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AS IT WAS: Shoppers once gathered on the lawn of the California Heritage Museum for sales during the Main Street Farmers’ Market.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

DOWNTOWN A finan-
cial adviser accused of
stealing roughly
$500,000 from a
Santa Monica artist
and then stabbing
him to death once the
scheme was uncov-
ered plead not guilty
Monday to murder
charges.

Daniel Gilbert

HANNAH DREIER
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Among the many bills
rushed through when lawmakers passed the
state budget last year was one protecting
teachers if the state had to resort to automatic
spending cuts in the middle of the school year.

The bill prohibited school administrators
from furloughing teachers unless their
union agreed, and banned them from laying
off teachers during the fiscal year, making it
virtually impossible for districts to save sig-
nificant amounts of money. Although it had
the potential for severe consequences, the

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

MAIN STREET There’s a Mexican standoff
taking place over the lawn in front of the
California Heritage Museum.

The Main Street Business Improvement
Association and representatives of the
Santa Monica-based museum are poised to
begin negotiations over the disputed piece
of property, which became a touchstone
issue last year when City Hall declared sales
taking place on the museum lawn illegal.

In years prior, California Heritage
Museum officials sought out artists and
other business people to sell items during
the Main Street Farmers’ Market that takes
place adjacent to the lawn on Sundays.

In return for space near the bustling
crowds of shoppers, the museum charged
rents, which brought in anywhere from
$700 to $750 a week, an important sum to
an institution that’s been running in the red
for years.

With the money from the lawn no
longer coming in, the museum did the only
thing in its power to do — shut down
access to the space entirely.

The decision chagrined city officials,
who wanted to keep the space open for pic-
nickers and customers of the market to
enjoy their newly-bought prepared foods,
fresh fruits or vegetables.

The business association got caught in
the middle, said Gary Gordon, president of
the Main Street Business Improvement

Association.
“The only way vending can happen on

the lawn is if the [association] decided to
administer it, which would be an arrange-
ment between the museum and the associ-
ation,” Gordon said.

It’s created a delicate dance between the
three institutions to find a solution that
benefits everyone, although what that will
look like is unclear.

From the point of view of the museum’s
executive director Tobi Smith, the Sunday
constituted an important source of income
for the businesses and the museum.

“That’s like paying a staff person a
salary,” she said of the loss since December,

SEE PLEA PAGE 11

SEE BILLS PAGE 10SEE MUSEUM PAGE 12
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Grass is always greener
City Hall, museum, businesses negotiate over lawn use
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Tuesday, April 10, 2012

A mind for meditation
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 
7 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Enjoy a pause in the day in which
to refresh yourself by simply sit-
ting and paying attention to your
senses, feelings, and thoughts.

For more information, call 
(310) 458-8681.

Kick off your shoes
Santa Monica Beach

South of SM Pier, 
9 a.m. — 12 p.m.

TOMS invites the community to
take off their shoes to help raise
awareness for the need in third

world countries. Join up for bare-
foot activities. The event will be
held on the beach just south of

the Santa Monica Pier. For more
information, visit onedaywithout-

shoes.com.

Hot, hot, hot
Typhoon

3221 Donald Douglas Loop, 
8 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Something Hot! will take to the
stage at Typhoon. No cover, but
reservations are recommended.

For more information, call 
(310) 390-6565.

Acting out
Senior Center

1450 Ocean Ave., 
12:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Veteran improv instructor Brian
Hamill hosts this weekly comedy
workshop for seniors. All seniors
are welcome to take part in the
workshop, whether you want to
be on stage or in the audience.

Cost: free for Senior Center
members; membership is free for
anyone over 50. For more infor-

mation, call (310) 458-8644.

Wednesday, April 11,
2012

Opening of ‘In Paris’
The Broad Stage

1310 11th St., call for times
This groundbreaking new play

based on a Russian short story
by Nobel Prize-winner Ivan Bunin
and directed by Dmitry Krymov

brings Mikhail Baryshnikov, Anna
Sinyakina, and the ensemble of

the Dmitry Krymov Laboratory to
The Broad Stage. Cost: $50-
$175. “In Paris” runs through
April 21. For more information,

call (310) 434-3200.

Economics of being a
woman

YWCA Santa Monica/Westside
2019 14th St., 

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
This event is designed to help

women during these tough eco-
nomic times by learning strate-
gies for financial well-being and

wealth-building. For more informa-
tion, call (310) 452-3881.

Market meet-up
Michael’s

1147 Third St., 
8:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

Michael McCarty and Executive
Chef John-Carlos Kuramoto lead

an exclusive tour of Santa
Monica’s Farmers’ Market to

introduce guests to his favorite
farmers, pay homage to ingredi-
ents of the season, and show
how he picks the best ingredi-

ents. Guests will then head back
to the restaurant and enjoy dish-
es specially created by Kuramoto
featuring the monthly ingredient,

as well as wine pairings and
recipes to take home. For more
information, call (310) 451-0843.
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Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing
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Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 
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– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
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(310) 453-7777  |  www.bluedaisycafe.com
2303 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica CA 90403

Hours:  Mon-Sat 8 am - 6 pm  |  Sundays 8 am - 5 pm

Mention this ad and get FREE regular coffee with a purchase 
of $10 or more on Weekdays Only! Ask about details.
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and Turkish tea. Breakfast all day! Crepes - Sweet and
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BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongoing series that tracks City Hall’s
expenditures appearing on upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent
agendas. Consent agenda items are routinely passed by the City Council
with little or no discussion from elected officials or the public. However,
many of the items have been part of public discussion in the past.

CITY HALL Computers have a shelf life before they need to be
replaced with a newer model, and City Hall plans to spend
approximately $1 million overhauling aging machines used
by its employees.

The deal is an extension of an existing agreement with
computer company Hewlett Packard, which provided com-
puters for City Hall in 2008.

The machines come with a four-year warranty including
replacement and on-site maintenance, and can be had for
$1,109,250.

Old machines will be donated to local public schools and
qualified community service agencies.

The full consent agenda totals $1,517,240.

FIBER OPTICS
Everything’s cheaper if you buy in bulk.
City staff is requesting $200,000 to do mandatory updates

on its dark fiber network, an Internet service it provides to
local businesses that tops speeds of 10 gigabytes per second.

Required updates are normally done piecemeal, with
individual $40,000 contracts. To speed things up, City Hall
wants to link all of the smaller project updates into a single,
larger contract that would secure faster service and cheaper
costs.

The $200,000  contract would cover excavation and

installation of fiber optic utilities for dark fiber customers
within 90 days of the beginning of their contract.

To be competitive, the work needs to be done faster than
can be provided by private members of the telecommunica-
tion industry, according to the staff report.

ASPHALT TRUCK
The City Council is likely to approve $147,990 to buy a

truck to patch asphalt.

The truck, to be purchased from Reynolds Buick, Inc.,
would be used by the Street Maintenance Division to patch,
repair and maintain streets, alleys, sidewalks and parking
lots.

City Hall received three bids on the project. Reynolds
Buick offered the lowest price and a model of chassis that
best fits the division’s needs.

It’ll also arrive within 90 days rather than the 330 and 365
days promised by the other competitors.

BBB SCHEDULES
City Hall is requesting an extension on a design contract

with Ilium Associates to accommodate changes in store for
the Big Blue Bus schedules and routes.

The bus system overhauled certain routes last year, and
anticipate more changes to service in the years to come, par-
ticularly as the Exposition Light Rail line inches toward
Santa Monica.

Officials estimate that they’ll need another $60,000 to
cover the costs involved in designing new timetables, maps,
signage at 1,100 bus stops and on the municipal web sites
through June 2014.

ashley@smdp.com

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

CIVIC CENTER A 20-year-old man was being treated
Monday for minor to moderate injuries he suffered after
falling from the Fourth Street bridge and landing on
Interstate 10, authorities said.

Santa Monica police and the California Highway Patrol
responded to the scene and shut down a portion of the free-

way for “about 30 minutes,” said SMPD Sgt. Richard Lewis.
“He was conscious when officers arrived and was able to

give a statement,” Lewis said. “He said he fell off.”
The incident was reported around 8:30 a.m., Lewis said.
It is unclear if it was a suicide attempt. Police will contin-

ue to interview the man and provide more information at a
later date.

kevinh@smdp.com 

Visit us online at smdp.com
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PARKED: Buses line the Big Blue Bus yard on Monday. The City Council is seeking an extension regarding the service’s schedules.

Man injured in fall from overpass 

Computers get
top billing at
City Council
$1.5 million consent means 
new machines, BBB schedules
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Entitlement clouds reason at SMC
Editor:

Do the Santa Monica College students and faculty
that oppose summer classes realize they have turned a
win-win into a lose-lose? Their position that higher-
priced summer classes aren’t fair because some stu-
dents can’t afford them is not only offensive on its face
but detrimental to their own self interests.

With limited public funding and many SMC classes
impacted, students are being forced to take longer to
complete their degrees or transfer requirements. It
seems logical that if some students take summer class-
es then the classes offered in the fall will be less
impacted and more available to all. So more students
from all economic strata will be able to complete their
requirements sooner — everybody wins.

The fairness notion that “you can’t buy whatever I
can’t afford,” is the ultimate sense of entitlement. With
the philosophy of let’s deny everybody to our lowest
capability — everybody loses.

Gary Gossard
San Juan Capistrano, Calif. 

Don’t be indifferent
Editor:

Since your article  — “Historic Downtown post office
may close” — appeared on March 30, I am appalled that
the outcry has been non-existent. The City Council and
all of the politicians should be screaming that this is
going to cause a hardship for the residents of this city.

Senior citizens will not be able to go to the other
end of town in order to do their postal business, and to
go by auto will further cause traffic problems and
increase pollution.

If this happens what will this building or piece of
property be used for? By not fighting this the politi-
cians in this city will certainly whet the appetites of
developers and line their pockets as well as the coffers
of the city. We need that post office, so tell the politi-
cians to open their mouths and not their pockets.

Come on Santa Monica, fight for our city for a
change instead of lying down and letting them step on
us. Don’t be indifferent because it is you who will lose.

Herb Silverstein 
Santa Monica

Some inspiration
Editor:

An open letter to those brothers and sisters of mine
who were “pepper” (read: tear gas) sprayed last
Tuesday night at SMC.

A line from an old Joni Mitchell song came to mind.
I hope it makes you feel a little better. I heard about you
out there on the frontline and as an old on-the-couch
baby boomer alone on MLK assassination day looking
for a little hope, and you give it to me so here you go:
“You’ve got to shake your fists at lightning now/you got
to roar like forest fire/ You’ve got to spread your light
like blazes/All across the sky. They’re going to aim the
hoses on you/Show ‘em you won’t expire/Not ‘til you
burn up every passion/not even when you die/come on
now/you’ve got to try … .”

Henry Rosenfeld
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Santa Monicans, their neighbors and
countless other people around the world
spent their weekend celebrating Passover
and Easter.

As they did so, some may think back to
two December holidays, Christmas and
Chanukah, and the much-loved community
displays of the nativity scenes and menorah
in Palisades Park. They may wonder whether
they will be able to enjoy them again this
year, for these Palisades Park traditions are
under attack.

This is not a dispute over equal opportu-
nity or equal space to celebrate a different
holiday or even to present a dissenting view.
This is an assault by a non-resident of Santa
Monica with an ideological ax to grind along
with a few friends who seek to censor the
nativity scenes and menorah and drive them
out of the public square.

I’ll refer below specifically to the nativity
scenes, which are the focus of the committee
I represent, but the same attack and defense
generally apply also to the menorah erected
each Chanukah in Palisades Park by our
friends at Chabad of S. Monica.

