
Palisades High School students will return to class at the 
Sears Building in Downtown Santa Monica on April 22

smdp.comTHE WEEKENDER 4/11-4/13Volume 24  Issue 101

Ocean pollution
Fire-related warnings lifted. 

4 Housing construction
Other states do it better. 

5Rideshare drivers
Could unionize. 

2 New rules
For troublesome properties. 

3

Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s real estate climate ...
Experience counts!
garylimjap@gmail.com www.garylimjap.com CalRE # 00927151

ALL FORMS, ALL TYPES, ALL STATES
TAXES

395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310)
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1753 • Santa Monica 90401

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS
Professional Movers

You Pick the Location
We will take care

of the rest

Call us Now:
(310) 430-3226

Darryl Harvey
SCHOOL: The Sears Building will soon house students from Palisades High School who are returning to in-person learning while their main campus is being rebuilt. 

    

Palisades Charter High School students 
will soon return to in-person classes at their 
temporary “Pali South” campus in downtown 

Santa Monica’s historic Sears building, 
ending weeks of virtual learning following 
the devastating Palisades fire.

Students will resume face-to-face 
instruction on April 22 after spring break, 
marking a significant milestone in the school’s 

recovery efforts.
“We’re excited to be with you here this 

evening to begin preparation for our return 
to in-person school on Tuesday, April 22 at 
the historic Sears building in Santa Monica,” 
Principal Pamela Magee told families during 

a presentation this week. “We know that this 
has been a challenging period for everyone in 
our school community.”

The 302 Colorado Ave. location, previously 

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

SEE PALISADES PAGE 12
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Council approves new tools to 
target nuisance properties

The Santa Monica City Council 
introduced an ordinance Tuesday that would 
strengthen the city’s public nuisance laws and 
give code enforcement officials additional 
tools to address problem properties.

The ordinance amends two sections of the 
municipal code, expanding the definition of 
public nuisances and creating new incentives 
for violators to correct violations.

Code Enforcement Manager Daniel Mick 
presented the changes, which he described 
as giving staff “more tools to better address 
public nuisances that are created and 
maintained in the city.”

Key changes include expanding the 
definition of “responsible party” to include 
not just those who commit violations but also 
those who support or maintain them, such as 
business owners and property managers. The 
ordinance also defines additional violations 
that constitute public nuisances.

Among the new provisions, property 
owners who commit five or more violations 
within a 12-month period of tenant protection 
codes, housing anti-discrimination codes, or 
building regulations would be subject to 
enhanced penalties. Other additions include 
making illegal subdivisions of dwelling 
units and failing to comply with the city’s 
mandatory seismic retrofit program public 
nuisances.

The ordinance would establish a 
“correctable citation” program, allowing 
fine amounts to be reduced by 50% if the 
violation is corrected by the date indicated 
on the citation and the reduced fine is 
paid within 30 days of providing proof of 
correction.

“It encourages and provides financial 
incentives for violators to correct the 
violation to achieve greater compliance, 
which ultimately reduces the need for 
further enforcement resources to be spent 
on the same violator or activity,” Mick told 
the council.

Council members expressed concerns 
about the city’s ability to enforce the new 
rules with existing resources. When asked 
by Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Torosis if 
code enforcement could enforce the new 
ordinance with current staffing, Mick 
acknowledged resource constraints but 
emphasized the department could only use 
a tool if they had it at their disposal saying 
it would be worse to have need of a resource 
and not have access to it. 

Councilmember Jesse Zwick questioned 
how the city would ensure proper tracking 
of repeat violators. 

“How can we ensure that we’re properly 
cataloging persistent problems and that we’re 
creating sort of strict standards for escalating 
them?” Zwick asked.

Mick said his department had been 
working to streamline processes and identify 
repeat violators through more regular 
reporting. “Now that we have, hopefully, this 
tool coming into effect, now we can work 
with the city attorney very closely,” he said.

Several council members also raised 

concerns about enforcement of vacant 
property regulations. Mick said his 
department had recently sent approximately 
170 letters to vacant property owners in the 
city, giving them until the end of the month 
to bring their properties into compliance 
with vacant property standards.

Mayor Lana Negrete questioned why 
some notorious problem properties, such 
as the former Pavilions motel, had taken 
years to address. “It seems fairly obvious that 
there’s constant calls for service from PD, 
and they seem to be violating lots of things,” 
Negrete said.

Staff acknowledged past enforcement 
challenges but emphasized a different 
approach under current leadership saying 
they have reset their expectations for 
targeting problems. 

Mick also announced plans for a “vacant 
properties task force” that would bring 
together various city departments including 
building, code enforcement, police, fire, 
planning, housing, and rent control to 
address vacant property issues collectively.

Council members expressed concern 
about the city’s ability to collect fines, with 
data showing only 32% of citation dollars 
are collected and only 37% of citations are 
partially or fully paid. Four categories — 
short-term rentals, vending, shared mobility 
devices, and tenant relocation — account for 
73% of uncollected dollars.

City Attorney’s Office representatives 
indicated they are exploring options such as 
property liens for outstanding penalties.

The council unanimously approved 
the introduction of the ordinance with 
amendments clarified by the city attorney. 
The ordinance will return for a second 
reading before becoming law.

editor@smdp.com

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

How can we 
ensure that 
we’re properly 
cataloging 
persistent 
problems and that 
we’re creating sort 
of strict standards 
for escalating 
them?
- Jesse Zwick, Councilmember
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WINNER

AWARD WINNER

Draw Date: 4/9
4  29  37  55  67
Power#: 10
Jackpot: 82 M

Draw Date: 4/8
10  16  50  60  61
Mega#: 17
Jackpot: 72 M

Draw Date: 4/9
7  21  26  37  44
Mega#: 13
Jackpot: 17 M

Draw Date: 4/9
4  17  24  36  39

Draw Date: 4/9
EVENING: 2  7  7

Draw Date: 4/9
MIDDAY: 9  8  6

Draw Date: 4/9
1st: 02 - Lucky Star
2nd: 10 - Solid Gold
3rd: 08 - Gorgeous George
Race Time: 1:44.72

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Friday: Patchy dense fog before 11am. Otherwise, partly sunny, 
with a high near 70.
Friday Night: Patchy fog after 11pm. Otherwise, increasing 
clouds, with a low around 55.
Saturday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, partly sunny, with 
a high near 68.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 54.

2025/04/11	 Fri	 03:21 AM	 0.35	 L
2025/04/11	 Fri	 09:19 AM	 4.38	 H
2025/04/11	 Fri	 3:13 PM		  0.57	 L
2025/04/11	 Fri	 9:26 PM		 5.11	 H
2025/04/12	 Sat	 03:51 AM	 0.07	 L
2025/04/12	 Sat	 09:53 AM	 4.14	 H
2025/04/12	 Sat	 3:31 PM		  0.90	 L
2025/04/12	 Sat	 9:44 PM		  5.24	 H
2025/04/13	 Sun	 04:23 AM	 -0.12	 L
2025/04/13	 Sun	 10:27 AM	 3.86	 H
2025/04/13	 Sun	 3:49 PM		  1.23	 L
2025/04/13	 Sun	 10:03 PM	 5.30	 H
2025/04/14	 Mon	 04:56 AM	 -0.20	 L
2025/04/14	 Mon	 11:05 AM		 3.54	 H
2025/04/14	 Mon	 4:08 PM		 1.56	 L

Date	                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

First proper Southern Hemi swell of the season on track to fill in through 
the day. It won’t be the first swell we’ve seen out of the South Pacific, 
but this Southern Hemi looks like the strongest so far, sent up by a 
potent SPAC storm that has matched or exceeded model guidance with 
seas pushing 35’+. The long-period SSW will gradually build through the 
day, showing best over the afternoon. Decent winds due then. We’ll lock 
in the details over the next few days, but this is one you’ll want to watch.

