
‘Nothing Gringo’ may
prove self-defeating
ALAN CLENDENNING
Associated Press Writer

MEXICO CITY — U.S. lobby-
ists lashed out Wednesday at
the Mexican “Nothing Gringo”
campaign timed for May 1 to
coincide with the “Day Without
Immigrants” boycott in the
United States.

The American Chamber of
Commerce in Mexico said
organizers are risking a backlash
and foolishly targeting some of
their best allies, since U.S. cor-
porations have actively lobbied
Congress for immigration
reform including legalization for
many of the estimated 11 million

undocumented migrants.
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Jackpot: $20M
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Jackpot: $13M
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MIDDAY: 7 7 0
EVENING: 1 2 7

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 12 Lucky Charms
RACE TIME: 1:45.36

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game infor-
mation and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retail-
ers. Visit the California State Lottery web site: http://www.calottery.com

“There is nothing in the universe 
that I fear but that I shall not know 
all my duty, or shall fail to do it.”

MARY LYON
AMERICAN EDUCATOR (1797-1849)

People who recently had their sleep
disrupted by out-of-control vehicu-
lar traffic crashing into their homes
and right over their beds: Maryella
Wallace, Davenport, Iowa, June 2005
(no serious injuries). A couple in
Altamonte Springs, Fla., December
(driver in a stolen car; no serious
injuries). Juan Diaz, Fairdale, Ky.,
March (no serious injuries). A couple
in the Houston suburb of Missouri City,
Texas, March (two fatalities).

Today is the 117th day of 2006.
There are 248 days left in the year.

On April 27, 1937, the nation’s first
Social Security checks were distrib-
uted.
In 1509, Pope Julius II excommunicat-
ed the Italian state of Venice. (The
pope lifted the ban in February 1510.)
In 1965, broadcast journalist Edward
R. Murrow died in Pawling, N.Y., at age
57.
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GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers
on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

01578836

We’re in
Culver City too!

10862 Washington Blvd.
Lessons • Studio rent

Music • Instrument Repair

(310) 202-6874

Like a green-headed stepchild

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II/Daily Press
Artist ‘Retna’ puts the finishing touches on a painting over the weekend along Arizona Avenue, near the Third Street
Promenade. The spraypaint and acrylic work, along with several others to be generated at public venues, will be fea-
tured on a tour sponsored by Sprite later this year.

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — After nearly 20
years of providing services to the
homeless, City Hall has agreed to
pay an outside agency to evaluate
the effectiveness of these services
and give recommendations on
where officials need to focus their
efforts over the next five years.

The evaluation — the first since
the city’s homeless services deliv-
ery system was created in the
1980s — will be conducted by The
Urban Institute, a Washington,
D.C.-based social policy and
research organization that has con-
ducted similar evaluations in Los
Angeles and for the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

City Hall is expected to pay the

institute up to $126,000 for a
roughly nine-month evaluation, in
which researchers will interview
elected officials, city staff, service
providers, community activists,
law enforcement and the home-
less, as well as review financial
records to determine the success
rates of service providers. 

Recommendations are expected
by January 2007, when the council
will be considering grant funding
for the coming year.

“We’re doing this evaluation to
get a better idea of what the system
currently does and how the city
can better manage our resources,”
said Mona Miyasato, City Hall’s
acting human resources manager,
addressing the council on Tuesday
during a study session on home-
lessness. “We hope it will measure

our successes, find out what our
strengths are so we can build upon
them … and find out what we can
add or discontinue, and what new
things can be tried.”

The evaluation comes as the
political will and public interest in
homelessness grows along with the
call for accountability. Elected

A homeless how-to
City Hall pays agency to evaluate effectiveness of programs

INTERNATIONAL

See NO GRINGO, page 14

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — The last two
defendants in the Honda of Santa
Monica fraud case cut a deal with
prosecutors this week, ending a
nearly three-year investigation into
the dealership that bilked thou-
sands of dollars from its customers.

Yaser Alkasem and Thomas
Holterhoff, who faced felony
counts of grand theft for overcharg-
ing customers at Honda of Santa
Monica, each pleaded no contest
on Monday to one misdemeanor.
Alkasem pleaded no contest to
being an accessory after the fact,
while Holterhoff pleaded no con-
test to making false and misleading
statements. They both received
three years of probation and were
fined $100 apiece in restitution
penalties, according to prosecutors. 

Alkasem, 43, who was named a

SM Honda
defendants
etch a deal

See SM HONDA, page 10

City Hall is expected
to pay the institute
up to $126,000 for a
roughly nine-month

evaluation.

See HOMELESS HOW-TO, page 11
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Easy does it, Sag

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Emphasize concrete reality, not

ethereal ideas. Make resolutions to increase your
security. Do you need to make a change in how
you handle your finances? Now might be the time.
Spruce up your house. Tonight: Your treat.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ A conversation this morning could

give you a case of the blues. You are personality
plus and have a way of jumping over problems. A
decision you make today is likely to stick. Would
you like to make a personal resolution? Tonight:
Off to join a friend.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★ Take your time with others. You

might want and need to pull back. Get more facts
and then reflect on a situation. You might opt to do
something differently. An expenditure might be
quite necessary. Just make sure you are getting
the best buy possible. Tonight: Lie back. Some
time off.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ You zero in on what you want.

You are close to unstoppable. Line up your ducks
and network all you need to. A meeting could
transform into a happening. Be careful with your
money. You don't have to overspend. Tonight: Get
together with friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ You might feel a bit overwhelmed

by what heads down your path. Like it or not, you
cannot avoid certain responsibilities. Crusade for
what you want. What starts today is destined to
put you in the winner's circle. Tonight: No early
bedtime for you! 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ What at first makes you uncom-

fortable turns into a catalyst. You break your pat-
terns, going past the obvious -- and quickly at
that. Seek out experts. Explore very different
ideas. Walk down a new path. Tonight: Try a new
restaurant.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ A partner takes a much

stronger stand than he or she has in the past.
Together a new idea arises. You might be disap-
pointed by what a friend does or doesn't do. New
beginnings become possible, financially and
emotionally. Tonight: Togetherness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ If you let others have their way,

you will like what happens. If you challenge oth-
ers, you might be left out in the cold. You can
always say no to a plan or bad idea. Have more
faith in the people who surround you. Tonight: Get
into weekend mode.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Dig into your work and get the job

done. What you initiate is likely to last or be a suc-
cess. A partner might play devil's advocate.
Welcome the feedback. Ultimately, you are enlist-
ing this person's help. Tonight: Easy does it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Your imagination delights those

who do not have heavy or serious concerns. You
could inadvertently irritate a close associate who
has a lot on his or her mind. This too will pass.
Add more zip to your daily life. Someone's sug-
gestion might surprise you. Tonight: Love the
moment.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ Others might be challenging. You

could be happiest staying close to home or isolat-
ing yourself. If you are able to work from home,
you might want to think about it. Spruce up your
personal space. Tonight: Relax at home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ If you are tired, find a more effi-

cient way or creative solution. You don't need to
do everything all by yourself. A discussion draws
many ideas to make your life much easier. Learn
to communicate more often. Tonight: A long-over-
due talk.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic ★★★★-Positive ★★★-Average ★★-So-so ★-Difficult
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Bring us your old cell phones,
computers, copiers, electronics
and let us safely recycle them!

FREE!
1932 Cotner Ave., West Los Angeles 90025

californiarecycles.com (310) 478-3001ext. 101

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.
8240 SANTA MONICA BLVD     310/295-7267

HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation • Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice • Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

www.craigscohenmd.com

01591599

Eddie Guerboian

Getting engaged?

SHOW HER HOW YOU REALLY FEEL
COME AND VIEW OUR ENGAGEMENT SELECTION

shop where they know your name

Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

3310-828-6444
1908 Frank St.
in Santa Monica

PUBLIC DUMP IN SANTA MONICA
Southern California Transfer Company

Attention
Contractors and Construction Sites:

We are a close and convenient Santaa Monicaa permitted and authorized mixed C&D transfer station.

Approved C&D Recycler  * Roll off service available

DELAWARE AVE.

24
TH

MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D

FR
A

N
K

10 WEST



With summer fast approaching, the cost
of filling up one’s tank at the local service
station continues to climb. One recent study
says retail gas prices across the country
have jumped an average of 25 cents in the
past two weeks alone. Auto club AAA esti-
mates that prices are 31 cents higher now
than at the same time just one year ago.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know: To
what lengths will you go to save money
when filling up your tanks — long lines,
other neighborhoods, shun the car alto-
gether?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses in the weekend
edition. Please try to limit your comments to a
minute or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

LOCAL
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Sponsored by...

Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new weekend

brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

The GalleyEST. 1934

SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP:58°

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE N/A N/A 12:21PM -0.3FT
HIGH TIDE 5:06AM 4.68FT 7:08PM 4.2FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE 12:32AM 1.9FT 1:03PM -0.3FT
HIGH TIDE 6:19PM 4.8FT 7:34PM 4.8FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE 1:26AM 1.1FT 1:40PM -0.2FT
HIGH TIDE 7:21AM 4.9FT 8:02PM 5.3FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE 2:15AM 0.2FT 2:51PM 0.1FT
HIGH TIDE 8:16AM 4.9FT 8:32PM 5.9FT

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE 3:01AM -0.5FT 2:49PM 0.5FT
HIGH TIDE 9:08AM 4.7FT 9:03PM 6.3FT

THURSDAY
LOW TIDE 3:47AM 1.0FT 3:21PM 0.9FT
HIGH TIDE 10:00AM 4.4FT 9:36PM 6.4FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE 4:33AM -1.2FT 3:54PM 1.4FT
HIGH TIDE 10:53AM 4.0FT N/A N/A

SNOW CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

BEAR MOUNTAIN

JUNE MOUNTAIN

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN

(24 Hrs) 1” 192" - 216" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 100 16/28

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

MOUNTAIN HIGH

MT. BALDY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN

(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 30" 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 20 3/4

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

SNOW SUMMIT

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN

(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 36" 9:00 am - 4:30 pm 26 6/14

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Spring, Variable

SNOW VALLEY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN

(24 Hrs) 0” 8” - 36" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 14 3/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

SWELL FORECAST ( 2-5 FT )
TODAY THE NW WIND SWELL FILLS IN COMPLETELY WITH ONLY
10-12 SECOND PERIODS, YET SIZE CHEST TO SHOULDER HIGH
FOR WEST FACING BREAKS. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SW DUE THURSDAY, PEAKS FRIDAY...

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

Hospital volunteers get their due
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monicans who have reached milestones in their voluntary service at local
hospitals are being honored this week for their efforts.

Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center will honor its more than 200 adult volun-
teers by hosting a Volunteer Recognition Luncheon and other festivities in celebra-
tion of “National Volunteer Week,” April 23 to 29.

The luncheon will recognize 50 volunteers who achieved hour and year mile-
stones at the medical center during the past year.

Santa Monica resident Jette Simmons will be the top honoree, with more than
72,000 hours of service. Two other Westside residents, Alice Kurtz of West Los
Angeles and Kuljit Marwah of Malibu, will be honored for 37,000 and 25,000 hours
of service, respectively.

Jackie Leebody and Mary Edwards, both of Pacific Palisades, will be honored for
reaching the 25-year milestone. Three others, Roslyn Bassett of Los Angeles, Kurtz
and Mary Peppers of Santa Monica, will be recognized for 20 years of service.

The luncheon also will pay tribute to “the paper boys” — volunteers Robert
Alschuler and Richard Balomben of Santa Monica and Ronald Belanger and
Richard Schneidmiller of Venice — who take turns delivering newspapers to hospi-
tal patients each morning. They also perform other volunteer duties at the hospital.

Adult volunteers donated more than 45,000 hours of service to Santa Monica-
UCLA in 2005 by assisting caregivers, working in non-clinical departments and
running the hospital gift shop.

Santa Monica-UCLA’s volunteer workforce includes adults, pre-medical students
called “care extenders,” junior volunteers ages 15 to 18 and pet-assisted activity
teams that visit patients in the hospital.

Local paper flying high, captures 18 awards
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College’s Corsair newspaper won 18 awards, including six first-
place honors, in the Journalism Association of Community Colleges’ statewide
competition, held in Los Angeles.

The awards reflect achievements of the staff under fall semester editor Aaron
Howell and current editor Jeremy Meyer, who also won an editor recognition award.
The faculty advisor is Barbara Baird. 

Capturing first-place awards in the mail-in category, reflecting the work of the fall
2005 Corsair staff, were Peter Switzer for photo story/essay; Theo Encarnado, news
photo; Chad K. Uyeno, sports action photo; and Ajmal Noorzayee, sports profile story.

