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WHAT A SIGHT TO SEE: Santa Monica’s City Hall is targeting large vehicles like this one, amending the municipal code to restrict parking for
vehicles over 5 feet or taller at very specific locations, like entrances to alleys, where visibility would be impaired. 

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF 

CITYWIDE The Santa Monica City Council
could make it more difficult to park tall vehicles
in parts of the city at its meeting next week.

The council will hear a second reading of an
ordinance requested by three city departments to
post signs prohibiting the parking of vehicles over
5 feet high in locations where they could impact
visibility or traffic safety.

Should the ordinance pass, two existing sections
of the municipal code will be combined so that
vehicles over 5 feet tall cannot park in specific loca-
tions in Santa Monica, particularly near alleyways
where the tall cars would make it difficult to see
oncoming traffic.

Currently, two sections govern residential
and commercial districts respectively, making it
difficult to post signs, according to city staff.

The 5 foot limit is actually shorter than
the 6 feet prescribed in the state code, but
makes enforcement easier, said Sam
Morrissey, City Hall’s principal transporta-
tion engineer.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Santa Monica attorneys closed
the books on a 2010 civil suit for $55,000
after an elderly woman fell and injured her-
self on a Big Blue Bus.

According to a lawsuit filed in February
2010, Aura Celis, of Arleta, Calif., allegedly
fell on Big Blue Bus route 7 when the driv-
er braked before she had found a seat.

The accident occurred on May 6, 2009.
Celis, then 60 and originally of Guatemala,

boarded the bus between 2:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.
She was returning home from work as a maid
in a home in Santa Monica to Arleta, which is
south of San Fernando.

The only seats available were in the mid-
dle of the crowded bus. Celis began walking
toward the interior of the bus, holding onto
the metal pole above her head.

“She testified that when the bus stopped,she
was going to let go and continue walking,” said

Santa Monica City Attorney Debbi Kanoff.
The bus came to a stop. Celis fell back-

ward into the front of the bus, hit the coin
box and landed on her right side. She hit
her head on the way down. Celis testified
that she temporarily lost consciousness.

Paramedics took Celis to Brotman Medical
Center. She claimed that she had memory
problems and was dizzy for three or four days
after the accident. She also reported that her
doctor told her she would need surgery on her
right shoulder. She no longer wears high heels
because of the pain in her knee.

Celis and her attorney, Daniel
Dembicer, sued for $132,500 for medical
expenses, lost wages and other damage.
The case settled for $55,000.

Falls are particularly dangerous to the
elderly, according to an article published by
the American Academy of Family
Physicians, a national medical organization
which represents 97,600 family physicians.

According to the article, people over the

age of 65 are 10 times more likely to be hos-
pitalized and eight times more likely to die
as a result of a fall than children.

Elderly can improve their safety by following
a few simple recommendations, said Capt.Mark
Bridges, the emergency medical services coordi-
nator with the Santa Monica Fire Department.

First, wear flat shoes and avoid heels. Ask
for help when moving on or between
uneven surfaces, and ensure that your glass-
es prescription, if you have one, is current.

“Blurred vision can be unsafe, especially in
unfamiliar areas,” Bridges wrote in an e-mail.

Make sure you know your route before
leaving home, and have a list of medica-
tions and medical history with you in case
of emergency, he said.

The Santa Monica Fire Department
will hold an informational session at Wise
and Healthy Aging on April 26 about fire
and fall prevention.

ashley@smdp.com

Big Blue Bus fall victim gets $55K

Large vehicles to
face restrictions

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

DOWNTOWN, L.A. The president of a now-
defunct Huntington Beach financial company
was sentenced to 37 months in prison and
ordered to pay nearly $4 million in restitution
for stealing money from Santa Monica and 23
other cities that was going to be used to improve
low-income housing, prosecutors said Monday.

Belinda Exon, 56, whose Rehab Financial
held grants and loans in escrow on behalf of
cities, pleaded guilty last July in Los Angeles fed-
eral court to embezzling about $3.9 million in
federal funds from September 2002 to October
2008, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

Exon’s company would administer money
reserved to fix health and safety hazards and to

Former escrow agent
sentenced to prison
for embezzling funds

SEE PARKING PAGE 7

SEE FUNDS PAGE 7
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

FREE Teeth Whitening*

& COSMETIC CONSULTATION ($400 VALUE)

CALL FOR
DETAILS

*after completion of exam and 
cleaning/ new patients only

www.GreenBrooms.com  1445 6th St • Ground Floor • Santa Monica 310.310.2623
Call for more information or to enroll

Learn the ins and outs of being in a band
Create and play music in a band setting
Perform for your friends and family 
at the end of camp and more...

   Looking for:

- guitarists
- bass players

- drummers
- singers
- keyboardists

Kids ages 8-13Kids ages 8-13

CCLLAARRIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN
In the April 18 edition of My Write, the column should have made it clear that planting

the same species of palms could exacerbate the spread of an incurable fungus deadly to
certain palm tree species. An alternative would be planting different trees or different
species of palms not susceptible to the disease. 

Tuesday, April 19, 2011

Bounce Back from Stress
Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m.
Learn to “Bounce Back from Stress” during a lecture 

by chiropractor Quentin Williams.
Stress is the biological term for the consequences of the body’s failure to 

appropriately respond to emotional and/or physical threats. Although the stress
response is known for leading to disease and illness, it also provides us with the

strength to adapt and react to our environment. The focus of Williams’s lecture will
be to address three forms of stress and how to manage them so that they don’t

adversely impact your health. For more information, call (310) 458-8606.

‘The Merchant of Venice’
The Broad Stage

1310 11th St., 7:30 p.m.
Academy Award winner, F. Murray Abraham attacks the role of Shylock in this 

riveting update of the bard’s darkest of comedies, where religion, race and 
sexuality collide with love, family and justice. The currency of society and humanity
has never been so changeable in this Royal Shakespeare Company commissioned

production, the first production by an American company to be invited to the 
RSC’s Complete Works Festival. This production runs through April 24. 

For information, call (310) 434-3200.

Healthy eating
Senior Recreation Center

1450 Ocean Ave., 10:30 a.m.
This class focuses on recipes for healthy, hip Santa Monica adults 50 plus. 

For more information, call (310) 458-8644.

Wednesday, April 20, 2011

Meet the Easter Bunny
Santa Monica Place

Broadway and Third Street Promenade, 9:30 p.m.
Children of all ages are invited to an event complete with breakfast with the 

Easter Bunny, live entertainment, arts and crafts, door prizes and much more. 
Event will conclude with an egg hunt. RSVP by visiting santamonicaplace.com.

Brain Fitness
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m.
Improve your focus and concentration. Try out the Brain Fitness computer 

program and learn about the latest research on how to strengthen your brain. 
For more information, call (310) 458-8681.

Talking ‘Wolf Hall’
Montana Library

1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m.
Book lovers will gather to discuss author Hilary Mantel’s “Wolf Hall.”

For more information on this free event, call (310) 458-8682.

Calendar
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OCEAN AVE 
i. Cugini closing after 
21 years in business

One of Santa Monica’s more popular
Italian restaurants, i. Cugini, plans to close
its doors in June. 

Sam King, CEO of King’s Seafood Co.,
which owns i. Cugini, Ocean Avenue
Seafood and the Water Grill in Downtown
L.A., announced the planned closure
Monday in a statement to the press. 

“It was a very difficult decision for us to
make,” King said. “We truly enjoyed oper-
ating i.Cugini over the past 21 years and
after very careful consideration decided
that the restaurant did not fit into future
plans for the company.”