Nice shot of SSW swell tops out through the day. Wind looks ok, best 
in the morning. Our first proper round of SSW swell is expected to top 
out through the day, enough NW swell mix in play to keep the beach-
breaks broken up. Winds looking light/variable in the morning, man-
ageable WSW onshore for the afternoon.

FRIDAY SURF:
FAIR TO GOOD

Waist to shoulder
3-4FT+

SATURDAY SURF:
FAIR TO GOOD

Chest to overhead
4-6FT

WATER TEMP: 64.4

Uber, Lyft drivers could 
unionize under new proposal

Photo by Louis Bryant III for CalMatters
EQUIPMENT: Ride-hail drivers attend a rally announcing new legislation that allows drivers 
to join a union, at the state Capitol in Sacramento on April 8, 2025.

After years of tussling with gig companies, 
California’s labor unions want to once again 
expand workers’ rights — this time by 
allowing ride-hailing drivers to unionize.

And as in tussles past, expect steep 
opposition from the businesses.

Backed by California’s Service Employees 
International Union, Democratic lawmakers 
unveiled a measure Tuesday that would allow 
drivers to bargain with companies like Uber 
and Lyft for better pay and benefits, a step 
toward more protections for gig workers. 

“We stand for the principles that all work 
has dignity,” said Oakland Assemblymember 
Buffy Wicks, who introduced Assembly Bill 
1340, at a Tuesday press conference. “We 
stand for the right of every worker to truly 
have a voice.” 

The SEIU said more than 600,000 ride-
hail drivers statewide would benefit if the 
legislation is adopted and signed into law. 

Uber said in a statement that the proposed 
legislation would make rides in California 
more expensive “while threatening the flexible 
jobs thousands depend on.”

“Drivers have been clear: They want to 
stay independent and keep the freedom to 
choose when and how they work, with access 
to meaningful benefits,” the statement said.

Lyft spokesperson CJ Macklin declined 
to tell CalMatters where the company stands 
on the measure, but said that Proposition 22, 
approved by voters in 2020, reflected voters’ 
will and that the company is working to 
“improve drivers’ experience.”

The effort for worker unionization 
mirrors a voter-approved ballot measure in 
Massachusetts, the first state to give app-based 
drivers the right to collective bargaining. 

Uber and Lyft have so far won the labor 
battle

In California, the effort comes nearly five 
years after rideshare companies blocked an 

attempt to recognize gig workers as employees. 
A state law that took effect in 2020, known 

as AB 5, would likely have entitled those 
workers to unemployment benefits, minimum 
wage and more. But gig companies fought it 
in court and poured more than $200 million 
into Prop. 22. Voters approved the ballot 
measure to keep gig workers as independent 
contractors while the companies promised 
better benefits the same year. Companies like 
Lyft, Uber, DoorDash and Instacart spent tens 
of millions of dollars — more than 10 times 
the opposition — in support of Prop. 22. After 
its passage, gig companies raised their prices. 

But no state agency has been enforcing 
Prop. 22 since it took effect, leaving workers 
waiting years in hopes of their wage and 
benefits complaints being resolved.

The passage of Prop. 22 snuffed out hope 
for gig workers to be recognized as employees 
in California, said Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher, 
president of the California Labor Federation, 
who authored AB 5 as a member of the 
Legislature. She said this year’s proposal is 
second-best to the initial law. 

“We think the right to collectively bargain 
around a number of issues as independent 
contractors is far superior to nothing,” she 
said in an interview. “We are supportive 
of this, but it obviously is not what we had 
originally hoped for.”

At the Tuesday event, many ride-hail 
drivers deemed Prop. 22 an empty promise 
from companies like Uber and Lyft, arguing 
that the companies did not deliver on better 
wages and benefits.

“Now, we are just their money makers,” 
said Francisco Magdaleno, a ride-hail driver 
of nine years in Los Angeles. “This is why we 
love to have a union. I want us drivers to be 
able to negotiate, to make things better for 

SEE UBER PAGE 15
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed proposals for

RFP: # 437 Seismic Retrofit Engineering Services

• Submission Deadline is May 8, 2025 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Proposals must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.  Request for Proposals 
may be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL.  The website for this Request for 
Proposals and related documents is OpenGov  (https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/santa-
monica-ca)  There is no charge for the RFP package.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

         

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Proposals for:

Pavement Management System Update
Project No. SP2754

The City of Santa Monica is inviting proposals from firms interested in the Pavement Management 
System Update project.

The purpose of the RFP is to select the most qualified consultant to provide the following 
services: surveying, compiling, and analyzing current pavement conditions across all City 
roadways, assessing budget needs, and preparing a pavement rehabilitation plan.

RFP questions to be submitted to via OpenGov, no later than 3:00 p.m. on April 21, 2025.

Proposers shall upload RFP via OpenGov, no later than 3:00p.m. on May 5, 2025.

RFP Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at: https://
procurement.opengov.com/portal/santa-monica-ca.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

GUEST COMMENTARY
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Other states do housing 
better than California; a new 
study shows how they do it

Photo by Larry Valenzuela, CalMatters/CatchLight Local
CONSTRUCTION: New housing construction in a neighborhood on the outskirts of west 
Fresno on June 15, 2023. 

Overwhelmingly Californians rate the 
intertwined issues of housing supply, living 
costs and homelessness as the state’s 
most pressing issues, as a recent poll by 
the Public Policy Institute of California 
confirms.

The terrible trio, as one might term it, also 
draws constant verbal acknowledgement 
from the state’s politicians, from Gov. Gavin 
Newsom down, and he and legislators 
have enacted dozens, perhaps hundreds, 
of measures to address it.

Nevertheless there’s little evidence 
that their efforts have had material impact. 
Either the three situations are beyond the 
capacity of politics to address — a distinct 
possibility — or the political efforts to date 
have not been vigorous enough.

Why, one must wonder, is California 
plagued while residents of other states 
enjoy lower housing and living costs 
and experience much lower rates of 
homelessness? Shouldn’t our political and 
civic leaders be examining what these 
other states are doing right, or are they 
so afflicted with self-righteous hubris that 
they cannot entertain such a thought?

A new and very detailed study of 
housing policies in the nation’s 250 largest 
metropolitan areas confirms that California 
is an outlier when it comes to increasing 
housing supply and moderating its costs.

Titled “BUILD HOMES, EXPAND 
OPPORTUNITY,” the report is a product of 
the George W. Bush Institute at Southern 
Methodist University.

“America’s fastest-growing cities offer 
lessons on how America can address its 
housing affordability crisis,” the report 
declares. “Based on our analysis of the 
250 largest metropolitan areas and a 
deep dive into 25 large metros in the Sun 
Belt and Mountain states, places scoring 
best for pro-growth housing and land-use 
policies are mostly large Sun Belt metros 
from the Carolinas through Texas to Utah.”

The metros doing the best job of 
meeting their housing demands, the 
report says, have policies that make 
it easy for developers to build. That 
includes allowing higher-density housing 
in “substantial fractions of every city,” 
reducing minimum lot sizes, allowing 
residential construction in commercial 
areas, reducing or eliminating parking 
requirements and embracing innovative 
technologies such as modular construction 
and 3D printing.

