
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

MAIN STREET — Hundreds of college students
decked out in graduation caps and gowns they fear
they may never get to wear marched to Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s Santa Monica restaurant on
Wednesday to protest tuition hikes.

More than 300 California State University college
students and faculty members marched from the
Victorian House on Main Street to Schatzi’s, a restau-
rant owned by Schwarzenegger, to protest three years
of budget cuts, rising tuition costs and slashed course
offerings for the California State University school sys-
tem. Students from Cal Poly, Long Beach, Bakersfield
and Northridge all participated in the protest. 

Just a few hours earlier, and a few blocks away, local
school advocates headed for the steps of the State Capitol
building in Sacramento to protest Schwarzenegger’s cuts
to public education. (See related story.)

Members of the California Faculty Association, the
teachers union which helped organize the event, said
Schwarzenegger intends to slightly increase the CSU
budget next year, but another $181 million is needed

According to Transportation Security
Administration officials, New Jersey psy-
chiatrist Esha Khoshnu, in a stopover in
Phoenix en route to a professional meet-
ing in San Diego in February, got
“mouthy and snippy” with Mesa Airlines
agents who wanted to examine her lug-
gage, reportedly saying, “(Even if) I had a
bomb, you wouldn’t find it.” Agents, fol-
lowing TSA protocol, detained her, caus-
ing her to miss her flight, and her lug-
gage, loaded onto another flight, was
eventually detonated on the tarmac at
Lindbergh Field in San Diego.

Today is the 118th day of 2005.
There are 247 days left in the year.

On April 28, 1945, Italian dictator Benito
Mussolini and his mistress, Clara
Petacci, were executed by Italian parti-
sans as they attempted to flee the coun-
try.
In 1967, heavyweight boxing champion
Muhammad Ali refused to be inducted
into the Army, the same day Gen.
William C. Westmoreland told Congress
the U.S. "would prevail in Vietnam."
In 1974, a federal jury in New York
acquitted former Attorney General John
Mitchell and former Commerce Secre-
tary Maurice H. Stans of charges in con-
nection with a secret $200,000 contribu-
tion to President Nixon's re-election
campaign from financier Robert Vesco.

THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2005 Volume 4, Issue 143

A newspaper with issues

FR
EE Santa Monica Daily Press

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

SUPER LOTTO
4  6  17  29  31  
Meganumber: 8
Jackpot: $33 Million

FANTASY 5
10  15  18  19  26

DAILY 3
Daytime: 4 1 3
Evening: 6 3 4

DAILY DERBY
1st: 07 Eureka!
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 03 Hot Shot
RACE TIME: 1:42.60

"The world does not require so much
to be informed as reminded."

HANNAH MORE

Horoscopes
Nice and easy, Gemini 2

Surf Report
Water temperature: 64° 3

Opinion
Lest we forget 6

Business
S&P is where you should be 9

State
Gay marriage bill gets boost 10

National
Lamenting lack of energy 13

Classifieds
Ad space odyssey 17-19

DAILY LOTTERY

INDEX

TODAY IN HISTORY

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102

Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!
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Ryan Hyatt/Special to the Daily Press
College students march on Main Street Wednesday to
protest Gov. Schwarzenegger’s increases on tuition fees.

David Hume Kennerly/Special to the Daily Press
Teachers, public school supporters and students prepare to take to the streets in front of the
Santa Monica Civic Center on Wednesday, en route to Sacramento to protest Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s education cuts.

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Santa Monica parents,
students and school representatives have
begun a counterattack to Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s education cuts.

More than 100 local public education
advocates joined thousands more from
across California on Wednesday,
demanding Schwarzenegger restore
Proposition 98 funding and make the fail-
ing public school system a top priority.
Two coach buses departed from the Civic
Center for the two-day rally entitled

“Caravan for Kids,” which included a pit
stop at Schwarzenegger’s office in Los
Angeles Wednesday, to be followed by a
planned statewide protest on the Capitol
steps in Sacramento today.

Santa Monica public education advocacy
groups — such as the Community for
Excellent Public Schools and the Santa
Monica-Malibu PTA — sponsored the local
event and have been an integral part in orga-
nizing the statewide effort, organizers said. 

A recent report published by the RAND
Corp., a Santa Monica-based international

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — Authorities
on Wednesday arrested a Santa
Monica man who they say was the
head boss of an international
opium ring which brought mil-
lions of dollars worth of drugs to
Los Angeles.

Mehrdad Lari, 47, was arrested
at his home on the 300 block of
11th Street shortly after 6 a.m. for

possession with intent to distribute
opium. His wife, Marjan Sarshar,
47, of Santa Monica, was also
arrested at their home, located
between San Vicente Boulevard
and Georgina Avenue, for loan
fraud. Mehdi Ilkani, 58, of Santa
Monica, was arrested on Bentley
Street in the Ocean Park neighbor-
hood. Ilkani was booked on
money laundering charges and is
considered by authorities to be a
mid-level opium distributor.

Authorities allege Lari bought
and sold millions of dollars worth
of drugs to various mid-level
opium distributors throughout Los
Angeles from 2001 to as recently
as March, according to an affidavit
filed with the U.S. Attorney’s
Office.

Lari allegedly purchased opium
from Gholam Hassan Nasseri-
Jafar, who supplied the drug orga-
nization even after he was arrested
in December of 2003 by the
German State Police, according to
the affidavit. 

A DEA special agent had been
investigating Lari and several
individuals involved in the ring
since 2003. The U.S. Attorney’s
Office, which is prosecuting the
case, allege the money laundering
and opium distribution ring
involved more than a dozen peo-
ple, with Lari being described as
the “boss of the bosses.”

Also arrested on Wednesday
for possession with intent to dis-
tribute opium was Lari’s employ-

School supporters hit road

Students tired of taking a hike

See PROTEST, page 8

See CARAVAN, page 8

Education advocates are turning up the heat on Schwarzenegger

Police crack open opium ring
SM man dubbed as ‘boss of bosses’ in international ring

See OPIUM, page 5



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Take the lead, knowing that the

end results, for better or for worse, will fall on
you. You might be surprised at how you see a
changeable situation. Laugh and relax with
someone pivotal to your image or well-being.
Tonight: Could be late.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Spontaneity surrounds friends

and associates. Go with it, and have a very spe-
cial day. Responsibilities might be important, but
so is having a good time. Seek out the facts and
only the facts, my dear Bull. Tonight: Use some of
your high-powered energy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Someone clearly has his or her

own agenda. Hopefully, you will agree with him
or her. Don’t buck the status quo publicly, but on
an individual level. A difference of opinion might
be best kept quiet. Tonight: Nice and easy.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Recognize what must be done,

though convincing others of that fact could be
close to impossible. Honor unusual information
by saying “thank you” to the giver. Still, check
out the facts. Your perspective could radically
change. Tonight: Go along with another’s plans.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Get down to the facts. Finances,

especially involving loans or other people’s funds,
could be subject to change. Listen to the other
side of an issue, but don’t feel you must go along.
Focus on your errands and projects. Tonight:
Exercise.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Allow your imagination to take

off. Creativity and interpersonal dealings come
together. You can use charm and wit to get oth-
ers to go along with your ideas. Curb a tendency
to spend way too much or to overdo it. Tonight:
Think “fun.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ You might go way overboard with-

out intending to. Try to keep your long-term pri-
orities in mind. Be willing to adapt your plans and
procedures in order to make your day work. Give
up rigidity, but know what is good for you.
Tonight: Entertain from home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You have a way of letting oth-

ers know what you are thinking without confusing
them or hurting their feelings. Work with an
unusual solution or idea. Your instincts guide you
no matter what you do. Listen to your inner voice.
Tonight: Be spontaneous.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Your financial interests need to

come to the forefront. Something that seems
unexpected actually has been brewing in the
background. Don’t worry about a domestic mat-
ter or real estate investment. Do what you must.
Tonight: Pay bills first.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ The Moon in your sign gives

you unusual drive and energy. Know more of
what you want and expect from others. A surprise
might reflect how off-base you have been in a
judgment. Incorporate new information. Tonight:
What first might seem like a burden turns out to
be fun.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Know when to pull back and say lit-

tle. Your ability to understand others might be
necessary. Information and news could easily
overwhelm you. Retreat if you need to. You pull
the wild card financially. Tonight: Get some extra
R and R.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You might come off much wilder

than you realize. Although you think of yourself as
dependable, others view you as unpredictable.
Understand what a partner expects from you. Do
your best. Everyone appreciates your efforts.
Tonight: A good time is had by all.
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A Great Spot for Lunch
Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

“THE SUNSET GRILL EVOKES MEMORIES OF CHARMING
PARISIAN CAFES” — ENTERTAINMENT TODAY

Come try our salmon burgers, fresh roasted
turkey, curried chicken salad, rice pudding,

home made vegitarian lasagna.

You should call:

Limousine Rides At Taxi Rates
Mercedes-Benz Taxi Service

Local SM company for Pick Up

Corporate accounts welcome

%20 Senior Discount

Vehicles are properly insured, certified & licensed

All Major Credits Cards accepted
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

64°

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger apologized last
week for suggesting that California’s border with
Mexico be closed in an effort to solve the nation’s ille-
gal immigration problem. Schwarzenegger insisted
that he misspoke to newspaper editors and publishers,
intending to say the border should be secured.

The comments thrust the issue of illegal immi-
grants in the United States back to the fore, so this
week, Q-Line wants to know:

What steps, if any, should the United States take

to quell the rush of illegal immigrants into the

United States via the southern border?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and

we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition. Please

try to limit your comments to a minute or less. It might

help to think first about the wording of your response.

Today is looking like a NW wind swell day as aftermath from the
cut-off low that is diving down towards the coast with a precipi-
tation chance keeps some 8-10 second periods in the water. Size
is small, knee- to waist-high. No significant SW is expected.
Conditions are highly questionable, as winds and weather are not
expected to be favorable. 
Mostly cloudy with showers likely. A slight chance of thunder-
storms. Highs in the lower to mid 60s. Southwest winds 15 to 20
mph. Chance of rain 60 percent. 

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 3:31 -0.1 3:10 0.9 9:35 4.3 9:25 5.7

SUNDAY 4:08 -0.5 3:36 1.2 10:18 4.1 9:51 5.9

MONDAY 4:49 -0.7 4:03 1.6 11:06 3.8 10:22 6.1

TUESDAY 5:35 -0.8 4:32 1.9 12:00 3.5 10:58 6.0

WEDNESDAY 6:28 -0.8 5:03 2.3 1:08 3.2 11:40 5.8

THURSDAY 7:31 -0.6 5:43 2.7 2:40 3.0 N/A N/A

FRIDAY 8:07 -0.4 6:24 2.9 3:02 2.8 12:35 5.4

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

Perfection

Lisa Winick/Special to the Daily Press
Scott Heineman, 12, pitcher of the White Sox and son of Santa Monica Police Sgt. Steve
Heineman, pitched a perfect game against the Mets in the Santa Monica Little League this
past Saturday.
The White Sox won the game 10-0 to up their record to 9-1. Heineman, also known as “The
Rocket.” He struck out the first 11 batters he faced before the Mets’ Zack McMillan ground-
ed a ball to Sox shortstop Zack Tinker to end the inning. Heineman came back strong to
strike out the final six Mets for a total of 17 strikeouts of the 18 batters he faced to complete
his perfect game.
The Santa Monica Little League plays at Memorial Park, 16th Street and Olympic Boulevard.
Game time schedules can be seen at SMLL.com.
Inning  1 2 3 4 5 6    final score
Mets     0 0 0 0 0 0         0
Sox      4 2 1 0 3 X        10

Less gangs, more paychecks
By Daily Press staff

It’s time to work off gang violence in Santa Monica.
And the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce is trying to get the job done by

finding work for youth.
The chamber of commerce is committed to a number of efforts related to job

development and employment, including an upcoming job fair for youth. 
At the Job Fair, Santa Monica business owners will recruit motivated youth, ages

14-24, for summer, seasonal and permanent jobs.  Participating youth need to bring
a driver’s license or school ID as proof of Santa Monica residency.

