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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

The Japanese navy created a TV ad
in February to encourage enlist-
ments and public support for its mis-
sion of sending security troops to
Iraq. In the spot, according to a
Reuters reporter, seven actors
dressed, Village People-like, as
sailors dancing on the deck of a
ship, singing (roughly translated),
“Nippon Seaman Ship, Seaman
Shipo, For Love ... For Peace” and “I
Love Japan, I Love Peace, The
Maritime Self-Defense Force.” (The
ad is needed, said a senior officer,
because “there are a lot of young
people and women who don’t seem
interested (in the navy).”)

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
26, 27, 31, 32, 35

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 0, 4, 2
Evening picks: 2, 3, 5

DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 9, Winning Spirit

2nd Place: 5, California Classic
3rd Place: 1, Gold Rush

Race Time: 1:48.45
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BY LAUREN BONIFACIO
Special to the Daily Press

While spared from the devasta-
tion of October’s wildfires, the
Santa Monica Mountains and
other local forest areas will be at
risk amid the upcoming fire sea-
son, officials say.

San Diego and San Bernandino
counties were hit the hardest last
year, but strong winds, high tem-
peratures and low humidity could
combine to make areas in Los
Angeles County prime targets for
wildfires in the coming months,
said LA County Fire Department

spokesman John Mancha.
“We always prepare for the

worst,” he said.
Firefighting agencies across

Southern California are gearing up
for the fire season, an eight-month
period beginning in mid-May that
typically consists of dry condi-
tions and rising temperatures.

Along with the Santa Monica
Mountains, areas in Malibu,
Topanga Canyon and the Antelope
Valley are overgrown with trees
that could fuel a potential fire, said
Bill Patzert, a climatologist at

By Daily Press staff

While Earth Day is officially
April 22, there is plenty of celebrat-
ing and educating going on today.

Thousands are expected to attend
“Clean Energy Now,” which will be
held all day on the Third Street
Promenade.

In honor of the 34th anniver-
sary of Earth Day, the Promenade
between Broadway and Wilshire
Boulevard will be transformed
into an EcoFest from 10 a.m. until
7 p.m. in efforts to demonstrate
how greater Los Angeles puts eco-
logical lifestyles into practice.  

There will be 60 environmental
exhibits and a solar-powered stage,
featuring environmental speakers
including Santa Monica Mayor Pro
Tem Kevin McKeown, and Earth
Day LA Director John Quigley, who
gained a modicum of recent fame by
sitting in the Old Glory Oak Tree in
Santa Clarita for months.  

There will be eclectic world
music performances by Electric
Skychurch, Champa 51, Stephen
Longfellow Fiske, Peter Alsop, Rob
MacMullan of VH-1’s “You Rock”
series, virtuoso violinist Jennifer

For keep’s sake

Del Pastrana/Daily Press
As part of a weekly contest, the Daily Press will give away a free
prize to the first reader who can accurately describe where this
photo was taken. E-mail answers to sack@smdp.com.

Fire season poses
considerable threat
to SM Mountains

EcoFest an energetic
celebration of Earth

Opponents label change
‘wolf in sheep’s clothing’
By staff and wire reports

A business group seeking to
amend a decades-old California
law against unfair competition
said it has begun submitting more
than a half-million signatures to
county election officials as a prel-
ude to putting its initiative before
voters in November. 

The initiative by “Californians
to Stop Shakedown Lawsuits”
would require that private attorneys
represent a client when they file a
lawsuit alleging a violation of the
state’s Unfair Competition Law.

But a Santa Monica-based con-
sumer watchdog group calls the ini-
tiative “a wolf in sheep’s clothing.”

“This is the biggest threat to con-
sumer and environmental protection
we’ve faced in California,” said
Jamie Court, a spokesman for The

Foundation for Taxpayer and
Consumer Rights. “This isn’t about
helping Santa Monica’s businesses.” 

Court contends the change has
more to do with big corporations
wanting to free themselves from
the law’s accountability.

The 1933 law allows private
attorneys to sue on behalf of the
public to stop deceptive business

SM not making world a smaller place
By Daily Press staff

A recent study reveals that Santa Monica uses 5.7 percent less of the
Earth’s resources than it did a decade ago.

City Hall has released a study analyzing the change in the city’s “eco-
logical footprint,” which tracks its use of the Earth’s resources in terms
of water and land area. Results showed its use shrank by 167 square

See FIRE SEASON, page 5

See EARTH DAY, page 6

See RESOURCES, page 7

Businesses signing on
to alter consumer law

“This is the biggest
threat to consumer 
and environmental 

protection we’ve faced
in California.”

— JAMIE COURT
Foundation for Taxpayer 

and Consumer Rights

See LAW, page 7
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Defer to others, as you might be

interested in what they choose. Don’t worry
about a work project right now. You need some
time off to gain perspective.  Lighten up with
others’ companionship. Let loose finally.
Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You might want to complete a

project or two right now. You need to do this so
that you can relax and enjoy yourself more. You
also might want to schedule a long weekend or a
visit with a friend in the near future. Tonight:
Make it easy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ A close friend or partner easily

could rain on your parade, if you let him or her.
Allow yourself to look at life from the sunny
side, permitting yourself to enjoy those around
you. A flirtation builds. A relationship opens up.
Tonight: Romp the night away.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Family does demand your atten-

tion. If attached, you might have a problem with
your partner, or with a special person in your life
if you are single. He or she might be down, look-
ing at the glass as half-empty rather than half-
filled. Tonight: Barbecue at home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ If you are tired, do something about

it! Take a nap rather than ruin a fun day or not
enjoy those around you. Schedule a checkup or a
visit with the dentist, if need be. Hang with
friends and catch up on others’ news. Tonight: At
a preferred haunt.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★ You might want to slow down your

spending right now. If you are trying to impress
someone close, forget it. He or she will either
like you as you really are or not. Be authentic.
You will develop a stronger bond. Tonight:
Learn that fun doesn’t need to cost a lot.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Do what you want, Aries

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Though you hit your power days

of the month, you might need to slow down some
and take a snooze or deal with a difficult room-
mate or family member. You jump past problems
with ease if you relax. Tonight: Your time to do
what you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★ Back off, especially when you find a

conversation or heated discussion impossible to
win, or when the other party or you are unrea-
sonable. Do something just for you right now,
taking your well-being into your own hands.
Tonight: Make a choice for you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Finally, you are able to toss away

thoughts of work and/or responsibilities and sim-
ply enjoy yourself to the max.  Others or a spe-
cific friend delights in your company; the more
people around you, the better right now. Tonight:
Where you are, the fun is.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Acknowledge that you might be a

bit off or out of sorts. You might want to talk
about a problem in a more direct manner with a
respected friend. Take your time, because the
right moment could make all the difference.
Tonight: Out on the town.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Don’t allow a sinking feeling or

uneasiness to change your plans. Find a favorite
person with whom you can be free or let your
inner child out.  Curb a tendency to be introvert-
ed or self-involved.  Be there for others.
Tonight:  Opt for a movie or concert. Let your
mind wander.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Plan on spending quality time

with someone you really do care about.
Understand that friends don’t like not having you
around. In the long run, you value this person
and connect on a very deep level right now.
Tonight: Add more spice to your life.
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Mar Vista, CA 90066
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SATURDAY 8:45 -0.3 7:04 2.8 12:45 5.4 4:22 3.0

SUNDAY 10:16 -0.3 9:28 3.1 1:57 5.0 6:09 3.4

MONDAY 11:34 -0.4 11:30 2.7 3:36 4.8 6:55 3.8

TUESDAY NA NA 12:33 -0.5 5:11 4.8 7:27 4.2

WEDNESDAY 12:41 2.1 1:18 -0.5 6:24 4.9 7:56 4.6

THURSDAY 1:32 1.4 1:55 -0.4 7:21 5.0 8:22 4.9

FRIDAY 2:15 0.9 2:27 -0.2 8:09 4.9 8:47 5.2

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Expect 3- to 5-ft., waist- to head-high sets, occasionally 7 ft.,
and fair conditions on Saturday, with waist- to shoulder-high sets
on Sunday.

Outlook: Saturday morning will see light and variable to
light-onshore wind, picking up stronger by mid-morning and
eventually building out of the W in the 8-15 knot range by the
afternoon. Look for lighter morning winds on Sunday. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing

today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

62 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

1800AAbbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

We offer an incredible 
selection of gourmet foods 

from around the world.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Roaring ’20s revived
By Daily Press staff 

The Santa Monica Conservancy will relive the Roaring ’20s.
The group’s annual meeting will be held in the basement of The Georgian Hotel at

1415 Ocean Blvd. May 8 at 1:30 p.m., and will include a montage of 1920s imagery, jazz
music and a live narration, official proceedings. 

After the visual tour of Santa Monica during the ’20s, The Georgian’s bar and art
deco lobby will be open to attendees.

A designated Santa Monica historic landmark, the Georgian also is a member of the
Historic Hotels of America program established by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. 

The hotel, which recently underwent a $2 million renovation, opened during the
height of the Depression and was considered to be one of the most modern and lavish
spots of the time. Movie stars and mobsters were among its patrons.

The annual meeting is open only to Santa Monica conservancy members. 
For more information about the event or joining the conservancy, call (310) 458-0399

or visit www.smconservancy.org. 
The Santa Monica Conservancy is a non-profit, community organization that’s dedi-

cated to the preservation of Santa Monica’s cultural, historic and architectural heritage.

Electric auction, artful display
By Daily Press staff

Venice Art Walk’s 25th anniversary celebration cocktail party and art auction will be
held May 6 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

The auction will take place in artist Laddie John Dill’s studio, located at 1625 Electric
Ave. in Venice. Valet parking will be provided.

The auction will feature works by artists Chuck Arnoldi, Larry Bell, Billy Al
Bengston, Robbie Conal, Woods Davy, Laddie John Dill, Mark Di Suvero, Ron Griffin,
Dennis Hopper, Peter Lodato, Eric Orr Studios, Astrid Preston and others. 

The auction raises funds for the Venice Family Clinic, the largest free clinic in the
United States, which provides medical care to uninsured individuals and families in Los
Angeles County.

Ed Beardsley of Bonhams and Butterfields will be the featured auctioneer.
To purchase tickets priced at $150 per person or $250 per couple, contact (310) 392-

9255 or visit www.venicefamilyclinic.org.
The anniversary celebration is a prelude to this year’s Venice Art Walk held the week-

end of May 22-23.
In honor of the Art Walk’s 25th anniversary year, artist and actor Dennis Hopper, a

resident of Venice, is serving as honorary chair with his wife, actress Victoria Duffy, and
has donated a work of art for the fundraiser.

Art walk posters and shirts will be available.  

Voluntary act of appreciation
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center will honor its more than 300 adult volunteers
by hosting a “Volunteer Recognition Luncheon” at the DoubleTree Guest Suites in Santa
Monica and other festivities to celebrate “National Volunteer Week,” April 19-25.

The luncheon will recognize more than 125 volunteers who achieved milestones at
the medical center during the past year. Santa Monica resident Jette Simmons will be the
top honoree, with more than 67,000 hours of service. Two other Westside residents,
Alice Kurtz of West Los Angeles and Kuljit Marwah of Malibu, will be honored for
35,000 and 22,000 hours of service, respectively.

Simmons also will be honored for reaching the 35-year milestone, as will Santa
Monica resident Renate McDonald. Two other Santa Monica residents, Pauline Daws
and Donna Peterson, will be honored for 30 and 25 years, respectively.

The luncheon also will pay tribute to the “Santa Monica-UCLA Knitters,” a group
that knits caps and booties for the approximately 2,000 babies born at the medical cen-
ter each year. The knitters also crochet hats that are sold in the medical center’s gift shop.

Adult volunteers donated more than 55,000 hours of service to Santa Monica-UCLA in
2003 by assisting caregivers, working in non-clinical departments and running the gift shop.  

The hospital’s volunteer workforce includes adults, pre-medical students called “care
extenders,” junior volunteers ages 15 to 18 and pet-assisted activity teams that visit patients
in the hospital. For information about volunteer opportunities at Santa Monica-UCLA, call
(310) 319-4614.

Seniors getting their groove on
By Daily Press staff

Seniors 60 years and older are invited to the 12th Annual Senior Day.
The event will be held from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on May 13, on the Third Street

Promenade, between Arizona Avenue and Santa Monica Boulevard.
Registration will start at 10:30 a.m., and entertainment will start an hour later, and a

lasagna lunch for $1.75 will begin at 12:30 p.m.
There will be music from Tunes ‘R’ Us, dancing and drawings for prizes.
For more information, contact the Commission for the Senior Community at (310) 458-

8644, or visit downtownsm.com.
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The other day in Fantasyville, an angry
Mr. Jones purposely drove his Buick into
Mr. Smith’s living room. Mr. Jones has
been a danger to Mr. Smith for many
years. He even shot holes in Smith’s
canoe back in the days of the previous
mayor. I went down to Fantasyville to
check out the story.

The first person I spoke to there was
Connie Wheat, assistant to the Mayor. The
following is a transcript of the interview: 

ME: It’s a beautiful day, isn’t it?
CONNIE: I wouldn’t know about that.

Weather’s not my area. You could check
with ...

ME: That’s OK, Dr. Wheat. Do you
believe this attack could have been pre-
vented?

CONNIE: There was no silver bullet
that would have prevented the Buick from
driving through that picture window. We
would have just been swatting flies and
shaking the trees since we didn’t have any
actionable intelligence due to the structur-
al impediments which have existed histor-
ically.

ME: What does that mean?

CONNIE: I’m sorry, that’s classified.
Let’s just say it didn’t help that the city
police department hasn’t talked to the
county sheriff’s office since before
Lincoln grew his beard. 

