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by Chuck Shepard

= In Melbourne, Australia, in
March, John Stark, 60, and
his wife and son pleaded
guilty to running a scheme in
which the Starks “ordered”
large quantities of upscale
goods, which two shoplifter-
associates would then go
“acquire” for them so that
the Starks could resell them
in the family’s Shopaholic
discount stores.
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City’s economic
outlook is stormy

(Editor's note: This is the first
article in an on-going series that
examines the city's current finan-
cial crisis. Saturday's article will
focus on the city’s plan to balance
its growing deficit.)

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

It will be years before the city’s
dismal financial situation improves.

Proposals of lay-offs and tax
increases are on the horizon as
city officials strategize on how to
close a $12 million gap in its
budget.

“It’s the most pain the city has

gone through in years and we are
not good at pain,” said City
Manager Susan McCarthy.

The expected cuts will be far
greater than what the city was
forced to do in 1992 — the last time
the city found itself in serious eco-
nomic turmoil. But the city recov-
ered quickly because of a decade of
unprecedented fiscal expansion.

This time around, the city
won’t bounce back as quickly.
The days of enjoying a strong city
budget are over — at least for the
next three years.

City officials released their

See BUDGET, page 7

Police arrest man after
high speed pursuit

Suspect tries to run
over police, officer
fires shot

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A man wanted for auto theft
led Santa Monica Police on a 40-
mile high speed pursuit early
Thursday after he attempted to

run over several officers, injuring
one.

Raymond Rivera, a 36-year-
old Hispanic transient, was cap-
tured by police in El Monte near
San Bernadino at 3 a.m. He was
stopped by police in Santa
Monica for allegedly stealing a
car on Euclid Street and
Washington Avenue, said SMPD
Lt. Frank Fabrega.

See CHASE, page 7

Swinging into summer

Warm weather has drawn thousands of people to the beach this
week. The swings south of the Santa Monica Pier were a popu-
lar place to hang on Thursday. Rain is expected to dampen the

weekend.
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Landlords accused of ‘circumventing’ the system

State toughens restrictions
on property owners

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

A law designed to give land-
lords a way out of the business has
been used by some property own-
ers to jack up the price on rent-
controlled units.

The owners of a Santa Monica
building were fined $22,000 this
week for doing just that. They put
their apartments back on the mar-
ket three years after evicting their
tenants under the Ellis Act.

The 1987 Ellis Act was written
to protect the rights of property
owners who don’t want to be land-
lords anymore. But since the intro-

duction of vacancy decontrol in
1995, it has been used by many
landlords to evict tenants and later
raise rents.

More than 20 percent of the
Santa Monica properties that were
“Ellised” have been brought back
to the market by landlords, accord-
ing to a March report from the Rent
Control Board. Between July 2001
and July 2002, 25 properties were
Ellised and seven of the buildings
came back onto the market.

Andrew Zanger, a renters’
rights attorney, explained the eco-
nomics from a landlord’s perspec-
tive. If a property owner evicts a
renter who is paying $500 a month
for a rent-controlled apartment, he
must leave the spot vacant for two
years and pay “punitive damages”
to the tenant in the amount of six

months’ rent, for a total of $15,000
in missed revenue, Zanger said.
But if the landlord rents the
same apartment for $3,000 a
month, it wouldn’t take long to
recover the lost income.
“It’s financially feasible to do,”

he said. “And we’ve seen people
do it.”

Some renters agree.

“The law itself is simply a slap
on the wrist for landlords,” said

See ELLIS ACT, page 8

BY DAVID ESPO

AP Special Correspondent

Bush addresses Iraqis

Opposition forces crumbled in northern Iraq on Thursday as U.S.
and Kurdish troops seized oil-rich Kirkuk without a fight and held a
second city within their grasp. U.S. commanders said signs pointed to
a last stand by Iraqis in Saddam Hussein’s birthplace of Tikrit.

Despite the gains, one Marine was killed and 22 injured in a

See WAR, page 10
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Platinum

CUSTOM DESIGNER, MANUFACTURERS

331 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349

www.readersjewelers.com

HOROSCOPE
Be where the gang is, Libra

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

[ -Dynamic [ -Positive [
M -So-so O-Difficult

-Average

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, April 11, 2003:

You often don’t have the full story. You could feel as if facts elude you and that you have a diffi-
cult time isolating what is true and what is not. Allow your creativity to broaden your path this year,
making sure you’re on solid footing. Friends have great ideas that coincide with your inspirations. Be
especially realistic with finances. If you are single, you will meet someone special who could prove
to be quite a delight and addition to your life. If you are attached, often the two of you will disagree

Don't miss the

Apl’l | 15 deadine 3

Fund an IRA today!

Tax advantages, including new tax credits for
some individuals, make an |RA one of the best

ways to save for retirement.

Don’t miss out on these important tax benefits!

Call today to make your IRA contribution

Edward Jones

Serving Individua Investors Since 1872

JUAN J. LLAURO
Investment Representative
1250 6th Street Ste. 203
Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 394-4001
www.edwardjones.com
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Large groups and corporate events welcome.

1025 Wilshire Blvd.

Santa Monica

ncludes 2 tacos,

(310) 899-1106

www.elcholo.com .

LERAKY

$5.99

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM

Your choice of hamburger, turkey, ahi, salmon or veggie.

Served with garlic mashed potatoes or french fries.

Monday thru Friday

Burger Monday!!!

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street * Santa Monica

Telephone 31

14.4855 » www.

:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
raryalehouse.com

on money matters. Go with the flow. Remember to just enjoy each other. LEO is always fun.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ Express your playfulness, even in
the face of someone’s confusion. You’re simply
not working on the same track as others. Laugh
at misunderstandings instead of making them a
big deal. Your ability to flow emerges. Tonight:
Aim for what you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

¥ LM Be direct in your dealings that involve
a loved one or family. Despite all your clarity,
someone might misread you. Don’t allow your
mind to go on overload. Understand what needs
to happen for you to relax more with a key per-
son. Tonight: A quiet night at home.

Fr

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[  You might be making mountains out
of molehills. Loosen up and be more creative in
your view. Some of you might need to detach
more rather than react. Confusion surrounds your
decisions. Just relax and make weekend plans.
The sooner you take off, the better. Tonight:
Where your friends are.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[ The words someone uses might not
convey his or her message. Think through a deci-
sion more carefully that revolves around
finances. If you’re not ready to say yes or no, say
so. Recognize that there is nothing wrong with
not knowing what to do. Tonight: Your treat.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

i You could be confused by what
goes on. Confusion takes you in a new direction,
if you allow it to. Mixed messages surround the
nest of relationships. Don’t worry about what
one person says about what you think right now.
Just ride the waves of a relationship. Tonight:
Where the action is.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

g [ You might be more out of sorts than you
think. Understanding what is going on around
you could be a full-time occupation. Kick back,
close the door and get your job done. You might
be more tired than you realize. Loosen up and
relax. Tonight: Get some extra zzz’s.

IBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

d [[TIT7) You read what you want into a sit-
uation, whether you’re aware of it or not.
However, by distorting the facts, you might be
preventing yourself from having a special or won-
derful opportunity. Be more forthright and direct.
A friendship abounds. Tonight: Where the gang is.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
- (1] Others want more from you than

you might be willing to give. Don’t even try to
identify what is going on with a partner. Think
through a decision more carefully that involves
your personal and domestic lives. Know that you
cannot please all the people all the time. Tonight:
A must show.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
[ When you don’t know what to do,
relax and understand what is going with others.
Your intuition right now could be slightly off-kil-
ter. Do only what you must and postpone what you
can until Monday. Split from the office as soon as
possible. Tonight: Try something different.
E CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

| You aren’t getting all the facts
involving a money matter. In fact, you might
want some dissension in order to gain a better
perspective. Right now, the facts aren’t the facts.

Let a partner explore what he or she thinks.
Tonight: Extremes rule.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

(I Laugh and loosen up. You could
be upset by some news. You can be sure you
don’t have the full story. You could also choose to
worry about it or simply let go. Let a partner run
with the ball right now. Tonight: Accept an invi-
tation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

@D  Listen to feedback that surrounds a
project. You might sense that there is more going
on here than meets the eye. A partner could defi-
nitely be out of whack. Continue to go along, not
disturbing the course of a project until you have
some hard facts. Tonight: Off to the gym.
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LOCAL

Parents find humor in

school’s financial crisis

—

Rebecca Gross/Special to the Daily Press
Comedian Paula Poundstone, who lives in Santa Monica, peforms for hun-
dreds of people at Shutters on the Beach Hotel on Wednesday as part of a
fundraiser for McKinley Elementary School.
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The mix of minor southwest and northwest swell
declines today, so expect a drop in height of about a foot.

Swell angle wasn’t anything great for LA Thursday,
and leftover swell ought to leave most breaks around
knee- to waist-high. West facing beaches have the best
chance for inconsistent sets.

Saturday new swell arrives: a better angled northwest,
which looks to improve size for exposed spots. South
Bay surf averages waist- to shoulder-high.

Expect a shift in the tides toward more extreme highs
as a full moon comes up next Wednesday. Rain is in the
forecast for Saturday and Sunday.

Today’s
Tides:

High- 5:27 a.m. 4.32’
Low- 12:55 p.m.-0.14’
High- 7:45p.m. 3.79'

Location Friday Saturday Sunday Water Quality
County Line 1-2'/Fair 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Zuma 1-2'/Fair 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Surfrider 2-3'/Fair 3-4'/Fair 3-4'/Good B
Topanga 1-2'/Fair 2-3'/Fair 2-3'/Fair B
Breakwater 2-3’/Fair 3-4’/Fair 3-4’/Fair A
El Porto 2-3'/Fair 3-4’/Good 3-4/Fair A

The Sutf Report is sponsored by:

Today’s Special:

Beat!

[ storeHours: |

T

BY REBECCA GROSS
Special to the Daily Press

The school district’s dismal financial
situation was a laughing matter this week
when more than 200 people gathered to
raise money for McKinley Elementary
School.

About 250 parents and community
members attended a fundraiser highlight-
ed by local comedians to generate thou-
sands of dollars for McKinley’s art and
music programs. The event was held at
Shutters on the Beach hotel on
Wednesday night.

The exact profit for the evening has not
yet been determined, but in previous years
the event has raised between $4,000 and
$8,000.

The fundraiser featured Paula
Poundstone, Bobby Collins and Bobby
Kenton. Tickets were $40.

“(The money) will serve as a source for
us to provide music and visiting perform-
ers for our school,” said McKinley
Principal Wendy Wax.

The Santa Monica Malibu Unifed
School District faces a $13 million budg-
et shortfall, and music and arts programs
already have been cut by the school
board. The budget cuts cover several arts
positions, including 6.67 full-time ele-

mentary instructional music service per-
sonnel, one full-time arts coordinator and
5.19 full-time music aides/accompanists.