The Job Fair is being coordinated for the Chamber of Commerce by the
WorkSource Center in West Hollywood operated by Jewish Vocational Services.  The
city and local non-profit agencies are assisting with youth outreach for the Job Fair
and with job preparation workshops, aimed particularly at Pico neighborhood youth.

The youth job fair will be held May 25 from 3:30 to 7 p.m. at the Santa Monica
High School Cafeteria, 601 Pico Blvd.

The Earth-friendliest of Santa Monica
By Daily Press staff

Do you clean with recycled cloths and print with soy ink?
The City of Santa Monica and Chamber of Commerce announced this year’s

winners of the Sustainable Quality Awards (SQA).  The SQA program, an outreach
effort of the Sustainable City Plan, is celebrating its 10th anniversary and honoring
local organizations and businesses that make extraordinary contributions to our
community. This year there are two grand prize SQA winners. 

One grand prize winner is Heal the Bay's Santa Monica Pier Aquarium, a non-
profit organization that provides an educational experience for children, families
and anyone interested in marine life. Through interactive exhibits and hands-on
experiences with tidepool animals, visitors learn the importance of protecting and
preventing pollution from entering Santa Monica Bay. Heal the Bay took over man-
agement of the aquarium in 2003 and has since served 21,000 students from Los
Angeles County and beyond. Heal the Bay’s recycling efforts include: Staff and vol-
unteers bringing in reusable mugs, handing out materials that are laminated and
loaned to visitors, and using recycled and reusable cleaning cloths. Heal the Bay
offers an excellent benefit package that includes matching employee contributions
to an IRA. Heal the Bay encourages staff to contribute to the community by allow-
ing them to volunteer for organizations during paid work hours.

The other grand prize winner is Urth Caffé. Established in 1989, Urth Caffé only

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See BRIEFS, page 4
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• Revolutionary Private Training
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3011 Wilshire Blvd.     Santa Monica     (310) 264-8385

Thinking
about
Bankruptcy

New bankruptcy regulations will take effect in
the next six months. These new laws will effec-
tively shut the door to many in need of Chapter
7 Bankruptcy protection. If Bankruptcy is the
right choice for you don’t get shut out.

Call Today For A Free Consultation

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.453.8320

Get the facts now...before it’s too late!

purchases coffee from farmers that pay workers a fair wage and practice organic
agriculture. Urth Caffé policies also include purchasing only natural or certified
organic teas and food items, unbleached recycled paper products and printing with
soy inks. Urth Caffé was strategically built on an empty lot in the less developed
part of Main Street, with the aim of helping strengthen the local business economy.
The business has an advanced solar system which exclusively powers their hot
water heater and feeds back into the main power grid. Urth Caffé  covers costs for
staff that commute using public transportation. By paying above minimum wage,
offering health insurance, vacation time and profit sharing, they boast an extremely
low staff turnover. Urth Caffé demonstrates that implementing sustainable practices
leads to a successful business.

Other businesses and organization that received environmental awards include:
Bubble Beach Laundromat, Liberty Hill Foundation, Getty Images, Gladstein,
Neandross & Associates LLC, Lululemon, California Recycles, and Pugh and
Scarpa.

Winners will be honored at the Chamber of Commerce luncheon on Tuesday,
May 3, at the Doubletree Guest Suites located at 1707 4th Street from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m.  The event is open to the community, pre-paid tickets are $25.  Reservations
are required. Call (310) 393-9825, ext. 10 to reserve seating by Friday April 29.

May mischief at the library
By Daily Press staff

There’s something mischievous amidst the May flowers at the Santa Monica
Public Library.

The Ocean Park Branch of the Santa Monica library is putting on a program of
stories that includes a puppet show for young Santa Monicans, aged 3 to 7. 

Shows will take place Tuesday, May 3, at 3:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Tickets are
free, but they must be picked up by noon on Tuesday May 3. Space is limited, tick-
ets are given out on a first-come, first-served basis. No phone reservations. For
information, call: (310) 392-3804.

Jazzing up the church
By Daily Press staff

Need a jazz fix this Sunday?
The Peter Stenshoel Quartet is performing a mix of spirituals and jazz standards

at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. Concerts are held the first Sunday of every month.
Admission is free. The next concert will be this Sunday, May 1, at 5 p.m. 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church is located at 1343 Ocean Park Blvd.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3



LOCAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Thursday, April 28, 2005 ❑ Page 5

We honor all manufacturer’s coupons PLUS an additional 5%
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CARTON CARTON CARTON

Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

Hot Coffee

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!
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2005 Evo lut ion
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ee Ali Mojaddam, 32, of Los Angeles.
Lari owns and operates a jewelry and
design company called Mallery Design,
located in the jewelry district in down-
town LA. The affidavit alleges Lari used
his business to sell opium, purify it from
its raw form and launder the proceeds
from its sale.

The DEA and the FBI allege Lari and
Mojaddam distributed the opium received
from Nasseri-Jafar in Germany, and wired
the sale proceeds to various international
locations. Additionally, Lari used the pro-
ceeds to acquire property and high-valued
vehicles, as well as set up limited liability
corporations and refinance real property
and homes.  

The defendants are being held at the
Metropolitan Detention Center in down-
town Los Angeles. They appeared in U.S.
District Court, Central District of
California on Wednesday. They will
make a plea once they have been indicted,
according to U.S. Assistant Attorney
Peter Hernandez.

Multiple criminal complaints filed in
U.S. District Court on Monday and
Tuesday indicate that in December 2003,
German State Police and the DEA in
Frankfurt seized about 271 kilograms of
opium — worth about $5.4 million —
from a drug organization run by Nasseri-
Jafar. Nasseri-Jafar and his associates
were arrested, and further investigation
uncovered an international drug ring,
where the opium was obtained from Iran,
passed through Germany and shipped to
Los Angeles, according to the complaints. 

Lari’s and Mojaddam’s business cards
from Mallery Design were found in
Nasseri-Jafar’s apartment in Dusseldorf,
Germany, in October of 2002, when
German police served a search warrant
there, according to the affidavit.

During the investigation in LA, author-
ities obtained telephone records, bank
records, property loan records and other
information relating to the organization,
all of which led a special agent to believe
Lari and Mojaddam continued to alleged-
ly sell opium and launder money even
after Nasseri-Jafar’s arrest, the affidavit
said.

Confidential informants aided authori-
ties in tracking the smuggling of drugs,
which were carried into the United States
in false-bottomed suitcases.

“Prior to and immediately after the
opium had been smuggled and delivered
to Lari and Mojaddam, Lari’s bank
accounts would receive large amounts of
cash and checks from individuals who
were purchasing opium from Lari ...,” the
affidavit states. “Lari and Mojaddam were
involved in obtaining cash and check pro-
ceeds from the sales of opium ... and sub-
sequently structuring deposits and con-
ducting wire transfers into Nasseri-Jafar’s
bank accounts to pay him for quantities of
imported opium.”

In total, 11 arrests were made by the
DEA and the FBI. However, one suspect
remained at large as of Wednesday after-
noon, said DEA spokesman Jose
Martinez. Also arrested on Wednesday for
their alleged roles in the opium drug ring
that stretched from Iran and Germany to
Boston and Los Angeles, were Kamran
Atarzadeh, 53, and Faramarz Bokhour, 55,
both of Los Angeles. They were arrested
for possession with the intent to distribute
opium. Individuals arrested for money
laundering include Bijan Kohanzad, 43, of
Brentwood; Houshyar Babelpour, 44, of
Woodland Hills; Benham Azimi, 45, of
Pasadena; Fariborz Ahl, 44, of Los
Angeles; and Moussa Abadiah, 55, of
Beverly Hills. All of the arrests were con-
ducted in the Los Angeles area.

On April 2002, an opium transaction
occurred at the Fairmont Miramar Hotel
in Santa Monica, according to the affi-
davit. A confidential informant traveled
from Germany to Santa Monica with two
of Nasseri-Jafar’s employees. The three
of them transported 11 suitcases, each
containing four kilograms of opium. Once
at the hotel, four suitcases were delivered
to Mojaddam in the lobby. The informant
said stacks of money were piled on top of
Nasseri-Jafar’s table in his hotel room —
estimated to be about $100,000, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

Through surveillance, the DEA special
agent tracked at least 10 transactions and
deliveries that involved either Lari or
Mojaddam between April 2002 and
January of 2005, according to the affidavit.

The IRS, the Glendale Police
Department and the Los Angeles District
Attorney’s Office assisted the DEA and
FBI in the arrests.

In addition to the arrests, search war-
rants related to the investigation were exe-
cuted at 13 locations in the Los Angeles
area, including Lari’s 11th Street home.

Alleged opium ring
had SM connections
OPIUM, from page 1
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Samohi visit was peacekeeping mission
Editor:

“Every human being has etched in his personality the indelible stamp of the
Creator.” — Martin Luther King Jr. 

There has been a lot of confusion and misinformation that has been put out in the
media regarding a mediation session that was going to take place at Santa Monica
High School on Wednesday, April 20. I believe it is important to provide accurate
information regarding my role in this incident. To truly end violence we must begin
with establishing mutual respect and not engage in the type of divisive attack that has
prompted me to write this letter. As a lifelong resident of Santa Monica, former stu-
dent body president of Samohi (1989-90), former counselor at Samohi (1998-00),
founder/director of the Pico Youth & Family Center which serves at-risk youth and
current member of the school board, I have a unique perspective that I hope can
inspire a new vision for peace, unity, academic excellence and social justice at Santa
Monica High.  

On April 15, Santa Monica High experienced a few fights that were misconstrued
as “race riots” and exaggerated in the press. I was made aware that violence occurred
on campus after the school had been placed on lockdown. I was not on campus when
the violence occurred but offered my support to the school and administration on var-
ious occasions, and even months before tensions escalated on campus. 

On Monday, April 18, I was called on by school superintendent John Deasy to
mediate tensions between students at Santa Monica High. I mediated tensions that
resulted from Friday’s violence between two students and I also met with several
Latino and African American student leaders to brainstorm ideas to promote unity on
campus. One house principal told me that my presence was needed and welcomed the
support from the community on campus. I did not communicate with Dr. Deasy or
Samohi’s administration after Monday and this lapse in communication and coordi-
nation contributed to a confrontation between police and I that SMPD Chief James T.
Butts exploited for political reasons. 

On Wednesday, April 20, I went on campus to continue the mediation process and
I was accompanied by two individuals that are successful business pioneers in the hip
hop industry. We made sure to check-in and sign-in at the front gate. Both of the peace
mediators in question are committed to uniting youth of all ethnicities. One of these
individuals made mistakes in his past, paid his dues to society, and is committed to
giving back positively to his community. Their story of struggle, transformation and
triumph in the face of poverty and marginalization is exactly what our youth facing
similar social dynamics need to hear.  

From my many years of working to address youth violence in the community I
understand that the youth directly involved in the violence will listen more to people
who they can connect with. In fact, this approach was called for by experts, parents
and youth at the first “community workshop on gang violence” that was sponsored by
the city of Santa Monica and Sen. Sheila Kuehl on Feb. 26. Our plan on Wednesday
was to speak to youth of all backgrounds about the need for peace and reconciliation.
In our own lives, hip hop culture has taught us to cross the racial divide that is so
prevalent in almost every aspect of society.  

Unfortunately, because of miscommunication and negative stereotypes we were
unable to continue the mediation process. The manner in which the police approached
us caused a scene and a group of African American students began to gather around
to see what was happening. I spoke to the youth in the group, many who I have rela-
tionships with, and suggested that they disperse to avoid any further conflict with the
police.   

