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Hacky sack could be
banned from the
Promenade
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Some business owners say a friendly
outdoor sport is the root of many evils on
the Third Street Promenade.

So they have suggested that the city
ban “hacky sack,” a popular game played
with a round bean bag, from the outdoor
mall.

As part of its on-going efforts to
address public safety issues on the
Promenade, a small committee of
Bayside District Corporation board mem-
bers is looking at ways the city, police
department and maintenance workers can
address many business owners’ worries.

One of their concerns is that people
kicking around hacky sacks are causing a
public nuisance. Sometimes, the hacky
sack hits pedestrians strolling by.
Occasionally, it thumps against storefront
windows, business owners say.

Business owners claim the group’s
play deters residents and shoppers from
sitting on benches in the center court —
which is in the middle of the Promenade,
directly across from the food court.

“What we’re doing is looking at more
ways to open up the space to the public,”
said Kathleen Rawson, Bayside’s execu-
tive director. “If people are playing hacky
sack there, you probably would feel less
inclined to walk through the center
court.”

The committee also is considering
removing the benches in the center court
and erecting a tent where various city
restaurants could set up food stands.

At a meeting last week, the committee
played a video tape to City Attorney
Marsha Moutrie, Police Chief James T.
Butts, Jr. and Mayor Pro Tem Kevin
McKeown that showed a group of youths
in the center court of the Promenade
kicking around a hacky sack.

The group had left their backpacks
strewn about the ground, along with other
larger bags and belongings, officials said.

Moutrie told the business owners that
constitutionally, the city cannot pass

It’s not all fun and games on outdoor mall

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
A group of youths play hacky sack in center court on the Third Street Promenade
Tuesday. Some want the sport banned because of public safety issues.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Local police are looking for a man
that may be linked to two armed rob-
beries in the past four days.

A black man, between the ages of 18-
22, 5’ 10”, and 170 pounds with black hair
styled in corn rows, has been described as
a possible suspect in armed robberies at
Ladd’s Liquor Store on 10th Street and
Broadway, and at The Slice on Ninth
Street and Wilshire Boulevard.

At about 8:15 p.m. on Monday, two
black males went into Ladd’s Liquor, held
the owner at gunpoint and demanded
money from the cash register. They took
$200 and fled east on Broadway before
ducking into a nearby alley. A third sus-
pect was waiting in a vehicle, described as
a dark-colored early 1990s Nissan. 

On Saturday at about 8:32 p.m., two
men came into The Slice, looked at the
pizza shop’s menu before holding the
store’s owner, Matt Aminoff, at gunpoint.
They made off with an unknown amount
of cash and fled east on Wilshire, before
ducking into an alley.

“Detectives are looking at these two
incidents to determine if the suspects are
the same,” said Santa Monica Police Lt.
Frank Fabrega. “We are looking at the
possibility.”

Aminoff said armed robberies seem to
be on the rise in Santa Monica. He has
taken measures to prevent such a disturb-
ing experience from happening again.

“We have implemented new policies
in here and strategies on how to avoid this
in the future,” he said. “It’s a community
problem and I’m not sure the people in
Santa Monica know this is going on. This
happens much more often than people
think — whether that’s a business owner
or the man on the street. 

“The police are doing a great job to
enforce the laws and capture these peo-
ple,” Aminoff said. “They were here
almost immediately and they really have
done everything to find these people.”

Police in surrounding cities have been
alerted to the suspects’ descriptions,
Fabrega said.

Anyone with information about either
incident should call SMPD’s robbery/hom-
cide division at (310) 458-8451.

Ruling makes SM’s
legal case against Shell
Oil, Arco stronger
By staff and wire reports

SAN FRANCISCO — The same oil
companies accused of polluting Santa
Monica’s drinking water were found
guilty of dumping toxins into Lake
Tahoe, a jury ruled Monday.

A San Francisco jury has found three
oil companies responsible for polluting
Lake Tahoe groundwater with the gaso-
line additive MTBE. It also found that
two of them were aware of the chemical’s
dangers but withheld that information.

Shell Oil, Lyondell Chemical Co.,
which was formerly Arco, and Tosco
Corp., were found responsible for pollu-

tion. The San Francisco Superior Court
jury found Monday that MTBE is a
defective product and that Shell and
Lyondell withheld information about the
chemical.

Two years ago Santa Monica sued 18
refiners, manufacturers and suppliers of
MTBE and MTBE-laden gasoline for
allowing the chemical to leak into its
ground water. Two of the oil companies
are Shell Oil Co. and Arco.

The city will seek damages, though the
cost of cleaning up the ground water has
been estimated to cost more than $200
million.

The pollution closed seven of Santa
Monica’s 11 wells, forcing the city to
import about 80 percent of the 12 million
gallons of water it uses a day from out-
side sources. Until the ground water is
cleaned up, the oil companies are paying

Oil companies guilty of
polluting groundwater

See MTBE, page 3

See HACKY SACK, page 3

Police investigating
local armed robberies



LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Think in terms of gaining a new per-
spective rather than lecturing on what you already
know. Others might be intimidating on some level.
Sign up for that course. There is no such thing as
knowing too much. A boss appreciates your finan-
cial insight. Tonight: Curl up with a good book.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Another has a lot of feedback for you.
Let go of defensiveness and listen. Remember to
include this person in your thinking process; after
all, it all began with him or her. Your imagination
could take you to the next level. Recognize your
limits, within reason. Tonight: Let another know
just how much you appreciate him or her.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ You’ll be much happier if you let oth-
ers seek you out. Because you’re generally the
energizing force, others don’t have to take the ini-
tiative as much as you would like, be it profes-
sionally or personally. Let someone come to you.
Tonight: Go along with a pal’s ideas. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ You might be more enthusiastic about
work if you live your life a little more. Many sur-
round you who would like to be part of your
social life. Do yourself a favor — let go of the
work ethic and live your life to its fullest.
Tonight: Splurge on yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ What another suggests could be far
more delightful than you realize. Don’t get stuck
in the rebellious mode so often associated with
your sign. Go along with the program. You
accomplish a lot professionally as a result.
Tonight: Play away.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ You will like what comes up for you
right now. Your imagination feeds into a conver-
sation. To many, an idea  could sound silly, but to
you, it stimulates many other ideas. Don’t slow
down on a project involving real estate or your
home. Tonight: Get sleep while you can.

HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ Could there be such a thing as revealing
too much? You need to think twice about revealing
too many plans. Someone could hop on your great
ideas. Return calls, but leave the socializing for
later. OK? Tonight: Chat the night away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ You know what you want. Ask questions
and seek out others. If you’re questioning the end
results of a particular situation, check in with
someone in charge. Though you might be sur-
prised by another’s reactions, you discover that
he or she is right-on. Tonight: Pay bills.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★★ Your instincts guide you well, espe-
cially concerning a money matter. You might not
be as secure as you would like, but by asking the
appropriate questions, you will gain profession-
ally and emotionally. Be direct in your dealings
with a friend. Tonight: Ask for what you want.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Let others act on their wishes. Allow co-
workers to take the lead. Though you want to get
the credit, you might do better by completing a
key task. Someone demonstrates his or her car-
ing. Respond with your normally effusive style.
Tonight: Get a head start on tomorrow.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Meetings prove to be instrumental,
both emotionally and financially. Not everyone
responds as you would like, but leave the door
open for someone to change his or her mind
gracefully. Make needed inquiries. Seek out
experts. Trust your sixth sense. Tonight: Where
your friends are.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Others look to you for answers. Use your
innate sense of responsibility to create more of
what you might like. Your sense of humor comes
out with a friend you feel very comfortable with.
Don’t hesitate to state what you want. Tonight:
Burn the midnight oil.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Cancer, get a head start on tomorrow

“It takes about 10 years to 
get used to how old you are.”