“T am definitely concerned and I think
that’s why I’'m here, to sell as many tick-
ets as possible and try to compensate if
possible,” said entrance table volunteer
Angela Anthony, whose daughter graduat-
ed last year from McKinley. She estimat-
ed the event raised about $8,000.

Schools Superintendent John Deasy
proposed last November that individual
schools shouldn’t be able to use donations
or raise money to reinstate lost programs
and services as a result of budget cuts. He
argued that some schools are able to raise
more money and receive larger donations
because of parents’ economic class, which
makes it unfair to kids who don’t come
from wealthy families.

Cheri Orgel, president of the Santa
Monica-Malibu PTA Council, said the
policy doesn’t prevent raising money for
schools.

“It does not stop parent fundraising,”
she said. “It just makes sure everything’s
equal. If they are cuts made across the dis-
trict, they can’t be put back at one school
and one school alone.”

The money raised at comedy night is not
affected because it will be used for program

~
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enrichment, not to reinstate cut positions.

If Santa Monica and Malibu voters pass
a parcel tax increase, called Proposition S,
in a special election on June 3, the district
would receive approximately $6.2 million
annually for six years. That would allow
the district to reinstate the fine arts coordi-
nator, and all of the music aides and ele-
mentary music instructors.

Comedy night’s proceeds will be used
to continue programs like assemblies for
the school on different cultures and artists
in residence, Wax said.

Shutters provided the location and free
food for the event. The luxury hotel has
helped support McKinley for 10 years.

“I would really like to commend
Shutters for their ongoing commitment to
our school,” she said. “They have really
helped us to defray costs.”

Shutters, which is located at 1 Pico
Blvd., also sponsors a Barnes and Nobles

shopping spree for school books for teach-
ers at McKinley and provides refresh-
ments for teacher appreciation day and
other school events, according to Armella
Stephan, Shutters general manager.

“We wanted to go a little further for
Santa Monica education,” Stephan said,
adding that McKinley is a “Title One”
school, which means that the majority of its
students come from low-income families.

“Most of us would not come here
(Shutters),” said McKinley parent Nancy
Greystone. “It’s not feasible.”

Judging by laughs, the night was
enjoyed by those who attended.

“It was great fun,” said Pacific
Palisades resident Carol Lanning. “T real-
ly believe that the arts in Santa Monica
are well deserving and anything I can do
to help them, I do.”

Since 1967

( WE DELIVER!

Throughout Santa Monica

“Voted Best in L.A.”

— America Online Poll

Specializing in Event Catering
Lunch/Office Delivery * Parties

915 Wilshire Blvd.  310.451.SLICE (7542)
k 1622 Ocean Park Blvd. * 310.399.4060

Quality & Valug Hiwags!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892 “Don’t forget
the tax man...

We haven’t”

2732 Main St.
Santa Monica
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OPINION

LETTERS

Remember our troops

Editor:

The April 10th edition of the Santa Monica Daily Press has an article on the Iraqi
people on the front page. Contained in that article is the quote, “I’'m 49, but I never
lived a single day. Only now will I start living,” said Yussuf Abed Kazim. Strange
thought indeed.

Only a few short weeks ago, millions stood together around the globe and raised
their voices in opposition to a war in Iraq. College campuses were filled with many
voicing that same sentiment. One day they will graduate from college and enter into
the corporate jungle.

Their hopes and dreams will be fulfilled or dashed based on the companies that
they hire on with and the people they meet that will shape their lives. While they
were at college others decided to join the military instead.

Some have stated that they never expected to see combat action and were
shocked that they were called up to serve their country. Whatever the reason, they
made a decision to join the military and when you make that choice, there are cer-
tain things you might be called upon to do.

History never records the pain and anguish of those that are left to deal with the
hole left when someone you knew and cared for is no longer here. Whether they
were coalition forces, Iraqi forces, or those that are termed, “collateral damage,”
does not matter, someone will grieve for them and will miss their company.

Time stands still for no one, it is often said. The war will end, troops will come
home, college students will go off to seek employment to put into practice that
which they were studying. Companies come and go, as do regimes. We’ve wit-
nessed the horror of Sept. 11, the absolute greed that crushed decades-old compa-
nies into history. Were starting to hear the stories of the repression of the Iraqi peo-
ple. The one voice we haven’t heard from until now.

An old song by AC/DC starts out with the line, “it ain't easy, living free.” The
Iraqi people are being freed from their repressive regime, and they’re finally being
allowed to speak their mind. It may take a while for them to get used to this. Their’s
is the voice that has been missing in all of this. Being liberated from Saddam could
be the best thing that happens to them, or it may not. Time will tell. After Saddam
is gone, their problems become their own. Let’s help them meet that challenge. Let’s
also remember to support the troops when they come back from their mission.

Steve Roberts
Santa Monica

City Council
clears the
aie once and
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Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Ste. 202
Santa Monica, CA 90401
sack@smdp.com

Looking for just one iota of common sense in the city

My
WRITE

By Bill Bauer

Wouldn’t you think that somewhere in
this town you’d find someone on a board,
commission, task force, city staff or even
a City Council person that had one iota of
common sense?

A couple of weeks ago, I ranted about the
new main library — a $23 million remodel
that became a $72 million totally new
library. This might make sense if those in
charge would have moved the new library to
the Civic Center and sold or leased the cur-
rent library property to pay for it.

That idea was rejected by a whole slew
of stubborn, unimaginative, narrowly
focused decision makers. So, the City
Council cut funds from a slew of other
projects to pay for the new building —
sort of robbing Peter to pay Paul.

The City Council on Tuesday night
paved the way for a new 75,000-square-
foot, 45-foot tall development at Second
Street and Colorado Boulevard. Four
years ago, the project was submitted for
administrative approval and denied. It was
appealed to the Planning Commission

which also denied the project. It was then
appealed to the City Council.

The City Council apparently wasn’t
very concerned about the project’s nega-
tive impacts which mostly had to do with
the additional traffic the development
would generate. Despite staff’s recom-
mendation of denial because of incompat-
ibility with the new downtown and the
presence of a prohibited McDonalds with-
in the new structure, the Council voted to
lay groundwork for approval anyway.

The developer was told to rework the
traffic circulation element and resubmit it
for approval. The Council also was will-
ing to grant several discretionary
approvals to get around the current devel-
opment restrictions in that area.

They’d consider a special development
review permit because the project is over
the permitted 30,000-square-foot thresh-
old for the site. And, they also asked for a
text amendment that would permit a fast
food outlet at that location, as well as
extended operating hours.

It seems that in congested downtown
Santa Monica, there’s always room for
even more development and the traffic it
brings. Heaping even more traffic into the
downtown area makes no sense, but some
Council members have other things on
their minds. Can you say, “social agenda?”

News reports say Councilwoman Pam
O'Connor voted yes because “It
(McDonalds) serves the city’s hotel work-
ers and provides social benefits to those
with low incomes.” Councilman Mike
Feinstein was the lone dissenting vote
against the project because it “had not
included housing rather than office space.”

I like everything about Santa Monica
College’s proposed Madison Theater
except its location behind Madison
School between 10th and 11th streets,
near Arizona Avenue. A multi-family resi-
dential neighborhood is not appropriate
for an almost round-the-clock arts venue
to house student productions, opera, a
children’s theater, a semi-professional
stage company, community concerts, lec-
tures and cultural events.

Like the library, the Madison campus
theater should also be in the Civic Center.
Imagine a performing arts center with two
theaters, surrounded by major thorough-
fares, plenty of parking, a half-dozen bus
lines, near freeway ramps and the high
school. It could also revitalize the mori-
bund Civic Auditorium — an under uti-
lized, multi-million dollar financial drain.

A joint venture between SMC and the
city would breathe new life into the heart of
town. A state-of-the-art 500 seat Madison
playhouse adjacent to a renovated and rein-

vigorated Santa Monica Civic Center could
be the crown jewel of the community.

There’s an uneasy relationship between
the college and the city. Inflexible minds
apparently are unwilling to embrace the
concept of our Civic Center as a place of
art and culture, let alone of working
together. Both the new library and the
Madison theater will be built, but in sepa-
rate, send-rate locations.

The city’s “visionaries” see the future
Civic Center as a mundane mishmash of
housing projects, a soccer field and small
lawns with nothing to draw people in the
evenings and on weekends. There’s no art,
no culture, no library, no theater and no
heartbeat. We’re all much poorer because
of this.

The center of our city will remain
empty and lifeless. The only people there
will be the few hundred mostly low-
income persons lucky enough to get one
of between 300 and 600 “voter-based
rental units” proposed for the site.

The future Civic Center, like the stat-
ues of Saddam Hussein that dot Baghdad,
is a monument to misguided and short-
sighted personal agendas, lack of common
sense and political self-interest.

(Bill Bauer is a longtime Santa Monica
resident and a freelance writer.)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor: Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our inten-
tion to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. Al letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also
may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood®
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)




OPINION

The(&)Line

Residents say landmark Aero

This past Monday, Q-line asked:

“Do you think the Aero Theatre should be a historical landmark? Why or

why not?”
Here are your responses:

m “The Aero Theatre is more a nos-
talgic landmark than a historical land-
mark. I’ve been in the theater during the
time we were trying to save it. As fara a
historical landmark or architectural sig-
nificance, absolutely no. Nostalgic yes. I
suggest we all put it in our minds and
cherish it.”

m “Never mind whether the Aero
Theatre should be a landmark. Rather,
let’s examine why a landmarks commis-
sioner does not want a landmark desig-
nation. If the building was owned by
anyone else, there would be no question
of a designation. Why does the owner
want to avoid it? Could it be that the
very designation that he applies to other
properties is too restrictive and does not
allow for reasonable return on his
investments while maintaining the his-
torical significance? Give me a break.”