The students were respectful and cooperative. The police report stated that my
behavior could have resulted in a “riot” from black students. This statement is more
than an exaggeration. It indicates how the person who wrote the police report per-
ceives our children. Although police can deter a fight between students they are not
trained to resolve intercultural conflict. I acknowledge and respect the role of law
enforcement on Samohi’s campus but a long-term solution to violence requires much
more than deterrence. 

Youth violence is a symptom of a larger crisis that has its root in social and eco-
nomic inequality. To build peace we must have a space at the table for every individ-
ual in our community that is committed to spreading the message of unity and non-
violence. As a former alumnus of Samohi, I care deeply about our students and the
schools that I was elected to protect. I have made a lifetime commitment to ending
youth violence and I look forward to working collaboratively with school administra-
tors, community leaders, students, parents and the police to sustain the peace and pro-
mote unity in our community.  

Oscar de la Torre
School board member

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District

de la Torre the solution, not the problem
Editor:

First of all, I want to commend the students who are raising their voices and get-
ting active about solutions, especially the joint MEChA and Black Student Union
five-point plan. The parents and community activists need to be heard, supported and
joined in their organizational efforts.

I am concerned primarily with some racist attitudes of letter writers towards black
and Latino youth, the reactionary and ignorant impulse on behalf of some is to “get
rid” of troublemakers (Mayor Hahn had the same response at a Jefferson High meet-
ing). This view is short-sighted, criminalizes youth and relies on police officers to
solve complex and deep-rooted social problems. 

As a native and former Samohi English teacher, I am familiar with racial ten-
sion and have worked and continue to work with youth, volunteering at the Pico
Youth & Family Center. The article slanderizing Oscar de la Torre’s visit to
Samohi over relied on Joaquin Vega’s police report (SMDP, April 23, page 1). The
police it seems “have nothing better to do” than attack people that are directly
involved with youth of color in a positive/constructive way. To treat a Chicano

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

See LETTERS, page 7

Where have all the flowers gone? You
know, the ones they were supposed to
affectionately throw at the liberating
forces?

_____________________

Well, give it a few more years. The
New York Times reports that the Pentagon
predicts by 2010 only 40,000 GI’s will be
needed in Iraq — in case you wondered
where all the good news that’s fit to print
has gone, along with the flowers. 

What with Michael Jackson, the price of
gas, the Pope, Social Security, DeLay,
Bolton, Terri Schiavo and all the rest domi-
nating the front pages in past weeks, you
may have almost gotten yourself to forget-
ting Iraq and its attendant mayhem. Nice try.

Fact is, there are still some 400 insur-
gent attacks every week, and about 60
people are injured or killed daily in the
bombings, shootings and rocket attacks.
Yes, but only a handful of the casualties
are our own and we call that, as the Who
would say, “a bargain, don’t we, the best
we ever had.” And so the story goes, a

mere one premature death at a time, drop-
ping ever more out of sight, out of mind,
to a nation that seems to have sighed the
heavy sigh and moves on from caring.

_____________________

Last week, as chance would have it, I
had the privilege of meeting two Americans
who recently returned from Baghdad.

A young Marine whose job it was —
and probably will be again — to defuse
and disable those deadly little roadside
bombs that light up the highways there,
told me that from his front-line vantage
point, “Things will get much worse before
they get better.” As he spoke, his eyes
darted up and down the safe Santa Monica
street we stood on. He was noticeably —
painfully — jittery, and with good reason.
Imagine waking up each morning —
brushing the teeth, combing the hair —
then heading out onto the mean streets of
occupied Baghdad to stick your well-
groomed face into any manner of home-
made explosive device to determine that
it’s live, then to disarm it with painstaking,
life-and-death caution, if you’re lucky. 

The demolitions expert said he has
already done two full tours of duty in Iraq,
and while far from thrilled, remains fully
aware that he will most likely be called up
for a third, because nobody’s enlisting.
Who would? It’s gotten so bad that mili-
tary recruiters are routinely setting up

tables on high school campuses, where the
name of every eligible student has already
been forwarded to the Pentagon, unless
parents have sent in special requests to be
opted out of this obscure provision in the
Bush “no child left behind” education
program that’s beginning to look more
like “no child left unrecruited.”

_____________________

A couple nights later, an employee of
the Baghdad division of Reuters, just off
the plane, home for a two-week hiatus
from hell, told me of the armed com-
pounds in which foreign journalists are
sequestered, with checkpoints at both
ends of the street secured by military, and
private security. Every time someone has
to leave to cover an explosion, it is a care-
fully planned operation that requires
bodyguards and armed vehicles. When I
asked him about the general consensus of
the Iraqi citizenry about the American
occupation, he said they are fairly unani-
mous in the opinion that it’s the
Americans who stabilize the torn nation,
and the Americans who destabilize it.

_____________________

But the president doesn’t seem to
mind. When he addressed a group of sol-
diers at Fort Hood on the two-year
anniversary of the fall of Baghdad, he
fairly gushed as he began working on the

legacy thing by predicting a sweet spot in
history for his war, “For millions of Iraqis
and Americans, it is a day they will never
forget. The toppling of Saddam Hussein’s
statue will be recorded, alongside the fall
of the Berlin Wall, as one of the great
moments in the history of liberty.” 

Iraqis, who apparently don’t view it as
one of their greater moments, liberty or no
liberty, took to the streets of Baghdad by
the tens of thousands on the very day
Bush spoke to the troops in Texas.
Demonstrators shouted “Death to
America,” in what Iraqi police called the
biggest anti-American protest since the
statue fell. One protester, carrying an effi-
gy of Bush that he presumably was about
to set on fire, declared in the strong, clear,
new-found voice of freedom, “The
American people need to know that they
can’t suppress us anymore, even with all
their strength and power.”

____________________

American soldiers dutifully secured the
perimeter of the demonstration aimed
directly at them. There were still no flowers
or candy for the GI’s in the hands of the pro-
testers, hands that instead were fully occu-
pied with signs that requested, in all of new-
found freedom’s glory, “Death to America.”

(Contact Ron Scott Smith  at edge-
ofthewest@aol.com.) 

The Iraq thing: Try as we may, it won’t go away
NEWS ON
THE EDGE
BY RON SCOTT SMITH
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school board member this way is racist. Would they do this to the other Anglo
school board members, who have not even visited the campus or worked directly
with students of color?

Samohi administration should have brought de la Torre into the process from the
very beginning. They have a bad record of being scared of black and Latino leader-
ship. The principal specifically seems better suited commanding a troop in Iraq: She
treated Latino parents disrespectfully at the community forum the Monday after the
disturbance, and was generally closed to ideas. She over relies on police for solutions.
Any ideas that referred to her duties were met with a defensive verbal assault. Her atti-
tude connotes denial, her ideas lack vision.

Some of these letter writers have a lot to say about black and Chicano youth ten-
sion. My question to them is “what the hell are you doing besides adding ignorant
insult to the tension?” It is about time we start hearing from black and Latino voices
that are directly involved in constructive solutions.

Elias Serna
Professor, Cal State University Northridge

Police chief should take action
Editor:

I commend our chief of police for his restraint in asking the SMMUSD School
Board for clarification of his officers’ duties when called to police local campuses
(SMDP, April 23-24, page 1).

However, I believe that the chief is being entirely too gracious in his dealings with
the board and its errant member.

May I offer a few suggestions?
1. Arrest Oscar de la Torre immediately for interference with a police officer in the

line of performing his duty.
2. Has the City Council cut off any further funding of his financial and political

base at the “Youth and Family” center?
3. Investigate and implement whatever process for impeachment of a school board

member that is in their by-laws.
De la Torre has a long history of demeaning police and education employees in

Santa Monica for his own political gain. Cut him off from his city funded gravy train
and see how long he’ll survive.

Yes fellow Santa Monica taxpayers, you are paying him $60,000 per year to mock
your most cherished institutions.

Nate Cohen
Santa Monica

Fighting each other is not a winning model
Editor:

I’ve read many of the accusations and angry statements made on both sides of the

controversy surrounding Oscar de la Torre’s visit to Santa Monica High School.
Intelligent people can agree to disagree on either side of this issue and the issues cer-
tainly are complex. A quiet and humble reminder to you all — we are all members of
this community. 

As long as we choose to fight against one another, we all lose. As long as we
choose to point the finger at the other and say it’s their fault, we lose. As long as we
choose to write one another off as part of the problem, rather than part of the solution,
we all lose. 

As soon as we learn to reach out to one another, no matter how hard that is to do,
and extend a hand in friendship, we all win. As soon as we choose to reach out and
include our neighbors (and I mean all of our neighbors from Montana to Pico) in the
process of healing racial and economic struggles, we win. As soon as we learn to close
our mouths, push aside our preconceived ideas about one another, and truly listen to
one another, we win.

If we stop and listen to one another, I think we’ll find that we all have many com-
mon goals and ideals. Let’s work together to build on what we have in common. If
we, the adults in the community, can model this for our children, think about the mes-
sage that would send to the children in this community of ours. Think about how
things might look today at Samohi if we had always done this.

Jeff Rohwer
Santa Monica

De la Torre should be commended
Editor:

This letter is to advise all those concerned with the so called “poor judgment” of
Mr. de la Torre. Please be extremely careful as to what you allow yourself to believe
coming out of the mouths of individuals who take the freedom to assassinate people’s
character by lying and making statements that have no credible evidence and are inac-
curate. Shame on you. This, in turn, has incited ignorance in those who choose to
believe lies and allow themselves to rush judgment on those individuals who are truly
trying to improve the quality of living for all of our children in Santa Monica. What
ever happened to the old saying “Don’t judge a book by its cover?” Why don’t we just
accuse every single individual with tattoos and baggy clothes of being “gangsters and
shot-callers?” These so called “gangsters” are actually law-abiding citizens who are
trying to give back to the community by talking to the youth about the dangers of
gangs. Finally, Oscar de la Torre should be acknowledged for his hard work and ded-
ication in the community he grew up in, and not be a victim of a witch hunt by those
who love to abuse their positions of power. If we are going to start pointing fingers
and placing blame, let’s start by blaming ourselves, because what happened at Samohi
last week is not a black versus brown issue, It involves the whole community of Santa
Monica.

Luis Brizuela
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

At least David Geffen himself had the
sense not to comment on the recent set-
tlement of the lawsuit filed by the Coastal
Commission over the public’s right to
access the beach near his Malibu home.
When a Los Angeles TV newscaster
asked one of his neighbors if she thought
private property rights of beachfront
homeowners should extend into the
water, she replied, “They should extend
to the middle of the Pacific Ocean.”

Such arrogance shows why the
Coastal Act and the Coastal Commission
are so important. Imagine the problems
that would be created for maritime com-
merce and  California’s $61 billion
beach-related tourism industry
(California Beach Restoration Study,
2002) if these “my-money-makes-me-
special” attitudes formed the basis for
managing the state’s coastal activities. 

Even the deliriously successful of this
state must have respect for its laws,
whether or not they find them conve-
nient. The battle with David Geffen dates
back to an agreement that he made with
the Commission in 1983 to open a path-

way to the beach in exchange for receiv-
ing permits to begin building his beach-
front compound over multiple lots. He
reneged on the agreement when he erect-
ed two sets of locked wooden gates to
close the access walk.

The settlement will help provide
increased public access to the beach
through the otherwise impenetrable wall
of oceanfront homes that stretch for near-
ly four miles in eastern Malibu. The right
to access the wet sand, however, is guar-
anteed by California’s Coastal Act and as
former Coastal Commissioner Ellen
Stern Harris has said, “you shouldn’t
need a row boat to get there.” 

As the decision-making body that
rules on all development permits along
the coast, the Coastal Commission is
always controversial. Both developers
and environmental activists generally
regard the rulings of the Commission as
too lenient toward the opposing side. In
that balance can be seen the wisdom of
the authors of the Coastal Act and the
voters of the state who passed the 1972
initiative that created it. 