ME: Mr. Smith says that he received a
threatening letter that he turned over to
the authorities.

CONNIE: That document was not a
threatening letter.

ME: Could you please tell me the title
of the document?

CONNIE: The title was “Threatening
Letter Regarding Driving a Buick into Mr.
Smith’s Living Room.”

ME: And you didn’t consider that a
threatening letter?

CONNIE: No. There was “no who,”
“no when,” and “no why,” so when it
came to acting on it, “no way.”  

Next, I went to talk to the mayor and
the vice mayor.

ME: Do you always do interviews
together?

VICE MAYOR: I’m sorry, but that’s
classified.

ME: Many of my readers wonder if
you insisted on being together because
you wanted to keep your stories straight.
Some even speculated that you might sig-
nal each other.

(THE VICE MAYOR SIGNALS TO
THE MAYOR THAT HE SHOULD
RESPOND)

MAYOR: That is nonsense. There’s no
reason for signals. I’ve rehearsed my part

so many times I know it by heart.
(THE VICE MAYOR SHAKES HIS

HEAD “NO” TO THE MAYOR)
VICE MAYOR: Uh, what the mayor

means is that since we are both going to
speak the truth, there would be no reason
for us to collaborate on our stories.
Besides, most of the information is classi-
fied. Or will be after you ask about it.

ME: Everybody knew that Mr. Jones
was a danger to ...

VICE MAYOR: Look, we can’t stop
every 1987 taxicab yellow Buick going 90
miles an hour with a shotgun-toting nut-
job at the wheel. What if we had stopped
him and he had just been rushing to get his
pregnant wife to the hospital?

ME: Your former chief of police,
Richard Cluck, apologized for not doing
more to get people like Mr. Jones off the
street. What would be the harm if your
administration and the previous adminis-
tration just said you’re sorry that it hap-
pened, everyone should’ve done more,
and you’re going to do your best to make
sure nothing like this ever happens again?

MAYOR: That would set a dangerous
precedent. If my predecessor and I apolo-
gized, then people would expect politi-
cians to apologize every time we make a
tragic mistake.

(THE VICE MAYOR NODS HIS
HEAD, APPROVINGLY)

Somewhat discouraged, I sought out
the smartest man in town — 93-year-old
Solomon Wiseman.

ME: You’ve seen so much in your life-
time, what’s your take on how the admin-
istration has dealt with this tragedy?

WISEMAN: They probably dealt with
it the same way any administration would
have.

ME: So, you’re a pessimist?
WISEMAN: ‘Pessimist?’ Are you kid-

ding? I’m 93 years old and just bought a
car on time.  

ME: But it sounds like you don’t
believe there’s a chance in the future for
something like this to be handled in a bet-
ter way.

WISEMAN: Oh, there’s a chance. All
we have to do is get people involved who
will cooperate with each other rather than
compete, take some initiative rather than
cover their butts, and accept responsibili-
ty for their actions rather than point fin-
gers at everybody else.

ME: And where are we going to find
people like that?

WISEMAN: I’m sorry, that’s classi-
fied.

ME: I’m sorry, too. Very sorry.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com).

Silver bullets, tarnished excuses permeate all levels
MODERN

TIMES
By Lloyd Garver

■ “I prefer gold lettering on business
windows and a small sign of profession-
al taste on the front of the business. Signs
should lend to the aesthetic beauty of the
community. If the city does not monitor
the installation of signs, who will?
Certainly not the signmakers.”

■ “I don’t know why the city officials ...
made these signs illegal. It had to be a
City Council member. I cant believe that,
once again, they are concerned about
something ridiculous. They are not both-
ered by the constant urinating, defecating
and panhandling going on. Get them out.”

■ “I think this is much ado about noth-
ing. Typical response from the left. I

think this is ridiculous. We have bigger
problems to deal with. Look around.”

■ “I believe that city officials have noth-
ing better to do but sit on their asses and
waste money. They are bothering busi-
nesses that are trying to provide jobs and
money to the community. Waste money,
that’s all they do. They should be thrown
right out of office. They are not, nor have
they ever been, concerned about the citi-
zens who actually live here, work here
and raise families here.”

■ “This is not justified and our valuable
resources are being wasted. How about
these bums everywhere? I don’t even
shop here anymore because it is such a

hassle to sidestep these people every day,
everywhere you go or look. I think it’s
about time the City Council got its prior-
ities straight.”

■ “If businesses want to have their signs
up without getting a hard time from city
officials, they should just fasten them to all
the bums. It seems the bums are the only
thing in the city that the city won’t hassle.”

■ “Once again, the only thing I have to
say is what the hell are they doing over at
City Hall? Furthermore, I think Bill
Bauer should run for mayor. Perhaps he
can get the city back toward what it used
to be, not this stinking pigpen with crim-
inal mental cases, vagrants and drug
addicts. There is a woman living in a
makeshift tent in the park, nuts as can be,
and nobody does a thing about it. It is so
obvious that the City Council never takes
a walk around the city. We need people
like Bill, Jeff Shepard and David Pisarra
running for office here. If one of them
just ran on the platform of cleaning up
this city and getting the vagrants out of
here, I can promise them votes.”

■ “The clown Council is definitely not
justified here. It’s just the latest pathetic

diversion pulling attention away from all
the ridiculous decisions this City Council
has made. The powers that be have driv-
en the tourists elsewhere, enraged the
working population by the lack of
enforcement of the homeless and
vagrancy problem and made it impossi-
ble to get around the city with their grid-
lock traffic patterns. It’s time to go after
the businesses that made this city great. I
can’t wait to see what’s next.”

■ “Once again, the city has found anoth-
er way to avoid dealing with the major
problems of vagrancy, traffic and parking
issues. Who do they think they are fool-
ing? Certainly not the citizens who live
here. What’s with the “aesthetic and safe-
ty reasons” for the crackdown on sig-
nage? The aforementioned are much
more of a hazard to the poor citizens —
victims of the ongoing incompetence and
stupidity of City Hall.”

■ “The city needs to take the sign Nazis
and train them to be poop-and-urine
troops. I don’t know any citizens that are
concerned about signs. We have bigger
things to worry about. Wouldn’t it be nice
if we could keep the businesses here in
Santa Monica instead of chasing them
away with our silly City Council?”

Council failing to read the signs
Here are your responses to this week’s Q-Line question: 
“Are city officials justified in cracking down on businesses with ille-

gal signs or are they diverting valuable resources away from the city’s
bigger problems?”

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters
will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202,
Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

CREATE SOME DIALOGUE. YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS: ATT. EDITOR

530 WILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE 200

SANTA MONICA, CA  90401

Please send letters to: Santa Monica Daily Press
Att. Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 • Santa Monica, CA  90401• sack@smdp.com
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NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena. “And then you pile the drought
on top of that and (a wildfire) is definitely
good to go.”

The area has seen reduced rainfall
since it was drenched by the El Nino phe-
nomenon in 1998. During the subsequent
six-year drought, this year is the driest
yet, said Patzert, who follows large-scale,
long-term climate variations based on
changes in ocean temperatures.

“The drought has been so severe that
we have literally tens of millions of dead
trees in the local forests,” he said. “Talk
about tinder ... it is a forest of standing
matchsticks.”

This week, Gov. Arnold Schwarzen-
egger’s Blue Ribbon Commission made sev-
eral recommendations to prevent destruction
from future wildfires. Established by former
Gov. Gray Davis and Schwarzenegger fol-
lowing the fires last year, the commission
drafted a nearly 250-page report that proved
inconclusive as to how the recommendations
should be funded.

A local group has its own recommen-
dations. 

A national- or state-wide fire science
research institute should be established to
pool research and most effectively use the
government’s limited funds, the Aerial
Fire Protection Associates proposed in a
February hearing of the Blue Ribbon
Commission. 

The AFPA is a Topanga Canyon-based
citizens group that was established after
the 1993 Malibu-Topanga Canyon wild-
fires. The goal of the group, which will

soon be applying for non-profit status, is to
gather information, make recommenda-
tions and raise funds to help support fire
agencies, AFPA founder Tony Morris said.

“Right now, we have scattered capabil-
ity to study wildfires. There’s nothing in
one location,” Morris said. “We want to
share our findings with basically the
entire country.”

Another top area of concern for fire
agencies is the beetle-ravaged pine forests
from Big Bear to San Diego, said Michael
Padilla, chief of aviation at the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CDF). Last year, firefighters
fiercely protected the dead pine forests
from sparking up — only 10 percent of
the bug-infested trees were burned.

“That’s what the scary part is, that
whole area still has the potential that it
had last year,” Padilla said. 

Whatever the fuel, the results could be
deadly. Twenty-four people lost their lives
within the two-week stretch of raging
wildfires at the end of October. Nearly
740,000 acres of land across Southern

California burned, and more than 3,600
homes were destroyed.

In hindsight, state and national budget
problems in recent years probably raised
the stakes of last year’s fires, Patzert said.

The patches of dead trees
— or in fire terminology,
“fuel” — scattered across
the state would have been
cleared out if the funding
had been available, Patzert
said.

The CDF is struggling to
stretch out its resources. The
department is given eight
months’ worth of money to
operate during the peak
wildfire months, even while
fire dangers across the state
have forced it to operate on a
year-round basis, Padilla
said.

“Now we’re running air
tankers year-round and it’s
just to a point where ... we’re
really pressed to keep aircraft

operational,” Padilla said.
The sheer strength of the wildfires last

year were beneficial in one aspect — they
brought fire safety to the forefront of
Southern Californians’ minds, officials said.

“I think with the graphic evidence,
with TV, seeing what the dangers and haz-
ards of the fire can create, it just keeps
everyone more aware,” Mancha said.

As the wildfire season approaches, LA
County is conducting compliance inspec-
tions to reduce fire hazards. Residents are
eager to try and protect themselves,
Padilla said.

“It’s not falling on deaf ears,” Padilla
said. “When people become aware of the
danger to themselves, it makes it easier for
the firefighters to be able to deal with it.”
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SAVE THOUSANDS PER
YEAR IN ENERGY COSTS
w/Residential Window Tinting

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Auto • Commercial • Residential • UV Coating • Lifetime Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES

Lic#743969

10% OFF
w/ mention 
of this ad

Panini Party Platters • Weekly Specials • Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com • Dine-In Garden Patio • We Deliver

Open Daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street • Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939 • Fax (310) 314-2634

Come In & Experience 

Our Grilled or Cold Panini

Sandwiches & Superb Salads 

$189
each way

(based on round trip travel)

or

(310) 315-9100
cst#2051648-10

6
7

nights  
Days
& $725

per person
(purchase by April 29)

for
Package

Airfare • Hotel • Taxes
Breakfast • Transfers

April 1st to May 31st or
Oct. 28th thru Dec. 17th

Based on double occupancy.

First Class: $3099
Business Class: $2500

Restrictions Apply

All fares subject to change based on availability.
Restrictions and taxes apply. 

Last year’s fires raised awareness among residents
FIRE SEASON, from page 1

“The drought has been so severe that we have 
literally tens of millions of dead trees in the 

local forests. Talk about tinder ... it is a forest of
standing matchsticks.”

— BILL PATZERT
Climatologist at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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State of the Heart Fitness offers:

■ *4-Week “Way to Wellness” program
Next session starts May 3rd

■ Personal Training

■ Exercise Classes

■ Life Coaching

■ Health & Wellness Education

Have Fun Getting FIT By the BEACH
Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

*Inquire about our Way to Wellness program, Exercise, Eating & Stress Management…
all in one great program!

15% discount w/ this ad
during grand opening

Large Selection of Lingerie
ALSO: CARRIE LARGE SIZES BRAS

Hats • Swimsuits • Dancewear
Stockings • Panty Hose

One of a kind custom made pieces
Wardrobe stylist service

Offer expires 4/30/04

3101 Ocean Park Blvd. Ste#103
in Santa Monica • Tues-Sat 10am-6pm
Tel: 310.396.9607 

6548 Hollywood Blvd. in Los Angeles
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm  Sun 12-7pm
Tel: 323.469.4309 

New Location! 
Grand Opening!

2 Locations to serve you

Lingerie

TIME FOR SWIMSUIT  
SEASON!

Nacke, The Agape Children’s Choir, Lyle
Gregory, Green Power Girl, Holistic-
Hooping.com and special guests.

“This is an extremely important Earth
Day because in this election year we have
a choice between clean energy solutions or
the continued dependence on fossil fuels
and the associated issues of global warm-
ing, pollution and war,” Quigley said. 

“In addition to the theme of clean ener-
gy, we are also suggesting people ‘vote
for the Earth,’ both in their consumer pur-
chases, and at the ballot box,” he said.
“Earth Day is a chance for people to edu-
cate themselves about environmental
solutions already in the marketplace and
learn effective ways they can take action.”

An estimated 15,000 attendees will
witness “solutions for a sustainable
lifestyle,” demonstrating how the right
energy choices support America’s nation-
al security, and featuring leading ecologi-
cal product choices. Exhibitors will pro-
mote hydrogen fuel cells, Toyota Prius
hybrid vehicles, a Honda natural gas-
powered car, solar energy systems, envi-
ronmentally responsible investing and
energy efficient appliances.

Families will also be exposed to hemp
and organic cotton clothing displays,
“Earth Tic-Tac-Toe” and exotic wildlife.
There will be many kid-friendly exhibits

and activities as well.
National and local environmental

organizations will be on hand at the free
event and will include Earth Day LA, the
National Resources Defense Council,
Sierra Club, California League of
Conservation Voters, Rock The Vote,
Physicians for Social Responsibility,
Environment 2004, Earth Institute,
International Earth Day Network, Heal
the Bay, TreePeople, Coalition for Clean
Air, Coalition for the Environment &
Jewish Life, Global Green USA, Surfrider
Foundation and many others. 