A spokesman for the company said
King’s decided not to renew i. Cugini’s
lease but would not elaborate. They said
the closure was not caused by the sluggish
economy. 

King’s Seafood Co. operates 17 restau-
rants in Southern California, Nevada and
Arizona and operate their own seafood dis-
tribution company in Orange County.
King’s Seafood has begun planning for
relocating crew from i.Cugini to other
restaurants in the area. 

i.Cugini is scheduled to close after
Father’s Day brunch is served on June 19.  

DAILY PRESS 
WILSHIRE BLVD 
Santa Monica 
Seafood buys rival 

Santa Monica Seafood, which was
founded in 1939 at the end of the Santa
Monica Pier, has purchased one of its main
rivals, Long Beach Seafood Co., along with
its inventory and other assets, officials
with the company said Monday. 

With the purchase, Santa Monica
Seafood, which is one of the region’s
largest distributors of fresh and frozen
seafood, will have approximately 300
employees. 

Officials did not disclose the purchase
price. 

“The combined customer base of Santa
Monica Seafood and Long Beach Seafood
represents the largest segment of the
highest quality restaurants, hotels and
country clubs in Southern California,
Nevada and Arizona,” said Anthony
Cigliano, president of Santa Monica
Seafood.

Long Beach Seafood had been in opera-
tion for 90 years. 

Santa Monica Seafood’s headquarters
are located in Rancho Dominguez, Calif. 

DP 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

MAKING NOISE Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Yelling out 'Make them pay,' demonstrators associated with Moveon.org and Code Pink protest on Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street on
Monday outside of Bank of America and Wells Fargo urging the banks to pay their fair share of taxes. 

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

SAMOHI Looks like Santa Monica High
School’s baseball team will have a little
extra time on their hands this week.

A pair of Ocean League games against
Inglewood have been canceled. Sheldon
Philip-Guide, Samohi’s head coach, said
that he heard about the cancellation on
Friday. He was told that Inglewood’s
administration didn’t want its teams to play
during spring break. Philip-Guide said he
wasn’t sure when the games would be
rescheduled, but it does mean that the
Vikings will have at least two weeks in the
near future with three league games, one
more than the norm.

A call to Inglewood High School was not

returned by deadline.
As for the extra time, Philip-Guide said

that he wants his players to relax a bit.
“I want to let them refresh their batteries

after playing such a tough schedule,” he
said.

The unexpected break may actually
work to cool off Samohi. Despite being just
5-14 this season, the Vikings have won four
of their last six games, two coming against
league opponents.

“The kids are starting to believe in
themselves a little more,” Philip-Guide
said of the recent turnaround.
“Confidence is something that they need,
it’s important.”

The Vikings will be out of action until
Saturday when Samohi takes on West
Torrance as part of the Redondo

Tournament. That game is scheduled to
begin at 11 a.m.

LOCAL V-BALL TEAMS CLING TO RANKINGS
Samohi’s boys’ volleyball team retains its

No. 1 ranking in the latest CIF-Southern
Section Division 4 poll released on
Monday.

St. Monica also retained its spot in the
D-5 rankings. For a second week, St.
Monica is No. 9.

ST. MONICA SOFTBALL RANKED
St. Monica’s softball team is ranked No.

9 in the latest CIF-SS Division 5 poll.
The Mariners are 10-5 this season and 5-

2 in Camino Real League play.

daniela@smdp.com

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Samohi Vikings baseball games canceled
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Discrimination, in any form, is wrong
Editor:

I read with some sense of disbelief Mr. Hecht’s
review of Sasabune (“Discriminating tastes at
Sasabune,” The Re-View, April 16-17); in which he stat-
ed that the restaurant’s owner told him that their “pol-
icy” is to serve certain kinds of sushi only to Japanese
people, as “Americans … do not appreciate them.” (Do
Chinese people? Or Russians? Or Americans whose
parents were born in Japan? Do they get the Uni, or
not?)

I am not an attorney, but having a policy of refusing
to serve something to certain singled-out ethnic
groups or nationalities in preference to others would
seem to be highly questionable under civil rights law.
Just imagine if, for example, a restaurant made it a pol-
icy not to serve their best dishes to black people, or
Jews or Vietnamese people because “they don’t appre-
ciate it.” Or, to stretch the example, if a hotel wouldn’t
give its better rooms to Spanish or white or Japanese
people because they, too, couldn’t appreciate how nice
they were. The list of dreadful similar examples could
go on and on. But what they would all have in common
is simple and unconscionable prejudice.

Surely Sasabune cannot continue with such a policy
with impunity.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
J. Calman

Santa Monica

Bikes here, there 
Editor:

Maybe the reason that automobiles, bicycles and
pedestrians seem to work well together in Germany
is that bicyclists in Germany don’t blow through red
lights and stop signs, like they do here (“So simple,”
Letters to the Editor, page 4, April 16-17). And bicy-
clists in Germany don’t ride on the sidewalks using
pedestrians for an obstacle course, like they do here.
And bicyclists in Germany don’t ride in groups down
the middle of the street, dressed like fishing lures,
like they do here.

Saul Cohen
Santa Monica

Problem area 
Editor:

This week, the Daily Press ran two letters from
those observing cycling behavior. Here’s my story.

As I walked south on the east sidewalk of 21st Street
approaching Pico Boulevard, I stepped into the side-
walk corner and was hit by a cyclist. He was riding on
the sidewalk! I was shaken and have some bruised
AARP bones, but nothing broken. The cyclist was
unhurt and very apologetic.

There is a big political and social push to increase
cycling and it looks to be successful. Yet, the responsi-
bility for cyclists and City Hall to follow/enforce rules of
the road has been lacking.

The city-owned building on that corner is set on
some odd property line so that the sidewalk actually
narrows. “No set-back” is a misnomer. The building cre-
ates a blind corner manageable for pedestrians, but not
bikes. To boot, the curb ramp is off the corner, set north
onto 21st street so that any cyclist (or skateboarder)
must whip north a bit to zip down the ramp. Surely,
someone noticed the irregularity when the city spent
its millions on property rehab?

Though it may be challenging for cyclists in the
roadway, the answer is not to make it dangerous for
pedestrians.

Nancy Cook Smith
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

PROPOSITION 8 IS AN AMENDMENT TO
California’s Constitution. It was passed by a
comfortable margin via ballot initiative in
2008. Prop. 8 maintained the age-old defini-
tion of marriage in the Golden State as
requiring binary male-female compatibility.
It remains tied-up in federal court today.

Back in February of 2010 it became
rumored that retired federal Judge Vaughn
Walker, who presided over the case at the
district level, was a practitioner of the
homosexual lifestyle. It was further reported
that he had a longtime male lover. Judge
Walker refused to confirm or deny the
rumors. At the time I was one of the few
people to publicly call for his recusal. It’s
inexplicable that attorneys defending Prop. 8
didn’t make such a motion.

With Judge Walker’s recent admission that
he does in fact practice homosexuality, the
case for recusal has been proven. His ruling
on the Prop. 8 case should be immediately
vacated as he possessed both an incontro-
vertible and disqualifying conflict of interest.

Federal law is clear. The code of judicial
conduct requires that a judge step down
from a case if “the judge's impartiality might
reasonably be questioned,” or when he “has a
financial … or any other interest that could
be affected substantially by the outcome of
the proceeding.”

By manufacturing from thin air a
Constitutional “right” to same-sex “mar-
riage” — something the framers of the U.S
Constitution could not have conceptualized,
much less endorsed — Judge Walker abused
his position on the bench to create for him-
self a new privilege that he previously did
not possess. It’s undeniable that he had an
“interest that could be affected substantially
by the outcome of the proceeding.”