In addition to adopting specific housing 
policies that spur development, the report 
continues, metros that are meeting demand 
also pursue complementary policies, 

SEE GUEST COMMENTARY PAGE 15
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Classifieds
CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	
Travel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
 or email cindy@smdp.com

DBA

Name Change

Lien

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NUMBER:   ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES on 03/24/25 2025059495The 
following person(s) is (are) doing business as 
Time and Place 1725 Ocean Front Walk Apt 507 
Santa Monica, CA 90401. Los Angeles Articles 
of Incorporation  or Organization Number (if 
applicable): Ai #ON. The full name of the 
registrant(s) is/are William Kevin Anderson 
1725 Ocean Front Walk Apt 507 Santa Monica, 
CA 90401 If corporation or LLC- Print State of 
This is Business is Conducted:  An Individual        
.  The date registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious  business name 
or names listed above on N/A.  Registrant /
Corp/LLC Name William Kevin Anderson Title: 
Owner     William Kevin Anderson    .  This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County on 03/24/2025NOTICE: 
THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT 
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE County 
CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name statement in violation 
of the rights of another under federal, state, 
or common law (see Section 14411 et seq. 
,Business and Professions Code).

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAMECase No. 25SMCP00165 
Superior Court of California,County 
of Los AngelesPetition of Dian Yu for 
Change of Name.TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:Petitioner or Attorney: 
Dian Yu with this court for adecree of 
changing names as follows:Dian Yu to 
Shengzhi Qiang . The court orders that 
allpersons interested in this matter shall 
appear before thiscourt at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, ifany, 
why the petition for change of name 

should not begranted.Notice of Hearing: 
Date 05/09/2025 Time: 8:30 a.m,Dept: 
K Room: - The address of the court is 
SUPERIORCOURT OF CALIFORNIA – 
COUNTY OF LOSANGELES 1725 Main St 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 Acopy of this 
Order to Show Cause shall be published 
atleast once each week for four successive 
weeks prior tothe date set for hearing on 
the petition in the followingnewspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this 
county:Santa Monica Daily Press

Notice is hereby given that under and 
pursuant to the California Civil Code 
section 1988(b); Section 6066of the 
Government Code any other applicable CA 
Statutes, that the items of property listed 
below isbelieved to be abandoned by Dael 
Wilcox and all other owners, occupants, 
partners, tenants and/orsubtenants at 
address: 2045 N Alvarado, Los Angeles, 
CA 90039. Items will be sold at a Public 
Auction byLorraine Coon, to be offered in 
bulk and or bulk lots at a competitive bid 
sale through an Online AuctionThursday, 
April 17th, 2025 at 10:00 am at 2045 
N Alvarado, Los Angeles, CA 90039 
with live previewTuesday, April 15th, 
2025 from 10am - 2pm.Auction access 
via WWW.MEGAAUCTIONS.NETItems 
to be sold are to include but are not 
limited to:Heater Fan, Crate with Jumper 
Cables, Igloo Coolers, Buckets, Crates 
&amp; Totes with Misc Hardware,Various 
Tools, Bee Smoker, Metal Rolling Cart, 
Trays, Steinway &amp; Sons Upright Piano 
Model N, AcousticGuitar, Architect Lamp, 
Folding Hand Cart, Black &amp; Decker 
Popcorn Maker, Crock Pot Slow Cooker, 
Pots&amp; Pans, 2 x Manual Honey 
Extractors, Apple Keyboard, Mixing Pots, 
Pot Stand, LED Flashlight, WorkTables, PE 
Film Roll, Misc Clothing, Bags, Jumpsuits, 

Sweaters, Various Fans, Sewing Machine, 
Books,Video Tapes, Door Hanger, Bee 
Rescue Sign, Husky Metal Tool Cabinets, 
Sony DVD Player, AppleMacBook A1211 
15&quot; Laptop, 2006-2009 Toyota Prius 
Hybrid Battery, Apple Mac Pro, Power Mac 
G4, HPLaserJet M234SDW, Dell 1708FP 
Monitor, Office Supplies, ATA Flight Cases, 
Panasonic P2/DVCPRO HDCamcorder, 
Arriflex 16 SR II Cine Movie Camera SUPER 
16, Angenieux 12 - 120 mm C-MOUNT 
ZoomLens, ARRI SR 416 Magazine &amp; 
Arri Handgrip, Rockwell Oscillating 
Tool, X-rite Gmbh Color Checker,Various 
Schneider / Tiffen / Formatt Filters, 
Sekonic L-398A Light Meter, Viking 
Battery Charger, PlasticStorage Totes 
(unopened), 20V Charger, Wilson Tennis 
Racquet, Cases Of Jars, ITE T40 Video 
Tripod,Bogden Tripod, Mile High Studio 
Sign, JBL EON 15P Speaker, Tripods &amp; 
Stands, Step Ladder, Wall Decor,Bee 
Hives, Ironing Board, Porter Cable 
Compressor, Misc Parts, Craftsman Gas 
Trimmer, Predator 1100Watt Generator, 
Tow Hitch Electric Winch, Car Jacks, 1995 
Infiniti J30 Sedan 4D, 1960&#39;s Ford 
BreadTruck, Sofa, Dining Stools, Kitchen 
Cabinets &amp; Sink Unit (damaged), 
Various Items Unsearched.

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED HERE

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Beach

Ocean Water Quality Advisory Lifted for Fire-Impacted Beaches
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health has lifted the ocean water advisory for 

fire-impacted beaches stretching from Las Flores State Beach to Santa Monica State Beach.
The decision follows extensive testing by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, 

which analyzed ocean water samples on five separate dates between January and March, and beach 
sand testing conducted in late February.

Tests for metals, nutrients, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons (PAHs) — chemicals typically found in wildfire runoff — revealed no fire-related contaminants 
at levels dangerous to human health.

While beachgoers may now safely enter the water and use the beach areas, public health offi-
cials continue to warn residents to avoid fire debris both in the water and on beaches near burned 
properties. The debris may contain harmful substances and physical hazards such as glass, metal 
and sharp wooden fragments.

Officials note that high tides could carry additional fire debris into the ocean from inland areas 
where cleanup efforts are still underway, particularly near properties destroyed by recent fires along 
Pacific Coast Highway.

Residents are advised to check current ocean water quality reports, as non-fire related bacterial 
advisories remain in effect. Information is available on the Department of Public Health’s Ocean 
Water Quality website or via the county’s beach closure hotline at 1-800-525-5662.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

LOS ANGELES

Caltrans Seeks Public Input on Lincoln Boulevard Bus Lanes 
Study

The California Department of Transportation is inviting public feedback on a feasibility study 
for extending peak-hour bus lanes along a three-mile stretch of Lincoln Boulevard from Venice 
Boulevard to West Manchester Avenue.

The study aims to identify community needs while exploring options to maximize existing right-
of-way and improve transit speed and reliability along the State Route 1 corridor.

Caltrans will host an open house beginning at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 16, at Oakwood 
Recreation Center in Venice, where staff will provide information and answer questions about the 
proposed project.

Community members can also complete an online survey available in English and Spanish at bit.
ly/4c8xYfh through May 7. All feedback will be incorporated into the study and planning process.

The study segment runs through the City of Los Angeles, though Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus 
is the primary transit provider in the area with its Route 3 and Rapid 3 lines. Other bus operators 
along this corridor include Culver City Bus Lines, Los Angeles Department of Transportation’s LAnow 
On-Demand Shuttle, LADOT Commuter Express and LA Metro.

This section of Lincoln Boulevard was previously identified as a “hotspot of low speeds that could 
benefit from bus lanes” through the Better Buses for California initiative.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

SANTA MONICA

Chamber Music Palisades Presents Eclectic Evening of French 
and American Works

Chamber Music Palisades will present a diverse program featuring French composers, a world 
premiere, and classic orchestral works in an intimate setting on Wednesday, April 30, at 8:00 p.m. 
in the sanctuary of the First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica.

The concert will showcase works by French composers Ibert, Ravel, Saint-Saens and Poulenc, 
alongside a world premiere by local American composer Adrienne Albert titled “Cross Talk” for flute, 
clarinet and piano. The program also includes Holst’s “Jupiter” from The Planets arranged for wind 
quintet and piano, and Rachmaninoff’s Six Pieces for four-hand piano.