The fete is also a chance to clean up the
environment through volunteer efforts by
Heal the Bay, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to ensuring a healthy future for
the Santa Monica Bay.

Volunteers will gather at Malibu State
Park at 10 a.m. to replace non-native
species with native plants in efforts to
restore habitat and prevent stream bank ero-
sion. There will also be restoration efforts at
Malibu Lagoon State Park. Volunteers are
asked to meet at the park at 10 a.m.

Tools and gloves will be provided for
volunteers. Be sure to bring drinking
water, sunscreen, hats and boots or appro-
priate waterproof footwear.

For more details, call (800) HEALBAY,
ext. 146, or e-mail streamteam@healthe-
bay.org.

15,000 people expected
for ‘Clean Energy Now’
EARTH DAY, from page 1

Water savings would fill
Rose Bowl 106 times
By Daily Press staff

California’s utilities, water agencies,
businesses and nonprofit organizations
have come together with “Flex Your
Power” to honor the spirit of Earth Day by
urging people to retire older “energy hog”
appliances in favor of new high-efficien-
cy models. 

“This partnership ... will help the state
achieve the goals laid out in the Energy
Action Plan for California: To meet 100
percent of California’s energy demand
growth over the next 10 years through a
combination of energy efficiency, demand
response and renewable generation,” said
California Public Utilities Commissioner
Susan Kennedy.

To demonstrate the environmental ben-
efits of efficient appliances, Maytag has
donated 40 Neptune Top Load washers
and dryers as part of the statewide cam-
paign to nonprofit organizations and indi-
viduals. The washers save up to 25 gal-
lons of water per load, compared with a
10-year-old washer. 

Maytag estimates that Californians
who are currently using their energy effi-
cient washers saved nearly 715 million
gallons of water and close to 12 million
kilowatt hours of energy in the past year.

“If all appliances purchased this year
were Energy Star qualified appliances,
our state would save nearly 9 billion gal-
lons of water and more than 700 million
kilowatt hours,” said Dennis Wolcott,

president of the 2004 California Water
Awareness Campaign. “That’s enough
water to fill the Rose Bowl 106 times and
enough energy to power 111,600 homes
for an entire year.”

The efficient washers and dryers will
be given away today at 2 p.m. on the
Third Street Promenade, where Earth Day
festivities will be taking place throughout
the day.

As part of the Los Angeles Earth Day
event, campaign partners, Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power and the
City of Santa Monica announced that the
Asian-American Drug Abuse Program
and the Ocean Park Community Center
have been selected to receive the Maytag
appliances. 

The new machines should save the
organizations about 925 gallons of water
each week and 48,100 gallons of water
each year, officials estimated.

Utility officials added that many
California residents are eligible for
rebates on the water- and energy-saving
appliances they purchase. To find a rebate
in your area, log on to www.fypower.com.

Energetic response: Utilities
push people to ditch ‘hog’
appliances in name of Earth

“This partnership ... will
help the state achieve the

goals laid out in the Energy
Action Plan for California ...”

— SUSAN KENNEDY
California Public Utilities Commissioner 
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miles from 2,914 square miles in 1990. 
One of the most effective tools for meas-

uring human impacts on local and global
ecosystems, the Ecological Footprint takes
into account factors such as land use, elec-
tricity and natural gas use, gasoline and diesel
use, transportation and vehicles, roads, hous-
ing, food, products, waste and recycling.

“While the U.S. trend is depleting
resources at a faster rate than ever before,
the city of Santa Monica is proud of our
commitment and progress toward sustain-
ability, but we still have far to go,” said
Craig Perkins, Director of City Hall’s
Department of Environmental and Public
Works Management. 

The Earth’s total area of biologically
productive land and fresh water sources is

finite, and must be shared among a grow-
ing population of more than 6 billion peo-
ple, officials said. This finite amount pro-
vides about 4.5 acres per person, and the
U.S. average is 24 acres per person. The
average Santa Monica resident’s footprint
is almost 13 percent smaller than the
national average, at 20.9 acres per person.

“It’s a matter of limits and we’ve met
ours,” points out Dean Kubani, City
Hall’s sustainable city coordinator. ”The
footprint provides us with valuable infor-
mation for making better choices, and we
feel we can help residents become better
aware of those choices.”

Officials say simple things individuals
can to do to reduce their ecological impact
include carpooling, using public trans-
portation, reducing energy use, eating
locally-grown foods and buying in bulk to

reduce the amount of waste created.
“Right now, we’re trying to fit a big

foot into a tiny shoe and we can’t walk
very far like that,” said environmental
outreach specialist Andrew Basmajian.

City Hall will be offering individual foot-
print workshops at the Santa Monica Festival
on May 1 at Clover Park. Also, individuals
may calculate their own footprint at
www.smepd.org, beginning on April 20.

The Ecological Footprint is one of
about 70 indicators used as part of Santa
Monica’s Sustainable City Plan, estab-
lished in 1994 and updated in 2003.

Things you can do to reduce your
ecological footprint:
■ Cut reliance on gasoline. Carpool, purchase fuel-
efficient automobiles, reduce driving alone, reduce
trips (in fossil-fuel cars). 

■ Use public transportation more. The city offers an
award-winning Big Blue Bus system and electric
shuttles that help you get to your destination.
■ Walk and bicycle more, or skate and skateboard.
■ Cut energy use. Turn off lights, shut down com-
puters when not in use and use sea-breeze ventila-
tion instead of air-conditioning. 
■ Make eco-informed purchases and buy recycled
products. 
■ Recycle more. The city’s Blue Bin program
makes it easy to recycle your paper, glass and plas-
tic products.
■ Reduce your waste. Buy in bulk, purchase quality
and well-designed items that can be rebuilt or repaired,
reduce consumption and re-use when possible. 
■ Eat locally-grown foods. The city has four
Farmers’ Markets for you to choose from. See
http://farmersmarket.santa-monica.org for times
and locations.
■ Cut water waste. Plant low-water landscaping, be
mindful of personal water use when bathing.
■ Support your city government’s initiatives towards
sustainability, particularly reductions in energy use
and a continued shift to renewable energy.

Santa Monica leaves some pretty small footprints to fill
RESOURCES, from page 1

practices, such as false advertising and
price-fixing.  Without the law, someone will
have to be injured or lose money before
legal action can be taken, Court said.

The group supporting the initiative,
which includes the California Motor Car
Dealers Association and the California
Chamber of Commerce, among other
business interests, contends that the law
encourages frivolous lawsuits because it
allows attorneys with no clients to sue
even if a business did nothing illegal.

The group said Monday it had gathered
more than 650,000 signatures — nearly
twice as many required to qualify the

measure for inclusion on the ballot.
Organizers began delivering the signatures
to county election offices last week and
said they expected to finish this week. The
signatures have to be certified by June 24. 

“This measure is a balanced approach
that will stop frivolous shakedown law-
suits while protecting the rights of indi-
viduals to file suit if they are harmed,”
John H. Sullivan, the group’s co-chair
said in a statement. 

The initiative also would specify that
only an attorney representing the state
could take legal action against a business
to enforce California’s environmental and
consumer protection laws.

Last year, several legislators intro-
duced bills to change the law after at least
two Southern California law firms filed
thousands of lawsuits seeking millions of
dollars in settlements against mostly eth-
nic- and minority-owned businesses. 

One firm, Brar & Gamulin, allegedly
filed hundreds of lawsuits against nail
salons, claiming their practice of using the
same bottle of nail polish on multiple cus-
tomers is dangerous. Many settled their
cases for thousands of dollars rather than
proceed with a costly trial. 

Most of the bills, however, were killed
early in the legislative session after con-
sumer groups objected. 

Attorney General Bill Lockyer has
warned against amending the law, saying
his office and district attorneys don’t have
the time or resources to chase down all
businesses that cheat their customers. 

Local attorney David Pisarra favors the
initiative. He feels few Santa Monica
businesses engage in practices that would
warrant prosecution under the law.

“This will benefit business, no ques-
tion” he said. “Small minorities of lawyers
are abusing this law. Having a client will
diminish (the) abuse of this law.”

(Jaimie Wetherbe contributed to this
report).

Businesses band together to combat frivolous suits
LAW, from page 1
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BY TIM MOLLOY
Associated Press Writer 

SAN SIMEON — The Hearst Corp. is
offering California the chance to perma-
nently preserve some of the most stunning
coastal land in the country. 

The plan is supported by dozens of
environmental groups, who see it as an
irresistible opportunity to save some of
the state’s most pristine real estate. 

But skeptics, including the Sierra Club,
said the rights retained by Hearst under
the proposal could allow it to develop
parts of the land — even after it has been
paid not to. They worry that the Hearst
family could build mansions near the
shore or vineyards on the ranch land they
will continue to own. 

The worst-case scenario, they said, is
that state officials trying to meet a May 31
deadline set by the corporation could
approve the plan without reading all the
small print — some of which the compa-
ny hasn’t yet provided. 

“I don’t think we can say we’re oppos-
ing it because we don’t know what it is,”
said Susan Jordan, executive director of the
California Coastal Protection Network.
“It’s fuzzy in areas that we consider to be
of extraordinary importance.” 

For $80 million in cash and $15 million
in tax incentives, the corporation is will-
ing to sell the state 1.8 square miles of
coastal land near Hearst Castle, along a
lightly developed stretch of coast midway
between Los Angeles and San Francisco.
Another 128 square miles east of
California Highway 1 would be placed
under a conservation easement that would

bar most development. 
Hearst Castle, with its 165 rooms and

127 acres of gardens, terraces, pools and
walkways became a state park in 1958,
even though rolling hills and rugged
beach nearby remained in the hands of the
Hearst Corp. 

State officials are currently negotiating
with Hearst and the American Land
Conservancy, which is brokering the pro-
posed deal. 

Officials will take all the time neces-
sary to make sure both sides get a fair
deal, said Sam Schuchat, executive officer
of the state Coastal Conservancy. 

Much of the funding would likely
come from state resources bonds. State
transportation officials are considering
chipping in $23 million in money
received from the federal government,
with other funding coming from private
donations. 

Hearst attorney Roger Lyon said an
independent appraiser has determined the
land is worth more than double the asking
price, but the company is willing to
donate the difference. All the details of the
agreement will come out eventually, a
legal requirement because it involves state
money, he said. 

The land is cherished for its beauty and
diversity. 

On the coast, sea otters and wind-
surfers frolic in tides that wash over
rugged shoreline where elephant seals
sprawl. Inland, forest and grasslands are
home to cattle as well as zebras, sambar
deer and other exotic species imported by
William Randolph Hearst when the castle
was being built. 

Threatened red-legged frogs and
endangered steelhead trout live in the
free-flowing streams, and several species
of oak found nowhere else thrive with
California poppies and other native plants. 

In 1998, the California Coastal
Commission shot down a Hearst Corp.
proposal to build an 18-hole golf course
and 650-room resort on some of the ranch
property after strong opposition from
environmentalists, local residents and
even some members of the Hearst family. 

William Randolph Hearst’s great-
grandson, Hearst Corp. Vice President
Stephen Hearst, began looking into sell-
ing the land and development rights after
the commission decision. 

He sees the current proposal as a way
to preserve business interests as well as
protect the land where his family has
camped, raised cattle and gone horseback
riding since George Hearst bought the
first acres in 1865. 

“When we drive through the gate and
enter the property, every one of us
believes we’re home,” Hearst said. “There
are lots of folks that have an emotional
attachment. It doesn’t come anywhere
near the emotional attachment that this
family has for this land.” 

Under the proposed deal, the company
would retain the right to build a 100-room
resort within existing Old San Simeon
Village, next to San Simeon Point. It
would be modeled after plans by Hearst
Castle architect Julia Morgan that Lyon
discovered in a Hearst building in 2002. 

The company would give up the right
to develop as many as 400 homes on the
property but retain the right to build 27. 

No exact locations have been set, but
Lyon said the homes would be built to
minimize their effect on the land. Each
would be constructed on a five-acre site
with surrounding 20-acre buffer zones. 

The homes wouldn’t be visible from
Hearst Castle or Highway 1, no existing
trees would be removed, and no new
roads would be added. 

Mark Massara, the Sierra Club’s director
of coastal programs, said nothing in the
guidelines would prevent the company from
building 27 new Hearst castles. In Orange
County, as many as 100 homes have been
built on a five-acre parcel, he said. 

Hearst also could continue ranching on
the property protected by the easement,
but the Sierra Club and others are con-
cerned the family could do much more. 

San Luis Obispo County senior planner
John Hofschroer said county agricultural
policies would allow the land to be used
for wineries and vineyards, a prospect that
alarms the environmental group because
of the water, fencing and pesticides
involved. They want such use banned
under the easement. 

“It’s grazing land right now, and when
you start intensive agriculture it can be as
impacting as housing development
depending on how it’s done,” said Sierra
Club volunteer Tarren Collins, chair of the
group’s statewide coastal campaign. 

So far, Hofschroer said, the company
has done a good job balancing business
and preservation. 

“It’s a very well-managed ranch, one of
the best managed in the county,” he said.

Questions remain about proposed deal for Hearst Ranch



BY JENNIFER COLEMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — State and federal energy laws
and regulations are stacked against California officials
who are seeking refunds for overpriced electricity during
the energy crisis, a report by the California attorney gen-
eral released Tuesday concluded. 

Federal energy regulations continue to create “enor-
mous incentives on the part of generators to try and cre-
ate an energy crisis in the future because of the massive
potential for profits” and lax enforcement of the rules,
said Ken Alex, a deputy attorney general. 