® “A Landmarks Commissioner who
is against landmarks sounds like some-
one who the Bush administration would
appoint. If the community considers
something a landmark, it is a landmark
and should be so designated.”

m “Yes, | think the Aero should be a
historical landmark. It’s a nostalgic, col-
orful reminder of Santa Monica’s — and
America’s — past.”

m “Alas, the uncertainty of the old
Aero Theatre’s fate. I am thankful that

Pacific Palisades Park and the Santa
Monica bike path are still in place.
Everything else that made Santa Monica
special are gone. The Ocean Park
Amusement Pier, the magnificently dec-
orated Old Globe Theatre, Lawrence
Welk, Tommy Dorsey, Dick Canny.”

m “T do think the Aero Theatre should
be a historical landmark. They are doing
enough tearing down in Santa Monica as
it is. Leave the Aero alone.”

m  “If the owner wishes, but not
against the owner’s wish. It’s the same
as [ want for the homeowners.”

m “Why is it that a private home can
be designated as a historical landmark
without the owner’s consent, but a the-
ater will not be designated as a historical
landmark? Somebody needs to talk to
the landmarks commissioner.”

m “] was amazed to hear that the
Aero Theatre did not have landmark
protection. But, if after all this struggle,
someone tried to tear down the Aero
Theatre there would be such a huge
uproar, that I don’t think there will be
such a danger.”

m “Of course the Aero Theatre
should be a landmark, it is closely relat-
ed to historical periods related to Santa
Monica’s history. The war years and the

qTRAll SYTRA!

growth of aviation.”
nl

Santa Monica Daily Press now af newsstands around the ciy!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press
in permanent newsstands at these locations:

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th
Streets

« 7th Street and Montana Avenue

* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire
Boulevard

« Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-
23rd Streets

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln
Boulevard

* Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

« Santa Monica Courthouse

* Arizona Avenue and Second Street

* Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

* Three newsstands at the intersection of
Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

* Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

* Broadway and 10th Street

* Colorado Avenue and Second Street

Watch for future newsstands t a location near you!
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE

Specialist in Repair of Porsche ¢ VW ¢ Audi - BMW

* Best alternative to high dealer prices

» Complete service and repair

« All work guaranteed

 Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA - (310) 829-2563

WHO

can get the power of email working for your business?

gl’eatbignOISG www.greatbignoise.com
PURE WATER IN YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

e Reverse Osmosis System
e Bottled Water Delivery
e Soft Water Systems

Raoyme
WATER SYSTEMS

DIVISION OF RWS CORPORATION
CONTRACTORS LIC. a728254

1828 Lincoln Boulevard
Santa Monica, CGalifornia 90404-4599
(310) 450-6300

PusLic Dump
IN SanTA MonNica

Southern California
Transfer Company

Cloverfield

10 Fwy

24th St.

End of St.
[X]

Frank St.

310-828-6444 [FESEE

1908 Frank St. Santa Monica 8

Santa Wonica Dailp Press )
Has an ‘E-dition!
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and
ads all before you leave the house!
FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!
For more information, please call:

310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on
our Web site @ www.smdp.com )

» Great lalian cooking. ?

WY Just slightly west of ltaly.|
Bedagldddd
mmﬁ |

Feel the friendliness...
Taste the freshness!
Corporate
Accounts
Welcome

Lunch & Dinner Specials
Pizza - Pastas * Salads * Subs & more
Dine In * Take Out * We Delivery
“Best Happy Hour in Santa Monica”
Celebrating 22 years in the neighborhood
www.earthwindandflour.com ————
2222 Wilshire Blvd. « Santa Monica  310.829.7829
1776 Westwood Blvd. ¢ Los Angeles « 310.470.2499
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\@lﬁm PEACE DAY
Saturday, April 19

Meditation & Workshops llam-Lpm at WILD OATS.

NATURAL MARKETPLACE

500 Wilshire Blvd. (& 5th) Santa Monica - 1-866-Y-SAHAJA

*ALL GAMES MARCH MADNESS

*I=2 Dom. pints $2%° Imports-microbrews

8 TVs ¢ 2 Big Screens
6 Tap Beers * 3 Pool Tables
Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks, Burgers
and More!

P — -y
1 Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd

of equal or lesser value for FBEE! :

With Coupon. Expires 4/15/03
b o e -

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F
*Burger, Fries
& Pint — *62=

1333 Santa Monica Blvd.

(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)

(310) 899-0076

Lunch-Time Delivery Available

r_,_m‘ 4/11 - Brotherhood of the Groove

= 4/12 - Sticky Fingers

-—= Ultimate Rolling Stones Tribute
Since 1993 4117 - Gila Monsters

Available for private parties

www.l4below.com Next door to Over/Under * (3I0) 4515040

HIRING GUARANTEED!

*Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa
Monica Daily Press for 4 weeks and we’ll help
you find the perfect employee ... GUARANTEED!

*We guarantee that if you don't find the right employee after
24 days, we'll run your ad until you do at no additional cost.
Classifieds are $2.50 a day for up to 15 words, 20¢ per word thereafter.
Call Mitch for more details. (310) 458-7737 ext. 111

i

.: REAL ESTATE

Santa Monica provides
housing options to seniors

DAYS ON
\\| THE MARKET

By Jodi Summers

Chad’s mother, a long-time Santa
Monica resident, owns a condo north of
Wilshire Boulevard.

Like nearly 12 percent of the popula-
tion, Chad’s mother is over 65 years old,
and shows the classic signs of aging.
She’s forgetting things and not as sure on
her feet. Chad worries about his mom
being on her own and wonders “what is an
aging adult to do?”

The city and the state offer several
options for senior citizens. For example,
the state of California offers all seniors
property tax rebates. To qualify for the
Homeowner and Renter Assistance
Program, you must be 62 or older, and
have had a gross household income of less
than $33,994 in 2001.

In the Homeowner Assistance
Program, qualified homeowners receive a
once-a-year reimbursement based on a
portion of the property taxes assessed on
their home.

The Renter Assistance Program allows
qualified renters to receive an annual
reimbursement based on property taxes
paid indirectly through rent payments.
The state of California provides both
reimbursements. The Westside Center for
Independent Living Web site,
www.wcil.org, has all the information.

The objective of the Westside Center
for Independent Living is to help seniors
and people with disabilities remain inde-
pendent in their own homes. Their fees, if
any, are on a sliding scale. To get more
information contact (310) 394-9871, or go
to www.wecil.org.

Seniors in good health who don’t want
to live alone can contact Alternative
Living for the Aging at (323) 650-7988.

Executive director Janet Witkin set up
this non-profit organization in 1978
because she “thought that older people
needed affordable, safe alternatives to liv-
ing alone or institutionalization.

“We’ve put together five cooperative
apartment communities and a free room-
mate matching program which has coun-
seled more than 19,000 people regarding
housing options,” Witkin said.

Alternative Living for the Aging has
brought together more than 7,000 people
through its cooperative housing and free
roommate matching program.

“If someone has an extra bedroom and
thinks it would be nice to have someone
else around ... they can call us, and we
can refer them to someone,” Witkin said.
“We work with roommates of all ages, as

long as they want to live with seniors.”

Alternative Living for the Aging also
has Liffman House, a cooperative Santa
Monica apartment community for self-
sufficient seniors, with rents ranging $385
to $565 per month.

“Every January we invite
people who have shown
interest to apply for our
housing. As vacancies
occur during the year, we
match them with applicants
that fit the household size
and income categories.”

—JOAN LING
CCSM Executive Director

The Community Corporation of Santa
Monica, at (310) 394-8487, manages low-
income housing with apartments specifi-
cally set aside for seniors.

According to CCSM Executive
Director Joan Ling, the organization
“develops and manages affordable hous-
ing. We buy land, cobble together the
finances, get it built and operate them.”

CCSM has built 1,200 units to date,
and offers apartments to fit “a variety of
budgets.”

“Every January we invite people who
have shown interest to apply for our hous-
ing,” Ling said. “As vacancies occur dur-
ing the year, we match them with appli-
cants that fit the household size and
income categories.”

Each year the CCSM receives approx-
imately 3,000 applications and places
between 100-150 people.

According to Claritas research firm, by
2008, the number of households with 55
to 74 year olds with annual incomes top-
ping $100,000 will rise 61 percent —
more than 6 million. Financially secure
seniors can use their home equity to diver-
sify their portfolios.

“If you own your home outright, you
can take out something along the lines of a
$100,000 30-year mortgage at 6.25 percent
and use the money to invest in dividend-
paying stocks with solid track records,”
noted Jay Penso of United Pacific
Mortgage. “This investment is tax
deductible — you may write off between
30 to 40 percent of the accrued interest.
After taxes, that should still generate more
income than you pay in mortgage interest.”

(If you have local real estate questions,
e-mail them to Jodi Summers at

Jjodis@boardwalkrealty.com, or call at
(310) 309-4219.)
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City officials prepare for
serious department cuts

BUDGET, from page 1

latest projections on Thursday, which
point to serious belt tightening and creat-
ing new revenue sources through at least
2006.

The city’s budget deficit was estimated
in January to be $9.1 million. In February
that estimate grew to $11.2 million and
now that the United States is engaged in a
full-blown war with Iraq, city officials
revised the deficit to $12 million, mostly
because of revenue losses.

“That’s because of effects of the reces-
sion and 9/11 took longer to recover from
what was projected and the ramp up to the
war,” said city finance director Mike
Dennis. “Now it looks like at least three
years of difficulty.”

By the end of 2006, officials predict
that the city will have had to close
between a $29 and $31 million budget
gap. The fiscal year of 2004-2005 will
bring a $10 million deficit and between a
$7 to $8 million deficit in 2005-2006,
officials predict.

Major revenue sources for the city’s
$383 million budget includes user utility
taxes, sales taxes, property taxes, hotel bed
taxes, business license fees, parking fines,
tickets and fees. About 66 percent of the
city’s expenditures are used for salaries
and wages, including retirement, medical
and worker compensation benefits.

Officials said extraordinary costs
beyond the city’s control and reductions
in revenue have created a financial situa-
tion so severe that every department in
City Hall, with the exception of police
and fire, will have to be cut by at least 5
percent this year and another 5 percent
next year.

Dennis said increases in the city’s

City officials also predict
that the state will take
back about $4.1 million to
help close its $35 billion
deficit, which is not yet
calculated in the local
deficit because the state
has not yet proposed how
it will fill the gap.

retirement system contributions have cre-
ated added expenditures because of heavy
losses by the state’s Public Retirement
System. That’s coupled with increased
health insurance premiums, which were
accelerated by cost pressures in the indus-
try and increased workers compensation
costs due to legislative changes.

Operating costs and debt service for
multi-million dollar projects like the new
municipal pool and public safety building
have added to the budget strain, officials
said. Those costs will increase in the next
few years with more projects like the
Virginia Avenue Park expansion, the new
Main Library and a new park at the airport
being built.

City officials also predict that the state
will take back about $4.1 million to help
close its $35 billion deficit, which is not
yet calculated in the local deficit because
the state has not yet proposed how it will
fill the gap.

“We are dealing with a certain amount
of uncertainty,” McCarthy said.

Suspect wanted on parole
violation, no bail granted

CHASE, from page 1

Santa Monica police officers received
a call at 2:30 a.m. from a man reporting
that Rivera was allegedly attempting to
steal a car parked in the 900 block of 15th
Street. The reporting party told police
Rivera had fled on foot when he confront-
ed him, police said.

While police searched the area for
Rivera, a responding officer heard a car
alarm on Euclid Street. Officers saw a
black Chevy Tahoe traveling southbound
on Euclid Street. Police followed the vehi-
cle to Lincoln and Olympic boulevards,
where they stopped him at gunpoint.

Rivera refused to obey the police offi-
cer’s commands to exit the vehicle, which
prompted an unidentified officer to fire
one shot at the car, Fabrega said. Rivera
allegedly rammed a police vehicle,
attempted to run over officers at the scene
and sped away on Interstate 10.

Santa Monica police chased Rivera at
speeds between 70 and 90 mph before he
ditched the vehicle on the Santa Anita exit
and fled on foot. A Santa Monica police
K-9 unit and Los Angeles Police
Department’s air unit found Rivera hiding
in a parking lot, police said.

