
Architects from mOrphosis
spent 10 weeks on proposal

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

MID CITY — A Santa Monica
architect is among five finalists com-
peting to build an Olympic Village to
help lure the Summer Games to New
York City in 2012.

The firm mOrphosis on Colorado
Boulevard was selected from more
than 130 architects around the world,
each vying to design the village plan-
ned for construction in Queens. Also
chosen were firms in Denmark,
London, The Netherlands and New
York City. A winner is expected to be
announced in late May.

A team of 20 architects, engineers,
consultants and assistants worked on
the mOrphosis proposal for more than
10 weeks. Their plan calls for 43 acres

of open space, a residential area
accommodating 16,000 athletes and
an 1,100-foot pier extending into the
East River.

“It was a great, really intense con-
ceptual design study,” said project
manager Paul Gonzales, 37. “What

Greed is good

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
The first person to accurately describe where this photo was
taken will receive two free tickets for Loews Cineplex
Broadway on the Third Street Promenade. An additional prize
will be awarded if the respondent can identify the animated
character depicted. E-mail answers to sack@smdp.com.

Car dealerships driven 
to improve their conditions

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL —  The future of
local car dealerships — the largest
sales tax contributors in Santa Monica
— is idling as officials test-drive a few
ideas on how to keep them from leav-
ing town.

One concept would have them relo-
cate to Olympic Boulevard, creating
Santa Monica’s own “auto dealer
mall.” Another idea is to permit them

to expand their operations, most of
which are situated on Santa Monica
Boulevard, by letting them build on
top of their showroom floors, or below
ground.

A slew of concepts were kicked
around by consultants, City Hall staff
and the Planning Commission on
Wednesday in an effort to not only
appease irritated residents who live
near existing dealerships, but also the
car companies who struggle in an
increasingly competitive market.

Residents and car dealerships have
been butting heads for years because

Auto dealership
debate revs up

By Daily Press staff

WILL ROGERS STATE BEACH — Officials spotted two
leopard sharks and a small great white or mako shark off of local
beaches on Friday.

The two leopard sharks were first seen by a police helicopter
between 10:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. off of Will Rogers State
Beach. The great white or mako shark was spotted about an hour
later up towards Topanga State Beach, said Garth Canning, a
spokesman for the Los Angeles County lifeguards.

Lifeguards immediately dispatched the Baywatch boat, which
was able to identify the two leopard sharks, both measuring
about three feet in length. Canning said the 4 and 1/2 foot great
white or mako shark, however, was harder to identify.

“It was difficult to tell, because the water was murky, but it was

Shark! Three predators
spotted off area beaches

It takes a Village:
SM firm has designs
on Olympics project

Rendering courtesy
The mOrphosis design submitted for
the Olympic Village in New York City
calls for 43 acres of open space and an
1,100-foot pier extending into the East
River from Queens West.
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Saudi businessman Saleh al-
Saiairi, 64, who has been mar-
ried to 58 women (but not more
than four at one time),
announced he would soon take
two more brides and was
preparing to randomly select the
two current wives he would
have to divorce (March). And
David Boyd announced as a can-
didate for the Canadian
Parliament, from Halifax, on a
platform of marriage reform,
specifically to permit same-sex,
group and human-android mar-
riages (March).

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
8, 15, 31, 33, 35

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 6, 3, 1
Evening picks: 1, 8, 3
DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 1, Gold Rush

2nd Place: 11, Money Bags
3rd Place: 4, Big Ben
Race Time: 1:45.03
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ You feel pressured to complete a

project, visit with an older relative or make a key
appearance. You could be stressed out and need
to cancel one of your “happenings.” Remember,
ultimately it is your life. Make plans according-
ly. Tonight: Out late.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You might want to steer clear

of a money issue and maximize relating right
now. A partner appears to be more willing to
communicate than he or she has in a long time.
Laughter surrounds a child or loved one. Run
with spontaneity. Tonight: Try different, be it a
place or happening.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★ Don’t make a situation more compli-

cated or permit it to evolve into a problem.
Stubbornness could backfire, especially with
key people in your life. Hear out another person
and consider his or her ideas (or at least pretend
to!). Tonight: Dinner for two.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You simply might be more fiery

than you need to be. Your perspective could
change rapidly if you allow some feedback from
key people in your life. Recognize that you
might have pushed yourself too hard. Take a
timeout. Tonight: Where your friends are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Sometimes another perspective

helps, even if we don’t want it. Loosen up and
don’t be so uptight about what others say. Do
something just for yourself and mellow out —
work out or maybe schedule a massage. Make
your well-being primary. Tonight: Work on
stress-free.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Your unpredictability takes you

in a new direction. You could be surprised by oth-
ers and their demands. Talks and creative solu-
tion-finding prove to be successful. Allow more
spice into your daily life. Tonight: Play away.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Go ahead and be lazy, Aries

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ You might want to clamp down on

someone who causes a change of plans. You gain
personal insights from a loved one. The unexpect-
ed hits on the home front. You cannot control what
occurs; ride with it. Tonight: Be lazy for a change.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Others push you to the fringes,

especially with finances. How you express your-
self reflects in others’ reactions. You see a friend
in a different light because of his or her actions.
Be more in touch with your expectations.
Tonight: Out and about.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Others push very hard to get what

they want. Your fiery nature comes out when
dealing with a controversial personality. Avoid
losing your temper if possible. Be careful with
money. An authority figure could act up.
Tonight: Indulge and treat yourself.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Stay even if you want to lash out at

someone who appears to be a problem.
Expressing what you want opens doors in an
unanticipated manner. Know what you want, and
you’ll land just where you would like to — ulti-
mately. Tonight: Beam in who and what you want.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★ Learn when to cut your losses, espe-

cially with a loved one you care a lot about. A
child or new relationship finds you in the middle
of a struggle. Look at what you want ultimately,
and you will succeed. Realize that others admire
how you handle yourself. Tonight: Vanish early.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Friends seek you out, and you want

to be with them. The stir that this causes with a
parent, roommate or family member might not
be pleasant. Distance yourself from the uproar
and do what suits you. Understand where others
are coming from. Tonight: Where the gang is.
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boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com

SATURDAY 7:33 0.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

SUNDAY 8:47 0.5 N/A N/A 12:10 4.6 N/A N/A

MONDAY 10:11 0.5 N/A N/A 1:06 4.2 N/A N/A

TUESDAY 11:16 0.4 11:24 3.0 2:46 4.0 7:04 3.6

WEDNESDAY N/A N/A 12:03 0.3 4:31 4.0 7:10 3.9

THURSDAY 12:21 2.5 12:39 0.2 5:45 4.1 7:24 4.3

FRIDAY 1:03 1.8 1:11 0.2 6:42 4.3 7:41 4.7

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Look for a mix of fading NW wind and ground swell and fading SW swell
today. Northern LA spots see 1-3’ surf at many breaks and more consistent
waist-high waves at top spots. South Bay breaks also average 1-3’ wind swell
waves, with some chest-high sets at best NW breaks in the north half of the
bay. Winds will be light and variable in the morning and will build out of the
W to NW in the 10-15 knot range through the afternoon. 

OUTLOOK: By Sunday, the first in a series of SW swells will start to
arrive, bringing waist- to shoulder-high surf at the better exposed breaks by
the afternoon. Those waves will hold into Monday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at
your local break.

Today the
water Is:

57 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
On a role: SMC hosts ‘entertaining’ talks
By Daily Press staff

Character actor Basil Hoffman and producer-screenwriter Dan Bucatinsky will be
guest speakers as part of Santa Monica College’s Mary Pickford Speakers Series.

Hoffman will speak Monday, May 3, and Bucatinsky will speak Monday, May
10. Both talks will be held in the SMC Academy of Entertainment & Technology
Screening Room, located at 1660 Stewart St. 

The free lectures will focus on the careers of the two men.
Hoffman has been seen in hundreds of commercials and TV shows, as well as

more than 40 film roles, including “Down With Love,” starring Renée Zellweger
and Ewan McGregor.

Bucatinsky and actress Lisa Kudrow are founders of Is or Isn’t Entertainment, a
production company developing new television shows and series. He also is a film
and TV actor whose credits include “Friends” and “Frasier.” 

The Mary Pickford Speakers Series, which focuses on “the story” in all its
aspects, features leaders and experts in the entertainment business, covering topics
like auditions, casting and production. The series is designed to draw public atten-
tion to the variety of instructional programs and opportunities at SMC’s Academy of
Entertainment & Technology.

Seating is on a first-arrival basis. For more information, call (310) 434-3777.

From Pilates to prayer
By Daily Press staff

Everything from Pilates to prayer will be open in May to Santa Monicans. 
■ Learn Pilates during a two-day clinic. The clinic will run Saturday, May 1, from 8

a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, May 2, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the YWCA at 2019 14th St. 
The cost is $299. To register, call 1-800-AEROBIC, or visit at www.ndeita.com.
■ Stories and puppet shows for children ages 3-7 will take place Tuesday, May

4 at 3:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. at the Ocean Park Library, located at 2601 Main St. 
Tickets are free, but are given out on a first-arrival basis. Space is limited, and

there are no phone reservations. 
For more information, call (310) 392-3804.
■ The 14th annual Westside observance of the National Day of Prayer will be

held at 7 a.m. on May 6 on the front lawn of Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main St.
“Let Freedom Ring: The Freedom to Gather, the Freedom to Worship, the Freedom
to Pray” is this year’s theme. 

Prayers will be offered for community and national leaders, the armed forces,
family, personal renewal and churches and ministry organizations. An optional
breakfast (suggested donation $5) will begin at 6:30 a.m. on the City Hall lawn. 

For more information, call (310) 656-5221.
■ Laura Larsen, a registered nurse and author of “Facing the Final Mystery: A

Guidebook for Discussing End-of-Life Issues Now,” will discuss how dealing with
our mortality — regardless of age — can bring purpose, presence and joy to our
lives and to those around us. 

The free event takes place April 29 from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Santa Monica
Family YMCA, 1332 Sixth St. 

Early bird catches the worm at SMC
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College has announced it has moved summer and fall semester regis-
tration dates to make it easier for prospective and continuing students to enroll in classes.

Registration for summer session classes has been moved up two weeks and will
begin Monday for continuing students and May 10 for new students. The summer
session begins June 21.

Enrollment for fall semester classes has been moved up more than a month and

will begin June 1 for continuing students and June 29 for new students. The fall semes-
ter begins Aug. 30.

The change is part of a campaign to expand course offerings and to make the appli-
cation, enrollment and orientation process more user-friendly, college officials said.

The online application process has been designed to provide instant information on
financial aid, assessment testing, counseling and orientation, said Teresita Rodriguez,
acting dean of enrollment services.

The college also will be opening a new one-stop welcome center in the student cafe-
teria where new students will be able to enroll in classes, receive counseling, pay fees,
apply for financial aid and sign up for campus tours. 

The center will open June 28 and will remain open through the first two weeks of
the fall semester.

The admissions office hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday and Thursday; 9
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday and 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Friday.

For information and registration, go to http://www.smc.edu or call (310) 434-4380.
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■ “SMRR and the various apartment
owners associations’ new agenda should
be an agenda based on integrity. The
majority of buildings in Santa Monica are
known in the building trade as stick and
wallboard — the very least expensive
form of construction, which offers very
little value to the consumer for rent dol-
lars paid. SMRR should concentrate on
the thousands of units that are being held
off the market to give the illusion of a
housing shortage. By doing so, it keeps
rental prices high.”