“At least part of the energy crisis, we believe, has been
caused by the abuses of the deregulated market,” said
Alex, who headed Attorney General Bill Lockyer’s ener-
gy task force. 

Alex singled out electricity generators accused of manip-
ulating the wholesale energy market to drive up prices, say-
ing their games “created a dysfunctional system.” 

The state is seeking $9 billion in refunds for over-
charges during the 2000-2001 energy crisis, when whole-
sale prices hit record highs. The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, which oversees wholesale ener-
gy markets, has ruled that the state is due about $3 billion. 

“I think it’s fair to say that three years after the end of
the energy crisis, we are frustrated that we haven’t recov-
ered some of the billions of dollars Californians were
overcharged,” Alex said. 

FERC spokesman Bryan Lee disagreed with
Lockyer’s assessment of both the cause of the energy cri-
sis and how federal regulators reacted to California’s
plight. 

The commission “has done everything within its legal
authority to rectify the unjust and unreasonable prices
that occurred in 2000 and 2001,” Lee said, pointing to
more than $100 million in FERC-ordered refunds. 

The AG’s report was correct in saying laws would
have to be changed for FERC to go beyond what it has
already done, Lee said. However, the AG’s report “report
conveniently downplays the state’s own culpability in
insisting upon a fatally flawed market design.” 

FERC also took issue with the report’s finding that
price spikes were due to market manipulation, Lee said.
FERC’s own investigation found that “none of the
manipulation would have been possible if not for the
underlying supply-demand imbalance and improper mar-
ket design.” 

The 1996 deregulation law was designed to open the
wholesale and retail electricity markets to competition.
Utilities sold many of their power plants, and then bought
wholesale power through a day-ahead market.

Eventually, utilities would be allowed to raise or lower
customers’ rates based on wholesale prices. 

But wholesale rates soared in 2000, before most utili-
ties could escape a retail rate cap imposed by state regu-
lators as part of the deregulation law. The utilities then

ran up huge debts, requiring the state to step in and buy
wholesale energy on their behalf. 

Among the changes Lockyer’s report proposes is the
elimination of the federal “filed rate doctrine,” which
states that once a wholesale electricity seller files its rates
with FERC, that rate cannot be challenged retroactively. 

That works for cost-based electricity markets, Alex
said, but it doesn’t make sense to use it when that switch-
es to a market-based system. 

Alex said FERC has ruled that when the buyer and
seller agree on a price, even if it’s in a market rife with
manipulation or fraud, that price is considered to be the
filed rate and cannot later be challenged. 

This, Lockyer said, “gives energy companies a license
to steal from California ratepayers. We’re asking
Congress to revoke that license.” 
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Lockyer proposes changes to state, federal energy rules

“At least part of the energy crisis,
we believe, has been caused by the
abuses of the deregulated market.”

— KEN ALEX
Deputy attorney general
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Go Ahead...Smile!
■ General & Cosmetic Dentistry

■ Oral Surgery

■ Fillings (Mercury free)

■ Bonding, Veneers & Porcelain Crowns

■ Gum Treatments

■ Dentures, Partials & Repairs

Dr. Vafadar, D.D.S., D.D.M.
12113 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 204

310.571.3000

Free Cosmetic Consultation
Let us design and create your masterpiece smile in the
most up-to-date technology and relaxing environment.

Call us today for your next appointment.
Medical and most insurance accepted

$10Exams&X-Rays
(Regularly $215)

Cash Patients. Limited Time Offer. Expires 3/03/04
Based on California Dental Fee Survey

FEATURING: THE INTRA ORAL CAMERA
TO WATCH YOUR DENTAL EXAM!

FREE PARKING

High-Speed
Internet Access

DO YOU HAVE A T1 
CONNECTION FOR YOUR BIZ? 

PAYING TOO MUCH? HOW
DOES $150 A MONTH SOUND?
Local SM Company Offering High Speed

Internet Access for a Lot Less.

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com
310-393-4037

NoCat
Networks

BY BARRY MASSEY
Associated Press Writer 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Manufac-
turers, businesses and government institu-
tions along the U.S.-Mexico border need to
implement energy efficiency measures to
help meet growing power demands,
according to a report issued Thursday by
the Western Governors Association. 

“New electricity generating capacity in
Mexico is expected to meet the increased
industrial demand and population growth
only through the next three years,” the
report said. 

The report also said domestic fuel sup-
plies for electricity generating stations,
which are becoming increasingly depend-
ent on natural gas, are not keeping pace
with demand. 

Because of the lag time in construction
of new power plants, business and indus-
try must take steps to use electricity more
wisely, such as by installing more effi-
cient lighting, air conditioning and venti-
lation systems. Improved maintenance
also can save energy. 

Besides squeezing more work out of
existing electricity supplies, the report
said industry can reap considerable ener-
gy cost savings. 

Manufacturing plants through the bor-
der region could save nearly $23 million a
year through energy efficiency measures.
Governmental, educational and health
care institutions could save $15 million a
year. Businesses such as hotels and motels
could save $5 million. 

In the larger Mexican cities of Tijuana,
Ciudad Juarez and Matamoros, manufac-
turing plants could save 26 percent on
energy costs, or $17 million a year,
according to the report. 

Manufacturing maquiladoras account
for about a third of the region’s use of
electricity, the report said. 

The study looked at the border region
that extends across portions of six Mexican
states and four U.S. states — Texas, New
Mexico, Arizona and California. 

“This report creates a blueprint for
making energy efficiency a significant
part of the West’s energy policies,
whether in the United States or Mexico,”
said Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano. 

Energy demands are projected to grow
by nearly 6 percent a year in Mexico
along the border and up to almost 4 per-
cent a year in some areas of the U.S. bor-
der states, according to the report. 

The report concluded that although
utility reform is expected in the border
region, lag time can be expected for con-
struction of new power plants and devel-
opment of new natural gas sources. 

“These factors bring into question the
continued availability and future cost of
electricity in the border region,” the report
said. “Therefore, energy conservation,
distributed generation and renewable
energy must become an integral compo-
nent of future energy policies and must
play a key role in meeting the region’s
energy needs.” 

The report was issued at a North
American Energy Summit organized by
the WGA. Governors of Western states,
leaders from Mexico and Canada are
meeting along with energy industry offi-
cials, environmentalists and scientists. 

In a speech at the summit, Ernesto
Cordero Arroyo, undersecretary for ener-
gy formulation and technological devel-
opment in Mexico, said that North
America “needs to be seen as a region fac-
ing common energy challenges.” 

“Canada, Mexico and the United States
have the same goal: satisfy our countries’
energy demands at competitive prices,”
he said. 

Energy conservation needed
along U.S.-Mexico border

By The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — The Canadian province of Alberta has joined a
Western Governors Association agreement that’s meant to make the approval
process easier for new interstate electrical transmission lines. 

Alberta Premier Ralph Klein signed Thursday’s agreement, along with New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, the chairman of the association, and Colorado Gov.
Bill Owens, the vice chairman. 

The action lets Alberta participate in a 2002 agreement that establishes a frame-
work under which state, tribal and local governments and federal agencies coordi-
nate a joint review process for locating and getting permits for interstate transmis-
sion lines in what is known as the western interconnection. 

The western interconnection, one of three separate electrical interconnections in
the United States, covers all or parts of 14 western states, two Canadian provinces
and northwestern Mexico. 

Klein said Alberta is not currently generating enough excess electricity to export
it. “But we are thinking ahead as we look to other forms of power generation.” 

He also said the agreement would expedite new projects through such things as
cooperative environmental reviews and sharing analysis. 

Alberta will name representatives to be liaisons to project teams that work on the
transmission ventures under the original agreement. 

Alberta joins agreement
on new transmission lines

“New electricity generating
capacity in Mexico is
expected to meet the
increased industrial

demand and population
growth only through the

next three years.”

— WESTERN GOVERNORS
ASSOCIATION
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Attention Car Accident Victims:
Toll-Free, 24 Hour Recorded Message

Reveals What Most Insurance Companies
Don’t Want You To Know!

West LA, CA – Car Accident injuries are often misun-
derstood. The pain from automobile accident injuries can
last weeks, months, even years down. After an accident,
many feel frustrated because they don’t know how they
should feel, how long it should take to get better and what
they should do. A free report has recently been available
to accident victims that reveals...

❑ A common condition that keeps many accident victims
from every feeling normal again.
❑ How to determine if you may already have this seldom
discussed condition.
❑ How to protect yourself from insurance company
abuse..

To get a copy of this free report,
Call 1-888-246-3790.

(Toll-free 24 hr. recorded message.)

**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery “FPCR” fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for 1 or more of the following: E911, number pooling in wireless number portability. Offer expire March 31, 2004. Requires 1-or 2-year service agreement and
credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15 day trial period (conditions apply) Set up fee of $35 per phone, up to $70 max per account applies. $75 mail-in rebate: expires March 31, 2004. Available while supplies last. Requires a 2 year service agreement. Allowed 10 to 12 weeks after phone purchase,
activation and mailing in of a complete and valid rebate form. to receive rebate. Limit 1 rebate per phone purchase. May not be available in all markets. Full terms and conditions to be found on the mail-in rebate form. National Free Incoming Plan: Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nation-
wide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic calls only. Unlimited Direct Connect minutes are included in your local calling area only and do not include Group Connect calls, whcih are $0.15/min. Nationwide Direct Connect calls use the Direct Connect minutes in your plan and incur an additional access
charge of either: (i)$0.10/min. multiplied by the number of participants on the call; or, (ii) a monthly flat fee if you sign up for unlimited Nationwide Direct Connect access. Nationwide Direct Connect calls are charged to the call inititiator. Group connect charges are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of par-
ticipants, and the applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members of the same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls. Cellular overage is $0.40min. cellular calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle.
Nights are 9pm to 7am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9pm and end Mon. 7am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on message. Additional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal taxes, a Universal Service Assessment of either 1.087% or 1.25% in some state a Gross Receipt
Recovery Fee of1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. .07%, and a state-required E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers at any time. Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. Wireless Number
Portability may not be in all areas or for all numbers. Becasue number portability requires the efforts of mulitple companies, the amount of time it takes to transfer your number(s) will vary. Nextel’s Nationwide Network serves 293 of the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextel Communications, Inc. NEXTEL,
NEXTEL. DONE., PUSH TO TALK, DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver Safety logo are service marks, trademarks, and/or registered trademarks owned by Nextel Communications, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent &
Trademark Office. All other product or service names are the property of their respective owners. All Rights reserved.

KEEP YOUR NUMBER. ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 12423 WILSHIRE BLVD. IN SANTA MONICA • 310-820-8446

Get more done with free incoming calls and the highly advanced i730. 
Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

SAVE $150 ON THE NEW i730. NOW ONLY $149.99

Our slimmest full-feature phone, built-in walkie-talkie,
Web access, speakerphone, color screen

NATIONAL FREE INCOMING PLAN
250 outgoing cellular minutes • Free incoming cellular minutes

Unlimited Push to Talksm walkie-talkie minutes• Nationwide long distance included

with two-year service agreement. Phones by Motorola.

$49.99
per month. Other monthly 
charges apply. See below.**
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Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“ Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”

__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 2 IP addresses

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

BY ROBERT GEHRKE 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Roughly a fourth of oil and gas
wells with permits approved by the Bureau of Land
Management have not been drilled, despite skyrocketing
oil and gas prices that have prompted Republicans in
Congress to demand more access by oil companies to
public lands. 

More than 7,000 oil and gas wells that received per-
mits in the last 10 years have gone untouched, prompting
conservationists to question why the Bush administration
has been advocating opening new land to drilling and
streamlining the permit process. 

“No one is saying we shouldn’t be drilling out West.
But this surplus raises the question of why there’s a rush
to open some very sensitive areas to drilling, including
areas that have been proposed for wilderness protection,”
said Michelle Haefele, an economist with The
Wilderness Society. 

The BLM recently auctioned off new oil and gas leas-
es along the Utah-Colorado border that included areas
identified for possible wilderness protection. Another
lease sale is scheduled in Colorado next month for lands
that environmentalists say should also be protected. 

However, Andrew Bremner, director of government
affairs for the Independent Petroleum Association of the
Mountain States, said there is a certain amount of guess-
work in oil and gas drilling. Producers seek permits for
an area where they suspect there may be oil or gas, but
they don’t know which wells will produce until drilling
starts. At a cost that can reach $1.5 million per well, per-
mits unlikely to succeed are abandoned. 

“It’s such a dynamic process and we have all the tech-
nology on our side, but there’s still a sliver of educated
guessing,” Bremner said. “It would be simplistic to say
we’re not drilling as many wells as we want to.” 

He said if BLM could assure permits would be
processed in a timely manner, producers wouldn’t have
to apply for so many at once and fewer would go unused. 

The BLM is supposed to process permits in 30 to 35

days, but a review by The Associated Press of thousands
of applications showed it took the BLM an average of 89
days over the last three years. 

The AP review also found that the Bush administration
has approved wells at a rate that is 34 percent higher than
during the last three years of the Clinton administration. 

BLM figures obtained by The Wilderness Society
show that, over the last decade, 25 percent of permitted
wells are not being drilled. The percentage of wells not
being drilled has remained relatively steady, but as the
number of wells permitted has increased more wells have
gone undrilled. 

According to BLM figures, it costs the bureau about
$3,800 to process a drilling application. 

The Bush administration and BLM have made oil and
gas production in the Rocky Mountain West a top priori-
ty. Last August, the BLM issued new policies aimed at
removing impediments to oil and gas leasing. 

The Republican-backed energy bill that is stalled in
Congress seeks to provide additional money to speed up
the permitting process for oil and gas wells. 

