages, which forces the
writers to concentrate on emotions rather
than life stories.

The weekly 90-minute sessions will begin
with small groups, even pairs, reading the
letters to one another and getting feedback,
Hirsch said.

“Maybe they had a different slant on what
you wrote than what you thought you were
writing,” she said.

If time allows, the writers will then get a
chance to share their work with the larger
group.

Interest in the group is already building,
Segal said, but not from the usual suspects.

“I imagined this would be mainly women,
but the calls I’ve been getting, it’s a little more
half and half. There’s a whole generation of

men coming here for help,” she said.
Both the facilitators and Segal hope that

the program will serve as a launching point
to another group activity called the self-
guided autobiography.

It’s a much longer project that requires more
structure, thought and focus on fact rather
than just raw emotion, Segal said, but also
comes with a great deal of therapeutic power.

“Letter writing is a great way for someone
who hasn’t done any writing to get their toes
wet, so to speak,” Segal said.

“Letters From the Heart” costs partici-
pants $25, or $5 for every session. Call WISE
& Healthy Aging at (310) 394-9871 for more
information.

ashley@smdp.com

Visit us online at smdp.com
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SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

iStock news@smdp.com
PEN TO PAPER: Santa Monica seniors are being encouraged to write down their thoughts.

ago despite the fact that rents rose far faster
than the dollar amount of their assistance.

According to Jim Andersen, president of
NMS Properties, it made sense to rent to
Section 8 voucher holders for a time, but
eventually the difference between what the
vouchers could pay and what the apartments
were worth was too much.

“The gap between Section 8 and moder-
ate-income housing has grown. We were OK
with that for a period of time,” Andersen
said.

Once NMS had enough low-income
apartments in its portfolio to house those on
vouchers and other assistance that were in

higher-priced units, they sent out the rent
increase notices, Andersen said.

That raised alarms amongst renters who
reached out to the Housing Authority for
help. Over the course of the intervening
weeks, housing officials, in concert with the
City Attorney’s Office, invoked other hous-
ing restrictions and hammered out deals to
keep all residents in place.

NMS backed off.
“We looked at it as a solution,” Andersen

said. “We were happy to honor Section 8
housing if you want to move. It was $300
under the rent that we could charge under
the deed restrictions. The gap was growing
and we wanted to address it.”

THE LAY OF THE LAND
How a person on limited income could

get into an apartment worth so much more
is a complicated question, but Santa Monica
housing prices and who can get access to
them is governed by far more than the so-
called invisible hand of the market.

Most new developments have affordable
housing built as part of the project. Some
developers choose to build units off-site or
contribute cash to an affordable housing
fund.

The housing built can come in a variety
of income ranges. Each designation depends
on how much the individual or family earns
compared to the median income in the area.

In Los Angeles County, that number is
$64,800 for a family of four.

A single person can qualify as “moderate
income” under federal housing program
standards if they make $54,450 per year.

Section 8 housing vouchers allow recipi-
ents to go out and select their own apart-
ments rather than forcing them to live in
specific rentals.

Because the vouchers are not meant to
place low-income individuals in luxury con-
dominiums, they do come with restrictions.
The vouchers only cover rents to a certain
“maximum” dollar amount, which varies
based on location.

In addition, those with vouchers may not
spend more than 30 or 40 percent of their
income on rent, further restricting the cost
of the apartment they choose to acquire.

As private business people, landlords can
always choose to accept Section 8 vouchers
regardless of the price of the apartment.

RENTS
FROM PAGE 1

SEE SECTION 8 PAGE 11

Letters from the heart
New program helps elderly get closure, catharsis
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A sign of weakness
Editor:

In response to Jack Neworth’s rambling, disjointed,
rant about Mitt Romney (“Who didn’t let the dogs out?”
Laughing Matters, April 27), I am reminded of a phrase
John Wayne used in one of his movies: “Never apolo-
gize — it’s a sign of weakness.”

Don Wagner
Santa Monica

Monopoly on free speech 
Editor:

While reading the paper, I was amused to come across Mr.
Holden’s disgruntled missive regarding atheists in the local com-
munity (“Do not displace,” Letters to the Editor, April 24). He
makes the claim that local non-believers are attempting to
restrict free speech, and that City Hall is complicit in religious
persecution by allowing atheist citizens the same self-expres-
sion rights as their religious neighbors. Perhaps someone should
inform Mr. Holden that religious organizations do not hold a
monopoly on free speech; the rest of us are well within our rights
to exercise our own non-sectarian version of it.

He also mentions that our city’s name has religious origins,
as if this were an Earth-shattering argument that somehow
voids the free expression rights of the non-believing local. If the
religious name “Santa Monica” matters as much as he seems to
imply, one would wonder how he could possibly accuse it of reli-
gious persecution. It is true, as Mr. Holden sardonically quips,
there are other townships with religiously inspired titles; per-
haps he’d be better off expatriating himself to one of them.

Jonathan Rogers
Santa Monica

Benefiting seniors 
Editor:

I have to add my sentiment to those who are
appalled that the Senior Center on Ocean Avenue is
being taken away from people who don’t make enough
campaign contributions. Visit the Senior Center around
lunch time. It isn’t just getting some food. It is a social
place where seniors get together and visit and play
cards. There is a very nice atmosphere. Seniors are not
relegated to some room with just four walls resembling
a large closet.

We may not be in an up economy, but with all the
money the city and most of the council members are
raking in from the developers, surely we don’t have to
push grandma into a back room. Developers who are
making millions by choking our streets with traffic,
blocking views and sunlight and displacing working
people are supposed to come up with community ben-
efits. If it is really a money issue, let the developers
step up and show some humanity for a change. While
the developers are cruising around on their yachts,
they can at least let the seniors see some daylight.

Are you listening Mr. Dell? You certainly tried doing
a sell job at the City Council meeting about how chari-
table you are in Santa Monica. You got a full-page ad in
the Daily Press advertising all your supporters. Since it
is the developers who truly own and control Santa
Monica, at least contribute some actual community
benefits.

Jeanne Laurie
Santa Monica

Backing Barack 
Editor:

The president and Michelle Obama are the best
thing that’s happened to this country for a very long
time. Their forward thinking views on education,
healthcare, the economy and the environment are
slowly, but surely bringing our country back from the
disaster that was so heavily fueled by the George W.
Bush league. We need a president that understands
that clean air and water should be a right of the people
and is willing to work towards that goal. Our country
needs President Obama.

Joseph & Christine Hardin
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com NRO Artis Williams Send comments to editor@smdp.com

On the Beat

Q: I  WAS TRYI NG TO MAKE AN
international phone call the other day and I
ended up calling 911 by mistake. I hung up
and dialed the correct number but I think an
operator from the police department was
trying to call me while I was on the phone. I
continued my international call and about
five minutes later, I had two Santa Monica
police officers standing at my front door.
The officers said they were at my home to
make sure no one had an emergency. I told
them I called 911 by mistake, but I hung up
before I spoke to anyone. I made a simple
mistake, but did the police really have to
come and check on me?

A: The Santa Monica Police Department
receives thousands of 911 calls every year.
These calls range from medical emergencies
to crimes in progress, and in some cases, we
even receive 911 calls when phone equip-
ment malfunctions during periods of severe
weather (rain, wind, etc.). When a call is
received by 911 and there is no one speaking
to the operator, we don’t know what is going
on or what the reason for the call may be.

I have been a police officer for 17 years
and have responded to thousands of 911
calls during my career. More than half of
those responses were to locations (homes
and offices) where the caller either hung up
or didn’t speak to the 911 operator. I have
also responded to locations where people
have had a medical emergency and passed
out before they were able to speak to the 911
operator. There were times where an indi-
vidual tried to call 911 for help but an
assailant prevented the caller from speaking
to an operator. I have also responded to
homes where a young child was able to get
to the phone and pushed the emergency
button (which automatically calls 911) and
the parents had no idea the child had the
phone.

When we receive 911 calls and are
unable to speak to someone on the other
end of the line, we respond to the location
to make sure there is not an emergency. If
you are calling from a land line or pay
phone, the address from where the call was
made will appear on the operator’s com-
puter screen when the call is answered by
an operator. The operator will then call the
number and try to speak with someone to
see if there is an emergency. If the operator
cannot reach anyone, they will then dis-
patch police officers to the location to
make sure there isn’t an emergency.

If you call 911 by mistake and you are
aware of it, don’t hang up. Please stay on the
line and speak with the operator. Tell the
operator you dialed 911 by mistake and
don’t have an emergency.

Q: I have never had to call 911 for any-
thing before, and lately I have noticed some
suspicious activity in my neighborhood. Can
I call 911 for this, or is there another number
I can call when I see this type of activity?

A: Let’s differentiate between 911 and the
Santa Monica Police Department’s non-
emergency number. First, let’s talk about
911. A person should typically call 911 for
the following situations:

• A fire
• A medical emergency, such as choking,

drowning, electrocution, severe

injury/burn/bleeding, etc.
• A situation where serious personal

injury has occurred or may occur
• A life-threatening situation such as a

fight, a person with a weapon, etc.
• Any crime in progress where you are a

victim or witness, whether or not a life is
threatened

• Any crime that has just been committed
for which you are a victim or witness and
can provide suspect and/or vehicle descrip-
tion that can help the police make an appre-
hension

• A traffic accident with serious injuries
• Other dangerous occurrences, such as a

gas leak or downed power lines

When you call 911, here’s what you need
to do:

• Remain calm (I know this can be tough
in certain situations) and speak clearly and
slowly

• Describe the emergency to the operator
• Give the address (or intersection) where

help is needed
• The operator will ask you questions

about what you have seen. Please be brief
and responsive. The operator will ask you
questions like what happened, where it hap-
pened, if there are injuries and the number
of suspects involved. Operators may also ask
if vehicles are involved (and how many) and
direction of travel for the vehicles. The
operator will ask the caller all these ques-
tions because he or she is trying to get as
much information as possible to pass on to
responding officers. Responding officers use
this information to assess the situation and
decide on the appropriate action to take

• Remain on the line until the operator
advises you it is OK to hang up

There may be times when you need an
officer to respond to your location but it
may not be an emergency and calling 911
would be inappropriate. The SMPD’s
non–emergency number — (310) 458-8491
— should be utilized for these types of situ-
ations. Non-emergency incidents include
(but are not limited to):

• Vehicle break-ins, thefts and burglaries
where the crime has already occurred and
the victim/witness cannot provide informa-
tion that would assist in the apprehension of
the suspect(s)

• Vandalism
• Disturbances that are not violent or life

threatening
• Nuisances such as barking dogs, loud

music or other excessive noise
• Suspicious activity where a crime is not

being committed but the citizen feels a crime
may be committed due to time of day, loca-
tion and recent crime activity in the area.

Those are just a few incidents that will
hopefully provide a guide to citizens on what
number to call when they need assistance
from the Santa Monica Police Department.
If you have any questions about this, please
do not hesitate to contact me. My informa-
tion, as well as the other neighborhood
resource officers, can be found at www.san-
tamonicapd.org.

This column was written by Neighborhood
Resource Officer AARRTTIISS  WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS, (Beat 7,
Sunset Park Neighborhood). He can be reached
at (424) 200-0687 or artis.williams@smgov.net.