He was arrested for assault with a
deadly weapon on a police officer, evad-
ing police and grand theft auto. Rivera
was wanted on a parole violation and was
considered an escape risk, police said. He
was transported to the Los Angeles
County Jail and has no bail.

The injured officer, who was in his
vehicle when Rivera rammed it, was treat-
ed at a local hospital for abrasions on his
arms and legs. He also had glass removed
from his eye. He was treated and released.

It is unclear what prompted the officer
to shoot at the car. The investigation is
ongoing, Fabrega said.

GOOD THING YOUW RECYCLE YOUR PAPER..
CHANCES ARE YOUW'RE READING IT AGAIN.

Sunday Steak
Night is Back!

10 oz. Choice Filets

e Corn on the cob
* Baked Beans

$8-LS

2101 Lincoln Bivd., Santa Monica (310) 450-6776

(2 hlocks south of Pico at Grant)

521 from SM to LAX

(approx. or less
THE TRADITION CONTINUES

ﬁ Serving Santa Monica since 1920
yelow ()

¢ Professional, Courteous Drivers
¢ Clean, Well-Maintained Vehicles
¢ On-Time Reliable Service

¢ Fully Licensed and Insured
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

THE ORIGINAL

ellow,

For Dispatch or Service Call Toll Free:

\ Please complete and present coupon to driver 800-711-8294

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

Rent
'“15 FREE
2 Mon REE Lock

Name:

Address:

\------

OPEN 7 DAYS

Call About
o FREE Truck
Rental Plan

OLYMPIC

X

NIOONIT

YIENLLNSD /

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

(310)829-2525

3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. » www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic
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ycch of St Mark Carniyy 5
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RED, WHITE & BLUE D (
EEEBRATION

Lo Saturday, ©
“/5‘ My 3,2003

10a.m.- 6p.m.

Join Us for Family Fun!

This family oriented event brings together families. friends and
neighbors for aday of fun and excitement. Admission is FREE!

We are happy to announce the availability of booth sponserships

Your participation as a booth sponser will not only give your
company exposure, but also help offset the cost of our carnival.
Our goal isto have 100% of carnival proceeds to go directly to our school.
Individuals and families are encouraged to participate.

Win a Hawaiian Vacation for 2!

Enjoy 8 days on Maui. Hotel, airfare, plus $500 in food and beverage credit.
Raffle tickets are $1. All proceeds benefit St. Mark School.
Additional tickets are available at St. Mark School.

.

J

SANTA MONICA IS A COMMUNITY THAT
TAKES UP THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER.

SURVIVORS ARE THE REASON.
v

RELAY
FOR LIFE

American
Cancer
Society

Opening Ceremonies begin on Saturday, July 26, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.
and the Survivor's Lap begins at 9:30 a.m. in celebration of their vic-
tory, because cancer never sleeps. This lap demonstrates the
importance and reason for Relay For Life celebrations. If you are a
survivor, mark your calendar to participate in this heart warming first
lap. Special T-shirts and a reception hosted by Shutters On The
Beach and Casa Del Mar will be provided to all cancer survivors at
this event.

For further information regarding the survivor’s reception and lap,
contact survivor chairperson Judy La Patka at (310) 579-7100 or
judylapatka@aol.com Tracey Mayer at the American Cancer Society
(310) 348-0356 option 3/ext. 246 or tracey.mayer@cancer.org.

FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE ENCOURAGED
TO JOIN US DURING THIS CELEBRATION!

LOCAL 0 STATE

Sean Penn’s car, two weapons,
stolen from Berkeley street

BY KIM CURTIS

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — It was
lunchtime on a busy Berkeley street when
a thief made off with a 16-year-old Buick
with two guns — a loaded 9 mm Glock
handgun and an unloaded .38-caliber
Smith and Wesson revolver — inside.

The victim? Big screen bad boy Sean
Penn.

The three-time Academy Award nomi-
nee was eating lunch with his assistant at
Venus restaurant about 1 p.m. Tuesday
when someone stole the black 1987 Buick
Grand National, which was parked on the
same block as the restaurant.

“It’s always a concern for us when we
have any knowledge that someone has
loaded guns, particularly if they’re
stolen,” said Berkeley police officer Mary
Kusmiss, who added Penn has a con-
cealed weapons permit to carry the guns.

The car had not been recovered by
early Thursday, she said.

“It’s unusual to have a car stolen in
broad daylight,” Kusmiss said. “He
parked it directly in front of the Citibank
in a metered stall. ... It was a beautiful day
and there was a lot of pedestrian traffic.
It’s just a bustling area there.”

Kusmiss said Penn went inside the
bank to ask if anyone noticed his car
being stolen, but no one reported seeing
anything. Police will get copies of sur-
veillance photos from the automated teller
machine outside, Kusmiss said.

Coincidentally, Kusmiss said, the
Berkeley police officer who took Penn’s
report is no stranger to celebrity. He’s a
martial arts expert who’s appeared in sev-
eral Bruce Lee films.

Penn, 42, lives in Marin County with
his wife, actress Robin Wright Penn, and
their two children. Penn’s publicist said
Thursday she had not yet spoken to her
client about the incident.

Penn is expected to begin shooting a
new film called “The Assassination of
Richard Nixon” in Oakland next month.

New law targets landlords

ELLIS ACT, from page 1

Solomon Harris, a resident who was dis-
placed in 1999 when his building was
Ellised. “It really puts out a green light for
landlords wanting to circumvent rent con-
trol.”

Laws governing Ellis Act procedures
were tightened this year in response to the
concerns of tenants and activists.
Landlords must now wait five years
before renting the units at market rates.
Previously, landlords were required to
wait two years and, when the law was first
introduced, only one year. Property own-
ers must pay former tenants six months’
rent. If the owner violates the two-year
waiting period, tenants are entitled to
“actual damages,” which are determined
by a judge.

“They’ve increased the pain thresh-
old,” said Rosario Perry, a landlord attor-
ney, who said Ellis applications have
dropped off since January, when the most
recent restrictions went into effect.

Perry said the law was specifically
worded to give landlords a way to get rid
of tenants.

“It’s clearly a legitimate goal,” he said,
adding some landlords no longer want to
deal with their tenants. “If they’re that fed
up. If they reach that level of disgust.”

Still, Perry said none of his clients —
including Ross Vaisburd and Daniel
Smith, who were fined $22,000 this week
for violating the Ellis Act — have ever
Ellised a building with the intention of
later bringing it back to market.

“If they did, I"d say, ‘You’re making a
big mistake,”” said Perry, “because (state
Sen.) Sheila Kuehl is making this more
and more difficult each year” by introduc-
ing stricter legislation.

The Ellis Act was originally written to
protect landlords who wanted to leave the
business, Zanger said. The act was written
in response to a Supreme Court decision
overturning an order by the Rent Control
Board that demanded a landlord stay in
business, even though he wished to retire.

When vacancy decontrol later passed,

landlords began to use Ellis as a relative-
ly inexpensive way to get tenants out of
their units and bring the units up to mar-
ket value, Zanger said. Later, restrictions
were passed to curb that trend.

The majority of properties Ellised in

“The law itself is simply
a slap on the wrist for
landlords. It really puts

out a green light for
landlords wanting to
circumvent rent control.”

— SOLOMON HARRIS
Santa Monica resident

Santa Monica have not been brought back
to the market. Officials say some have
been demolished and made into condo-
miniums. Others are used as personal res-
idences and some stand vacant.

Landlords who Ellis their properties
often wait to make improvements after
the first two years when penalties are the
most severe. Though the law requires they
re-rent to former tenants at the same rent-
controlled rates, nearly all of the property
owners opt instead to pay the six months’
rent in fines, said Keith Kresge, an attor-
ney for the rent control board.

“I don’t know of any case where a dis-
placed tenant has actually been given
their unit back,” he said.

But Kresge said the new legislation
will curb abuses by providing a further
disincentive to landlords trying to circum-
vent the system.

“In reality, the owner could go back
into business,” Kresge said. “But he
would suffer.”

DID YOU KNOW?: The first regular TV soap was

DuMont TV's A Woman to Remember, which began its
run in February 1947.
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Budget woes hitting hard at
nation’s colleges, universities

BY NICOLE ZIEGLER DIZON

Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO — Facing their third
straight year of lower state funding, pub-
lic colleges and universities are finding it
nearly impossible to shield students from
the pinch this time around.

Even as they increase tuition, the
schools are cutting courses and programs,
laying off instructors, eliminating sports
and firing student workers.

“I don’t think I’ve ever faced a set of
conditions that were more like a perfect
storm for American higher education than
we’re in today,” said John Peters, presi-
dent of Northern Illinois University and a
veteran public university administrator.

For Aubrey Monks and Joanne Lerman,
signs of trouble at the University of
Illinois” Chicago campus are everywhere.

They strain their eyes in dim lecture
halls where burned-out light bulbs
haven’t been replaced for months and
wait longer and longer for the rare campus
shuttle bus. Both have been warned to
limit the hours they work at university
jobs that help pay their tuition.

“In the psychology department, we
have so many kids and just one adviser,”
said Lerman, a 19-year-old sophomore.
“You have to wait in line to get to talk to
her for two minutes.”

Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich this
week proposed a state budget that includes
at least $112 million in cuts to state uni-
versities — cuts administrators say could
lead to shuttered libraries, larger classes,
mass layoffs and fewer courses.

“There is going to be impact on the
day-to-day activity of the educational
experience,” said James Stukel, president
of the University of Illinois. “It will just
be a university that’s a little bit leaner.”

Administrators at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison say they may
have to eliminate 200 courses, 90
administrative jobs, up to 60 faculty
positions and several research centers to
come up with their share of $250 mil-
lion in proposed cuts.

At the University of Nebraska in
Lincoln, a research division of
Nebraska’s State Museum could be on
the chopping block, which could put the
museum’s zoology and the anthropology
collections in mothballs or in the hands
of another state.

And in California, a proposal to cut
$520 million for community colleges next
year prompted thousands of chanting stu-
dents to protest outside Gov. Gray Davis’
Los Angeles office last week. Nine com-
munity colleges already have cut staff,
faculty and classes that would have
served 30,000 students.

Cheryl Fields, director of public affairs
for the National Association of State
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges,
said public schools have already taken the
standard belt-tightening steps — freezing
hiring, delaying repairs and cutting travel.

But faced with more cuts, she said,
some administrators will have to decide
between targeting the classroom or
increasing tuition to levels that price more
students out of their schools.

“At the Big Ten universities, what
they’ve said is one of the reasons they
put significant tuition increases in place
past year is because they don’t want to

sacrifice quality or course offerings,”
Fields said.

At the University of Massachusetts’
flagship campus in Amherst, administra-
tors have cut seven varsity sports teams,
increased student fees, laid off workers
and refused to fund negotiated pay raises
for union workers.

“There is going to be
impact on the day-to-day
activity of the educational
experience. It will just be
a university that'’s a little

bit leaner”

— JAMES STUKEL
President of the University of lllinois.