In word and deed, the leader of the nativ-
ity scenes’ foes has shown over the past year
that his primary goal is to suppress the nativ-
ity scenes rather than present a positive mes-
sage of his own. As recently as February, he
indicated he would willingly forgo his mea-
ger displays if he can oust the nativity scenes.

In December 2011, through exploiting
some new rules, he and his group won 1 3/4
of the two blocks of display space. They left
one block empty in violation of the rules,
which say, “Spaces are intended for the
installation of unattended displays” and pre-
scribe a penalty for not using the spaces,
albeit a weak one that takes effect a year later.

When we asked in December whether in
the spirit of Christmas we could use the
empty block to mount the bulk of the nativ-
ity scenes, the answer was “no.” The block
remained empty, demonstrating the foes’
preference for suppressing our views rather
than celebrating their own.

In contrast to this Grinch-like nega-
tivism, sponsors of the nativity scenes, who
have never tried to expel anyone from the
park, happily point to numerous positive
qualities of the scenes.

• The nativity scenes have been a prized
community celebration of Christmas for
nearly 60 years in Palisades Park, enjoyed by
thousands of Santa Monicans and visitors,
including multiple generations of many
families and people of many religious (or no
religious) beliefs.

• The multiple booths (14 of them) make
the nativity scenes a uniquely Santa Monica
Christmas tradition, having brought many
visitors to the city and resulting in Santa
Monica’s being called the “City of the
Christmas Story.”

• All display costs, including standard fees
paid to the city for taking parking meters
along the scenes out of service, are paid by

voluntary donations from businesses,
churches and individuals.

• The Santa Monica Nativity Scenes
Committee, which organizes the display, is
made up of 14 Santa Monica-based organi-
zations that number more than 20,000
members, and more than 1,300 people have
signed a petition to the city to preserve the
scenes in Palisades Park.

• The event represented by the nativity
scenes, the birth of Jesus Christ, is the pivotal
event in history that provides the dating of
our calendar.

• The Christmas narrative depicted by the
scenes is an inspiring, uplifting story of
God’s love and human love filled with joy,
hope, and peace, a part of what has been
called “the greatest story ever told.”

The nativity scenes belong in Palisades
Park. They have been shown there since they
began in 1953. Ysidro Reyes, civic leader and
co-founder of the display, who was related to
the family that had given Palisades Park to
the city, said that having the scenes in the
park was the kind of use that would have
gratified the donors.

To find an alternate location in our built-
up city with adequate space to display 14
scenes in sequence with the excellent visibil-
ity and pedestrian and auto access of
Palisades Park (not to mention its seaside
beauty) is virtually impossible. To banish the
scenes from Palisades Park could write a
death sentence for them in their current for-
mat.

Because the nativity scenes are a valued
part of Santa Monica’s heritage, the Nativity
Scenes Committee applauds the City
Council for its decision Feb. 28 to postpone
consideration of a recommendation to ban
the nativity scenes, the menorah and all
other December displays from Palisades
Park. We are thankful that the council and
City Attorney Marsha Moutrie have indicat-
ed their fair-minded willingness to consider
suggestions on apportioning display space
before taking up the subject again at the
council meeting May 22.

With the help of legal counsel, the
Nativity Scenes Committee is working on a
proposal we will present in coming weeks to
provide a fair and constitutionally sound
way of allotting spaces for December dis-
plays in Palisades Park. For now, I would
encourage supporters of the scenes who
have not yet signed the petition urging their
preservation in Palisades Park to do so
online at SantaMonicaNativityScenes.org.

As we celebrate the triumphs of Passover
and the resurrection, let us hope and pray
that come December the full nativity scenes
display and menorah will continue their
time-honored celebration of Christmas and
Chanukah in Palisades Park.

HHUUNNTTEERR  JJAAMMEESSOONN  is chairman of the Santa
Monica Nativity Scenes Committee, which
organizes the annual nativity scenes display in
Palisades Park.

Hunter Jameson Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

Why nativity scenes deserve
a place in Palisades Park
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A RECENT ARTICLE IN THE NEW YORK
Times explained that some large companies
are moving into the real estate market, buy-
ing hundreds of homes during the current
downturn.

But big companies are not the only ones
that can do this. Our daughter has been doing
it for over a year in the Eugene, Ore. area. And
there is no reason that individuals right here
in Santa Monica cannot do the same thing.

Although local brokers don’t like to talk
about it, the prices of homes in many areas
around West Los Angeles are down about 30
percent from the peak.

Yet rental prices are not down nearly
that much. During the bubble, it did not
seem like a good idea to buy and rent out a
single-family house because the rent almost
never covered the costs of ownership, so
there was always a negative cash flow.

But with prices down and rents stable or
even up a bit, that scenario has changed. And
in the Los Angeles area, outside of Santa
Monica (where it is not legally permitted)
some folks are able to cash in on short-term
rentals at very high prices.

Our daughter Raquel, an immigration
lawyer, seems to have figured out the best
of all possible scenarios. She has a verbal
agreement with a local bank that when
they have foreclosed on a property they
will notify her. She pays off the amount
that was due to the bank on the loan, (or
negotiates it), in cash. In the Eugene area
this often requires only about $50,000 in
cash for many of the homes that go into
foreclosure.

A few years ago Raquel set up a construc-
tion company and got it licensed as a con-
tractor. The president and equity partner is a
young man who had worked for her for
some time fixing up her home and some
apartments she owned. He fixes up the fore-
closed property and they then rent it, usual-
ly to a family that Raquel has met through
her immigration law firm.

The deal is that the renters get a bargain
rent, effectively the cost of owning the prop-
erty plus the value of the investment dollars
at 8 percent, in exchange for which they con-
tinue to improve the property under the
supervision of the contractor.

One hopes that the value of homes in
the Eugene area will, someday, begin a new
upward climb. Meanwhile, the rental
income is helpful.

The expectation is that the combina-
tion of the rental income on the invest-
ment plus the appreciation on the proper-
ty will exceed the return that would be
received if the same money were invested
in the stock market. But that certainly is
not a given.

Here is a projected housing market valu-
ation for the next three years from a promi-
nent financial firm:

Note that a modest increase in value is
projected for Portland, Ore., perhaps the
same market as Eugene. But Los Angeles is
not looking as good.

Averages are not the way to predict
investment success, so each potential invest-
ment requires individual consideration. But
one thing I feel pretty clear about: if you can
pick up a good deal on a house and do the
work yourself, or with a partner that accepts
part of the equity in lieu of cash for services,
the chance of very good profit success over
the next five years is very high.

For information about MMEERRVV  HHEECCHHTT  and more
details on the strategies and stocks he writes
about in this column, visit his website at
DoubleYourYield.com.

WWaass  iitt  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ccaallll??

Santa Monica College officials voted last week to
scrap a plan to create a two-tier class payment sys-
tem. The vote came after a week that saw a student
protest at a Board of Trustees meeting that ended
with a pepper spraying incident. The chancellor of
community colleges even got involved, saying he did-
n’t agree with the plan.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think SMC made the right
decision by ditching the plan, or do
you think they caved to pressure?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

Merv Hecht Send comments to editor@smdp.com

After the Bell

Investing outside of the stock market

office (310) 458-7737
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MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA More than $1 billion has been
spent over the past decade researching
autism. In some ways, the search for its caus-
es looks like a long-running fishing expedi-
tion, with a focus on everything from genet-
ics to the age of the father, the weight of the
mother, and how close a child lives to a free-
way.

That perception may soon change. Some
in the field say they are seeing the beginning
of a wave of scientific reports that should
strengthen some theories, jettison others
and perhaps even herald new drugs.

“I do think over the next three to five
years we’ll be able to paint a much clearer
picture of how genes and environmental fac-
tors combine” to cause autism, said
Geraldine Dawson, a psychologist who is
chief science officer for the advocacy group
Autism Speaks.

The effort has been infused with new
urgency by a recent federal report that found
autism disorders are far more common than
was previously understood, affecting 1 in 88
U.S. children. Better diagnosis is largely
responsible for the new estimate, but health
officials said there may actually be more
cases of autism, too.

If autism’s causes remain a mystery,
“you’re not going to be able to stop this
increase,” said Irva Hertz-Picciotto, a
researcher at the University of California,
Davis who is leading a closely watched study
into what sparks autism disorders.

In the past week, a spate of studies

released during National Autism Awareness
Month has offered tantalizing new informa-
tion about potential causes. Research pub-
lished in the journal Nature widened the
understanding of the genetic roots of some
cases and confirmed the elevated risks for
children with older fathers. Another study,
released online Monday in Pediatrics, sug-
gested maternal obesity may play a role.

To be sure, finding the causes of autism
— an umbrella term for a variety of disor-
ders that delay children socially or intellec-
tually — remains daunting. The causes are
believed to be complicated, and not neces-
sarily the same for each child. Some liken
autism to cancer — a small word for a wide
range of illnesses. In many cases, autism can
be blamed on both genetic problems that
load the gun and other factors that pull the
trigger.

It has been a growing public concern for
two decades, as studies have found it to be
more and more prevalent. The U.S. govern-
ment dramatically increased funding for
autism research in the last decade, and now
budgets about $170 million a year through
the National Institutes of Health. That’s only
about a quarter of what NIH will spend on
breast cancer research and $50 million less
than what it will spend on asthma.

But more than a half-dozen foundations
and autism advocacy groups have been
adding to the pot, putting annual research
spending in recent years at more than $300
million. About a third of that has been
devoted to finding autism’s causes.

The lion’s share of money for finding a
cause has been spent on genetics, which so

far experts believe can account for roughly
20 percent of cases. The earliest success was
in the early 1990s and involved the discovery
of the genetic underpinnings of Fragile X
syndrome, a rare condition that accounts for
just 2 to 4 percent of autism cases but is the
most common form of inherited intellectual
disability in boys.

The focus on genetics has been bolstered
by dramatic improvements in gene mapping
as well as the bioengineering of mice with
autism symptoms. Dozens of risk genes have
been identified, and a half-dozen drug com-
panies are said to be working on developing
new treatments.

“We’ve made some very significant
progress on the genetics end of this search,”
said Dr. Thomas Insel, director of the
National Institute of Mental Health.

Scientists have used autistic mice to test
new drugs. Among the most promising is a
small, white, strawberry-flavored pill that is
so experimental it doesn’t have a name.
Developed by a Massachusetts company
called Seaside Therapeutics Inc., the drug is
aimed at a problem area in the brains of
autistic children, where neurons connect
and conduct signals through the nervous
system.

It’s a bit like the way tree-hopping ants
might cross the twig ends of one tree branch
to another. In Fragile X syndrome, scientists
have noted the branches are thinner and the
twigs too numerous. The experimental drug
thins the twigs and strengthens the branches,
allowing a more solid and centralized bridge.

The same problem hasn’t been as visible
in other types of autism, but many believe

the phenomenon is somewhat similar.
The drug was deemed successful in mice

and is now being tested in children and
adults. In small, early studies, the drug made
a striking difference in small groups of
Fragile X children, causing hermit-like
youngsters to start hanging out in the
kitchen to chat with their mothers, said Dr.
Paul Wang, Seaside’s vice president of clini-
cal development.

Now it is being tried in a preliminary
study of about 150 children with a range of
other autism disorders, including Asperger’s.
The results are expected to be presented at a
scientific conference in the next year.

“It’s going to be an exciting time, we
hope,” when those results come in, said
Dawson, from Autism Speaks.

But even genetics enthusiasts acknowl-
edge that genes are only part of the answer.
Studies of identical twins have shown that
autism can occur in one and not the other,
meaning something outside a child’s DNA is
triggering the disorder in many cases. Some
cases may be entirely due to other causes,
Dawson said.

