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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

■ A pickup truck driver was
arrested by an Indiana state
trooper because its cargo
was blocking sight of the
license plate in the back win-
dow; on closer inspection,
the cargo was revealed to be
900 pounds of marijuana
(Indianapolis, March).
■ In Lafayette, Ind., Joshua
K. Kochell, 27, was charged
with robbing two gas sta-
tions; his probation officer
was able to track his where-
abouts precisely that evening
because Kochell was still
wearing an electronic moni-
tor from a 2001 sentence for
theft (March).

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
1, 8, 21, 23, 24
DAILY 3

Afternoon picks: 2, 6, 6
Evening picks: 7, 1, 7

DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 6, Whirl Win
2nd Place: 3, Hot Shot

3rd Place: 9, Winning Spirit
Race Time: 1:45.04

Includes:
10 Year/100,000 mile powertrain
5 Year/60,000 mile bumber-to-bumper
America’s Best Warranty!

1 at this price
Vin 642795

$14,388

2004 Santa Fe

IZZY’S WILL HANDLE THE DETAILS
— YOU’LL ENJOY THE SUCCESS

Open 24 Hours

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

CATERING IS OUR SPECIALTY!
Sales Meetings•Seminars•Home/Office Parties

www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

Summer Music
Classes! Sign up now

Opening a business in SM is
not a cookie-cutter process
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

OCEAN PARK BLVD. — After a 20-
month bureaucratic boondoggle that tested
their finances and their resolve, the owners
of a local mom-and-pop cookie shop
opened for business here on Monday.

Jeff and Syrna Glasser, both 38, blame
City Hall bureaucracy for much of the
delay. When the couple first took out their
$1,400-a-month lease on a tiny storefront
in July of 2002, they thought they’d be
open within a couple of months. They
now estimate they’ve lost $200,000 while
wriggling through a system that delayed
their opening nearly two years.

“I tell people, ‘Don’t do business in
Santa Monica,’” Syrna Glasser said. “They
don’t make a small business feel welcome.
The community does, but not the city.”

With similar complaints becoming
more frequent from local merchants, City
Hall recently decided to pay a consultant
$75,000 to create efficiencies in the plan-
ning department. Critics say City Hall is

overly bureaucratic and favors corpora-
tions that can afford a protracted process.
City Hall workers agree there’s a prob-
lem, but counter they’re bound by a host
of state and local laws which regulate the
approval process.

Santa Monica City Councilman Herb
Katz said the situation surrounding
Schmerty’s Gourmet Cookies is a prime
example of what’s wrong with the sys-
tem. Katz, a local architect, stepped in on

Shopkeepers rolling
out the dough to
start venture in SM

John Wood/Daily Press
Jeff and Syrna Glasser got tangled in red tape at City
Hall before they opened their cookie store on Ocean
Park Boulevard.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SACRAMENTO — Teenagers could
soon be able to vote in Santa Monica.

A bill proposing to change the state
constitution to allow 17-year-olds who
will turn 18 by the general election to
vote in primaries will be heard today by
the Assembly Elections Committee. Sen.
Sheila Kuehl, a Democrat who hails from
Santa Monica, is on that committee.

The bill, known as ACA 25, was intro-
duced in February by Assemblyman
Gene Mullin (D-San Mateo).

“Voter registration and turnout among
young adults has been abysmal in
California,” Mullin said. “For most
young adults, their first contact with the
political process is in high school

through the mandated government class-
es during their senior year or through
volunteering for campaigns for commu-
nity service credit. 

“This is the time to give them owner-
ship in the process by getting them to
vote in primaries while they still have a
connection to their school and communi-
ty,” he added.

Under current California law, 17-year-
olds must turn 18 by the first week in
March, denying hundreds of thousands
of students the power to pick the nomi-
nees who will appear on the November
ballot.

“Currently, we miss the opportunity to
introduce young voters to the ballot box
while still in their local high school,”

Voting may become a
right for local teenagers

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — Coming together on Earth Day to
plant trees, pick up trash and smile on one another may feel
good, but it’s hardly going to solve the planet’s problems.

That’s the message a local journalist and two scientists
will deliver at a meeting in downtown Santa Monica
tonight that aims to expose the dangers of living, working
and playing near nature.

“I think it’s lovely to see all the various Earth Day
events that go on,” said Suzanne Goode, a California
State Parks biologist who lives in the Santa Monica
Mountains. “But just that one little day of activity —
while creating a great event — doesn’t really do what
needs to be done about changing our lives and our funda-
mental society, and the type of planning that we do.”

Real progress entails educating residents about the
rights of property owners, while encouraging owners to
take better care of the land — and even offer them incen-
tives, said Penelope Grenoble O’Malley, who will speak
at the event. She added residents too often equate their
slow-growth beliefs with environmentalism.

Santa Monicans
debunk Earth Day See STORE, page 6

See VOTING, page 6See EARTH DAY, page 7

“I tell people, ‘Don’t do
business in Santa
Monica.’They don’t 

make a small business
feel welcome.”

— SYRNA GLASSER
Owner, Schmerty’s Gourmet Cookies
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Deal with others directly, and

you’ll get the results you want. Others prove to
be highly responsive. Take off your rose-colored
glasses when dealing with a child or lover.
Ultimately, you will be a lot happier knowing the
real person. Tonight: Make nice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Others knock on your door. It’s

quite clear that a special person needs more from
you. You might not realize how valued you are.
Explore the possibility that as a duo you could
hit a home run. Togetherness becomes today’s
theme. Tonight: Go along with others’ plans.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Dig into work, and you’ll

accomplish a lot more than you anticipated.
Realize your role in creating an office or work-
place that runs well. You might be up for a pay
raise or promotion. Tonight: Work with facts,
not premonitions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Sometimes you might be easily

goaded into taking a risk. The only answer is
“no,” as much as you would like to run with this
offer. Money will slip through your fingers if
you are not the careful Capricorn. Detach from
the immediate and research information.
Tonight: Break from routine. Enjoy yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ While others attempt to clarify,

you get more confused. Stay anchored within. A
partner or associate makes a delightful offer, be it
emotional or financial. Let it all happen. Let go
of a need to control. Tonight: The fun is at home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ You might be making mountains

out of molehills. Is that a possibility? Others
seek you out, and discussions help ground you.
You realize how much support you really have.
Do not follow your intuition today. Tonight: At a
favorite restaurant chatting with a friend.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Enjoy yourself tonight, Capricorn

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ An investment on the home front

could pay off. Check out real estate or any
involvement that might build security. Go for-
ward with an idea, even if it seems a bit strange
or unusual. Your high energy takes you down a
new path. Tonight: Have a long discussion.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Be more upbeat and friendly.

Others respond strongly today and in the next sev-
eral weeks. Could this be a reaction to your Taurus
ways? The Sun in your sign today clears the path
in your chosen direction. The unusual occurs at
work; you need to flex. Tonight: Smile away.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★ Read between the lines. You are com-

ing from a point of security. Your impression
could be very different from the facts. Carefully
recheck your facts and figures. There could be a
flaw in your thinking or your addition! Find the
experts. Tonight: Take a night off.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Aim for more of what you want.

Let others pitch in and help a project move to
completion. Use your unique way of communi-
cating, and others will naturally join in.
Understand what might be bothering you about a
partnership. Tonight: Out among the crowds.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Deal with someone directly rather

than skirting the issue. Finances play a large part
in what happens at work. You could be bribed
into putting in more overtime. You also might
want to clarify a financial arrangement. Tonight:
A must appearance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Reach out for others, especially

experts and those at a distance. You might be
slightly confused about information handed to
you. Clarify and investigate. Avoid any extreme
health kicks right now. Check in with the doc
first. Tonight: Rent a movie.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  pprroouuddllyy  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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served from 5pm-7pm

16oz.!

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  a  T w i s t

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Great Spot for Lunch

Sunset Grill
Come in and taste our:

FAMOUS COMBO SALAD
served on a bed of mixed greens 

and your choice of:
DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeessttoo  ww//  CCrraabb

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!
&

HOT & COLD 
SANDWICHES

PASTAS FROM 
ALFREDO TO ZITI

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.

“Come and see our NEW look”

ITALIAN HOME & GARDEN FURNISHINGS

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989  •  www.PonteV.com

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics  • Chandeliers 

Deruta Dinnerware • Jewelry
Florentine Leather • Antique Linens 
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boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com

LOCAL

SATURDAY 8:45 -0.3 7:04 2.8 12:45 5.4 4:22 3.0

SUNDAY 10:16 -0.3 9:28 3.1 1:57 5.0 6:09 3.4

MONDAY 11:34 -0.4 11:30 2.7 3:36 4.8 6:55 3.8

TUESDAY NA NA 12:33 -0.5 5:11 4.8 7:27 4.2

WEDNESDAY 12:41 2.1 1:18 -0.5 6:24 4.9 7:56 4.6

THURSDAY 1:32 1.4 1:55 -0.4 7:21 5.0 8:22 4.9

FRIDAY 2:15 0.9 2:27 -0.2 8:09 4.9 8:47 5.2

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

A continued slow drop in S swell, persistent NW wind swell
and a touch of new NW ground swell hangs through the after-
noon today. The good S exposed spots have waist high waves with
a few bigger sets. 

OUTLOOK: On Wednesday look for new SW swell to be on
the rise with somewhat inconsistent waist-high surf at the good
spots by the afternoon. Those waves hold on Thursday and then
fade through the weekend. Also, new NW wind and ground swell
will start to fill in late on Wednesday and looks best Thursday. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

62 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

This past weekend marked the 25th
anniversary of Santa Monicans for
Renters’ Rights, the city’s most powerful
political party. Its membership is broad
and its leaders have been regarded as the
forefathers of Santa Monica politics. 

The left-leaning SMRR has dominated
the City Council for years and has largely
shaped life here through local government
policies. And while it was built on secur-
ing rent control for Santa Monica citizens,
that effort was wiped away decades ago

through a state law that all but abolished
how apartment prices are regulated here. 

Some wonder what SMRR’s current
purpose is and in the future. 

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“What should SMRR focus on now?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in the weekend edition. Please
limit your comments to a minute or less.
It might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world. PERSONAL • BUSINESS • OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

IRS 
PROBLEMS?

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Local business honored for environmentalism
By Daily Press staff

Several local business have been recognized for doing their part in cleaning up
the environment through their daily practices.

The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce and the city of Santa Monica have
announced this year’s winners for the Sustainable Quality Awards. For eight years,
the program has honored local organizations and businesses that make contributions
to the community. 

As this year’s top winner, Hines Lantana is a local property manager, owner and
developer. Their list of sustainable business actions include performing an overall
lighting retrofit that saves approximately $60,000 a year, installing electric vehicle
charging stations, and providing fair trade coffee for employees and guests. They
also have extensive benefits for their employees, ranging from wellness programs
to “pie day.” Once the pies are devoured, they return the tins for reuse.

Another winner, New Directions is a local non-profit that has been providing res-
idential drug and alcohol rehabilitation and job training for homeless veterans in LA
County since 1992. Their environmental actions include extensive recycling, strong
environmentally sound purchasing policies, and developing a vegetable garden that
works with fifth-grade students and provides vegetables for their culinary arts pro-
gram. Their economic development and social responsibility actions include utiliz-
ing local volunteers and interns, extensive health care packages and the New
Directions Choir, which consists of volunteer alumni. The choir promotes the mes-
sage of recovery throughout the community by singing at local churches and com-
munity events.

The third winner, American Red Cross of Santa Monica, is a humanitarian organi-
zation led by volunteers that provides relief to victims of disasters and helps people
prevent, prepare for, and respond to emergencies. In an effort to promote the connec-
tion between human health and the health of the environment, they recently partici-
pated in the city of Santa Monica’s thermometer exchange program, which collected
more than 250 thermometers and replaced them with non-mercury alternatives. They
also participate in several material exchange programs and provide electric vehicles
for staff to run local errands. The Red Cross offers several community classes at 

Mystery photo winner
John W. Stead was the first reader to
correctly identify this box of treas-
ures at Ace Lock & Key, 1427 Lincoln
Blvd. Stead has won two free movie
tickets to Loews Cineplex Broadway
on the Third Street Promenade.
Check the upcoming weekend edi-
tion for the next mystery photo.

Mystery photo winner
It took more than two weeks for
someone to correctly identify where
this cactus lives. But Paul Fahadian
finally ended the mystery — it’s
located on the southeast corner of
11th and Cedar streets. Fahadian
has won two free movie tickets to
Loews Cineplex Broadway on the
Third Street Promenade.

See BRIEFS, page 7
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LETTERS
Why is Bush supported?
Editor:

Please help me to understand how people in this country continue to stand behind
this failed presidency. How can middle- and lower-class Americans support a presi-
dent whose interests from the moment he has taken office have been one with rich
campaign contributors and large corporations? This president doesn’t care at all for
the average American. He has shifted the tax burden squarely onto our backs and off
the backs of the corporations.

Since he views the U.S. government as a corporation, he views the rest of us sim-
ply as lower-class “consumers” to be manipulated and lied to.

In much the same way that a corporation will lie to and distort the truth about their
products in the name of profit, this president has lied to us and distorted the truth for
his political gain. It’s time we take back our country from the corporations that George
Bush is giving us over to.

The goal of a government is the betterment of its people, not to increase the bot-
tom line of corporations at the expense of its people. I beseech the American public
to stop listening to the distortions, half-truths and outright lies of this administration
and its right wing propaganda machine. We are more than we can consume. Stand up
and be heard.

Patrick M. Eden
Santa Monica

Smoking law bites the hands that feed
Editor:

The recent beach smoking ban passed by the City Council brings to mind the inter-
esting dependence of government on smoking. State, federal and some local govern-
ments benefited from a total of $20 billion in tobacco tax revenue last year. Another
$8 billion comes in from the tobacco lawsuit settlements. Many states, including
California, depend on this annual lawsuit revenue to fund the interest payments on
municipal bonds.

So, on one hand, the government tries to end tobacco sales and smoking by pro-
hibiting smoking in public places through anti-smoking ads, by ever increasing taxes
and through litigation. On the other hand, they are addicted to revenue smoking pro-
duces. One day the golden tobacco goose will be killed when the companies declare
bankruptcy. Presumably some of the revenue decline will be offset by reduced health-
care costs, however, I suspect that at that point a new lucrative source of revenue will
be needed. How about a tax on french fries and some lawsuits against food compa-
nies that are contributing to the obesity epidemic?