Performers include returning pianists Bernadene Blaha and Kevin Fitz-Gerald for four-hand 
piano, Jonathan Davis (San Diego and Pacific Symphonies) on oboe, Judith Farmer (Los Angeles 
Opera) on bassoon, Sergio Coelho (Long Beach Symphony) on clarinet, Amy Jo Rhine (Los Angeles 
Philharmonic) on horn, and flutist Susan Greenberg (formerly LA Chamber Orchestra, now Santa 
Monica Symphony), who serves as co-founder and artistic director of Chamber Music Palisades.

Tickets are $35 and available online at cmpalisades.org or at the door the evening of the concert. 
Free parking is available in the building across the street, with access from 11th Street. Full-time 
students with ID receive free admission.

The concert is partially sponsored by the Mu Phi Epsilon James and Lola Faust Scholarship.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

To learn how to feature your upcoming 
event on the SMDP and various digital 
event calendars

Contact dina@smdp.com today!
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Give Us A Call Today! (877) 212-2450

Better Credit.
Better Life.

We are a top rated and fully bonded credit repair consulting 

company. We are extremely aggressive and also teach you how to 

maintain good credit. After reviewing your credit report, our Credit 

Consultants determine a customized fee based on your situation. 

5 stars on

fixyourcreditconsulting.com

Could utility gear set your 
neighborhood on fire? California 
risk maps are 8 years old

Photo by Jules Hotz for CalMatters
EQUIPMENT: Electrical towers in the mountains above Altadena on Feb. 8, 2025. 

Weeks after deadly fires swept through 
Los Angeles County, the state regulator 
in charge of overseeing utility companies 
declined a request that would have required 
California’s largest utilities to update maps 
showing high fire threat areas. 

Consumer advocates argued for more 
up-to-date maps that could help assess risk 
to communities and impose more stringent 
requirements for utility infrastructure within 
high-threat areas.

The maps show the risk of a wildfire 
caused by equipment owned by the state’s 
three major investor-owned utilities; they 
are separate from Cal Fire’s maps that 
show the potential for fires based on fuel 
in a given area. Originally filed eight years 
ago, the maps haven’t been updated as a 
whole. Instead, the utilities voluntarily file 
piecemeal updates to mark areas as at risk for 
fire, or no longer at risk, as they determine 
this with internal models. 

Even with these additions, the maps badly 
need updating, according to Cal Advocates, 
which represents ratepayers before the 
California Public Utilities Commission. 

A proposal from the agency would have 
required immediately updated maps and 
a shorter update period going forward. 
Originally filed in 2023 by the California 
Public Advocates Office, a state entity tasked 
with representing consumer interests, it had 

support from the three large power companies 
– Pacific Gas & Electric, Southern California 
Edison and San Diego Gas & Electric. But in 
late January, the commission voted against 
the proposal, with four commissioners in 
opposition and one, who previously led Cal 
Advocates, who recused himself.

“The CPUC is focused on monitoring 
utilities’ compliance with numerous rules 
and programs directing their activities in 
high fire threat areas of California,” Adam 
Cranfill, spokesperson for the commission, 
said. “We cannot comment today on a 
potential future vehicle about the fire maps.”

As investigators examine the causes of the 
recent fires in Los Angeles County, Southern 
California Edison, which serves the area, has 
come under increased scrutiny. The utility 
said in a regulatory filing that its equipment 
may have played a role in starting the 799-
acre Hurst Fire in the San Fernando Valley, 
and the company is investigating whether its 
equipment may have been involved in the 
14,021-acre Eaton Fire that burned Altadena 
and parts of Pasadena.

Southern California Edison spokesperson 
Gabriela Ornelas declined to answer specific 
questions about the utility’s fire maps and 
whether updated maps would have helped 
prevent or extinguish the recent fires or 

SEE UTILITY PAGE 15
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BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404    ●   (310) 450-6556 

bourgetbros.com 

Bourget Bros. features a full service lumber yard, 
where everything from landscape timber to drywall 
will enhance the home of your dreams. 

Standard and Custom 
Windows, 
Doors and 
Hardware 
Available   

LUMBER 

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY  

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

OUR NO OBLIGATION

Trump targets California climate 
laws in new executive order

President Donald Trump has issued 
an order that takes aim at state and local 
climate change laws and policies, including 
California’s landmark market program for 
reducing greenhouse gases.

Trump’s executive order directs U.S. 
Attorney General Pam Bondi to identify state 
and local acts that may be unconstitutional 
or preempted by federal law. Within 60 days, 
the attorney general must report back to the 
president with findings and recommendations 
for action.

Trump’s order names California’s cap and 
trade program, a market-based system created 
in 2012 that is considered one of the state’s 
key policies for combating climate change. 
The program sets limits on greenhouse gas 
emissions and allows companies to buy and 
sell credits. Twelve other states have similar 
trade programs for cutting greenhouse gases.

“California, for example, punishes carbon 
use by adopting impossible caps on the 
amount of carbon businesses may use, all but 
forcing businesses to pay large sums to ‘trade’ 
carbon credits to meet California’s radical 
requirements,” Trump’s order says.

The order comes as the Trump 
administration moves to boost domestic oil 
and gas production while sidelining efforts to 
develop wind and solar. 

Trump’s order says states have mounted 
“illegitimate impediments” to domestic 
energy production for oil, natural gas, nuclear 
power and other energy sources. Notably, 
the order derisively placed the term “climate 
change” in quotation marks.

Some legal experts called the order an 
overreach, disputing the president’s claims 

that states are exceeding their authority or that 
their climate programs are unconstitutional.

Photo by Anne Wernikoff, CalMatters
POWER: The Chevron Oil Refinery in Point Richmond on July 19, 2019.

SEE TRUMP PAGE 10

The implication 
that the attorney 
general can just 
go out and declare 
this state law is 
unconstitutional 
and that therefore 
it’s no longer a 
valid law — that 
is the big problem 
with this
- Margaret A. Coulter, a senior 
climate attorney with the Center 
for Biological Diversity
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Westside CANYON HOMES

546 Stassi Ln,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Listed by Elizabeth Keenan •DRE 
#01869301 • Compass •310-463-6323 
(agent) •Liz@lizkeenan.com (agent)

4 BR 4 BA, 3,376 Sq Ft

$4,450,000
SANTA MONICA

415 Mesa Rd,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Listed by Sally Forster Jones •DRE 
#00558939 • Compass •310-579-2200 
(agent) •showings@sallyforsterjones.com 
(agent) Listed by Tomer Fridman
•DRE #01750717 • Christie’s International 
Real Estate SoCal

5 BR 4.5 BA, 4,287 Sq Ft

$9,495,000
SANTA MONICA

408 Sycamore Rd,
Los Angeles, CA 90402

Listed by Frank Langen •DRE #01108147
• Compass •310-963-3891 (agent)
•frank.langen@compass.com (agent)

4 BR 3 BA, 2,020 Sq Ft

$4,825,000
SANTA MONICA

350 Entrada Dr,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Listed by Nancy Sanborn •DRE 
#00771096 • Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices California Propert •310-
777-2858 (agent) •info@sanbornteam.
com (agent) Listed by Brian Joy •DRE 
#01324371 • Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices California Propert

2 BR 1 BA, 1,110 Sq Ft

$2,300,000
SANTA MONICA

587 Entrada Dr,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Listed by Frank Langen •DRE #01108147
• Compass •310-963-3891 (agent)
•frank.langen@compass.com (agent)

4 BR 6 BA, 4,750 Sq Ft

$6,750,000
SANTA MONICA

345 W Channel Rd,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Listed by Frank Langen •DRE #01108147
• Compass •310-963-3891 (agent)
•frank.langen@compass.com (agent)
Listed by N. Lili Geller •DRE #01938836
• Compass

4 BR 5.5 BA, 8,000 Sq Ft

$13,500,000
SANTA MONICA

14924 Camarosa Dr,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Listed by Peter Zimble •DRE #02048379
• Carolwood Estates •310-266-7600 
(agent) •peter@zimble.com (agent)
Listed by Nick Segal •DRE #01013548
• Carolwood Partners Inc.