“We sort of feel rather like the final
victims of the dot-com era,” said Randall
Phillis, a biology professor and a vice
president of the Massachusetts Society of
Professors, a faculty union.

UMass faculty members negotiated
their contract when the economy was
good, but saw their raises disappear when
it went sour, Phillis said. Meanwhile, 12
percent of the faculty took an early retire-
ment package in a single year, leaving the
remaining professors with larger classes
and students with fewer course offerings.

Al Fatale III, a student trustee at
Montclair State University in New Jersey,
joined hundreds of other students at the
state Capitol last month to protest Gov.
James E. McGreevey’s proposal to slash
college operating budgets by $101 million.

School administrators say the proposed
cuts would probably lead to double-digit
tuition increases, fewer programs and lay-
offs. Fatale said students are also worried
about losing non-academic services, such
as the university health center or theater.

“I’ve been surprised by the outcry from
students, who I will admit are usually apa-
thetic,” Fatale said.

Back at the University of Illinois cam-
pus in Chicago, students worry they will
either have to pay more for summer
school or not be able to get the classes
they need.

School administrators say the proposed
state budget cuts would force them to cut
450 course sections with a projected
enrollment of 10,000 students. Another
400 course sections would see enroll-
ments balloon by more than a quarter.

Antoine Khoury, a 19-year-old fresh-
man, said he’s already learned that he
won’t get the grants he expected to help
fund summer school. Khoury, who works
as a valet, said he needs summer credits to
stay on track toward graduation.

“I’ve been trying to save up for sum-
mer school,” said Khoury, who is looking
for a second job. “Everything’s being cut
off — first jobs, and now at school. It’s
more expensive, and it’s already hard
enough to get a job.”
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CHECK OUT THESE REVIEWS--
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JOE KING, 2801 DCEAN PARE BLvD., #3300, SANTA Monich, CA 90405

Internet Connections

LABridge
Internet

Starting at
$59.45/mo!

always on,
always _fast

“Since LA Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet|in
a whole new way.”

—BIill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account.includes:
= 2417 Internet connection

= 7 days/week tech support

- 6MB personal webspace

= 2 IP adresses

- free local dial-up acct

= over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

786k to7-1M Now Available

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416
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INTERNATIONAL

IMF, World Bank prepared to help rebuild Iraq

BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — The leaders of the
International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank pledged on Thursday to con-
tribute to the rebuilding of Iraq after send-
ing fact-finding missions to the country to
assess the greatest needs.

World Bank  President James
Wolfensohn said that any major commit-
ment of new loans on the part of his insti-
tution would be dependent on recognition
by the United Nations of a new govern-
ment in Iraq.

IMF Managing Director Horst Koehler
did not address the U.N. question but did
say he would submit the issue to the
IMF’s 24-member board of directors,
which includes the United States, Japan

and wealthy European countries.

European nations have been arguing
that any reconstruction program should be
done with U.N. authorization while the
Bush administration wants the United
States and its coalition partners to play the
lead role in running the country initially.

Wolfensohn said the World Bank can
only deal with legitimate governments
recognized by the United Nations. He said
to lend to any other authority would com-
plicate repayment questions.

“We are limited to dealing with recog-
nized governments and that is a decision
for the United Nations to take,”
Wolfensohn said. “From a practical point
of view it is important. We have to lend to
somebody who is willing to repay.”

Both Wolfensohn and Koehler said that
their institutions could dispatch assess-

On patrol
i ’

ing control of the city.

Local children watch a British Royal Marine on patrol Thursday in Basra,
southern Iraq. Basra has seen several days of civil disorder that followed
two weeks of fierce fighting, which ended with British coalition forces tak-

Simon Walker/Associated Press

ment teams to the country to determine
what the greatest needs are as soon as it
was safe to do so and before there is any
formal U.N. vote.

Koehler said these fact-finding mis-
sions would be critical because there was
so much information that was not known
about the state of Iraq’s economy, given
the secrecy in which Saddam Hussein’s
government operated.

Koehler said the last IMF economic
mission to Iraq occurred in 1983 and the
last time the institution had enough infor-
mation to complete a full review of Iraq’s
economy was even earlier — in 1980.

Wolfensohn deflected questions about
how much money the World Bank, the
world’s largest provider of loans to devel-
oping countries, would be willing to extend
to Iraq. He said the first step would be for
Iraq to clear up $82 million in past-due
payments on old World Bank loans before
any new loans could be made. However, he
said Iraq’s oil revenues and other resources
could easily cover this amount.

Wolfensohn said reopening the coun-
try’s schools and establishing basic serv-
ices would be top priorities based on loans
the World Bank has made to other post-
conflict countries.

“In Afghanistan, the first step was to
try to get the kids back in school,”
Wolfensohn said. “There are many things
you can do, from our past experience, to
make a country more peaceful, more man-
ageable.”

Wolfensohn and Koehler met with
reporters to preview the upcoming spring
meetings of the two institutions.

The Bush administration is hoping to
use the finance meetings, which begin
with talks Friday among the world’s seven
richest countries, to generate commit-
ments for the money that will be needed to
rebuild Iraq. The administration also
wants to explain efforts to preserve as
much as possible of its proposed $726 bil-
lion in tax cuts designed to jump-start the
U.S. economy.

However, the IMF on Wednesday chal-
lenged the appropriateness of pushing for
new tax cuts when the U.S. federal budg-
et deficit is soaring sharply.

The IMF’s skepticism is shared by
many of America’s rich allies in the
Group of Seven — which is composed of
the United States, Japan, Germany,
France, Britain, Italy and Canada.
Treasury Secretary John Snow and
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan will lead discussions among
their counterparts from this group starting
with a dinner on Friday night.

Like several recent IMF-World Bank
meetings, this week’s are expected to
attract demonstrators calling for changes
in world economic policies, including
debt relief for poor countries. The demon-
strations are expected to be smaller than
in the past.

The IMF, issuing its latest “World
Economic Outlook” on Wednesday,
trimmed its expectations for global
growth to 3.2 percent for this year, from a
3.7 percent forecast in September. Much
of the markdown was due to a temporary
jump in world oil prices over worries
about supply disruptions.

The IMF warned that even the reduced
forecast might not be realized because of
the failure of economic policy-makers to
address such problems as rising budget
and trade deficits in the United States,
massive bad loans overhanging Japanese
banks and rigid labor markets in Europe
that drive up employment costs.

IMF chief economist Kenneth Rogoff
said the new IMF forecast had assumed
the war would be over quickly, but he said
other factors holding back growth would
result in only a “tepid global recovery”
this year, followed by more normal
growth of 4.1 percent in 2004.

Rogoff said the optimism for 2004
could be misplaced because of several
other risks, including lingering effects
from the bursting of the stock market bub-
ble to the threat that a new bubble is
developing in U.S. housing prices and
fears about a deadly new Asian virus.

“In our view, it is not just the war — a
number of other risks weigh on the out-
look,” Rogoff said.

After regime fall, widespread looting ensues in Iraq

WAR, from page 1

seven-hour battle in the Iraqi capital. Four
more were wounded in a suicide bombing.
“Baghdad’s still an ugly place,” said Maj.
Gen. Gene Renuart.

Widespread looting persisted 24 hours
after the city celebrated the regime’s fall.

Striking anew at the regime leadership,
coalition warplanes dropped six satellite-
guided bombs on a building where
Saddam’s half brother, Barzan Ibrahim
Hasan al-Tikriti, a close adviser, was
believed to be.

Al-Tikriti once headed the Iraqi intelli-
gence service, and the building in Ar
Ramadi, 60 miles west of Baghdad, had
served as an intelligence service opera-
tions site, said Marine Maj. Brad Bartelt, a
spokesman for the U.S. Central Command
in the Persian Gulf. It was not known
immediately whether al-Tikriti was hit.

Increasingly, the U.S. military focus
was away from the capital. Kurdish troops
set off celebrations in Kirkuk when they
moved in, and there were hopes that Iraqis
would surrender in Mosul, another north-
ern city, on Friday.

Nearly 100 miles to the north of

Baghdad, U.S. commanders said Tikrit
was the likely site of a last stand by Iraqi
forces — if there is to be one. Iraqi
defenders were believed to have moved
there from other parts of the country. U.S.
commandos were in the region, and war-
planes were attacking.

U.S.-led fighters and bombers also hit
Iraqi positions near the border with Syria,
where special forces were trying to pre-
vent regime loyalists from slipping out of
Iraq and to keep foreign fighters from
entering.

There were signs of difficulties ahead
in efforts at building a new society.

Two Islamic clerics were hacked to
death by a mob in Najaf at one of Shiite
Islam’s holiest shrines, witnesses said.

One of the clerics killed, Haider al-
Kadar, was a widely hated loyalist of
Saddam, part of the Iraqi leader’s Ministry
of Religion. The other was Abdul Majid
al-Khoei, a high-ranking Shiite cleric and
son of one of the religion’s most promi-
nent spiritual leaders, who was persecuted
by Saddam. They were killed at a meeting
meant to serve as a model for reconcilia-
tion in post-Saddam Iraq. The U.S. mili-

tary had flown in journalists aboard two
helicopters to witness it, although they
arrived after the violence.

An American plane beamed taped
addresses by President Bush and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair to the Iraqi
people. “Your nation will soon be free,”
Bush said.

There was looting in Baghdad and else-
where, in the wake of the disappearance
of civilian authority. One senior Pentagon
official said military commanders have
asked religious leaders in the capital to
help calm the populace and reduce the
looting. One Marine commander said he
would institute a dusk-to-dawn curfew.

Some Iraqis did what they could to pre-
vent looting.

At al-Kindi hospital, medical students
were sent into neighborhoods to retrieve
medicine that had been taken on
Wednesday. They returned with double-
decker buses loaded with boxes of badly
needed supplies.

In Washington, one administration offi-
cial told Congress the Pentagon envisions
parallel ministries run by Americans and
Iraqis after the war until an interim gov-

ernment can be established. Paul
Wolfowitz, deputy secretary of defense,
offered no timetable for creation of the
interim government or how long U.S.
troops would remain in Iraq.

After three weeks of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Air Force Secretary James
Roche told CNN: “We effectively have
won the conflict. The regime is gone.”

In northern Iraq, Lt. Col. Robert
Waltemeyer, commander of a special
forces unit, said troops would enter the city
of Mosul “in a matter of hours or days.”

Gen. Babakir Zebari, a Kurdish com-
mander, said remnants of Saddam’s Baath
party and Iraqi military commanders in
Mosul had offered to surrender on condi-
tion that the U.S.-led bombing stopped
and they received amnesty.

Defense  Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said at least some of the Iraqi
forces inside the city had stacked their
weapons in accordance with U.S. surren-
der demands. Waltemeyer said the U.S.
military would meet with representatives
from Mosul on Friday morning in an
attempt to negotiate a surrender, although
he said, “I’m not here to make deals.”
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The Masters meets its match

BY DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Augusta National finally met its
match — Mother Nature, not Martha Burk. Four days of
heavy rain turned golf’s hallowed grounds into a muddy
mess and forced the first round of the Masters to be post-
poned for the first time since 1939.