Glynn Morris
Playa del Rey

Council missed the boat on Target
Editor:

Kudos to Marilyn Brennan for her remarks about Target being rejected by Santa
Monica (SMDP, April 15, page 4). I recently visited the new Target on La Brea in
Hollywood. What an experience. I saw a parking structure equal only to the one at The
Grove at the Farmers’ Market at Third Street and Fairfax Avenue. This is the kind that
Target proposed to build with their new store in Santa Monica. It is not only large and
very well lighted, but also has security people watching for trouble and directing traffic.
They even offered bus tokens to seniors to encourage them to use the Santa Monica Big
Blue Bus. So, our wonderful City Council and Planning Commission turned them away.

Target spent hundreds of thousands of dollars presenting plans for their store. And
guess what we have coming in now, and without parking on premises? Circuit City.
How great. Another job well done Santa Monica. I have lived in this area all of my 72
years and am so disappointed in the direction Santa Monica is going.

Oh yes, and they have actually made only one lane of traffic in the area of the mas-
sive apartment complex in the Target area. Good work. What are you thinking?

Barbara Barnard
Santa Monica

Blow it out your ear
Editor:

Miss Susan Ann Connor, are you trying to make my life harder? You really can’t
stand the audible rape of my leaf blower? (SMDP, April 16, page 5). Here, let me
lobby across the United States to ban a blower. Heh, heh, ban a blower ... If we’re ban-
ning blowers, let’s ban Monica Lewinsky.

You wanna know what real noise pollution is? I can’t listen to my Julio Iglesias CD
on my Discman while I blow your lawn because of the horrendous roar of your hair
dryer, your AOL browser chirping that you’ve got mail, your Krups cappuccino maker
mixing up your morning espresso latte and the useless power tools your husband is
using to set up your new IKEA futon couch/bed for two. Let’s not mention the chug,
chug roar of the little septic tank that could. You should have laid off the sushi last
night. You know raw food can’t really be that good for you.

Here is your mission, if you choose to accept it: Let’s ban Starbucks, the decibels
emitting from their foam makers exceed noise pollution standards in Santa Monica.
Jamba Juice uses modified torque suspension to excel the velocity of the blade spin-
ners, obviously illegal in Santa Monica and voiding the manufucturers’ warranty.
Electric Humvees with anti-gravity hover systems with modified anti-matter blasters
to zap trash should replace the current street sweepers. Get a day job lady.

Zoila Rosa del Corral
Santa Monica landscaper

Friends, loyal readers and detractors, it
has been an incredibly fun 17 months
writing weekly for the Daily Press. From
2003’s “Think Twice,” which I co-wrote
through the generosity of my friend
Evelyn Jerome, to “The Flora Files” this
year, I have enjoyed sharing some views
with you on a variety of issues.

However, I don’t need to tell any of
you that life can get a bit too busy at
times. As much as possible, I like to be
realistic and commit wholly to things. As
such, this will serve as my final column.
Perhaps you’ll see on occasional guest
column from me. I encourage you to keep
reading and writing to the editor about
what you see on these pages. A strong
democracy needs an active public dia-
logue, and I applaud the Daily Press and
all of Santa Monica’s local papers for car-
rying news about our vibrant city.

The following are some big picture
thoughts I want to leave you with as I
enter my hiatus.

THE NATION

This country must seriously ask itself
how many chances it’s going to give the
Bush family. Do these men and their ilk
really deserve a third term in office? They
can’t manage money or an economy, with
deficits and our national debt once again
threatening to hemorrhage the economy
for future generations. They are obsessed
with a foreign policy that is losing the
U.S. respect overseas. We’re losing jobs
and civil liberties at home. If the presi-
dent’s rich friends aren’t destroying the
environment through some form of pol-
luter protection he’s arranged, they are
screwing their employees by choosing
lavish parties for executives over giving
the working and middle class managers a
decent raise. And the tone this president
has set is leading to hung juries, not
“tough on white collar crime” policies.

Aren’t you tired of feeling this way?
There is a dirty film covering the entire
country and it’s time to wash it off. And
the only way to begin doing that is to rid
this country of the person at the top of the

pile who is creating this awful tone at
home and abroad. There are no good
wholesome values in anything George W.
Bush is doing. As the bumper sticker says,
“If you aren’t outraged, then you aren’t
paying attention.” 

THE STATE
Sacramento is a cesspool, and much

like Washington D.C. or LA City Hall, a
place steeped in an isolated world of
exaggerated self-importance. We send
some great people to all of these centers of
government, but the politics alone must
change in order to change Sacramento.

There was too much campaign money
floating around long before Gray Davis
and our current governor made the chase
for campaign cash an art form. It buys
access, pure and simple. And uneven
access to our leaders leads to public poli-
cy going one direction over another and
completely shuts out those with the voic-
es that have merit. There are several
things about state government on which I
could comment. But above all else, we
need public financing of campaigns to
change the profile of who gets elected,and
in other cases the way they can govern.
We need to take away our legislators’

need to spend half of their time raising
money so that they may govern with the
conscience that led them to public service
in the first place.

OUR CITY
It is ridiculous for anyone who writes

on these pages to claim one group, elected
official, the homeless or anyone else alone
is responsible for all of Santa Monica’s
problems. We need a little more civility
and a little more bridge building. There is
too much vitriol and it all seems too per-
sonal. 

Santa Monica is a wonderful place and
should hardly be the political tinderbox it
seems. Yes, there are competing visions
for this city, and I more than understand
that at the end of the day we have to
choose our team. But we can and must
find areas of agreement without polariz-
ing ourselves so much, without wearing
our primary colors so brightly that they
cannot be blended for the sake of some
common ground when possible.

Thank you, readers. All my best to you.

To comment or to keep in touch with
Todd, e-mail him at:

reformadvocate@yahoo.com.

Final thoughts entered into the ‘Flora Files’
THE FLORA

FILES
By Todd Flora

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.



OPINION

London, Paris, Rome, Seattle, New
York. These are all great cities and there
are many more that one could name.

The question of the day is, why doesn’t
Santa Monica rank among them?

Could it be the lack of cultural activi-
ties? Possibly it is too small for a grand
museum, but the Getty is just up the road.
We have a symphony, but no opera house,
large theater, or even a venue ready to be
used for such events. There is the current
Civic Center Auditorium, which is part of
the “new downtown” development, but
that is at least a decade away from being
redone.

Our architecture could certainly be
world class. Look at the number of great
architects in the city. Developers want to
build here, clearly. All we need to do is
look to Howard Jacobs and the proposed
development that was at the end of my
street to see wasted efforts. The old
Boulangerie Bakery was slated to be
developed, and had any workable plan
been approved timely by the City Council,
the property could have been a boon to the
local economy. Instead it was a nest of
homeless thieves and currently provides
nothing but an eyesore. The current coun-
cil has done everything but say outright
that they will not allow it to be developed
quickly or easily.

No council member will outright tell
you that they are unconcerned about build-
ing a great city. In lofty language and ver-
bal sidestepping, they will espouse their

love of the city and their hard work to
make it so. Their actions, however, speak
louder than any words could convey.

The community has a tremendous need
for housing, retail spaces, cultural venues,
and developers and builders willing to
provide them. But the community’s needs
go unmet. Yet, there is plenty of room and
funding for a homeless shelter.

Santa Monica has all the elements nec-
essary for a great city. Fantastic location,
a beautiful oceanfront, great weather, edu-
cated population, culturally aware resi-
dents, public assets and private money.
There really is no excuse for this city to be
less than great.

So why isn’t it? From where I stand, it
seems to me that there has been too much
focus on trying to be the saviors of the
downtrodden. Our profligate council spends
millions on lost causes and a pittance on cul-
ture. They fight ATM fees, and we get a
summer concert series. I like the concert
series, but what more can we afford?

We must be more like an airline pas-
senger. When the announcement is made
about sudden loss of cabin pressure, we
are told to save ourselves first, and then
assist the weaker ones in our group.

Our city has lost cabin pressure and
Santa Monica needs to put its oxygen
mask on. We need to understand that by
helping a developer provide the city with
housing, we are creating a tax base that
will then allow us to help the helpless. By
allowing a homeowner to increase the

value of his home, we are helping the
community as a whole. Not because of the
increase in property taxes, but because the
new owner is more likely to spend more
money in the city. 

The great cities all have their problems.
Paris has dog poop, London has pigeons,
Rome has small streets and psychotic
drivers. Seattle has rain. My point is that
they also have a desire to be great cities.
They have done the work to make their
cities world renowned for the food, cul-
ture, art and architecture.

We have a non-smoking pier (whose
idea was that?) and a Bubba Gump
Shrimp restaurant coming.

The council bewails the loss of small
businesses and then courts the corporate
sugar daddies. In a misguided attempt to
keep visual pollution to a minimum, the
city makes it impossible for small busi-
ness to promote themselves while allow-
ing the proliferation of Staples, Circuit
City and subsidiaries of The Limited
Group. They will tell you that everyone is
playing by the same rules. But the small
businessman who is forced to decide

whether to comply with the city’s regula-
tions and lose his shirt or close up shop,
will tell you that he doesn’t have the
resources to play by the rules.

Rather than arguing over whether I
“own” my dog or am his “guardian,” why
isn’t the City Council concerned that we
have no world-class museums? Why
aren’t we arguing about how best to foster
business in a responsible manner? It is
business that pays the bills around here,
not the pets. It gives new meaning to the
term, “this city is going to the dogs.”
Hours are spent on municipal ordinances,
which then go unenforced, because we
have to “educate the homeless” about the
implications of the new ordinance. I might
feel more sympathetic if I was given an
educational warning about parking five
minutes into a “No Parking” time slot,
rather than a ticket.

The City Council wants to be all things
to all people. They want everyone to feel
good about what is going on. That is
called people pleasing, and it generally
fails. We have all the makings of a world-
class city: location, weather, population,
assets. We should demand one from our
government, after all, we’re paying for it.

(David Pisarra is a partner in the law
firm of Pisarra & Grist, he can be reached
at (310) 664-9969 or by e-mail at dpisar-
ra@pisarra.com. He welcomes your com-
ments and questions).
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behalf of the Glassers to see if he could
help expedite the process.

“They were just put into a bureaucracy
they couldn’t get out of ... and they carry
it to such horrendous extremes that these
poor people got had,” Katz said. “It’s just
awful what we do to little people like that.
Small people with small businesses.”

Syrna Glasser attributed part of the
delays in opening her store to a penny-
pinching landlord who fought every
upgrade and a sometimes lackadaisical
contractor who let work slide for weeks.
But the real culprit, she added, was a non-
responsive City Hall.

“We came in doing everything by the
book, legally, because we didn’t want to
get in trouble — and we got nailed for
everything,” said Glasser, while packag-
ing cookies in the back of her store on
Monday afternoon. “One person would
sign off it, and then you’d go back and it
was like the left person didn’t know what

the right person was doing ... 
“I feel like sitting down and writing a

book — 101 on getting a business started
in Santa Monica.”

After repeatedly receiving conflicting
information from staffers on everything
from minor aesthetic details to major
structural concerns, the Glassers said they
were stuck in City Hall for months over a
handicapped-accessible ramp inside their
shop. The Glassers wanted to install a
short concrete ramp, like the ones used by
other merchants on the street, but they
said City Hall wouldn’t allow that. 

It was a space issue for the shopkeep-
ers. The store is only 700 square feet —
and about 15 feet wide — and a handi-
capped ramp that meets code would have
had to turn at least once inside the store.
So the Glassers said they next considered
selling their cookies straight onto the
street, but officials said that wouldn’t
work either, because handicapped work-
ers also needed a proper way to enter.

In the end, the two sides compromised.
The Glassers paid $5,000 to have a handi-
capped ramp installed that doesn’t comply
to code, because it’s about twice as steep
as allowed. The ramp still takes up more
than half of the front of the store, where
customers purchase cookies at a counter.

Tim McCormick, head of the building
department, said the Glassers weren’t
treated as bad as it may sound. He said the
Glassers didn’t submit their plans until
Jan. 28 of 2003, and that staff returned
them with comments on March 13. The
plans came back to City Hall on May 22
and were approved by planners on June 6,
McCormick said. A permit was issued
June 12 of 2003. Their issue with the
handicapped ramp dragged out the matter
for several more months.

McCormick said plans for the average
business are reviewed and returned to
developers within six weeks, and amend-
ed submissions usually are reviewed with-
in three weeks. Plans for 93 percent of
merchants are approved by the third time
they are submitted, he said, adding small
merchants like Schmerty’s usually only
require two submissions.

“Let me just say that it was unusual for

the process,” McCormick said. “The
amount of time that was taken, it’s not
typical of the system ...

“I think there is a legitimate issue with
staff being able to review plans in a short-
er time period, based on the number of
plans that staff has,” added McCormick,
who said the outside study of the planning
department is already halfway complete.
“That study is well underway and is point-
ing to various important policy decisions
about how to improve the process. They
involve the regulations, efficiency
improvement and staffing capacity.”

Meanwhile, some local merchants said
time is running out. They worry City Hall
has grown accustomed to the deep pock-
ets and seemingly endless patience of cor-
porations like those that have sought
space on the Third Street Promenade. 

“They don’t deal with people who own
their own places,” said Margie Ghiz, owner
of the Midnight Special Bookstore, an
independent business that struggled last
year to open at its new location on Second
Street. “They deal with their architects, or
even their architects’ assistants ... Two or
three weeks (of delays) is nothing to them.”
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FREE PARKING

said Santa Monica City Councilman
Kevin McKeown. “Enfranchising 17-
year-olds in primaries will encourage a
lifelong commitment to being part of the
electoral process.”

McKeown also said that the primary
happens senior year for most high school-
ers. And, if they are given a stake in the
process when they still have ties to their
home communities — before they go to
college or leave looking for work — they
are more likely to be regular voters.

In the 11 other states — Arizona,
Delaware, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Mississippi, Nebraska, North Carolina,
Ohio, Virginia and West Virginia —
which have approved similar changes,
there has been an increase in young peo-
ple turning out to the polls, officials said.
In 2000, the turnout for voters between 18
and 24 years old in California was below
48 percent, but was 60 percent in Virginia.