7 BR 8 BA, 8,388 Sq Ft

$25,000,000
PACIFIC PALISADES

14959 La Cumbre Dr,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Listed by John Closson •DRE 
#00918585 • Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices California Propert
•310-922-4486 (agent) •johnclosson@
bhhscal.com (agent)

4 BR 3 BA, 3,125 Sq Ft

$6,995,000
PACIFIC PALISADES

 

14929 La Cumbre Dr,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Listed by Peter Zimble •DRE #02048379
• Carolwood Estates •310-266-7600 
(agent) •peter@zimble.com (agent)
Listed by Shaun Alan-Lee •DRE 
#01955694 • Carolwood Estates

4 BR 3 BA, 2,909 Sq Ft

$8,500,000
PACIFIC PALISADES

FOR SALE
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Pacific Oceanview

“The implication that the attorney general 
can just go out and declare this state law is 
unconstitutional and that therefore it’s no 
longer a valid law — that is the big problem 
with this,” said Margaret A. Coulter, a senior 
climate attorney with the Center for Biological 
Diversity. “It’s more of an intimidation tactic.”

Amy Turner, director of the Cities Climate 
Law Initiative at the Sabin Center for Climate 
Change Law at Columbia Law School, said 
the Constitution’s 10th Amendment grants 
states the authority to set their own rules 
in areas where the federal government 
has not acted. “In other words, the federal 
government cannot simply grab powers 
because it wants to; doing so would in no 
uncertain terms represent a constitutional 
crisis,” Turner wrote. 

Still, they say the order could have an 
overarching effect on the states. Turner 
wrote that Trump’s order “does not directly 
challenge, prohibit, argue preempted, or 
enjoin any state or local law. But it is likely 
a forerunner to litigation, lawmaking, or the 
withholding of federal funds.” This, she wrote, 
will have “a significant chilling effect on local 
climate policy innovation.”

California Attorney General Rob Bonta 
did not immediately return CalMatters’ calls 
seeking reaction to the Trump order.

The first Trump administration sued the 
state of California challenging its cap-and-
trade program, which is linked to a program 
in Canada, on the grounds that the state was 
entering into an international treaty. Trump 
lost that lawsuit.

Trump said state climate policies and 
laws “unduly discriminate” against fossil 

fuel companies and “impose arbitrary 
and excessive fines without legitimate 
justification,” which raises energy costs for 
Americans.

“These State laws and policies are 
fundamentally irreconcilable with my 
Administration’s objective to unleash 
American energy. They should not stand,” it 
says. 

Trump also singled out laws in New York 
and Vermont that created climate funds 
requiring fossil fuel companies to contribute 
to a fund for climate adaptation. The goal is 
to cover the rising costs of extreme weather 
events.

In addition, the order targets civil actions 
against fossil fuel companies. California is 
leading efforts to make fossil fuel giants pay 
billions of dollars for the climate damage they 
have long denied.

Trump said these programs “extort” money 
from oil companies.

The oil industry has been pushing the 
Trump administration to take a more 
aggressive legal stance against these state 
climate accountability efforts. Industry groups 
are encouraging the Justice Department to 
either back their lawsuits or initiate federal 
challenges of its own against states like New 
York and Vermont, The Wall Street Journal 
has reported. 

California is considering similar 
legislation. A bill introduced by Sen. Caroline 
Menjivar, a Democrat from Van Nuys, would 
require companies to pay for the damage that 
greenhouse gas emissions have caused in 
California since 1990.

By Alejandro Lazo. This article was originally published 
by CalMatters.

TRUMP
FROM PAGE 7

LOS ANGELES

Arup, USGBC-CA Launch Wildfire Rebuilding Guide for 
California Communities

In response to the devastating wildfires that struck Los Angeles in January 2025, sustainable 
development firm Arup has partnered with the 
U.S. Green Building Council California (USGBC-
CA) to release the “California Wildfire Rebuilding 
Guide.”

The comprehensive resource offers practi-
cal steps to help homeowners, designers, con-
tractors and community leaders rebuild with 
resilience, sustainability and safety as prima-
ry considerations. It covers key decision-mak-
ing categories including placement, envelope 
design, outdoor spaces, building systems, green 
innovation and community planning.

“We work around disasters all the time, but 
these fires were personal for us. So many of our 
friends and colleagues were impacted directly,” 
said Heather Rosenberg, Americas Resilience 
Skills Leader at Arup. “We’ve heard from so many 
people who lost their homes that they don’t know 
where to start or what decisions really matter.”

The guide takes an integrated approach that 
considers multiple hazards beyond wildfires, 
including earthquakes and extreme heat, while 
emphasizing community-focused rebuilding 
strategies.

“This guide focuses on rebuilding in a way 
that prepares for the multiple hazards faced by those of us in California and beyond, highlighting 
resiliency and sustainability opportunities and co-benefits while making minimizing costs a priority,” 
said Ben Stapleton, USGBC-CA Executive Director.

Arup and USGBC-CA are developing an updated version of the guidelines expected in summer 
2025, which will include more actionable resources such as incentive and rebate updates, municipal 
guidance, design considerations for prefabrication, and access to a materials marketplace.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

COMMUNITY NEWS

We work around 
disasters all the 
time, but these 
fires were personal 
for us. So many 
of our friends and 
colleagues were 
impacted directly
- Heather Rosenberg
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FRIDAY | APRIL 11
FRIENDS OF VENICE LIBRARY: PILATES - CORE WORK
9:45 a.m. Venice Branch Library 501 S Venice Blvd. 
Develop strength, flexibility and balance through 
the fusion of Pilates mat movement. All levels 
welcome. Please be EARLY. Class starts on-time at 
9:45am. No entry after the first ten minutes. No 
class the day before the Friends’ Book Sales. For 
ADA accommodations, call (213) 228-7430 at least 
72 hours prior to the event. Para ajustes razonables 
según la ley de ADA, llama al (213) 228-7430 al 
menos 72 horas antes del evento. Visit: https://
smdp.com/events/#/detai ls/ fr iends-of-venice-
library-pilates-core-work/14548475/2025-04-11T09

THE NIGHT SKY SHOW
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Santa Monica College 1900 Pico 
Blvd. The Night Sky Show is a short program with the 
latest news in space exploration and astronomy. 
The program uses freeware sky visualization tools 
to show you the constellations planets and deep 
sky objects in the Southern California night sky. The 
show will last about 30 minutes followed by a short 
Q&A when guests can type questions into a chat 
box. We will answer as many questions as possible.

