
Police unveil new
surveillance tactic for
gang-addled area
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

In response to increased gang activity
on Santa Monica’s east side, police 
will patrol the area with helicopters begin-
ning tonight.

“Operation Prime Time” is part of the
Santa Monica Police Department’s
increased presence in the Pico neighbor-
hood, which runs north of the Santa

Monica Freeway to Santa Monica
Boulevard, south to Pico Boulevard and
east from Lincoln Boulevard to Centinela
Boulevard.

The SMPD will borrow a helicopter
that belongs to the Hawthorne Police
Department. Police officials wouldn’t say
when the helicopter will be used or for
how long.

“They will be flying over Santa
Monica randomly, monitoring and talking
to our officers,” said Lt. Frank Fabrega, a
police department spokesman. “They will
have direct communication with our field
officers and our ground units. 

“Mainly the helicopter will provide
assistance,” he added. “It will do a fly

over and spend time in the city if needed.
And when it’s done, it will go back to
Hawthorne. But it will fly over several
times during its shift.”

The use of the helicopter and air sup-
port will be evaluated on a weekly basis,
based on how successful the operation is.

About a month ago, high ranking
police department officials held a meeting
to discuss the recent spate of shootings in
the Pico neighborhood and how police
could increase their presence there. 

At the time, four shootings had
occurred since January, though no fatali-
ties or serious injuries resulted. 

Since more officers have been
deployed to the neighborhood, there has

been only one shooting. Two rival gang
members were involved in a shoot-out.
They led officers on a high-speed chase
through the residential area before evad-
ing police.

A Pico neighborhood task force, which
works closely with police in curbing
gang-related crime, also has been set up.

More officers — both in patrol cars and
on bikes — have helped curb crime in the
area, officials say.

“It gives officers the ability to stop and
talk to residents and they are able to walk
their bikes and talk to kids and hear their
concerns,” Fabrega said. “On the other
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BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Students and faculty of Santa
Monica High School rallied Thurs-
day in support of unionization
efforts at a hotel located on adjacent
school district property, while also
honoring a renowned labor activist.

Hundreds of students, faculty
members and union organizers
marched through the SAMOHI cam-
pus, then met in front of a newly-
painted mural at the school celebrat-
ing the life of Cesar Chavez.

The after-school rally was largely
in response to a recent advertising
campaign launched by the man-
agement of the Doubletree Guest
Suites Hotel, located at 1707 4th 
St., against the Hotel Employees 
and Restaurant Employees Union
Local 814.

“This was about taking the mes-
sage of Chavez’s life’s work to the
management of the Doubletree,”
said Oscar de la Torre, director of
the Pico Youth and Family Center,
one of the rally’s organizers. 

Hotel officials did not want to
comment on the rally.

The Doubletree is built on prop-
erty owned by the Santa Monica-
Malibu United School District. 

“This has become a war of prop-
aganda,” de la Torre said. “This is
the poor man’s ad. We may not have
the financial resources they have,
but we obviously have the edge
when it comes to people.”

Students said the fight to unionize
the hotel was equivalent to a civil
rights movement for workers.

“All the students were here
because they feel strongly about

unionization and the betterment of
society as a whole,” said junior Carl
Lisberger. 

The hotel’s full-page advertise-
ments — two of which have
appeared in the Santa Monica Daily
Press — reprint a petition it says a
majority of its workers presented to
hotel management recently.

“I am asking for help in stopping
the local hotel union from visiting my

Students rally for
union cause, Chavez

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Four of the six public bathrooms in down-
town Santa Monica may be closed in the next
two weeks because they are perceived as
havens for the homeless and illegal drugs.

At the next Bayside District Corporation
board meeting April 25, board members will
be asked to approve a recommendation to
close the restrooms and consider safer loca-

tions for new ones, said Kathleen Rawson, the
corporation’s executive director.

Bayside was planning a $2 million renova-
tion of the public restroom facilities, but it
delayed those plans because a newly-
approved city parking plan may demolish
several of the downtown garages where the
restrooms are located.

Rawson said board members would decide

Unsafe conditions may close
downtown public restrooms

Helicopters take flight over Pico neighborhood

See HELICOPTERS, page 3

See PROTEST, page 5See RESTROOMS, page 3

“This has become a
war of propaganda.

This is the poor 
man’s ad. We may not

have the financial
resources they have,

but we obviously have
the edge when it

comes to people.”
— OSCAR DE LA TORRE

Rally organizer

Andrew H Fixmer/Daily Press
Santa Monica High School students and faculty rally in support of unionization efforts
at a hotel located on school district property. A newly-painted mural honoring labor
activist Cesar Chavez is in the background.



LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Allow someone to take the lead. After
listening to this person, you might decide that
another approach to the conversation could be
desirable. A discussion takes you in a new direc-
tion. Visualize more of what you want and desire.
Tonight: Go along with another’s plans.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Have no qualms about reaching out for
someone. You find that a positive mind-set helps
you get work done but also allows others to be
more efficient. Don’t underestimate your poten-
tial when dealing with another close to you.
Tonight: Get a treat on the way home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Charge some of that zest and flex into
your work. Creativity comes out of nowhere. You
seem to be an endless source of ideas. You could
reverse direction, if necessary. Schedule time for
a special person in your life. Tonight: Romp on
out the door.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Deal with others directly, especially
someone involving your home and security. Still,
get more information about an investment. Your
instincts direct you with real estate and a person-
al matter. Trust your decisions. Don’t undermine
yourself. Tonight: Stop and rent a movie on the
way home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You bubble forth with information and
ideas. You take a new direction when dealing
with someone. Your sense of humor helps anoth-
er change his or her position. Don’t take anoth-
er’s word as the final say-so. Brainstorm with
associates. Return calls. Tonight: At your favorite
Friday-night spot.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Your high profile might be disconcerting
to another. How you feel about a personal matter
could change substantially. Work with a flexible
boss. You gain much more insight as a result of
your interactions with this higher-up. Tonight:
Curb your spending.

HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Reach out for someone. A change you
have been considering could take you in a new
direction. Your personality radiates and makes
new beginnings possible. Your high energy helps
clear out any excess work. Finish off e-mail.
Tonight: Make a splash wherever you are.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Take your time and think through a
decision. Slow down and consider your options.
You also might opt to start a diet or do some-
thing special for yourself. Consider options sur-
rounding a partnership that is unusually impor-
tant to you. Tonight: Vanish and do for yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Where your friends are is where you’ll
need to be. A meeting at work could turn into a
social occasion. Your opinion of an associate
could transform as a result of what is going on.
Reach out for someone at a distance. Tonight:
Lead the gang out of work.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You’re in the limelight. Display more
of your leadership characteristics when dealing
with a work situation. Consider options that
surround your office situation. Take your time
clearing your desk and e-mail. Others appreci-
ate your efficiency. Tonight: Out late.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Start at the beginning once more.
Creativity mixed with impeccable clarity
makes an idea sounder. A child or loved one
changes his or her tune. Hop on the computer
and do research. Your vision of what is possi-
ble could change dramatically. Tonight: Take
off ASAP.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Another cares deeply about you.
Discussions help both of you understand how
different you are in the way you express your
affection. Carefully establish limits.
Reorganize your finances accordingly. Tonight:
Opt for togetherness.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Aquarius, go to your favorite night spot

“There is no gravity. 
The earth sucks.”