■ “SMRR has outlived it’s usefulness
in spades and a change is long overdue.
Once again, the real problems of the city
are being ignored. The city has been in
such a steady decline I wonder if we will
ever be the Santa Monica we used to be.”

■ “SMRR has done enough damage
to the city. I think they should be packed
up with the professional beggars, bums
and nutcases and thrown out of town.”

■ “When an organization claiming to
act on behalf of renters’ rights has turned
into a front for a parcel tax, it is time to

change to a more honest name.”

■ “I am so sorry SMRR has been in
power as long as they have. I used to be
a landlord here. I think that SMRR
should concentrate on cleaning up the
city and cleaning themselves up too.”

■ “I think SMRR should start concen-
trating on the betterment of living for
Santa Monica citizens. Priorities 1-10 are
as follows: One, get rid of the homeless
in Santa Monica; two through 10, get rid
of the homeless in Santa Monica. That
should get the tourists back here and
boost the economy while making the tax-
paying citizens happy. How about it?”

■ “Tenants here are charged a rent-
control fee of $132 a year. Los Angeles
tenants pay $7 a year. Is it a renter’s right
to pay more here than in LA? I think they
should stop deceiving tenants by telling
them that unless SMRR candidates are
elected, rent control will be gutted and
people will be thrown from their homes.
This is a deliberate lie. The truth is that
SMRR is a group of con artists using fear
tactics to maintain power for 25 years. If

it disappeared tomorrow it would make
no difference to citizens here.”

■ “It’s true that rent control was origi-
nally meant for seniors who were on a fixed
income. It has become the greediest system
there is. I see pros and cons. I see people
with money who were able to buy into
apartments, jack up rents and flat out rob
people. I, myself, tried to sue a landlord and
was threatened by an attorney until my life
was miserable. I am a senior on a fixed
income who can’t really afford to move,
and I know that if I did, the rent would be
raised to three times what it is now.”

■ “SMRR should be focused on edu-
cation for the students of our district. The
quality of our education has declined dra-
matically and this should be the very first
thing on the agenda.”

■ “SMRR should be immediately
focused with leaving town. They have
already ruined everything.”

■ “SMRR should shift their focus to
removing the homeless from our streets.
I hereby challenge the SMRR to push for
actions to make our city look and espe-
cially smell better.”

Turn out the lights, the party’s over
This past week, Q-line asked: 

“What should SMRR focus on now?”
Here are your responses:

I feel bad for New York Yankee fans.
The baseball season’s just started, but it’s
already over for them. The team not only
lost their opening game, but they’ve lost a
few since then, too. Obviously, they aren’t
going to have a perfect season. Using their
owner, George Steinbrenner’s logic, no
matter what else happens this year, this
season is a failure.

By any standard other than the one
used by Steinbrenner, the Yankees did
very well last year. They beat their rival,
the Boston Red Sox to win the American
League Championship and get into the
World Series. Then they lost the Series in
six games. However, Steinbrenner was
outraged since the Yankees hadn’t won a
World Series since way back in 2000.  

To someone who roots for a team that
hasn’t won a World Series since 1908 —
the Chicago Cubs — that complaint

sounded a bit greedy.  
It was like the guy who won $50 mil-

lion in the lottery two years ago, but cries
that he hasn’t won anything “lately.” (By
the way, these same Cubs always seem to
have a pretty good following, win or
lose). Nonetheless, Steinbrenner reacted
to the Yankees’ “disastrous” season as he
always does — with his checkbook. He
hired some of the best and most expensive
players available.

The Yankees already had the largest
payroll in baseball last year, but now they
really have the largest payroll. Yankee
players will get an estimated $183 to $190
million in salary this year. Only three
teams have payrolls half that. With play-
ers and a payroll like that, Steinbrenner
has forced Yankee fans to have ridiculous
expectations. Each loss must be a humili-
ation for them.

The Yankees spent the most money last
year, and they didn’t win it all. So, there’s
no guarantee that money will be able to
buy a championship this year, either.

What will Steinbrenner do then? Will
he spend even more money to get even
more of the game’s best players? Will he
start paying them billions instead of mil-
lions? Maybe he’ll buy the other ballparks

and not allow other teams to use them.
Maybe he’ll buy all the bats and balls in
the world, so only his team will have them.

This brings us to the whole question of
what is the fun in being a Yankee fan, any-
way? If your team is expected to win it all
and it meets that expectation, where’s the
thrill? I understand why it must’ve been
exciting for Florida Marlins’ fans when
their underdog team won the World Series
last year. It’s human nature to root for
David over Goliath. But what do Goliath
fans get out of the experience? 

I know it’s more fun to see your team
win than lose, but at what point does it
become meaningless? Let’s say I chal-
lenged my neighbor and two of his friends
to play three-on-three basketball. If I hired
Kevin Garnet and Shaquille O’Neal to
play alongside me, my team would proba-
bly win every time. But what would it
prove? How many more Alex
Rodriguezes does Steinbrenner have to
hire before it’s overkill?  It might be
enjoyable to watch the Harlem
Globetrotters beat the Washington
Generals once in a while, but would it
really be fun to go to every game and
watch them win 162 in a row? Every
year? I guess it would be for Steinbrenner.

There are many unpredictable things in
a baseball season — injuries, a ball takes
a funny bounce, a fan sticks his hand
where he shouldn’t, players age before
they were expected to, young players
become great before they were expected
to, or a player with more heart than talent
wins a game. These kinds of things prob-
ably drive Steinbrenner crazy, because he
can’t control them with a spreadsheet.
And of course, these unpredictable, very
human things are exactly why baseball is
so much fun.

So, Steinbrenner and the Yankees
aren’t going to achieve their perfect 162
game-winning season this year. Ironically,
Steinbrenner is going to have to echo the
oft-heard chant of the traditionally hapless
Chicago Cubs: “Wait till next year.”
Actually, I’ll bet there are a few other
things he could learn from the Cubs. 

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com).

Throwing more money at the Yankees won’t help them
MODERN

TIMES
By Lloyd Garver

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com



As a student at Santa Monica College,
I began to see a pattern. I consistently had
instructors, even in introductory level
General Education courses, that had
PhDs, oftentimes from Ivy League univer-
sities. In my experience, few people in the
community are aware of the incredible
quality of the professors at SMC, and
more controversially, the school’s increas-
ing emphasis on core academic subjects
as opposed to vocational programming.

As most students know, having a top-
notch degree is not an assurance of being
a good teacher per se, however, the
instructors I had at SMC from Ivy League
backgrounds  lived up to their glittering
credentials. The high ratio of instructors at
SMC with PhDs is remarkable, given that
teaching at the community college level
usually just requires a Master’s degree.
Over time, the school has built a reputa-
tion that has attracted ambitious students
from all over LA and highly qualified aca-
demics that love teaching.

A couple of experiences stand out in
particular for me. I took a beginner’s oil
painting class in the art department, only
to find that my professor had taught at
USC prior to coming to SMC. My anthro
professor had a PhD from UCLA and
wrote part of a PBS series. My journalism
instructor graduated from Cornell before
spending 20 years as a reporter for the LA
Times, and my Astronomy 101 professor
has a PhD in chemical physics from
UCLA, and worked under a Nobel
Laureate on a project at the South Pole.

At SMC, every department has their
generous share of academic standouts.
According to the Department Chair Merle
Arnold, the Physical Sciences wing alone
has professors with degrees from MIT,
Yale, Princeton, Brown and, of course, the
UC system.

At many four-year universities, lower-
division classes are mostly comprised of
100-200 other students, with discussion
sections led by grad students.  

At SMC, it is common to be taught by
a PhD holder in a class of 15-30  people.
My aforementioned astronomy professor,
Simon Balm, said, “At a research univer-
sity, you are given a salary to teach. The
problem is you are evaluated based on
your research and you are always at odds
with that, with the pressure to keep gener-
ating papers. I enjoyed the teaching so
much that I couldn’t be a bad teacher.
That’s why I came to SMC. You can con-
centrate on teaching and still have time to
do research.”

“I think there are two kinds of profes-
sors here,” said English professor and
Berkeley PhD holder Judith Remmes,
“Those that happen upon it, and those that
target the community college system.” 

Remmes is clearly in the latter category.
“I believe in the system,” she said.

“I’m a product of it. I’m a product of this
very school.” 

The professor said she graduated at the
bottom of her class in high school and
flunked out of SMC her first time around.
She  returned a decade later, and with the
inspiration of several SMC professors,
earned her first A, uncovering a love of
ideas and of academia.  

“I always knew I was coming back to a
community college,” she said. 

Community colleges frequently have
the reputation of being places where stu-

dents go who can’t afford or are unpre-
pared for four-year college work. While
students do indeed attend for a variety of
reasons, professors emphasize that, in
reality, SMC has become a place that stu-
dents seek out for its academic reputation
and affordability.

Chemistry Professor Peggy Kline, a
graduate of Brown who has been at SMC
since 1988 said, “I would put my best stu-
dents against the top students anywhere.
They don’t have to be here for academic
reasons. They’re here because they want
to be, not because the couldn’t get in else-
where. And the students are not just com-
ing from nearby affluent areas. I had one
student recently who took two trains and a
bus to get here.”

School administrators seem to be
focusing on the school’s success as a
transfer vehicle for the local UC system.
All of the professors that were consulted
for this article have said that they are quite
satisfied with the trajectory
of the academic quality of
the school, and that they do
not feel that the conflicts of
the past year will have a sig-
nificant long-term effect on
their particular program.

There is an overarching
concern among the faculty,
however, that with the elim-
ination of some of the
school’s vocational pro-
gramming and other issues
stemming from the budget
cuts, that diversity may be
adversely affected in the
long run.

The faculty at Santa
Monica College reflects the
long-term academic quality
that the school has been able

to achieve. While Santa Monica College
is clearly a leader in preparatory academ-
ic coursework, there is still some mystery
about how the school’s character will
evolve.

The community has a responsibility to
weigh in on the discussion in clarifying
the school’s vision. It is vital that commu-
nity members are aware of the value of
this incredible resource, so that they will
be able to both use it and protect it. In the
meantime, SMC will continue to build its
dream team roster of creative, dynamic,
hyperqualified instructors to serve their
students. 

I encourage every Santa Monica resi-
dent to take advantage.

(Deborah Helt is a senior in the urban
studies and planning program at Cal State
Northridge who attended SMC. She is a
musician and former community organiz-
er who now lives in Echo Park.)
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We can all learn from top-shelf teachers at SMC
Guest 

Commentary
By Deborah Helt

DID YOU KNOW?: Men lose about 40 hairs a day. Women lose about 70.

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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&People Places

Diane Margolin/Special to the Daily Press

The Santa Monica Breakfast Club, a local service organization, held a special
meeting at the 17th St. Cafe on April 21. Each April, club members invite husbands

and guests to hear a guest speaker.
R. Duke Blackwood, the director
of the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library and Museum in the Simi
Valley, gave a behind-the-scenes
look at the operations of the
library and museum. The staff
deals with private and public
fundraising, as well as educational
programs, temporary exhibits and
speakers who talk about issues
that were important to President
Reagan. The primary focus of the
Santa Monica Breakfast Club is to
provide free dental care for chil-
dren whose families are unable to
afford it.