Stemming from his own bizarre and con-
trived legal findings in the case, Judge
Walker’s ruling made it possible for both he
and his male sexual partner to “marry.” Prior
to his ruling he could not. Subsequent to his
ruling — and if the ruling is upheld — he
could. This is not opinion. It’s an objective
matter of fact. Judge Walker unilaterally and
arbitrarily gave himself a newfangled “right.”

Furthermore, the U.S. Code, Section 455
(a) states: “Any justice, judge, or magistrate
judge of the United States shall disqualify
himself in any proceeding in which his
impartiality might reasonably be ques-

tioned.” U.S.C. Section 455 (b) (1) also states
that a judge must be disqualified if he “has a
personal bias or prejudice concerning a
party, or personal knowledge of disputed
evidentiary facts concerning the proceed-
ing.”

No reasonable person can deny that
Judge Walker held a “personal bias” as his
decision directly affected him on a very per-
sonal level.

A few proponents of so-called “gay mar-
riage” have slapped me in the face with the
following red herring: “Why, using your
logic a heterosexual judge would also have to
recuse himself. No judge could ever preside
over a case involving same-sex ‘marriage.’”

This is apples-to-oranges nonsense. On a
case concerning the novel question of radi-
cally redefining marriage to include same-
sex pairs, a heterosexual judge, by definition,
would not possess a personal “interest that
could be affected substantially by the out-
come of the proceeding.” A heterosexual
judge is precisely what federal law requires
under such circumstances.

By analogy, if a federal Judge were presid-
ing over a case to determine the merits of a
new gambling law, and that judge happened
to have a gambling addiction, law would
require that he recuse himself due to a clear
conflict of interest. At a minimum, “the
judge's impartiality might reasonably be
questioned.”

Or consider an instance where a judge
crossed state lines to legally use medical
marijuana for cancer treatment. If he were
later presented with a case covering issues
related to the legality of medical marijuana,
he would necessarily be disqualified and also
expected to recuse himself.

An honorable judge must step down
from any case where there is even the remote
appearance of a conflict. In Judge Walker’s
situation, the conflict proved to be absolute.

His was the textbook example of a con-
flict requiring recusal. It’s now the textbook
example of judicial activism. This outra-
geous decision must be vacated and attor-
neys defending Prop. 8 should immediately
file a motion to that effect.

MMAATTTT  BBAARRBBEERR  (jmattbarber@comcast.net) is
an attorney concentrating in constitutional law.
He serves as vice president of Liberty Counsel
Action.

J. Matt Barber Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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If the ruling judge isn’t
straight you have to vacate 
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WHO IS JOHN GALT?
So opens “Atlas Shrugged,” Ayn Rand’s

magnum opus about the decline of
American civilization. It’s a work that as a
young man I read about three times. As a
budding entrepreneur its appeal to the vigor
and naiveté of youth was unbeatable. The
dramatic characterizations of industrialists
reached deep into the psyche of the 20-year-
old David Pisarra who wanted to be a cap-
tain of capitalism.

The movie is slated to be shot in three
parts, and the first one opened this weekend.
Many attended a screening in Westwood,
and I was lucky enough to have the director
and one of the actors present to express my
thoughts to them. It’s a slow start to a strong
story. This first movie is laying track for the
future movies and I enjoyed it immensely.

The romance of the book is woven
through it like the railroad lines that it
describes of Taggart Transcontinental. I was
in love with the ideals of self determination
and breaking free of the bonds of govern-
ment regulation and societal pressures that I
felt as an angry, young, gay man desperate to
get out from under the protection of school
and family.

The novel is a philosophical manifesto as
well as an escapist drama, setting forth the
standard of being a doer, a mover and a
shaker as the ideal of what a person can be.
The main character, John Galt, realizing that
the dystopian future America holds is one
that would steal from him, his ideas and the
products of his mind, he swears to stop the
engine of the world and rebuild society.

The book is 1,300-plus pages of some-
times snappy, sometimes dreary writing.
There are passages that are famous for
preachiness, but the point of the book is that
one should dare to stand on one’s own two
feet and not rely on others, and also to not
allow others to leach off of you. Scholars can,
and will, spend lifetimes arguing over the
various merits and demerits of the espoused
philosophy, personally there are parts of it I
love and live. There are other parts that are
not, in my experience, beneficial to me.

As a capitalist, I find the book intriguing,
intoxicating at some level and very enjoyable
to read. It speaks to the part of me that wants
to start companies and take on new ven-
tures.

I fight for the underdog often as a father’s
rights lawyer. I often find myself in family
court arguing to judges about men’s parent-
ing abilities and their time availabilities. I do
it for two reasons. One, for the money. I am
a hired gun. I get paid to explain to judges
my client’s side of the story. But the other
reason is that I find it emotionally rewarding
when I can reunite a father with his children.

It is that emotional recompense that is
frequently misunderstood when people take
up sides about “Atlas Shrugged.” They mis-
takenly put the emphasis on being paid —
with hard cold cash. That is only one form of
payment. There are others. I offer this as my
explanation. I was walking down the Third
Street Promenade as I do most Friday nights
and ran into a client of mine. He was with
his 5-year-old son and they had just come
from seeing “Rio” and were headed to
Angelato Cafe. He asked me to join him, and
that’s an offer I can’t refuse.

Strolling up the promenade with this
man and his son, little hand in big hand, he
was so happy, content and fulfilled that
when I think back, it brings tears to my eyes.
He’s a full-time dad to his two children. He’s
an entrepreneur who regularly drives 100
miles a day, manages to coordinate the
school schedules of two children under 10,
makes lunches, does laundry and lives the
life of the single parent.

He absolutely excels at it, and more
importantly, revels in being a father.

As we sat outside delighting in the yum-
miness that is Angelato, me with my sugar-
free chocolate gelato, him with his coffee fla-
vored and the youngster with his bub-
blegum, it occurred to me how much this
experience is the added benefit, the bonus
payment for my work. Seeing how happy
and fulfilled he is gave me an emotional pay-
off that no amount of money can match.
That’s the part that is so misunderstood by
naïve readers of “Atlas Shrugged.” They mis-
take the “doing for others” as a one-way
street. It can be, but it doesn’t have to be.

And when it’s not, it’s the best.

DDAAVVIIDD  PPIISSAARRRRAA  is a family law attorney focus-
ing on father’s rights and men’s Issues in the
Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969.

David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?

Cashing in on the big payback

BBiikkee  ffrriieennddllyy

A pair of recent workshops have explored
what can be done to further the “no new
trips” agenda laid out in City Hall’s
recently updated land use and circulation
element. Making it easier for bike riders
to navigate the city was a major concern
during these meetings.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

What can city officials do to make
Santa Monica more bike friendly?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110022.

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?
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LOS ANGELES
County budget proposal released 

Los Angeles County has released a budget proposal that aims to close a $220.9 mil-
lion shortfall while avoiding layoffs and preserving critical services.

County Chief Executive Officer William T. Fujioka on Monday released a proposal totaling
$23.3 billion. The shortfall would be closed through using $185.2 million in one-time funding,
$35.7 million in operational spending reductions and eliminating 257 vacant, budgeted positions.

For the first time since 2007, the county is starting to see an annual increase in sales
tax revenues and property taxes are projected to grow by 0.7 percent in 2011 to 2012.
Fujioka says, however, that maintaining service levels, avoiding layoff and producing a
balanced budget will only be possible as long as recent economic indicators showing
improvement continue.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LOS ANGELES
Man critically wounded in Venice shooting 

Los Angeles police say a man has been critically wounded in a weekend shooting at
the crowded Venice boardwalk.