— Unknown
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GET OUT!
Puppetolio! hosted by Santa Monica Puppet &
Magic Center will be held today at 1:00 p.m. Shows
are always followed by a demonstration, Q & A, and
a tour of the Puppet Museum and workshop. The
program is for all ages, 3 and up. All seats: $6.50.
The Center is located at 1255 2nd Street in Santa
Monica, adjacent to the Third Street Promenade.
Reservations/Information: (310) 656-0483 or
www.puppetmagic.com.

Shiatsu Massage School of California is hosting
Kung Fu classes for advanced students from 4:15 to
5:15 every Wednesday. Suggested donation per
class is $4.00. Free class for first-time visitors.
Instructed by: Master Luu Truong. 2309 Main St.,
(310) 396-4877.

Lamaze Childbirth - Lamaze natural childbirth
classes will be offered at Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center on Wednesdays, from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Classroom B at the medical center, 1250 16th
St. in Santa Monica. $135 Call (310) 319-4947 for
reservations.

Want to be on the A-List?
Send your calendar items to: 

P.O. Box 1380
Santa Monica, CA 90406

Attn: Angela
angela@smdp.com
Fax: 310.576.9913

LANDMARK’S
NuWILSHIRE THEATRE

1314 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

THE CAT’S MEOW [PG-13] Dolby SR
Friday – Thursday: 11:00 – 1:45 – 4:30 

– 7:15 – 10:00
Sorry, No Passes Accepted

KISSING JESSICA STEIN [R] Ultra Stereo
Friday, Sunday – Thursday: 11:30 – 2:00 

– 4:15 – 7:00 – 9:45
Saturday: 11:50 – 2:00 – 4:15 – 7:00 – 9:45

Santa Monica’s 
Daily Calendar

Today at 
the Movies!

LAEMMLE’S 
MONICA 4 PLEX

1332 Second St, Santa Monica

Y TU MAMA TAM BIEN
2:00 -4:45 -7:30 - 10:15

AMADEUS: DIRECTOR’S CUT (R)
12:15 - 4:15 - 8:15

MONSTERS BALL (R)
1:45 -4:30 - 7:15 - 10:00

QUO VADIS
12:00 - 3:45 - 7:30

Santa Monica Daily Press

LONA 
ANTIQUES & FURNITURE

ON CONSIGNMENT

2316/2408 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA (AT KENSINGTON)

310-581-5566
16,000 sq.ft of Fabulous Buys

on Consignment and New Furniture

Mon.— Sat. 10am-7pm

Specializing in 
19th Century Antiques

\EVENT CATERINGLUNCH • DINNER • DELIVERY • TAKE OUT

1432 A FOURTH STREET
SANTA MONICA
Between Broadway 

& Santa Monica Blvd.
FREE 2 HOUR PARKING 
in structure 5 before 6 

Call the Rib Hotline

820-RIBS

*FREE*
You are cordially invited to enjoy one

COMPLIMENTARY ENTREÉ
with a purchase of a second entreé of 

equal or lesser value.
Dine in only. Good at Santa Monica Restaurant only.

Limit one coupon with purchase of entreé. Not available with other coupon offers.
You must present this coupon. expires 4/21/02
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Since 1967
QQuuaalliittyy  &&  VVaalluuee  AAllwwaayyss!!

““WWhheerree  FFrreesshhnneessss
BBeeggaann””

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  11//22  pprriiccee  oommeelleetttteess

ddaaiillyy  bbeettwweeeenn  66aamm--77aamm  

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

310.451.SLICE (7542)
915 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

Voted Best in LA!
— America Online Poll

$3.5 million a year to import drinking
water to the city.

Damages in the Lake Tahoe case will
be assessed in a separate phase of the
trial.

The South Tahoe Public Utility District
sued the oil companies in 1998 after
MTBE pollution forced it to close a third
of its drinking water wells.

Water district lawyers used papers dur-
ing the trial that they said showed the
companies knew that MTBE could move

far and quickly through water and that it
could be tasted and smelled at very low
concentrations.

MTBE has been used as an oxygenate
in gasoline to help certain regions reach
clean air standards.

The south Tahoe area has shallow
wells, many in the vicinity of gas station
storage tanks, and quickly moving
groundwater near the surface that con-
tributed to the chemical reaching drinking
water wells.

The cost to remove MTBE from the
water supply is around $45 million.

Local water wells forced
closed because of MTBE
MTBE, from page 1

laws prohibiting specific groups from
gathering.

However, a law could be passed ban-
ning all ball play on the Promenade.
Already roller-skating, roller-blading,
skateboarding and bicycle riding are pro-
hibited.

“The only thing I saw was that they
were playing a game,” said Moutrie,
“though it appears it’s not dangerous, it
could be problematic when the
Promenade is crowded.”

Mayor Mike Feinstein and McKeown
understand the safety concerns, but they
don’t support an ordinance banning the
game. 

“I appreciate the concerns that people
have about unsocial and potentially
intimidating behavior by small minori-
ties of people on the Promenade,”
Feinstein said. “I don’t, however, feel
that banning hacky sack, a non-violent
playful activity, is the appropriate way to
address people’s concerns.”

Feinstein said people playing hacky
sack on the Promenade need to be con-
siderate. However, he described people
who play hacky sack as “mellow.” He
added that the game is about sharing the
ball and keeping the group together
instead of beating an opponent.

“It’s not my primary sport,” he said,
“but I’ve been known to kick around the
sack.”

Yesterday afternoon a group of six
young men took turns with the hacky
sack, passing the small ball to each other
only by using their feet or other body
parts.

Sometimes the ball was kicked
beyond the center court, and one member
of the group would run through a small
crowd of pedestrians to chase it down.

Only once did the ball come close to
hitting somebody, and there was a con-
science effort to keep the ball in the cen-
ter court.

“I’ve never heard anybody complain,
and I’ve never seen a pedestrian get hit,”
said “Dave,” a hacky sack player who
wouldn’t give his last name. “This little
bean bag is harmless, even little kids do
this.”

A few employees of businesses said
the sport is not the real issue.

“The hacky sack has never bothered
me,” said Marie Scott, manager of Art

One. “It’s the aggressive panhandling
and all the screaming of profanities at
each other that gets to me.”

One employee said what some busi-
ness owners see as bad characteristics of
the Promenade may actually be drawing
people to the street.

“It’s all part of the Santa Monica cul-
ture,” said Daisy Chen, a Hype store
employee. “People come here to see
everything from the homeless to people
playing hacky sack.”

Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
President Ann Greenspun, who also is a
public safety committee member, said
the group isn’t trying to crack down on
hacky sack specifically, but rather behav-
ioral issues that may discourage people
from shopping on the Promenade.

“There seem to be so many efforts to
protect the rights of kids on the
Promenade, but there doesn’t seem to be
the same level for business owners, who
give back to the community,” she said.
“Overall, (the committee) is trying to
address issues of behavior or crime
because we want to make people believe
this is a safe place to come, and that per-
ception is very important.”

The committee will meet Thursday to
discuss its safety recommendations,
including hacky sack. Those recommen-
dations will then go before the full
Bayside board for a vote.

If the full board approves the commit-
tee’s recommendations they would be
passed on to the city council, which is the
only body that can prohibit activities on
the Promenade — or anywhere else in
the city.

Public safety is a concern
on the Promenade mall
HACKY SACK, from page 1

“It’s all part of the 
Santa Monica culture.
People come here to 

see everything from the
homeless to people 
playing hacky sack.”

— DAISY CHEN
Hype store employee

Andrew H.Fixmer/Daily Press
Dameon Lester, an employee of an arts conservation company hired by the
city, gives the Third Street Promenade dinosaurs a cleaning on Tuesday.