McKeown, who is a member of the
Green Party, introduced the bill for his
party’s support and recently gave an

endorsement.
“I work at (Santa Monica High

School), Olympic and Malibu High and I
see some really inspiring kids,” he said.
“They never get to vote in Santa Monica
because they go off to college or start
their careers.”

McKeown added that when the Santa
Monica City Council in February of 2003
debated whether or not to pass a resolu-
tion opposing the war in Iraq, several high
school students who testified at the hear-
ing were able to sway at least one council
member’s vote in favor of it.

The sponsor of the bill, Secretary of
State Kevin Shelley, agrees young voters
deserve to be recognized.

“Currently, a person who is 17 years of
age is eligible to work at a polling place as
an election worker and to serve our nation
in the armed forces,” he said. “ACA 25
acknowledges that if a person is old
enough to work at the polls on Election
Day or protect our national interests
abroad he or she should be old enough to
cast a  ballot.”

Legislature will consider
voting rights for 17-year-olds
VOTING, from page 1

Review of planning department is halfway complete
STORE, from page 1
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O’Malley, a book author, said she
moved from West Los Angeles in 1986 to
the Point Dume area of Malibu to escape
urban sprawl. But O’Malley said she
quickly realized rural areas also face seri-
ous ecological challenges. 

“I learned a lot about the environment
that I had no idea about,” said O’Malley,
59, who later moved to live on an acre in
the Canejo Valley, where she now lives
with her husband. “I went out to Malibu
to isolate and get close to nature, and I
found out it was a lot harder than I
thought ... It’s a sense that you just can’t
run away and say, ‘I’m tired of being
responsible in the city. I’m just going to
come out here and lay back and smell the
ocean, and whatever’ — you really need
to be more diligent.”

O’Malley said what she calls “nega-
tive” or “defensive” development in
Malibu has caused the wildfires to recur
more often, move faster, grow larger and
burn hotter. Mudslides and floods are the
result, she added, saying the environment
takes a beating the entire time. 

“We need to be creative,” O’Malley
said. “Development is going to happen.
We have to learn how to use the develop-
ment process to protect the environment
and to create a model for how people live
close to nature ... Malibu could still be a
model for how to do this.”

O’Malley said Malibu officials could
learn from areas like the Santa Rosa
plateau in San Diego, where land buyers
are given discounts in exchange for limit-
ed development plans. She said onerous
laws for land owners need to be replaced
with “positive” and “creative” environ-
mentalism. And Malibu is just the place to

do it, she added, because of its open spaces
and its affluent and creative residents.

Dr. Shelley Luce, the science and poli-
cy director for Heal the Bay, a local non-
profit organization, will join Goode and
O’Malley at the Midnight Special
Bookstore on Second Street in downtown
Santa Monica at 7:30 p.m. tonight to
“expose the destructive flip side of living
and recreating close to wild land.”
O’Malley also will read from a book she
wrote called, “Malibu Diary: Notes from
an Urban Refugee.”

O’Malley said there’s a lot to be done
in a short amount of time. As an example
of creative thinking, she pointed to the
situation near the Malibu Lagoon, where
locals have retained their septic tanks in
lieu of installing a sewer system to limit
new construction. The effect, she said, is
the septic tanks sometimes leak, and that
leads to contaminated ground water and
closed beaches.

“In reality, what you could do, is you
could put in a self-contained sewage treat-
ment plant,” O’Malley said. “As opposed to
having the businesses and people who live
in those areas use septic tanks, which even-
tually leak effluent into the ground water.”

discounted rates and utilizes volunteers from a multitude of community groups, pro-
viding support for their organization, as well as job training for volunteers.

Four companies will receive an “Excellence Award for Stewardship of the Natural
Environment.” The companies have exhibited a commitment to the environment by
incorporating sustainable practices into their everyday operations. They are:
Napoleon Café, Sea Shore Motel, Bravo Cucina and Pizzeria, and Yellow Cab
Company. In addition, Step Up on Second and Wild Oats Natural Market will receive
honorable mention for their commitment and progress in all three categories.

This year there also are two unique awards given to businesses that are con-
tributing to the community in different ways. The Arborview Rehabilitation and
Wellness Center has only been open to the public for one month and has already
incorporated sustainability into their daily operations. For their efforts they will
receive the “SQA Great Start Award.” Also, the Natural Resources Defense Council
will be recognized for the construction of their new Santa Monica headquarters,
which is one of the “greenest” buildings in the country.

Winners will be honored at the Chamber of Commerce luncheon on May 4. The
luncheon will be held at the Four Points Sheraton, located at 530 Pico Blvd., from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $25 for chamber members paid in advance and $35
for non-members. Reservations are required. Call (310) 393-9825, ext. 10.

Malibu septic tanks
need to go, author says

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3

EARTH DAY, from page 1

“We need to be 
creative. Development is

going to happen.”

— PENELOPE GRENOBLE
O’MALLEY

Author
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It's Not a Private Club. 
It Just Plays Like One. 

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination
as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs. 

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

BY TERENCE CHEA
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — For more than
a decade, Margie Richard and her neigh-
bors waged a scrappy campaign against a
corporate giant whose chemical plant was
spewing toxic fumes and sickening resi-
dents in Norco, La. 

Taking their plight to courtrooms, televi-
sion sets and the Internet, Richard and her
allies prevailed in what is hailed by many as
a model for environmental activism. In
2002, Shell Chemical agreed to reduce
plant emissions by 30 percent and to pay
resettlement costs for Norco residents. 

Richard, 62, is one of seven activists
being honored Monday in San Francisco
with the Goldman Environmental Prize
— the best-known award for environmen-
talists. Awards are given to activists in six
regions — Africa, Asia, Europe, Island
Nations, North America and
South/Central America — and each recip-
ient receives $125,000. 

Among this year’s winners are two
Indian labor leaders seeking justice for an
industrial disaster that killed more than
20,000 people, a Ghanian lawyer cam-
paigning against a World Bank water pri-
vatization project and a Colombian
activist fighting for territorial rights for
the country’s black communities. 

Experts say this year’s prize winners
illustrate the growing strength of the
global environmental movement. Often
facing powerful foes, community
activists are forcing corporations and
governments to reconsider how their
activities impact the communities and
environment where they operate. 

“You’re seeing some shifts in how
industries proceed,” said Barbara Rose
Johnston, a researcher with the Center for
Political Ecology in Santa Cruz. “If they
have an ugly record of human rights and
environmental abuse, it’s going to be dif-
ficult to do business in the future.” 

Over the past decade, the Internet and
other new technologies have given envi-
ronmentalists new tools to publicize their
campaigns and link up with other activists
around the world. 

“It’s more difficult for (corporations)
to hide,” said Stephen Mills, the Sierra
Club’s director of international programs.
“It’s easier for us to hold them account-
able. It’s easier for us to embarrass them
publicly and inform their shareholders.”

An increasingly global network of
environmentalists is pressuring corpora-
tions that moved their most polluting
operations abroad, where labor is cheap
and environmental regulations are lax.
Community activists are linking up with
international environmental groups that
can provide resources, publicity and
expertise for their campaigns. 

“International solidarity is very impor-
tant for creating pressure on institutions
like the World Bank and IMF,” said
Rudolf Amenga-Etego, this year’s award
winner for Africa, who has been fighting
a major World Bank water privatization
project in his native Ghana. “Through
(international groups), we are able to
reach activists in these western countries
and we are able to get results.” 

Increasingly, activists are finding allies
in consumers who want to know where
and how products are produced, and
shareholders who want corporations to

adhere to higher environmental standards,
said the Sierra Club’s Mills. 

Meanwhile, people in developing
countries are learning their rights and
protesting when corporations violate
them, environmentalists say. 

Manana Kochladze, the Goldman win-
ner for Europe, has campaigned to protect
the environment and local communities in
her native Georgia from multinationals
building a major oil pipeline from the
Caspian Sea to the Mediterranean. She
said the oil companies have started to pay
more attention to citizens in the former
Soviet bloc country. 

“Now it’s much more difficult to
ignore the people because people now
know their rights,” said Kochladze, 32, of
Tbilisi, Georgia. “The corporations are
more willing to talk to us.” 

Yet despite their successes in holding
powerful institutions accountable, activists
still encounter many challenges in their
efforts to achieve environmental justice. 

Even with their improved ability to
broadcast their campaigns, grass-roots
activists still are battling powerful interests
that have more money, power and resources. 

Rashida Bee and Champa Devi Shukla,
the Goldman winners for Asia, have spent
years trying to hold Dow Chemical account-
able for a 1984 Union Carbide gas leak in
Bhopal, India that killed more than 20,000
and injured more than 150,000 people. 

But Dow Chemical, Union Carbide’s
parent company, denies the claims of the
Indian activists. Spokesman John Musser
said Dow believes the case was resolved
in 1989, when Union Carbide paid $470
million in a settlement with the Indian
government. 

“The forces that we have to fight
against are too powerful,” said Rashida
Bee, 48. “There is no effective law
enforcing agency to hold large multina-
tionals accountable.” Richard Goldman,
whose foundation created the environ-
mental prize in 1990, said the awards help
activists gain recognition and credibility
in their home countries, and often bring
protection from repressive regimes. 

“The prize has become better recog-
nized every year, sometimes in foreign
countries more than our own,” Goldman
said. “They prize makes people more sen-
sitive to the (activists). They’re treated
better than they used to be.” 

This year’s recipients said that winning a
Goldman prize not only helps publicize their
causes, but also strengthens their resolve. 

“In a poor, obscure country, you think
nobody’s listening, nobody’s watching,”
said Amenga-Etego, 40, of Accra, Ghana.
“And you wake up one morning and you
are told you’ve been recognized. It’s very
encouraging. It has given us new hope.” 

Activists force institutions
to consider environment

“It’s easier for us to hold
(corporations) accountable.
It’s easier for us to embar-

rass them publicly and
inform their shareholders.”

— STEPHEN MILLS
Sierra Club,

Director of international programs



BY JIM WASSERMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — “Welcome to our neighbor-
hood,” says the sign in the development once known as
Franklin Villa. “No gangs. No drugs. No guns.” 

What started 35 years ago as a pleasant community
run by a private homeowners association has become an
object lesson in the worst that can happen when such a
neighborhood starts to unravel. 

Its original owners moved out, new owners failed to
maintain the property, neglect accelerated into falling
property values, then crime and eventual collapse. Now,
state and local taxpayers are paying $80 million to turn it
into a nonprofit housing complex called Phoenix Park. 

While extreme, it could be the fate of thousands of pri-
vately run communities throughout the nation, which are
flirting with declines by failing to spend adequately on
upkeep, even as owning a home in private communities
has become the nation’s fastest-growing lifestyle. 

Amid more than 260,000 private communities nation-
ally and 36,000 in California, at least one third have
steadily put off raising necessary assessments for fear of
political conflict, and now need repairs and facelifts for
which they significantly lack money, say those who mon-
itor homeowner association finances. 

“If you give me a list of 30 names, 10 are on the list,”
says Robert M. Nordlund, owner of California’s
Association Reserves, Inc., which analyzes private com-
munities in 41 states, Canada and Mexico. For those 10,
he said, “the deficit is so significant they’ll need one or
more special assessments to make it up.” 

In Tampa, Fla., Len Colodny, president of the Lake
Place Condominium Association, faces the challenge of
asking the residents of his neighborhood to pay a one-
time special assessment of up to $4,000 per home to pave
streets, rebuild a wall and make other repairs caused by
years of deferred maintenance. 

Colodny says he expects significant opposition from
fellow residents of his 18-year-old, 90-home complex,
but adds, “If you can’t afford to take care of the place,
you can’t afford to live here.” 

One half to three fourths the state’s older private com-
munities have reserve funds too small to meet their physical
needs, Colodny estimates, saying that newer developments
“can get away with lower maintenance. But if they haven’t
been saving up they’re going to run into that cycle, too.” 

The trend, especially in older privately run neighbor-
hoods represents a striking parallel to the financial
deficits plaguing local and state governments. As the
public sector has delayed maintenance, many private
association boards are also watching streets, pools, bal-

conies, siding and clubhouses slowly deteriorate while
their reserve funds contain half or less of the money
needed to eventually fix them. And just as city halls and
statehouses fear raising taxes, voluntary, often-inexperi-
enced association boards fear the wrath of homeowners
over possible higher assessments. 

As a result “they tend not to do that, or raise them in
very small increments,” says Tyler Berding, a California
attorney who specializes in private communities. 

Many states lack reserve fund requirements for pri-
vately run communities, while those with laws typically
set few requirements. 

In Florida, which with California contains 40 percent
of the nation’s condominium communities, association
boards must calculate appropriate reserve funding. But a
majority vote among members can block the assessments
needed to reach it. 

There, Nordlund says, older residents of such neigh-
borhoods tend to think, “Why do I care about the roof in
five years?” 

But underfunded reserves could threaten the 40-year-
old culture of living in a privately run neighborhood,
which is where 80 percent of all new homes are built
nationally, according to the Community Associations
Institute of Alexandria, Va. The group, which advises
association-governed communities, estimates that 50
million Americans — nearly one in six — live inside
such communities with half paying between $100 to
$200 a month to maintain them. 

In California, private communities with monthly or
yearly dues now contain more than one-fourth of the state’s
12 million places to live and 60 percent of its new housing.
Many of the state’s 477 cities encourage privately run
communities inside their boundaries because they build and
maintain their own streets and parks, even as their residents
also pay property taxes to support city facilities. 

Though newer communities need fewer repairs and
typically have up to 80 percent of what they need to keep
up appearances, they can also run into trouble if their
developers set assessments too low to maintain them. 

That happened to Ken Nelson, a small businessman and
the first president of the 256-home Wolf Creek Estates
Homeowners Association in Plano, Texas, where he says the
association “ran out of cash 60 days after I was elected.” 

The developer had set annual dues at $420. 
“From the day I got elected that was my No. 1 issue,”

Nelson says. “The crowning achievement of my life is an
83 percent vote to double our dues.” 

But such votes are typically more critical for private
neighborhoods built during the 1970s and early 1980s. 

A recent study by the Oakland accounting firm, Levy
and Co., estimated that reserves for communities more

than 21 years old — nearly half the private neighbor-
hoods in California — are typically about 40 percent
funded. Experts recommend at least 70 percent and many
prefer 100 percent. 

Low interest rates have kept reserve funds from build-
ing in recent years. Associations can also foreclose on
homeowners who don’t pay their dues, so resident are
often wary of raising them. 