In April 2001, Vice President Dick Cheney’s energy
task force made a goal of removing restrictions to energy
development in the region, which it said placed off lim-
its 40 percent of the natural gas in the Rockies. 

Estimates by the U.S. Geological Survey released in
January identified 3.9 billion barrels of recoverable oil and
139 trillion cubic feet of natural gas on federal lands in five
prime Western ranges. It noted that all but 15 percent of the
land was open to drilling without significant restrictions. 

No quarter: One-fourth of country’s
allowed oil, gas wells not being drilled

“It would be simplistic to say we’re not
drilling as many wells as we want to.”

— ANDREW BREMNER
Director of government affairs, 

Independent Petroleum Association
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BY JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency on Thursday told
officials in 31 states, including California,
that they must develop new pollution con-
trols because the air in some of their coun-
ties, home to more than 150 million peo-
ple, does not meet federal health stan-
dards. 

The EPA, acting under court order,
identified all or parts of 474 counties that
either have air that is too dirty or that con-
tributes to neighboring counties’ inability
to meet the federal air standards for smog-
causing ozone. 

The new standards “are strong medi-
cine” and “will require more actions on
your part to achieve cleaner, healthier air,”
EPA Administrator Mike Leavitt said. 

Most of the countries are in the eastern
third of the country, but California, which
has some of the toughest air pollution

requirements, continues to have the worst
air problems. 

The EPA said the Los Angeles basin
had the worst smog problem, the only
region to be placed in the “severe” pollu-
tion category. Three other regions of
California — Riverside County, the San
Joaquin Valley and Sacramento — were
designated as having “serious” pollution
and have until 2013 to meet the standards. 

The other regions, including the San
Francisco Bay area, have from “marginal”
to “moderate” dirty air and will have three
to six years to come into compliance.
Areas that continue to violate the standard
could face sanctions, including a loss of
federal highway funds. 

Four of California’s most popular
national parks — Yosemite, Sequoia,
Kings Canyon and Joshua Tree — were
among eight parks nationwide found to
violate the new smog standard. 

A designation of noncompliance can
have an economic impact on areas because

often businesses are reluctant to locate
there, fearing future pollution controls. 

“Many communities will find it diffi-
cult to eventually meet such standards
without jeopardizing local economic
growth,” said Jeffrey Marks of the
National Association of Manufacturers.
He said more than half of the country’s
manufacturing capacity is located in areas
that do not meet the air standards. 

Nat Mund of the Sierra Club said the
EPA designations “show that more than
half of all Americans live in places with
unhealthy air ... (that) Americans face a
serious air pollution problem.” 

Ground-level ozone, a precursor to
smog, has been found to be a serious
health problem, causing respiratory ill-
nesses. It can be especially damaging to
the elderly, children and people with asth-
ma, according to health advocates. 

The EPA said that the regions in non-
compliance may have to impose new con-
trols on industrial plants, restrict trans-
portation and require tougher vehicle
inspection programs to clean up their air.
Some counties also may have to require the
use of special, cleaner-burning gasoline. 

The EPA already has said it will take
actions to reduce pollution from power
plants and announced Thursday, in a com-
panion regulation, new requirements
aimed at curtailing pollution over parks
and wilderness areas. The rule, which
would affect power plants and industrial
facilities, is aimed at reducing haze in 156
parks and wilderness areas in 35 states. 

“This isn’t about the air getting dirtier.
The air is getting cleaner,” said Leavitt.
“These new rules are about our new
understanding of health threats, about our
standards getting tougher and our national
resolve to meet them.” 

The county designation has been long
awaited, ever since the EPA in 1997
issued tougher health standards for
ground-level ozone and fine soot because
of concern that the requirements were not

adequately protecting the elderly, children
and people with respiratory illnesses. 

Deadlines for meeting the air quality
standards range from 2007 for those with
the least serious problem to as long as
2021 for areas with the dirtiest air. 

The counties in nonattainment includ-
ed most of California, a ring of states
around the Great Lakes, and a concentra-
tion of Northeast states from the
Washington, D.C. area to Boston. Also
failing the federal test are parts of eastern
Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina and
the Dallas, Houston and San Antonio
areas in Texas. 

Leavitt said despite the widespread
notifications of noncompliance “many
states received good news.” 

He said 2,668 counties met the stan-
dards. And 19 states had all counties in
compliance: Alaska, Florida, Hawaii,
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota,
Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont,
Washington and Wyoming. 

The 1997 regulations, which were
delayed for four years because of a
lengthy court challenge that eventually
went to the Supreme Court, allow less
ozone in the air, from 120 parts per billion
down to 85 parts per billion. They also
require air sampling over an eight-hour
period instead of only one hour, making
compliance tougher. 

The Supreme Court upheld the stan-
dards in February 2001. Environmental
and public health groups such as the
American Lung Association and
Environmental Defense sued to force gov-
ernment into action. 

Leavitt was under a court-ordered
deadline Thursday to release the list of
non-complying counties and the cate-
gories they fall in, which determine the
corrective measures and time frames to
accomplish cleanups. 
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STILL SMOKING?
Life is Short — Why Make it Shorter

John McGrail C.Ht.
Certified Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

1828 Lincoln Boulevard
Santa Monica, California 90404-4599
(310) 450-6300

PURE WATER IN YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
• Reverse Osmosis System
• Bottled Water Delivery
• Soft Water Systems

WARNING: Low Back Pain Sufferers…
Lower Back Pain Treatment Secrets
Revealed…Find Out What Most
Doctors Don’t Want You To Know!
West LA, CA - A local doctor's shocking

new FREE report reveals the truth about using

over the counter drugs, and even prescribed

drugs to fix the real cause of your low back

pain: They don't work!

If you've been told you need surgery on your

low back, you must find out the #1 reason most

low back surgery's are ineffective or at best

only offer short-term pain relief.

Readers will also discover what many uni-

versity studies have proven to be the most 

effective, safest, and longest lasting treatment

for eliminating YOUR low back pain. 

Don't suffer with your pain another day

because you don't have to!

To receive a copy of the FREE report enti-

tled: "The Truth About Low Back Pain And

How To Eliminate It Once And For All Without

Drugs Or Surgery!" call toll-free 1-888-241-
2207 and listen to the 24 hr. recorded message.

$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX
$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH

with ad only

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS 

EASY AS...
40%

OFF
ANY SINGLE ITEM*

*Present this ad to the cashier to receive 40% OFF
any single item. Valid 1 per customer per visit.

www.purefoods.com

SANTA MONICA
1820 Wilshire Blvd. at 19th St.

(next to Froman’s Deli & Rite Aid)

(310) 828•0030

NOW OPEN: BEVERLY HILLS
350 N. Canon Drive (Le Grande

Passage, next to Giuseppe Franco Salon)

(310) 274•4633

Over 1300 Sugar-Free, Natural, Organic,
Low Fat, Low Carb Products

EPA seeks to clear the air between choking counties



BY NANCY BENAC 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Since the days of
John F. Kennedy, modern politicians have
tried to have it both ways on matters of
religion — espousing personal religious
beliefs that at times are at odds with their
public policy pronouncements. 

Democrat John Kerry is the latest can-
didate to navigate this terrain, offering
himself as a practicing and believing
Roman Catholic who nonetheless holds
positions contrary to the teachings of his
church. Kerry supports abortion rights,
stem cell research, the death penalty for
terrorists and civil unions for gay couples
— all opposed by the church hierarchy. 

President Bush, to a much lesser
extent, occasionally has found himself at
odds with leaders of his denomination, as
when prominent Methodist leaders
preached against the war in Iraq as a vio-
lation of God’s law. 

But candidates who disagree with their
church leaders aren’t necessarily always
in disagreement with their fellow parish-
ioners — also known as voters. 

American Catholics, for example, dis-
agree with their church on birth control
and a number of other issues “and they’re
not going to punish Catholic politicians
for sharing their views,” said Alan Wolfe,
a Boston College political scientist and
author of several books tracking social
and religious trends. 

“American Catholic politicians pay very
little attention to the idea that their votes as
public servants should be guided by their
religion, and most American Catholics
completely support that,” Wolfe said. 

In Kerry’s case, his religion is “creat-
ing an affinity for him among Catholics,”
despite his disagreements with church
teachings, said Democratic pollster

Celinda Lake. 
Recent polls show a majority of

American Catholics support abortion rights. 
Still, the clash between a candidate’s

personal religious beliefs and public poli-
cy stances is getting a closer look this year
in part because of increasing impatience
among some Catholic leaders with politi-
cians who claim the faith but say they
don’t want to legislate personal beliefs.
Earlier this year, for example, Archbishop
Raymond L. Burke of St. Louis said he
would deny communion to Kerry because
of his views. Archbishop Sean P.
O’Malley of Boston, Kerry’s hometown,
suggested a similar penalty for those in
conflict with the church without naming
the senator. 

The nation’s Catholic bishops late last
year created a task force to consider
whether to recommend sanctions against
Catholic politicians who favor policies
contrary to church teachings. Among the
options are denying access to Catholic
schools or hospitals that might be used for
campaign events to denying communion
and seeking excommunication. 

The task force is headed by Cardinal
Theodore McCarrick, the Washington
archbishop. Kerry met privately with
McCarrick on Thursday for 45 minutes in
what was characterized as a get-to-know-
you session. It was not known whether the
work of the task force came up. 

McCarrick declined comment on the
meeting. But a few days earlier he seemed

open to some sort of sanctions, if not
ready to go so far as to deny communion.
“I think there are many of us who would
feel that there are certain restrictions that
we might put on people, that there are cer-
tain sanctions that we may put on people,”
he told “Fox News Sunday.” “But I think
many of us would not like to use the
Eucharist as part of the sanctions.” 

Catholic conservative Deal Hudson,
editor of Crisis magazine, said that for
religiously active voters, Catholic or oth-

erwise, the key question is whether candi-
dates are sincere rather than any specific
matter of policy. 

“Most religiously active people, and
certainly most Catholics, have been con-
vinced that Bush is very sincere about his
religious convictions, even if they dis-
agree with him,” said Hudson. “People
have yet to be convinced that Kerry is as
sincere.”

Bush frequently invokes religion in his
public remarks and draws strong support
from conservative Christians. 

Kerry doesn’t usually address religion
directly but often casts his policy deci-
sions in terms of moral imperatives rooted
in faith. Asked about his policy differ-
ences with the church, Kerry has said,
“I’m not running to be a Catholic presi-
dent. I’m running to be a president who
happens to be Catholic.” 
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20% OFF
ON ALL CIGARS
The Best Selection of Fine Cigars

See our ad every
Tuesday & Thursday
We beat all prices in
town because we are

in Santa Monica!

1434 Fourth St. 
(between SM. Blvd.

& Boradway)

in Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

Santa Monica TSanta Monica Tobaccoobacco Fine Cigars & Cigarettes

310.393.9592
FREE DELIVERY W/ MINIMUM PURCHASE

Lower Rates & Best Service to Your Destination.

24 Hours Door-to-Door Shuttle Service

COAST SHUTTLE

(800) 449-8267
V  A  N  S

www.coastshuttle.com

Shuttles to All Airports, Piers, & Amusement Parks.
Over 16 Years Experience

TO or FROM
Santa Monica to LAX - $14

Venice to LAX - $12

Reverse Mortgages for Senior Homeowners*

You’ve worked hard to own your home, now let it work for you!

• Receive Payments instead of making them
• Use money for home repairs, buying a car — whatever you choose!
• No repayment due until you sell or vacate your home.

Call Greg Dimich for free brochure: (800) 367-1779
* Must be at least 62 years old. Call for more detailed program information. Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc. originates mortgage loans in New Hampshire under License No.5757 MB for first
mortgages and License No.5768 MHL for first mortgage and is a New Jersey Department of
Banking Licensed Mortgage Banker. 
©2003 Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. All Rights reserved #12892

Jewelery repairs while you wait
Let us restyle your jewelry

Leonel Zepeda
jeweler

over 20 years experience

SSince 1945

1457 4th Street at Broadway 
(1/2 block from the Promenade)

Repair Hours: Tues-Sat 10a.m. — 7p.m.

(310) 451-0727
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Kerry and Bush both looking to be soul survivor
“I’m not running to be a Catholic president.

I’m running to be a president 
who happens to be Catholic.”

— JOHN KERRY
Democratic presidential candidate

DID YOU KNOW?: The mean rainfall in Southern California is 12.5 inches.
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A Former Back pain Sufferer Speaks Out
“I Got Rid of My Back Pain Forever!

Call Toll-Free, 24 Hour Low back
Pain Recorded Message Hotline And

I’ll Reveal My Secret For Free!”
West LA, CA - My back pain was horrible! I
tried everything imaginable to get rid of it but
nothing worked. I tried aspirin at first. But it
didn’t work. It hurt so bad I couldn’t even pick
up my children without wincing from the pain.
I went to my doctor but he told me I would just
have to live with the pain and take muscle
relaxers and painkillers whenever my pain got
bad. But it only got worse! I was about to talk
about surgery until I stumbled upon a free
report offered in my paper which revealed to

me the truth about my back pain and the best

proven way to get rid of it forever! I admit, I

didn’t believe it at all, but I ordered the free

report and I haven’t had one attack of pain in

six months! If you even remotely curious about

ending your suffering, call toll-free 1-888-470-

6044 and listen to the 24-hour recorded mes-

sage to order your own copy of this remarkable

report. Don’t live another day in pain. 

Call Now! It’s Free! 1-888-470-6044.