— Graffito
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LONA 
ANTIQUES & FURNITURE

ON CONSIGNMENT

2316/2408 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA (AT KENSINGTON)

310-581-5566
16,000 sq.ft of Fabulous Buys

on Consignment and New Furniture

Mon.— Sat. 10am-7pm

Specializing in 
19th Century Antiques
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equal or lesser value.
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GET OUT!
Shiatsu Massage School of California
presents *DOIN* Self-Healing Workshop

every Friday from 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
*DOIN* is effective in increasing one's natu-

ral healing power through fetal (Tanden)
breathing, Microcosmic meditation, Chi

Kong, Eight steps Brocade, and Ampuku
(abdominal massage), according to healers.
Taught by Dr. DoAnn T. Kaneko. 2309 Main

Street, Santa Monica. (310) 396-4877.
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LANDMARK’S NuWILSHIRE
THEATRE

1314 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

THE CAT’S MEOW [PG-13] Dolby SR
Friday – Thursday: 11:00 – 1:45 – 4:30 – 7:15 –

10:00
Sorry, No Passes Accepted

KISSING JESSICA STEIN [R] Ultra Stereo
Friday, Sunday – Thursday: 11:30 – 2:00 – 4:15 –

7:00 – 9:45
Saturday: 11:50 – 2:00 – 4:15 – 7:00 – 9:45

LAEMMLE’S MONICA 
4 PLEX

1332 Second St, Santa Monica

Y TU MAMA TAM BIEN
2:00 -4:45 -7:30 - 10:15

AMADEUS: DIRECTOR’S CUT (R)
12:15 - 4:15 - 8:15

MONSTERS BALL (R)
1:45 -4:30 - 7:15 - 10:00

QUO VADIS
12:00 - 3:45 - 7:30

Santa Monica’s 
Daily Calendar

Today at the Movies!
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“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

310.451.SLICE (7542)
915 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

X-Large Cheese Pizza
$9.95

exp. 4/13/02

the specific restrooms to be closed, though
she said those in parking garages located
at 1234 4th St., and 1320 4th St., may
remain open.

That plan would leave one restroom
each on the extreme north and south ends
of the Third Street Promenade, she said.
The other restrooms are located on the
ground floor of the parking garages at
1235 2nd St., 1321 2nd St., 1440 4th St.,
and 1431 2nd St.

Regardless of what the board decides,
it is clear there will be a significant
change in policies regarding the public
restrooms, where they are located and
how they are patrolled, Rawson said.

Santa Monica Mayor Mike Feinstein
said the issue is not
about the homeless
but about making
the restrooms safer.
He said criminals
often lie in wait and
rob people when
they enter the rest-
rooms.

“We’ve been stru-
ggling with these
safety issues for sev-
eral years,” he said.
“All too many peo-
ple are simply dishonest and violent and
use the bathrooms to harm others.”

However, police said that while they
regularly respond to calls for assistance at
public restrooms for reports of criminal
activities, they mostly find homeless peo-
ple hanging out.

“The perception is there are criminal
acts going on rather than actual crimes
being committed,” said Lt. Frank Fabrega,
a Santa Monica Police Department
spokesman.

Homeless people often use the sinks
as places to wash their clothes and fill up
water bottles, he said. There are often
many complaints about the bad odors
and clutter.

A visitor to all six bathrooms Thursday
afternoon found that while the facilities
smelled mostly of disinfectant and bleach,

many of the stalls, walls and toilets were
covered in feces and urine. Also, nearly
all the bathroom users appeared to be
transients. 

In two of the structures, toilet bowls
were overflowing with toilet paper, 

making the floors
treacherously slip-
pery. Litter also was
strewn about the
floors.

In another struc-
ture, moans from a
man in one of the
stalls drove away oth-
ers in the bathroom.

City maintenance
workers have in-
creased the number
of times they clean

the bathrooms, making them much clean-
er than in recent years.

“They are not unclean because of their
design or because our staff isn’t doing
their work,” Feinstein said. “The problem
is that people are classless when it comes
to how they treat public restrooms.”

By decreasing the number of public
facilities there will be fewer places for
homeless people to go to the restroom,
other than in public streets, alleyways and
parks or on private property.

Bayside officials believe the decrease
in the number of public restrooms won’t
affect businesses or act as a deterrent to
shoppers coming downtown.

They said public restrooms located in
Santa Monica Place and private ones in
shops along the Third Street Promenade,
including many of the larger bookstores and

the movie theaters, would remain open.
“There are a lot of bathrooms down-

town,” Rawson said. “There happen to be
more options if you are a patron visiting
stores than if you’re just hanging out.”

The Bayside District Corporation is a
public-private management company in
partnership with the City of Santa
Monica, charged with the responsibility of
overseeing public safety, security, and
maintenance of streets surrounding the
Promenade, including the alleys and the
six city-owned parking structures.

Downtown public restrooms covered in feces, litter
RESTROOMS, from page 1

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
A homeless man wheels his shopping
cart Thursday afternoon into the men’s
public restroom at the parking garage
located at 1321 2nd St.

side of the coin, it acts as a deterrent. 
“People up to criminal activity may be able to see or

hear the police cars coming, but they may not see the
bicycle officers coming. It gives them the ability to do
patrols a little more effectively in a concentrated area.”

Fabrega said the patrols have not only been effective,
but have garnered the support of the community.

“Residents are calling police officers more frequently
and reporting more crimes,” he said.

The neighborhood has been engulfed in a turf war
between two gangs — the Graveyard Crips and the Santa
Monica 17th Street gang — for years. The tension
between the two groups has flared up in the past several
months.

Despite reports that increased graffiti has plagued the
Pico neighborhood in recent weeks, Fabrega said there
has been a dramatic decline in gang tagging.

“We attribute that not only to the law enforcement
aspect but also to community members calling and hav-
ing it removed immediately,” he said. 

But some say graffiti has become a problem in recent
weeks.

“I would disagree with (Fabrega) on that one,” said
Peter Tigler, president of the Pico Neighborhood
Association. “Just on my street there was tags three
nights in a row.”

However, Tigler wasn’t complaining about the height-
ened police presence.

“Almost everybody has noticed the increased patrols,”
Tigler said. “There haven’t been any shootings since they
beefed up the patrols, which is nice.”

Pico residents have been asking for more police for
years, but haven’t gotten it until now, he said.

“I know they are doing it on a week by week basis but
we have been asking for it on a more permanent scale,”
Tigler said. 

As far as patrolling with helicopters, Tigler said he
will reserve his judgment until he can determine if it’s
effective.

“If they are just going to buzz around and wake every-
body up then I’m not sure,” he said.

Increased police patrols in neighborhood lauded
HELICOPTERS, from page 1

“The problem is that 
people are classless

when it comes to 
how they treat public 

restrooms.”

— MICHAEL FEINSTEIN
Santa Monica mayor

“If they are just going to buzz
around and wake everybody up

then I’m not sure.”

— PETER TIGLER
Pico Neighborhood Association president

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Many of the public toilets are covered
in urine and feces, like this one at 
the parking structure located at 1440
4th St.
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We, at the Boathouse, have read Mr.
Michael Klein’s editorial opinion letter
published April 4, 2002, in the Santa
Monica Daily Press. On behalf of my
family, Boathouse employees, and
patrons, I want the people in Santa
Monica to know that they can bet that I
am going to fight for the integrity of my
family and the contributions my family
have made to Santa Monica and, to a
lesser extent, the greater Los Angeles
community, for the last 50 years. 

My grandfather, Ben DeSimone, built
the Boathouse almost five decades ago.
Ben, his daughter and my mother Patricia
DeSimone, and I have continued the
restaurant during the good times and the
bad times experienced on the pier. Since
my grandfather passed in 1989, I am
happy he was spared seeing the disregard
by the Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation and the Santa Monica City
Council of Santa Monica’s culture, his-
torical beginnings, and the true meaning
of doing and attracting business on the
Santa Monica Pier.

Many people have contacted us in
bewilderment that the Boathouse may
not continue in business.  

In 1993, my mother went before the
Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation’s so-called leasing commit-
tee and received approval to negotiate the
termination of our 20 year lease earlier so
that we could obtain a lease for many
more years. Mr. John Gilchrist, the then
executive director of the Santa Monica
Pier Restoration Corporation, promised
us that all terms of the lease were accept-

able to him. We discovered later, after
Mr. Gilchrist retired, that his promises
were not being honored or respected by
the representatives of the City of Santa
Monica through the Santa Monica Pier
Restoration Corporation and/or its identi-
cal twin sister, the Santa Monica Pier
Restoration Corporation Leasing
Committee.

When we were promised a new lease,
it was the beginning of a process where-
by we were pre-
pared to invest
millions of dollars
in this old restau-
rant. We also
agreed to provide
the utmost in dis-
ability access to
our restaurant as
we have for years. 

After we were promised a lease by Mr.
Gilchrist, we attempted to temporarily
“shore-up” the restaurant by investing
some $300,000. The Boathouse, for cer-
tain, is showing its age. Nonetheless, we
have kept on paying our rent, storm or no
storm damage. 

The Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation has pointed its finger at us
for being old. Interestingly, the Santa
Monica Pier Restoration Corporation has
been composed of corporate board mem-
bers which have participated as corporate
board members since its inception, near-
ly 20 years ago. 