Tiger Woods, chasing history as he goes after his third
straight title, didn’t even make it to the golf course. Those
who did never got much farther than the clubhouse.

“We believe this golf course is unplayable,” said Will
Nicholson, chairman of the competition committees. “This
golf course will just not take any more water.”

The 93 players will return Friday for 36 holes —
weather permitting — as the Masters continues on a
strange path through uncharted waters.

Augusta National endured nine months of criticism lev-
eled by Burk and the National Council of Women’s
Organizations against the club’s all-male membership. She
still plans to protest Saturday — the first day sunshine is in
the forecast.

The club closed its gates Monday for the first time in
20 years because of rain and lightning, and even part of
the fabled Par 3 Tournament was rained out Wednesday.

Now this.

“I’d like to see something good happen here because
of all the negative press,” David Toms said. “But we
don’t play in a dome. They’ll get the tournament in, and
they’ll have a great champion.”

That begs two questions — when and who?

The forecast is for more showers in the morning, and
officials are skeptical about being able to finish two

@

-~

-

Mother Nature

It was the fifth consecutive major championship inter-
rupted at some point by rain, dating to last year’s Masters
when Augusta National smelled like a dairy barn with all
the muck.

“I told friends last year, "I’ve never seen it like this.
You’ll never see it like this again.” I was wrong,” Lee
Janzen said. “It’s worse this year.”

Only this time, the course was not suited for play.

An hour before the Masters was supposed to start,
officials moved a hole about 10 feet to higher ground.
They used hand mowers to trim the landing areas in the
fairway, but none of it mattered. On the third and seventh
fairways, there was simply nowhere to take relief from
casual water.

Players are allowed to lift, clean and place their balls
in the fairway at regular PGA Tour events to cope with
the mud. That doesn’t happen at the majors, and
Nicholson made it clear that the ball is played as it lies at
the Masters.

“We believe that’s the traditional way to play the game,
and that’s the way we intend to play the game,” he said.

No one was surprised.

“There would be a woman member here before that
happens,” Chris DiMarco said.

Few players were disappointed they had to wait until
Friday to start the Masters, having spent the last couple
of days slugging 3-irons into par 4s and slogging through
fairways.

Verplank broke the news to about a dozen of them in
the dining room, and no one believed him. Only when
PGA Tour rules official Mark Russell made it official did
the giddiness begin.

“Write in your paper that Thomas Levet is tied for the

David Martin/Associated Press
David Toms watches his shot on the practice area
after the first round play of the 2003 Masters was
postponed at the Augusta National Golf Club in
Augusta, Ga. on Thursday.

rounds by darkness Friday.

When they do get around to the golf, the soggy turf
should play right into the hands of Woods, the two-time
defending champion, and others who hit the ball high and
far. That’s what it might take to navigate a 7,290-yard

lead on the first day of the Masters,” the gregarious
Frenchman said as he changed out of his shoes.

Some players either practiced for a few hours or made
plans to go to the movies.

“I’ve got a nice house with a lot of friends,” Roberts

course that will seem even longer.

Stamina also figures to play a big role.

“If you’re not under 32 and can hit 280, you’ve got no
chance,” said Loren Roberts, who is 47 and averages 254
off the tee. “I don’t know. I’'ve been wrong before.”

Most everyone thought postponing the first round was
the right move.

“Evidently, they felt it was unplayable,” Woods said.

Starting times already were pushed back 30 minutes,
and officials rescheduled to 11 a.m. because of more
overnight showers that brought the rainfall to 4 inches
since Sunday.

Unlike Monday, the club opened the gates to 30,000
fans who had nothing to do but visit the gift shop, spend

$1.25 on pimiento cheese sandwiches and walk gingerly
through the ugly mixture of brown slop that oozed up and
covered trampled grass along the fairways.

They stood four-deep around the practice range, peer-
ing over each other’s head, even though nobody was hit-
ting balls. A few dozen fans sat in their folding chairs at
Amen Corner, waiting for players that never came by.

“They’re probably desperate to see a shot,” Scott
Verplank said.

The Masters is the annual rite of spring in golf, where
dogwoods and azaleas blaze under warm, sunny skies.
This felt more like winter, with dreary, low-hanging
clouds and temperatures in the upper 40s. Snow was pos-
sible two hours away in Greenville, S.C.

said. “I’ve got to get back to a poker game that’s been
going on the last three days.”

Even though the day was lost, fans still milled about
Augusta National. All they could do was use their imag-
ination as they gazed at greens without flagsticks and a
course without players.

David Ziff came from Atlanta for his first Masters
experience with a friend who arranged for the tickets.
Driving down Washington Road, they heard on the radio
that the first round had been called off.

“We had a look of shock,” Ziff said, holding three
bags of Masters merchandise. “I’'m going to walk the
course, look around and go back to Atlanta. At least I can
say I’ve been here.”

Bat breaking swing

first inning against the Minnesota Twins on T
Yankee Stadium in New York. The Yankees won 2-0

Ed Betz/Associated Press
New York Yankees’ Alfonso Soriano breaks his bat during the

By The Associated Press

De La Hoya-Mosley rematch
coming to MGM Grand in Vegas

“People always want to see Oscar, and when

to Las Vegas.

file fight.

four-year history.

e

hursday at

from our customers.

LAS VEGAS — The rematch between
Oscar De La Hoya and Shane Mosley is coming

De La Hoya, the super welterweight champi-
on, will fight Mosley on Sept. 13 at the MGM
Grand Garden, Top Rank president Bob Arum
said. Mosley won the first meeting on June 17,
2000, at the Staples Center in Los Angeles.

Until recently, it appeared the Staples Center
would host the rematch, but MGM Mirage out-
bid the competition and snagged the high-pro-

Casinos covet De La Hoya fights because the
popular boxer attracts many customers who
spend a lot of money. When De La Hoya
stopped Fernando Vargas on Sept. 14, 2002, at
Mandalay Bay, the casino had the best take in its

“There are only two fighters out there who
really can draw people and they’re Mike Tyson
and Oscar De La Hoya,” said Richard Sturm,
the president of MGM Mirage Entertainment
and Sports. “We feel this is going to be a sensa-
tional event and is going to have a lot of interest

you couple it with the fact that he’s fighting a
guy like Shane Mosley, who had beaten him
before, we have a great story to tell.”

“People always want to
see Oscar ..."

— RICHARD STURM
MGM Mirage Entertainment and Sports

Despite the matchup, the first Mosley-De La
Hoya fight was a pay-per-view dud by De La
Hoya standards. It sold only 580,000 pay-per-
view subscriptions despite Arum’s prediction
that sales could reach 900,000.

But De La Hoya was only nine months
removed from a loss to Felix Trinidad Jr., in
which De La Hoya blew the fight by running the
final three rounds. Interest in De La Hoya was at
its low point in 2000, but is peaking after his big
victory over Vargas, Arum said.

The gate will be scaled from $9 million to $10
million, Arum said. Tickets, which will cost from
$100 to $1,200, won’t go on sale until after De La
Hoya’s May 3 tune up against Yory Boy Campas.
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.
Now that I’'m right here in your
area, there's no one better than a
State Farm agent to serve your
insurance needs. Call me today.

- | Troy Wilson Lic# op7ses?
2451 SantaMonicaBlvd.
SantaMonica, CA
310.315.1955

Toll Free: (800) 349-0015

Available in continental U.S. only
troy.wilson.nglu@statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies « Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

\\7 e e . , i //“

STATE FA.RM
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Statefarm.cont®

THERE'SA NEW NEIGHBOR IN\‘

Eat Love™

ﬁe BRAVO
PIZZERIA

“The best pizza there is”
Rustic Italian Cuisine * Focused on Organics
Come Dine Al Fresco Under the Moon
and Stars on Our Spacious Patio!

LUNCH * DINNER * PATIO PARTIES
*Corporate Catering*

FREE DELIVERY
2400 Main Street, Santa Monica

700
Oys,
i ifpﬂr

310.392.7466

We love our customers and we cook with love

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC

LA STONE ¢ SWEDISH « THAI MASSAGE
DEEP CIRCULATORY BODYe REFLEXOLOGY

| - T ——

Laura Cavanaugh
310-210-1265
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CLASSIFIEDS

Santa Wonica Dailp ress

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Employment

SEEKING MEDICAL Doctor for

WANTED - Person to mount
mini Indian Navajo rugs on
apartment walls. (310)260-7971

Employment

$500-$1500 IMMEDIATE cash
guaranteed for an hours work &
have lots of fun. Beautiful open-
minded females only. Explore
your wild side. Internet video
modeling for brad new internet
website. Extremely safe & dis-
creet. Very exciting. Call now!
Work immediately. Brand
(310)877-5726.

ADVERTISING SALES. Money
Mailer. Outside sales experi-
ence a must. Great commission
& medical provided. (310)337-
1500

CUSTOMER SERVICE Ac-
count Rep. MS Office Applica-
tions, Telecom Experience a
plus. Independent & organized.
30-40 hrs., in Santa Monica.
Fax resume to: (310)998-5690

ENTERTAINERS WANTED!

If you can captivate an audi-
ence, sell yourself and enjoy
working with people, | want to
talk to you! Tele-center sales
positions are available on our
AM and PM shifts selling phone
services in a motivating and re-
warding environment.

*Great commissions

*Paid Professional training pro-
gram

*Advancement opportunities
*Medical Benefits & parking

Office located near rail and bus
stops. Please ask for Anthony
at (213)637-1300 x6069 to
schedule an interview.

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY:
TOP  CLOSERS/TOP  PAY.
Commissions only, pre-qualified
leads. 6-hour days. Santa Moni-
ca training. Resumes (310)828-
3643.

LOOKING FOR NEW TALENT.
We currently need new people
for small speaking roles. (1-5
lines) for feature fims & sit-
coms. Call now! (310)498-4665

[OFFICE ASSISTANT/ Account]
[Manager wanted. Excellent da]
lta entry, communication skills,
[Footwear Experience Recom]

mended. Fax  resume]
(310)396-9738
OWN A Computer? Put it to

work! P/T, F/T $500-$8,000.
Free EBook (310)485-7546
www.RichWayToWealth.com

SALES TV: Sales experience
required. “High definition, Plas-
ma, LCD, Etc.” Will cross train
to sell major appliances as well.
Attitude is everything. Starting
pay $150-$225/day. Carlson’s
Appliance & TV. 1342 5th St.,

SM  (310)393-0131. Contact
Mike Nichols
TELEMARKETERS  CULVER

City: $10 an hour +commission.
Flexible hours. Part-time. Call
Bob (310)337-1500.

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

intermittent work in Santa Moni-
ca, to fill in 3 or more months a
year. Pediatrics, diving or hy-
perbaric a plus. Call Dr. Cassi-
dy at (310)260-0033

[ Forsae |

FOR SALE: Surfboard 90"
Becker Longboard. Excellent
condition w/ leash and board
bag. $325.00 Jesse (310)266-
0408.