That broad “other” category means “envi-
ronmental” influences — not necessarily
chemicals, but a grab bag of outside factors
that include things like the age of the father
at conception and illnesses and medications
the mother had while pregnant.

For years, the best-known environmental
theory involved childhood vaccines,
prompted by a flawed 1998 British study that
has been thoroughly discredited. Dozens of
later studies have found no link between
vaccines and autism.

Autism research may be about to bear fruit 
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LOS ANGELES Highway and bridge damage
from a fiery gasoline tanker crash over the
weekend was estimated at $250,000, officials
said Monday.

The crash caused damage to asphalt,
guard and bridge rails at the junction of
Interstate 5 and State Highway 134 near
Griffith Park, said Lauren Wonder, a spokes-
woman for the California Department of
Transportation.

Concrete core samples show no damage to
blackened overhead freeway ramps, she said.

Investigators said a car driven by Hakop
Maghakyan, 25, of Glendale struck the dou-
ble-tanker rig from behind on Saturday
night, splitting open the rear tank contain-
ing 6,000 gallons of gas.

Flaming rivers of gas flooded freeway
gutters. About 150 firefighters aided by two
water-dropping helicopters put out the fire.

No one was hurt, but portions of the
roadway were shut down for nearly 24
hours.

Cleanup crews unloaded about 3,000 gal-
lons of gasoline left in the front tank of the
big-rig.

Maghakyan was arrested and booked for
investigation of misdemeanor drunken driv-
ing. County jail records show he was
released on $5,000 bail Sunday with a
Tuesday court date.

A phone listing for Maghakyan wasn’t
found.

Pressure washing and replacement of
about 1,000 feet of scorched shoulder
asphalt and charred timber and metal guard
rail will be done at night, forcing closure of
one or two lanes. The repairs were expected
to be completed Saturday.

A similar tanker crash at the San
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge interchange
in 2007 forced closure of several transition
road bridges for 10 days because of structur-
al damage.

In December, a tanker truck fire severely
damaged an overpass along State Route 60 in
Montebello, east of Los Angeles. . Most of
that overpass had to be demolished.

ALICIA CHANG
AP Science Writer

LOS ANGELES The mysterious deaths of
millions of bats in the United States and
Canada over the past several years were
caused by a fungus that hitchhiked from
Europe, scientists reported Monday.

Experts had suspected that an invasive
species was to blame for the die-off from
“white nose syndrome.” Now there’s direct
evidence the culprit was not native to North
America.

The fungal illness has not caused wide-
spread deaths among European bats unlike
in the U.S. and Canada. In North America
more than 5.7 million bats have died since
2006 when white nose syndrome was first
detected in a cave in upstate New York. The
disease does not pose a threat to humans,
but people can carry fungal spores.

It’s unclear exactly how the fungus
crossed the Atlantic, but one possibility is
that it was accidentally introduced by
tourists. Spores are known to stick to peo-
ple’s clothes, boots and caving gear.

White nose syndrome has killed bats in
four Canadian provinces and 19 U.S. states,
mostly in the Northeast and South. Last
week, the illness marched west of the
Mississippi River, infecting bats in Missouri.

Now that scientists have pinpointed the
apparent origin of the epidemic, what can be
done to protect bats? They play a crucial role
in the ecological food chain by devouring
insects.

“There is still not much we can do
beyond making absolutely sure we don’t
make things worse by accidentally spreading
the fungus,” said biologist Craig Willis of the
University of Winnipeg in Canada.

Willis and a team of U.S.-Canadian scien-
tists set out to determine whether the fungus
behind white nose syndrome was native to
this continent or invaded from abroad. To

do this, they collected 54 little brown bats
from an uninfected cave in Manitoba.

The bats were divided into three groups:
One group was infected with spores collect-
ed from Europe; another group was sickened
with spores from North America. A third
group was not infected. Researchers used
infrared cameras to monitor the bats’ behav-
ior and disease progression over several
months.

Both infected groups developed symp-
toms, including the telltale trace of white
powder on the nose that gives the disease its
name and scarring on the wings. Compared
with uninfected bats, infected bats were
roused more often from hibernation. This
depletes their fat reserves and ultimately
leads to death.

The findings were reported online
Monday in the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

Since the infected groups showed similar-
ly severe symptoms, scientists concluded the
fungus originated in Europe. Had the
pathogen been native to North America but
with a mutation that made it more deadly,
scientists would have expected to see milder
symptoms in the group infected with the
European fungus.

The team planned to repeat the experi-
ment next year with European bats and
compare results.

Why European bats have not died off en
masse is unknown. It’s possible they devel-
oped immunity to the fungus or learned to
avoid places that favor the spread of the dis-
ease. North American bats have shown little
protection against white nose syndrome and
there’s active research into whether popula-
tions can rebound.

“We are still working to understand if it is
possible for bats to develop resilience or
resistance to the fungus,” said Jeremy
Coleman of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service who had no role in the latest work.

Study: Fungus behind bat
die-off came from Europe 

Damage from freeway
tanker fire put at $250K 
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ROBERT JABLON
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES The family of a Southern
California man who died shielding his 8-
year-old son from gunfire announced a
$10,000 reward Monday for information
leading to the arrest of the killers.

“We’re looking for anyone to come for-
ward with information,” police homicide
Detective Scott Collins said at a news confer-
ence.

Fredrick Martin Jr., his son and a friend
were cleaning his grandmother’s garage in a
Los Angeles suburb on Tuesday night when
they heard gunfire nearby.

Martin, 28, pushed his son to the ground
and shielded him from bullets but was him-
self struck in the chest and abdomen,
authorities said. He died in surgery that
night.

His son, Fredrick “Tre” Martin III, was
grazed. The boy’s godfather, Joey Hickman,
was shot in the ankle.

Gary Lee, a cousin of Martin, told the
Los Angeles Times that after the attack, the
boy told him: “My dad saved me.”

Police said they believe at least two gun-
men were involved, but they had no suspects
and no motive for the attack.

“We don’t have anything to suggest that
this was gang-related,” Collins said.

A family friend put up a $10,000 reward

for information leading to arrests, said
Micharri Pratts, Martin’s half-sister.

“I’m sad, I’m angry, I’m heartbroken, I’m
confused but at the same time...focused on
bringing justice,” she said in a telephone
interview with The Associated Press after the
news conference.

Relatives are caring for Martin’s son.
“We forget that he is a child. He’s only 8

years old,” Pratts said. “He’s taken this really
hard, as expected. But as a family, we’re try-
ing to provide him with all the love and sup-
port that his father gave him.”

Friends and family said Martin, a col-
lege graduate who worked as an analyst at
a Kaiser Permanente facility in Pasadena,
had never been involved in gangs. They
said he stayed away from gangs by not
wearing certain colors and avoiding cer-
tain streets.

“I just don’t want Fred to be seen as a sta-
tistic because he was not a statistic,” his sister
said. “He wasn’t your average minority male
growing up in this primarily minority
neighborhood. He represented everything
that anyone from this neighborhood has
aspired to be.”

“He saw the world through rose-colored
lenses. He saw the good in everyone, and he
acted in a way that he felt everyone else
should act,” she said. “And he put his heart
and his soul in everything he did and that
includes, first and foremost, being a father.”

LOS ANGELES
Bullet train consultant’s ties questioned 

A $400-an-hour consultant who was hired to judge the accuracy of ridership esti-
mates for California’s proposed bullet train once worked for the company that prepares
them.

Frank S. Koppelman worked for Massachusetts-based Cambridge Systematics Inc. on
two projects before taking his job with the California High-Speed Rail Authority in 2010,
the Los Angeles Times reported. He also has a close relationship with Kimon
Proussaloglou, a Cambridge executive vice president in charge of forecasting services.

Koppelman, a professor emeritus of civil engineering at Northwestern University,
heads the five-member ridership review panel that assesses Cambridge’s estimates.
Ridership figures are crucial in helping determine revenues from the line and thus
whether it can operate without government subsidies.

The rail project, which spans the Bay Area to Southern California, was approved by
state voters in 2008. It stalled last fall after a draft plan said the project’s cost had more
than doubled, from $45 billion to $98 billion.

A revised plan released last week gave a new price tag of $68.4 billion, a cost Brown
and other backers hope will be more palatable to lawmakers. He is expected to ask law-
makers in the coming weeks to appropriate $2.3 billion in voter-approved bonds. If the
Legislature approves the borrowing, construction could begin later this year.

Cambridge’s projections have dropped sharply over the years. The latest low-end esti-
mate is around 20 million passengers a year by 2040.

Critics have called Cambridge’s figures unreliable but Koppelman’s panel concluded
last fall that the projections are reasonable.

Koppelman worked for Cambridge advising transit agencies in Chicago and
Minneapolis-St. Paul. He told the Times that his work for the company ended in 2009. His
work and his friendship with Proussaloglou have not compromised his ability to judge
Cambridge’s work, he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LOS ANGELES
Man dead when gunfire erupts at suspected gang party 

Police say a man is dead and a woman is wounded after gunfire erupted at a suspect-
ed Los Angeles gang party.

The shooting was reported at 8:20 p.m. Sunday in a Hyde Park home in South
Los Angeles.

There were about 200 partygoers at the house when police arrived.
A man believed to be 27 years old was taken to a hospital where he died of gunshot

wounds to the head and chest. The woman, who is believed to be 25 years old, is hospi-
talized with a shoulder wound.

Names haven’t been released.
Sgt. Donni Ellison says investigators haven’t determined if more than one gunman

fired and what led to the shooting.
The sergeant tells City News Service that witnesses aren’t cooperating with investi-

gators.
AP

BRIEFS

Police say shooters of dad
who saved son are sought 



SUE MANNING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES In a state where people wear their hearts on
their bumpers, a specialty license plate campaign by
California pet lovers to save animal lives needs saving.

With more dogs, cats and cars than any other state, it
would seem pet lovers could rally enough support for a plan
to end pet overpopulation and cut euthanasia. But with
three months to go, they are struggling to get the support
they need.

The Department of Consumer Affairs Veterinary Medical
Board is the campaign’s sponsor and the California Spay &
Neuter License Plate Fund, Inc. was set up to pre-sell 7,500
plates before June 2012.

That target must be hit for the plates to go into produc-
tion or the program could collapse, with the money being
refunded.

Volunteers, using donations for fliers and brochures, pre-
sold 4,000 plates, said Judie Mancuso of Laguna Beach, pres-
ident of the fund and member of the veterinary board.

In 2010, nearly 868,000 dogs and cats entered animal
shelters in California. More than half were euthanized.

Spay and neuter is the best way to stop overpopulation
and cut the euthanasia rate, Mancuso said. In these econom-
ic times, she said there is no better way to pay for surgeries
than license plates because “it is not a tax and not a fee.”

Can pet lovers sell 3,500 plates in three months when it
took 21 months to sell 4,000?

Representatives from Petco Animal Supplies Inc. prom-
ised two weeks ago to put fliers in all their California stores,
Mancuso said.

And Assembly Bill 610, by Assemblyman Jose Solorio, D-
Anaheim, has been amended by the Senate Transportation
and Housing Committee to extend the deadline another
year. It still has to go back through some committees and
faces floor votes, but Mancuso is optimistic if they need
more time they will have it.

One of the biggest problems, Mancuso said, is that people
don’t see anything for their money for up to three years.

It takes up to 10 months after all the conditions are met
to get the prison-made plates into production, Department
of Motor Vehicles spokeswoman Jessica Gonzalez said.

If the campaign does fail, pets will be in good company.
Girl Scouts, the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and the
San Francisco 49ers have been unable to sell enough plates.

