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VOCAL: Protesters joined the Venice Neighborhood Council-sponsored Earth Day rally on the corner of Bundy Drive and Airport Avenue
on Friday afternoon. Those who attended want to see an end to the use of lead in airplane fuel. 

BY NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS
Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. As quests for freedom go,
it’s not exactly the fight against apartheid in
South Africa. But cigar smokers around the
country are fed up with smoking bans that
prevent them from enjoying stogies in cigar
bars with friends.

A rising number of states have moved to
exempt cigars from indoor smoking bans,
often by establishing cigar bars or smoking
lounges inside cigar stores. Pro-cigar groups
have sprung up nationally and in most states,
spreading a message that their product is
fundamentally different from cigarettes.

Cigar smokers are not interested in
exposing the general public to their pungent
fumes, said Joe Arundel, president of the
Cigar Association of Washington. But they
don’t see why they can’t smoke in the com-
pany of fellow enthusiasts — a gathering
known as a “herf” in cigar circles — in busi-
nesses dedicated solely to the product.

“It’s not like people walk into a cigar store
by accident,” Arundel, who operates Rain
City Cigar in Seattle, said.

Washington used to have cigar bars and
lounges. But a ban on all indoor smoking in
2005 put them out of business. A bill intro-
duced in the state Legislature this year that
would allow a limited number of cigar
lounges and bars has languished in commit-
tee, after getting vehement opposition from

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD 
Daily Press Staff Writer 

SMO Residents living in Venice and Mar
Vista  gathered at the eastern edge of the
Santa Monica Airport on Friday to stage an

Earth Day rally against the use of leaded
fuel by owners of propeller planes that fly
over homes nearby.

Lead, long banned from normal car fuels
and many household products, presents a
recognized danger to the development of

small children, as well as other health risks
including seizures and memory loss
amongst adults.

It’s still used in fuel for piston-powered

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD 
Daily Press Staff Writer 

MIDTOWN Nurses working at Saint John’s
Health Center will have the opportunity to
vote next month on whether or not they
want to unionize, the National Labor
Relations Board reported Friday.

Representatives of Saint John’s and the
California Nurses Association (CNA) signed
a stipulated election agreement, approved by

the labor board’s regional director, which
dictates the kinds of employees that are eli-
gible to vote as well as the time and date of
the election.

Had the two sides not signed by the end
of Friday, they would have had to report to
the labor board for a pre-election hearing
Monday to hammer out the details.

Officials with Saint John’s could not be
reached for comment.

The agreement provides for a secret bal-

lot election to be held on May 25 and 26 for
the nursing unit. Full time, regular, part time
and per diem registered nurses employed by
Saint John’s will be allowed to vote.

“I think it’s very positive,” said David
Monkawa, assistant director of organizing
for the CNA.

A simple majority — 50 percent plus one
of the cast ballots — will be needed to
approve the union.

If the pro-union nurses win in May, all

registered nurses at the hospital will receive
three major benefits, Monkawa said.

First, Saint John’s will be legally obligated
to sit down with members of the new union
to negotiate a contract “in good faith.”

“Right now, they could yell until they’re
blue in the face that they want to negotiate
and the employer could say, ‘Take a hike,’”
Monkawa said.

SEE VOTE PAGE 11

SEE SMOKING PAGE 11SEE PROTEST PAGE 10

Cigar smokers
seeking right to
smoke in public

Residents rally against use of leaded fuel at SMO  

St. John’s nurses will decide in May whether to unionize
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Saturday, April 23, 2011

Peter Rabbit Day
Douglas Park

1155 Chelsea Ave., 9 a.m.
Come meet the Easter Bunny. Enjoy Easter egg coloring, games, face painting,
Easter egg hunt and much more. Egg hunts are organized by age group and will

continue while Peter Rabbit’s supplies last. Arrive early and don’t miss out. 
For more information, visit smjaycees.clubexpress.com.

‘The Merchant of Venice’
The Broad Stage

1310 11th St.
Academy-Award winner, F. Murray Abraham attacks the role of Shylock in this 

riveting update of the bard’s darkest of comedies, where religion, race and 
sexuality collide with love, family and justice. The currency of society and 

humanity has never been so changeable in this Royal Shakespeare Company 
commissioned production, the first production by an American company to be invit-
ed to the RSC’s Complete Works Festival. This production runs through April 24.

For information and times, call (310) 434-3200.

Rocking egg hunt
O’Brien’s Pub

2941 Main St., Midnight
Revelers are invited to this happening watering hole for a midnight 

Easter egg hunt. The evening also includes live music from 
The Paul Chesne Band. For more information, call (310) 396-4725.

Get into the arena 
Santa Monica Art Studios

3026 Airport Ave., 5 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Arena 1 Gallery is pleased to present “Immanent Domain,” a group exhibition curat-

ed by Allen Tombello that gathers the work of eight painters in an examination of
the slippery slope between the post-Stella status of painting as object and the stub-
born continuity of painting as it plays across the proscenium of the canvas through

non-symbolic, non-figurative performance. The exhibit runs through May 28. For
more information go to www.santamonicaartstudios.com or call (310) 397-7456.

Sunday, April 24, 2011

Happy Easter! 

Theater on the beach 
Dorothy Green Park 

2600 Barnard Way, 1 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m.
Story Theater is a unique blend of theater and storytelling, a live improvised 

show that magically unfolds in front of your eyes. Victoria Goring creates brand 
new stories from children’s suggestions. Each story is a fresh new journey into

imagination, with positive messages and guaranteed surprises! 
Admission: Suggested Donation: $5/child, $10/adult or $20/family, 1/2 groups! 

For more information call (310) 866-3755.

Get enchanted 
Santa Monica Playhouse

1211 Fourth St., 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Story-telling, sing-a-longs, crafts, face-painting, enactment of a fairytale, myth or

legend, theater games, refreshments and special surprise gifts make up this delight-
ful Santa Monica Playhouse Theatre Adventure for 4 to 10 year olds and their

grown-ups, hosted by the gaily costumed Enchanted Fairytale Ladies. Admission:
$15 for kids; adults are free. For reservations, call (310) 394-9779 ext. 2.

What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Breakfast  •  Lunch

Come try our Chicken and Waffles,
Pizza Waffles & Waffle Sliders

~ Illy gourmet coffee ~ 

Weekdays: 8am to 5pm | Weekends: 8am to 5pm | Closed Mondays

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back
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TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

C I N C O  D E  M A Y O  B E E R  S P E C I A L S !

Carta blanca6PacK bottles $5.49

tecate 12PacK cans $9.99

MEET AND GREET Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
Lukas Kovacevich, 2, with his mother Karen Ogle, gives a high five to the Easter Bunny at Santa Monica Place on Wednesday, April
20. Check out page 2's What's up Westside for Easter events around town. 

BY MICHELLE LOCKE
For The Associated Press

Sip a pinot, save the planet?
That’s the thinking behind a number of

wineries teaming up with environmental
organizations to raise funds for trees, seas
and the land.

One of the latest releases is Clean Coast
wines, the brainchild of California wine-
maker Susie Selby.

The owner of Selby Winery in
Healdsburg, Selby created the wines, avail-
able online and in Mississippi and
Louisiana, with the goal of raising aware-
ness of the Gulf Coast recovery effort.

“I spend a lot of time in Louisiana. It’s
just a place that’s near and dear to my
heart,” Selby said. After the 2010 oil spill she
decided she wanted to do something to help
the area on a long-term basis, so she came
up with Clean Coast wines.

“I’m inspired by the way the people of

New Orleans and Louisiana choose to han-
dle crisis. They love each other; they make
the most of it and they frequently do it with
a great meal in front of them and a glass of
wine in their hand,” she said.

The four wines — pinot noir, chardon-
nay, cabernet sauvignon and merlot —
carry labels decorated with marine crea-
tures. Four dollars from every bottle sold
online is donated to the Greater New
Orleans Community Foundation.

Another wine-to-water connection is
being made by Flying Fish, which makes
wines from grapes grown in Washington
state’s Columbia Valley.

“We thought we’d like to really honor
the waters that are home to the fish that are
featured on the label,” said Karmen Olson-
Stevens, brand marketing manager.

Since launching in 2004, the winery has
donated a portion of proceeds to Ocean
Conservancy, for a current total of nearly
$70,000. The money is earmarked for the

organization’s annual international coastal
cleanup and last year went to the Gulf
cleanup efforts.

Other wineries are branching out in dif-
ferent eco-related charitable directions.

Pine Ridge Vineyards in the Napa Valley
has announced it will donate $1 to
American Forests for every bottle of the
chenin blanc-viognier wine sold from April
through June to help plant up to 5,000
trees.

And Root 1, produced in Chile, is a long-
standing partner of Global ReLeaf, a branch
of American Forests. By the end of 2011,
winery officials estimate Root 1 and Global
ReLeaf will have planted more than 40,000
trees in forest restoration projects around
the world.

Hess Winery in the Napa Valley takes a
back-to-the-land approach to eco sips.

Every year they hold a chardonnay

DOWNTOWN  

Man brought back 
to SoCal in synagogue
blast case

A man suspected of causing an explo-
sion at a Santa Monica synagogue has
returned to California from Ohio and is
expected to appear in a Southern
California courtroom on a federal charge of
unauthorized flight.

U.S. attorney’s office spokesman Thom
Mrozek said Ron Hirsch was going to be in
Riverside late Friday on the fugitive charge
after being transported there by U.S. mar-
shals. Hirsch was arrested in the Cleveland
area last week after a rabbi recognized
him.

Hirsch, a 60-year-old transient, has
been charged by the Los Angeles
County district attorney’s office with
four felony counts, including posses-
sion of a destructive device and explo-
sion with intent to murder. He faces up
to life in prison without the possibility
of parole if convicted.

DAILY PRESS  
DOWNTOWN 

‘Glory,’ ‘Tombstone’
screenwriter dies

Kevin Jarre, who wrote the screenplays
for the movies “Glory” and “Tombstone,”
has died. He was 56.

His aunt, Patty Briley Bean, tells the Los
Angeles Times that Jarre died unexpect-
edly of heart failure on April 3 at his Santa
Monica home.

Jarre was a history buff who was
entranced by the Civil War since child-
hood, when he’d received toy soldiers
for Christmas. His research on a black
regiment led him to write the 1989
movie “Glory,” which won three
Academy Awards, including one for
actor Denzel Washington.

His 1993 “Tombstone,” about the
shootout at the OK Corral, got mixed
reviews but was a hit.

Jarre also co-wrote “Rambo: First Blood
Part II,” “The Devil’s Own” and “The
Mummy.”

He was the adopted son of Oscar-win-
ning composer Maurice Jarre.

— DP

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

SEE WINE PAGE 10

Eco-conscious vintners raise money for trees, seas
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Be careful what you wish for  
Editor:

There’s one point I’ve never heard anyone make, but
it’s true. If you look at the LAX Class B, you will see
that its floor over the SMO area is 5,000 MSL. That is
to keep clear of SMO’s Class D. If SMO is closed, the
FAA will lower the floor of the Class B over Santa
Monica and West L. A. to 2,500 MSL, as it is elsewhere
a similar distance from the runways at LAX.