The negative buzzwords by city offi-
cials about the Boathouse being a motor-
cycle themed restaurant abound. The first

and historic Route 66 was a transnational
automobile route from coast to coast.
Legend has it that the west side termina-
tion point was the Santa Monica Pier.

The emphases on motorcycle images
were a very convenient way for the Santa
Monica City Council and the Santa
Monica Pier Restoration Corporation to
conjure up, denounce and degrade our
years of service so as to purposefully
mislead others to replace us by incorrect-

ly “tagging” us
with a motorcycle
moniker, through
its undefined and
deceitful lease pro-
gram. 

To further nur-
ture the economic
and cultural well-
being of the Santa

Monica Pier visitors and the Santa
Monica Pier tenants, we have heard that
the Santa Monica City Council and the
Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation consider that Bubba Gump
Shrimp is a chain restaurant, but only a
“small chain.” 

This is blatant violation of the guide-
lines. Gee whiz, should a multiple chain
restaurant financed by Paramount
Studios, the financial partner of Bubba
Gump, and an investment banker from
Pennsylvania, fall within the established
public pier guidelines published by the
City of Santa Monica and relied upon us
for so many years be considered as a
local business enterprise? How about a
mom-and-pop restaurant existing for

more than four decades?
Since the incorporation in 1983 of the

Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation, there have been many busi-
ness failures on the Santa Monica Pier
which have cost the City of Santa Monica
dearly in terms of good faith and hope. If
it were not for a continuous flow of
monies “gifted” by the City of Santa
Monica through the Santa Monica City
Council, the Santa Monica Pier
Restoration Corporation more than likely
would fail to exist if it were treated as a
normal business enterprise. 

This is not what the City of Santa
Monica had in mind when it founded
Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation.

We continue to enjoy an “A” rating
from the Department of Health and have
enjoyed numerous awards and patron
endorsements for our affordable seafood.

We are happy to continue our unique
service to those folks without socks in
their shoes. The old Boathouse has the
character in what has made the City of
Santa Monica a special place for many
years.  Unfortunately, a landmark family
business that is proud of old business and
is only one of a few other beach cities on
the California coast that now exist, enjoy
the cultural ambiance of the Boathouse,
which the City of Santa Monica and its
representatives will deprive the people
should they get their way.  Thanks for
your support to continue the memories.

(Naia Sheffield is the president and
family member of the Boathouse.)

Boathouse owner won’t go down without a fight

Guest 
Commentary

By Naia Sheffield

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are
letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned.
Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters
also may be mailed to our offices located at 530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to
editing for space and content.

Santa Monica needs a people’s advocate
Editor:

Santa Monica needs a strong ombudsman mayor, a people's advocate. Currently,
the mayor is largely a ceremonial figurehead who lacks political legitimacy. The
mayor is “elected” by only seven people, the plurality seven members on the city
council — where in 20 years no member ever has been elected by a majority vote.
In contrast, the strong VERITAS ombudsman mayor will be accountable and polit-
ically legitimate. To encourage a majority vote, if no candidate receives over a 50
percent vote in the spring state primary, there will be a runoff in the November elec-
tion. This will make the mayor a politically legitimate ombudsman for the people,
not a mere spokesperson for the council majority.

VERITAS also creates a long overdue “check and balance” system between the
city council and the mayor. The ombudsman mayor will have the power to veto leg-
islation, subject to a two-third over-ride vote by the city council. This check and bal-
ance system is a cherished American tradition as old as the U.S. Constitution.
Checks and balances are part of our California Constitution and part of many city
governments. Indeed, this check and balance system was part of Santa Monica's first
City Charter.  

Whether or not you support VERITAS, surely everyone will benefit from a full
and open discussion. Not since 1946, when our current city charter was enacted, has
there been such an important debate on reforming Santa Monica government.  

Paul DeSantis
Santa Monica

LETTERS

YOUR
OPINION
M ATTERS!

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200

Santa Monica, CA  90401

sack@smdp.com
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“#One Pizza” — LA Times

BY DON THOMPSON
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — The first person
charged with state crimes in an Insurance
Department scandal had his initial court
appearance on eight felony allegations
Thursday, but declined to enter a plea.

Ronald Leo Weekley, 49, a Los Angeles
businessman, is alleged to have profited
during the scandal that brought the resig-
nation of Insurance Commissioner Chuck
Quackenbush in 2000.

He is charged in Sacramento County
Superior Court with grand theft, perjury,
receiving stolen property and preparing
false documents. He asked for a court-
appointed attorney, and his next court
appearance was set for April 25.
Weekley has not been arrested or
required to post bond.

Weekley, the former president of the
California Research and Assistance Fund,
is alleged to have approved an $18,000
payment in December 1999 to
Community Connections, a consulting
firm he allegedly created and owned.

He also is charged with lying about the
$18,000 payment on a state financial dis-
closure statement by claiming
Community Connections had earned less
than $250 in 1999.

He’s accused of later creating a false
invoice and work plan to support the pay-
ment, filing them with federal, state and
local officials after he was served with a
federal grand jury subpoena.

He also is accused of stealing a state
computer authorities said they found in

his home. That computer was one of 11
donated by Dell Computers to the state
Department of Drug and Alcohol
Programs, but never used by the depart-
ment.

Weekley is the third person to face
criminal charges in connection with the
scandal involving Quackenbush, but the
first charged with state crimes by
Attorney General Bill Lockyer.

George Grays, a former deputy insur-
ance commissioner, pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court to mail fraud and money laun-
dering. Brian Thompson, a former coach
who operated a camp for troubled chil-
dren, is awaiting trial on federal fraud and
conspiracy charges.

Quackenbush reached secret agree-
ments with insurance companies that
allowed them to donate millions of dollars
to his foundation instead of paying fines
for mishandling claims from the 1994
Northridge earthquake. He resigned in
2000 rather than face impeachment and
has since moved to Hawaii.

Grays and Thompson, and now
Weekley, are accused of mishandling
foundation funds.

Quackenbush created the foundation
under a state law that required it to be
operated by an independent board for
charitable acts.

An investigation by the Assembly
Insurance Committee discovered that the
foundation was actually run by Grays,
who used its assets to distribute money to
friends such as Weekley, and to buy tele-
vision advertising designed to enhance
Quackenbush’s political career.

First appearance for latest
charged in insurance scandal

house and harassing me,” the petition
states. “This note/petition is being signed
by my own free will with no pressure from
anyone.”

Hotel workers recently testified before
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified school
board members, saying they are paid less
than $10 per hour and toil under poor
working conditions.

Mainly through Spanish interpreters,
workers told of a lack of health insurance
and of a harassing campaign by the hotel’s
management to prevent the union from
organizing the resort’s labor.

At the meeting, union organizers also
urged the school district to audit the
Doubletree because rent paid by the hotel
hasn’t increased in nearly four years.

Superintendent John Deasy said he had
instructed school district attorneys to
review the lease six weeks ago and begin
an audit to ensure the hotel has been pay-
ing the proper rent.

Julia Brownley,  president of the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School Board,
said she attended the rally to show sup-
port as a Santa Monica resident.

However, she said no official stance
has been taken by the school district
administration or the school board.

“The students have a right to organize
and voice their concerns,” Brownley said.
“It’s always fine when they do that, as
long as its in a peaceful and controlled
manner.”

There were numerous Santa Monica
Police officers, school security officers
and faculty members on hand to ensure
the rally remained under control. School
officials said they treated the union rally
like a football game, a pep rally or any
other school event.

Tight security at high
school union rally
PROTEST, from page 1

“The students have a
right to organize and
voice their concerns.”

— JULIA BROWNLEY
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School Board
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TEMPORARY/LONG LASTING
COLOR/AIRBRUSH TATTOOS
3-5 days • Many colors available • Hypo Allergenic Make-up used

Bar Mitzvah • Birthday Parties • Graduation • Special & Corporate Events

MARTA FISCHER (310) 453-9002
1317 Princeton St. #1, Santa Monica • E-mail: Partyfaces@aol.com

CUT & COLOR FOR
MEN & WOMEN

SPECIAL: Come in and receive 
$2 off any haircut or $5 off any color.