First-place honors in the live competition, in which the current staff participated, went
to Lauren Ciancimino for front-page design and Kyosti Kauppinen for news photo.

Also in the mail-in portion of the competition second-, third- and fourth-place awards
and honorable mentions went to Michael Hernandez, Kauppinen, Geoffrey Dunn,
Morgan Genser, Uyeno, Nouri Abou Rass, Jacqui Grennan and Jessica Haroonian.

Capturing a second-place honor in the live competition was Sam Tenney.
In addition, Gerard Burkhart, photojournalism professor, won the Faculty

Volunteer Award.

Buerge to host YMCA golf charity
By Daily Press staff

Raise money to help youngsters, and get in a fun game of golf while you’re at it.
Buerge Motor Car Company announces their forthcoming 20th Annual Charity

Golf Tournament to benefit the Palisades/Malibu YMCA.   
The event will take place on the scenic grounds of the Malibu Country Club on

June 24 with an afternoon of play and dinner to follow. 
For two decades, Buerge Motors has been a proud sponsor of the community

charity event that’s played strictly for fun in a best ball scramble format with all

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See BRIEFS, page 10
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When I moved to Los Angeles from the
East Coast last summer, I knew the transi-
tion wouldn’t be easy. I was leaving a lot
of family and friends behind. The day I
moved into my new apartment I made a
promise: I would be vigilant — possibly to
the point of being annoying — about stay-
ing in touch.

So how’s it going? Well, thankfully, I
haven’t depended on the United States
Postal Service to keep my lines of commu-
nications open. On the Westside, it has
become an accepted fact that the postal
service is completely incompetent and
untrustworthy when it comes to delivering
mail on time. It’s a way of life. At this
point, I’m better off stuffing my home-
ward-bound mail into a soda bottle and
tossing it into the Pacific. Maybe it would
float through the Panama Canal and up the
Gulf of Mexico towards the Eastern
seaboard. Perhaps some beachgoer would
stumble upon the package and deliver it to
its final destination. 

As has been reported in this newspaper,
the postal service has acknowledged spo-
radic delays in the area and attributes the
problem to the shutdown of a major distri-
bution facility and layoffs. The USPS may
have their back against a wall, but a report
in the Los Angeles Times several months
ago indicates that the carriers are still giv-
ing it their all. The story described a star-
tled resident who discovered a burglar rat-
tling around on their porch well after 10
p.m. Except, well, it wasn’t a burglar — it
was the mailman making his belated
rounds.

Undoubtedly, the local USPS faces
obstacles that it isn’t directly responsible
for. When it comes to funding and tech-
nology it’s a step behind its for-profit
brethren. And there’s no doubt that thou-
sands of fine men and women go to work
each day giving their all in the name of
delivering letters and packages. The fact
that you can place an item outside your
door and have it (hopefully) end up on the
other side of the country for a handful of

change is still a marvel of sorts. But I still
think it’s a marvel that you can get a news-
paper, with dozens and dozens of stories
and the day’s news, for 50 cents — or if
you’re holding this newspaper, for free.
And the newspaper industry isn’t exactly
the toast of the economy right now.

It really is about competition. Besides
the direct competition the USPS faces
from shipping services like UPS and Fed
Ex, consumers have a litany of options to
communicate with each other that are free
or cost mere pennies. Instant messaging,
e-mail, Internet phone connections … the
list goes on. If the USPS can’t deliver on
the most basic level of service, there’s no
doubt that the consumers will continue to
flow to the more efficient and effective
mediums. And those new age options are
especially attractive when Valentine’s
cards get ripped in half and are delivered
to the recipient in a Ziploc bag. This hap-
pened to my girlfriend this past February.
Nothing says “I love you” like some scat-
tered pieces of pink cardboard neatly
tucked into a sandwich baggie.

Even before I moved to Santa Monica,
the USPS had it in for me. Last May, we
were very lucky to find the perfect apart-
ment online. After talking to the landlord
and having a friend scope the place out, I
went to the bank and walked out with a
certified check. I sent it along with the
highest level of security and tracking. I
paid to have it delivered as quickly as pos-
sible. The check didn’t arrive for over a
week and a half after being declared
“lost.”

Maybe that should have been a lesson.
But then again, there’s a certain rush to
sending what is essentially $2,000 in cold
hard cash into postal purgatory and having
the letter come through on the other side.

Who needs to drive all the way to Vegas
when you have that?

(Seth Barnes can be reached at barnes-
seth@hotmail.com.)

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third
Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

‘Pro’-activity at airport not professional at all
Editor:

This is in regards to a recent article about an environmental study on the Santa
Monica Airport (SMDP, April 21, page 1).

According to Santa Monica Airport Manager Bob Trimborn, City Hall has been
responsive to residents concerns and has been “proactive” by calling on the South
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) to conduct the first in-depth
study at and around the airport.

If there were attempts by City Hall or Santa Monica Airport staff to call on the
South Coast Air Quality Management District to conduct such a study, I know noth-
ing about it. I would love to see documentation that shows efforts by City Hall call-
ing for the SCAQMD study. 

What City Hall did do was request that two or three other general aviation air-
ports be included in an air quality study, thereby making sure that sufficient data
would not be collected to show if indeed Santa Monica Airport was polluting the air
of their neighbors to the east in Los Angeles as well as to the west at times. 

Trimborn tried to keep me from attending the first SCAQMD Advisory
Committee meeting. After learning that I was an appointed member, representing
community interests, he grunted deeply, “Oh.”

At a later meeting of the advisory committee, Deputy City Attorney Marty
Tachiki was opposed to placing a set of air monitors in the yard of a residence across
Bundy Drive because he said it would take away from the credibility of the study,
since samples were already being taken on the east end of the tarmac. 

SCAQMD staff assured Tachiki that monitors in both locations were quite desir-
able. City Hall also ignored requests by their advisory Environmental Task Force to
do a health impact study regarding the now under construction Airport Park at the
southeast corner of the airport.

It is my impression that City Hall was “proactive” in making sure that Santa Monica
Airport was not the focus of the SCAQMD air pollution study or any other study.

Martin Rubin
West Los Angeles

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR The postman always
rings twice, eventually

ICONOCLAST
BLAST

BY SETH BARNES

Visit us online at smdp.com

You make the call.
We’ll print the answers.
Sound off every week on our Q-Line™. See page 3 for more info.

average readers per copy 2.1

voted #1 by Santa Monica residents1

audited distribution 19,0003

useful tool for BUSINESSES

daily readership 39,900 

The Daily Press connects you with consumers who are most likely to buy.

5 FREE
quarter page display ads2

Call today
310-458-7737

direct reach to LOCALS

AFFLUENT educated readership

local source for TOURISTS

weekly readership 239,400

75% of readership is 25-54 years old

Even before I moved
to Santa Monica, the

USPS had it in for me.CORRECTION — In a letter to the editor published in the April 26 edition regarding a can-
didate for the 41st Assembly District, the authors of the letter were incorrectly attributed. The
authors are former members of the Santa Monica Commission On the Status of Women: Patricia
Hoffman, former vice-chair; Eileen Lipson, former chair; Laurie Newman, former chair; Dolores
Press, former chair; Kathleen Sheldon, former member. The letter also was misleading in that
the secretary of state’s office requires candidates to list their ballot designation with the title they
held the year prior to going on the ballot. Kelly Hayes-Raitt was a member of the Santa Monica
Commission on the Status of Women in 2005 and her designation is in legal standing.
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NEW DRIVER
in the family? 

Time for

NEW CAR
insurance.

Got a new driver to insure?

Call me to learn more about

Young Driver Discounts.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040041 12/04

Fariba Zand, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0834749

2432 Lincoln Blvd
Santa Monica, CA 90405-3802

Bus: 310-314-7601

District wants GE to come clean
By The Associated Press

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — A coalition of environmental groups and a local school dis-
trict filed a federal lawsuit to force General Electric to modify a $1 billion power
plant under construction in eastern Riverside County.

The suit claims the GE subsidiary Inland Empire Energy Center in Romoland
would release triple the amount of soot, smoke and chemical pollutants allowed by
federal law.

“GE says the plant is the latest and greatest in technology, but we can’t let them set
a precedent that increased pollution is OK,” plaintiffs’ attorney Marc C. Joseph said.

The Romoland School District joined the suit because of safety issues the plant
poses to students at Romoland Elementary School, which is about 1,100 feet away
from the facility, superintendent Roland Skumawitz said.

Dennis Murphy, spokesman for GE Energy, said the plant was “a state-of-the-art,
advanced gas turbine technology that has unprecedented efficiency levels and
reduced emissions.”

OC takes page out of Hollywood’s script
By The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The city is celebrating its 150th anniversary by starting a walk
of fame for Orange County notables.

The Anaheim/Orange County Walk of Stars, modeled after Hollywood’s sidewalk
memorial, will honor individuals who shaped the county, such as singing cowboy
and former Angels owner Gene Autry, and Walt Disney, who built Disneyland amid
Anaheim’s orange groves.

Other nominees’ connections to the county are less explicit, like author John
Steinbeck, who is said to have written “Tortilla Flat” while living in Laguna Beach
for a few months.

“We’re going to honor those visionaries who contributed to making Anaheim and
Orange County an international player,” said county resident Gerald Ishibashi, who
brought the idea to Anaheim on behalf of the Motion Picture Hall of Fame
Foundation, which will oversee the strip.

The first stars are slated for installation near Disneyland and could eventually
wind their way toward Angel Stadium, two miles away.

Nominees who agree to be memorialized on the Anaheim walk will be charged
$15,000 for the honor, the same price as a star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame, said
Carolyn Yellis, a member of Anaheim’s anniversary commission.

Officers are beacon for frazzled drivers
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Traffic officers are taking to the streets to guide drivers through
left turns at some major intersections until signal lights can be installed to do the job.

Some 50 officers have been deployed to 38 busy intersections.
About 1,700 left-turn signals already serve some 1,200 Los Angeles intersections.
The city’s transportation department has accelerated a campaign to install 450

more left-turn signals at major intersections within the next four years, and then 500
additional signals after that.

“Our vision is to have them at all approaches where two major roads intersect,”
said John E. Fisher, assistant general manager of the department’s transportation
operations.

Police stocking up for cold cases
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Police commissioners agreed to ask the city to double the size
of the Police Department’s cold case homicide unit.

The panel voted unanimously Tuesday to ask the mayor and City Council to provide
money for 31 detectives, DNA experts, and fingerprint and blood-work specialists.

The total tab for the new workers would come to nearly $3 million dollars.
“With such resources, the LAPD can effectively remove hundreds of murderers

and rapists from our communities, thereby bringing a much greater degree of safe-
ty to our citizens,” Chief William J. Bratton said.

The new personnel would use a developing statewide database of DNA taken
from criminals to generate leads in unsolved murders and sexual assaults.

The commissioners voted to approve the request after reviewing a report that 46
percent of homicides and 80 percent of rapes in Los Angeles have not resulted in
prosecutions. The department’s current cold case homicide unit has 80 cases under
investigation, including four involving serial killers with a total of 18 victims,
Bratton said in the report.

Looking to bolster working conditions
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Improved working conditions for employees at hotels near Los
Angeles International Airport are key to the surrounding neighborhood’s improve-
ment, according to a report by an advocacy group.

The Coalition for a New Century, a group of clergy, workers and community
groups, unveiled the report recommending pay raises and career training for the
workers at a City Hall news conference Tuesday.

“This initiative has my support and I look forward to working with you in the
upcoming months,” Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa told coalition members.

STATE BRIEFS
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BY DON THOMPSON
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Hamid Hayat’s family
and lawyers say he traveled to Pakistan in
2003 to find direction in life, search for a
wife and care for his mother, who had
returned for medical treatment.

But prosecutors say the 23-year-old sea-
sonal farm worker went to Pakistan to attend
an al-Qaida training camp and then returned
to the United States to carry out attacks
against grocery stores, banks and hospitals.

After a nine-week trial, a federal jury
on Tuesday convicted Hayat of supporting
terrorists by attending the training camp
and lying about it to the FBI. Defense
attorneys argued that the government had
no clear evidence that Hayat had attended
a camp, but prosecutors characterized
their case as pre-emptive.

“Our mission in the post-9/11 context
is to prevent that crime from ever happen-
ing,” U.S. Attorney McGregor Scott said
at a news conference after the verdicts
were read.

Hayat was convicted of one count of
providing material support to terrorists
and three counts of lying to the FBI. He
faces a minimum of 30 years in prison
when he is sentenced July 14. His attor-
ney, Wazhma Mojaddidi, said she would
seek a new trial.

“I am obviously devastated and disap-
pointed,” she said. “I believe they are
wrong in their decision. Hamid Hayat
never attended a terrorist training camp.
This fight is not over.”