Breakfast Club gets bookish

Playing in a traveling band
Diane Margolin/Special to the Daily Press

The Santa Monica High School Symphony was invited to play in three European
cities during its spring break, from April 4-13. They performed in Vienna, Austria, and
Brno and Prague, both in the Czech Republic. Orchestra members are shown below
during a visit to a concentration camp in Prague.

(From left) Sunil Parekh, Sharwin Tafazoli, Zachary, their tour guide, conductor Vince
Gomez, Sima Namiri, concertmaster Jerzy Fischer and Joey Naim.

Seth Kotok/Special to the Daily Press

Clockwise from top:
Local artist Matthew Heller leans
against Santa Monica Ford’s
newest  F-150, with his recent
work placed in truckbed.

Heather Peters, who is running for
Assembly for District 14, chats it
up with George Collins, a local
attorney, at the Santa Monica
Chamber of Commerce’s mixer
last week.

Dr. Michael Gruning, chairman of
the board of directors for the
Chamber of Commerce, listens as
Santa Monica Ford Dealership’s
Ron Davis speaks to a packed
crowd on his showroom floor last
week.

Nearly 100 chamber members
‘mixed’ it up at the gathering at
Santa Monica Ford on Santa
Monica Boulevard. There was still
enough room on the showroom
floor to admire the new T-Bird.

Above: (From left) R. Duke Blackwood, direc-
tor of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
and Museum; Evelyn Guer-boian, president of
the Santa Monica Breakfast Club; and Guer-
boian’s husband Eddie.

Right: (From left) John Danley and Shirley
Danley, past president of the Breakfast Club,
and current treasurer Andrea Engstrom.

Ford theater:
SM Chamber
gets into ‘mix’
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most showrooms are located squarely
within neighborhoods. Residents com-
plain about noisy repair work, lighting, a
lack of parking, the unloading of new cars
and customer test-drives through their
neighborhoods, to name a few.

Car dealership owners are similarly dis-
satisfied because they can’t expand, have lit-
tle room to operate as it is and have no park-
ing for their employees or customers, not to
mention a place to put park their inventory.

The average size of a dealership in
Santa Monica is 1.4 acres. However, the
standard for the industry in other areas is
between five and 10 acres, according to
dealership owners.

Not having enough space to store the
inventory creates a burden for the com-
munity as a whole because they are forced
to store cars in garages and parking lots
throughout the city. As a result, dealers
must haul cars back and forth routinely,
dealers say. 

And customers expect new cars to be
on the property — not elsewhere. Mike
Sullivan, who owns four car dealerships
in Santa Monica, said consumers buy cars
that they see on the showroom floor.

“You wouldn’t put up with it as a con-
sumer if you were expected to drive to
Santa Monica Airport to look at a car,” he
told the Planning Commission.

What to do with the automotive industry
in Santa Monica has been on the minds of
elected officials and dealership owners for
years. In 2001, a group of dealers hired a
consultant to outline their issues and pres-
ent a plan to city leaders that would give
them more freedom to operate their busi-
nesses. City Hall then hired two consult-
ants — at a cost of $119,000 — to evaluate
the feasibility of the dealerships’ study.

Based on numerous meetings with
community groups, city staff and dealer-
ship owners, City Hall’s consultants
determined much of the complaints the
auto industry and the public had were
valid. They also determined that while
Santa Monica dealerships have increased
revenue over the last few years, it has not
increased at the rate experienced by larg-
er auto mall dealerships.

“The report points to a pressing need
for the city to revise its policies in some
way in order to retain these businesses
and their tax contributions in the coming
years,” city staff wrote in a memo to the
Planning Commission. 

New car sales generated about $5 mil-
lion in sales taxes for Santa Monica in
2003. Auto leases accounted for another
$1.2 million, according to Dave Carr, assis-
tant city treasurer. Auto dealerships are the
largest tax generator in the city, he added.

Santa Monica dealerships are up
against the consolidation of dealerships
into large chains, which sell several
brands of cars in one place, creating
what’s known as “auto rows.” They can
be found in Van Nuys and Glendale, and
are used by dealerships to pool their
advertising together and make it more
convenient for consumers.

Local dealership owners also say the
city’s regulations and codes are too com-
plex to understand, making it difficult to
do business here. 

The only real solutions consultants
came up with is to allow the auto dealer-
ships to either redevelop or relocate their
properties in Santa Monica. But there are
problems with both scenarios, according
to dealership representatives, neighbors
and planning commission members.

It would be costly for dealerships to
move to Olympic Boulevard and it’s
unknown whether there is enough land to
even create an “auto row.” Furthermore,
enclosing the existing dealerships and
building more stories also would be costly,
particularly if they go below the ground.

“The idea to redevelop below grade is
impossible,” Sullivan said. “The economics
are just not going to happen in most cases ...
the smaller lots simply can’t afford it.”

And from some residents’ point of
view, allowing neighboring dealerships to
build two or three stories on top of their
facilities would obstruct views and wipe
out their privacy.

That’s how Brad Cooper, who lives on
Ninth Street, feels living near Infinity of
Santa Monica. He said he has gotten no
response from management there on any
of his complaints over the years.

“They could not care less about the res-
idents,” he said, adding he’s lived in his
neighborhood for 11 years. “I personally
don’t trust what these people say.”

But Sullivan, who owns Toyota, Lexus
and Volkswagen, said the biggest issue fac-
ing the auto dealers is the lack of parking.

“Until we get parking, we are not
going to be good neighbors,” he said,
adding the proposals don’t go far enough.
“We have to address the problems for
keeping us here functioning in the com-
petitive market we’re in.”

Auto dealership proposals
still in need of tinkering
DEALERS, from page 1

probably mako or great white,” Canning said. “That size of either animal is, again,
not a danger to people, as long as people aren’t aggravating it.

“We have no beach closures, we have no advisories,” he added. “This is an ordi-
nary occurrence. Animals like this are in the area all year-round. It’s only because the
sun is out, there’s more people around and the water has cleared up a little that the peo-
ple can see them. Otherwise, this is an everyday occurrence.”

There has never been a shark attack in Santa Monica Bay and Canning added that
beachgoers are far more likely to die in a car accident or be struck by lightning than
they are likely to be attacked by a shark.

— John Wood

Sharks linger beneath surface
SIGHTINGS, from page 1

“The idea to 
redevelop below grade is

impossible.”

— MIKE SULLIVAN
Auto dealership owner
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we’re trying to do is give a kind of singu-
lar strong statement that represents the
integrity of the Olympic spirit through
trying to give a prominent visual across
the East River.”

Details of the plan reveal oceanfront
restaurants, wetlands and Olympic event
areas that later could be made into urban
centers with theaters, grocery stores and
gyms. The concept is billed as sustainable
development, meaning it would maximize
the use of recycled materials, employ
renewable energy sources, and use
advanced waste and water management
programs.

The site of the proposed village is in
Queens West, directly across the East
River from the United Nations building in
Manhattan. More than half of the 4,500
apartments proposed by mOrphosis are
what’s called through-units, with views of
both the city and the Olympic Village
parklands. Nearly every unit has a view of
at least one of these sights, according to
the designs.

Though a cost consultant was hired to
work on the project with mOrphosis, the

firm declined to release cost estimates,
saying those figures will be kept private
until a winner is selected.

After being named a finalist,
mOrphosis designers met with officials
twice to craft their plans. In March, they
submitted two models, along with draw-
ings, elevations and renderings to New
York City Mayor Mike Bloomberg and
officials from NYC2012, the group
organizing the push for the Olympics.

Organizers hope the winning plan will
catch the eye of officials from the
International Olympic Committee. The
IOC is set to select a host city for the 2012
Summer Games on July 6, 2005, in
Singapore, said Laz Benitez, a spokesman.

Rendering courtesy
A wetland estuary is a key component of the mOrphosis Olympic Village design, along
with renewable energy sources and advanced waste and water management systems.

Area architects are in a New York state of mind
DESIGN, from page 1

“It was a great,
really intense conceptual

design study.”

— PAUL GONZALES
Project manager, mOrphosis

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
rreleaseseleases
Email to:Email to:

sack@smdp.com sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press



STATE
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Weekend Edition, April 24/25, 2004 ❑ Page 9

BY GARY GENTILE 
AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES — For the past few
years, the adult film industry has operated
on a closed set of sorts, with many actors
preferring to work within the confines of
a few San Fernando Valley communities
using a system of testing that made them
feel relatively safe from AIDS. 

The recent news that actor Darren
James contracted the HIV virus while film-
ing in Brazil and infected at least one other
person upon his return has uncovered an
open secret no one has wanted to confront. 

Adult film companies often shoot
movies in exotic locations like Brazil,
Budapest and Prague, in part to save
money on less expensive local talent, in
part to find new faces to fill the voracious
demand for adult films. 

But those trips come with a price that
has gone unpaid until now. 

“You have such a strict situation here
with the testing,” said Suze Randall, a
photographer who has recently begun pro-
ducing adult films. “We all felt safe and all
of a sudden this came from left field.” 

Many countries do not require AIDS
testing for adult film actors or they require
unsophisticated tests that fail to uncover
the HIV virus for up to six months, indus-
try observers say. Actors often have filmed
sex immediately after returning to the
United States, potentially infecting others. 

James performed with 13 actresses
before a blood test last week showed he
was HIV-positive. One of his partners,
Lara Roxx, also tested HIV positive.
More than 60 performers who had contact
with the two have been barred by the
industry pending new blood tests, and
more than 30 companies halted produc-
tion indefinitely. 

The industry has regulated itself suc-
cessfully for the past four years through
the creation of the Adult Industry Medical
Health Care Foundation. AIM administers
tough tests — called PCRDNA or poly-
mearase chain reaction deoxyribo nucleic
acid tests — which can detect the HIV
virus within 30 days of exposure. 

The adult film industry requires its tal-
ent to be tested every 30 days and actors
are supposed to ask fellow actors for their
test results before each performance. 

The system has lulled many actors into
thinking they are safe having sex without
a condom. 

“In any country that has PCRDNA test-
ing, I’m comfortable if that’s what the tal-
ent wants to do,” said Patrick Collins,
owner of Elegant Angel Productions. 

Some of the larger production compa-
nies, such as Vivid Entertainment and
Wicked Pictures, require condom use. 

Most others do not, thinking that
movies with unprotected sex sell better.
Performers sometimes are paid more for
such scenes. 

Los Angeles County health officials on
Tuesday asked the state Division of
Occupational Health and Safety to look
into working conditions at the production
company that hired Roxx. 

“We have received a complaint on the
issue and are opening an investigation”
that could take up to six months, Cal-
OSHA spokeswoman Susan Gard said. 

If the agency finds that employees
were exposed to serious health dangers it

could issue fines of up to $25,000 per
incident, she added. 

In addition, county health officials
Tuesday ordered the health care founda-
tion to turn over the real names of the
infected stars and their confidential med-
ical records. The county is trying to deter-
mine whether the actors might have
spread HIV into the community. 

Sharon Mitchell, the foundation’s
executive director, said she complied
although she was “not happy about it.” 

“The upside of this whole thing is we’ll
find out once and for all just how much of
the porn population is spreading (HIV) into
the general population, if any,” she said. 

The adult film industry includes about
200 companies employing about 6,000
workers, of which 1,200 are actors,
according to Jack Kyser, chief economist
for the Los Angeles Economic
Development Corp. 