Sorry, wrong number
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• Beautiful Towncars and Vans
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• Charter/Party service • Call for value pricing

LOCAL
TOWNCAR
SERVICE
"NO METER, NO DRAMA"

Santa Monica
to LAX $35

(add $10 for pickup from LAX)

SkyCar LIMO
Towncars and Vans
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Modern Times

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE WORRIED
that the fashion industry is ignoring
America’s gun owners, stop worrying.

According to a recent article in the New
York Times, Woolrich, the long-established
clothing company, is now making clothes
that come with a place to hide handguns and
other weapons. So the next time you’re
doing your holiday shopping, you might
hear the customer in front of you saying, “I’d
like to buy a pair of pants with cuffs, a low
rise and a gun holster waistband. And please
wrap that as a Christmas gift.”

Woolrich makes it clear that this clothing
is not for self-styled commandos. Instead, it
is for the “fashion aware gun owner.” I guess
that means soon there will be fashion shows
with models walking down the runway
wearing Glock-concealing thongs.

Several other clothing manufacturers
now make clothes for people who carry con-
cealed handguns and have been annoyed by
that pesky gun bulge in traditional clothes.
What’s the point of carrying a concealed
weapon if your clothes don’t allow it to be
concealed?

Sales of this kind of clothing have
increased dramatically over the past few
years as more and more states allow people
to carry concealed weapons. I’ve never
understood the point of carrying a con-
cealed weapon for protection. If you really
want to deter someone from attacking you
or robbing your house, wouldn’t they be
more discouraged if they saw you were car-
rying a gun? You know, as in, “I’m not going
to mess with that guy. He’s got a gun.” I’m
sure I’ll become enlightened on this when I
receive explanations from those readers who
carry concealed weapons. I just hope they
are wearing clothes that allow them to e-
mail comfortably while carrying.

Under Armour is another company that
will soon be weapons-fashionable. Under
Armour is known for its athletic wear. Soon,
fans will be able to wear their weapon-hid-
ing Under Armour clothes while attending
high school, college and pro sports games.
This is great, because there’s not enough fan
violence at sporting events.

Fans? Wait a minute. Why limit weapon-
hiding clothes to the fans at games? How
about the players? Wouldn’t they be perfect
for athletes who want a little extra protec-

tion? I can hear the slogan now: “Sometimes
a helmet and shoulder pads just aren’t
enough.” Crowds won’t be limited to shout-
ing, “defense, defense” during games. Soon
they’ll be crying out, “Self defense, self
defense.”

I’m sure aggressive manufacturers will
not forget another important demographic
— babies. The National Rifle Association’s
website talks about safety and how impor-
tant it is to educate young children about
firearms. They even have suggestions for a
school program for kids in pre-kinder-
garten. So, if parents hide their guns in their
babies’ special diapers, they’ll be accom-
plishing two things. First, they’ll get their
tots to feel more comfortable around guns.
Second, they’ll be prepared to ward off any
violent parents who cut in front of them at
Babies “R” Us.

There is bound to be a bit of a transition
time. So don’t be surprised if you see some-
one turn to a cop and say, “I swear — I did-
n’t know the diaper was loaded.”

LLLLOOYYDD  GGAARRVVEERR has written for many television
shows, ranging from “Sesame Street” to “Family
Ties” to “Home Improvement” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them in
hardcover. He can be reached at
lloydgarver@gmail.com. Check out his website
at lloydgarver.com and his podcasts on iTunes. 

Bang bang, you’re dressed

“SEVERAL OTHER
CLOTHING

MANUFACTURERS NOW
MAKE CLOTHES FOR
PEOPLE WHO CARRY

CONCEALED HANDGUNS
WHO HAVE BEEN

ANNOYED BY THAT PESKY
GUN BULGE IN

TRADITIONAL CLOTHES.”
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BY ELEANOR HOH
For The Associated Press

Stir-fry and salsa aren’t traditional com-
panions on the plate, but that doesn’t mean
there can’t be a little common ground.

As a wok cooking teacher, I’m constantly
looking for new ways to use my wok, includ-
ing with cuisines other than Asian. And it
turns out the Hispanic world has a wealth of
ingredients and classic recipes perfectly suit-
ed to this cooking style.

Though I grew up in Hong Kong —
where I watched local cooks use huge cast-
iron woks to prepare classic street foods
such as choutofu (stinky tofu), stuffed
peppers, curried octopus and roasted
chestnuts — I now live in Miami, a city
rich with Cuban culture. I’ve noticed
many similarities in cooking techniques,
ingredients and seasonings between the
cultures.

Cuban-style paella, for example, is similar
to Asian fried rice. Even the paella pan
resembles a wok.

Look more broadly across Hispanic
cuisines and examples are plentiful. Churros
and Chinese crullers are both crispy deep-
fried dough sticks. Fillings for quesadillas,
fajitas and tacos are basically stir-fried beef,
chicken or pork.

In Peru, which has a sizable population
of Chinese immigrants, there is even an
Asian-Peruvian fusion dish known as
chifa, a mash-up of the term “chow fan,”
which refers to Chinese fried rice. Chifa —
basically fried rice with native Peruvian
ingredients, often leftovers, and soy sauce
— has become an integral part of Peruvian
cuisine.

One of the most common ways to cook in
a wok is to do so briefly at very high heat. This
is why ingredients often are cooked in batch-
es according to how long they should take.
For example, vegetables go in until just ten-
der, but still lightly crisp, then are removed
from the pan. Next, the meat is cooked until
nicely seared, then everything is combined.

This same approach works with Hispanic
ingredients. It can be as simple as stir-frying
some onion, peppers and other vegetables,
then setting those aside. Add some thinly
sliced beef, pork or chicken with Hispanic
seasonings and cook that. When the meat is
ready, combine everything and use as a fill-
ing for tacos.

But woks can do more than stir-fry, and
that versatility is what makes them so useful
for other cuisines. Because of their shape
and wide opening, woks are great for deep
frying, steaming, stewing, toasting spices
and nuts, even baking.

For example, a wok can fry up churros as
easily as wonton-wrapped dumplings or
spring rolls. It also can be used to fry plantains.
And in both cases, the attachable wire rack that
clips to the side of the wok is excellent for
draining excess oil from the fried foods.

Don’t have a paella pan? Use a large wok.
It also does a fine job with arroz con pollo —
brown the chicken, cook the sofrito and
tomato sauce, then add the rice and other
ingredients. I’ve even made tortilla omelets
in my wok. Start by stir-frying the vegetables
in the wok, then add the mixture of egg and
cheese. Set the entire thing in the oven (set
on a wok ring) and bake.

EELLEEAANNOORR  HHOOHH  teaches wok-style cooking and
blogs about it at www.eleanorhoh.com

Asian technique meets Hispanic ingredients Wok picadillo

A cast-iron wok over gas heat is the best choice.
But in a pinch, a large cast-iron skillet can be
substituted. A stainless or carbon steel wok also
can be used, though you may find you need to
use more oil to prevent sticking. Never use non-
stick woks for high-heat frying; they aren’t made
to tolerate extreme heat.
Because speed is essential when cooking at high
heat in a wok, it’s important to have all ingredients
prepped ahead. If you are using a small wok or a
skillet, you may need to cook the meat in two
batches. Avoid crowding the pan, as this cools it.
The meat also should be cooked in two batches if
your stove is electric, which does not maintain tem-
perature as well as gas.
Stainless steel spatulas with a wooden handle and
curved edge work best with steel or cast-iron woks.
This dish is best served with rice, especially red or
brown. Start the rice cooking as you prep your
ingredients so everything is ready at the same time.
Start to finish: 30 minutes

Servings: 4
1 tablespoon tamari or good (MSG-free) soy sauce
1 teaspoon medium drinking sherry
2 teaspoons of cornstarch
2 pinches white pepper
1 pound 90 percent lean ground beef
1 tablespoon canola or other high-heat oil, divided
1 medium yellow onion, finely chopped

1/2 medium green bell pepper, cored and finely
chopped
1/2 medium red bell pepper, cored and finely chopped
2 cloves garlic, diced
2 plum tomatoes, finely chopped
1/4 cup diced green olives with pimentos
1/4 cup raisins
2 teaspoons ground cumin

1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon paprika
Juice of 1 lime
Sprigs of fresh cilantro, mint or parsley, to serve
In a medium bowl, whisk together the tamari, sherry,
cornstarch and white pepper. Add the ground beef and
mix until thoroughly incorporated. Set aside.
Set your wok over high and let heat for 1 minute. Add
1/2 tablespoon of the oil and heat until it shimmers.
Add the onion and both bell peppers. As soon as they
hit the wok, immediately stir them around the pan.
Cook for 5 minutes, or until the onions and peppers
are just barely cooked and still firm and colorful.
Transfer the vegetables to a plate. Use paper towels to
dry the wok, then return it to the heat.
When the wok is hot again, add the remaining 1/2
tablespoon of oil and heat until it shimmers. Add the
garlic first, then immediately add the ground beef.
Use the back of the spatula to spread the beef across
the wok as if frying a wide burger. Let the meat sear on
one side until golden brown. This gives your meat a
crispy exterior with juicy interior. You can test for done-
ness by flipping beef in the center of your wok where
the heat is the hottest. If it is golden brown, flip all the
beef and start breaking it up with your spatula.
Once the beef is just cooked (when you don’t see any
red, about 7 minutes), return the onion-pepper mix-
ture to the pan. Add the tomatoes, olives, raisins,
cumin, oregano and paprika. Mix well, then reduce
heat to medium and fry for 5 minutes. Stir in the lime
juice.
Serve spooned over rice and topped with fresh
cilantro, mint or parsley.
Nutrition information per serving (values are rounded
to the nearest whole number): 340 calories; 160 calo-
ries from fat (47 percent of total calories); 17 g fat (5 g
saturated; 0.5 g trans fats); 75 mg cholesterol; 19 g car-
bohydrate; 25 g protein; 3 g fiber; 670 mg sodium.
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In these tough economic times many people are
finding themselves out of work, sometimes for

the first time in their lives. More than three mil-
lion Americans are fired each year. After the initial
shock of being fired has worn off, the practicali-
ties of having to navigate the unemployment
insurance system come 
into sharp focus.

Generally, you are entitled to unemployment
benefits if you are unemployed through no fault of
your own, for example, if you were laid off, fired
for a reason other than misconduct, or quit your
job for good reason. Once the Employment
Development Department (EDD) has received
your application for benefits, it usually conducts a
telephone interview with you, and also with your
employer, to find out why you were fired.

Unfortunately, some unscrupulous employers
challenge their former employee’s application for
benefits even when that employee was fired
through no fault of his or her own. In this case,
the employer usually claims that the employee
was fired for misconduct.

If your application for benefits is denied, you
have 20 days to file an appeal. If you believe that
your benefits were unfairly denied, it is very
important that you file a timely appeal. You will
receive a hearing date about 4-6 weeks later.
Sometimes, the employer does not even bother to
show up to the appeal hearing; they were count-
ing on the fact that you wouldn’t fight the denial
of your benefits.