Limit one per customer. Available through Lauren only

LOCATION: 2918 Santa Monica Blvd. (at Yale St. by Coogies Café) Santa Monica
PHONE: Call for an appointment 310.828.6986 • 310.315.1098

Walk-Ins welcome (Tues-Sat) 

Lauren at

PRINTING, COPYING AND
DIGITAL NETWORK

24 x 36 4color poster $20OFF

1909 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90404
Tel: (310) 829-3022 Fax: (310) 829-3099

please mention this ad • parking in rear (through alley)

• Hand Finished Laundry
• Wet Cleaning
• Custom Tailoring
• Custom Leather Garments
• Leather Clean & Repair
• Alterations

VICTOR’S CLEANERS & TAILORS
SINCE 1944

700 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica 90401
(310) 394-2724 • Fax (310) 458-1505

$3.00 off
Any dry cleaning order 
of $11 or more exp. 4/28/02

Open for Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Pastries to go or on the spot

Catering available
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BY MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Companies con-
trolled by Enron Corp. sold each other
large amounts of electricity in California,
artificially driving up the price of power,
the head of the state’s Public Utilities
Commission told Congress Thursday.

Five Enron affiliates traded more than
10 million megawatt hours of electricity
among themselves in the last three months
of 2000, the same time that power prices
in California were spiraling out of control,
CPUC President Loretta Lynch said.

“These were sham transactions, causing
the price to rise with each supposed sale,”
Lynch said. “The same individuals were
managing these companies. They had the
same employees, trading with themselves.”

Lynch’s testimony was the latest allega-
tion that Enron manipulated California’s
electricity crisis in late 2000 and early
2001. She appeared at a Senate Commerce
Committee hearing to consider whether
the bankrupt energy trading company
played a role in the power crunch.

Enron spokeswoman Karen Denne
later denied the company manipulated
California’s energy market. “Market
structure was the cause of California’s
energy crisis, not Enron,” Denne said.

No Enron officials appeared at the
hearing, called at the request of Sen.
Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., and largely sym-
pathetic to the proposition that Enron was
heavily involved in the meteoric rise in
power prices.

One cautionary note came from Sen.
Peter Fitzgerald, R-Ill., who said he was
“skeptical ... as to whether Enron had any

effect on California’s energy crisis.”
But five witnesses, who also included

state Sen. Joseph Dunn, D-Santa Ana, and
California Power Authority Chairman S.
David Freeman, told the committee that
Enron initially sought the deregulation of
the electricity market in California by
falsely promising that consumers’ electric
bills would go down, then leaned heavily
on federal energy regulators not to step in
when power prices began to climb in the
newly deregulated market.

Dunn is leading a Senate investigation
into the energy crisis, in which wholesale
power rates jumped tenfold, three
investor-owned utilities faced financial
ruin and Californians experienced rolling
power blackouts.

“The deregulation, led by Enron, has
become perhaps the greatest fraud ever
perpetrated on the American consumer,”
Dunn said.

The Senate on Wednesday rejected a
proposal, inspired by the Enron collapse,
that would have required federal regula-
tion of financial contracts used to specu-
late on energy prices.

The financial contracts, known as
derivatives, were at the center of the way
in which Enron provoked the rise in
power prices, Lynch said.

The witnesses also said Californians
and other Westerners would again see
soaring power prices if the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission were to
lift the price caps it imposed last year on
wholesale power purchases throughout
the West. The caps, credited with helping
bring down prices, are set to expire Sept.
30 unless FERC extends them.

Enron manipulated power
market, witnesses claim

BY KRISTEN HAYS
Associated Press Writer

SUGAR LAND, Texas — An
anguished note left behind by a former
Enron Corp. executive who killed himself
in January makes no specific mention of
the energy giant’s collapse but says
“where there was once great pride now
it’s gone.”

The police department in this Houston
suburb released the seven-sentence note
from John Clifford Baxter immediately
after the Texas attorney general’s office
issued an opinion that the document was a
public record.

About two hours later, a judge granted
a request from Baxter’s family for a tem-
porary restraining order sealing the hand-
written note. The family had opposed its
release, citing privacy issues.

Baxter, who resigned as vice chairman
in May 2001, months before Enron col-
lapsed, was found dead of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound on Jan. 25. He was 43.

The note, addressed to his wife, Carol,
said: “I am so sorry for this. I feel I just
can’t go on. I have always tried to do the
right thing but where there was once great
pride now it’s gone. I love you and the
children so much. I just can’t be any good
to you or myself. The pain is overwhelm-
ing. Please try to forgive me.” It was
signed, “Cliff.”

The note was handwritten in all capital

letters on a blank sheet of paper. An attor-
ney for the family, Pike Powers, has said
it was left in Carol Baxter’s car in the
garage of the family home. The home is a
half-mile from the spot where his body
was found.

Police spokeswoman Pat Whitty said
officials saw no reason to delay release of
the note once the attorney general’s office
issued its opinion. However, she said the
restraining order was granted before pho-
tos of Baxter’s body and car were
released, so those items will not be made
public immediately.

Powers said the family had no comment.
The attorney general’s office had until

Friday to make a decision. It turned aside
arguments that the note might embarrass
or invade the privacy of Baxter’s family,
“given the substantial public interest in
the causes of Enron’s failure and its far-
reaching consequences.”

The opinion also determined that
Baxter became a public figure. He had
been a defendant in investor lawsuits
because of Enron stock sales that netted
him about $35 million before the energy
giant’s stock price began falling last year.

Enron’s collapse was the biggest bank-
ruptcy in U.S. history.

Baxter was named in an explosive
warning that another Enron executive sent
to company Chairman and Chief
Executive Kenneth Lay in August about
questionable financial practices.

Police release suicide note
left by ex-Enron executive
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KKAARRTTEEKK
MUFFLER & AUTO REPAIR

Quality 
Repairs at

Reasonable
Rates

Complete
Auto Repair
Foreign &
Domestic

FRONT OR REAR BRAKE SPECIAL$49.95
Semi-Metallic Pads Slightly Higher

2310 COTNER AVE., WEST LA 90064 11480 GATEWAY BLVD., WEST LA 90064
310.444.4938 310.477.7475

We Specialized in Custom Exhaust Systems & Transmissions

GUARANTEED SERVICE!!

Most Cars
With Coupon. Expires 4/28/02

*Try Our

Mousahab —
Marinated 1/2 Chicken cooked in
an oven with garlic tomato sauce
All dishes served with your choice of two of the following:
Basant rice, French fries, Green salad, Soup or Mixed veg-
etables (add any side order for $2.50).

716 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica

310.393.2913 fax 310.393.0115

GrandOpening!
Fine Mediterranean Cuisine • Healthy Fresh Food 

from our family recipes prepared daily from 100% fresh ingredients
We bake our own bread daily in our specially built stoves

Sham

$9.75
We have daily lunch specials

FREE delivery (within a 5 mile radius & $20 min. order)

Catering available

for a limited time only

Oceanfront Restaurant in Historic Hotel Casa Del Mar

A fashionable landmark on the coast. 
Breathtaking Pacific panoramas. 
A new menu bursting with flavor.

Grilled seafood and tender roasted meats. 
Classic pastas and refreshing salads. 
Fragrant spreads. Indulgent desserts.

A menu celebrating simplicity. 
An ambiance that’s coastal cool.

Reservations — 310-581-7714 
www.hotelcasadelmar.com
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By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The owners of several
Times Square buildings have filed a law-
suit against the makers of the upcoming
“Spider-Man” movie for digitally altering
a sign appearing in the motion picture.

In a lawsuit filed in Manhattan federal
court, the owners of 2 Times Square
allege that Columbia Pictures digitally
replaced a Samsung advertisement on the
side of the building with one for USA
Today. The sign appears three times in the
film, according to court papers.

Samsung is a competitor of Sony,

which owns Columbia Pictures.
“We think it’s inappropriate to substi-

tute your own image for the one that
exists,” Anthony Costantini, a lawyer for
building owners Sherwood 48 Associates,
told the Daily News in Thursday’s editions.

The Samsung advertisement also was
changed in some television commercials
promoting the movie with an ad for a
wireless telephone company.

A spokesman for Columbia Pictures in
Los Angeles declined to comment.

The movie, starring Tobey Maguire as
the Marvel Comics superhero, is sched-
uled to be released May 3.