That means new buyers will most likely have to pay
higher fees to compensate for what previous owners
failed to assess themselves, experts say. 

CAI officials say they don’t think the problem is that
serious in California. 

But new buyers’ complaints have prompted California
real estate agents to push for rules that better warn poten-
tial home and condominium buyers of a private commu-
nity’s true financial picture. They say they’ve been stung
by clients’ unhappiness over unexpected bills to fix
shared facilities within a year or two of moving in.
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Study after study has concluded that “connect-
edness” is the single most important factor in a
child’s success and happiness. Yet it’s easy to fall
short of connecting emotionally with our children
and each other. That’s because our society places
little value on it, and we don’t realize how power-
ful and crucial it is to our children’s well-being.

You can experience three levels of presence or
connecting with your child. In order to spend most
of your time at the highest level, it’s helpful to be
able to recognize the less-than-optimal levels. The
levels are:

■ Low-level connecting: At this level, you’re
“there, but not there.” Your physical body might
be in the room, but your mind is miles away
thinking things like, “did I remember to put dog

biscuits on the grocery list?” or “how do I want
my hair cut tomorrow?”

■ Medium-level connecting: At this mid-level
of connecting, you’re “there with your agenda.”
You may be quite present, but you’re not open to
the possibility of fully connecting with your child
because you already have a goal in mind. Some
activities that constitute a medium-level connec-
tion include shopping, driving, going to a movie,
running errands and doing various family activi-
ties planned by the parents.

Medium-level connecting is certainly an
improvement over low-level connecting, and
many medium-level activities are great fun, or
absolutely necessary. I’m not at all suggesting that
you abandon these types of activities. The prob-
lem happens when we mistake medium-level con-
nection for high-level connection.

■ High-level connecting: In the strongest level
of connecting, you are “there with their agenda.”
You’re fully present, making the current moment
the most important thing on your agenda. No par-
ent can operate in high-level connecting mode all
the time. However, if you want a strong relation-

ship with your child and the rich rewards that
closeness brings, aim to connect at this level as
often as possible. 

A DAY AT THE POOL: THREE 
LEVELS OF CONNECTING

Here’s an everyday example of how the same
event can lead to very different levels of connection.

Low-level connecting: You head to the pool
with your children with the thought that maybe
you can have some fun, catch up on your reading
and squeeze in a quick coat of polish on your toes
while the kids are preoccupied. Halfway in to your
second coat of polish, your children whine for the
third time, “Mom, come in the pool with us.” Near
the end of the day you jump in the pool for a few
minutes to appease their demands.

Medium-level connecting: Your children ask
you to come in the pool a few times, and though
you mean well, you end up talking for half an hour
with a friend who has just returned from a two-
month trip across Europe. “Stop interrupting,” you
say to your 5-year-old who is intermittently chant-
ing, “Mom, Mom, Mom …” Later, you jump in
the pool and have a great time playing Marco Polo

while sharing the details of your friend’s trip with
everyone in your family. 

High-level connecting: You head the pool
intending to connect as a family. The children ask
you to get in the pool right away and though you
had hoped to read a short magazine article, you
enthusiastically join them. After playing some
pool games, you spot your friend who has just
returned from her trip to Europe. “I have so much
to tell you!” she exclaims. “I can’t wait to hear all
about it,” you say, “I’m in the middle of an impor-
tant game of Marco Polo right now. Shall I call
you tonight?”

When a child feels that you are truly present with
him during an activity or interaction, even just a few
times each day, everyone benefits. The rewards are
great — a decrease in misbehavior and a closeness
with your child that is irreplaceable.

(Vickie Falcone speaks nationally and is the
author of “Buddha Never Raised Kids and Jesus
Didn’t Drive Carpool: Seven Principles for
Parenting with Soul” (Jodere, 2003). She spoke
this past weekend at Agape Spiritual Center in
Culver City).

Here is a sample of the responses I
hear from parents and grandparents after
telling them I do research on
overindulging children and how it affects
them when they grow up to be adults:

■ “She’s my favorite grandchild. I
have a right to spoil her if I want to. I
don’t see a problem with that.”

■ “I can see that overindulgence
might be bad for them, but what I am
doing is indulging them, not
overindulging them. So, what if I do it
every day?”

■ “I am a recent immigrant to the
U.S. and that’s what I thought you were
supposed to do — give them everything
they want. Isn’t that your secret for mak-
ing children happy?”

■ “Why shouldn’t I give my kid
everything he wants? I have the money
to do it, and besides, I enjoy it and he
really likes it. What’s the harm in
overindulging anyway?”

I admit, it is a fair question to ask.
After reading about the harm that
overindulgence really does, many par-
ents may want to consider doing things
a little differently.

What is the harm in overindulging a
child? And why should parents and

grandparents be concerned?
First, our participants said they had a

huge hole in their daily lives because
they lacked many adult life skills which
are important for being a capable per-
son. This skill deficiency resulted from
a type of overindulgence called “over-
nurture.” Over-nurturing is not about
giving too much love. Over-nurturing is
providing too much care — care that
may look loving, but keeps a child from
achieving his or her full potential (to
read more about over-nurture go to
www.Overindulgence.info or read about
it in “How Much Is Enough?”).

The most common missing skills
were:

■ Communication, interpersonal,and
relationship skills.

■ Domestic and home skills.
■ Mental and personal health skills.
■ Decision making skills.
■ Money and time management

skills.
■ The ability to be responsible.
Second, the participants from our

study, who were overindulged as chil-
dren, said they now have difficulties with:

■ Food.
■ Spending money and buying gifts.
■ Parenting and child-rearing.
■ Feelings of what’s normal.
■ Conflict with interpersonal bound-

aries and relationships.
■ Decision making.
■ Engaging in excessive activities

such as working, going to school, exer-

cising, playing and having fun.
Third, our research clearly shows

that the impact of childhood overindul-
gences lasts well into adulthood. Listen
to the pain in these direct quotes of what
they felt are results of being
overindulged as children:

■ “I have extreme difficulty making
decisions.”

■ “I need praise and material reward
to feel worthy.”

■ “I don’t have to grow up because
other people will take care of me.”

■ “I feel like I need lots of things to
feel good about myself.”

■ “I’m unlovable.”
■ “I have to buy gifts to be loved.”
■ “I constantly need outside affirma-

tion from my friends.”
Why do we overindulge our chil-

dren?
Overindulgence starts from a good

heart. Parents try to shield their children
from the pains and difficulties they had
to endure while growing up. Sometimes
parents are responding to their own feel-
ings of guilt and anxiety. Here are a few
examples:

■ “I grew up in poverty. It was terri-
ble and I don’t want my children to
experience that same thing. That’s why I
give them everything.”

■ “Both of us work. We feel guilty
that we don’t have as much time to
spend with our children as our parents
did. Besides, we are beat when we get
home and don’t have the energy. That’s

why we give in.”
■ “My parents were extremely rigid

and I hated that. That’s why I don’t have
rules or make them follow rules.”

Now that you are aware of the haz-
ards of overindulgence, consider doing
things differently. Choose one of the tips
for avoiding overindulgence listed
below and try in the upcoming week:

■ Ask yourself, “Am I doing this for
my child or am I really doing it for me?”

■ Ask, “Am I doing something for
my children that they really are old
enough to be doing for themselves?”

■ Let your children make decisions
that are appropriate for their age.

■ Hold your children accountable
for their behaviors.

■ Practice saying, “You have had
enough for now.”

(David J. Bredehoft Ph.D., Jean
Illsley Clarke Ph.D., and Connie
Dawson Ph.D., are co-authors of “How
Much Is Enough? Everything You Need
to Know to Steer Clear of
Overindulgence and Raise Likable,
Responsible and Respectful Children —
From Toddlers to Teens.” Bredehoft is
chair of the social and behavioral sci-
ences department at Concordia
University in St. Paul and can be
reached at bredehoft@csp.edu. To read
more about overindulgence go to
www.overindulgence.info.)
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Being present in your child’s life is not just physical

Overindulging your children creates problems for them later

Guest 
Commentary

By Vickie Falcone
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CALENDAR OF MOMMY EVENTS:

5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm,
$15
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190.  Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 5:30 – 6:45 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire
Blvd., 310-826-5774, no pre-reg
required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reser-
vations suggested

TUESDAY 
Movies for Moms presents: “In
America” showing April 20. 11:00 a.m.,
Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade – for Moms and babies new-
born – 1 year old.   Doors open early for
socializing and getting comfortable.
w w w. r e e l m o m s . u r b a n b a by. c o m .
Filmmaker Jim Sheridan (My Left Foot
and In the Name of the Father) wrote and
directed this drama about an aspiring
Irish actor who moves his wife and two
young daughters to New York to pursue
his dreams.  His children befriend an
intense artist who lives next door.
Starring Samantha Morton, Paddy
Considine, Sarah Bolger and Djimon
Honsou.  Rated PG-13 for some sexuality,
drug references, brief violence and lan-
guage. 

Storytelling
Main Library — Toddler Storytime at
Reed Park; 10:00 & 10:30 a.m.  Stories
for two year olds with adult.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m.,
next session April 27 – June 1. Six-week
series in Spanish for 24 – 36 month olds
with adult.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, next session April
27 – June 1.  Six-week series for babies
0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant and Family Support
Programs. 
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing
program for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library –
1704 Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main St. – 310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30, April
13 – May 18, registration begins March
31.  Music, rhymes and stories for 24-36
month olds with adult.  
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis

Themes change weekly; for ages infant
to 3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North Robertson,
Plaza A, LA.  310-358-2500, www.story-
opolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove -
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA - 10:00 – 11:00 a.m and
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-
members $90 for 10 classes. (also
Thursday nights 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)  393-
2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Itsy-Bitsy Yoga at Ocean Oasis Day
Spa - 1333 Ocean Ave.
Tots (crawling to 24 months) – 10:30 –
11:30 a.m.; Babies (6 wks. to pre-crawl-
ing) – 11:30 – 12:30 a.m.  On-going 6-
week series; $120.  Pre-register at 458-
8190; visit www.khefri.net for more info
or contact khefri@earthlink.net.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-
394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 –
10:15 a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15
– 11:15 a.m. (babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station - 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

Other
Sewing Arts Center - 3330 Pico Blvd.,
450-4300
April 20 - Handbag “fan” class, 6-9 p.m.,
pre-registration required.

SPECIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, APRIL 21 &
22 THE WIGGLES in CONCERT! Universal
Amphitheatre, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. Also at
Long Beach Convention Center Arena,
April 24 & 25 (Sat. & Sun.), 1:00 & 4:30
p.m.  Tickets are $20 - $35, all kids and
adults age 1 and up need a ticket.  Buy
tickets at the venue box office, at all
Ticketmaster outlets, at ticketmaster.com
or call 213-480-3232 (LA) or 714-740-
2000 (LB).

SAINT JOHN’S SHOTS for TOTS &
TEENS  SATURDAY, APRIL 24 - 10:00
a.m – noon Free immunizations and TB
skin tests to infants, adolescents and
teens under the age of 18.  Saint John’s
Health Center – Cafeteria – Ground Floor,
Arizona and 22nd St., 310-829-8234

DINO FAIR, SATURDAY, APRIL 24–
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., 401 Ashland Ave.
Pony rides, arts & crafts, petting zoo and
game booths for kids ages 3-7 and fam-
ilies.

LA LECHE LEAGUE WESTSIDE/MAR
VISTA YARD SALE SATURDAY, APRIL 24
– 9:00 a.m., 1663 Hayworth Ave.  (1
block west of Fairfax between Venice
and Pico Blvd.) Giant, multi-family sale
benefiting LLL

LOS ANGELES TIMES FESTIVAL of
BOOKS SATURDAY & SUNDAY, April 24
– 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., April 25 – 10 a.m. – 5
p.m. This event showcases the world of
reading and literacy through workshops,
presentations, storytelling and visits
from costumed characters.  At the UCLA
campus, 405 Hilgard Ave., 213-237-
3364, free admission

FIESTA and SILENT AUCTION for
CANYON CHARTER SCHOOL - SUNDAY,
APRIL 25, Featuring music, food, game
booths, and a playground transformed
into an amusement park.  Free admis-
sion, for all ages, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 421
Entrada Drive, 454-7510. 

13TH ANNUAL SANTA MONICA
FESTIVAL - SATURDAY, MAY 1 - Clover
Park. More details coming or visit
www.arts.santa-monica.org.

SESAME STREET LIVE – OUT of this
WORLD (sesamestreetlive.com) Kodak
Theatre – Hollywood – May 14 – 16,
group discounts call 866-LA-GROUP
Long Beach Terrace Theatre – May 20-
23, group discounts call 909-988-9859
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza – May 27
– 30, group discounts call 805-522-8010
Tickets went on sale March 29th, avail-
able thru Ticketmaster – 213-480-3232

THURSDAY 
Storytelling
SPRING PUPPET SHOW at the
Fairview Branch Library - Join Woody
and his friends for springtime fun. 3:30
p.m., free, 2101 Ocean Park Blvd.
Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-
9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms
and kids ages 0-4.  
Main Library – Reed Park
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00
a.m.; for 2 year olds.
Preschool Story Time at Reed Park;
10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-5.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 10:30 a.m; next
session April 29 – June 3; for ages 2 –3.
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.  Spanish
stories, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library –
1704 Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., April 15
– May 20; for 2 year olds. 
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for
3-5 year olds.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main St. – 310-392-3804. 
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., next ses-
sion May 6 – June 10. 6-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by
the SMMUSD Infant and Family Support
Program.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for
members, non-members $90 for 10
classes. (also Tuesdays at 10:00 – 11:00
a.m. and  7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)  393-2721.
ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-
394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 –
10:15 a.m.; Post Partum Exercise –
10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (babies welcome,
includes baby massage and workout at
the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required,
first class free, $10 fee thereafter.
Moms/babies 4-8 months, 1:00 – 2:30
p.m.

Other
Sewing Arts Center, 3330 Pico Blvd.,
450-4300
April 22 –featured on HGTV’s “Simply
Quilts”, a 3-part class, Russell’s
“Dazzled” Coat
April 29 – Part one of a 5-part beginning
quilting series – Double Irish Chain.  
Both classes 6-9 p.m., pre-registration
required.