A prehistoric check-up
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27 Years of Local Trusted Service

All Makes and Models • All Repairs

Universal Cars
310-399-1232

1626 Lincoln Blvd (just north of I-10), Santa Monica

••  TTuunnee  UUppss
••  AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg  SSeerrvviiccee
••  BBrraakkeess  aanndd  SSuussppeennssiioonn

Try a Relaxing Massage
Enjoy the benefits of our Shiatsu
massage with an experienced
intern. Call us for details. One
coupon per client. exp. 4/31/02

Since 1982
2309 Main Street, Santa Monica • 310-396-4877

$5OFF
Reg.
$30hr

CUT & COLOR FOR
MEN & WOMEN

SPECIAL: Come in and receive 
$2 off any haircut or $5 off any color.

Limit one per customer. Available through Lauren only

LOCATION: 2918 Santa Monica Blvd. (at Yale St. by Coogies Café) Santa Monica
PHONE: Call for an appointment 310.828.6986 • 310.315.1098

Walk-Ins welcome (Tues-Sat) 

Lauren at

HHAAPPPPYY  HHOOUURR
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy

4pm-6pm

DDrriinnkk  SSppeecciiaallss!!

FFoooodd  SSppeecciiaallss!!

(310) 829-7829
2222 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

CCoozzyy  AAttmmoosspphheerree
BBeesstt  HHaappppyy  HHoouurr  SSppeecciiaallss  iinn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

“#One Pizza” — LA Times

Western, Eastern, Northern and Southern Wear

15% off
with this ad
Cannot be combined 
with any other offer

FEDORA PRIMO
HAT MERCHANTS

216 PIER AVENUE, SANTA MONICA
(just off Main Street)

310 399 8584

makins hats ltd.

A sad ending 
Editor:

My heart goes out to Boathouse owner Naia Sheffield. It’s sad the city of Santa
Monica is losing another longtime family owned business. I would like to thank Ms.
Sheffield and the Boathouse for donating food for many of our coalition for a Santa
Monica Disabilities Commission public meetings.

The Boathouse also hosted many special benefit and commemorative events at
their familiar Santa Monica Pier location.

It is truly sad their doors are now being forced closed.
Jerry Rubin

Santa Monica

LETTERS

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the
Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as 
are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our
intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned.

Good or bad, Santa Monica has
just moved one step closer to being a
chain town. 

In a town where its politicians claim
to work diligently to keep its local fla-
vor alive, it missed the boat when it
allowed the Pier Restoration
Corporation to sign on Bubba Gump
Shrimp — a corporate chain restaurant.

It’s not Disney. But it is Paramount.
The city sold out to the highest

bidder, a conglomerate that’s willing
to pay extraordinary costs to be here.
But in the process, the city left one of
Santa Monica’s few longtime busi-
nesses hanging out to dry.

While we agree that the Santa
Monica Pier needs a major shot in the
arm to attract tourism, the PRC was
shortsighted in thinking Bubba
Gump will become the success story
they hope it will be. 

The city, which owns the pier, has
a right as a landlord to get the best
tenant at the best price, but at what
cost? A 50-year-old business that has
been integral to the development of
the pier deserved a better shot at
being that success story.

It often appears that the city says
one thing but does another. The evi-
dence lies in the PRC’s own guide-
lines which stipulate that it favors
locally owned, family businesses.
But in the same breath, it ousted one
of the oldest businesses in town.

It’s hypocrisy in the clearest sense.
Citizens are not ignorant to these
inconsistencies in the city’s policies
and are growing tired of the lip serv-
ice paid to them by public officials.

Naia Sheffield, who took over her
family’s business at the Boathouse,
didn’t deserve to be dismissed so
rapidly when she proposed a new
business plan that would have sub-
stantially changed the outdated
restaurant. 

If the PRC really wanted to keep
the pier alive with local character and

charm, its members would have
worked with Sheffield in coming up
with a plan that worked.

In a country shaken by a recession
and tragedy last year, you would
think the city would make it a mis-
sion to help its businesses survive.

We realize it isn’t Sheffield’s God-
given right to run a business at the
pier, but it is the city’s responsibility
to help local businesses survive when
it can. City officials took on that role
when they said keeping Santa
Monica vibrant with local businesses
was a priority for them.

And while the quality of the
Boathouse’s food, clientele and its
ambiance is debatable, it’s all rela-
tive. Some PRC members felt Bubba
Gump’s menu offerings surpassed
what Sheffield had in mind. 

Are these people appointed to pub-
lic positions to be food critics? What,
they don’t like the bisque?

It’s widely known that the compo-
sition of the PRC board was made up
largely of people who have been
serving since the 1980s. It wasn’t
until after the Bubba Gump decision
that were they replaced. Whether or
not those new members would have
helped keep the Boathouse afloat,
we believe that at least the selection
process would have been more on
the level.

If we had visionaries at the helm
last summer, perhaps there would
have been a philosophical discussion
about whether Santa Monica should
be a chain town. In a sense, it already
is and we have to accept it. 

But we don’t have to accept our
politicians talking out of both sides
of their mouths. 

We deserve better and so did the
Boathouse.

(Editorials by the Daily Press are based
on the opinions of its editorial board, com-
prised of the publisher and the president.)

Editorial

City-Bubba Gump
Shrimp deal smells fishy
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Sunkissed Tanning

NEW CUSTOMERS! 6 tans for $30 (good for 3 months)

Regular beds only

only with this coupon • more coupons at www.sunkissedtan.com

� �

926 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica
Call for an appointment • 310.451.9895

TEMPORARY/LONG LASTING
COLOR/AIRBRUSH TATTOOS
3-5 days • Many colors available • Hypo Allergenic Make-up used

Bar Mitzvah • Birthday Parties • Graduation • Special & Corporate Events

MARTA FISCHER (310) 453-9002
1317 Princeton St. #1, Santa Monica • E-mail: Partyfaces@aol.com

1624 LINCOLN BLVD.
(Lincoln at Colorado, one block N. of 10 fwy)

SANTA MONICA
AMERICAN
EXPRESS ATM

$8.95 Car Wash, Sealer Wax 
& Armor All Tires

exp. May/15/02

GASOLINE

(310) 450-6915  OPEN 7 DAYS

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS CCLLAASSSSEESS
Does Your Business Need Help?

We Offer Seminars,
Consulting and
Business Assessments
for SBA loans

non-profit partnership of U.S. Small Business
Administration, Sate of California, City of Santa
Monica and Valley of Economic Development Corp.

Call for a Class Schedule and Info:

331100..339988..88888833

Small Business Development
Center Westside

Open for Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Pastries to go or on the spot

Catering available

CrimeWatch

■ A man threatening to blow up the
Santa Monica police station was caught
red handed and arrested by police last
month.

At 8:35 a.m. on March 18, 9-1-1 oper-
ators received a call from a man threat-
ening to blow up the Santa Monica
Police station. The call was traced and
officers raced to a pay phone on the 2600
block of Main Street where they found
John Marshal Treseder still speaking to
the 9-1-1 operator. 

Treseder was arrested and taken to
Santa Monica Jail. He was booked for
reporting a false bomb threat. His bail
was set at $50,000.  

■ At about 9:15 p.m. Sunday, April 7,
a man entered a business on the 2300
block of Ocean Park Boulevard, bran-
dished a handgun and demanded money
from an employee. The employee com-
plied, and the suspect ran off with $200
in cash.  

The suspect is described as a black
male in his 30s, 5’ 8”, 160 lbs., and was
wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt, baggy
black pants and had a thin goat-tee.

■ At 2 a.m. on Sunday, April 7, a
woman walking outside her apartment
on Sea View was knocked to the ground
by an attacker. The man tried to unbutton
her pants, but the victim was able to fight
him off. The man fled on foot.

The suspect is a white male 5’ 8”, 175
lbs. and was wearing green army pants.

■ At 11 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, a
woman was getting out of her car in an
underground parking garage on the 900

block of Third Street when a man
knocked her on the head with an object
and demanded her money. He grabbed
her bag and fled on foot.