The verdicts came hours after a sepa-
rate jury hearing a case against Hayat’s
father deadlocked, forcing the judge to
declare a mistrial.

The father, 48-year-old ice cream truck
driver Umer Hayat, is charged with two
counts of lying to the FBI about his son’s
involvement in the training camp. Defense
attorneys and prosecutors will meet in
court May 5 to decide whether he should
be retried.

Both men are U.S. citizens and have
been in custody since June.

The case focused on videotaped con-
fessions the men gave to FBI agents and a
government informant who secretly
recorded conversations but whose credi-
bility was challenged by the defense.

Prosecutors described Hamid Hayat as

having “a jihadi heart and a jihadi mind.”
They presented no evidence that such
attacks were imminent or planned.

Defense lawyers said the confessions
were made under duress, after the men had
been questioned for hours in the middle of
the night. The father and son eventually
told the agents merely what they thought
they wanted to hear, without realizing the
legal consequences, their lawyers argued.

The trial is the result of what the gov-
ernment initially thought might be a much
larger case. Its investigation into the
2,500-member Pakistani community in
Lodi, a quiet agricultural community
south of the state Capitol, began after
agents received a tip in 2001 that area
businesses were sending money to terror-
ist groups abroad.

That investigation ultimately fizzled,
but it did lead agents to Naseem Khan. The
32-year-old former Lodi resident was
working service jobs in rural Oregon when
agents approached him in October 2001.

Khan, a Pakistan native who moved to
the United States as a teenager, was
recruited to infiltrate Lodi’s Pakistani
community.

He initially investigated the money
laundering allegations and then targeted a
pair of local imams before finally
befriending Hamid Hayat.

After Hamid Hayat left for Pakistan in
spring 2003, Khan kept in touch and
recorded their telephone calls — in some of
which Khan urged Hayat to attend a jihadi
camp. In one conversation, Khan exhorted
Hayat to “be a man — do something!”

Hamid Hayat’s lawyers seized on such
conversations in an effort to show that the
FBI informant pushed Hayat to attend a
training camp, but ultimately produced no
evidence that he had.

The investigation became public last
year when authorities arrested the Hayats
and detained two local imams. The clerics
and one of their sons were later deported
for immigration violations, and the
Hayats were the only people criminally
charged in the probe.

Prosecutors said additional charges
could be filed. “Certainly there are people
of interest to us,” Scott said.

Attorney General Alberto Gonzales
praised the verdicts and said the case was
part of the federal government’s effort to
“detect, disrupt and prevent terrorist acts.”
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& The Santa Monica Police Officers Association

are seeking sponsorship for:

The Inaugural Ricardo Crocker Memorial Park Golf Tournament
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Country Club in Simi Valley

Awards dinner to follow the event
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Santa Monica Police Activities League Ricardo Crocker Memorial Fund
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Measure “S” Senior Exemption from Parcel Tax
In June 2003, the voters of Santa monica and Malibu approved Measure
“S”, a 6-year parcel tax at $225 per parcel which has a provision to exempt
Senior Citizens who:
• are 65 years old by June 30
• own and occupy their property
• annually apply for exemption.

Previous Applicants: 
A Renewal Form will be sent in May 2006 to all Seniors who have pre-
viously applied for & received the Exemption. The Form must be com-
pleted, signed & returned by 7/31/06. No need to resend proofs of
age/property ownership.

First-time applicants: 
Call (310) 450-8338, ext. 269 to request an application to be sent in May,
or print out the application from our website at; smmusd.org. (Click Senior
Exemption, then Application for Senior Exemption.)

Completed & signed applications must be return, along with required proofs of
age and property ownership, to: Santa monica-Malibu USD, 1651 16th
St./Santa Monica, CA 90404-3891, ATTN: Dawn, postmarked by 7/31/06

BY BROCK VERGAKIS
Associated Press Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah has nowhere to
go but up when it comes to branding the
state for tourists. A nationwide survey on
Utah’s image shows that tourists don’t have
a negative perception of the state — they
just don’t have much of a perception at all.

Images that Utah residents always
thought defined their state — the golden
spike at Promontory Point, Delicate Arch
at Arches National Park and the Salt Lake
City skyline — apparently aren’t all that
identifiable with Utah.

Pictures of those locations and six oth-
ers that tourism officials always consid-
ered iconic to Utah were more closely
associated with surrounding states,
according to the survey’s findings, which
were released Tuesday.

“It’s shocking,” said Bob Syret, a Utah
Board of Tourism Development member.

The results of the survey underscore
what tourism officials say is a difficult
road ahead to regain Utah’s share of the
domestic tourism market, which has
steadily eroded in the past decade even
after hosting the 2002 Winter Olympics.

“One of the issues is that our icons are
not yet our icons,” said Denise Miller, vice
president of Strategic Marketing &
Research Inc., which conducted the sur-
vey for the Utah Office of Tourism.

The only images survey respondents
picked as being located in Utah more than
other states were pictures of the Olympic
Park skeleton race track and of Zion
National Park. But even the selection of
Zion National Park as being in Utah can
be misleading. So many survey respon-
dents put the park in one of 10 other
Western states that Utah received the
greatest concentration of votes at 19.7 per-
cent, Miller said.

The lack of familiarity with Utah is bad
news for a state banking on its five nation-
al parks and other outdoor activities to be
a major component of its effort to bring
outdoor enthusiasts in for a vacation.

“We’re kind of a blind date to people,”
said tourism board member Colin Fryer.

The state is banking on a new advertis-
ing campaign to help brand the state and
improve its image and recall among con-
sumers, particularly adventure travelers
who earn more than $75,000 a year. A new
slogan — Utah: Life Elevated — replaces
Utah! Where ideas connect.

Many of the ads that will run national-
ly as part of the campaign depict several
locations that people surveyed said they
believed were in other states.

Tourism is a growing $5.45 billion
industry in Utah that attracted more than
18.2 million visitors in 2005, an increase

of 4 percent. But Utah’s domestic travel
market share has declined from .86 per-
cent to .75 percent in the past decade.

In 2005, the Legislature appropriated
about $10 million to market the state this
year, an increase of about 1,000 percent
from previous years. This is the first time
Utah has had the budget to effectively tell
the state’s story and develop a brand, said
Leigh von der Esch, director of the Utah
Office of Tourism.

Most survey respondents associated
Salt Lake City’s mountainous skyline, its
state Capitol and the distinctive spires of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints’ downtown temple with Colorado,
just as they did with summertime photo of
a ski tram.

The Golden Spike National Historic
Site, where the last spike of the first
transcontinental railroad was driven in on
May 10, 1869, was more closely associat-
ed with New Mexico than Utah. The spike
and two trains, coming from the East and
the West, are featured in one of three
designs being considered for Utah’s com-
memorative quarter.

Delicate Arch was associated with
Arizona by 39 percent of people surveyed,
compared with 27 percent who correctly
placed it in Utah. That misidentification is
particularly frustrating to tourism officials
because the arch is depicted on thousands
of Utah license plates.

Arizona was a popular choice for the
location of other Utah landmarks, espe-
cially those found in Utah’s red rock coun-
try, including Bryce Amphitheater in
Bryce National Park and Chimney Rock
in Capitol Reef National Park.

The survey showed that of the six states
Utah most often competes with for
tourists — California, Arizona, Nevada,
Colorado, Washington and New Mexico
— Utah ranks last in terms of familiarity
and in likelihood to be visited within the
next two years.

Utah’s problem isn’t that it has a bad
image, but it has no image nationally, said
Mike Deaver, deputy director of the Utah
Office of Tourism. About 87 percent of
the state’s visitors come from the West.

“Where they know us, they love us,”
Deaver said. 

Utah wants image other
than ‘that looks familiar’
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BY LARA JAKES JORDAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Bush administra-
tion, facing complaints from border-state
lawmakers, is considering scaling back
strict passport security requirements for
people who infrequently travel between
the United States and Canada.

The concession may not be enough for
lawmakers who want to delay rules requir-
ing passports or other tamper-resistant ID
cards for all who enter the United States
beginning Jan. 1, 2008.

The administration may initially
address part of what some in Washington
call the “Aunt Tilly” problem — occasion-
al visitors to Canadian border communi-
ties who might be prevented from return-
ing to the U.S. because they didn’t know to
bring acceptable ID. The law applies to
U.S. citizens and foreign visitors alike.

“We are working on that, we’re con-
cerned about that, and the last thing we

want to do is discourage traffic,” Jim
Williams, director of a Homeland Security
Department program that monitors inter-
national travel to the U.S., said in an inter-
view. “We’ve got to come up with solu-
tions that meet people’s needs.”

Specific plans are still being worked out.
Williams said the administration was look-
ing at issuing short-term passes, or one-day
passes, for legitimate border travelers who
have neither a passport nor the proposed
“PASS” card that is being developed.

To people who repeatedly try to cross
the border without the right ID, however,
“we might say, ‘Look, we won’t let you
back in if you continue to do this and not
get a passport or card,"’Williams said. “We
don’t want to discourage that person’s trav-
el, but, on the other hand, we want to move
people to where we can identify them.”

The ID rules were part of a 2004 intel-
ligence overhaul law, overwhelmingly
approved by Congress, to tighten U.S. bor-
ders against terrorists. They have since

pitted lawmakers from border states
against those from the heartland, strained
relations with Canada, and forced
Homeland Security to roll out technology
and training under a deadline that may
prove too aggressive to meet.

Concerns were highlighted last week
by Canadian Public Safety Minister
Stockwell Day, who questioned Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff over
whether the rules would be ready.

“Obviously I raised concerns, some of
the same questions that you raised, in
terms of, is it feasible?” Stockwell told
reporters in Washington. “Those are con-
cerns of interest, those are concerns neigh-
bors raise because they might be con-
cerned about what their neighbor is doing.”

The rules are not as controversial on
the nation’s southern border, where more
than 8 million Mexican and U.S. citizens
carry laser visas that let them easily travel
between the two counties. Those who
enter the U.S. from Canada now need only
common forms of identification, such as a
driver’s license and a birth certificate.

Critics fear the rules will dramatically

reduce travel and tourism across the northern
border, damaging local economies, as visi-
tors shy away from the $97 cost of a passport.
The PASS cards are expected to cost half that
much, and perhaps far less, said Assistant
Secretary of State Maura Harty.

Lawmakers want to delay the rules by
up to 18 months to give the administration
more time to allay lingering concerns.

“We all recognize the security issues.
But there’s practical and economic
impacts that me and my colleagues all
have been hit with, and we’re sensitive to,”
said Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn.

Homeland Security “needs to tell us
exactly how this is going to work, exactly
what the costs are going to be,” said
Coleman, who voted for the 2004 law
mandating the border crackdown. “We
don’t think we’re at that stage.”

Congress this week is holding hearings
on the program — dubbed the Western
Hemisphere Travel Initiative — and a
bipartisan group of senators are threaten-
ing to push for the delays in immigration
legislation that will be considered as early
as next month.
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BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — High gasoline costs and the political
fallout they may create are producing a flurry of propos-
als from both Republicans and Democrats aimed at
soothing motorists’ anger.

But nobody is predicting prices will ease anytime soon.
Democrats are blaming Republicans, especially

President Bush, while Republicans argue that congres-
sional Democrats have stood in the way of more domes-
tic oil production.

Bush directed his environmental agency Tuesday to
stand ready to ease clean air rules if they interfere in
gasoline supplies this summer. Industry analysts said that
likely would have only a marginal influence on prices.

The president also announced that the government
would not take 10 million barrels of oil out of the market
for the U.S. emergency reserve as had been planned.

Bush maintained that “every little bit helps,” even
though industry analysts said that was so little oil it would
have no impact on prices.

The president expressed frustration at his inability to
force down prices.

“What people are seeing at their gasoline pumps
reflects the global economy in which we live,” he
acknowledged in a speech aimed at countering critics
who have accused him of being soft on oil companies and
ignoring high prices at the pump.

Bush vowed to pursue any collusion or price gouging
and directed the Justice Department to help states pursue
allegations that “gas prices have been unfairly manipulated.”

The White House opposes additional federal laws to
address price gouging or strengthen antitrust laws as they
pertain to oil companies, as some members of Congress
have proposed.

“There are very good laws on the books,” said Al
Hubbard, the president’s chief economics adviser. “What’s
important is that those laws are enforced aggressively.”

Bush also urged Congress to repeal $2 billion in oil
industry tax breaks over 10 years, declaring, “Taxpayers
don’t need to be paying for certain of these expenses on
behalf of the energy companies.”

He said he was opposed to price controls or a windfall
profits tax on oil companies. “These plans have not
worked in the past,” he said.