SUNDAY
FIESTA and SILENT AUCTION for
CANYON CHARTER SCHOOL - Featuring
music, food, game booths, and a play-
ground transformed into an amusement
park.  Free admission, for all ages, 10
a.m. – 4 p.m., 421 Entrada Drive, 454-
7510. 
Concerts on the Pier – every Sunday
thru May 30 – 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., FREE!  
Live music, on the parking deck, weath-
er permitting.
Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids
of all ages, at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00
p.m. April 3 – May 30, $12 adults, $10
kids ages 12 & under.  394-9779 ext. 1
for reservations, www.santamoni-
caplayhouse.com
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30
a.m. – 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and
Ocean Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live music,
lots of vendors and great family socializ-
ing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for
info.

FRIDAY
La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista –
meets the 2nd Friday of each month at
10:00 a.m.  Call 310-390-2529 for info.
(next meeting May 14)

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-
natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN
– 408-1717
NEW LISTING – Next session begins
April 23rd. Prenatal Breath and
Movement – a Continuum Movement
and Yoga-based program designed to
support women through various sound
and movement explorations that cele-
brate pregnancy and labor as powerful
rites of passage.  9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
With Deborah Raoult at the Continuum
Studio, 1629 18th St., #7.  For more info
call 625-3739, www.openskymove-
ment.com. $108 for a six-week session.

SATURDAY
LA LECHE LEAGUE WESTSIDE/MAR
VISTA YARD SALE – 9:00 a.m. 1663
Hayworth Ave.  (1 block west of Fairfax
between Venice and Pico Blvd.) Giant,
multi-family sale benefiting LLL

Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade
– Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-
9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World – 10580 1/2 Pico
Blvd, LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
No story time this week – April 24.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal
Yoga, Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040,
www.santamonicayoga.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Prenatal yoga – 9:15 – 10:45 a.m., $13
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd. at the Dance Factory, West LA, 394-
6711; Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30
a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby
massage and workout at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean

Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.  Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN
– 408-1717

Other
Snowhite, a brand new musical for kids
of all ages, at the Santa Monica
Playhouse. Saturdays & Sundays at
12:30 & 3:00 p.m. April 3 – May 30, $12
adults, $10 kids ages 12 & under.  394-
9779 ext. 1 for reservations, www.santa-
monicaplayhouse.com
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th
St., Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for
matinee. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Youth Rugby – Santa Monica Rugby
Club (ages 6-15, co-ed, non-contact)
Saturday mornings thru May 15; times
and location vary; get details at
www.santamonicarugby.com/youth.html
or contact Kilian Kerwin at smyouthrug-
by@earthlink.net.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for
a Lifetime, Second Saturday every month
at The Pump Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Contact Kristan Ritchie at 310-802-8013
or visit www.preciousprintsstudios.com
for more info.

MONDAY 
Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn
Park, 9:30 a.m., Jan. 5 – June 4 (no
class May 31).  Ages 0-24 months with
adult in conjunction with the Infant
and Family Support program of
SMMUSD.  
“Family Connections” – 10:00 a.m.,
immediately following Lap Time - a
series of discussions related to early
childhood development and growth.
Children welcome, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601
Main Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m.,
next session April 19 – May 24 (no
class April 5 & 12).  Rhymes, songs
and very simple stories in Spanish for
ages 2-5 with adult.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St.
Promenade – Toddler Story Time –
10am – 310-260-9110

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire
Blvd., 310-826-5774 - no pre-reg
required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 –
1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-
0133.  www.yogagardenstudios.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 –
11 a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-
natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45
a.m.; Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

WEDNESDAY
Storytelling
The Walking Stick Coffee Lounge –
1630 Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and
kids ages 0-4.  This neighborhood coffee
shop has a comfortable atmosphere, toys
and storytelling every Wednesday.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m., next
session April 28 – June 2;  six-week series
for 3-5 year olds with adult.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:00 & 10:30 a.m., April 14 –
May 19; for children ages 0-2.
Toddler Story Time – 11:15 a.m., April 14 –

May 19; for 2 year olds. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. –392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 –
7:30 p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
2 pm – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-
3444.
APRIL 21 - YU-GI-OH PARTY at the
Montana Ave. Library, 1704 Montana Ave.
All ages welcome to come and play.  4:00
p.m. 

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-natal
yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
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Sewing Arts Center, 3330 Pico Blvd.,
450-4300. Melon Slice Quilt, an
advanced quilting class, 11-4 p.m.,
pre-registration required.
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute)  -  Temescal Canyon (Pacific
Palisades)–10a.m. Reservations - 310-
998-1151, www.childrensnatureinsti-
tute.org

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.
-  10:00 – 11:30 a.m., $12 fee, led by
Ilka Sternberger, certified lactation
educator. Call 826-5774 for more info. 



BY TIM MOLLOY
Associated Press Writer 

SAN SIMEON — The Hearst Corp. is
offering California the chance to perma-
nently preserve some of the most stunning
coastal land in the country. 

The plan is supported by dozens of
environmental groups, who see it as an
irresistible opportunity to save some of
the state’s most pristine real estate. 

But skeptics, including the Sierra Club,
said the rights retained by Hearst under
the proposal could allow it to develop
parts of the land — even after it has been
paid not to. They worry that the Hearst
family could build mansions or vineyards
on the ranch land it will continue to own. 

The worst-case scenario, they said, is
that state officials trying to meet a May 31
deadline set by the corporation could
approve the plan without reading all the
small print — some of which the compa-
ny hasn’t yet provided. 

“I don’t think we can say we’re oppos-
ing it because we don’t know what it is,”
said Susan Jordan, executive director of
the California Coastal Protection
Network. “It’s fuzzy in areas that we con-
sider to be of extraordinary importance.” 

For $80 million in cash and $15 million
in tax incentives, the corporation is will-
ing to sell the state 1.8 square miles of
coastal land near Hearst Castle, along a
lightly developed stretch of coast midway
between Los Angeles and San Francisco.
Another 128 square miles east of
California Highway 1 would be placed
under a conservation easement that would
bar most development. 

Hearst Castle, with its 165 rooms and
127 acres of gardens, terraces, pools and
walkways became a state park in 1958,
even though rolling hills and rugged
beach nearby remained in the hands of the
Hearst Corp. 

State officials are currently negotiating
with Hearst and the American Land

Conservancy, which is brokering the pro-
posed deal. 

Officials will take all the time neces-
sary to make sure both sides get a fair
deal, said Sam Schuchat, executive officer
of the state Coastal Conservancy. 

Much of the funding would likely come
from state resources bonds. State trans-
portation officials are considering chip-
ping in $23 million in money received
from the federal government, with other
funding coming from private donations. 

Hearst attorney Roger Lyon said an
independent appraiser has determined the
land is worth more than double the asking
price, but the company is willing to
donate the difference. All the details of the
agreement will come out eventually, a
legal requirement because it involves state
money, he said. 

The land is cherished for its beauty and
diversity. 

On the coast, sea otters and wind-
surfers frolic in tides that wash over
rugged shoreline where elephant seals
sprawl. Inland, forest and grasslands are
home to cattle as well as zebras, sambar
deer and other exotic species imported by
William Randolph Hearst when the castle
was being built. 

Threatened red-legged frogs and
endangered steelhead trout live in the
free-flowing streams, and several species
of oak found nowhere else thrive with
California poppies and other native plants. 

In 1998, the California Coastal
Commission shot down a Hearst Corp.
proposal to build an 18-hole golf course
and 650-room resort on some of the ranch
property after strong opposition from
environmentalists, local residents and
even some members of the Hearst family. 

William Randolph Hearst’s great-
grandson, Hearst Corp. Vice President
Stephen Hearst, began looking into sell-
ing the land and development rights after
the commission decision. 

He sees the current proposal as a way

to preserve business interests as well as
protect the land where his family has
camped, raised cattle and gone horseback
riding since George Hearst bought the
first acres in 1865. 

“When we drive through the gate and
enter the property, every one of us
believes we’re home,” Hearst said. “There
are lots of folks that have an emotional
attachment. It doesn’t come anywhere
near the emotional attachment that this
family has for this land.” 

Under the proposed deal, the company
would retain the right to build a 100-room
resort within existing Old San Simeon
Village, next to San Simeon Point. It
would be modeled after plans by Hearst
Castle architect Julia Morgan that Lyon
discovered in a Hearst building in 2002. 

The company would give up the right
to develop as many as 400 homes on the
property but retain the right to build 27. 

No exact locations have been set, but
Lyon said the homes would be built to
minimize their effect on the land. Each
would be constructed on a five-acre site
with surrounding 20-acre buffer zones. 

The homes wouldn’t be visible from
Hearst Castle or Highway 1, no existing
trees would be removed, and no new
roads would be added. 

Mark Massara, the Sierra Club’s director
of coastal programs, said nothing in the
guidelines would prevent the company from
building 27 new Hearst castles. In Orange
County, as many as 100 homes have been
built on a five-acre parcel, he said. 

Hearst also could continue ranching on
the property protected by the easement,
but the Sierra Club and others are con-
cerned the family could do much more. 

San Luis Obispo County senior planner
John Hofschroer said county agricultural
policies would allow the land to be used
for wineries and vineyards, a prospect that
alarms the environmental group because
of the water, fencing and pesticides
involved. They want such use banned

under the easement. 
“It’s grazing land right now, and when

you start intensive agriculture it can be as
impacting as housing development
depending on how it’s done,” said Sierra
Club volunteer Tarren Collins, chair of the
group’s statewide coastal campaign. 

So far, Hofschroer said, the company
has done a good job balancing business
and preservation. 

“It’s a very well-managed ranch, one of
the best managed in the county,” he said. 

Hearst said buying the coastal land
would allow the state to establish 18 miles
of the California Coastal Trail, a project
state officials have been seeking for years
to fulfill hikers’ dreams of a continuous
oceanside route. 

But the Sierra Club said any deal
should include inland trails on the eastern
side of the property, so hikers can cross
the land on their way to Los Padres
National Forest. 

Shirley Bianchi, a San Luis Obispo
County supervisor who fought the 1998
plan but supports the new one, said such
trails might be a bad idea because hikers
could be injured by cattle. She said she
supports the new plan because it would
preserve the open space — something she
thinks would be enough for most people. 

“That portion of California will never
be developed,” she said. “Most of the
public really doesn’t want to do more than
drive by and look at it.” 

The Hearst Corp. has rejected another
idea for the land: selling it to the U.S.
Forest Service. 

The agency had said in a recent brief-
ing statement to Rep. Sam Farr, D-Calif.,
that some of the ranch could perhaps be
part of a new national forest Farr has pro-
posed carving from the Los Padres
National Forest. 

Stephen Hearst said the Forest Service
doesn’t pursue land deals when the owner
doesn’t want to sell. He said officials
should focus on the one worked out by his
company and the conservancy. 
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Questions remain about proposed deal for Hearst Ranch
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Back Pain?
West L.A., CA – According to a recently released back pain relief report, most back 
pain sufferers have no idea how to eliminate their pain. Some use heat, others ice. From 
sleeping on the floor, to pillows underneath the legs, back pain relief techniques vary. But 
thanks to a free report, local back pain sufferers finally know exactly what to do. To get a 
copy of the free “Back Pain Relief Report”, call toll-free:

1-888-470-6044 (Toll-free, 24 hour recorded message)

BY CINDY BROVSKY
Associated Press Writer 

LITTLETON, Colo. — Sean Graves
knows exactly how he will mark the fifth
anniversary of the Columbine High mas-
sacre: He will rise early, slip out of the home
he shares with his mother and brother, and
head to the school before the crowds. 

He will find the spot where he was shot
four times and paralyzed from the waist
down by Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold.
He’ll look down at the grass where he lay
injured and rubbed blood on his face to
make the killers think he was dead in case
they came back. 

He will put a cigar on the ground where
his friend, Daniel Rohrbough, died just a
few feet away. 

“Watching my friend die is still trau-
matic, but it is in the past,” said the soft-
spoken Graves, now 20. “I’m not trying to
be mean. I just have to focus on today and
looking at the positive and the future.” 

The attack remains the deadliest school
shooting in U.S. history. Harris and
Klebold killed a teacher and 12 of their
classmates — two outside of the suburban
Denver school and 10 more huddled
under tables and chairs — before they
committed suicide on April 20, 1999. 

More than 20 students were wounded,
including Graves and two others who
were partially paralyzed. 

There are dozens of survivors. Some
have healed in private, graduating from
Columbine and quietly moving on to col-
lege or careers. The struggles of others,
including one survivor who lost a mother
to suicide and a family plunged into
financial crisis, have played out in public. 

Graves spent two years in grueling
rehabilitation and hasn’t used a wheel-
chair since he graduated from Columbine
in 2002. He said the power of prayer will
allow him to walk away from his private
memorial on Tuesday. 

His mother is trying to heal her own
emotional scars. 

“We had to first heal our kids and fam-
ilies,” Natalie Graves said. “We had to be
strong for everyone. Our time to break
down had to wait.” 

Natalie Graves, who survived breast
cancer seven years before the shooting,
said she repressed her anger with Klebold
and Harris until her son was well on his
way to recovery. 

“Those two got five years of my life and
they won’t get a minute longer,” she said. 

Mother and son harbor no anger toward
the parents of the killers. Graves only
knew Harris and Klebold in passing,
vague members of the self-described
“Trench Coat Mafia.” 

“I truthfully think those two were the
masters of deception,” Natalie Graves
said. “They took great pride in fooling
everyone, including their parents. I would
not want to be in those parents’ shoes.
They have to live their lives every day
knowing what those two did.” 

Other survivors avoid talking publicly
about Columbine. Lance Kirklin, a sopho-
more who was shot near Graves, became
a father last year. Anne Marie Hochhalter,
who remains paralyzed, attended college
and lives in suburban Denver. Her father,
Ted, widowed after the shooting when his
wife committed suicide, has remarried. 

Mark Taylor, hit by more than a dozen
bullets and with one still lodged near his
heart, struggled to finish school and find
work. His father left the family in 2001
after 34 years of marriage, telling his wife
he couldn’t handle the stress of what their
son was going through. The family turned
to the Salvation Army for help during one
bleak Christmas. 

Krista Flannigan, a victims’ consultant
who worked with Columbine and
Oklahoma City bombing survivors, said
some of the wounded became identified
with the shootings. 

“As time goes by it is a part of who
they are, but it does not define who they
are any longer,” Flannigan said. “Now
some of the students identify themselves

as college students and they may, or may
not, mention they also survived the
Columbine shooting.” 