Spider-Man flick caught in
legal web over altered signs

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — While a national
identity card has been widely discussed
following the terrorist attacks, a panel of
the National Academy of Sciences says
any such system must carefully balance
security needs with privacy concerns.

A well-run national system would
make it more difficult for a person to have
multiple identities and would help in find-
ing people such as potential terrorists, the
committee concluded.

But serious questions must be addressed
about how to protect privacy, who would
use the system, whether participation
would be mandatory, the type of informa-
tion to be collected and how to deal with
any failure or misuse of the system.

“The technical challenges, the expense

and the strong potential for infringement
on the civil liberties of ordinary citizens
demand that any proposed identity system
undergo strict public scrutiny and a thor-
ough engineering review,” said Stephen
Kent, chairman of the committee that
wrote the report: “IDs — Not That Easy.”

Kent is chief scientist for information
security at BBN Technologies, a research
firm based in Cambridge, Mass.

National identity cards are used in
some other countries but there is no com-
mon system, the report noted.

The committee was organized by the
National Research Council, an arm of the
academy. The National Academy of
Science is an independent organization
chartered to provide advice the govern-
ment on scientific matters.

National identity system needs
careful study, panel says

BY ERIN MCCLAM
Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — Each pack of cigarettes
sold in the United States costs the nation
$7 in medical care and lost productivity,
the government said Thursday.

The study by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention put the nation’s
total cost of smoking at $3,391 a year
for every smoker, or $157.7 billion.
Health experts had previously estimated
$96 billion.

Americans buy about 22 billion packs
of cigarettes annually. The CDC study is
the first to establish a per-pack cost to the
nation.

The agency estimated the nation’s smok-
ing-related medical costs at $3.45 per pack,
and said job productivity lost because of
premature death from smoking amounted
to $3.73 per pack, for a total of $7.18.

The average cost of a pack of cigarettes
in 1999 was $2.92.

“There’s a big difference in the cost to
society and what society is getting back in
tax,” said the CDC’s Dr. Terry Pechacek.
“We believe society is bearing a burden
for the individual behavioral choices of
the smokers.”

The CDC said it analyzed expenses,
both personal and for the health care
industry, and used national medical sur-
veys to calculate the costs to the nation.

The agency also reported that smoking
results in about 440,000 deaths a year in

the United States, up from the govern-
ment’s previous figure of 430,000, estab-
lished in the early 1990s. The new study
was conducted from 1995 to 1999.

“The fact that nearly half a million
Americans lose their lives each year
because of smoking-related illnesses is a
significant public health tragedy,” said Dr.
David Fleming, the CDC’s acting director.

A spokesman for tobacco giant Brown
& Williamson objected that the study
presents the figures in a vacuum, without
comparing smoking to the financial bur-
dens other people — nonsmokers with
diabetes, for example — place on society.

“What does that number mean?”
spokesman Mark Smith said. “It doesn’t
mean anything. It’s bordering on mean-
ingless.”

Representatives from the nation’s two
other leading tobacco companies —
Philip Morris and R.J. Reynolds — did
not immediately return calls for comment.

Among other findings:
— Smoking causes an average man to

lose more than 13 years of life, and an
average woman to lose 14.5 years.

— Smoking during pregnancy causes
about 1,000 infant deaths each year.

— Lung cancer causes the most deaths
among smokers, following by heart dis-
ease and lung disease.

— Men account for about 60 percent of
smoking deaths — 264,000 a year, com-
pared with 178,000 deaths among women.

CDC study puts economic loss
from smoking at $7 a pack



INTERNATIONAL
Page 8 ❑ Friday, April 12, 2002 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Sunkissed Tanning

NEW VHR LOW UVB BED! 5 tans for $60 (good for 2 months)

Regular beds only

only with this coupon • more coupons at www.sunkissedtan.com

� �

926 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica
Call for an appointment • 310.451.9895
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$12 $25 $5 $45
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1414 4th Street Santa Monica (at SM Blvd.) • (310) 260-3906
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Shampoo &
Conditioner
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&

Lowlight 
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Waxing
European Facial

(75 min)
with this ad only

HAIR FACIAL WAXING MASSAGE

Try a Relaxing Massage
Enjoy the benefits of our Shiatsu
massage with an experienced
intern. Call us for details. One
coupon per client. exp. 4/31/02

Since 1982
2309 Main Street, Santa Monica • 310-396-4877

$5OFF
Reg.
$30hr

27 Years of Local Trusted Service

All Makes and Models • All Repairs

Universal Cars
310-399-1232

1626 Lincoln Blvd (just north of I-10), Santa Monica
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(Lincoln at Colorado, one block N. of 10 fwy)

SANTA MONICA
AMERICAN
EXPRESS ATM

$8.95 Car Wash, Sealer Wax 
& Armor All Tires

exp. April/15/02

GASOLINE

(310) 450-6915  OPEN 7 DAYS

Cowboy, Berets, Panamas, Fedoras...
and More for

Ladies and Gents
Money back guarantee on all purchases

$10 off
any purchase of $49 or more
Cannot be combined with any other offer

FEDORA PRIMO HAT MERCHANTS
216 PIER AVENUE, SANTA MONICA

(just off Main Street)

310 399 8584
makins hats ltd.

BY ARTURO SALINAS
Associated Press Writer

TIJUANA, Mexico — The police
officers were expecting to receive an eval-
uation of their work.

Instead, soldiers and federal police
stormed a meeting Wednesday at a state
police academy in the border city of
Tecate, ordering dozens of officers —
including several chiefs and commanders
— to hand over their guns. They then
placed them under arrest.

Twenty-one city police from Tijuana and
Tecate and 20 state ministerial police were
flown to Mexico City overnight, the feder-
al attorney general’s office announced.

Deputy Attorney General Jose Jorge
Campos said none has yet been formally
charged, but he said the case was linked to
efforts to stamp out drug trafficking.

The mass arrest was one of President
Vicente Fox’s biggest corruption crack-
downs and came only weeks after Mexican
authorities delivered stunning blows to the
powerful Arellano Felix gang that operated
in the state for nearly two decades.

“The important thing here is that those
with responsibility are committed to com-
bating corruption,” Baja California Gov.
Eugenio Elorduy said.

Elorduy did not specify what charges
the officers faced, but local media report-
ed they were accused of protecting drug
smugglers.

Among those detained were Tecate
Police Chief Jesus Jacobo Aguirre;
Tijuana Police operations director Carlos
Edmundo Otal Namur; state ministerial
police commander Mario Anaya; the state
police’s Tijuana zone commander, Sergio
Riedel; the ministerial police chief for
Tecate, Eduardo Sanduval, and former
Mexicali police commander Juan
Cristobal Aguilar.

Otal is the No. 2 figure in the Tijuana
police, responsible for day to day opera-
tions. A former federal police intelligence
agent, he had undergone training by the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration,
according to his official biography.

State officials had called officers to the
state police academy in Tecate to discuss an
evaluation of their conduct and their licens-
es to carry arms, but said they did not know
about the arrests until they happened.

The Baja California governor’s office
said Wednesday that as many as 120
police had been detained, but most were
quickly freed.

The arrested officers were quickly
loaded onto planes in Tijuana, which lies
65 miles from Tecate near San Diego, and
were flown to Mexico City.

The arrests came a day after the U.N.
investigator into judicial independence,
Param Cumaraswamy, said corruption in
the Mexican legal system “continued
unabated” despite attempts at reform.

Wednesday’s arrests follow a flurry of
actions against drug smugglers in Baja
California state.

On March 9, Mexican police arrested
Benjamin Arellano Felix, the head of the
country’s longest-running drug organiza-
tion. His brother, Ramon, who was on the
FBI’s 10 most-wanted list, was killed by
police on Feb. 10.

A few days after Benjamin’s detention,
officials announced the arrest of Manuel
Herrera Barraza, allegedly the principal
smuggler for the Arellano Felixes.

The cartel is believed to have infiltrat-
ed the government, hiring officials to give
safe passage to the tons of cocaine and
marijuana they moved into the United
States. In September, the former police
chief in Mexicali, just east of Tecate, was
jailed for allegedly warning the Arellano
Felix gang of police operations.

Dozens of police arrested in
crackdown on corruption

Nasser Nasser/Associated Press
A Palestinian boy passes in front of two Israeli tanks positioned in the
center of the besieged West Bank town of Ramallah during a break in cur-
few Thursday. Israel lifted the curfew on Ramallah Thursday allowing
Palestinians to gather food supplies.