Jets coming in the 45 and joining the downwind to
LAX will then be able to come in lower, shortening their
downwind. According to John Kounis of Pilot Getaways,
this has happened at other Class Bs when satellite air-
ports have been shuttered. I forget which. I can ask.

So the neighbors will then have a steady steam of
large jets that much lower and noisier over their neigh-
borhoods. Who knows: the FAA could even change
some LAX departure procedures to allow more depart-
ing jets to turn right earlier, since SMO is out of the
way. So which is quieter: Santa Monica as it is now, or
east of Inglewood, where the jets are descending to
LAX?

Connie Schurr
Malibu

Fooled 
Editor:

April Fools, maybe. I think the photo on page 11 of
the April 21 edition, labeled “Trippy” is a Photoshop
creation. 

I would like to believe that some dedicated soul cre-
ated the impressive pattern in the actual sand. But I
don’t.

R.G. Lake
Santa Monica

Reuse 
Editor:

When serious engine trouble hits, repowering your
vehicle rather than buying a new one is an environmen-
tally sound decision that lets you keep more “green” in
your wallet.

For the cost of an average down payment on a new
car or truck, repowering adds years of reliable vehicle
life, improves fuel efficiency, and reduces operating
costs and harmful emissions, all without monthly new
car payments and higher insurance rates.

With repowering, a vehicle’s engine or an identical
one from another like-vehicle is completely disassem-
bled, cleaned, machined and remanufactured/rebuilt.
Unlike used or junk yard engines with an unknown per-
formance and maintenance history, repowered engines
are dependable, reliable and backed by excellent war-
ranty programs.

Remanufactured/rebuilt engines save the tremen-
dous amount of energy used in processing discarded
engines and vehicles. Repowering also saves an incred-
ible amount of raw materials that would have been
used in building a new engine.

To learn more about the “green” benefits of engine
repowering, visit www.enginerepower.org.

Ken Carter
Chairman 

Engine Repower Council

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Q: I WANT TO KNOW HOW I CAN PREVENT
my bicycle from being stolen and what the
police are doing to stop bicycle thieves.

A: As a bicycle rider myself, I take this
subject very seriously and I can assure you
that the Santa Monica Police Department is
doing what they can via enforcement and
education in trying to prevent this type of
crime.

Bicycle thefts are not only a Santa Monica
issue, but an issue across the county, state
and the U.S. To combat this crime, the
SMPD has been continually conducting
extra enforcement with both uniformed and
undercover officers. More specifically, we
have had successes in placing “Decoy” or
“Bait” bicycles in high theft areas. This is
basically done by having an undercover offi-
cer place a bicycle in a high traffic area,
secure it and have it watched by other offi-
cers to see if someone attempts to cut the
lock and steal the bicycle. In fact, this was
done very recently and resulted in the arrest
of a male suspect.

The police department can’t do it alone.
The public also needs to ensure they are
aware of their surroundings and to notify the
police at (310) 458-8491 if they see any suspi-
cious people or activities. Often times I hear
people tell me they did not want to “bother”
the police. Please do bother us if you see
something out of the ordinary. Many bicycle
thefts are happening during the day in crowd-
ed areas and we need your help. The decoy
bicycle mentioned above was stolen within
eyesight of several unsuspecting people.

Bicycle owners need to ensure they have
the proper type of lock for their bicycle.
Many times I see people ride up in very
expensive bicycles, yet they secure it with an
inexpensive or easily breakable lock. The
suspect listed above was able to cut through
a thick cable lock and ride off with the bicy-
cle in literally 10 seconds. This same suspect
admitted to looking for either unlocked, or
bicycles secured with cable-type locks. He
informed us he would not even try to
attempt to steal a bicycle with a “U” type
lock as they are too hard to break. Although
we cannot guarantee your bicycle will not be
stolen if secured with a “U” type lock, our
experience is such that your odds of getting
your bicycle stolen is greatly reduced com-

pared to other types of locks.
Additionally, you should have a bicycle

license to help you identify and eventually
recover a bike if it is stolen. The cost is $3
and it is good for three years. In the event
your bicycle is stolen, there will then be a
way for us to cross check your bicycle if it is
found. In addition, it makes you get the
information we need in order to file a more
complete report as it asks for the bike color,
brand, size, serial number, etc. Bicycle licens-
es may be obtained in person at 1717 Fourth
St., Suite 150 or you can click onto the fol-
lowing link for further information on how
to obtain one:
www01.smgov.net/finance/licenses/bikelic.h
tm.

COMMUNITY EVENT
Are you prepared to provide food, water,

medical aid and other supplies for yourself
and your family in the event of an emer-
gency?  If emergency services such as fire and
the police were unable to attend to your
needs and the stores were out of food due to
an event such as an earthquake or other nat-
ural disaster, would you be able to survive?
If you said “No,” then please plan on attend-
ing a “One-Stop Prep Shop” on Tuesday,
April 26, 2011 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium Parking Lot
at 1855 Main St.

This is a unique emergency preparedness
event providing nearly everything you need
in one location to be prepared for a disaster.
Both local and survival specialty merchants
will be on hand vending the necessary items
you and your family will need in order to
weather a natural or unnatural disaster.

The recent catastrophic events in Japan
remind us of how important it is to be pre-
pared for the unexpected. Parking is free
and portions of the proceeds with be donat-
ed to the American Red Cross Japanese
Relief Fund.

For more information and to see how you
can pre-order your supplies, go to the Santa
Monica Fire Department website;
http://santamonicafire.org and click on the
“I’ve Got 7” link.

This column was prepared by NNRROO  JJEEFFFF
GGLLAASSEERR  (Beat 3: Downtown). He can be reached
at (424) 200-0683 or jeffrey.glaser@smgov.net.  

NRO Jeff Glaser Send comments to editor@smdp.com

On the Beat

Thieves attracted to pricey
bikes with cheap locks 



“BIKE RIDERS ARE ORGANIZED AND
vocal, but bus riders are not.  Santa Monica
needs to make the city more bus friendly.
Bus stops are located in the middle of
blocks. You have to walk an extra half a
block to two blocks when changing from
one bus line to another. If you want to go to
Wilshire Boulevard and Fourth Street or
Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street coming
from north or east, you cannot get off at
either corner. If you need to catch a Line 8
bus and you get off a Line 4 or Line 9 on
Fourth Street, you have to walk more than
two blocks to the middle of the block on
Second Street.”

“HERE’S A FEW SUGGESTIONS: 
• Repair damaged asphalt or cement near
curbs where bicyclists typically have to ride. 
• At residential intersections controlled by
stop signs, add notices to the signs that
read, “Bicyclists: Yield to traffic or pedes-
trians.”
• Stronger enforcement of the laws making
it illegal to drive while talking on a mobile
phone or texting.
• Widen sidewalks and add a bike-only sec-
tion.”

“PLEASE, PLEASE RETURN ALL THE
‘No Bikes’ and ‘No Pedestrian’ signs along
the beach bike path! Most of the signs
have been taken down or are hard to see.
They even used to have ‘Bikes Only’ writ-
ten along the bike path, but that also is
long gone. Bikes and pedestrians haven’t a
clue where to go along the entire board-
walk without some large and easy to read
signs.” 

“NO NEED TO DO ANYTHING. IF GAS PRICES
keep going up, people will have to stop
using cars in favor of bicycles.”

“Santa Monica will become more bike
friendly when bike rider zealots respect
the rules of the road by stopping at stop
signs and red lights, and for pedestrians in
crosswalks. They are a minority of the pop-
ulation, and should stop making unrealistic
demands for more privileges, while show-
ing some respect to the majority of us who
must drive to get places to work or do
business.”

“I NOTICE THAT THERE ARE NO BIKE
lanes on major streets where they would
be ideal; for instance Santa Monica
Boulevard on both sides from 26th Street
to Ocean Avenue. Same for Pico Boulevard
and Colorado Avenue. It seems 14th Street
leading to Lincoln Middle School and Santa
Monica College ought to be covered too.”

“PERHAPS A SPECIAL BIKE LANE CAN
be explored in the mid-road as a special
bike path, like the one at the beach. An
idea for seniors would be electric bikes
with perhaps a City Hall rebate as the util-
ity companies offer for low electrical use
appliances. It is worth a pilot project.”

“NOBODY SEEMS TO HAVE EXPLAINED
why bikes are on the sidewalk. Could it be
that the streets are unsafe to ride? Once
hit by a car while riding my bike in the

street resulted in broken bones. I’m lucky
to be alive.”

“EVERY DAY I SEE AT LEAST SIX PEOPLE
on a bicycle ride through a red light. During
the weekend you cannot drive on certain
streets because of the 30 biker morons
taking up whole lanes. Overbuilding has
destroyed Santa Monica. Instead of build-
ing infrastructure first, the progressive
City Council wants building taxes. We now
have in Montana Avenue in the past four
lanes, Broadway, Ocean Park Boulevard,
Fourth Street, are all now two lanes.
Almost 40 years ago I rode a bicycle going
to work, doing errands. I did it for health
and necessity. I didn’t hate the automobile.
Today, instead of bike riding in Culver City
and Mar Vista, we have the love of out-of-
town, progressive bike riders demanding
space from our socialists on the council.”

“BICYCLE FRIENDLY, WHAT A JOKE. THE
city is way too bicycle friendly. After all
they are the only ones who don’t have to
follow any laws or rules, or have a person-
al code of ethics or conscience because
they have become an out-of-control mob.
Whether it be one or 100 they have anoint-
ed themselves as the ecologically elite and
God’s gift to mankind and they must not
and cannot be bothered with the common
sense rules the rest of us follow. They
teach their children to break the law. They
blame others when they are in the wrong.
They cause others to have accidents trying
not to kill them. It has become so common
that seeing a cyclist obey the law is a total
surprise. Do not make it convenient for
them at everyone else’s expense.”

“TO MAKE SANTA MONICA MORE BIKE
friendly, the first thing we need to do is
make sure bikes are off the sidewalks. Too
many of these bike riders are riding on the
sidewalks and running over people who are
pedestrians, and they are more important
than the bike riders. And we have to make
sure all bike riders follow the law. Too many
times I see bike riders running through
stop signs and red lights.”

“BAN PEDESTRIANS AND OFFICIALLY
TURN the sidewalks over to bikes, skate-
boarders.”

news@smdp.com 
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General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

FREE Teeth Whitening*

& COSMETIC CONSULTATION ($400 VALUE)

CALL FOR
DETAILS

*after completion of exam and 
cleaning/ new patients only

Join the Pack… Colin’s Pack
1-2 hikes / week: $35 / hike
3-4 hikes / week: $30 / hike
Call today, for Calm dog tomorrow!