Graves’ girlfriend, Kara Dehart, was
attracted to his sense of humor and ten-
dency to pull pranks on friends. She was
hesitant to ask about the shooting. 

“At first I was scared to ask him about
it,” she said. “I knew, because my cousin
went to Columbine. We just started talk-
ing about it one night and it really hasn’t
come up since.” 

Dehart has seen Graves’ scrapbook,
compiled after the shooting, that includes
autographed photographs of him with
President Clinton and singer Shania
Twain. She’s also coaxed him back onto a
golf course, something he hadn’t done
since before the shooting. 

Some survivors and their relatives will
need much more time to recover. 

“At the fifth anniversary of the
Oklahoma City bombing, some of those
affected had remarried and had children,”
Flannigan said. “Some had moved on to
new careers. But others were still strug-
gling with illness or emotional scars.” 

Some families who rally during tragedy
can fall apart. Natalie Graves and her hus-
band, Randy, who both work at Lockheed
Martin, divorced nearly two years ago. 

“We had issues before Columbine,”
she said. “Columbine probably helped us
stay together for a little longer.” 

Her son doesn’t relish talking about
Columbine, but feels a responsibility as an
eyewitness to the bloodshed. 

“I never think about why it happened,”
he said. “It was just straight and simple
evil — just evil.” 

Harris and Klebold were armed with
assault rifles, a sawed off shotgun and
handguns when they began killing students
outside school about 11 a.m. Rachel Scott
was the first to die. Richard Castaldo, eat-
ing lunch, was shot and paralyzed. 

The killers ambushed Graves,
Rohrbough and Kirklin as the three
walked outside the school cafeteria.

Graves tried to run back inside but was hit
again by a gunshot that knocked him to
the ground. 

He watched in horror as Klebold
returned, shot Kirklin in the face and then
pulled the trigger on the shot that killed
Rohrbough. Klebold stepped on Graves
before walking back into the school. 

Graves knew that Rohrbough, his
friend since seventh grade, was dead
because the body was so still. 

School videos released after the mas-
sacre showed the killers laughing as they
gunned down their terrified classmates.
They said “peek-a-boo” to students cow-
ering under tables and made comments
about Isaiah Shoels’ brains spilling out
from the shotgun blast that killed him. 

Graves said he had nightmares about
being shot before the massacre. 

“Deep in my heart, I knew this was
meant to happen,” he said. “I used to have
nightmares of being paralyzed.” 

Waiting for paramedics to rescue him,
Graves listened to bombs rigged by the
killers going off in the school. He could-
n’t move his legs. 

“I knew right then, that my worst
nightmare had come true,” he said. 

The nightmares have vanished since
the shooting. 

“To me, that’s a sign that it’s over. It
happened but now it’s over,” he said. 

Graves at times resisted rehabilitation,
but kept at it, going to class during the day
and undergoing intensive therapy. He
graduated on schedule, using a crutch to
walk across the stage to get his diploma
— an act his mother said was “thumbing
his nose at the two who paralyzed him.” 

Graves now takes computer classes at a
community college and likes to solve puz-
zles, including repairing vehicles. A hunter,
he worries the memories of the victims,
including his good friend Rohrbough, have
been overshadowed by the “blame game”
and an outcry over guns. 

“People don’t know that Dan had a
great sense of humor,” he said. 

Ripples of Columbine — suicide, heartbreak and hope
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BY JON SARCHE 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — When 16-year-old Sean Fitzpatrick walked
into his Spokane, Wash., high school last fall and fired a shot
into a classroom wall, school officials were able to quickly
evacuate 2,000 students because they had practiced. 

Within 15 minutes of the first 911 call, a SWAT team
had contained the teenager inside a chemistry lab.
Officers had floor plans and photos of Lewis and Clark
High School generated by a computer program. And the
fire department immediately got a list of chemicals
stored in the lab. 

“What we did, we did very well, but we were very
lucky at the same time,” principal Jon Swett said. 

Ever since two teenagers walked into Columbine High
School five years ago with guns, knives and bombs and
killed 12 students and a teacher before killing them-
selves, schools across the nation have adopted violence
prevention and response programs. They have also
worked more closely with law enforcement — a rela-
tionship that came under scrutiny in the aftermath of the
Columbine attack. 

At Columbine, no officers entered the building until
about 40 minutes after the first 911 call from the school.
Critics have said that decision might have contributed to
the death of teacher Dave Sanders, who bled to death
from gunshot wounds. 

For decades, police were trained under a doctrine that
had patrol officers wait until SWAT teams could be
assembled to enter shooting scenes. 

“We realize now that time is not on our side,” said
Curt Lavarello, executive director of the National
Association of School Resource Officers. “At shootings,
whether in a school or not, we don’t have the time to sit
back and wait for the `experts’ to arrive. We all have to
go in and stop the threat immediately.” 

After Columbine, a review panel recommended that
Colorado schools develop violence prevention and

response plans and update them regularly, install a formal
procedure to assess students as potential threats and
increase cooperation and communication with emer-
gency response agencies. 

Children were encouraged to report suspicious behav-
ior by other students — a tactic that has led to numerous
arrests or expulsions nationwide — and schools began
using anti-bullying programs. 

“Anecdotally, there’s not much doubt in my mind that
most districts and schools have far better emergency
response plans in place than they ever had before,” said
Kathy Christie, a policy analyst at the Education
Commission of the States, based in Denver. 

Even in Colorado, however, some schools have not
followed up on the recommendations and the use of pre-
vention programs has diminished, experts said. The
intense focus on school security and safety that lasted for
several years after Columbine has also dropped off. 

“The problem is that when public attention fades
away, momentum also does,” said Assistant Attorney
General Don Quick, who served on the Governor’s
Columbine Review Commission and continues to meet
with school officials on safety and security issues.
“We’re trying to prevent that.” 

Kenneth Trump, president of a Cleveland consulting
firm, National School Safety and Security Services, said
only the latest crisis gets the most attention. He said the
Columbine massacre prompted schools to catch up on a
decade of negligence regarding safety planning. 

He said that progress has stalled and schools nation-
wide are in a dangerous backslide, whether due to declin-
ing budgets, changing political trends or complacency. 

Administrators faced with a choice of hiring a securi-
ty officer or a tutor are likely to go with a tutor because
of the increasing emphasis on test scores, Trump said.
And tight budgets leave teachers precious little time for
crisis or anti-violence training. 

“Because of our human nature, the reality is that we’re
at high risk of not moving forward again until there’s
another spate of high-profile (school violence) inci-
dents,” Trump said. 

Surveys show that public school students in Jefferson
County, the home district for Columbine, feel more
secure and believe that employees deal effectively with
bullies, spokesman Rick Kaufman said. Students also are
increasingly willing to report threats or suspicious behav-
ior by other students, he said. 

“A message we truly harp on is you can never let your
guard down,” Kaufman said. “It’s when it surprises us
that we wish we would have stayed vigilant.” 

At Lewis and Clark High, officials have opened its
doors for training by SWAT officers and firefighters.

Emergency evacuations and lockdowns are practiced nine
times each year, a planning committee meets monthly and
a crisis team meets four times per year to update plans. 

Prosecutors in Washington have not yet decided
whether to file adult or juvenile charges against
Fitzpatrick, who was shot and wounded by SWAT offi-
cers when he pointed his gun at them. He had written a
suicide note, and apparently had no intention of hurting
anybody but himself. 

No one knew that when he walked into the school,
Swett said. 

“You can plan for and be confident in what you prac-
tice, but every situation is different and teachers and staff
have to be able to think on their feet,” Swett said. 

Page 14 ❑ Tuesday, April 20, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Coming soon...

the only com-
prehensive guide to your Summer in Santa Monica!

Shopping • Dining • Hiking • Biking • Surfing • Lounging • Partying • Fishing • Rollerblading • Boating • Lodging •
Performing & visual arts • Adult Education • Kids • Music • Clubbing • Golf • Tennis • Kayaking

Visiting neighbor towns: Malibu, Pacific Palisades, Hollywood, etc.
and much, much more…  

Discount deadline May 21st at 5pm
Significant discounts available for supporting campaigns. Space is limited. Call the Santa Monica Daily Press to reserve your space today.

1427 Third St. Promenade, Santa Monica • 310-458-7737
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Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“ Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”

__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 2 IP addresses

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

Without notice, school safety gets the short shrift 

Effect of the Columbine massacre on
school safety in the United States
By The Associated Press 

A Cleveland consulting firm, National School Safety
and Security Services, defines U.S. school safety in
three eras: Pre-Columbine, post-Columbine and post-
Sept. 11, 2001. Among other things, the firm says the
massacre at Columbine had the following effects: 

■ Placed school safety at the top of the agenda in K-12
schools. 

■ Raised expectations for safety in schools. 

■ Led to threats and other “spin-off” cases of violence. 

■ Led to a greater emphasis on school security measures
and crisis preparedness strategies. 

■ Changed how school, law enforcement and other offi-
cials assess and manage threats. 

■ Generated closer relationships and cooperation among
school leaders and public safety officials. 

■ Helped lead to increased referrals of youth for mental
health services and heightened awareness about under-
staffing of school counselors, psychologists and related
support staff. 

The firm also found that school-associated violent
deaths in the 2003-2004 school year had reached 43 by
April 1, exceeding the number for the past two school
years combined (33) and totaling more than any other
school year since before the Columbine attack. 



NATIONAL❑ INTERNATIONAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Tuesday, April 20, 2004 ❑ Page 15

Run your DBA’s in the Daily 
Press for only $60

Includes, filing fee, receipt and proof of publication.
Call 310-458-7737 to find out how.

1 4 2 7  T h i r d  S t r e e t  P r o m e n a d e   S a n t a  M o n i c aSanta Monica Daily Press

Missing student found dead
By The Associated Press

PEQUOT LAKES, Minn. — Feelings of anger, fear
and pain fueled calls for justice in Dru Sjodin’s home-
town a day after the body of the University of North
Dakota student was discovered in a ravine, marking a
heartbreaking end to a five-month search. 

The residents’ target is Alfonso Rodriguez Jr., the
man charged with kidnapping Sjodin. 

Searchers found Sjodin’s body Saturday morning
near a county road northwest of Crookston. Sjodin, 22,
was last seen alive Nov. 22 at a Grand Forks, N.D.,
shopping mall. 

Rodriguez, 51, has pleaded not guilty, but could face
a federal murder charge now that Sjodin’s body has
been found. The convicted sex offender was arrested in
December and is jailed in Grand Forks, N.D., on $5 mil-
lion bail. 

Attorneys familiar with the case have said federal
prosecutors probably will take over the case, although the
top federal prosecutors in Minnesota and North Dakota
have said that is too early to determine. Neither state has
capital punishment, but federal law allows the death
penalty for murder committed during a kidnapping. 

On the University of North Dakota campus in Grand
Forks, several hundred mourners left candles on the
lawn in front of Sjodin’s sorority after gathering for a
memorial Sunday night.

Israel to invest in West Bank
By The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel will invest tens of millions
of dollars in West Bank settlements even as it pulls out
of the Gaza Strip and a few other settlements, Finance

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Monday. 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has proposed

removing all settlements in Gaza, as well as four in the
West Bank, and rapidly completing a separation barrier
Israel is building in the West Bank. 

Palestinians fear the move will strengthen Israel’s
hold over the rest of the West Bank, which they want as
part of a future state. 

Netanyahu announced his support for Sharon’s plan
Sunday, giving it a crucial boost in an upcoming refer-
endum among the 200,000 members of Sharon’s hard-
line Likud party. 

Netanyahu told Israel Radio on Monday that he
decided to support the plan after President Bush
announced that Israel would not have to absorb
Palestinian refugees or evacuate major Israeli popula-
tion centers in the West Bank in any peace deal. 

Netanyahu reaffirmed Israel’s commitment to the set-
tlements that will fall on the “Palestinian” side of the
barrier and said he would approve tens of millions of
dollars “to invest in the settlements beyond the main
fence.” 

Kerry’s stand: Bush ‘misled America’
By The Associated Press

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Broadening his criticism of
President Bush’s Iraq policies, presumptive Democratic
nominee John Kerry says voters deserve to know the
truth about the war and what led up to it. 

In a broadcast interview and at a noisy rally before
thousands of students at the University of Miami on
Sunday, Kerry accused Bush of misleading not only the
country but “even members of his own administration
about what he was planning to do in Iraq.” 

“The American people, with respect to issues of war

and peace, are owed the truth, the whole truth and noth-
ing but the truth,” he said. 

Kerry sat for a one-hour interview on NBC’s “Meet
the Press,” where he repeated his pledge to create 10
million jobs and cut the deficit in half within four years
if he wins the White House. He conceded that soaring
deficits might make him scale back some proposals. 

In the interview, Kerry was pressed hard about his
stance on the Iraq war, and he drove home his argument
that Bush “misled America” by rushing to war. He
pledged to build an international coalition, but would
continue to prosecute the war — increasing troop levels
if needed — because stability in Iraq is essential.

Bush acts ‘patriotic’
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Key provisions of the Patriot
Act aren’t set to expire until after the election, but
President Bush picked Pennsylvania, an electoral swing
state, to argue the law is critical for keeping tabs on ter-
rorists and should be renewed. 

Critics of the Patriot Act — a measure Congress
passed after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks to expand the
government’s surveillance and detention powers — say
Bush is touting the law now only to bolster his record on
national security. 

“Bush clearly is fighting a defensive battle against
both Democrats and Republicans who are asking ques-
tions about the Patriot Act,” Anthony Romero, executive
director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said in
an interview. “Increasingly, there are hard questions
coming from Democrats and Republicans about whether
we went too far too fast.” 

At two events — in Hershey, Pa., on Monday and
Buffalo, N.Y., on Tuesday — Bush and law-enforce-
ment officers will stress the Patriot Act’s effectiveness. 

During his 27th visit as president to Pennsylvania, an
important state in his re-election bid, Bush also will
attend a fund-raiser in Pittsburgh for Sen. Arlen Specter,
R-Pa., who is facing opposition in a GOP primary on
April 27. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

BY KATHERINE PFLEGER SHRADER
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — With an eye on a
large number of symbolic gatherings,
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge is
forming a new government task force to bet-
ter coordinate public and private security. 

Beginning with the dedication of the
new World War II Memorial in
Washington over the Memorial Day week-
end, Ridge said high-profile public events
this year may be attractive targets for al-
Qaida and like-minded terrorist groups. 