It is estimated that as many as 11,000
videos — 4,000 new videos and 7,000
compiled videos — DVDs and other prod-
ucts are made each year. Estimates on the
economic power of the industry vary from
$4.4 billion to as much as $10 billion. 

Over the past 10 years or so, an
increasing number of those productions
have been made overseas. In some cases,
production companies fly their regular
stable of actors to exotic locations such as
Hawaii or Mexico. 

“You can only see the same people so
many times and you can only see the same
view of the San Fernando Valley so many
times,” said Steven Hirsch, co-chairman
of Vivid Entertainment. 

In most cases, a company will fly its
male actors to the foreign location, then
recruit local female talent. 

“It’s the same reason why they shoot
films in Canada — costs are lower,” said
Tim Connelly, editor of Adult Video
News, a trade magazine. 

“With 11,000 movies coming out
annually, you try to get different people.
It’s the girls who drive the market and you
try to get different women.” 

The biggest cost of adult films is
salaries. An unknown actress gets paid
anywhere between $300 and $1,000 for a
day’s work, Connelly said. Most films are
shot in a single day. Top female stars
make $5,000 per day or more. 

Filming overseas can cut those costs by
two-thirds, Connelly said. 

Brazil has a thriving adult film industry
of its own and pornographic movies are
widely available at corner newsstands. 

There is no law there requiring adult
film actors to use condoms, said Joao
Paulo Borges, an aide to a Brazilian legis-
lator who has proposed such a rule. But
most local performers wear them anyway,
he said. 

The adult film industry is lobbying leg-
islators to leave it self-regulated and is
considering requiring that all actors
returning from overseas wait 30 days
before returning to work. 

Whatever the solution, something
needs to be done quickly, adult film
actress Shay Sights said. 

“I don’t think anyone should be shoot-
ing anywhere without a PCRDNA test,”
she said. 

“It’s cheaper for them. But should it be
a matter of money when lives are on the
line?” 

Overseas productions poses
threat to health of porn stars
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Be Early So You
Won’t Be

Disappointed!

2 LOCATIONS

BY SETH HETTENA
Associated Press Writer 

SAN DIEGO — Two California water
agencies are seeking $500 million for a
decade’s worth of water that they say the
federal government failed to deliver in
what critics view as the latest attempt to
use a little-known court to challenge
western water policy. 

Two San Joaquin County water agen-
cies say that since 1993 the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation has failed to deliver 37.5
million gallons a year from New Melones
Dam, according to a complaint filed this
week in the Court of Federal Claims in
Washington, D.C. 

Much of the water was used to meet
state and federal environmental regula-
tions on salinity and federally protected
fish in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta,
according to the lawsuit. 

Jeff McCracken, a spokesman for the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, said he had
not seen the lawsuit and declined to com-
ment. 

The Stockton East Water District and
Central San Joaquin Water Conservation
District supply water to more than 320,000
residents and 130,000 acres of San
Joaquin County farmland. Stockton East
spent $65 million to build tunnels and
aqueducts to carry water it rarely receives. 

“The system is bone dry most of the
time,” said Kevin Kauffman, general
manager of Stockton East. 

Nancie G. Marzulla, the attorney for
the water districts, said the Bureau of
Reclamation signed contracts in 1983 to
provide the water, got California to agree
to the deliveries and then “took the money

and ran.” 
The San Joaquin case is the third such

case to emerge from California and
Oregon in the Court of Federal Claims in
recent years. 

Farmers in the Klamath Basin along
the California-Oregon border are seeking
$100 million for water the Bureau of
Reclamation used in 2001 to protect
endangered suckers and threatened coho
salmon. 

In December, a judge awarded $26
million to farmers in Kern and Tulare
Counties for water they lost in an effort in
the early 1990s to save two rare fish. The
Justice Department has not said whether it
will appeal. 

Critics have called the claims a stealth
attack on the environment. 

“The purpose of these suits is simply a
backdoor attack on environmental laws,”
Barry Nelson, a senior policy analyst with
the National Resources Defense Council,
said in a recent interview. 

The plaintiffs in all three claims are
represented by Roger and Nancie
Marzulla, a husband-and-wife team of
attorneys who in 1991 founded the
Washington, D.C.-based Defenders of
Property Rights. Interior Secretary Gale
Norton was on the group’s advisory board
until she was nominated by President
Bush to the Cabinet. 

The Marzullas contend that the diver-
sion of water constitute a “taking” or
intrusion of the farmers’ private property
rights. The Fifth Amendment to the
Constitution prohibits the government
from taking private property without fair
payment. 

Thirst for justice: Water
agencies file $500M suit 

By The Associated Press

HUNTINGTON BEACH — Dozens
of apartments were illegally converted
into condominiums in recent years and
unwitting buyers will each have to pay
more than $7,000 in fees, officials said. 

Additionally, sellers could be prose-
cuted for the illegal conversions. 

The city has so far identified 25 to 40
four-unit buildings that apparently were
illegally converted as early as 1998,
planning director Howard Zelefsky said
this week. City Attorney Jennifer
McGrath said there may be more. 

“There are a lot of people impacted
by this who are not aware of this,” she
said. 

The current property owners were
probably unaware that they bought for-
mer apartments without the required city

permits and approvals for the conver-
sion, McGrath said. They will be noti-
fied by mail next month. 

To help the homeowners, she said,
the city is taking steps including possi-
ble changes to the zoning code that
would permit “most, if not all” of the
properties to meet the code. 

“The way it's written right now, they
can't,” she said. 

The owners must pay more than
$7,000 in city permit fees, however. 

The conversions are a concern to the
city, Zelefsky said, because they threat-
en to upset the balance between rental
and owner-occupied property in the city. 

“The law was written to make it diffi-
cult to make condo conversions”
because the city needs a healthy mix of
both, he said. 

Con-Doh! Buyers unaware
they owe city permit fees
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BY JIM WASSERMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — California should ban the use of
15,000 touch-screen voting machines made by Diebold
Election Systems from the Nov. 2 general election, an
advisory panel to Secretary of State Kevin Shelley rec-
ommended this week. 

By an 8-0 vote, the state’s Voting Systems and
Procedures Panel recommended that Shelley cease the
use of the machines, saying that Texas-based Diebold has
performed poorly in California and its machines mal-
functioned in the state’s March 2 primary election, turn-
ing away many voters in San Diego County. 

The recommendation affects 15,000 Diebold touch-
screen machines in San Diego, Solano, Kern and San
Joaquin counties. 

Thousands more machines made by Diebold and other
manufacturers in 10 other counties are unaffected,
although the panel is to make a recommendation regard-
ing them next Wednesday. 

The panel’s decision has national implications for the
voting machine maker, coming as states plan to spend bil-
lions of dollars to upgrade election equipment in the wake
of the disputed 2000 presidential election in Florida. 

If Shelley follows through with the recommendation,
the affected counties would have to revert to paper bal-
lots, specifically those marked by filling in ovals which
are read by electronic scanners. The prospects of starting
anew just months before a presidential election prompted
outcries from more than a dozen voting officials
statewide who would have to buy voting booths, ballot
boxes, marking supplies, card readers and more scanners
while retraining poll workers. 

“We sold all of our voting booths to Los Angeles
County. We sold our surplus card readers to smaller
counties,” said Riverside County Registrar of Voters
Mischelle Townsend, who estimated costs of reverting to
paper at $2.5 million. 

Diebold was disappointed and disagreed with the rec-
ommendation, said its marketing director, Mark Radke.
The company will quickly write a report outlining its
objections to Shelley, who has until April 30 to make a
final decision. 

The vote doesn’t affect thousands of Diebold optical
scan machines that read marked ballot cards in 17 counties.
Nor does it affect an earlier generation of 4,000 Diebold
touch-screen machines in Alameda and Plumas counties. 

In addition to the ban, panel members recommended
that a secretary of state’s office report released Wednesday,
detailing alleged failings of Diebold in California, be for-
warded to the state attorney general’s office to consider
civil and criminal charges against the company. 

Diebold Election Systems is an affiliate of Ohio-based
Diebold, Inc., a leading ATM machine maker supplying
banks in North and South America. 

Panel member Marc Carrel, an assistant secretary of
state, said he was “disgusted” by Diebold, which has
“been jerking us around.” The company, he said, has dis-
enfranchised voters in California and undermined confi-

dence in the new and developing technology of touch-
screen voting. 

Local elections officials in Kern, San Diego and San
Joaquin counties, which use Diebold’s newest touch-
screen machines said they were surprised and confused. 

“I don’t understand how they can say they didn’t work
well,” said San Joaquin County Registrar of Voters
Debbie Hench, who argued that the county’s March elec-
tion was largely problem free. The county bought 1,626
Diebold touch-screen machines for $5.7 million. 

This decision will be a “step backward” for Kern
County, said Registrar of Voters Ann Barnett, who bought
1,350 Diebold touch-screen machines for $5 million. 

San Diego County Registrar of Voters Sally
McPherson said the county spent almost $30 million for
its 10,200 Diebold machines and officials there “believe
in touch screens. We were prepared to move forward.” 

A secretary of state’s report on the March 2 elections
found that 573 of 1,038 polling places in San Diego
County failed to open on time because Diebold voting
machines malfunctioned. Voters were told to go else-
where or come back. 

Regardless of what happens in California, the head of
Diebold Inc. told shareholders Thursday that the compa-
ny is not considering getting out of the elections business. 

Chairman and CEO Walden W. O’Dell told reporters
after an annual shareholders meeting that “we will help
in California if we are allowed. If we are not, we won’t.
I think whatever goes on in California is separate from
what goes on in other states. Each state will make their
own decisions.” 

O’Dell said the North Canton, Ohio-based company

remains confident the machines are safe and secure. 
California panel members, however, cited a litany of

alleged problems with Diebold in recent months, includ-
ing its sale of machines to the four counties without fed-
eral and state certification, last-minute software fixes
before the March election and installation of uncertified
software in voting machines in 17 counties. 

“In my view we need a clean slate with this vendor,”
said panel member John Mott-Smith, chief of the state’s
elections division. “Most of the big problems in the
March election came with Diebold equipment. People
did not get to vote because these things did not function
and that’s not acceptable.” 

ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers…
“FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How
To Get Rid Of YOUR Low
Back Pain Once And For All
Without Drugs Or Surgery!”
West LA, CA — A local doc-

tor's shocking new FREE report
reveals the truth about using
over the counter drugs, and even
prescribed drugs to fix the real
cause of your low back pain:
They don't work!

If you've been told you need
surgery on your low back, you
must find out the #1 reason most
low back surgery's are ineffec-
tive or at best only offer short-
term pain relief. 
Readers will also discover what

many university studies have

proven to be the most effective,
safest, and longest lasting treat-
ment for eliminating YOUR low
back pain. 

Don't suffer with your pain
another day because you don't
have to!

To receive a copy of the FREE
report entitled: “The Truth
About Low Back Pain And How
To Eliminate It Once And For
All Without Drugs Or Surgery!”
Call toll-free 1-888-241-2207
and listen to the 24 hr. record-
ed message.