Under the gun
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BY BARRY SCHWEID
AP Diplomatic Writer

JERUSALEM — Secretary of State
Colin Powell challenged Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s limited withdraw-
al of troops from Palestinian areas on
Thursday, saying President Bush “wants
to see more progress.”

On his way to Jerusalem, Powell said
the pace of the Israeli pullback from West
Bank cities and villages would be part of
a “very long conversation” he would have
with Sharon on Friday. They spoke by
telephone Thursday.

Powell is to meet with Yasser Arafat on
Saturday. A senior administration official
in Washington said Powell intends to
warn the Palestinian leader that the United
States is prepared to sever ties with him
unless he renounces terrorism.

“The message is: This is it. Last
chance,” said the official, speaking only
on condition of anonymity. The official
cautioned that Powell and Bush will not
sign off on the message until the meeting
draws closer.

During a brief stop in the Jordanian
capital of Amman, Powell was asked at a
news conference whether the pace of
Israel’s military withdrawal was an
affront to Bush.

“I don’t see it as an affront,” he said. Still,
Powell added, “I think the president has
made his position clear: He wants the incur-
sion stopped. He has noted some progress,
but he wants to see more progress.”

In what appeared to be a gesture ahead
of Powell’s arrival, Israeli forces withdrew
from about two dozen small towns and vil-
lages on the West Bank. But troops entered
the West Bank towns of Dahariyah and Bir
Zeit and the Ein Beit Hilmeh refugee
camp. Later, they pulled out of Bir Zeit
after detaining about 300 people, mainly
students in the university town.

In the Jenin refugee camp, scene of the
deadliest fighting during the offensive,
three dozen armed men, apparently the last
holdouts, surrendered to Israeli troops.

Sharon acknowledged the fighting was
causing the United States difficulties, but
he refused to call a halt to the incursion.

Powell said King Abdullah II of Jordan
had offered his country’s help in easing
the suffering of Palestinians in the West
Bank once a cease-fire is in place.

“People are dying, people are suffer-
ing,” the king told CNN. He said he
offered Powell his kingdom’s support in
his peace mission, which he called “a
make-it or break-it trip.”

Abdullah urged Powell to increase
pressure on Sharon to withdraw his troops
and to accept Arafat as “the legitimate
leadership and elected president of the
Palestinian people,” according to a palace
statement issued after the two-hour meet-
ing with Powell.

The king also urged Powell to work
toward a detailed peace plan, setting “spe-
cific time frames” for a Palestinian state
as well as ending the violence and Israeli
occupation.

Previewing the difficult talks ahead,
Powell said, “I go committed to carry for-
ward the president’s vision.” He said he
would press not only for ending the
bloodshed, but for “getting a political
track started” that would lead to the cre-
ation of a secure Palestinian state.

It is important, Powell said, “to show
the Palestinian people that there is hope
out there, hope for them to have their
own state, living side by side in peace
with Israel.”

In Washington, White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said that while
Israel was withdrawing some troops nei-
ther side had yet met conditions outlined
by Bush to end hostilities.

“The president calls on all the parties
to keep working to get them done,”
Fleischer said.

Earlier Thursday, Powell challenged
the idea that strong Israeli military action
on the West Bank could enhance security
from terror. Mirroring an argument
pressed by Arab leaders, Powell depicted
the Palestinians as angry and frustrated.

“There will still be people who are will-
ing to resort to violence and terror, people
who are willing to use suicide bombs and
other kinds of bombs,” he said.

The prescription he will offer Sharon
and Arafat will include statehood for the

Palestinians on land held by Israel and U.S.
financial assistance to rehabilitate the West
Bank from the damage caused by Israeli
forces in their drive against terrorists.

Asked whether he was on an impossi-
ble mission, Powell snapped: “I don’t like
wallowing with pessimists. It is necessary
for me to go.”

Moreover, he added, “I am proud to be
going ... to get us on a positive track. It is
what I should be doing. It is what secre-
taries of state do.”

The White House, which had earlier
declined to criticize Israel’s pace of with-
drawal, was a little more guarded
Thursday. “Here is where we are: Israel
has continued the withdrawal that began
that the president called for, in some
areas. There are additional incursions in
other areas,” Fleischer said.

Fleischer noted that Bush had urged

Arafat to make public statements denounc-
ing suicide bombing and to renounce vio-
lence as a political instrument.

Powell also met with Russian Foreign
Minister Igor Ivanov to plan the talks
Bush will hold in Russia beginning on
May 23 with President Vladimir Putin.

They made some headway toward a
formal declaration on promised reduc-
tions in long-range nuclear warheads to
1,700 to 2,200 over 10 years.

But Ivanov said the disposition of the
warheads remained under discussions.

A senior U.S. official said Ivanov had
volunteered Russia’s help in trying to
quiet Israel’s border with Lebanon.
Ivanov told Powell that Russia was telling
the leaders of Syria, Iran and Lebanon to
curb Hezbollah guerrillas whose cross-
border attacks on Israel could expand the
already volatile situation, the official said.

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — The world’s first permanent
war crimes tribunal got the necessary international back-
ing Thursday to come into force on July 1, a milestone
hailed by human rights advocates and many nations but
strongly opposed by the United States.

A dream ever since the United Nations was established
over five decades ago, the court became a reality when its
founding treaty received the required 60 ratifications.

At a brief ceremony at U.N. headquarters, over 500
supporters of the tribunal rose in a standing ovation after
10 nations deposited their ratifications, bringing the num-
ber of countries now legally bound to cooperate with the
International Criminal Court to 66.

“The time is at last coming when humanity no longer
has to bear impotent witness to the worst atrocities,
because those tempted to commit such crimes will know
that justice awaits them,” U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said in a video message from Rome, where the
treaty was adopted in 1998. “Let it be a deterrent to the
wicked, and a ray of hope for the innocent and helpless.”

Those hopes were echoed by France, Sweden
Denmark and the Coalition for the International Criminal
Court, which represents some 1,000 organizations.

“Too much of history is the story of wars won and
peace lost. Today, peace has won and war has lost,” said
William Pace, who heads the coalition.

“It will be the court where the Saddam Husseins, Pol
Pots and Agosto Pinochets of the future are held to
account,” said Richard Dicker, director of the
International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch,
referring to Iraq’s president, Cambodia’s late Khmer
Rouge leader, and the former Chilean dictator.

Even though then-U.S. President Bill Clinton signed
the Rome treaty, the U.S. seat in the crowded chamber
was empty. The Bush administration boycotted the cere-
mony, just as it has not attended plenary meetings prepar-
ing for the court’s operations.

Pierre-Richard Prosper, the U.S. ambassador for war
crimes, restated President Bush’s opposition to the
treaty and refusal to ratify it. The United States fears
American citizens would be subject to frivolous or
politically motivated prosecutions. It is the only vocal
opponent of the court.

“The goal is noble and we agree with the goal of
accountability for war crimes. What we disagree with is
this precise mechanism for putting this goal in place,”
Prosper said in a conference call to reporters from
Washington.

Two weeks ago, Prosper said the United States was
considering “unsigning” the treaty to stress that it will
not be bound by its provisions. Although he said
Thursday that no decision will be made in the next few
weeks, his comments indicated that Bush will withdraw
the U.S. signature.

“We don’t want to cause confusion or create expecta-

tions that we will be part of this process,” Prosper said.
“We do believe that if we are not a party to the treaty we
are not under the jurisdiction of the treaty.”

The court will fill a gap in the international justice sys-
tem first recognized by the U.N. General Assembly in
1948 after the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials for World War
II’s German and Japanese war criminals.

At present, the International Court of Justice deals
with disputes between states. Tribunals have been creat-
ed for special situations, like the 1994 Rwanda genocide
and war crimes in former Yugoslavia. But no mechanism
existed to hold individuals criminally responsible.

In the past 50 years, more than 86 million civilians died
in some 250 conflicts around the world, and more than
170 million people were stripped of their rights, property
and dignity, according to the Coalition for the Court.

“Most of these victims have been simply forgotten and
few perpetrators have been brought to justice,” it said.

The court will step in only when countries are unwill-
ing or unable to dispense justice themselves for the most
serious crimes committed by individuals: genocide,
crimes against humanity, war crimes, and eventually
crimes of aggression when parties agree to a definition.