But no state seems a better fit for a pet plate. There are
nearly 32 million registered vehicles. There are more than
37.7 million people. With six of 10 Americans having pets,
there could be at least 23 million pet owners in the state.

Actor, artist and animal activist Pierce Brosnan created
and donated the artwork for the plate — using his own res-
cues Shilo and Angel Baby as models.

It costs $50 to reserve a sequentially numbered specialty
plate. A new or transferred vanity plate is $98. Annual
renewal fees are $40 for standard plates and $78 for vanity
plates. These costs are in addition to regular DMV license
fees.

Money will be refunded if the campaign collapses. But if
it succeeds, Mancuso said history shows them they can
expect sales to double or triple in the year after the plates
become available and people see them on the road.

California has 10 specialty plates, benefiting among oth-
ers firefighters and veterans’ organizations.

The plates have been a boon for the causes they support.
The most popular (kids) has brought in $41 million since

1994.
In 2001, the state increased the number of pre-paid appli-

cations required from 5,000 to 7,500, Gonzalez said, because
it costs almost $400,000, including $270,000 for program-
ming, to put a plate into production. Fees from the initial
7,500 applications cover those costs, she said.

In 2002, a Senate bill supporting a “choose life” plate was
rejected. An anti-abortion group filed a lawsuit and in 2003,
a federal judge ordered the state to stop allowing specialty
plates until it fixed the selection process, which he said gave
the Legislature too much authority to suppress a point of
view.

Requiring a sponsor answered the court’s concerns and
became part of the law in 2006.

But there still hasn’t been a new plate in California since
2002.
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bill was made public just one hour before
the vote was taken and passed at 11 p.m.

Dead-of-night votes on rushed legislation
such as the teacher-protection bill are com-
mon during budget season and toward the
end of the legislative session, forcing law-
makers to vote on major issues with little or
no time to read the substance of the legisla-
tion. Many Democrats, who control both
houses of the Legislature, defend the practice
as a necessary evil, but others say the process
needs to be changed.

Several attempts to give the public at least
24 hours to examine bills before lawmakers
vote have failed, but a Republican lawmaker
is trying again this year.

“A bill to let sunshine in has been kept in
the dark since 2007,” said Assemblyman
Kevin Jeffries, R-Lake Elsinore, who has pro-
posed similar constitutional amendments
twice previously. “Whether you agree or not
with the policies that are being voted on, it’s
simply good government to have the oppor-
tunity for everybody who’s interested to read
a bill.”

Assembly and Senate rules already
require that bills be read on three different
days before either house can take a final vote.
But lawmakers use parliamentary maneu-
vers, including hollowing out existing bills
and filling them with new legislation, to get
around the requirement.

Almost every floor rule can be waived by
a simple majority vote, another loophole
that can be used for developing bills on the
fly.

The practices in the Legislature differ
from those required of city councils, county
boards of supervisors and local school dis-
tricts in California.

The state’s Brown Act requires local gov-
ernments to post agendas 72 hours before
meetings. Elected officials are allowed to add
items only if a two-thirds majority approves
and the matter is urgent.

By comparison, the Assembly took its
first vote on the 2010-11 budget before
the full 800-page bill was posted online or
made public at the Assembly clerk’s
office.

Lawmakers rushed through several hasti-
ly written bills last year. Among these were
bills that banned future initiatives from
being placed on the June primary ballot,
accelerated development plans for an NFL
stadium in downtown Los Angeles and pro-
tected farmworker unions against election
misconduct.

Many Democrats say last-minute legis-
lation is sometimes necessary to address
issues that develop after the February
deadline for introducing bills and to pass
bills they consider important but political-
ly unpopular.

Assemblyman Charles Calderon, D-
Whittier, said Republicans are stoking the
debate over rushed bills to create a smoke
screen about the legislative process when
what they really oppose are the Democrats’
policies.

He said Republicans are not thinking of
the public in trying to require a 24-hour

waiting period. Instead, Calderon said they
would only use that time to gin up opposi-
tion and punish lawmakers who approve
good but politically risky policies.

“A 24-hour reading period often gets
used for mischief,” said Calderon, the
longest-serving lawmaker in the Capitol.
“Democrats are the majority party, and they
have the responsibility to vote for things
sometimes that are not popular with the
public.”

Jeffries’ proposal, ACA1, would require
lawmakers to give three-days’ notice before
taking up any legislation and make bills pub-
lic at least 24 hours before voting. A related
measure, ACA2, would ban late-night leg-
islative sessions except in cases of natural
disaster.

Republican minority leaders in both
houses support mandatory consideration
periods. In March, Republicans orchestrated
a protest of a parliamentary gimmick that
allows lawmakers to introduce shell bills that
will be used later in the year for budget pro-
visions and other matters.

Senate President Pro Tem Darrell
Steinberg, D-Sacramento, defended the
practice of developing some budget bills at
the last minute. He said lawmakers some-
times need to take quick action to prevent
interest groups from mobilizing to defeat
legislation they oppose.

Democrats also say Republicans are still
angry about the passage of Proposition 25 in
2010, which largely made them irrelevant to
the budget process by reducing the legisla-
tive vote requirement for budgets from two-
thirds to a simple majority.

“I think they’re scrambling for more
leverage,” Assembly Budget Committee
Chairman Bob Blumenfield, D-Sherman
Oaks, said of the attempt to prohibit last-
minute bills.

A few other states have passed constitu-
tionally-mandated reading periods for all
bills, according to the National Conference
of State Legislatures. In Hawaii, the
Legislature must make bills available in their
final form for at least 48 hours before voting.
Michigan prohibits lawmakers from voting
on bills that have not been public for at least
five days. And in Florida, lawmakers must
give the public 72 hours to consider all gen-
eral appropriation bills.

Senate Budget Committee Chairman
Mark Leno, D-San Francisco, said he sup-
ports the concept of requiring more time for
lawmakers to consider bills, saying it would
allow for more thoughtful consideration of
last-minute amendments. He declined to
comment on Jeffries’ bill.

Policy experts and good government
groups have long called for these kinds of
transparency measures. Like Jeffries, they
argue that bills that cannot withstand a day
of debate should not be made law.

The bipartisan group California Forward
has gathered more than half the signatures it
needs to place a 72-hour reading period for
bills on the November ballot, said the
group’s executive director, Jim Mayer. He
said lawmakers are unlikely to pass such a
measure on their own.

“Many of them know that it’s good poli-
cy, but it would make their lives harder,” he
said.
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Becerril II, 35, is being held at Men’s Central
Jail on $2.4 million bail and is expected back
in court on May 15, said Jane Robison,
spokesperson for the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office.

Becerril’s attorneys declined to comment
as they are still poring over what they said
were more than 600 pages of court docu-
ments.

Becerril was charged in March with mur-
der, money laundering and grand theft in
connection with an alleged financial scheme
that led to the 2008 fatal stabbing of
Alexander Merman, a Russian-born artist
who was working as a teacher with the Los
Angeles Unified School District when he was
killed in his Santa Monica condo.

Merman, 35, was found by his building
manager who had been asked by Merman’s
mother to check in on him after she had not
heard from her son for several days.

Santa Monica police said Merman loaned

$250,000 to Becerril, the owner of a compa-
ny called AP Financial Group. Following the
murder, investigators learned that an addi-
tional $300,000 had also been stolen from
Merman's investment accounts and deposit-
ed into accounts belonging to Becerril and
AP Financial.

Detectives also found evidence of a con-
spiracy involving employees of AP Financial
Group in which the home of an unrelated
victim was acquired by fraudulent means
and was sold to a third party, resulting in the
victim being evicted, police said.

Proceeds from the sale allegedly were
received by Becerril and his associates.

Becerril's wife, 33-year-old Sandra Raya
Becerril; sister Rebekah Becerril, 25; and a
third defendant, Abram Guajardo, 38, were
charged with grand theft, money laundering
and forgery for allegedly taking part in the
scheme to defraud the homeowner, forcing
her out of her Covina home. According to
the District Attorney's Office, victims were
swindled out of about $1.4 million.

kevinh@smdp.com 
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when Code Enforcement laid down the law
and put an end to the sales.

Now more than ever the museum needs
the extra income.

According to tax documents, the non-
profit has run a $7,000 to $20,000 deficit
between its revenues and expenses since at
least 2007, right before the nationwide
financial collapse.

That was a double whammy for nonprofits
like the museum, which saw donations and
attendance decrease at the same time that gov-
ernment stopped offering funds for the arts.

The museum has had a great deal of suc-
cess with its food truck fundraisers on
Tuesday nights, but it’s not enough to keep
the museum in the black, Smith said.

“Because we’re all having difficulty, we’re
all looking for alternative means of bringing
in funds,” she said, referencing other muse-
ums that find themselves in the same posi-
tion. “We cannot survive on traditional
admission.”

City Hall has no issue with the museum
making money on the side, but it has to
abide by the municipal code, said Miriam
Mack, economic development manager with
City Hall.

Sales on the lawn would need to be
included in the museum’s permit and then
administered by the business association, a
change which the Planning Commission
could approve.

“They make money by sponsoring
booths on the lawn and we’re kind of OK
with that, but the whole effort got away,”

Mack said.
At this point, Gordon isn’t sure what the

association will get out of the deal, except
assurances that vendors operating at the
market will all belong to businesses that have
brick-and-mortar store fronts somewhere
on Main Street.

It’s the same as for “little Main Street,” the
official retail arm of the Farmers’ Market,
Gordon said.

“In terms of the number of vendors or
the placement of the vendors, none of that
has been decided from our point of view,”
Gordon said.

City Hall will wait in the eaves until the
two organizations have hashed out a plan,
and then will move on changing the permit
to include the sales, assuming that the
arrangement leaves space for Farmers’
Market customers.

The Planning Commission would then
have to amend the museum’s permit, a time-
consuming process that could determine the
exact number and placement of vendors
allowed on the property.

In the meantime, officials hope that the
museum will relent and open up the lawn
for everyone’s use.

“We’re hopeful that perhaps with the ini-
tiation of discussions the Heritage Museum
will, in anticipation of a positive outcome,
allow our customers to enjoy the lawn,”
Mack said.

Minimally, the museum is looking at
reopening the lawn for their ever-popular
food truck nights, a fundraiser that’s gar-
nered over $75,000 for the museum in the
last 18 months and is perfectly legal.

ashley@smdp.com
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Celebrating  
40 Years

*CALL US FOR DETAILS

2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

* Get a FREE Lunch with every 10 Deliveries

• Rush Messenger Service
• Rush Court Filings
• Licensed Process Servers
• Mobile Notaries
• Mobile Copy Service
• Drivers Equipped with a Handheld 

Radio for Immediate Contact

PO#B121580SD

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS 
DISTRICT:  SANTA MONICA 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above-named California Community College District,

acting by and through its Board of Trustees, hereinafter “the District” will receive sealed

Bid Proposals for the Contract for the Work of the Project generally described as: BUNDY
CAMPUS – NEW ROOF. This project involves replacing the existing built up roof with a

single ply roof on the SMC Bundy Campus.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF BID PROPOSALS: 10:00 AM, May 2, 2012
LOCATION FOR SUBMISSION OF BID PROPOSALS: SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COL-

LEGE DISTRICT, CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT OFFICE, 3171 SOUTH BUNDY

DRIVE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90066, ATTENTION: LEE PAUL, LPI. (Temporary building at

east end of parking lot.)

PLACE FOR OBTAINING BID AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS: ONE COPY PER BIDDER

WILL BE PROVIDED AT MANDATORY JOB WALK

Contractor is required to have a Class: A or B and C-39 license at the time of bid submission. 