Democrats quickly countered with their own propos-
als, including a renewed call for taxes on oil industry
profits and for a 60-day “holiday” from the 18.4 cent a
gallon federal gasoline tax.

Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., said the tax suspension
would provide “immediate relief ” of $100 million a day
to motorists, although critics argued it also would
increase the federal deficit unless Congress found new
revenue. Menendez’s proposals would make up the short-
fall by new taxes on oil companies.

Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., noted that his windfalls
profits tax proposal garnered only 35 votes in October,
but with oil companies making record profits from crude
at more than $70 a barrel he said he’s now optimistic
about passage.

The country’s three largest oil companies — Exxon
Mobil Corp., Chevron and ConocoPhillips — were
expected this week to report more than $16 billion in prof-
its during the first quarter of the year. Exxon Mobil earned
$36 billion last year, the most ever by a U.S. company.

The Environmental Protection agency said it would
consider environmental waivers on a case-by-case basis if
gasoline supply problems or price spikes become appar-
ent as a result of shortages of cleaner-burning summer-
blend gasoline in a specific area.

The waivers could be given in response to requests by
states where supply problems exist. The agency also
could suspend its requirement for low-sulfur gasoline and
diesel — both of which kick in this year — but EPA offi-
cials said they do not anticipate those requirements will
cause a problem.
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co-conspirator in the case, turned himself in earlier this
year and cooperated with prosecutors. He only worked at
the dealership for a few months while the scam took
place. Holterhoff, 63, the former general manager, played
a small role, prosecutors said.

“(Alkasem) cooperated right from the start,” said Los
Angeles Deputy District Attorney Dana Aratani. “With
Holterhoff, admittedly, it was a weak case, but we felt we
had enough evidence. He was still general manager and
we went under the ‘should have known’ theory. It
appeared that it was really the finance managers who
were responsible.”

The other four defendants — Ali Asghar Hussain,
Hamid Reza Khaki, Yaprem Zohrab Yaralian and Ahtamet
Uersunthornwattana — agreed to settlements in March.

Hussain, 37, who was director of finance at the dealer-
ship from December of 2000 to June 2002, pleaded no
contest to 13 misdemeanor counts. Khaki, 38, who was
finance manager from December 2000 to July 2002,
pleaded no contest to six misdemeanor counts.
Uersunthornwattana, 44, who was finance manager from
January 2001 to August 2001, pleaded no contest to three
misdemeanor counts. Yaralian, 39, pleaded no contest to
three misdemeanor counts.

Under the terms of the settlement, multiple felony
counts of grand theft that the defendants originally faced
were reduced to misdemeanors for negligence, according
to the DA’s office. The four defendants who settled in
March will be required to pay nearly $10,000 in fines.
They also will be on probation for the next three years. 

Violation of probation, including any other misde-
meanor arrests, may cause the defendants to be subject to
spend six months in county jail for each misdemeanor
count to which they have pleaded.

The alleged scam primarily involved finance managers
tacking on charges of “theft etch” to customers’ contracts
without their knowledge. Theft etch marks a vehicle’s parts
with traceable numbers in the event of a theft. The after-
market product would show up on the sales contract as a VT
registration charge, which doesn’t exist, prosecutors said.

According to the felony complaint, 33 customers were
bilked out of nearly $30,000 between 2001 and 2002,
when all of the defendants worked in the finance and
sales departments at the dealership, located at 1720 Santa
Monica Blvd.

In addition, the Department of Motor Vehicles will
have the option of revoking the defendants’ dealership
business licenses, according to Deputy District Attorney
Jeff McGrath, a prosecutor in the case.

Under a recent civil settlement, an estimated 1,500
customers who were ripped off can expect to be reim-
bursed in coming months by Sonic Automotive, Inc., the
parent company of Honda of Santa Monica. 

The settlement of the civil complaint, which was signed
by a judge on Feb. 8, is separate from the criminal case.
However, the fact that victims will receive restitution and
that defendants will likely lose their business licenses led
prosecutors to agree to a settlement, under which they
believe justice has been served without having to go to trial. 

“At this juncture, it got resolved without having to
bring in all of the victims; it’s a satisfactory total pack-
age,” Aratani said.

Those who might be eligible for restitution are cus-
tomers who purchased or leased a vehicle from the deal-
ership between April 7, 2000 and Oct. 31, 2002.

Sonic Automotive Inc. has agreed to hire an outside
firm to serve as an administrator in handling the reim-
bursements, which will determine how much each cus-
tomer will receive. Aratani said the reimbursements
range from $100 to $1,000, with the average claim being
$400. It’s estimated that Sonic Automotive Inc. will pay
back about $829,000 in reimbursements. 

Sonic Automotive Inc. has turned over a list of eligible
customers to the DA’s office, which has been checked

against its own internal list of names that stemmed from
investigators’ probe into the dealership, Aratani said.

Sonic Automotive Inc. has until mid-May to notify cus-
tomers that they are eligible for reimbursement. Customers
must fill out the notice and release, and send it back with-
in six months of the Feb. 8 judgment in order to be eligi-
ble. Once the claim has been sent in by the customer, Sonic
Automotive Inc. has 30 days to send the reimbursement
check, according to the settlement agreement.

The North Carolina-based automotive company has
sent a check to the DA’s office for $548,000. That’s for
civil penalties and costs associated with violating provi-
sions of the Business and Professions Code. Of that
amount, $73,000 is for costs of the investigation.

The DA’s office launched its investigation into the
dealership in July 2002, after an employee tipped investi-
gators off to the alleged scam. The dealership was raided
by investigators, including FBI agents, who seized boxes
of files and computers from the finance and sales depart-
ments on Sept. 25, 2002. 

The investigation was concluded last year when the
DA’s office filed a felony complaint against six former
employees, alleging they overcharged customers to pad
their own commissions.

“We suspect that it happens at so many dealerships,”
Aratani said, warning consumers to be careful of any
after-market products attached to purchase agreements. 

LOCAL

The following is a summation of what went on in the Santa Monica City Council chambers during the coun-
cil’s meeting April 25, including a timeline, notable public comments and excerpts taken.

TIMELINE:
Mayor Bob Holbrook calls the City Council meeting to order. After lead-
ing the council in the pledge of allegiance, Holbrook opens the floor

for public comment on items on the consent agenda. There are two requests to speak.
Public comment ends. The council approves the consent calendar,
which includes: amending an existing contract with Oracle USA in the

amount of $72,000 to upgrade the City Hall’s financial software; a contract with
LaserFiche in the amount of $120,000 for the purchase of a document imaging and con-
tent management system; an amendment to an existing contract with New Flyer of
America in the amount of $941,900 for the purchase of 10 liquefied natural gas (LNG)
buses and spare parts; awarding a $10 million contract with Clean Energy for LNG fuel
for four years; approving a lease in the amount of $9,636 with Google to use City Hall’s
supply of dark fiber (or fiber optics that have yet to be used); and approving a contract
with landscape architects ah’bé in the amount of $450,000 for design services for 20th
Street and Cloverfield Boulevard street improvements.

Council moves into closed session, in which it discusses several law-
suits involving City Hall.
Council reconvenes following the end of closed session. City
Attorney Marsha Moutrie reports on three items, all settlements. In

two cases involving accidents where the Big Blue Bus was determined at fault, the coun-
cil agrees to pay a total of $175,000. In another case involving a dispute over the cre-
ation of a driveway, the council approves a settlement in which the city will pay $40,000
for the initial cost of constructing a driveway at the property, 161 Ocean Park Boulevard.
If the project goes over $40,000, City Hall will split the remaining costs with the prop-
erty owners, up to $70,000.

On behalf of the council, Holbrook declares May as “Older Americans
Month.” A proclamation was accepted by Marilyn Wilson, co-chair of

the Commission on the Senior Community. The council also welcomes Santa Monica
College President Chui Tsang, Ph.D., who pledges to build great relationships with City
Hall.

Council votes to move around items on the agenda to accommodate
members who must leave early. Council approves ordinances allow-

ing the Bayside Hotel to continue operating and for the creation a transportation preser-
vation district to protect the Exposition Right-of-Way for future light rail. Council also holds the first reading of an ordinance allowing for the re-
division of combined parcels, or lots. 

Council approves the appointment of Dr. Kaveta Patel to the Pier Restoration Corp. Her term will end Nov. 10, 2009. Council
also approves the appointments of Robert Schwenker to the Commission for the Senior Community for a term ending June

30, 2007, and Madeline Davis Heller for one special vacancy on the Commission on the Status of Women for a term ending June 30, 2007.
Staff gives a report on changes to the current zoning code addressing anomalies pertaining to “key lots” where current def-
initions of a side yard and front yard conflict with adjacent homes. Council hears from two residents in conflict over the con-

struction of a wall that will block one resident’s views from his front yard. Council votes to have city staff prepare amendments to the zoning
code to provide some relief for residents and instructs staff to investigate if there are other situations to bring back before the council.

Council hears an update from city staff on the status of homelessness in Santa Monica. Council approves an extension of
the city’s chronic homeless program at a cost of $189,000. The council also agrees to spend $126,000 for The Urban

Institute to conduct an audit of City Hall’s homeless programs.
Council also expresses grave concern over the possible sale of land by the U.S. Army where a cold-weather homeless shelter is located. Council
instructs city staff to contact representatives in Congress to see how they can help stop the sale.

Council considers changes to outdoor dining on the Third Street Promenade, voting to allow outdoor dining in the pavilion
areas only. Staff is instructed to work with Bayside District Corp. to come up with standards for center court and sidewalk

edge dining. 
Council hears from staff and the public about changes to rates charged to residents and businesses for garbage collection.
Council approves an interim rate hike of 7 percent, which includes inflation, so that the City Manager can devise a potential

budget around that figure, which will be reconsidered as the council forms next year’s budget.
Council convenes for a special meeting of the Community Redevelopment Agency. The agency discusses and approves the
purchase and rehabilitation of an 8-unit apartment complex at 1944 20th Street for low-income families. The total cost of

the project is $3,010,789. The apartment complex is expected to provide 24 beds. Each unit has three bedrooms.
Council reconvenes and receives public comment on items not on the agenda.

11:04 p.m.: Council adjourns in the memory of former commissioner Anita Phillips and 50-year-resident Luz Ospitia, both
of whom passed away recently.

COUNCIL COUNTDOWN
Time spent on the top three issues facing Santa
Monicans, based on city surveys:

Homelessness: 45 minutes
Traffic: 0 minutes
Parking: 0 minutes
Public Comments: 1 hour and 6 minutes
City Council/staff discussions: 2 hours and 44 minutes.

“Chits” (Public addressing City Council)

“There are apparently lots of important issues like
hedges, property lines and fences, that I had no idea
people were so concerned about.”
Madeline Moore, a senior at Santa Monica High
School, telling councilmembers about her observations
of the council meeting and urging them to focus more on
homelessness.

“Why are we paying top dollar for a building that isn’t
worth half that? You could look in some of the local papers
and find better deals. Who’s getting paid off here?”
Resident Chuck Allard, who is critical of the City
Council’s decision to spend more than $3 million pur-
chasing and rehabilitating an 8-unit apartment complex
in the Pico Neighborhood for low-income families. 

Joy Fulmer Incite: “Poor people should be paying less
because the don’t buy as much and don’t have as much
waste. You’re giving businesses a break with lower
(trash) rates.”

“I don’t think we can afford to lose housing at any level
of affordability, even if its unaffordable.”
Councilman Kevin McKeown, who fears that allowing
property owners to purchase adjacent lots and expand
their homes might prevent much-needed housing.

LET’S TALK CHIT

QUOTE OF NOTE

BY THE NUMBERS

monies raised being donated to the Palisades/Malibu
YMCA. 

Players will enjoy a full day of 18-hole golf with
dinner and prize raffle immediately following the tour-
nament. A guaranteed grand prize drawing of $10,000
will be given away, along with dozens of gifts and din-
ner/concert packages donated by area businesses. 

In addition, players have several hole-in-one chances
at winning a new Ford, Chrysler or Jeep vehicle. 

The Palisades/Malibu YMCA is a family-centered
organization that offers more than 100 different pro-
grams available throughout the year to residents in the
community. All people are welcome at the Y regardless
of age, sex, ethnicity or faith, and charity programs
such as this tournament provide that no one is turned
away from the Y regardless of their ability to pay. 

Buerge Motors, a Westside community dealership
operating since 1915, is a family-owned and operat-
ed business specializing in Ford, Chrysler and Jeep
products. 

Perspective players or corporate sponsors may con-
tact Scott Davis at (310) 820-2631, ext. 2020.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BRIEFS, from page 3
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5:53 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

6:04 p.m.

7:23 p.m.

7:27 p.m.

7:34 p.m.

7:56 p.m.

8:08 p.m.

8:26 p.m.