“With so many symbolic gatherings in
the next few months, we must be aggres-
sive. These targets of opportunity for the
terrorists are opportunities that can’t be
missed to tighten our security,” Ridge
said, according to remarks prepared for a
Monday speech. 

“Wherever possible, we will ratchet it
up,” he later added. 

With the new task force, Homeland
Security officials will be joined by represen-

tatives from nine Cabinet-level agencies in
an effort to improve coordination as the gov-
ernment works to secure critical infrastruc-
ture and increase the nation’s readiness.

Ridge was to announce the move offi-
cially in a speech Monday at a National
Association of Broadcasters meeting in
Las Vegas. 

Ridge said officials don’t have specific
intelligence about possible attacks. But
based on analysis, the government is pay-
ing attention to potential targets. 

These include next month’s war
memorial dedication, the June meeting in
Georgia of the Group of Eight industrial-
ized nations, large gatherings nationwide
for Fourth of July celebrations, the July
Democratic convention in Boston, the
August Republican convention in New
York and the August Olympics in Athens. 

Jose Maria Aznar, outgoing prime min-
ister of Spain and a strong U.S. ally in the
war in Iraq, has warned President Bush
that terrorists may try to affect the U.S.

elections in November, as they did in
Spain with the March 11 Madrid train
bombings. Nearly 200 died, and Aznar’s
ruling Popular Party lost to a rival calling
for the pullout of Spanish troops from Iraq. 

National security adviser Condoleezza
Rice said Sunday the United States is
bracing for possible attacks before the
elections. 

Ridge, however, said the elections are
not the factor in forming the “working
group,” which still lacks an official-
sounding name. “Depending on how the
terrorists interpret Spain’s response —
whether it did or did not impact — is
almost immaterial to this effort,” he said.
“Again, we know we are the No. 1 target.” 

Even though the nation spends most of
its time at yellow alert Ridge said security
is still stronger than it was a year ago and
will continue to improve. 

Extensive plans are already in the
works to protect the party conventions
and the G-8 meeting, which have been

classified as National Security Special
Events. With the designation — a concept
that evolved from the 1996 Summer
Olympics in Atlanta — comes heightened
security coordinated by Homeland
Security’s Secret Service agency. 

To improve security operations for
these and other high-profile events, Ridge
said his department is leaning on its
authority from two of Bush’s homeland-
security directives to create the task force,
which will also work with industry, gov-
ernors and police and other first respon-
ders. The group, for instance, will coordi-
nate with states to implement the infra-
structure strategies they have submitted to
his department. 

“Chemical facilities have been on
everybody’s mind,” Ridge said, noting
that Homeland Security is already work-
ing with states and companies to protect
more than 300 identified chemical sites. 

“There will be a lot more activity in the
months ahead,” he said. 

Ridge forms task force to bolster security for targets
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

COMICS

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd., Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

Chiropactic &
AccupunctureJ A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

$595 Lunch Special
Choose 2 Select Items (served w/ Miso Soup)

Available from 11a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sushi & Roll Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. April. 30, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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Employment
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Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘97 BMW 328i

Convert, Super Clean Low Miles vin#T98113 $18,000 

This Week’s Special

Vehicles for sale

’98 Ford Windstar GL
65K miles, Loaded
7PSNGR, Rear A/C
Vin#E29506 $7,495

’96 Saturn SC2 Coupe
Loaded, Exceptional Cond.

Vin#113113 $3,495

’98 Ford Explorer XLT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles

Vin#A23720 $10,995

’99 Ford Explorer
2-Wheel Dr., Loaded
48K original miles

Vin#C87039 $9,995

’96 Mercury Cougar XR-7
51K orig. miles, CD
Blue w/ gray leather
Vin#604149 $5,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX
BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

’98 Volvo S70 T5 Sedan
White w/tan leather int.

Low miles, Loaded
Vin#434358 $11,995

’99 Mercury Cougar Coup
Green w/ Gray Int. Moon,

Spoiler, Alloys
Vin#621050 $4,995

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.
11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. (between Sepulveda & Sawtelle)

www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121
Serving Your Family for 21 Years

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good

Vehicles for sale

Employment
$500-$2500 WEEKLY make 
money everytime someone 
buys groceries.
www.ucanshop4less.com

ARE YOU A REPUBLICAN? 
OR MAYBE JUST A 
CENTERIST WITH COMMON 
SENSE?Either way, there aren't 
enough of you telling the 
community what your opinion is.
The Daily Press is seeking col-
umnists to help balance its
editorial pages. Applicants must 
be Santa Monica residents, or 
work here.Please submit writing 
samples to Carolyn 
Sackariason, 1427 Third St., 
Suite 202, Santa Monica, Calif.
90403, or e-mail to 
sack@smdp.com

ASSISTANT COOK for busy 
catering company 
w/4yrs/exp. must have 
professional appearance 
fax resume 310-649-0264

BEAUTY STYLISTS for 
Fantastic Sam’s in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9hr and up.
310-890-1222

BRENTWOOD APARTMENT
Manager team, 33 units 
experienced, maintenance 
person, 2+2  Fax Resume
310-471-3123

CARETAKER: LOOKING for 
kind & intelligent person for 
seniors in Santa Monica home.
Must live-in home and be able 
to spend time in second home 
in Illinois. Call Mike, 
310-993-2030

CASHIERS FT/PT Pure Foods
1820 Wilshire Blvd. -EOE-
310-828-0030

Employment
DENTAL ASSISTANT M-F
8-5pm. Area of Mar Vista, 
Culver City, Private office,x-ray
license necessary,new 
graduates welcome. Also, Front
Desk receptionist, F/T.Call to 
schedule your interview.
310-391-0699 T& Th 8am-5pm
310-287-0245 W& F8am-5pm

DENTAL ASSISTANT needed 
for Santa Monica office. Experi-
enced F/T Mon-Fri Call Nicole
310-828-7429

DENTAL FRONT Office 
position filing, telephone,
computer skills, F/T, call Nicole
310-828-7429

DENTAL OFFICE Manager 
Brentwood, Experienced, 
Professional attitude/attire busy 
front desk,dentrix/collections & 
insurance experience.
310-820-4952

DRIVER CLEAN record for 
busy catering company food 
delivery professional 
appearance 310-649-0906 
fax resume 310-649-0264

GET YOUR start at Santa 
Monica's only daily newspaper.
The Daily Press newsroom is 
seeking summer interns and 
news clerks. Please submit 
resumes to Carolyn 
Sackariason, 1427 Third St., 
Suite 202, Santa Monica, Calif.
90403,or e-mail to 
sack@smdp.com

NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their 
Sales Department!! Flexible 
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn 
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at 
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our 
website: goymt.com

Employment

Educational Commission for
Foreign Medical Graduates®

In 2004, a clinical skills examination will
become part of the United States Medical
Licensing Examination™ (USMLE™), the
examination program for medical licensure
in the United States.  The new exam will
require medical students and graduates to
interact with “standardized patients”, people
trained to portray real patients, perform a
physical examination, and communicate
findings to patients and colleagues.  The
clinical skills exam will be administered at
centers in several cities in the United States.

The Los Angeles Clinical Skills 
Evaluation Center is currently recruiting for

the following positions:

Standardized Patients
Standardized Patients are trained to portray
real medical patients to evaluate the clinical
skills of doctors.  This is a part-time as need-
ed position, pays $18/hr. and requires excel-
lent English skills.  

Senior Proctors
Senior Proctors are responsible for training
proctors, preparing test materials and serv-
ing as Administrators on Duty.  This position
requires attention to detail, excellent organi-
zation and public speaking skills, and the
ability to work with a diverse population.
This is a part-time position that pays $15/hr
with pro-rated health ins. benefits.

Proctors
Proctors oversee and direct examinees in
accordance with established policies and
procedures.  This position requires attention
to detail, excellent organization and public
speaking skills, and interaction with a
diverse population.  This is a part-time posi-
tion that pays $14/hr.

Control Room Operators
Control Room Operators are responsible for
the videotaping, timekeeping and monitor-
ing of camera operation during exams.
Control Room Operators must have basic
knowledge of audio-visual equipment.  This
is a part-time position that pays $12/hr.

For more information, please contact
ECFMG® at (310) 426-2383 and indicate

the desired position.  

ECFMG® is an equal opportunity employer.

GAS STATION Boat Dock 
needs PT/FT for MDR Harbor
call Randy or Sue 
310-823-2444

ORTHODONTIC DENTAL
Office-Exclusive Office in 
Pacific Palisades. Exceptional
opportunity please call
310-454-6317

P/T HOURS Between 8-6 M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 ext.4# Andrea

PART-TIME ASSISTANT
COMPUTER LITERATE 4 
HOURS PER DAY CALL 
818-587-3154 FOR DETAILS

RETAIL/AREA MANAGER :
Chain of Jr. Trendy clothing 
stores seeking area manager.
Traveling required,  
merchandising & minimum 2yrs
experience. Please call 
310-638-9938

SALES REP. F/T Natural
Product Broker L.A/O.C Area,
Sales experience a plus! 
Salary+. Fax Resume
818-509-2455

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

TANNING SALON seeks p/t  
sales associate.
Send resume to 
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

Employment
SALES: 44 year old Forbes 500 
Ranked Affiliate CO. is looking 
for sales pros to keep pace with 
rising gold market. Top earners 
make 300k+. Full benefits. No 
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa 
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com 
or call (310)319-0313.

SANTA MONICA Office 
Manager/Admin.Assistant/
Bookkeeper, Property  
Management Experience 
Necessary Fax Resume   
310-471-3123

UPSCALE BEVERLY Hills area
Jeweler seeks F/T salesperson
w/following salary+comm.
bonus+401K please fax resume
415-399-1994

For Sale
HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Vehicles for sale

1997 GMC Safari Cargo Van
Good vehiclr for Tradesman or 
business. $3500/obo Private
Party 310-399-3009

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,

(ID#A29098) $15,995

’00 Isuzu Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise
(ID#4337000) $8,995 

’99 Dodge Quad Cab
Pick Up, Oversize Tires &
Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp

(ID#610134) 

’99 Ford Explorer 
Red, A/C, Leather

(ID#71978) $10,995 

’97 Ford Ranger 
Supercab, 4x4, Auto, Alloys

(ID#PA09009) $7,995 

’02 Chevy Tahoe LT 
(ID#R193678) $23,895

’02 Ford Sport Track 
Low Miles, V6, P/W, P/L, Tilt,

Cruise, Tonueau Cover
(ID#2UD41782) $19,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA ’96 PLYMOUTH 

GRAND VOYAGER

SE, VIN 484227 $5000

94 CHRYSLER LABARON

Convertible, 1 owner

VIN 277493$3995

’95 SATURN SL2

VIN 392250 $4000

’90 ACURA LEGEND

Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

’65 VW BUG 

VIN 260574 $4500

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

SOFA, ARMCHAIR 
ENTERTAINMENT
CENTER & COFFEE
TABLE FOR SALE
Cobalt Blue full sofa

Cobalt Blue Ikea armchair 
Ikea entertainment center

Wood Coffee Table

ALL IN GOOD CONDITION

Sofa & Armchair: $100 obo
Entertainment Center: $50

Coffee Table: $75

310-926-7473

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds
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SONIA WILLIAMS
*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*
*Palm Reader*
*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099

Personals

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(888) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

OVERSTOCKED
You the public can
benefit. Make any
reasonable offer
and you can drive
away in a certified
preown Lexus, VW
or other makes.

2000 PASSAT GLX
4-Door Sedan, Automatic

A/C, Moon Roof, Leather

(226595)

2003 LEXUS ES 300
4-Door Sedan, Low Miles,

Moon Roof (117527)

Vehicles for sale

HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

Monumental
Savings!
’01 SOLARA SE

Silver, 30K miles 
(1C422701) $11,995

’99 CAMRY LE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(X0171768) $10,995

’96 EXPLORER
4x4, Leather, Loaded
(7UC42665) $6,995

’01 CAMRY LE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

(10542371) $11,995

‘98 ESCORT ZX2
Moon Roof, Alloys

(WR105686) $3,995

’99 4RUNNER
V6 LOADED

(X0111042) $14,995

’01 COROLLA LE
Auto, Silver, 36K miles

(1Z517041) $9,995

AD EXPIRES 4/30/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION 
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical 
response method, 
(songs/games) ADULTS 
Communicative grammar and 
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

Wanted
PIANO TEACHER Wanted, 
looking for a patient piano 
teacher for lesons in my home 
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

For Rent

2+1.5 UNIT in Venice Duplex.
New carpet, W/D hookups, 2 
car parking, large eat-in kitchen, 
dining room,great light. $1495
310-466-9256

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850, 
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit, 
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT  INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

CULVER CITY Gated 
Community 1bd/1ba New 
carpet, New dishwasher, freshly
painted. N/S No pets
310-815-1945

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOME IN Marina Del Rey, 3+2
with private yard, shed and 
automatic gate that contains 
three cars. The house itself has 
hardwood floors and a full 
kitchen with a  dishwasher and 
outdoor laundry on a patio.
$2850  310-466-9256

MAR VISTA, $1795/mo 
Spacious 3bd/3ba 2-car 
parking,Security, stove/fridge,
no pets 310-559-9896 before 
8pm-Studio avail. $720

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated 
building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, 
newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng, 
1 year lease,no pets $1400
Mike 310-578-9729

MDR LARGE 3+2, W/D, 
refridgerator, fieplace, 2-car ga-
rage, steps to sand, pets ok!
$3500/mo 310-577-0015

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove. 2 car park-
ing, 1 year lease, no pets.
$2000  310-466-9256

MDR/ADJ 3+1 1/2, dishwasher
w/d hookups, garage,stove,
jacuzzi tub, fireplace, beautiful!
No pets $1800/mo 
310-410-1999

PAC.PALISADES, 2BD/1BA
Refurbished, private entry,
lower,hardwood floors, W&D, 
bright, parking, storage, pet 
friendly, $1,995/mo
310-454-0687

PALMS/WEST L.A. 2BD,1 1/2 
BA,  Upper, safe neighborhood, 
gated building, r/s, parking, 
ceiling fan, no pets. $1100/mo
310-923-0587

PDR 2+1 3/4, upper, large, 
closets, r/s, blinds, small 
building, no/pets, no/smoking.
$1425/mo/1yr lease 
310-338-1311