The hearing is your chance to explain your
side of the story to an Administrative Law Judge.
It is natural to feel nervous before the hearing, but
you will feel better if you are properly prepared to
present your case. You should ask to review the
EDD’s file on your case, which will include the
interview notes with your employer. This means
you will get a chance to see what your employ-
er said about why you were fired. You can
also send a written request to your
employer asking to inspect your per-
sonnel file pursuant to Labor Code
Section 1198.5. You can ask witness-
es who can corroborate your ver-
sion of events to come with you to
the hearing. If they can’t come, you
can ask them to give you a written
statement to take along with you. You

can also ask the EDD to subpoena witnesses for
you. Finally, you should familiarize yourself with
the law that applies to your case. A good starting
place is the “Benefit Determination Guide” on the
EDD website:
http://www.edd.ca.gov/UIBDG/default.htm.

You don’t have to bring an attorney with you
to the hearing, although you may feel more confi-
dent with the support of an attorney experienced
in this area. The Legal Grind can put you in touch
with an attorney who can help you through the
process, from advice on preparation to representa-
tion at your appeal hearing.

Depending on the circumstances of your ter-
mination, you may also wish to seek legal advice
to determine whether you have any legal claims
arising out of your discharge. Although most
workers in California are “at will” employees,
which means they can be fired for any reason or
for no reason at all, even “at will” employees can-
not be fired in certain circumstances. For exam-
ple, an employer cannot fire its employee for a dis-
criminatory reason; or because s/he made a health
and safety complaint; or because she took time off
to perform jury duty. This is a complex area of the
law, and an attorney can advise you on whether
you may have grounds for a wrongful discharge
suit.

Upon investigation of the circumstances of
your termination, an attorney may also identify
violations which took place during your employ-
ment. For example, you may have an overtime
claim if your employer did not pay overtime pay
(time and a half) for all hours over eight in a day,
and forty in a week, or a claim for meal period
premium pay if you were unable to take an unin-
terrupted 30 minute meal break per five hours
worked. Exploring potential claims with an attor-
ney may help to give you some peace of mind in
this difficult time.

NINA BAUMLER IS AN ATTORNEY WHO PRAC-
TICES EXCLUSIVELY IN EMPLOYMENT LAW.

MS. BAUMLER CAN BE REACHED THROUGH

THE LEGAL GRIND AT 310-452-8160
OR BY VISITING WWW.LEGALGRIND.COM.

Disclaimer: this article does 
not constitute legal advice 

and does not create an 
attorney client relationship.

Fighting for Your
Unemployment Benefits

LEGAL GRIND®

Justice Served Daily®

since 1996

®

MONDAY

4:00--5:00pm (1st & 3rd Monday/Month) Criminal, DMV & Traffic Law: Felony and Misdemeanor 
Crimes, with former Deputy D.A. and Attorney Jacob Glucksman

5:00--6:00pm (1st & 3rd Monday/Month) Tenant Rights,Auto accidents, Products Liability, Insurance & 
Business Disputes, Personal Injury & Small Claims with Attorney Mark Palmer

TUESDAY

9:00-12:00noon Patent,Trademark and Copyright Law with Attorney Marcus Risso (By appointment only)

1:00-4:00pm Employment Law:Wrongful Termination, Sexual harassment, Disability Accommodation,
Leave Law, Discrimination, Retaliation,Whistle Blower,Wage & Hour disputes with 
Attorney Sara Eliot at Lulu's Beehive, 13203 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA 91604.

4:00-5:00pm (1st and 3rd Tuesday/Month): Civil and Criminal Law with former Deputy District 
Attorney Hart Levin. Hart has expertise in all criminal and traffic issues, and he also has 
extensive knowledge in many areas of civil law including business disputes, fraud,
personal injury and employment law.

WEDNESDAY

5:00-6:30pm Divorce and Legal Separation; Domestic Partnerships; Child Custody, Support and 
Visitation; Spousal Support; Prenuptial Agreements & Mediation with Family Law 
Specialist Attorney Elizabeth Fields at the Novel Café located at 2901 Ocean Park Blvd. in
Santa Monica, 90405.

THURSDAY

12:00-2:00pm Immigration and Family Law with Attorney Galorah Keshavarz (By appointment Only)

5:00-6:00pm Chapter 7 and 13 Bankruptcy Filings, Debt Negotiation and Personal Injury cases with 
Attorneys Paul Mankin and/or Jeff Hughes (By appointment Only)

4:00--5:00pm (2nd & 4th Thursday/Month) Landlord/Tenant Rights & Obligations, Small Claims,
Restraining Orders/Domestic Violence & General Practice Law with Attorney John Wittig

FRIDAY

4:00-5:00pm (2nd & 4th Friday/Month) Criminal, DMV & Traffic Law: Felony and Misdemeanor Crimes
with former Deputy D.A. and Attorney Jacob Glucksman

4:00--5:00pm (2nd & 4th Friday/Month) Small business start-ups, Corporations, Contracts, Non-Profit 
Organizations, Green Law, Employment Law, Green and Sustainable Business Practices 
with Attorney Becki Kammerling.

SATURDAY

10am-12noon (1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday/Month) Estate Planning,Trust & Will Contests Probate,
Elder Law, Business Litigation, Formation & Dissolution, Contracts, HOA & Personal 
Injury with Attorney Richard Ruman

10am-11:30am (2nd & 4th Sat/Month) Employment/Labor Law including wrongful termination, sexual 
harassment, wage & hour claims, severance issues; and Family Law/Divorce including 
support, custody, & prenuptial agreements with Attorney Todd Smilovitz.

www.LegalGrind.com
$45 Coffee & Counsel® Schedule

@ THE NOVEL CAFÉ, located at 2127 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica
Although our doors are closed during construction, we’re still open!

CALL 310.452.8160 TO CONFIRM TIMES

Info@legalgrind.com

Legal Grind, Inc. is certified by the State Bar of CA as a Lawyer Referral & Information Service (#110), and
was the recipient of the ABA’s 2001 Legal Access Award. www.accesslegalgrind.com

Copyright © 2010-2011, Legal Grind, Inc.
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Tour De Feast

Michael Ryan news@smdp.com
WHAT A PAIR: West 4th and Jane owner Steve Lieberman with his new chef, Ryan Turner.
The public is invited to check out Turner's new menu May 9 at the Downtown gastropub.

FROM MAIN STREET TO MONTANA
Avenue, places to wet your whistle come a
dime a dozen.

However, some of the better places that
offer a wider beer selection are more than
likely to also hold tastings, dinners, and
events showcasing a certain brewery’s goods.
It’s a great way to differentiate yourself and
to create a rep.

After recent success with a beer dinner
featuring Firestone-Walker Brewing Co.
from Paso Robles, Calif., West 4th and Jane
gave it another go around, but this time with
Ommegang Brewery from Cooperstown,
N.Y. It was fitting to feature Ommegang
since the gastropub was founded by Steve
Lieberman and Keith O’Brien, two high
school chums from the city that never sleeps.

The evening was set with the usual cast of
characters — press, PR people, beer reps, but
with a large showing of regulars as well. The
general consensus from my table, which
consisted of a lawyer, an account exec, an art
director, amongst others, was they liked the
bar, they liked the food, so adding copious
amounts of beer was a no brainer.

It was a five course affair paired with five
different types of beers. Ommegang special-
izes in Belgium style-beer, which by defini-
tion runs the gamut from blonde ales to
lambics, saisons to trappist Beers, and every-
thing in between. The beers at the tasting
had a similar spectrum of variety, but were
paired very nicely with their corresponding
dish and vice versa.

A great example was the first course,
which consisted of an exquisite piece of
hamachi paired with Ommegang’s Witte, the
lightest of the beers in color, flavor, and alco-
hol content described as flavorful, soft and
hazy. Soft and hazy was the general tone as
the courses continued to arrive — along
with the pitchers.

Each time a new beer would come to the
table, someone would declare “this is my
new favorite.” Perhaps the people at
Ommegang knew to save the best for last. It
must also be noted that the alcohol level in

each new pitcher seemed to be higher too.
A standard beer dinner for myself usually

consists of beer, pretzels, more beer, more
pretzels, even more beer, shots, and then Taco
Bell. This beer dinner was quite the opposite.
Chef Ryan Turner did an exemplary job siz-
ing up each beer, and pairing them with what
was becoming an increasingly more inebriat-
ed group. Not to undermine the himachi, or
roasted baby beets, but when the chicken
fried quail and waffle arrived, followed by a
plate of crispy pig ear, braised pork cheek,
and nori rubbed pork loin, it’s safe to say that
it brought out the fat kid in all of us.

Ommegang delivered with a great lineup
from the Witte, to a farmhouse saison,
dubbel, amber, and topped off by their 3
Philosophers, which was described as a
dessert beer; dark, sweet, and at 9.7 percent
abv, a perfect night cap.

From Firestone to Ommegang, 4th and
Jane has aligned itself with quality beer mak-
ers. The establishment also lucked out with a
chef who delivered an outstanding meal in
plating, creativity, and taste (the three judg-
ing categories for “Iron Chef”). All because
their last chef quit during the organizing of
this beer dinner, and Ryan had to step in on
short notice. That’s a story for a different
day, probably for their re-launch party on
May 9.

MMIICCHHAAEELL can be seen riding around town on his
bike burning calories so he can eat more food, or
on CityTV hosting his own show, "Tour de Feast."
To reach him visit his website at tourdefeast.net
or follow him on Twitter @TourDeFeastSM.

If you go

West 4th and Jane 
1432 A Fourth St.
Santa Monica, Calif. 
90401 
(310) 395-6765
http://west4thjane.com/

West 4th welcomes new chef
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Simply Roasted
Whole Foods

“ W H E R E  S L I D E R S  R U L E ”
147 South Barrington Ave, LA, CA 90049

Located near Sunset in the Brentwood Village

Phone (310) 476-1100 |  Fax (310) 476-9400

Now
Open!
Now
Open!

Family dinner tonight – We’ve got you covered!
Beef Turkey or Chicken

4 – 8 people 4 – 8 people
Includes 6oz carved meat & choice of 2 sides, 2 sauces, bread

BY TRACIE CONE
Associated Press

FRESNO, Calif. The California dairy cow
found to have mad cow disease was very old
for a milk producer and had been eutha-
nized after it became lame and started lying
down, federal officials revealed in their latest
update on the discovery.

The 10-year-old dairy cow, only the
fourth ever discovered in the United States,
was found as part of an Agriculture
Department program that tests about 40,000
cows a year for the fatal brain disease. It was
unable to stand before it was killed and sent
to a rendering plant’s Hanford, Calif. trans-
fer station.

It was one of dozens that underwent ran-
dom testing at the transfer site, and the pos-
itive results have set off a federal investiga-
tion into the source of the disease.

U.S. health officials say there is no risk to
the food supply. The California cow was
never destined for the meat market, and it
developed “atypical” BSE from a random
mutation, something that scientists know
happens occasionally. Somehow, a protein
the body normally harbors folds into an
abnormal shape called a prion, setting off a
chain reaction of misfolds that eventually
kills brain cells.

A USDA spokesman says they do not yet
know what causes this strain of the disease.
Agriculture officials are investigating,
among other things, whether feed sources
might have played a role in the animal con-
tracting the fatal illness.