Use of Diebold voting machines becomes touchy subject
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credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15 day trial period (conditions apply) Set up fee of $35 per phone, up to $70 max per account applies. $75 mail-in rebate: expires March 31, 2004. Available while supplies last. Requires a 2 year service agreement. Allowed 10 to 12 weeks after phone purchase,
activation and mailing in of a complete and valid rebate form. to receive rebate. Limit 1 rebate per phone purchase. May not be available in all markets. Full terms and conditions to be found on the mail-in rebate form. National Free Incoming Plan: Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nation-
wide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic calls only. Unlimited Direct Connect minutes are included in your local calling area only and do not include Group Connect calls, whcih are $0.15/min. Nationwide Direct Connect calls use the Direct Connect minutes in your plan and incur an additional access
charge of either: (i)$0.10/min. multiplied by the number of participants on the call; or, (ii) a monthly flat fee if you sign up for unlimited Nationwide Direct Connect access. Nationwide Direct Connect calls are charged to the call inititiator. Group connect charges are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of par-
ticipants, and the applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members of the same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls. Cellular overage is $0.40min. cellular calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle.
Nights are 9pm to 7am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9pm and end Mon. 7am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on message. Additional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal taxes, a Universal Service Assessment of either 1.087% or 1.25% in some state a Gross Receipt
Recovery Fee of1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. .07%, and a state-required E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers at any time. Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. Wireless Number Portability may
not be in all areas or for all numbers. Becasue number portability requires the efforts of mulitple companies, the amount of time it takes to transfer your number(s) will vary. Nextel’s Nationwide Network serves 293 of the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextel Communications, Inc. NEXTEL, NEXTEL. DONE.,
PUSH TO TALK, DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver Safety logo are service marks, trademarks, and/or registered trademarks owned by Nextel Communications, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. All
other product or service names are the property of their respective owners. All Rights reserved.

KEEP YOUR NUMBER. ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 12423 WILSHIRE BLVD. IN SANTA MONICA • 310-820-8446

Get more done with free incoming calls and the highly advanced i730. 
Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

SAVE $150 ON THE NEW i730. NOW ONLY $149.99
Our slimmest full-feature phone, built-in walkie-talkie,

Web access, speakerphone, color screen

NATIONAL FREE INCOMING PLAN
250 outgoing cellular minutes • Free incoming cellular minutes

Unlimited Push to Talksm walkie-talkie minutes• Nationwide long distance included

with two-year service agreement. Phones by Motorola.

$49.99
per month. Other monthly 
charges apply. See below.**
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BY TIM MOLLOY
Associated Press Writer 

DESERT SHORES — The Salton
Sea Authority endorsed a $730 million
plan this week intended to create a small-
er but healthier sea by shrinking it to less
than half its current size. 

Scientists have warned for more than
40 years that receding waters and increas-
ing salinity would eventually kill the sea,
a vital fishery and estuary that was once a
tourist destination in California. 

The authority cannot independently
implement the plan but hoped its endorse-
ment would prompt state and federal offi-
cials to act. 

“We hope it will serve as a catalyst to
get the state and federal government
involved to get the restoration done,” said
authority President Andy Horne. 

The agency called for building a cause-
way across the center of the sea by 2010
that would cut off most of the water flow-
ing to its southern section. That would
shrink the sea in Riverside and Imperial
counties from about 360 square miles to
about 140 square miles. 

The plan would also lower the sea,
reducing its depth from about 50 feet to
about 42 feet, a prospect that alarmed

some residents with property on the water. 
“Oh well, I’ll sell my boat,” said

Barbara Taylor, a Salton City property
owner. “I can’t get my boat in and out of
my boat slip now. Six or seven feet and it
will be bone dry.” 

The plan would also widen the Alamo
and New rivers, which feed into the sea.
The expansion would create 30 square
miles of new wetlands that would help fil-
ter water flowing into the sea, improving
its quality. 

Under the plan, power plants would
have increased access to geothermal

hotspots that are now under water, creat-
ing new sources of energy, said Tom Kirk,
executive director of the authority. 

He said funding could come from sev-
eral sources, including $300 million in
restoration money from a state plan adopt-
ed last year to divert Colorado River
water from the sea to San Diego. Officials
hope the state and federal governments
will allocate additional money for the
project. 

Not quite a fifth the size of the Great
Salt Lake, the Salton Sea is 25 percent
saltier than the Pacific Ocean. 

A number of plans have been proposed
in the past to save it. But the effort took on
renewed urgency last year when state offi-
cials approved the plan to divert the
Colorado River water. 

Without a rescue plan, the sea’s salini-
ty will quadruple in the next 50 years,
killing fish and making the sea useless to
the more than 400 species of birds that
visit it, Kirk said. That would, in essence,
be the death of the sea, he said. 

“They call the Dead Sea the Dead Sea
for a reason,” Kirk said. “It’s so salty it’s
virtually dead to all forms of life.” 

Salt of the earth
By The Associated Press 

■ The Salton Sea was formed in 1905 when a levee break
caused flows from the Colorado River to enter for 18 months.
It has since fluctuated in size. Its current surface area of 350
square miles makes it the largest lake in California. It is not
quite a fifth the size of the Great Salt Lake and is 25 percent
saltier than the Pacific Ocean. 

■ Located in a closed basin in Riverside and Imperial coun-
ties in southeastern California, the sea is a productive fishery
and one of the most crucial stops for migratory birds in North
America. 

■ More than 400 bird species have been seen around the sea,

which sometimes attracts millions of birds a day. It has hosted
90 percent of the world's population of eared grebes at once and
more than half of its American white pelicans. 

■ In 1944 and 1945, B-29s from the U.S. Army's 393rd
Heavy Bombardment Squadron, led by Lt. Col. Paul Tibbets,
made highly secret practice flights from Wendover Air Base in
Utah to drop dummy bombs into the sea. On Aug. 6, 1945,
Tibbets and his crew in the Enola Gay dropped the first atomic
bomb over Hiroshima, Japan. 

_ Salton Sea State Park was dedicated in 1955, becoming at
the time the second largest state park in California. But by the
1960s, scientists were predicting that the sea would die from
high salinity if nothing was done to save it. 

Source: Salton Sea Authority 

Salton Sea Authority endorses $730M restoration plan

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)



BY ANDREW BRIDGES 
AP Science Writer 

SAN LUIS OBISPO — Rubbish dug a generation
ago from an oceanside archaeological site first occupied
around 8,000 B.C. is being re-examined for clues that
could bolster the theory some of the first Americans to
stream into the New World hugged the Pacific coast,
reaping the bounty of the land and the sea. 

This month, anthropologist Terry Jones and his col-
leagues began poring over the estimated 10,000 to
15,000 broken bones and shells, salvaged in excavations
hastily carried out 36 years ago to make way for con-
struction of a nuclear power plant on the Central
California coast. 

Now, more exhaustive analysis could support the con-
troversial idea that some pioneering Paleo-Indians
moved into North America along the West Coast, skip-
ping inland routes that traditionally have been considered
the most likely avenues into the continent from Asia. 

“If you have, very early, people pursuing a life that’s
different from that of the big game hunters, that could
suggest a different people and a different entry route,”
said Jones, 49, of California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo. 

At the time the site was originally excavated, archae-
ologists focused on the rich assortment of skeletons,
stone tools, fish hooks, whistles and other artifacts pulled
from the layers upon layers — stacked more than 12 feet
deep — of detritus. They carried out only a basic analy-
sis of the accompanying bits and pieces of long-dead
otters, seals, deer, fish and other creatures and then
placed them in storage. 

“The bones have been lying in bags since 1968, wait-
ing for someone to look at them,” Jones said. 

That garbage now may prove to be gold. 
Scientists believe the collection of bone and shell is

unparalleled in both its size and its sweep, since it traces
— apparently without interruption — a staggering 10,000
years or more of persistent occupation of the site, which
sits perched on a bluff 60 feet above a half-moon cove. 

“It was certainly one of the major villages along the
entire Central Coast,” said Roberta Greenwood, the Los
Angeles archaeologist who led the original dig. 

SPOIL SORTS
Sorting, identifying and cataloging the remains should

give scientists a fuller picture of how the village’s inhab-
itants lived through the ages, including the range and
number of species they hunted and fished, Jones said. 

On a recent afternoon, Judith Porcasi, 64, and Angela
Barrios, 25, sat side-by-side sifting through crinkled,
brown bags of remains, separating the spoils into neat
piles: bird, mammal, shellfish, fish and artifact. 

“You’ve got a piece of bunny in with the fish. You
can’t do that,” Porcasi gently scolded Barrios at one point. 

Eventually, statistical analysis of the jumbled remains
will allow “patterns to emerge,” Porcasi said. 

SMART SHOPPERS
The dig site lies about 12 miles southwest of modern-

day San Luis Obispo. It is partly occupied by Pacific Gas
& Electric Co.’s hulking Diablo Canyon Power Plant.
Only a small percentage of the site was excavated; the
bulk likely remains intact, Greenwood said. 

Although little heralded, Diablo Canyon may be the
oldest mainland coastal site anywhere in North America
— something further carbon dating planned by Jones
could confirm. 

The dating work done at the time of the original exca-
vations was met with skepticism, since it came up with
ages far older than anything else from the region known
at the time. 

“It was a huge surprise. ‘Bombshell’ might be appro-
priate,” Greenwood said. 

If the ages hold up through testing planned for the
summer, they could bolster claims made by some scien-
tists that separate, coastal-dwelling populations of
humans were among the early colonizers of the New
World, moving in pulses independent of the big-game-
hunters thought to have traveled by inland routes at the
dwindling of the last Ice Age. 

“That’s what the smart money is on, on the coastal
migration. It’s just that it’s a whole lot easier to compete
on the coast than it is on the tundra. You get a good mam-
moth, yeah, it will last you a long time, if you have facil-

ities to take care of it — but most didn’t. But if you came
down the coast, you’ve always got groceries,” said
Dennis Stanford, of the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of Natural History. 

OTTER-WORLDLY
The remains dug from six locations strung along a

short stretch of coast represent the dozens and dozens of
species that nourished the native Americans who occu-
pied Diablo Canyon from as early as 8420 B.C. until the
first European explorers reached the region in A.D. 1769. 

The refuse heap, or midden, preserved evidence of
more than 70 species of mollusk alone — a number like-
ly unmatched by the offerings of any present-day seafood
market. Mussels were an apparent favorite. 

Jones is especially interested in sea otters, which were
hunted for food and their pelts. Tracing the history of
their exploitation as a species should dispel notions that
Europeans stumbled on a pristine environment in the
18th century, Jones said. 

“We should think of it as an environment harvested for
10,000 years. It’s naive to think that harvesting didn’t
have some kind of effect,” Jones said. 

GONE FISHIN’
Preliminary analysis published by Greenwood in 1972

suggested no drastic shifts in the diet of the site’s inhab-
itants over thousands of years, nor much change in the
artifacts they produced. 

That consistency suggests the people were established
exploiters of the resources available to them on the coast
and not necessarily Ice Age big-game-hunters who sud-
denly developed a taste for seafood, Jones said. 

“They seem to have a coastal adaptation from Day
One,” he said. 

Even older remains, dating as far back as perhaps
11,000 B.C., have been found on the Channel Islands off
the Southern California coast. 

That suggests the people who called the region home
were navigating the open ocean nearly contemporane-
ously with the Clovis people, who hunted large mammals
farther inland. 

“Once you had that figured out, oceans, rivers and big
lakes became highways rather than barriers. The water is
actually going to facilitate the spread of cultures and ideas.

That’s what we’re looking at. People dissed it for years. I
am not at all surprised you have a huge 10,000-year-old
midden there on the California coast,” Stanford said. 