9:11 p.m.

10:05 p.m.

10:40 p.m.

10:40 p.m.

11:04 p.m.

No jail time
for last two
defendants
SM HONDA, from page 1
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By The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Arizona officials
have asked Utah authorities to help serve
grand jury subpoenas for documents involv-
ing a former school official in the polyga-
mist communities bordering the two states.

The Arizona attorney general’s office
filed papers in state court in Salt Lake
City on Tuesday asking Utah authorities to
help serve the subpoenas for any financial
documents, invoices, tax forms, contracts
or correspondence involving Jeffrey P.
Jessop between 2000 and 2005.

Jessop resigned as financial director of
the Colorado City Unified School District
at the end of December. He had held the
post since 2000. The state of Arizona took
over the district after teachers went
months without pay and allegations of
financial mismanagement.

The Salt Lake County district attorney
has agreed to serve the subpoenas for the
Arizona attorney general. All of those sub-
poenaed were asked to appear before the
grand jury in the Maricopa County
Superior Court in Phoenix on May 24.

Jessop apparently provided accounting
services for several businesses in the com-
munities of Hildale and Colorado City,
Ariz., which are dominated by the polyga-
mist Fundamentalist Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.

officials included funding for the evalua-
tion during last year’s budget, labeling it a
community priority. 

“We heard last night how our service
providers are doing such a wonderful job,
but I don’t know that,” said Mayor Bob
Holbrook, who voted in favor of the eval-
uation along with his council colleagues.
“I know they are working hard, but I have
to see results … If we are being so effec-
tive in helping the homeless, then why do
we still see so many here? If it’s because
people are continually coming in from
other parts of the county, then we need to
know that so we can identify our clients
and draw the line. 

“Santa Monica cannot solve this prob-
lem ourselves.”

Miyasato said the institute will try to
answer these questions: What programs
are working? What needs improvement?
Are clients getting what they need? Are
there gaps in service? What does the city
expect? What is our experience compared
to other cities?

Martha Burt, a researcher with the insti-

tute who is currently evaluating housing and
employment programs for the homeless in
Los Angeles, said the institute will not advo-
cate funding one program over another, but
she said elected officials here will be able to
tell which of the nine service providers and
21 programs are the most effective.

“This is definitely not an audit,” Burt
said. “It’s really a look at how city agen-
cies are working together, or not, with
providers.”

Burt said the institute will not do any
independent research and will rely mostly
on data provided by city staff and service
providers, along with interviews with
homeless and others. 

“The way you sort of know things are
right in something like this … is when you
talk to 50 or 60 people and you either get
a convergence of opinion or you get non-
convergence,” Burt said.
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20,000 reads under the seaHomeless
programs
put to test
HOMELESS HOW-TO, from page 1

Arizona and Utah
working together on
school official probe

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
On its first day of business, Bookmark Cafe server Efrain Gonzales decorates the patio with-
in the Santa Monica Main Library’s courtyard. The cafe’s patio is situated beneath the public
artwork entitled 'Underwater Canopy' by Carl Cheng.
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America is going broke ... in style. We
say that not to alarm you. It’s just one of
those certainties in life that you should point
out to your children, such as “the dollar will
be worthless” and “we’re all gonna die.”

There’s not even any great shame in it.
Going bust is what every great empire
does sooner or later. Besides, it may not
happen for another quarter of a century —
or maybe sooner.

Last month, ominously, the U.S. gov-
ernment registered a record deficit of
$85.47 billion. That is, for every dollar the
Feds sucked in, they managed to burn

through a $1.50. But, why run up such
hefty losses now? After all, the nation rev-
els in “full employment,” does it not? The
economy is going like gangbusters, is it
not? And, housing and stocks have soared
to near all-time highs. If the government
can’t break even now, when will it ever
break even?

If you have to ask the question, you
must be out of step with the times. Every
policy wonk, number abuser, and budget-
ary contortionist in Washington knows the
U.S. government will never run a genuine
un-manipulated surplus. Every Beltway

buffoon in a suit is counting on it. Every
parasitic politician knows that the positive
numbers touted during the Clinton years
were a ripe fraud, achieved only by pre-
tending that Social Security was not a gov-
ernment program. Now, even that larce-
nous legerdemain won’t change the ink
color; the numbers are red from top to bot-
tom, and getting redder all the time.

Among the seven wonders of the mod-
ern world is that lenders and merchants
the world over are still not only willing to
accept U.S. paper, but they are positively
craving it. Last year, China alone racked
up more than $200 billion in its trade sur-
plus with the United States, and what did
they do with all that money? 

“China is on a buying spree in U.S.,”
says a headline in the Houston Chronicle.

“See,” we can almost hear gorgeous
George Gilder whisper in our ear, “the
money comes back to us. What’s the worry?”

No worry. Just an observation. The
money leaves home a servant; it comes
back a master. The dollars are spent on con-
sumer items. In other words, Americans
use paper to buy junk while the Chinese
hold on to it as capital and use it to pocket
U.S. debt, U.S. factories, and U.S. assets.
Americans used to be able to say what they
wanted to the Chinese. Now they must say,
“Yes sir.” And it wouldn’t hurt to learn to
kowtow; the Chinese like that sort of thing.

Another observation: the dollar is los-
ing ground against the things that aren’t
junk. The price of oil continues to edge
up. A headline in the Financial Times tells
us, “Gold could reach $850.” That is the
top price the metal reached in the last bull
market, when Jimmy Carter was still pres-
ident. Well, duh.

(For more insight and analysis, visit
www.dailyreckoning.com.)

BY DR. DARIUS G. GAGNE, CFA, CFP
Special to the Daily Press

Markets go up, and markets go down,
but over the long run, markets go up.  

On a daily basis, we are inundated with
financial information from shows such as
CNBC, NPR or even the “market update”
during a basketball game. This deluge of
information makes the investment world
appear challenging and overly complex,
insinuating that investors need to discover
the latest and greatest tip in order reap the
rewards that the market has to offer. Fact
of the matter is, no one has a crystal ball.
Fortunately, however, no one needs one
because good long run returns are simply
there for the taking.

Consider the plot above. It is not by
chance that $1 invested into the S&P in 1926
would be worth much more today, namely

$2,662.  This is a manifestation of our capi-
talistic market economy which is nearly 200
years strong and which implies that fair
returns must be earned in the long run or
else the system would not exist, that is, there
would be no capital invested. In other words,
markets work.  Markets sky rocket in some
years, while in other years they disappoint,
but over the long run, an investor earns a fair
return on his capital at risk.

But not everyone is convinced. For

instance, this growth of $1 over the 80-
year period represents over a 10 percent
average annual return. Not a bad return.
Not a staggering return. Just the average
U.S. equity market long-run return. But
you would be surprised how few financial
advisers achieve this return over the long
run. Why? Because they think they need
— and worse, they think they have — a
crystal ball. They try to outsmart the
financial markets with speculation and
market timing, or the thought that they
somehow know more than the rest of the
world combined. 

Well, the financial markets embody the
collective wisdom of millions of investors
around the globe communicating at the
speed of light. And the financial markets
are extremely efficient, meaning that any
hot idea one might have is almost certain
to already be reflected in the markets. So,

it does not matter how smart a money
manger is, he will not out-smart the mar-
kets in the long run.

Investing is the responsible and disci-
pline act of joining the markets to take
advantage of long-run returns. In fact, earn-
ing solid returns over the long run is the
easy part of investing. The biggest chal-
lenge in investing is discipline — sticking
firm to your investment plan in the face of
the deluge of short-term focused financial
news and its resulting short-term volatility.

So, if markets work, does that mean
everyone should just buy the entire market
and earn an average 10 percent long-run
return?  Absolutely not. Stay tuned for a
future article which will describe in detail
how to divide up or segment the markets
along key dimensions of risk and return in
order capture any one of a wide range of
long-run market returns.

America going for broke; buy gold
THE WEEKLY RECKONING

BY BILL BONNER

S&P 500 Index: Growth of $1
 $2,662
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Patience is a virtue, and a proven method for building wealth
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The Savings Incentive Match Plan for
Employees of Small Businesses (SIM-
PLE) is a retirement plan designed to help
employees working for small businesses
save for retirement on a tax-favored basis,
while allowing employers current-year tax
deductions. A SIMPLE Plan may use a
SIMPLE individual retirement account (a
SIMPLE IRA) to receive plan contribu-
tions. Here are some questions and
answers about the SIMPLE IRA retire-
ment plan.

QUESTION: What is a SIMPLE IRA
Retirement Plan and what are its advan-
tages?

ANSWER: A SIMPLE IRA plan is a
type of “salary reduction” retirement plan
for small businesses. Due to its basic
design features, it is not subject to the
complex eligibility and nondiscrimination
requirements associated with traditional
401(k) plans or Salary Reduction-
Simplified Employee Pension Plans
(SARSEPs). Administrative and other
plan costs, therefore, are minimized.

Another advantage of SIMPLE IRA
plans, from an employer’s standpoint, is
that SIMPLE IRA plans are not subject to

annual reporting and testing requirements.
Also, the employer will not be subject to
fiduciary liability resulting from an
employee exercising control over the
assets in the employee’s SIMPLE IRA
account.

QUESTION: Who can adopt a SIMPLE
Plan?

ANSWER: Any employer who has 100
or fewer employees and who does not
maintain another plan may adopt a SIM-
PLE IRA plan.  Employees with compen-
sation of $5,000 or more in up to any two
preceding years must be included in the
SIMPLE IRA plan. The employer may be
a corporation, partnership, sole propri-
etorship, tax-exempt organization, or a
state or local government or agency.

QUESTION: How does a SIMPLE plan
work?

ANSWER: A SIMPLE IRA plan allows
employees to make pre-tax elective contri-
butions to a SIMPLE IRA. Employee con-
tributions may be any percentage (not over
100 percent) of total compensation (or net
earned income) so long as the dollar
amount contributed for any year does not
exceed $9,000 for 2004 and $10,000 for
2005, plus any allowable catch-up contri-
butions. That’s subject to cost-of-living
adjustments for later years. Under a sunset
provision in the 2001 tax act, the enhanced
limits will expire in 2011 unless Congress
extends the act. Eligible employees who
are at least age 50 by the last day of the

year may defer an additional $1,500 for
2004, $2,000 for 2005 and $2,500 for 2006
and later years. Catch-up contributions are
also subject to the sunset provision in the
tax law discussed in the note above.

Also, employers must contribute to the
employees’ SIMPLE IRA accounts using
one of two contribution formulas: 

1. Under the matching contribution for-
mula, employers are required to match
employee contributions dollar-for-dollar
up to 3 percent of each participating
employee’s compensation. A special rule
allows employers to elect a lower percent-
age matching contribution rate but not less
than 1 percent of each employee’s com-
pensation. Employers may not elect to use
a percentage lower than 3 percent for more
than two out of any five consecutive years.

2. Instead of making matching contri-
butions, for any year, employers may
select a non-elective contribution formula
of 2 percent of compensation on behalf of
each eligible employee regardless of
whether the employee is making contribu-
tions. The employer may require that each
such employee actually receive at least
$5,000 in compensation during the year to
be eligible to receive this employer contri-
bution. For this purpose, compensation
taken into account may not exceed
$205,000, as indexed for inflation.

The employer must give written notice
specifying the employer’s contribution
formula for a particular year to every eli-
gible employee at least 60 days before the
start of the year. 

SIMPLE IRA contributions may only
be made to a SIMPLE IRA account.
Except for rollovers from other SIMPLE
IRAs, no other contributions may be
made.

QUESTION: Who is eligible to partici-
pate?

ANSWER: Generally, any employee who
received at least $5,000 in compensation
during any two prior years, and who is rea-
sonably expected to receive at least $5,000
in compensation during the current year,
is eligible to participate in a SIMPLE
plan. An employer may elect more liberal
eligibility rules. All SIMPLE contribu-
tions (employee and employer matching)
are fully vested when made. 

QUESTION: Can a SIMPLE IRA account
be rolled over to an IRA?

ANSWER: If two years have passed since
the employee first participated in the SIM-
PLE IRA plan, a SIMPLE IRA may be
rolled over to a Traditional IRA on a tax-
free basis. A SIMPLE IRA account may
also be converted to a Roth IRA if the
employee’s modified adjusted gross income
does not exceed $100,000 and two years
have passed since the employee first partic-
ipated in the SIMPLE IRA plan. However,
any future employee and employer contri-
butions under the SIMPLE IRA Plan may
only be made to a SIMPLE IRA account.

(To reach Kirk Aguer, call him at his
MorganStanley office at (310) 319-5220.)

HOME SELLERS
Free home evaluation. Free compterized
list of area home sales and current listings.

Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #1041

www.FreeListingPrice.com

Keeping it SIMPLE works just fine
MIND YOUR
BUSINESS
BY KIRK G. AGUER
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Mexicans’ refusal to “buy American” on May 1
could further polarize the debate and make reform
supporters seem anti-American at the very moment
that lobbyists are trying to persuade lawmakers in
Washington to pass a bill that would benefit migrants,
worries Larry Rubin, the chamber’s president.

“This is like shooting oneself in the foot,” Rubin
said. “U.S. companies have been the first to lobby,
launching a huge lobbying effort for immigration
reform. ... Why hurt something that is helping you?”

Migrants and their supporters in the United States
are being encouraged to skip work and school and not
spend money for one day to demonstrate the migrants’
importance to the U.S. economy.

South of the border, Mexicans are targeting
American stores and chain restaurants _ “That means
no Dunkin’ Donuts, no McDonald’s, Burger King,
Starbucks, Sears, Krispy Kreme or Wal-Mart,” reads
one e-mail making the rounds.

But even activists are confused about which com-
panies are U.S.-owned. Sears is cited by boycott
organizers, despite the fact that Sears’ Mexico stores
were bought by Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim in
1997. And few organizers mention Vips _ the chain of
ubiquitous Mexican diners _ even though they are
owned by Wal-Mart Stores Inc.

A quarter of Mexico’s formal private-sector jobs
with regular pay are provided by U.S. firms, according
to the chamber, including Walmex, the Mexican Wal-
Mart subsidiary that is the nation’s biggest private
employer with 140,000 workers. Delphi Corp., the
U.S. auto parts maker, is second with 70,000 workers.

“Certainly, companies could be hurt,” Rubin said at
a news conference Wednesday.

The chamber represents more than 2,000 American
and other foreign companies doing business in
Mexico, and says its members are responsible for
$100 billion of investment in the country.

The companies say they’re helping Mexico by pro-
viding jobs, but activists counter they pay so little that
Mexicans have little choice but to head north.

Backers of the Mexican boycott insisted
Wednesday that the protest could send a message that
American companies should offer better pay and ben-
efits to their Mexican workers.

“They continue to exploit Mexicans with badly paid
jobs and no labor rights,” said Roberto Vigil, who works
in the Mexico City office of the California-based immi-
grants rights group Hermandad Mexicana. “They’re
kind of two-faced: they support, but they exploit.”

Unskilled workers at U.S. companies usually start
with Mexico’s minimum wage of $4.35 a day. While
many earn more, such as seamstresses making an
average of $5.89 a day _ even these wages pale in
comparison to paychecks offered by the same compa-
nies north of the border, conceded the chamber’s
Humberto Banuelos.

A cashier at Subway (or “sandwich artist,” as the
company refers to them) earns about $189 a month in
Mexico City. In Colorado, Subway cashiers make four
times that _ $824.

Companies also often hire workers for three-month
periods to avoid paying health insurance or other ben-
efits, activists say.

“Yes, we are aware that they are the largest employ-
ers in the Mexican republic, but they are paying
crumbs,” said Martha Suarez Cantu, coordinator of
Alianza Braceroproa, a Mexican labor-rights group
helping organize the boycott.

The only way to stem immigration is to narrow the
income gap between the two countries, said Robert
Pastor, director of the Center for North American
Studies at American University in Washington. He
pointed to the European Union, where migration
slowed after heavy investment reduced the income
gap in its poorer countries.

Washington does not invest directly in job creation
in Mexico.

BY ROBERT BURNS
Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD — President Bush dispatched America’s top
two foreign policy officials to Iraq on Wednesday in sep-
arate, surprise missions calculated to demonstrate a
strong show of support for the country’s emerging new
government.

The top American commander in Iraq expressed opti-
mism that Iraq’s selection of top government leaders
marked a major step toward creating conditions that
could allow a substantial number of U.S. troops to leave
in the months ahead.

“I’m still on my general timeline,” Army Gen. George
Casey told reporters after meeting with Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, who arrived unan-
nounced for a daylong series of meetings with top U.S.
commanders and the newly selected Iraqi leaders.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice flew in from Turkey
a few hours later to shore up the U.S. show of support.

“We just want to make sure there are no seams
between what we’re doing politically and what we’re
doing militarily,” Rice told reporters on her plane en route
to Iraq. “Secretary Rumsfeld and I are going to be there
together because a lot of the work that has to be done is
at that juncture between political and military.”

She and Rumsfeld huddled with the U.S. ambassador
and other top U.S. military and civilian officials for lunch
and then planned to meet jointly with the newly designat-
ed prime minister.

Rice scheduled a separate one-on-one meeting with
him later.

Casey did not elaborate on his timeline for reducing
U.S. forces, but he has said in the past that a “fairly sub-
stantial” reduction could be made this year if the insur-
gency did not grow worse and if Iraq made continued
progress on the political and security training fronts.

Asked whether the breakthrough agreements last week-
end to name Jawad al-Maliki as prime minister and to fill
six other top government posts moves U.S. officials closer
to implementing the expected troop reductions this year,
Casey replied, “It certainly is a major step in the process.”

He added that more needs to be accomplished on the
political side, particularly in filling key government min-
istry jobs.

The Pentagon has not said when it expects to make
decisions about further troop reductions. Casey had said
late last year that he expected to submit his recommenda-
tion this spring.

“We are seeing the situation a little clearer, I’d say,” as a
result of the latest political progress, Casey said. “And the

clearer I see it the better I can make my recommendations.”
Rumsfeld, who appeared with Casey before reporters,

said one of the subjects they had discussed was engaging
the emerging Iraqi government in talks on the future of
military bases and the division of security responsibilities
between American and Iraqi troops.

“There is no question but that as the new government is
formed and the ministers are in place, that it’s appropriate for
us to begin discussions with the new government about the
conditions on the ground and the pace at which we’ll be able
to turn over responsibility in the provinces,” Rumsfeld said.

Rumsfeld said the United Nations Security Council
resolution that forms the legal basis for U.S. operations to
stabilize and rebuild Iraq is to expire at the end of the year
so there will have to be talks with the Iraqi government
on arrangements beyond this year.

Alluding to recent calls by several retired generals for
Rumsfeld to resign, a reporter asked the 73-year-old
defense secretary whether this visit — his 12th — would
be his last trip to Iraq as Pentagon chief.

He replied with one word, and no smile: “No.”
U.S. officials have made clear their concern that the

emerging Iraqi government place a high priority on dis-
arming or otherwise controlling armed militias that are
accused of sectarian violence.

Lt. Gen. Peter Chiarelli, the second-ranking U.S. general
in Iraq, said in an interview with a small group of reporters
that militias are an urgent threat to the country’s stability.

“That to me is an issue we’ve got to get fixed,”
Chiarelli said.

Casey had said last year that if the insurgency did not
worsen and the Iraqis remained on track toward establish-
ing a government of national unity, then fairly substantial
reductions in the U.S. troop presence were likely this
spring and summer. So far, the total has been reduced
only slightly, from about 138,000 to about 132,500 and
no further cuts have been announced.

Rumsfeld’s press secretary, Eric Ruff, told reporters
aboard the defense secretary’s overnight flight from
Washington that Rumsfeld’s trip was designed to convey
Bush’s encouragement at the latest steps toward putting in
place Iraq’s first fully constitutional government since the
fall of the Saddam Hussein regime three years ago.

‘Nothing Gringo’ boycott
is likened to ‘shooting
oneself in the foot’
NOTHING GRINGO, from page 1

Rumsfeld, Rice sent to Iraq

“I’m still on my general timeline.”

GEORGE CASEY
Army General
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By The Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — David Copperfield
has magically escaped getting robbed.

The 49-year-old illusionist was walking with
two female assistants to their tour bus after his
show Sunday at a performing arts center when
four teens pulled up in a black car, a police
report said.

Two armed robbers allegedly got out of the
car and demanded the group’s belongings. One
woman handed over $400 from her pockets and
the other gave up her purse with 200 euros,
$100, her passport, plane tickets and a cell
phone. Copperfield refused to empty his pock-
ets, the report said.

Copperfield says he turned his pockets
inside out to reveal nothing in them, even
though he was carrying his passport, wallet and
cell phone.

“Call it reverse pickpocketing,” Copperfield
told The Palm Beach Post for Wednesday’s edi-
tions.

Copperfield read the license plate number of
the car to an assistant while she called 911, the
report said.

Four teenagers were arrested and charged
with armed robbery. They were held without
bond, police said. The women’s property was
recovered.

LONDON — Kevin Costner was accused of
performing an indecent act as he received a
massage at a Scottish hotel, in a claim by a for-
mer spa worker filed with a British employ-
ment tribunal.

The 34-year-old woman claimed the actor
exposed himself and carried out a sex act as she
gave him the massage at the Old Course Hotel
in Fife, Scotland, in October 2004, said papers
filed with the tribunal.

Her allegations were not taken seriously by
hotel staff, the papers said.

Tribunal chairman Nicol Hosie said the
woman, who cannot be named for legal rea-
sons, had agreed to settle her claim of unfair

dismissal and sexual discrimination out of
court.

The tribunal, sitting in Dundee, Scotland, on
Tuesday, did not consider whether her allega-
tions were true.

“This was never about Kevin Costner. It is a
dispute between a hotel and an ex-employee,”
the 51-year-old actor-director’s spokesman,
Paul Bloch, told reporters.

Hosie lifted a restriction that had been
imposed to prevent Costner’s identity from
being revealed, saying there was no reason for
it to be withheld from reporting.

An earlier hearing had been told Costner and
his wife were staying at the hotel at the time of
the alleged incident.

“It is the company’s position not to comment
on matters of litigation,” said an Old Course
Hotel spokesman, speaking on condition of
anonymity, in a written statement. “The parties
have settled this matter. The terms are confi-
dential and undisclosed.”

LOS ANGELES — Teri Hatcher suffered an
eye injury when a light bulb exploded on the
set of ABC’s “Desperate Housewives,” People
magazine reported.

“Glass lodged in my right eye and proceed-
ed to scratch my cornea,” Hatcher was quoted
as telling the magazine following Tuesday’s
accident. “I was taken to a wonderful eye doc-
tor, and am now wearing a most glamorous eye
patch over the right half of my face.”

Hatcher, 41, said she should be back to work
in two days and was trying to see the humor “in
the oddity of it all.”

The injury forced the actress to cancel her
appearance at a Tuesday night party for the
AmberWatch Foundation, which is dedicated
to preventing child abduction and molesta-
tion. Hatcher is the group’s new spokes-
woman.

HONG KONG — Jackie Chan, whose charac-
ter protects an infant from kidnappers in his
new action comedy, wasn’t happy with the

baby’s performance as he finished filming at a
Hong Kong prison.

“When it was time to film the first shot
today the baby fell asleep,” Chan, wearing
prison stripes, grumbled to reporters Tuesday.
“We spent so much money for the baby to
sleep.”

“Rob-B-Hood” is expected to open in Hong
Kong later this year.

Chan said he is still recovering from a chest
injury sustained last month when a stuntman
kicked him with the wrong shoes.

Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street
(310) 458-6232

American Dreamz (PG-13) 
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00

Brick (R) 
2:30, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30

The Sentinel (PG-13) 
1:30, 4:05, 7:00, 9:40

Somersault (NR) 
2:10, 5:00, 7:40, 10:15

Mann's Criterion Theatre
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

Ice Age: The Meltdown (PG)
12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40

La Mujer de Mi Hermano (R) 
12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20  

Lucky Number Slevin (R) 
11:40am, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:30 

Standing Still (R)
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 10:00  

Take the Lead (PG-13) 
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50  

V for Vendetta (R) 
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:10 

AMC7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street
(310) 289-4262

The Benchwarmers (PG-13) 
1:05, 3:15, 5:30, 7:40, 10:05 

Inside Man (R) 
1:00, 2:20, 3:50, 7:00, 8:10, 9:50 

Scary Movie 4 (PG-13) 
1:10, 2:45, 3:20, 5:00, 5:40, 7:10, 8:00,
9:40, 10:30

Silent Hill (R) 
1:40, 4:30, 5:20, 7:30, 10:35

The Wild (G)  
1:20, 3:30, 5:45, 7:50, 10:00 

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310) 281-8228

The Notorious Bettie Page (R) 
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00  

Thank You for Smoking (R) 
11:45am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:50 

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 2nd Street
(310) 394-9741

The Almost Guys (PG-13)  
11:45am, 2:10, 4:45, 7:10, 9:35

Friends With Money (R)
12:45, 1:45, 3:00, 4:00, 5:20, 6:20,
7:40, 8:40, 10:00

Kinky Boots (PG-13) 
11:45am, 2:20, 4:55, 7:30, 10:10

In 1805, during the First Barbary War,
an American-led force of Marines and
mercenaries captured the city of
Derna, on the shores of Tripoli.
In 1822, the 18th president of the
United States, Ulysses S. Grant, was
born in Point Pleasant, Ohio.
In 1865, the steamer Sultana exploded
on the Mississippi River near
Memphis, Tenn., killing more than
1,400 Union prisoners of war.
In 1967, Expo ‘67 was officially
opened in Montreal by Canadian Prime
Minister Lester B. Pearson.
In 1973, during the Watergate scandal,
Acting FBI Director L. Patrick Gray
resigned.
In 1978, convicted Watergate defen-
dant John D. Ehrlichman was released
from an Arizona prison after serving 18
months.