It will have jurisdiction only over crimes committed
after the treaty enters into force. Cases can come to the
court through a state that has ratified the treaty, the U.N.
Security Council, or the court’s prosecutor, who must get
the approval of a three-judge panel.

First permanent war crimes tribunal comes into reality

Secretary of State Powell to meet Sharon, Arafat

Jamal Nasrallah/Associated Press
Zeid Fayez, Jordanian foreign ministry protocol chief, left, greets U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell upon his arrival at Amman's airport Thursday.
Powell later met with Jordan's King Abdullah II, who has been calling for an
end to Israeli incursions into the West Bank. Powell was scheduled to arrive in
Jerusalem late Thursday.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Police chief accused of engaging in ‘diaper parties’
Police Chief Pete Bradley was fired by the city of Woodfin, N.C., in February following a

dispute with Mayor Homer Honeycutt, who had been captured on audio tape bragging about
how he could fix traffic tickets (though there was no evidence that he actually fixed any), and
as part of the mutual mudslinging, a State Bureau of Investigation report from 2000 was leaked,
disclosing that Bradley had "engaged in parties where men wore diapers as part of their sexu-
al behavior," according to an Asheville Citizen-Times report. 
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One man’s trash is another man’s treasure. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell that trunk full of junk that is collecting dust.

Creative

Advertise your art in the 
Daily Press.  

$1.00 DOLLAR A DAY 
Special rate!

Employment

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, full time 
Circulation manager need-
ed immediately. Must have 
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and 
proof of insurance. Must 
be detail oriented, and will-
ing to work early mornings 
(3am to 8am), six days a 
week. Duties include, pick 
up of newspapers, distri-
bution to rack, box and 
drop locations, develop-
ment of new territory, rack 
and box maintenance, dai-
ly communication with of-
fice management of one 
other driver. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

COCKTAIL SERVER needed 
immediately! The Gas Lite 
(310)993-9933

EARLY MORNING delivery.
Newspaper delivery per-
son needed to deliver the 
Santa Monica Daily Press.
Must have own vehicle, in-
surance and clean driving 
record. Responsible for 
delivery six days a week,
from 3am to 7am. Must be 
detail oriented, reliable and 
responsible. Good pay.
Call 310-458-7737 x 104.

Find that STELLAR employee 
by running a help wanted ad in 
the only daily newspaper in 
town. Maybe you’ll find some-
one who reads! C’mon, it’s only 
a dollar a day. 310.458.7737

FPPC AND FEC Reports Aide 
for Westside L.A. political law 
firm. Strong financial, comput-
er/data entry skills needed. Ex-
perience a plus but will train on 
campaign software. Full or flex 
time. Fax resume including sal-
ary history to 310/260-2666 or 
emailrani@bmhlaw.com.

GEORGIAN HOTEL hiring ex-
perienced Front Desk Agent / 
Night Auditor. For Appt. call 
310-883-6246.

For Sale
WHAT ARE you going to do with 
all of that junk under your bed? 
Get some dinero for it! Sell it in 
the Santa Monica Daily Press for 
a buck! 310.458.7737

Jewelry
14K. GOLD WATCHES. FREE 
CATALOG. WRITE. ERNIE 
KOROM. ERNIE’S JEWELRY.
1626 N. WILCOX AVE #226 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90028

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

Wanted
ISO TLC Generous single white 
male. Over 40. SBF into interra-
cial relationship seeks weekly 
allowance    + private 
room/bath. Prefer a church go-
ing catholic/christian faith.
Westside/any city. (562) 678-
5246

WANTED 29 people serious 
about  losing weight.
Dr. Recommended.

100% natural!
No drugs.

Call now (310)285-3115

For Rent
MAR VISTA $1195.00 Duplex 2 
bdrm,1 bath, stove, refrigerator,  
shared garage, plus one park-
ing, no pets. 3571 Centinela.

MARINA DEL REY $1432 
BRAND NEW! $1432 & up.
1,2,3 bedroom. Free T-1 inter-
net, Refrig, W/D, Pool, Spa, 
Gym, Sauna, Theatre, Con-
cierge. Chateau Marina 
(888)890-8401
MARINA DEL REY $1872+ 
BRAND NEW! $1872+ 1,2,&3 
bedrooms. Free T-1 internet, re-
frig, W/D, Pool, Spa, Gym, Sau-
na, Theatre, Concierge. Cha-
teau Marina (888)890-8401.
NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $999.00 to 
$1400.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Promenade area! 
(310)207-3456

SANA MONICA $1500 2 
bdrm, 1 bath, new stove/ver-
ticle blinds. Carpet of choice.
1646 Franklin # D. (323)933-
1039 

For Rent

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-453-1736

RREENNTTAALLSS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA
1249 Lincoln #B $795

Lower Single, Full Kitchen, Near
Wilshire Blvd., & 3rd Street Prom

2302 32nd St. #D $1200
Lower 2 Bed, New Carpet, New
Stove, New Kitch & Bath Floor

1045 6th St. #G $1400
Lower 1 Bed, Hardwood Floors,

New Vinyl, Blinds & Stove

117 Strand #8 $1400
Upper 1 Bed, 1/2 Block to

Beach, Completely Remodeled

1231 12th St. $1500
2 Bed, Front Unit, Parking, Stove,

Laundry Room, Fresh Paint

139 Holister #1 $1600
Lower 1 Bed, Hardwood Floors,

Front Unit, Steps to Beach

300 California #12A $1695
2 Bed, 11/2 Baths, Utilities Paid,

Gated Entry, Pool, Parking

WWLLAA//BBRREENNTTWWOOOODD

10908 SM Blvd. #4B WLA $750
Single, Open Daily 12-5, Frig &

Stove, Near UCLA

1437 Brockton #7 WLA $950
Upper 1 Bed, Frig & Stove,

Parking, Vertical Blinds, Ceiling Fan

1453 Brockton #2 WLA $950
Lower 1 Bed, New Carpet, New

Kitch & Bath Floor

649 S. Barrington #103 BW $1350
Lower 2 Bed, Pool, Dishwasher,

Laundry Room, near San Vicente

11698 Montana #3 BW $1500
Lower 2 Bed, 2 Bath, New Carpet,

New Bath Floor, 2 Parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

SANTA MONICA $1050.00 1 
bdrm + den. Stove, refrig, gas 
paid, no pets, parking. 2535 
Kansas Ave. Apt. #105 Mngr 
#101.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1195.00 2 
bdrms, cat ok, stove, carpets, 
A/C, large closets, laundry, 
parking. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1195.00 
2bdrm/1bath. Stove, refrigera-
tor, no pets. parking, hardwood 
floors. 1935 Cloverfield Apt. #11
SANTA MONICA $1200.00 
Nice unfurnished 1 bedroom in 
private triplex. New hardwood 
floors and paint. Large kitchen 
w/dining area. Includes stove, 
refrigerator, W/D and blinds.
Quiet neighborhood, yard. Safe 
and secure. Controlled access 
parking. 1 year minimum lease.
Available NOW! 5 blocks west 
of SMC. Call Paul (310)452-
3673.
SANTA MONICA $575.00 Stu-
dio, pet ok, r/s, carpets, laundry, 
parking. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.
SANTA MONICA $795.00 1 
bdrm, r/s, carpets, quiet, park-
ing. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $925.00 1 
bdrm, carpets, stove, large clos-
ets, laundry, parking. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

VENICE $1350.00 Nice 1+1.
Hardwood floors. W/D in unit.
1128 6th Ave. Cat OK.
(310)399-7235
VENICE: STUDIO $950.00 
Clean, new carpet & flooring, 
refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, 
sec. bldg, patio, parking.
(310)823-6349
W. LOS Angeles $800.00 1 
bdrm,  1 bath, stove, refrigera-
tor, no pets. 10957 National 
Blvd. Unit B1/2.
WHY RENT? You can own a 
home with no money down, no 
closing costs. Specializing in 
first time home buyers. United 
International Mortgage Compa-
ny. Contact Bill Carey. (310) 
780-3522.

Guest Houses
CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin’s! 
Find a sweet guest house in the 
Daily Press.

SANTA MONICA $875.00 guest 
house, r/s. carpets, W/D, blinds, 
parking, utilities included. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT.