Labor Compliance Program (AB 1506).  The District has established a Labor Compliance

Program (‘LCP”) pursuant to Labor Code 1771.5.  The Contractor awarded the Contract

for the Work shall comply with the LCP and provisions of the Contract Documents relating

to implementation, compliance with, and enforcement of the LCP.

No Withdrawal of Bid Proposals.  Bid Proposals shall not be withdrawn by any Bidder for

a period of sixty (60) days after the opening of Bid Proposals.  During this time, all Bidders

shall guarantee prices quoted in their respective Bid Proposals.

The District will conduct a Mandatory Job Walk on April 11, 2012, at 10:00 am.   Bidder’s
attendance at the Job Walk is mandatory. Bidders are to meet at LPI Construction
Management Office, 3171 South Bundy Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066 for conduct of the

Job Walk. The Bid Proposal submitted by a Bidder whose representative(s) did not attend the

entirety of the Mandatory Job Walk will be rejected by the District as being non-responsive.

Pursuant to California Public Contract Code §22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to

substitute securities for any monies withheld by the District to ensure performance under

this contract.

The Contract for the Work, if awarded, will be by action of the District’s Board of Trustees

to the responsible Bidder submitting the lowest priced responsive Bid Proposal. 

Public Hearing Notice

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Education of the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School

District will conduct a public hearing on the matter of the 2012-13 Special Parcel Tax (Measure

R) regarding applying a Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) adjustment.  The public hearing will be

held on May 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Malibu City Council Chambers at 23825 Stuart

Ranch Road, Malibu, CA 90265. Subsequent to the public hearing on May 3, 2012 at the reg-

ularly scheduled meeting, it is the intention of the Board of Education to adopt a resolution to

levy the tax at the rate of $366.45 per parcel, which includes a 2.1% CPI adjustment.   The

CPI-U for Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County, base year 1982-84=100, from February, 2011

through February, 2012, was used to calculate the adjustment.

Measure R 2012-13 Senior Exemption renewal forms are being mailed in April to prior appli-

cants; the forms must be completed, signed and returned by June 30, 2012.  To be added to

the mailing list, please call 310/450-8338, ext. 70263. 

MUSEUM
FROM PAGE 1
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Simply Roasted
Whole Foods

“ W H E R E  S L I D E R S  R U L E ”
147 South Barrington Ave, LA, CA 90049

Located near Sunset in the Brentwood Village

Phone (310) 476-1100 |  Fax (310) 476-9400

Now
Open!
Now
Open!

Healthy, quick, delicious lunch = SLIDERS!
Certified angus beef. Short ribs. Roast turkey.  

BBQ beef brisket. Beef dip. Corned beef.
Free-range chicken breast.

Local, Secure, and Family
run for over 30 years

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

Cultivating
Compassion for
Self and Others
Explore the roots of compassion inside ourselves

and how we can cultivate it to impact others.

Compassion is the opening of our heart towards 

the suffering of another. Speaker Diana Winston  

is the Director of Mindfulness Education at 

UCLA’s Mindful Awareness Research Center.

Thursday, April 12, 7pm
FAIRVIEW BRANCH LIBRARY
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

310-458-8681

FREE WEIGHT LOSS & 
FITNESS OPPORTUNITY!
LOSE WEIGHT & GET HEALTHY WITH TOP FITNESS EXPERTS

• 6 month program • Men & Women 25-65 years old 

• 1:1 consultation & free training • Workouts M-F in Santa Monica  

• Must have between 30-100 lbs. to lose 

• Must be committed & motivated

• Customized food plan

818-710-0910
karenreif@earthlink.net

Contact

KAREN

today!

THOMAS BEAUMONT
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa Mitt Romney faces a
daunting to-do list as he transitions into the
role of likely Republican presidential nomi-
nee.

Among the tasks: Raise as much money
as possible for the general election campaign
against President Barack Obama. Hire more
people and send them to the most critical
states in the fall race. Hone his message to
appeal to voters across the political spec-
trum.

And do it all quickly while fending off
challenges from GOP rivals who refuse to
quit the primary race.

Obama, with the advantages of an
incumbent, is well ahead of Romney on
fundraising, organization and broad pitches
to voters. So Romney can be expected to
spend part of his time over the next three
weeks trying to catch up. There’s a break in
the primaries lasting until April 24, when
several Northeastern states vote.

Romney also must start thinking about a
running mate and strategy to amass the 270
electoral votes needed to win the White
House on Nov. 6.

The former Massachusetts governor must
prepare to put his imprint on the Republican
National Committee and figure out how to
achieve unity with a conservative base that
has resisted his candidacy. In the general
election, party loyalists will be counted on to
raise money and get out the vote.

“I do think the Romney team is thinking
about how they put in place their fall cam-
paign,” said Terry Nelson, a former top aide
to President George W. Bush. “But they
clearly have some contests to get through, so
they won’t be able to turn their eyes entirely
to that.”

There’s little question that Romney will
clinch the nomination in June, if not earlier.
He has a wide lead in the race for the 1,144
delegates required to secure the GOP nomi-
nation. But chief rival Rick Santorum says
he’ll press on at least through the end of the
month. Pennsylvania, which he represented
in the House and Senate, votes April 24,
along with Connecticut, Delaware, New York
and Rhode Island.

In hopes of convincing Republicans it’s
time to rally behind Romney, leading
Republicans such as Sen. Marco Rubio of
Florida and Rep. Paul Ryan of Wisconsin
have endorsed him recently; both are viewed
as potential running mates. Former Rhode
Island Gov. Don Carcieri has said he would
back Romney and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad
may announce his support soon.

After a break for the Easter holiday,
Romney is expected to plunge back into
fundraising in New York and South Florida.
That’s none too soon for Republicans, given
Obama’s fundraising advantage.

“Ultimately, the thing we have to focus on
is getting the general election money raised,”
said Brian Ballard, of Florida, one of
Romney’s top fundraisers.

Obama, without a Democratic chal-
lenger, has been free to raise money strictly
for the general election. He’s so far raised
more than $300 million for his re-election
campaign and the Democratic National
Committee. Romney can’t raise cash for the
Republicans until he clinches the nomina-
tion, but he’s brought in more than $75 mil-
lion for his campaign.

Romney aides said solicitations for gener-
al election donations were starting to go out.

Obama showed his fundraising clout

recently by spending about $1.4 million on
TV ads in Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Ohio,
Nevada and Virginia that criticize Romney.
An outside group that supports Obama also
is running ads attacking Romney in those
states, as well as in Michigan and New
Mexico.

Illustrating the disparity, Romney’s team
responded to the Obama ad with a state-
ment promoting an Internet attack video.

It’s not just money where Romney lags.
The president’s re-election team has

opened offices and assembled teams of
workers in Ohio, Florida and other critical
states. The campaign has mapped out the
combination of states it will compete in as it
works to reach the 270 electoral votes need-
ed for victory.

“No question Mitt Romney is the best-
organized Republican I’ve seen in a long
time, but that’s not the question,” said
Florida Republican campaign strategist
Susie Wiles, a senior Romney adviser in the
state.

Romney’s team is tight-lipped about how
he can get to 270. It also won’t discuss when
and where staff will go in the coming weeks
or when it will run ads in the most contest-
ed states.

That’s probably because there isn’t a
definitive plan — or maybe even a tentative
one.

Republicans expect Romney will compete
most vigorously in Colorado, Florida, Iowa,
Ohio, Nevada, Virginia, Michigan and New
Mexico, states considered among the most
contested in the general election.

Obama won all eight in 2008 against Sen.
John McCain, R-Ariz. In 2004, all but
Michigan were carried by Bush during the
Republican president’s re-election.
Republicans say Romney sees Ohio,
Michigan, New Mexico, Arizona and
Colorado as fertile ground this year.

Romney aides say they’ve lined up staff to
send out to states once Romney secures the
nomination, and the campaign is preparing
the first floor of its three-story Boston head-
quarters for the influx.

Some key players have returned to
states, such as Romney’s Florida director
Matthew Parker. And, aides point out,
Romney has loyal activists and a network
of supporters in key battleground states
where he won primaries such as Florida
and Ohio.

At the same time, the RNC is opening
coordinated campaign offices in Florida and
other battleground states, and has spent
more than a year raising millions to support
the eventual nominee. But Romney and the
RNC are barred from coordinating until the
nomination is in hand. Even so, the candi-
date and the party are entering a joint
fundraising agreement to get ready for that
day.

Once Romney seizes the nomination, he’s
expected to have little trouble taking over
the party, considering his campaign manag-
er, communication director and political
director all are RNC veterans.

But an alliance with the RNC doesn’t
mean the party’s rank-and-file will automat-
ically rally behind Romney.

Veteran GOP presidential campaign
strategist Mary Matalin said Romney needs
to anchor his schedule with “unifying
events” that focus on the conservative estab-
lishment.

In a sign that Romney knows he has work
to do on this front, he has scheduled an
appearance before the National Rifle
Association’s annual meeting on April 13.

Romney faces lengthy to-do
list as likely Republican pick 
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DOO NOTT WITHHOLDD RENT
Under certain limited circumstances,a tenant may

withhold rent.But, it is never a good idea to withhold
rent. If a tenant does not pay the full rent,when due,
the landlord would most likely serve the tenant with
a three day notice to pay or quit.Once a three day
notice to pay or quit expires, the landlord does not
have to accept the money even if the tenant offers
the full amount.The landlord can refuse the payment
and proceed with an unlawful detainer action (evic-
tion case).
An unlawful detainer action is very stressful.Also, the

tenant would have the expense of litigation costs and
probably attorney fees.A tenant does not have to
retain an attorney to defend an unlawful detainer
action,but it would be very wise to do so.
If a tenant loses an unlawful detainer case, the ten-

ant would be evicted and owe all of the back rent
and possibly the landlord’s attorney fees and litigation
costs.Further, the unlawful detainer judgment would
probably appear on the tenant’s credit reports as well
as reports kept by landlord agencies which could
make it difficult to rent a new home in the future.
For all of the above reasons,a tenant should never

withhold any rent.

GIVEE LANDLORDD AA LISTT INN WRITING
The first thing a tenant should do is give the land-

lord a list in writing of items which need to be
repaired.The list should be hand-delivered or mailed
to the landlord.The tenant must keep a copy of that
list and keep track of when and how the list was
delivered to the landlord (the specific date when the
list was mailed or hand-delivered).
A tenant must give the landlord a reasonable period

to make repairs.What is a “reasonable period”is
defined on a case by case basis.Usually,a tenant
should give the landlord 30 days to make repairs.But,
if the condition is serious (i.e.:no electricity,no hot
water,hole in the roof),a reasonable time would be
much shorter.
A tenant should list all items which need repair, in

detail. Failure to notify the landlord of a specific
problem may prevent a tenant from being compen-
sated later for the defective condition.

CONTACTT GOVERNMENTT INSPECTORS
If the landlord does not make the repairs within a

reasonable period, the tenant should contact
appropriate government inspectors.
In Santa Monica, the first office to be

contacted should be the Santa Monica
Code Compliance Department: (310)
458-4984.The Code Compliance
Department will not come to a rental
unit to perform a general inspection.
The tenant must have a specific list of
items which need repair.
In addition to the Code Compliance

Department,a tenant should call the County

of Los Angeles Department of Health Services.To
arrange for an inspection,a Santa Monica tenant
would call: (310) 665-8484.
The advantage of government inspectors is that the

government agency may order the landlord to make
repairs.Also, if the tenant is in trial with the landlord
(or a hearing with the Santa Monica Rent Control
Board), the government inspectors’ reports may be
admissible as evidence.