Archaeologists have yet to find any coastal evidence
that predates what’s been discovered at Clovis sites far-
ther inland — nor might they with any ease. 

The rise in sea level that inundated the Bering land
bridge that connected Asia with the Americas presum-
ably flooded any coastal sites that might have been occu-
pied before about 12,000 B.C. 

“Finding the hard evidence, the field evidence, the
concrete evidence — like finding a site that’s older than
anything inland — is eluding us,” said Gary Haynes, a
University of Nevada, Reno, anthropologist and coastal
migration theory skeptic. “When that evidence comes in,
I will be glad to say the coast was first.” 
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Theory about early Americans hugging coast isn’t rubbish

West Los Angeles, Ca. -  If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone.  Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized.  Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late.  You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

CAR ACCIDENT?
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BY NANCY BENAC 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — In Maryland, poll-
ster Patrick Gonzales is surprised that
Democrat John Kerry isn’t farther ahead
in such a solidly Democratic state. In New
Hampshire, Republican Tom Rath is
encouraged that President Bush has
retained his footing in a state where he
was pummeled relentlessly during the
Democratic primaries. 

Bush can tick off a number of states
where polls now show him to be on better
footing than he was at the end of his
November 2000 showdown with Al Gore.
But Kerry’s camp says that’s no cause for
Democrats to be concerned. In almost
every state, according to Kerry’s cam-
paign, Bush was doing better at this point
in 2000 than he is this time around. 

“Just because Bush is doing better does
not mean he’s going to win,” said inde-
pendent pollster Ed Sarpolus in Michigan,
where Bush has held his ground against
Kerry despite lukewarm job and favora-
bility ratings. 

“You have to understand that for the
last 30 days, John Kerry’s been invisible,”
Sarpolus said, noting that the public focus
on Kerry dropped off sharply after his
much-watched march to the Democratic
presidential nomination. At the same time,
he added, Bush was unleashing a barrage
of TV ads that battered Kerry and promot-
ed his own policies. 

Nonetheless, there is some surprise that
Kerry isn’t doing better at this point in
some states. 

In reliably Democratic Maryland,

Kerry had a slight lead in the latest poll. 
“This is a state that Gore won by 17

points,” said Gonzales, an independent
pollster whose survey gave Kerry a 5-
point edge. “I would expect Kerry at this
point to be doing better.” 

Gonzales predicted Bush has hit his high-
water mark in the state, though, and said he
expects Democrats to close ranks behind
Kerry once they get to know him better. 

“Fundamentally, I think it is a case that
people don’t know enough about him,”
Gonzales said. 

In New Jersey, where Gore thumped
Bush by 16 points four years ago, the can-
didates are in a virtual tie this time. 

“We are a 9/11 state,” said David
Rebovich, a political science professor at
Rider University in Lawrenceville, N.J.,
referring to those who lost their lives in the
World Trade Center attacks. “I think the
president benefits residually from New
Jerseyans rallying around the president.” 

Furthermore, he said, voters in a state
so closely tied to Wall Street “may cut
Bush some slack” because of the improv-
ing economy. “There may be some trepi-
dation that John Kerry’s economic poli-
cies will rescind tax cuts and scare Wall
Street and affect people’s jobs.” 

Despite all that, though, Rebovich
believes New Jersey voters are likely to
fall in behind a New England liberal when
they consider the candidates’ stances on
issues such as gun control, abortion rights
and the environment. 

Bush has been slightly ahead in nation-
al polls, a strong standing that is showing
up in some key swing states like New
Hampshire and Pennsylvania. But with the
nation narrowly divided and the polls rela-
tively close, outside events like Iraq and
the economy are influencing which candi-
date has the upper hand in a given week. 

In some states, the latest numbers look
just as tight as the 2000 election results. In
Florida, for example, where the 2000 vote
was so close it took the Supreme Court to
decide the winner, Bush and Kerry were
neck-and-neck in a survey released
Thursday. In Iowa, where Gore edged
Bush by 1 point four years ago, it’s tight
again. A Los Angeles Times poll released
Friday showed Kerry leading Bush by 10
points in California, a slightly smaller
margin than the 12 points by which Gore
carried the state in 2000. 

Kerry campaign pollster Mark
Mellman cautions against focusing too
closely on state-by-state polling results

this early in the campaign. In New Jersey,
for example, Bush had a slight edge on
Gore at the start of May 2000, he said. 

That month, Bush had the edge on
Gore in Michigan but lost to the Democrat
by 5 points in November. At this point,
Bush and Kerry are neck-and-neck in the
state. 

“That strikes me as very, very good
news for Kerry in the context of the vol-
ume of ads that President Bush has been
doing over the last six weeks,” said Ken
Brock, a Democratic consultant in
Michigan. “He’s really poured it on.” If
Kerry can match Bush’s advertising down
the home stretch, Brock predicted, “he’ll
begin to take back some of what he may
have lost.” 

In New Hampshire, where Bush edged
Gore by 1 point in 2000, Bush now has a
slight edge despite the pounding he took
during the run-up to the state’s leadoff
Democratic primaries. 

“What’s significant is that Bush has
retained his footing,” says Rath, a state
Republican Party leader. “This state was
really the belly of the beast. He got pum-
meled here for 10 months. ... For Bush to
have come back is good.” 

Bush has edged ahead of Kerry in
Pennsylvania, a critical swing state that
Gore won by 5 points in 2000. 

Mike Young, managing director of
Madonna Young Opinion Research,
attributes Bush’s gains to his “persistent
presence” in the state. Since taking office,
Bush has visited Pennsylvania more fre-
quently than any other state; his 27th trip
was Monday. 

Out of sight, out of mind for low-key Kerry camp

S ta r t i ng  a t  
$46 .95 /mo!

always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge installed 
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“Fundamentally, I think it is a case that people 
don’t know enough about him.”

— PATRICK GONZALES
Maryland pollster



Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Weekend Edition, April 24/25, 2004 ❑ Page 15

Train collision kills dozens
By The Associated Press

DANDONG, China — The collision of two trains
carrying explosives in North Korea killed at least 54
people and injured 1,249, the Red Cross said Friday,
while Chinese hospitals along the border with the North
prepared for a possible influx of wounded. 

The explosion occurred Thursday after the trains,
which were carrying explosives similar to those used in
mining, collided in the bustling town of Ryongchon,
said John Sparrow, a Red Cross spokesman in Beijing.
He said he expected the death toll to rise. 

The secretive North Korean government has
remained silent on the disaster despite confirmation of
the blast by the governments in Seoul and Beijing. 

South Korean media had earlier reported that as
many as 3,000 people may have been killed or injured.
But until the Red Cross figures were released, the only
confirmed casualties were two Chinese deaths and 12
injuries. These figures came from China’s official news
agency Xinhua citing Beijing’s embassy in Pyongyang. 

The explosion leveled the train station, a school and
apartments within a 500-yard radius in Ryongchon,
South Korea’s Yonhap news agency said, quoting
Chinese witnesses. 

Israel warned to leave the Strip
By The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel’s deputy prime minister
warned his Likud party Friday of dire consequences for
the country if they reject a plan to withdraw from the
Gaza Strip. 

“I don’t even want to think about what will happen if
... we lose the vote,” the Vice Premier, Ehud Olmert,
told Israel Radio. 

“There will be dire consequences for the state of
Israel, politically, security-wise and economically, this I
have no doubt about,” said Olmert, a key ally of Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon. 

Olmert’s warning comes as polls indicate that a vic-
tory for Sharon in the May 2 party vote on the “disen-
gagement” plan is far from assured. 

Sharon’s plan, which also includes completion of a
West Bank barrier and the expansion of five West Bank
settlement blocs, appeared to be gaining momentum
after the endorsements of President Bush and several
key Likud ministers. 

But while senior Likud ministers have grudgingly
endorsed the plan, they have not actively campaigned
for it and Olmert railed against them for their halfheart-
ed support. 

Molestation victims win $37M verdict
By The Associated Press

MARSHALL, Texas — Victims of a former
Lutheran minister who sexually molested boys won a
jury award of nearly $37 million Thursday, bringing the
total payout in the case to about $69 million. 

The case involving former minister Gerald Patrick
Thomas Jr. is the most serious to hit the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, which has about 5 million
members. 

In addition to Thursday’s verdict, an attorney for the
plaintiffs disclosed that separate settlements reached
before the trial totaled $32 million. Those deals were
struck with the Chicago-based denomination and the
seminary in Columbus, Ohio, that Thomas attended. 

The lawsuit charged that former Bishop Mark

Herbener of the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana
Synod, and former bishop’s assistant Earl Eliason,
ignored warnings about Thomas’ behavior. 

Thomas, minister of Marshall’s Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church from 1997 until his arrest in 2001, was
sentenced last year to 397 years in state prison for
molesting boys. 

Nine plaintiffs won awards in the lawsuit, ranging
from $50,000 to $9.8 million. The earlier settlements
included those nine victims plus five others. 

Tinmaker can’t survive on its own
By The Associated Press

WHEELING, W.Va. — A federal bankruptcy judge
approved the sale of Weirton Steel Corp. to Ohio’s
International Steel Group, saying he was convinced the
nation’s No. 2 tin maker can no longer survive on its own. 

Judge Edward Friend approved the $237 million deal
Thursday after hearing more than 18 hours of testimony
and arguments this week about proposals from ISG and
the Informal Committee of Senior Secured Noteholders,
a creditors’ group. 

Friend said he had studied Weirton’s history and was
stunned to discover the company has lost an average
$100 million a year since employees bought it in 1984. 

The noteholders maintained Weirton was a viable
stand-alone company because of its 25 percent market
share of the tin business. 

“It’s a happy day for us,” said ISG Chairman Wilbur
Ross, whose company will surpass Pittsburgh-based
U.S. Steel as the nation’s No. 1 integrated steelmaker
when the sale is closed. 

Weirton Chief Executive Officer D. Leonard Wise
was pleased and relieved and relieved with Friend’s
decision. 

“Our employees, our other stakeholders and the
upper Ohio Valley can now breathe a little easier,” he
said. “There is great comfort in knowing steelmaking
will continue in Weirton.” 

Feds can seek death for Moussaoui
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The nation’s only Sept. 11 defen-
dant and the government are claiming partial victories in
an appeals court ruling, but the judges’ ultimate message
is clear: The Justice Department can prosecute Zacarias
Moussaoui in a civilian courtroom and seek to kill him. 

A 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel in
Richmond, Va., ruled Thursday that Moussaoui could
have access to information from three al-Qaida prison-
ers who may be able to exonerate him. This was a defeat
for prosecutors, who argued that Moussaoui had no right
of access to the captives. 

Moussaoui’s victory was limited, however. The court
majority said he could only receive written statements
from the prisoners in a form that will have to be ironed
out by a trial judge. 

The three-judge panel threw out the trial court’s order
to allow the defense access to the witnesses by a remote
video hookup. 

In a victory for the government, the panel tossed out
the two-part penalty that U.S. District Judge Leonie
Brinkema, in Alexandria, Va., had imposed on the gov-
ernment for refusing to arrange the video questioning. 

She had barred prosecutors from seeking the death
penalty and from presenting evidence related to Sept. 11,
the heart of the government’s case. Both are now restored. 

Growing U.S. deficit not a world threat
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The soaring U.S. budget deficit is
not a threat to the global economy, Treasury Secretary
John Snow said as finance ministers and central bankers
from the major industrialized nations gathered for
weekend meetings. 