Guest Houses
SANTA MONICA $950.00 
Guest house, private entrance, 
frig, laundry, parking. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1000.00 Du-
plex, r/s, yard, N. of Wilshire, 
garage. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1195.00 r/s, 
patio, large closets, carpets, 
parking. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.
SANTA MONICA $699.00 Tri-
plex, parking, quiet, month-to-
month. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

Roommates
SANTA MONICA $495.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, r/s, patio, car-
pets, large closets, parking.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

Massage

DR.-TRAINED MASSEUR.

Comfortable & Private. War-
Time Discount!  Call “THOR”
for details. (310)829-5386 

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

MASSAGE  EN-
JOY a really great, amazing 
and wonderful full body 
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue and Tantra. (Platonic 
only!) No time limit. Will 
come to you. 24/7  Cute, 
slim, fit, petite mature choc-
olate. 14 years experi-
ence. Dolly’s pager 
(310)236-9627.

SIX CLIENTS A Day...It’s possi-
ble if you choose to promote 
your rub downs in the Daily 
Press. It’s only a buck a day! 
Call now....(310)458-7737.

Announcements

GG  EE TT    UU  PP  !!
GG  EE  TT    OO  UU  TT  !!

AA    DD    VV    EE    RR    TT    II    SS    EE!!
IItt’’ss  oonnllyy  aa  bbuucckk!!

������������������������
PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect need’s volunteer’s for 
events that honor our heros.
(310)899-3888  pro.se@adel-
phia.net

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council!  Our Residents, 
Businesses,  Schools must 
come first!

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE! Profes-
sional Personal Assistance.
Let me take care of your per-
sonal and business needs so 
you can go play! (310) 452-
4310 STRONG REFER-
ENCES! Reasonable rates!

DOG WALKING, no groups 
one on one with your dog.
$20.00/ per hour. (310)913-
3347

GARDEN CONSULTANT 
Need help with your garden 
or selling? Add thousands of 
$$$ to property value by en-
hancing curb appeal. Let me 
help. Reasonable rates and 
references. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272.

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

Yard Sales

FABULOUS ESTATE Sale. Sat-
urday, April 13th. 8am - 12pm 
327 11th St. Enter in alley on-
ly!

Health/Beauty

MAKE-UP BY Mandy!  For all 
occasions. Call for appoint-
ment. (310)384-8696

WE ARE THE 
CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 ext.101



BACK PAGE
Page 12 ❑ Friday, April 12, 2002 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Santa Monica Night At Dodger Stadium

Get Into The Swing!
Dodgers vs. Chicago Cubs

Saturday, May 4th
7:05 PM

Cost: $6.00

SANTA MONICA NIGHT

at Dodger Stadium

This season Santa Monica Little League is
hosting the city wide event, and will be saluting
our Police & Fire Departments.

Our pre-game activities start at 5:30, and
include games for the kids, parade, and First Pitch
Ceremony featuring Chief Butts and Chief
Bernardelli.

For tickets, send your request and payment to
SMLL Events at the address below.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BUILDING A THRIVING COMMUNITY SINCE 1925

All Orders & Money Due by
Friday, April 19, 2002

Make all checks payable to: SMLL

SMLL EVENTS
P.O. BOX 3152
SM, CA 90408
(310) 641-1770

Order Early for Best Seating

Roast Prime Rib Dinner
FEATURING

Blue Ribbon Cut Prime Rib
Horseradish Sauce, Lyonnaise Potatoes & Creamed Spinach

$17.95 PER PERSON
(Reservations recommended)

Every Thursday Night • 5pm Until Closing

AND THEN JOIN US FOR

Lobster Weekend
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

5-10PM FEATURING:

11/2 Pound Lobster Dinner
$19.95

at

Cézanne Restaurant is located in the heart of the

A JW MARRIOT™ BEACH HOTEL AND SPA
1740 OCEAN AVENUE • SANTA MONICA

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS (310) 395-9700 EXT.6058

ODDS & ENDS
Mayor elected despite police record
By The Associated Press

OAK CREEK, Colo. — Newly elected Mayor
Kathy Rodeman has been arrested more than a dozen
times, admits having tried cocaine and marijuana, and
recently wrestled a man to the ground in a bar fight.

Rodeman, whose nickname is Cargo, insists that her
past won’t get in the way of her ability to govern this
town of 800 people 110 miles northwest of Denver.

“I’ve made my share of mistakes. I’m not perfect,”
said Rodeman, a 30-year resident. “But I don’t judge
others. I don’t think I’m better than anyone, but I know
no one’s better than me.”

Rodeman’s past didn’t seem to bother town residents,
who gave her 64 percent of the vote last week to defeat
incumbent Deb VanGundy.

“They voted for what I believe in, not for my run-ins
with cops,” said Rodeman.

Rodeman’s critics say her criminal past makes it dif-
ficult to take her seriously.

“This has just labeled us as the scum bucket of the
county,” said Calvin Morrow, who lost a bid for mayor
a few years ago.

“I don’t minimize my behavior but I am not a bad
guy,” Rodeman said.

That behavior included driving with a suspended
license and a conviction for drinking and driving. A drug
possession charge in 1999 was later dropped.

Prisoner robs bank, plays Robin Hood
By The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — A prisoner on day leave robbed
$230,000 from a bank, sent fellow inmates money
orders signed Robin Hood, then quietly returned to his

cell, police said.
The 54-year-old prisoner was nabbed Friday when he

was out on another furlough, police said Wednesday.
Tipped off by prison authorities — the man’s jail-

house nickname was Robin Hood — police followed
him from Aranjuez outside Madrid to the city’s main
post office, and moved in when he started filling out
money-order forms. The man’s name was not released.

Police said he had a long criminal record, mainly for
armed robbery, and was on day leave from a sentence
for a jewelry store holdup when he robbed a bank on
Jan. 14.

After he returned to prison in Aranjuez, 40 inmates
received money orders totaling $7,000.

Fan builds replica of ‘Munsters’ house
By The Associated Press

WAXAHACHIE, Texas — Sandra McKee has lost
count of how much she has spent on memorabilia from
the 1960s TV show “The Munsters.”

Now she and her husband, Charles, are spending
$250,000 to build a 5,800-square-foot, Victorian-style
house to replicate the creepy home shown on the pro-
gram.

From video clips and photos acquired from
“Munsters” collectors around the country, the McKees
are painstakingly re-creating the home inhabited on TV
by Herman, wife Lily, Grandpa, cousin Marilyn and
young son Eddie.

Sandra McKee, 44, owns copies of all 70 episodes
of the sitcom, which is about a family of odd, Gothic
characters headed by Herman, a lookalike of
Frankenstein’s monster.

McKee, a retired insurance agent, has made a
“Munsters” fan out of her husband, who went along
with building the two-story, 5,800-square-foot house.

The frame home has arched windows, 10-foot ceilings
and sits on 2 acres.

Charles McKee, a 46-year-old plumber, understands
the appeal of “The Munsters.”

“It had good, clean humor,” he said. “My mother’s
church thought it was satanic. I told them to go home
and watch it. Those people are as far from satanic as
could be.”

On Sunday, the actor who played Eddie flew in from
Las Vegas at the McKees’ invitation to inspect the
house. “I think it’s going to be fabulous,” said Butch
Patrick, 48, who plans to host a Halloween party there
next fall.

Woman jailed for overdue library books
By The Associated Press

HAZLETON, Pa. — A woman was thrown in
prison this week after she failed to return three overdue
library books.

On Tuesday, a judge sent Theresa Dawn Keller of
Tamaqua to the Luzerne County Correctional Facility,
where she will remain until she pays the Hazleton
Public Library $120 for the books, jail officials said.

“She does still owe us money; it is a violation of the
crimes code,” said reference librarian Jane Dougherty,
who filed a private criminal complaint against Keller.

The books — “Star Trek,” “Triangle” and “Fall of
Freddie the Leaf” — were checked out Sept. 14, 2000,
and became due Oct. 5, 2000. A bill charging Keller $40
per book was sent Oct. 26, 2000.

Dougherty said charges are filed against patrons who
don’t pay a bill or return books after the library sends
them a notice. But only those who ignore a court sum-
mons to answer the charges are sent to jail.

Through a prison guard, Keller, 24, declined to
comment.