PETITIONN FORR RENTT DECREASEE 
If the landlord does not make the required repairs,

a tenant may file a petition for rent decrease.The
petition is filed with the Santa Monica Rent Control
Board, located in Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main
Street, Room 202, Santa Monica, CA 90401; (310)
458-8751.The petition for rent decrease may be
filed 30 to 180 days after service of the written
notice to the landlord of items which need repair.
If the petition is granted, the rent will be reduced.

But, the rent reduction is prospective (from that point
forward).The Rent Control Board does not have the
authority to award any money to compensate the ten-
ant for past conditions or reduced services.

SMALLL CLAIMSS COURTT 
If a tenant wishes to be compensated for the defec-

tive conditions or reduced services in the past, the
tenant would have to file a lawsuit.A suit could be
filed in superior court.Although an attorney is not
required for superior court, it is likely that the land-
lord would retain an attorney.When one party has an
attorney and the other does not, it is a big advantage.
If the tenant retains an attorney, the expenses might
make such a suit in superior court impractical.
Usually, the most economical way to proceed is to

file a lawsuit in small claims court.A person can sue
in small claims court for up to $7,500.00.And,there
are no attorneys in small claims court.Thus, the
expenses are greatly reduced.

CONSULTT WITHH ANN ATTORNEY
Even if the tenant is not going to retain an attorney

on a fulltime basis, it is usually a good idea to at least
have a consultation with a tenants’ rights attorney,
especially before filing suit in small claims court or fil-
ing a petition for rent decrease.

THIS COLUMN WAS PREPARED BY MARK
PALMER,

A SANTA MONICA TENANTS’RIGHTS
ATTORNEY.
HE CAN BE REACHED THROUGH THE
LEGAL GRIND AT 310-452-8160 OR
REFERRAL@LEGALGRIND.COM

Disclaimer: this article does not consti-
tute legal advice and does not create an

attorney client relationship.

People often ask me what to do if a 
landlord does not make repairs to a 

rental unit. Let me start with 
something a tenant should not do. 

LEGAL GRIND®

Justice Served Daily®
since 1996

®

MONDAY
4:00--5:00pm (1st & 3rd Monday/Month) Criminal, DMV & Traffic Law: Felony and Misdemeanor 

Crimes, with former Deputy D.A. and Attorney Jacob Glucksman

5:00--6:00pm (1st & 3rd Monday/Month) Tenant Rights,Auto accidents, Products Liability, Insurance & 
Business Disputes, Personal Injury & Small Claims with Attorney Mark Palmer

TUESDAY
9:00-12:00noon Patent,Trademark and Copyright Law with Attorney Marcus Risso (By appointment only)

1:00-4:00pm Employment Law:Wrongful Termination, Sexual harassment, Disability Accommodation,
Leave Law, Discrimination, Retaliation,Whistle Blower,Wage & Hour disputes with 
Attorney Sara Eliot

4:00-5:00pm (1st and 3rd Tuesday/Month): Civil and Criminal Law with former Deputy District 
Attorney Hart Levin. Hart has expertise in all criminal and traffic issues, and he also has 
extensive knowledge in many areas of civil law including business disputes, fraud,
personal injury and employment law.

WEDNESDAY
5:00-6:30pm Divorce and Legal Separation; Domestic Partnerships; Child Custody, Support and 

Visitation; Spousal Support; Prenuptial Agreements & Mediation with Family Law 
Specialist Attorney Elizabeth Fields at the Novel Café located at 2901 Ocean Park Blvd. in
Santa Monica, 90405.

THURSDAY
12:00-2:00pm Immigration and Family Law with Attorney Galorah Keshavarz (By appointment Only)

5:00-6:00pm Chapter 7 and 13 Bankruptcy Filings, Debt Negotiation and Personal Injury cases with 
Attorneys Paul Mankin and/or Jeff Hughes (By appointment Only)

4:00--5:00pm (2nd & 4th Thursday/Month) Landlord/Tenant Rights & Obligations, Small Claims,
Restraining Orders/Domestic Violence & General Practice Law with Attorney John Wittig

FRIDAY
4:00-5:00pm (2nd & 4th Friday/Month) Criminal, DMV & Traffic Law: Felony and Misdemeanor Crimes

with former Deputy D.A. and Attorney Jacob Glucksman

4:00--5:00pm (2nd & 4th Friday/Month) Small business start-ups, Corporations, Contracts, Non-Profit 
Organizations, Green Law, Employment Law, Green and Sustainable Business Practices 
with Attorney Becki Kammerling.

SATURDAY
10am-12noon (1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday/Month) Estate Planning,Trust & Will Contests Probate,

Elder Law, Business Litigation, Formation & Dissolution, Contracts, HOA & Personal 
Injury with Attorney Richard Ruman

10am-11:30am (2nd & 4th Sat/Month) Employment/Labor Law including wrongful termination, sexual 
harassment, wage & hour claims, severance issues; and Family Law/Divorce including 
support, custody, & prenuptial agreements with Attorney Todd Smilovitz.

www.LegalGrind.com
$45 Coffee & Counsel® Schedule

@ THE NOVEL CAFÉ, located at 2127 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica
Although our doors are closed during construction, we’re still open!

CALL 310.452.8160 TO CONFIRM TIMES
Info@legalgrind.com

Legal Grind, Inc. is certified by the State Bar of CA as a Lawyer Referral & Information Service (#110), and
was the recipient of the ABA’s 2001 Legal Access Award. www.accesslegalgrind.com

Copyright © 2010-2011, Legal Grind, Inc.

BARBARA ORTUTAY
AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK Facebook is spending $1 billion
to buy the photo-sharing company
Instagram in the social network’s largest
acquisition ever.

On the surface, that’s a huge sum for a
tiny startup that has a handful of employees
and no way to make money.

But the lack of a business model rarely
dampens excitement about hot tech upshots
these days. As Facebook has shown, itself
without ads or revenue in its early days,
money goes where the users are.

Instagram lets people share photos they
snap with their mobile devices. The app has
filters that can make photos look as if they’ve
been taken in the 1970s or on Polaroid cam-
eras. Its users take photos of everything from
their breakfast egg sandwiches to sunsets to
the smiling faces of their girlfriends.

In a little more than a year, Instagram
attracted a loyal and loving user base of
more than 30 million people. Apple picked it
as the iPhone App of the Year in 2011.

Instagram’s fans, brand recognition and
its potential are difficult to put a price tag
on. Yet Facebook has — and can afford it.
The company is preparing for an initial pub-
lic offering of stock that could value the
company at as much as $100 billion in a few
weeks. What’s $1 billion? A drop in the buck-
et, really.

“Facebook after this IPO is going to be in
a position to be predatory. They can make
sure no one steps in their way and buy any-
one who gets in their way,” said Wedbush
analyst Michael Pachter, who follows social
media.

Buying Instagram, he added, not only
eliminates a rival but gives Facebook the
technology “that is gaining crazy traction.”

Facebook is paying cash and stock for San
Francisco-based Instagram and hiring its
dozen or so employees. The deal is expected
to close by the end of June.

It’s a windfall not just for Instagram’s
employees, but the venture capital firms
backing the company. Last week, Sequoia
Capital led an investment round that valued
Instagram at $500 million, according to a
person familiar with the matter. The person
was not authorized to speak publicly and
spoke on the condition of anonymity.

Going by the $1 billion price tag,
Facebook is paying about $33 for each
Instagram user. That’s a fraction of the $118
that Facebook investors will be paying per
Facebook user if the company gets its
expected $100 billion valuation after going
public. By that math, Pachter said, $1 billon
“doesn’t sound crazy.”

Getting Instagram is a big win for

Facebook as it works to harness people’s grow-
ing obsession with their mobile devices and
sharing every moment of their life. The com-
pany’s own mobile application is not as easy to
use as Instagram, and sharing photos can be
downright clunky. Facebook’s way, noted
Pachter, has always been to buy technology if
it’s better than what it can build on its own.

Facebook, which is based in Menlo Park,
Calif., said it plans to keep Instagram run-
ning independently. That’s a departure from
its tendency to buy small startups and inte-
grate the technology — or shut them down
altogether just so it can hire talented engi-
neers and developers.

“This is an important milestone for
Facebook because it’s the first time we’ve
ever acquired a product and company with
so many users,” CEO Mark Zuckerberg
wrote on his Facebook page Monday
announcing the deal. “We don’t plan on
doing many more of these, if any at all.”

He said Facebook plans to keep allowing
people to post from Instagram to other
social networks, including Twitter. Users will
also be able to keep their Instagrams off of
Facebook if they want to.

“We think the fact that Instagram is con-
nected to other services beyond Facebook is
an important part of the experience,”
Zuckerberg said.

Tech bloggers and analysts immediately
began wondering whether Facebook’s com-
mitment will be eternal.

“There’s a long history of companies
acquiring other companies and saying that
they are going to continue to support the
service — and then not,” said Debra Aho
Williamson, an analyst with research firm
eMarketer.

One relatively recent example is Cisco
Systems Inc., which killed off the much-
loved Flip video camera less than two years
after buying the company behind it.

There were some mutterings online
about users leaving Instagram now that
Facebook has bought it, though in reality
Facebook will probably make it more popu-
lar.

There’s a good reason for Facebook to
keep Instagram going as a separate product,
even if Facebook integrates some of its tech-
nology into its own service so that mobile
photo sharing becomes easier. Google, for
example, has kept YouTube separate even as
it integrated some of its features into other
products.

“Look at who Facebook is competing
with — the Googles, Apples, Microsofts of
the world. They have to build a strong brand
and strong consumer platform,” Gartner
analyst Brian Blau said. “Having a separate
social network ... is something they needed
to do a long time ago.”

Facebook buying photo-share
app Instagram for $1 billion
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

The Pretenders Studio believes in a healthy body image, positive attitude and the power to communicate through creativity.

www.thepretendersstudio.com

BRAND

NEW

FACILITY

July 9th-Aug 3rd, 10a-3pm, Monday-Thursday

CAMP SHOW FRIDAY EVENING AUGUST 3rd

Campers ages 7-15 yrs old – $795/camper (includes camp t-shirt)

Pre-camp yoga available 9am-10am daily for an additional $230/4 weeks

The Pretenders Studios -
Register by May 1st - 310.450.1800

SUMMER CAMP 2012
Sing, dance, create art projects, enjoy 

the summer sun, & put on a musical!

NOW CALLING ALL

DANCERS, SINGERS, 
& ACTORS TO BECOME...

1635 16th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404

AC  Construction
General Contractor  |  Residential & Commercial Construction

Remodeling & New Additions  |  Free Estimates

310.278.5380
LIC# 801884 • FULLY INSUREDPALLAVI GOGOI

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK Investors had a three-day week-
end to brood over disappointing job growth
in March. When they got back to work
Monday and delivered their verdict, it wasn’t
good.

Stocks closed sharply lower, sending the
Dow Jones industrial average and the
Standard & Poor’s 500 index to only their
second four-day losing streak this year.

The Dow finished down 130.55 points at
12,929.59, its first close below 13,000 since
March 12. The S&P ended the day off 15.88
points at 1,382.20. The Nasdaq composite
closed down 33.42 at 3,047.08.

The Dow and S&P had four consecutive
trading days of declines at the end of
January, but the losses then were smaller.
The Dow lost 124 points over that stretch. It
has lost about 330 this time.

Stocks had their best first quarter since
1998 but have stumbled in April. Last week,
the Federal Reserve suggested that it is disin-
clined to take further steps to help the econ-
omy, and the European debt crisis flared in
Spain.

Then on Friday, with the stock market
closed for Good Friday, the government said
the country added just 120,000 jobs in
March, half the pace from December
through February.