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

2344 Pico Blvd. 
in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994

Santa Monica

SMDPKK

BY ANGIE WAGNER 
Associated Press Writer 

LAS VEGAS — For 10 years, Bryan
Davis has trudged through dusty construc-
tion sites and prepared new Las Vegas
homes for insulation. Before residents
even move in, he’s off to work in another
neighborhood. He is never unemployed. 

Life is good for construction workers
in Nevada, the fastest-growing state in the
country, where homes are cranked out in
assembly-line fashion. In the past three
years, construction jobs here have
increased by 16,000 or almost 19 percent,
according to estimates of the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics. 

But Nevada is a bright spot in a nation-
al economy that has lost 2.2 million jobs
since President Bush took office in January
2001 — the worst job-creation record of
any president since Herbert Hoover. 

The West has fared slightly better than
the rest of the country, led by job growth
in Alaska, Nevada and Wyoming. From
January 2001 to January 2004, the West’s
job loss was less than half the national
rate, and the West accounted for the top
five states in job growth. 

“It’s some testament to the West that in
general the states have done a little bit
better,” said Richard Wobbekind, an econ-
omist at the University of Colorado-
Boulder. “It shows they have a little bit
more balance than they did in the past.” 

February saw a slight upturn in jobs in
the West that exceeded the national
improvement from the month before, but
the pattern was typical for that time of
year. The 13 Western states added
161,500 jobs, a 0.6 percent increase, top-
ping the country’s 0.4 percent growth. All
but one Western state had increases —
Wyoming lost an estimated 300 jobs.
Alaska had the most robust February
growth rate at 1.4 percent, or 4,100 jobs. 

Colorado had the most dismal job
report — down 97,300 jobs or 4.4 percent
the last three years. The recession and dot-
com fallout hit that state hard — a 26.7
percent loss in information jobs. Colorado,
Oregon, Utah and Washington each lost
jobs in six of nine categories, mostly
because of layoffs in construction, infor-
mation and manufacturing. California and
Idaho had losses in five categories. 

Jobs in manufacturing, information,
natural resources, mining, trade, trans-
portation and utilities are hard to come by
in the West. Colorado, Oregon,
Washington and California are the worst
places to look for a job. 

Utah had a meager job growth of 0.1
percent, but that’s little consolation to
electrician Boyce Christensen of
American Fork, Utah. He’s been out of
work since November and has only
worked 12 months in the past two years. 

He used to earn $23 an hour, but now
borrows from his mother and retirement
savings to make his mortgage payments.
Food comes from a food pantry. He took
away allowances from his four children
and they no longer get birthday presents. 

“I stay busy,” said Christensen, 39.
“I’m doing yard work, planting my gar-
den so I’ve got some more food to eat.” 

Christensen blames his unemployment

on outsourcing of jobs and Bush. 
“I honestly think if we get George

Bush re-elected again we can just wipe
the whole middle class off the United
States,” he said. 

One reason the West had more jobs
than the rest of the country is because it is
less reliant on manufacturing than the
Midwest, said Jeff Chapman, analyst for
the Economic Policy Institute in
Washington, D.C. Washington, Colorado
and California still had substantial losses
in that category, but the West’s job diver-
sity helped it avoid even more. 

So where are the jobs? 
Go West, and put Nevada and

Wyoming at the top of the job hunt. Those
states added jobs during the last three
years in seven of nine sectors. Alaska,
Arizona and Hawaii weren’t far behind —
six of nine industries adding jobs between
January 2001 and January 2004. 

Leisure-hospitality and government
are the main sources of new jobs. Every
Western state except Colorado showed
growth in hospitality jobs. Only Montana
lost government jobs. Many jobs are
fueled by the huge population boom in the
West. From 1990 to 2000, the region had
the largest growth in the country — 19.7
percent, to 63.2 million people. 

“Population growth is probably the No.
1 factor that creates a dynamic economy,”
said Lee McPheters, associate dean at
Arizona State University’s business
school. “What is making the West still
more dynamic than the rest of the country
is people are willing to come to the West
and start anew, perhaps a new business.” 

It’s not gangbusters, he said. But it’s
better than most places. 

But economists say the industries
doing well are ones that don’t pay well. 

“There’s jobs being added in leisure
and hospitality in those states,” Chapman
said. “The jobs that pay better — manu-
facturing and information — those still
haven’t rebounded.” 

After being out of work since May
2003, Steve Brooke, a site acquisition
specialist and right-of-way agent, finally
decided he had to leave Colorado because
there were no jobs in telecommunications.
He’s blown through his savings, lived on
credit cards and taken a truck-driving job
to earn money for Christmas. 

He blames outsourcing of jobs and over-
spending by telecommunication companies. 

“They were just trying to build out so
much faster. There’s just so much fiber
out there, nobody’s using it. They just all
ran out of money.” 

He has started a new job in San Diego,
but the effect of his unemployment lingers. 

“I was once doing really good,”
Brooke said. “I had about $30,000 in sav-
ings and no debt. Now that’s not the case.
We’re about the opposite. I’ve got about
$30,000 in debt.” 

Go West: Loss of jobs
in national economy
hasn’t hurt all states 

Leisure-hospitality and
government are the main

sources of new jobs.
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two 18 hole layouts only 40 minutes from Santa Monica

27734 Sand Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Clubhouse - 661 252-8484 Golf Shop - 661 252-7666

It's Not a Private Club. 
It Just Plays Like One. 

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination
as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs. 

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

BY LESLIE HOFFMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

PALOMAS, Mexico — Santiago waits
on a bench in the town plaza, a small denim
backpack tucked between his feet. Around
him, about two dozen other men also wait,
water jugs and knapsacks in hand. 

Santiago’s hope, like that of others
convened at this staging point just south
of the U.S.-Mexico border, is to find a
“coyote” who can smuggle him north via
a route that holds a growing allure. 

Yes, says the 18-year-old from a small
ranching community in the state of
Guanajuato, there are more popular stag-
ing points to the west where a smuggler
could take him by way of the Arizona
desert. But that doesn’t interest him. 

“Es mejor aqui,” says Santiago, who
will only give his first name, his leg nerv-
ously bouncing. “It’s better here.” 

“Here” is the remote expanse of south-
western New Mexico — thousands of
square miles of buffalo grass and
mesquite brush, dotted by ranches, farms
and a few small towns. “Here” is 180
miles of borderland where New Mexico
and Mexico meet, much of it marked only
by barbed wire and manned by a few cam-
eras, some underground sensors and a
small corps of agents. 

Wedged between the bustling, high-
profile immigrant corridors of Arizona
and Texas, the New Mexico border has
become something of a forgotten middle
child as more money, agents and technol-
ogy get funneled to busier areas. 

Arizona’s Tucson sector, the nation’s
busiest, made 345,543 apprehensions last

year; New Mexico had 48,584 apprehen-
sions statewide. On average, in Arizona as
a whole, an average of about six agents
patrol each mile of border; in New
Mexico, that number is fewer than two. 

New Mexico is “the last, major unfor-
tified stretch of U.S.-Mexico border,” said
Wayne Cornelius, director of the Center
for Comparative Immigration Studies at
the University of California at San Diego. 

Agents and border residents say that an
inevitable shift toward more illegal immi-
gration through New Mexico is under way.
In the first six months of the budget year
that started in October, agents in
Lordsburg apprehended 85 percent more
undocumented immigrants compared with
last year. Deming was up about 10 percent. 

Adding to the momentum of the shift,
they say, was last month’s announcement
of a $10 million U.S. campaign to control
the Arizona-Mexico border — an effort
that will include hundreds more agents and
the first use of unmanned aerial drones. 

“Arizona is putting the pressure for-
ward, but there’s a force behind that and
it’s going to go somewhere,” said Rick
Moody, the patrol agent in charge of the
Border Patrol station at Deming. “What’s
the last place? ... New Mexico.” 

Last summer, concern over immigration
prompted the formation of the Southwest
New Mexico Border Security Task Force.
That panel, which includes law enforce-
ment, government agencies, private busi-
nesses, landowners, and Mexican authori-
ties, issued a report that called for a range
of improvements, from better communica-
tions and surveillance systems to more
officers and new facilities. 

The task force, said Jim Creek, a New
Mexico Border Authority official who
helped set it up, is “acknowledgment that we
have a problem that could get much worse.” 

“The only way we can make it work is
to work together,” says task force member
Bill Miller, a fourth generation rancher
whose land southeast of Rodeo, N.M.,
straddles the New Mexico-Arizona line. 

For now, agents in New Mexico have
had to make do with less, relying on old-
fashioned tactics to supplement the smat-
tering of technology and help from sur-
rounding communities. 

Along the 53-mile stretch patrolled by
Deming agents, for example, there are
seven camera towers, all erected several
years ago. They have helped account for
more than 62,000 apprehensions along
that stretch since 1999, and more cameras
are on the way. There are also scattered
underground seismic, magnetic and
infrared sensors and permanent barriers
built in some areas to block cars from
driving across the line. 

But in the Bootheel — sparsely popu-
lated ranchland tucked into the southwest-
ern corner of the state — agents have no
cameras or barriers. There, the Lordsburg
station’s 52 agents are responsible for 81
miles of border and the 3,000 square miles
north of it. 

Leaning out the window of a four-
wheel Border Patrol vehicle, Patrick
Musante’s eyes fix on the parched desert
terrain that hugs the dirt road. He slowly
scans the dirt south of Rodeo, a small
town that has become a stop where illegal
crossers catch rides to hub cities like
Tucson, Phoenix and Albuquerque. 

He calls this “cutting sign,” Border
Patrol lingo for looking for tracks left by
vehicles or people. 

“We do the best we can,” says
Musante. “We come out here, and we
work a lot of hours and drive a lot of
miles, but there’s just so much of it.” 

Unlike other states, New Mexico does
not have the urban centers on either side
of the border that attract smugglers look-
ing to build an operation — the sparse
number of hotels and businesses serving
as a deterrent. 

But smugglers are finding ways around
that. Several old school buses serve as a
shuttle between Palomas and a little vil-
lage called Las Chepas, about 20 miles
west. From the village’s old, abandoned
homes, immigrants collect and head north
to cross nearby or walk west to cross
through New Mexico’s Bootheel. 

The lack of development on the U.S. side
can work to smugglers’ advantage, agents
note. They have an open range in which they
can operate with little fear of detection. 

A latticework of highways and dirt
roads that crisscross New Mexico’s bor-
der area provides necessary transportation
routes out of the region. 

It’s those miles of roads that
Lordsburg’s agents comb for tracks. Their
territory officially encompasses the
Bootheel but often unofficially spills over
the Arizona border to help Douglas agents
to the west and Deming agents to the east
apprehend migrants. 

Some agents have noticed increasingly
aggressive efforts to gain passage to the
United States.

New Mexican border no longer the forgotten middle child
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By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly
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*50% OFF INITIAL VISIT
*First Time patients only. Most insurance and P.I. cases accepted.

Seek Relief with
Herbs &

Acupuncture

SANTA MONICA
2901 Ocean Park Blvd. Ste#126

310-399-4043

Michael Vercos L.A.c.

WEST HOLLYWOOD
606 N. Westmont Dr.
310-659-1959

Suffering from Joint Pain
and Fibromyalgia?

FAMILY PRACTICE
J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

$595 Lunch Special
Choose 2 Select Items (served w/ Miso Soup)

Available from 11a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sushi & Roll Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. April. 30, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘97 BMW 328i

Convert, Super Clean Low Miles vin#T98113 $18,000 

This Week’s Special

Vehicles for sale’98 Ford Windstar GL
65K miles, Loaded
7PSNGR, Rear A/C
Vin#E29506 $7,495

’96 Saturn SC2 Coupe
Loaded, Exceptional Cond.

Vin#113113 $3,495

’98 Ford Explorer XLT
4.0 SOHC, 4x4, 69K miles

Vin#A23720 $10,995

’99 Ford Explorer
2-Wheel Dr., Loaded
48K original miles

Vin#C87039 $9,995

’96 Mercury Cougar XR-7
51K orig. miles, CD
Blue w/ gray leather
Vin#604149 $5,995

ALL INVENTORY HAS CAR FAX
BUY-BACK GUARANTEE

’98 Volvo S70 T5 Sedan
White w/tan leather int.

Low miles, Loaded
Vin#434358 $11,995

’99 Mercury Cougar Coup
Green w/ Gray Int. Moon,

Spoiler, Alloys
Vin#621050 $4,995

Sales/Excellent Service Dept.
11267 Venice Blvd., L.A. (between Sepulveda & Sawtelle)

www.grandprixsales.com

310-397-2121
Serving Your Family for 21 Years

LBMG
Local Boy Makes Good

Vehicles for sale

Employment
$500-$2500 WEEKLY make 
money everytime someone 
buys groceries.
www.ucanshop4less.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
for Santa Monica office 
management P/T, business 
minded, mult-task including let-
ters, computer, phones, filing & 
showing vacant units.
310-289-0499

ARE YOU A REPUBLICAN? 
OR MAYBE JUST A 
CENTERIST WITH COMMON 
SENSE?Either way, there aren't 
enough of you telling the 
community what your opinion is.
The Daily Press is seeking col-
umnists to help balance its
editorial pages. Applicants must 
be Santa Monica residents, or 
work here.Please submit writing 
samples to Carolyn 
Sackariason, 1427 Third St., 
Suite 202, Santa Monica, Calif.
90403, or e-mail to 
sack@smdp.com

ASSISTANT COOK for busy 
catering company 
w/4yrs/exp. must have 
professional appearance 
fax resume 310-649-0264

BEAUTY STYLISTS for 
Fantastic Sam’s in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9hr and up.
310-890-1222

BRENTWOOD APARTMENT
Manager team, 33 units 
experienced, maintenance 
person, 2+2  Fax Resume
310-471-3123

DENTAL OFFICE Manager 
Brentwood, Experienced, 
Professional attitude/attire busy 
front desk,dentrix/collections & 
insurance experience.
310-820-4952

Employment
CARETAKER: LOOKING for 
kind & intelligent person for 
seniors in Santa Monica home.
Must live-in home and be able 
to spend time in second home 
in Illinois. Call Mike, 
310-993-2030

CASHIERS FT/PT Pure Foods
1820 Wilshire Blvd. -EOE-
310-828-0030

DENTAL ASSISTANT needed 
for Santa Monica office. Experi-
enced F/T Mon-Fri Call Nicole
310-828-7429

DENTAL ASSISTANT needed 
for Westside Dental office F/T-
M-F-8-5 must have x-ray 
license. 310-902-7352

DENTAL FRONT Office 
position filing, telephone,
computer skills, F/T, call Nicole
310-828-7429

DRIVER CLEAN record for 
busy catering company food 
delivery professional 
appearance 310-649-0906 
fax resume 310-649-0264

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up 
non-profit organization. Work 
from home. $350/wk. potential 
call Manny (310)753-4909.