Colin West   (310) 383-8595

Is your dog getting
enough exercise?

colin@colinspack.com

Quit Smoking Today!
So you’ll be here tomorrow… 

My program is GUARANTEED!

John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com | (310)235-2883

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection,
work on some issues may require a written referral from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

READ US
ON THE GO

www.smdp.com/mobile

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

BIKE FRIENDLY
A pair of recent workshops have explored what can be done to further the “no trips”
agenda laid out in City Hall’s recently updated land use and circulation element. Making
it easier for bike riders to navigate the city was a major concern during these meetings.

This past week, Q-line asked:
What can city officials do to make Santa Monica more bike friendly?
Here are your responses:
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www.GreenBrooms.com  1445 6th St • Ground Floor • Santa Monica 310.310.2623
Call for more information or to enroll

Learn the ins and outs of being in a band
Create and play music in a band setting
Perform for your friends and family 
at the end of camp and more...

   Looking for:

- guitarists
- bass players

- drummers
- singers
- keyboardists

Kids ages 8-13Kids ages 8-13

BY KELLY DINARDO
For The Associated Press

Much has been made of the farm-to-table
restaurant movement. But what happens to
all the food that ends up uneaten at the
table?

In what you might call a burgeoning
table-to-farm movement, a small but grow-
ing number of companies are being
launched around the country to answer that
question, to help restaurants deal with the
ecologically and economically expensive
problem of food waste by composting it.

“The restaurant business is an incredibly
wasteful business,” says Peter Egelston,
owner of Portsmouth Brewery restaurant in
Portsmouth, N.H. “We generally put more
food in front of people than they can eat in
one sitting. If it’s not going home in a doggie
bag, it seems like we should send it where it
will have new life.”

And so two years ago Egelston’s brewery
began composting with the help of
EcoMovement, a company that hauls food
waste from about 40 restaurants in the
region and takes it to be composted.

Composting — a natural process in
which food and other organic scraps are
decomposed into fertile soil — has long
been a mainstay of farms and backyards. But
few restaurants have the space or time to
compost their own waste. And so they typi-
cally pay to have it disposed of in landfills
along with the rest of their trash.

But as communities have struggled to
reduce their waste, pressure has mounted on
the restaurant industry to do its part.

“A few things changed,” says Michael
Oshman, CEO of the Green Restaurant
Association. “Cities in California passed laws
requiring some level of waste reduction. To
attack waste reduction without looking at
food is like having a heart patient come in to
the doctor and not talk to them about exer-
cise and diet. So cities like San Francisco
begin composting. They demonstrate it’s
doable and others follow their lead.”

San Francisco began a pilot composting
program in 1996, which quickly expanded.
In 2001, officials made composting available
city-wide on a voluntary basis; it became
mandatory in 2009, including for the city’s
more than 5,000 restaurants. Since 1996, the
city has composted more than 835,000 tons
of food scraps.

Since then, other cities — including
Seattle — have passed similar laws that man-
date composting. But desire isn’t enough. To
compost, you either need to have a place to
put food waste — and the time to tend to it
— or arrange for it to be taken to a farm or
composting facility.

And that’s where companies like
EcoMovement come in. Rian Bedard was
inspired to start the company when he
moved from San Francisco to New
Hampshire and realized no one was offering

compost pickup. They began hauling food
waste in November 2009.

Food-waste hauling remains a small
industry, in part because the companies
struggle with where to bring the waste. Few
actually handle the composting themselves,
instead serving as an intermediary.

Some, like Compost Cab in Washington,
D.C., work with area farms. But that also can
limit the volume and content of what can be
picked up.

“There are two main constraints on a
farm that you don’t have on an industrial
facility,” says Jeremy Brosowsky, who started
the company almost a year ago.

“When you’re managing a small-scale
operation on a farm in an urban environ-
ment you want to be respectful to your
neighbors. People worry about smell and
rodents. We ameliorate that by not being too
big. The second constraint is just volume.
Urban farms tend to be less than two acres.
Composting takes about a half acre. You
can’t overwhelm them with volume because
that takes attention away from the farming,”
he said.

Which is why most compost hauling
companies work with commercial compost-
ing facilities, of which there are about 300
around the country.

San Francisco-based Kimpton Hotels &
Restaurant Group has encouraged all of
their 53 restaurants — including those out-
side the Bay Area — to compost. It isn’t
always possible. Only 35 of their properties
have programs at this time.

“The biggest challenge is finding some-
one who can haul it away,” says Frank
Kawecki, senior director of operations for
Kimpton. “It’s usually some guy in a truck.
It’s very grassroots and local.”

The company’s 10 restaurants in
Washington use EnviRelation, a 12-person
company that hauls food waste from nearly
200 offices, hotels and restaurants. Last year,
the city’s Kimpton properties alone com-
posted more than 408,000 pounds of food
scrap.

Despite trepidations about smell, staff
training and pest nuisance, when compost-
ing is available most restaurants find that it
is simple.

“It’s the same waste we were putting in a
dumpster,” says Egelston. “It just goes in a
different color bin. We’ve reduced our waste
stream so dramatically we renegotiated our
trash pickup and that offset all of the costs of
the compost program. And our customers
really appreciate it and that’s good for busi-
ness. It’s not just this woolly-headed, tree-
hugging idea. There’s a practical use to this.”

Brosowsky believes this move to compost
is similar to the start of the recycling move-
ment. In twenty years, he suspects everyone
will be composting.

“Municipal composting is coming,” says
Brosowsky. “Farm to table is good. Farm to
table back to farm is even better.”

Farm-to-table is fine, but
what comes next?
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GLADSTONE’S IS BACK.
When Bobby Morris owned it, it was the

hot spot on the beach, where you could wet
your pallet and quench your hunger with a
nice selection of seafood, while overlooking
the Santa Monica Bay. It was one of the
highest grossing restaurants in California.

Then former Mayor Richard Riordan
bought it and, after awhile, it received the
worst restaurant review in the history of the
L.A. Times — this review is still a classic.

I haven’t been there in years, but then I
heard that Sam Nazarian’s management
company SBE had taken over. So, on a lark,
and without much in the way of expectation,
I went there with a friend for lunch.

Eureka! What a change! The whole place
has been cleaned up, there’s art on the walls,
the old barricades blocking the view of the
beach have been replaced with clear plastic,
and there is a wonderful deck with shade
awnings. There’s a deck to have lunch with a
sandbox in the middle for the kids. The serv-
ice is impeccable. The food is delicious for
outdoor dining. And the prices … OK, it’s
expensive.

But it’s worth it. They got rid of the freez-
er and they bring in fresh fish every day. I
passed lots of couples dining — and I mean
dining — on the clambake, salads and sand-
wiches. The waitress, Nadelyne from
Liberia, was so nice to me I began to feel
important. And see all those guys with
earplugs?  They’re not secret service — that’s
part of the management team.

And the faux-security guys are on the
ball. When I asked the greeter why they
forced people to stand in line to register for
the patio, when it is (by law) open to the
public, she just stared at me, then called over
someone to seat me. Ten seconds later a
manager was there to ask “is there any prob-
lem?” “No” I replied, “I’m just curious why
you have people line up to sit on the public
patio.”“Shhh,” he replied,“we don’t advertise
that it’s public.”

Let’s get down to the basics: the food.
The best single dish is the clambake served

in a roasting pan and filled with everything
that I love: lobster, crab, shrimp, lots of clams,
corn on the cob, and potatoes. It easily serves
three, maybe four. Yes it cost $110, but divid-
ed three ways that’s not so bad.

Second choice: the steamed lobster. I paid
$40 for it last time, which is too much, but at
least the lobster is fresh and comes with
three good dipping sauces.

Some like the clam chowder. For me it’s
too thick and creamy — it should be about
the clams, not about cream and flour. It’s
much better at Savory in Malibu.

The salads, fresh fish, fried clams, and
sandwiches are all very good, just as you
would expect in a well run, professional,

high-volume restaurant.
And note the heavy wear on the wood

floor in the back room. Rumor has it that
there’s a lot of heavy dancing by a lot of hot
young people Friday evenings. That might
be worth checking out.

One little problem that management has
overlooked: Apparently somewhere on the
menu it says tip at 20 percent is included for
parties of six or bills over $300. We were four
with two 2 year olds that didn’t eat, and our
bill, before the 20 percent tip was about
$270. There was nothing on the charge slip
to suggest that a tip was included, and a
space was open to add a tip. My son, the
careful doctor, reviewed the itemized charge
slip and pointed out to me that the tip was
already included. I’ll bet a lot of people don’t
notice this, and the waiter didn’t point it out.

But that’s a small point. I’m glad
Gladstone’s is back. It’s a great place to take
out of town visitors.

MMEERRVV  HHEECCHHTT,,  the food and wine critic for the
Santa Monica Daily Press, is a wine buyer and
consultant to a number of national and interna-
tional food and wine companies. He can be
reached at mervynhecht@yahoo.com.

Merv Hecht Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Re-View

Glad to be back at Gladstone’s

If You Go

Gladstone’s
17300 Pacific Coast Highway
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 90272
(310) 454-3474 
www.sbe.com/gladstones

Photo by John Blanchette 
FEAST: Aptly named Executive Chef Dean Grill
cradles Gladstone's new signature dish, the
Clambake, enough for two to four people
depending on your appetite.
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NORWALK, Calif. A Southern California gang member has
been convicted of first-degree murder in the killing of a rival
whose death authorities say was immortalized in an elabo-
rate tattoo of the crime scene on the gangster’s chest.

Anthony Garcia, 25, was found guilty Wednesday in the
death of John Juarez, 23, outside a liquor store in Pico Rivera
on Jan. 23, 2004. The case had turned cold until a Los
Angeles County investigator spotted a photo of Garcia’s tat-
too and recognized the crime scene because he had visited it
as a station sergeant in the Los Angeles-area city.

The tattoo, which stretches from Garcia’s neck to his chest
and from arm to arm, showed particulars of the scene,
including Christmas lights on the store’s roof, a street sign
and a bent street lamp.

Sheriff ’s homicide investigator Kevin Lloyd was looking
at photos of tattooed gang members four years after the

killing when he came across Garcia’s tattoo and recognized
the crime scene.

It showed the victim, a member of the Pico Nuevo gang,
as a peanut, a word deputies say is derisively used to describe
rival gang members. The store had “liquor” written across
the top. Above the scene, in bold ink, were the words “Rivera
Kills,” a reference to Garcia’s Rivera 13 gang.

“I worked Pico Rivera a lot of years, so I’m pretty famil-
iar with that area,” Lloyd told the Los Angeles Times. “It was
incredible.”

The tattoo was photographed by deputies in Pico Rivera
after Garcia was booked for investigation of driving with a
suspended license in 2008.

Robert Guaderrama, Garcia’s public defender, did not
immediately return a call left for him Friday. He refused to
speak to media after the verdict, according to the San Gabriel
Valley Tribune.