The woman’s injuries were minor.
The suspect made off with $8 in cash, the
woman’s identification and personal
items.

The suspect is a black male, 23-26
years old, 5’ 10”, 185 lbs. and was wear-
ing a blue tank top shirt, shorts, a jacket,
and a black rag on his head.

■ At 11:30 p.m. on April 2, a man
walking in the 2500 block of Sixth Street
was approached by a man carrying what
looked like a handgun wrapped in cloth.
The suspect demanded money and
reached into the victim’s pocket. Finding
no money, the robber demanded the vic-
tim’s wallet. The victim opened his wal-
let, which also contained no cash. The
suspect walked away.

The suspect is a black male, 18-25, 5’
10” and was wearing a dark jacket and
dark pants.

■ On March 18, a man was attacked
while walking down a city street at about
11:10 p.m. He was walking in the 1800
block of Colorado when a man
approached him and asked for a ciga-
rette. The victim told him he didn’t have
one and kept walking. Seconds later, he
was jumped from behind and tackled to
the ground. The victim stood up and the
suspect ran east on Colorado Avenue.

The suspect is described as a white
male, 30s, 6’, 180 lbs., and wearing a white
coat, dark pants and a thin mustache.

Man caught red handed making threat

BY ROBERT JABLON
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — The county coroner
will begin cremating decomposing bodies
from a storage facility where rats chewed on
a dozen corpses, officials said Tuesday.

Stung by the scandal, the agency is set-
ting a six-month time limit for holding
onto bodies rather than allowing them to
literally stack up indefinitely.

After six months, the bodies will be
cremated and the ashes stored for three
years at the Los Angeles County mortuary
before being interred in a common grave,
said Craig R. Harvey, chief coroner inves-
tigator and chief of operations.

The oldest bodies — including one dat-
ing to 1996 — could be disposed of with-
in two weeks, he said.

A 1995 body is a skeleton that is des-
tined for use as a teaching tool for foren-
sic anthropology students at California
State University, Fullerton.

In addition, in an effort to slow decom-
position, the coroner’s office is studying
whether it should hire a private contractor
to begin embalming bodies for long-term
storage, at an estimated cost of about
$100 each, Harvey said.

Currently, the agency only refrigerates
corpses. It stopped embalming them about
a dozen years ago because of the cost,
Harvey said.

In February, the coroner’s office discov-
ered that rats had chewed a dozen of the 61
bodies placed on shelves in a cold-storage
crypt inside a garage. The room is used to
store bodies that have not been identified
or whose relatives cannot be located.

The rats managed to chew through
body bags, Harvey said. They made their
home in boxes of cremated remains also
stored in the room. The boxes, more than
1,000 of them, were sent to the state for
handling on Monday, Harvey said.

Employees who saw the damage said
the rats gnawed away toes, chewed limbs
to the bone, and ate away portions of
groins and faces.

“They even burrowed inside the (body)
cavity,” said Greg Myers, whose job
includes draining fluids from the decom-
posing corpses and re-wrapping them.

The rodents may have moved to the
coroner’s facility during demolition of
buildings in the adjacent Los Angeles
County-USC Medical Center, Harvey
said. The area also has ivy and many palm
trees that are attractive to rats.

On Tuesday afternoon, the 5-foot-high
shelves in the chilly stainless-steel room
were packed with corpses, recently
rewrapped in body bags. A black rat trap sat
in one corner. Harvey said some of the
gnawed corpses remained but others had
been released after relatives were contacted.

Hit by rat scandal, coroner
sets limit for body disposal
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BY FRANKLIN SMITH
Special to the Daily Press

Award winning British journalist Robert
Fisk spoke to a packed house at Beyond
Baroque in Venice Beach last Saturday.

Winner of the British “International
Journalist of the Year” award seven
times, Fisk has been covering the
Middle East for more than 25 years. He
also covered the Iranian revolution, the
Iran-Iraq war, the battles in Lebanon
and the Persian Gulf war. 

Fisk is well known for championing
Arab and Palestinian causes. He talked
about the crisis in the Jenin refugee
camp where large numbers of fatalities
have been reported and relief workers
and aid have been denied access. He

blamed the American press for poor cov-
erage of the situation and Colin Powell
for not visiting Jenin to witness what
was going on there as he did at the site
of a bus destroyed by a suicide bomber.

Fisk’s coverage of Middle East
events almost cost him his life when his
car broke down in Pakistan last year.
While attempting to push his car to the
side of the road a crowd gathered and
started pelting him with stones. Badly
injured, he was rescued by a Muslim
religious leader who escorted him to a
police station.

Having recovered from his injuries, he
gave a lively presentation to a captivated
audience. Fisk’s stories can be read at:
http://news.independent.co.uk/middle_east.

Journalist Robert Fisk
speaks to a packed house

By The Associated Press

MALIBU — Celebrity-soaked Malibu
is welcoming the beleaguered southern
steelhead trout.

The National Park Service this week is
tearing down one of several small barriers
blocking the wily fish from swimming up
Soltice Creek into the Santa Monica
Mountains. Thousands of steelhead once
traveled from the mountains to the sea,
and back again, in the area’s streams.

There are at least 15 unique popula-
tions of steelhead along the West Coast
and 11 of them have suffered serious
declines in recent decades. The southern
steelhead is the worst off with current
estimates counting only a few hundred
between the Santa Maria River in Santa
Barbara County and San Mateo Creek in
northern San Diego County.

“We know that Solstice Creek by itself
isn’t going to recover steelhead,” park
service resource specialist Ray Sauvajot

said. “But this is the kind of project that
can serve as a model for similar efforts
across Southern California.”

Solstice Creek still has all the key
ingredients the fish need: Cool, clean,
year-round water in the shady creek, plen-
ty of insects for food and protection from
development.

Southern steelhead are rainbow trout,
with a twist. Hatched in coastal streams,
steelhead migrate to sea as adults and
then, after one to four years, return to
freshwater streams to spawn and die.

Two culverts, two small dams and a
roadway now prevent the trip. The park
service is replacing the roadway with a
bridge and removing parts of the old
dams; the California Department of
Transportation plans to renovate Pacific
Coast Highway and Corral Canyon Road
culverts.

The project will cost about $1.5 mil-
lion and officials hope that it will be com-
pleted by December 2003.

Steelhead trout making
a comeback in Malibu
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Franklin Smith/Special to the Daily Press
Robert Fisk speaks to a packed house Saturday at Beyond Baroque.
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BY PAUL WILBORN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Police Chief
Bernard C. Parks told the City Council
Tuesday that a “conspiracy” between the
mayor and police union led the Police
Commission to turn him down for a sec-
ond term last week.

“I believe that the system was corrupt
from the beginning,” Parks charged as he
took his battle to the 15-member council,
which has had only three members show
support for reversing the Police
Commission’s decision against rehiring
the chief.

Security was bolstered at City Hall for
the council meeting, including mounted
police patrols, but the crowd of perhaps
300 of Parks’ supporters and opponents
was orderly.

The issue of retaining Parks, the city’s
second black chief, has broken down
along racial lines among political leaders.
Mayor James Hahn, who is white, was
elected last year with black support but
angered black leaders when he came out
against Parks.

The City Council, which was expected
to consider a motion Wednesday on
whether to intervene in the matter, debat-
ed for an hour before voting simply to
allow Parks to speak.

The 37-year veteran stood before the
council in his blue uniform with holstered
sidearm, badge and four stars on each col-
lar, and laid out his challenges and achieve-
ments since becoming chief in 1997, then
attacked the review process as unfair.

Parks said Hahn told him on Jan. 30
that he already had three votes against
him on the Police Commission even
though the panel had not yet to begin a
review process that was being publicly
touted as merit-based.