GAS STATION Boat Dock 
needs PT/FT for MDR Harbor
call Randy or Sue 
310-823-2444

NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their 
Sales Department!! Flexible 
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn 
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at 
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our 
website: goymt.com

Employment
GET YOUR start at Santa 
Monica's only daily newspaper.
The Daily Press newsroom is 
seeking summer interns and 
news clerks. Please submit 
resumes to Carolyn 
Sackariason, 1427 Third St., 
Suite 202, Santa Monica, Calif.
90403,or e-mail to 
sack@smdp.com

P/T HOURS Between 8-6 M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 ext.4# Andrea

PART-TIME ASSISTANT
COMPUTER LITERATE 4 
HOURS PER DAY CALL 
818-587-3154 FOR DETAILS

RETAIL/AREA MANAGER :
Chain of Jr. Trendy clothing 
stores seeking area manager.
Traveling required,  
merchandising & minimum 2yrs
experience. Please call 
310-638-9938

SALES REP. F/T Natural
Product Broker L.A/O.C Area,
Sales experience a plus! 
Salary+. Fax Resume
818-509-2455

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day.
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car.
Near Venice/Robertson.
(310)253-9091

SALES: 44 year old Forbes 500 
Ranked Affiliate CO. is looking 
for sales pros to keep pace with 
rising gold market. Top earners 
make 300k+. Full benefits. No 
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa 
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com 
or call (310)319-0313.

SANTA MONICA Office 
Manager/Admin.Assistant/
Bookkeeper, Property  
Management Experience 
Necessary Fax Resume   
310-471-3123

TANNING SALON seeks p/t  
sales associate.
Send resume to 
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

UPSCALE BEVERLY Hills area
Jeweler seeks F/T salesperson
w/following salary+comm.
bonus+401K please fax resume
415-399-1994

For Sale

BIRD CAGES for large birds, 
Parrots, Macaws, etc., 5ft. sign
on rollers, $150-300
Small bird cages, $25
Also, encyclopedia set good as 
new, $50  310-394-4837

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck 
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty, 
never used. Can deliver worth 
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

WEST L.A.YARD SALE  8500 
W. AIRDROME ST./LA 
CIENEGA 10AM KIRBY VAC-
UUM, $65 Brother Typewriter 
$35, Records33 1/3 300 
$700,Wheelchair$125, 
Picture/Paintings 30 $3,000,
‘84 Toyota as is $700, 27-inch 
T.V. $100, A/C 7,000 BTU #85  
310-278-1683

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,

(ID#A29098) $15,995

’00 Isuzu Rodeo S Sport
V6, Auto, Tilt, Cruise
(ID#4337000) $8,995 

’99 Dodge Quad Cab
Pick Up, Oversize Tires &
Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp

(ID#610134) 

’99 Ford Explorer 
Red, A/C, Leather

(ID#71978) $10,995 

’97 Ford Ranger 
Supercab, 4x4, Auto, Alloys

(ID#PA09009) $7,995 

’02 Chevy Tahoe LT 
(ID#R193678) $23,895

’02 Ford Sport Track 
Low Miles, V6, P/W, P/L, Tilt,

Cruise, Tonueau Cover
(ID#2UD41782) $19,995 

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

1986 TOYOTA Corolla 4-door
Sedan, Excellent condition 
150K miles- MUST SEE! $900 
OBO 310-582-1948

Vehicles for sale

‘92 LEXUS ES-300 Fully loaded
black w/tan leather, 1 owner, 
83k miles, $6750-Private party
310-453-4304

’94 JAGUAR XJ6 
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$8,995

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super

clean low miles $18,000

’98 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN LE

VIN 530531  $9000

’98 DODGE NEON
Low Miles VIN 640904  $4,995

‘01 GEM ELECTRIC CAR
Street Legal VIN 014692

$5,995

’02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

Street Legal VIN 105861
$5,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(888) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

OVERSTOCKED
You the public can
benefit. Make any
reasonable offer
and you can drive
away in a certified
preown Lexus, VW
or other makes.

2000 PASSAT GLX
4-Door Sedan, Automatic

A/C, Moon Roof, Leather

(226595)

2003 LEXUS ES 300
4-Door Sedan, Low Miles,

Moon Roof (117527)

Vehicles for sale

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION 
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical 
response method, 
(songs/games) ADULTS 
Communicative grammar and 
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001
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ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE
GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach ◆ Pedestrian Lifestyle ◆ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833
*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

For Rent

Vehicles for sale

HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

Monumental
Savings!
’01 SOLARA SE

Silver, 30K miles 
(1C422701) $11,995

’99 CAMRY LE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(X0171768) $10,995

’96 EXPLORER
4x4, Leather, Loaded
(7UC42665) $6,995

’01 CAMRY LE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

(10542371) $11,995

‘98 ESCORT ZX2
Moon Roof, Alloys

(WR105686) $3,995

’99 4RUNNER
V6 LOADED

(X0111042) $14,995

’01 COROLLA LE
Auto, Silver, 36K miles

(1Z517041) $9,995

AD EXPIRES 4/30/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Wanted
PIANO TEACHER Wanted, 
looking for a patient piano 
teacher for lesons in my home 
in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

For Rent
2+1.5 UNIT in Venice Duplex.
New carpet, W/D hookups, 2 
car parking, large eat-in kitchen, 
dining room,great light. $1495
310-466-9256

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1, $1850, 
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit, 
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT  INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.

HOME IN Marina Del Rey, 3+2
with private yard, shed and 
automatic gate that contains 
three cars. The house itself has 
hardwood floors and a full 
kitchen with a  dishwasher and 
outdoor laundry on a patio.
$2850  310-466-9256

MAR VISTA, $1795/mo 
Spacious 3bd/3ba 2-car 
parking,Security, stove/fridge,
no pets 310-559-9896 before 
8pm-Studio avail. $720

MAR VISTA, 2+1. Large unit 
with new carpeting and paint.
The unit has just been 
refreshed. McLaughlin becomes 
Barrington so there is easy ac-
cess to Westwood. $1075 
310-466-9256

MDR ADJ. Architectural, 
Updated1920’s Arts & crafts 
bungalow, light & airy,one 
bedroom & Den/Office.Kitchen 
with stove,dishwasher & 
laundry room.Hardwood floors, 
Beam ceilings,Sky lights.
Extensive beautifully 
landscaped gardens,generous 
covered Entertainment Patio, 
Security, Fenced, gated 
property, 2-car parking. Perfect 
condition. $2200/mo 1year 
lease,   310-820-5077

MDR LARGE 3+2, W/D, 
refridgerator, fieplace, 2-car ga-
rage, steps to sand, pets ok!
$3500/mo 310-577-0015

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated 
building with gated, 
subterranean parking, AC, 
newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng, 
1 year lease,no pets $1400
Mike 310-578-9729

MDR PENNINSULA. Very large
2bd, 2ba with balcony, 
incredible canal view, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove. 2 car park-
ing, 1 year lease, no pets.
$2000  310-466-9256

MDR/ADJ 3+1 1/2, dishwasher
w/d hookups, garage,stove,
jacuzzi tub, fireplace, beautiful!
No pets $1800/mo 
310-410-1999

PAC.PALISADES, 2BD/1BA
Refurbished, private entry,
lower,hardwood floors, W&D, 
bright, parking, storage, pet 
friendly, $1,995/mo
310-454-0687

PALMS/WEST L.A. 2BD,1 1/2 
BA,  Upper, safe neighborhood, 
gated building, r/s, parking, 
ceiling fan, no pets. $1100/mo
310-923-0587

PDR 2+1 3/4, upper, large, 
closets, r/s, blinds, small 
building, no/pets, no/smoking.
$1425/mo/1yr lease 
310-338-1311

PDR SPACIOUS 2+1, lovely 
hilltop residential area, lots of 
closets, r/s, no pets $1395/mo
310-822-3144

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo.
1248 11th Street unit  F  2BD 
1.5BA  blinds,carpet,laundry,
parking no pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA $2400  
Walk to beach, great apt. to 
share,Spacious, 3bd2ba,hard-
wood floors,new appliances,
7-unit building,  310-399-1273

SANTA MONICA $2750/mo 
front unit, condo w/garden, 2bd 
2ba, built-in kitchen, garage,
Mike  626-482-0787

SANTA MONICA : $1580/mo, 
2bd 1.5ba Upper, Double en-
closed garage,fresh paint, water 
paid   (818)222-5683 .

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s, 
patio, yard, new paint, lg 
closets, prkng, quiet, $870
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Guest House,
pet ok, r/s, yard, ceramic tile, m 
to m, prkng, $1100
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Penthouse 
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba+loft, 
dining, living, balcony, built-ins, 
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

For Rent
SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt 
rm, dog ok, crpt, pvt entry, 
prkng, util incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt 
rm, r/s, balcony, crpt, laundry, 
m to m, $534
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Townhouse
2+1.5, 1214 Idaho Ave.
Redone, 1 car garage, laundry 
on-site, will consider pets
$2195/mo  310-869-0468
www.howardmanagement.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, lower, 
pet ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs, laundry, 
yard, prkng, $1400
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA$2400/mo 
833 5th St.#201,2BD 2BA
Stove,d/w,blinds,carpet,laundry,
pool,intercom entry, gated tan-
dem parking. No pets.
310-393-2547

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s, 
patio, gated, crpt, laundry, m to 
m, util incld, $800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, pet ok, crpt, 
new appliances, 5 unit blg, 
quiet, near frwys, $1450
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, balcony, 
hrdwd flrs, new painted, 
porch,garage, m to m, $1350
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, new crpt, 
laundry, 1/2 block to beach, 
ocean view, $795
www.wetsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, new 
crpt, front unit, just painted, 
near shops, prkng, $975
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA-BRAND New 
Building,1BD/1BA, 2BD/2BA, &
3BD/2BA Townhouse  
$1200-$2600 NewAppliances, 
Patio,Parking   818-571-6001

SM  $1750/MO Spacious 
2bdrm, 1.5ba. 2-Story Town-
house Apartment w/2-car 
closed garage.
18th St. near SM Blvd 
Security building, ample clos-
ets, private patio, wetbar, fire-
place,appliances, 
Info: (310)828-4481.

SM 2+1, Near beach, D/W, 
fridge, laundry, new carpet/paint
$2200/mo first,last+deposit, no 
pets. 310-314-3197

TOWNHOUSE CONDO
3+2 1/2, $2100/mo 1838 Barry 
Ave. #2. Stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, fireplace, balcony, 
dining room, carpets, blinds, 
intercom entry, 2car gated 
parking spaces, no pets 
310-578-7512

VENICE BEACH large 1 bd,1ba
with new paint, carpet and 1 car
parking off street. Close to 
beach and restaurants, pool, 
laundry, 1 year lease, no pets
$1100. Aaron 310-823-0 354

VENICE, 2BD 2BA, $1950/mo,
w/balcony, 1 block to beach, 
d/w,washer/dryer in unit! No 
pets 310-391-7362

Venice: $875/mo 501 N. Venice 
3 Singles, carpets, laundry, 
utilities paid,no pets.
(310)574-6767.

W. LA 1 Large 1bd/1ba 
$950/mo. Hardwood floors, 
venetian blinds, walk-in closets
310-826-3360

WEST HOLLYWOOD 1+1
8 UNIT building, spacious lower 
apt., waher/dryer, AC, refrigera-
tor, stove, dishwasher, gas fire-
place, gated building, gated 
parking, blinds, wood/carpet/
vinyl, balcony, good closets, 
close to shopping, w/c pets
$1275     310-271-7064

WLA $1175 OCEANVIEW & 
Breezes. larger 1 bedroom, Top 
of hill, private driveway, upper, 
front (310)390-4610.

For Rent
WESTCHESTER, 2+1 Total 
Remodel w/d hookups, fridge, 
garage, yard, excellent location,
no pets $1495/mo 
310-521-8828

WESTWOOD, 2BD2BA, free 
A/C,hot/cold water, 2 parking 
spaces, new bath & kitchen, 
pool/spa, w/d, lg balcony 
$1995/mo  818-780-5758

Houses For Rent
2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th 
Street, new paint & blinds, 
carpet. $1200/mo  NO PETS
310-532-3876

Roommates
2BD 1BA SUITE Large private 
home, kitchen to share.
References,male preferred 
310-478-5860 After 10am 
$850/mo

ROOMMATE WANTED Beach 
Front $1500/mo share bath. All 
utilities included No pets, n/s
Darren 310-459-8256

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial Of-
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140sq/ft  $2200/mo. & 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can 
combine. D.Keasbey 
(310)477-3192

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

TWO OFFICES for rent . Cen-
tral Towers Bldg, 1424 4th 
Street $500 Includes utilities 
.(310)276-3313.