Authorities routinely take photos of gang member tattoos

to help with identifying suspects in gang-related crimes.
Gang members also sometimes get tattoos to bolster their

street credentials, such as sketches of prisons where they’ve
been incarcerated or gang references on their heads and tor-
sos, homicide Lt. Dave Dolson said.

Garcia’s tattoo was different though. “I haven’t seen it
before, and I haven’t heard of anything like it either,” Dolson
said.

Garcia was arrested in October 2008, and authorities say
he later confessed to detectives who were working undercov-
er at the jail.

Capt. Mike Parker said Garcia’s body art acted as a con-
fession and he marveled that the stroke of luck involved in
the case.

“He tattooed his confession on his chest. You have a
degree of fate with this,” Parker said. “The detective who
spotted it had been a Pico sergeant who went on to become
a homicide sergeant. I never worked Pico station. I never
would have recognized that Pico liquor store.”

Records show Juarez was standing by pay phones outside
the liquor store when two men walked up to him, asked
where he was from and shot several times. The gunmen fled
in a waiting pickup.

A second gunman hasn’t been charged, but Robert
Armijo, 28, of Pico Rivera, has pleaded guilty to assault with
a firearm and voluntary manslaughter. He faces 20 years in
prison when he is sentenced on May 3.

Garcia, also known as “Chopper,” faces 65 years to life in
prison when he is sentenced May 19, Deputy District
Attorney Brock Lunsford said.
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Questions
about your
love life?

Stop letting false prophets hinder your decisions.

Specializing in
matters of the
heart and can

connect you with
your soul mate.

Reveals past present and future  |  Tarot cards, palm and aura readings  |  Vever failing advice on love, money, career
Remove bad karma and negative energies  |  Also available for social events  |  Specializing in Feng Shui healing

Call today for a free 5 minute reading and prove it to yourself to find the answers you seek  |  Walk-ins welcome

Celebrity Psychic Rosa
11514 West Pico Blvd  |  LA, CA 90064

424-832-7370 |   310-279-7253 |   Mon – Sun   9am - 9:30pm

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

FRESNO, Calif. A California teenager accused of molesting
and drowning a 4-year-old neighbor boy and hiding his
body in a clothes dryer was convicted of first-degree murder
Friday.

A judge also found 15-year-old Raul Castro guilty of lewd
and lascivious conduct and sodomy. The judge found Castro
not guilty of kidnapping.

Castro was tried as an adult in the October 2009 killing of
Alex Mercado. Castro was 14 when he drowned the pre-
schooler in a bathtub after the child said he would tell his
mother about the sexual assault.

The Mendota teen confessed in taped interviews with
detectives to sexually assaulting and killing the boy.

Castro’s defense attorney, Barbara Hope O’Neill, argued
the teen was mentally ill and did not intend to kill Alex.
O’Neill based her argument on the testimony of a psychia-
trist who said Castro’s mental illness led him to disassociate
with reality.

The doctor testified that Castro has a history of depres-
sion, suicidal behavior, hallucinations, bipolar disorder and
anxiety. He also said the teen had suffered physical abuse as
a toddler by his mother’s boyfriend. Castro had an out-of-
body experience as he killed and sexually assaulted Alex, psy-
chiatrist Avak Albert Howsepian said.

But prosecutor Robert Romanacce challenged the doc-
tor’s credibility. The murder was premeditated, the prosecu-
tor said, and Castro was in a clear state of mind at the time.

A judge decided the case after Castro waived his right to
a jury trial.

Sentencing is scheduled for June 24.

Tattoo helps ID gang member convicted of murder

Teen found guilty of
molesting, drowning boy
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With a slumping economy, ensuing global
conflicts and our own personal dilemmas,

a few drinks come as a welcome respite for
many. But before you have that extra glass of
wine at dinner, make sure you are aware of some
new laws and issues that may drastically affect
your driving privileges. California has some of the
toughest  DUI laws in the country, and while no
one plans to get arrested for DUI, here are 5
helpful tips to remember if you find yourself at
the wrong end of a DUI checkpoint this year.

1)) Submitt Too FSTS: When arrested for DUI many
people look for a quick and easy way out of it
such as refusing to submit the officer's tests.
Well, truth be told, this doesn't really work.
Refusing to submit to field sobriety tests (FSTS)
will almost always earn a year suspension from
the DMV regardless what happens with your
court case. Refusing to submit to FSTS might
weaken the State's evidence against you, but is it
worth risking an automatic one year suspension?
This includes submitting a breathalyzer test at
the scene of the arrest (called a PAS test).A PAS
test might not even be admissible in the criminal
case, but if you are below a .08 it will save you a
ton of hassle…and probably earn a get out of jail
free card. Submit to testing and let a skilled
lawyer take it from there. Even if the test results
appear "bad," by hiring the right attorney there
are many legal arguments and challenges that can
be made to the manner in which the tests weand
administered, your statements, and the results of
the tests.

2)) Requestt AA Hearing: if arrested for DUI you will
receive a temporary driver's license that is good
for 30 days before your license is suspended.
However, you have the right to request an admin-
istrative hearing with the DMV in order to chal-
lenge the suspension.This hearing might also
yield valuable testimony from the arresting offi-
cers that could help you later on when fighting
your case in court.Administrative hearings are
conducted either in person or telephonically, are
far less formal than a court proceeding, and have
a lower evidentiary standard of proof
required to sustain a suspension.
Administrative hearings must be
requested within 10 days of arrest,
so make sure to act fast if you are
arrested.A trained experienced
lawyer is also advantageous in
order to help navigate through the
complexities of the DMV.

3)) Knoww Thee Penalties: In most Los

Angeles County courtrooms a "standard" first
time DUI conviction carries with it a $390 fine, 3
month alcohol program, 3 year probation, and
mandatory installation of an ignition interlock
device (a new 2010 law that L.A. County D.A.'s
and C.A.'s are widely enforcing).Typically, prose-
cutors will not seek jail confinement on a 1st
time conviction. In addition to the fines, the
court will add on various penalty assessments
and fees that could raise your final bill to
upwards of $1,750. Depending on the circum-
stances of your case (under 21, high blood alco-
hol, refusal) the court could also order you to
complete community service, caltrans work,
attend AA meetings, and complete a MADD or
hospital/morgue program.A first time DUI con-
viction is priorable, meaning it will be used to
enhance punishment on any subsequent DUI in a
10 year period.A second time DUI begets similar
punishment with heightened fines and a manda-
tory minimum of 96 hours (4 days) in jail. Of
course, all of these penalties and punishments
are subject to change based on varying circum-
stances, and it should be noted that there are
additional restrictions that the DMV can enforce
on top of all the court required punishments.

4)) Bee Politee && Courteous: No matter what crime
you are arrested for, be it for DUI or some other
offense, dealing with police officers in a calm,
respectful, and appropriate manner is always the
best approach and will reward you in the end.
Officers will note your behavior in their reports,
and any belligerent outburst or tirade will likely
be used against you as a sign of intoxication and
could also earn you additional charges. Of course
the opposite is also true meaning if you are calm
and collected it could be used as a sign of non-
impairment. Even if you didn't do anything
wrong always remember that you attract more
bees with honey!

5)) Don'tt Drive!: The easiest tip of all...drink to
your heart's content and enjoy the holidays, and
when you're done take a cab, ride a bus, or call a

friend...just don't drive!
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BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
AP Legal Affairs Writer

COLUMBUS, Ohio Until early 2009, David
Garrett made his living as a street-level mar-
ijuana dealer in Los Angeles, according to his
attorney. Then, the attorney said, he struck
up a relationship with a woman whose
lifestyle required Garrett to raise his drug
sales to another level.

Garrett and his new girlfriend, Lisette
Lee, each brought something to the relation-
ship, Garrett’s attorney said in court papers.

“Garrett indicated he had a supplier who
could provide them with a larger quantity of
marijuana and that he knew of people who
would purchase the supply in Ohio,” his
attorney, Summer McKeivier, of Studio City,
Calif., said in a court filing earlier this
month.

“Lee indicated she had access to planes
and money to fund the purchase and trans-
portation,” the filing said.

On Friday, Garrett was sentenced to 10
years and one month in prison. He was the
first of six defendants to be sentenced in a
scheme that delivered thousands of pounds
of marijuana to Ohio in suitcases.

The government had argued for a sen-
tence of 11 to 14 years. Garrett pleaded
guilty last year to distributing more than
2,000 pounds of marijuana.

Authorities say the plot involved 14
flights from Los Angeles to Ohio and else-
where, distributed about 7,000 pounds of
the drug and earned more than $3 million
from November 2009 through April of last
year.

The government said Garrett oversaw the
packaging and concealment of each load in
large suitcases, sometimes directing others
to conceal the marijuana odor with Febreze

and dryer sheets.
Garrett was the direct link to the source

of the marijuana in Los Angeles, according
to the government, and along with Lee was
responsible for shipping the drug from Los
Angeles to Ohio and shipping the profits
back.

Garrett helped Lee recruit a group of four
or five to transport the 500-pound marijua-
na shipments and gave money to Lee or her
associates to pay for round-trip chartered
private flights from Los Angeles at a cost of
$50,000 per trip, according to Matthew
Heufelder, a U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration agent.

Marijuana “is a drug that is too common-
ly abused in our society,” Tim Pritchard, an
Assistant U.S. Attorney, argued in court
papers ahead of Friday’s sentencing.

The drug has a negative impact on its
users, “their families and society as a whole,”
he said.

Garrett’s attorney, McKeivier, argued for
the minimum sentence of 10 years, saying
his client was raised by a single mother and
had struggled for much of his life with drugs
and alcohol. In addition, the attorney said,
Garrett began cooperating as soon as he was
arrested and has since apologized.

Garrett began the scheme “to keep up
with the extravagant lifestyle of his girl-
friend,” McKeivier said in an April 11 court
filing. His role in the scheme ended in April
2010 when he broke up with Lee, the filing
said.

Lee arranged to have her family’s person-
al travel agent arrange chartered flights and
rental cars and had her family’s personal
pilot fly the planes, according to the filing.

“By most accounts, he is an honorable
and respectful young man,” Garrett’s attor-
ney said.

Calif.-to-Ohio pot case
winding up with plea deals
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• Low Prices
• Reliable Service
• Experienced Drivers
• On-Time

Call
Now!

310.444.7777
www.MetroCabCo.com

27.90*

from SM to LAX

month during which 1 percent of profits on
sales of chardonnay are donated under the 1
Percent for the Planet environmental advo-
cacy program. Year-round, the winery
donates 1 percent of profits from its Hess
Small Block Series limited selection wines.

And Hess, which is in its fourth year of
participating in the project, recently made
grants of $10,000 to The Land Trust of Napa
County and another $10,000 to the Napa
County Student & Landowner Education
and Watershed Stewardship program.

The charity-wine connection is a natural
fit for an industry that seeks to connect with
consumers on a personal level, Olson-

Stevens notes.
“First of all, we do it because we care

about the oceans and rivers and we’re com-
mitted to making a change,” said Olson-
Stevens. “But it also gives us a story to tell
our consumers.” Wine is known for starting
conversations, and having an environmental
tie-in is one more thing to talk about along
with where the wine came from, how it’s
made and how it tastes, she said.