SATURDAY | APRIL 12
VITA: VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Pico Branch Library 2201 
Pico Blvd. Haven Neighborhood Services, in 
partnership with Virginia Avenue Park and Santa 
Monica Public Library, presents: Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) Program. Visit: https://smdp.
com/events/#/details/vita-volunteer-income-tax-
assistance/15001219/2025-04-12T10

ARTISTS & FLEAS: VENICE MARKETPLACE
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Westminster Elementary 
School 1010 Abbot Kinney Los Angeles, CA. Artists 
& Fleas in Venice is located in the vibrant, artistic 
heart of Venice at the corner of Abbot Kinney 
and Westminster Avenue in the outdoor lot of 
Westminister Avenue Elementary School. Join 50+ 
merchants every Saturday (rain or shine!) for a 
fabulous lineup of art, design, food trucks and 
vintage. Date: Every Saturday Time: 11:00 AM - 5:00 
PM Location: Westminster Elementary School - 1010 
Abbot Kinney Check our website here for a list of 
vendors. Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/
artists-fleas-venice-marketplace/14548485/2025-
04-12T11

NATIVE PLANTS: IN YOUR GARDEN AND YARD
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Montana Branch Library 1704 
Montana Ave. Join Sarah Caso, CA Climate Action 
Corps Fellow, in a discussion on the benefits of 
planting Native Species in your yard and your garden.
Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/native-
plants-in-your-garden-and-yard-/15369356/2025-
04-12T12

SUNDAY | APRIL 13
MIGUEL ZENÓN
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Moss Theater at New 
Roads School part of The Herb Alpert Educational 
Village 3131 Olympic Boulevard. Grammy-winning 
alto saxophinst and Guggenheim and MacArthur 
Fellow Miguel Zenón represents a select group 
of musicians who have masterfully balanced and 
blended the often contradictory poles of innovation 
and tradition. Widely considered one of the most 
groundbreaking and influential saxophonists and 
composers of his generation, he has also developed 
a unique voice as a conceptualist, concentrating 
his efforts on perfecting a fine mix between jazz 
and his many musical influences. He will be joined 
at the Moss Theater by pianist Luis Perdomo, 
bassist Hans Glawischnig, and drummer Henry Cole. 
Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/miguel-zen-
n/15396379/2025-04-13T19

TRIBUTE TO SURVIVOR: AN EVENING WITH JEFF 
PROBST
7:00 p.m. Aero Theatre 1328 Montana Ave. Free 
(members-only). Aero Theatre | Panel discussion 
with host Jeff Probst and special guests! Free 
popcorn and soda courtesy of CBS! ‘This Is Not a 
Fiction 2025’. Silver Screen-level members and 
above are guaranteed entry for themselves and one 
guest for this event. Priority entry starts at 6:00pm. 
To guarantee your seats, please plan to arrive at 
the theatre no later than 6:30pm. Visit: https://
smdp.com/events/#/details/tribute-to-survivor-an-
evening-with-jeff-probst/15396032/2025-04-13T19

VENICE ELECTRIC LIGHT PARADE - SUNDAYS AT SUNSET
Windward Plaza 1501 Ocean Front Walk Venice. 
Join the Magic of the Venice Electric Light Parade 
Every Sunday Night! Looking for a unique and 
vibrant way to end your weekend? The Venice 
Electric Light Parade (VELP) is here to light up your 
Sunday evenings! Founded by Marcus Gladney, this 
family-friendly weekly event celebrates community, 
creativity, and safe cycling. Bring your LED-lit bicycle 
and join us for an unforgettable ride along the iconic 
Venice Beach. Details: When: Every Sunday evening. 
Meet 45 minutes before sunset. Where: Windward 
Plaza, Venice Beach. Who: Open to everyone! Bring 
your bike, lights, and good vibes. Cost: FREE to join! 
Experience the magic of glowing bikes, amazing 
sound bikes playing great music, and the welcoming 
energy of the Venice community. The parade follows 
a strict no-smoking or drinking policy, ensuring a 
safe and enjoyable experience for all. Why Join? 
Connect with old and new friends. Celebrate the 
artistic and cultural spirit of Venice. Enjoy a safe 
and fun environment for all ages. So, light up your 
ride, bring your friends, and join us this Sunday at 
Windward Plaza. Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/
details/venice-electric-light-parade-sundays-at-
sunset/14970341/2025-04-13T00

MONDAY | APRIL 14
THE GORDONS IMPROV RESIDENCY
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Westside Comedy Theater 
1323-A 3rd St. Welcome to The Gordons Improv Show 
at Westside Comedy Theater! IMPROV RESIDENT 
TEAM NIGHT! Check out our current lineup of 
Resident Improv Teams! These teams perform Long-
Form Improv all inspired by a suggestion from the 
audience. Think of it as a sitcom made up on the 
spot. Catch them before they are gone! These teams 
rotate every three months!Get ready for a night filled 
with laughter, spontaneity, and hilarious moments. 
Join us for an evening of unscripted comedy where 
every joke is made up on the spot. Our talented 
improv performers will have you in stitches as they 
create scenes, characters, and stories based on your 
suggestions. Don’t miss out on this one-of-a-kind 
experience! Grab your friends and come on down 
to Westside Comedy Theater for a night you won’t 
forget. $10.00. https://smdp.com/events/#/details/
the-gordons-improv-residency/14863274/2025-04-
14T19

TUESDAY | APRIL 15
BOOKS & BAGELS - VENICE LIBRARY BOOK CLUB
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Venice Branch Library 501 
S Venice Blvd. Venice. Join us the third Tuesday 
of each month for bagels, coffee and tea. We 
will have a thoughtful discussion of the current 
selection and discuss other great things we’ve 
been reading. Copies available at the front desk. 
Plus you get bagels, coffee & tea provided by the 
Friends of Venice Library! Join for a lively discussion 
of that month’s fiction or non-fiction book pick. 
New members welcome! Copies of the books are 
available at the circulation desk. Venice Branch 
Library (LAPL), 501 South Venice Blvd., Venice, CA 
90291 Schedule: June 18: Poverty, by America, 
Matthew Desmond July 16: Vaster Wilds, Lauren 
Groff? August 20: Last American Man, Elizabeth 
Gilbert? September 17: Hello Beautiful, Ann 
Napalitano? October 15: On Animals, Susan Orlean? 
November 19: Quiet American, Graham Greene?? 
Generously funded by Friends of Venice Library. Join 
them today to show your support for the library: For 
ADA accommodations, call (213) 228-7430 at least 
72 hours prior to the event.Para ajustes razonables 
según la ley de ADA, llama al (213) 228-7430 al 
menos 72 horas antes del evento. Visit: https://
smdp.com/events/#/details/books-bagels-venice-
library-book-club/14548474/2025-04-15T12

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Santa Monica Public Library 
601 Santa Monica Blvd. This community-led, monthly 
book discussion group meets virtually at 7 p.m. 
on the third Tuesday of the month. This book 
group discusses domestic and international titles 
in the mystery genre. To register, email library@

santamonica.gov. Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/
details/book-discussions/14712453/2025-04-15T19

WEDNESDAY | APRIL 16
FRIENDS OF VENICE LIBRARY: YOGA FOR EVERYONE!
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Venice Branch Library 501 
S Venice Blvd. Venice. Through body awareness, 
movement, and breath, you will be guided on 
how to bring your body, mind, and spirit back 
into balance for overall well-being. All levels are 
welcome. Generously funded by the Friends of 
Venice Library. For ADA accommodations, call (213) 
228-7430 at least 72 hours prior to the event. Para 
ajustes razonables según la ley de ADA, llama al 
(213) 228-7430 al menos 72 horas antes del evento. 
Visit: https://smdp.com/events/#/details/friends-of-
venice-library-yoga-for-everyone-/14548476/2025-
04-16T12

COME SING WITH THE BAND - LIVE BAND KARAOKE!
9:00 p.m. Harvelle’s Santa Monica 1432 4th St, Santa 
Monica. Doors open at 8 PM. Show starts at 9:00PM. 
Online ticket sales end at 7 PM, tics available at 
the door after 8 PM. 2 drink minimum. Please 
note, we are 21 and over only! Visit: https://smdp.
com/events/#/details/come-sing-with-the-band-live-
band-karaoke-/15099082/2025-04-16T21

GET IT
DAILY...
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home to Sears until its 2017 closure, will 
accommodate approximately 2,500 students. 
School officials emphasized that keeping 
students, teachers and staff together at a single 
site was a primary consideration in selecting 
the temporary campus.

“Finding a location for 2,500 students is 
no easy task,” Magee said. “We knew early on 
that it was incredibly important that we keep 
our school together.”