NAME BRAND computer sys-
tems. Compete w/15 inch moni-
tor, keyboard, mouse & soft-
ware. $250/firm Call while sup-
plies last! (310)980-6982

Furniture

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrafice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
LoveseatBrand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must selll Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Ma-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Matress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrafice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Matress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

[ sewely |

CASH FOR COSTUME
JEWELRY AND
OLD STUFF.

(40 YEARS OR OLDER)
(310) 393-1111

[ Vned |

CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.
Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

[ Forkent

MONTANA: DISCOVERY  Ski
Mt./Georgetown Lake. Large 4
Bedroom house. Great views.
Ski, snowmobile, ice fish, snow
shoe. $1200 a week (310)899-
3777.

SM SUMMER rental $1700/mo.
Condo 2bdrm/2.5ba. Fully fur-
nished. W/D, secured parking.
Available 06/01-08/30
(310)285-6778.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.

$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920's duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,

2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhunterzcom
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,

2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

Www.apartmemhunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00 Charm-
ing upper unit, hardwood floors,
laundry on premises. Unit has
formal kitchen, carpets, large
closets, fridge, stove. Will con-
sider pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD 1BDRM/1BA.
Corner unit, W/D. Parking
$995/mo. (310)899-6088

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous  2bdrm/2ba. A/C,
Alarm, D/W, fireplace., hard-
wood, high ceilings, microwave,
fridge, stove, controlled access,
walk in closets, pet ok, Roman
tub.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA  $1261.00
2+1, pet ok, hrdwd flrs, laundry,
10 unit bldg, prkng incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

GLENDALE $825.00 Remod-
eled 2bdrm/2ba near the Glen-
dale Galleria. Complete renova-
tion, air conditioning, carpets,
stove, swimming pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1025.00 to $1050.00 Con-
temporary lbdrm/lba. Pet ok,
living room, new carpet & paint.
Jacuzzi, gated underground
parking Upper & lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1275.00 - $1350.00. Contem-
porary 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, living
room, new carpet & paint, ja-
cuzzi, gated underground park-
ing. Upper and lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

LOS FELIZ $1075.00 2+2,
Courtyard sundeck, backyard
w/lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional building, A/C, carpets,
D/W, fridge, stove, sauna, no
eviction, bad credit OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MAR VISTA $595 Bachelor
w/new paint and carpet. Excel-
lent location, close to freeway. 1
year lease, no pets, no smok-
ing. (310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

MARINA DEL Rey Peninsula
$2,150 2bdrm/2ba w/iremodeled
kitchen, bonus room, large pri-
vate patio, new carpet, new
paint and private 2 car garage.
1 year lease, no pets, no smok-
ing. (310)396-4443 ext.102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $1375 2+2,
gated building with gated, sub-
terranean parking, AC, newer
building w/ courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood, laundry room,
parking, 1 year lease, no pets,
no smoking. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR BEAUTIFUL Studio $1350
MCC. Club membership includ-
ed. Gated, new carpets,
stove/refrig., ceramic tile.
(310)827-3734

MDR PENINSULA $2150
2bdrm/2ba wi/parking. Great lo-
cation. 1 building from beach.
Private rooftop patio w/ocean
view. 1 year lease. Will consider
small pet w/extra deposit.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR  PENINSULA:  $2000
2bdrm/2ba, no pets, freshly
painted, new carpets, D/W,

stove, refrigerator, 2 fireplaces,
walk-in closets, 2 car parking.

SHL Management (310)870-
1757.
MID-WILSHIRE $675.00

Charming, 1bdrm/1ba. Laundry
facilites on premises. Gas
range, hardwood, garbage dis-
posal, stove, cable television.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

Www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2bdrm/lba, new carpet, new
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large
closets, pool, no pets, walk to
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2bdrm/lba, new carpet, new
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large
closets, pool, no pets, walk to
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA  $1450/mo.
2bdrm/1ba. Near water garden.
Contact Cy: (310)302-1961

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PACIFIC PALISADES $1600.00
2bdrm/lba, upper unit. New
carpet, stove, refrig., open
beam ceiling, laundry/rm Ste-
phanie (310)454-9045

PACIFIC PALISADES $1600.00
2bdrm/1ba, hardwood floors,
Townhouse style, laundry room,
stove, refrigerator.  (310)454-
9045

PALMS  $925.00 2bdrm/2ba
Upper unit, beautiful tree lined
street, quiet building, mint con-
dition, light, carpet, covered
parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $700.00 Tranquil
1bdrm/lba, new carpet and
kitchen flooring, laundry facili-
ties on premises, air condition-
ing, balcony, carpets, refrig.,
stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

W. HOLLYWOOD  $1450.00
Townhouse 2bdrm/1.5ba. Front
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots
of kitchen cabinets. Off street
parking, laundry facilities on
premises, dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and
bath separate kitchen, laundry,
facility, refrigerator, stove, street
parking pets OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00 Con-
temporary lower 1bdrm/lba cat
ok, D/W, gorgeous building,
gated parking, patio, A/C, tiled
kitchen, new linoleum bath.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663
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ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

MENTION AD FOR 2
WEEKS FREE RENT
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1214 California $995

Lower single, electric paid,
balcony, stove and fridge

1231 12th st. $1095
Upper 1 bed, new carpet,
parking, stove and laundry room

402 Montana $1595
Upper 2 bed, 1 bath, new carpet
& blinds, parking, near beach

933 3rd St. $1650
Rear upper 2 bed, 1.5 baths
hardwood floors, 1 garage space

230 Pacific 31695
Lower 2 bed, 1.5 bath, balcony
dishwasher, fireplace, nr Main St.

2308 32nd St. $1950
3 bed, 2.5 bath, new carpet
new bath linoleum, new stove

845 20th St. $2200
Upper 2 bed + den, 2 baths, New
carpet & blinds, 2 balconies

WLA/BRENTWOOD

10908 S.M. Blvd., WLA $850
Upper & Lower singles available,
large closets, near UCLA

1306 Armacost, WLA $1550
Front upper 2 bed, 2 bath, stove,
fridge, balcony, fireplace

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO

WWW ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA MONICA $1295.00/mo.
Remodeled Apt. 2bdrm/1ba 800
sq ft Near SMC & local hospital
(310)229-5274

VENICE BEACH $1150 Charm-
ing 1lbdrm wi/large balcony.
Great location, 1 block to
beach, paid parking available.
Fresh paint. 1 year lease, no
pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $750.00 Stu-
dio, pet ok, r/s, fireplace, laun-
dry, balcony, utilities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $900
1bdrm/1ba, appliances, no pets,
2535 Kansas Ave. #211, Santa
Monica, CA. Manager in #101.

SANTA MONICA $900.00 1+1,
r/s, crpt, Irg clsts, laundry, prkng
incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $950.00 1+1,
pet ok, /s, hrdwd flrs, laundry,
near beach, prkng incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA, N. of Wil-
shire. Refurbished building for
rent. 1,2,&3 bdrms from
$1500.00-$3800.00. OBO. By
appointment only. 1214 Idaho
(310)869-0468. Open House
Sunday 1pm-4pm.

Howard Management Group

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2150.00
2 story, wood floors, newly re-
modeled, french doors, prkng,
no pets. (310)261-8989

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
lbdrm/lba New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1bdrm/lba, super quiet bldg,
BBQ, vertical blinds, new carpet
very clean, parking laundry, gat-
ed entrance, stove, swimming
pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

Announcements Announcements

( Now

For more details
call Angela at
the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 g
Ext. 101

\_

ering

amoﬁgx%LmenB!

~

VENICE  $1125  Spacious
1bdrm/lba wi/large courtyard. 4
blocks to beach. Swimming
pool, gated parking, new paint,
new carpet, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $900 1bdrm/lba Bun-
galow w/porch. Newly renovat-
ed w/lots of charm. 1 year
lease, no pets, no smoking.
(310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1995
1bdrm/lba+ loft and private 2
car garage. Stunning ocean
view, 1 property from the
beach. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,400 Resi-
dential loft, completely renovat-
ed. 1bdrm/2ba, oak wood
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. Ask about
lease incentives.1 year lease,
no pets, no smoking. (310)466-
7896.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $925.00 Sin-
gle in historic brick building on
the beach. Recently remodeled
w/new kitchen and bathroom,
exposed brick walls, new carpet
and paint. 1 year lease, no pets,
no smoking.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Single $795
Great location, 1/2 block to
beach, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext.102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Single $850
Great location, very sunny, 1
block from beach, 1 year lease,
no pets.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Studio $825
Tudor style building on walk
street. Great 1/2 block to beach.
1 year lease, no pets. (310)401-
027.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

$750.00 Character,
gas stove, fridge, carport, laun-
dry, secure entry, new carpet
new linoleum floors. Close to
the Grove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $795.00  Spanish
1bdrm/1ba, high ceilings, stove,
fridge, crown moldings, w/c, cat,
carpet.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New
York style brick building hard-
wood floors, pet ok, stove, ceil-
ing fan, crown molding. Close to
shops and restaurants. Parking
available.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts/Condos

FURNISHED 1BD/1BA w/l
parking spot in back. 6 blocks
to beach, close to shopping.
Quiet 4-unit building, all ex-
penses paid for. Available May
I1st on short term basis.
$1900/mo  (weekly available)
Nathan (310)466-5569.

SANTA MONICA  $780.00
Guest House, r/s, pool, yard,
bright, quiet, utilities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $890.00 Cot-
tage, pet ok, hrdwd flrs, prkng
incld, utilities incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

Roommates

ROOMMATE WANTED Share
2bdrm/2ba apt. Nice area. Fe-
male preferred. On site laundry,
pool, jacuzzi, gym. $850/mo
plus 1/2 utilities. MDR
(310)305-3596.

SANTA MONICA $470.00 Apt.,
prvt rm, pet ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs,
near SMC, prkng incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $507.00 Apt.,
pvt rm, pet ok, /s, dishwasher,
pool, prkng incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

Commercial Lease

LARGE CORNER OFFICE
w/great views in executive suite
at 6th & Broadway, SM. Tele-
phone, reception, conference
room and kitchen provided.
$1,100. Call (310)576-1090.

MDR 2 Suites, Admiralty Way.
Park or marina view. Private
bath, ample parking. Janitorial,
utilities included. (310)823-2323

N‘Al Carrral COMMERCIAL

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $950.00 1+1,
furn, r/s, gated, laundry, reno-
vated, gated, flexible lease.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

Houses For Ren

SANTA MONICA $950.00 Tri-
plex, pet ok, r/s, crpt, blinds,
BBQ, remodeled, prvt patio.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

Specializing
in Leasing
& Selling
Office &

Industrial

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Buildings

310-440-8500 x.104

VENICE $1200 Great location,
creative office space in between
Main St. and Abbot Kinney.
Perfect for small photography
studio or graphic design firm.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

WESTWOOD S.M. Blvd/405 vi-
cinity; approx. 170 sq ft, private
24 hr ground floor access, park-
ing and utilities included.
$500/month. Call Bob (310)428-
7376.