For Selby, raising money for environmen-
tal causes also is a way to cut through the
slightly intimidating image that can be asso-
ciated with wine.

“It’s an honor to be able to give back
through wine,” she said, “because people are
still enjoying the food and wine experience,
but they’re also able to make a little bit of a
difference.”

WINE
FROM PAGE 3

aircraft, which fly out of the airport on a
210-degree heading over the Penmar Golf
Course and then Venice neighborhoods and
schools.

Lead in fuel exhaust is tiny, particulate
matter that disperses through the atmos-
phere and deposits based on wind or other
weather patterns, like rain.

The rally’s organizers specifically called
out the six flight schools operating at SMO,
saying that the piston-powered aircraft used
by the schools account for 40 percent of the
flights out of SMO.

According to the Venice Neighborhood
Council’s Santa Monica Airport Committee
release about the event, members chose the
issue for Earth Day because lead is a cumu-
lative toxin.

“They want to expose this condition of
lead still being used in aviation fuel, where
it’s been outlawed in automobile gasoline, in
paints. It’s very problematic for young peo-
ple in schools,” said Martin Rubin, member
of Concerned Residents Against Airport
Pollution, which also took part in the
protest.

Rubin, a resident of Mar Vista, noted that
students at the flight schools travel in a
southerly loop around the Mar Vista and
Venice neighborhoods.

In response to such accusations, airport
and city officials point to two studies — con-
ducted by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District and the federal
Environmental Protection Agency — which
examined lead levels produced by the airport.

“The AQMD did the most exhaustive
study,” said Airport Manager Robert
Trimborn. “It looked at the lead during that
study, and found no exceedences at all. The
EPA then ratcheted down the exposure level
ten-fold … and still couldn’t find any evi-
dence that lead exposure exceeded federal
standards.”

That study did find, however, that while

at no point did lead concentrations exceed
the new, much lower limit of 150 nanograms
per cubic meter, lead levels in the air near the
runways were higher than elsewhere in the
urban Los Angeles region, said AQMD
spokesman Sam Atwood.

The EPA study showed similar results.
Scientists monitored the airport lead lev-

els in two phases, one during the summer
and one during the winter, and tested soil in
parks and around homes.

The winter phase consisted of two, four-
day periods, focusing on weekends when the
airport would be the busiest, while the sum-
mer phase used one week in July.

Overall, the EPA found no elevated lead
levels in the parks or on airport property.
Two of the surveyed homes did show elevat-
ed lead levels, but the EPA report suggests
that lead had little to do with the airport.

The EPA did reiterate that its study served
primarily to update its own air quality mon-
itoring models rather than as a risk assess-
ment of any kind.

Santa Monica City Hall considers its
actions on lead exposure ahead of the game,
both by offering the airport up for examina-
tion by the EPA and SCAQMD as well as
working closely with the Federal Aviation
Administration and EPA to develop unlead-
ed airplane fuels, said Kate Vernez, assistant
to the City Manager.

Those assurances don’t phase those con-
cerned about the negative impacts of lead
exposure.

“There’s a high concentration of popula-
tion there, and any amount of lead is harm-
ful,” Rubin said.

Although he understands lead can’t be
taken out of airplane fuel overnight, Rubin
sees the vehicles that need leaded fuels as
things of the past.

“Now, we have new cars that burn
unleaded fuel, that are quieter and less pol-
luting,” he said. “And aircraft? They’re the
same ones used years ago, they’re not
upgrading.”

ashley@smdp.com
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the state Department of Health.
The Health Department opposes any

change to the state’s indoor smoking ban,
one of the nation’s first, said Tim Church, a
spokesman for the agency.

“The indoor smoking law was passed by a
great majority in every county in
Washington state,” Church said.

The ban is intended to protect the health
of non-smokers and especially of employees
who work in bars and restaurants, Church
said.

“We don’t like the idea of an employee
having to sign away their rights to health to
have a job,” Church said.

Washington has been inhospitable to
smokers for years. The state was an early
adopter of smoking bans in bars and restau-
rants, and its cigarette tax of more than $3 a
pack is among the highest in the nation.

Annie Tegen of Seattle, program manager
for Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights, said
they oppose any effort to weaken smoking
bans.

“The public loves this law,” Tegen said.
“There is no reason to weaken this law and
put our workers at risk.”

The anti-smoking group Action on
Smoking and Health (ASH) of Washington,
D.C., said there is no legal right to smoke in
the U.S., and many other countries are
adopting bans on public smoking.

“The tendency is more towards protect-
ing the health of the population, rather than
exemptions,” said Laurent Huber, head of
the group.

After years of victories, there are signs that
anti-smoking forces are encountering some
resistance. A nationwide advocate for cigar
smokers said the tide seems to be turning
against bans that lump cigars with cigarettes.

Kansas, Minnesota and Illinois also have
pending legislation that would loosen smok-
ing bans to allow for cigar bars, said Glynn
Loope, executive director of Cigar Rights of
America.

“Five years ago, I wouldn’t give you a $10
bet on any of these bills being drafted,”
Loope said. Now some might even be
passed, he said. New York, Nebraska, and
Oregon are among 13 states that ban indoor
smoking but allow exemptions for cigar
bars, he said.

Cigars and cigarettes have fundamental
differences, cigar advocates say. Premium
cigars are more expensive, take longer to
smoke and tend to be favored by older peo-
ple. Cigar smokers don’t chain-smoke and
often regard their activity as an occasional
luxury to be savored with friends and a
drink, Loope said.

“The cigar industry is based on art and
culture, and not being abusive to the prod-
uct,” Loope said. “The average cigar smoker
smokes two a month.”

Cigar stores tend to attract only cigar
smokers, not people who would be offended
by the smoke, he said.

“These shops lose a lot of their character
and soul when they can’t allow use of a per-
fectly legal cigar in the shop,” Loope said.

No one is forced to work in cigar shops,
and several states require such employees to
sign waivers indicating they understand the
dangers of second-hand smoke, Loope said.

Cigar advocates see themselves as
oppressed by a hypocritical majority that is
obsessed with stamping out tobacco use
while tolerating alcohol.

Arundel noted the bill in Washington
would allow a maximum of 100 cigar bars to
open across the state. By contrast, there are
5,800 liquor licenses, he said.

“Should we be any more discriminated
against than anybody else?” Arundel said.

Smoking opponents would no doubt
argue with that logic — after all, bartenders
can’t get sick from alcohol by serving it, but
an employee of a cigar bar is exposed to sec-
ondhand smoke. Nevertheless, Arundel said
cigar smokers will continue to fight for cigar
bars and lounges, a cause they see as stand-
ing up for the rights of private property
owners.

“All we are asking for in our state is a lit-
tle bit of reason and fairness,” he said.

SMOKING
FROM PAGE 1

Second, the nurses would become “just
cause” employees rather than their current
designation of “at will” employees. That
makes it harder for the hospital to fire
individual nurses without showing a great
deal more proof that they ought to be let
go.

Finally, the hospital would no longer have
the right to make unilateral changes without
first consulting the nurses.

“You can see, the nurses would have a lit-
tle more power than they have now, a little
more democracy and more rights,”
Monkawa said.

Nurses at Saint John’s won the opportu-
nity to vote on April 11 when they turned in
cards to the labor board proving that 30 per-
cent of nurses supported holding a vote.

This isn’t the first time nurses at Saint
John’s have tried to organize. They held a
vote in 2002, but failed to reach the 50 per-
cent plus one margin of victory.

Some blame that loss on intimidation
tactics, like those Saint John’s was found
guilty of committing in a July 2010 court
decision.

The labor board prosecuted the hospital,

claiming that two managers had interrogat-
ed nurses about a petition presented to Chief
Executive Officer Lou Lazatin as well as
attempts to organize into a union in 2008.

A federal administrative law judge ruled
in favor of the labor board and nurses, say-
ing Saint John’s violated federal labor laws
by intimidating nurses.

At the time, the hospital defended itself in
a written statement, saying that officials had
merely tried to encourage nurses to find less
disruptive ways to gather support for the
union movement.

According to Joseph Fahey, chair of
Catholic Scholars for Worker Justice and
professor of religious studies at Manhattan
University, it’s the duty of a Catholic organi-
zation like Saint John’s to support its nurses
in their attempt to organize.

“We stand in strong support for the
nurses who wish to organize at Saint
John’s. They have the weight of centuries of
Catholic Social Teaching on workers’ rights
and labor unions behind them,” Fahey
wrote in an e-mail. “We call on the
Catholic Sisters of Charity Leavenworth
Health System not only to support but to
encourage their nurses to form a labor
union.”

ashley@smdp.com
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BY KIMBERLY HEFLING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Imagine U.S. combat troops
and aviators wearing body armor that fits so
poorly that it’s tough to position a weapon
to shoot, combat uniforms with knee pads
that hit around mid-shin and flight suits
that make it nearly impossible to urinate
while in flight.

For many female troops, it’s just another
day on the battlefield as they wear clothing
and protective gear designed primarily for
men. Each of these issues is now getting
some attention from the military.

Seven hundred female Army troops are
testing a new combat uniform for women
with shorter sleeves and knee pads in the
right place for their generally shorter legs. A
committee on women’s issues has recom-
mended that flight suits be redesigned for
both men and women so it’s unnecessary to
completely disrobe before urinating. And
engineers have been looking at ways to
design body armor that better fits the con-
tours of a woman’s body.

Some military women are reluctant to
embrace changes that would set them apart
from their male colleagues, but several for-
mer and current military women said the
changes certainly beat the consequences of
the current one-piece flight suits or being
unable to engage in battle or defend them-
selves because of uncooperative gear.

Female troops are about 20 percent more
likely than their male counterparts to report
musculoskeletal disorders, and poorly fitting
body armor could at least in part be a factor.
For female aviators, dehydration can be a

hazard if they opt not to drink water before
flights, and those who wait too long to use
the bathroom can experience urinary prob-
lems.

Some of the challenges for women came
up in focus groups conducted with both
male and female service members, a majori-
ty of whom reported that the equipment
given to females was inadequate, “including,
but not limited to poor quality or outdated
equipment, lack of necessary equipment,
tardy issue of equipment, and equipment
not sized or designed for women,” according
to a 2009 report by the Defense Department
Advisory Committee on Women in the
Services. The report noted that the problems
weren’t always confined to women.

“When your gear doesn’t fit right, it’s
going to make you more vulnerable and less
effective,” said Spc. Chandra Banks, 27, an
Army reservist who has done two tours in
Iraq and now works as a research fellow for
the nonprofit Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans
of America.

Banks said she noticed improvements in
her body armor during her second deploy-
ment, but because the armor was so large it
still chafed her hips when she had to sit for
hours in a Humvee, and aggravated a knee
injury because of the armor’s unevenly dis-
tributed weight. She said better-fitting body
armor would also make it easier to position
a rifle or machine gun for shooting.