WILSHIRE IN Santa Monica 
Retail 1000 sq/ft $3per/sq ft.
Office 1000 & 1200sq/ft $1.80
per sq./ft 310-476-5511

Real Estate

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1040 
Remax

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN
Payment Lovely 3bd 2ba 
homes. Quiet streets,$750K-
1.2M Free recorded message 
800-577-7489ext3001 Keller 
Williams Realty Sunset

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA
1224 12th St. $1495

Front upper 2 bed, 1.5 bath,
balcony, laundry room

828 11th St.  $1650
Upper 2 bed, 1.5 baths,

new carpet, balcony, 
near Montana

928 4th St. $1695
Lower 2 bed, 1.75 baths, new

carpet & blinds balcony

WEST  LA/
BRENTWOOD/
MAR  VISTA
1661 Sawtelle, 

WLA, $550
Lower bachelor, fridge &
hot plate, laundry room

1219 Granville,
WLA, $895

Lower single, hardwood floors,
stove & fridge, near Wilshire

11905 Avon, 
Mar Vista, $900

Upper 1 bed, dishwasher,
gas stove & fridge, 

gated parking

12246 Montana,
BW, $1850

2 bed, 2 bath, gated entry 
& parking, dishwasher, 

air condition

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

COME SHOP AT DAYBREAK
DESIGNS! A grass-roots 
business for women in 
transition. Quality hand-made 
arts & crafts in time for Mother’s 
Day.Daybreak Shelter Friday, 
April 30, 11am-7pm & Saturday 
May 1, 11am-7pm 1610 7th St.
& Colorado 310-450-0650



SONIA WILLIAMS
*Psychic*

*Spiritual Clairvoyant*
*Palm Reader*
*Fortune Teller*

310.278.5099

PersonalsMassage
Local Therapist looking to 
TRADE non-sexual bodywork 
with other therapist. Paul
310-741-1901

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements

Educational Commission for
Foreign Medical Graduates®

In 2004, a clinical skills examination will
become part of the United States Medical
Licensing Examination™ (USMLE™), the
examination program for medical licensure
in the United States.  The new exam will
require medical students and graduates to
interact with “standardized patients”, people
trained to portray real patients, perform a
physical examination, and communicate
findings to patients and colleagues.  The
clinical skills exam will be administered at
centers in several cities in the United States.

The Los Angeles Clinical Skills 
Evaluation Center is currently recruiting for

the following positions:

Standardized Patients
Standardized Patients are trained to portray
real medical patients to evaluate the clinical
skills of doctors.  This is a part-time as need-
ed position, pays $18/hr. and requires excel-
lent English skills.  

Senior Proctors
Senior Proctors are responsible for training
proctors, preparing test materials and serv-
ing as Administrators on Duty.  This position
requires attention to detail, excellent organi-
zation and public speaking skills, and the
ability to work with a diverse population.
This is a part-time position that pays $15/hr
with pro-rated health ins. benefits.

Proctors
Proctors oversee and direct examinees in
accordance with established policies and
procedures.  This position requires attention
to detail, excellent organization and public
speaking skills, and interaction with a
diverse population.  This is a part-time posi-
tion that pays $14/hr.

Control Room Operators
Control Room Operators are responsible for
the videotaping, timekeeping and monitor-
ing of camera operation during exams.
Control Room Operators must have basic
knowledge of audio-visual equipment.  This
is a part-time position that pays $12/hr.

For more information, please contact
ECFMG® at (310) 426-2383 and indicate

the desired position.  

ECFMG® is an equal opportunity employer.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

Business Opps
CLEANERS & Tailoring Agency 
in Santa Monica for sale by 
owner 310-392-6160

Yard Sales
HUGE YARD SALE! Craft 
supplies & beads,great vintage 
stuff, two day-beds. 1117 2nd 
St. 9am-1pm

MOVING SALE 2721 2nd 
Street, Santa Monica between
Hill St. & Ashland 9-12noon

Health/Beauty

In Home Care &
House Cleaning
Professional Service with 

a personal touch
BLUE SKY SERVICE AGENCY

(310) 655-4002
www.blueskyserviceagency.com

BRAIDS!
HAIR EXTENSIONS!

Full Service Salon Open 
7days/week  specializing in 

Caucasian & Asian Hair
5364 W. Adams Blvd.

braidsbysabrina.com
323-937-8870

GET THE VERY BEST FOOD!
The Vital Zuman weekly farm 
box. 310-457-1084

Fitness

*EXERCISE*
W O W W W!

“NEW! IN BOXES!”
Treadmill Space Saver,$372
OBO. Recumbent Bike, 
Stationary or Upright Bike, 
$262 Each. 310-729-2022

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Personals

Psychic
Readings

by Armand

Specializing in
Reuniting Soulmates

Restores relationships fast.
Tells past, present and future.
Palm & Tarot Card Readings.

(310) 556-0934 or
(310) 203-9557

Obituaries

Leon Hyatt
WE HAVE learned
that Leon Hyatt, a
long time business-
man of the Santa

Monica West Side Area passed
away, Monday April 5th from an
un-named, un-known lung
disease.  Leon Hyatt opend the
Arsenal Restaurant & Lounge in
1960.  He added a successful
Sports Bar in January 2000, just
months before retiring to the San
Fernando Valley.  Mr. Hyatt was
a veteran of WW II in the
Asiatic-Pacific Theatre, where he
served in the Army Occupation
of Japan.  Leon is survived by
his wife Ginny, and daughters,
Katrina Roberts, Cynthia
Roberts, and Mona Bradley, as
well as eight grand-children.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer

Business and Residential
Experienced • Reliable • Affordable

Training • Networking • Hardware • Web Design • Software

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) 989-6677

ACCOUNTING CYCLE Taxes!
Taxes! Call for your free tax or-
ganizer today! 310-740-1390
Pin#P00260949

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworking
Mouldings • Decks • Windows 

Doors • Remodeling • Repair • Carpentry

310-428-1602

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

J&G PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates

References Available
Greg: 310-391-4362•Joe: 310-403-6247

Give your house a facelift for spring!

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

WOOD FENCING
Decks & Carpentry

All Work Guaranteed

Call Joe Gomez at
310-327-0599
Pager 310-796-3501

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills 

(310) 281-2282
www.errandsetc.biz 

Expert Mold
Inspection,

Investigation
& Remediation

THE MOLD EXPERTS

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOUSECLEANING SERVICE,
Homes, Apartments, Offices & 
Condos. Vacant/Construction & 
Professional. Honest & 
Excellent References Please 
CALL 213-977-4943 or 
213-247-3674

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing, 
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service  310-686-8505

STAR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Deep Cleaning

2 Bdrm — $39 • 5 Room — $89
up to 800 sq. ft.

White, Off-White, Berber, Commercial.
Soiled Carpet Additional Cost.
323.871.2347 • 323.463.3488

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

RAYTELCO
V O I C E  &  D A T A

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

MULTI LINE PHONE SYSTEMS  
DSL • DATE CABLING
CATV • OUTLETS • T-1

VOICE MAIL • CAT-5E WIRING
MOVES, ADDS, CHANGES

AND REPAIRS

Raymond Van Alphen
Field Technician

310-451-9515
Pager: 310-841-8595

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

Business Services
DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra  
300-2100/wk? Working 10 
Hours a Week? Call 
323-632-1234

High-Speed Internet Access
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

$20 PER MONTH Residential

• No Contract
• Includes Email and 

Webspace

• 1-Month Trial

www.NoCatNetworks.com • sales@nocatnetworks.com

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home.Computer tune-up, 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Quickbooks, internet navigation, 
software installation. PO Sale 
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST 

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

■ Repairs
■ Upgrades
■ Set-up

■ Training
■ Networking
■ Wireless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

Obituaries

Computer Services

SERVICE DIRECTORY

DANIEL BYRAM MAY

A joyous service in honor of beloved
son and brother, Daniel Byram May,
will be held on his 29th Birthday,
Tuesday April 27th, 2004 at 10:30am
at the Windmill Chapel of Self-
Realization Fellowship Lake Shrine
at 17190 Sunset Blvd, Pacific
Palisades 90272. (Use the  first
entrance up Sunset from PCH). All
who knew Daniel are invited to this
celebration of a life notable for com-
passion, cordiality, courage, humility,
service, scholarship, patriotism, and
devotion to God. Daniel skipped two
grades, graduated with honors in
Physics, received the Chancellors
service award, provided leadership
for the undergraduate Physics society
at UCLA, and played Clarinet at the
Rose Bowl with the UCLA marching
band. He was also a very dedicated
teacher, who took nine Compton ESL
students to Disneyland in a limo-
suine. He started an internet newspa-
per (Angels Weekly.com) which
showcased good things happening in
the LA area. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation in Daniel’s honor
to Self-Realization fellowship where
Daniel served as camp counselor,
Sunday school teacher, choir member
and audio/visual crew member.
Following the service, the celebration
will continue at a reception in Malibu.

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

YOUR AD
HERE
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ WINDHOEK, Namibia — Namibian government
officials were surprised to learn that Michael Jackson
wouldn’t be arriving Friday as they had thought.

An American organization claiming to represent
Jackson, St. Louis-based Adventure in Africa Tours, had
sent a letter to President Sam Nujoma saying the singer
planned to visit Namibia as part of a 12-day African cul-
tural tour.

A meeting was scheduled for Jackson with the presi-
dent at noon, Nujoma’s personal assistant, Andre
Hashiyana, said Friday.

However, Jackson spokeswoman Raymone K. Bain
said the travel company had acted without the singer’s
permission.

“I guess we will do our due diligence to look into
how this happened,” she said by telephone from
Washington. “These things do happen quite often. There
are a lot of misrepresentations and misinformation.”

Bain noted that Jackson couldn’t leave the United
States because he had turned in his passport to Santa
Barbara County prosecutors in California as a condition
of his release after he pleaded innocent to child molesta-
tion charges. A pretrial hearing in the case is scheduled
April 30.

“It is so awful how innocent people can be taken in
by people who will just run with things without having
the proper authorization to do so,” she said.

An official reached at Adventure in Africa Tours main-
tained a trip had been planned but fell through. She did-
n’t know why and did not give her name. The company’s
director was not immediately available for comment.

News of the supposed visit had made headlines in
this southern African country. It would have been
Jackson’s third trip to Namibia, where he’s immensely

popular and gets a reception usually accorded visiting
heads of state.

■ PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Patriots coach Bill
Belichick told Brown University students to appreciate
their college experiences during a lecture with ESPN
anchor Chris Berman.

Belichick and Berman also sang to a college student
for his birthday Thursday night during the fourth annu-
al Casey Shearer Memorial Lecture, which brings jour-
nalists to campus each year.

“As you move forward in life, you’re not going to
have as much time to develop friendship as you do
now,” Belichick said. “A lot of people treat you a certain
way because they’re working for something.”

When a student asked about the team’s contract dis-
pute with veteran cornerback Ty Law, Belichick refused
to comment.

“Are you a correspondent for The (Boston) Globe?”
Belichick asked. “What, are you kidding me?” Berman,
a 1977 Brown graduate, joked with the often-casual
Belichick about wearing a suit for the lecture. He also
said Belichick made him look good because the Patriots
won the Super Bowl, fulfilling Berman’s prediction
from the start of the 2003 season.

■ COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Tens of thou-
sands of people waving red-and-white Danish flags
cheered Queen Margrethe Friday as she appeared on the
palace balcony to mark her 64th birthday, flanked by
members of the royal family, including Crown Prince
Frederik and his Australian fiancee,Mary Donaldson.

Well-wishers shouting “hurrah” had gathered outside
Amalienborg Castle for the customary changing of the
guards that preceded Margrethe’s birthday appearance.

Frederik and Donaldson — in a stylish dark blue jack-

et and a white skirt; Prince Henrik, Margrethe’s husband;
and their youngest son, Prince Joachim, and his wife,
Princess Alexandra, surrounded the popular monarch.

Frederik and Donaldson will wed May 14 at
Copenhagen’s Lutheran cathedral.

On Friday, Defense Minister Svend Aage Jensby
announced that Frederik had been promoted to senior
commander in the navy and to lieutenant colonel in the
army and air force.

■ LOS ANGELES — Slave to women’s fashion
that he is, David Duchovny jokes that he wishes he
could have put on a dress for the new drag-queen com-
edy “Connie and Carla.”

“I was kind of disappointed when I saw I was going
to be the literal straight guy,” said Duchovny, who co-
stars with screenwriter Nia Vardalos and Toni Collette in
the movie. “That there wasn’t going to be that scene
where I come out in a dress, which I was hoping for,
lobbying and campaigning for.”

Duchovny plays the brother of a drag queen who
finds himself oddly attracted to Vardalos’ character — a
singer hiding out from mobsters by posing as a man in a
drag-queen revue.

Before he became a star as FBI agent Fox Mulder on
“The X-Files,” Duchovny had some experience with
women’s clothing, playing another FBI guy on “Twin
Peaks.” Duchovny had a recurring role as a cross-dress-
ing agent in the early 1990s series.

Duchovny brought in a tape of himself in women’s
clothes on “Twin Peaks” for his co-workers to watch
while making “Connie and Carla.”

“All I remember from my personal experience is that
it’s really uncomfortable what women have to wear,”
Duchovny, 43, told The Associated Press. “It’s all tight,
it’s kind of confining. It’s no fun.”

Jackson leaves president eating with man in mirror

DID YOU KNOW?: A grand piano can be played faster than an upright (spinet) piano.