The strain of bovine spongiform
encephalopathy that appeared in the UK in the
1990s and set off a worldwide beef scare was a
form caused by cattle eating rendered protein
supplements derived from slaughtered cattle,
including brains and spinal columns, where
the disease is harbored. Scientists know less
about the “atypical” strain.

It “may or may not be related to feed or
forage type,” said Larry Hawkins, spokesman
for the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service in California.

The dairy in question is one of 381 in
Tulare County, the No. 1 dairy county in
the nation. Most mega-dairies have com-
puterized records which would allow
investigators to easily track any offspring
the cow had in order to keep up her milk
production.

However, USDA spokesman Matt
Herrick said investigators are laboring
through paper records. That fact, combined
with the fact that the cow was more than
twice as old as most milk cows in the system,
could indicate one of the region’s smaller
dairies is the target of the probe.

The World Organization for Animal
Health has established protocol for investi-
gations into cases of bovine spongiform
encephalopathy that includes finding other
cows that the Holstein in question was raised
with, tracking down all progeny and deter-

mining what she ate.
After the UK crisis, federal regulations

changed to keep brains and spinal columns
in cattle over 30 from being rendered into
protein products for human consumption.
In addition, bovine protein is not supposed
to be fed to other bovines.

However, bovine protein is routinely
fed to egg-laying chickens, and the “litter”
from those chickens — chicken excrement
and the feed that spills onto the floor — is
collected and rendered back into cattle
feed. Neurodegenerative researchers such
as UC San Francisco’s Dr. Stanley Prusiner,
who received the 1997 Nobel Prize in
Medicine for discovering prions — the
protein associated with BSE — has warned
that the US should ban poultry waste in
cattle feed.

Most dairy cows typically experience
declining milk production by age 5 and are
sent to slaughterhouses to be ground into
hamburger. The FDA tests 40,000 of the
nation’s 35 million slaughtered dairy and
beef cattle annually for BSE, targeting ani-
mals older than 30 months, when the disease
is more likely to appear. However, there are
cases of BSE that have been detected in cat-
tle as young as 20 months.

“We are testing .12 percent of the cattle
slaughtered,” Michael Hansen, senior scien-
tist at the Consumers Union and a longtime
critic of the US policy regarding mad cow
disease. “In Japan they test all cattle over 20
months, in Europe it’s all cattle over 24 or 30
months, depending on the country. They’ve
been able to find sick animals that look
healthy but could have ended up in the food
supply.”

A move by a Kansas beef packer in 2006
to voluntarily test all of its beef so it could
label the packages “BSE free,” was thwart-
ed by the USDA, which argued that it
would create instability in the market.
Creekstone Farms Premium Beef had
challenged the USDA’s position that it
held legal authority to control access to
the test kits.

In the current case, the USDA didn’t
elaborate on the cow’s symptoms other
than to say it was “humanely euthanized
after it developed lameness and became
recumbent.” Outward symptoms of the
disease can include unsteadiness and inco-
ordination.

The unidentified Tulare County dairy
where the cow died was not under obligation
to report its suspicious behavior, according
to state and federal agriculture officials,
because the symptoms mimic other neuro-
logical diseases that can afflict cattle, said Dr.
Richard Breitmeyer, director of the
California Animal Health and Food Safety
Laboratory at UC Davis.

“In reality (mad cow disease) is so rare in
this country and there are just very little in
the way of clinical signs specific to BSE
alone,” said Breitmeyer, who spent 17 years
as California’s state veterinarian.

Holstein with mad cow disease
was lame, lying down



Mango eventually died of a fungal infec-
tion, but Tweti’s new awareness of parrot
care and the prevalence of parrots in sub-
standard conditions spurred her to push for
better owner education for 17 years.

This Sunday, Tweti’s nonprofit organiza-
tion Parrot Care Project is kicking off the
Cage xChange Campaign by hosting a bird
cage exchange at Omar’s Exotic Birds on
Wilshire Boulevard on the east side of town.
The event runs from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. and
will allow bird owners to turn in their too-
small cages for larger ones at below whole-
sale prices. The store will also have rescued
and pre-owned parrots to adopt.

A few hundred people are expected to
attend, said Omar Gonzales, owner of the store.

Though parrots are seen as beautiful,
exotic and highly conscious birds, Tweti said
many owners are unaware of the amount of
time necessary to keep them healthy.
According to her research, the vast majority
of birds are in cages that are too small for
them, leading to conditions like feather pick-
ing and biting.

“People really don’t know how to care for
them,” Tweti said. “It has to change.”

In Santa Monica, there are few calls about
parrot abuse or mistreatment, said Jessica
Davenport, animal control officer at the
Santa Monica Animal Shelter. Any parrot
concerns usually fall into the category of
occasional noise complaints, she said.

Yet, adequate parrot care is something
that has surfaced in Irene Pepperberg’s
research. As a research assistant at Harvard
University and an adjunct associate profes-
sor at Brandeis University, Pepperberg stud-
ies animal cognition and specializes in par-

rots.
In the wild, parrots are highly social and

live in huge flocks, frequently foraging for
food across long distances. These conditions
cannot translate into captivity, when birds
sometimes sit alone in a cage for hours, she
said.

Though she said parrots can be good
pets, she emphasized that the specificity of
their needs do not always fit into every
owner’s lifestyle.

“(Owners) don’t realize how intelligent
and incredible these birds are,” Pepperberg
said. “It’s an incredible responsibility.”

This is what Tweti said she is hoping to
change.

“That event should start a domino effect
of people changing the way they treat their
parrots,” she said. “Right now, parrots are
really seen as fish in a cage — they’re deco-
rative ... and the majority of people don’t
take their parrots out of the cage. This is the
beginning of this re-education.”

Omar’s Exotic Birds is located at 3301
Wilshire Blvd. For more information about
the Cage xChange event, visit www.cagex-
change.com.

news@smdp.com
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Mira Tweti, 
founder of the Parrot Care Project 

and Cage xChange Campaign



house when they reached adulthood and
achieve independence at an earlier age. Over
the next few decades, young families ven-
tured out to live on their own, separately
from their parents, in traditional single-fam-
ily homes.

Since 1980, however, the number of fam-
ilies living in multi-generational households
has steadily climbed, buoyed by a wave of
immigration and delayed marriages. After
the onset of the Great Recession, the number
jumped even higher — rising 10.5 percent in
a two-year period so that nearly 17 percent
of Americans lived in multi-generational
households by 2009, according to a report by
the Pew Research Center.

During the last year, builders and home
designers have started to respond to the
trend by rolling out layouts for single-family
houses that include a semi-independent
suite with a separate entry, bathroom and
kitchenette. Some suites even include their
own laundry areas and outdoor patios for
additional privacy, though they maintain a
connection to the main house through an
inside door.

Reanna Cox, 33, bought a new home ear-
lier this year in San Bernardino with a suite
that connects to her kitchen through a hall-
way. Initially, Cox and her husband planned
to have his aging parents live there. But when
her sister lost her job, Cox invited her to
move into the suite with her young daugh-
ter.

“It’s somewhere they can live to get them-
selves back on their feet,” said Cox, who
moved to the tan, five bedroom house with
caramel-colored shutters to shorten her
daily commute.

Lennar Corp., based in Miami, is offering
3,400 square-foot homes that include a
roughly 700 square-foot suite in Las Vegas.
Standard Pacific Homes of Irvine is offering
a self-contained “casita” attached to the main
house as an option on its new designs.

Both companies say the plans have been
popular since they were rolled out last year.

But it isn’t clear what share of home-
buyers will buy these homes — especially
since immigrant families from Asia and
Latin America who have traditionally lived
together have long found ways to do so
without this option, said Gary Painter,
research director at the University of
Southern California’s Lusk Center for Real
Estate.

“There certainly is a demand to be close,”
Painter said. “We just don’t have enough in
the market to make a definitive statement
about whether this sort of kitchenette living
or guest house nearby will become a next
wave.”

But in higher-end markets, Painter said
it’s more likely such plans could prosper,
including among well-to-do immigrant
families.

New home sales have struggled as
builders face competition from foreclosures
and short sales. While sales of previously
occupied homes have risen more than 13
percent since July, sales of U.S. new homes
fell in February for the second straight
month and remain well below levels that
economists consider healthy.

Lennar is offering its so-called “Next
Gen” designs in states ranging from
California to Texas to Florida. Sales of these
multi-generational homes account for a very
small percentage of the company’s sales but
are growing quickly, said Jeff Roos, Lennar’s
western regional president.

Multi-generational homes are expected
to account for roughly 30 to 40 percent of
new homes in communities where the floor
plans are being offered, Roos said.

The Aliso Viejo-based New Home
Company is rolling out a range of options
for multi-generational living in the affluent
Orange County suburb of Irvine, where the
Asian population has nearly doubled in the
last decade.

The company’s floor plans include a self-
contained suite attached to a main house or
separate homes that share a common yard
and pool. The company has reached out to
Asian buyers by offering touches such as
specially designed wok kitchens and dedicat-
ed music rooms, but the homes are also
drawing buyers from other ethnic back-
grounds, said Joan Marcus-Colvin, the com-
pany’s vice president of sales, marketing and
design.

“Although extremely popular within the
Asian culture, (multi-generational living) is
also something a lot of other people are hav-
ing to deal with,” she said.

Jim Park, vice chair of the Asian Real
Estate Association of America, said he thinks
multi-generational designs are a smart
move, especially in light of Asian Americans’
preference for new construction and the
community’s rising purchasing power.

“In my experience, people do move
toward home products that are going to
meet their needs better,” said Park, who
owns a real estate firm in San Diego.

Builders say the tendency to live together
longer comes down to a matter of econom-
ics as families of varied ethnic backgrounds
cope with the wake of the recession and the
needs of aging parents, who may have seen
their retirement savings depleted in the
downturn.

“We see so many families that are living
like this,” said Jeremy Parness, Lennar’s divi-
sion president in Las Vegas.“There’s so many
different reasons, all driven mostly by eco-
nomics.”
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Law Offices of Matthew Rich
Certified Family Law Specialist 

100 WILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE 950 SANTA MONICA, CA. 90401

Your specialist to help navigate the big changes in family law.
Call now to discuss how these changes affect your case!

DIVORCE/CUSTODY SOLUTIONS

Free Consultations
Affordable Costs

310-985-5556
http://www.matthewrichlaw.com
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Wine & Spirits
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Camarenatequila 750 ml $12.99

HOME
FROM PAGE 1



It might even make sense to do so,
depending on the rental climate at the time,
given that most of the payment is covered by
the federal government.

According to a City Council presentation
given by Housing and Economic
Development Director Andy Agle in
February, landlords can get more money
from renting moderate income apartments
with zero to one bedrooms to those with
vouchers than they would be renting the
apartment to someone who does not
because of thresholds set by the feds.

It’s only when apartments hit the two or
three-bedroom range that income restric-
tions attached to the apartments bring rents
below market-rate.

According to the report, a one-bedroom
moderate income apartment goes for $1,708
a month, but a Section 8 housing voucher
only covers $1,352 of that.