The mayor-appointed commissioners,
who serve as the department’s civilian over-
seers, voted 4-1 against Parks on April 9.

Hahn also told him that he had suffi-
cient votes on the City Council to prevent

his reappointment, Parks said.
Hahn refused to comment on Parks’

allegations.
“What I’ve been saying all week is this

is part of the process in the City Charter.
The council has the right if they so choose
to take jurisdiction of this matter.... I’m
just going to leave that decision up to the
City Council,” he said in an interview.

Parks, who has hired well-known
lawyer Gloria Allred to represent him,
said he felt it was important to continue
fighting for his job.

“I felt that if I had not continued in the
process and instead retired I would be
complicit in this conspiracy to unseat
me,” said Parks, who argued to the coun-
cil that he met all the criteria set out by the
commission for reappointment.

He said Hahn came out publicly against
him on Feb. 6 and at the same time the
Police Protective League launched an
“intense television campaign.”

“What is most questionable is where
did the Protective League get the money
to buy these television ads?” Parks asked.

The chief suggested that the union,
which opposes Parks disciplinary methods
and endorsed Hahn’s 2001 election, used
$3.5 million in city money that was sup-
posed to go toward providing attorneys for
officers facing disciplinary proceedings.

Protective League President Mitzi
Grasso denied Parks’ claim.

She said the money for the $400,000
television and print campaign came from
the membership and fund-raisers and not
from the $3.5 million provided by the city.

“That was an inaccurate statement on
his part,” Grasso said.

The chief has accused his opponents on
the Police Commission of running a
smear campaign against him, although he
has not announced any legal action.

Parks’ predecessor, Willie Williams,
the city’s first black chief, also was denied
a second term and threatened to sue. He
settled for a severance package totaling
more than $300,000 and left office early.

Police chief claims mayor,
union conspired to oust him

BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN
Associated Press Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. — Authorities found
another drug tunnel near the border at
Nogales, Ariz., this one ending in a park-
ing lot close to one used by U.S. Customs
Service employees.

The 85-foot tunnel found Monday was
reinforced with two-by-fours and strung
with bare light bulbs, said Customs
spokesman Roger Maier. It came within
inches of the surface.

In some spots, the top of the tunnel
touched the bottom of the asphalt lining
the parking lot, Maier said.

He said the tunnel had been in use for
some time. No drugs were found inside.

Maier said investigators believe the
tunnel operators punched a hole through
the asphalt and would pass narcotics up
into a waiting vehicle, and then seal the
hole with a prefabricated asphalt plug.

Rain may have weakened the structure
because a security guard noticed a slight

depression in the pavement over the
weekend, and saw a tiny hole that opened
to a larger cavity beneath, Maier said.

Maier said Customs officials using a
backhoe exposed about the first 20 to 25
feet of the tunnel running north from a
fence marking the U.S.-Mexico border.
That portion runs under part of the
Customs parking lot, including an entry-
way, he said.

The tunnel appears to zig and zag as it
encounters obstructions heading north
from the border, Maier said.

“Based on its proximity to
International Street, we’re guessing it
originated in a wash on the Mexican side
and ended in the parking lot,” Maier said.

The tunnel is at least the ninth discov-
ered in Nogales since 1995 and the second
in the border city to run directly beneath
the international boundary.

“It just shows that they’re going to be
tapping into whatever’s available to
them,” said Santa Cruz County Sheriff
Tony Estrada.

Drug tunnel found under AZ
parking lot near customs
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BY MICHELLE BOORSTEIN
Associated Press Writer

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — British troops have
launched their first major combat operation of the Afghan
conflict, joining U.S. and Afghan soldiers searching the
snowcapped peaks of southeastern Afghanistan for al-
Qaida and Taliban fighters, coalition officials said Tuesday.

Members of the elite 45 Commando Royal Marines
were sent into the area several days ago but their mission
was not made public until Tuesday.

The troops, who are skilled in mountain warfare, are
operating at elevations above 9,500 feet, Royal Marines
spokesman Lt. Col. Paul Harradine said. He would not
specify where the force was deployed, but it was believed
they were in rugged terrain south of the capital near the
Pakistani border.

U.S. military spokesman Maj. Bryan Hilferty would
not say how many American troops were in the area fol-
lowing up on last month’s Operation Anaconda — a 12-
day assault on Taliban and al-Qaida forces in the eastern
Shah-e-Kot mountains.

At the Pentagon, Air Force Brig. Gen. John Rosa said
the mission, which the British call Operation Ptarmigan
after a bird that changes color to blend with the environ-
ment, began Monday.

Rosa said the deployment was part of the ongoing
effort to destroy al-Qaida and Taliban remnants in south-
eastern Afghanistan. The U.S. military named the mis-
sion Operation Mountain Lion.

Harradine said coalition forces had suffered no casu-
alties so far in the operation but would not say whether
there had been any clashes with al-Qaida or the Taliban.

“This is a very specific mission, of which there will be
more, to achieve that overall broad objective of dealing
with residual Taliban and al-Qaida forces which remain
in Afghanistan,” Adam Ingram, Britain’s minister for the
armed forces, told the BBC.

Ingram said capturing al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden remains a prime objective, although his where-

abouts was unknown.
“We’ve got to operate on the basis that he’s still alive,

that he may well still be in the country, and if we do
obtain knowledge of where he is then clearly we will pur-
sue him with all vigor,” Ingram said.

Despite on the ongoing military operations,
Afghanistan’s interim ruler, Hamid Karzai, flew to Rome
to escort the country’s former king home after 29 years in
exile. The former monarch, Mohammad Zaher Shah, is
expected in Kabul early Thursday.

Zaher Shah’s return is widely seen as a major step
toward national reconciliation after a generation of armed
conflict. The king was to have returned March 23, but his
homecoming was postponed because of security concerns.

A special police unit will coordinate 24-hour protec-
tion for the 87-year-old former ruler, with 50 officers sta-
tioned inside his house and 100 more taking up positions
outside. Security forces have blocked off the only three
streets leading to the residence with barbed wire and con-
crete barriers.

Zaher Shah has lived in Italy since he was ousted by
his cousin, Mohammed Daoud Khan, in 1973. In June,
the former king was to convene a loya jirga, or grand
council, which will choose a new government to serve
until elections can be held in 18 months.

“His majesty doesn’t have any concerns. He is going
to see his children, his countrymen and women,” said his
spokesman Hamid Sidiq. “He doesn’t have any fears in
this regard.”

In Kandahar, U.S. officials said all personnel had been
accounted for after confiscated Taliban weapons explod-
ed accidentally at a demolition range Monday outside of
the city.

Four soldiers were killed and a fifth was injured, but
Pentagon officials had feared the casualty toll could rise
because some personnel were missing. The Pentagon
identified the dead as Staff Sgt. Brian T. Craig, 27, of
Texas; Staff Sgt. Justin J. Galewski, 28, of Kansas; Sgt.
Jamie O. Maugans, 27, of Kansas, and Sgt. 1st Class
Daniel A. Romero, 30, of Colorado. Their hometowns

were not provided.
Craig, Galewski and Maugans were members of the

710th Explosive Ordnance Detachment based at San
Diego. Romero was with the 19th Special Forces Group
based at Pueblo, Colorado.

Allies comb mountains for al-Qaida and Taliban

Frank Augstein/Associated Press
Honor guards carry the casket of a killed U.S. soldier
from a C-17 Globemaster plane after its arrival from
Afghanistan at Ramstein Airbase in southwestern
Germany on Tuesday.The soldier was one of the four
U.S. demolition specialists killed on Monday while
blowing up suspected abandoned Taliban rockets
near the southern Afghan city of Kandahar.
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BY BARRY SCHWEID
AP Diplomatic Writer

JERUSALEM — Secretary of State
Colin Powell said Tuesday he is making
progress in talks with Israel and
Palestinian leaders and that he hopes to
work out some kind of cease-fire within
24 hours.