The school system’s insurance coverage, 
along with donor contributions, has enabled 
the transformation of the vacant department 
store into a functional learning environment. 
Renovations included adding walls, carpet, 
paint, air conditioning, signage and other 
necessities for an “inviting learning space,” 
according to Magee.

Santa Monica officials expressed 
enthusiasm about hosting the school, with 
Mayor Lana Negrete welcoming students 
during the town hall. “We are really excited 
to have you guys a part of our community,” 
Negrete said. “We understand it’s under 
unfortunate circumstances, but we are ready 
to roll out the red carpet for you.”

Negrete added that she personally visited 
downtown businesses to inform them 
about the incoming students, encouraging 
restaurants and shops to offer discounts for 
Palisades students.

Nick Melvoin, LAUSD Board District Four 
representative, also addressed families, noting 
he had visited the Sears site recently with 
school officials. “It’s really incredible since 
first visiting a month or so ago as we were 
scoping it out, to seeing what has transpired,” 
Melvoin said.

School and city officials have developed 
comprehensive transportation plans to 
manage the influx of students into downtown 
Santa Monica’s already busy downtown area. 
Roxanne Tanemori, Deputy Director of 
Community Development for Santa Monica, 
outlined several transportation options 
during the presentation.

“Traffic congestion is going to happen 
during peak hours,” Tanemori said. “So 
we’re really asking every family to review 
transportation options, connect with other 
Pali families and plan ahead.”

Officials are strongly encouraging students 
to use free public transit, including the Metro 
E line, which has a station directly across 
from the campus. The school will provide free 
transit passes, and Santa Monica’s Big Blue 
Bus will operate free of charge on opening 
day.

For families choosing to drive, officials 
created a designated drop-off and pick-up 
area accessible from the 10 freeway Fifth 
Street exit. However, Tanemori emphasized 
that unlike the school’s original campus, the 
area cannot accommodate cars waiting in 
line. Parents were advised to arrive early 
before morning rush or pick up later in the 
afternoon.

“This particular drop-off and pick-up 
lot, it’s really important to note that this is 
an active loading and unloading area only,” 
Tanemori said. “For the sake of traffic flow, 
there cannot be queuing and waiting in the lot 
like perhaps [families] have done in the past.”

A limited number of discounted parking 
passes will be available for structures five and 
six through June 6. All city-owned downtown 
parking structures offer 90 minutes free 
parking, which officials suggested could be 
an option for afternoon pickup.

The four-level building, including a 
basement level, has been organized to allow 

students to navigate between classes. Passing 
periods have been extended to 10 minutes to 
accommodate additional movement time in 
the new space.

School officials announced that seniors 
will retain their off-campus lunch privileges at 
the new location, allowing them to patronize 
nearby restaurants and shops during their 
lunch period. Assistant Principal Tyler Farrell 
said all school rules will still apply to students 
when they leave campus.

“Parents, guardians, we’re encouraging 
you to have a conversation with your child 
if you have any specific rules that you want 
your students to follow if they choose to go off 
campus for lunch,” Farrell said.

School officials are emphasizing the 
importance of good behavior and respect 
for their host community. Rafael Negroe, 
Director of Operations, repeatedly called on 
students and families to be “good neighbors” 
to Santa Monica residents and businesses.

“Our hosts have been very gracious, and 
so I ask that all of us be good neighbors,” 
Negroe said. “That is, if we’re using the Metro 
rail, if we’re using parking lots, if we go visit 
restaurants in the area, and if we have our 
friends for Samo High, that we find them in 
the park, that we are good neighbors and that 
we collaborate.”

The temporary campus will operate 
with all previous behavior expectations and 
policies still in place, including dress code, cell 
phone usage and tardy policies. Adam Licea, 
assistant principal of athletics, activities and 
discipline, reminded students to be mindful 
of their voices in the new shared space.

“We are in a shared space that’s a little 
different from Pali, our original campus, so 
just be mindful of your voices inside and just 
understand to keep it down as there’s some 
learning going on in the classrooms,” Licea 
said.

Palisades Charter High School’s athletic 
programs will continue at the temporary 
Santa Monica location. The school has 
secured facilities for most sports, though 
softball schedules are still being finalized. 
Transportation will be provided to games, but 
not to practices. Students are encouraged to 
carpool or use public transit to reach practice 
facilities near campus. Physical education 
classes will take place at Belmar Park, the 
athletic fields located in the Civic Auditorium 
parking lot. 

Despite the relocation challenges, school 
officials said they were committed to 
maintaining its athletic programs with the 
playoff season approaching.

School administrators acknowledged the 
emotional challenges the transition might 
create for some students. 

“We understand that coming to this new 
site can activate a range of emotions, and 
support is available,” Licea said, encouraging 
students to reach out to school social workers 
if needed.

While the move to Santa Monica represents 
a major step forward, school officials continue 
to work on plans to eventually return to 
their original campus. For now, the school 
community is focused on making the Santa 
Monica location work while maintaining the 
Palisades Charter High School identity and 
spirit.

“This is indeed a journey, and we’re so 
thankful for you sticking with us,” Magee 
concluded. “You’ve committed to Pali High 
just like we are committed to you.”

editor@smdp.com

PALISADES
FROM PAGE 1

VINew Yer

VINew Yer

Longer Days... More Paddle Time

Located on the Southwest end of the Jamaica Bay Inn parking lot 
4175 Admiralty Wy, Marina del Rey, CA (entry on Palawan) | prosupshop.com | (310) 989-4350

NOW OPEN DAILY 
9am-5pm 

(last rental back at 6pm)

Spring is better on the water

Scan for booking
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Don’t forget the PRAWNS

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). Most people assume their 
reactions are correct, appropriate and universal, so they 
wouldn’t think to work on their own attitude. But you see 
value in detached objectivity. If there are other ways to 
experience life, you’re open to discovering them. 
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The only one who can sing 
your soul is you. You may feel a bit stuck, like you don’t 
quite know the tune. Trying to articulate even the smallest 
pieces of what you feel, without judgment or expectation, 
will begin to unlock that inner melody. 
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Someone hurt you, and 
there’s a tiny revenge fantasy flickering in you still — just 
enough to entertain, not enough to actually do it. You can 
reclaim your power in another way. Not by getting them 
back, but by getting yourself back. 

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ll feel called to open 
your heart and release the defenses that have led to division. 
Events emphasize a need for forgiveness, repair, healing 
and the restoration of meaningful connections, urging you 
to embrace vulnerability and rebuild bridges with those 
who matter most.
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’d like to be able to take hold 
of your mood and send it up and up, but this isn’t achieved 
through sheer will alone. There’s more nuance to it. You’ll 
find what truly lifts your energy, makes your mind quick 
and your spirit bright.
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll try to understand 
people’s choices and motivations, tracing their actions back 
to hidden fears, desires or past wounds. But understanding 
doesn’t mean excusing, and empathy doesn’t require 
agreement. Some paths are not yours to walk, only to 
witness.

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The goal is to regulate 
your habits and behaviors in a balanced way, not to 
impose harsh restrictions on yourself. Moderation and 
mindful control are the path to success, rather than extreme 
restraint.
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re aware of an 
underlying rhythm today, like the heartbeat of humanity — 
a shared, subconscious pulse that transcends intellect and 
reaches into the depths of human nature. You’ll dance to 
this primitive chant today and experience a deep sense of 
belonging.
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You are actively 
shaping your world. Instead of asking, “What’s going 
to happen?” you shift to asking, “How do I make the 
desired outcome happen?” You will take proactive steps 
to understand the cause-and-effect relationships in your 
current environment. 