And, according to the rules of the pro-
gram, the voucher holder is not allowed to
pay more than $580 each month on top of
that for the remainder of the rent and utili-
ties.

That’s the situation that led to the $300
gap that NMS started to see between what its
apartments were worth and how much it
was getting out of its tenants.

THE LANDLORDS
If it sounds complicated, it is.
Some landlords, either through inexperi-

ence or recent acquisition of properties,
might not even know what rules apply to
which units, be it Section 8 or inherited
income restrictions.

That can work against them if, as in the
case of NMS, they decided that rents were
being held artificially low without reason.

Arnie Corlin, a Los Angeles landlord, fol-
lows affordable housing, and Section 8
requirements in particular, as part of his
work with the Apartment Association of
Greater Los Angeles.

“I follow all of it, and I have difficulty,” he
said. “It’s extremely challenging to learn it or
understand it.”

Corlin accepts the vouchers, but the
added inspections required by the public
housing authority and other red tape adds

another $200 to each unit, he said.
Groups like NMS Properties have their

own in-house professionals to manage
Section 8 requirements and keep track of
income restrictions on units in their portfo-
lio, but most landlords don’t, Corlin said.

“Three-quarters of rental units are mom
and pops of four units or less,” Corlin said.
“Rarely do they have more than 10.”

NMS does have specialists on staff that
deal specifically with affordable housing,
however, and, unlike landlords with smaller
holdings and fewer staff, knew exactly who
was in what apartment and what could be
charged.

On Jan. 10, 2012, some tenants received
90-day notices that their rents would be
increased.

INTERVENTION
The Housing Division, City Attorney’s

Office and Legal Aid came together to work
to find ways to keep the residents in place.

In large part, it was Santa Monica’s com-
plicated hodge podge of rental restrictions
that saved the homes.

Beyond income requirements, some of
the units had restrictions still on them from
agreements made with City Hall after the
1994 Northridge earthquake. Landlords
whose buildings had been damaged in the
earthquake received low interest loans from
City Hall in return for affordable housing
guarantees.

“We paid the money back, but the restric-
tions stay on for life,” Andersen said.

Other units fell under Santa Monica’s
rent control laws, which govern 71.7 percent
of units in the city, according to a 2011 Rent
Control Board report.

After “innumerable hours” of work and a
great deal of stress on the part of older ten-
ants who feared that their units might be
taken from them, NMS agreed to rescind the
increase notices.

The company still feels that it had the
right to raise the rents, but “wanted to do the
right thing by people in our buildings,”
Andersen said.

“We think we followed the rules,” he said.
“It’s complicated, interpretational stuff.
There’s room for debate about what the
right process was to go through with all
these things.”

ashley@smdp.com
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Malibu Golf Club is a privately owned 

golf course which extends open play to the public. 

Situated high above Malibu in the picturesque 

Santa Monica Mountains, with various sloping 

topography, this course is one of the 

most beautiful in Los Angeles.

$55
($20 discount from reg. rates) 

Mon-Thurs until May, 31st 2012

Santa Monica Daily Press Deal

OPEN 7 days a week.

GREEN FEES: Monday-Thursday $75 w/cart 

GREEN FEES: Friday-Sunday $100 w/cart 

(818) 889-6680
www.themalibugolfclub.com
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“I LIKE THE IDEA OF LAND OWNERS
making money on their own property. What
I don’t like is being subjected to the debris of
carefree renters subtracting from the neigh-
borhood calm. Real progress does not mean
more taxes — it means more wisdom from
the stupidity of City Hall.”

“YES, JUST BECAUSE THE CITY OF
San Malicious has one of the more restric-
tive rent control laws in the country, last I
checked, we’re still living in a free nation. So
as a former landlord and believer in private
property, I definitely think that it is totally
out of line to forbid people form renting out
their homes. People have taxes to pay on
their homes. For a little extra income, I don’t
think it’s anyone’s business.”

“IT’S MY UNDERSTANDING THAT
homeowners own their homes, so if they
choose to rent them out it’s their property
and their choice. Tenants who create a nui-
sance should be treated as any other renter
and get a warning, and if that is ignored,
eviction. These measures take awhile to
enact in the case of residents, but could be
speeded up in terms of over-vacationers. It
would be well for prospective renters to be
notified of their responsibility in this
regard and of the consequences of eviction.
In terms of parking and traffic, the prob-
lem is with overdevelopers who build more
and more with inadequate parking for
renters, tourist trappers and the so-called
hospitality industry, which contributes to
this trashification of the city, gridlock and
waste of precious resources for fun and
profit.”

“HOMEOWNERS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO
rent out their properties for vacationers, so
long as the properties are not used as a
saloon, dance hall or a house of prostitution.
The fossilized minds of too-long-serving
council members need to mind their own
business and stay out of our property own-
ers’ business. Mind the store and not our
sovereign rights please, or go home!”

“FOR 31 MISERABLE YEARS, SANTA
Monicans for Renters’ Rights has run every-
thing in our once nice town. They don't
believe in property rights or freedom at all,
unless they can get a piece of the action.
They micromanage everything and tax any-
thing they can. They tax gas, electric, phone
and someday they will tax our farts since
don't they cause global warming? What
these crooks really want is to control and tax
the rentals. When will politicians learn the
old proverb that ‘He who governs least gov-
erns the best.’”

“I DO THINK HOMEOWNERS SHOULD BE
allowed to rent their properties. They own
the property — it’s their right to make what-

ever choice to rent it for any amount of time,
to co-swap it to get extra income. I’ve been
in the position myself, where renting it out
enabled me to keep my property and ulti-
mately, that should be the priority — to let
homeowners make the decision for them-
selves.”

“I REALLY LIKE THAT WHEN I GO ON
vacation in other cities I can rent a condo,
which does a much better job of meeting my
needs than staying at a hotel. The condo
owner charges me hotel tax, which gets for-
warded to the city. Usually there is a big
management company that handles that
marketing and paperwork for the owner.
What’s the big deal?”

“I THINK THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO RENT.
After all, they’re paying for the home and
taxes, and this is a free country. What’s
wrong with renting to make a little extra
money? Look what they’re doing to everyone
else in this city — like what they’re doing to
the seniors. There’s no protection.”

“I THINK IT’S FINE IF HOME OWNERS
rent out their homes, provided they have
business licenses, and also if the city makes
some rules about what is allowed so that if
temporary tenants are a nuisance in the
neighborhood they can be evicted in 24
hours. Also, I don’t think that they’re causing
the parking problem in Santa Monica. I
think it’s the alliance, we could call it,
between City Hall and the developers and
the hotel owners.”

“OF COURSE INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE ABLE
to rent all or part of their own house to visi-
tors for short-term vacation or business use,
as long as the use conforms to local zoning
laws. Home exchanges also fall into the same
area of use, exchanging with folks who live
out of state who want to enjoy our beautiful
coast for a few weeks. Where does govern-
ment control stop?”
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Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm
Appointments not required.

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Call for an appointment 310.315.1098

20% OFF
Haircuts
BEFORE 1 PM - with mention of this ad

Ask for Tracy 

TO RENT OR NOT TO RENT?
There’s a movement afoot to ease City Hall’s restrictions on allowing residences to be
rented out as vacation homes. City officials are actively trying to shut the practice down,
but plenty of owners would like the chance to make some extra money.

This past week, Q-line asked:
Do you think homeowners should be allowed to rent their properties out or should the
practice remain illegal?

Here are your responses:

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?
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Local, Secure, and Family
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(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

The Pretenders Studio believes in a healthy body image, positive attitude and the power to communicate through creativity.

www.thepretendersstudio.com

BRAND

NEW

FACILITY

July 9th-Aug 3rd, 10a-3pm, Monday-Thursday

CAMP SHOW FRIDAY EVENING AUGUST 3rd

Campers ages 7-15 yrs old – $795/camper (includes camp t-shirt)

Pre-camp yoga available 9am-10am daily for an additional $230/4 weeks

The Pretenders Studios -
Register by May 1st - 310.450.1800

SUMMER CAMP 2012
Sing, dance, create art projects, enjoy 

the summer sun, & put on a musical!

NOW CALLING ALL

DANCERS, SINGERS, 
& ACTORS TO BECOME...

1635 16th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete

and submit sealed bids for the:

Public Beach Restrooms – Conduit Installation for Future Phone Lines
SP2066

Bids shall be delivered to the City of Santa Monica, Office of the City Clerk, Room 102,

1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California, 90401, not later than 2:30 p.m. on Monday,

June 4, 2012, to be publicly opened and read aloud after 3:00 p.m. on said date in the

City Hall Council Chambers. Each Bid shall be in accordance with the Request for Bids.

PRE-BID JOB WALK:  

As Restroom Facilities are accessible to the Public daily from sunrise to sunset, no pre-
bid job walk is planned.

PROJECT ESTIMATE:  $28,000.00
CONTRACT DAYS:  60 
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  $300.00 Per Day
COMPENSABLE DELAY:  $300.00 Per Day

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s Finance website at:

http://www01.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/. The Contractor is required to have a B or

C10 license at the time of bid submission.  Contractors wishing to be considered must

submit Bids containing all information required pursuant to the City’s Request for Bids. 

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to

substitute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under this

Contract.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete

and submit sealed bids for the:

Public Beach Restroom - Lighting Revisions
SP2066

Bids shall be delivered to the City of Santa Monica, Office of the City Clerk, Room 102,

1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California, 90401, not later than 2:30 p.m. on Thursday,

May 24, 2012, to be publicly opened and read aloud after 3:00 p.m. on said date in the

City Hall Council Chambers. Each Bid shall be in accordance with the Request for Bids.

NON-MANDATORY PRE-BID JOB WALK:  

Wednesday, May 9, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.
2600 Ocean Front Walk Beach Restroom 
Note: The Restroom is accessible from the beach parking lot 
located at the western end of Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica.

PROJECT ESTIMATE:  $25,000.00
CONTRACT DAYS:  90 
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  $300.00 Per Day
COMPENSABLE DELAY:  $300.00 Per Day

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s Finance website at:

http://www01.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/. The Contractor is required to have a B or

C10 license at the time of bid submission.  Contractors wishing to be considered must

submit Bids containing all information required pursuant to the City’s Request for Bids. 

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to

substitute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under this

Contract.

BY CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
& PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON The U.S. economy grew more
slowly in the first three months of this year.
Governments spent less, and businesses cut
back on investment. But consumers spent at
the fastest pace in more than a year.

The result suggests that the economy will
continue to expand, slowly but steadily.

The Commerce Department estimated
Friday that the economy grew at an annual
rate of 2.2 percent in the January-March
quarter, compared with a 3 percent rate in
the final quarter of 2011. But growth is
expected to rebound to around 3 percent for
all of 2012 as stronger job growth spurs
more consumer spending.

Consumer spending accelerated to an
annual rate of 2.9 percent in the first quarter.
The strength came from a second robust
quarter of growth in auto purchases.

Here’s what The Associated Press’
reporters are finding:

A GLASS HALF-FULL
Is the weaker first-quarter growth worth

worrying about?
Not according to Sung Won Sohn, an eco-

nomics professor at the Smith School of
Business at California State University. He
thinks the economy will be boosted this year
by a more confident consumer as hiring
grows and business investment strengthens.