PDR SPACIOUS 2+1, lovely 
hilltop residential area, lots of 
closets, r/s, no pets $1395/mo
310-822-3144

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper 
front apt. 1428 11th St.#5 
Stove, laundry, parking,just 
painted with new carpets.
310-394-4837

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo.
1248 11th Street unit  F  2BD 
1.5BA  blinds,carpet,laundry,
parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA $2400  
Walk to beach, great apt. to 
share,Spacious, 3bd2ba,hard-
wood floors,new appliances,
7-unit building,  310-399-1273

SANTA MONICA $2750/mo 
front unit, condo w/garden, 2bd 
2ba, built-in kitchen, garage,
Mike  626-482-0787

For Rent
SANTA MONICA : $1580/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint, water 
paid   (818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s, 
patio, yard, new paint, lg 
closets, prkng, quiet, $870
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Guest House,
pet ok, r/s, yard, ceramic tile, m 
to m, prkng, $1100
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Penthouse 
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba+loft, 
dining, living, balcony, built-ins, 
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt 
rm, dog ok, crpt, pvt entry, 
prkng, util incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt 
rm, r/s, balcony, crpt, laundry, 
m to m, $534
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Townhouse
2+1.5, 1214 Idaho Ave.
Redone, 1 car garage, laundry 
on-site, will consider pets
$2195/mo  310-869-0468
www.howardmanagement.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, lower, 
pet ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs, laundry, 
yard, prkng, $1400
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA$2400/mo 
833 5th St.#201,2BD 2BA
Stove,d/w,blinds,carpet,laundry,
pool,intercom entry, gated tan-
dem parking. No pets.
310-393-2547

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s, 
patio, gated, crpt, laundry, m to 
m, util incld, $800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, pet ok, crpt, 
new appliances, 5 unit blg, 
quiet, near frwys, $1450
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, balcony, 
hrdwd flrs, new painted, 
porch,garage, m to m, $1350
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, new crpt, 
laundry, 1/2 block to beach, 
ocean view, $795
www.wetsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, new 
crpt, front unit, just painted, 
near shops, prkng, $975
www.westsiderentals.com

SM  $1750/MO Spacious 
2bdrm, 1.5ba. 2-Story Town-
house Apartment w/2-car 
closed garage.
18th St. near SM Blvd 
Security building, ample clos-
ets, private patio, wetbar, fire-
place,appliances, 
Info: (310)828-4481.

SM 2+1, Near beach, D/W, 
fridge, laundry, new carpet/paint
$2200/mo first,last+deposit, no 
pets. 310-314-3197

TOWNHOUSE CONDO
3+2 1/2, $2100/mo 1838 Barry 
Ave. #2. Stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, fireplace, balcony, 
dining room, carpets, blinds, 
intercom entry, 2car gated 
parking spaces, no pets 
310-578-7512

VENICE BEACH large 1 bd,1ba
with new paint, carpet and 1 car
parking off street. Close to 
beach and restaurants, pool, 
laundry, 1 year lease, no pets
$1100. Aaron 310-823-0 354

VENICE, 2BD 2BA, $1950/mo,
w/balcony, 1 block to beach, 
d/w,washer/dryer in unit! No 
pets 310-391-7362

Venice: $875/mo 501 N. Venice 
3 Singles, carpets, laundry, 
utilities paid,no pets.
(310)574-6767.

W. LA 1 Large 1bd/1ba 
$950/mo. Hardwood floors, 
venetian blinds, walk-in closets
310-826-3360

For Rent
WEST HOLLYWOOD 1+1
8 UNIT building, spacious lower 
apt., waher/dryer, AC, refrigera-
tor, stove, dishwasher, gas fire-
place, gated building, gated 
parking, blinds, wood/carpet/
vinyl, balcony, good closets, 
close to shopping, w/c pets
$1275     310-271-7064

WESTCHESTER, 2+1 Total 
Remodel w/d hookups, fridge, 
garage, yard, excellent location,
no pets $1495/mo 
310-521-8828

WESTWOOD, 2BD2BA, free 
A/C,hot/cold water, 2 parking 
spaces, new bath & kitchen, 
pool/spa, w/d, lg balcony 
$1995/mo  818-780-5758

WLA $1175 OCEANVIEW & 
Breezes. larger 1 bedroom, Top 
of hill, private driveway, upper, 
front (310)390-4610.

Houses For Rent
2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th 
Street, new paint & blinds, 
carpet. $1200/mo  NO PETS
310-532-3876

MDR ADJ: “ARCHITECTURAL
GEM” 1920’S Arts & Crafts 
Bungalow completely restored.
Wood floors, Beams, Sky lights,
20x30 ft. Covered 
Entertainment Patio. Security 
fenced and gated compound 
with Beautifully landscaped 
Gardens and Mature trees. One 
bedroom and Den/Office.
Kitchen with stove, dishwasher, 
and laundry room. Hardwood 
floors, Beam Ceilings, Sky 
lights. $2050.00 per month. 1 
year lease. Near Lincoln & 
Washington Blvd.
310-820-5077

Roommates
2BD 1BA SUITE Large private 
home, kitchen to share.
References,male preferred 
310-478-5860 After 10am 
$850/mo

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial Of-
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140sq/ft  $2200/mo. & 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can 
combine. D.Keasbey 
(310)477-3192

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1040 
Remax

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

Local Therapist looking to 
TRADE non-sexual bodywork 
with other therapist. Paul
310-741-1901

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements

COME SHOP AT DAYBREAK
DESIGNS! A grass-roots 
business for women in 
transition. Quality hand-made 
arts & crafts in time for Mother’s 
Day.Daybreak Shelter Friday, 
April 30, 11am-7pm & Saturday 
May 1, 11am-7pm 1610 7th St.
& Colorado 310-450-0650

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

CLEANERS & Tailoring Agency 
in Santa Monica for sale by 
owner 310-392-6160

Health/Beauty

GET THE VERY BEST FOOD!
The Vital Zuman weekly farm 
box. 310-457-1084

YOUR
AD 

HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737 
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DANIEL BYRAM MAY
A joyous service in honor of beloved son and brother, Daniel Byram May, will be held
on what would have been his 29th birthday, Tues., April 27, 2004 at 10:30 a.m. at the
Windmill Chapel of Self Realization Fellowship Lake Shrine at 17190 Sunset Blvd.,
Pacific Palisades 90272. (Use the first SRF entrance up Sunset from PCH.)  All who
knew Daniel are invited to this celebration of a life notable for compassion, cordiality,
courage, humility, service, scholarship, patriotism and devotion to God. Daniel skipped
two grades, graduated with honors with a B.A. in Physics, received the Chancellor’s
Service Award, provided leadership for the undergraduate Physics society at UCLA, and
played clarinet at the Rose Bowl with the UCLA Marching Band. He was also a very
dedicated teacher, who took nine Compton students to Disneyland in a limousine. He
started an Internet “newspaper” (AngelsWeekly.com) which showcased good things

happening in the LA area. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Daniel’s honor to Self Realization Fellowship,
where Daniel served as camp counselor, Sunday School teacher, choir member and audio/visual crew member. Following
the service, the celebration will continue at a reception in Malibu.

Health/Beauty

In Home Care &
House Cleaning
Professional Service with 

a personal touch
BLUE SKY SERVICE AGENCY

(310) 655-4002
www.blueskyserviceagency.com

BRAIDS!
HAIR EXTENSIONS!

Full Service Salon Open 
7days/week  specializing in 

Caucasian & Asian Hair
5364 W. Adams Blvd.

braidsbysabrina.com
323-937-8870

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health! Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

Obituaries

Leon Hyatt
WE HAVE learned
that Leon Hyatt, a
long time business-
man of the Santa

Monica West Side Area passed
away, Monday April 5th from an
un-named, un-known lung
disease.  Leon Hyatt opend the
Arsenal Restaurant & Lounge in
1960.  He added a successful
Sports Bar in January 2000, just
months before retiring to the San
Fernando Valley.  Mr. Hyatt was
a veteran of WW II in the
Asiatic-Pacific Theatre, where he
served in the Army Occupation
of Japan.  Leon is survived by
his wife Ginny, and daughters,
Katrina Roberts, Cynthia
Roberts, and Mona Bradley, as
well as eight grand-children.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Services

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services
B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Carpentry

310-428-1602

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

HOUSECLEANING SERVICE,
Homes, Apartments, Offices & 
Condos. Vacant/Construction & 
Professional. Honest & 
Excellent References Please 
CALL 213-977-4943 or 
213-247-3674

Services

J&G PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates

References Available
Greg: 310-391-4362•Joe: 310-403-6247

Give your house a facelift for spring!

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry

All Work Guaranteed

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services
PAINTING/WALLPAPER

Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

STAR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Deep Cleaning

2 Bdrm — $39 • 5 Room — $89
up to 800 sq. ft.

White, Off-White, Berber, Commercial.
Soiled Carpet Additional Cost.
323.871.2347 • 323.463.3488

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

RAYTELCO
V O I C E  &  D A T A

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

MULTI LINE PHONE SYSTEMS  
DSL • DATE CABLING
CATV • OUTLETS • T-1

VOICE MAIL • CAT-5E WIRING
MOVES, ADDS, CHANGES

AND REPAIRS

Raymond Van Alphen
Field Technician

310-451-9515
Pager: 310-841-8595

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra  
300-2100/wk? Working 10 
Hours a Week? Call 
323-632-1234

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home.Computer tune-up, 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Quickbooks, internet navigation, 
software installation. PO Sale 
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST 

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

■ Repairs
■ Upgrades
■ Set-up

■ Training
■ Networking
■ Wireless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

Obituaries

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad
must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, cen-
tered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper
when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit
cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
(310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica,
CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER  RATES: For information about
the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST 
GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch or Kitty at the Santa Monica Daily Press: 310.458.7737
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ LAS VEGAS — A former Moonlite BunnyRanch
prostitute who accused Vince Neil of assaulting her is
suing the former Motley Crue frontman, the brothel and
its owner.

The lawsuit, filed last week, seeks unspecified dam-
ages of at least $20,000 for lost wages and other costs
stemming from the July 10, 2003, incident.

Neil, who has a home in Las Vegas, pleaded no con-
test earlier this month to misdemeanor battery in the
incident. He was fined $1,000 and ordered to complete
anger management classes.

Andrea “TrixXxie Blue” Terry claims in her lawsuit
that Neil grabbed her by the neck, pushed her against a
window, and pulled her to the floor after she and anoth-
er prostitute refused to have sex with him until he paid
$4,000 for each woman.

The lawsuit claims brothel owner Dennis Hof was
negligent because he didn’t call police and because the
panic button in her room wasn’t working.

Hof told the Las Vegas Sun he believes Terry made
up the story. Neil was at the brothel in the tiny commu-
nity of Mound House at Hof’s request. He was signing
autographs a day after he performed with Poison during
a concert in Reno.

Hof said Terry should have known Neil would not
have to pay for her services.

“We don’t charge celebrities, we pay the girls our-
selves,” Hof said.

■ DALLAS — Elton John’s antique piano sold for
$164,500 and a guitar owned by Kurt Cobain during his
early days with Nirvana was purchased for $117,500 at

a Dallas auction. The “Icons of 20th Century Music
Auction” was conducted Saturday night by Heritage
Galleries of Dallas in conjunction with the 27thannual
Dallas Guitar Show and MusicFest 2004.

John’s white, 1910-era upright piano sold to an
anonymous buyer outside the United States, according
to a news release by Heritage Galleries.

“Elton John and his longtime composing collabora-
tor, Bernie Taupin, wrote more than 100 songs on the
piano, including ‘Your Song’ and ‘Tiny Dancer,’” said
Greg Rohan, president of Heritage Galleries.

The piano, which had been autographed by John and
Taupin, was owned by collector Tom Fontaine of
Indianapolis, who displayed it the past two years at the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland.

Other auction highlights included $15,312 for the
Hollywood Walk of Fame Star brass plaque awarded to
John in October 1975 and $11,750 for a party invitation
card autographed in 1964 by the Beatles and their man-
ager. John Lennon’s 1975 Grammy presenters medal
went for $8,225, and two dress shirts worn by Elvis
Presley sold for $1,225 each. Names of the winning
bidders weren’t disclosed.

■ CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — A film that cost less than
$200 to make is among the attractions at Roger Ebert’s
sixth annual Overlooked Film Festival. This year’s fes-
tival, which opens Wednesday, includes a variety of big-
budget movies and independent works such as
“Tarnation” by Jonathan Caouette, which cost $187 to
make on a computer.

Film restoration expert Robert Harris, who discov-
ered a 70mm print of the 1962 Oscar-winning film,
“Lawrence of Arabia,” in a studio vault and then

restored it, will kick off the festival. He will explain how
he found and restored the movie.

The lineup also includes Gregory Nava’s “El Norte,”
Buster Keaton’s masterpiece “The General,” Jay
Russell’s “My Dog Skip” and the obscure Al Pacino
drama “People I Know.” Ebert, film critic for the
Chicago Sun-Times, started the festival in 1999 to call
attention to movies he feels have been forgotten or
ignored by audiences, critics and distributors.

■ NEW YORK — Tiger Woods, Lance Armstrong
and Yao Ming are among the athletes selected to Time
Magazine’s list of the 100 most influential people in the
world.

The sevens sports figures chosen all are listed among
“Heroes and Icons,” one of five categories used by the
magazine in the issue on newsstands Monday.

Also selected: New England Patriots coach Bill
Belichick, Real Madrid’s David Beckham, British
marathoner Paula Radcliffe and yoga

teacher B.K.S. Iyengar.
On Woods, the magazine said: “When only four

golfers have won more majors than you have at 28, hon-
ors like five straight Player of the Year awards are no
longer good enough. ... He’s the rare phenom who
exceeded the hype.”

Armstrong overcame testicular cancer and has won
the Tour de France five times. “If Armstrong wins the
Tour de France again this summer, he will establish a
new standard for the sport,” the magazine wrote.

Phil Simms, the former New York Giants quarter-
back, profiled Belichick, who guided the Patriots to the
Super Bowl title: “He’s not as dull as people think.
Heck, he goes to Bon Jovi concerts!”

Owner of the BunnyRanch offers celebs cheap thrills

DID YOU KNOW?: Starting in the summer of 2004, only civil disputes will be heard at
the Santa Monica Courthouse. All criminal matters will move to the Airport Courthouse near LAX.