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There’s an invisible 
tether keeping you connected to a situation, a pull that 
keeps you in orbit, bound by familiarity. While this sense of 
centering can be comforting, you cannot discover who you 
might be in different environments until you cut the cord.
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your relationships, 
creativity and presence all have a way of making people 
feel seen and valued, and that’s not something everyone 
can claim. Be sure to build amusement into your plan, 
especially the kind that involves others, and all will benefit.
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). If it feels like you’ve been 
biding your time until conditions became more favorable 
or a better strategy emerged, rest assured that the wait is 
about to pay off. Today things align in your favor, and the 
opportunity is ripe for the picking.

This year, you’ll shake up the status quo with fierce creativity and raw ambition. The work you do leaves your competition scrambling. It’s 
about power moves, calculated chaos and an unmatched grind. More highlights: Love is electric, unpredictable and thrilling. A pay-off is 
delayed but gives much more than expected. The universe hands you a mic and you’ll speak your truth loudly. Leo and Aquarius adore you. 
Your lucky numbers are: 13, 6, 31, 8, and 22.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (April 11)

HOROSCOPES
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everybody.”
But details remain unclear: The measure 

does not define which drivers would be 
eligible for collective bargaining or how many 
votes a union would need from its members 
to be certified. 

Some labor advocates believe lawmakers 
should go further to try to protect workers, 
such as setting a minimum wage floor or 
explicitly protecting workers’ right to strike.

The language of Prop. 22 guaranteed 

that companies would pay drivers 120% of 
minimum wage, which translated to payments 
ranging from $5.64 to $27.58 per hour. Moore 
said that was too low.

“If you are going to call that a wage floor, 
it’s really a wage dungeon,” she said, arguing 
the new legislation should also set a higher 
wage floor for ride-hailing drivers. 

The proposal is expected to be heard in 
Assembly committees in a few weeks.

By Yue Stella Yu. CalMatters’ economy reporter Levi 
Sumagaysay contributed reporting. This article was 
originally published by CalMatters.

UBER
FROM PAGE 3

such as having enough educational and 
medical services, allowing  “fine-grained 
mixing of land uses and human activities 
in as many places as possible,” allowing 
“dynamic changes in land use rather than 
trying to freeze neighborhoods,” and 
providing amenities such as “walkability, 
revitalized live-work-play downtowns” 
and “great parks and trails.”

So, one might ask, which metro areas 
are hitting all the right buttons and which 
are not, as determined in the study?

The 25 top pro-housing metros are 
all either in the Sun Belt — particularly 
Texas, California’s arch-rival — or in the 
mountain states such as Utah and Idaho. 
No. 1 is Charlotte, NC. and No. 2 is Austin, 
the Texas capital which is becoming a 
powerful competitor with California’s 
Silicon Valley.

Not surprisingly, California metros are 

heavily represented on the list of the 
nation’s 25 “most restrictive” metros. While 
Honolulu is the least accommodating, 
Oxnard is No. 2.

Nine of the 25 are in California. They 
include, in order after Oxnard, San Jose, 
San Diego, Riverside-San Bernardino, 
San Francisco, Sacramento, Bakersfield, 
Fresno and Stockton.

It would be tempting to dismiss the 
Bush Institute’s report as biased because 
it comes from Texas, but it contains a 
wealth of detail and explains how the data 
were evaluated.

A better response from California 
politicians would be to read the report 
and determine what more California could 
do to make the state housing-friendly. 
The state’s current path on housing, other 
living costs and homelessness is going in 
the wrong direction.

By Dan Walters. This article was originally published 
by CalMatters.

GUEST COMMENTARY
FROM PAGE 4

its response. In a statement read over the 
phone, she said the company internally 
reviews the fire risk in its service area using 
multiple factors.

“Should that analysis determine that 
changes to the CPUC maps are warranted, 
SCE will file a petition to modify the map 
with the CPUC,” she said.

The commission’s fire risk maps sprung 
out of a regulatory response to a series of 
fires in late 2007 in Southern California, 
several of which were attributed to utility 
equipment. As a result, Pacific Gas & 
Electric, Southern California Edison, and 
San Diego Gas & Electric, which serve the 
vast majority of the state, submitted maps in 
2017 to identify potential areas where utility 
equipment could cause fires.

The three utilities are required to update 
their maps every 10 years, but both Pacific 
Gas & Electric and Southern California 
Edison have updated sections of their maps 
since the original filing. Southern California 
Edison is also currently seeking approval to 
update a portion of its maps. San Diego Gas 
& Electric has not updated its maps since 
2017.

But Cal Advocates argued in its initial 
2023 proposal that the maps need both a 
complete update and to be updated more 
frequently than once a decade. When Pacific 
Gas & Electric filed an update in 2023, for 
example, the new inclusions amounted to 
about 4.5% of its service area.

“Even its most recent mapping was in dire 
need of updating,” Cal Advocates said in its 
2023 request. “This suggests public safety 
needs would be better met if utilities across 
the state update their wildfire risk mapping 

every five years.”
All three of the utilities with mapping 

requirements supported Cal Advocates’ 
position, which would allow the utilities 
to update the maps based on their own 
internal models. In a statement, Pacific Gas 
& Electric spokesperson Matt Nauman said 
the company updates its internal fire maps 
annually and expects to file updated maps 
with the commission at the end of this year.

Mussey Grade Road Alliance, a Ramona 
community advocacy group, pushed back 
on the proposal in May 2023 because of 
the discretion it would give the utilities 
to choose what counts as risky, which Cal 
Advocates later agreed with.

With the mapping comes additional 
regulatory scrutiny, as well as more stringent 
requirements for inspecting and maintaining 
utility infrastructure in high-risk areas.

The advocacy group’s Joseph Mitchell 
said the maps lack sufficient modeling 
for how wind affects the fires. The annual 
average of wind in an area doesn’t account 
for the short-term, significant gusts that were 
associated with large fires both recently and 
within the last decade. 

San Diego Gas & Electric comes the 
closest to accounting for this, he said. 

Alex Welling, spokesperson for San Diego 
Gas & Electric, said the utility regularly 
compares its maps against “wind speeds, 
historical fire data, fire modeling and more.” 
The utility will file to update the maps if it 
“identifies a need for updates,” Welling said. 

“Identifying the most dangerous areas 
for appropriate mitigation is important and 
continues to be important,” Mitchell said.

By Malena Carollo. This article was originally pub-
lished by CalMatters.

UTILITY
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Medicare does not cover dental care1. That 
means if you need dental work done, it can cost 
you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out 
of your own pocket.

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to 
crowns and dentures. Call today to get help 
paying big dental bills.

• See any dentist you want, 
 but save more with one in our network

• No deductible, no annual maximum

• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-323-7468
dental50plus.com/santamonica

Get the dental care you deserve.

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020 
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available 
in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 
or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; 
NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL
Insurance
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LA prices got you down? 
We’ve got FREE fun!

live music • ART MART • CAR SHOW • SALSA WAY
KIDS ACTIVITIES • SATTELITE BAR • & MORE!

LOCALS’ NIGHT
THIRD THURSDAYS AT THE PIER

SANTA
 MONICA PIER CORP.

A TALK THROUGH 
PIER HISTORY 

“A Talk Through Pier History” — a one-hour storytelling session 

sharing fascinating Pier history, memorable tales, and a lively Q&A. 

EVERY LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, 6-7 PM

@santamonicapier | santamonicapier.org/happenings                                                                                                                      

SANTA
 MONICA PIER CORP.

A WALK THROUGH 
PIER HISTORY 

EST. 1909

Discover the captivating history behind Santa Monica Pier with 

"A Walk Through Pier History" Walking Tour! Join us on a remarkable 

journey through time, as our expert storytellers bring the past to life!

TOUR SCHEDULE
Every Saturday & Sunday @ 10AM

Every Monday @ 6:30 PM (Sunset Tour)

*Please note that drop-ins are not accepted. $25/Person
Advance booking is required to ensure an unforgettable experience.