Sohn expects growth this year of 2.5 per-
cent, better than last year’s 1.7 percent.

“The economy is firmly on a growth tra-
jectory,” Sohn says. “The first-quarter slow-
down will be temporary.”

SPENDING WARMS UP...
A warm winter probably pulled some

consumer spending into the January-March
quarter that would normally have occurred

this quarter. Auto sales, for example,
accounted for nearly 30 percent of growth
last quarter. Many car buyers probably came
out earlier than usual.

Without autos, growth would have been
about 1.5 percent.

“The second quarter won’t have the
advantage of unseasonably warm weather
that likely goosed auto sales,” says Beata
Caranci, deputy chief economist at TD
Economics.

… ON THE OTHER HAND
The warmer weather also sapped strength

from the economy: Americans spent less on
utilities from January through March for a
second straight quarter.

That reduced growth.
Perhaps a hot summer will add to growth

later this year as Americans crank up their
air conditioners.

WEAK GROWTH, WEAK HIRING
How weak was the economy’s 2.2 percent

growth rate from January through March? It
depends.

A growth rate of 2.5 percent or higher is
good when the economy is healthy. But not
at a time of high unemployment.

With 12.7 million people unemployed,
today’s economy needs much faster growth
to boost hiring. Growth would have to be
roughly 4 percent for a full year to lower the
unemployment rate, now 8.2 percent, by 1
percentage point.

U.S. ECONOMY STILL TOPS
Even when growth is tepid, as it was last

quarter, the dollar figure for the U.S. econo-
my exceeds that of any other country’s.

Adjusted for inflation and seasonal fac-
tors, first-quarter output weighed in at an
annual rate of $13.5 trillion.

A weaker first quarter
doesn’t mean a weak year

SEE ECONOMY PAGE 14
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At its lowest point during the Great Recession, the figure
was $12.6 trillion.

The size of the world’s second-largest economy, China’s,
is roughly $11.3 trillion.

A DIFFERENT GAUGE OF GROWTH
The drop from a 3 percent growth rate in the October-

December quarter to 2.2 percent last quarter partly reflected
a slower pace of restocking by businesses.

Such inventory building had contributed more than half
the growth in the final three months of 2011. But last quar-
ter, it contributed less than one-third.

Many economists exclude inventories to better gauge the
economy’s underlying strength. By that measure, the output
of goods and services grew at an annual rate of 1.6 percent
last quarter — up from a 1.1 percent increase in the fourth
quarter.

PRESSURE ON CONGRESS
There may be a bright side to the weaker-than-expected

growth in the January-March quarter: It could push
Congress to reach a budget deal before the end of the year.

Otherwise, automatic tax increases and spending cuts
scheduled to start Jan. 1 would send the nation over a “fiscal
cliff” and drastically weaken economic growth, according to
Bank of America.

“Lawmakers need a reminder that they must reduce the
fiscal drag,” says Ryan Sweet, senior economist at Moody’s
Analytics.

SAVING LESS OF WHAT WE EARN
The increase in consumer spending comes with a caveat:

People spent more in part because they socked away less.
After-tax income grew at an annual rate of 2.8 percent

from January through March. That was about the same pace
as in the final three months of last year.

But over the same period, the savings rate fell to 3.9 per-
cent of after-tax income, down from 4.5 percent.

Economists worry that people won’t keep spending more
unless their income grows.

HOUSING PERKING UP
One surprising bright spot in the first quarter’s data:

housing.
Spending on home construction and renovations rose by

the most in nearly two years. Some of that gain was likely
fueled by the warm winter. Many construction projects are
usually put on hold when building sites are covered with
snow and ice. That didn’t happen so much this winter.

Housing is expected to contribute to growth this year for
the first time since 2005.

FIRST DRAFT OF HISTORY
Friday’s GDP report is just the initial estimate for first-

quarter economic output. As is customary, the government
will update its estimate in May and June.

And then in July, the first-quarter numbers will be
tweaked yet again. That’s when the government will revise its
estimates of growth from 2009 through the first quarter of
this year.

Last year, figures on incomes and saving were revised to
show that Americans earned and saved more than previous-
ly estimated. Some economists think the current numbers
on savings and income will also be revised higher later this
year.

BETTER THAN OVERSEAS
As disappointing as the first-quarter numbers were, the

U.S. economy still looks a lot stronger than most of the rest
of the developed world. It’s expected to grow at least 2.5 per-
cent for the full year.

By contrast, Britain’s economy will only grow 0.8
percent and Japan’s about 2 percent, according to
forecasts from the International Monetary Fund.
Things are even worse in Europe. The 17 countries
that use the euro as their currency are expected to see
growth shrink 0.3 percent.

“Growth is an increasingly rare commodity in the global
economy, but the US has got it,” says Jason Conibear of
Cambridge Mercantile, which specializes in trading curren-
cies.

NOT FAST ENOUGH
This was the 11th quarter since the Great Recession offi-

SEE GDP PAGE 15
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cially ended in June 2009. The fastest rate of economic
growth has been 3.9 percent in the first quarter of 2010.
Normally, a much bigger bounce would follow a deep reces-
sion like the one the United States sank into in December
2007.

When the economy emerged from the recession of 1981-
1982, for instance, growth hit an 8 percent annual pace for
four straight quarters in 1983 and 1984.

THE WEIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
Government spending cuts are weighing on the U.S.

economy in a way that hasn’t been seen in generations.
Those cuts have reduced growth for six straight quarters —
the longest stretch since 1955.

Reduced government spending subtracted 0.6 percentage
point from the first quarter’s growth.

That drag may ease the rest of this year. Defense spending
fell sharply in the past two quarters, which isn’t likely to con-
tinue. And state tax revenue is recovering, closing budget
gaps.

“It’s hard for the economy to accelerate when the govern-
ment has its foot on the brake,” said Joel Naroff, president of
Naroff Economic Advisors.

WILL FED INTERVENE?
The Federal Reserve might have to rethink its forecasts

and its policies, economists say. One economist thinks the
Fed is now more likely to pursue a third round of bond pur-
chases to try to push down long-term interest rates to stim-
ulate the economy.

It’s “back on the table,” says Bernard Baumohl of the
Economic Outlook Group.

BOOST TO STOCKS?
The possibility that the Fed might intervene helps

explains why stocks rose slightly on news of a slowing econ-
omy. When the Fed tries to lower interest rates and boost the
economy, investors tend to shift money out of lower-yielding
investments and into stocks.

“(Fed Chairman) Ben Bernanke has created the impres-
sion that if the economy stumbles, he’ll be there to hold your
hand,” says David Rosenberg, chief economist of money
manager Gluskin Sheff.

Lifted also by corporate profit gains, the Dow Jones
industrial average was up about 37 points in late-afternoon
trading Friday.

WHY IT MATTERS
The U.S. gross domestic product is the bedrock of the

economy. It measures the output of all goods and services
produced in the United States, from cars to electricity to
manicures. GDP growth drives job creation, pay, corporate
profits and stock prices.
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 56.7°
SWELL FORECAST
Should see some light southern hemi swell, around waist high at south facing breaks. Some NW is
due to bring chest high surf to west facing spots.  

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
LOOKING TO BE CHEST HIGH MOST EVERYWHERE.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
AP Sports Writer

DENVER The Denver Nuggets desperately
wanted to make the playoffs to get their new
young roster some experience under pres-
sure. In coach George Karl’s mind, they got a
jump-start on that.

Karl had his team treat the last seven reg-
ular season games as a playoff series, suggest-
ing Denver had to win at least four to reach
the postseason for a ninth straight season.

They won six, moving up the Western
Conference ladder to the No. 6 seed and a
first-round date with the Los Angeles Lakers
instead of the resurgent San Antonio Spurs
or the powerful Oklahoma City Thunder.

“I think it’s very impressive because if you
consider all the injuries we had, all the trade
stuff, a lot of things happened this year but
we’re still here in the playoffs,” Danilo
Gallinari said. “I thought we played a great
season.”

Despite making the playoffs every season
since 2003-04, the Nuggets have advanced
out of the first round just once in that span,
and many fans figure they’re first-round
fodder again with a roster still getting used
to JaVale McGee, who came over from
Washington in the Nene trade, and several
players still working their way back into
shape after getting knocked out by injuries.

“I’m as disappointed as anybody that we
haven’t had a better playoff record, but I’m
also as proud as anybody to be one of three
teams in this league that have gone to the
playoffs” nine straight years, Karl said.

Karl said that against the Lakers, he
wouldn’t shy away from playing two big men
whose minutes have diminished of late:
Timofey Mozgov, one of the players both-
ered by injuries, and Chris “Birdman”
Andersen, who gave way to youngsters who
needed more minutes down the stretch.

“I’m not afraid to play Bird or Timo at
any time,” Karl said. “They’ve done great
hanging in. Bird’s been dealt a bad hand.
Timo, since his injury, Kosta (Koufos) has
gotten the minutes to the point where I don’t
want to take them away from Kosta.”

The Nuggets lost a lot of talented players
from last year’s team, including Kenyon

Martin and J.R. Smith, and when training
camp opened after the labor impasse was
settled, Denver looked like a hodgepodge of
YMCA players. But they jelled quickly and
jumped out to a 14-6 record.

Then, the injuries struck, most notably to
Gallinari, whose leg and thumb ailments kept
him on the sideline for long stretches while the
Nuggets languished before finishing strong.

“I don’t remember anybody really anx-
iously saying that we were going to be a play-
off team before the season started,” Karl said.
“Most people had dismissed us as probably
we weren’t. I never backed away from the
playoffs. I always thought we were going to
be a playoff team and I think we can still
have a chance to be a good playoff team.”

The Nuggets’ win over Minnesota on
Thursday night ensured they wouldn’t face
the Thunder again in the first round as they
did last year, when they were eliminated by
Kevin Durant & Co. in five games.

The Kobe Bryant-led Lakers are formida-
ble even without Metta World Peace, who has
to sit out L.A.’s first six playoff games for the
elbow he delivered to James Harden’s head in
a game against Oklahoma City on Sunday.

“The champion is yet to be determined,”
Karl said. “It’s going to be determined in the
first couple rounds of the playoffs. Someone
is going to find their strut, find their confi-
dence and they’re going to snowball some
momentum into a championship.”

With rookie Kenneth Faried coming on
strong, Arron Afflalo hitting his stride, Al
Harrington coming through in the clutch
and speedsters Ty Lawson and Corey Brewer
altering the pace, the Nuggets finished 38-28
and on the upswing.

“I just have to do what I have been doing:
basically, run the floor and rebound the
ball,” Faried said. “I need to focus and con-
tinue to grind. We have to use our speed ver-
sus their size.”

Denver enters the playoffs Sunday at Los
Angeles riding a four-game winning streak.

“We’ve been playing well,” Lawson said.
“Everybody’s getting acclimated. Gallo’s get-
ting his rhythm back. I think we’re playing at
a high level right now. JaVale’s been dunking
and playing well, too. We’re ready to go.”

The question is, how far?

NBA PLAYOFFS 

Nuggets vs. Lakers is speed vs. power

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS
CITY OF SANTA MONICA

MEASURE V CITIZENS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

One seat available for a term ending on December 31, 2012.