Without it there would be no coastal
wetlands, no habitat for birds and other
shore-dwelling species, and few public
access points to beaches other than in
crowded metropolitan areas.
Unfortunately, there are still more than
100 other blocked access routes to the
shore through residential communities in
Laguna Beach, Santa Barbara,
Mendocino and San Mateo counties.
Coastal Commission Executive Director
Peter Douglas said that the Geffen settle-
ment “should send a signal to other hold-
outs. We are going after them with equal
vigor that we did in Geffen’s case.” 

Anyone who has attended a Coastal
Commission meeting understands that
the work of the Commission can be
extremely complex. Dozens of permit
applications are considered at each
monthly meeting, each with its own set
of complexities. The commissioners
must assess a large amount of detailed
information before voting. Agendas are
long and sessions frequently stretch into
late evening. The unpaid commissioners
only receive reimbursement for travel

expenses as their meetings are held in
different coastal cities each month. State
budget cuts have whittled away at the
Commission’s staffing resources,
increasing the current staff’s workload at
a time when such major issues as the fed-
eral government’s efforts to expand oil
drilling off the coast demand immense
staffing resources.

Many Californians list our beautiful
coast as a primary reason they live here.
Those who feel this way can do something
of real importance to protect it. Call, write
or e-mail the offices of those who appoint
our Coastal Commissioners — the gover-
nor, the Senate pro tem and the Speaker of
the Assembly. Tell them we need not only
commissioners who will continue to act
vigorously on behalf of the public and the
environment, but also an adequate budget
for Commission staff to do their job. 

(Janet Bridgers is the founder and
director of Earth Alert. For more infor-
mation, go to www.earthalert.org.)

Coast is clearer after Geffen settlement
GUEST COMMENTARY   BY JANET BRIDGERS
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think tank, said California’s K-12 school
system has fallen from its position as the
national leader it was 30 years ago to near
the bottom of the rankings, above just
Mississippi and Louisiana. CEPS member
Rebecca Kennerly said after the local
school district earlier this month secured an
annual $6 million contribution from the
Santa Monica City Council for the next

five years — to offset the local impact
from the state budget crisis — CEPS mem-
bers have begun to focus their attention on
the statewide educational financing crisis. 

“We recognize funding the schools is
not supposed to be a local responsibility,”
Kennerly said. “This is an issue that needs
to be taken up at the state level.”

“Caravan for Kids” organizers said
they hope their efforts will prompt
Schwarzenegger to make good on a

promise made last year to increase public
educational funding, protect Proposition
98 school money and develop a 10-year
plan to restore the greatness California’s
schools once enjoyed.

Calls to Schwarzenegger’s office seek-
ing comment on the state’s public school
budget were not returned.

Despite the $6 million annual subsidy,
plus many more millions in other funding
each year by City Hall, local school offi-
cials have said that four years of educa-
tional budget cuts on the state level have
cost local schools nearly $9 million in lost
services and personnel, resulting in a
reduction of administrators, staff, faculty,
and the support for programs. Event orga-
nizers said the problem is worse for
schools without local support.

Maria Rodriguez, president of the
Santa Monica-Malibu PTA Council, said
her group has done everything it can to
drum up local support, and that the PTA
has a responsibility to all children in the
state of California — many of whom
belong to schools that have not had the
same level of local support as the Santa
Monica-Malibu school system.

“Santa Monica has initiated this move-
ment statewide,” Rodriguez said. “It used
to be enough to bake cookies and throw a
carnival. Right now, we’re raising mil-
lions of dollars and it’s still not enough to
support our schools. We’re just covering
the basics , and that’s not enough. We
want excellent public education in
California again.”

Rodriguez said the California PTA has
typically shied away from political issues,
but the continuing crisis of public educa-
tion has prompted its members to act.

“We are one million strong in
California, and we’re going to show our
power,” Rodriguez said.

Kathy Stanton, a West Los Angeles
resident participating in the rally, said she
and her husband attended public schools
growing up and would prefer to put their
6-year-old son in public schools, but they
are not good enough.

“I would love to be able to put our son in
the public schools,” Stanton said. “It is more
diverse, not as much of a filtered experience.
The problem is, I hear kids don’t even get
textbooks in some schools these days. 

“What happens to all of these students
whose parents can’t afford to pay for the
private schools?”
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Measure “S” Senior Exemption from Parcel Tax
On June 3, 2003, the voters of Santa Monica and Malibu approved Measure S, a 6-year

parcel tax at $225 per panel which contains a provision to exempt senior citizens who:

■ are 65 years old by June 30
■ own and occupy their property
■ annually apply for exemption
A RENEWAL FORM WILL BE SENT IN MAY TO ALL SENIORS WHO HAVE
PREVIOUSLY APPLIED FOR & RECEIVED THE EXEMPTION. THE FORM
MUST BE COMPLETED, SIGNED & RETURNED BY 7/31/05.

First time applicants:
■ Call (310) 450-8338. ext. 269 to request an application to be sent in May
■ print out the application from our website at: smmusd.org

■ click the Senior Exemption
■ Application for Senior Exemption

Completed & signed applications must be returned, along with required  proofs of age and property ownership, to:
Santa Monica-Malibu USD, 1651 16th./Santa Monica, CA 90404-3891, ATTN: Dawn, postmarked by July 31, 2005.

PTA gets political in name of school funding

to begin repairing damage caused by
failed state support since Schwarz-
enegger took office.

“The governor is committed to not
raising taxes — except on our stu-
dents,” said Lillian Taiz, CFA vice
president for Cal State Los Angeles,
who explained that Schwarzenegger
has overseen tuition increases for the
last three years. “The governor needs to
realize we are graduating the state’s
future police officers, firefighters and
nurses, and we can’t do that without
state support.” 

California State University students
said there has been a 110-percent
increase in tuition for graduate students
and 90-percent hike for undergraduate
students during the Schwarzenegger
administration. They contend that for
every 10-percent increase in tuition, it
prevents 2 percent of the poorest col-
lege students from being able to afford
higher education. Another 8-percent
hike in tuition fees is expected next
year.

“We’re creating a generation of une-
ducated people who don’t understand
the government, how to vote or how to
think critically,” said Amir Mertaban, a
third-year international marketing
major at Cal Poly. “We’re creating
zombies, which I think is what the gov-
ernor must want.”

The governor’s office was unavail-
able for comment.

Todd Lininger, a third-year Cal Poly
geography student, said he has been
able to pay for his college  education
through the G.I. Bill, having served
four years in the Marines.

“I have $50,000, and I’m trying to
stretch it as far it can go,” said
Lininger, who hopes to attend a gradu-
ate school in California. “The priorities
in this country are so wrong ... all of
this money going to fight the war in
Iraq ... and that’s coming from a
Marine. 

“We need to be able to provide more
affordable education, not less.”

Students take to streets
in protest of tuition hikes 

CARAVAN, from page 1

PROTEST, from page 1



Most market watchers are familiar with
the popular Dow Jones Industrial Average
(DJIA) as a measure of stock market per-
formance. While “the Dow” may be the
oldest and best-known of the major stock
indices, some analysts point to the
Standard & Poor’s 500 (S&P 500) as the
more reliable and accurate of the two
leading stock indices. Why? And what are
the differences between them?

Standard & Poor’s is a leading financial
information and services corporation that
has been a division of The McGraw-Hill
Companies since 1966. The Standard &
Poor’s 500 Composite Stock Price Index, as

it is formally known, was introduced in
1923 as a series of indices that originally
included 233 companies and covered 26
industries. Today’s index was created in
1957 and currently encompasses 500 com-
panies that span 122 different sub-industries
in 10 sectors. The companies range in size
from small industry-specific leaders to some
of the largest corporations in the world. 

The S&P Index Committee is responsi-
ble for establishing index policy.
Companies also may be removed from the
Index because of mergers, bankruptcies,
restructuring or other events that the
Committee deems significant. Companies
are chosen based on market size, liquidity
and industry group representation. The
index is made up of 10 major industry sec-
tors: Consumer discretionary, consumer
staples, energy, financials, healthcare,
industrials, information technology, mate-
rials, telecommunication services, and util-
ities. The Consumer Discretionary group is

the largest in terms of the number of com-
panies, and the financials sector is the
largest in terms of market capitalization.

Because of its diversity and size, many
analysts consider the S&P 500 to be a
more accurate benchmark for measuring
the performance of the U.S. stock market
than the DJIA. The DJIA is composed of
just 30 large-capitalization blue-chip
stocks that measure a very small sector of
the overall U.S. stock market. In contrast,
the S&P 500 includes a larger number of
companies with a wider range of market
size. Thus, the S&P 500 is able to take a
more precise “snapshot” of the overall
market’s ebb and flow. In addition, all of
the companies currently listed on the
DJIA are included in the S&P 500.

The S&P 500 is market value-weight-
ed. This means that each company’s stock
price is multiplied by its number of shares
outstanding, with each company’s influ-
ence on the index’s performance directly

proportional to its market value. As a
result, a larger company has more influ-
ence on the S&P 500 than a smaller one
does. But because there are 500 compa-
nies, not just 30, the overall effect of a sin-
gle company’s price fluctuation is limited,
giving the investor a more accurate pic-
ture of the market’s activity.

If you are a market watcher who wants
a more precise evaluation of market fluc-
tuations, you will no doubt want to keep a
close watch on the S&P 500 Index.

(This article is published for general
informational purposes and is not an offer
or solicitation to sell or buy any securities
or commodities. Any particular invest-
ment should be analyzed based on its
terms and risks as they relate to your spe-
cific circumstances and objectives. Kirk
Aguer is a financial advisor at Morgan
Stanley in Santa Monica. To reach him,
call (310) 319-5220.)
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Diversity makes the S&P 500 more reliable
GUEST
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By Daily Press staff

In recognition of National Small
Business Week, the Internal Revenue
Service has announced an abundance of
free resources available to assist the
nation’s 45 million small business and
self-employed taxpayers with their tax
responsibilities. And, they are all just a
mouse-click away.

The small business section of the
agency’s Web site at IRS.gov provides a
one-stop resource for information on
starting and operating a business. On this
site, taxpayers can learn about employ-
ment tax requirements, make tax pay-
ments, find out how to set up and distrib-
ute retirement plans, and order free tax
products like a tax calendar or retirement
plan resource guide.

“Running a business is a big responsi-

bility and the IRS wants to help ease the
process for this dynamic group of taxpay-
ers,” said Victor Omelczenko, IRS
spokesperson in Los Angeles. “In an
effort to save businesses money and
reduce their paperwork burden, over the
last year, the IRS has implemented a num-
ber of initiatives to simplify tax forms.”

For more information about the
resources and services the IRS has for
small business and self-employed taxpay-
ers visit IRS.gov.

Links:
Small business and self-employed one-

stop resource, http://www.irs.gov/small-
biz

Subscribe to the small business and
self-employed division’s free electronic
mail service for small business owners,
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/arti-
cle/0,,id=98724,00.html

IRS offers free assistance
for small business owners

By Daily Press staff

Small business owners can now learn
virtually everything they need to know
about setting up and maintaining IRA-based
retirement plans for their employees, thanks
to a new, free compact disc from the
Internal Revenue Service.

“Individual Retirement Arrangement
(IRA) Resource Guide for Small Business
Owners and Individual,” contains informa-
tion about both traditional and Roth IRAs. It
also covers IRA-based retirement plans for
employers, including simplified employee
pensions (SEPs), SIMPLE IRAs, and pay-
roll deduction IRA plans.

The CD is designed to help business
owners make the right decisions about set-
ting up a plan that is best for their business,
making contributions to the plan, investing
funds, and taking distributions. It also
explains the rules for keeping those plans in
compliance with the law, including methods
for correcting errors in plan administration.
To help individuals and business owners
avoid scams that can threaten their retire-

ment savings, the CD highlights illegal tax
schemes related to retirement plans. 