MORE TODAY IN HISTORY

M O V I E G U I D E
SHOWTIMES: THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2006

Information: calendar@smdp.com

Copperfield pulls a fast one

BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP Movie Writer

LOS ANGELES — Hollywood is about to test
your emotional fortitude with a simple, searing
question: Are you ready to relive Sept. 11?

“United 93,” the first big-screen dramatization
about the terrorist attacks, is a painfully authentic
and detailed account of the hijacked plane that
crashed in rural Pennsylvania after passengers
fought to retake the jet from hijackers.

The film is horrific, distressful, unbearable.
It’s the plane wreck you know is coming, yet in
true Hollywood fashion, you hope for a differ-
ent outcome even as you agonize over the cli-
mactic frenzy on board.

Like so many stories of Sept. 11, the film
also offers rays of hope and resilience amid the
terrible consequences.

As the five-year anniversary of Sept. 11
approaches, “United 93” and Oliver Stone’s
upcoming “World Trade Center” will help
gauge whether audiences have the stomach for
big-screen treatments of the tragedy.

“United 93” director Paul Greengrass
acknowledges that some people may never be
ready for films about Sept. 11. 

ENTERTAINMENT

‘United 93’: Is America
ready to relive Sept. 11?



COMICS
Page 16 ❑ Thursday, April 27, 2006 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield®
By Jim Davis

Speed Bump®     
By Dave Coverly

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement.  Renovation and
new construction projects
using traditional architec-
ture through full turn-key
development.  Always,
open communication

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

din0427.TIF
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Announcements
AAMMAANNDDAA''SS  AAMMAAZZIINNGG RRAACCEE  
PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAANNTTSS......
GGoo  ttoo  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa  PPiieerr  
aanndd  ffiinndd  tthhee  mmiinniiaattuurree  ggoollff  
ccoouurrssee

Employment
CAREGIVER TO work nniigghhttss in Pacific 
Palisades for older couple 
(310) *826-7956

ACTIVIST
WANTED

To reform marijuana
laws and help qualify
other ballot measures

No experience required.
Set own hours.
Up to $300/day

First call (310) 281-7529
Additional questions call

(310) 412-2450

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified & Display: Real Estate, 

Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.

50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES� �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 

Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25

and/or Please visit: 

SALES
Tile, Marble, and Slab
SSantaa Monicaa Showroom

Salary 
+

Commission

Prefer design or
Tile experience

Contact 310.995.5136

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd St. Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Immediate 
openings, day and evening shifts. Ap-
ply afternoons in person. 215 Broad-
way, SM. (310) 396-9898.

DENTAL ASSISTANT for private, gen-
eral practice in Santa Monica. FT.
Must have x-ray/DA license. Fax re-
sume (310) 696-0602.

Employment

DO YOU aspire to excellence? 
Come work for the best. We are a 
Fortune 500 company that is the 
leader in our industry, and we are 
expanding in this region. We cur-
rently have openings for sales, and 
management positions. You’ll need 
a clean driving record, and be 
pre-screened for drug and back-
ground checks. We offer tremen-
dous advancement opportunities,
unlimited earnings potential, com-
prehensive paid training, and out-
standing benefits. Please email 
your resume to 
jsheets@terminix.com.

Take charge of your destiny, today!

AA/EOE M/F/V/D

DRIVER/COOK FOR non-profit in WLA.
Part-time to p/u donated items. Must 
have clean driving record. Work in 
cafeteria as needed. $8.50/hr. Call 
310-914-4045, ext. 113.

EARN $60K - $400K
Sales
Santa Monica – One of the nation’s 
oldest/largest precious metals co.
seeks sales pros. No cold calling or li-
cense required, paid training & full 
benefits. (310) 319-0313 
www.Goldline.com.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR 
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call.
(818) 501-0266

HAIR STYLIST commission or rental 
…MANICURIST commission or rental,
no experience necessary.
(310) 260-3906

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in 
the housekeeping department of Cen-
tury City Doctors Hospital. All shifts 
available, PT/FT. Hospital housekeep-
ing preferred. Call (310) 557-7785 for 
interview.

JJAANNIITTOORRIIAALL
PART-TIME, 5 hrs., 5 to 10pm, Some 
exp., Commercial Bldg., Bev. Hills.,
Live within 8 miles., Legal w/ papers.
323.376.8867

LEASING & TI Coordinator / Prop 
Mgr Supervisor for WLA R.E. firm.
Coordinate outside leasing brokers 
with ownership, schedule and over-
see TI’s thru completion. Supervise 
small property management staff.
Yardi knowledge preferred. Fax re-
sumes Attn Joe Iglesias 
310-575-5823 or email joeigle-
sias@pacificequities.net.

MOVIE EXTRAS needed immediately 
for major motion pictures. Must be 18 
or older. (323) 836-0700.

NEW FITNESS company seeks $$$ 
motivated leaders, ground floor op-
portunity. $75k-$175k first year po-
tential. (800) 660-1532

Employment
PART-TIME RETAIL sales position 
available at great fine paper store that 
features custom invitations and sta-
tionary. Must be available 11am-5pm.
Pleasant atmosphere. Apply by faxing 
resume to 3103944579 or emailing it 
to Wilwespaper@aol.com applicants 
may also apply in person at Wilshire 
West Fine Paper 3023 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica

SALES EXECUTIVE Team of leading 
Wireless Santa Monica Company is 
expanding. Positions avaliable for 
Sales, Customer Service Representa-
tive, and a receptionist. F/T and P/T.
Submit resume via email to
corporatesales@cellularfantasy.com 
or via fax to (310) 586-2969.

SEEKING PERSONAL trainer to work in 
premier personal training studio.
www.fitnesstogether.com Email re-
sume to:
kellyradomski@fitnesstogether.com

SM MEDICAL front office p/t, office 
experience desirable, will train, fax 
resume to Carole (310) 828-3254 or 
call (310) 828-4494

SOCIAL SERVICES Job Coaches and 
Aides for community based program 
in Malibu for adults with Developmen-
tal Disabilities. Two shifts available:
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm and 3pm-10pm.
Experience Preferred, Excellent bene-
fits. Call Sheri at (310) 457-2026

YYAARRDDPPEERRSSOONN
F/T, including Sat. Will train. Lifting 
req'd. Apply in person: Bourget Bros.
1636 11th St. Santa Monica, Ca 
90404

For Sale
2004 LAP top Toshia qosmio windows 
xp intel centrino G-force fx paid 
$2695 now selling for $1400 Living 
room set two year old hunter green 
leather sofa, chair, ottoman in excel-
lent condition. $1000 Westwood area 
Jennifer (408) 667-4995

9 1/2 X 9 1/2 FT sectional sofa. Ex-
cellent condition. Cream and taupe 
stripe. $900 OBO.
Secretary desk cherry wood. $175 
OBO.(310)903-7339

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for 
$1750 (310) 479-3054

TERRACOTA POTS Three large with 
saucers, one large glazed with sau-
cer, four medium and 15 small. Half 
price of cost (310) 451-7685

Pets
ADORABLE MALTESE pups, boys & 
girls, will 3~5 lb, have shots & de-
wormed, CKC registered, around 8 to 
10 weeks, home raised, loving & 
sweet, $800~$1500, for more info 
ask Brandon to 323-819-0113

Pets

GoldenDoodles

F1 & F1B

Contact  Jennifer at:

www.jenniferscanines.com

TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots & de-
wormed, registered with CKC or AKC,
health guarantee, home raised and 
very loving & sweet, for more 
info please click on www.worldken-
nelusa.com or call Kelly at 
(323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-6371

Instruction

SAXOPHONE/CLARINET LESSONS,
All Ages
Taught By Doctor of Saxophone 
Graduate From UCLA
Contact @ (310) 266-1052

Employment Wanted

MY DRAFTING skills will save you 
hours of time and permit delays. I can 
save you money. You control your 
own design process. I can help you 
build your dream. Zenitram Designs 
Residential Drafting Services in the 
classical tradition. (323)377-4999 mi-
chael@zenitramdesigns.net

RN, CARING/RESPONSIBLE, desires to 
be companion, light care-taking or 
mother’s helper. P/T excellent refer-
ences. (310) 452-3651

Psychic
HHAAVVIINNGG  DDÉÉJJÀÀ VVUU? MADAME PAULINE 
HAS THE ANSWERS. A MASTER IN 
ANCIENT WHITE MAGIC, PSYCHIC 
AND TAROT CARDS. RELATIONSHIPS 
MADE CLOSER. 35 YEARS EXPERI-
ENCE. (310) 342-9880

For Rent
2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent 
2bd 2ba, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car 
gated subterranean parking. Quiet 
neighborhood with courtyard area & 
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745. Available Now! Mike 
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent 
2bd/2ba, w/fireplace & large balcony 
over looking Abbot Kinney. Includes 2 
car gated subterranean parking. Quiet 
neighborhood with courtyard area & 
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1895. Available 5/10/06 Mike 
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent 
Studio. Includes 1 car gated subterra-
nean parking. Quiet neighborhood 
with courtyard area & onsite laundry.
1 year lease, No pets. $1095. Avail-
able 05/01/06 Mike (310) 578-9729 
ellynesis.com

BEST
RENTALS
ELLY NESIS CO. INC

(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
((331100)) 886699--77990011

Most of our buildings 
are pet friendly

PPLLEEAASSEE  VVIISSIITT  OOUURR  WWEEBBSSIITTEE  
FFOORR  CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  

LLIISSTTIINNGGSS  AATT:
www.howardmanagement.com

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment 
on a walk street. This tudor style 
building features a patio and onsite 
laundry. Great location 1/2 block from 
the beach and boardwalk amenities.
Street parking. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1145. Available 06/01/06. Pam 
(310) 401-0027 ellynesis.com

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment 
on a walk street. This tudor style 
building features a patio and onsite 
laundry. Great location 1/2 block from 
the beach and boardwalk amenities.
Street parking. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1145. Available 05/01/06. Pam 
(310) 401-0027  ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St.
2BD/2BA $3,200 Stylish Living on the 
Promenade with ocean and mountain 
views, Hardwood floors, Vaulted Ceil-
ings, fireplace, washer/dryer, walking 
distance to shopping, dining and en-
tertainment. 310.274.9786 or email 
office@gatewaylp.com NO PETS

FFRREEEE  RREENNTTAALL LLiissttss  &&  NNoo  FFeeee  
RReennttaallss. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90403.