Applicants must reside in Santa Monica.

Applications due by noon, Tuesday, June 5, 2012.
Appointment to be made by City Council, June 12, 2012.

The Oversight Committee was created to audit the use of the proceeds of the Clean Beaches

and Ocean Parcel Tax (also known as Measure V) adopted by voters in November, 2006.

Committee members must be qualified electors of the City of Santa Monica and may not

hold paid office or employment in the City government.

No Santa Monica City Employee may serve as a member of any Board or Commission.

The State Political Reform Act requires committee members to disclose their interest and

income which may be materially affected by their official action by filing a Statement of

Economic Interest (Form 700) with the City Clerk’s office upon assuming office, and annu-

ally thereafter.

Applications and information on Board/Commission duties & disclosure requirements are

available from the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall, 1685 Main St., Rm. 102 (submit applica-

tions at this same location), by phone at (310) 458-8211 or on-line at

http://www01.smgov.net/cityclerk/boards.  All current applications on file will be considered.

Disability related assistance and alternate formats of this document are available upon

request by calling (310) 458-8211.
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Let the good times roll, Taurus
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ It's as if someone is stoking your
Arian fires, as you take off in pursuit of some-
thing for which you have a passionate desire.
Living life in a spontaneous fashion suits you in
many ways. Romance inevitably will get a
notch or two more intense. If you are single,
you're like the pied piper -- everyone follows
you and wants to be with you. Tonight: Choose
your companion with care, unless you like fire-
works.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ You are happy at home and do not
want to go anywhere. Others must sense this
energy as they come toward you. Expect an
element of excitement to enter your peaceful
abode. Before you know it, you could become a
host or hostess. Tonight: Let the good times
roll.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Whatever set you ablaze makes no
difference, but you'll display a lot of enthusi-
asm and energy as a result. Whatever your
plans might be, they could change at a
moment's notice. Suddenly, you desire a lot
more adventure. Tonight: Go off and do some-
thing physical and fun. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Even with the best of intentions, indul-
gence could take over. Someone you look up to
could stun you with his or her comments. You
might stop and try to see where this person is
coming from. Still, you are on a roll. Tonight: A
force to be dealt with.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ You are in your element. Tap into
news that might be the initial plans for a trip.
You can only gain, as you tend to be a little
down as of late. Let spontaneity and a sense of
urgency come into play. Tonight: Be around
like minds and great music.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ The wise person within you will choose
to keep opinions to him- or herself. You will go
along with someone you care about if you can
deal with his or her erratic behavior.  Tonight:
Enjoy the company of a special someone.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Get out and enjoy yourself with your
friends. Indulge in a mutual pastime, or make a
point of bringing others together. A loved one
could act in unexpected ways. Listen to what is
being shared. Tonight: Enjoy yourself, but be
aware of someone's actions. Words are nice,
but actions count.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Others look for you. You suddenly are
tossed into the limelight. Though you like the
attention, it carries with it a certain amount of
responsibility. Think before you leap. Tonight:
You are the natural leader.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Try to take an overview of a situation,
rather than making a quick statement indicat-
ing that you have everything under control.
You don't! Exciting ideas pop up when you relax
or brainstorm. Others cannot help but respond.
Tonight: Paint the town red.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You would prefer to be one-on-one
with a loved one or dear friend. You might feel
relieved by not having to relate to all the peo-
ple in your immediate circle. Stay close to
home, yet be willing to accept a spontaneous
invitation. Tonight: Just be natural.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Others seem quirkier than usual. You
might find their energy to be fun and a little
more exciting than in the past. Open up to
changing plans, especially if you see that a
more exciting opportunity arises. Tonight:
Feelings pop up from out of nowhere.

This year you often say what you want, only to discover later that you

might be conflicted by that same desire. Be aware of wanting one thing

emotionally yet intellectually desiring something else. See how you can

make both of these desires happen. If you are single, relating to others could be difficult. A potential suitor could receive

mixed messages. If you are attached, the two of you could find yourself in a spat as a result of poor communication. Explain

to your sweetie what is happening. Do not offend proud LEO.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Saturday, April 28
Children Of Paradise (NR) 3hr 10min
7:30pm
Presented in collaboration with the French Film and
TV Office in Los Angeles, French Embassy.

Sunday, April 29
Clint Eastwood double feature.
High Plains Drifter (R) 1hr 45min
Joe Kidd (PG) 1hr 28min 
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Three Stooges (PG) 1hr 32min
11:00am, 1:25pm, 3:45pm, 6:00pm, 8:20pm,

10:30pm

Mirror Mirror (PG) 1hr 46min
11:10am, 1:45pm, 4:10pm, 7:10pm, 10:00pm

American Reunion (R) 1hr 53min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 4:40pm, 7:45pm, 10:45pm

Titanic 3D (PG-13) 3hrs 14min
11:45am, 4:05pm, 8:20pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Chimpanzee (G) 1hr 18min
10:45am, 12:45pm, 2:45pm, 5:00pm, 7:00pm,

9:00pm

Cabin in the Woods (R) 1hr 35min
11:40am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm, 11:00pm

21 Jump Street (R) 1hr 49min
11:10am, 1:55pm, 4:45pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm

Pirates! Band of Misfits 3D (PG) 1hr 28min
11:00am, 1:30pm, 3:50pm, 6:00pm, 8:20pm,

9:30pm

Hunger Games (PG-13) 2hrs 22min
11:45am, 3:05pm

Hunger Games (PG-13) 2hrs 22min
6:15pm, 9:40pm

Think Like a Man (PG-13) 2hrs 02min
11:00am, 1:55pm, 4:45pm, 7:45pm, 10:50pm

Five-Year Engagement (R) 2hrs 04min
11:15am, 2:10pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:45pm,

11:15pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Restless City (R) 1hr 20min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 9:45pm

Jesus Henry Christ (PG-13) 1hr 47min
11:00am

We Have a Pope (Habemus Papam) (NR) 1hr
40min

11:00am

Footnote (Hearat Shulayim) (PG) 1hr 43min
11:00am

Kid With a Bike (Le Gamin au Velo) (PG-13)
1hr 27min

3:30pm, 5:40pm, 7:50pm

Damsels in Distress (PG-13) 1hr 38min
1:40pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

Deep Blue Sea (R) 1hr 38min
1:10pm, 9:55pm

Highest Pass (NR) 1hr 30min
1:00pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 7:40pm, 10:15pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Hunger Games (PG-13) 2hrs 22min

12:45pm, 4:05pm, 7:15pm, 10:40pm

Bully (R) 1hr 34min

11:30am, 1:55pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

Safe (R) 1hr 35min

11:50am, 2:30pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm

Raven (R) 1hr 43min

11:45am, 2:20pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm, 10:20pm

Lucky One (PG-13) 1hr 41min

11:30am, 12:15pm, 2:00pm, 3:00pm, 4:45pm,

5:45pm, 7:30pm, 8:15pm, 10:10pm, 10:50pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ Bill Dillon, released from a Florida
prison in 2009 after 27 years'
wrongful incarceration, received a
public apology in March from Gov.
Rick Scott (and will get $50,000
from the state for each year of lock-
up). Dillon is one of the first inmates
to have received justice among as
many as an estimated 60 who were
convicted with the help of the now-
deceased dog trainer John Preston,
whose supposedly heroic-nosed
German shepherds could somehow
track smells through water and pick
out lone scents among highly con-
taminated crime scenes -- thus
magically confirming speculative
parts of prosecutors' cases when no
other evidence was available.
Pushover judges allowed Preston a
free hand until one thought to sub-
ject the dog to a simple courtroom
smell test, which the dog totally
failed. Though satisfied with his own
outcome, Dillon begged authorities
to open other cases involving
Preston's dogs. 
■ In March, authorities in Davis,
Okla., after viewing surveillance
video, charged Jimmy "Hawkeye"
Jeter, 77, with a "detestable and
abominable crime against nature"
for "violating" a show pig at a barn
on the property of the local school
system. According to a KFOR-TV
report, Jeter told investigators (in
farm language, apparently) that he
"poured corn out to hold the gilt
still" and then "stuck my finger up
her private." Nonetheless, he
assured them that he was "not try-
ing to poison the gilt" and that he
had done this "in the early '70s."
Later, he acknowledged that he was
acting for sexual gratification. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

nnoosshh  \\  nnoosshh  \\    ,,  vveerrbb;;
1. To snack or eat between meals.
2. To snack on.
noun: 1. A snack.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1965– United States occu-
pation of the

Dominican Republic: American
troops land in the Dominican
Republic to "forestall establish-
ment of a Communist dictator-
ship" and to evacuate U.S. Army
troops.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 4/24

3  9  15  37  38
Meganumber: 39
Jackpot: $88M

Draw Date: 4/25

12  15  29  20  28
Meganumber: 21
Jackpot: $12M

Draw Date: 

Draw Date: 4/27

MIDDAY: 7 2 1
EVENING: 6 6 6

Draw Date: 4/27

1st: 04 Big Ben
2nd: 03 Hot Shot
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1:43.42

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
$$Cut your STUDENT-LOAN 
payments in 1/2 or more? If 
you have Student-loans you 
can get Relief NOW. Much 
LOWER payments. Late-in De-
fault NO Problem Just call the 
Student Hotline 877-898-9024

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 
Become an Aviation Mainte-
nance Tech. FAA approved 
training. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 
(866)453-6204

AT&T U-Verse for just 
$29.99/mo! SAVE when you 
bundle Internet+Phone+TV and 
get up to $300 BACK! (select 
plans). Limited Time CALL 
NOW! 800-307-5308

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality. 
Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. Call 
800-494-3586 www.Centura-
Online.com

Bundle & Save on your CABLE, 
INTERNET PHONE, AND MORE. 
High Speed Internet starting at 
less than$20/mo. CALL NOW! 
800-375-1270 

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed Ca-
nadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of 
up to 90% on all your medica-
tion needs. Call Today 
888-734-1530 for $25.00 off 
your first prescription and free 
shipping.