Included on the CD are video clips,
forms and publications, frequently asked
questions, and interactive resources that
help learn more about IRAs. It also includes
information on the basics of investing retire-
ment savings and checklists for business
owners to use in managing their IRA-Based
retirement plans. 

To get a free copy of the CD, call the IRS
toll-free at 1-800-TAX-FORM (829-3676)
and ask for publication No. 4395. An online
version is available on the newly-revamped
“Retirement Plans” section on IRS.gov. In
addition, the IRS urges small business own-
ers visiting the Web site to subscribe to
Retirement News for Employers, a free
quarterly electronic newsletter on retirement
plan issues.

Retirement information links:
IRA Online Resource Guide —

www.irs.gov/ep <http://www.irs.gov/ep> 
Subscribe to retirement news for

employers — http://www.irs.gov/retire-
ment/page/0,,id=122751,00.html

CD helping employers set up IRAs
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If your business has news to share,

send press releases to  
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BY LISA LEFF 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — A bill to legalize
same-sex marriage in California cleared
an Assembly committee Tuesday despite
arguments that it violates a gay marriage
ban voters approved five years ago. 

The partisan 6-3 vote by the Assembly
Judiciary Committee marked the first test
this year for the measure, which would
amend the state family code to define
marriage as between “two persons”
instead of between a man and a woman. 

Even with the bill’s legality in dispute,
the issue percolating in the courts and its
prospects for getting signed into law
uncertain, supporters said it was important
for lawmakers to back extending marriage
licenses to gays and lesbians. 

“It was not so long ago in California that
you couldn’t marry someone who was of a
different ethnicity than yourself — that was
tradition, that was the practice, that was the
law and it was wrong,” said committee
Chairman Dave Jones, D-Sacramento. “It is
equally wrong that we do not afford the
right of marriage to all our citizens.” 

Opponents, however, claimed that law-
makers had no business even hearing the
bill because it undermines the electorate’s
will. 

In 2000, more than 61 percent of
California voters passed Proposition 22,

which said the state will only recognize
marriages between a man and a woman as
valid. The state Constitution expressly
prohibits the Legislature from amending
statutes enacted by voters. 

“The people of California knew exact-
ly what they were doing,” said
Assemblyman Ray Haynes, R-Murrieta.
“The only institutional relationship that
will have legal significance in California
is between a man and a woman.” 

But the bill’s lead author,
Assemblyman Mark Leno, claimed the
measure does not run afoul of Proposition
22 because the initiative prevented
California from recognizing same-sex
marriages performed elsewhere, but not
in-state gay unions. He acknowledged,
though, that a court would ultimately have
to decide which interpretation was cor-
rect. 

“I agree this won’t end the debate,”
said Leno, D-San Francisco. “But when
we as legislators, and when I as a legisla-
tor see injustice in our state it is my job to
correct it.” 

The question of whether Leno’s bill
contravenes Proposition 22 or even is
needed may ultimately prove moot. 

Ruling in a pair of cases seeking to
overturn California’s ban on gay mar-
riage, a trial court judge in San Francisco
said Proposition 22 unconstitutionally
breached the civil rights of gays and les-

bians. That ruling is expected to be
appealed. 

Meanwhile, two other California law-
makers have introduced constitutional
amendments that would elevate the state’s
existing definition of marriage as a union
between a man and a woman from statute
to the constitution. Those bills still face
legislative committee hearings and would
need to be passed by two-thirds of law-
makers to be submitted to voters. 

Last year, the Judiciary Committee

passed legislation similar to the measure
approved Tuesday, but Leno later pulled it
from consideration because it did not have
enough support in the full Assembly. Both
times, votes split on party lines, with
Democrats in favor and Republicans in
opposition. 

Leno said that with the backing of
Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez, D-Los
Angeles, who signed on as a co-author
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A Handel on things
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Handelfest, A Tribute to George F. Handel. Tuesday’s presentation was the first of a series
of three performances.
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this year, he expects the
bill to make it to the desk
of Gov. Arnold Schwarz-
enegger. The governor has
indicated he is not inclined

to sign it. 
Apart from disagree-

ment over its legality, the
measure prompted debate
on how gays can be denied
the right to marry in a

nation that derives much of
its identity from its stated
dedication to equality. 

“Gay people are every-
where,” testified Baltimore
Gonzalez of Fresno, who

was with his same-sex
partner. “Voting ‘No, we
can’t get married,’ is not
going to make us go away.
... Giving us equal rights
will help us all live better.” 

The bill’s opponents
were just as steadfast. 

“Marriage between a
man and a woman, what
you might call a traditional
family, is the basic build-

ing block of our society,”
said Assemblyman Tim
Leslie, R-Tahoe City. “To
tamper with that causes
grave concern and is a very
dangerous thing to do.” 

STATE
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BY RONALD D. WHITE 
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Some businesses lure clients with
expensive dinners or tickets to a sporting event. 

The Port of Los Angeles built an island in San Pedro
Bay with 58 million cubic yards of concrete, rock and
muck to woo the world’s largest shipping conglomerate. 

And these days, more ships turn left instead of right
after passing through the breakwater as they move 1 mil-
lion containers of cargo a year in and out of the Port of
Los Angeles instead of neighboring Long Beach. 

Los Angeles’ $328-million gamble that lured Maersk
Sealand paid several rich dividends. One was a lease
worth $2 billion over 25 years. Another was the dethron-
ing of Long Beach as the nation’s busiest containership
port. 

The ports may share San Pedro Bay, but behind the
scenes on shore there’s a fierce sibling rivalry. Three
times over the last 20 years, one port has lost to the other
the right to call itself the U.S. leader in handling cargo
containers. 

And if the last three months are any indication, the
numbers will get a lot closer again this year, as Long
Beach revs its engines to try to regain the top spot. Since
December, Long Beach, aided by deeper waters that
allow it to accommodate the largest containerships, has
moved more than 1.5 million containers, just off the pace
set by Los Angeles at nearly 1.7 million containers. 

“It’s like a tug of war,” said Jack Kyser, chief econo-
mist for the Los Angeles County Economic Development
Corp. “Los Angeles has had the advantage, but now
Long Beach is coming back. It’s getting to be a horse
race again.” 

The Los Angeles-Long Beach matchup is unique.
Although many harbors vie to receive a piece of the ever-
growing international shipping traffic destined for the United
States, no two major U.S. ports do it in such close proximity. 

“In other parts of the country, you have ports compet-
ing,” Kyser said, “but it’s not like here where they are sit-
ting on the same couch.” 

On the West Coast, Seattle and Tacoma share Puget
Sound but are separated by 34 miles. Portland’s port
faces Vancouver, Wash., across the Columbia River, but
the two harbors work together rather than as competitors,
according to port officials. 

Los Angeles and Long Beach work differently. Both
are so-called landlord ports. Unable to levy taxes or oth-

erwise raise funds of their own, they depend on long-
term lease agreements with shipping lines, terminal oper-
ators and stevedoring companies for their operating bud-
gets. 

Long Beach set the tone for the duel during the 1990s,
when it moved ahead of Los Angeles in containership
traffic with a reputation for being much more efficient
and responsive, according to port experts and financial
analysts. Meanwhile, two audits hammered the Port of
Los Angeles for needing nearly two-thirds more employ-
ees to generate less business than its neighbor. 

In an attempt to cut costs, Los Angeles closed its busi-
ness office in Australia in 1997. The decision backfired:
Although the port saved about $70,000 annually, it left
the door open for Long Beach, which was able to build
up its Australian business from zero in 1997 to $618 mil-
lion in 2004. 

Port of Los Angeles officials struck back with a bold
move _ building a world-class cargo terminal and pray-
ing it would attract a world-class client. The artificial
island complex, called Pier 400, reeled in Maersk in late
1999 despite a counteroffer from Long Beach for new
space in two separate parcels. 

At the time, Maersk accounted for nearly 25 percent
of the 4.3 million containers handled by Long Beach. Los
Angeles trailed with 3.7 million containers in 2001. 

“Maersk was the big deal,” said analyst Ann Van
Praagh, who follows West Coast seaports for Moody’s
Investors Service. “It was driven in large part by the fact
that Los Angeles had a vision for what it thought its port
could look like at full build-out.” 

Maersk moved into its new home in August 2002, and
the following year the Los Angeles port surged far ahead
of Long Beach to become the nation’s biggest hub for
international trade and seventh in the world in container
traffic, just ahead of Rotterdam in the Netherlands, the
busiest port in Europe. 

Art Wong, longtime spokesman for the Port of Long
Beach, said that officials always assumed that some
shipping line would step up to take any pier space that
had been vacated, but added, “I don’t think that we real-
ly wanted to test that with 25 percent of our business.” 

Despite the loss of Maersk, Long Beach pushed full
speed ahead, assisted by an explosion of international
trade and by a fortuitous consequence of oil drilling. 

So much oil had been pumped out of the tidelands
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around Long Beach over the years that the
seafloor in the eastern part of the bay sank
as much as 30 feet in some places, accord-
ing to Tom Teofilo, managing director of
maritime services for the port of Long
Beach. That has helped it accommodate
the giant 8,000-TEU (a standard industry
measurement for the equivalent of a 20-
foot-long steel cargo-bearing box) con-
tainer vessels headed for Southern
California from Asia. 

In 2003, Long Beach handled more
containers than in any previous year. In
2004 the growth accelerated to a record
5.8 million containers. 

The increase came largely from
Maersk’s biggest competitors. Hanjin
Shipping of South Korea, for example,
doubled its acreage at the port. And

Geneva-based Mediterranean Shipping
Co., which didn’t have its own terminal
before, moved into Hanjin’s old space. 

Long Beach also did some poaching of
its own, snaring Carnival Corp.’s Carnival
Cruise Lines from Los Angeles by build-
ing a new cruise ship terminal. Carnival
left Los Angeles in 2003 because it want-
ed a location that could accommodate
vacationers who want to spend time see-
ing tourist attractions before departure. 

Critics contend that the two ports aren’t
working together to craft solutions. Those
pressures contributed to the departure of the
Los Angeles port’s executive director in 2004. 

Bruce Seaton, interim executive direc-
tor of the Port of Los Angeles, said that
leading the nation in cargo traffic wasn’t
the harbor’s sole measurement of success. 

“You also have to be No. 1 in the envi-
ronmental initiatives, in having enough

infrastructure, in leadership in the securi-
ty area,” Seaton said. “We have broad-
ened that definition.” 

His counterpart at Long Beach, long-
time Executive Director Dick Steinke,
said that the competition between the two
ports has made both facilities better than
they would have been otherwise. 

“It has kept us agile and nimble,” he
said. “We make sure we are responsible to
our customers’ requests. We know they
have a choice.” 

Steinke said it didn’t matter which port
was on top. 

Seaton couldn’t bring himself to agree:
“No one would ever want to lose that rating.” 
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BY H. JOSEF HEBERT 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — President Bush, fac-
ing economic and political damage from
soaring gas prices, offered proposals
Wednesday to speed construction of
nuclear power plants and oil refineries
and boost sales of energy-efficient vehi-
cles. 

Bush outlined his initiatives in his sec-
ond energy speech in a week, reflecting
growing concern in the White House that
high energy prices are beginning to slow
economic growth and undercut the presi-
dent’s approval rating. 

Speaking to small business leaders,
Bush lamented that he was powerless to
cut gas prices. “I wish I could,” he said.
“If I could, I would.” 

“This problem did not develop
overnight and it’s not going to be fixed
overnight. But it’s now time to fix it,” he
said. Bush said the problem is that energy
supplies are not growing fast enough to
meet the growing demand in the United

States and in other countries. 
“See, we’ve got a fundamental ques-

tion we got to face here in America,”
Bush said. “Do we want to continue to
grow more dependent on other nations to
meet our energy needs? Or, do we need to
do what is necessary to achieve greater
control of our economic destiny?” 

America has not ordered a new nuclear
power plant since the 1970s. Bush said that
France has built 58 plants in the same peri-
od and today France gets more than 78 per-
cent of its electricity from nuclear power. 