After a long weekend to think it over,
investors sold stocks broadly. All 10 industry
groups in the S&P 500 fell on Monday, with
financial stocks the worst performers. Bank
of America fell 3.2 percent, and Citigroup
was off 2.4 percent.

Of the 30 stocks that make up the Dow,
only two, McDonald’s and Hewlett-Packard,
finished higher. Traders at least didn’t sell in
great numbers: Volume on the New York
Stock Exchange was 3.1 billion shares, the

lightest in almost a month. Most school dis-
tricts in New York and New Jersey are closed
this week for spring week.

Investors bought bonds, sending the yield
on the benchmark 10-year Treasury note to
2.04 percent, down 0.02 percentage point
from Friday. Yields also fell for longer-term
U.S. bonds.

Rex Macey, chief investment officer at
Wilmington Trust Investment Advisors, cau-
tioned that the jobs report reflected only one
disappointing month. Like a doctor, he said,
“I’d order up more tests before declaring this
as a trend.”

The next test will come quickly. Alcoa, the
aluminum company, reports its first-quarter
earnings Tuesday, the first of the Dow 30 to
weigh in. Two major banks, JPMorgan Chase
and Wells Fargo, report Friday.

Analysts are expecting quarterly earnings
to decline slightly compared with a year ear-
lier. That would break a streak of nine quar-
ters of earnings growth since 2009.

Elsewhere Monday, the price of crude oil
fell 1.9 percent, and gold and platinum rose
a little less than 1 percent. The euro rose to
$1.3116 late Monday, up about two-tenths of
a penny from Friday.

Among other stocks making moves:
• AOL shot up 43 percent after the com-

pany agreed to sell hundreds of patents and
patent applications to Microsoft for a little
more than $1 billion. The company plans to
return some of the cash to shareholders.

• Avon fell 3.1 percent after the struggling
beauty products company named a former
executive at Johnson & Johnson, Sherilyn
McCoy, to be its CEO. Investors read it as a
signal that Avon will fend off acquisition
overtures.

• Sherwin-Williams Co. gained 1 percent
after the company raised its forecast for first-
quarter profit following a 20 percent surge in
sales at its paint stores.

Dow closes below 13,000
for first time in a month 



Sports
16 TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012 We have you covered

SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 57°
SWELL FORECAST
South facing breaks should remain at waist to chest, and some wind swell is due as well, around
chest max at west facing spots. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
LOOKS SIMILAR, ALTHOUGH THERE IS A CHANCE FOR RAIN AND SOUTHERLY WINDS THEN. 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES Opening day at Dodger
Stadium is uncommonly important in
Southern California, standing for genera-
tions as a daylong celebration of the fran-
chise that put Los Angeles on the national
sports map back in 1958.

It’s also among the few team traditions
that didn’t lose luster during Frank
McCourt’s rocky ownership tenure.

The Los Angeles Dodgers’ opener against
Pittsburgh today is doubly special this year:
Their venerable ballpark is celebrating its
50th anniversary, and a guy named Magic
just bought the team.

Cy Young Award winner Clayton Kershaw
is grateful to be on the mound 50 years to
the day after Dodger Stadium opened when
Los Angeles looks to build on a 3-1 start to
the season against Kevin Correia and the
Pirates.

“I definitely think there’s some renewed
excitement,” Kershaw said. “With change
comes a little bit of excitement, and with
some unknown comes a little bit of enthusi-
asm and everything like that. But opening
day is opening day. Last year we had a sellout,
and it was an unbelievable crowd. It was awe-
some. This year I don’t expect any different.”

After two of the most depressing years in
franchise history while McCourt vainly
attempted to keep control of the team, the
Dodgers’ fans can’t wait to air out the smell
of the McCourt era on what’s expected to be
another beautiful day in L.A.

After Angel Stadium drew more fans than
Dodger Stadium for the first time in their 46
years of shared history last season, fans have
rallied back to the Dodgers since the owner-
ship group featuring beloved former Lakers
guard Magic Johnson reached a deal for the
team last month.

Optimism is always the fuel of spring
baseball, and Magic’s move into the owners’
box seats has sparked a wealth of good feel-
ings around a team that had little in recent
years.

The players are simply grateful to be back
at work in beautiful Chavez Ravine without
hearing about uncertainty in the front office.

“I hope our fans come out and support us
like they have in the past years,” said Matt
Kemp, the NL MVP runner-up who already
won the league’s first player of the week

award this season. “I think it’s going to be a
special year for our guys, and we’re going to
really need our fan support ... a lot of fans, a
lot of screaming. It’s going to be exciting.”

The majors’ third-oldest ballpark is still a
sparkling example of preservation and judi-
cious modernization, and the Dodgers are
honoring its golden jubilee year in style.

The franchise will hold a pregame cere-
mony Tuesday honoring at least 12 members
of the 1962 team that opened the park,
including Maury Wills, Tommy Davis, Wally
Moon, Larry Burright and Norm Sherry —
along with broadcaster Vin Scully, who had
already been the Dodgers’ voice for 13 years
before the stadium opened.

The Beach Boys, who are also in their
50th anniversary year, will sing the national
anthem. Before Kershaw makes his second
straight opening-day start, the first pitch will
be thrown out by Terry Seidler — whose
mother, Kay O’Malley wife of then-owner
Walter O’Malley, threw out the park’s first
pitch 50 years ago.

“I got to do it last year, and it’s exciting at
home,” said Kershaw, who thinks he’s feeling
better after leaving last week’s opener in San
Diego after three innings with the flu. “The
fans are awesome. It’s a sellout. Just the
excitement that they have and being home
for the first time, getting to have that home-
crowd energy, it’s a fun environment.”

Even the Pirates realize they’re walking
into a big party, and former Dodgers catcher
Rod Barajas doesn’t mind at all.

“Having Magic involved is unbelievable,”
said Barajas, a Los Angeles-area native who
spent the past two seasons in Dodger Blue.
“He’s an icon down there. Everybody loves
him. I loved him growing up. Just to have
stability there, to know there’s not going to
be any more questions.”

The Pirates are heading out on their first
road trip of the season in good shape after
consecutive victories over vaunted
Philadelphia in their final at-bat.

“I think (last) weekend helps with some
confidence going out there (when) we’ve got
two more opening days, which is kind of dif-
ficult when you’re on the road,” Pirates sec-
ond baseman Neil Walker said. “It doesn’t
change our mentality. We have to pace our-
selves, but typically the way we played last
year was better earlier on than it was later
on. Let’s bring on the big dogs early and see
where we go from there.”

MLB

Dodgers celebrate 50 years 
of stadium on opening day
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Go with the moment, Gem
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Rethink your stance with a communi-
ty- or work-related matter. You might see a sit-
uation as one that takes away from your power
base. Stop. The only power you have is over
yourself. Now take another look at the situa-
tion. Has it changed? Tonight: Let your imagi-
nation decide. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Success follows individual conversa-
tions, when others grasp what you are thinking.
You could be overwhelmed by what is dropped on
your plate. Ask others why they think you should
honor their requests.  Tonight: Dinner for two.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Others often test your patience and
flood you with their ideas. It will serve you to
listen well right now, as someone drops a
nugget of wisdom that could impact you and
your choices. Tonight: Go with the moment.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Someone who is a key player in your
actions and thoughts could do a total reversal
out of the blue. As a result, you might need to
take on more responsibility than you want.
Tonight: Off to the gym.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Your sense of humor kicks in when you
need it. A change involving your schedule and
daily life could be frustrating. You still are com-
mitted to follow that path. Your playful manner
allows you to go in a new direction. Tonight: Fun
and playful.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ A loved one or potential new love
could be turning your life upside down. Clearly
you have no choice, at least in your mind. A key
person could make a decision that you feel is
yours. You might not even have a chance to
verbalize what you are thinking. Tonight: At
home.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You could be profoundly thrown off by
events. Fighting city hall could be futile. Adjust
to a present situation, and look to more posi-
tive interactions. A good friend or partner
eases your path. Tonight: Chat the night away.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Your words easily could be misunder-
stood and vice versa. Rather than taking a com-
ment personally, give the situation some space.
You might discover that the other party meant
something totally different than you thought.
Tonight: Buy that item you have been eyeing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You are strong and full of energy.
Know that you can deal with what comes down
your path; expect a surprise or two. A sense of
understanding occurs between you and some-
one else. Tonight: Download music or go some-
where you can enjoy the tunes.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ You finally decide to take action. You
believe you need a change. What you are
responding to is an inner transformation, and you
want your outside world to reflect that change.
You are more in tune with yourself and also those
around you. Tonight: Be easy on yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Zero in on what is going on with a
friend. You might be more concerned than you
need to be. Loosen up and work with this per-
son without revealing all the potential nega-
tives you see. Tonight: Not alone. Anything else
works.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Stay on top of a situation at work or
within your family circle. You can no longer put
a matter on the back burner if you want a cer-
tain outcome. Loosen up with a friend who
seems very erratic at the moment. Tonight: A
must appearance.

This year you will want to strengthen your communication, as you might

experience a difficulty in being heard. Others are often preoccupied.

Updating your style and learning a tip or two can never hurt. Others will

be receptive to you. If you are single, you go after an exotic type. You crave learning, understanding different cultures and

bridging barriers. If you are attached, you could become an armchair traveler. Your significant other will become more and

more interested in your mental process. SAGITTARIUS makes you laugh and helps you see the big picture.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Hunger Games (PG-13) 2hrs 22min 
2:45pm, 6:15pm, 9:45pm 

American Reunion (R) 1hr 53min 
1:00pm, 4:05pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm 

Titanic 3D (PG-13) 3hrs 14min 
1:15pm, 5:30pm, 9:30pm 

We the Party (R) 1hr 44min 
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:15pm, 9:55pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

21 Jump Street (R) 1hr 49min 
11:45am, 1:30pm, 2:30pm, 4:20pm,
5:20pm, 7:10pm, 10:00pm 

Wrath of the Titans 3D (PG-13) 2hrs
00min 
11:00am, 1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm,
10:00pm 

Hunger Games (PG-13) 2hrs 22min 
12:05pm, 3:30pm, 7:00pm, 10:20pm 

Mirror Mirror (PG) 1hr 46min 
11:50am, 2:40pm, 5:30pm, 8:15pm 

American Reunion (R) 1hr 53min 
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm,
10:20pm 

Titanic 3D (PG-13) 3hrs 14min 
11:50am, 4:15pm, 8:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Attenberg (NR) 1hr 35min
1:40pm, 4:20pm

Comic-Con: Episode IV - A Fan’s Hope
(PG-13) 1hr 28min
1:00 pm, 3:15pm, 5:30pm, 7:45pm,
10:00pm

ATM (R) 1hr 30min 
1:00pm, 3:20pm, 5:40pm, 8:00pm,
10:15pm 

Delicacy (PG-13) 11min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 9:45pm

Royal Opera House's Romeo and
Juliet ENCORE (NR)

7:30pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Dr. Seuss' The Lorax (PG) 1hr 35min
2:25pm, 7:40pm

Wrath of the Titans 3D (PG-13) 2hrs
00min
11:45am, 2:25pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm

Hunger Games (PG-13) 2hrs 22min
12:45pm, 4:15pm, 7:45pm

Mirror Mirror (PG) 1hr 46min
11:10am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:30pm,
10:15pm

Raid: Redemption (Serbuan maut) (R)
1hr 41min
11:25am, 2:05pm, 4:45pm, 7:20pm,
9:50pm

Salmon Fishing in the Yemen (PG-13)
1hr 52min
11:15am, 1:55pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm,
10:10pm

Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax 3D (PG) 1 hr,
35min
11:55am, 5:00pm, 10:00pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY REVEALED! Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
Reader Kimberly Shine correctly guessed that the mystery photo was taken of a mural at
Roosevelt Elementary School. She will receive a prize from the Daily Press. Check out
Wednesday’s edition for another chance to win. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ News of the Weird reported in
2006 and 2008 on precocious 5-
year-old boys who, according to
their parents, were certain they
wanted to live the rest of their
lives as girls (that is, were not just
"going through a phase"). In
Essex, England, recently, Zach
Avery, then 4, made British med-
ical history when the National
Health Service diagnosed him with
gender identity disorder and
endorsed his desire to live as a
girl. Zach was so unhappy as a boy
that he once tried to dismember
himself. [Daily Telegraph
(London), 2-20-2012]
■ Like most states with active
trade associations of barbers and
beauticians, Iowa strictly regu-
lates those professions, requiring
2,100 hours of training plus con-
tinuing education -- but also like
many other states, Iowa does not
regulate body piercers at all
(though it forbids minors from
getting tattoos). Thus, the punc-
turing of body parts and insertion
of jewelry or other objects under
the skin can be done by anyone,
with or without formal training,
under no one's watchful eye
except the customer's. (A few
cities' ordinances require a mini-
mum age to get pierced.) Said one
professional piercer to the Des
Moines Register for a March
report, "The lack of education in
this industry is scary." 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ccuummsshhaaww
\\  KKUUHHMM--sshhaaww  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1.
A present; gratuity; tip.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1856– The Theta Chi frater-
nity is founded at

Norwich University.