In January, the congressionally appointed
Military Leadership Diversity Commission
recommended to Congress and President
Barack Obama that women be allowed to
fully serve in combat. The reality, however, is
that women already are serving in the war

zones in positions such as truck drivers and
helicopter pilots. About 14 percent of all
service members are women, and about
220,000 women have gone to the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Army is well under way in develop-
ing a woman’s combat uniform that would
replace the “unisex” one designed primarily
for a man’s body. It is similar to combat uni-
forms in women’s sizes offered by the Air
Force and Marines. The Army Uniform
Board will vote this fall on whether to adopt
it.

The goal is to give the approximately
70,000 women in the Army a better fitting
and more professional looking uniform that
doesn’t stand out when they are in forma-
tion, said Maj. Sequana Robinson, assistant
product manager for clothing at the Army’s
Program Executive Office Soldier at Fort
Belvoir, Va.

A better fitting uniform “raises motiva-
tion and the performance level because a
person feels more professional,” Robinson
said. “So, it’s the same uniform. It is not, not
a form-fitting uniform. It’s just a uniform
that’s based on female body dimensions. It’s
less material because women are different
than men.”

For the first time since 1988, engineers at
the Natick Soldier Research, Development
and Engineering Center in Massachusetts
are doing an anthropometric survey of
thousands of troops to better gauge body
shapes and measurements within the Army’s
force. They are measuring 13,000 troops,
including 5,000 female active duty and
National Guard members.

The measurements are expected to help

the center design body armor that better fits
women.

If the body armor is too small, it can be
painful. If it’s too large, it can be difficult to
walk in or otherwise maneuver.

Former Army Staff Sgt. Maria Canales,
30, of New York City said during her Iraq
deployment in 2005-2006 she first wore
body armor that was painfully snug, but
after she upgraded to a larger size she wor-
ried about her safety.

“Thank God, nothing happened where
my body was compromised, but it was loos-
er and I guess that’s the disadvantage
because what if ... we have contact, it would
be easier for something to happen,” Canales
said.

Since women tend to be smaller than
men, the issue of body armor weight can
cause “physical performance degradation”
in a number of ways, David Accetta, a
spokesman for the Natick center, said in an
email. While that’s also true for many male
troops, the problems tend to be more pro-
nounced in smaller women, Accetta said.
Engineers are attempting to design armor
that takes into account narrower shoulders
and smaller waists, as well as breasts.
Accetta said it’s not clear when it will be
done.

For fliers, the Defense Advisory
Committee on Women in the Services has
recommended that flight suits be designed
for both men and women that are more
functional, meaning it is easier to pull down
in the back to use the restroom without an
aviator’s having to completely disrobe. The
Army may look into designing such a suit
with women in mind.

Female Army troops testing out new combat uniforms
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BY MITCH STACY
Associated Press

BRADENTON, Fla. Veterans, military fami-
lies and others who oppose a decades-old
law that shields military medical personnel
from malpractice lawsuits are rallying
around a case they consider the best chance
in a generation to change the widely unpop-
ular protection.

The U.S. Supreme Court has asked for
more information from attorneys and will
decide next month whether to hear the case
of a 25-year-old noncommissioned officer
who died after a nurse put a tube down the
wrong part of his throat.

If the law is overturned, it could expose
the federal government to billions of dollars
in liability claims. That makes it highly
unlikely a divided Congress desperate to cut
expenses will act on its own to change what’s
called the Feres Doctrine, a 1950 Supreme
Court ruling that effectively equates injuries
from medical mistakes with battlefield
wounds.

The court case involves the death of Air
Force Staff Sgt. Dean Patrick Witt, who was
hospitalized in 2003 for what should have
been a routine appendectomy at Travis Air
Force Base in Fairfield, Calif. Following sur-
gery, a nurse anesthetist inserted a breathing
tube into his esophagus instead of his tra-
chea or airway, depriving his brain of oxy-
gen. Witt, of Oroville, Calif., died once his
family removed him from life support three
months later.

The nurse admitted her mistake and sur-
rendered her state license. Federal courts
denied the legal claim by Witt’s widow, say-
ing their hands were tied by the Feres
Doctrine. Witt’s family appealed, aiming to
help other service members who get hurt in
military hospitals.

“We labored on this for a long, long time,
and we decided that the right thing to do
here was to protect the rights of other people
who go into the military and are signing
away their rights to get good health care in
the military system,” said Witt’s brother-in-
law, Carlos Lopez, of Salt Lake City.“So we’re
hoping, we’re praying, that his case could be
the one that changes everything.”

The Feres (pronounced FEHR-es) ruling
grew out of the Federal Tort Claims Act of
1946, which allowed lawsuits against the
government for negligent acts under certain

circumstances. Initially the law was inter-
preted to forbid lawsuits by military person-
nel and their families only for combat-relat-
ed injuries and deaths, but the decision in
Feres vs. United States — involving a soldier
who died in a barracks fire — widened that
exclusion to bar any lawsuits over injuries
“incident to military service.”

Opponents argue that the act’s intent was
never to prevent servicemen and women
who are victims of medical malpractice and
their families from seeking redress. The
effort to change the law has gotten wide sup-
port from military officers and veterans
groups, including seven that have filed briefs
in Witt’s case to demonstrate the public’s
interest to the justices.

“We’ve given them a case that presents
them with the best opportunity to fix this in
a long time,” said Jamal Alsaffar, whose
Austin, Texas, law firm represents the family.
“They’re the ones who broke it, so they are
in the best position to fix it.”

At least one of the justices has criticized
the law the last time a related case came
before the high court. The 1987 case reaf-
firmed the military hospitals’ protections in
a 5-4 ruling, with conservative Justice
Antonin Scalia writing a harsh dissenting
opinion.

“Feres was wrongly decided and heartily
deserves the widespread, almost universal
criticism it has received,” Scalia wrote.

The law has survived myriad legal chal-
lenges over the years and various congres-
sional efforts to overturn it. In 2009, a bill
introduced in the House — in the name of a
29-year-old Marine sergeant and Iraq war
veteran who died of skin cancer his family
claims was misdiagnosed — got some trac-
tion, but not enough. Republican lawmakers
derided the measure, saying that opening up
the military to lawsuits would be expensive
and benefit trial lawyers more than service
families.

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated it would cost the government an aver-
age of $135 million every year in claims. If
the law were made retroactive, the estimated
price tag was $2.7 billion over the next 10
years.

One of the bill’s sponsors, Rep. Maurice
Hinchey, D-N.Y., argued that the cost would
be less than estimated because the law would
result in a better level of care in military hos-
pitals and fewer negligence claims.

Military facing challenge
to malpractice shield
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BY NICOLE WINFIELD
Associated Press

VATICAN CITY Pope Benedict XVI consoled
a 7-year-old Japanese girl, reassured a moth-
er about her ailing son’s soul and advised a
Muslim woman that dialogue was the way to
peace in Ivory Coast.

The pontiff ’s words came during an
unusual Good Friday question and answer
session on Italian state TV — part of a new
Vatican push to engage with the world
online and through Facebook, Twitter and
other social media.

He seemed a bit stiff, sitting all alone in a
big white chair behind his desk inside the
Apostolic Palace as an unseen interviewer
read out the letters to him.

But the teacher and pastor in the 84-year-
old Benedict came through as he fielded the
questions, which all dealt with suffering and
Jesus’ death, which Christians recall on
Good Friday, and his resurrection, celebrat-
ed on Easter Sunday.

The first question came from young
Elena, who asked the pope why she felt so
afraid after Japan’s earthquake shook her
house and killed so many children.

“Why do children have to be so sad?” the
girl asked. “I’m asking the pope, who speaks
with God, to explain it to me.”

Speaking simply as if Elena were right
there, Benedict responded that he too won-
dered why so many innocent people suffer,
but that she should take heart in knowing
that Jesus had suffered too.

“You can be sure that in the world, in the
universe, there are many people who are
with you, thinking of you, doing what they
can for you to help you,” Benedict said.

“Be assured, we are with you, with all the
Japanese children who are suffering.”

He then turned to a question from an
Italian mother, Maria Teresa, who worried
about her son, Francesco, who has been in a
vegetative state since Easter 2009. She asked
if Francesco’s soul still remained.

“He feels the presence of love,” Benedict
told her, praising her for keeping her vigil as
a “true act of love.”

“I encourage you, therefore, to carry on,
to know that you are giving a great service to
humanity with this sign of faith, with this
sign of respect for life, with this love for a
wounded body and a suffering soul,” he said.

Monsignor Paul Tighe, the No. 2 in the
Vatican’s social communications office, said
the decision to have the pope engage in the
televised event stemmed from the realization
that Benedict must engage more with the
public to ensure his message is received.

In the past, Benedict has taken preselected
questions from carefully chosen Catholics,
responding live in St. Peter’s Square, such as

when he meets annually with university stu-
dents. He also regularly answers questions
submitted beforehand by journalists when
flying to foreign countries and has fielded
questions from groups of priests.

But the Good Friday session was the first
time he had taken questions from the gener-
al public — and not necessarily even the
Catholic public.

“The advantage of this is it opens up the
possibility to people who couldn’t hope or
aspire to having a direct meeting with the
pope, but through the Internet can put their
questions there,” Tighe said.

That was certainly the case for Bintu, a
Muslim woman who greeted the pope in
Arabic and asked him in French for his
advice on bringing peace to Ivory Coast,
which has been wracked by political vio-
lence.

Benedict told her he was grieved that he
could do so little, saying he had tasked the
head of the Vatican’s justice and peace office,
Cardinal Peter Kodwo Turkson, to try to
mediate between the country’s opposing fac-
tions.

“The only path is to renounce violence, to
begin anew with dialogue, with the attempt
to find peace together, with a new concern
for one another, a new willingness to be
open to one another,” the pontiff said.

It was a very feminine-focused event,
with three of the questions coming from
women and a fourth about Mary.

Benedict continued that theme with the
more traditional Good Friday event — the
nighttime Way of the Cross procession at
Rome’s Colosseum, in which the faithful re-
enact the final hours of Christ’s life. The
meditations for each station of the cross
were composed by an Italian nun, Sister
Maria Rita Piccione, and the artwork accom-
panying them were designed by another
nun.

While the Q&A session departed from
the Vatican’s Good Friday routine, elsewhere
in the world ancient Christian practices
marked the solemn day.

In Jerusalem, Christian pilgrims filled
the cobblestone alleyways of the walled
Old City to commemorate Jesus’ crucifix-
ion there two millennia ago. Thousands of
international visitors and local Christians
retraced Christ’s last steps down the Via
Dolorosa, Latin for the “Way of Suffering.”
The route ends at the ancient Church of
the Holy Sepulcher, revered as the site of
Jesus’ crucifixion, burial and his resurrec-
tion on Easter Sunday.