“It’s time for America to start building
again,” he said. 

Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid
called Bush’s initiatives “little more than
half measures and wrongheaded policies
that will do nothing to address the current
energy crisis or break the stranglehold
that foreign oil has on our nation.” 

He said Senate Democrats will offer a
much larger package of tax incentives —
double the $8 billion approved by the
House — and funnel more of the money
to renewable energy sources and energy

efficiency measures. 
Bush urged using closed military bases

as sites for new oil refineries. The Energy
Department is being ordered to step up
discussions with communities near such
bases to try to get refineries built. He said
the United States has not built a new oil
refinery since the 1970s. 

Bush also called on Congress to pro-
vide a “risk insurance” plan to insulate the
nuclear industry against regulatory delays
if it builds new nuclear power plants. And
he endorsed giving federal regulators final
say over the location of liquefied natural
gas (LNG) import terminals. LNG termi-
nal projects have been stymied in some
regions by local opposition, even though
the need for more LNG imports has been
widely accepted. 

As he did last week, he called on
Congress to give him an energy bill by
this summer. 

Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., who is
trying to put together an energy package
that can pass the Senate, said he wel-
comed some of the president’s proposals.

He is “making it clear that energy remains
a top priority of this president,” said
Domenici in a statement. 

Bush’s support for giving the federal
government clear authority in locating
LNG terminals comes after the House
included such a provision in the energy
bill it passed last week. Some lawmakers
strongly opposed the measure, arguing it
would deprive states and communities of
a say in locating LNG import terminals,
even in heavily populated areas. 

Nuclear power accounts for about 20
percent of the country’s electricity. Some
utilities have expressed interest in build-
ing a new reactor, perhaps as early as
2010, but want assurance of a smooth reg-
ulatory process to get financing. 

To address their concern, the president
is directing the Energy Department to
develop a federal “risk insurance” plan
that would kick in if there were lengthy
delays in licensing a new reactor. Such a
program would need congressional
action, and White House officials would
not speculate on its cost. 

Bush laments a lack of energy in America

Long Beach, LA ports renew their battle for supremacy
BOAT BATTLE, from page 12
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BY LAURENCE FROST 
AP Business Writer 

BLAGNAC, France — The world’s largest passenger
plane, the Airbus A380, completed a maiden flight
Wednesday that took it over the Pyrenees mountains, a
milestone for aviation and for the European aircraft-
maker’s battle with American rival Boeing Co. 

The double-decked, 308-ton plane landed successful-
ly to applause at 2:22 p.m (8:22 a.m. EDT) after a flight
of nearly four hours. About 30,000 spectators watched
the white plane with blue tail take off and touch down,
101 years after the Wright brothers achieved the first
controlled, sustained flight. 

Before it landed, its front lights shining, the A380 did
a slow flyover above the airport in Blagnac, southwest
France, where it had taken off at 10:29 a.m. (4:29 a.m.
EDT). 

The plane carried a crew of six and 22 tons of on-
board test instruments. It can carry as many as 840 pas-
sengers on commercial flights. 

“The takeoff was absolutely perfect,” chief test pilot
Jacques Rosay told reporters by radio from the A380
cockpit as he flew at 10,000 feet just north of the
Pyrenees mountains, about an hour into the flight. “The
weather’s wonderful.” 

The pilots checked the plane’s basic handling charac-
teristics while the on-board equipment recorded mea-

surements for 150,000 separate parameters and beamed
real-time data back to computers on the ground. 

Rosay, co-pilot Claude Lelaie and four fellow crew
members took no chances — donning parachutes for the
first flight. A handrail inside the test plane lead from the
cockpit to an escape door that could have been jettisoned
had the pilots lost control.

In Paris, French Cabinet ministers broke into applause
when President Jacques Chirac told them of the success-
ful start to the flight. The head of competitor Boeing’s
French division, Yves Galland, said he watched the tele-
vised takeoff and, just this once, “shared the emotion of
the people of Airbus.” 

The flight capped 11 years of preparation and $13 bil-
lion in spending. 

Orville and Wilbur Wright, by comparison, spent an
estimated $1,000 developing their skeletal flyer, which
stayed airborne for 12 seconds on the sands of Kill Devil
Hills, N.C., the morning of Dec. 17, 1903. 

Built of spruce and ash covered with muslin, the
Wright brothers’ flyer weighed 605 pounds, according to
the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum in
Washington. 

The A380 weighed 464 tons on takeoff, including its
bulky test equipment, fittings and fuel, Airbus said. That
is about 75 percent of its maximum authorized takeoff
weight for commercial flights. 

Spectators camped out by the airport to be there for
what some said was Europe’s biggest aviation event
since the first flight of the supersonic Concorde in 1969.
About 30,000 people gathered around the airport to
watch, police said. 

Emergency services took no chances and stationed fire
trucks at regular intervals along the runway, although
aviation experts say modern computer modeling and
wind-tunnel tests have made maiden flights safer than
ever. 

Problems are more likely, but still very rare, later in
the test-flight program, when the pilots deliberately take
the plane to its limits. An Airbus A330 prototype crashed
here in July 1994, killing chief test pilot Nick Warner and
six others as they conducted a simulated engine failure
exercise. 

Airbus says the A380 test-flight program is likely to
take over a year and finish soon before the plane enters
service for Singapore Airlines in mid-2006. 

The A380, with a catalogue price of $282 million, rep-
resents a huge bet by Airbus that airlines will need plen-
ty of large aircraft to transport passengers between ever-
busier hub airports. 

So far, Airbus has booked 154 orders for the A380,
which it says will carry passengers 5 percent farther than
Boeing’s longest-range 747 jumbo at a per-passenger
cost up to one-fifth lower. 

But Airbus has yet to prove that it can turn a profit on
its investment, a third of which came from European
governments. Some analysts say signs of a boom in the
market for smaller, long-range jets like Boeing’s long-
range 787 “Dreamliner” show that Airbus was wrong to
focus resources on the superjumbo at the expense of its
own mid-sized A350 — which enters service in 2010,
two years after its Boeing rival. 

Just this week, Air Canada and Air India announced a
total of 82 new orders for Boeing jets — including 41
787s — taking Boeing’s Dreamliner order book to 237. 

But Airbus CEO Noel Forgeard played down
Boeing’s recent orders and the 787’s development lead,
saying the battle for the market in smaller planes would
be fought out over 20 years, not two. 

“Our competitor Boeing has woken up and gets a wave
of orders,” Forgeard told reporters attending the A380 test
flight. “Good! Competition is an excellent thing.” 

Forgeard, who steps down later this year to become
joint CEO of Airbus parent European Aeronautic
Defense and Space Co., congratulated the A380 develop-
ment and test-flight team for a “fantastic collective
effort” and said the plane would enter service in the “sec-
ond half of 2006” — about three months behind the pre-
vious schedule. 

Part of the delay is down to the superjumbo’s struggle
with a weight problem that consumed months of engi-
neering time and pushed the program’s cost overrun to
$1.88 billion. Competitive pressure on airlines to offer
plusher, heavier business-class seating tightened the
squeeze. 

Airbus makes history with its maiden flight
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BY SHANNON DININNY 
Associated Press Writer 

YAKIMA, Wash. — Canadian ranchers, devastated by a
U.S. ban on live cattle imports from their country, have a
plan for ensuring their survival — one that could have
repercussions for the U.S. cattle industry in the future. 

So warns an official with the Canadian Cattlemen’s
Association, who is visiting with officials and cattle pro-
ducers in Washington state this week to plead his coun-
try’s case for reopening the U.S.border. 

“Regardless of whether the border opens or not, we
have a plan to ensure we survive,” said John Masswohl,
director of international relations for the Canadian
Cattlemen’s Association, which represents as many as
100,000 Canadian cattle producers. 

The United States closed the border to live cattle
imports in May 2003 after mad cow disease was discov-
ered in Canada. Efforts to reopen the border have been
hampered by the discovery of the disease in a Canadian-
born Holstein in Mabton, Wash., in December 2003, and
by two subsequent cases in Alberta. 

Before the ban, Canada had shipped about 60 percent
of its cattle to the United States for slaughter. Some have
estimated losses as high as $5.6 billion for the Canadian
cattle industry since then. 

“The pain hasn’t all been in Canada. Certainly, there
have been plenty of producers and entities in Washington
state that suffered as a result of the situation as well,”
Masswohl said. 

But Canadian cattlemen have reached the point where
they must control their own destiny, he said. That
includes increasing Canada’s slaughter capacity to
reduce reliance on the border reopening. 

The country only had a national capacity to slaughter
72,000 head of cattle a week before the ban. That now

stands at 84,000 head and new construction is expected
to boost capacity even more by year’s end. 

Increasing the number of slaughterhouses in Canada
could be a blow to U.S. slaughterhouses, particularly
those in Washington, Utah and Minnesota that rely more
on Canadian cattle. 

Thirty percent of the cattle slaughtered in Utah came
from Canada before the ban, followed by Washington at
18 percent and Minnesota at 12 percent. 

Masswohl met with the state agriculture director
Monday to discuss the situation, and planned visits with
cattlemen in the state Tuesday. The visits were the first
of several planned across the country to stress the impact
the border closure could have on U.S. cattle producers. 

“Our objective is not to create a negative impact on

jobs on the United States, but it just seems there is a nat-
ural level that the market can bear,” he said. “If we’re
building more in Canada, it seems there would be a coun-
terbalance here.” 

Jack Field, executive director of the Washington
Cattlemen’s Association, said Washington state cattle pro-
ducers understand their counterparts’ concerns in Canada. 

“I don’t think there’s a cattleman in Washington state
or anywhere in the country who doesn’t understand the
pain the Canadian cattlemen are enduring,” Field said. 

But the ban on live cattle imports from Canada should
not be lifted until the United States can resume normal
trade with other markets, Field said. 

Dozens of countries banned U.S. beef imports after
the disease was found in the United States. 

INTERNATIONAL
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Canadian ranchers are ready to make a deal

Take control of your
weight & your life.

Factual Weight Loss
Free 30 day trial.

Enter code dailypress

w w w . f a t b u r n . c o m

smile
MAKERS

THEsmile
MAKERS

THE

Register to win
a Sonic Care Pro

Toothbrush!
(A $130 value)

Visit our booth
at the Health Festival!
Saturday, April 30 SM Pier 11-3pm

Kari Sakurai DDS, Inc.
1305 15TH Street., Santa Monica

(310) 458-6222
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly
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Employment
#1 INVESTMENT 2004-Gold 60K-400K 
commissions. Est. 1960, Top Forbes 
Co. hiring Sales Profs (trading exp/lic 
not req-paid training) No cold 
calling/casual dress. Free Health, 
Dental, Vision, Life & Parking. Santa 
Monica, Goldline.com (310) 319-0313 
(24 hrs)

29 People Wanted
Lose 15lbs. FAST! FREE SAMPLES

Will Power in a bottle
Money Back Guarantee!

(888) 458-0409

29 People Wanted
Lose 15lbs. FAST! FREE SAMPLES

Will Power in a bottle
Money Back Guarantee!

(888) 458-0409

BUSY BOUTIQUE in Santa Monica 
is looking for hard working, ma-
ture, motivated employee to work 
as sales assistant and process 
heavy flow of inventory. Comput-
er experience a plus. Must be a 
team player and be familiar with 
high-end designer clothing. Fun 
atmosphere and lots of fantastic 
clothes. Candidate must be avail-
able to work Saturday and an oc-
casional Sunday. 30 hours a 
week. Please call Andrea at 310-
560-0176.

BARTEND
Earn $150-400 daily. 1 or 2 week 
training. Nationwide job placement. 
Financing available. National Bartend-
ers school (310) 996-1377. www.na-
tionalbartenders.com.