Powell said it probably would be some-
thing less than a formal cease-fire, but he did
not spell out what might be in the offing.

He met Tuesday one-on-one for an hour
with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon,
their third get-together since Friday. Powell
plans to see Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat for a second time Wednesday at his
battered Ramallah headquarters, where
Israeli troops have him confined.

“I’m going to have a good discussion
with the prime minister,” Powell said dur-
ing a photo-taking session before the
Sharon meeting when he was asked to
elaborate on any progress he was making
toward a cease-fire.

Meantime, Sharon’s office said the
prime minister would attend an interna-
tional peace conference in the United
States if one is convened by American
officials. Powell proposed a June date if
such a summit is called, said Sharon
spokesman Raanan Gissin.

Gissin refused to say whether Sharon,
as a condition of participating, would drop
his demand that Arafat be excluded.

Earlier, Powell said he would return to
the United States after a stop Wednesday
in Cairo, Egypt. He plans to meet there
with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak,
a key Arab moderate.

The focus of the talks is how to stop the
fighting and security arrangements to
maintain calm. Israeli officials said.

Israel wants assurances from the
Palestinians they would assert control, but
the Palestinians say the Israeli incursion
has riddled their security apparatus, said
the Israeli officials, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

Israel’s response is that there are
enough Palestinian security forces to get
the job done, the officials said.

U.S. and Palestinian officials were
holding “good conversations,” Powell

said before meeting with a group of
Palestinian professionals.

“I think we are making progress and
are looking forward to making more
progress in the next 24 hours,” he said.

However, Palestinian and U.S. officials
failed to agree on a statement condemning
suicide bombings and calling for an
Israeli withdrawal from West Bank areas,
said a senior Palestinian official, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

The United States objected to a
Palestinian addition “calling for an end to
Israel’s occupation, for the establishment
of the state of Palestine in the June 4,
1967, borders, with east Jerusalem as its
capital, and a just solution for the refugee
problem, with the needed mechanism to
guarantee the implementation within an
agreed timeline.” That plan also would
have asked additional action by the U.N.
Security Council.

In Washington, presidential spokesman
Ari Fleischer said Powell is exploring a
number of avenues to create an environ-
ment in which political negotiations can
begin. “He’s hard at work and doing an
excellent job at it,” Fleischer said as White
House officials were saying privately that
Powell’s reports to President Bush had
become slightly more optimistic.

Nearing the end of his peace mission,
Powell would like to nail down at least one
solid gain. But Sharon has vowed to keep
Israeli troops in Ramallah indefinitely and
Arafat is hedging on his commitment to
curb violence until Israel pulls out.

Powell has said his priority is securing
a cease-fire and restarting security talks,
although he also would like to get the two
sides back to negotiating political issues
such as borders, the fate of Jerusalem,
Palestinian refugees and creation of a
Palestinian state.

“We will maintain close contact with
both sides in the coming days,” State
Department spokesman Richard Boucher
said Monday.

But that may be through senior U.S.
officials, not Powell.

Bush, who hasn’t spoken with Arafat,
called Sharon on Monday.

In their 15-minute conversation,

Sharon told Bush that Israeli troops would
pull out of Jenin and Nablus within a
week, Fleischer said. Sharon, in a CNN
interview, said Israeli forces would
remain indefinitely in Ramallah, where
they surround Arafat’s headquarters, and
in Bethlehem until terrorists surrender.

Bush told Sharon that ending the siege
at the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem was one of Powell’s most
urgent priorities, Fleischer said.

Powell, searching for new ideas, also is
considering an international or regional
conference aimed at stopping Middle East
violence and restarting Israeli-Palestinian
peace negotiations.

“It’s a way to get the parties together

and talking,” Powell said.
Sharon suggested a conference to

Powell at their meeting in Tel Aviv on
Sunday, though Sharon objected to
including Arafat.

A peace conference was rejected by the
ruling party’s newspaper in neighboring
Syria as a “dirty maneuver.” Al-Baath said
Sharon’s actions have “destroyed all pos-
sible chances to revive the pace process in
the Middle East.”

Hassan Abdel Rahman, the top
Palestinian official in the United States,
said Sharon should first stop his incursion
into the West Bank. “Nothing can happen
before that,” he said in an interview from
Washington.

Powell holds hope for some kind of cease-fire

By The Associated Press

CARACAS,Venezuela — The chief of the Western
Hemisphere’s top diplomatic body urged Venezuelans on
Tuesday to express dissent constitutionally instead of
through coups, such as the botched one last weekend.

Cesar Gaviria, secretary general of the Organization of
American States, met with President Hugo Chavez at the
presidential palace, as did OPEC secretary general Ali
Rodriguez. Markets have seen Chavez’s return on Sunday
as a sign that Venezuela — the third-largest supplier of oil
to the United States — would continue its policy of
restricting production and thus keep oil prices high.

Gaviria urged Venezuelans to find a way for “dissent to
be expressed constitutionally,” instead of through coups.

“Polarization has to give way to reconciliation and
understanding,” said Gaviria, who was also meeting
with church and opposition leaders to prepare for an
OAS General Assembly session this week on the
Venezuelan crisis.

Friday’s coup was condemned by many Latin
American leaders, and the United States joined an OAS
declaration authorizing Gaviria’s mission. Washington
on Monday welcomed Chavez’s apparent call for recon-
ciliation, though it had also warned him his government
he had been given a rare second chance for “correcting its
course and governing in a fully democratic manner.”

The Bush administration expressed no regret last week
when the Venezuelan military ousted Chavez, who
angered Washington by befriending Cuba, Iraq and Libya
and opposing the war in Afghanistan. At the time Chavez
was removed, the White House put the blame on Chavez
because of his attempts to violently put down a demon-
stration on Thursday. Chavez, the elected president, was
reinstated by loyalist officers on Sunday.

On Tuesday, the U.S. government denied a report that
U.S. officials had given purported coup plotters a go-
ahead wink. “We explicitly told opposition leaders the
United States would not support a coup,” White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said.

Chavez, for his part, has said the plot originated in
Venezuela.

Gaviria said he was considering what the OAS could
do “to assure itself that episodes like what we saw in
recent days are not repeated in Venezuela.”

The trouble began when Venezuela’s largest business
and labor groups called a general strike last week to sup-
port an oil workers’ protest against bosses appointed by
Chavez. Dissident oil executives virtually choked pro-
duction in Venezuela.

On Thursday, hundreds of thousands marched on the
presidential palace to denounce Chavez. Gunfire and
rioting erupted, and at least 65 people were killed in sub-

sequent violence. Hundreds were wounded.
Officers rebelled, arrested Chavez, and installed an

interim president until another popular uprising — this
time by Chavez supporters — induced the military to
replace him.

Pedro Carmona, the interim president, is under house
arrest and faces possible charges of rebellion and usurp-
ing authority.

Vice President Diosdado Cabello said 80 soldiers were
in custody, though Chavez blamed the coup’s planning
on a group of “oligarchs” whom he has not identified.

Ten Venezuelans were inside the Bolivian Embassy in
Caracas, seeking asylum. They included former Air
Force Col. Pedro Soto, who was expelled from the armed
forces earlier this year after calling for Chavez’s resigna-
tion, said Ambassador Ricardo Guillermo Telchi
Orellana.

Chavez met separately Tuesday with Ali Rodriguez,
OPEC secretary general and a former Venezuelan oil
minister.

Oil prices rose after Chavez’s reinstatement.
Venezuela’s state-owned oil monopoly Petroleos de
Venezuela SA said Tuesday the 950,000 barrel-per-day
Paraguana refinery, the largest in the hemisphere, was
back to normal output. Venezuela is the world’s fourth-
largest oil producer.