For Rent

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

2302 32nd St., $1395
Lower 2 bed, new carpet,
Parking, gas stove, laundry room

1234 10th St., $1695
Upper 2 bed, hardwood floors &
New carpet, garage parking

937 6th St., $1795
Upper 2 bed, new carpet & 
Vinyl. Fridge & stove, 1parking

230 Pacific   $2195
Upper 2 bed, 1 3/4 bath, fridge,
Dishwasher, close to Main St &
beach

WESTSIDE
1752 Federal, West LA,
$1200
Lower 1 bed, new carpet, dish-
washer, Stove, fridge, Air condi-
tioner, 
11615 Darlington, BW,
$1795
Upper 2 bed, 1 1/2 bath, new car-
pet, 2 parking space, near  San
Vicente

2495 Corinth, West LA,
$1995
New 2 bed, 2 1/2 bath, town-
house style, Washer/dryer includ-
ed, granite counters

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FFORR MOREE LISTINGSS GOO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

CONTEMPORARY 2BD, 2.5ba a 
2-story townhouse with fireplace, bal-
cony, high ceilings, gated entry and 2 
car subterranean gated parking. Dish-
washer, laundry hook ups in units, 1 
year lease, no pets. $1895 Available 
Now (310) 396-4443 ellynesis.com

L.A. HOLT Ave unit 3, 2+1, large up-
per, stove, fridge, blinds, carpets,
laundry, parking, no pets. $1350 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.jkwproperties.com

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
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HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

Classifieds GET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
For Rent

MAR VISTA 11916 Courtleigh Dr. #8 
1+1 $925/mo stove, fridge, carpet,
blinds, utilities included, laundry,
parking, no pets. (310) 737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo 
1bdrm/1bath will consider pet, carpet 
floors, gated parking, quiet neighbor-
hood (310) 395-RENT www.westsid-
erentals.com 

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, patio, lower in a Du-
plex. Plenty of sunshine,quiet 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo 
1bdrm/1bath spacious upper, hard-
wood floors, pool, parking, laundry,
controlled building (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1425/mo 
2bdrms/1Bath, No pets, Carpet 
Floors, laundry, refrigerator, stove,
wall heater. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo 
2bdrm/1Bath, No pets, Carpet Floors,
1-car Street parking, stove, refrigera-
tor (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com

SANTA MONICA $1695/mo 
2bdrm/2bath. townhouse style hard-
wood floors, laundry, dishwasher,
central air/heat, fireplace 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $2100/mo 
3bdrm/1.5bath Pet ok,Hardwood/Car-
pet Floors, Parking, laundry, refrig-
erator, stove, balcony 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $2600/mo 
3bdrm/2Bath, new carpets, 2-car 
Tandem Parking, laundry, stove, dish-
washer, 2decks (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $850/mo 
Studio/1Bath, New Carpets, small full 
kitchen, near SMC, Paid 
w a t e r / t r a s h / g a s / e l e c t r i c i t y .
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com 

SANTA MONICA $975/mo 
studio/1bath spacious, charming in 
1925 building, hardwood floors,
kitchen (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th St. unit C 
2bdrms/1.5bath $1700/month upper 
bright unit, stove, blinds, carpets,
on-site laundry, balcony, parking, no 
pets. (310) 393-6322 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

SSEENNIIOORRSS--  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  
HHOOUUSSIINNGG

Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or

Santa Monica: SSttaarrttiinngg  aatt  
$$440000//mmoonntthh

(323) 650-7988

WLA 1215 Barry Ave unit 3; 
1bdrm/1bath. Large lower unit, stove,
fridge, carpet, blinds, laundry, park-
ing, no pets $1150/mo 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.jkwproperties.com

Furnished Apts
$975 WEST LA OCEAN VIEW, fur-
nished bachelor, patio, gated, paid 
utilities, private driveway. Centinela 
(310) 390-4610

Roommates
SM $1100 mo. Share 2bdrm/1 bath-
room (Large Bright Front Room) 
House with yard, (310) 576-4992

Roommates

FREE HOUSING
SERVICE
�Need a little extra income?
�Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 27 years

Commercial Lease

PRIME INGLEWOOD
7,000 SQ. FT.
Ideal for studio/medical

building 
20 ft. high ceiling

close to Marina Del Rey

703 Centinela/Hyde Park
$1.00 per sq. ft.

Call (310) 995 5136
for a preview

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 962sq ft. $1680.
3-5 year lease fsg. Located on Venice 
Blvd, Mar Vista. Three story modern 
building. Deke Keasbey 
(310) 477-3192 ext 105

Santa Monica Medical Building, 900 
Wilshire Blvd. 2500 square feet,
fourth floor, patio. Also third floor,
2400 square feet, may reduce either 
to smaller offices/ space (must see).
Dual elevators, 3 levels of under-
ground parking. Will construct two 
specs upn acceptable lease.
(310) 923-8521 or (310) 260-2619

SHORT TERM sublease opportunity 
(space as is) 1453 Third Street 
Promenade, Suite 440, Santa Monica,
CA 90401. Offered at $8000 per 
month. Available from 4/1/06 to 
10/1/06 on a month to month basis.
Call Steven Epple @ (206) 623-4646

SM SMALL office space for lease. 127 
Broadway 2nd floor office with oper-
able windows. $1100/month. Par 
Commercial (310) 395-2663 ext 101

THIRD STREET PROMENADE. Four 
offices in third floor six-office 
suite--will rent individually or as a 
group. Architect-designed, exposed 
redwood ceiling and brick walls, in-
terior windows, skylights. Steve 
(310) 395-2828 X333

TWO OFFICES Brentwood village Bar-
rington at Sunset 225 sq. ft. Mr. Tay-
lor. (310) 476-6493

Real Estate

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN

310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING

LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000

2 Units $533,850

3 Units $645,300

3 Units $645,300

4 Units $801,950

ROB

SCHULTZ
BROKER

LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30

YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change

* As of January 11, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

BBUYINGG AA HOME?
BE SURE OF YOUR

INVESTMENT

HOME INSPECTION
SERVICES

BY DAVID MORGAN
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OFFICE (310)399-9981
PGR (310) 247-5151

CAL. CONTRACTOR
#550268

AVAILABLE
WEEKENDS

Vehicles for sale
'96 CHEVY Astro Van. Auto transmis-
sion, a/c, new brakes/tires, very reli-
able, all receipts, fully loaded, 127k 
miles $4995 o.b.o. (310) 994-5202 
Brett

‘01 JAGUAR XK8 $33,981
Conv, Nav, Chromes 

(1NA22084)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

01 PORSCHE CARRERA 
CAB $49,981

Blk/Blk Tip, Lo Miles
(1S654891)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

02 BOXSTER $26,981 
Steel Grey/Black, 6 Speed 

(2U620852)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

02 LEXUS LS430 $35,981
Desert Silver/Tan, Only 

24K mi (20057375) 
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

03 CLK55 $47,981
Blk/Blk, Only 9300mi,
Chromes (3F051379)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

03 M3 Convertible 
$39,984 Pewter/Ash 

(39K02785)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

04 CAYENNE S $45,962 
White/Tan, Tip 
(4LA65825)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

04 TL 3.2 $27,981 
Gold/Tan, Low 11Kmi 

(4A003736)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

05 545IA $54981 
Black/Black, Sport, Navi-

gation (SCN63998)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

05 MINI COOPER Auto 
$27981 Conv’t, Sport, Hot 

Orange! (5TG10499)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

All makes & models, all cars
considered. Friendly professional

buyer.We come to you and 
handle all paper work. 

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

Lee’s Chiropractor

By Appt. or Walk-Ins

2500 Overland Ave. Los Angeles @ Pico

Deep tissue massage• Oil massage
Swedish massage• Sport massage

Stress reduction • Therapeutic massage

Mon-Sun 10am-9pm
(310) 280-0900

$5.00
OFF
Exp. 6/30/06

HEALING MASSAGE by young Euro-
pean female. Heal your body and 
mind. (310) 806-0377

Massage
CUSTOMIZED DEEP Tissue Massage 
for athletes, seniors, and everyone 
else. $55/70 minutes Paul 
(310) 741-1901

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

TTRRIIGGGGEERR  PPOOIINNTT  MMAASSSSAAGGEE
Relieve Tension, Improve 

Range of Motion 
and Feel Great again! & 

feel it Immediately
Learn How it can help you at:

www.nydoo.com/massage
or CCaallll::  331100--993300--55888844

Yard Sales
HUGE RUMMAGE SALE
Sat 4/29 8am-2pm
St. Monica Elementary
1039 –7th St, SM, CA 
Park in school lot

Personals

��
Talk to a Model

24HRS.
877-EZ MARIA
877-396-2742

$10–17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

Notices
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

SYLVIA R. SEAVER
CASE NO. SP006805

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of SYL-
VIA R. SEAVER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by TODD F. SADOW in 
the Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that TODD F. SADOW be 
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent's WILL and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The WILL and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act with limited authority. (This 
authority will allow the personal rep-
resentative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal rep-
resentative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on 06/16/06 at 9:15AM in Dept. 
F located at 1725 Main St., Santa 
Monica, CA 90401
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at 
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a 
contingent creditor of the deceased, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
as provided in Probate Code section 
9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Special No-
tice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code Section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 

Notices
form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
ALBERTO J. CAMPAIN
2029 CENTURY PARK EAST 21ST
FL
LOS ANGELES CA 90067
4/20, 4/21, 4/27/06
CNS-956133#
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS

SELL YOUR 
CAR FAST!
Advertise your used car for sale in the 
only LOCAL DAILY newspaper in town.

$45FOR ONLY

1964 Pontiac Catalina
New Transmission, new paint job. 150K
original miles. Immaculate condition
inside. Kept in garage for many years.
Must see! 
$3,000 (310) 458-7737

Run it until it sells!*

Package includes:
■ Ad runs until your car sells. Period.*
■ Large format photograph.
■ 20 word description.
■ FREE online placement!

Call us today at
(310) 458-7737
Take advantage of this great offer.

Ad shown actual size

SAMPLE AD!

*Terms and conditions. Ad will run for thirty (30) consecutive
days. After 30 days, ad will expire and advertiser must call to sched-
ule a free renewal. Ads are renewed for an additional 2 weeks.
Advertiser must call within 5 days of ad expiration to renew. If renew-
al is placed after 5 days of ad expiration, advertiser must pay full price.
Photographs must be submitted digitally in JPG or TIFF format. Email
photographs to anniek@smdp.com. Photographs only appear on
print edition. 20 word description maximum; additional words 50
cents. Call for more details. Private parties only. Terms subject to
change without notice.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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ServiceDirectory
Promote your business in the only DAILY local newspaper in town.

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737Prepay your ad today!

Some restrictions may apply. 

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405

$89 A LEAK
Dependable Roofing

Flat and shingle roof expert.
Senior citizen discount 10-15%

(323) 216-6732  FREE ESTIMATES

Services

Financial

Insurance & Financial Services 

Are you
Covered?

Call 
Robertt F.. Schwenker
For More Information
Individual LIC # OE96620

661.607.9404
BKSCHWENKER@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Psychic/Medium

Private Readings

These

messages

can

change

your

lifE!

Psychic Medium
Laura Richard, Ph.D. 

8 1 8 . 9 8 1 . 1 4 2 5

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest.  Reliable.
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR

� CONCRETE 
� ROOFING
� PAVING
� PAINTING: INTERIOR/EXT
� EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION
� FENCES & BLOCK WALLS

Apartments, Residential, commercial

Competitive Pricing

Lic # 658486

Bonded & Insured
323.871.8869

Services

Moving

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. 

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Therapy

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

Johnn J.. McGrail,, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Services

Tutoring

EXPERT
TUTORING
SERVICES

Experienced, CA credentialed
teacher specializing in grades

K-5, all subjects.

Please call:
Courtney (310) 266-0667

Painting/Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

&DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior • Free Estimates

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting.com   LIC: 0002088305-0001-4

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom,, Interiorr 

andd Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Services

Residential &
Commercial

Int. & Ext. 
Texture & Drywall
Wood works &
Repair work 
Kitchen cabinet
Faux finish
Replace cabinet &
Counter top
Stucco work

Lic.# 825896
310.284.8333

Insurance

NEW
AUTO RATES!

Local Brentwood Office

Randy Wewetzer
Phone (310) 889-7134

Fax (310) 476-7464
License: #0E62092
rwewetzer@farmersagent.com

Renters - Auto - Home - Life

Handyman

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Services

Bookkeeping

S IMPL I FY
Experienced, Efficient, 

and Swift.

BOOKKEEPER

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

FOR HIRE

Quickbooks $Negotiable$.
Pick Up and Delivery

Call now to save!
(310) 264-0828

Visit us online at smdp.com

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip: Phone: (        )

Classification (Pets, Yard Sale, Etc...):

Ad Copy (attach copy if necessary)

__________ __________ __________ __________ __________ __________

__________ __________ __________ __________ __________ __________

__________ __________ __________ __________ __________ __________

__________ __________ __________ __________ __________ __________

__________ __________ __________ __________ __________ __________

Requested Start Date:    /    /          Requested End Date:    /    /        

Extras (Additional 20 cents/word):
❒ ALL CAPS ❒ bold ❒ italics 
❒ Box (.50/day) ❒ Reverse($1/day)

Payment:
❒ Visa ❒ Mastercard ❒ AMEX ❒ Check

___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___

Exp:     | 20           Check #:        

Make checks payable: Santa Monica Daily Press

NO CASH PLEASE

Signature:

Mail. Fax. Call. Email. Running your classified ad is easy!
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word. Mail.

Fill out this form and mail to:
1427 Third Street Promenade

Suite 202
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Fax.
Fill out this form and fax to:

(310) 576-9913
ATTN: Classifieds

Call.
Call Annie Kotok!

(310) 458-7737 Ext. 114

Email.
Email your ad to:
anniek@smdp.com

Call us with questions
(310)458-7737

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

INEXPENSIVE,, QUALITYY CARPETT CLEANING
residuee freee ** antii soilingg treatmentt ** 11 hourr dryy time

APARTMENTT SPECIAL:: $255 PERR ROOM.. 
FREEE HALLWAYY CLEANING

22   roomm minimum,, includess freee pre-vaccumingg 

Rob’ss Carpett Caree 310-729-2931
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