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR. Caron-
delet Center, adjacent to Mount St. 
Mary’s College in Brentwood,  seeks a 
general maintenance professional to 
operate, maintain, and repair boilers, 
generators, air conditioning, etc. in a 
multi purpose residential and meeting 
facility.  As head  of the maintenance 
department, this person will supervise 
two employees,  evaluate products 
and services from outside contractors, 
maintain work order logs, oversee re-
furbishment projects and  continuous-
ly monitor the condition of the building 
and its infrastructure.  Minimum of 3 
years in maintenance of large build-
ings required.  $19.00-$24.00/hr. de-
pending on experience.  Contact R. 
Scherrei, 11999 Chalon Rd., LA 
90049; (310) 889-2109; 
RScherrei@csjla.org; FAX (310) 472-
5982.   

MASSAGE CERTIFICATE
COURSE

Earn new career in 5 days! 

Brandon Raynor’s international-
ly acclaimed hands on deep   

tissue massage course 

May 9th-13th, M-F, 9am-5pm 
in Marina Del Rey. 

Toll free (888) 330-3338

CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPS

WORK FROM HOME!
$500 - $1,500/ mo Part Time.

$2,000 - $8,000/ mo Full Time.
(866) 841-HOME(4663)

P/T RETAIL salesperson.
Apply in person 

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. 
Wilshire West Fine Paper. 
3023 Wilshire Blvd. SM. 

Employment
CLSS - Travel AgentAutomobile Club of

Southern California

Travel Agent Career
Opportunities

The Automobile Club of Southern California is a
dynamic organization committed to providing
world-class service to our members, the motoring
public and the communities we serve. 

Join a team with over 100 years of experience and
tradition - a trendsetter in the industries of trans-
portation, safety, insurance, travel and financial
products. We are looking for individuals with the
ambition and drive to keep us ahead of the pack.

We are successful because
of our exceptional employees!

We have immediate openings for Travel Agents at
our Auto Club Santa Monica office , opening May

23, 2005.

Perform a variety of District Office duties including:

■ Proven Sales and Service Skills
■ Expertise in Cruise and Tour Sales
■ Work as team player
■ Some overtime and ability to work Saturdays
■ Process member payments
■ Apollo Focalpoint Proficiency
■ Counsel Members on Travel and other product
and services

To qualify you must possess superb customer
service, communication, interpersonal, and com-
puter skills.  Two years leisure experience.  Ability
to prioritize multiple tasks and work well with fre-
quent interruptions.   May be required to work rota-
tional weekends.   Experienced Travel Agency
Manager position also available.

Fax your employment application to us today
310.473.7625 
To learn more about this position  
Contact Diana Price at 310.914.2529
price.diana@aaa-calif.com

Through all of life’s travels we are always with you.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway. 
Must be experienced. Afternoon 
shifts. Apply afternoons in person. 
215 Broadway, SM. (310)396-9898.
EXPERIENCED LEAD Glazier wanted. 
Established Santa Monica shop. Fair 
pay and benefits. Insurable CDL re-
quired. (310) 393-0153
GET YOUR real estate license! Local 
R.E. offices hiring. Reimbursed ex-
penses, great opportunity (888) 300-
8448x110. Call Cory.
HAIR STYLIST/ Barber wanted, offer 
low rent for person with clients. 2106 
Wilshire Blvd., Call Kristin (310) 829-
5944
HAIRDRESSER NEEDED. 20 year old 
salon, great location on Wilshire. Rent 
chair or commission sales. Russian 
speaking a plus. Call Mary 818-207-
7771.
L.A. LICENSED Chair Massage Thera-
pists needed for busy Venice loca-
tions. Please call between 8-10pm. 
310-862-4948 

MILLIONAIRE MENTOR Seeks Ap-
prentice. $20,000 plus monthly po-
tential. Entreprenurial minded self 

starters call (800) 688-9409.

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
P/T HOURS Between 8-6/M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 $9/hr

RADIO PUBLICITY campaign sales, full 
commission F/T or P/T in Santa Moni-
ca (310) 998-8305 ext 84
STYLIST/BARBER WANTED in Santa 
Monica. Non-conformist atmosphere. 
Low rent. Call Don (310) 315-1098.

Employment
RECEPTIONIST
WEST LA insurance office seeks re-
ceptionist. Pleasant voice and great 
attitude a must. Excellent pay and 
great benefits. Fax resume to  310-
207-8526 or email 
jobs@abacusins.com

RETAIL SALES Professional, high end 
women’s apparel, 3-4 days/wk. Top 
$! Experience necessary. (310) 264-
2577
WANTED: FULL time, exp line cooks. 
Apply in person Marix Tex Mex, 118 
Entrada Drive, SM, CA (PCH & Entra-
da) btwn 2-4PM M-T. No phone calls 
please

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (310)479-3054

Pets
AKC REGISTERED Golden Retriever, 
Male. Very sweet and affectionate. 
1 1/2 years old. Absolutely gorgeous. 
Looking for loving home. $500.00 
Pedigree and photos on request. 
email: filmfx66@yahoo.com

Vehicles for sale
MITSUBISHI 
SANTA Monica
1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
866-925-3333

2000 Porsche 911 Cabriolet
Triple Black, tip, 38k miles,

$48,995 [VIN 651944]

2002 Hyundai
Santa Fe green full power Automatic

$13,995 [VIN 281519]

2003 Nissan Sentra
Full power cd auto

$10,495 [VIN 798964]

2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse
Full power auto

$11,995 [VIN 080815]

2001 Mitsubishi Spyder
36K Miles, Leather, Full Power

&17,225 [VIN 152218]

2001 Mitsubishi Mirage
44K Miles, Full Power
$8,995 [VIN 27253]

2002 Lexus IS300
Black Chromes, Clean Car
$19,995 [VIN 062170]

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Vehicles for sale
INFINITI OF Santa Monica
#1 fastest growing dealer in Los An-
geles County (based on facts and fig-
ures from Infiniti Western Region)
1-800-Infiniti
900 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90401
www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

Instruction

QUICKBOOKS Training, bookkeep-
ing services too! (310) 977-7935.QUICKBOOKS Training
Bookeeping Services Too!

(310) 977-7935
Wanted

NEED A second pair of eyes? Experi-
enced newspaper editor available for 
proof reading, copy editing. Call 
(310)365-1753 to have your scripts, 
manuscripts, novels or any document 
typo free.

WANTED TO Buy: Stamp collections 
US or world wide. (310) 459-6315

Travel
CLSS - Harmony Health Tour

Health  Tour Packages all 

inclusive in Costa Rica. 

www.harmonycenters.com 

© 

For Rent
SM $1,150/MO 1+1 @ 19th/ Pico. 
Quiet gated back unit close to SMC 
and beach (310) 965-0355
VENICE BEACH large studio @ 26 Pal-
oma Ave. with full size refrigerator 
and new carpet. One block to the 
beach. Excellent location in the heart 
of Venice beach. Well priced at $895. 
One year lease. No pets. Call Jack @ 
(310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA! Beautiful large 1 
bedroom + 2 lofts townhome @ 820 
Bay St. with 2 car garage, fresh car-
pet, paint, jacuzzi tub, large deck, 
endless storage, a must see! $2295. 
(310) 466-9256

VENICE BEACH: 39 Sunset Ave. 1 bed-
room with ocean view in tudor style 
building. Great location 1/2 block to 
the beach. 1 Year lease, no pets. May 
be seen by appointments $1150. 
(310) 401-0027.

WESTWOOD UNFURNISHED Condo 
2+2. 1639 Selby Ave. Unit C. Stove, 
refrigerator, W/D, dishwasher, carpet, 
microwave, A/C, intercom entry and 
gated parking. No pets. $1725 Call 
(310) 578-7512

MAR VISTA 1173 Avon Way #201. 
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, A/C, 
fireplace, vaulted ceilings, 2 balco-
nies, intercom entry, gated parking. 
No pets $1450. (310) 578-7512
MAR VISTA 11932 Courtleigh Dr., Unit 
3, 1+1, stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, 
laundry, utilities included, intercom 
entry. Gated parking, no pets $925 
(310) 737-7933.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD 1BDRM
w/balcony @3115 Bagley Ave. with 
fresh carpet, paint, stove, FRIDGE and 
assigned parking. A steal at $950! 
(310)466-9256
SANTA MONICA $1,150/mo remod-
eled 1bdrm/1bath, no pets, hardwood 
floors, stove, fridge, parking included 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1,263/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, w/c pet, stove, carpets, 
laundry, elevator, walk to beach 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property manage-
ment.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS 
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to 
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
2439 Oak $1100

Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, utilities included,

garage parking

230 Pacific   $1750
Lower 2 bed, 13⁄4 bath,  new
carpet, dishwasher, gated

parking, 

1111 17th St. $1795
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new
carpet, balcony, North of

Wilshire

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA 

8327 Blackburn, $975
Near Beverly Center & West

Hollywood Upper 1 bed,
hardwood, street

parking only

1610 Barry, WLA, $1550
Front lower  2 bed, 13⁄4 bath,

remodeled, new carpet,
linoleum, blinds & more

1234 Wellesley, WLA,
$1700

Front upper 2 bed, 11⁄2 bath
beautiful remodel, new appli-
ances, granite counters, tile

bathroom

10724 Missouri, WLA,
$2300

Upper 3 bed + den, 2 bath,
FIRST MONTH FREE RENT!

call for more details

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
MAR VISTA Lrg 1 bdrm @ 3743 
McLaughlin. Fresh paint, carpet, great 
closets. One year lease, no pets, no 
smoking  $995. (310) 466-9256
PALMS/ BEVERLYWOOD Adj. $900.00 
1bdrm/1bath. Refrigerator, Stove, NO 
PETS, Parking, 2009 Preuss Rd., #10. 
Cross Streets: Robertson Bl & Cadilac.
SANTA MONICA $1025/mo, 
1bdrm/1bath, dining room, no pets, 
stove, carpets, parking, near SMC 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com 
SANTA MONICA $1045/mo, Studio, 
small pets only, stove, dishwasher, 
hardwood floors, laundry, microwave, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1050/mo., Studio, 
cat ok, refrigerator, stove, new car-
pets, utilities included. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com 
SANTA MONICA $1095/mo, 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, stove, large 
closets, laundry, close to beach 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com 

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, stove, carpets, laundry, 
quiet neighborhood, one year mini-
mum lease (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1275/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, refrigerator, 
stove, balcony, hardwood floors, yard, 
microwave, (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $950/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, stove, large 
closets, near SMC, carport parking 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $975, 1bdrm/1bath. 
Refrigerator, stove, NO PETS, parking, 
gas paid. 2535 Kansas Ave., #211. 
Mgr.: Apt #101. Cross streets: Clover-
field Blvd., & Pico Blvd.
SANTA MONICA $975/mo Furnished 
Studio, no pets, refrigerator, hard-
wood floors, kitchenette, near  beach, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA- 1BD 1BA All remod-
eled. Washer/ dryer, Jacuzzi tub, 
hardwood floors, marble tile. 
$1,595/mo. Call (310) 490-9326.
SM $1,295 1bdrm above garage. Pri-
vate, bright, charming, hardwood/ 
Mexican tile floors, large deck. 
837 1/2 Cedar (818) 501-4100
VENICE BEACH Sunny single @ 50 
Breeze Av., 1 block  to beach.  Hard-
wood floors and full kitchen. Lots of 
charm and character. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310) 466-9256.  $975 
W/LA, 1+1 UPPER UNIT, NEAR UCLA, 
1423 Barry Ave. No pets, new paint. 
$1195  (323) 651-0122
WEST HOLLYWOOD $850/mo, 1 bdrm, 
upper, A/C, built-in refrigerator, new 
carpet, blinds, laundry, security park-
ing, no pets, North Vista Street 
(310) 456-5659
WLA APARTMENT for rent, $1100/mo. 
1bdrm/ 1bath, A/C, security system. 
(310) 391-8880

Houses For Rent
MAR VISTA, best area 2bdrm/1ba plus 
workshop garage, new paint, large 
yard w/deck, fireplace, stove, refriger-
ator, W/D hookups, w/c pets $2150 
(310) 403-8272

Roommates

LOOKING FOR professional per-
son to share a furnished two-

bedroom apartment one block off 
of Montana. Private bath.         