1858– The original Big Ben, a
14.5 tonne bell for the

Palace of Westminster is cast in
Stockton-on-Tees by Warner's of
Cripplegate. This however cracked
during testing and is recast into the
13.76 tonne bell by Whitechapel Bell
Foundry and is still in use to date.

1864– Archduke Maximilian
of Habsburg is elected

emperor of Mexico.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 4/6

2  19  20  24  33
Meganumber: 39
Jackpot: $31M

Draw Date: 4/7

9  16  25  45  47
Meganumber: 5
Jackpot: $7M

Draw Date: 4/9

9  14  20  22  32

Draw Date: 4/9

MIDDAY: 8 9 6
EVENING: 5 5 5

Draw Date: 4/9

1st: 03 Hot Shot
2nd: 07 Eureka
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:44.34

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment
Assisted Living community is looking for 
PT caregivers and PT medication tech-
nicians to assist elderly residents. 2 yrs 
of experience preferred. Must have 
good attitude and a love for seniors.
Schedule will include weekends. Pre 
employment drug screen and back-
ground check required. If interested, 
please come to 2107 Ocean Ave. SM, CA 
90405 and fill out an application. EOE

COMMISSION SALES rep needed part 
time with internet marketing experi-
ence. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Engr-Staff Research Assoc - conduct 
research in adv engr materials for rein-
forcing pothole patching.
Email c.v. to UCLA dept. of Civil & Envir. 
Engr, juj@ucla.edu

Retirement community is looking for PT 
dishwasher and PT cook to help out din-
ing operation. Must have good attitude 
and love for seniors. Previous experi-
ence preferred.  Schedule will include 
weekends.  Pre-employment drug screen 
and background check required.   If in-
terested, please come to 2107 Ocean 
Ave. SM, 90405 and fill out and appli-
cation. EOE.

For Sale
7 Guitars - 1 Martin, Frank Sinatra LP’s. 
(310) 394-1063

For Rent
$825-$895. Very nice, efficiency unit. 
Best location, West LA. Partly furnished. 
2606 S. Sepulveda.(310)666-8360.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

3485 Sawtelle #17. 2 Bd + 1 Bth. Top 
floor corner w/ large balcony. Inter-
com, (1) gated parking, pool. $1675.

1214 Idaho Ave. #2. 1Bd + 1Bth. Pet 
friendly. N. of Wilshire Blvd. $1695

2436 Louella Ave. 3 Bd + 2 Bth house 
in Mar Vista. 2,081 sq ft, carpeted 
floors, 2 car detached garage, LARGE 
kitchen. $3950.

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA - two room office suite 
in garden bldg. Approx. 350 square
feet. 30th near Ocean Park Boulevard. 
Includes utilities and parking. (310) 
456-7031 X175.

Bookkeeping Services
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service

Call 310.828.5494

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
Call 310 977-7935

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

Fitness
TAI CHI CLASSES
IN BRENTWOOD

Starting Monday, Apr. 16
6:00-8:00 pm

Beginning & Advanced levels
Pat Akers has taught 

Yang style tai chi for 22 yrs.
310-339-7463

p.akers@gmail.com

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

Notices
NOTICE OF INTENT TO PRESERVE AN INTEREST

This notice is intended to preserve an interest in 
real property from extinguishment pursuant to 
Section 880.020 et seq of the Civil Code of the 
State of California (Marketable Record Title).

I, Erik Rothenberg, as claimant, mailing address, 
8333 Zitola Terrace, Playa Del Rey, CA 90293, 
claim the following described interest in lawfully 
acquired real property from CONNIE J. 
RODRIGUEZ, and ERIK ROTHENBERG, A Single 
Man herein on 29th December 1998. Deed Of 
Trust(s) and any Assignments thereto dated after 
29th December 1998 Recorders No.(s) 98 
2351077 on behalf of BANK OF AMERICA, FED-
ERAL SAVINGS BANK pursuant to a presumed 
contract listing EQUITABLE DEED COMPANY as 
their Trustee and their successor and/or assigns, 
99 1109766 on behalf of BANK OF AMERICA 
NT&SA pursuant to a presumed contract listing 
EQUITABLE DEED COMPANY as Trustee and/or its 
successors in interest and/or assigns, 
00-0858213 on behalf of BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. 
pursuant to a presumed contract listing EQUITA-
BLE DEED COMPANY as Trustee and their succes-
sor and/or assigns, 01-2061622 on behalf of 
BANK OF AMERICA N.A. pursuant to a presumed 
contract listing EQUITABLE DEED COMPANY as 
Trustee and their successor and/or assigns, 03 
0457608 on behalf of BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. 
pursuant to a presumed contract listing PRLAP, 
INC. as Trustee and their successor and/or as-
signs, 03 1746486 on behalf of BANK OF AMER-
ICA, N.A. pursuant to a presumed contract listing 
EQUITABLE DEED COMPANY as Trustee and their 
successor and/or assigns, 03 3309074 on behalf 
of BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. pursuant to a pre-
sumed contract listing PRLAP, INC. as Trustee 
and their successor and/or assigns, 04-0036858 
on behalf of BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., 04 1856204 
on behalf of BANK OF AMERICA pursuant to a pre-
sumed contract listing EQUITABLE DEED COM-
PANY as Trustee, 04 2163639 on behalf of BANK 
OF AMERICA, N.A. pursuant to a presumed con-
tract listing PRLAP, INC. as Trustee and their 

Notices
successor and/or assigns, 05 2778812 on behalf 
of BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. pursuant to a pre-
sumed contract listing PRLAP, INC. as Trustee 
and their successor and/or assigns, and/or any 
other assigns have been Cancelled for Cause of 
Fraud: Breach on 2nd November 2011. Said Can-
cellation as right of claimant is asserted pursu-
ant to California Commercial Code Section 
2106(4) and California Civil Code §1700 and 
claimant retains remedy for breach of the whole 
contract or any unperformed balance.
The above described interest is claimed based 
on that certain GRANT DEED recorded on 29th De-
cember 1998, in the office of the County Recorder 
of Los Angeles County, State of California as Re-
corder’s No. 98 2351076.
The real property upon which the above described 
interest is claimed is described as follows:
The Land referred to herein below is situated in 
the County of Los Angeles, State of California, 
and is described as follows:
LOT 59 OF THAT PORTION OF LOT 60 IN BLOCK 36 
OF TRACT NO. 9809, IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGE-
LES, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA, AS PER MAP RECORDED IN BOOK 145 
PAGES 91 TO 96 INCLUSIVE OF MAPS, IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY 

APN 4115-002-011
Original document, including balance exhibits 
Verified Claim in Support of Notice of Interest, 
Grantor's Affidavit of Cancellation, Owner's Affi-
davit, Verified Bonded Durable Notice of Interest, 
Verified Claim/Complaint, Property Description on 
file with California Secretary of State as UCC-3 
Addendum to filing statement file #: 
1273017882599 or may be viewed at 322 Culver 
Blvd. #365, Playa del Rey, CA 90293 during busi-
ness hours until 60 days from the date of this no-
tice.

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2012039706 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 03/08/2012 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as FENIX 1976 MUSIC.  
The full name of registrant(s) is/are: Zachary 
(Zak) Shaffer 612 Pacific St. Apt. #5 Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90405. This Business is being conducted 
by:  an Individual. The registrant has not yet 
commenced to transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed above. 
/s/:Zachary (Zak) Shaffer.  This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
County on 03/08/2012. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS 
FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 03/20/2012, 03/27/2012, 04/03/2012, 
04/10/2012. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2012031480 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 02/24/2012 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as VIBRANT AURA FOODS.  
The full name of registrant(s) is/are: Aura Patri-
cia ortiz Rabago 1323 Federal Ave. #4 Los Ange-
les, CA 90025. This Business is being conducted 
by: . The registrant has not yet commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above. /s/:Aura Patricia or-
tiz Rabago.  This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on 
02/24/2012. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 03/20/2012, 03/27/2012, 04/03/2012, 
04/10/2012. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2012039705 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 03/08/2012 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as MUSE BREWING.  The 

DBAS
full name of registrant(s) is/are: Marcia Bencomo 
1021 20th St. Apt A Santa MOnica, CA 90403. 
This Business is being conducted by:  an Individ-
ual. The registrant has not yet commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above. /s/:Marcia Ben-
como.  This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on 03/08/2012. NO-
TICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT 
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. 
A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business name state-
ment in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 
03/20/2012, 03/27/2012, 04/03/2012, 
04/10/2012. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2012032315 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 02/27/2012 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as BECOOLTRAF-
FICSCHOOL.COM.  The full name of registrant(s) 
is/are: Less Stress Online Traffic School, Inc. 
11016 E. Ventura Blvd. Suite D Studio City, CA, 
91604. This Business is being conducted by:  a 
Corporation. The registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above. /s/:Roslyn 
L. Busch.  This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on 
02/27/2012. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 03/27/2012, 04/03/2012, 04/10/2012, 
04/17/2012. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2012032314 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 02/27/2012 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as LESSSTRESSTRAF-
FICSCHOOL.COM.  The full name of registrant(s) 
is/are: Roslyn Lorraine Busch 11059 Fruitland Dr. 
#15 Studio City, CA 91604. This Business is be-
ing conducted by:  an Individual. The registrant 
has not yet commenced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name or names listed 
above. /s/:Roslyn Lorraine Busch.  This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
County on 02/27/2012. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS 
FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 03/27/2012, 04/03/2012, 04/10/2012, 
04/17/2012. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 2012040910 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES on 03/12/2012 The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business as WEBAR-
CHITECH, WEB ARCHITECH.  The full name of 
registrant(s) is/are: CANDICE HARTUNG 444 
15TH STREET SANTA MONICA CA 90402. This 
Business is being conducted by:  an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed on (Date)01/01/2012. /s/: 
CANDICE HARTUNG.  This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES County 
on 03/12/2012. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE 
YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business name 
statement in violation of the rights of another 
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under federal, state, or common law (see Sec-
tion 14411et seq.,Business and Professions 
Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 
04/10/2012, 04/17/2012, 04/24/2012, 
05/01/2012. 
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