CASH FOR CARS, Any Make or 
Model! Free Towing. Sell it TO-
DAY. Instant offer: 
1-800-864-5784

Dish Network lowest nationwide 
price $19.99 a month. FREE 
HBO/Cinemax/Starz FREE 
Blockbuster FREE HD-DVR and 
install. Next day install 
1-800-401-3045

Meet singles right now! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 888-962-3056. (Cal-SCAN)

SMALL BUSINESS Credit Guar-
anteed! $7,000 Credit Line to 
Fund or Grow Your Business. 
Call Today for Approval 
877-648-7079 Between 9-6EST

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Start Your Application In Under 
60 Seconds. Call Today! Con-
tact Disability Group, Inc. Li-
censed Attorneys & BBB Ac-
credited. Call 888-606-4790

Employment
COMMISSION SALES rep needed part 
time with internet marketing experi-
ence. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Dental office looking for 
receptionist/dental asst M/W/F, 
9:30am-6:30pm. Salary $10-12/hr, 
Please call (310)826-7494. 
ddsbraces@yahoo.com

Employment
D r i v e r s !
CDLTrainingnow.com accept-
ing applications 16 day Com-
pany sponsored CDL training. 
No experience needed. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 9 9 1 - 7 5 3 1
www.CDLtrainingnow.com

Need money? Out of High 
School? 18-24 needed. Get 
paid to see America. Paid train-
ing, travel and lodging. 
877-646.5050

Help Wanted
$5,000 ANNUAL MILAGE bonus program for 
owner/operators of 3/4-ton and larger pickups 
with fifth wheel. Competitive rates, variety of 
runs, and flexible schedule. 1-866-764-1601 
or ForemostTransport.com. (Cal-SCAN

A LEASE PURCHASE You’ll Like! Zero Down. No 
Upfront Payment. Two Year 
Bumper-to-Bumper Warranty. $500 Fuel 
Credit. O/O’s, Company Drivers Welcome. 
888-440-2465 or www.drivenci.com. 
(Cal-SCAN)

APPLY NOW, 13 DRIVERS. Top 5% Pay & 
Benefits. 2 Months CDL Class A Driving Expe-
rience. 1-877-258-8782. 
www.MeltonTruck.com/drive. (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS - Choose your hometime from 
Weekly, 7/ON-7/OFF, 14/ON-7/OFF, Full or 
Part-time. Daily Pay! Top Equipment! Re-
quires 3 months recent experience. 
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS: NO EXPERIENCE? Class A Driver 
Training. We train and employ! New pay in-
creases coming soon. Experienced Drivers 
also Needed! Central Refrigerated. 
1-877-369-7091. www.CentralTruckDriving-
Jobs.com (Cal-SCAN)

FOREMEN AND TECHNICIANS to lead Utility 
Field Crews. Outdoor physical work, many po-
sitions, paid training. Foremen 
$17.00-23.09/hr and Technicians $16.72/hr., 
weekly performance bonuses after promotion, 
company truck and benefits. Must have 
strong leadership skills, good driving history 
and able to travel in California and nearby 
States. Email resume to 
Recruiter1@osmose.com or apply online at 
www.OsmoseUtilities.com. EOE M/F/D/V. 
(Cal-SCAN)

MOTEL MANAGER, a couple to live in & 
operate a westside motel. Job includes 
salary, furnished 2 bdrm apt, free utili-
ties, cable tv, wifi. Please call 
(310)737.7276.

NEW TO TRUCKING? Your new career starts 
now! *$0 Tuition Cost, *No Credit Check, 
*Great Pay & Benefits. Short employment 
commitment required. Call: 1-866-275-3249. 
www.JoinCRST.com (Cal-SCAN)

Business Opps
Earn up to $50/hr!! Get paid to 
Shop and Eat! Start Now. 
Training Provided. CALL 
1-888-750-0193 

Career Opportunities
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home. *Medi-
cal, *Business, *Criminal Justice, *Hospital-
ity. Job placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 www.Centura-
Online.com (Cal-SCAN)

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? You choose from 
families nationwide. LIVING EX-
PENSES PAID. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292, 
24/7 Void/Illinois 

Internet
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone. 
Packages start at $89.99/mo (for 12 months.) 
Options from ALL major service providers. Call 
Acceller today to learn more! CALL 
1-888-897-7650. (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
100 Percent Guaranteed Omaha Steaks - 
SAVE 65 percent on the Family Value Collec-
tion. NOW ONLY $49.99 Plus 3 FREE GIFTS & 
right-to-the-door delivery in a reusable cooler. 
ORDER TODAY at 1-888-525-4620 or 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/family16, use code 
45069TVH. (Cal-SCAN)

3-8 HOME SITES in New Mexico near AZ bor-
der. Views, trees, underground utilities, water. 
From $24,995! Lowest prices ever! CALL 
N O W ! 8 8 8 - 8 1 2 - 5 8 3 0
www.hitchingpostland.com. (Cal-SCAN)

BUY/SELL AN RV ONLINE! Best Deals and Se-
lection. Visit RVT.com Classifieds. Thousands 
of RVs for Sale by Owner and Dealer Listings. 
www.RVT.com. Call 888-260-2043. 
(Cal-SCAN)

MANTIS Deluxe Tiller. NEW! FastStart engine. 
Ships FREE.  One-Year Money-Back Guarantee 
when you buy DIRECT.  Call for the DVD and 
FREE Good Soil book! 888-815-5176. 
(Cal-SCAN)

READERS & MUSIC LOVERS. 100 Greatest 
Novels (audio books) ONLY $99.00 (plus s h.) 
Includes MP3 Player & Accessories. BONUS: 
50 Classical Music Works & Money Back 
Guarantee. Call Today! 1-866-979-4428. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Auto Donations
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck or boat to Heritage 
for the Blind. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. 888-902-6851. (Cal-SCAN)

I BUY ANY JUNK CAR - $350 Flat Rate *In-
cludes Pick-Up. 1-888-366-7662 (Cal-SCAN)

SELL Your CAR, TRUCK or SUV Today! All 50 
states, fast pick-up and payment. Any condi-
tion, make or model. Call now 
1-877-818-8848. www.MyCarforCash.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

Furniture
ARMOIRE. Stained pine, Restoration 
Hardware knobs & pulls. $300.  Beauti-
ful! Santa Monica. 310/488-0050.

Computers
MY COMPUTER WORKS. Computer problems? 
Viruses, spyware, email, printer issues, bad 
internet connections - FIX IT NOW! Profes-
sional, U.S.-based technicians. $25 off serv-
ice. Call for immediate help. 
1-888-865-0271. (Cal-SCAN)

Education
Finish High School at home in a 
few weeks. First Coast Acad-
emy, 1-800-658-1180x130. 
www.fcahighschool.org

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Graduate in 4 weeks! 
FREE Brochure. Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 
ext. 60 www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted
CA$H PAID- up to $26/Box for 
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS. Hablamos Espa-
nol. 1-800-371-1136

WANTED - UNEXPIRED DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
Up to $26/Box. Prepaid Shipping Labels. Hab-
lamos Espanol! 1-800-266-0702. 
www.SellDiabeticStrips.com. (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED UNEXPIRED DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS UP TO $26/BOX. 
PAID SHIPPING LABELS. HAB-
LAMOS ESPANOL! 
1-800-267-9895 www.selldia-
beticstrips.com

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

YEARBOOKS "Up to $15 paid 
for high school 
yearbooks1900-1988. year-
bookusa@yahoo.com or 
972-768-1338."

Travel & Vacation
ADVERTISE Your VACATION PROPERTY in 240 
California newspapers for one low cost of 
$600. Your 25 word classified ad reaches over 
6 million+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

For Rent
1br, 1 bath, lower front, $1195. Best lo-
cation, West LA. Partly furnished. 2606 
S. Sepulveda. Open House Sat/Sun 
(310)666-8360.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

3485 Sawtelle #17. 2 Bd + 1 Bth. Top 
floor corner w/ large balcony. Inter-
com, (1) gated parking, pool. $1675.

1214 Idaho Ave. #2. 1Bd + 1Bth. Pet 
friendly. N. of Wilshire Blvd. $1695

2436 Louella Ave. 3 Bd + 2 Bth house 
in Mar Vista. 2,081 sq ft, carpeted 
floors, 2 car detached garage, LARGE 
kitchen. $3950.

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Real Estate
Available Now!!! 2-4 Bedroom 
homes Take Over Payments No 
Money Down/No Credit Check 
Call 1-888-269-9192 

THE GOOD LIFE: Relocate, Retire, Raise your 
family, start your business. Low Cost of Liv-
ing, jobs, beautiful weather, strong housing 
market: Kingman, Arizona www.ArizonaCross-
roads.com. 800-448-6568. (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any 
Car/Truck, Running or Not. Call 
for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951 

Bookkeeping Services
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service

Call 310.828.5494

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
Call 310 977-7935

Services
Vintage furniture repair & refurbishing. 
Eco friendly. 25 yrs experience. In your 
home or my shop. Henry (413)429-7477, 
henryreeve333@gmail.com.

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

Legal Services
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Win 
or Pay Nothing! Start your Application In Un-
der 60 Seconds. Call Today! Contact Disability 
Group, Inc. Licensed Attorneys & BBB Accred-
ited. Call 877-490-6596. (Cal-SCAN)

Business Services
ADVERTISE a display BUSINESS CARD sized 
ad in 140 California newspapers for one low 
cost of $1,550. Your display 3.75x2” ad 
reaches over 3 million+ Californians. Free 
brochure call Elizabeth (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)

ADVERTISE Your Truck DRIVER JOBS in 240 
California newspapers for one low cost of 
$600. Your 25 word classified ad reaches over 
6 million+ Californians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

REACH CALIFORNIANS WITH A CLASSIFIED IN 
ALMOST EVERY COUNTY! Experience the 
power of classifieds! Combo~California Daily 
and Weekly Networks. One order. One pay-
ment. Free Brochures. elizabeth@cnpa.com or 
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At least 
62 years old? Stay in your home & increase 
cash flow! Safe & Effective! Call Now for your 
FREE DVD! Call Now 888-698-3165. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Unemployed Parents receive 
Income Tax Return, $1500 for 
one child, $3000 for two, and 
$4000 for three. Call Now 
1-800-583-8840 www.x-pres-
staxes.com

Health/Beauty
Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers: Clini-
cally proven all-natural supplement helps re-
duce pain and enhance mobility. Call 
877-217-7698 to try Hydraflexin RISK-FREE 
for 90 days. (Cal-SCAN)

DIABETES/CHOLESTEROL/WEIGHT LOSS.
Bergamonte, a Natural Product for Choles-
terol, Blood Sugar and weight. Physician rec-
ommended, backed by Human Clinical Stud-
ies with amazing results. Call today and save 
15% off your first bottle! 888-392-8780 
(Cal-SCAN)

FEELING OLDER? Men lose the ability to 
produce testosterone as they age. Call 
888-904-2372 for a FREE trial of Progene- All 
Natural Testosterone Supplement. (Cal-SCAN)

TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE $500! 
100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 40+4 
FREE, PILLS. Only $99.00 Dis-
creet. 1-888-797-9024

Medical
ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a 
FREE Talking Meter and diabetic testing sup-
plies at No Cost, plus FREE home delivery! 
Best of all, this meter eliminates painful fin-
ger pricking! Call 888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA SUFFERERS with 
Medicare. Get FREE CPAP Replacement Sup-
plies at No Cost, plus FREE home delivery! 
Best of all, prevent red skin sores and bacte-
rial infection! Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

Lost & Found
Our white Maltese dog is missing
$500 reward
9 months old
answers to Angel
Last seen Saturday April 21st on Amalfi 
Drive (Pacific Palisades)
Please email laoffice12@me.com

Massage
A weekly massage and hair removal by 
Frank at your home. 323 973 0389 and 
Leave a Message Please.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US (310) 458-7737

R E A D  U S  O N L I N E
smdp.com/localnews
smdp.com/auto
smdp.com/briefs
smdp.com/columnists
smdp.com/cp
smdp.com/crimewatch
smdp.com/entertainment
smdp.com/food
smdp.com/green
smdp.com/health
smdp.com/letterstotheeditor
smdp.com/opinion
smdp.com/parenting
smdp.com/realestate
smdp.com/sports
smdp.com/travel
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