Laundry on premises.          
$1,000 a month, includes         

underground parking.            
(310) 365-1753

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

Commercial Lease
1617 Broadway, Individual offices
New building. All services included. 
Reception telephone answering. High 
speed T-1 Internet. Full use of confer-
ence rooms, copier, printer, fax-
es…etc. Parking. Flexible lease 
terms.
(310) 526-0310

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail 
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and Wil-
shire
(310) 806-6104 
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Apprx 1,450 sq.ft. ,Deli/Retail for
Sublease/Lease at 3rd and Wilshire
(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

Real Estate
BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

SAVE BIG MONEY buying a home!
Remington700.com or Recorded mes-
sage (800) 842-5316 EXT 709

Real Estate
CLSS - Home Down the Street

Find out what the home down the

street sold for! Free computerized

list of area home sales and current

listings. Free recorded message.

1-888-465-4534
ID# 1041 www.matillarealty.com

Home Sellers

ARE YOU selling or buying Real Es-
tate?
We have 22 years of experience in 
Real Estate Sales on the Westside. We 
will grantee loyal diligent service for 
your transaction and we have the ref-
erences to back up our track record. 
Call us for any of your real estate 
needs.
Barry Oates 310-943-7648
barry1@georgechungrealtors.com
Maia Sosiuk 310-842-8967
maiasosiuk@sbcglobal.net 
or visit our website:
www.realtyonthewestside.com 

Selling?
Buying?

22 years of experience in 
Real Estate Sales 
on the Westside. 

Loyal diligent service with 
references provided. 

Call us for any 

Real Estate needs.

Barry Oates
310-943-7648
barry1@georgechungrealtors.com

Maia Sosiuk
310-842-8967

maiasosiuk@sbcglobal.net

Be sure to visit our website:
www.realtyonthewestside.com

George Chung Realtors

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

$500,000
1ST $400,000 @ 5.25% $1,750 P⁄MO
2ND $100,000 @ 7.75% $645.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,395.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $839 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.875%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 4.625%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 4.25%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.25%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of April 12, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate

IDAHO !!

Executive Home(s) with acreage in 
South Central Idaho. Near Soldier 
Mountain Ski Resort (Owner-Bruce 
Willis). 50mi. from Sun Valley, 1.5 
hours/Boise. Awesome views/open 
space! Sub dividable potential!

$995,000. 4/bedroom, 3/bath 
2800+sq/ft, 80+acres retreat- 
UC!!  

Executive retreat at Ski Mountain!! 
1998 built 5/bedroom, 3/bath 
3100+sq/ft log home, top of hill, 
60-acres $849,000. Reduced - 
Huge!! Now $649K!! Includes 2 
NEW Snowmobiles & New ATV!!

Another!  2/bedroom 2/bath cabin, 
3+/- acres $360,000-OWC!

Sun Valley golf course home, 3400 
sq/ft 3/bedroom, 3.5/bath. Cheap-
est in SV! UC  $1,795,000.

State of the Art Equestrian Facility 
– 40+/- acres. Less than replace-
ment!! Sun Valley, $1.365m 

Call Chris Grathwohl. (208) 720-
5690.

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA- Garage for rent. 
Storage, easy access. 1934 18th 
Street. $220/mo. Call (310) 490-9326

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. Incall/ 
Outcall special rate between 6am-
9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A ONE HOUR VACATION. Revitalizing 
and relaxing Swedish/deep tissue full 
body massage, outcalls available. 
Lora (310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING 1 hour full body Swedish 
massage in the privacy of your own 
home. Elderly are welcome, out calls 
only. Call Sue (310) 396-2720

MUSCLE TIGHTNESS & PAIN
Long lasting relief without drugs
Be pain free and feel great again

SM near Promenade, free pkg
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

Announcements

Lost & Found
LOST DOG, Reward!! White, long 
haired, fluffy. 12lbs, 2 yr. old. Lost on 
April 16th, San Vicente Blvd. in SM. 
Please call (310) 393-0701 if you 
have info.

; C L A S S I F I E D
A D V E R T I S I N G
CONDITIONS :REG-
ULAR RATE: $3.50 a
day. Ads over 15
words add 20¢ per
word per day. Ad
must run a minimum
of twelve consecutive
days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps
no charge. Bold
words, italics, cen-
tered lines, etc. cost
extra. Please call for
rates. TYPOS: Check
your ad the first day
of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue cred-
it after an ad has run
more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00
p.m. prior the day of
publication except for
Monday’s paper
when the deadline is
Friday at 4:00 p.m.
PAYMENT: All private
party ads must be
pre-paid. We accept
checks, credit cards,
and of course cash.
CORRESPONDENCE:
To place your ad call
our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday
through Friday,
(310)458-7737; send
a check or money
order with ad copy to
The Santa Monica
Daily Press, P.O. Box
1380, Santa Monica,
CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located
at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER RATES: For
information about the
professional services
directory or classified
display ads, please
call our office at
(310)458-7737.Your ad could run here!

✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

RRoobb’’ss  OOrrggaanniicc  CCaarrppeett  CCaarree
CClleeaanniinngg  yyoouurr  hhoommee  wwiitthh  ssaaffee,,  nnoonn--ttooxxiicc  pprroodduuccttss

SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa    331100--772299--22993311
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CLSS - Teeth Whitening

$50.00
TEETH WHITENING PER ARCH
Price is based on whitening of two arches w/home whitening kit.

Regularly $199 per arch.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 05/30/05.

Moe Koshki, D.D.S. General & Cosmetic Dentistry
(310) 395-1261

1260 15TH Street #805, SM. CA 90404

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free 
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap & 
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Services
CLSS - Diamond Red Painting

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE
A professional painting contractor

License #809274

(818) 420-9265 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount
Available

PAWDESTRIANS
DOGGIE Day Care 2 Openings Availa-
ble

Peggy Marton pawdestrians@aol.com
Dog walking and yard clean up serv-
ice.
Call (310) 477-2181

PAWdestrians
Doggie Day Care: 2 Openings Available

Peggy Marton pawdestrians@aol.com
Dog walking and yard clean up service.

Call (310) 477-2181

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME DELIVERY

Consolidated Pet Foods
(310) 393-9393
1840 14th St., Santa Monica
Open M-F, 8AM-5PM 

HOME
DELIVERY

(310) 393-9393
1840 14TH ST. SANTA MONICA  Open M-F: 8AM-5PM

LOSE WEIGHT the right way.
Fatburn.com
Free 30 day trial.
Enter code: dailypress
www.fatburn.com

Lose weight
the right way.

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress
w w w . f a t b u r n . c o m

Services
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864
PAINTING

Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

STILL SMOKING?
Life is short—Why make it shorter
John J. McGrail, Certified Hypnothera-
pist
(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.comLife is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

STUDIO 10 DESIGN
Visual Identity
Full service graphic design studio
Print design, web design, printing
(323) 851-7725
www.studio10design.com
Our clients are happy. That is what we 
like.

Services
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in 
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
Limousine Rides at Taxi Rates

(310)
828-2233

You should call:

Computer Services
ON SITE Computer Service for your 
home and business.
Affordable, Knowledgeable, Superior 
Service

Network Computing Solutions
(310) 729-6845
www.networksolutio.net

ON SITE
COMPUTER SERVICE
HOME & BUSINESS

• AFFORDABLE
• KNOWLEDGEABLE

• SUPERIOR SERVICE
NETWORK COMPUTING SOLUTIONS

(310) 729-6845
www.networksolutio.net

Attorney Services
LAW OFFICES of Girot, Gonzalez & As-
sociates
Bankruptcy, Civil, Personal Injury, 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Will & 
Trust
1452 2nd Street, Santa Monica, CA 
90401
Tel: (310) 899-3710

Law Offices of
Girot, Gonzalez & Associates

Bankruptcy
Civil

Personal Injury
Criminal Defense

Family Law
Will & Trust

1452 2nd Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Tel: (310) 899-3710

CLIFF NICHOLS law, loved one arrest-
ed? 310-917-1083LOVED ONE
ARRESTED?

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION

www.cliffnicholslaw.com

Call the law offices of
Clifford Nichols. Esq.

Criminal Defense Law Firm

(310) 917-1083

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS.
INCLUDES FILING FEE, RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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NEW CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE•SANTA MONICA
1-800-MY-MERCEDES

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD•SM

310-453-2045

MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED PROGRAM INCLUDES
7 DAY TRIAL EXCHANGE • 1 YEAR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY

WWW.MBZSANTAMONICA.COM
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 05/01/05

ON SELECT PRE-OWNED MERCEDES-BENZ
ON ABOVE AVERAGE CREDIT • APR OFFER ONLY FOR C-CLASS AND M-CLASS MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AND TIER 1 CUSTOMERS ONLY.

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS INSANTA MONICA

2.9% S65 IN STOCK NOW!IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
SL, SLK, CL65, SL65, CLK CABS, SL55, E55 AMG,SL600

LIMITED TERM FINANCING2.9%

l APR

1•800•MY•MERCEDES1•800•MY•MERCEDES

Introducing the CLS. The World’s First Four-Door Coupe.

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

W.I.SIMONSON INC.W.I.SIMONSON INC.

2002 C230 VIN#247929 $21,995
2001 C320 VIN#015254 $21,995
2001 C240 VIN#083566 $21,995
2002 C240 VIN#003485 $23,995
2003 C240 VIN#400896 $26,995
2003 C240 WAG VIN#343253 $27,995

2002 SLK32 AMG VIN#238621 $37,995
2004 CLK320 CAB VIN#010692 $44,995
2002 SL500 VIN#203166 $48,995
2004 CL500 25K MILES VIN#005374 $54,995
2004 CLK55 CAB LOW MILES VIN#030069 $68,995
2002 CL600 VIN#020971 $69,995
2003 SL500 DESINGO VIN#009144 $79,995
2004 CL55 AMG VIN#039471 $98,995

2001 E320 VIN#256229 $24,995
2002 E320 VIN#487169 $27,995
2002 E320WAG VIN#470672 LOW MILES $34,995
2003 E320 VIN#366290 $36,995
2004 E320 VIN#445021 $42,995

C-CLASSC-CLASS E-CLASSE-CLASS SPECIALTIESSPECIALTIES
$16,995 $22,995

STARTING ATONLY

$16,995
1AT THIS PRICE ’99 C230 VIN#757729

STARTING ATONLY

$22,995
1AT THIS PRICE ’00 E320 VIN#130967

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$529 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2634 cap cost reduction + $795 acqui-
sition fee = $3244 less $500 W.I. Simonson contribution = $2929 total due at signing ($0 security deposit).
MSRP $50,770. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

$599 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3950 cap cost reduction + $795 acquisi-
tion fee = $4845 less $1000 W.I. Simonson contribution = $3845 total due at siging ($0 security deposit).
MSRP $48,825. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

$339.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2449 cap cost reduction + $795
acquisition fee = $3244 less $500 W.I. Simonson contribution = $2744 total due at signing ($0 security
deposit). MSRP $33,570. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

2006 ML3502006 E350 SEDAN2005 C230 SPORT SED
W.I. SIMONSON

EXCLUSIVE!
DEALER

CONTRIBUTION

$1000
2005 C230 SPORT SEDAN  

ONLY

W.I. SIMONSON

EXCLUSIVE!
DEALER

CONTRIBUTION

$500
2005 C230 SPORT SEDAN  

ONLY

W.I. SIMONSON

EXCLUSIVE!
DEALER

CONTRIBUTION

$500
2006 E350 SEDAN

ONLY

$339$339 $599$599$529$529