Sgt. Felipe Vasquez tells the Los Angeles Times that a man in his 20s was shot in the
head Sunday. No arrests have been made.

Authorities say the crowd at the famous beachfront walk was swelled by Twitter posts
urging people to gather at local basketball courts.

After the shooting, witnesses say hordes of people scattered through the neighbor-
hood, with some hiding in shops and others running for bus stops.

AP
LOS ANGELES
MTA train stuck in tunnel; 200 evacuated 

Authorities say about 200 people were evacuated from a commuter train that
stopped in a Los Angeles tunnel because of a problem in its brake system.

No injuries are reported.
Rick Jager of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority says the Red Line train was

heading east from the Westlake station when the problem prompted an automatic shut-
down shortly before 8 a.m. Monday.

He says the brakes still worked but the train pulled to a halt in a tunnel east of
MacArthur Park.

Fire Department spokesman Erik Scott says firefighters helped evacuate about 200
people.

Jager says they were put on another train. He says the stopped train delayed service
for about a half hour before it was finally moved. It will be inspected to determine what
caused the problem.

AP
SIMI VALLEY
SoCal police say kidnapped woman left blood trail 

Police in Simi Valley says a woman was kidnapped from her home, leaving a trail of
blood, and her ex-boyfriend may be taking her to Texas.

Police say 24-year-old Keisha Marshall was abducted shortly after 9:30 p.m. Sunday.
Lt. Joseph May tells Los Angeles broadcasters that the blood trail from the house leads
authorities to believe Marshall may be seriously injured.

Authorities are looking for 27-year-old Rashaun Bailey, who may be in a 2000 white
Ford Crown Victoria with black push bars on the front and a Texas license plate. They say
the car resembles an unmarked police car.

Authorities say Bailey is from Dallas and may be heading back there.
Police say the couple had a history of domestic violence.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Prosecutors say Jackson’s doctor changed story 

The doctor charged in the death of Michael Jackson tried to change his story about
his actions involving the pop star, telling his own experts in the upcoming trial a differ-
ent story than he told police, prosecutors said Monday.

Deputy District Attorneys David Walgren and Deborah Brazil filed a motion asking a
judge to bar new claims made by defendant Dr. Conrad Murray.

They said he apparently made the new assertions in conversation with two doctors
who will testify on his behalf in the case.

The accounts were revealed in letters from the experts, Dr. Paul White, an anesthesi-
ologist, and Dr. Joseph Haraszti, a psychiatrist and hospital director.

Prosecutors believe Murray spoke to the experts after a preliminary hearing in
January that focused on his statements to police after Jackson’s death in June 2009.

The motion quoted Murray as telling the experts he left Jackson’s bedroom to make
a phone call, even though he initially said he left Jackson to go to the bathroom.

Experts also said Murray claimed to have experience using propofol — the powerful
anesthetic that killed Jackson — as a sedative, even though Murray didn’t make such a
claim in police interviews.

The motion also says Murray claims for the first time that Jackson took propofol in
fruit juice while the doctor wasn’t looking. The prosecutors said that was speculation.

J. Michael Flanagan, an attorney for Murray, wqs not immediately available for com-
ment on the motion.

Murray has pleaded not guilty to involuntary manslaughter. A coroner found that
Jackson died of an overdose of propofol and other sedatives.

Prosecutors called the new statements about Murray’s actions “a backdoor attempt to intro-
duce the defendant’s new, self-serving statements without being subject to cross-examination.”

“Such information conflicts with what the defendant told the police in his prior inter-
views,” the motion states.

The only way the statements would be admissible, prosecutors said, is if Murray tes-
tifies in his own defense and is subject to cross-examination. They said the reports from
both doctors contain numerous examples of new statements in conflict with Murray’s
previous accounts.

A hearing on motions is scheduled for Thursday. Jury selection resumes on May 4.
AP

STATE BRIEFS
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(310) 828-3333
www.passengerswanted.net

• Beautiful Towncars and Vans

• Reservations required

• Charter/Party service • Call for value pricing

LOCAL
TOWNCAR
SERVICE

Santa Monica
to LAX $35

(add $10 for pickup from LAX)

Skycar LIMO
Towncars and Vans

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

bring low-income housing up to building
codes, according to court records. Most of
the money came from U.S. Housing and
Urban Development funds.

Prosecutors said Exon, a resident of
Phoenix, Ariz., spent the money to buy prop-
erty in Arizona for herself and her Nevada-
based company, CFH Properties Inc., as well
as to finance two other companies she owned
— Desert Foothills Landscaping Inc. and
Arizona Pool and Spa Inc.

She used the embezzled money to acquire
a fourplex, a triplex and a duplex in Phoenix,
according to the plea agreement that was
outlined in court. She also bought several
parcels of vacant land in Arizona.

In handing down the sentence, U.S. District
Judge Otis D. Wright II said Exon’s conduct
caused not only financial harm, but left some
homes “less inhabitable” and “even dangerous.”

Exon lived in Fontana when the company
was founded in the early 1990s, but Rehab
Financial was based out of Huntington
Beach, Assistant U.S. Attorney Ranee A.
Katzenstein said.

The prosecutor told Wright at a previous
hearing that Exon has cooperated in the

investigation of the case.
Jim Kemper, City Hall’s housing adminis-

trator, said Exon’s conduct did not jeopard-
ize projects in Santa Monica because City
Hall’s consultant covered the loss of funds.
City Hall contracts with Comprehensive
Housing Services to administer the
Residential Rehabilitation Program, handing
out checks worth on average $5,000 to rehab
low-income apartments.

“The city was never out of money
because the consultant felt they should be on
the hook for it and it was their responsibili-
ty to go after [Exon],” Kemper said.

According to the plea agreement, San
Francisco lost the most money in the scheme,
$1 million. Pomona followed with $751,000,
then Seal Beach and Huntington Park, with
losses of $481,432 and $478,000 respectively.

Exon’s actions forced the city and county of
San Francisco to tap into other funds which
“prevented the city from undertaking several
new multi-unit projects to abate the presence
of lead and to rectify other health and safety
hazards,” according to court papers.

As part of the plea agreement, Exon
agreed to forfeit the properties she purchas-
es with the ill-gotten gains and to make full
restitution to the victims.

kevinh@smdp.com 

FUNDS
FROM PAGE 1

That will include tall SUVs and recre-
ational vehicles, Morrissey said, although
people will still be able to acquire permits for
some kinds of RVs.

“If we determine there are safety consid-
erations that would limit visibility, we would

do it in that case,” he said.“We do realize that
5 feet is an SUV height.”

Notice of the proposed ordinance will
require the installation of signs at every
entrance of Santa Monica, which includes
more than 50 locations.

Installations and signs could cost as much
as $5,000.

news@smdp.com 

PARKING
FROM PAGE 1
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MARTHA IRVINE
AP National Writer

ELMHURST, Ill. It started innocently
enough, with a boy hamming it up in front
of a computer webcam.

He was doing what teens often do when
they stand in front of mirrors: Lip-syncing
to a popular song, acting goofy, being him-
self, as if the world wasn’t watching.

Except, in this case, the world was watch-
ing when Keenan Cahill — then an impish
13-year-old with a knack for oddball humor
— started posting videos of himself on
YouTube.

First, there were hundreds of hits, then
thousands, then millions. And an Internet
sensation was born.

“Keenan, what have you done?” his mom
asked when a late-night talk show called and
wanted to air one of his lip-syncing videos.
She wasn’t sure whether to be amused or
horrified.