“All my life I’ve been waiting for this wish
— I’ve been wishing for one day to come
here in Jerusalem to worship. I wanted to
step where my lord stepped,” said Roshan
Futsom, a pilgrim from Toronto.

Pope talks of suffering during
Good Friday television show



WEEKEND EDITION, APRIL 23-24, 2011
International

15Visit us online at smdp.com

(310) 828-3333
www.passengerswanted.net

• Beautiful Towncars and Vans

• Reservations required

• Charter/Party service • Call for value pricing

LOCAL
TOWNCAR
SERVICE

Santa Monica
to LAX $35

(add $10 for pickup from LAX)

Skycar LIMO
Towncars and Vans

BY ELAINE KURTENBACH
AP Business Writer

TOKYO Toyota’s global car production, dis-
rupted by parts shortages from Japan’s
earthquake and tsunami, won’t return to
normal until November or December —
imperiling its spot as the world’s top-selling
automaker.

President Akio Toyoda apologized to cus-
tomers for the delays due to the March 11
disasters that damaged suppliers in north-
eastern Japan, affecting automakers around
the world.

“To all the customers who made the deci-
sion to buy a vehicle made by us, I sincerely
apologize for the enormous delay in deliv-
ery,” Toyoda said at a news conference in
Tokyo.

Toyota Motor Corp. earlier said it has suf-
fered a production loss of 260,000 cars.
Earlier this week, it resumed car production
at all of its plants in Japan for the first time
since the quake, but the factories are running
at half capacity due to the parts shortages.
Japanese manufacturers are also grappling
with power shortages.

Aftershocks from the magnitude 9.0
quake have slowed progress, Toyoda said.

“We’ve seen some of the recovery work
set back to square one many, many times,” he
said.

The setbacks could cost Toyota its top
position in the global auto industry.

Last year, Toyota sold 8.42 million vehi-
cles, barely keeping its lead over a resurgent
General Motors Co., which sold 8.39 mil-
lion, thanks to booming sales in China.
Given Toyota’s production woes, GM could
reclaim the title of world’s largest automak-
er that it lost in 2008.

Adding to those worries, customers in
some overseas markets are raising questions
over possible radiation contamination of
exported vehicles due to radiation leaks at a
tsunami-damaged nuclear plant in northern
Japan’s Fukushima prefecture (state).

In response to that concern, Japanese
automakers have begun checking radiation

levels on some cars and tires before ship-
ment.

“We want to erase their worries by taking
this measure,” said Hirokazu Furukawa, a
spokesman for the Japan Automobile
Manufacturers Association. He noted that
no radiation has been detected on cars
bound for overseas markets so far.

Toyoda and other Toyota executives said
normal production for some vehicles inside
Japan could resume by July, with normal
output beginning to be restored by August
overseas. But it will take until late in the year
for the company to bring its production
lines back to full capacity for all models.

“In November or December means that
all lines and all models will go back to nor-
mal and we will be able to receive orders and
make deliveries as usual,” Toyoda said.

The company would not provide details
on which vehicles might become fully avail-
able first. The announcement Friday was
meant to facilitate dealers’ discussions with
customers, Toyoda said.

“Even if it is only the timing we can share
with others ... we may be able to deal better
with people working on the front lines,” he
said. “Dealers cannot discuss deliveries or
any other specifics and they are having a
hard time right now.”

The parts crunch has been felt around the
world, from Malaysia to Europe to the
United States. Nissan Motor Co. and Ford
Motor Co. have said several North American
plants would be closed for some of April,
and Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne has
said his company will see disruptions.

Toyota has extended production cuts at
its North American factories into early June,
a move that will likely result in widespread
model shortages. Its factories in China are
operating at 50 percent capacity, and pro-
duction at three Thailand plants is being cut
by 70 percent.

The company has pledged not to lay off
any of its 25,000 workers in North America
and says it will use the extra time for train-
ing to make improvements at its 13 factories
in the region.

Toyota: Car production
disrupted until Nov or Dec
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
NW swell come ashore, hitting SB/VC early in the day, and finally SD mid to late morning. Size
should run head high at most west facing breaks with pluses at standouts going about 2' overhead.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
NW IS EXPECTED TO BACK OFF A BIT, MORE ALONG THE LINES OF CHEST TO AT TIMES HEAD HIGH FOR WEST FACING BREAKS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for the:

LED Streetlighting and Pier Lighting Retrofits (EECBG) Project, SP2202

Bids shall be delivered to the City of Santa Monica, Office of the City Clerk, 

Room 102, 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California, not later than 2:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, May 5, 2011, to be publicly opened and read aloud after 3:00 p.m. on said date

in City Hall Council Chambers. Each Bid shall be in accordance with the Request for Bids.

A Job Walk is not scheduled for this Project.

ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE:  $700,000.00
CONTRACT CALENDAR DAYS:  180 DAYS
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  $1,000.00 PER DAY
COMPENSABLE DELAY:  $700.00 PER DAY

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s Finance website:

http://www01.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/. The Contractor is required to have a Class
A or C-10 license at the time of bid submission.

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to

substitute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under

this Contract.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Bidders are advised that, as required by federal law, the City of Santa Monica is imple-

menting new Disadvantaged Business Enterprise requirements for Underutilized

Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (UDBE). Please refer to Section 2-1.02 titled

"Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE)" and Section 5-1.7 titled "Performance of

Subcontractors" under the Federal Special Provisions tab located in the Bid Documents.

The City of Santa Monica is implementing new contract requirements for submittal of

Monthly Employment Report forms. Please refer to Section 5-1.12 titled "Monthly

Employment Report (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act)" under the Federal

Special Provisions tab located in the Bid Documents.

BY JOHN ROGERS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES The Dodgers haven’t always
made it easy for their fans to root for them.

They were left in tears when Bobby
Thomson from the hated crosstown Giants
ended the then-Brooklyn Dodgers’ 1951 sea-
son with his home run, “the shot heard
‘round the world.”

The team broke their hearts when it moved
in 1958 to Los Angeles. Then came this week.

The Dodgers, the storied franchise that
integrated the sport with Jackie Robinson
and pioneered baseball’s move to the West,
had become so ineptly run that Major League
Baseball took over day-to-day control.

The fans, meanwhile, are befuddled, from
those who sit in the $12 seats and bring a
glove to every game to the ones close enough
to the action to chat with players.

“How could this have happened in a city
like Los Angeles?” asked Richard Strober,
who saw his first Dodgers game at age 8 at
Brooklyn’s old Ebbets Field.

This is a city, after all, that seemed perfect
for the Dodgers, once upon a time.

They won three championships in the
first 8 seasons in the city. Hollywood gave
movie and TV roles to Hall of Fame pitchers
Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale.

As the city grew in diversity in the 1980s,
Fernando Valenzuela — who spoke no
English when he came from Mexico to play
for the Dodgers at age 20 — baffled hitters
with his screwball and brought together the
city with “Fernandomania.”

So how had the team become, as Strober
put it, “the laughingstock of baseball"?

To a person, more than a dozen people
interviewed blamed one man: Dodgers
owner Frank McCourt.

Since the Boston real estate mogul

bought the team for $430 million in 2004,
the team has gone through a series of dra-
matic ups and downs that include
McCourt’s divorce and a Giants fan being
beaten at Dodger Stadium on Opening Day.

Until McCourt bought the team, the
Dodgers hadn’t won a post-season playoff
game in the years after Kirk Gibson helped
win their last World Series championship
with a 1988 walk-off home run that still
stands as one of baseball’s most dramatic
postseason moments.

But in 2008 and 2009, the team went to
the National League Championship series,
losing to the Philadelphia Phillies.

Many credit that success to Manny Ramirez,
the flamboyant outfielder who lit a fire under
the Dodgers after the team picked him up for a
bargain price from the Boston Red Sox.

After firing up the Dodgers, Ramirez test-
ed positive for a banned female fertility drug
often used to mask steroid use, leading to a
50-game suspension in 2009. The episode,
meanwhile, created a distraction for the
team, which still managed to win another
division title.

Then a bigger distraction hit the day after
the Dodgers lost to the Phillies. McCourt
fired his wife, Jamie, from her position as the
team’s chief executive officer. She filed for divorce
days later and McCourt responded by saying she
had an affair with her bodyguard/driver and had-
n’t been doing her job.

That set up an ugly fight over money and
control of the Dodgers that went on for months.

Bob Daly, the team’s managing partner
from 2000 to 2004, said baseball executives
knew McCourt borrowed heavily to buy the
team but they assumed he would pay down
that debt once he took over. The divorce
proceedings revealed that he and his wife
paid themselves huge salaries and bought a
handful of Southern California properties.

Fans stunned by the dark
days of Dodgers baseball
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Spotlight is on you tonight, Aries
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ If you have had a difficult time clearing
up recent events and a misunderstanding, an
opportunity to resolve these issues appears.
You might need to be more responsible in han-
dling a personal matter. Just the same, give
yourself time. Tonight: The spotlight is on you. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ You build better relationships as a
result of detachment. Generally, those close to us
trigger us, giving us an opportunity to work
through a difficult issue. You could reflect on this
issue as you drive through the country or visit a
friend. Tonight: Opt for something different. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ If you think that a partner or dear
friend has a good point, let this person know.
Take the time to listen and affirm what you are
hearing. This type of attention speaks to caring
and being more involved with the person.
Tonight: Let's try dinner for two. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Juggle different events more carefully.
Someone could feel deprived if you cancel. Still,
make judgments that work for you first. Put
yourself in situations where you can kick back
and relax. Nurturing could go to extremes, espe-
cially for a Cancer. Tonight: Continue the day off. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Take a day off and do something for your-
self. Schedule a massage or go for a hike with
someone you love being with. Honor your ener-
gy levels and needs more often. You'll have an
opportunity late today or afterward to clear up
a misunderstanding. Tonight: Play it low-key. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Take an innate playfulness into your
day. You have had enough of seriousness. Note
how energized you will feel. Allow greater give-
and-take with friends and loved ones. Tonight:
Go to a comedy club. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Take a hint from Leo, though you might want
to invite someone over while you play couch potato
or work on your lawn. Some of you might enjoy your
family and a barbecue. You cannot always go full
steam ahead. Periods like today are instrumental.
Tonight: Don't stand on ceremony with a loved one. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You have the right words. Whether
inviting someone to a late lunch or a movie, or
simply convincing another person of the right-
ness of your ways, makes no difference. Enjoy
catching up on news and sharing. Tonight: Let
the good thoughts and talks continue. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Curb a need to over-indulge in some avenue
of your life. Though you might have a good time, you
could do a most effective job of distancing a friend
or potential loved one. Stop and be real. Do you real-
ly want to do this? Tonight: Pick up the tab. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Your happy ways make a big difference. Can
you stay upbeat and handle everything that is on your
plate? Listen to another person's ideas before you make
plans. You will have a chance to clear the air -- finally.
You need to open up a conversation and understand
that another person is upset. Tonight: Wish upon a star. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)  
★★★ Take some time off for yourself. What is hap-
pening could be most disturbing when you realize
a judgment was off. This type of experience hap-
pens with everyone. Touch base with a friend with
whom you might have had this same experience.
Tonight: Funnel more closeness into your life. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Surround yourself with friends and
those you love. You could experience some
fatigue. Know what your expectations are. If
you are feeling disappointed, you can only
blame yourself, as you wanted a certain flow of
events. Tonight: Give up the need to control. 