Sounding an optimistic note before he and Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan hosted a meeting of
the Group of Seven major industrial nations, Snow said
Thursday that the U.S. economy is in far better shape
than it was last spring. Analysts then were worried that
anemic growth would plunge the United States into
another recession. 

“We’re on very solid footing, our upward trend is
strong,” Snow said, listing a number of upbeat econom-
ic signs, from growth in the gross domestic product to
rising exports and the creation of 300,000 payroll jobs
in March, the biggest one-month gain in four years. 

“I anticipate that this economy will be creating a lot
more jobs in the coming months,” Snow said in a speech
to the Bond Market Association in New York. 

Ladies man: Kerry turns to women
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrat John Kerry was shift-
ing his attention to women voters, underscoring his sup-
port for abortion rights days before tens of thousands of
people stream into the nation’s capital for a women’s
rights rally. 

After three days spent discussing the environment,
the Democratic presidential candidate scheduled a rally
Friday with leaders of women’s groups to compare his
stand on abortion with what he says are President
Bush’s extreme anti-abortion positions. 

A spokesman for Bush’s re-election campaign
declined to comment. 

Kerry supports abortion rights and has said he would
nominate only Supreme Court justices who support his
position. Bush approves of abortion only in cases of
rape or incest or when the pregnancy endangers a
woman’s life. 

While abortion is a hot-button social issue that
divides the electorate, it has not been front and center in
the presidential race thus far. Kerry has added a line to
his stump speech warning that expected openings on the
Supreme Court in coming years could jeopardize the
right to an abortion. 

“If you need any motivation let me give you three little
words — the Supreme Court,” Kerry says at every stop. 

Bush defends environmental record
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush, trying to offset
attacks by John Kerry, is defending his environmental
record in Florida while raising money for the
Republican Party. 

Bush has brought in a record $180 million-plus for
his re-election campaign, and he was returning to the
money game Friday to help fill Republican Party coffers
for get-out-the-vote drives. 

The latest trip takes him to Naples and the Rookery
Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve on the Gulf
Coast near the western edge of the Everglades, and to
Coral Gables for the fund-raiser. 

For the second straight day, Bush was declaring his
commitment to protecting the environment, a political
issue that has brought steady criticism from Democrats
and environmental groups for the past 3 1/2 years. 

Earlier Thursday, the anniversary of Earth Day, Bush
toured a nature reserve in Maine with his mother and
promised to restore or protect as much as 3 million acres
of wetlands in the next five years. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

live and localsix days a week
Your only source of daily news in Santa Monica

Call today for a great, affordable advertising rates to
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

COMICS

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd., Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

Chiropactic &
Accupuncture
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Vehicles for saleVehicles for saleEmployment
$500-$2500 WEEKLY make 
money everytime someone 
buys groceries.
www.ucanshop4less.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
for Santa Monica office 
management P/T, business 
minded, mult-task including let-
ters, computer, phones, filing & 
showing vacant units.
310-289-0499

ARE YOU A REPUBLICAN? 
OR MAYBE JUST A 
CENTERIST WITH COMMON 
SENSE?Either way, there aren't 
enough of you telling the 
community what your opinion is.
The Daily Press is seeking col-
umnists to help balance its
editorial pages. Applicants must 
be Santa Monica residents, or 
work here.Please submit writing 
samples to Carolyn 
Sackariason, 1427 Third St., 
Suite 202, Santa Monica, Calif.
90403, or e-mail to 
sack@smdp.com

ASSISTANT COOK for busy 
catering company 
w/4yrs/exp. must have 
professional appearance 
fax resume 310-649-0264

BEAUTY STYLISTS for 
Fantastic Sam’s in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9hr and up.
310-890-1222

BRENTWOOD APARTMENT
Manager team, 33 units 
experienced, maintenance 
person, 2+2  Fax Resume
310-471-3123

DENTAL OFFICE Manager 
Brentwood, Experienced, 
Professional attitude/attire busy 
front desk,dentrix/collections & 
insurance experience.
310-820-4952

Employment
CARETAKER: LOOKING for 
kind & intelligent person for 
seniors in Santa Monica home.
Must live-in home and be able 
to spend time in second home 
in Illinois. Call Mike, 
310-993-2030

CNA MALE for P/T days- 
private duty case in Malibu. Ten 
hour shift please call Bonnie.
323-782-0303 Phone 
310-456-3950 Fax

DENTAL ASSISTANT M-F
8-5pm. Area of Mar Vista, 
Culver City, Private office,x-ray
license necessary,new 
graduates welcome. Also, Front
Desk receptionist, F/T.Call to 
schedule your interview.
310-391-0699 T& Th 8am-5pm
310-287-0245 W& F8am-5pm

DRIVER CLEAN record for 
busy catering company food 
delivery professional 
appearance 310-649-0906 
fax resume 310-649-0264

GET YOUR start at Santa 
Monica's only daily newspaper.
The Daily Press newsroom is 
seeking summer interns and 
news clerks. Please submit 
resumes to Carolyn 
Sackariason, 1427 Third St., 
Suite 202, Santa Monica, Calif.
90403,or e-mail to 
sack@smdp.com

GIVE OF YOURSELF! Ameri-
can Cancer Society Discovery 
Shop in Brentwood Country 
Mart is extending its hours & 
needs your help! 2-4 Hours 
Weekly Terry/Hannah
310-458-4490

P/T HOURS Between 8-6 M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 ext.4# Andrea

Employment
NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their 
Sales Department!! Flexible 
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn 
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at 
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our 
website: goymt.com

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

PART-TIME ASSISTANT
COMPUTER LITERATE 4 
HOURS PER DAY CALL 
818-587-3154 FOR DETAILS

RETAIL/AREA MANAGER :
Chain of Jr. Trendy clothing 
stores seeking area manager.
Traveling required,  
merchandising & minimum 2yrs
experience. Please call 
310-638-9938

SALES REP. F/T Natural
Product Broker L.A/O.C Area,
Sales experience a plus! 
Salary+. Fax Resume
818-509-2455

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

SALES: 44 year old Forbes 500 
Ranked Affiliate CO. is looking 
for sales pros to keep pace with 
rising gold market. Top earners 
make 300k+. Full benefits. No 
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa 
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com 
or call (310)319-0313.

SALES: UNIQUE Santa Monica
based company seeks P/T& F/T 
Sales representatives.
E-mail resume to 
info@winter-springs.com.

SANTA MONICA Nail & Hair
Salon has 4 hair stations for 
rent. 2106 Wilshire Boulevard
310-829-5944

SANTA MONICA Office 
Manager/Admin.Assistant/
Bookkeeper, Property  
Management Experience 
Necessary Fax Resume   
310-471-3123

UPSCALE BEVERLY Hills area
Jeweler seeks F/T salesperson
w/following salary+comm.
bonus+401K please fax resume
415-399-1994

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

For Sale

CARDS: FOOTBALL, Hockey,
‘90 3K $300ea, Soccer ‘92 432
$400 Rock Star cards 1991 
AC/DC Etc. 468/$468 Four 
bikes 16” stored $100 A/C 6000
BTU $85. 78 Albums, 30’s+40’s
20/$100-33 1/3 Albums 300-
$900. ‘84 Toyota as is $400
310-278-1683 Lawnmower 
stored $40 Paintings/Pictures 
30-$1200  323-525-9164

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Furniture

MATTRESS! TWIN & Full Sets
$89-$99! Pillowtop $1255! 
12-20yr Warranties We’ll beat 
any advertised price!
323-757-8927

Vehicles for sale

1997 GMC Safari Cargo Van
Good vehiclr for Tradesman or 
business. $3500/obo Private
Party 310-399-3009

Vehicles for sale
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Personals

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION 
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical 
response method, 
(songs/games) ADULTS 
Communicative grammar and 
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

Wanted
PIANO TEACHER Wanted, 
looking for a patient piano 
teacher for lesons in my home 
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

For Rent
1BD, 1BA Upper level, $925
Stove,refrigerator,parking, no 
pets. 2535 Kansas #208
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Manager located in Apt. #101
310-780-3354

For Rent
1BD, 1BA Upper level, $950
Stove,refrigerator,fireplace, 
dishwasher, parking, no pets.
2535 Kansas #202 
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Manager located in Apt. #101
310-780-3354

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850, 
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit, 
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

BRENTWOOD Bright,spacious 
upper 1bd/1ba, all appliances, 
parking,laundry,storage,seeking 
long-term tenant, $1150
562-597-5600

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT  INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

CULVER CITY Gated 
Community 1bd/1ba New 
carpet, New dishwasher, freshly
painted. N/S No pets
310-815-1945

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.

HOME IN Marina Del Rey, 3+2
with private yard, shed and 
automatic gate that contains 
three cars. The house itself has 
hardwood floors and a full 
kitchen with a  dishwasher and 
outdoor laundry on a patio.
$2750  310-466-9256

MAR VISTA, $1795/mo 
Spacious 3bd/3ba 2-car 
parking,Security, stove/fridge,
no pets 310-559-9896 before 
8pm-Studio avail. $720

MDR ADJACENT Studio, gated 
building with gated
subterranean parking, newer 
building with courtyard area, 
quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng, 
1 year lease,no pets $895 
310-578-9729

MDR LARGE 3+2, W/D, 
refridgerator, fieplace, 2-car ga-
rage, steps to sand, pets ok!
$3500/mo 310-577-0015

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove. 2 car park-
ing, 1 year lease, no pets. 110 
Hurricane St. #204 Owner:
Seymour Wynn $2000  
310-466-9256

PAC.PALISADES, 2BD/1BA
Refurbished, private entry,
lower,hardwood floors, W&D, 
bright, parking, storage, pet 
friendly, $1,995/mo
310-454-0687

PDR 2+1 3/4, upper, large, 
closets, r/s, blinds, small 
building, no/pets, no/smoking.
$1425/mo/1yr lease 
310-338-1311

PDR SPACIOUS 2+1, lovely 
hilltop residential area, lots of 
closets, r/s, no pets $1395/mo
310-822-3144

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper 
front apt. 1428 11th St.#5 
Stove, laundry, parking,just 
painted with new carpets.
310-394-4837

SANTA MONICA $1475/mo.
1248 11th Street unit  F  2BD 
1.5BA  blinds,carpet,laundry,
parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $2750/mo 
front unit, condo w/garden, 2bd 
2ba, built-in kitchen, garage,
Mike  626-482-0787

SANTA MONICA : $1580/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint, water 
paid No pets  (818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA ADJ. 2bd/2ba 
$1800/mo Mar Vista 3bd/2.75ba
$2850/mo,fenced yards, w/d 
hookups, garages,pets ok
310-452-4700

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s, 
patio, yard, just painted, prkng, 
near beach,$845
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Duplex, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs,blinds, near 
hospitals,prkng, quiet, $1175
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Penthouse 
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba+loft, 
dining, living, balcony, built-ins, 
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt 
rm, dog ok, crpt, pvt entry, 
prkng, m to m,  util incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shrd hse, pvt 
rm, dog ok, r/s, dwasher, near 
SMC, m to m, $550
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Townhouse
2+1.5, 1214 Idaho Ave.
Redone, 1 car garage, laundry 
on-site, will consider pets
$2195/mo  310-869-0468
www.howardmanagement.com

SANTA MONICA Townhouse, 
patio, new crpt, lg closets, W/D 
hkups, yard, parking, $1195
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA$2400/mo 
833 5th St.#201,2BD 2BA
Stove,d/w,blinds,carpet,laundry,
pool,intercom entry, gated tan-
dem parking. No pets.
310-393-2547

SANTA MONICA, front unit, 
new crpt, just painted, near 
Trader J’s, prkng, $975
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, furn.,r/s,gat-
ed, laundry,quiet, gated prkng, 
gas & elec. incld, $955
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s, 
gated, crpt, blinds, bungalow 
like, util incld, $850
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s, pa-
tio, gated, crpt,laundry, m to m, 
util incld, $750
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, 2+2, 
balcony, laundry, crpt, near 
UCLA, prkng, $1350
www.westsiderentals.com

SM  $1750/MO Spacious 
2bdrm, 1.5ba. 2-Story Town-
house Apartment w/2-car 
closed garage.
18th St. near SM Blvd 
Security building, ample clos-
ets, private patio, wetbar, fire-
place,appliances, 
Info: (310)828-4481.