What if people made fun of her son, who
has a rare genetic disease that has stunted his
growth? What if he’d opened the door to
something too big to handle?

For Keenan, though, this was the adven-
ture he’d been waiting for. This was freedom
for a young man whose life had, so far, main-
ly consisted of spending time at hospitals,
when he wasn’t going to school or hanging
out in his room.

For him, a vacation was going to
Minnesota to a children’s hospital, where
he’s had several surgeries on his legs and

hips.
Now he gets to travel to places like the

Bahamas and France, Los Angeles and Las
Vegas. Fans crowd around him as if he were
a rock star, their cell phones extended to
capture photos and video.

Perhaps most surprising are the celebri-
ties and their representatives who contact
him regularly. They want a piece of him, to
be seen with him, shoot a video with him, to
drink whatever potion there is that equates
to online clicks, a new measurement of star
power.

And it IS a power, at least right now.
“I finally got somewhere, out of all the

people,” says Keenan, who’s now 16. “I used
to pray to God. It’s like a switch-back now. I
say ‘Thank you’ instead of, ‘Can you please
get me there?’”

Whether this newfound fame can last, in
an age when online buzz can skyrocket in a
matter of hours and fall just as quickly,
remains to be seen.

When Keenan was born in 1995, there
was little to indicate that anything was
wrong. His parents had noticed that his
kneecaps were large, but didn’t think much
about it. Then one day, at 6 months of age,
his mom remembers Keenan’s face looking
puffy, as he sat in his high chair for a feeding.

“Honey, are you OK?” she said aloud.
By age 1, Keenan had fallen off the

growth charts. He didn’t walk until he was
18 months old and had unusual fits of vom-

SEE WEB PAGE 9

Web sensation Cahill makes
name with goofy humor
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Play a round 
or serve it up,
it’s for the kids!

Contact SMPD Community Relations
310-458-8474 or community.relations@smgov.net

Santa Monica Police Activities League

Charity Golf and Tennis Classic
Followed by Awards Dinner & Silent Auction

June 6, 2011
At

MountainGate Country Club
Individual Golfers $225 - Foursome $800 - Tennis $100 - Dinner $75

Sponsorship & Player packages are now available 
Ranging from $100 – $25,000

To lend the support of your business...

Register ONLINE at www.smchamber.com or contact Shelly at 310-393-9825 x10
Members Presale $15 |  Members at the Door $20 | Non Members $25

With over 100 members each month, this is the perfect way to mix and 
mingle while enjoying food, drinks & networking on the beautiful 

Santa Monica Place Dining Deck! Hosted by Xino Restaurant, 
this mixer will feature their signature contemporary Chinese cuisine.

Appetizers | Bar | Raffle
3 Hours FREE Valet Parking at Santa Monica Place 

(with restaurant validation)

The Santa Monica Chamber Of Commerce
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR

BUSINESS@SUNSET MIXER
Wednesday, April 20th

5:30 – 7:30 PM
Hosted by

Xino
On the Dining Deck at 

Santa Monica Place

Visions by Theresa
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER WITH

YOUR OWN PSYCHIC LIFE COACH
Pay for your 1st reading, and get 2nd reading for *FREE*

323) PSYCHIC  |  323) 779-2442
1603 1/2 Ocean Front Walk  |  Santa Monica Pier

www.visionsbytheresa.com

Palm • Tarot Card • Psychic Readings • Crystal Ball Sessions

office (310) 458-7737

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913

iting that worried his parents.
They took him to the Mayo Clinic in

Minnesota where he underwent several tests.
Doctors also sent a skin graft to a lab in
Australia for testing. That led them to deter-
mine that Keenan had a severe form of an
extremely rare disorder called Maroteaux-
Lamy Syndrome, also known as MPS, type 6.

People who have the disease are unable to
break down complex sugars called
mucopolysaccharides, which accumulate in
connective tissue and organs throughout the
body. Fewer than 1,100 of people worldwide
have the disease, which leads to severe dis-
ability and a shortened life span in most
cases.

Doctors told Keenan’s parents that their
son would likely be in a wheelchair by the
end of his teenage years if he was not treat-
ed. His growth would be extremely ham-
pered, though with this particular type of
MPS, there would be no cognitive impair-
ment.

And if he didn’t have a bone marrow
transplant early on, he could have died
sooner. So in 1997, at age 2, Keenan had that
transplant — the first of several procedures
and surgeries he has undergone in his young
life.

“It was the worst time in my life,” his
mom, Erin O’Brien-Cahill, recalls.

After the transplant, Keenan stayed at the
hospital for four months and, for a year,
couldn’t play with other children or be
around other people much to avoid expos-
ing him to illness. His mom had to quit her
job as a mortgage underwriter to stay in
Minnesota with him. His dad, an electrician,
got a job at the University of Minnesota so

that he could be with them, too.
Family photos of Keenan show a little boy

whose shocks of red hair fell out and eventu-
ally came back dark brown as a result of
treatments related to the transplant. Over
the years, he would grow to his current
height of 4-foot-1.

But although he looked different from his
peers, he always felt like a regular kid and
thrived on making people laugh.

Some have compared Keenan to Gary
Coleman, the late actor whose growth was
stunted by a kidney disease. But when he’s
out in public, people most often stop to tell
him that he looks like the young spectacle-
wearing actor from the movie “Jerry
Maguire.”

Keenan also wears thick glasses that often
drop down to the end of his nose. But it’s his
smile, sometimes cheesy, sometimes sincere,
and his expressive face that draw people in.

The attention made Keenan think about
an acting career for himself, gave him some-
thing to shoot for.

“I always wanted to be on camera,” he
says.

His mom, wanting to give her son some-
thing positive to focus on, took him to talent
agencies in the Chicago area. He auditioned
a few times, but nothing ever came of it.

“Getting noticed is one in a million,” his
mom says. “We thought the chances of him
achieving his dream were gone.”

Then he got a desktop computer with a
webcam for his 13th birthday, and a window
opened.

Some might snicker at the notion that
Keenan is a star. They might not believe this
can really happen to some kid who shoots
low-budget videos in his bedroom.

But one only need observe the fervor with
which people try to contact him to under-
stand that this phenomenon is, indeed, real.

WEB
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HARRY R. WEBER
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS It’s hard to tell that just a
year ago BP was reeling from financial havoc
and an American public out for blood.

The oil giant at the center of one of the
world’s biggest environmental crises is mak-
ing strong profits again, its stock has largely
rebounded, and it is paying dividends to
shareholders once more. It is also pursuing
new ventures from the Arctic to India. It is
even angling to explore again in the deep
waters of the Gulf of Mexico, where it holds
more leases than any competitor.

“BP has a critical role to play in meeting
the world’s ever-growing need for energy,”
BP chairman Carl-Henric Svanberg said at
the company’s annual meeting in London
last week.

While some of this angers Gulf Coast res-
idents, it is a testament to some deft han-
dling of the crisis by the company, which
after some major gaffes early on conducted a
housecleaning in its executive ranks, adopt-
ed a careful communications strategy and
assigned an outsider to handle victims’ com-
pensation claims.

The company’s decision to open its
checkbook and pump hundreds of millions
of dollars into Gulf communities, help out-
of-work rig hands and support Gulf research
also contributed to the turnaround.

Yet BP is not out of the woods yet.
BP employees could be found criminally

negligent for the 206 million gallons of oil
the U.S. government says gushed from the
company’s blown-out well and for the 11
men who died when the Deepwater Horizon
rig it was leasing exploded. Hundreds of law-
suits and civil and criminal fines could add
billions of dollars to its already staggering
liabilities. And the findings of several inves-
tigations still under way could further dam-
age its reputation.