This year, you will gain insight through travel, education and/or a foreigner.

You will see life in a new way, adding to your excitement and desire to max-

imize every moment of your life. You are likely to bridge a misunderstand-

ing that might have existed for years. Your ability to understand, relate and walk in another's shoes might be part of the reason.

If you are single, this summer you might meet someone who could knock your socks off. This person might be part of your life's

history. If you are attached, the two of you open up more because of a greater ability to relate. CAPRICORN reads you cold.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Saturday, April 23
Bugs Bunny Cartoons 
Buster Keaton’s One Week (NR) 19min
Egg hunt!
4:00pm

Buster Keaton continues
The General (NR) 1hr 47min
Go West (NR) 1hr 9min
7:30pm

Sunday, April 24
Keaton marathon continues
Steamboat Bill, Jr. (NR) 1hr 10min
The Navigator (NR) 59min
5:00pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Rango (PG) 1hr 47min
2:15pm 

Scream 4 (R) 1hr 43min
12:45pm, 3:35pm, 6:35pm, 9:25pm 

Arthur (PG-13) 1hr 50min
1:00pm, 3:40pm, 6:20pm, 9:00pm

Insidious (PG-13) 1hr 42min
5:00pm, 7:40pm, 10:10pm 

Lincoln Lawyer (R) 1hr 59min
1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:10pm, 10:00pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Hop (PG) 1hr 30min
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm

Scream 4 (R) 1hr 43min
11:00am, 1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:20pm

Your Highness (R) 1hr 42min
9:30pm

African Cats (G) 1hr 29min
10:00am, 12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm,
10:30pm

Hanna (PG-13) 1hr 51min
10:40am, 1:35pm, 4:25pm, 7:10pm, 10:00pm

Source Code (PG-13) 1hr 34min
10:15am, 12:45pm, 3:15pm, 5:45pm, 8:15pm,
10:45pm

Soul Surfer (PG-13) 1hr 45min
11:15am, 2:10pm, 5:00pm, 7:40pm, 10:25pm

Rio 3D (PG) 1hr 36min
11:25am, 2:05pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm, 9:50pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

In a Better World (Haevnen) (R) 1hr 59min
1:30pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm, 10:00pm

Meek's Cutoff (PG) 1hr 44min
1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

Win Win (R) 1hr 46min
1:40pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm 

I Am (NR) 1hr 16min
1:10pm, 3:20pm, 5:30pm, 7:40pm, 9:50pm 

Certified Copy (Copie conforme) (NR) 1hr
46min
11:00am

Planeat (NR)
11:00am

Of Gods and Men (Des hommes et des dieux)
(R) 2hrs 00min
11:00am

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Rio (PG) 1hr 36min
10:15am, 12:50pm, 3:15pm, 5:50pm, 8:15pm,
10:50pm

Limitless (PG-13) 1hr 45min
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 10:00pm

Conspirator (PG-13) 2hrs 02min
10:35am, 1:35pm, 4:35pm, 7:35pm, 10:35pm

Tyler Perry's Madea's Big Happy Family  (NR)
2 hrs 33 min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:25pm, 10:10pm

Water for Elephants (PG-13) 2hrs 00min
10:30am, 11:10am, 1:30pm, 2:05pm, 4:15pm,
5:00pm, 7:15pm, 8:00pm, 10:15pm, 11:00pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise  brandonw@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ Lucas Kocab, 31, was arrested
in Medina, Ohio, in February and
charged with "persistent disor-
derly conduct" after an incident
that he attributed to having
snorted "bath salts." Kocab had
called police to help him evict
the "30" intruders in his home,
and although none were found,
Kocab insisted that the intruders
were merely making it seem like
they were not there and that
they were actually blending into
the surroundings, disguised as
chairs or trees. Police said they
were forced to Taser Kocab
because he would not stop run-
ning in circles and yelling. The
police examined the "bath salts"
and determined that the sub-
stance is not illegal in Ohio. 
■ Dee Dee Jonrowe, leading the
Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon in
January (1991) in northern
Minnesota, took a wrong turn and
went 300 yards before recogniz-
ing her error. The mistake cost
her only a few minutes, but stop-
ping to calculate where she was
allowed her team to have an
unsupervised rest, and by the
time she was ready to turn the
sled around, two of her dogs had
begun to copulate. She was
forced to wait on them for 25
minutes and lost the lead. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

hhoommuunnccuulluuss
\\  hhuuhh--MMUUHHNNGG--kkyyuuhh--lluuhhss  \\    ,,
nnoouunn;; 1. An artificially made
miniature person or creature,
supposedly produced in a flask
by an alchemist.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

14  19  21  42  45
Meganumber: 6
Jackpot: $172M

11  25  26  33  45
Meganumber: 13
Jackpot: $12M

11  15  18  28  32

MIDDAY: 0 9 5
EVENING: 8 9 7

1st: 02 Lucky Star
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:41.90

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1927Turkey Türkiye
becomes the first coun-

try to celebrate Children's Day as
a national holiday.

1932The 153-year old De
Adriaan Windmill in

Haarlem, Netherlands burns down.

1935The Polish Constitution
of 1935 is adopted.

1940The Rhythm Night Club
fire at a dance hall in

Natchez, Mississippi, kills 198 peo-
ple.

1941World War II: The Greek
government and King

George II evacuate Athens before
the invading Wehrmacht.

1955The Canadian Labour
Congress is formed by

the merger of the Trades and
Labour Congress of Canada and
the Canadian Congress of
Labour.

TODAY IN HISTORY

We offer full 1 Hour:
Foot Massage: $25/hr

Deep Pressure massage that includes 20 minutes
head, neck, back, arms and shoulder massage, and

40 minutes of foot massage.

European Facial: $45/hr
Steam, Deep Pore Cleansing, Exfoliation,

Massage the Face, Facial Mask, Toner and 
Lotion, Relaxing Massage of the Neck, Shoulder,

Arms, and Hands.

We Use Dermalogica Products Exclusively

Rivini Salon
& Reflexology

310-268-7888
Free Parking Available
11819 Wilshire Blvd.

Suite 209, Los Angeles CA 90025
Open 7 Days a Week, 10am to 10pm

$5-off ANY
SERVICE
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment Wanted
NURSE ASSISTANT will take care of eld-
erly, Live-in, or live-out. Saturday/Sun-
day. Experience/references in Santa 
Monica area. Call Monica
(323)295-2191

Employment
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

For Sale
ESTATE SALE 4/29 at 7am-4/30 noon at 
3652 Empire Drive, Los Angeles

Pets
FOR SALE

Hairless, young show carts and kittens. 
Lowest price in 3 yrs Call for 
appt.(562)477-6707

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1623 Bundy Dr. 2+1 $1675
completely remodeled 

1234 11th St. #1 ,1+1 
lower front $1595

815 Pacific Street #2 1+1, $1495

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Storage Only. Excellent Location, West 
LA. Clean.$175/month (310)666-8360 
or (310)395-1495

VENICE UPPER duplex. Bright 2 bdrm 
near beach. Consider pet. New stacked 
washer/dryer, paint, blinds. Hardwood 
dining area. Fridge, stove dishwasher,. 
fenced yard, bbq, pretty plants. 2  Car 
secure pking. $2325 3105873206 
3105706515

WEST LA Large, bright 1br upper on 
Barrington near National. Appliances, 
new carpet, on-site laundry, closed ga-
rage, well maintained building. Close to 
Wholefoods $1285/mo. w/ one month 
FREE. 310-828-4481 or 310-993-0414 
after 6pm.

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA one room office suite. 
First floor w/ street frontage. Well main-
tained, garden building. $600/month. 
30th St & Ocean Park 
Blvd.(310)456-7031 ext.175

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA single garage for rent.  
Vehicle or storage. $175/month. Brenda 
(310)991-2694.

Services
PAINTING Interior/Exterior Homes & 
Businesses.  Serving the greater Los 
Angeles area.  Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates.  Contact:  Tom William-
son @ W & W Contractors. 
888-358-8937 0r 818-795-7058  

Services

Your Local Contractor
• Window Replacement
• Tex-Cote
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Room Addition
• Sunroom
• General Remodeling

310.470.3747
www.pinesconstructioninc.com

Lic # 848754

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Troubleshooting, New Circuts, Re-
cessed lighting, Security 
lights.Lic#612380. 310-770-3022

Superman
Handyman Service

KITCHEN, BATH REMODELS, TILE, GRANITE,
MARBLE, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING

20 years of great local references

Super Work, Great Value! 

Erik
310-508-3828

Services

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Notices
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE IN OWNER-
SHIP OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE(S)
Date of Filing Application: APRIL 12, 2011
To Whom it may concern:
The Name(s) of the Applicant(s) is/are: BEVERLY 
BAGELS INC
The applicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to sell 
alcoholic beverages at: 1035 SWARTHMORE AVE, 
PACIFIC PALISADES, CA 90272-2506
Type of License(s) Applied for: 47 – ON-SALE 
GENERAL EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control LOS 
ANGELES.
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS 4/23/2011

05 TOYOTA CAMRY
480730A/010990

$14995

05 HONDA ACCORD EX-L
480703A/049114

$14995

10 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
R900532/905673
PREVIOUS RENTAL

$14995

10 CHEVROLET IMPALA
R900535/123663
PREVIOUS RENTAL

$15995

09 NISSAN VERSA HB
480797A/394135

$15995

07 HONDA FIT
480855A/046475

$15995

09 TOYOTA COROLLA
R900548/187334
PREVIOUS RENTAL

$16195

800-614-3020

01 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
306750A/772197

$9998

01 MERCEDES BENZ E320
1000787A/245509

$11789

04 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
1000806/091203

$12900

05 HONDA ACCORD EX
1000793/191611

$13989

07 TOYOTA COROLLA S
306607A/780263

$13998

09 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
R1000859/098397

PRIOR RENTAL
$14899

10 NISSAN VERSA
R1000826/365191

PRIOR RENTAL
$14987

10 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
R1000853/314332

PRIOR RENTAL
$14989

866-966-4553

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

R E A D  U S  O N L I N E
smdp.com/localnews
smdp.com/auto
smdp.com/briefs
smdp.com/columnists
smdp.com/cp
smdp.com/crimewatch
smdp.com/entertainment
smdp.com/food
smdp.com/green
smdp.com/health
smdp.com/letterstotheeditor
smdp.com/opinion
smdp.com/parenting
smdp.com/realestate
smdp.com/sports
smdp.com/travel

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/search

YOUR AD COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US (310) 458-7737
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