VENICE BEACH large 1 bd,1ba
apts. Upper unit in large court-
yard and swimming pool, 4 
blocks to the beach. Gated 
private parking, laundry room, 
quiet neighborhood.$1150 
Aaron 310-823-0 354

VENICE DUPLEX 2bd 1.5ba 
upper,2 car parking, W/D hook-
ups, hardwood floors and lots of 
charm. 1year lease, no pets, no 
smoking. $1525. Available May 
5. 310-466-9256

Venice: $875/mo 501 N. Venice 
3 Singles, carpets, laundry, 
utilities paid,no pets.
(310)574-6767.

For Rent
VERY BRIGHT and large 2 bd 
2 ba with wrap around balcony 
two fireplaces, lots of closets 
and loft like ceilings. Must see 
to believe. 1yr lease. No pets.
$1750  310-466-9256

WEST HOLLYWOOD 1+1
8 UNIT building, spacious lower 
apt., waher/dryer, AC, refrigera-
tor, stove, dishwasher, gas fire-
place, gated building, gated 
parking, blinds, wood/carpet/
vinyl, balcony, good closets, 
close to shopping, w/c pets
$1275     310-271-7064

WESTCHESTER, 2+1 Total 
Remodel w/d hookups, fridge, 
garage, yard, excellent location,
no pets $1495/mo 
310-521-8828

WESTWOOD, 2BD2BA, free 
A/C,hot/cold water, 2 parking 
spaces, new bath & kitchen, 
pool/spa, w/d, lg balcony 
$1995/mo  818-780-5758

Houses For Rent
MDR ADJ: “ARCHITECTURAL
GEM” 1920’S Arts & Crafts 
Bungalow completely restored.
Wood floors, Beams, Sky lights,
20x30 ft. Covered 
Entertainment Patio. Security 
fenced and gated compound 
with Beautifully landscaped 
Gardens and Mature trees. One 
bedroom and Den/Office.
Kitchen with stove, dishwasher, 
and laundry room. Hardwood 
floors, Beam Ceilings, Sky 
lights. $2050.00 per month. 1 
year lease. Near Lincoln & 
Washington Blvd.
310-820-5077

Roommates
2BD 1BA SUITE Large private 
home, kitchen to share.
References,male preferred 
310-478-5860 After 10am 
$850/mo

Commercial Lease

2116 WILSHIRE BLVD. IN
Santa Monica Retail 1000 sq/ft 
$3per/sq ft. Office 500 & 
1200sq/ft   $1.80 per sq./ft  
310-476-5511

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial Of-
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140sq/ft  $2200/mo. & 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can 
combine. D.Keasbey 
(310)477-3192

Commercial Lease
SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1040 
Remax

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

BECOME DEBT FREE and 
Financially Secure for only $25!!
Recorded message 
800-887-1090

CLEANERS & Tailoring Agency 
in Santa Monica for sale by 
owner 310-392-6160

Yard Sales

BOUTIQUE SALE Saturday 
9am-Noon 5 pieces for $1
1029 2nd Street

GIANT BOOK ONLY Sale! 
Garage in Alley 627 9th Street 
$1/$3 7am-Noon Saturday 
May 1.

MOVING SALE SAT/SUN
Furniture, Entertainment Center
T.V., Clothes and More! 
814 5th Street- Inside

Mercedes Benz C230
vin A599628

1998 - Low Miles
$14,500

Mercedes Benz E320
vin A324594

1997 - Low Miles
$16,750

Mercedes Benz S420
vin A098266

1993 - $18,000

Mercedes Benz E320
vin C128399

1994 - $18,000

2042 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
W. Los Angeles

(310) 477-6739

SEHMI MOTORS
sales and service 

Mercede Benz



CLASSIFIEDS
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Weekend Edition, April 24/25, 2004 ❑ Page 19

For RentMassage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

Local Therapist looking to 
TRADE non-sexual bodywork 
with other therapist. Paul
310-741-1901

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Yard Sales HUGE MOVING SALE!!
Featherbed Pillow Tops, 
Bookshelves, Rattan Loveseat 
& chair, Rugs, Professional 
Make-up! 1343 Oak St.-near 
14th & Ocean Park

YARD SALE: New West 
Charter Middle School Saturday
4/24, Sunday 4/25 9am-3pm
11625 Pico Blvd.

Health/Beauty

BRAIDS!
HAIR EXTENSIONS!

Full Service Salon Open 
7days/week  specializing in 

Caucasian & Asian Hair
5364 W. Adams Blvd.

braidsbysabrina.com
323-937-8870

GET THE VERY BEST FOOD!
The Vital Zuman weekly farm 
box. 310-457-1084

Fitness

Personals

Yard Sales

Computer Services Computer Services

Services

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

ACCOUNTING CYCLE Taxes!
Taxes! Call for your free tax or-
ganizer today! 310-740-1390
Pin#P00260949

Services
B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

Services

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

HOUSECLEANING SERVICE,
Homes, Apartments, Offices & 
Condos. Vacant/Construction & 
Professional. Honest & 
Excellent References Please 
CALL 213-977-4943 or 
213-247-3674

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

Services

Business Services
DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra  
300-2100/wk? Working 10 
Hours a Week? Call 
323-632-1234

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home.Computer tune-up, 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Quickbooks, internet navigation, 
software installation. PO Sale 
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day.
Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics,
centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not
issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for
Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept
checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box
1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER  RATES:
For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ JERUSALEM — An Israeli movie theater plans
to screen Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ,’’ a
decision likely to raise an uproar in the Jewish state over
accusations the movie is anti-Semitic. 

The Tel Aviv Cinematheque is in final negotiations
with Gibson’s production company for a one-time
showing of the film in Israel, probably in a few months,
cinema manager Alon Garbuz said. 

The release of the movie in the United States sparked
a debate over whether Jews bore responsibility for
Jesus’ Crucifixion. Rabbis in the United States warned
that the film would fuel anti-Semitism. 

Angry Jewish reaction prompted the Vatican to reit-
erate its stance that Jews were not collectively responsi-
ble for Jesus’ persecution. Gibson has said he didn’t
mean to portray Jews in a damaging light, and was only
trying to depict the New Testament as it was written. 

Palestinians have applauded the film, saying it truth-
fully shows Jews as the culprits, and have compared the
Crucifixion to their suffering under Israeli occupation. 

Garbuz said the cinematheque has been criticized for
its decision to show the movie. 

“I think that those who think that the film is anti-
Semitic shouldn’t come see it,’’ he said. “No one has the
moral duty to decide for the public what they can see.’’

Jewish and Christian clergy will oversee a discussion
with the audience after the viewing. 

Israel’s censorship board could prevent the screening
if it deems the movie is anti-Semitic, but Garbuz said he
has received word the board won’t stop the showing. 

■ NEW YORK — The rest of the country was
stunned, but Jennifer Hudson says her ejection this
week from “American Idol’’ didn’t surprise her. 

“I wasn’t shocked at all,’’ Hudson said on Fox’s
“Good Day Live’’ Friday. “If you’ve noticed, I’ve been
through the fire.’’

The 22-year-old singer, among the finalists on the
Fox competition dubbed “The Three Divas,’’ had been
in the bottom three in viewer votes before. 

But the judges praised her for improving each week,
and she wowed the audience Tuesday night with her
powerful rendition of Barry Manilow’s “Weekend in
New England.’’

Theories abounded as to why she was voted off
Wednesday night, ranging from racism to foul weather
that knocked out power and phone service in her home-
town of Chicago. Hudson and the other two “Divas,’’
Fantasia Barrino and La Toya London, are all black and
were the three lowest vote-getters this week, even though
they’d been considered the show’s strongest singers. 

“To me, it’s up in the air. ... It’s a waste of thoughts
to even think about what happened,’’ Hudson said. “If
there was a tornado in Chicago ... well, then, it wasn’t
fair for me to be leaving the show.’’

Hudson thinks there should be another vote, but she
added, “I feel like I’m in a better place.’’

■ NEW YORK — Beyonce, Harry Connick Jr. and
Nathan Lane are among the performers lined up to belt
out tunes from “South Pacific’’ on the world’s largest
cruise ship Saturday at a fund-raiser for Katie Couric’s
colorectal research organization. 

About 1,000 people will attend the event, which is
expected to raise at least $4 million, said Couric, the co-
host of NBC’s “Today’’ show. It will take place on the
Queen Mary 2, which arrived in Manhattan for the first
time Friday. At 151,400 tons, the liner is three times
larger than the Titanic. 

“Cunard (Line) approached some people at my
organization about a year ago and very generously
offered to host our next event,’’ Couric said. “At that
point I thought, ‘What next event?’ but given their offer
I felt like I needed to plan another one.’’

Couric partnered with the Entertainment Industry
Foundation in 2000 to found the National Colorectal

Cancer Research Alliance after her husband died of
colon cancer. 

The number of colonoscopy screenings has increased
20 percent since the center opened, according to the center. 

Nicole Kidman, Antonio Banderas, Glenn Close and
Jon Bon Jovi also are expected to attend the dinner and
performance of Richard Rodgers’ works, which
includes “Oklahoma!’’ and “The Sound of Music.’’

Couric said she thought she’d interviewed all the per-
formers at least once. 

“After 13 years on the ‘Today’ show, you’ve pretty
much interviewed everyone,’’ she said. “I personally
reached out to them. I called them personally to see if I
could twist their arms.’’

■ LONDON — Frances Shand Kydd, the mother of
the late Princess Diana, was being treated at a hospital
in Scotland after falling ill at home, a friend said. 

Shand Kydd, 67, was admitted to the hospital near
her home on the Argyll coast several days ago, the
friend said. 

She is “on the mend,’’ her friend and Catholic priest,
Father William McLean, said after visiting her. He did-
n’t identify her illness. 

Diana’s mother was taken from her home on Seil Island
to the Lorn and Islands District Hospital on Oban. The
Daily Record newspaper said that happened last week. 

Shand Kydd, who regularly attends Mass at St.
Columba’s Cathedral in Oban, has previously said her
Catholic faith helped her to deal with the grief of her
daughter’s death. 

McLean said he hoped Shand Kydd would soon be
healthy enough to be released. 

A hospital spokesman refused to comment on her ill-
ness or her condition. 

Princess Diana and her companion, Dodi Fayed, died
Aug. 31, 1997, in a crash in a Paris tunnel as paparazzi
pursued their Mercedes.
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