BP has estimated that the spill will cost
the company at least $40.9 billion but is
hoping to force some of its partners on the
doomed rig to assume some of those costs.

There is also lasting damage in the Gulf,
including empty hotels, out-of-work oyster-
men and fears of a badly disrupted under-
water ecosystem. And some of those worst
hit by the spill scoff at BP’s oft-repeated
promises to make people whole again.

“I don’t know of one person who has
come to me and said, ‘I’ve been made whole.
I feel good.’ Everything is completely nega-
tive from everybody,” said Louisiana fishing
guide Ron Price.

When BP finally managed to cap its run-
away well in July and permanently sealed it
in September, the bankruptcy talk was
reduced to a whisper and the 24-hour-a-day
beating the company was taking on televi-
sion and newspaper front pages eased up.

By the fall, there was talk that the crisis
wasn’t as bad as feared and that the Gulf
might recover sooner than expected. Then
soaring oil prices came to the company’s res-
cue, boosting its bottom line. Now, as
Wednesday’s anniversary approaches, the oil
spill that so riveted the nation’s attention is
beginning to fade into memory.

For the families of the men killed on the
rig, BP’s resilience can be downright painful.

“BP has never done anything other than
send flowers and three people to Jason’s
memorial service,” said Shelley Anderson,
the widow of rig worker Jason Anderson.

BP officials point out that they set aside
$20 billion for a fund that is still processing
claims for victims of the disaster, though
only $3.8 billion of it has actually been paid
to date. They also still employ cleanup and
recovery workers, though far fewer than
before.

Company officials also say they are living
up to their commitments to restore the
region’s economy and environment.

“BP has not — and will not — shy away
from its responsibilities,” CEO Bob Dudley
told shareholders at the company’s annual
meeting, which was marked by scuffles
between protesters and security guards, and
investor dissent over the performance of sev-

BP is looking strong a year after spill
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Join the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
for our Monthly Speed Networking Event

Speed Networking is a fast paced event that allows you to network, 
one-on-one, for 3 minutes with each person in the room. 

You then rotate around the room, trading leads, 
tips, and contact information.

Event Details

Where: UCLA Family Commons

When: April 26, 2011
Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Who: Both members and prospective members welcome
Cost: $10 for members, $25 for prospective members

Rev Up Your Business
with Speed Networking

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #3049 – FURNISH AND DELIVER ONE (1) NEW AND UNUSED DUMP TRUCK TO
BE USED BY THE WATER DIVISION.

Please refer to the bid packet for further details.
The bid packet can be downloaded at:

http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm
Submission Deadline is May 9, 2011 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from the City of Santa

Monica, 1717 4th St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, by calling (310) 458-

2211, or by e-mailing your request to kimberlie.nimori@smgov.net.  Bids must be sub-

mitted on forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to

register online at  http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

SEE SPILL PAGE 11



eral directors.
Dudley took over Oct. 1 as CEO after the

ouster of Tony Hayward, who infuriated
Gulf residents by saying during the crisis,
“I’d like my life back.” Dudley, who grew up
in Mississippi and was the first American
ever to lead the British company, quickly
sought to move BP beyond the crisis, firing
the executive responsible for deep-water
wells and announcing a new unit to police
safety throughout the company.

BP also signed energy-exploration agree-
ments in Indonesia, China, India and
Australia. It agreed to pay $680 million for a
controlling interest in Brazilian ethanol and
sugar producer CNAA. BP also agreed to pay
India’s Reliance Industries $7.2 billion for a
stake in key oil and gas blocks, and
announced a deal with Russia’s state-owned
oil firm Rosneft that would involve explo-
ration in the Arctic Sea, where a big oil spill
could damage a pristine ecosystem far less
resilient than the Gulf of Mexico. The deal is
facing opposition and is not yet final.

BP isn’t shying away from the Gulf, either,
though it is moving more methodically there
amid the political currents.

The first deep-water permit issued after
the Obama administration lifted a post-spill
drilling ban went to Noble Energy Inc. for
work on a well off the coast of Louisiana. BP
is not the operator but it has a 46 percent
stake in the well. BP also bought out Shell’s 25
percent interest in two Gulf fields in
December, making BP the sole owner of both.

Spokesman Scott Dean said BP, the lead-
ing leaseholder in the Gulf, will remain
active in all facets of the Gulf of Mexico oil
exploration. The company has applied for a
permit to drill one new well in the Gulf and
is certain to apply for more.

The Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management Regulation and Enforcement

said BP’s applications will be weighed just
like any other company’s.

“BP is trying to refill its new-project
pipeline with deals in the Arctic, offshore
India, and Asia, but the Gulf of Mexico
remains a key region for the company,” said
industry analyst Fadel Gheit of
Oppenheimer & Co. “They don’t want to
push too hard, knowing politicians and
environmentalists will be all over them.”

Despite the uncertainties, BP announced
Feb. 1 that it would restore its dividend and
that it made a fourth-quarter profit of $5.6
billion, a 30 percent increase from the same
period a year earlier. Rising oil prices are cer-
tain to boost its cash on hand and could lead
to even higher profits. BP’s stock fell 54 per-
cent in the months after the spill, but it has
regained much of that since then. Its stock is
now trading about 20 percent lower than
what it was the day before the rig exploded.

BP was able to deflect some of the criti-
cism by shifting the paying of victims’ com-
pensation to claims czar Ken Feinberg, who
has absorbed much of the blame for what
victims say is a slow payment process.

Overall, the oil giant still has a lot of work
to do to improve its reputation. Five Gulf
Coast residents who had planned to tell
investors about their post-spill woes were
denied access to the company meeting,
prompting confrontations with guards.
Inside, hundreds of BP investors questioned
board members about what they said was
excessive executive pay and a lack of trans-
parency on safety improvements.

In Washington, lawmakers are watching
BP closely.

CEO Dudley still spends a great deal of
time reassuring detractors.

“We need to earn back your trust, along
with that of state and federal leaders and the
trust of Gulf Coast residents and customers,”
he said at an industry conference in Houston
last month. “We are determined we will once
again restore that trust, and I realize this
requires action, not words."
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
NW wind swell is is expected to drop to waist high around west facing spots. SW ground swell is
due with chest+ waves for south facing spots.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SW SHOULD CONTINUE WITH AT LEAST CHEST HIGH SETS AT SOUTH FACING BREAKS. NW LOOKS SMALLER, AROUND WAIST+ AT WEST FACING BREAKS. 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that the Santa Monica Rent Control Board 

amended Regulation 11200(d) at its regular meeting of April 14, 2011.

This Regulation, as set forth below, will become effective by 

promulgation the day after publication in the newspaper.

11200. Registration Fee 

Deadline for Payment of Registration Fees  

All registration fees are due and owing pursuant to this regulation as of July 1
of each year, and must be received in the office of the Rent Control Board, or mailed and
postmarked, no later than August 1, of each year.

For years in which August 1 falls on a day of the week when the Board's offices are
closed to the public, fee payments must be received in the Board's office, or mailed and post-
marked, no later than the first day after August 1 that the Board's offices are open to the public.

The deadline set forth herein is subject to the exceptions as provided in subsec-
tions (d)(2), (3) and (4), and subsection (l) below.

Except in extraordinary circumstances, and at the discretion of the
Administrator, no exceptions to, nor extensions of, the deadline set forth in subsection (1)
above shall be granted.
If a landlord has been granted an exemption for a controlled rental unit by the Board which
exemption lapses, the landlord shall pay prorated registration fees for the balance of the
fiscal year in which the exemption lapsed. Such prorated fees are due at the start of the
next calendar month following the lapse. The prorated fees are past due and delinquent if
not paid in full within thirty (30) days.