VENICE BEACH $850 per
month. Great office space locat-
ed 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue.
Included are all utilities, T1 line,
cleaning. 1 room with common
area bathroom, concrete floors,
exposed beamed ceilings. 1
year lease. (310)466-9778 ext.
102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

WESTWOOD S.M. Blvd/405 vi-
cinity; 400, 650, & 1200 sq/ft,
24 hr access, utilities included,
parking available. Call Danny:
310-471-5007

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Non-sexual.
Introductory ~ specials  from
$45.00/1hr. In/out. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

ERIC: CERTIFIED Massage
Therapist. (310)877-3412

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

ITALIAN MALE
Therapeutic/Sensual CMT
90/min, wi/table, late night,

infout. (213)303-8773

Announcements

"I SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell
it...thanks!" Nina Stewart, San-
ta Monica.

THE FIRST day | put my laptop
for sale in your paper, | got sev-
eral offers and sold it that day!
Thank you Daily Press! Jamie
Schuler, Santa Monica.

Yard Sales

10AM-6PM SATURDAY & Sun-
day 04/12/03. For sale. Vintage
items & new golf clubs. Fishing
equipment, freezer, rocking
chair, dishes, pans. 443 Euclid
St., Santa Monica.

VENICE HIGH School flea mar-
ket. 13000 Venice Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA. Antiques, toys,
crafts, collectibles, jewelry,
clothes. April 12, second Satur-
day each month. 9am-4pm.
Free admission & free parking.

Vendor information call
(310)390-5851.

YARD SALE Sunday only,
04/13, 9am-2pm. No early
birds. 2211 Navy St, SM.

Something for everyone!

ealth/Beauty

WANTED 29 People. We'll pay
you to lose weight. All Natural
Dr. recommended 888-224-
9077
www.W8LossSolution.com

Call Mitch at the Saﬁfé 'Morlica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

WEARETHEI_605 A

GIG IN TOWN!

-

The Dail

Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we' |l guarantee that you'll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.
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Services Services Services Services

A/C CO RUCTI

Beverly Hills/Beverlywood
General Contractor
Residential Remodel &
Home Improvement
Honest « Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES

— Sabbath Observed—
| e [ [ | e [ = | e [ e |

e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

GOLD COAST
%RBLE

0 Marble Polishing
0 Floor Restorution
0Grout Cleuning

818-348-3266
pgr. 818-801-9503

Serving Westside 15 years

WHY PAY MORE?

Income Tax Service/Full Accounting

accounting,

finance and tax

experience.

* Secializngin
preforming arts

* Free Consultation

Ilana Roman
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

310.230.8826

I.Roman Income Tax

ELECTRICIAN

Reliable Electrician, Fair Prices
& Great Results. Troubleshoot-
ing Expert Lic & bonted.
Lic#675257 (310)713-8683

FREE TAXI services anytime.
(310)395-5742 or (310)717-
4866.

Theresa R. Gutierrez

Income Tax Preparation
Certified and Bonded

Personal and Sole Prorietorships
Phone: (310) 871-4888

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

PLUMBING SPECIAL. Replace
faucet. $40+tax. Replace toilet
$120+tax. (310)274-4091,
(310)770-6192. Ben

IRS-PROOF TAX Returns!!
Returns prepared by experi-
enced tax attorney.

Cleanin

., Garpet Magician
Spring Cleaning Special

50% OFF
vl 1 BDRM °50 - 2 BORM 75
(310) 301-9572 (310) 850-1677

CLEANING SERVICE/HANDY-
MAN Electrical, painting. Offi-
ces, homes, vacancies. Hon-
est, reliable. References. Call

Jake@largerlaw.com or call Milo (310)995-7853

Jake Larger (310)471-8773

Computer Services [l Computer Services ll Computer services|
Voted “Best Mac Repair” in Los Angeles Magazine

Got Mac’s...?

...then you need
C. David Joyce & Associates

818.353.2273

Providing Consulting and
Repair Services since 1986
for the Professional and
Home-Based user.

OQur services include:

v 08 X Installation

» Internet Configurations

v Software Trouble-Shooting

» New Purchase Consultations

s System Querbaul & Upgrades

v Hardware Diagnostics & Repatr

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR
RATE: s2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad
must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines,
etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first
day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run
more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publica-
tion except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept
checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To
place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy
to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA
90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the
professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.

Computer Services

ON-SITE COMPUTER Support.
Windows/Mac/Linux. New/Up-
grades/Repairs. Elliot (310)585-

General

REALISTIC ROOFING
Commercial/Residential
Roofing & Repairs
Specializing in Problem Leaks

Liters & Gutters « FREE ESTIMATES
Frank (310) 613-2689

Los Angeles 213; 440-2853
Pager (310) 330-3098

J.S. CONSTRUCTION Compa-
ny: Architect and general con-
struction. New home design
and construction. Rooms, sec-
ond floor. Addition plans and
building permits. “Free esti-
mates” Office: (310)854-0954
Cell: (310)594-3945. Insured &
Bonded. License#707682

ALL POINTS VAN LINES
MOVING & STORAGE CO.

Services

Moving & Storage

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LOCAL * LONG DISTANCE * OVERSEAS

One Month FREE Storage
FREE visua estimate
PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
AVAILABLE  SPECIALIZING IN
ANTIQUES & PIANOS
800-449-2347 » 800-832-3345

[

BONDED, LICENSED & INSURED
Member of the Better Business Bureau
CAL-T189258 ICCMC 382138

[Er

BEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 men, $50 per hour. Fully insured
We make it EZ. Free prep. & boxes.
Discount for handicap & seniors
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

$30° OFF with this ad

(323) 263-2378 or (800) 2GO-BEST

Services

Painting & Tiling

TUTOR: UCLA Graduate, expe-
rienced English teacher. All lev-
els. Grammar/Literature/Com-
position/MLA, ADDHD experi-
ence. Individual/group  Elise
(310)394-4476

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Home/of-
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Scars, memories of maimed tell of Iraq’s sadistic system

BY TINI TRAN

Associated Press Writer

BASRA, Iraq — The evidence is in the scars, stories
and memories of the maimed. The proof is in the cattle
prods, branding irons, meat hooks and manacles made
purely for pain, which was often a prelude to death.

In cities and towns across Iraq, U.S.-led military
forces and local Iraqis are looking at the hard, cold,
bloodstained evidence of what human rights organiza-
tions have been saying for years: Iraq had the world’s
most sadistic system of state-sponsored torture.

In Basra, a putty-colored compound once run by Iraq’s
internal security police has become, like other such tor-
ture chambers, an unholy shrine for people who survived
a stay here, and to those who didn’t.

“I am very happy today, like T have been reborn,”
Karim Kadem, a 27-year-old man who returned on
Thursday to see the place where he was imprisoned for
two years. “I thought I would die here.”

Human rights groups have criticized Pentagon plans to
use Iraqi jurists for tribunals on Iraqi human rights
crimes precisely because of places such as this one. Iraqi
courts have been “instruments of repression rather than
impartial judicial institutions,” said the New York-based
Human Rights Watch.

“The U.S. government can’t solve this problem by
offering some technical assistance to the Iraqi judicial
system,” said Richard Dicker, director of the group’s
International Justice Program.

“That system needs to be rebuilt from the ground up.”

Of course, many prisoners never made it to court
before they were imprisoned, tortured, or summarily exe-
cuted, often for such small infractions as failure to join
Saddam Hussein’s Baath Party.

In Nasiriyah on Wednesday, U.S. Marines cleared out
a security complex equipped with wooden stocks — con-
traptions to restrain the head and hands — and a crude
electric chair powered by a hand-cranked generator.
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“They used to strap a leather cord
around our head, hands and
shoulders and hoist us two feet off
the ground. Then they would beat us
as we hung there. They did
unthinkable things — electrocution,
immersion in a bath of chemicals
and ripping off people’s finger
and toenails.”

— HAMED FATTIL
Iraq resident

Other objects, like a long steel rod, made the Marines’
imaginations run wild. They also found photos of badly
burned bodies.

Numerous photos of women and children were found
in torture chambers. Rape was a principal form of torture,
human rights groups say, with prisoners sometimes being
forced to hear tape recordings of their screaming wives
being assaulted.

The British military on Monday took Basra, Iraq’s
second-largest city, and uncovered the sort of chambers
of horror troops are finding elsewhere. The victims of
such treatment were mainly, though not exclusively,
Kurds or Shiite Muslims suspected of having taken part
in the 1991 uprisings against Saddam that followed the
first Persian Gulf War.

The seven-story compound here, known as “White
Lion,” was shelled by British forces and local Iraqis have

been combing through the crumbled compound ever
since, looking at files, fingerprints and other documents
for evidence of people who went into custody, but never
came out.

Other visitors included those who made it out alive,
telling tales of eyes gouged out, acid baths and agoniz-
ing, midair suspensions by leather straps — the latter evi-
denced by the rusty rings stuck in the ceilings.

“It was a place of evil,” resident Hamed Fattil said.

“They used to strap a leather cord around our head,
hands and shoulders and hoist us two feet off the ground.
Then they would beat us as we hung there,” he said.
“They did unthinkable things — electrocution, immer-
sion in a bath of chemicals and ripping off people’s fin-
ger and toenails.”

Kadem said he was accused of opposing Saddam and
the party. Five other friends arrested with him were either
killed or blinded. He has permanent injuries to his arms;
he can no longer lift them fully.

Kadem said he returned to the prison to exorcise his fears.

“I wanted to see the place. I wanted to relieve my heart
of the bad memories,” he said.

Fluttering in the debris were hundreds of handwritten
documents about inmates who had been imprisoned or
executed. Many former prisoners who came to the site
were combing through the rubble for their dossiers.

In one set of documents found on the grounds, author-
ities detailed the capture and subsequent execution of one
Habib Ali Hassan, a 20-year-old student accused of “fre-
quent visits from suspicious people.” His picture, clipped
to the file, showed a young clean-cut man in a white shirt
and tie. He was killed in 1983.

One older man, who identified himself only as Ali,
lifted his shirt to reveal the scars on his back — from jail-
house beatings, he said. He was arrested in 1991 for par-
ticipating in Shiite ceremonies.

Asked if he was happy Baghdad had fallen, he nodded
his head, then stopped to whisper: “Saddam may kill me.”

“No-nonsense spot where the
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-Vanity Fair, April 2002

Open at 8 a.m. for breakfast

Saturdays and Sundays

# Authentic Irish Food #

# Full Bar #

Guinness on Draft

Mention this ad to receive a FREE dessert with entree!

GO BRIEN'S

IRISH PUB AND RESTAURANT ON WILSHIRE

2226 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica (corner of 23rd & Wilshire)

(310) 829-5303