American States leader launches Venezuela investigation

Associated Press
In a still photo released by the Israel Defense Forces taken from an IDF video,
Marwan Barghouti, center, is captured by Israeli soldiers at an undisclosed
location on Monday. Israel captured Barghouti, a close aide to Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat on Monday. Marwan Barghouti is feared by many Israelis
as a remorseless killer, but has attained the status of folk hero to most young
Palestinians.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

‘Cyborg’professor sues for damaged equipment
University of Toronto professor Steve Mann, 39, has for 20 years worn computer components on his

body for ongoing research and even calls himself a cyborg, and carries enough documentation that he had
never (even after Sept. 11) caused problems with airport security. (He wears computerized glasses and
headgear and an electronic body suit; is constantly connected to the Internet; can see behind him; and can
"feel" items across a room.) However, on Feb. 18, officials at St. John's, Newfoundland, airport would not
let him board for two days while searching and testing him and making background checks. When they
OK'd him on Feb. 20, about $50,000 worth of his equipment had been broken, and he was bleeding from
having his chest electrodes removed. Two weeks later, Mann filed a lawsuit against Air Canada and
Canada's transportation authority.
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Quick Cash. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell your stuff to over 15,000 interested, local buyers.

Creative

Advertise your art in the 
Daily Press.  

$1.00 DOLLAR A DAY 
Special rate!

Employment

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, full time 
Circulation manager need-
ed immediately. Must have 
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and 
proof of insurance. Must 
be detail oriented, and will-
ing to work early mornings 
(3am to 8am), six days a 
week. Duties include, pick 
up of newspapers, distri-
bution to rack, box and 
drop locations, develop-
ment of new territory, rack 
and box maintenance, dai-
ly communication with of-
fice management of one 
other driver. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

EARLY MORNING delivery.
Newspaper delivery per-
son needed to deliver the 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Must have own vehicle, in-
surance and clean driving 
record. Responsible for 
delivery six days a week,
from 3am to 7am. Must be 
detail oriented, reliable and 
responsible. Good pay.
Call 310-458-7737 x 104.

Find that STELLAR employee 
by running a help wanted ad in 
the only daily newspaper in 
town. Maybe you’ll find some-
one who reads! C’mon, it’s only 
a dollar a day. 310.458.7737

GENERAL OFFICE help want-
ed at the Santa Monica Daily 
Press. Part-time. Duties include 
classified ad taking and data 
entry, telephone call routing and 
general office tasks. Call 
(310)458-7737 x 104.

GEORGIAN HOTEL hiring ex-
perienced Front Desk Agent / 
Night Auditor. For Appt. call 
310-883-6246.

TAO HEALING Arts Center / 
Shiatsu Massage School - Asst.
mgr, 2-8 pm, Mon-Fri, $11/hr.
Organized, excellent office 
skills, great people skills. Fax 
resume 396-4502 or bring to 
2309 Main St. Santa Monica 
90404. 396-4877

Employment
TAO HEALING Arts Center / 
Shiatsu Massage School - Of-
fice assistant, 
Mon/Wed/Sat/Sun 12-4, $9/hr 
2309 Main St. Santa Monica 
310-396-4877.

For Sale

WHAT ARE you going to 
do with all of that junk 
under your bed?  Get 
some dinero for it! Sell 
it in the Santa Monica 
Daily Press for a buck! 
310.458.7737

Jewelry
14K. GOLD WATCHES. FREE 
CATALOG. WRITE. ERNIE 
KOROM. ERNIE’S JEWELRY.
1626 N. WILCOX AVE #226 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90028

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

Wanted
ISO TLC Generous single white 
male. Over 40. SBF into interra-
cial relationship seeks weekly 
allowance    + private 
room/bath. Prefer a church go-
ing catholic/christian faith.
Westside/any city. (562) 678-
5246

For Rent
MARINA DEL REY $1432 
BRAND NEW! $1432 & up.
1,2,3 bedroom. Free T-1 inter-
net, Refrig, W/D, Pool, Spa, 
Gym, Sauna, Theatre, Con-
cierge. Chateau Marina 
(888)890-8401

MARINA DEL REY $1872+ 
BRAND NEW! $1872+ 1,2,&3 
bedrooms. Free T-1 internet, re-
frig, W/D, Pool, Spa, Gym, Sau-
na, Theatre, Concierge. Cha-
teau Marina (888)890-8401.

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $999.00 to 
$1400.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Promenade area! 
(310)207-3456

WHY RENT? You can own a 
home with no money down, no 
closing costs. Specializing in 
first time home buyers. United 
International Mortgage Compa-
ny. Contact Bill Carey. (310) 
780-3522.

For Rent

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-453-1736

RREENNTTAALLSS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA
1249 Lincoln #B $795

Lower Single, Full Kitchen, Near
Wilshire Blvd., & 3rd Street Prom

230 Pacific #105 $1195
Lower 1 Bed, Near Main St.,
Fireplace, Dishwasher, Patio

2302 32nd St. #D $1200
Lower 2 Bed, New Carpet, New
Stove, New Kitch & Bath Floor

918 4th St. #11 $1250
Upper 1 Bed, Rear Unit,

Balcony, Frig, Parking

1111 17th St. #F $1350
Upper 1 Bed, Bright Unit,

Garage, Balcony, Dishwasher

117 Strand #8 $1400
Upper 1 Bed, 1/2 Block to

Beach, Completely Remodeled

1231 12th St. $1500
2 Bed, Front Unit, Parking, Stove,

Laundry Room, Fresh Paint

300 California #12A $1695
2 Bed, 11/2 Baths, Utilities Paid,

Gated Entry, Pool, Parking

WWLLAA//BBRREENNTTWWOOOODD

10908 SM Blvd. #4B WLA $750
Single, Open Daily 12-5, Frig &

Stove, Near UCLA

3656 Carington #2 Palms $895
Upper 1 Bed, New Carpet,

Fireplace, Dishwasher, Balcony

11698 Montana #3 BW $1500
Lower 2 Bed, 2 Bath, New Carpet,

New Bath Floor, 2 Parking

12018 Marine, WLA $3150
House, 3 Bed, 2 Bath, Yard, 

2 Car Garage, 1800SF

11698 Montana #3 BW $1500
Lower 2 Bed, 2 Bath, New Carpet,

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

SANA MONICA $1500 2 
bdrm, 1 bath, new stove/ver-
ticle blinds. Carpet of choice.
1646 Franklin # D. (323)933-
1039 

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1195.00 2 
bdrms, cat ok, stove, carpets, 
A/C, large closets, laundry, 
parking. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1195.00 
2bdrm/1bath. Stove, refrigera-
tor, no pets. parking, hardwood 
floors. 1935 Cloverfield Apt. #11
SANTA MONICA $1200.00 
Nice unfurnished 1 bedroom in 
private triplex. New hardwood 
floors and paint. Large kitchen 
w/dining area. Includes stove, 
refrigerator, W/D and blinds.
Quiet neighborhood, yard. Safe 
and secure. Controlled access 
parking. 1 year minimum lease.
Available NOW! 5 blocks west 
of SMC. Call Paul (310)452-
3673.
SANTA MONICA $575.00 Stu-
dio, pet ok, r/s, carpets, laundry, 
parking. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.
SANTA MONICA $795.00 1 
bdrm, r/s, carpets, quiet, park-
ing. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $925.00 1 
bdrm, carpets, stove, large clos-
ets, laundry, parking. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

VENICE $1350.00 Nice 1+1.
Hardwood floors. W/D in unit.
1128 6th Ave. Cat OK.
(310)399-7235
W. LOS Angeles $800.00 1 
bdrm,  1 bath, stove, refrigera-
tor, no pets. 10957 National 
Blvd. Unit B1/2.

Guest Houses
CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin’s! 
Find a sweet guest house in the 
Daily Press.