If any registration fee waiver expires, the landlord shall pay prorated registration
fees for the balance of the fiscal year in which the waiver expires. The prorated fees are
due at the start of the next calendar month following the expiration of the fee waiver. The
fees are past due, or delinquent, if not paid in full within thirty (30) days.

If a unit is returned to the rental market pursuant to Chapter 16, the landlord
shall pay registration fees for the balance of the fiscal year remaining thirty (30) days after
the filing of the Notice of Intention to Re-Rent Withdrawn Accommodations for the sub-
ject property.  Such prorated fees are due at the start of the next calendar month and are
past due and delinquent if not paid in full within thirty (30) days.

If a newly constructed unit is offered for rent or lease and is subject to the Rent
Control Law in accordance with Regulation 1631, the landlord shall pay registration fees
for the balance of the fiscal year remaining after the unit is first offered for rent or lease.
Such prorated fees are due at the start of the next calendar month and are past due and
delinquent if not paid in full within thirty (30) days.

[11200(d) Amended 4/14/2011]

A complete copy of this regulation is available at the Rent Control office, 1685 Main
Street, Room 202, (310) 458-8751 or on the website:  www.smgov.net/rentcontrol

JACOB ADELMAN
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES A proposal to bring NFL foot-
ball to downtown Los Angeles is not supposed
to cost a public penny, but a little-noticed pro-
vision in a current draft of the plan would
transfer valuable development rights from the
city to the developer pitching the project.

The concession sought by sports and
entertainment company AEG would allow
the company to expand its robust presence
in a rapidly developing area considered a
cornerstone of the city’s downtown revival.

The company’s initial printed pitch,
which a City Council committee will begin
considering this week, envisions a deal that
would grant it the ability to build on a 2.4-
acre parcel within its LA Live hotel and
restaurant complex that the city planned to
use to expand its aging convention center.

The firm had agreed to leave the so-called
Event Deck parcel alone until 2021 as part of
the 2001 deal that allowed the company to
build its 27-acre LA Live project on land that
it owns.

After that, the 250,000 square feet of
development rights over several stories
would fall into AEG’s hands to add to LA
Live, a buzzing oasis of nighttime activity
that was promoted as a major draw to enliv-
en a once-sleepy downtown.

AEG now says the city no longer needs
access to the parcel, which experts said could
be developed into retail and office space

worth millions to the company each year in
leasing revenue, because a new convention
center building would be built along with
the 72,000-seat stadium it has proposed.

The request is part of a so-called transac-
tion overview that AEG sent to city officials
in February.

“If the city is not going to use it, then
there’s no need to hold it for them,” AEG
spokesman Michael Roth said of the parcel,
stressing that the company would need to go
through a formal entitlement process with
the city to have anything built there.

The AEG-owned parcel’s only allowable use
under the 2001 deal would be for a convention
center expansion, something the city has not
made any serious moves toward constructing.

But some still may interpret the potential
surrender of an asset of such value as a give-
away to AEG, said California State
University, Los Angeles, political science
professor Gregory Andranovich, co-author
of “Olympic Dreams: The Impact of Mega-
Events on Local Politics.”

“It would be an opportunity to get some-
thing online 10 years earlier,” he said. “Also,
with all the other construction going on, it’s
an opportunity for AEG to push something
through much faster and with less scrutiny.

AEG’s stadium plan is one of two com-
peting proposals that aim to bring football
back to Los Angeles some 15 years after the
Rams and Raiders left the nation’s second-
largest market within months of one
another.

NFL

AEG could get lucrative
right in L.A. stadium deal
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Hang out tonight, Virgo
ARIES (March 21-April 19)  
★★★★ Let an associate or loved one state his
or her case. This person has a strong verbal
style. You could make mincemeat of his or her
idea, if you so choose. Talk to others; find a dif-
ferent path. Tonight: Enjoying a special friend-
ship. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Others strut right in with their ideas,
assuming you will go along with them. You
might normally, but you have other grievances
going on. You might use this occasion to let
others know how you feel about several issues.
Tonight: Have an important discussion. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ You still might be in work mode. Your
sense of humor emerges, allowing greater give-
and-take, especially in a meeting and/or
around friends. Your drive makes a goal hap-
pen. Tonight: The later it gets, the more you
enjoy yourself.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22)  
★★★★★ Your imagination cannot be stomped
out, yet you might choose to be a little more
discreet in revealing your ideas. A heated dis-
cussion with a higher-up encourages this dis-
cretion. Tonight: Plug some of this creativity
into your love life. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ You still could be acting like a tortoise.
By midafternoon, you start perking up, acting
and thinking more like yourself. Put in extra
hours if need be, once you are sure you are
back on your feet. Tonight: Still play it low-key
(if you can!). 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Keep talking until you come to an
agreement. As you think through an idea, you
might want to play devil's advocate -- even for
yourself! Though no one wants criticism, it
could tighten up a project. Tonight: Hang out. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)  
★★★ Defer to others, especially concerning a
financial matter. This action allows key associ-
ates to reveal their thoughts, and perhaps take
more responsibility. You might want to rethink
your stance before you express your thoughts.
Tonight: Your treat. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Work with an associate who can be sar-
castic and insightful. This person can be diffi-
cult, but not if he or she knows you value his or
her thoughts. Know when to say "enough."
Tonight: Go full steam ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)  
★★★ Know that you are on the verge of turn-
ing an important corner. With this knowledge,
you might want to finish up some research or a
project. Imagine being on center stage tomor-
row. Your planning now will determine your
effectiveness later. Tonight: Nap if you want. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ In a meeting, say what you need to say in
order to help others understand your goal, drive
and decision. A little questioning needs to be
greeted with openness and is part of gaining
others' trust. Nearly anything can happen.
Tonight: A little socializing infuses the spirit. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)  
★★★ A must appearance and a willingness to
take the lead are important. Discussions add a
lot of dimension to a project. You have a sense
that the lead on a project is being taken by the
group, not just by you. Tonight: Could go till the
wee hours. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)  
★★★★★ You have the ability to sleuth out a
solution. Drawing in many different ideas and
finding experts are instrumental in today's suc-
cess. Your finances could continue to be an
issue if you are not careful. Tonight: Check out
a workshop.

This year, you see many options through your associates and a key part-

ner. You know when enough is enough and when a change is necessary.

Timing is an innate gift, as well as the ability to be clear and insightful.

Others often respond to your ideas. If you are single, you express a willingness to relate on a one-on-one level. A very interest-

ing suitor appears on the horizon. This relationship is your call. If you are attached, learn to detach. Understanding rather than

triggering could be instrumental. Your sweetie needs to be dominant. SCORPIO understands you well.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Rango (PG) 1hr 47min
1:30pm

Sucker Punch (R) 2hrs 00min
4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

Scream 4 (R) 1hr 43min
1:00pm, 3:50pm, 6:45pm, 9:45pm

Jane Eyre (PG-13) 2hrs 01min
12:30pm, 3:20pm, 6:25pm, 9:25pm

Insidious (PG-13) 1hr 42min
1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm, 9:55pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Hop (PG) 1hr 30min
11:50am, 2:20pm, 5:00pm, 7:40pm,
10:10pm

Scream 4 (R) 1hr 43min
11:30am, 2:30pm, 4:15pm, 5:15pm,

7:10pm, 8:00pm, 10:00pm, 10:45pm

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules
(PG) 1hr 36min
10:50am, 1:30pm

Hanna (PG-13) 1hr 51min
10:40am, 1:35pm, 4:20pm, 7:20pm,
10:15pm

Source Code (PG-13) 1hr 34min
12:15pm, 2:45pm, 5:25pm, 7:50pm,
10:20pm

Soul Surfer (PG-13) 1hr 45min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 7:55pm,
10:35pm

Rio 3D (PG) 1hr 36min
11:00am, 1:40pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm,
9:35pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Queen to Play (Joueuse) (NR) 1hr
40min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm, 9:45pm

Miral (R) 1hr 54min
1:30pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

Potiche (R) 1hr 43min
3:00pm, 7:30pm

Win Win (R) 1hr 46min
1:40pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm

I Am (NR) 1hr 16min
1:00pm, 5:25pm, 10:00pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Rio (PG) 1hr 36min
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm,
9:45pm

Your Highness (R) 1hr 42min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm,
10:40pm

Limitless (PG-13) 1hr 45min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:35pm,
10:15pm

Conspirator (PG-13) 2hrs 02min
10:40am, 1:50pm, 4:50pm, 7:40pm,
10:45pm

Lincoln Lawyer (R) 1hr 59min
10:50am, 1:35pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm,
10:00pm

Arthur (PG-13) 1hr 50min
11:30am, 2:10pm, 5:00pm, 7:50pm,
10:30pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise  brandonw@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ Waterloo, Iowa, schoolteacher
Larry Twigg was arrested for
"lascivious conduct" with a
teenager, a crime that requires
proof of "sexual motivation."
Though Twigg allegedly had a
teenage boy strip, take a choco-
late syrup "bath," make a "snow
angel" while in his underwear,
and play a video game nude, his
lawyer said in March that the
court-appointed psychiatrist
would testify that Twigg had no
sexual motivation. 
■ Convicted heinous Minnesota
sex offender John Rydberg, 69
and still detained after having
served his sentence because he
is still a "danger," exhibited an
upbeat demeanor for a three-
judge panel in March, hoping for
release. He said his number of
victims was far fewer than the
"94" he previously admitted to,
explaining that he offered a pur-
posely high number because he
was afraid underplaying his
crimes might make it appear that
he was lying. "What can I say?"
offered Rydberg. "I'm a work in
progress." 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ccoorryybbaannttiicc
\\  kkaawwrr--uuhh--BBAANN--ttiikk  \\    ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1.
Frenzied; agitated; unre-
strained.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

22  23  33  39  48
Meganumber: 29
Jackpot: $12M

7  21  25  26  35
Meganumber: 3
Jackpot: $7M

3  7  13  14  28

MIDDAY: 8 6 2
EVENING: 8 7 6

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 04 Big Ben
RACE TIME: 1:42.78

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1984Advance Australia Fair
is proclaimed as

Australia's national anthem, and
green and gold as the national
colours.

1985FBI siege on the com-
pound of The

Covenant, The Sword, and the Arm
of the Lord (CSAL) in Arkansas

1985U.S.S.R performs
nuclear test at Eastern

Kazakhstan/Semipalatinsk.

1987The Simpsons pre-
mieres as a short car-

toon on The Tracey Ullman Show

1989A gun turret explodes
on the USS Iowa, killing

47 sailors.

1993The 51-day siege of the
Branch Davidian build-

ing outside Waco, Texas, USA, ends
when a fire breaks out. Eighty-one
people die.

1993South Dakota governor
George Mickelson and

seven others are killed when a
state-owned aircraft crashes in
Iowa.

TODAY IN HISTORY

We offer full 1 Hour:
Foot Massage: $25/hr

Deep Pressure massage that includes 20 minutes
head, neck, back, arms and shoulder massage, and

40 minutes of foot massage.

European Facial: $45/hr
Steam, Deep Pore Cleansing, Exfoliation,

Massage the Face, Facial Mask, Toner and 
Lotion, Relaxing Massage of the Neck, Shoulder,

Arms, and Hands.

We Use Dermalogica Products Exclusively

Rivini Salon
& Reflexology

310-268-7888
Free Parking Available
11819 Wilshire Blvd.

Suite 209, Los Angeles CA 90025
Open 7 Days a Week, 10am to 10pm

$5-off ANY
SERVICE
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

Pets
FOR SALE

Hairless, young show carts and kittens. 
Lowest price in 3 yrs Call for 
appt.(562)477-6707

For Rent
400 S Barrington , unit 101, new condo 
3+3.5 in Brentwood , hardwood floors, 
$4700 (310)828-6600cc

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1623 Bundy Dr. 2+1 $1675
completely remodeled 

1234 11th St. #1 ,1+1 
lower front $1625

815 Pacific Street #2 1+1, $1495

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Storage Only. Excellent Location, West 
LA. Clean.$175/month (310)666-8360 
or (310)395-1495

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA one room office suite. 
First floor w/ street frontage. Well main-
tained, garden building. $600/month. 
30th St & Ocean Park 
Blvd.(310)456-7031 ext.175

Storage Space

SANTA MONICA single garage for rent.  
Vehicle or storage. $175/month. Brenda 
(310)991-2694.

Services

Your Local Contractor
• Window Replacement
• Tex-Cote
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Room Addition
• Sunroom
• General Remodeling

310.470.3747
www.pinesconstructioninc.com

Lic # 848754

FEMALE PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
Transportation, doctor’s appt., errands, 
bookkeeping, reliable, good driver, com-
passionate, SM. resident, excellent ref-
erences (310)463-3820

Handyman
ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Troubleshooting, New Circuts, Re-
cessed lighting, Security 

Services
lights.Lic#612380. 310-770-3022

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Superman
Handyman Service

KITCHEN, BATH REMODELS, TILE, GRANITE,
MARBLE, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING

20 years of great local references

Super Work, Great Value! 

Erik
310-508-3828

No charge, three months.

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Notices
Santa Monica Malibu Unified School 
District of Los Angeles County 
(SMMUSD) will receive sealed bids from 
contractors holding a type, B license, 
on the following: Bid 
#10.40.BB-03-113674, Entry and Office 
Reconfiguration. All bids must be filed 
in the SMMUSD Purchasing Office, 1651 
16th Street, Santa Monica, California 
90404 on or before Wednesday 
05/11/11 at 2:00 PM at which time and 
place the bids will be publicly opened. 
Each bid must be sealed and marked 
with the bid name and number. All bid-
ders must attend the Mandatory Job 
Walk to be held at the site on Thursday, 
04/21/11 at 10:00 AM. All bidders must 
be prequalified prior to submittal of 
bids. Please contact Sheere at BBpro-
jectinfo@smmusd.org , for prequalifi-
cation requirements, contract docu-
ments and bid information .

04 HONDA ACCORD EXL
480568A/038936

$15865

10 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
PRIOR RENTAL

R900532/905673
$15995

07 HONDA FIT
480855A/046475

$15995

08 HONDA CIVIC LX
900501/514166

$15995

09 SCION XB
480151DTA/093097

$16995

08 HONDA CIVIC
CERTIFIED

900529/536436
$16995

10 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
PRIOR RENTAL

R900514/078385
$16995

06 HONDA ACCORD EX
480728DTA/098949

$18995

800-614-3020

06 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
306092A/083831

$10999

07 TOYOTA COROLLA S
1000782/769228

$13999

04 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
1000806/091203

$14900

01 MERCEDES-BENZ E320
1000787A/245509

$14999

10 PONTIAC VIBE
PRIOR RENTAL

R1000816/410006
$15998

07 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
1000840/559596

$15998

03 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
306546A/138076

$15998

866-966-4553

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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