SANTA MONICA $875.00 guest 
house, r/s. carpets, W/D, blinds, 
parking, utilities included. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT.
SANTA MONICA $950.00 
Guest house, private entrance, 
frig, laundry, parking. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1000.00 Du-
plex, r/s, yard, N. of Wilshire, 
garage. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1195.00 r/s, 
patio, large closets, carpets, 
parking. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $699.00 Tri-
plex, parking, quiet, month-to-
month. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

Roommates
SANTA MONICA $495.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, r/s, patio, car-
pets, large closets, parking.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

W. LOS Angeles $350.00/mo.
plus utilities. 1 bdrm, 1 bath.
Move in by end of May. Female 
preferred. Catherine (310)826-
3484

Massage

DR.-TRAINED MASSEUR.

Comfortable & Private. War-
Time Discount!  Call “THOR”
for details. (310)829-5386 

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

MASSAGE  EN-
JOY a really great, amazing 
and wonderful full body 
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue and Tantra. (Platonic 
only!) No time limit. Will 
come to you. 24/7  Cute, 
slim, fit, petite mature choc-
olate. 14 years experi-
ence. Dolly’s pager 
(310)236-9627.

SIX CLIENTS A Day...It’s possi-
ble if you choose to promote 
your rub downs in the Daily 
Press. It’s only a buck a day! 
Call now....(310)458-7737.

Announcements

GG  EE TT    UU  PP  !!
GG  EE  TT    OO  UU  TT  !!

AA    DD    VV    EE    RR    TT    II    SS    EE!!
IItt’’ss  oonnllyy  aa  bbuucckk!!

������������������������
PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect need’s volunteer’s for 
events that honor our heros.
(310)899-3888  pro.se@adel-
phia.net

Announcements
VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council!  Our Residents, 
Businesses,  Schools must 
come first!

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE! Profes-
sional Personal Assistance.
Let me take care of your per-
sonal and business needs so 
you can go play! (310) 452-
4310 STRONG REFER-
ENCES! Reasonable rates!

COMPUTER HELP at home
We install DSL, networks, wire-

less, etc. Very reasonable 
rates. Guaranteed. Call John at 

(310)748-1743

GARDEN CONSULTANT 
Need help with your garden 
or selling? Add thousands of 
$$$ to property value by en-
hancing curb appeal. Let me 
help. Reasonable rates and 
references. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272.

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

I WILL walk just your dog,
no groups, kiwi male,
$15hr, phone Andrew 
5870037

LICENSED, ORIENTAL thera-
pist. Provide foot herb soaking, 
a full body massage. Treatment 
to doorstep. 626-673-8419.

VIDEO WORKSHOP! Make 
your own video. See it on 
TV! All Ages! (310)842-7574

WEB DESIGN Businesses in 
need of website guidance call 
(310)428-4869 for information.
Ask about available discounts.

Health/Beauty
MAKE-UP BY Mandy!  For all 
occasions. Call for appoint-
ment. (310)384-8696

Classifieds Work!

Sell you stuff, rent
your place,

promote your
service!

call 310-458-7737

Sell those old skis. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell your old sporting goods to someone who will actually use them.

Santa Monica Daily Press

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 ext.101
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LLAABBrriiddggee
IInntteerrnneett

S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 5 9 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

Lobster Weekend
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

5-10PM

at

featuring:

11/2 Pound Lobster Dinner
$19.95

Call for reservations

(310) 395-9700
Ext. 6058

Cézanne Restaurant is located
in the heart of the

A JW MARRIOT™ BEACH HOTEL AND SPA
1740 OCEAN AVENUE • SANTA MONICA

Make your reservations
for Mother’s Day

NOW!

BY SIOBHAN MCDONOUGH
Associated Press Writer

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Described as a workaholic,
charismatic, and a snazzy dresser to boot, the colorful
six-term mayor of Providence still manages to warm the
hearts of Rhode Islanders even as he faces federal cor-
ruption charges.

“Mayor Cianci will be re-elected from a jail cell if
that’s what it comes to — that’s how much we love him,”
said Providence restaurateur Robert I. Burke. “People
love him because he surrounds himself with an aura of
power that’s mixed with a hint of danger.”

Mayor Vincent A. Cianci Jr. — nicknamed “Buddy”
by friends and foes alike — has already made it known
he’s interested in a seventh term despite the indictments.

Cianci and three others face charges of racketeering
and soliciting bribes for city contracts and jobs. Cianci’s
chief of staff is scheduled to go on trial at a later date.

The mayor has maintained his innocence on all 29
counts.

On Tuesday, a judge denied a request by defense attor-
neys to suppress some five hours of videotape in which
the former Tax Board Chairman, one of the men arrested
along with Cianci, makes incriminating statements and
boasts about his connections to the mayor.

This allows the trial to start on Wednesday as sched-
uled with jury selection.

Even an indictment and possible conviction don’t
seem to diminish the appeal of the 60-year-old Cianci,
who has carved out a role as a polished politician, quick-
witted and amusing to watch, with a knack for reforming
a formerly downtrodden city.

“People cut Cianci considerable slack just because of
his personal charisma,” said Darrell West, a Brown

University political science professor. “He’s a strong
leader who has produced good results and so people off-
set the corruption issue.”

It’s not the first time the mayor has been embroiled in
a court battle.

Cianci was first elected mayor in 1974. He left office
in 1984 in the middle of his third term after a conviction
on assault charges. After a stint as a radio talk-show host,
he was re-elected in 1990.

“The average person in Rhode Island understands that
being in politics is like being in the lane at the NBA final
games in the last three minutes. There are some elbows
going to be thrown, some pushing,” said Burke.

“That’s how politics is played here everyday, and
Cianci plays the game better than anyone,” he said.

A Brown University poll released in January showed
that 63 percent of registered voters surveyed believe
Cianci is doing a good or excellent job, up from 61 per-
cent in September.

At the same time, 50 percent said they didn’t think
Cianci was an honest person. The poll surveyed 461 reg-
istered voters and had a margin of error of plus or minus
5 percentage points. It was conducted from Jan. 26-28.

Much of Cianci’s appeal comes from the creation of
Waterplace Park, a system of canals and brick walkways
formed by rerouting two rivers. Iron pedestrian bridges and
gondola rides give the area a Venice-like atmosphere. The
city also has an arts and entertainment district where artists
who live and work in new loft studios get tax breaks.

Other projects include a $460 million shopping mall,
a $350 million convention center and hotel, a new skat-
ing rink and more than $300 million in transportation
improvements.

Cianci’s charm or successes aren’t good enough for
Harold Meyer III, who wants Cianci to resign. Meyer
leads a group he’s dubbed the Rhode Island Citizens for
Ethical Government.

“He takes credit for a lot of things he really didn’t do,”
Meyer said. “He tarnishes the office, and enables other
corruption. It’s disgusting.”

Steve Stamatis, 40, is one of those city residents who
will support the mayor no matter what dark cloud hovers
over him.

“People will like Cianci no matter what — look at
Clinton,” said Stamatis, owner of a downtown restaurant.
“People in America are willing to forget.”

Some people say the controversies, allegations and
impending court proceedings must be patiently weighed
with his track record in revitalizing a city dubbed “The
Renaissance City” for its comeback.

“There was a time when it was dismal and unwelcom-
ing in the city of Providence — it was the poster child of
urban decay,” said Burke. “We call it a renaissance city,
but it’s more like a resurrection that occurred here.”

Some of the mayor’s foes aren’t impressed enough.
“I don’t like him,” said Andy Schrader, 34, of

Providence. “There have been a lot of scandals. We need
someone more honest and trustworthy.”

Mayor’s magnetism continues; corruption trial approaches

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)

“Mayor Cianci will be re-elected
from a jail cell if that’s what 

it comes to — that’s how much 
we love him.”

— ROBERT I. BURKE
Restaurateur


